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OP 


THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF^ 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  3,  1810. 


Monday,  December  3, 1810. 

The  third  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress, 

conformably  to  the  Constitntion  of  (Government 

of  the  United  States,  commenced  this  day ;  and 

the  Senate  assembled  at  the  City  of  Washington. 

PRESENT : 

Nicholas  Oilman  and  Chables  Cuttb,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Chauncby  GoonRioH  and  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
from  Connecticut. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont. 

Obadiah  Gebman,  from  New  York. 

Michael  Leib,  from  Pennsylvania. 

OuTERBBiooB  IIoBSBT.  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

William  B.  Qileb,  from  Virginia. 

John  Gaillabd,  from.  South  Carolina. 

William  H.  Cbawfobd  aiid  Charles  Tait, 
from  Georgia. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentucky. 

AuBZANDEB  Campbbll^  froot  Ohio. 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  Umpore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  December  4. 

John  Lambbbt,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
Blibha  Mathbwson,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  Philip  Reed,  from  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, severally  attended. 

The  credentials  of  Chables  Cutts,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire;  in  place  of  Nahura  Parker,  Esq.,  re- 
signed ;  abo,  of  Samuel  W.  Dana,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Liegislature  of  the  State  of  Con- 
lieeticut,  in  place  of  James  Hillhouse,  Esq.,  re- 
signed, were  severally  read;  and  the  oath  re- 
quired by  law  was,  by  the  President,  adminis- 
tered to  them,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Represetitatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 


and  GtLMAN,  be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  together  with  such  eomnuttee  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  plei^sed  to  make 
to  them. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part 
jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may  beappoiotea 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  mat  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Besolved^  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  t^ith  three  such  newspa- 
pers printed  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at 
the  usual  rate  for  the  annual  ohaive  of  such  pa- 
pers: and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many 
such  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

On  motion^y  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

ResolvediTihiki  James  Mathers,  »ergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  dollars  beallowed<him  weekly  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  commence  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marjrland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Sesokedt  That  two  Chaplain%  of  different  denomi- 
nations, be  appointed  to  Congrets  during  the  preeent 
•essioB,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interabange 
weekly. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition^LI^rkin 
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Smith,  Collector  of  the  District  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation, for  reasons  stated  at  larffe  in  his  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referr^  to  a  select 
•committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Giles,  Cbawfobd,  and  Leib,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported  from  the 
joint  committee  that  they  haa  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States^  and  that  the 
President  informed  the  comitiittee  that  be  would 
make  a  communication  to  the  two  Houses  to- 
onorrow,  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr,  Smitb,  of  Marvfond,  gave  notice  that,  ta- 
morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
4«spend  the  second  section  of  the  "Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 


Wbdnesday,  December  5. 
Timothy  PiCKBBiwo,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Stephbii  R.  Bradlet,  from  the 
Biate  of  Vermont,  severally  attended. 

PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 
The  following  Message  was  reeeived  from  the 
Pbbsident  of  the  United  States: 
FtilouHdtitms  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Represeniatives  .• 
The  embarrassmcnte  which  have  prevailed  in  our 
£>reigii  relatioiw,  and  so  much  employed  the  delibera- 
tions of  Congress,  toake  it  a  primary  duty  m  meeting 
YOU  tP  communicate  whatever  may  have  occurred  in 
ttiat  branch  of  our  national  af&irs. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  concemmg 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  8ts(tee 
tnd  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  and  their  dependen- 
cies, having  invited,  in  a  new  form,  a  termination  of 
their  edicu  against  our  neutral  commerce;  copies  of 
the  act  were  immediately  forwarded  to  our  Ministers 
«t  London  and  Paris,  with  a  view  that  its  object  might 
be  within  the  eariy  attention  of  the  French  and  Bnt- 
lak  Governments. 

By  the  commtiriicatlon  received  through  our  Minis- 
ter at  Palis,  it  appeared  that  a  knowledge  of  the  act 
hf  the  French  Government  was  followed  by  a  deelar- 
a&>n  that  the  Beriin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
and  would  cease  to  have  efiect  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember ensuing.  These  being  the  only  known  edicU 
of  France  wit^  the  descriotion  of  the  act,  and  the 
revocation  of  them  being  such  that  they  ceased  at  that 
date  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  the  fact,  as  pre- 
scribed by  law,  was  announced  by  a  proclamation, 
bearing  date  the  second  day  of  November. 

It  would  have  well  accorded  with  the  conciliatory 
views  indicated  by  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
France,  to  have  extended  them  to  all  the  grounds  of 
just  complaint  which  now  remain  unadjusted  with  the 
United  States.  It  was  particulariy  anticipated  that, 
MM  a  further  evidence  of  just  dii^itions  towards 
them,  restoration  would  have  been  immediately  made 
of  the  property  of  our  dtiiens,  teiied  under  a  misap- 
•plicatien  of  the  principle  of  reprisals,  combined  with 
^mii^nstruction  of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 
This  expectation  has  not  been  fulfilled. 
Fron^  the  British  Government,  no  commu^iication 


on  the  subject  of  the  act  has  been  received.  To  a 
communication,  from  our  Minister  at  London,  of  a 
revocation,  by  the  French  Government,  of  its  Berlin 
and  Mflan  decrees,  it  was  answered,  that  the  British 
system  would  be  relinquished  as  soon  as  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees  should  have  actuaUv  taken  effect* 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  previously  to 
the  promulgation  of  those  decrees.  This  pledge,  al- 
though it  does  not  necessarily  import,  does  not  ex- 
clude, the  intention  of  relinquishii|g,  along  with  the 
Orders  in  Council,  the  practice  of  those  novel  blodL- 
ades,  which  have  a  like  effect  of  interrupting  our  neu- 
tral commerce :  and  this  -fbrther  justice  to  the  United 
States  is  the  ratl^  to  be  looked  for,  inasmuch  as  the 
Uockades  in  question,  being  not  more  contrary  to  the 
established  law  of  nations  than  inconsistent  with  the 
rules  of  bk>ckade  formally  recognised  by  Great  Britain 
herself;  could  have  no  alleged  basis  other  than  the 
plea  of  retaliation,  alleged  as  the  basis  of  the  Orders 
m  Council.  Under  the  modification  of  the  original 
orders  of  November,  1607,  into  the  orders  of  April, 
1809,  there  is,  indeed,  scarcely  a  nominal  distinction 
between  the  orders  and  the  blockades.  One  of  those 
illegitimate  blockades,  bearing  date  in  May,  1806,  hav- 
ing been  expressly  avowed  to  be  still  unrescinded,  and 
to  be,  in  efiect,  comprehended  in  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, was  too  distinctly  brought  within  the  purview  of 
the  act  of  Congress  not  lo  be  comprehended  in  the 
explanation  of  the  requisites  to  a  compliance  with  it. 
The  British  Government  was  accordingly  apprised  bv 
our  Minister  near  it,  that  such  was  the  Ught  in  nhick 
the  subject  was  to  be  regarded. 

On  the  otiier  important  subjects  depending  between 
the  United  Slates  and  that  Government,  no  progress 
has  been  made  from  which  an  ^ly  and  satisfiictory 
result  can  be  relied  on. 

In  this  new  posture  of  our  relations  witii  those  Pow- 
ers, the  consideration  of  Congress  will  be  properij 
turned  to  a  removal  of  doubts  which  maj  occur  in  the 
exposition,  and  of  difficulties  in  the  execntion,  ef  tlie 
act  above  cited. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  north 
of  Europe,  heretofore  much  vexed  by  licentions  erai- 
sers,  particularly  under  the  Danish  flag,  has  latteify 
been  visited  with  fresh  and  extensive  depredations. 
The  measures  pursued  in  behalf  of  our  injured  citi- 
zens, not  haying  obtained  justice  for  them,  a  Airther 
and  more  formal  interposition  vrith  the  Danidi  Govern- 
ment is  contemplated.  The  principkra  which  have 
been  maintained  by  that  Government  in  relation  to 
neutral  commerce,  and  the  friendly  proAssions  of  Hia 
Danish  Majesty  towards  the  United  States,  are  vahu- 
ble  pledges  in  favor  of  a  successful  issue. 

Among  the  events  growing  out  of  the  state  of  tiie 
Spanish  monardiy,  our  attention  vras  imperiously  at- 
tracted to  the  change  developing  itself  in  that  portion  of 
West  Florida  nHiich,  though  of  right  appertaining  to 
the  United  States,  had  remained  in  the  possession  of 
Spain,  awaiting  the  result  of  negotiations  for  ito  actual 
delivery  to  them.  The  Spanish  authority  was  subverted^ 
and  a  situation  produced  exporing  the  country  to  ulte- 
rior evenU  which  might  essentially  afiect  the  nghta  and 
welfare  of  the  Union.  In  such  a  conjunctnre  I  did 
not  delay  the  intarposition  required  for  the  occupancj 
of  the  territory  west  of  the  river  Perdido,  to  which  the 
titie  of  the  Unitad  States  extends,  and  to  which  the 
laws  provided  for  the  Territory  of  Orleans  are  applica- 
ble.   With  this  view,  the  proclamation,  of  which  a 
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copy  if  laid  btlbre  you,  wits  confided  lo  the  OoTomor 
^f  that  Territory,  to  be  carried  into  efifect.  The  le- 
gality and  necesfi^  of  the  course  pursaed,  asrare  me 
«f  the  ^Torablo  light  in  which  it  Wul  present  itself  to 
the  Legislature,  and  of  the  promptitude  with  which 
^ey  w^  aappfy  whatever  pfOTisioos  may  be  due  to 
the  eesendal.  rights  and  equitable  interests  of  the  peo- 
ile  thus  brou^t  into  the  bosom  of  the  American 
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Our  saity  with  the  Powers  of  Baibaiy,  ivith  the 
«sceplMi  of  a  MOCBt  oecorrenoe  at  Tunis,  of  which 
mm  fi^anatkn  is  just  nmvftdf  appears  to  have  bean 
uninininiptril.  nnii  U>  hate  hecome  mere  firmly  e^tab- 


With  Ike  Indian  tribes,  also,  the  peace  and  friend- 
ihip  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  be  so  eligible 
that  the  general  disposition  to  preserve  both  continuM 
to  gain  Strang. 

I  feel  particular  satis&ction  in  remarking  that  an 
interior  view  of  our  country  presents  us  with  grateful 
prooft  of  its  substantial  and  increasing  prosperity.  To 
a  thriving  agriculture,  and  ike  improvements  related 
4o  it,  is  added  a  highly  interesting  extension  of  useful 
iMnnlbelnteii,  the  cottbined  pvoiduct  of  proifeesional 
^eeupflCiofiaaBd  of  houMhald  industry.  I^oh,  indeed, 
U  the  experieiMe  of  eoonoaiy,  ^  wall  as  of  policy,  in 
Aese  MftMltults  for  eapplies,  heffetofege  obtained  by 
4biirign  ##MmeFce,^thtH,  in  a  national  view,  the  change 
ii  jYiB^y  fagardod  as,  •«#  itself^  mere  than  a  Mcompenee 
lor  those  privations  and  losMs,  Ms«dting  ftom  foreign 
mjffMdpBf  whuk  fi^niiihed  the  general  impolae  re- 
jfuised  ic«  its  accomplishmeaat.  ^w  lar  it  mp^y  be  ai- 
^•dient  to  guard  the  infancy  of  this  ipprofement  in 
the  distribution  of  labor  by  regulations  of  the  com- 
■leTGial  larifi^  is  a  subject  which  cannot  fril  to  suggest 
Itself  to  your  patriotic  reActions. 

It  will  rest  with.the  consideration  of  Congress,  also, 
whether  a  prorident,  as  well  as  (air  encouragement, 
Kouid  not  be  given  to  our  navigation  by  such  regula- 
tion* as  would  pUce  it  on  a  level  of  competition  with 
ibreuEB  veasals,  partioalsrly  in  transpoctinff  the  impor- 
tant and  bulky  productions  of  our  own  soiT.  The  fail- 
nre  6f  equality  and  reeiprocity  in  the  Aviating  xegula- 
tiona  on  this  subject  operates,  in  our  ports,  as  a  pre- 
mimi  to  foreign  competitors;  and  the  inconvenience 
must  increase  as  these  may  be  multiplied,  under  more 
-tevoraUe  ekrannMlanees,  by  the  more  than  oounter- 
'vaiiing  eneoeragements  now  given  them  by  the  laws 
«f  4lielr  reipeetive  eauntries. 

Whilst  it  is  universally  admitted  that  a  wcAl  in- 
«lra«ted  people  ak»e  can  be  permanently  a^free  peo- 
file,and  while  it  as  mdsit-that  the  jneans  ot  diffinog 
and  improving  useful  knowledge  form  so. small  a  pro- 
portion of  the  ezpendituras  Smt  national  parposes,  I 
cannot  pvesome  it  to  be  naseaionable  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  advantages  of  supiersdding  to  the 
^  means  of  education,  {irovided  by  the  several  States,  a 
4peaainary  of  learning,  instituted  by  the  National  Legis- 
latnniy  within  the  limits  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
the  expense  of  which  might  be  defrayed  or  reimbursed 
^ut  of  the  valiant  grounds  whieh  have  accrued  to  the 
nation  within  those  limits. 

Such  an  institution,  though  local  in  its  legal  char- 
acter, Would  be  universal  in  its  beneficid  ^ects.  By 
enlightening  the  opinions,  by  expanding  the  patriot* 
ism,  and  1^  assimilating  the  principles,  the  senti- 
■MAts,  and  the  manneffs,  of  these  who  might  resort  io 
4Us  temple  of  science,  to  be  redistributed,  indue  time, 
tliwiHh  eieiy  part  ut  the  eomi—i^,  aomcca  of  jaal- 


onsy  and  mjudice  woi^ld  he  diminished,  the  ieatnraa 
of  national  character  would  be  multiplied,  and  greater 
extent  given  to  social  harmony.  But,  above  all,  a  well 
constituted  seminary,  in  the  centre  of  the  niUion,  is 
recommended  by  the  consideration  that  the  additional 
instruction  .emanating  from  it  would  contribute  not 
leas  to  strengthen  the  ^foundations  than  to  adorn  th# 
structure  of  our  free  and  happy  system  of  Government. 

Among  the  commercial  abuses  still  committed  under 
the  American  flag,  and  leaving  in  force  my  former  rel^ 
erance  to  that  subject,^t  appears  that  American  cici- 
%ens  are  instrumental  in  carrying  on  a  traffic  in  en* 
slaved  Africans,  equaUy  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
humanity,  and  in  diefiance  of  those  or  tfieir  own  coun- 
try. The  same  just  and  benevolent  motives  which 
produced  the  inierdiction  in  force  against  this  criminal 
conduct,  will  doubtlees  be  felt  by  Congr«»  in  devising 
further  means  of  suppressing  the  eviL 

In  the  midst  of  nnoertainties  neasssarily  connepted 
witbAhe  spreat  inteieats  <il4he  United  States,  mudanap 
sequiipa  a  comtiniuaiMt  of  omr  dofoA^ve  ancC  wpeqM^ 


tionary  arrangAmeat.  The  Secretary  af  yvar 
Seeretaryof  the  Navy  will  euhmit  the  statements  ni4 
aptifBatea  which  .may  aid  Congress  in  their  enanimr 
provisions  for  the  land  and  naval  forces.  The  stal»> 
inenta  of  the  lattei  will  include  a  view  of  the  tran^fen 
<^  ^pptopriationc  in  ihe  a«ral  expenditures^  a^d  .t|# 
gcouAda  qn  which  ikmf  warsrfnade. 

The  fortifieatioae  i>t  tfae  def^Mo  of  our  zmaritiw^^ 
frontier  have  been  prosecuted  jkocording  to  the  plan 
Iaidd9?rnin.l909«  The  worki»  with  sojae  ayfiw>rion» 
ase  campleted,  and  fiuniiphad  with  eidn«nce»  Xnoap 
for  the  secority  of  the  <^ty  of  New  York,  though  kf 
advanced  towards  completion,  will  require,  a  tother 
time  and  appnopriation*  This  is  the  caee  with  a  km 
othcM,  either  aot  completed,  or  in  need  of  lapaiia* 

Tb/e  improveiMats,  in  quality  and  quantity » mtfe 
in  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  of  email  anna,  both 
at  the  pnblio  annories  and  private  lactaries,  wamni 
additional  confidenoe  in  the  competency  of  thesa  la- 
aouiees  far  supplying  the  public  exigencies. 

These  preparations  for  araung  the  militia  1 
thus  far  provided  for  one  of  the  objecta  oanten 
by  the  power  vested  in  Congress  with  reiqpeet  to  that 
great  bolwaik  of  ike  paMic  safoty,  it  is  for  their  eoiK 
aideiation  whether  Anther  provisiana  are  not  requinlB 
for  the  other  contemplated  objects  of  organizitien  aad 
^^ipline.  To  give  to  this  great  mass  af  physioal  and 
moral  force  the  efficiency  which  it  nuerks-and  is  eapa^ 
hie  of  receiving,  it  is  indispensable  that  they  ahoold 
be  inatnicted  and  practised  in  the  rules  by  which  ikmf 
are  to  be  governed.  Towards  an  aooompUafameMt  ii 
this  important  work,  I  recommend  for  tho  considerar 
tion  of  Congress  the  ^xpedlen^  of  instituting  a  sys- 
tem which  shall,  in  the  first  instance, call  into  the  field* 
at  the  public  expense,  and  for  a  given  time,  cettain 
portions  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers.  The  instruction  and  discipline  thus  acquired 
would  gradually  diffiise  through  the  entire  body  of  the 
militia  that  practical  knowledge  and  promptitude  for 
active  service  which  are  the  great  ends  to  he  pursned. 
Experience  has  left  no  doubt,  either  of  the  natiasaity 
or  of  the  efficacy  of  cpmpetent  military  i^ll  in  ' 
portions  of  an  army,  in  fitting  it  for  the  final  i 
which  it  may  have<to  petform. 

The  corps  of  engineers,  with  the  Militaiy  Acadenjt 
are  entiUed  to  the  early  attention  of  Congress.  Tho 
buildings  at  the  seat  fixed  by  law  for  the  piaeant 
academy  are  so  fi^  in  decay  as  not  to  aflbrd  Itaanaaaa 
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flwiy  accommodation.  But  a  revision  of  the  law  it  re- 
commended principallj  with  a  view  to  a  mpre  enlarged 
coltiTation  and  diiTueion  of  the  advantage!  of  such 
institutions,  by  providing  professorships  for  all  the 
necessaiy  branches  of  mOitary  instruction,  and  by  the 
estabUdimeAt  of  an  additional  academy  at  the  8eat  of 
Government  or  elsewhere.  The  means  by  which  war, 
ma  well  for  defence  as  for  offence,  are  now  carried  on, 
lender  these  schools  of  the  more  scientific  operations 
an  indispensable  part  of  every  adequate  system. '  Even 
mmong  nations  whose  large  standing  armies  and  fine- 
qtfent  wars  aff>rd  every  other  opportunity  of  instruc- 
tion, these  establishments  are  found  to  be  indispens- 
able for  the  due  attainment  of  the  branches  bf  military 
science  which  require  a  regular  course  of  study  and 
experiment.  In  a  Government  happily  without  the 
other  opportunities,  seminaries,  where  the  elementary 
principles  of  the  art  of  war  can  be  taught  without  ac- 
tual war,  and  without  the  expense  of  extensive  and 
atafiding  armies,  have  the  pvecious  advantage  df  uni- 
llDgUk  essential  preparation  agamat  external  danger, 
-with  a  acrtfpulous  regard  to  internal  safety.  In  no 
other  way,  probably,  can  a  provision  of  equal  efficacy 
lor  the  public  defence  be  made  at  so  little  expense,  or 
more  consistently  with  the  public  liberty. 

The  receipts  into  the  Trdtfury  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  Sept^ber  last,  (and  amounting  to 
more  timn  eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars)  have 
exceeded  the  current  expenses  of  Government,  radnd- 
\n%  the  interest  on  tiie  public  debt  For  ti»e  purpose 
of  reimbiirsing,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three  milbons 
•even  hmi^d  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  prin- 
dpal,  m  loan,  as  authorized  by  law,  had  been  negotiated 
to  tktfit  amount ;  but  has  since  been  reduced  to  two 
mSlions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars; 
the  reductidn  being  permitted  by  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  in  wMoh  there  wiM  be  a  balance  remaining 
«t  the  end  of  the  year»  estimated  at  two  millions  of 
•dollars.  For  the  probable  receipts  of  the  next  year, 
-and  other  details,  I  refer  to  statements  which  will  be 
transmitted  from  the  Treasury,  and  which  will  enable 
70a  to  jvdge  what  further  provisions  may  be  neoeaaaiy 
finr  the  enauing  years. 

Reserving  for  future  occasions,  in  the  eouiae  of  the 
•oeasioB,  whatever  other  oommunicationa  may  daim 
your  attentiojn^  I  dose  the  present,  by  espressiag  my 
retiancev  under  the  blessing  oC  Divine  Providence,  on 
tile  judgment  and  patriotism  which  will  guide  yoor 
measures,  at  a  period  particularly  calling  for  united 
coundls,  and  inflexible  exertioms  for  tlM  welfare  of 
<oar  country,  and  by  assuring  you  of  the  fidelity  and 
alacrity  wiUi  which  my  oo^yperation  wiU  be  afforded. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

WAflusarov,  December  5, 1810. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  five  hundred  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
foroign.  coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the 
hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, for  reasons  suted  at  large  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con-i 
-jideimtion.  ] 


Thursdat,  December  6. 
The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate  a<f 
journed. 

^   FRinAT.  December  7. 

Joseph  Ahoerson,  from  the  State  of  Tamms* 
see,  attended. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  second  section  of  tb« 
act  entitled  ''An  act  reffolating  foreign  coitt& 
and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  secona 
time,  and  referred  to  a'  select  committee,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  CRAWFonn,  and  Dana,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
4th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Mondav  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Seeoked,  Thataomuch  ofthe  Meaiageof  thaPraM* 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  aa  eoncema  the  Mlationa 
between  the  United  Statea  and  Fraftce  and  Great 
Britain,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  leferrad 
to  a  select  committee  to  examine  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  oommittee  have  leave  t» 
report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Crawford,  An* 
DBRSoiv,  Goodrich,  and  Pope,  be  the  committee. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Giles : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  ^  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea,  as  relates  to  the  occupation 
of  that  part  of  West  Florida  which  is  included  within 
the  boundaries  described  by  the  treaty  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  ta 
examine  tha  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate  ; 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill^ 
bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  until  Monday  next.       ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

iResolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the  corps  of 
engineers  and  Military  Academy,  be  referred  to  a  aa- 
lect  committee,  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  M»rykBd 
GiLMAN,  Bradjlbt,  PiOKBRiNG^  and  Kbbd,  be  the 
oommittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Resohed,  That  the  petition  of  the  President,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, praying,  a  charter  of  incorporation,  presented  on 
the  6th  instant,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to  conrider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Leib,  Good- 
rich, Crawford,  and  CuTTs,  be  the  committee. 

Monday,  December  10. 
■  Mf .  Leib  presented  the  resoliitiona  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Sute  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  18tb 
March  last^  approying  the  measures  pursued  bf 
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the  Admioistratioii  of  the  United  States,  od  oor 
foreign  relfttions;  and  the  resolations  were  read. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  motion  made  the  4th 
instant^  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains;  and 
on  motion,  \>f  Mr.  CRAWFORn,  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion as  follows : 

^  That  a  Chaplain  ahall  be  appointed  to  Congress 
dttdng  the  present  session^  who  shall  perform  divine 
service  on  the  Sabbath  day  in  the  Representatives' 
Hall,  and  shall  interchange  weekly ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negatiFe. 
So  it  was  Be$oived,  That  two  Chaplains,  of 
diilerent  deoominations,  be  appointed  to  Con- 

Sess  during  the  present  session,  one  by  each 
oase,  who  shall  tnterchange  weekly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  7th  instant ;  and, 

IU§ohedf  That  so  moeh  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the  eocopation 
erf  that  part  of  West  Florida,  which  is  included  within 
the  boundaries  described  by  the  treaty  for  the  acquisi- 
tion  of  Louisiana,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
examine  the  same  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate ; 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Pope.  Craw- 
ponn^  Amderson,  and  Bradlbt,  be  tne  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell, 

JUtohedf  That  so  nvoch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  commercial 
abases  committed  under  the  American  flag,  in  carry- 
ing on  an  itiegat  traflie  in  enslaved  Africans,  be  refine 
red  to  a  committee,  to  examine  apd  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bm  er  otherwise. 

Ordered,  ThatMessrs.CAMPBELLjDANAjBRAD- 
LEY,  CuTTS;  and  Gilman,  be  the  comtaittee. 
Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  the 

President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Poto- 
lac,  praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  fi?e  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  An- 
derson, GiLMAN,  Tait,  Goodricb,  and  Lsis, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilhan, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  agreeably 
to  the  22d  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate. 
-  Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Cutts,  Horsey,  and 
GiLMAN,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Seiohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  agreeably 
to  the  42d  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Campbell,  and 
Dana,  be  the  committee. 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  th^  Senate  of  the  10th  instant, 
for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  have  ap- 
pointed tne  Reverend  Jesse  Lee  Chaplain  on 
their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Resohed,  That  so  much  ofthe  Message  of  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  organizap 
tion  and  disdji^e  of  the  ndlitia,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  by  1^1  or  otherwise. 

Orderedj  That  Messrs.  Leib,  REBn,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Anderson,  and  Gilman,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  rega- 
Qating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  withont  amendment. 

On  the  qaestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 


Toes  day,  December  11. 

Richard  Brent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 


Wednesday,  December  12. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Jesse  Franklin,  from  the  Slate  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representaiives  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress,  and  recommend  to  their  early 
attention,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  a  very  considerable  demand 
beyond  the  legal  appropriations,  has  been  incurred  for 
the  support  of  seamen  distressed  by  seizures,  in  differ^ 
ent  parts  of  Europe,  of  the  vessels  to  which  they  be- 
longed. JAMES  MADISON. 

DscxxBia  IS,  1810. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs. Franklin,  Crawford,  and 
Qoodrich,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Treasury  Department,"  which,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cotts.  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  the  bill  to  suspend  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign 
coins,and  for  other  purposes,"  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  mo» 
ti^n,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed, 
by  unanimous  consent,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  for,"  incorrectly  quoted  from  the  original  bill. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  •'  An  act  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  regu- 
lating foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  or  the  stock* 
holders  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  praying  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  the  petition.    He  also  presented  the  me- 
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inorials  of  suDdiy  cidzens  of  Washington  connty 
on  the  same  subjeet;  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Andbrson,  Giluan,  Tait, 
Goodrich,  and  Lbib,  the  commiuee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  a  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank*  of  Potomac, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Draolet,  the  Senate  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 

Sirt,  in  por&nance  of  the  resolution  of  the  two 
ouses;  and,  on  counting  of  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
geared  that  the  Reverend  Walter  D.  Addison 
ad  a  majority,  and  was  accordingly  elected. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ittformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  certain  docoments  free  of  postage;'' 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
Co  the  second  reading. 


Thbrsdat,  December  13. 

Henry  CLAT.from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'Ati  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage," 
was  read  the  second  and  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Ruolved,  That  a  committse  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expedient  of  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  deposite,  for  coUecUoa,  in  other  banks  than 
tbAt  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  the  bonds 
given  to  the  Government  for  duties ;  and  that  the  com- 
mitlee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  25th  of  April,  1610 ;  and  also  a  report 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate^ of  the  Ist^of  May,  1810.  on  the  subject  of 
claims  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations;  to- 
gether with  an  explanatory  letter  from  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 


Friday,  December  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject;  and 

Hesolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  the  Sec- 
retarv  of  the  Treasury  to  deposite  for  collection 
in  otner  banks  than  that  of  the  United  States  and 
its  branches,  the  bonds  given  to  the  Government 
for  duties ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Crawford,  aD4 
Goodrich,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  memorial  of  the  City 
Council  of  Washington,  praying  sundry  amend- 
ments to  their  charter  of  incorporation ;  which 


WW  read^  and  referred  to  a  select  committae,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Daiia, 
Tait,  Gaillaed,  HoRfiBT,  and  GiLsa,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  ia 
obedience  to  theresolutionof  the  Senate  of  April 
7, 1810,  directing  him  to  prepare  a  system  of  regu- 
lations for  improving  the  discipline  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Leib,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryhuid, 
Amderson,  and  Gilman,  the  committee  towhoia 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  so  much  of  tha 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  organisation  and  discij^ine  of  the 
miHtia,with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

War  DiPARTHKirT,  December  18,  lOTO. 

Sia :  In  obedience  to  s  resolution  of  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  passed  April  7, 1810,  '*  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  prepare  a  system  of  regulations  for  im- 
proving the  dlM^plins  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
comprehending  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  and 
to  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,"  the  following  regnlations  for  the  iBikntry, 
oavdfry,  and  artHlery,  are  herewith  rsspeetlull/  pre> 
sented. 

In  determining  on  the  regulations  which  it  nay  be 
anost  eligible  to  establirfi  for  the  government  of  the  in- 
fiyntry*  sereral  eoasideratioos  pteseat  themselves :  first, 
the  organisetion  ef  companies,  battalions,  and  regi* 
aMBts,  as  ordained  by  eiisting  laws;  seoeodiy,  tha 
preAdeooy  ahwady  aade>  with  the  expeciettce  aoiuived 
aader  the  present  system.  Were  the  militia  to  he  ev- 
ganised  at  this  time  from  the  population  of  the  Uailad 
States,  and  regulations  to  be  adopted  for  their  govera- 
ment  and  discipline,  without  regard  to  their  present 
organization  and  discipline,  the  system  of  organiaatioii 
and  tactics  of  the  French  armies  would  claim  a  preform 
ence.  But  tiie  adoption  of  tlus  system  would  requtta 
an  entire  new  organization  of  companies,  battalioM, 
and  regiments ;  and  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  the 
officers  of  the  militia  would  bestow,  gratuitously,  the 
time  and  attention  necessary  for  their  own,  and  the  in- 
struction of  the  men  under  their  command,  in  the  near 
and  additional  duties  thus  devolving  on  them. 

The  regulations  prepared  by  the  late  Baron  deStea- 
ben,  and  ordered  for  the  govemmeat  of  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Continental  Congress,  Mardx 
29,  1779,  are  acknowledged  to  contain  the  necessary 
instructions  and  directions  for  the  discipline  and  gOT- 
emment  of  an  army,  and  have  been  the  general  rule 
of  practice  observed  by  the  militia  as  well  ss  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.  It  has  therefore  been  judged 
expedient  to  eontiBue  these  regalatieas  as  a  basis,  and 
to  add  to  them  sueh  amendments  and  aitsiatkias  as 
have  been  saggested  by  experieDce,  with  some  maaosa- 
vres  which  make  a  part  of  more  modern  tactics.  Should 
this  proposal  be  adopted,  the  ordinance  of  March,  1779» 
as  altered  and  amended,  will  require  to  be  reprinted. 

For  the  government  of  the  Cmtalrff^-^The  ordinaaoe 
for  the  exerciie  and  manceuvres  of  the  light  cavalry  of 
the  Frendi  armies  having  all  the  advantages  and  im- 
provements derived  from  long  experience  and  actaal 
service,  appears  to  be  wdl  calculated,    fnorder  that  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SI 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


23 


DKCEifMm,  ISIO. 


Bank  of  the,  Vnited  8tafe». 


SEHATte. 


fc  mty  be  fonmd  of  ita  niQfki,  a  trttiilfttion  of 
ti»  whole  of  that  orditttnee,  togetlMr  with  a  Tolunie  of 
pktos,  expknatorj  of  the  dirM^toiw,  m  herewith  trave- 
■ntted.  In  ease  it  ahall  be  approved,  a  reviaoii  of  the 
wo«k,  hy  a  penon  conversant  wit^  mihtafj  science, 
wiU  be  neoeaaaiy,  in  which  the  terms  will  be  rendered 
jnalogOui  to  oar  langnage ;  the  whole  maj  be  abbre- 
viated, and  soch  parts  as  are  not  appUoaUe  to  Ught 
cavalry  maj  be  entindj  omitted. 

Fmr  tke  ArtUUry,^^  A  compcndions  exercise  te 
gaiiiawi  and  field  ofdnanee,"  selected  from  the  most 
•ppioved  aothorilles,  by  offioers  of  ezperienee,  is  pro- 
poesd,  and  herewith  reported  for  consideratien. 

All  wfakb  is  lespectfoUy  sabmatted 

WILLIAM  EUSTI8. 

StkNitmy  of  Wat. 

PmneinmirT  of  Me  SenaUf  4c 


Monday,  December  17. 

Jambs  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Maseaeho- 
acMs,  took  his  seat  in  the  Seaate. 

The  PRisiDBfrr  oommuQicated  the  report  of 
tibe  Secretary  of  the  Nary  on  moneys  transferred, 
during  the  last  recess  or  Congress,  from  certain 
sppropriatioDff  for  particular  branches  of  expend!- 
ttire  in  that  department,  and  of  the  application  of 
aueh  moneys;  also,  his  report  showrnff  the  state 
an^  disposition,  at  this  time,  of  the  public  vessels 
of  war  and  gunboats;  which  were  read  for  cpn- 
slderation. 


ToBSDAT,  Deeember  18. 

JeBH  CoNOfT,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
imd  John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
«eTerally  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lexb  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Darv  and  Son,  and  others,  merchants  and  traders 
of  Philadelphia,  statioff  that  they  are  owners  of  a 
fare^e  property  beyond  the  Cape  6f  Good  Hope, 
and  praying  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the' 
act.  entitled  '^  An  act  concerning  the  commer- 
tai  interconrse  between  the  United  States  and 
Oreat  Britain  and  France, aod  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  under  which  they  are 
apprehensiye  the  said  property  may  be  implicated; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Giles,  Crawford,  Andbrson,  Goodrioh,  and 
PoPB,  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  7th  instant,  so  madh  of  the  Message  of  ths 
President  of  the  United  States  as  aoncerns  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  France 
and  Great  Britain,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  othervise. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  the  Prasi- 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  prajriog  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  taa  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
ihat  the  petition  be  printed  m  the  ase  of  the 
Senate. 

Messrs.  CaAWFoan,  Leib,  Llovd,  Pope,  and 
Aii»BR0O«,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 


7b  the  Smote  and  Hbuse  cf  BepreatniaHfves  of  the 

United  States  of  America^  in  Congress  assembled, 

the  memoriai  of  the  Stoekhtdden  of  the  Bank  of  tke 

United  States,  respectfaUy  skowetn  : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  25th  of 
February,  17dl,  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  were  incorporated  for  a  term  of  years,  which 
will  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

Aware  of  the  evils  which  must  result  from  the  sud- 
den termination  of  the  operations  of  an  institution,  inti- 
mately and  extensively  connected  with  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  nation,  with  Uie  public  credit,  and  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government,  your  memorialiste 
submitted  to  the  tenth  Congress,  an  application  for  the 
extension  of  their  charter.  The  wisdom  of  Congress 
having,  hitherto,  declined  a  decision  upon  the  subject, 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  again  to  sub- 
mit to  the  legislative  consideration,  and  to  repeat  their 
prayer,  that  the  charter  of  incorporation  under  which 
they  have  hitherto  existed,  may  be  renewed. 

Had  your  memorialists  consulted  merely  their  own 
convenience  and  security,  under  the  uncertainty  in 
which  the  success  of  their  application  has  since  that 
time  remained,  prudence  would  have  required  them 
gradually  to  call  in  their  funds,  as  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution, in  case  of  a  dissolution.  But,  considerations 
of  public  utility,  which  have  always  influenced  the 
conduct  of  this  institution,  and  a  belief  that  the  gen- 
eral interest  required,  and  would,  therefore,  obtain  a 
continnance  of  its  incorporation,  have  postponed  the 
adoption  of  a  measure,  in  whatever  manner  effected, 
productive,  as  they  apprehend,  of  great  public  as  well 
as  private  distress. 

The  superior  information  of  the  Legislatare  renden 
it  onnecessa^  for  your  memorialists  to  detail  the  gen- 
eral benefits  of  banking  institutions.  The.experieaoe 
and  the  practice  of  all  nations,  in  modem,  times,  suffi- 
ciently prove  their  utility  to  trade,  their  aid  in  the 
management  of  the  nation^  revenues,  and  their  ne- 
cessity '  in  times  of  public  emergency  and  general 
calamity.  In  no  country  have  these  benefits  been  more 
forcibly  exemplified,  or  more  fully  experienced,  than 
in  the  United  States.  The  truth  of  this  remark,  is 
obvious  in  the  amount  of  the  productive  capital  of  the 
country,  above  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals,  in 
the  rapid  advancement  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  the  solidity  of  private  as  well  as  public 
credit,  the  ease  with  which  the  moneyed  operations  of 
the  Government,  of  societies,  and  of  mdividuals,  to  an 
immense  amount  are  carried  on ;  the  accumulation  of 
wealth,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  nation.  It  is 
not  intended  to  suggest,  that  the  creation  of  banks  has, 
of  itself,  produced  these  efiects ;  the  activity,  the  energy, 
and  enterprise  of  the  people,  under  the  protectbn  of  a 
wise  and  able  Government,  have  co-operated  in  their 
production;  but,  without  the  augmentation  of  the 
active  capital  of  the  country,  and  the  other  facilities  to 
business  produced  by  banking  institutions,  that  activity, 
energy,  and  enterprise,  would  have  but  feebly  operated. 
That  the  public  opinion,  the  correct  arbiter  of  the  pub- 
lic interest,  coincided  with  that  of  your  memorialists^ 
is  evidenced  by  the  institution  and  increase  of  banks 
in  every  State  of  the  Union. 

In  producing  these  beneficial  efiects,  your  memori- 
alists reflect  with  pleasure,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  contributed  in  an  eminent  degree.  Its 
early  institution,  its  extensive  and  combined  operations, 
and  the  weight  of  its  capital,  at  the  same  time  that 
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they  afforded  it  the  opportunity  of  being  eoqnainted 
with  the  trading  interests  of  the  Union,  gave  it,  also, 
the  means  of  essentially  advancing  them,  while  its  dis- 
position to  do  so  has  always  kept  pace  with  its  ability. 
Kot  restricted  to  any  particular  district,  it  has  acted  as 
the  general  guardian  of  commercial  credit,  and  by 
preventing  the  balance  of  trade  in  the  different  States 
from  prodocing  a  deficiency  of  money  in  any,  has  ob- 
Tiated  the  mischiefs  which  would  have  been  thereby 
produced.  It  has  fostered  and  protected  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  States,  and  has  aided  them,  when 
unexpectedly  pressed ;  its  disposition  towards  tbem  is 
manifested  in  the  quantum  of  its  capital,  of  which  they 
have  generally  had  the  use,  not  much  less  in  amount 
than  one  tenth  of  the  whole. 

In  its  accommodations  to  individuals  it  has  been  lib- 
eral, but,  at  the  same  time,  discreet,  with  a  view  as 
well  to  their  safety  as  its  own.  By  means  of  it,  the 
merchant  and  the  manufacturer  have  been  enabled  to 
push  their  operations  to  an  extent  far  exceeding  what 
would  have  been  practicable  without  it ;  judicious  and 

Srudent  enterprise  has  been  encouraged,  rash  and  pro- 
igal  adventure  has  been  discountenanced,  and  a  suf- 
ficient fund  being  provided,  from  which  reasonable 
loans  could  be  obtained,  usury  has  been  prevented,  and 
usurious  lenders  repressed. 

Its  importance  in  the  administration  of  the  finances, 
and  its  utility  in  the  operations  connected  with  the 
public  credit  have  been  fully  established. 

It  has  afforded  a  place  of  de'posite  for  the  public 
moneys,  without  expense,  and  without  hazard  to  the 
Government. 

It  has  aided  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  by  in- 
troducing a  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  duties, 
otherwise  unattainable,  and  by  accommodating  with 
loans  those  who  had  such  payments  to  make ;  thereby 
assuming  upon  itself  the  risk,  which  otherwise  had 
been  home  by  the  Government.    . 

It  has,  at  all  times,  upon  its  own  responsibility,  and 
at  its  own  expense,  transmitted  the  public  moneys 
from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another,  so  as  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government,  and,  from  the  sur- 
plus revenue  of  one  place,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
another.  By  this  means  the  Government  hfn  always 
been  enabled,  with  convenience,  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  meet  its  other  demands,  at 
such  places  as  its  engagements  required ;  an  operation 
which,  without  such  an  aid,  would  have  been  produc- 
tive of  trouble,  hazard,  and  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  would  still  havo  been  liable  to  disappointment. 

It  has,  by  its  loans,  enabled  the  Government  to  com- 
ply punctually  with  its  engagements,  when  deficien- 
cies or  delays  have  occurred  in  the  revenue,  and  has 
thus  enabled  it  to  maintain  inviolate  the  public  faith 
and  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  There  have 
been  periods  when  the  nation  found  it  necessary  to 
borrow  largely  from  this  institution,  and,  at  one  time, 
« had  upon  loan  considerably  more  than  Uiree-fourth 
parts  of  its  active  capital. 

It  has,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Government, 
,  establiBhed  branches  at  places  disadvantageous  to  its 
business,  and  from  which  no  profit  was  expected  to  be 
derived. 

Most  of  these  operations  have  been  attended  with 
inconvenience,  and  with  expense  to  the  bank,  but  they 
have  always  been  perfi)rmed  with  alacrity  and  cheer- 
fulness. 

While  your  memorialists  thus  recount  the  aids  they 
have  afforded,  they  feel  no  disposition  to  forget  the  ad- 


vantages they  have  received  from  the  GovenMDoil  in 
return.  The  support  which  it  has  given  to  the  bank, 
and  the  confidence  which  it  has  reposed  in  it,  founded 
upon  a  knowledge  Of  its  management  and  condition, 
have  conferred  upon  it  a  stability,  a  dignity,  and  a 
splendor,  which  have  preserved  its  credit  frem  suspi- 
cion, and  have  secured  to  it  the  confidence  of  Eoiope, 
as  well  as  America. 

Thus,  mutually  aiding  and  aided  by  the  Govern- 
ment, has  the  Ban^  of  the  United  States,  for  twenty 
years,  continued  its  operations,  and  during  that  time, 
has  obtained  the  general  acknowledgment  that  its  a^ 
fairs  have  been  conducted  with  honor  and  digmty, 
with  impartiality  and  candor,  with  liberality  and  pru- 
dence. 

To  the  original  motives  for  the  institution  of  this 
bank,  the  success  of  experiment  is  now  added,  and 
with  the  existing  proofr  of  its  uses  and  its  services, 
every  consideration  of  policy  and  of  iustice,  urge  its 
continuance.  Indepenuent  of  the  positive  evils  its  dis- 
aolution  would  produce  to  the  community,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  at  least  be  deprived  of  those^advanta- 
ges  it  has  hitherto  derived  from  its  existence,  unless 
they  could  be  supplied  from  some  other  quarter,  either 
by  the  banks  established  by  the  several  States,  or  by  a 
bank  upon  a  foundation  altogether  new.  As  to  the 
State  banks,  your  memorialists  are  fully  sensible  of 
the  benefits  resulting  from  their  establishment,  and  of 
their  sufiiciency  for  the  purposes  of  their  institution, 
the  local  accommodation  of  the  places  in  which  they 
exist.  But  their  capitals  are  by  no  means  adequate  to 
the  demands  of  the  General  Government,  in  a  time  of 
emergency ;  a  time  when  the  ordinary  claims  of  their 
own  State  Governments,  and  of  their  own  particular 
customers,  would  be  increased  and  entitled  to  prefer- 
ence* Neither  could  the  transmission  of  the  public 
moneys,  from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  another,  be 
effected  with  suflicient  ease  and  dispatch,  or  to  the  re- 
quisite extent,  by  banks  of  limited  capital,  having  no 
connexion  with,  nor  direction  over,  each  other. 

Nor  would  it  be  prudent  in  the  Government,  to 
trust  the  deposite  of  its  funds,  to  the  extent  to  which 
they  sometimes  exist  in  a  variety  of  institutions,  united 
by  no  common  bond,  and  in  no  degree  responsible  f» 
each  other ;  over  whose  conduct  the  General  Govern- 
ment could  have  no  control,  into  whose  management 
and  condition  it  could  not  legally  inquire,  and  which 
those  institutions,  even  if  disposed,  could  not  legallT 
communicate.  Independent  of  the  hazard  to  which 
the  public  moneys  might  be  subjected  by  mismanage- 
ment, a  power  would  be  placed  in  hands,  which,  firom 
want  of  responsibility,  and  want  of  control,  might  be 
used  to  injurious  purposes. 

In  addition,  the  dignity  of  the  Government  seems  to 
require  its  fiscal  operations  to  be  conducted  through 
the  medium  of  an  institution  organized  by  itself,  of 
whose  ability  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  revenue  and 
public  credit,  no  doubt  can  exist;  of  whose  situation 
and  proceedings  a  competent  knowledge  can  be  had ; 
over  whose  conduct  a  sufficient  degree  of  control  to 
prevent  wilful  misconduct  should  exist,  and  upon 
whose  disposition  to  assist  the  Government  in  times 
of  exigency,  reliance  may  be  confidently  placed.  Such 
an  institution  is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
such  it  will  remain,  if  continued  in  its  present  form* 
The  amount  of  its  capital  gives  it  sufficient  power; 
its  situation  is  periodically  oommunicaled  to  the  Trea- 
sury Department:  over  its  proceedings  the  Govern- 
ment possesses  a  powerful  control,  by  the  extent  df  ita 
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d«]XMite0 :  of  iU  dwpotition  to  jield  every  legitinwle 
aaniUnce  to  the  GoTernment,  it  hae  giTen  the  atrong- 
ert  evidencea,  end  to  insare  the  coDtinnaiice  of  thii 
dinoeition,  its  interest  and  its  duty  combine. 

If  a  National  Bank  be  thus  condaciTe  to  the  inter- 
ests of  tho  commanityland  of  importance  to  the  Got- 
emment,  no  obvioos  motiye  suggests  itself  to  your  me- 
morialists against  the  continuance  of  the  present  bank. 
At  any  time,  and  especially  at  the  present,  when  so 
large  a  portion  of  American  propertT  remains  unpro- 
daetiYe  in  Europe,  so  great  a  remictSon  in  die  amount 
of  the  active  canital  of  the  country  as  the  dissolution  of 
«Im  bank  would  occasion,  must  be  attended  with  great 
aad  general  injury,  from  the  depredation  in  valne  of 
property,  the  stagnation  of  business,  and  the  check  to 
eoamMTcaal  enterprise,  which  would  result  from  it. 
And  IB  slopping  the  operations  of  such  an  engine,  one 
«f  two  consequences  must  be  produosd,  either  that  in 
discharging  the  debts  due  to  the  bank,  great  sacrifices 
must  be  made,  and  exery  resource  of  the  merchant 
drained,  or,  in  the  failure  to  pay  them,  an  irreparable 
blow  must  be  given  to  commercial  credit  and  punctor 
nlity. 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  calculate  the  effects,  which  the  de- 
etruction  of  the  bank  would  produce  in  the  loss  it 
wonld  occasion  to  the  public  revenue,  to  charitable  in- 
•titatioiis,  widows,  children,  and  others,  interested  in 
the  stods ;  from  the  pressure  to  which  the  other  banks 
must  be  inevitably  subjected,  from  the  want  of  confi- 
dence it  wonld  create  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
•nd  from  the  general  derangement  of  cre^t. 

Under  these  views  and  impressions,  your  memori- 
nlistB  solidt  the  renewal  of  their  charier ;  and  upon  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature,  and  iU  regard 
§ot  the  righU  and  interests  of  iU  citizens,  they  rdy  for 
its  concession. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  stockholders. 

DAVID  LENOX,  PreMmt. 

PnuAtouvaiA,  Dee.  10, 1810. 

TEEMTORY  OP  OltLEANa 

Mr.  QiLEs.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  oo  the  8th  instant,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  occunatioo  of  that  part  of  West  Flor- 
ida which  is  included  within  tbe  boundaries  de- 
aeribed  by  tbe  treaty  for  the  ac<|ui8ition  of  Loui- 
siana, reported  a  bill  declarioe  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to 
and  to  have  full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Per- 
dido,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 
the  dOth  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  following  is  the  bill: 

**ThMi  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  as  described  bv  an 
act,  passed  the  twenty-dxth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
■anddght  hundred  and  four,  entitled  *<An  act  erecting 
Louisiaoa  into  two  Territories,  and  oroTiding  ibr  the 
temporary  goTemment  thereof,"  shall  be  deemed,  and 
is  hereby  declared,  to  extend  to  the  riTer  Perdido;  and 
to  indode  all  that  territory  south  of  the  Missisnppi 
Territory,  and  eastvrard  of  the  river  Miidssippi,  to  the 
said  rirer  Perdido,  according  to  the  proridons  of  the 
tnaty  concluded  at  Parity  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  France,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand ei|^t  hundred  and  three. 

*<8ao.  S.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all  the 


laws  heretplbre  passed,  and  now  in  force  in  the  Terr^ 
tory  of  Orleans,  shall  be  deemed,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared, to  extend  to  ai^d  to  haTO  full  force  and  effect 
in  the  territory  described  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act. 

8xc.  2.  And  be  it  fkrther  enacted,  That  for  the 
purpose  of  more  conveniently  ascertaining  the  titles 
and  daims  to  land  within  the  territory  described  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  the  same  shdl  be  formed 
into  one  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  and  the 
Preddent  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appoint  one  register  of  land  titles,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties,  receive  the  same  compensation  for 
lus  services,  and  be  sulject,  in  all  reraects,  to  the  same 
regulations  and  providons,  as  are  by  law  prescribed 
to  the  registers  of  the  other  districts  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  com- 
missioners heretofore  appointed,  in  virtue  of  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining 
and  adjusting  titles  and  daims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louidana,** 
shall  meet  within  the  aforesaid  Territory,  at  such  plaoa 
as  the  Preddent  shall  have  directed  therein  for  the 

residence  6f  the  register,  on  or  before  the day  of 

— : — ,  and  they  shall  not  adjourn  to  any  other  place, 

nor  for  a  longer  time  than  three  days,  until  the 

day  of—,  and  until  they  shall  have  completed  the 
business  of  their  appointment:  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  dedde,  in  a  summary  way,  according  to  just- 
ice and  equity,  upon  all  claims  filed  with  the  register, 
conformably,  in  all  remects,  to  tbe  providons  now  in 
force  and  observed  in  the  Territory  of  Orieans;  wluoh 
deddons  shall  be  laid  before  Congress  in  the  saake 
manner,  as  is  now  done  in  the  other  districts  of  tbe 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  be  subject  to  the  determina^ 
tion  of  Congress  thereupon.'' 

Wedne»dat,  December  19. 

Christopher  Grant  Champlin,  from  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to  hare 
full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido.  pursu- 
ant to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  30th 
day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedience  of  authoridng  such  surveys  and 
examinations  to  be  made  respecting  the  lakes  or  wa- 
ters, along  the  northern  confines  of  the  United  States, 
as  may  conduce  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  com- 
munication thereon;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Thursday,  December  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject ;  and 

Reaolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedience  of  authorizing  such 
surveys  and  examinations  to  be  made  respecting 
the  lakes  or  waters  along  the  Northern  confines 
of  the  United  States,  as  may  conduce  to  the  safe- 
ty and  couyeiiience  of  commaaication  thereon ; 
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ftDd  that  the  eommittee  have  leare  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Orderedj  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Robinson,  Con- 
DiT,  Bradlet,  and  Franklin,  be  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  fhe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  additional  Postmaster  General, '  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  QiLE9,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  fourth  instant,  the  petitioo  of 
Larkia  Smith,  Collector  of  the  district  of  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Norfolk, 
Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to 
have  full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803^  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Hesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  had  in  execution  of  the  act  of  the  10th 
of  February,  1807,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  surveying  the  coasts  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  information 
of  such  measures  as  have  been  pursued  for  mak- 
ing a  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  Territorjr  of  Or- 
leans in  virtue  of  the  authority  committed  to 
him  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  an  act,  approved 
the21stof  April,  1806. 


Frioat,  December  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  praying  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  on  motion  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  llth  instant,  the  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative ;  and, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Anoerbon,  and  Pickering,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Armroyd  and  Co."  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  compensa- 
Uon  of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 


eral." was  read' the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Leib,  and  Smith  of 
Marvland,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the 
ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force, 
in  the  Territory  of  Orlei^ns,  to  extend  to  and  to 
have  full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Pads  on  tivi 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  bill  de- 
claring the  laws  now  Jn  force  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to  have  foil  force  and 
effect  to  the  river  Perdido,  pursuant  to  (he  treaty 
concluded  at  Paris  on  the  30th  day  of  April,  180^ 
and  for  other  purposes,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  report  their  opinion  on 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  in 
questioih  and  the  grounds  on  which  that  opinion 
may  be  founded,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
— yeas  5,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  and 
Pickering. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bi^ey,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutis/  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gilman, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tait. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horbby,  tliat  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Fri- 
day next,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Anoerbon,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsby,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  Senate,  all  the  documents,  papers, 
or  other  evidences  in  his  possession,  relating  to 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  eastward 
of  the  river  Mississippi  to  the  river  Perdido,  and 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  territory,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 


YxAS — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich^  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Mathewson,  and  Pickering. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit, 
Crawford,  CutU,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tait. 


Monday,  December  24. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbery 
Powers:"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  an 
additional  appropriation  to  supply  a  deficieticy 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  distressed  American  seamen  during  the  vear 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten ;"  in  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bills  last  brought  ap  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ahdbrson,  from  the  eommittee  oo  the 
•abject,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  Potomac.    And  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed. 

Mr.  AHDSR80N,  from  the  same  comraitiee,  also 
reported  a  bill  lo  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wasib- 
hiftoii ;  whicli  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
rettdiiiff. 

The  bill,  entitled  «Ad  act  for  the  relief  of 
Qeorgie  Armroyd  and  Company.''  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  refett^d  to  a  select  eommittee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  tnd  Messrs.  Lbib, 
BbadleTj  and  Llotd,  were  appointed  the  com* 
mittee. 

On  motron,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  additional  appro^ 
priation  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seamen  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,*'  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unmnimout  consent  5  and' referred  to  the  com- 
Diittee  lo  whom  was  referred,  on  the  12th  instant, 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  that  d*te,  on  the  same  subject,  to  consider  and 
f«]port  tliereim. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cammittee  of  the 
Wbde,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  colleotors  of 
the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the 
forther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
nntil  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

Mr.  Pope  gare  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion an  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  stock 
of  the.  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

PETITION  OP  IMPORTERS. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Carswell  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  stating  that  they  are  engaged  in 
the  importation  of  manufactured  |^oods,  aad 
hare  ordered  a  supply  for  the  coming  season, 
which  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  countermand; 
and  praying,  if  Congress  shall  deem  it  proper  to 
enforce  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
proYision  mav  be  made  b?  law  authorizing  the 
entry  of  gooas  imported  from  (bat  country,  to 
such  date  as  will  reliere  them  from  the  embar- 
rassments apprehended  and  stated  at  large  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
eommittee  appointed  on  the  7th  instant  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  qoneerns  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  France  and  Qreat  Britain, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other* 
wiae. 

The  petition  is  as  follows: 
7b  the  konorabk  Senate  and  tttmee  of  Representativei 

of  the  United  StateSt  in  Congress  assembled,  the  pe* 

tttion  of  the  subscribers,  merchants  of  the  City  of 

Phiiaaelphia,  respectfully  shotbeth : 

That  your  petitioners,  being  merchants  engaged  in 
^he  importation  of  manufactured  goods  from  other 
oou&tries  for  the  supply  of  this,  would  respectfully  rep- 
to  Congress  the  peculiar  embarrassments  to 


which  they  will  be  liable,  by  the  expected  reTiral  of  the 
non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain.  For  this  pmpose, 
they  beg  leave  to  state  the  situation  of  this  branch  of 
trade  wUh  smne  particularity. 

Many  of  yoor  palftionsea  hsTe^  according  to  the  usual 
course  of  business,  sent  orders  to  Great  Britain  for 
goods  as  early  as  August,  and  from  that  ti^e  to  tho 
middle  of  October.  These  orders,  when  receired,  are 
given  out  to  manufacturers  to  execute ;  and  the  goodst 
when  received  from  them  and  packed  up,  are  on  ac- 
count and  at  the  risk  of  the  American  merchant. 

At  the  time  when  the  President's  proclamation  was 
issued,  the  only  precautionary  measures,  which  time 
would  permit  your  petitioners  Xo  take,  were  to  £rect 
the  goods  they  had  ordered  not  to  be  shipped.  The 
goods  will  therefbre  remun  at  the  risk  of  yoiar  peti- 
tkmeTS,  who,  in  oases  where  the  goods  are  paid  ibr,  wn 
deprived  of  the  use  of  their  capita],  and  m  oAer  eases 
will  seon  be  subfeeted  to  a  heavy  eharge  of  iateiest. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  represent,  Aat,  in 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  capital  in  this  country, 
a  material  change,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  generaify 
understood,  has  taken  place  in  the  business  of  importing 
goods.  Formerly,  goods  were  imported  almost  exclu- 
sively on  credit.  The  American  merchant  was  ^  a 
debtor;  and,  in  fkct,  traded  on  fbreign  capital,  and 
chiefly  on  that  of  Great  Britain.  But,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  increase  of  capital  in  this  city,  and  probid>ly 
in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  not  only  is  the  old  debt 
liquidated,  but  the  importer  is  enabled  to  make  ad- 
vances for  a  great  part  of  his  importation.  And  your 
petitioners  state,  with  confidence,  that  about  one-third 
of  the  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  are  paid  for 
in  advance. 

This  course  of  business  is  not  only  beneficial  to  the 
merchant,  but  to  the  country  at  large,  which  thereby 
obtains  its  supplies  on  better  terms,  and  the  advantages 
arising  from  it  have  made  it  habitual.  Almost  all  your 
petitioners  have  remitted,  in  part,  and  some  of  them  in 
full,  for  goods  which  are  ordered  to  come  out  the  en- 
suing Spring ;  and  if  the  non-intercourse  should  be  re- 
vived, with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  first  of 
February  next,  the  country  will  not  only  be  deprived 
of  a  considerable  capital,  but  your  petitioners,  individu- 
ally, be  great  sufferers,  by  having  Uieir  property  placed 
out  of  their  power  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 

Some  of  your  petitioners  are  placed  in  circumstances 
which  miy  operate  with  still  greater  severity  against 
them.  They  have  ordered  goods  which  will  have  been 
shipped  so  early,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  counter- 
mand them  after  the  issuing  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation ;  and  which  goods,  by  detention  at  the  shipping 
port,  by  long  passages,  or  accidents  at  sea,  may  not 
arrive  until  after  the  list  of  February,  and  of  course 
may  be  Uable  to  seizure  and  condemnation. 

Whevsfbre,  yoar  petitioneM,  oosfiding  in  the  eqtiity 
oi  their  Government,  and  m  its  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  all  classes  of  citiseas,  respectfully  pray  year 
honorable  body  to  take  into  eonsideration  the  peculiar 
hacdship  of  their  case;  and,  if  Congress  shall  deem  it 
proper  to  enCiiee  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
that  a  law  asay  be  passed  authorizing  the  entry  of 
goods  imported  from  that  country,  to  such  date  as  will 
relieve  your  petitioners  from  the  embarrassments  before 
nseatiooed. 

SAMUEL  CARSWELL, 

And  thirty-eight  othe^  subscribers. 
Pbi^dsubii,  Dec  11, 1810.       . 
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BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
prayinfi^  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  of 
the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein  stated;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  18th  instant,  to  consider  the 
ejlition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
ank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 
The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreaerUaHveB  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  the  memorial  of  the  subseriberst  members 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
9pectfuUy  represents  : 

That  jour  memorialiitfl  regard,  with  interest  and 
ooneern,  the  approach  of  that  period  at  which  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exphre;  and 
that,  from  an  intimacj  with  the  institution,  and  an  im- 
mediiate  knowledge  of  its  direction;  from  a  view  of  the 
interests  plainly  interwoven  with  its  existence,  and  an 
anticipation  of  the  ruin  which  must  follow  its  dissolu- 
tion, they  are  induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  address  you. 
Your  memorialists,  in  presenting  to  your  view  such 
considerations  as  they  deem  to  be  urgent  for  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  desig^n 
to  confine  themselyes  to  such  facts,  circumstances,  and 
impressions,  as  are  immediately  within  their  own  expe- 
rience and  obsenration.  They  are  sensible  that  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  urge  upon  your  consideration  any 
inducement  for  the  continuance  of  the  bank,  which 
may  be  drawn  from  its  convenience  and  aptitude  to  the 
frnancial  operations  of  the  Government ;  nor  do  they 
deem  it  proper  to  obtrude  upon  your  deliberations  ar- 
guments in  frivor  of  the  Constitutional  existence  of  an 
institution  which  for  twenty  years  has  had  the  support 
of  Legislative  and  Judicial  sanction,  and  the  express 
respect  of  our  united  Confederacy.  They  are  aware 
that  these  points  are  of  the  first  importance,  and  that 
they,  with  every  other  national  consideration  connected 
with  the  question  of  renewal,  will  command  your  point- 
ed attention.  Their  views  simply  are,  to  present  before 
you  such  facts,  connected  with  the  Interest  of  the  citi- 
zen, and  the  well-being  of  the  community,  as,  in  their 
conception,  lay  the  foundation  for  practical  reasoning 
in  favor  of  a  prolongation  of  the  charter. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  derives  its  existence 
from  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  February,  1791 — 
coeval  with  the  organization  of  the  Government,  and 
its  arrangement  of  the  system  of  revenue  and  finance. 
It  had  its  origin,  not  from  individual  solicitation,  inter- 
est, or  speculation,  but  directly  from  the  CK>vemment 
itself,  and  avowedlr  for  its  purposes.  By  the  striking 
declaration  in  its  charter,  that  *'  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  established,"  and  the  still  more  striking 
provisions  which  it  contains,  in  relation  to  the  payment 
of  three-foutthsof  its  capital  in  the  public  debt^-to  the 
kirpection  of  its  accounts  and  transactions  by  the  offi- 
cer at  the  head  of  the  Treasury — to  the  receipt  of  its 
bills  or  notes  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States — ^to 
ita  loans  to  the  government  of  a  particular  State,  or  a 
foreign  Prince---by  a  direct  investment  of  interest  on 
behsif  of  the  nation,  to  the  extent  of  one-fifth  of  its 
capital — and  by  a  positive  pledge  of  the  faith  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  its  exclusive  existence  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States, — ^were  impressed  upon  it  the  most 
unquestionable  features  of  national  character  and  last- 
ing continuance.  From  its  origin,  its  form,  and  its 
principles,  its  duration  has  been  confidently  trusted  to, 


in  the  purchase  of  its  stock,  in  the  establishment  of 
similar  mstitutions,  and  in  the  extension  of  commer- 
cial enterprise. 

In  the  purchase  of  its  stock,  your  memorialists  regard, 
within  the  immediate  sphere  of  their  connexion  and 
observation,  an  interest  to  the  amount  of  one  million 
of  dollars  in  Uie  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  This  inter- 
est, extending  to  the  proportion  of  one-tenth  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  and,  as  is  stated,  to  one*third  part 
of  the  stock  holden  in  the  United  States,  has  been 
principally  inrested  at  an  advance  upon  the  original 
subscription,  which  has  been  paid  from  faith  in  the  man* 
agement  and  confidence  in  the  duration  of  the  institu- 
tion. Thb  interest,  in  a  large  proportion  also,  it  may 
truly  be  stated,  is  the  property  and  dependence,  invested 
upon  a  principle  of  security  and  confidence,  of  wid- 
ows, orphans,  and  charitable  associations.  To  stock- 
holders of  this  description,  the  dissolution  of  the  bank 
must  inevitably  produce  a  loss  of  income  and  interest 
to  which  they  look  for  support,  and  of  capital  to  an  extent 
which  no  calculation  can  ascertain.  And  your  memo- 
rialists cannot  but  think  that  a  sacrifice  of  interest  of 
such  a  description  can  never  be  required,  and  will  never 
be  made,  but  to  answer  national  purposes  the  most 
important^ 

To  the  extent  of  nearly  seven  millions,  your  memo- 
rialists understand,  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  be  holden 
by  foreigners,  or  persons  not  residing  within  the  Uni- 
ted States.  That  there  has  existed  no  objection,  either 
of  policy  or  propriety,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
to  the  holding  of  tins  stock  by  aliens,  is  evinced  by  the 
charter's  containing  no^rohibition,  and  by  the  recent 
sale,  directly  to  foreigners,  of  that  portion  of  the  stock 
holden  by  the  United  States.  That  this  extensive  inter- 
est has  been  invested  from  a  firm  reliance  upon  the 
continuance  of  the  bank  cannot  be  doubted.  With 
what  propriety  and  upon  what  foundation  that  reliance 
has  been  placed  your  memorialists  do  not  undertake  to 
decide,  but  content  themselves  with  expressing  their 
confidence  that  your  wisdom  and  justice  will  scrupu- 
lously guard  die  faith  of  the  Government  from  every 
imputation. 

In  the  establishment  of  similar  institutions  under  the 
sanction  of  the  difierent  State  Governments,  your  me- 
moriahsts  conceive  that  there  has  been  displayed  a  reli- 
ance upon  the  continuance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  In  all  parts  of  the  Union,  where  this  bank  or 
its  branches  exist,  other  banking  associations  have  been 
established,  the  interest  and  oonoems  of  whidi  are  ma- 
terially interwoven  with  the  existence  of  the  National 
Bank.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  the 
banks,  exclusive  of  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  amounts  to  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars,  ia 
which  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  an  interest  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  citizens 
of  the  State  to  almost  the  whole  of  the  residue. 

From  the  collection  of  the  bonds  for  duties,  at  Uie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  unavoidably  results  that 
there  is  in  that  bank  a  great  and  constant  accumula- 
tion of  the  paper  of  the  other  banks.  This  cause,  com- 
bined with  its  weight  of  capital  and  extensive  deposites, 
has  given  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  an  obvious 
importance,  in  the  connexion  with  other  banks,  which 
now  renders  its  continuance  almost  indispensable  to 
their  safety  ;  for,  your  memorialists  are  without  fear  of 
contradiction  when  they  assert,  that,  if  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutcs  be  dissolved,  an  eflfect  extensively  and 
deeply  injurious  will  be  felt  by  all  other  banking  insti- 
tutions within  the  range  of  its  operations.    In  their 
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apprehenflion,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Bank'  6f  the 
United  States  should  exact  payment  from  its  debtors, 
and  dose  its  concerns,  without  its  producing  all  the 
erils  of  prostrated  credit  and  general  delinquency.  In 
these  «vils  the  other  banks  must  largely  share,  and  from 
them  must  most  severely  aufler. 

Your  memorialists,  on  this  jK>int,  submit  to  vour 
consideration,  that  neith^er  the  individuals  who  have 
thus  extensively  embarked  their  interests  in  other  in- 
stitutionSf  nor  the  gp  vemments  whidi  have  brought  them 
into  being,  and  made  them  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic wealth,  could  have  ever  contempUl«d  tfieir  exposure 
to  this  incidental  injury,  or  perhaps  destructioii^  by  the 
dissolution  of  the  National  Bank ;  and,  even  if  such 
an  exposure  might  have  been  contemplated,  the  event 
oouM  only  be  anticipated  to  proceed  from  the  most 
pressing  public  exigency,  or  a  sure  calculation  ^f  th^ 
greatest  public  gfun . 

In  the  extension  of  commercial  enterprise,  your 
nemofiaBsts  present  to  your  view,  further  and  stronger 
evidence  of  reliance  upon  the  continuance  of  the 
bank.  The  establishment  of  the  bank  may  justly  be 
regarded  a»  the  ent  which  marks  the  rise  ot  commer-^ 
dsJ  credit,  cenfidience,  and  enterprise.  A  recurrence 
to  the  state  of  our  country,  antecedently  to  this  estab- 
tiahment,  wiH  ffaow  the  truth  of  4he  remark,  and  leave 
no  doubt  upoB  the  mind,  ae  to'  the  instrumentality  of 
the  bank'  in  ettoetitng  ihe  change*  The  femiatiMi  of 
the  bank  called  iBtc  cireulatioa  a  mMs  of  toifiid' 
wealth,  opened  laige  and  liberal  soufces  of  fteoommo!- 
datiott  to  enterpciae»  and  enforced^  and  insured*  pune- 
tnality  in  commercial  dealing ;  Uie  effect  w«s  sooo 
and  sensibly  Iblt  by  tho  commerce  and  agricalti|fe  of 
the  joountry,  and  its  salutary  character  has  been  shown, 
in  ihe  general  diffusion  of  confidence  and  projBperity. 
No  aouner  was  the  bank  established  upon  ^lat  sore 
foundation*  on  which  faith  in  its.  permanence  and 
direcUoQ  caused  it  to  rest,  than  its  stock  advanced 
in  value,  and  attracted  a  large  amount'  of  fbreign 
caf^tai  to  the  country;  from  the  introduction  of  l£is 
foieiga  capital,  which  was  invested  at  a  high,  advance, 
proceeded  these  important  results;  ^at  the  citizen 
realtaed  a  gain  in  the  advance  paid  by  the  foreigner, 
and  the  counIVy  was  gabled  to  tir^d^  upon  the  foreign 
capita]  aft  an  interest  below  its  market  value.  Other 
institutions- rose  upon  the  Uberaud  ncapital  of  die  citi- 
isn,  and  a  general  system  of  accommodation  gave  a 
spring  to  ontsfprise;  the  merfchant,  mechanic)  and^ 
manufactnrer,  whose  probity  and  indnstty  inspired 
eoafidenco,  was  enabled  to  oblain  the  meanf  of  ^er- 
tion,  and  lo  extend  his  transactions*  The  botrowers^ 
ha^e  caknlated  with  confidence  upoi^  a  continiiAnoe 
of  tho  loao».  so  long  as  they  are  deelpaed  safe  for  its 
rspayment,  and  have  not  antidpatod  a  demand  .which 
may  find  them  unprepared,  and  cost  them  a  sac^fice 
of  either  property  or  credit. 

It  is  upon  this  foundation,  that  extensive  oommei- 
dal  and  manu&c^ring  concerns  have  arisen  in  the 
country ;  and  large  investments  have  been  made  upon 
the  foith  of  a  general  credit.  To  dissolve  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  ^  not  only  to  check,  but  to  destroy, 
this  credit,  inasmuch,  as  not  only  that  bank,  but  all 
others  at  all  connected  with  it,  must  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts.  In  such  an  event,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  debtors  could  find  adequate  jresoi|rces 
to  enable  them  to  meet  their  engagements;  and  an 
oxtensive  delinquency  would  mark  the  loss  of  ^ke 
banks,  aad  the  destructioii  of  credit. 

Tour  insmonalists  are  asrare  that  ii  may  ha  urged, 
llthCoif.  3dSs8S.— 2 


that  the  limitation  in  the  diarter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  a  standing  admonition  to  the  vari- 
fiVL9  interests  connected  with  that  institution,  that  a 
period  was  appointed  fbr  its  legal  existence,  which  it 
cOuId  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  pass.  From  the 
eiisteDce  of  this  limitation,  open  and  notorious  to  all, 
it  is  argued,  that  no  injustice'  can  arise  from  the  re- 
fusal of  Govemmetit  to  grant  a  conttnuiitice  of  privile- 
ges, b^ond  the  time  for  which  they  were  originaBy 
conferred;  but  your  memorialists  are  confident  that 
they-  speak  the  language  of  general  opinion,  when 
they  state,  that  the  limitation  was  designed  as  a  check, 
by  which  the  institution  nkight  be  controll^  as  a 
guard  against  the  misdiiefii  of  a  defective  administra- 
tion, or  as  a  point  of  time  when  It  might  coma  to  aQ 
end,  if  it  were  re<)uired,  by  decisive  reasons  of  public 
necessity ;  but  that  it  never  was  designed,  and  never 
has  been  received,  as  the  period  of  its  dissolution,  if 
it^  administration  was  marked  by  ability,  integri^r» 
and  impartiality,  and  its  existence  productive  of  pub- 
lic good. 

To  the  administration  of  the  bank,  your  memorial- 
ists freely  yield  the  testimony  of  their  decided  appro* 
bation;  so  fair  as  the  transactions  of  the  bank  have 
been  open  to  their  observation,  its  direction  has  dis- 
pFayed  a  liberal  desire  to.  subserve  the  great  objects  of 
the  institution,  by  diffusing,  with  impartiality,  its  ac- 
commodations to  the  greatest  extent,  compatible  with 
its  fundamental  interests*  It  is  but  justice  to  this 
dkrection,  further  to  add,  thiit  during  the  current 
year,  a  crisis  of  the '  greatest  Interest  to  the  bank,  as 
your  memorialists  fuU  j  beliete,  its  accommodations 
have  not  been  eonllracted  Within  the  limits  appointed 
by  sou^d  considerations  of  Safety  and  propriety. 

How  for  the  convenienco  of  the  Government  may 
be  affected  by  the  dissolution,  or  by  a  material  altera- 
tion of  the  Iwnk,  your  memorialists  do  not  undertake 
to  declare:  they  entertain,  however,  the  strongest  per- 
sOkslon,  that  Oolksiderations,  not  only  of  great  conve- 
nience, but  of  necessity,  as  regards  Hxe  interest  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  prof^>erity  of  the  community,  urge 
the  continuance  of  the  bank.  On  this  point  your  at- 
tention is  eamasUy  solicited  to  the  existing  sUte  of 
the  country;  its  unavoidable  reKance  upon  accommo- 
dations from  the  ba^ks;  the  use,  convenience,  and 
importance  of  the  Bank  of  tho  United  States,  in  its 
present  fonn,  to  the  community,  and  the  erils  which 
impend  from  its  destmction. 

In  a^ew  of  tho  sUte  of  the  country,  at  the  present 
moment,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  the  following 
particulars,  they  trust,  vrill  receive  your  attention : 
The  commerce  of  the  United  States,  from  a  combine^ 
tion  of  causes,  has  been,  fbr  a  period  of  no  inconsider- 
able duration,  subject  to  great  emibarrassments.  Dur- 
ing the  eurrient  year,  this  embarrassment  has  been 
much  increased,  and  the  merdiant  is  laboring  under 
th^  pressure  of  a  heavy  sequestration  of  property 
abroad,  and  a  foilure  of  resoivces  at  home.  Of  the 
property  which  is  sequestered,  a  14rge  proportion  had 
tong  lain  unprodu6tively  <>n  the  merchants'  hand^ 
and  was  exported  with  the  hope  of  being  converted 
into  the  jneans  by  which  his  engagements  might  be 
met  Under  such  cii'cumstances,  the  reliance  of  many 
is  necessarily  upon  a  temporary  use  of  the  capital 
fotind  in  the  banks,  to  wluch  tiiey  have  confidently 
trusted,  as  ji  resource,  whilst  their  credit  shall  continue, 
and  until  thdir  property  shall  be  relieved. 

In  the  current  year  the  exportation  of  Specie  fh>m 
the  United  States  has  been  to  its  lUDcnstomod  extent, 
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and  the  importation  has  be»n  inconsiderable  in  amount.' 
This  eircnmstance  has,  of  course,  tended  to  increase 
the  embvrassment  of  the  merchant,  inasmuch  as  it 
has  necessarily  contracted  his  accommodations*^  From 
tl^ese  causes  it  has  resulted,  that  the  demand  for 
money  is  uncommonly  g^at»  an^i  the  means.ibr  sup- 
plying that  deniand  are  uniluyally  iimited* 

In  this  state  pf  things,  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
countty  sees  before  it*  in  the  coming  year,  an  extra- 
ordinary amount  of  debt  V>  the  United  States,  for  du- 
ties, a  large  proportion  of  which,  ii  payable  upon  goods 
tiiat  have  hitherto  been  unproductive;  and  it  antici- 
pates the  privation  of  that  aid,  which  the  bank  has 
always  been  Accustomed  to  give  towards  the  payment 
of  tJ^e  Custom  House  bonds.  In.  addition  to  this,  with 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  sees  a  suspension  of  the  oircuUtion  of  fiileen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  stated  amount  of  .its  ordinary 
accominodations.  It  sees  an  accumulation  of  the 
precious  metals  in  the  bank^  to  th9  fmaou^t  of  its  capi- 
tal', St  sees  seveh  millions  of  that  capital  withdrawn 
from,  the  country ;  and  it  sees,  that  payment  of  duties 
can  no  longer  be  made  to  the  Government  in  the 
notes  of  the  National  Bank,  but  that  payment  mtistbe 
made  in  spnecie.  With  this  prospect,  and  the  addi- 
tionfd  certainty,  that' accommodation  and  confidence 
ifvill  be  universally  succeeded  by  exaction  i^nd  distrust, 
your  memorialists  are  persuaded,  that  it  will  b^  in 
vain  for  individuals,  for  the  chartered  institutions,  or 
the  Government  itself,  to  expect  the  fulfilment  of  engage- 
ments, or  to  rely  upon-  the  performance  of  contracts. 

To  the  minds  of  your  memorialiBts,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  its  present  fonn,  presenU  a  striking 
character  for  itf  use,  convenience,  and.  iipportance  to 
the  community.  In  addition  to  the  vaiious  points  of 
view  in  which  its  value  has  been  already  considered, 
its  uses  are  further  to  be  regarded,  in  its  aiSirding  a 
convenient  and  safe  medium  of  circulation  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  in  the  &cilities  whidi  it  grants, 
by  means  of  its  drafts,  in  the  transposition  of  funds 
from  one  part  of  the  countiy  to  another,  with  perfect 
security.  In  a  national  and  individual  point  of  view, 
its  utihty  is  also  displayed,  in  having  and  exerdsing, 
by  means  of  its  peculiar  connexion  of  several  branches 
in  one  ^mmon  int^est,the  power  of  guarding  against 
the  inconvenience  and  evil,  which  might  result  from 
the  balance  of  trade  between  diArent  parts  of  the 
Union,  producing  a  \6c9l  defieieney  of  the  circukiting 
medium.  But^  ^hnva  al[,  your  taemorialiits  regard  as 
Lii««tmtable,  an  iriBtitntioti  which,  in  its  ample  ro- 
aourcpfl,  pDsse^sca  tbe  power,  and  in  the  independent 
end  liberal  spirit  of  it*  ilirection,  manifests  Uie  will, 
effectually  to  aid  both  Gavernment  and.  the  private' 
cit)Xt?ni  iu  caso  of  a  Hudden  end  serious  emergency. 

To  predirt,  with  eoruintv.  the  extent  of  the  evils 
wMcb  muat  iiicviLabiy  flow  Vrom  a  dissolution  .of  the 
bank,  is  bt?y  on  J  th  e  power  of  yo  ur  memorialists.  They 
conceive  tliiLt,  among  ilieae  evils,  however,  may  certainly 
be  placed  an  rxt^pn^siv^  and  aggravating  loss,  by  all 
pertpn^  intesrefitc  J  in  the  banlcuig  .associations  of  the 
country,  a  deettuetiv*  Jisrrgard  of  phnctuality  in  the 
perfonnoDce  of  rantriLci«T  both  towards  the  Govem- 
mont  and  the  cUiz^^n ;  a  wide  spreading  bankruptcy, 
which  will  be  felt  by  the  comaiercial,  manufiujturing, 
and  agriculuirat  intorcistt^  ^  n  dilRdence  of  the  stability 
of  Govern nie tit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  a  pros- 
tration oT  that  cf>niidanco  and  credit,  which  have  so 
happiLy  and  Bucce^sfuiJy  aiiminurtered  to  the  enter- 
fwtt  and  protfperitj  of  the  eountry. 


From  the  view  which  your  memorialists  have  taken 
of  this  subject,  and  the  observations  which  thay  have 
suboltt^  to  your  consideration,  it  is  apparent,  that 
their  earnest  prayer  to  you  is,  Uiat  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  msj  be 
granted ;  and  a  confirmation  thereby  be  given  to  pub- 
Uc  csonfidence,  private  tranquillity,  general  credit,  and 
national  prosperity. 

CONDY  RAGUET, 

And  one  hundred  aihen. 

Wboh B8DAT,  December  26. 
The  Senate  assembled ;  and  on  motions  ad- 
journed to  11  oVlock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tburbdat,  December  27. 

Jenkin  Whitbsidb,  from  the  State  of  Teane^ 
see,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
7th  instant,  to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a 
bill  to  iDcorporate  tlur subscribers  to  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria ;  and  the  bill  was  reii4*  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading* 

The>PaB8iDfiNT  laid  beforie.  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
m  obedience  to  the  directiona  of  the  act,  entitled 
'*Aa  act  regulating  the  currencir  of  foreign  coini, 
in  the  United  Sutes/'  passed  April  10, 1806 ;  aod 
the  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
«nttion.. 

Mr.  Leib  ^re  notice  that  to-morro^  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
'of  a  qua rternoaster's  department. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled ^Ad  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  affainst  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  .Second  time. 

The  bill  to.  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
,ton  was  read  the  secoud  time. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Corooran  anS.  others,  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating 
that  they  had  commenced  certain  improvemeBts 
in  the  ohannel  of  the  river  Potomae,  near  that 
town,  bat  that  they  were  impeded  in  their  pro- 
gress bjr  a  legal  injanction.  on  suggestion  that 
they  might  ^injury  to  the  nridge  lately  ereeted 
oter  the  nforementioned  Hver:  And  that  the 
petitioners  are  constrained  to  lay  their  case  be- 
fore Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interposition  and 
relief.  And  the  petition  was  read  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Smttb,  of  Maryland,  Fbatcic- 
Liir,  Champlin,  Gaillabd,  and  Bbadlet,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  HoBBET  gave  notipe  tbat  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bno^  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
sale  and  grant  of  a  dertam  quantity  of  public  land 
to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  aat  toauthorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  maeerttfiB  aad^ttie,  by.th«  appoint- 
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meat  ef  OommisRioiien,  the  exterior  line  of  the 
poUic  land  at  West  Point,  with  the  adjoiniDg 
proprietor ;"  In  which  bill  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  ap  for  concnrrehee  was 
read  a»d  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANDUaoN  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Porter,  sutioff  that  he  commanded '  the  flotilla 
stationed  at  New  Prleaos^  doring  the  ^tstenoe 
of  the  laws  prohibiting  intctcoarse  with  France, 
and  that  he  there  seized,  and  rproseeoted  at  his 
own  expense,  to  condemnation,  three  reesels,  the 
proeeed»  of  which  were'distribated  under  the  rev- 
eoue  laws,  bat  that  his  proportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  cost  of  prosecutioD.  He  therefore 
|«ays  Congress  to  relinqubh'  to  him  tbeic  prOpor^ 
tioD  of  the  peaatties  and  forfritares  which  may 
bare  been  incurred  by  said  8ei29ares,as,a  rdmuner- 
atioB  for  his  senrtees|  and  the  petition  was  read, 
aad  referred  to  a  seieet  committee,  to  coasider 
aad  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise)  and 
Messrs.  Andbiison,  CABiFaBLt«,  and  Clat,  were 
appointed  the  committee^ 

Mr.  Pops  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brfng  in 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscriptioo  on'  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Ganal 
Company;  aad  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

OCCUPAtlON  O?  WEST  FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  deelarinf  the  laws  now  ia  force  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleaos  to  extend  to^  and  to  have  full 
force  aad  eflfect.  to  the  river  Perdido,  pursuant  to 
the  treaty  coacladed  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1803;  and  for  other  purpoeeiu 

The  question  was  on  tlie  bill's  passage  to  a 
third  reading* 

Mr.  Pjon.—yU.  Presidept,  I  regret  that  the 
hoBOiabie  chairaMU  of  the  conumttee  who  re- 
ported this  bHl  is  not  here  to  give  it  that  support 
which  ins  talents^  inibrmation,  and  the  impor- 
taace  ^  the  subject  authorize  us  to  expect.  Ili» 
aheeaco  has  dcToived  on  iqe,  as  a  member  of  the 
coaimitiee^  and  a  representatire  of  that  section 
of  the  Uaioa  more  immediately  interested  in  the, 
Mbject  before.iM,  to  explain  to  the  Senate  some 
of  tha  gnmads  which  induced  them  to  makd  this 
leport.  The  flrst  important  question  which  the 
piaelaflMUion  of  the  President  and  this  bill  pre« 
aaais  far  eoasidaraiioa  iS|  whether,  or  jnot^.tha 
Uaited  States  hare  a  good  tide  to  the^  territocy 
ia  question.  Before  I  eumine  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion from  Prance  to  the  United  Sutes  of  1803, 
the  sooree  of  our  claim,  permit  me  to  inquire 
what  were  the  limits  of  Louisiana  in  that  quar- 
ter to  arfaich  this  subject  leads  us  before  the  treaty 
aad  oession  of  1768-^  between  France,  Spain, 
and  Great  Britain  ?  On  this  subject,  howerer,  I 
helieTe  there  is  no  contcariety.  of  opinion.  Be- 
fore thia  period,  Louisiana  extended  east  of  the 
river  Mississippi  to  the  rifer  Perdido*  France 
aad  Spain,  l^  the  Treaty  of  1719,  established 
tUsboandary  between  Florida,  now  called  East 
Flarida  and  Louisiana*  The  ancient  limita  of 
hare  boea  to  faily  Moenaiaed  by  the 


-  doeaments  laid  bei^ua  Congressat  different  times,  ^ 
and  the  numerous  discussions  the  subject  has  un- 
der^oacj  that  1  should  only  waste  the  time  of  tlw 
Senate  in  attempting  to  throw  any  aew  li^ht  on 
it.    I  shall  only  refer  the  Senate  to  one  additional 
evidenef  that  this  rirer  was  the  aaoient  eastern 
boundary  of  this  province.    Mr.  Sim>llet^in  his 
continuation  of  ^  {fume's  History  of  England/' 
states  the  answer  of  the  British  Qorernment  to 
the  propositfons  made  by  France  for  peace  early 
in  the  year  1761,  from  which  it  9|mears  that 
Fraace  thea  daioned  the  river  Perdido  as  their 
oj^ern  limit,  nor  does  this  fact  appear  to  have 
been  contested  by  the  British  Minister.    It  ap- 
pears  that  previoua  to  the  war  which  terminated 
m  1763,  Louisiana   comprehended ,  nearly  the 
whole  country  watered  b|r  the  Blississippi.and  its 
.branches.    I  and  it  stated  in  a  pamphlet  published 
in  New  York,  that  France,  by  a  secret  cession, 
eootemppraveous  with  the  treaty  called  the  Fam- 
ily Compact  of  1761,  transferred  this  country  to 
Spain,  to  induce  her  to  beoome  ^r  ally  in  the 
war  against  Qreat  Britain ;  and  although  I  can 
find  no  evidence  to  aupport  this  statoment,  ytt 
the  events  of  that  war,  previoas  to  that  period, 
renders  it  at  least  probable.    It  will  be^  remem- 
bered that  the  arms  of  G^cat  Britain  had  tri- 
umphed over  those  of  France  both  by  sea  and* 
land*    France  had  lost  Canada,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  ships  of  war.    Spain"was  not  then  a  part^ 
in  the  war,  and,  to  induce  her  to  becoaie  so,  it 
seemsv  probable  theit  France,  nn<ler  the  pressure 
of  adverse  foHttne,  <teded  to  her  this  province. 
But,  as  this  statement  does  not  correspond  with 
the  documentB  on  our  tablesj  nor  the  views  of 
others  who  have  examined  this  subject,  we  are 
coinpelled  to  take  it  for  granted,  thht  the  cession 
of  West  Louisiana,  with  the  isiaad-of  New  Or^ 
leans,  to  Spain,  and  of  East  Louisiana,  since  call^ 
West  Florida,  to  Qreat  Britain,  were  made  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  year  1763.    It  is,  however^  wdl 
known  that  France  made  the  cession  to  Ghreat 
Britain  ar  the  iastahee,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
Spaittf  to  enable  bar,  with  the  cession  of  Florida, 
now  called  East  Florida^  to  obtain  a  re^titutian 
of  Cuba«    The  whole  of  Louisiana,  not  conquered 
by.  GreaV  Britain,  may,  with  proprietf  •  be  said  to 
have  been  given  up,  or  ceded  to  Spain.    Let  us 
now  examihe  that  part  of  the. treaty  of  cession 
between  the  United  43tates  and  Fiante  of  1803, 
which  relates  to  this  question.    By  that  treaty, 
we  acquired  Lodiriaaa  as  fully,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  bad  been  acquired  by  France  from 
Spain,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  m.  Ildefooso  of 
ttee  1st'  of  October,  1800.    By  this  treaty,  Spain 
retrobeded  Louisiana  to  France  '^  with  the  same 

*  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and 

*  that  it  had  whea  France  poesessed  it,  and  such 
'  as  it  should  be  after  the  treatiOB  sObsequently 
'  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other  States.'' 
That  this  extract  from  that  treaty  is  correct,  can- 
not be  doubted,  as  it  has  never  been  denied  by 
Spain.  The  word  "retroeede"  in  thia  treaty 
has,  I  believe,  occasioned  mora  doubt  with  eegard 
to  the  meaning  of  this  cession  than  any  oxprca- 
sioa  coataiaadin  it,  bat  caanot»  when  the  suljeet 
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h  properly  examined,  have  the  effect  contended 
for.  /  It  is  said  that  as  France  ceded  to  Spaim  in 
1762,  Loaisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi,  including 
the  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  word  *'  retroeede'? 
must  limit  the  cession  to  what  had  been  preri- 
oasljr  ceded  by  France  to  Spain ;  but  if  it  be  true 
that. Louisiana  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi 
was  ceded  to  Spain  in  the  year  1761,  although 
Sast  Loaisiana  was  afterwat'ds  ceded  by  France, 
with  the  consent  of  Spain  to  Great  Britain,  the 
word  "retrocede''  might,  with  propriety,  be  used 
with  reference  to  the  original  grant  to  Spain  ih 
1761.  or  if,  what  will  not  be  denied,  the  cession 
of  Efast  Louisiana  to  Great  Britain  by  France, 
was  at  the  instance,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Spain, 
Spain,  in  1800,  after  she  had  acquired  East  Lpu- 
isiaba,  alias  West  Florida,  so  called^  by  Great 
Britain  after  1763,  could  well  say  to  France,  I 
re-|frant  to  you  what  you  ceded  to  me,  and  on 
my  account,  or,  at  least,  so  much  as  I  can  re-grant 
consistently  with  the  treaties  I  have  since  made ; 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  plain  and  evident  tnean- 
iug  of  the  instrument.    If  the  parties  ha^  meant 
|o  confine  the  retrocession  to  the  limitjt  of  the 
ecisioo,  made  by  France  to  Spain,  of  Louisiana 
Weil  of  the  Mississippi,  indoding  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  they  would  have  used  the  same 
dflscription.    They  would  certainly  have  stopped 
after  saying  the  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain.    But,  to  prarvent  mistake  or  miscon- 
atruction,  they  add,  "that  it  had  when  France 
possessed  it,*|  and,  what  i«  still  more  conclusire 
of  the  meaninjgr  of  the  parties,  they  go. on  to  say, 
**  and  such  as  it  shotiJd  be  after  the  treaties  sub- 
aequently  entered  into  betffeeu  Spain  and  other 
8tates."    As  Spain  had  nerer  entered  into  any 
treaty  with  regard  to  the,  western  boundary  of 
Louisiana,  and  as  t|ie  only  treaties  to  which  the 
parties  could  ha?e  alluded  was  that  of  1783  with 
Great  Britain,  and  of  1796  with  the  United  States, 
both  relati?e  to  limits  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
aiasippi,  it  is- perfectly  clear  that  the  contracting 
^rties  meant  to  comprehend  whatever  of  Louis- 
tana,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi;  Spain  had 
a  title  to.    If  the  construction  I  contend  for  is 
not  admitted,  then  the  latter  parts  of  the  descrip- 
libn  will  bare  BO  effect,  contrary  to  a  settled 
principle  of  law  and  common  sense,  that  every 
part  of  an  instrument  shall  hare  effect,  if  it  can 
by  any  reasonable  construction.    To  strengthen 
the  construction  for  which  I  insist,  if  may  not  be 
amiss  to  consider  the  riews  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time  this  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso 
was  made.    They  no  doubt  acquired  (his  prov- 
ince with  an  intention  of  holding  it,  and  it  was 
an  object  of  national  pride  to  regain  as  much  as 
practicable  of  the  colonies  which  had  been  lost 
under  the  bid  Government.    Besides,  they  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  importance  of  Bast  Louis- 
iana, now  West  Florida,  to  the  security  of  New 
Orleans }  and,  as  the  praetict|bility  of  obtaining 
it  at  that  time  from  Spain  cannot  be  doubted,  the 
presumption  is  irresistible  that  the  cession  was 
intended  to  embrace  \i.   I'had  intended  to  have  as- 
certained at  the  Department  of  State  the  ground 
of  objeetioo  with  Spain  to  thesurrander  of  that 


country  to  the  IJnited^  Stated,  but  have  not  made 
the  inquiry.  I  do  not,  however,  think  it  difficult 
to  account  for  the  conduct  of  Spain.  My  coo- 
jecture  is,  that  France,  after  she  had  sold  Louisi- 
ana to  the  United  State^and  received  the  price 
stipulated,  secretly  advised  Spain  not  to  surrender 
it,  having  at  that  time  formed  the  project  which 
she  is  now  attempting  to  execute,  of  acqutring 
the  whole  Spanish  Empire.  Her  interest  was, 
therefore,  identified  with  that  of  Spain,  and  she 
was,  no  doubt,  willing  to  unite  with  Spain  in 
giving  the  most  limited  con^truetion  to  the  cession 
to  the  United  States.  I  find  that  Congress,  bf 
an  "act  passed  on  the  24th  of  February,  1804, 
have  solemnly  asserted  our  right  to  this  territory 
and  authorized  the  President  to  take  possession 
of  it,  and  to  esubluh  a  port  of  entry^  dbc.,  od  the 
Mobile,  whenevek^  h^  should  deem .  it  ezpedi^L 
The  time  when,  and  circumstances  under  which 
this  step  should  be  taken,  were  submitted  to  tkt 
discretion  of  the  Executive,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  ask  why^  if  we  had  no  title  to  this  territory, 
the  President  was  urged  to  uke  possession  by 
^rce,  and  censured  for  not  doing  it  f  If  my  re- 
collection is  accurate,  all  parties  agrof  d  we  ought 
to  have  the  country — they  only  differed  as  to  the 
mode  of  acquiring  it.  The  President,  influenced 
by  that  policy  which  has  hitherto  guided  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  of  avoiding  making  this  ot* 
tion  a  party  in  the  present  Barope^n  war,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  him 
by  that  act,  ()id  not  think  proper  to  seize  upon  it  i 
by  force,  but  to  wait  for  the  occurrence  of  evcnU 
to  throw  it  intb  our  hands  without  a  struggle. 

The  expediency  of  taking  possession  of  this 
territory  cannot,  it  appears  to  me,  admit  oft 
doubt.  If  Xhe  Ptesident  bad  refused  or  hesitated 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  West  Flori^ 
by  extending  to  them  the  protection  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  and  they,  had  nought  security 
in  the  arms  of  a  foreign  Power,  what  should  we 
have  heard  t  He  woiiid  have  been  charged  with 
imbecility,  and  fear  of  incurring  responsibility* 
He  would  have  been  denounced  as  unworthy  of 
the  station  his  country  had  assigned  him.  Let  it 
be  reiiiembered  that  the  Orleans  eountry  is  oar 
most  vulnerable  part— remote  ftoitt  our  physical 
force— a  climate  more  fatal  to  our  people  than 
the  sword  of  a  vidtorious  enefuv-^-and  that  an 
enemy  in  possession  of  West  Floridgt  can  with 
great  (acilitv  cut  off*  Mew  Orleans  trom  the  upper 
country.  Ii  the  fortunate  moment  had  not  been 
seized,  this  province  would  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  Power,  or,  if  time  had  been 
given  for  intrigue  to  mature  itself,  another  Burr 
plot  would  probabl^r  have  risen  from  the  ashes  of 
the  first,  more  formidable  to  the  integrity  of  this 
empire.  Burr,  like  Archimid^s,  fancied  that  if 
he  had  a  place  to  stand  upon — a  place  beyond  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stiites  to  rally  his  fol- 
lowers— ^he  could  overturn  the  Government;  He 
has,  it  is  true,  fled  fi'om  the  frownt  of  an  indi^ 
nant  country ;  but  he  was  'not  alone.  Let  to 
opportunity  be  afforded,  and  a  thousand  Barrs 
would  throw  off  the  mask  and  poinr  their  arms 
against  the  Federal  Union.    On  aaubject  of  sueh 
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intertst,  it:  would  btre  been  erimiDal  in  those  ap- 
poiot«d  toiratch  over  the  national  safety  to  have 
hesiuted.  I  was  sarprised  to  hear  this  procedure 
prOBOanoed  ajobbery,  and  making  of  war.  Why 
flhoiild  OUT  sympathies  be  awakened  In  faror  of 
Spain  1  What  claim  has  the  Spanish  Gk>yern- 
ment  upon  our  moderation  aitd  forbearance? 
W  hat  has  been  her  conduct  ?  From  the  moment 
we  beeame  ao  independeni  nation  she  itm  been 
iDtrigoing  to  separate  the  Western  counti^y  from 
the  Atlantic  States.  She  has  made,  at  different 
periods,  and  as  late  as  the  year  17^,  in  violation 
of  her  treaty  of  1795  with  this  country,  direct 
propositions  to  the  Western  people  tosecede  from 
the  Union,  and  to  accomplish  her  object  at  least 
attempted  the  use  of  means  the  tnost  corrupt. 
What  has  been  her  conduct  since  w^  acquired 
Louisiana?  If  I  am  correctly  infbrmed,  our  de- 
serters and  Slares  who  have  taken  refogre  in  Flor- 
ida in  maay  instances  have  not  been  surrendered, 
and  enormous  duties  have  been  imposed  on  our 
yessels  navigatids  the  Mobile.  Under  all  these 
proroeatioas,  suntetent  to  have  drawn  upon  them 
from  almost  any  other  natioD  tfn  open  declara^ 
tioo  of  war,  our  G<)vernment,  influenced  by  that 
pacific  policy  which  has  hitherto  regulated  its 
course  towards  foreign  nations,  exercis^  patience 
and  forbearance.  And  since  the  late  revolution 
in  Spain,  I  believe  it  wiH  not  be  pretended  that 
this  Government  has  manifested  aiiy  disposition 
to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale  of  France 
agaiast  the  Spanish  ptrty.  Our  Qovernment 
has  taken  no  step  in  relation  to  West  Florida 
uatil  eompelled  by  a  regard  to  our  own  safety. 
The  Szeeatlve  in  the  proeeeding  under  consid* 
eratioa  has  used  laniuage  the  most  conciliatory, 
and  oa  the  ftiee  of  his  proclamation  given  a 
pledge  that  this  Qovernment  will  at  any  time 
enter  isto  amieabie  negotiations  on  the  subject 
of  our  eiatm  to  this  territory,  if  it  shalf  be  dis- 
puted. 

There  are  other  at  least  plausiblegrounds  upon 
which  this  bill  as  an  original  proposition  might 
be  supported  entirely  iddepeiident  6f  the  cession. 
Sjpain  is  indebted  to  us  a  large  amount  for  spoli- 
attons  committed  on  our  commerce ;  and  as  there 
is  no  Government  ht  present  towards  which  the 
ordinary  proceeding  can  be  pursued  to  obtain 
payment,  eoold  we  not,  oa  tne  principle  of  the 
attachment  law,  as  an  act  of  self-justice,  seize 
on  this  territory  to  secure  satisfacMon  ? 

As  this  measure  has  be'en  emphatically  called 
an  aet  of  robbery  and  war,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  consider  the  political  state  of  the  Spanish  col- 
onies in  relation  to  the  Spanish  Government  in 
the  hands  of  the  Junta,  and  the  new  dynasty 
about  to  be  established  bv  Bonaparte.  It  may 
be  said,  perhaps,  that  the  late  alienation  of  the 
Spanish  Crown  and  the  revolution  in  Spain  hav^ 
dissolved  the  tie  which  connects  them  with  the 
nother  eon^trv.  On  this  point  I  will  not  detain 
the  Senate,  if  the  French  arms  shall  be  suc- 
ctwfol  in  Spain,  of  which  I  believe  few  enter- 
tain much  doubt,  and  the  Junta  shall  be  driven 
from  Old  Spain  to  any  of  the  colonies,  their  po- 
litical character  most  cease,  and  they  can  no 


longer  claim  ti^  exercise  (>f  any  jorisdtctioii  or 
sovereignty  over  the  coloikies.  The  colonies  are 
not  bound  together  by  anypoUticcl  bond  uneoa* 
neeted  with  tb^  mother  country;  they  are  sub- 
ject to  the  jnother  country,  but,  tbe  moment  she 
IS  conquered,  they  are  at  liberty  to  provide  for 
th^m^dves,  unless,  indeed,  the  Emperor  of  France 
or  King  Joseph  can  claim  them.  France,  in  an 
official  ezpos6,  and  King  Joseph,  by  proclama- 
tion, have  depiared  their  willingness  that  the  col- 
onies should  become  independent,  provided  they 
do  not  connect  themselves  with  Great  Britain. 
If  France,  therefore,  shall,  which  is  probable, 
con<]uer  the  mother  country,  we  are  fuHy  au* 
thorized  by  her  public  declaration  to  the  world  to 
acquire,  with  the  (sonsent  of  the  inhabitants,  not 
only  West  but  East  Florida,  Cuba,  or  any  other 
province  which  We  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
connect  with  the  Uiiited  States.  This  bill,  may 
be  justified,  independent  of  title,  by  the  law  of 
self«^preservation.  Have  we  any  assurance  that  ' 
the  Spanish  Government  will  oaaintain  their 
beutrality  in  this  territory  if  we  should  be  in^ 
volved  in  a  wir  with  either  France  or  Great 
Britiia?  Can  they,  or  ^^rill  they,  prevent  the 
march  of  an  enemy's  forces  through  that  terri- 
tory into  the  United  States?  No,  sir;  we  have 
every  reason  to  expect  the  contrary.  Consider-^ 
ing  how  vulnerable  we  are  from  this  territory, 
its  present  state,  and  the  aspect  of  our  foreign 
affairs,  it  appears  to  me  that  w^  are  aothoriied 
to  take  possession  of  it  as  a  measure  of  nattooal 
security.  It  may  be  objected  that  taking  the 
property  of  others  by  force  tends  to  relax  the 
morals  of  the  people,  by  destroying  that  oriteriott 
of  right  and  wrong,  the  obserrance  of  which  is 
so  necessary  to  the  purity  of  our  Republic  ;  abd 
lam  ready  to  admit  that  we  ought  to  proceed 
upon  this  principle  of  necessity,  and  expediency 
with  great  caution,  and  never  to  act  upon  it  but 
in  extreme  and  evident  casesi  Had  we  a  colony 
on  the  coast  of  England  or  France,  similarly 
situated,  we  know  they  would  not  hesiute. 
When  we  reflect  that  our  property  is  seized  by 
almost  every  nation;  that  the  laws  and  usages 
of  nations  are  disregarded  by  nearly  all  Europe; 
that  their  conduct  has  been  lately  marked  with 
a  degree  of  perfidy  and  rapacity  unexampled  in 
the  nistory  of  the  civilized  world;  that  they 
have  in  fact  become  States  of  Barbery ;  it  ap- 
pears to  ihe  that  we  ought  not,  as  regards  them, 
to  be  over  nice  or  squeamish  upon  questions  of 
this  sort.  Shall  we  sit  here  with  our  arms  folded 
until  the  enemy  is  at  our  gates?  If  we  waste 
our  time  in  discussion  ^nd  refining  abstract  ques- 
tions of  right  and  wrong,  we  shall  lose  our  inde- 
Eeodenqe,  and  we  shall  deserve  to  lose  it.  I  had 
oped  this  bill  would  have  passed  without  much 
debate;  I  know  the  people  are  tired  of  long 
speeches  and  documents.  This  fondness  for 
lengthy  discussions,  has  even  drawn  upon  Con- 
gress toe  reproaches  of  the  ladies ;  they  begin  to 
say— less  talk,  more  action. 
After  Mr.  Pope  had  concluded, 
Mr.  PiCKEHiNO  said  this  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance,  and  ought  not  to  be  htirried  to  a  de- 
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citiott  OB  the  fim  day  of  diiciissios.  This  was 
the  first  time  the  claim  of  the  United  Suteshad 
heeo  presented  to  the  Senate  in  a  shapie  to  afiord 
seope  for  diseussion.  He  wished  time  for  eon- 
sideration,  and  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  sahject  to  Monday. 

Motion  lost-r-ayes  5.  It  was  then  moved  to 
postpone  it  until  to-morrow,  and  carried. 

Fbidat,  December  29. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  fot  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster's 
department ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  seeond  read  i  as. . 

Mr.  HoaesT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  aathorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesaneake 
and  Delttviqtre  Canal  Ckimpany^  and  the  biu  wa:8 
I'ead  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  -Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me« 
raorial  of  Dayid  P^iillips  and  others,  brass  founders 
of  the  city  of  New  York^  praying  tha  removal  of 
the  duty  on  the  importation  of  sine  or  spelter,  for 
reasons  therein  stated;  and  the  memorial  was 
read  and  ordered  to  He  for  consideration. 

The  billeolitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  See- 
retaqr  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners,  the  exterior  line  of 
the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  the  adjoining 
proprietor."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac 
was  read  the  second  lime*  ' 

Mr.  Brbnt  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  o(  Alexandria, 
praying  the  renewal  of  their  charter  of  incorpo* 
ration,  for  reasons^stated  at  large  in  the  petition, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit^ 
tee,  to  coneider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Brbmt,  Cbampu^,  and  ^obin- 
BON.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  Hi  a  bili  for  the  benefit 
of  seamen  of  the  United  States. 

OCCUPATION  OF  WEST  FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  Respecting  the  territory  west  of  the  Perdido. 

Mr.  HoBSBT  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  The  bill  under  consideration 
contains  two  important  provisions.  The  first  in 
effect  incorporates  with  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
the  province  of  West  Florida  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  far  as  the  river  Perdido;  the  second 
extends  to  that  part  of  the  province  thus  incor- 
porated the  laws  now.in  force  within  the  said 
Territory. 

These  provisions  naturally  involve  two  ques- 
tions: first,  whether  the  United  States  have  a 
good  title  to  that  part  of  the  province  described 
in  the  bill;  and  secondly,  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  it  by  force. 

Before  I  proceed  to  consider  these  questions,  I 
beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  advert  to  what  may 
be  considered  a  preliminary  question.    I  refer  to 


the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  Unkcd 
States  to  issue  his  prodamatioii  and  the  aceom* 
panying  orders  of  the  27th  of  August  last,  di- 
rectmg  the  forcible  oocu|>ation  of  tnat  territory. 
I  deem  it  material  to  consider  this  poipt,  because, 
if  the  proclamation  were  unauthorixed,  then  Con- 
gress are  not  committed  by  it,  nor  are  they  bound 
to  give  it  their  sanction. 

If  the  President  had  anjr  authoritv  to  issue  this 
proclamation,  that  authority  must  have  been  de- 
rived either  under  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit<Kl 
States  or  under  some  act  or  acts  of  Congress. 
The  President  has  no  power  Which  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  one  or  the  other  of  these  aouraes.  The 
Constitution  has  ffiven  to  Congress  the  exclusire 
power  of  makinglaws  and  declaring  war^-to  the 
President  the  power  of  executing  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  The  powers  of  the  one  are  legislative, 
of  the  other  executive.  The  <}uestioa  then  would 
be,  whether ,  the  President  in  issuing  this  procla* 
mation  has  not  transcended  the  Timiu  of  his 
powers. 

Sir,  what  is  the  nature  and  import  of  this  pro- 
clamation ?  In  my  humble  conception  both  le- 
gislation and  war.  War— because  it  directs  the 
occupation  of  this  territory  by  a  military  force. 
The  regular  troops  of  the  United  Sutee  are  or^ 
dered  to  march,  and  if  they  should  not  be  found  ad- 
equate to  the  oiyect  the  Qovernors  of  the  Orleans 
and  Mississippi  Territories  are  directed  to  call 
out  the  miiiua  of  their  respective  territories^  to- 
co-operat^  with  the  regular  forc/Bs.  But  weshaU 
be  told,  sir,  that  the  President,  in  issuing  this  pre- 
clamation,  has  uken  the  precaution  to  Jireet  that 
in  case  any  particular  place,  Jiowever  small,  should 
remain  in  possession  of  a  Spanish  forae^  the  com- 
manding officer  i$  not  to  proceed  to  employ  force 
against  it,  but  tp  make  immediate  report  thereof 
to  the  Seoreury  of  State.  Suppoee  while  your 
commanding  officer  is  making  this  neport,  the 
Spanish  force  sallies  out  and  makes  an  atuck 
upon  your  army,  or  suppose  a  Spanish  array,  with 
Governor  Foich  at  their  head,  should  march  from 
East  Florida  with  the  view  of  repelling  the  in- 
vasion of  this  territory-;  what  are  Governor  Clai- 
borne and  his  army  to  doi  Ground  their  arms 
and  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war;  or 
are  they,  sir.  to  drop  their  muskeU  and  uke  to 
their  heels  1  These  are  the  only  alternatives 
presented— they  must  either  surrender,  run,  or 
fight.  And  who  will  doubt  which  of  thesa  alter- 
natives the  gallantry  of  an  American  army  would 
impel  them  to  choose!  Sir,  a  conflict  would  be 
inevitable. 

But  while  the  President  has  been  so  affectedly 
cautious  with  respect  to  a  Spanish  force,  he  has 
overlooked  altdgether  the  contingency  of  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  revolutionists.  These 
patriots  it  would  seem  had  called  a  conveniioa 
and  issued  a  declaration  of  independence,  and 
now  it  appears  have  formed  and  established  a  reg- 
ular Government,  which  is  organized  and  in  op 
oration.  If  these  proceedings  are-aot  all  a  shamr 
the  territory  in  question  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  a  people  claiming  to  be  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent; and  is  it  supposable  that  this  people  can 
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bebare  so  dastardly  wt  to  mbmit,  without  a  strug- 
gle, to  the  incursion  of  a  hostile  anny,  whose 
avowed  object  it  the  conquest  of  the  country  and 
the  subrersion  of  its  constitution  and  independ- 
ence ?  And  h^  permit  me  to  remark,  that  the 
atyle  and  tenor  of  the  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  flute  of  the  15th  of  November,  1810,  to 
GoYernor  Holmes,  in  answer  to  the  lener  of  the 
President  of  the  convention  praying  the  reco^i- 
tioa  and  protection  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
sdmirably  calculated  to  give  a  Welcome  reception 
to  the  American  Army.  If  then  resistanceshould 
be  oflered  on  the  part  of  the  constitutionalists, 
what  is  your  army  to  do?  The  orders  contain 
no  proviso  I^  this  particular,  requiring  that  the 
fact  should  be  reported  to  the  Department  of 
State ;  but  their  clear  intent  is,  that  force  should 
be  employed.  Under  such  circumstances  is  it  not 
to  be  expected  that  this  measure  of  the  Executive 
will  result  in  war  7  Is  it  not  to  be  expected,  that 
eitber  the  Spaiuards  or  the  Con  vein  tionalists  will 
attempt  to  repel  this  palpable  infringement  upon 
their  rights  and  territory  ? 

Bat,  sir,  this  proclamation  is^not  only  war,  but 
it  is  an  act  of  legislation  too.  It  >tnnexes  the  tet- 
ritory  in  question  to  the  Orleans  Territory;  it 
creates  a  governor;  it  enacts  laws^  and  appro- 
priates money.  It  gives  the  GtoveTiior  of  |the  Or-* 
leans  Terrftory  all  the  authorities  and  ranctions 
over  this  particular  territory  which  he  possesses 
by  viriue  of  his  office  as  governor,  and  makes  an 
appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding' 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  This  proclamation  is 
stibstantially  the  bill  under  diteussioa,  except  that 
it  goes  much  further.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  only  contains  an  annexation  of  the  territory 
in  question  to  the  Orleans  Territory — this  the 
proclamation  has  already  done*  The  second  sec- 
tion only, extends  the  laws  of  that  territory  to  the 
particular  territory  in  question — and  this  too  th^ 
proclamation  has  already  done.  The  only  ma- 
terial diflerence  in  fact  existing  between  the  pro* 
elamation  and  this  bill  is,  that  the  proclamation 
contains  the  further  and  important  provision  for 
raising  the  troops  and  the  money  necessary  for 
^carrying  it  into  execution.  And  here,  sir,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  remark  that  I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  the  only  one  intended  on  this  subject. 
This  is  a  mere  entering  wedffe-^when  this  is 
passed,  Congress  are  committed  to  pass  another, 
providing  the  necessary  military  and  pecuniary 
means  to  carry  this  act  into  execution ;  and  indeed 
I  should  not  be  surprised,  if.  before  the  close  of 
the  session,  a  bill  were  introuMced  to  take  posses- 
sion of  East  as  well  as  West  Florida. 

If  the  President  had  no  power  under  the  Coii- 
stitution  to  issue  this  proclamation,  I  think  it 
equally  clear  he  had  none  under  any  existing 
laws  of  Congress.  The  act  of  the  31st  of  Octo^ 
her,  1803,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
t^  States  to  take  pK>ssession  of  and  occupy  the 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
\m  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1803,  I  apprehend,  expired  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1804$  to  which  period  it  was  limited 
bf  the  first  section  of  the  act  for  erecting  Louisi- 


I  ana  into  two  Territories,  and  providing  for  tlie 
temporary  government  thereofT  passed  the  20tb 
day  of  March,  1804, 

This  section  enacts,  that  ''the  set  passed  the 
'  31st  day  of  October,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enable  the 
'  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession 

*  of  the  territories, ceded  by  Prance  to  tne  United 
'  States,  by  the  treaty  conclude  at  Paris,  on  the 

*  30th  day  of  April,  1803:  and  for  the  temporary 
^  goverolpent  thereof,'  shall  continue  in  force  until 

*  the  1st  day  of  October,  1804,  anything  therein  to 
'  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  on  which  said  1st 
'  day  pf  October,  this  act  shall  commence,  anci 
'  bave  fnli  force,  and  shall  continue  in  force  for  an& 
[  during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  to  the  end  of^ 
'  the  next  session  of  Coogress.  which  may  happen '' 
'  thereafter."  Let  it  be  recollected  that  at  the  time 
this  last  mentioned  act  passed,  the  President  had 
fulfilled  his  powers,  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of 
October,  1803,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  taking 
possession^  of  Louisiana.  Possession  bad  been  ' 
actually  and  formally  delivered,  and  the  stock 
created  and  transferred  to  the  French  Govern- 
menu  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 
Besides,  ihc  very  nature  and  design  of  the  act  of 
the  26th  March,  independent  of  the  crxpress  lim- 
itation^ superseded  the  act  of  the  31st  ot  Octobier. 

But  It  Is  said,  there  are  acts  of  Congress,  which, 
though  contemplating  a  present  possession  in  a 
foreign  authority,  also  contemplare  an  ultimate 
possession  by  the  United  States,  under  which 
the  proclamation  may  be  justified,  even  though 
the  act  of  the  31st  ch  October  should  have  ex- 
pired. *The  acts  here  teferred  to,  I  understand  to 
be  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February,  1804,  for  lay- 
ing and  collecting  duties  within  the  territories 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  the  act 
abovementioned.  of  the  26th  of  March,  terecting 
Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1805,  authorizing  the  establishment 
of  a  Gk)vernment  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
similar  to  the  Government  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. The  President  himself  admits,  in  bis  mes- 
sage at  the  opening  of  the  se^sidn,  that  those  laws 
contemplate  a  present  possession  in  a  foreign 
Power  ;  bnt  he  lurther  says,  they  contemplate  an 
eventual  possession  by  the  United  States.  But, 
sir,  let  me  ask,  what  sort  of  possession  ?  A  pK>s- 
session  by  force  ?  No,  sir,  not  a  single  provision 
can  be  shown  to  justify  such  a  construction.  But 
a  possession  fo  l>e  obtained  by  a  friendly  negotia- 
tion. I  am  warranted  in  this  construction,  not 
merely  by  the  letter  of  those  laws,  by  the  lapse 
of  time  since  their  enactment,  by  the  express 
official  declaration  of  Mr.  Madison  himself,  while 
Secretary  of  State.  It  is, a  notorious  fact,  that 
when  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February  passed,  the 
Marquis  D'Yrujo.  then  the  Minister  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  in  tne  United  States,  in  a  solemn 
form,  protested  against  that  law;  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  by  a  letter  dated  on  the  19th  of  March, 
assured  fhe  Marquis  that  the  provisions  relating 
to  Louisiana  '^  would  not  be  extended  beyond  the 

*  acknowledged  limiis  of  the  United  States,  until 

*  it  shall  be  rendered  expedient  hjfriendly  elucida- 
^  tumandadjttstments  with  Hb  Catholic  Majesty.'* 
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Upon  the  wfao)€,  sir.  I.have  not  been  ^ble  to 
discover  the  shadow  ot  authority,  on  the  ground 
of  which  the  President  issued  this  proclamation. 
He  has  recited  none,  amidst  ali  his  recitals,  and 
none  appears  to  me  but  his  o^a  mere  will  and 
pleasure. 

The  act  I  therefore  cannot  view  in  any  other 
light  than  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power 
and  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Considering  then,  sir,  this  act  of  the  Executive 
as  illegal  and  unauthorized,  we  are  fully  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  great  quesr 
Uons  of  title  and  expediency;  a  task  which  I 
^ill  proceed  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  first  I  propose  to  examine  is,  the  title  of 
the  United  Stat'es  |o  the  territory  in  question. 
With  respect  to  this,  I  perceive,  it  unfortunately 
happens  that  honorable  gentlemen  who  support 
the  bill  do  not  precisely  accord  in  sentiment. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Bbadlet) 
has  frankly  conceded  that  the  United  States  ac- 
quired no  title  under,  the  Treaty  of  St/  Ildefonso. 
Another  gentleman  (IVfr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
has  declared  that  the  United  States  did  derive  a 
title  under  that  treaty  and  disclaims  the  title  set 
up  bv  the.  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont. 
I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide  which  of  the  two 
gentlemen  is  right,  if  either  b^  but  shall  contend, 
and  humbly  expect  to  prove,  that  both  are  wrong. 

What  i«  the  nature  of  the  title  set  up  by  the 
gentleman.from  Vermont  ?  Not  undeir  the  treaty, 
he  has  candidly  owned,  but  he  supposes  a  title  to 
exist  on  the  ground  of  ciprtain  quaint  principles 
of  the  common  law,  relative  to  the  doctrines  of 
estoppd  And  occupancr.  I  am  extremely  happy, 
sir,  to  find  that  honorable  gentleman  introducing 
the  common  Uw  as  authority  qpon  this  floor, 
esp^oklly  on  so  sreat  an  occasion.  His  doctrines 
certainly  evince  Doth  research  and  ingenuity,  and 
show  that  he^  like  many  with  wbomhe  acts,  has 
not  absolutely  lost  his  veneration  for  the  black 
letter.  What  are  his  doctrines?  Why  in  the 
first  place,  Kcfiays,  admitting  that  Spain  did  not 
cede  Florida  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso, and  admitting  that  France  had  no  title  to 
Florida  on  the  30ih  of  April,  1803,  when  she 
ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  yet,  as 
Friance  has  since  acquired  a  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  and  as  the  French  Pleni-' 
polentiary,  when  the  treaty  of  30th  of  April,  18Q3, 
was  executed,  did  state  and  induce  the  American 
Ministers  to  understand  and  believe  that  Florida 
was  comprehended  in  the  cession,  why  the  title, 
though  France  had  it  not  when  the  treaty  was 
signed,  vet  havinir  it  subsequently,  immediately 
attached  in  the  United  Stat€s,  and  France  is 
estopped  from  saying  anything  to  the  contrary. 
This  argument,  sir,  begs  every  thinjr:  1st.  That 
the  declarations  on  the  part  of  the  French  Min- 
ister were  made;  2dly,  that  being  made  they 
would  opera(te  to  pass  the  title  contrary  to  the 
express  letter  of  the  treaty;  and  lastly,  that 
France  has  acquired  a  good  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  her  colonies.  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman his  first  proposition,  and  grant,  as  he  seems 
to  desire  it.  that  th«se  representations  were  inade 


— and  what  do  they  prove  ?  Not  that  the  title 
passed,  but  that  the  French  Minister  was  too  deep 
for  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  and,  to  use  t 
jockey  phrase,  took  them  in.  Sir,  the  only  legal 
effect  of  such  a  fraud  Would  be,  to  violate  the 
treaty — to  aiiiiul  the  contract.  France,  to  be 
mire,  would  be  bound  upon  principles  of  equity 
t,o  re/^und  the  purchase  money. 

If  then,  sir,  I  am  corre<^t  in  stating,  that  do 
conversations  or  verbal  declarations,  however 
fraudulent,  wpuld  operate  to  control  or  vary  the 
plain  letter  and  intentof  the  treaty,  as  appearing 
on  the  face  of  it,  then  upon  the  gentleman's  own 
acknowledgments  no  title  to  Florida  could  have 
passed  to  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of 
1803.  For  the  gentleman  has  unequivocally  ad- 
mitted that  Florida  was  not  .ceded  by  Spain  to 
France  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  and  France, 
it  is  admitted  oc^  all  sides,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
only  ceded  to  the  United  '  States  Louisiana,  as 
fully,  and  in  the  same  manner  she  acquired  ic 
from  Spain  b)[  th6  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso;  nor, 
sir,  can  I  admit  that  France  has  acquired  a  legiti- 
mate title  to  the  cro-wn  and  colonies  of  Spain, 
which  must  also  aj)pear  before  the  jsentleman  can 
avail  himself  of  his  argument.  Wnat^  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, is  the  tiAture  of  this  title  1  Was  it  obtained 
bona  fide  for  a  fair  and  full  consideration?  No, 
sir,  but  by  the  most  abominable  perfidy,  corrup- 
tion, and  duress,  of  which  the  pages  ol  history 
furnish  an  example.  Was  not  the  royal  familjr 
decoyed  by  artidce  from  Madrid  to  Bayoone? 
Was  not  the  old  Monarch  compelled  to  resign  bis 
crown  to  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  and  was  not  that 
Prince  a  prisoner  of  Bonaparte;  and^  while  in 
this  condition,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  the  bayo- 
pet. at  his  breast,  or  the  cup  to  his  lips,  con- 
strained to  resign  his  crown  to  the  flmperor  of 
France?  Sir,  what  sort  of  title  is  this?  Upon 
the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  qpoti  the  princi- 
ples of  the  common  law  ana  con^mon  sense, 
an  ipstrtiment  thus  obtained  is  not  obligatory  on 
the  party  executipg  it. 

But  have  the  people  of  Spain  acquiesced  ?  No, 
sir;  the  instant  puolicity  was  given  to  the  trans- 
action they  became  indignant,  and  with  one 
voice  rose,  resolved  to  resist  this  usurpation.  To 
this  hour  they  have  not  submitted. 

But  the  gentlemaji  has  said  that  Spain  is  no 
longer  able  to  hold  Florida ;  that  foreign  emis- 
saries will  take  it  if  the  United  States  do  not, 
and  that  it  may  be  lawfully  taken  by  the  United 
States  on  the  groiind  of  the  law  of  occupancy. 

That  title  mar  be  acquired  by  occupancjr  is 
not  to  be  douhted.  It  is  the  mode  by  which  title 
to  property  was  originally  acquired ;  but  io  ob- 
tain a  title  in  this  way  the  country  must  be  va- 
cant, uninhabited  and  not  claimed  by  another 
proprietor.  But  in  this  instance  is  the  territory 
vacant-^r  uninhabited — or  abandoned  by  its 
proprietors?  No,  sir.  The  territory  is  either  in 
the  possession  of  Spain  and  claimed  by  her,  or  of 
the  revolutionists,  and  if  either  be  in  possession, 
by  the  law  of  occupancy,  you  have  no  right  to 
disturb  them.  Clearly  then,  sir,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples and  admissions  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
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mBo  from  Vermoiit,  the  United  States  harei  no 
tide  to  Florida. 

And  DOW,  sir,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  I  will  proeeed  to  eonsider  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible the  nature  of  this  title  as  derived  uuder  the 
Treaty  of  St.  lldefonsp.  Here,  it  will  begranted. 
I  meet  ibe  question  fairly.  Thif,  I  presume,  is 
the  title  relied  upoo,  as  well  by  the  Executive  as 
the  majority  of  the  supporters  of  this  bill. 

Id  order  fully  to  uoderstand  this  subject,  it  is 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  principal  cause  of 
the  war  of  1736.  The  eastern  boundarv  of  Lou- 
isiana, I  beltere,  was  the  chief  cause  or  that  war. 
The  French  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  claimed  as  part  of  Louisiana  not, 
only  the  country' to  the  west  of  that  jiver,  but 
east  as  far  as  the  Alleghany  mountains.  France, 
hafioff  this  claim,  and  being  in  possession  oi 
Canada, conceived  the  project  of  uniting  I^ouisi- 
ana  with  Canada.  To  accomplish  her  purpose 
she  esublbhed  a  line  of  posts  from  the  Lakes  to 
the  Ohio,  and  commenced  encroachments  upon 
the  then  British  eolonies.  These  encroachments 
she  was  pressing  so  far  that  Great  Britain  per- 
ceived it  would  he  necessary  to  repel  them.  This 
brought  on  the  war  of  'd6,  which,  after  a  bloody 
conflict  of  seven  years,  terminated  disastr^eusly 
to  France  and  her  alliesp  and  resulted  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Mississippi,  the  Iberville»  and 
the  lakes  Manrepas  and  Po'ntchartrain,  as  tbe 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  giving  to  Great  Britain 
all  the  territory  on  the  east  of  that  boundary,  ex- 
cept the  island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  to 
France  all  upon  the  west,  including  the  island 
and  town  of  New  Orleans. 

.  A  more  particular  examination  of  the  resultst 
of  this  war  is  important,.  By  it  France  lost  Can- 
ada and  most  of  her  West  India  islands.  Spain, 
the  ally  of  France,  lost  Cuba*  By  the  preUminary 
aru'cles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Spain,  signed  at  Fontainbleau,  and  dated  the 
3d  November,  1762,  France  renounced  all  pre- 
tensions to  Nova  Scotia,  and  ceded  and  guaran- 
tied to  his  Britannic  Majesty  in  full  right,  Canada, 
with  all  its  dependencies.  The  6th  article  stipu- 
lates, "  In  order  to  re-establish  peace  on  the  most 
'  solid  and  lasting  foundations  and  to  remove  every 
'  subject  of  dispute,  with  regard  to  the  limits  of 
'  the  British  and  French  territories  on  the  cooti- 
'  nent  of  North  America :  it  is  agreed  that  for  the 
'  future  the  confines  between  the  dominions  of 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  those  of  his  most 

*  Christian  Majesty,  (French  King,)  ii^  that  part 
'  of  the  world,  shall  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  a  line 
'  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi 
'  from  its  source,  as  far  as  the  river  Iberville,  and 
'  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 

*  this  river,  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont- 
^chartrain  to  tbe  sea;  and  to  this  purpose,  the 
'  most  Christian  King  cedes  rn  full  right,  and  guar- 
'  antiea  to  His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  river  and 
'  port  of  Mobile,  (now  West  Florida,)  and  every 
'  thing  that  he  possesses,  or  ought  to  have  posses- 
'  led  on  the  left  (east)  sicle  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
'  except  the  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  island 

*  on  which  it  b  situated,  which  shall  remain  to 


<  France.''  By  the  18th  article,  Great  .BriUin  re* 
stores  to  Spain  all  that  she  bad  conquered  iq  the 
island  of  Cuba,  with  the  fortress  of  Havana, 
In  consequence  of  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
'  (King  of  Spain)  by  the.l9th  article  "cedes  and 

*  guaranties  in  full  right,  to  His  Britannic  Maj- 

*  esty,  all  that  Spain  possesses  on  the  continent  of 

*  North  America,  to  the  east  or  the  southeast  of 

*  |he  Missisjppi,  including  Florida,  with  Fort  St. 
'  Augustine  and  the  bay  of  Pensacola,"  (now. 
consisting  of  East  and  a  part  of  West  Florida.) 
By  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  Kings  of  (ireat  Britain,  France^and 
Spain, concluded  at  Paris  on  the  10th  day  of 
February^  1763,  the^  preliminary  articles  were 
adopted,,  ratified,  and  confirmed.  By  another 
treaty  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  November  1762, ' 
the  same  day  and  year  the  preliminary  articles 
are  dated,  as  appears  by  the  letter  to  M.  L^Abba* 
die,  which  I  will  presently  refer  to,  France  pedes 
Louisiana  to  Spain,  together  with  the  town  and 
island,  of  New  Orleans.  This  last  mentioned 
treat v  has  never  been  published,  but  the  letter  of 
the  King  of  France  to  M.  L'Abbadie  recites  the 
purportaswel|  asdateof  it.  This  letter  purports 
to  be  an  order  signed  by  the  King  of  Franca, 
dated,  at  Versailles,  the  21st  April  1764,  and  di- 
rected to  M,  L'Abbadie,  director  general,  and 
commandant  for  His  Majesty  in  Louisiana.  This 
letter  was  published  at  New  Orleans  in  October, 
1764,  and  circulated  amongst  the  French  inhabi- 
tants there.    It  recites: 

.  •^By  a  special  act,  done  at  FontainUean,  November 
8,  176S,  of  my  own  will  and  mere  motion,  having 
ceded  to  my  very  dear  and  best  beloved  ooostn  the' 
Kmg  of  Spain,  and,  to  his  sncasssowy  in  fall  property » 
purely  and  ginlply,  and  without  any  exceptions)  the' 
whole  countrv  known  by  tbe  name  of  Looisiaaa,  to- 
gether with  New  Orleans,  and  the  island  in  which  the 
said  citv  is  situated;  and  by  another  act  done  at  the 
Escuriaf,  NoTember  18,  in  the  same  yea^.  His  Ca^ho* 
lie  Majesty  having  accepted  the  oeasion  of  the  said 
country  of  Louisiana,  and  the  city  and  island  of  New 
Orleans,  agreeably  to  the  copies  of  the  said  acts, 
which  you  will  find  hereunto  annexed ;  I  Write  you 
this  letter  to  inform,  you,  that  my  intention  is,  that  on 
the  receipt  of  these  presents,  whether  they  come  to 
yoiur  hands  by  ^e  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  or 
directk  by  such  French  vessels  as  may  be  charged 
Willi  tiie  sane,  you  are  to  deliver  np  to  tbe  governor, 
or  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  tbe  King  of 
Spain,  the  said  oonntry  and  cokmy  of  J«onisiana,  and 
the  pests  thereon  depending,  likewise  the  city  and 
island  of  New  Orleans,  in  such  state  and  condition  as 
they  shall  be  found  to  be  in  on  the  day  of  the  said  ces- 
sion, willing  that  in  all  time  to  <^me  they  shall  belong 
to  His  Catholic  Mi^ty,  to  be.gOTemed  and  admin- 
istered by  his  governors  and  officers,  and  as  possessed 
by  him  in  full  property,  without  any  exceptions." 

From  this  document,. and  the  treaties  referred 
to.  it  appears  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1764, 
when  the  whole  of  Louisiana,  with  the  island  and 
town  of  New  0/ leans,  was  delivered  to  Spain, 
that  Great  Britain  was  in  the  peaceable  possession 
of  all  the  country  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
That  with  respect  to  Florida  particularly.  Great 
Britain  was  in  possession,  and  nobody  dreamed  at 
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that  time,  that  Florida  either  East  or  West,  was 
any  part  of  Lonisiana.  Had  it  been  so  considered, 
under  the  orders  of  the  French  King^,  to  d^irer 
the  whole  of  the  provinee  to  Spain,  nndonhtedljr 
Florida  would  hare  been  d^rered. 

Immediately  after  the  ctoion  of  '63-3,  Great 
Britain  took  possession  of  all  the  conntrf  on  the 
east  of  the  Missisilippi,  except  only  the  town  and 
island  of  New  Orleans^  and,  in  the  year  1763  or  4, 
erected  Old  Florida,  Pen^cola,  the  rirer  aad 
jbrt  bf  Mobile,  '<bc.,  into  two  distinct  prorin- 
ces,  under  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
natnes  which  they  haye  borne  ev^  since.  In 
1783,  at  the  dose  of  oar  Re?oliHionary  wavv  Great 
Britain  ceded  to  Spain  East  and  West  Florida, 
Which,  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  hare 
been  held  by  Spain  under  these  names,  as  sepa- 
rate provinces  from  Louisiana.  In  the  year  1800, 
when  Spain  was  in  possession  of  East  and  West 
Florida  and  Lonisiana,  as  three  several  and  dis- 
tinct provinces,  the  famous  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso 
was  concluded,  whereby  Spain  ^retro<?edes  to 
^'France  thecoloay  or  province  of  Louisiana,  with 
^  the  same  extent  that  it  now  has  in.  the  hands  of 

<  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it; 

<  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subse- 
^  quenily  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other 

<  States."  This  treaty  likewise  has  not  heed  pub* 
Ushed.  but  the  part  just  referred  to  is  eited  in  the 
tteaty  between  the  United  States  and  Franee  of 
the  30th  of  April,  1803^  whereby  France  cedes  to 
the  United  States  Louisranar  as  fully  and  in  the 
sama  mAnner  aasbe  acquired  it  oT  Spain  by  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  Spain  delivered  posses- 
sion in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty  of  St  Hdefonso  to 
France,  aad  France,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  of 
1803,  delivered  possession  to  the  United  States, 
both  Powers  receiving  the  couatrv  on  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  Island  and  city  of 
New  Orleans,  like  Spain  orifi^inaliy  received  it 
from  France,  as  the  whole  of  Lopisi^na. 

I  have  now,  I  believe,  sit)  given  a  full  and  I 
trust  fair  and  correct  statement  of  the  evidences 
and  facts  relative  to  the  question  of  title.  A  few 
remarks  will  dose  what  I  have  to  say  on  this 
head.  The  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to 
M.  L'Abbadie,  is  a  very  important  document.  It 
shows  that  the  King  of  France,  under  whom  we 
claim,  and  by  whose  admissions  We  are  bound,  so 
long  ago  as  1764,  treated  and  considered  the  coun- 
try on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  as  the  whole  6f 
Louisiana.  That,  so  considering  it.  he  ceded  and 
delivered  it  to  Spain,  together  wiih  the  island 
and  town  t)f  New  Orleans,  from  which  latter 
words  it  may  be  infejrred  that  even  the  island  and 
town  of  New  Orleans  were  then  not  considered  a 

Krt  of  Louisiana.  In  1800,  when  Spain  ceded 
ck  the  colony  of  Louisiana  to  France,  that 
country  was  only  known  on  the  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  war  of  »56,  and  the  treaties  of  '62- 
3,  had  fixed  the  line  and  obliterated  forever  the 
name  of  Louisiana  on  the  east  of  that 'river. 

The  Treaty  of  Sl  Ildefonso,  of  1800,  is  a  mere~ 
treaty  of  retrocesnotu  The  translation  purports 
to  be  a  treaty  of  cession^  it  is  true,  but  acknowl- 
edged OB  ail  sides  to'be  erroneous.    The  originial  i 


treaty  was  in  the  French  language,  and  it  ii  by 
.that  we  are  fo  be  governed.  The  expression  in 
the  original  i»  **  Sa  Majesty  Catbolique  promit 
et  s'engage,  de  son  cote,  d  retroceder  A  la  Kepub- 
lique  Fran^aise,^  Ac.  A  retroceder  signifying 
to  retrocede,  to  restore,  or  to  use  a  term  ^miliar 
in  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  rv- 
convey  the  colony  of  Louisiana  to  France,  as  it 
was  when  France  conveyed  it  to  Spain;  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  (Mr.  Popb,) 
pressed  by  this  argument,  could  only  get  round 
It  by  alleging  that  the  original  treaty  between 
Fraiice  and  Spain  was  dated  in  1761,  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  the  line  and  the  cessions  to  Great 
Britain.  But,  unfortunately,  he  could  not  pro- 
duce one  little  of  authentic  evidence  to  establish 
bis  position,  a  position  absolutely  negatived  by 
the  official  letter  td  M.  L'Abbadie.  But  that 
gentleman  has  ftirther  told  us,  that  from  the 
words  '*  with  the  same  extent  it  now  has  in  the 
^  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France 

*  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the 
^  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between  other 

*  States,"  an  intention  may  be  raised  to  include 
Florida.  I  fully  subscribe  to  the  gentleman's 
role,  that  we  must  |^ve  such  a  construction  to 
the  treaty,  and  particularly  to  the  passage  just 
referred  to,  as  will  give  effect,  if  possible,  to  all 
the  parts;  and  this  I  apprehend  may  be  done 
without  having  recourse  to  the  fcrtrced  construc- 
tion contended  for.  In  the  first  place,  the  two 
first  members  of  the  passage  mav  be  reconciled 
and  have  effect  by  considering  them  as  a  two- 
fold description  of  the  same  territory.  From 
abundant  caution  it  is  not  uncommon  to  give 
various  descriptions  of  the  same  object.  Some- 
times the  name  is  simply  used,  sometimes  it  is 
deecribed  by  metes  and  bounds,  and  sometimes 
by  the  names  of  the  adjacent  countries.  Some* 
time  a  twofold,  and  sometimes  a  threefold  de- 
scription is  given.  And  upon  a  critical  examina- 
tion, I  think  it  will  be  found  that  this  is  the  only 
true  construction  the  instrument  will  bear.  If 
you  give  it  the  construction  the  gentleman  con- 
tends for,  to  wit :  that  the  second  member  of  the 
passage  is  an  extension  of  the  description  given 
by  the  first,  then  the  second  includes  the  first, 
and  of  consequence  the  first  woul^d  be  nugatory 
and  superfiuous ;  which  would  be  doing  violence 
to  the  gentleman's-  own  rule  of  construction. 
But  if  the  gentleman  will  insist  on  giving  to  the 
second  member  an  enlarged  or  extended  sense,  it 
may  be  done  by  applying  it  to  the  western  boun- 
daries of  Louisifma..  It  is  said  that  when  France 
ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain,  in  '62,  the  country  ex- 
tended on  the  west  to  the  river  Sabine,  and  that 
Spain,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1808,  detached  from 
Louisiana  the  tcrrrltory  south  of  the  waters  emp- 
tying into  the  Red  river,  and  erected  it  inton  new 
province  under  the  name  of  the  "Province  of 
Texas."  Sir,  the  Operations  on  the  Sabine  are 
memorable.  It  is  well  known  how  mysteriously 
they  were  suspended  by  an  arrangement  in  I8O0, 
by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  Spaniards  should 
not  cross  the  Sabine^  and  that  the  Americans 
should  not  extend  their  settlements  as  far  as  that 
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ri^er.  And  for  thU  potpote,  to  preveot  eolUaKnit, 
until  tke  differ^ce  should  be  fettled^  iDstraetioiis 
were  giveo  that  bo  sarreys  should  be  tdade  west 
of  a  meridiaD  passing  hy  Kaefaito<^bfs. 

If  the  geotlenan  is  not  satisfied  by  traTelling 
to  the  west,  by  going  to  the  east  he  may  find  i^n 
appiieation— >the  town  a^d  islaad  of  New  Of- 
leans,  which,  though  named  iti  the  cession  to 
Spain,  are  not  named  in  the  treaty  of  retroees^ 
siitfi  to  France. 

As  to  (he  third  member  of  the  passage,  it  is  a 
loffBwl  provision  inuodueed  into  most  treaties, 
and  would  be  understood  if  not  ezpressed.  Or 
course  the  cession  would  be  subject  to  prior  tifea- 
lies  with  other  States. .  In  1795,  Spain  eonchiNdbed 
a  treaty  with  the  Uoi^  States,  whereby  she 
agrees  that  the  narigation  of  the  Mississii^  in 
iu  whole  brtedth  from.  its.  source  to  the  ocean, 
shall  be  free  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  shall  haVe  the  rieht  to  deposite 
their  merchandise  and  effects  in  Ute  port  or  New 
Orleans,  free  of  duty  for  t|»ree  years,  and  after 
that  period;  if  the  privilege  is  aot  extended  at. 
the  port  of  N^w  Orleans,  she  is  to  assign  to  the 
United  States^  on  another  part  of  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi,  an  equivalent  ^eUblishment.  To 
these  provisions  the  clause  in  question  I  appre- 
hend refers. 

The  holdini^  or  oossession  of  Louisiana  is  cor- 
respondent with  the  construction  I  have  civen 
the  treaty.  When  possession  was  origiaally  de« 
livered  by  France  to  Spain,  Florida  was  not  de- 
livered or  considered  any  part  of  the  cession. 
Wheii  Louisiana,  under  the  Treaty  of  Sr^  llde- 
fonso  was  restored  to  France,  Florida  was, not 
delivered.  When  Louisiaoaj  under  the  treaty  4f 
1803,  was  delivered  t0  the  United  States,  Florida 
was  not  comprehended.  Indeed  the  Gtovernaiettt 
of  the  United  States  then  treated  the  country  on 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  town 
and  island  of  New  Orleans, as  tbewbpleof  LoOi- 
siana^  by  receiving  it  and  paying  the  purchase 
money,,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  they 
were  not  bound  to  do,  and  which  by  the  act  of 
Congress  creating  the  Louisiana  stocK  they  were 
not  authorized  to  do^  till  after  full  and  entire  pos- 
session had  been  delivered. 

Mr.  President,  is  it,  conceivable  that  after  the 
boundary  in  question  had  been  established  by  the 
most  solemn  compact  of  nations,  and  consecrated 
by  a  long  and  bloody  war,  and,  too,  by  a  lapse  of 
near  forty  years— is  it  conceivable  that  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  excluded  by  that  boundary, 
and  raised  into  a  distinct  province  undkr  f  dis- 
tinct name — a  name  it  ever  bore  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  boundary — is  it,  I  say,  sir.  con- 
ceivable, if  the  parties  meant  to  have  included 
this  province  in  the  Treaty  of  St.  IldefOnso,  that 
it  should^ not  have  been  specifically  named? 

I  have  now,  sir,  closed  my  'remarks  on  the 
question  of  title, ^ and  will,  proceed  to  consider 
very  briefly  the  only  remaining  question— that 
of  expediency. 

It  would  be  well  for  gentlemen  to  consider 
whether  this  measure  is  not  a  departura  from  the 
just  and  paci^  poliey  heretofore!  professed  on 


thespait  of  the  United  States.  Sir^  our  poUey 
has  been  to  avoid  war.  To  this  pK>iicy  we  hava 
sacrificed  many  of  our  national  rights,  and  pro* 
peaty  toa  vast  amount— pocketed  indignities  and 
suffered  the  natioti's  character  toaink.  We  were 
particuli^ly  squeamish  in  relation  to  St.  DomiB<> 
gO)  a  coloay  (H  France  when  in  a  state^f  rebel- 
Ron.  We  at  that  timevarried  <on,  and  had  done  for 
a  long  time  before,  an  important  commerce  with 
that  islaad,  when  suddenly  ^e  were  called  upon 
by  the  French  Minister,  in  the  name  of  his  mhs* 
ter,  in  a  style  too  not  the  most  decorous  aod  hum* 
ble,  tOTelinquish  that  commerce.  And  what  did 
you  do,  sir  ?  Ccunpa re  the  two  cases.  Here  is  a 
Spanish  colony  in  a  stateof  rebellion.  And  what 
do  you  do  ?  Refuse  to  them  provisions  and  sup* 
plies,  as  in  the  ease  of  St.  Domingo?  N6,«ir. . 
Do  we  merely  aid  and  assist  the  revolutionists  ? 
No,  sir;  but^e  are  about  to  invade  the  colony 
and  take  it  to  ourselves.  Sir,  your  conduct 
W4>uld  hava  been  consistent,  if^instead  of  passinff 
a  noa-^etceurse  with  St.  Dofningo,  you  had 
debtcbad  a  squadron  for  the  conquest  of  thai 
island.  France  at  that  time  had  insulted  and  in- 
jured u^more  than  .Spain  has  done,  and  France 
then  was  equally  as  incapable  of  affording  pro- 
leation  to  that  ismnd  as  Spain  liow  ts  to  her  col- 
ony  otWest  Florida* 

Sir,  what  has  baea  your  conduct  heretofbfo 
towards  Spaiq?  When  she- dented  to  you  the 
right  of  naviffating  the  Missiraippi,  whioh^  vuLf 
be  eottstdered  one  of  the  natural  rights  of  thia 
comilry— a  right,  too,  consecrated  by  treaty,  did 
you  go  to  war  7  When  she  denied  to  you  the 
right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  in  violation  of 
a  feceajt  treaty,  did  you -go  to  war  ?  Whan  she 
subjected  you  to  a  duty  or  trrbuie,  as  some  would 
call  it,  OB  the  Mobile,  did  you  ^  to  war  ?  Nay, 
sir,  whenihe  committed  spoliations  on  your  eom- 
meree,  and  suffered  them  to  be  committed  within 
her  jurisdiction  byanother  Power,  did  you  go  to 
war?  '  No.  sir.  And  why 9  Spain  was  then 
the  ally  ot- France.  What  has  Spain  recently 
doBe  to  provoke  this  act  of  agnression  upon  her 
territory  ?  What  new  offenoa  has  she  given  the 
United  States  ?  Is  it  her  determination  to  resist 
the  usurpation  of  France;  or  is  it,  that  she  haa 
lately  seat  a  Minister  to  express  her  friendly  dis* 
position,  to  treat  with  you  for  both  the  Floridas, 
and  pay  what,  she  owes  us  for  spoliations  ? 

Do  yon  calculate  that  France  will  conquer 
Spain?  This,  in  my  humble  opinion,  she  will 
not  do.  France  is  not  now  cootending  with  an 
armed  soldiery,  but  she  fijgfhu  an  armed  people ;. 
a  people  strckgg ling  for  their  liberty,  their  relis^on, 
and  tkeir  laws^and  resolved  not  to  survive  them* 
With  such  a  cause  and  such  a  resolution,  neither 
France  nor  the  combined  Powers  of  the  earth  can 
subdue  them.  Mr  I^resident,  what  are  to  be  the 
consequences  of  this  measure,  a  measure  adopted 
at  a  time  particularly  calculated  to  excite  the  re- 
sentment of  Spain  and  herallies ;  at  a  time  when 
that  people  is  pressed  on  all  sides  bv  their  enemy^ 
when  their  strength  is  prostrate,  when  thej  bleed 
at  every  pore  and  are  almost  in  the  act  or  faint- 
ing ?    What,  i  say  sir,  are  we  to  expect  but  their 
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indignatioD  and  retaltttton  ?  Let  it  not  be  ^- 
gotten  tbat  the,  Ux  tcUionu  it  the  modern  rnle, 
and  that  the  day  of  reuihntion  may  eome.  Spain 
has  a  fleet)  and  bein^  the  ally  of  England,  can 
send  them  to  sea.  Your  Bast  India  merehants 
may  pay  for  Florida.  Your  retsels  in  the  ports 
ot*  Spain  and  in  the  ports  of  her  colonies  may  be 
seized  and  confiscateHd,  and  with  more  cause  than 
the  late  seizures  and  confiscatioos  of  Europe.  Sir, 
I  consider  this  bill  all  important,  and  pregnant 
with  awful  couMuenees.  Let  it  therefore  ba 
well  considered  before  it  paases. 

In  point  of  time,  I  tbink  we  are  particularly 
unfortunate.  Hecotlect  the  important  crisis  of 
this  country  ia  relation  to  the  beiligerenu  of  Eu- 
rope. France,  it  is  said,  has  revoked  her  edicts, 
and  now  it  remains  for  Great  Biritain  to  say  whe- 
ther she  Will  repeal  hers.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
tbat  Great  Britain  is  now  the  ally  of  Spain,  and, 
for  aught  we  know,  may  bare  guarantied  her  co- 
lonies. Would  it  not  at  least  have  been  prudent, 
as  was  done  on  a  former  occasion  in  relation  to 
another  Power,  to  have  inquired  what  part  sbe 
would  take?  If  shells  to  -act  the  part  of  an 
ally,  offensife  and  defensive,  or  of  an  allv  at  ail, 
can  it  be  expected  that  she  will  revoke  ber  Or- 
ders in  Council,  or  even  remain  indifferent  ?  It 
is  a  singular  circumstance,  that  theproclamation 
reviving  the  nonontercoorse  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  one  for  taking  possession,  of^lorida  were 
upon  the  anvil  at  the  same^  time*  Tiiere  is  only 
five  days  diffdrenee  in  their  dates,.and  the  Florida 
proclamation  is  the  first.  Sir,  to  ma,  they  look 
a  good  deal  like-twin  brothers. 

One  moment  more  will  dose  my  remarks. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentatky  has 
told  as  that  Europe  it  now  in  a  state  of  barbarism, 
and  has  emphatically  a^ed,  are  we  to  sit  here 
and  cavil  about  questions  of  right?  What,  sir,  if 
Europe  has  become  barbarous,  is  that  a  reason 
why  America  should  become  so  too  ?  Why  we 
should  depart  from  the  great  system  of  conduct 
which  ban  been  the  pride,  the  safety,  and  boast  of 
our  country— of  faitb-^t  justice — of  i>eace  ?  Is 
this  a  reason,  sir,  why  we  should  violate  our 
tr^ty  with  Spain-— not  one  of  those  barbarous 
Powers,  but  one  of  the  victims  of  those  Powers  ? 
Is  this  a  reason  why  we  should  commit  an  act  o( 
injustice  and  violence  to  wards  a  people  who  have 
proffered  you  their  friendship  ?  Is  this  a  reason 
why  we  should  embroil  the  nation  in  war? 

I  beg  pardpn.  sir,  for  having  detained  you  so 
long.  The  subject  is  importsnt.  and,  if  I  have 
not  been  mistaken  in  my  views  of  it,  I  have 
shown  the  proclamation  unauthorfzed ;  that  we 
have  not  a  good  title  to  Florida ;  and  that  if  we 
bad  a  claim,  it  would  not  accord  with  the  equit- 
able and  pacific  policy  of  the  United  Stales  to 
assert  it  at  this  time  by  force. 

Mr.  Clat. — Mr  President,  it  would  have  grati- 
fied me  if  some  other  gentleman  had  undertaken 
to  reply  lb  the  ingenious  argument  which  you 
have  just  beard.  But  not  perceiving  any  one 
disposed  to  do  so,  a  sense  of  duty  obliges  me, 
though  venr  unweU.  to  claim  your  indulgence 
while  I  ofier^  my  s^ntlmtenu  on  this  subject,  so 


interesting  to  the  Union  at  large,  but  particu- 
larly to  the  western  section  of  it.  Allow  me, 
sir,  to  express  my  admiration  at  the  more  than 
Aristidean  iustice,  which,  in  a  question  of  terri- 
torial title  between  the  United  States  and  a  for- 
eign nation,  induces  certain  gentlemen  to  espouse 
the  pretensions  of  the  foreign  nation.  Doubtless, 
in  any  future  negotiations,  she  will  have  too 
mnch  magnanimity  to  avail  herself  of  these 
spontaneous  concessions  in  ber  favor,  made  on 
the  fioor  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  in  a  ques- 
tion like  the  present,  gentlemen,  even  on  the 
same  side^  would  have  different  views,  and  al- 
though arriving  at  a  common  conclusion,  would 
do  so  by  various  arguments.  And  hence  the 
honorable  gentleman-  from  Vermont  entertains 
do«rbts  with  regard  to  our  title  against  Spain, 
while  he  feels  entirely  satis'fied  of  it  against 
France.  BetievinB:;as  I  do;  tbat  our  title.agaiost 
both  Powers  is  indisputable,  under  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso  between  .Spain  and  France,  and  the 
treaty  between  the  French  Republic  and  the 
United  States,  I  shall  not  inquire  into  the  treach- 
ery by  which  the  King  qf  Spain  is  alle^jed  to 
have  lost  4iis  crown;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  discuss 
the  question  involved  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Spanish  moaarcby,  and  how  far  the  power  of 
Spain, ought  to  be  considered  as  merged  in  that 
of  France.  I  shall  leave  the  honorable  geqtle- 
man  firom  Delaware  to  mourn  over  the  fortunes 
of  the  fallen  Charles.  I  have  no  commiseration 
for  princes.  My  sympathies  are  reserved  for  the 
great  mass  of  mankind,  and  1  own  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Spain  have  them  tnost  sincerely. 

I  will  adopt  the  course  suggested  by  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  and  pursued  by  other  gentlemen, 
of  examining  into  our-title  to  the  country  lying 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rio  Perdido 
(which,  to  avoid  circumlocution,  I  will  call 
West  Florida,  although  it  is  not  the  whole  of  it) 
—and  the  propriety  61  the  recent  measures  taken 
for  the  occupation  of  it.  Our  title  depends,  first, 
upon  the  limiu  of  the  province  or  colony  or 
Louisiana,  and  secondly,  upon  a  just  exposition 
of  the  treaties  before  mentioned. 

On  this  occasion  it  is  only  necessary  to  fix  the 
Eastern  boundary.  In  order  to  ascertain  this, 
it  is  proper  to  taxe  a  cursory  view  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country;  the  basis  of  European  title 
to  colonies  in  America  being  prior  discovery  or 
prior  occupancy.  In  1688,  La  Salle  migrated 
rrom  Oanada,  then  owned  by  France,  descended 
the  Mississippi  and  named  the  country,  which  it 
waters,  Louisiana.  About  1696,  D'lberville  dis- 
covered by  sea  the  mouth  of  the  Mis^issiopi,  es- 
tablished a  colony  at  the  Isle  Dauphine  or  Massa- 
cre, which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  bav  of  Mobile, 
and  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mobile,  and 
was  appointed,  by  Prance,  governor  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  year  1717,  the  famous  West  India 
Compaity  sent  inhabitants  to  the  Isle  Dauphine|. 
and  lound  some  of  those  who  had  been  settled 
there  under  the  auspices  of  D'lberville.  About 
the  same  period  Baloxi,  near  the  Pascagoula,  was 
settled.    In  1719,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  waa 
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laid  off,  aod  the  seat  of  tbe  Goreroment  of  Lonisi' 
.aaa  was  established  there.  In  1736,  tbe  French 
erected  a  fort  on  Tombtgbee.  These  facts  f^rove 
that  France  had  the  actaal  possession  of  the 
canntry  as  far  east  as  the  Mobile  at  least.  But 
the  *great  instrameDt  which  ascertalas.  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  country  in  questioii  is  com- 
prehended within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  is  ojoe 
of  tbe  most  authentic  aad  solemn  character  which 
the  archives  of  the  nation  can  furoish.  I  mean 
the  patent  granted  in  1712,  by  Louis  XIV.  to 
Grosat.  [Here  Mr.  0.  read  such  parts  of  the 
patent  as  were  applicable  to  the  subject.*]'  Ac- 

•Estrmd  from  the  Grant  to  Croeat,  dated  Mt  FoH^ 

iaintdeau,  September  14, 1712. 
^  Louis*  bt  tbi  •bacx  or  Oo]>»  4be. 

'*  Tbe  care  we  haTO  always  had  to  procure  the  wel- 
fare and  advantage  of  our  subjects*  having  indaced  us 
&€.  to  seek  for  all  poasible  opportunities  of  enlarging 
and  extending  the  trade  of  oux  American  colonies,  we 
did  in  the  year  1683  give  our  orders  to  undertake  a 
discovery  of  the  countries  and  lands  which  are  situated 
in  the  northern  part  of  America,  between  New  France 
and  New  Mexico ;  and  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  to  whom 
we  committed  that  enterprise,  having  had  success 
enough  to  con(lrm  a  belief  that  a  communication 
might  be  settled  from  New  Prance  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  by  means  of  large  rivers ;  this  obliged  hs,  im- 
mediately after  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  to  give  orders  for 
establishing  a  celeny  there  and  maintdning  a  garrison, 
whkb  has  kept  and^  preserved  the  possession  we  had 
taken  in  the  very  year,  1683,  of  the  hinds,  ^coasts  and 
iahmda  which  are  sitnatedin  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  b«> 
tween  Carolina  on  the  east  and  Old  and  New  Mexibo 
en  tbe  west  Hut  a  new  war  having  bcoke  out  shortly 
aftect  there  was  no  possibility^  till  now,  of  reaping 
ftom.  that  colony  the  advantages  that  might  have  been 
expected  from  thence,  ^ce.  And  whereas,  upon  the 
io^prmation  we  have  received  concerning  the  disposi- 
tion and  situation  of  the  said  countries,  known  at  pre»> 
ent  by  the  name  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana,  we  are 
of  opnion,  that  there  may  be  established!  therein  a 
considerable  commerce,  d&c.,we  have  resolved  to  grant 
the  commerce  of  the  country  of  Louisiana  to  the  lieur 
Anthony  Crosat,  dtc  For  these  reasons,  dtc.,  we  by 
these  presents,  signed  by  our  hand,  have  appointe4 
and  do  appoint  the  said  Sieur  Crbiat  to  carry  on  a 
trade  in  'all  the  lands  possessed  fay  us,  and  bounded  by 
New  Mexico  and  by  the  lands  of  the  Engfiah  of  Caro- 
fine,  an  tke  estabtishaieRts,  ports,  havens,  rivers,  and 


etabtish«eRts,  ports,  havens;  rivers,  and 
r  tiM  port  and  haven  efthe  Me  Daubhine, 
efore  calkd  Massacre;  the  river  of  8t»  Louis, 
t  called  Mississippi,  fiom  tbe  edge  of  the  sea 
as  lar  aii  the  IUlBoi4,  together  with  the  river  ^  PhiKp, 
heretofore  oafled  the  jf issouri,  and  of  8t.  JerOme, 
heretofore  called  Ouabache,  with  all  the  coantries,, 
territories,  and  lakes  wiMun  Und,  and  the  rivers  which 
fiUl  directly  or  indirectly  into  that  part  of  the  river  HU 

LOBIS. 

«"  Tbt  article*.  1.  Our  pleasure  is,  that  all  the  afore- 
said lands,  countries,  streams,  rivers,  and  islands,  be 
and  remain,  comprised  under  the  napno  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Louisiana,  whidi  shall  be  dependant  upon  the 
General  Government  of  New  France,  to  which  it  is 
subordinate ;  and  further,  that  all  the  lands  which  we 
possess  from  the  minoif  be  united;  dec  to  tbe  General 
Gevemment  of  New  France,  and  become  part  there- 


cording  to  this  document,  in  describing  tbe  pro- 
vince or  colony  of  Louisiana,  it  is  declared  to  be 
bounded  by  Carolina  on  the  east  and  Old  and 
New  Mexico  on  the  west.  Under  this  high  re- 
cord evidence,  it  might  be  insisted  that  we  have 
a  fair  clanh  to -East  as  well  as  West  Florida, 
against  France  at  least,  unless  she  has  by  some 
convention  or  other  obligatory  act,  restricted  the 
eastern  limit  of  tbe  province.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
asserted  thit  by  a  treaty  between  Fiance  and  Spain, 
concluded  in  the  year- 1719,^  the  Perdido  wai^  ex- 
pressly stipulated  to  be  the  boundary  between 
their  respective  proviaees  of  Florida  on  the  east 
and  Louisiana  on  the  west;  but  as  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  aiiy  such  treaty,  1  am  induced  to 
doubt  its  existence.  * 

About  the  same' period,  to  wit,  towards  the 
seventeenth  century,  when  France  settled  the 
isleDaapbine  and' tbe  Mobile,  Spain  erected  a 
fort  at  Pensacola.  But  Spain  never  pushed  her 
acrtial  settlements  or  cooqiTests  further  west 
than  the  bay  of  Pensecola,  whilst  thdie  of  the 
French  were  bounded  on  tbe  east  by  the  Mobile. 
Between  those  two  points^  a  space  of  about  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  leagues,  neither  natioi^  had  the 
exclusive  possession.  Tbe  Rio  Perdido,  forming 
the  bay  Oi  the  ^same  nam^,  discharges  itself  into 
the  Qnlf  of  Mexico  between  the  Mobile  and 
Pensacola,  aad,  being  a  natural  and  the  most 
notorious  object  between  them,  presented  itself 
as  a  suitable  Doundary  between  the  possessions  of 
the  two  nKtions.  It  accortliogly  appears  very 
early  to  have  been  adopted  as  the  boundary,  by 
tacit.if  not  express  consent.  The  anciebt  charu 
and  historians,  therefore,  of  the  country  so  rep-  . 
resent  it.  Dnpratz,  one  of  the  most  accurate 
historians  in  point  of  fact, and  detail  of  the  time^ 
whose  work  was  pnblished  as  earlv  as  1758,  de- 
scribes the  coast  as  beiuf^  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  Rio  Perdido.  In  truth,  sir,  no  European 
nation  whatever,  except  France,  ever  occupied 
any  porrion  of  West  Florida,  prior  to  her  cession 
of  it  to  ISngland  in  1762.  The  eeDtlemeU  on 
Che  other  aide  do  not  indeed  strongly  controvert, 
if  they  do  not  expressly  admit,  tMt  Louisiana, 
as  held  by  P'ranee  anterior  to  her  cession  of  it 
in  1768,  reached  to  the  Perdido.  The  only  ob- 
servation made  by  the  gentleman  firom  Delaware 
to  the  contrary,  to  wit,  that  the  island  of  New 
Orleans  being  partieularif  menitoned  could  not 
for  that  reason  constitute  a  part  of  Louisiana,  is 
susceptible  of  a  very  satisfactory  answer/  Tl\^t 
Island  was  excepted  out  of  the:graot  to  England, 
and  was  the  only  part  of  the  province  east  of  the 
river  ^hat  was  so  e^epted.  It  formed  in  itself 
one  pf  the  most  prominent  and  important  objects 
of  the  eession  to  Spain  originally^  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  her  with  the  plortion  of  the  province 
west  of  the  Mississippi.    It  might  with  equal 

ErppHety  be  tirged  that  Si.  Augustine  is  not  in 
last  Florida,  becaase  St.  Augustfne  is  expressly 
menlioncti  by  Spain  in  her  cession  Of  that  pro- 
vince 10  Bogland.  From  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject 1  think  it  results  that  the  providce  of  Louis- 
iana comprised  West  Florids,  pi^vious  to  the 
year  1768.^  r  i 
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What  is  done  with  it  at  this  epoch? .  Br  a 
tec  ret  coDveotlon  of  the  dd  of  November  of  that 
year,  France  ceded  the  country  lying  west  o( 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  island  of  New  Orleans 
to  Spahi;  and  by  a  coo tempora  aeons  act,  the 
articles  preliminary  to  the  definitive  Treaty  of 
1763,  she  transferred  West  Florida  to  England. 
Thus  at  the  same  instant  of  time  she  alienated 
the  whole  province. 

Posterior  to  this  grant,  Great  Britain^  having 
also  acqnif ed  from  Spain  her  possessioiu  east  of 
the  Missinnppi,  erected  the  ooantfjr  into  two 
provinces,  East  and  West  Florida.  In  this  state 
of  thimrs  it  continued  until  the  peace  of  1788, 
when  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  ^  the  events 
of  the  war,  surrendered  the  country  to  Spain, 
who  for  thejr§t  time  came  into  the  actual  pes^ 
session  of  West  Florida.  Well,  sir,  bow  does 
she  dispose  of  it  ?  She  reannexes  it  lo  the  resi'' 
due  of  Louisiana;  extendii  Ue  jnrisdiction  of 
that  Government  to  it,  and  subjecu  the  governors 
or  commandants  of  the  districts  of  Baton  Rougej 
Feliciana,  Mobile,  and  Pensacola,  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  Gbvernor  pf  Louisiana,  residing  at 
New  Orleans ;  whereas  the  Governor  of  East 
Florida  is  placed  wholly  without  his  control,  and 
is  made  amenable  directly  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Havana.  And  I  have  beep  Credibly  informed 
that  all  the  concessions  or  grants  of  land,  made 
in  West  Florida,  under  the  authority  of  Spain, 
run  in  the  name  of  ih^  government  of  Louistq/nct. 
You.oannot  have  forgotten  that  about  the  period 
when  we  toot  possession  of  JNew  Orleans,  under 
the  Treaty  of  Cession  from  France,  the  whole 
country  rung  with  the  nefarious  speculations 
which  were  alleged  to  be  practising  in  that  city, 
with  the  connivance,,if  not  actual  participation 
of  the  Spanish  authorities,  by  the  prpeuremeot 
of  surreptitious  grants  of  land,  particularly  in 
the  district  of  Feliciann.  . W^t  Florida,  th«n, 
not  only  aft  Fraace  hfts  heU  it,  but  as  it  was  in 
the  hapds  of  Spain,  nfade  »  part  of  the  pfovinee 
of  Louisiana,  as  much  so  %$  the  jurbdictien  or 
district  of  Baton  Rouge  constituted  a  part  of 
West  Florida. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  fsonstmction  of  the 
Treaties  of  St.  Ildefiooao  and  of  April,  1803, 
from  whence  our  title  is  derived?  It  an ambi- 
ffuUy  eiist  in  a  grant,  the  interpretation  most 
favorable  lo  the  grantee  is  to  be  preferred.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  grantor  to  have  expressed 
himself  in  plain  and  intelligible  terms.  ^  This  is 
the  doctrine  not  of  Coke  only,  (whoae^dicta  I 
admit  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.)  but 
of  the  code  of  universal  law.  The  doctrine  is 
entitled  to  augmented  force  when  a  dntise  only 
of  the  instrument  is  exhibited^  in  which  clause 
the  an^biguity  lurks,  and  the  residue  of  the  in- 
strument is  kept  back  by  the  grantor.  The  en- 
tire convention  of  1762,  by  which  France  trans- 
ferred Louisiana  to  Spain,  is  concealed,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  eicept  a 
soliury  clause.  We  are  thus  deprived  of  the 
aid  which  a  full  view  of  both  of  those  instru- 
ments would  afford.  But  we  have  no  occasion 
to  resort  to  any  rules  of  construction,  however 


reasonalde\  in  themselves,  to  esublish  our  titlA. 
A  competent  knowledge  of  the  faou,  connected 
with  the  case^  and  a  candid  appeal  to  the  treaties, 
are  alone  sufficient  to  maAifesi  our  ri^bt.  The 
negotiators  of  the  Treaty  of  1603  having  signed 
with  the  same  ceremony  two  copies,  one  in  the 
English  and  the  other  in  the  French  language^  it 
has^een  contended,  that  in  the  English  version 
the  term  ^  cede'  has  been  erroneously  used  instead 
of 'retrocede,'  which  ^  is  the  expression  in  the 
French  copy.  And  it  is  argued  that  we .  are 
bound  by  the  phraseology  of  the  French  eopy. 
because,  it  is  declared  that  the  ueaty  was  agreed 
to  in  that  language.  It  would  not  be  very  unfair 
to  inquire  if  this  is  not  like  the  common  case^  in 
private  life,  where  individuals  enter  into  a  con- 
tract, of  which  each  party  retains  a  copy,  duly 
executed.  In  such  case  neither  has  the  prefer- 
ence. We  might  as  well  say  to  France  we  will 
cling  bf  the  English  copy,. as  ^he  could  inrist 
Upon  an  adherence  to  the  French  copy ;  and  if 
she  urged  ignorance  on  th6  part  of  Mr.  Marbois, 
her  negotiator,  of  our  language,  we  might,  with 
equal  propriety,  plead  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
our  negotiators  of  her  language.  As  this,  how- 
ever, is  a  disputable  point,!  do  not  avail  mvself 
of  it ;  gentlemen  shall  have  the  full  benefit  of 
the  expressions  in  the  French  copy.  According 
to  this,  then,  in  reciting  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso, it  is  declared  bv  Spain  in  1800,  that  she 
retxocedes  to  Fraace  the  colony  or  province  of 
Louisiana,  with  th^  same  extent  that  it  then  had 
in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when 
France  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be 
after  the  treaties  subsi^iaently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  ofher  States.  This  latter  mem- 
bet'  of  the  description  has  been  sufficiently  ex- 
plained by  my  colleague. 

It  is  ^d  that  since  France  in  1762  ceded  to 
Spain  only  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississijjpi, 
and  the  island  of  Ne^  Orleans,  the  retrocession 
comprehended  no  mojre-^that  the  retrocession  ex 
vi  termini  was  commensurate  with  and  limited 
by  the  direct  cession  from  France  to  Spain.  If 
this  were  triie.  then  the  description,  such  as 
Spain  held  it,  that  is  in  1800,  comprising  West 
Florida,  and  such  as  France  possessed  it,  that  is 
in  176^,  prior  to  the  several  cessions,  coapcisuig 
also  West  Florida,  would  be  totally  iiioperative. 
But  the  deftnitioa  of  the  term  reteoeesslon,  con- 
tended for  |i»y  the  other  side,  is  denied.  It  does 
not  exclude  the  instrumentality  of  a  third  party. 
It  means  restoration  or  reeonTeyance  of  the  thii^ 
originally  ceded,  and  so  the  gentleman  frona  Del- 
aware ackno^vledged.  1  admit  that  the  thing 
restored'  most  have  come  toihe  restoring  party 
from  the  party  to  whom  it  is  retroceded,  whether 
directly  or  indirectly  is  wholly  immaterial,  la 
its  passage  it  may  have  come  through  a  dozen 
hands.  The  retrocedinp;  party  must  claim  tinder 
and  in  virtue  of  the  right  originally  possessed  by 
the  party  to  whom  the  retrocession  takes  place. 
Allow  me  to  put  a  case:  You  own  an  estate 
called  Louisiana.  Tou  convey  one  moiety  of  it 
to  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  the  other 
to  me ;  he  conveys  his  moiety  to  me,  aad  I  th^    ^ 
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become  entitled  to  tlie  whole.  By  a  saitable  in-^ 
stromeiit  I  reeoorey  or  retroeede  the  estate  called 
Lfooisiana  to  you  as  I  now  hold  it,  tad  as  you 
^eld  it ;  what  passes  to  you  ?  The  whole  estate 
or  my  .moiety  only  ?  Let  me  indul^  another 
•appositioD :  that  the  geatlemaD  from  Delaware, 
^ter  ha  reoeired  from  yba  his  moiety,ihad  be- 
stowed a  new  denomination  npon  it,  %h^  called 
it  West  Florida^  would  that  eircamstanoe  vary 
the  operation  or  my.  act  of  retrocession  to  you  ? 
The  case  supposed  is  in  ^rutk  the  real  one  be- 
tween the  United  States  and'  Spain.  Franecf  in 
1762  transfers  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi 
to  Spain,  and  at  the  same  time  conveys  the  east-. 
arn  poruon  of  it,  eielusiiTe'  of  New  Orleans,  to 
Ghreat  Britain.  Twenty  one  years  after,  that  is 
in'1783,  Qreat  Britain  i^edes  her  parttoSpaiq, 
who  thus  becomes  poMessed  of  the  entire  prov^ 
ince }  one  portion' by  direct  cession  from  Franoe, 
and  the  residue  by  indirect  cesaion.  Spain  then 
held  the  wbple  -of  Louisiaoa  under  France,  and 
in  viriue  of  tha  title  of  France.  The  whole 
mored  or  passed  from  France  to  her.  When, 
therefore,  ioHhis  state  f>i  thing9^8he  says,  in  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  that  she  retrocedes  tbe 
proTince  to  'Franc^can  a  doubt  exist  that  she 
paru  WAtt|«  iind  gives  back  to  F/ance,  the  entire 
colony?.  To  preclade.  the  possibility  of  such  a 
donbCabeadds,  that  she.  restores,  it,  not  in  a  mu- 
tilated condition,  but  in  that  precise  condition  in 
which  prance  had.  and  .she  herself  possessed  it. 

Having  thus  shown,  as  I  conoeive..a  clear 
right  in  the  United  States  to  West  Florida,  I 
proceed  to  inquire  if  the  procbmation  of  the 
Fresident  directing  the  occupation  of  property, 
which  is  thus  fairly  acquireo  by  solemn  ueaty, 
be  an  unauthorized  meiisureofwar  and  of  legisla- 
tion, as  has  been  contended. 

The  act  of  October^  1803,  contains  two  sec- 
tions, by  one  of  whiph  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  occupy  the  territories  ceded  to  us  by 
France  in  the  April  preceding.  The  other  em-, 
powers  the  Presideut  to  esmblish  a  provisional 
government  there.  The  first  section  is  uodiniited 
in  its  duration ;  the  other  is  restricted  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  ih^n  session  of  Congress.  The 
act,  therefore,  of  March,  1804,  declaring  that  ti» 
previous  act  of  October  should  tfonttnne  in  force 
until  the  first  of  October,  1804.  is  applicable  to 
the  second  and  not  the  first  section,  and  was  in- 
tended to  continue  the  prpvisional  government  of 
the  Presideot.  By  the  act  of  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1804,  for  laying  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  ceded  terntories,  the  President-is  €;m- 
powered,  whenever  he  deeme  it  ea?f)edierU,  to  erect 
the  bay  and  river  Mobile,  dbc,  into  a  separaie 
district,  and  to  establish  therein  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery.  By  this  same  act,  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory is  laid  ofi^  and  its  boundaries  are  so,  defined 
as  to  comprehend  West  Florida,  By  otber  aets 
the  President  iw  authorized  to  remove  by  force, 
uoder  certiain  circumstances,  persons  settling  or 
taking  possession  of  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States. 

These  laws  furnkh  a  legislative  construction  of 
the  treaty,  correspondent  with  that  given  by  the 


Executive,  and  they  vest  in  this  branch  of  the 
Government  indisputably  a  power  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  country,  whenever  it  might  be  proper 
in  his  discretion.  The  President  has  not,  there- 
fore, violated  the  Constitution,  ahd  usurped  the 
war*makiD|^  power,  but  he  would  have  violated 
that  provision  which  requires  him  tb  see  that  the 
laws  are  faithfullf  executed,  if  he  bad  longer 
forborne  to  act.  .  It  is  urged  that  he  has  assumed 
powers  belonging  to  Congress  in  undertaking  to 
annex  the  portion  of  West  Florida  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Perdido  to  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory. But  Congress,  as  has  been  shown,  has 
already  made  this  annexation  the  Hmiti  of  the 
Orleans  Territory,  as  prescribed  hj  Congress^em- 
prehendio|p  the  country  in  question.  The  Presi- 
dent, by  his  proclamation,  has  not  made  law,  but 
has  merely  declared  to  the  people  of  West  Flor- 
ida what  tbe  law  is..  This  is  the  office  of  a  proc- 
iimatioh,  and  it  was  highly  proper  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  Territory  should  be  thus  notified.  By 
the  act  of  oecupving  the  country,  the  Govern- 
ment de  facto,  whether  of  Spain,  or  the  revolu- 
tionists, ceased  to  exist  \  and  tbe  laws  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  applicable  to  the  country,  by 
operation  and /orce  of  law,  attached  to  it.  /But 
this  was  a  state  of  things  whic^  the  people  might 
not  know,  and  eveiy  dicti^e  of  justice  and  hu- 
Daanity  required^, therefore,  should  be  proclaiined. 
I  consider  the  bill  before  us  merely  iu  the  light 
of  a  declaratory  law. 

Never  could  a  more  propitious  ntoment  pre- 
sent itself,  for  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary 
power  placed  in  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  had  he  failed  to  embrace  it,  he  .would  have 
been  criminally  inattentive  to  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  It  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peatedj  that  if  Cuba  on  the  one  hand,  and  Flor* 
ida  on  the  other,  are  in  the  possession  of  a  foreign 
maritime  Power,  the  immense  country  belonging 
to  tbe  United  ^lates,.  watered  bv  streams  dis- 
charging themselves  into  the  Gqlt  of  Mexicor- 
that  is,  otie-third,^  nay  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  United  States^  comprehending*  Louisiana,  is 
placed  at  tbe  mercy  or  that  Power.  The  pos- 
sessipn  of  Florida  is  a  guarantee  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  enjoyment  of  the  navigation  of 
those  streams.,  The  gentleman  froi^  Delawafe 
anticipates  the  most  direful  consequences  fVom 
the  occupation  of  ^he  country.  He  supposes  a 
sally  from  a  Spanish  garrison  upon  the  Ameri*- 
can  forces,  and  asks  what  is  to  be  done  1  We 
attempt  a  peaceful  possession  of  the  country,  to 
which  we  are  fairly  entitled.  If  tbe  wrongful 
occupants  under  the  authority  of  Spain  assail 
bur  troops,  1  trust  ^ey  will  retrieve  the  lost 
honor  of  the  nation  m  the  case  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. Suppose  an  attack  upon  anypoilionof 
the  American  Army  within  the  acknowledged 
limits  df  the  United  States  by  a  Spanish  force? 
In  such  event  there  would  exist  but  a  single  hon- 
orable and  manly  course.  The  gentleman  con- 
ceives it  ungenerous  that  we  should  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  Spain  is  encompassed  and  pressed  on 
all  sides  by  the  immense  power  of  her  enemy, 
occupy  West  Florida.    Shall  we  sit  by,  passive 
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spectators,  and  witness  the  interesting  transac- 
tioDs  in  that  c6untry — transactions  which  tend 
to  jeopardise,  in  the  most  imniinent  degree,  oar 
rights,  without  interference?  Are  you  prepared 
to  see  a  foreign  Power  seize  what  belongs  to  us? 
I  have  heard  in  llie  most  credible  manner  that, 
about  the  period  when  the  President  took  his 
measures  in  relation  to  that  country,  the  agents  of 
a  foreign  Power  were  intriguing  with  the  peo- 
.ple  there,  to  induce  them  to  come  under  his  do- 
minion. 

Whether  this  be  the  fact  or  not,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  if  you  neglect  the  present  auspicious 
momeni--if  you  reject  the  proffered  boon,  sbme 
other  nation,  profiting  by  your  errors,  will  seize 
the  occasion  to  get  a  fatal  footing  in  your  south- 
ern frontier.  I  have  do  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
if  a  parent  country  will  not  or  xjannol  maintaiq 
its  authority  in  a  colony  adjacent  to  us,  and  there 
exists  in  it  a  state  of  misrule  and  disorder,  menac- 
ing; our  peace,  and  if  moreover  such  colony,,  by 
passing  into  the  hands  of  any  other  Power,  would 
become  dan^^erous  to  the  integrity  of  the  Unipn, 
^nd  manifestly  tend  to  the  subversion  of  our  laws; 
we  have  a  right,  upon  eternal  principles  of  self- 
preservation,  to  lay  hold  of  it.  This  principle 
alone,  independent  of  any  title,  would  warrant 
bur  occupation  of  West  Florida,  But  it  is  not 
necessary  to  resort  to  it,  our  title  being  in  my 
judgment  incontestably  good.  We  are  told  of 
the  vengeance  of  resuscitated  Spain.  If  Spain, 
under  any  modification  of  her  Government,  chose 
to  make  war  upon  us,  for  the  set  undeir  consid- 
eration, the  nation,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  be  wil- 
ling to  meet  the  war.  But  the  gentleman  re- 
minds us  that  Great  Britain,  the  ally  of  Spain, 
may  be  obliged  by  her  c6nnexion  with  Spain  to 
take  part  \vith  her, against  us,  and  to  consider 
this  measure  of  the  Presid^ht  as  justifying  aa 
appeal  to  arms. 

,  Sir,  said  Mr.  CiaY,is  the  time  never  to  arrive 
when  we  ioaay  manaffe  our  affisiirs  without  the 
fear  of  insulting  His  Britannic  Majesty  ?  Is  the 
rod  of  British  power  to  be  forever  suspended  over 
our  heads  ?  Does  Congress  put  on  an  embargo 
to  shelter  our  rijfhtfnl  commerce  against  the  jii- 
ratical  depredations  committed  upon  it  on  the 
Ocean  ?  We  are  immediately  warned  of  the  in- 
dignation of  offended  Bogland.  is  a  law  of  non* 
intercourse  proposed?  The  whole  navy  of  the 
haughty  mistressof  the  seas  is  made  to  thunder  in 
our  ears*  Does  the  President  refuse  to  continue 
a  correspoodencje  with  a  Minister  who  violates 
the  decorurn  belongiofl:  to  his  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, by  giving  and  deliberately  repeating  an  af- 
front to  the  whole  nation?  We  are  instantly 
menaced  with  the  chastisement  which  English 
pride  will  not  fail  to  inflict.  Whether  we  assert 
our  rights  by  sea  or  attenipt  their  maintenance 
by  land— Whithersoever  we  turn  ourselves^  this' 
phantom  incessantly  pursues  ui  Already  has  it 
bad  too  much  influence  on  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  It  contribqted  to  the  repeal  of  tbe  em- 
bargo—that dishonorable  repeal,  which  has  so 
much  tarnished  the  character  of  our  Govarnment. 
Mr.  President.  I  have  before  said  on  this  floor, 


and  now  take  occasion  again  to  remark,  that  I 
most  sincerely  desire  peace  and  amity  with  Eng- 
land; that  I  even  prefer  an  adjustment  of  all  dif- 
ferences with  her  before  one  with  any  other  na- 
tion. But  if  she  persist  in  a  denial  of  justice  lo 
OS,  or  if  she  avails  herself  of  the  occupation  c( 
West  Florida  to  commence  war  upon  us,  I  trust 
and  hopQ  that  all  hearts  will  unite  in  a  bold  and 
vigoroutj  vindication  of  our  rights.  I  do  doI. 
however,  believe  in  the  prediction  that  war  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  measure  in  question. 

It  is  asked,  why,  some  years  ago,  when  the  in- 
terruption of  the  right  of  depot  tbdk  place  at 
New  Orleans,  the  Government  did  not  declare 
war  against  Spain,  and  how  it  has  happened  that 
there  has  been  this  long  acquiescence  in  ehe  Span- 
ish possesision  of  West  Florida  ?  The^  answer  is 
obvaous.  It  consists  in  the  genius  of  the  nation, 
which  is  prone  to  peace ;  in  that  desire  to  ft^ 
range,  by  friendly  n^otiation,  our  disputes  with 
all  nations,  which  has  constantly  influenced  tbe 
present  and  preceding  Adiiiinistrations ;  and  in 
the  jealousy  of  armies,  with  which  we  have  been 
inspired  by  tbe  melancholy  experience  of  free 
States.  But  a  new  state  of  things  has  arisen. 
Negotiation  has  become  hopeless.  The  Power 
with  whorh  it  was  to  be  conducted,  if  not  anni- 
hilated, is  in  a  situation  that  precludes  it ;  and 
the  subject-matter  of  it  is  in  dan^r  of  being 
snatched  forever  from  our  power.  Longer  delaf 
would  be  tsonstrued  into  a  dereliction  of  cor 
right,  and  amount  to  treachery  to  ourselves: 
May  I  ask.  in  my  turn,  why  eertain  gentlemen, 
now  so  fearful  of  war^  were  so  urgent  for  it  with 
Spain  when  she  withheld  the  right  of  deposite? 
and  still  later,  when  in  1805  or  6,  this  very  sub- 
ject  of  the  actual  limits  of  Louisiana  was  before 
Congress  ?  1  will  not  say,  because  I  do  not  know 
that  I  am  aotl^rized  to  say,  that  the  motive  is 
to  be  found  in  the  change  of  relation  between 
Spain  and  other  European  Powers  since  those 
periods. 

Does  the  honorable  i^entleman  from  Delaware 
really  believe  that  he  hnds  in  St«  Domingo  a  case 
parallel  with  that  of  West  Florida  ?  and  that  our 
C^overnmeot  having  interdicted  an  illicit  com- 
merce'with  the  former,  ought  aot  to  have  iaier- 
poted  in  relation  to  the  latter!  It  is  inrarcely  9^ 
eessary  td  consume- you^  time  by  remarking  that 
we  bad  no  pretensions  to  that  island ;  that  it  did 
not  menace  our  repose,  nor  did  the  safety  of  tbe 
United  Slates  require  that  they  should  occupy 
It.  It  became,  therefore,  odr  duty  to  attend  to 
the  just  remonstrance  of  France  against  American 
citizens, supplying  tbe.rebels  with  the  means  of 
resisting  her  p^wer. 

lam  not;  sir,  in  favor  of  cherishing  the  passion 
of  conquest.  But  I  o^ust  be  permitted  to  cos* 
elude  by  declaring  my  hope  to  see,  ere  long,  the 
new  United  States  (if  you  will  allow  me  the  ex- 

gression)  embracing  not  only  the  old  thirteen 
tates,  but  the  entire  country  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, including  Bast  Florida,  and  some  of  the 
territories  to  the  north  of  us  also« 

When  Mf;  Clay  had.  jconeluded,  the  Senate 
adjourned.  . 
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Monday,  December  31. 

John  Taylor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  oi  the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  in 
place  of  Thomas  Sumter,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  tne  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered  to  him, 
he  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Framclin,  from  the  comnoittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
additional  appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriaiion  for  the  reiiet  and  protection 
of  distressed  American  seamen  during  the  year 
1810,^  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BliADLEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  the  additional  Assistant  Post- 
master Qeneral,"  reported  the  bill  with  an  amend- 
ment \  which  was  read. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  Company  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  read  the  sec-, 
ond  time. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  quarter- 
master's department  was  read  the  second  time, 
referred  to  a  select  committee^  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Leib,  Franklin. 
and  PiCKfiRixG,  were  appointeJ  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  proriding  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  claims  to  knds,  and  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans 
and  Louisiana  f  in  which  they  desire  the  eon- 
conence  of  the  Senate. 

OCCUPATION  OP  WEST  FLORIDA. 
^  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  extending  the  laws  now  in  force  in  Orleans 
Territory  to  the  Perdido,  &c. 

Mr.  FicKERiNO  commenced  a  speech,  in  which 
he  proceeded  about  an  hour;  when  he  read,  as 
an  evidence  in  support  of  his  argument  against 
the  title  of  the  United  Stares  to  Louisiana  or 
Florida  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido,  a 
letter  from  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand,  the 
French  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  21st 
December,  1804,  to  General  Armstrong,  our  Min* 
ister  at  Paris,  on  the  subject  of  certain  overtures 
which  had  been  made  by  our  Ministers  in  Spain 
for  the  aid  of  France  in  prucurin?  a  cession  to 
the  United  Stales  of  one  or  both  Floridas.  The 
purport  of  Talleyrand's  letter  appeared  to  be  a 
denial  that  the  United  States  haa  acquired,  by 
the  treaty  of  1803;  any  title  to  Louisiana  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  or  some  statement  to  that  effect. 

When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded  the  reading  of 
thb  letter — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryhind,  said  he  wished  to 
inquire  whether  the  paper,  which  the  gentleman 
had  just  read,  had  ever  been  publicly  communi* 
cated  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  it  had  been  communicated, 
not  indeed  as  a  public  paper,  but  for  what  reason 
had  it  been  communicated  confidentially  ?    Be- 
ll th  Con.  3d  S^as.— 3 


cause,  by  a  publication  of  it  at  the  time,  injury 
might  have  been  done  to  our  Ministers  or  our 
affairs  abroad.  There  was,  however,  now  no 
reason  why  the  whole  truth  should  not  be  known. 
They  were  about  taking  a  step  which  was  one 
of  peace  or  warf  and  ir  w^important  that  every- 
thing in  relation  to  the  Object  should  be  dis* 
closed.  # 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  whenever  papers  werecom* 
munioated  to  the  Senate  confidentially,  before 
they  could  be  read  publicly  in  this  body  or  any 
other,  it  was  necessary  that  the  permission  of  the^ 
Senate  should  be  obtained ;  which  no  doubt  if  ** 
asked  in  this  case  would  have  been  granted.  But 
if  this  proceeding  were  permitted  to  pass  unno- 
ticed, any  individual  misht  have  the  power  to  do 
the  greatest  injury  to  the  nation,  as  his  humor 
might  move  him.  He  apprehended  the  proceed- 
ing was  wrong;  but  gentlemen  older  in  the  Sen- 
ate than  he  was  could  perhaps  better  decide. 

On  the  suggestion  of  a  member,  the  galleriee 
were  cleared.  The  Senate  sat  with  closed  doors 
for  an  hour.  When  they  were  again  opened,  oa 
motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  further  xoosider- 
ation  of  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  of  course : 

Besoived,  That  the  public  perasal  in  the  Senate  of 
certain  papers  with  open  galleries  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  PicKiaiiro,)  in  his  seat, 
without  a  special  order  of  the  Senate  removing  the 
injunction  of  secrecy,  which  papers  had  been  confiden- 
tially communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the  roles 
of  this  body. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


Wednesday,  January  2, 1811. 

Andrew  Greqo,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in 
conformity  with  the  acts  of  March  26, 1804,  and 
March  3^  1805,  of  rejected  claims  made  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining the  claims  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyu,  it  was  agreed  to 
suspend  the  order  of  the  dav  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
additional  appropriation  to  supplv  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  distressed  American  seamen  duriujg^  the  year 
1810;"  and  the  bill  was  read  and  considered  as  la 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  biU  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
in  obedience  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  *'  fur* 
ther  to  amend  the  several  acts  fot  the  establish* 
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ment  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Nary  Depart- 
ments." passed  the  3a  day  of  March,  1809^  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  biii  broaght  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitkd  *'An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  final AdjostmeiR  of  claims  to 
lands^  and  for  the  salvor  the  public  lands  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  Aid  Louisiana,"  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bin  authorizing  the  sate  and  mnt  of  a 
eertain  Quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
,and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was  read  the 
'  second  time. 

QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

Mr.  Clay  called  up  the  motion  made  the  31st 
of  December,  on  the  subject  of  order;-  and,  on 
his  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  original  mo- 
tion be  amended  as  follows : 

Reaohtdy  That  Timothy  Pickering,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  havmg,  on  this  day,  whilst 
tiie  Senate  was  in  session  with  open  doors,  read  from 
his  place  certain  docmnents  confidentially  communica- 
ted by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  injunction  of  secrecy  not  hsTing  been  re- 
moTed,  has,  in  so  doing,  committed  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  the  roles  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  wished  it  was  consistent  with 
his  duty  to  forbear  pressing  it ;  but  from  the  best 
consideration  he  could  give  the  subject,  he  was 
obliged  to  ask  a  decision  on  it.  With  respect  to 
the  act  having  been  a  violation  of  the  role,  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion.  The  rule  seemed  to 
have  been  made  for  the  precise  occasion.  If  the 
Senate  did  not  express  their  disapprobation,  it 
would  be  inferred  from  their  silence  that  they  had 

given  their  approbation,  of  the  gentleman's  con- 
uct;  and  any  individual  would  hereafter,  if  in- 
clined, follow  his  example  without  hesitation. 
Again — if  the  President  could  not  have  some  de- 
gree of  securitv  that  the  documents  confidentially 
coinmunicated  to  Cpngress,and  on  the  preserving 
which  in  confidence  perhaps  the  safety  of  the 
nation  depended,  would  not  be  disclosed ;  must 
not  all  reliance  on  the  Senate  be  lost  7  These 
considerations  induced  him  to  press  a  decision. 

Mr.  Llotd  said  he  had  been  in  hopes  that  the 
resolution  would  have  been  withdrawn,  as  it  was 
admitted  that  the  facts  disclosed  were  of  no  great 
consequence,  as  indeed  they  had  been  already  cir- 
cnlated  in  the  newspapers,  and  their  disclosure 
could  prove  of  no  detriment  to  the  public  service. 
However  much  gentlemen  wished  to  show  their 
respect  for  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  he  had  hoped 
that  the  resolution  would  have  been  withdrawn ; 
and  that  the  Senate  would  not  have  passed  a  cen- 
sure of  this  sort  on  so  slight  an  ofience  as  this,  if 
it  be  an  ofience  at  all.  He  therefore  moved  to 
postpone  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost — yeas  9. 
Mr.  Dana  apprehended  the  true  question  in 
this  case  to  be,  what  course  it  became  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  to  adopt. 

The  resolution,  then,  in  the  first  place,  prbpo- 
aing  to  establish  an  important  precedent  as  to  the 
propriety  of  proceeding,  should  be  strictly  accu- 
rate 5  and  if  they  were  to  give  a  rule,  which  was 


to  be  to  members  a  monitor  of  their  duty,  an4  to 
the  House  a  guardian  of  its  honor  and  dignity,  the 
whole  case  should  be  accurately  stated. 

My  objection  to  the  resolution  (said  Mr.  D.) 
is,  that  It  does  not  present  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  result,  as  they  occurred,  and 
which  ought  to  he  taken  into  account  in  giving 
it  a  fair  estimate.  I  ask  the  question,  whether 
it  be  possible  for  the  members  of  the  Semue,  eon- 
sistently  with  any  principle  of  justice,  fairnesi, 
and  public  decorum,  to  pass  this  resolution  1  On 
this  ground  I  submit  myself  with  confidence  to 
the  Senate ;  not  that  I  object  to  its  phraseology 
merely,  but  that  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  MassacbusettSyCompared  with  that  of  othen. 
whether  strictly  regular  or  not,  was  not  more  ex- 
ceptioaable  than  theira.  What  we  have  acqui- 
esced in  when  done  by  others,  should  be  toleratei 
in  him.  ' 

When  the  bill  relative'  to  jurisdiction  eastwaid 
of  the  Mississi(>pi  to  the  Perdido  was  first  under 
discussion,  sir,  if  I  do  not  mistake,  m'ore  than  a 
week  since,  a  gentleman  from  Vermont,  one  of 
the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  went  into  a 
eonsideration  of  what  had  passed  when  the  Lou- 
isiana convention  was  before  the  Senate  for  rat- 
ification, and  into  a  statement  of  the  corresnoa- 
dence  of  the  Minister*  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  oflficially  communicated  by  the  President  «f 
the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  and  undertook 
to  state  what  he  recollected  to  have  been  stated 
by  them  as  to  the  representations  of  the  French 
Minister.  I  did  understand  an  honorable  meia- 
ber  of  the  committee  to  state  this  as  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  bill  should  ba  passed  ;  and  this 
too  without  any  question  whatever.  Afterwards, 
the  gentleman  from  Maesachusetts  rose  to  sUte 
what  was  his  apprehension ;  and  said  that  he  4id 
not  understand  our  Ministers  to  have  stated  that 
the  French  GrOvernment  so  represented  the  thing, 
and  referred  to  a  letter,  the  efi*ect  of  which,  he 
told  the  Senate,  was  such  at  the  time  it  was  re- 
ceived, as  to  have  produced  a  perfect  silence  ia 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  all  took  place  about  a  week 
sioce,and  thequestion  was  really  aquestion  respect- 
ing fact.  Although  no  member  could  entertain  the 
opmion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  any  gentleman 
to  represent  the  facts  inaccurately,  yet,  that  facts 
might  be  stated  with  precision,  the  very  document 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  was  read,  without 
anything  bearing  the  reseniblance  of  surprise,  and 
without  anything  like  an  intention  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  House.  If  I  understood  the  letter,  it 
was  one  calculated  very  powerfully  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  had  been  partly  read 
and  commented  on ;  and  after  having  thus  read 
the  remarks  of  Messrs  Monroe.and  Livingston  on 
the  treaty  respecting  Louisiana,  the  gentleman 
next  came  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  and 
prefaced  it  by  an  account  of  an  application  by 
our  Ministers  to  the  French  Qovernment  for  their 
aid  with  the  Court  of  Spain  on  this  subject.  After 
some  observations  of  this  kind,  the  gentleman  took 
up  the  volume  of  correspondence,  gave  the  date 
of  the  paper  and  its  address,  ana,  after  having 
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done  80,  made  a  commeDt  which  mast  have  called 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  who 
hadliot,  at  least,  within  a  few  years  past,  heard 
the  {gentleman  from  Massachusetts  express  an 
opinion  more  fkrorahle  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment. After  which  he  read  the  letter-— and  an 
inqniry  was  then  made,  whether  it  was  confiden- 
tial or  not 

Now,  I  ask,  sir,  is  it  the  stating  of  the  specific 
words  of  a  commnnication,  or  stating  the  sense 
and  import  of  it,  which  constitutes  a  violation  of 
any  injunction  of  secrecy.  I  ask  the  question, 
not  because  gentlemen  can  douht  much  on  the 
subject-— the  suhstance  is  undoubtedly  all  that  is 
material.  What  was  the  date  of  the  letter  is  not 
of  as  much  consequence  as  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed, from  whom  it  came,  and  what  it  con- 
tained. If  I  do  not  mistake,  sir,  there  was  some 
other  allnsion  to  the  subject  \  the  discussion  had 
gone  on  without  heing  checked,  till,  unfortunately 
It  seems  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  instead  of  trusting 
to  memory,  and  exposing  himself  and  the  Senate 
to  error^  undertook  to  state  what  were  the  very 
trords. 

If  it  be  proper,  sir,  for  the  Senate  to  tolerate 
debate  on  a  fact,  which  fact  depends  on  diplo- 
matic communications,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain 
the  fset  which  was  alluded  to.  Gentlemen  may 
state  the  question  as  strongly  as  they  please — it 
fs  not  whether  the  proceeding  was  strictly  regu- 
lar or  irregular— but  I  contend  that,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  has  offended,  he  was 
not  the  first.  Some  of  the  other  members  set  the 
example.  It  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  whole 
Senate ;  I  will  not  say  from  ignorance,  certainly 
not  from  inattention.  1  refer  it  to  the  Senate, 
therefore,  as  the  matter  has  gone  on  without  any 
intention  tog^ia  advantage  pr  design  to  take  any 
one  by  surprise,  but  with  a  view  to  attain  accu- 
racy, whether  it  can  become  this  body  to  pro- 
nounce censure  on  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ebasetts. 

Gentlemen,  sir,  may  say  whatever  they  choose 
aboQt  the  importance  of  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  lock  our  lips  in  eternal  silence  j  but  I  do 
not  acknowledge  the  authority  of  any  mortal  to 
bind  n«  to  snch  secrecy  without  our  assent.  All 
the  President  can  properly  do  is  to  refer  to  us  as 
men  of  discernment,  as  men  worthy  of  the  pub- 
lic confidence,  as  men  of  honorable  principles, 
capable  of  judging  on  public  concerns,  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  acting  confidentially  on  any 
sobject.  Shall  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
sir,  adopt  a  rule  to  authorize  the  President  to  say, 
that  we  are  unworthy  to  judge  whether  a  matter 
onght  to  be  kept  secret  or  not  ?  The  Senate  is  a 
body  of  men  selected  in  a  manner  to  hold  them 
forth  as  worthy  of  confidence ;  and  I  had  really 
tboogfat  that  sifch  a  body  of  men  might  be  trusted, 
witbont  the  passage  of  such  a  resolution,  to  show 
a  proper  respect  to  the  Executive  Magistrate. 

rlo  one  ffentleman,  however  sensitive  he  might 
be  as  to  what  would  tarnish  the  lustre  of  the  Sen- 
atorial character,  thought  the  proceeding  impro- 
per m  discussing  thesubstance  of  those  documents 


called  confidential.  About  the  expiration  of  a 
week  thereafter,  when  resort  is  had  to  the  accu* 
racy  of  written  communication  instead  of  the  un- 
certainty of  recollection,  then  the  oTence  com- 
mences. It  consisted  not  in  disclosing  the  matter 
itself  but  in  testing  its  accuracy.  Ought  that  to 
be  deemed  an  ofience,  which  was  merely  tellioff 
the  truth,  guarding  against  inaccuracy,  provi- 
ding against  xhe  uncertainty  of  recollection  7 

Perluips,  sir,  our  general  rules  of  proceeding 
are  not  sufficiently  exact.  Instead  of  deciding  on 
this  resolution,  perhaps  we  ought  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee  for  examminf  our  rules  and  amend- 
ing them  if  requisite.  Kight  or  wrong,  we  have 
all  participated  in  the  course  of  proceeding  by 
general  ac(][uiescence.  I  have  countenanced  the 
thing  in  this  manner,  and  were  I  now  to  accuse 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  I  should  act 
as  a  man  who  himself  practises  with  impunity 
that  for  which  he  would  punish  another. 

I  am  not,  sir,  for  a  moment  to  suspect  that  any 
particular  disrespect  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts has  ^iven  rise  to  this  motion  \  but  I 
submit  for  consideration,  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  consistent  with  that  justice  which  we 
ourselves  would  have  established  to  mete  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  we  should  wish 
It  to  be  meted  unto  us.  If  other  gentlemen  can 
say  that  they  have^  on  this  occasion,  been  com- 
pletely blameless;  if  jou  yourself,  Mr.  President, 
could  say  90,  not  having  arrested  the  gentleman's 
progress  in  reading  these  documents;  let  those 
who  are  without  fault,  and  none  other,  give  this 
resolution  their  support. 

But  if,  in  this  case,  there  has  been  a  general 
acquiescence  in  the  practice  of  referring  to  dip- 
lomatic transactions,  which  have  been  past  for 
years ;  if,  from  a  Senatorial  courtesy,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  a  liberal  indulgence  towards  each  other 
in  the  course  of  debate,  an  unanimous  consent 
has  been  fairly  understood  for  introducing  the 
evidence  of  diplomatic  correspondence  in  the 
public  discussion  of  the  particular  bill  before  the 
Senate ;  or,  if  in  this  respect  we  have  not  maiii- 
tained  the  strict  regularity  which  we  might  think 
proper  in  the  abstract  in  preparing  a  body  of 
rules  for  such  fallible  beings  as  ourselves ;  will 
the  recollection  of  our  own  proceedings  permit 
us  to  adopt  such  a  resolution  as  is  now  proposed  ? 
If  by  our  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  particular 
bill,  we  have  without  a  single  exception  con- 
sented to  the  course  followed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  how  does  it  become  us  to 
adjudge  him?  On  reflection,  if  it  be  thought 
that  we  all  have  been  not  sufficiently  attentive  to 
rule  during  the  discussion  of  a  bill  peculiarly  in- 
teresting, let  us  admit  the  infirmity  of  our  com- 
mon nature,  and  dismiss  the  resolution,  as  we 
kpow  within  ourselves,  and  feel,  that  to  err  is 
human. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  Senate 
must  doubtless  have  oeen  much  gratified  at  the 
lecture  it  had  received  from  so  youngf  a  member; 
at  being  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dana)  that  it  was  a  common  custom  to 
disclose  messages  of  a  p5^b^4y®(^  ^^^^^ 
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fore  Justifiable.  Mr.  S.  said  he  meant  to  take 
no  part  id  this  discassion,  but  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  say  that  nothing  fell  from  him 
that  had  ij^  most  distant  allusion  to  the  docu- 
ments readV(by  Mr.  Pickerinq.)  He  would  say 
farther,  that  those  documents  had  not  been  with- 
in bis  recollection,  and  therefore  the  eenileman 
from  Connecticut  must  go  further  for  nis  proofs 
than  to  him.  Allusion  had  also  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  in  order  to  substantiate  his  argu- 
ment^ to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  In  this 
allusion,  also,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  geo- 
deman  was  inaccurate. 

But  the  Senate  had  been  told  that  their  rule 
was  rery  improper.  Even  that  was  not  now  a 
qfuestion  for  consideration.  So  long  as  the  rule 
existed,  it  ought  to  be  adhered  to.  The  gentle- 
man had  boasted  of  his  independence,  and  de- 
clared, whatever  the  President  might  say,  he 
would  exercise  his  judgment  whether  he  would 
lereal  it  or  not. 

Mr.  Dana  explained.  Did  I,  said  he,  as  an  in- 
dividual, say  that  I  M'ould  communicate  confi- 
dential matters  without  the  leave  of  the  Senate  ? 
I  certainly  was  misapprehended.  I  say  that  this 
body  is  the  judge  of  what  is  proper  to  be  kept  in 
confidence.  It  was  not  for  me  to  say  what  has 
been  the  usage  before;  but,  as  a  witness  of  what 
bad  passed  under  my  own  eye,  whatever  be  the 
diversity  of  years  between  myself  and  others, 
bowever  young  I  am  in  the  Senate,  I  had  a  riffhi 
at  least  to  anplv  the  eternal  principles  of  justice, 
and  to  say,  let  him  that  is  without  sin  throw  the 
irst  stone. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  continued.  I  know 
▼cry  well,  sir,  said  he,  that  I  am  myself  so  unfor- 
tniiate,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  as  to  be  misap- 
prehended by  others;  but,  surely,  the  gentleman 
could  not  have  been  misapprehended  in  this  case. 
There  was  no  occasion  lor  him  to  say  that  the 
Senate  could  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 
Bvery  member  was  convinced  of  that. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  in  explanation,  that  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  had  gone  into  some  argument 
en  the  general  question;  and  when  the  gentle- 
man thought  proper  to  do  so,  it  seemed  bnt  a 
decent  respect  to  allude  to  his  argument. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  resumed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever,  sir,  that  there  are  certain 
things  of  a  confidential  nature  which  are  ex- 
tremely advantageous  to  us  in  making  up  our 
cptnions;  and  that  the  President,  when  he  com- 
municates such  things,  acts  with  a  strong  reli- 
ance on  the  honor  of  those  to  whom  he  commu- 
Btcates,  and  with  a  strong  impression  that  no 
man  will  feel  at  liberty  to  divulge  any  part  of  it. 
If  we  depart  from  our  usual  line  of  conduct  in 
tbis  respect,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  hereafter  place  so  much  reliance  on  us 
aato  give  us  confidential  communications  on  any 
•abject.  We  have,  indeed,  latterly  received  no 
confidential  communications;  not  that  it  ever 
bappened  in  this  House  before  that  anything  of 
m  confidential  nature  was  made  public.  My  chief 
object  in  rising,  however,  was  to  state  that  when 
I  apoke  on  the  subject  on  a  former  occasion,  I 


said  I  would  not  give  my  consent  to  call  on  the 
Executive  for  papers  to  substantiate  a  title  which 
we  have  alreaay  substantiated  by  law. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  as  to  the  gentlenuin's  allu- 
sion to  the  confidential  papers,  he  had  not  ex- 
pressed himself  with  decision.  The  gentleman's 
remarks,  however,  had  left  a  faint  trace  of  that 
kind  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  was  a  rm 
unfortunate  trace.  He  had  been  already  suifi* 
ciently  slandered  in  the  newspapers  of  the  coun- 
try; and  the  gentleman's  idea  going  into  the  pub- 
lic prints,  his  name  would  be  traduced  in  the 
Federal  prints  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  from  the  gentleman's /atn^  trace. 

Mr.  Brent  said,  from  the  remarks  which  bad 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  thi»  resolur 
tion  should  be  adopted.  If  it  was  a  common 
practice  to  divulge  secret  proceedings,  it  was 
necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  a  course  so  disffrace- 
ful  and  ruinous  to  the  country.  The  eentieman 
had  wished  that  he  who  was  innocent  of  it  should 
cast  the  first  stone. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  only  alluded  to  the  transac- 
tion which  was  now  the  subject  of  debate* 

Mr.  Brent  observed,  he  had  then  misappre- 
hended the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Pope  said,  that  not  having  had  it  in  his 
power  to  attend  the^  Senate  since  Friday,  and 
some  observations  having  been  made,  calculated 
to  produce  an  impression  that  he  haa  alluded  to 
the  confidential  documents,  he  thought  it  due  to 
himself  to  state  that  he  did  not  be^re  know  of 
the  existence  of  such  documents*  as  they  had 
been  communicated  long  before  ne  had  a  seat 
here. 

Mr.  Franklin  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  in  violation  of  the  rule  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Let  it  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  in  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  two  resolutions 
wereofi*ered  to  the  Senate  calling  upon  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  for  information  as  to 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  in 
question.  They  were  thought  improper,  and  the 
Senate  refused  to  call  for  the  information.  What 
has  been  the  course  of  this  business?  After  the 
Senate  had  expressed  this  opinion,  a  gentleman 
rises  and  reads  precisely  the  documents  which 
the  Senate  had  refused  to  call  for,  and  compels 
us,  notwithstanding  our  own  decision,  to  near 
those  papers  read.  I  should  be  sorry  to  believe 
that  the  gentleman  did  it  intentionally ;  but  at 
respects  the  rule  laid  down  for  the  ffovernment 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  a  palpable  violation  of  it. 
All  things  in  the  nature  of  treaties,  dbc,  come  to 
us  confidentially,  and  so  remain  until  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  is  taken  oS,  If  a  gentleman  sect 
proper  to  rise  and  read  those  communications, 
does  he  not  incur  the  responsibility  attached  to 
the  violation  of  those  rules,  and  may  he  not  do 
infinite  mischief?  When  instructions  were  sent 
forward  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  so  much  terri* 
tory  as  should  secure  to  us  the  right  of  depoaite 
at  New  Orleans,  to  the  surprise  of  every  oni^  the 
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whole  country  was  acquired.  We  purchased  this 
Territory,  and  bare  gone  on  to  legislate  on  the 
purchase.  We  have  setup  a  claim  and  estab- 
lished it;  but,  upon  the  representation  of  the 
Spanish  Gorernment,  have  forborne  until  now 
to  occupy  the  Territory.  This  state  of  things 
was  kept  in  view  by  the  President.  The  people 
of  Florida  baring  denied  the  authority  of  Spain, 
and  set  up  a  claim  of  their  own,  the  United  States 
Bftv,  they  will  now  enforce  their  claim,  subject  to 
a  ratore  negotiation  with  Spain,  if  she  should  be 
In  a  situation  to  renew  her  claim.  While  this  is 
pending,  an  Exec u tire  record  of  six  years  stand- 
ing is  read;  and  it  is  impossible  that  eren  the 
President  of  the  Senate  could  say  that  the  gen- 
tieman  was  reading  papers  confidentially  com- 
municated. No  man,  from  memory,  could  have 
stopped  the  gentleman  in  the  commencement  of 
the  reading.  The  Senate,  after  laying  down 
rates  for  its  government,  ought  to  see  that  they 
were  observed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  having 
been  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, he  had  forgotten  one  thin^  he  intended  to 
notice.  He  now  rose  to  apologize  for  what  the 
gentleman  had  termed  negligence.  The  gentle- 
man stated,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  member  from 
Massachusetts  had  read  one  document,  and  de- 
clared his  intention  to  read  another;  ana  vet  that 
the  sensitive  feelings  of  no  gentleman  had  in- 
duced him  to  check  him.  When  the  reading  of 
the  papers  was  first  began,  sir,  I  doubted  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  confidential  papers.  After 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  was  read  through,  I 
thought  they  were  confidential  papers,  but  I  was 
net  certain.  I  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  know  whetheir  they  were  or  were  not. 
Go  being  informed  of  the  fact,  I  immediately,  as 
I  deemed  it  proper,  stated  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Clay  wished  to  be  allowed  to  trespass  on 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  one  moment  in  reply 
to  some  remarks  not  before  noticed.  If  indeed 
there  had  been  such  repeated  violations  of  the 
rule,  and  even  within  one  week,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  to  lose  the  responsibility  of  it  in  conse- 
quence of  its  frequency,  it  seemed  the  more 
necessary  to  revert  to  the  original  rules  and  give 
to  them  the  force  which  they  had  lost.    If  anv 

S^ntleman  feels  at  liberty  to  disclose  at  will 
zecutire  communications,  it  is  necessary  to 
giwe  some  pledge  that  we  will  henceforward 
pay  more  regard  to  them.  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  if  I  mistake  not,  has  told  us,  sir, 
that  the  secrecy  imposed  by  communications  in 
confidence  depends  on  the  individual  honor  of 
each  member — [Mr.  Dana  said,  he  had  said  it 
depended  on  the  honor  of  the  members  as  com- 
posing this  body.]  Mr.  C.  continued.  I  did 
not  mean  to  impute  to  the  gentleman  an  opinion 
that  each  member  was  at  libertv  to  disclose 
matters  communicated  confidentially,  but  I  did 
understand  him  that  the  honor  of  the  individual 
members  was  a  sufficient  pledge  that  they  will 
not  disclose  that  which  is  communicated  in  con- 
fidence. It  is  not  simply  on  that  bond,  forcible 
aa  it  ought  to  be,  that  the  President  ought  to 


have  entire  reliance  that  his  communicationa 
will  not  be  divulged ;  but,  in  my  mind,  on  a  solemm 
compact  between  the  President  and  Senate,  which 
ought  to  be  inviolable.  The  following  is  tha 
role  in  relation  to  this  subject:  **A11  confidential 

*  communications  made  by  the  President  of  the 
'  United  States  to  the  Senate,  shall,  by  the  mem- 
'  hers  thereof,  be  kept  inviolably  secret^  and  all 
'  the  treaties  which  may  hereafter  be  laid  before 
'  the  Senate  shall  also  be  kept  secret  until  the 
'^  Senate  shall  by  their  resolution  take  ofi'the  in- 

*  junction  of  secrecy."  Relying  with  confidence 
on  the  honor  of  the  body  and  the  rule  before  me 
which  promises  secrecy,  could  the  President  an- 
ticipate the  unpleasant  event  of  a  disclosure  of 
confidential  papers,  not  only  contrary  to  his  wish, 
but  to  the  will  of  the  Senate,  and  to  our  rules  t 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  contend 
that  a  casual  incidental  reference^  in  the  course 
of  a  detail  of  circumstances,  to  communicationa 
of  this  kind,  is  to  be  compared  to  the  deliberate 
act  of  taking  a  file  of  papers,  unfolding  them, 
reading  paper  after  paper,  and  commenting  on 
its  language  ?  Surely  there  is  all  possible  dif- 
ference between  the  character  of  the  two  acta. 
I  certainly,  sir,  do  not  recollect  all  the  circum- 
stances detailed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont. 
He  went  into  a  particular  detail  of  circumstanoea 
attending  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and  poa* 
sibly,  though  I  do  not  recollect  it,  ne  might 
have  glanced  incidentally  at  these  papers.  When 
these  communications  were  made  I  was  not  m 
member,  and  till  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not 
know  that  they  were  communicated  confidenp 
tially.  Every  view  requires  of  us,  in  justice  to 
the  character  o^  the  Senate,  to  afford  a  pledge 
that  confidential  communications  hereafter  made 
shall  not  be  indiscreetlv  disclosed. 

Mr.  Andbrbon  said  ne  should  have  said  noth- 
ing on  this  subject  but  for  the  ground  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Uonnecticut,  as  m 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  I  did  not  (said  Mr.  A.) 
understand  any  gentleman  to  say  anything  in 
debate  relating,  as  I  conceived,  to  confidential 
communications;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  has  taken  that  as  a  ground  of 
defence.  The  gentleman  seems  desirous  that  we 
should  suffer  the  resolution  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
pass  a  censure  on  the  Senate  for  having  suffered 
It  to  go  on,  because  the  presumption  is.  not  hav- 
ing been  sooner  called  to  order,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  not  out  of  order.  But  will  it  be  sup- 
posed for  a  moment  that  the  gentleman  was  not 
out  of  order  1  It  has  been  well  observed  that  on 
this  subject  two  resolutions  had  been  offered  to 
the  House  and  disagreed  to  bv  large  majorities. 
Although  I  was  a  member  or  the  Senate  when 
the  documents  were  communicated,  and  for  manj 
years  since,  I  could  not  at  once  recollect  when 
or  how  they  were  communicateid.  The  gentle- 
man did  not  say  they  were  confidential.  When 
he  was  asked,  are  they  confidential— without 
looking  at  the  endorsement  or  anything,  he  an- 
swered that  they  were  confidential.  Is  there 
any  comparison  between  this  deliberate  penual 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


75 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


7« 


Bbnatb. 


Question  of  Order. 


Januabt,1811. 


and  yague  allasions  to  them?    Certainly  not.    I 
hope  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  was  already  fnlly  sensible 
of  the  disadvantages  under  which  a  new  member 
labors  in  a  legislative  bodv ;  but  if  he  had  totally 
forgotten  them^e  should  nave  been  reminded  of 
them  to-day.  But  if  the  situation  have  its  dis- 
advantages it  has  also  its  advantages.  I  was 
not  (said  Mr.  T.)  a  witness  of  the  previous  ab- 
errations from  order,  and,  therefore,  this  simple 
Suestion  is  before  me :  Was  the  gentleman  from 
lassachusetts  guilty  of  a  breach  of  order,  and  is 
lie,  therefore,  amenable  to  the  Senate?  And  1 
should  not  now  rise  but  that  the  course  of  debate 
particularly  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  appears  to  have  led  the  Senate  from 
tie  issue  in  fact  which  was  tendered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  himself.  The  justi- 
fication of  the  gentleman  is  still  almost  vibrating 
in  the  ears  of  the  Senate — it  has  gone  abroad— I 
have  seen  it  already  in  print.  He  did  not  justify 
the  perusal  on  the  ground  that  the  subject  had 
been  touched  upon  oy  other  gentlemen  of  the 
Senate,  but  because  it  was  a  great  question — a 
questioQ  of  war  or  peace;  and  he  took  the  ground. 
I  presume,  of  a  right  to  judge,  in  his  individual 
capacity,  of  the  propriety  of  divulging  or  not 
divulging  this  matter,  the  disclosure  of  which  is 
forbidden  by- the  rules  of  the  Senate.  That  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  the  issue  tendered  by  the  gen^ 
tleman  himself.  The  rule  having  been  read  to 
me,  and  the  gentleman  having  justified  bis  de- 
parture from  it  on  the  ground  of  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  decide 
whether  we 'shall  at  once,  by  suffering  the  trans- 
action to  pass  unnoticed,  do  away  all  that  confi- 
dence which  oneht  to  subsist  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  Government.  I  cannot  under 
these  circumstances  but  give  the  resolution  my 
decided  af&rmative. 

Mr.  PicKERiNO. — Mr.  President,  when  I  came 
to  the  Senate  this  morning.  I  did  not  know  that 
any  gentleman  would  speak  either  for  the  pur- 
pose of  postponing  a  decision  on  the  question 
sow  under  consideration,  or  of  explaining  it;  or 
take  any  ground  for  my  vindication.  All  that 
has  been  said  with  these  views  was  without  my 
previous  knowledge.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Dana)  has  taken  the  ground  on 
which  I  meant  to  rest  my  defence;  and  his  ob- 
servations may,  therefore,  be  thought  to  super- 
sede any  of  my  own.  But,  not  thinking  of  such 
support,  I  had  endeavored  to  recollect  what  pass- 
ed on  the  first  day  the  West .  Florida  bill  was 
under  discussion,  and  which  gave  occasion  to 
the  production  of  the  papers,  the  reading  of  which 
18  now  the  subject  ot  censure.  To  repeat  what 
I  recollect  may  not  be  useless. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  on  my  left,  (Mr. 
Bradley,)  on  taking  up  the  bill,  and  advocating 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  West  Florida 
(which  is  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  bill)  refer- 
red to  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  for 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana;  and  asserted  that  the 
French  Ministers  had  then  stated  to  those  of  the 
United  States,  (Messrs.  Livingston  and  Monroe,) 


and  induced  them  to  believe,  that  Louifiianft 
comprehended  West  Florida.    To  this  I  answer- 
ed, that  I  was  satisfied  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taaen;  that  I  had  some  recollection  of  those 
papers;  and  that  they  would  show  the  idea  df 
West  Florida  being  comprised  in  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  to  have  been  an  after-thought  of 
our  Ministers,  some  time  subsequent  to  thecon- 
clusipn  of  the  treaty.    I  also  repeated,  from  my 
recollection,  an  observation  of  our  Ministers  oa 
the  occasion — that,  if  West  Florida  was  compre- 
hended^ the  purchase  would  be  the  more  valua- 
ble.   I  said  alsa  that,  prior  to  the  purchase, 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida  were  considered  as 
distinct  territories;  and  for  the  proof  I  referred  t» 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  General  Arm- 
strong, in  consequence  oi  his  application  for  the 
favoraole  interposition  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  induce  Spain  to  cede  to  the  United 
States  both  the  Floridas ;  and  I  stated  that  the 
reasons  contained  in  that  letter  appeared  so  con- 
vincing, on  both  sides  of  the  Senate,  that  every 
mouth  was  shut,  as  to  our  title  to  West  Florida. 
In  this  manner  those  documents  were  origi- 
nally referred  to ;  and  although  they  had  been 
confidentially  communicated,  which  no  gentle- 
man who  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  180S 
and  1805  could  have  forgotten,  yet  this  plain  and 
public  reference  to  them  passed  without  objec- 
tion.    In  fact,  as  no  negotiation  was  pending,  as 
we  had  no  Minister  at  any  foreign  Court,  to  be 
affected  by  the  disclosure,  there  existed  no  reason 
for  concealment ;  and  I  could  not  consider  the 
papers  any  longer  under  the  seal  of  secrecy,  and 
that  to  have  recourse  to  them  to  ascertain  mate' 
rial  facts,  and  whether  the  memory  of  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Vermont  or  my  own  was  correet, 
would  be  a  "palpable"  departure  from  the  rules, 
I,  therefore,  openly  referred  to  them.    But,  sir, 
on  Monday  last,  when  the  bill  was  again  taken 
up,  and  before  I  read  the  papers  in  question,! 
gave  some  details^  to  show  how  the  negotiation 
relative  to  Louisiana  had  originated.    I  stated 
that  the  United  States  having  the  right  to  navi- 
gate the  Mississippi,  they,  in  1795,  acquired  the 
right  of  deposite  for  our  merchandise  and  eflfects 
at  New  Orleans,  by  our  treaty  with  Spain ;  that 
at  a  subsequent  period  (in  1801  or  1802)  this 
right  of  deposite  was  disputed,  and  the  naviga- 
tion obstructed.    I  remarked,  that  to  recover  our 
riffhts  different  projects  were  suggested;  on  one 
side  it  was  proposed  to  resort  to  arms;  on  the 
other,  to  take  a  pacific  course;  that  the  latter 
being  adopted,  our  Ministers  were  instructed  to 
negotiate  with  France  for  the  purchase  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  Floridas,  or  for  such  part  thereof 
as  could  be  obtained :  that  the  purchase  of  Louis- 
iana had  never  been  contemplated.    And  to  show 
the  error  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  on 
the  first  discussion,  I  turned  to  a  letter  from  oar 
Ministers,  dated  the  7th  of  June,  1803,  more  than 
five  weeks  after  the  treaty  had  been  concluded  f 
and  read  a  passage  to  prove  what  1  suggested  on 
the  first  day's  discussion^  that  the  idea  of  West 
Florida  being  comprised  in  the  cession  of  Louis- 
iana, originated  with  them,  and  not  with  the 
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liiiiwten  of  France.  1  nest  proceeded  to  read 
tlie  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  General  Arm- 
stroBff,  of  the  2l8t  of  December,  1804,  which  pro- 
duced the  powerful  effect  already  meotioDed, 
when  firat  read  in  the  Senate  six  years  ago. 
Having  proceeded  thoa  deliberately;  baring 

rirticnlarlv  described  each  paper  before  I  read  it, 
presumed  everir  geaUemaD  of  the  Senate  who 
bad  been  a  member  in  1803  aad  1805,  knew  dis- 
tioetljr  what  the  papers  were ;  and  perceiving  no 
objectioo,  I  could  ooly  suppose  that  the  Senate 
an^niesoed,  and  in  fact  were  desirous  of  hearing 
tl^m  read. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  by  more  than  one 
pntlemao,  that  two  resolutions  for  the  produc- 
tion of  all  the  papers,  of  which  I  read  a  small 
part,  had  been  offered  and  rejected.  It  is  very 
prue;  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  has,  I  Mieve.  correctly  stated  why  they 
were  rejected.  Not  tnat  the  Senate  were  deter- 
sained  to  shot  their  eyes  against  all  evidence,  but 
because  they  thought  our  title  to  West  Florida 
to  be  clear,  and  taey  would  not  spend  time  in 
iDTestigatiii^  it.  It  was  not  that  these  papers 
were  to  be  locked  up  forever ;  but  that  members 
were  so  well  satisfied  of  the  title,  they  wanted 
BO  further  information  concerning  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Ta.TLOB)  haa  stated  my  having  put  myself  on  the 
i»oe  of  (act,  and  taken  the  ground  of  justtfica- 
tioB*  It  is  very  true,  aad  that,  on  Monday,  when 
some  discussion  took  place,  I  offered,  at  the  mo- 
ment, what  appeared  to  me  a  substantial  reaaon 
why  the  documents  should  be  read.  1  have  now 
aiplained  the  arounds  on  which  I  proceeded,  and 
really  cannot  but  thiak  they  will  prove  a  suffi- 
cient justification. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  SMirn) 
sai^  on  Monday,  that  there  would  be  no  objec*. 
tion  to  the  publication  of  the  papers  which  I 
read ;  and  that,  if  leave  bad  been  asked  to  read 
them^  it  would  doubtless  have  been  granted.  Then, 
air.  no  harm  is  done.  What  is  the  reason  of  the 
inle  in  question  f  Its  object  is  to  prevent  the 
disdofiure  of  any  facts  which  the  puolic  intwest 
requires  to  be  kept  secret.  And  whatHsthe  real 
state  of  the  case  under  consideration  7  I  have 
publicly  read  to  the  Senate  some  papers  origi- 
nally communicated  confidentially,  on  a  subject 
eonceming  which  there  is  no  negotiation  de- 
pending in  relation  to  any  foreign  Power^  or  any 
Minister  abroad ;  and  in  which  there  is  nothing 
any  loufler  rejquiring  secrecy.  Surely,  then,  the 
reason  tor  this  role  of  confidence  has  ceased ;  it 
did  not  apply  to  these  papers.  No  State  secret 
was  disclosed,  or  meant  to  be  disclosed.  When 
a  proposition  was  made  to  publish  the  whole  of 
the  documents^  1  myself  remarked  that  there 
were  some  which  it  might  be  improper  to  pub- 
lish. What  does  this  prove?  Ceruinly  that  I 
;  not  disposed  to  divulge  what  required  confi- 
Be.  And,  m>  far  as  I  went«  I  really  conceived 
that  I  was  proceeding  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate. 

Aa  to  the  documents  whieh  I  read,  the  reason 
of  the  rule  is  at  an  end.    And,  with  gentlemen 


of  the  bar,  the  maxim  is  familiar,  that  when  the 
reason  of  the  law  ceases,  the  law  itself  ceases* 
If  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  rule,  it  is  of 
the  letter  only:  and  to  this  another  law  manofr 
applies-— he  who  sticks  in  the  UtUr,  sticks  in  the 
biark,  I  will  quote  one  more  maxim,  from  a 
higher  authority:  ^*The  letter  kiUeth,  but  the 
spirit  ffiveth  life." 

With  these  observations  I  will  dose.    They 
appear  to  mcL  and  I  did  trust  they  would  huTe 
appeared  to  the  Senate,  a  complete  vindication. 
Mr.  GHAM9LUI  said  he  could  iK)t  put  his  hand 
on  his  heart,  and  say  that  the  transaction  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  resolution  was  strictly 
correct.    But  circumstances  palliated  the  aot» 
There  certainly  had  been,  in  the  pevious  debate^ 
some  allusion  to  papers  not  published.    Being  a 
new  member^  of  course  he  knew  very  little  Mooi 
the  confidential  documents,  but  he  ceruinly  had 
heard  allusions  which  he  really  did  not  under- 
stand, having  reference  to  documento  of  which 
he  had  no  knowledge.    He  did  not  recollect  by 
what  gentleman  these  were  made.    What  had 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  done?    Had 
he  taken  the  Senate  br  surprise  1    No.    He  d»> 
chired  that  France  had  been  of  a  different  opinp 
ion  from  our  Administration  as  to  the  boundary; 
that  on  application  an  answer  had  bcf  n  given  to 
them  by  Talleyrand,  which,  when  read,  had 
closed  every  mouth  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
of  the  title  of  the  United  States.    Mr.  C.  said  h^ 
had  heard  no  objection  to  this  allasioa ;  nothing 
had  been  said  about  it.    If  it  had  been  the  inten*- 
tion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  have  pahned 
this  paper  on  the  public,  and  to  take  the  Senate 
by  surprise,  would  he  have  stated  what  he  did 
before  he  read  iti    He  did  it  in  the  most  deiib» 
erate  manner,  and  called  the  attention  of  every 
member  to  it.    Mr.  C.  said  he  was  very  glad  tho 
paper  waa  read,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would 
also  permit  it  to  be  published,  not  oolj  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  but  for  the  informal 
tion  of  the  people,  because  he  considered  this 
question  as  one  of  peace  or  war.    He  himself 
could  not  consent  to  vote  on  this  bill  till  he  waa 
better  informed ;  he  was^ignorant  of  many  peinte. 
From  the  open  manner  in  which  the  gentleman 
had  introduced  the  letter,  it  became  every  or  any 
one  who  had  a  knowledge  of  its  being  confident 
tial,  to  call  him  to  order.    If  I  am  called  upon 
to  express  my  opinion,  I  cannot,  in  conscience, 
say  the  gentleman  was  altogether  correct;  nei- 
ther was  it  correct  in  gentlemen  previously  to 
allude  to  those  papers.    I  think  the  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  decide  for  himself;  it  was  for  the 
Senate  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
disclose  them.    And  yet,  admitting  this  tact.  I 
cannot  consent  to  givjc  my  vote  that  the  gentlo> 
man  has  been  guuty  of  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  rule.    What,  sir,  shall  we.  for  this  oflfenec, 
declare  that  an  honorable  member  of  the  Senate, 
who  has  grown  grey  in  the  public  service,  wham 
I  venerate^  has  palpablv  offended  against  our 
rules  1    Mr.  C.  said  ne  thought  the  ffentleman^ 
conduct  had  not  been  justified  fully  by  himself; 
but  there  wece  strong  palliatiny  caenmsw 
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>A«  to  politics,  if,  OQ  this  oeeasion,  tbey  were 

•drawn  into  view,  he  agjreed  with  the  gentleman, 

-except  in  some  points  in  relation  to  Great  Brit- 

aiuj  in  which  he  did  not  agree  with  him.    But 

"diJOference  of  opinion  from  the  gentleman  would 

not  induce  him  to  giire  a  vote  to  stigmatize  him. 

'STo  pass  a  censure  on  a  man  ^rown  gref  in  the 

tpublic  service,  as  a  palpable  violator  of  the  rules 

m  the  Senate,  he  could  not  agree.    He  must 

Tote  against  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped  that, 

from  that  vote,  no  inference  would  be  drawn  that 

he  believed  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  to  have 

been  entirely  correct. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
on  his  mind,  that  if  the  gentleman  had  asked  the 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  read  those  papers,  it 
would  have  been  given.  The  gentleman,  bow- 
ever,  bad  said,  that  when  those  papers  were  read, 
in  1805,  they  had  shut  the  mouth  of  every  mem- 
ber as  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  For 
my  own  part,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  can  only  state 
that  the  reading  of  those  papers  had  not  the 
least  e£fect  whatever  on  my  opinion  as  to  the 
Utle  of  the  United  States.  I  did  then,  and  do 
BOW,  believe,  that  the  words  of  the  treaty,  by 
which  alone  we  and  they  are  bound,  did  give  us 
a  fieiijr  right  to  the  country  in  question.  Neither, 
air,  can  I  recollect  any  act  at  that  time  pending 
before  Congress,  which  could  have  shown  that 
the  mouth  of  every  member  was  shut  as  to  this 
question. 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  the  paper  in  question  had 
not)  at  the  time  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  he 
now  declared  it  might  not  have,  any  bearing  on 
the  title  of  the  United  States.  He  recollected 
that  this  letter  was  addressed  to  oor  Jdinister  at 
a  time  when  they  wished  to  extend  the  boundary 
of  East  Florida'as  far  west  as  they  could,  in  or- 
der to  induce  the  United  Slates  to  give  a  greater 
price  for  it  than  they  would  otherwise  have  done. 

Mr.  Crawtord  said,  he  regretted  extremely 
the  occasion  which  had  given  rise  to  this  discus- 
sion. It  was,  at  all  times,  unpleasant  to  come 
into  a  state  of  collision  with  those  with  whom 
we  are  called  upon  to  act,  and,  particularly  so, 
when  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  charged  a 
member  not  only  with  having  violated  a  rule, 
but  with  having  palpably  violated  it.  The  reso- 
lution assumed  a  fact,  not  denied,  that  certain 
confidential  papers  were  publicly  read  without  a 
removal  of  the  injunction  of  secrecy.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  was  not  in  his  place  when  this  unpleas- 
ant transaction  took  place,  nor  had  he  a  distinct 
recollection  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont.  He  recollected,  to  be  sure, 
some  metaphysical  ideas  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man, to  which  he  did  not  assent.  If  the  gentle- 
man made  any  allusion  to  those  papers,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  could  not  have  detected  it.  as  he  had 
never  before  heard  them;  nor,  prooably,  were^ 
there  half  a  dozen  of  the  present  members  of  the 
Senate  who  had  heard  them.  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
could  not,  unless  he  were  constrained,  from  the 
nature  of  the  act  itself,  charge  on  the  records  anv 
member  with  having  deliberately  violated  such 
a  wl«  at  this.    He  must  believe  the  gentlpjnan 


did  the  act  without  refiection.  Believing  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not  well  ex- 
amined the  matter,  and  did  not  intend  wilftiUy 
to  violate  the  rule,  he  moved  to  erase  from  the 
resolution  the  word  **  palpable."  Every  one  must 
agree  that  the  gentleman's  conduct  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rule. 

Mr*  Clay  acceded  to  the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  nem,  di^. 

Mr.  Lloto  said  he  had  considered  the  word 
"  palpable"  as  meaning  ao  intentional  violation 
of  the  rule.  As  it  was  admitted  now  that  the 
disclosure  had  been  attended  with  no  injury;  as- 
the  gentleman  had  name^the  paper  he  was  about 
to  read,  and  no  one  had  objected  to  the  reading 
it ;  and  as  the  resolution  would  go  to  imply  a 
censure  on  the  older  members  of  the  Senate,  as 
they  must  have  been  forgetful  of  one  of  the  most 
important  national  transactions,  or  have  been 
willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  honest  zeal  of 
a  man  who  had  spent  his  life  in  the  public  ser- 
vice to  entrap  hid!,  and  put  a  censure  on  the 
journals  of  the  Senate  which  should  blast  bis 
character  abroad.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  insert 
before  the  word  ^violation"  the  word  ^uninten- 
tional." 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  surprise  at  this  motion. 
If  it  were  persisted  in,  he  should  feel  himself 
bound  to  move  to  strike  out  of  the  word  the  syK 
able  un.  If  he  was  compelled  to  vote  at  all  upon 
the  subject,  he  would  say  that  the  gentleman^ 
conduct  had  been  intentional.  But  when  ail 
were  willing  to  soften  the  censure ;  when  a  gen- 
tleman on  the  same  side  had  admitted  that  the 
gentleman's  conduct  was  inexeusable.  and  the 
gentleman  himself  did  not  say  that  his  act  was 
unintentional,  would  it  not  be  improper  in  the 
House  to  say  that  it  Was  ?  If  the  thing  be  per* 
.sisted  in,  if  the  gentleman  urges  us  to  decide  a 
fact  to  which  I  vrAs  willing  to  have  given  the  g^ 
by,  I  must  feel  myself  bound  to  pronounce  it  aa 
intentiotkai  violation. 

Mr.  Anderson  said  he  had  been  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  erase  the  word  palpable;  but,  if  this  mo* 
tion  were  persisted  in,  he  must  call  for  the  yeas 
and  yeas  on  it;  and  the  gentleman  would  find 
the  effect  of  the  motion  very  different  from  what 
he  intended. 

Mr.  Franklin  repelled,  as  unfounded  in  fact, 
the  insinuation  of  a  design  in  the  old  Senators  to 
entrap  the  gentleman  from  Massacusctts. 

Mr.  Lloyo  withdrew  his  motion,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wishes  of  his  friends  near  him.  It 
was  possible,  be  said,  that,  with  his  very  bad 
memory,  he  might  forget  transactions  of  a  week 
past.  But  he  would  not  take  back  the  declara- 
tion, either  that  gentlemen  had  forgotten  the  doc* 
uments  or  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  not 
stopping  the  gentleman  from  giving  them  to  the 
world.  The  proposition  before  the  Senate  was 
not  a  naked  one,  but  stated  two  facts;  one,  that 
the  rule  was  violated,  and  the  other  that  it  had 
been  ao  violated  as  to  deserve  one  of  the  most 
serious  censures.  Unless  gentlemen  could  make 
up  their  minds  to  say  that  it  was  an  intentional 
violation,  they  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution. 
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Que$tum  of  Order. 
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Mr.  Gk>oiMiioH  iftH],  tlMt  tbe  ffreoDds  on  which 
geotleaieQ  topported  the  resouitioD  were  as  he 
apprehended  too  limited  and  partial ;  they  seemed 
tosappoae  that  our  atteDtioin  oaght  to  be<iODfiDed 
solely  to  the  qaestioo,  whether  or  Dot  the  traas- 
action  alluded  to  was  an  infraction  of  the  Sen- 
ate's role.  To  gi? e  the  subject  the  liberal  and 
just  view  it  merits,  other  and  important  consider- 
ations most  be  noticed.  We  must  consider  the 
nature'and  character  of  the  transaction,  its  ef- 
fects in  relation  to  the  Senate,  and  the  public  in- 
terests, and  what  is  proper  for  us  to  do.  On  a  cand  id 
examination  of  these  questions,  I  am  persuaded 
that  it  will  be  found  that  neither  a  respect  for  the 
order  or  honor  of  the  Senate,  nor  any  of  the  pub- 
lic interests,  require  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
It  is  not  denied,  it  is  admitted,  that  the  transac- 
tion was  an  infraction  of  the  letter  of  the  rule. 
Does  it  thence  conclusively  follow  that  the  reso- 
lution is  necessary  or  proper  1  The  occurrence 
is  D9t  uncommon  for  gentlemen  in  the  zeal  and 
ardor  of  discussion  to  trespass  on  the  rules  of  or- 
der prescribed  for  their  conduct.  And  it  may  be 
asked,  whether  this  be  the  only  instance  in  which 
docaments  of  a  confidential  nature  have  been  ad- 
verted to  and  commented  on  in  public  debate  ? 
On  ordinary  occasions,  Mr.  President,  under  your 
superintendence^  order  is  preserved,  without  k>eing 
over  nice  and  critical  on  questions  of  this  sort. 

And  this,  sir,  may  be  one  reason,  why  the  Sen- 
ate is  distinguished,  as  it  eminently  is,  for  the  de- 
corum of  their  proceedings.  Admitting  what,  it 
is  believed,  no  one  is  disposed  to  question,  that 
there  has  been  an  infraction  of  the  rule  literally 
considered  J  are  we,  I  ask,  bound,  as  gentlemen  in- 
sist, to  notice  it,  and  in  this  novel  and  unprece- 
dented manner,  by  recording  it  in  our  journals? 
It  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  gentlemen  that 
a  proposiiioo  may  be  true — but,  being  a  mere  ab- 
stract proposition,  lends  to  no  practical  use  ^  it 
may  neither  do  good  or  harm.  This  resolution 
however  is  not  altogether  of  that  cast;  it  is  not  a 
mere  abstract  proposition  in  itself  innocent  and 
harmless ;  in  many  respects  it  is  extremely  excep- 
tionable. It  does  not,  as  it  ought,  fully  state  the 
case.  Those  prominent  circumstknces  which 
foBoibiy  mark  the  qualitj,  and  go  to  decide  the 
eharacter  of  the  transaction,  are  left  out.  They . 
pttssed  before  us :  we  were  witnesses  of  them,  and 
since,  in  our  present  discussion,  they  have  been 
brought  fresh  to  our  recollection  by  a  minute  aad 
faithful  recital  of  them.  Can  gentlemen  say 
those  circumstances  are  not  essential  to  the  form- 
ing a  true  and  correct  estimate  of  the  transaction  1 
And  if  so,  how  can  we  justify  a  vote  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  when  there  is  left  out  of  it  facts 
important  to  the  true  and  correct  state  of  the 
whole  case?  The  resolution  implies  censure.  It 
is  not  merited.  Taking  everything  into  conside- 
ration, no  one  can  suppose  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman whose  conduct  is  impeached  was  actuated 
by  improper  views.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
any  idea  of  violating  the  confidence  ep joined  by 
the  Senate's  rule ;  wnat  may  be  said  is,  that  there 
bas  been  a  want  of  that  circumspectful  attention 
to  its  injunctions  that  their  peremptory  nature  re* 


quired.  He  hasoffmded  in  the  ieUer.  If  be  had 
other  than  honest  and  fair  views,  why  did  he  read 
the  documents  in  the  open  and  public  manner  he 
had  done,  first  naming  each  of  them  and  com- 
menting on  their  contents  as  he  proceeded?  And 
are  not  the  previous  circumsiances  so  often  men- 
tioned, naturally  leading  (to  the  proceeding,  and 
thcsilence  of  the  Senate  on  the  occurrence  while 
passing  before  us  to  be  taken  into  account  ?  The 
honorable  gentieman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Graw- 
FORo)  with  a  candor  which  marks  his  conduct, 
says  that  he  does,  not  believe  that  there  was  a 
criminal  intent  to  violate  the  rule.  If  I  under- 
stood him  he  placed  it  on  the  grounds  I  am  dis- 
posed to  consider  it ;  as  proceeding  from  want  of 
circumspection,  indiscretion,  and  not  from  inien* 
tion.  Believing  this,  sir,  I  cannot  consent  to  place 
on  the  records  a  resolution  which  goes  unques- 
tionably in  its  nature  to  censure  the  conduct  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  without  any  of  the 
accompanying  circumstances  which  mark  the 
character  of  the  whole  transaction.  While  we 
seek  to  maintain  inviolate  the  order  and  dignity 
of  the  body  of  which  we  are  members,  we  ought 
not  to  overlook  i  thofte  considerations  of  respect 
and  justice  which  are  due  to  every  individual 
member. 

In  respect  40  our  proceedings  on  this  resolution, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Senate,  and  what  best 
comports  with  our  own  honor,  permit  me  to  ask 
of  gentlemen,  whether  we  are  not  attaching  to 
the  act  an  imporuince  in  the  public  view  greater 
than  it  reallv  merits. 

This  resolution  will  give  to  the  occurrence  a 
consequence,  which  it  could  acquire  only  bv  our 
own  act,  and,  instead  of  protecting,  we  shall  sac-r 
rifiee  our  honor.  Will  not  our  proceedings  par- 
take of  an  oppressive  severity,  rather  than  of  the 
liberality,  candor  and  justice,  the  case  under  all 
its  circumstances  demands?  No  public  interest 
has  been  prejudiced,  at  home  or  abroad.  Nothing 
has  been  revealed  which  it  was  necessary  or  im- 
portant longer  to  keep  secret. 

There  is  due  from  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
to  all  the  members,  that  candor  and  liberality 
which  may  give  to  our  proceedings  such  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  consistency,  as,  however  we  may 
differ  on  great  questions,  will  leave  us  to  discuss 
subjects  here,  w^ith  that  attention  and  deliberation 
which  serves  the  ^reat  interests  of  the  country. 
But  if,  on  unintentional  violations  of  the  rules  of 
the  House,  and  in  their  letter  only,  we  bring  for- 
ward and  record  on  our  journals  particular  prop- 
ositions jointing  to  the  fact  itself,  and  conveying 
censure,  instead  of  promoting  we  shall  derogate 
from  the  order  and  harmony  of  our  proceedings, 
and  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  Senate. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  whatever  infraction  of 
the  rule  has  taken  place  has  been  merely  in  the 
letter,  proceeding  not  from  intention  but  from 
want  of  circumspection  and  discretion,  that  no 
public  interest  has  been  prejudiced  by  the  trans- 
action, and  none  will  be  promoted  by  the  reso- 
lution, I  cannot  give  to  it  my  assent. 

Mr.  PiGKBRiNO.— Mr.  President,  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  liberal  sentimenu  expressed  to- 
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ward^  me  by  my  friend  at  my  rif^ht  haivd,  (Mr 
OooDHioH,)  bat  I  do  not  feel  wilhng^  to  consider 
tbe  act  which  is  the  snbjeet  of  Che  retolatioD  as 
an  iodiscretioD.  I  know,  sir,  my  own  frailty; 
and  am  far  from  intlntatinj^  that  I  am  above  the 
commtssioD  of  an  iikUseretioB :  but  1  do  feel  that 
I  have  committed  oooe  in  the  present  case. 

There  are  two  ways,  sir,  in  which  the  assent  of 
an  indif  idnal  or  of  a  body  of  men  may  be  ^iren ; 
by  words — or  by  their  silence.  I  have  stated  the 
object  of  my  reading  the  papers  ad? erted  to,  and 
the  circumstances  which  accompanied  the  same; 
and  not  doubting  that  the  fl[entlemen  who,  with 
me)  were  members  of  the  Senate  at  the  times 
when  those  papers  were  laid  before  us,  know  that 
they  were  conndentially  communicated,  and  yet 
made  no  objection  to  the  reading  of  them-^I  nat- 
urally inferred  that  the  Senate  assented  to  the 
act :  Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  view  it 
as  an  indiscretion. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  as  amended,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "palpable,"  was  then  de- 
cided m  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  7,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YkAS-^Mesnrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clsy, 
Gondit,  Crawford,  Cutis,  Franklin,  Gaillara,  German, 
Gilman,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Read,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Ma]7kAd,8mithof  New  Totk,  Tait,  Taylor,  WMtestde. 

Navs— Mesns.  Bradley,  Champhn,  Dana,  Goodrich, 
florsey,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 


TnuRSDAT,  January  3. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  surveying  and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  biil^  entitled  "An act  makrng an. addition- 
al appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
distressed  American  seamen  during  the  year 
1810,'^  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  appro- 
priation "seventy-six  thousand  dollars." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal  Company  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Pope,  Anderson,  and  Bradley, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sale  of  tne  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Campbell,  Crawford.  Greoo,  Brad- 
let,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  suspend  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating  foreign 


coins,  and  for  other  purposes,^  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate^  The^  have  also  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  .the  removal  of  the 
Land  Office  established  at  Nashville,  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  t>f  Ohio, 
and  to  authorize  the  register  and  receiver* of  pab- 
lic  moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales  of  land 
in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;"  in  which  bill 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
iives  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regula- 
ting foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 
read 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed,  and  the  amend- 
ments ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  sielect  committee;  and,  having  agreed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended  accordingly.  On  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  *An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the 
appointment  of  commissioners,  the  exterior  line 
of  the  public  land  at  West  Point  with  the  adjoin- 
ing promietor ;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitd, 
of  r^ew  York,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  New  York,  Bradley,  and  Dana,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.  Whole,  the  bill  declaring^  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to,  and  to 
have  full  force  and  efi*ect  to,  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  on,  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  opened ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  postpon- 
ed until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  4. 
Mr.  Campbell  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  autborize  the  aurveyiog  and  ma. 
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king  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  con- 
templated in  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michi^o ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  the  additional  Assistant  Post- 
master General,''  correctly  engrossed;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Res<dved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  sale  of  public  arms  to 
indiWdual  Sutes,  as  authorised  by  the  act  of  the 
second  of  April,  1808,  entitled  ^Aa  act  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  public  arms ;"  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Bio- 
len,  W.  John  Duane,  and  R.  C.  Weightman,  sub- 
mitting a  proposal  for  printing  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  upon  conditions  therein  stated; 
imd  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Lew.  Goodrich,  and  Hlorsby,  were 
l^pointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Rnokeit  Tliai  a  oommittee  of  thrse  membsrs  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Repreee&taAivee,  to  be  appointed  hy  the  aaid 
House,  shall  hare  the  application  ef  the  money  appro* 
prisled  by  the  **Act  making  a  further  »propnation  for 
mpportof  a  librtry,"  peseed  theSlst  of  Febniary,  1806 ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  give  information  thereof  to  the 
House  of  Representatifes. 

Ttie  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en* 
licled  'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  a^inst  the  Bar- 
bery Powers,"  was  read  the  third^  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  office  established  at  Nashville,  in  th^ 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton^  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  register,  and  recei- 
Ter  of  public  moneys  to  superintend  the  public 
sales  of  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river," 
was  read  the  second  time* 

The  bill  for  the  benefi.t  of  seamen  pf  the  United 
States  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion, 
by  Mi,  Lix>td,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  oy  Mr.  Horset, 

Bemdved,  That  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Horsey,  Franklin, 
and  CoNDiT^  be  the  committee. 

Monday,  January  7. 

James  A.  Bayard,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Presidrnt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  ^f  War  on  the  expenditures  of  the 


moneys  appropriated  for  the  continffeat  expeasat 
of  the  Military  Establisbmciit  for  the  year  ISIOL 
IB  conformity  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
third  March,  1809,  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Treasury,  Wai^ 
and  Navy  Departments  i  which  was  read  for  cob* 
sideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  4th 
instant,  on  the  subject;  and 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  member! 
of  the  Senate  be  appointed,  who,  with  three 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  said  House,  shall  have  the  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  the  '*Act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
a  library,"  passed  the  21st  of  February,  1806; 
and  that  the  Secretary  give  information  thereof 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Smith  of  Mary* 
land,  and  Conoit,  be  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  aiuhorize  the  surveying  and  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contem* 
plated  by  the  treaty  of  Br6wnstown,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  wka  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Brao- 
LEY,  and  Qregq,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Mills,  a  debtor  in  confinement  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States  in  the  jail  at  Haddam^  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  praying  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress on  his  behalf,  lor  reasons  therein  mentioned  $ 
and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  PotomaCi 
and  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington ;  also,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bed to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  were 
severally  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  to  superintend 
the  sales  of  public  land  in  the  district  East  of  Pearl 
river ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  bill 
was  Ee£erred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  1  thereon;  and  Messrs.  CampbslL| 
Franklin,  and  Bayaro,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  additional  Assistant 
Postmaster  General." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
GeneraL" 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

(amendments  of  the  House  of  Representative^  to 
the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au^&d  the  second 
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BCetioD  of  the  not,  entitled  'An  act  regohtiog  for- 
tign  eoiM,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Lloyd,  they  were  referred  toaseleet 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  Bradley,  and  Smith  of  Marf- 
laiid,  were  appointed  the  committee^ 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  commuDicatei  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation 
of  that  establishment  during  the  last  year. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jakuabt  7,  1811.  , 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports 
of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr*  Lbib,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 


Tuesday,  January  8. 

Thomas  Worthinqton,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  place 
of  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  whicli  were  read ;  and  the  oath 

Erescribed  bylaw  having  been  administered  to 
im,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and 
grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Greoo  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Wayne,  son  and  executor  of  the  late  Major  Gen- 
eral Anthony  Wayne,  praying  remission  of  certain 
sums  found  against  the  estate  of  his  father  on  set- 
tlement of  his  account  with  the  Treasury  officers, 
for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Grego,  Pickering,  and  Rbbo,  were 
apppiofed  the  committee. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  signed 
Adam  Seybert,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  books  in  the  li- 
brary belonging  to  Congress^  stating  that  they 
are  in  ffreat  danger  of  being  ruined  in  consequence 
of  leaks  in  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  asking 
permission  to  place  them  for  a  time  in  one  of  the 
committee  rooms  belonging  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  complv  with  the 
lequest  contained  therein,  and  assign  their  largest 
committee  room  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
Appointed  on  the  9ih  December,  gn  the  subject, 
v«ported  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 


corps  of  engineers ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petitiob  of  Nathaniel 
F.  Fosdick,  late  collector  of  the  district  of  Port- 
land and  Falmouth,  now  in  confinement,  at  the 
suit  of  the  United  States,  in  Portland,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  on  his  behalf,  for  the  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Brad- 
ley, and  CuTTS,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  TH£  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Smith  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank 
oi  New  York,  prayinsr  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  pi  the  United  States,  for  reasooi 
therein  stated  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  18th 
December,  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  same  subject.  The  memorial  is 
as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States^  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 

Directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  York,  respeetfa^ 

showeth  .* 

That,  viewing  with  solidtade  the  qneetion  now  he- 
tote  joxa  honorable  Houses,  fbr  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  they  M  it 
their  duty  to  express,  with  all  snbmiesion,  their  ssnti' 
ments  upon  the  subject. 

They  will  not  presume  to  enter  into  any  general  dii* 
cussion  of  the  utility  of  banking  institntionsi  but  will 
confine  their  obsenratioiis  to  those  points,  which  their 
situation,  as  directors  of  a  bank*  gives  them,  perhaps 
peculiar  advantages  in  judging  of. 

They  view  the  institution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  highly  useful  to  the  State  banks.  From  the 
extent  of  its  capital,  its  numerous  branches,  and,  above 
all,  from  the  protection  of  the  Government,  it  is  enabled 
to  facilitate  remittances  to  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  equalize  the  balance  of  specie  capital  among 
the  different  cities,  and,  in  cases  of  any  sudden  pres- 
sure upon  the  merchants,  to  step  forward  to  their  aid, 
in  a  degree  which  the  State  banks  are  unable  to  do. 
It  is  also  able  to  assist  any  State  institution,  whiehf 
from  peculiar  circumstances,  may  require  it. 

The  Bank  of  New  York  having  been  establiAed 
prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  directors  have  witnessed,  horn  the  ^etf 
commencement  of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city,  the 
influence  of  such  an  institution,  as  weU  as  the  condo^ 
of  those  to  whose  management  it  has  been  intrusted 
during  that  whole  period,  and  your  memorialists  de- 
clare, with  confidence,  that,  in  their  opinion,  that  {>ower 
has  been  uniformly  exerted  with  prudence,  ^  ^^  **! 
spected  the  public ;  with  great  liberality  as  it  respected 
other  institutions. 

At  any  period,  great  inconveniences  must  result  from 
the  sudden  withdrawing  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
active  capital  of  a  commercial  country ;  but,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  such  an  event  would  be 
attended  with  peculiar  distress,  at  the  present  timet 
when,  from  the  aggressions  of  foreign  Qovernments, 
such  immense  sums  have  been  sequestered,  snd,m 
various  ways,  detained  in  Europe,  and  when  the  nee* 
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ditnts,  from  the  embarrtamenU  of  oommeroe  in  almost 
e?ery  quarter,  are  depriTed  of  thoir  usual  resourcee. 
It  ii  well  known  that  there  nerer  has  been  a  greater 
demand  for  money  in  the  commercial  cities  than  at  the 
nrescnt  time,  although  it  appears  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  not  yet  commenced  that  reduction 
of  its  loans,  wbidi  must  take  place,  in  the  case  of  the 
charter  not  being  renewed.  The  demands  already 
made  npon  the  State  banks  have  pressed  them  to  tbeir 
utmost  nlnits,  and,  from  these  causes,  tbey  will  be  ut^ 
teriy  unable  to  supply,  in  any  considerable  degree,  that 
aid  iR^ch  has  hidierto  been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  consequences  must  be,  Terr 
greet  and  indiTidual  distress,  and  heavy  losses,  as  weU 
to  the  rerenue  as  to  all  the  moneyed  institutions.  The 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  will  render  sudi  reductions  unnecessaiy,  and 
by  relicTing  the  apprehensions  now  excited  through 
almost  every  class  of  the  community,  restore  that  con- 
idence  so  essential  to  the  system  of  public  credit,  under 
which  the  United  States  hsTO  so  much  prosperc^d. 

Tour  memorialists,  therefore,  cannot  but  hope  and 
eolidt  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  renewed. 

M.  CLARK80N,  Pr««&n/. 

Attest :  Charus  Wilkxs,  Cashier, 

On  mottoo,  by  Mr.  Clay,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
eiosed. 


WEDNESDAY;  January  9. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Rollins,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  tbe  interposition  of  Congress  on  his  be- 
hmli  Id  relation  to  debentures  on  a  parcel  of  coffee 
by  him  exported,  on  board  the  ship  Rebecca  Cof- 
fiA,  to  Qottenbarg,  withheld  by  the  collector  of 
the  poet  of  Boston,  owing  to  informalities  arising 
from  causes  beyond  his  control,  as  is  stated  in  the 
pedtioa;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  24th  of 
December,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Qeorge  Armroyd  and  Co.,*'  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon.    * 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretarjr  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures 
and  application  of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  from  the  1st  of  October,  J  809,  to  the 
90th  of  September,  1810,  inclusive,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  first  section  of  the  act  passed  the  3d 
of  March,  1809,  entitled,  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
rc;galatioa  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Na?y  De- 
partments ;"  and  the  report  was  read  for  consider- 
atioa. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  the  galleries  were 
dearedi  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
dosed. 

Tborsday,  January  10. 

The  bin  making  further  provision  for  the  corps 
of  engineers  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed ;  and  after  the  consideration  of  the  Exec- 
Dtiveand  confidential  business,  the  doors  of  the 
Seaate  Chamber  were  opened* 


Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  signed,  in  their 
behalf^  M.  Clarkson,  chairman,  and  praying  an 
extension  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  me* 
morial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  18th  of  December  to  consider 
the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Banx  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash 
ington ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WAYNE. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Isaac  Wayne,  son  and  exe- 
cutor of  the  late  Major  Greneral  Anthony  Wayne^ 
made  report ;  which  was  read ;  and  the  report,  to* 
gether  with  the  petition,  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate.  The  Committee  report  at 
as  follows : 

That  they  have  considered  the  said  memorial,  in 
which  are  stated  the  several  items,  charged  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts  against  the  deceased,  and  from  which  the 
memorialist  prays  the  estate  of  the  deceased  may  be 
reliaved ;  and  several  other  items  for  which  he  con- 
ceives the  deceased  entitled  to  credit.  That  the 
grounds  on  which  this  relief  and  allowance  are  prayed 
for,  being  distinctly  stated  in  the  memorial,  the  com* 
mittee  desire  it  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  their 
report ;  adding  only  that  they  have  examined  volum- 
inous documents  produced  by  the  memorialist,  which 
confirm  those  statements.  The  committee  being, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  the 
Relief  and  allowance  prayed  for,  Uiey  further  beg  leave 
to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

WjLSHiiraTOir,  January  7,  1811. 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate,  and  the  honarabie  the 
House  of  RenresentaHoes  of  the  United  States  tf 
America  in  Uongress  assembled,  humbly  sho^  .*      ' 
Isaac  Wayne,  son  and  executor  of  the  late  Major 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  that  his  father,  after  a  life 
distinguished  by  services  rendered  to  the  United  States, 
died  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1796,  at  Fort  Erie ; 
that  his  letter-books  and  original  entries,  and  most  of 
his  private  papets,  were,  owing  to  the  place  and  eircom* 
stances  in  which  he  died,  wholly  lost  to  his  fiuniiy, 
though  every  exertion  has  been  made  by  his  executor 
to  recover  them. 

That  soon  after  his  death,  your  petitioner  person- 
ally, ana  snbaequently  by  letter,  applied  at  the  De- 
partanentof  War  for  a  statement  of  his  aceoonts;  but, 
owing  to  the  obscurity  and  uncertainty  in  whidi  they 
were  enveloped  by  the  place  and  circaunstanoes  of 
Us  Other's  death,  he  was  never  able  to  obtain  such  a 
statement;  and  in  the  daily  hope  that  time  would  pal 
into  his  possession  satis&ctory  vouchers,  to  enable  him 
to  substantiate  his  claim  for  that  balance,  which,  he 
had  reason  to  believe,  was  due  to  him  from  the  United 
States,  he  postponed  an  ultimate  settlement.  But  In 
that  hope  ne  has  been  disappointed ;  and  the  Comp- 
tioller  of  the  Treasury,  having  called  upon  him, 
through  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  payment  of  an  apparent  balance,  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  he  is  necessiUted,  for  the  allowaace  of 
claims  lesaMag  from  evideace  if  the  poseeslen  et 
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your  petitioiiery  (for  whioh,  however,  the  TOQchem  re- 
quired by  law,  or  official  rules,  are  inauAdent,)  to  re^ 
sort  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States ;  in  the  extension  of  which,  towards 
him,  he  relies  with  Ml  confidence,  after  the  particulars 
on  which  his  claim  is  founded  haTS  been  distinctly 
iqiread  before  them. 

Thii  your  petitioner  solicits  liberty  to  do,  in  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  not  only  out  of  regud  to  the  interest 
of  the  heirs  of  General  Wayne,  who  have  a  deep  stake 
in  the  result,  but  also  from  respect  to  an  officer  not 
mere  didUnguished  for  his  courage  and  capacity  in  the 
field  than  for  hb  delicacy  and  precision  for  all  the  pe- 
cuniary concerns  of  his  department. 

The  difficulties  attending  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts arise  from  three  items,  charged  by  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  erroneously,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
petitioner,  and  by  Uie  refusal  to  allow  certafai  claims 
tor  compensation  and  advances,  just  and  necessary  in 
Aeir  nature,  though  not  supported  by  legal  vouchers ; 
the  want  of  which  results  fit>ra  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice, or  ihe  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Gen- 
ml  Wayne. 

The  first  item,  to  which  your  petitioner  objects,  is  a 
charge  of  $629  11.  This  charge  is  founded  on  an 
order,  drawn  by  General  Wayne,  in  fivor  of  Captain 
Zebulon  Pike,  a  'sub-legionary  major  pro  temporej 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Department  of 
War,  cannot  be  allowed,  there  having  been  a  sub- 
legionary  major  then  existing.  But  your  petitioner, 
to  repel  this  charge,  has  this  evidence :  that  Captain 
Isaac  Guion,  the  regular  sub-legionary  major,  was  ta- 
ken out  of  actual  service  by  civil  and  military  process ; 
that  the  commander  had  an  authority  to  supply  the 
vacancy  thus  created;  and  that  sudi  appointment 
pro  tempore  took  place,  and  was  necessary,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  made  in  the  month  of  May,  1794,  when  the 
army  was  about  to  march  into  the  Indian  country  upon 
the  great  service  of  that  year. 

The  second  item  of  charge,  to  which  your  petitioner 
objects,  amounto  to  $206  04,  and  is  founded  on  an 
order  in  favor  of  Major  Thomas  Hughes.  This  charge 
has  been  debited  ta  Creneral  Wayne,  because  it  was 
for  pay  and  emolumento  allowed  to  Hughes  after  resig- 
nation, to  which  time  only,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  office,  he  was  entitled  to  them.  To  this  your 
petitioner  is  enabled  to  reply,  that  when  Major  Hughes 
Msigned,  he  was  in  the  Indian  country,  and  that  the 
aUowanoe  for  pay  and  emoUimeata  after  that  period 
was  for  the  time  necessary  to  enable  him  to  reach  the 
residence  of  his  family ;  and  that  this  allowance  had 
always  been  made  in  like  cases  by  the  predecessors 
of  General  W^me. 

The  third  ttem  is  for  meal,  flour,  liquor,  and  small 
ptfts  of  rations,  drawn  from  the  commissary  general 
at  Greenville,  Miama,  and  Detwit,  in  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  November,  1796,  amounting  to  $1,781  45. 
Concerning  itim  charge,  your  petitioner  has  only  to 
observe  that  General  Wayne  was,  during  those  months, 
at  those  posta,  surrounded  by  crowds  of  starving  and 
necessitous  Indians,  which  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  duty,  not  to  allow  to  suffier 
while  in  their  garrisons.  From  the  time,  manner,  and 
place  of  General  Wayne's  death;  from  the  known 
fact  that  he  never  drew,  at  any  time  during  his  com- 
mand, public  rations  for  his  private  table ;  from  the 
long  period  which  has  elapsed  without  any  fonlt  of  his 
fopieeentatives ;  and  from  ^e  other  circumstances  in 
his  fliee^  yoor  pirtitkner  eonfiiontly  rtliM  thai  the  te- 


counting  officers  will  be  directed  to  credit  General 
Wayne's  estate  for  the  full  amount  of  this  item. 

The  first  claim  for  allowance  made  by  your  peti- 
tioner, as  representative  of  General  Wayne,  and  which 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  do  not  deem  themselves 
authorized  to  pass  to  his  credit,  is  a  charge  for  compen- 
sation, as  sole  commissioner,  appointed  for  negotiating 
a  trea^  with  the  western  Indians.  It  appears  by  an 
account  current,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  DepartmeDtof 
War,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1796,  that  General  Wayne 
charged  the  United  States  with  five  hundred  andl 
thirty-four  days'  services,  in  that  negotiation,  at  eight 
dollars  the  day,  being  the  statute  allowance ;  and  that, 
by  a  certificate  annexed,  he  declared  upon  honor,  in 
these  words,  **  that  the  sum  mentioned  for  my  actual 
service  as  sole  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indian 
tribes  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  (and  which  I  believe  are 
made  agreeably  to  the  uniform  usage  and  practice, 
and  supported  by  precedent  upon  similar  occasions,) 
would  not  compensate  me  for  the  extra  labor  and  ex- 
penses necessarily  attending  that  arduous  and  inter- 
esting business."  The  objection  made  against  this 
allowance  is  founded  on  an  opinion  ^ven,  as  is  sop- 
posed,  by  one  of  the  Attorn^  Generals  of  the  United 
States  objecting  to  the  allowance,  because  Genenl 
Wayne  had  not  **  stated  each  day  actually  employed 
in  pacific  negotiation."  To  which  the  petitioner  bai 
only  to  reply  that  such  a  detailed  statement  was  mani- 
festly impossible.  That  General  Wayne,  during  all 
that  time,  was  employed  in  both  the  offices  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief, and  of  commissioner ;  that  he  has  it 
in  his  power  to  show  that,  firom  the  day  of  his  receit- 
ing  his  commission,  to  the  day  of  his  completing  the 
treaty,  he  was  enagaged  in  successive  acta  of  negotia^ 
tion ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  expeded,  in  such  a 
service,  that  he  should  make  a  daily  entry,  when  he 
made  use  of  the  sword|  and  when  he  presented  the 
olive  branch. 

Your  petitioner  has  also  further  to  state,  that  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  immediately  after  filing  the  above  aooiiwit 
and  making  the  above  certificate,  was  ordered  upon 
services  of  a  secret  and  critical  nature^  and  that  be 
never  afterwards  returned  to  his  family,  dying  in  Uie 
western  wilderness,  as.  has  been  stated*  AU  which 
circumstances  being  taken  into  your  wise  and  just  con- 
sideration, willf  your  petitioner  confidently  hopes,  in- 
duce your  honorable  body  to  authorize  the  proper  ao- 
counong  officer  to  pass  that  sum  also  to  the  credit  of 
General  Wayne. 

Another  claim,  resulting  from  the  evidence  in  Uie 
possession  of  your  petitioner,  but  which  is  legally  in- 
sufficient to  justify  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  al- 
lowing it,  is  for  the  amount  of  $1,500.  The  evidence 
on  which  this  rests  is  a  certificate  of  General  Wayne» 
made  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1796,  the  day  on  which 
he  left  his  family  for  the  last  time.  It  being  precaa- 
tionary  in  ita  nature,  and  for  extra  expenses  on  ae- 
oooBt  of  ^e  Indians,  at  the  treaty,  while  eag<ged^as 
commissioner,  vour  petitioner  has  no  other  ^ooehar 
than  that  certificate,  the  known  drcumstanoes  of  that 
negotiation,  and  the  express  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  contemplating  such  an  expenditure. 

The  last  claim  is  for  an  allowance  on  account  <» 
moneys  expended  on  the  service  in  which  he  died,  be- 
ing for  contingencies  of  secret  service  and  the  Indian 
department.  It  appears,  by  the  certificate  last  men- 
tioned, ttiat,  for  these  purposes,  on  the  8th  day  of 
Jvne,  1T9«,  General  Wayne  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  fS/HM),  for  which  he  wm  to  account. 
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Y«(ir  petiti»m6r  is  pfepared  to  inroTe,  Amt,  on  the  10& 
of  the  same  June,  he  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  his 
orders,  on  a  concern  of  a  very  delicate,  confidential, 
and  important  nature ;  that  he  completeid  the  objects 
of  hia  mission ;  thaL  in  the  coarse  of  it,  he  must  have 
expended  oonsideraBle  snais  fi>r  the  objeeto  on  account 
of  wMch  the  adranee  was  made ;  that  the  nature  of 
the  service  made  such  advances  inevitable ;  and  tiiat, 
on  the  death  of  General  Wayne,  not  a  single  dollar  of 
money  of  any  description  was  found  in  his  possession. 

When  all  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  con- 
sideratioh ;  when  the  peculiar  accuracy  of  his  charac- 
ter, and  lus  Ingh  ptindples  of  honor,  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic moneys  intrusted  to  him,  are  reeelleoted;  when  it 
is  known  that  he  was  seiied  in  the  midst  of  actual  ser- 
irioe,  in  foil  healdi,  by  a  disorder  which,  **  at  once  dis- 
^i»lified  him  from  speaking  concerning  all  temporal 
eoncenis  \**  and  Oiat  the  time  and  place  of  his  death 
have  prodttded  abs(^tely  bis  representatives  fiom  ob- 
taining Ins  letter  books,  snd  most  of  his  private  papers ; 
your  petitk»ner  has  an  entire  reliance  that  your  honor- 
mUo  body  will  not  deem  a  claim  of  an  allowance,  equid 
to  the  whole  amount  of  the  last  mentioned  advance,  in- 
equitable or  unreasonable. 

Your  petitioner  could  recur  to  other  eiroumstances 
than  those  which  are  thus  detailed  in  his  petition.  He 
could  state  that  his  father,  after  many  years  devoted  to 
public  service,  without  any  charge  of  extravagance  or 
dissipation  in  pecuniary  concerns,  left  only  to  nis  chil- 
dren a  real  estate  received  from  his  ancestors.  He 
could  recur  to  the  nature  of  those  services,  as  eminent 
as  they  were  useful ;  but  to  name  them  would  be  to 
Intimate  that  they  could  be  forgotten  by  his  country. 
His  son,  your  petitioner,  can  only  express  hos  perfect 
confidence  that  thewisdom  and  justice  of  the  National 
Legislature  will  relieve  the  settlement  of  the  account  of 
so  distinguished  a  citizen  and  soldier  from  merely  for- 
mal embarrassments,  and  eattend  to  it  the  principles  of 
a  liberal  policy  and  extensive  equity. 

ISAAC  WAYNE, 
Ligal  repnaentaimt  of  the  late 
Maf&r  Central  Wayru. 

Mr.  Gbbgq  also  further  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Major  General  An- 
thony Wayne ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comininee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  pabiic  land  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and,  aft^r 
progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Fain  AT,  January  11. 

The  S^iate  resumed  the  hill  attthoriziog  the 
sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public 
Imd  to  the  Chesapealie  and  Delaware  Canal 
Conpany.  On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be 
engroased  and  read  a  third  time  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

T^e  Senate  resinned,  aa  in  Comnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the 
United  States;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
£Ye  members^  to  coosider  and  report  thereon; 
aid  Messrs.  Dana,  Llotd,  Bradlbt,  Oilman, 
«ad  SMrra,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com-, 
mitiee. 


Mr:  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the  bill  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
QeorgeArmroyd  and  Co."  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
corps  of  engineers.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  passed 
in  the  amrmative. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  tha 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  9th  instant,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  biff  for  the  relief  of 
Ebenezer  Rollins;  and  the  bill  was  read  aod 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Champlin,  the  g^alleriea 
were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham* 
her  closed ;  and  having  considered  the  oonlideft-> 
tial  business,  the  doors  were  opened. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Major  General  Anthony  Wayne  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  it  wftt 
agreed  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  authorizing  a  sUbscriptioit  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ?  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
t  — ■^— — 
Saturday,  January  13. 

The  PaasiDSNT  commonicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  complianee  with  the  act 
of  the  21st  of  April,  1808,  of  two  statements  oom- 
preheDdinff  contracts  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  those  made  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  CuTTB,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  C>anal  Company  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  tnird  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  also  leported 
the  bill. making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
engineers  correctly  eo^ofised ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
dMiTH,  of  Maryland;  the  blank  was  filled  with 
the  words  "  fifteen  thousand." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  16,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell,    Clayy 
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Condit,  Crawford,  Dana?  Franklin,  GaUIard,  Gitgg, 
Pope,  Reed,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats-— Mesirt.  Champlin,  CnttB,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lcib,  Lloyd,  Mathcwson,  Picker- 
ing, Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B^EiiT,  Oilman,  Bbadley,  and  Crawford,  be 
the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bbenezer  Rollins  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Gedrge  Armroyd  and  Co. ;"  and  the  bill  was 
passed  to  the  second  reading^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the 
late  Major  Oeneial  Anthony  Wayne.  On  the 
question,  Shall  tils  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  passed  in  the  affirmatire.  The 
bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Frbbidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lon- 
doDy  t«>  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  another  from 
the  same  to  the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afibira. 
aAUBS  MADISON. 

Jaituart  18,  1811. 

The  Message  and  communications  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cittts,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
dosed.  n 

Monday,  January  14. 

Jambs  Turner,  from  the  Suite  of  North  Car- 
olina, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac ;  and  the  President  having  reported  it  to 
the  House  as  amended,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington ;  and  the  President  haTin^^  reported  it  to 
the  House  amended,  on  the  Question^  Shall  this 
bill  be  engroated  and  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Maasage  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  tie  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  Congreis  a  repoct  from  the  Sorveyor 
of  the  Public  Baildings,  rektive  to  the  progress  and 
present  state  of  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Javvabt  U,  1811. 

'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria ;  and  the  Pres- 
ident having  reported  it  to  the  House  amended, 


on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended  ?  ft  was  determiDed 
in  the  affirmative* 

The  Message  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  Prbsidbnt  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senqte  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  accoont  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JurvAET  14,  1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  is 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  on  the  arrangements  for  the 
Library,  and  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  and  &t  the 
compensation  of  clerks,  passed  the  21st  April, 
1806;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  eon- 
sideratioo. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provi- 
sions or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  clisposi- 
tion  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  WoETBiNeTOM|  PopB| 
and  Bradley,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford, 

Retobsedy  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  l! reasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of 
claims  allowed  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
his  report,  prepared  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  May  1st,  1810,  on  claims  barred  br 
the  limitations  heretofore  established,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Ordered  That  Messrs.  Crawford.  Goodrich, 
Bradley,  Condit,  and  Franklin,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  Presided t  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  amended  accordingly.  Oa 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engroMed  and 
read  a  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlby,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed* 

Tobsday,  January  15. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
Potomac  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Mr.  C0TT8,  from  the  cofumictee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr  CcTTS,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  survejring  and  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contem- 
plated bj  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory ot  Michigan,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
btU  was  read  tli^  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bili,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Gkoife  Armroyd  and  Company,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollins. 
Ob  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  passed  in  the  affirmattye. 

Mr.  GhLMAM,  froth  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria  correctly  engrossed;  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bbaolbt  presented  the  petition  of  Bogene 
de  Letfzendorfer,  a  natire  of  Tyrol,  now  a  citi- 
zen of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Golombia,  staling  that  he  served  as  Inspector 
Qeneraland  Chief  Engineer,  in  the  army  ot  Gen- 
eral filaton  in  Barbary,  without  receiTinjr  any 
compensation;  and  praying  u  portion  of  land 
may  ba  assigned  him.  or  some  pecuniary  com- 
pensation, as  a  reward  for  his  services,  for  reas- 
ons stated  at  lar«e  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise,  and 
MesRs.  Bbadlet,  Gbbgo,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
laad.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

ThejaUeries  were  then  cleared,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed. 


Wbdnesday,  January  16. 
Mr.  Sjcrra  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  00  the  subject,  reported  a  bili  to  incor- 
porate the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H0B8BT,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollins  correctly 
[Toesed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 


Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaantatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  sus- 
pend the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  rmilating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poaei,'' reported  disagreement  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlet,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  thereof  be  the  order  of  the 
iaf  for  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iafomied  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bilL  entitled  '^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  Constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
mch  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
wiihthe  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes;^ 
MB  which  bul  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

llthCoN.ddSssf.— 4 


The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertaii^ 
aiul  settle,  by  the  appointment  of  commissioners, 
the  exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at  West 
Pointy  with  the  adjoining  proprietor,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment,  aud  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  tbe  establishment  of  a  quar- 
termaster's departmen|,reportedit  without  amend- 
mient,  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole.  On  the  question',  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative,   m 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  coDCeming 
the  communication  by  water  along  the  northern 
confines  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 


Tbursoay,  January  17. 
The  Senate  assembled ;  and,  on  motion, by  Mr. 
Oilman,  adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

FniDAV,  January  18. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  petition  of  John 
Bioren  and  others,  on  the  subject,  asked  and  ob* 
tained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
scriftion  for  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  distribution  thereof.  And  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of 
Georgetown  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  Constitu- 
tion and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  00  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Tait, 
Bataro,  GoooRigH,  Clat,  and  Greog,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee^ 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion : 

ResQlved,  Thiit  the  President  of  the  United  iSUtes 
be  requerted  to  csose  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  an 
accoa&t  of  all  the  property  heretofore  belongbg  to  the 
Government,  or  any  of  the  citisens  or  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  or  France,  or  their  dependendes,  which 
has  been  confiscated  nnder  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
the  United  States,  of  March  lot,  1809,  «to  interdict 
the  commercial  interoomse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,"  or  nnder  the  law  of 
the  1st  of  May,  1810,  relative  to  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  oountrieai  also* 
an  acconnt  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merohandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  Utates  from  foreign  countries^ 
between  the  first  of  April,  1809,  and  8 1st  December, 
1810,  distingillriiing  between  the  amount  imported  in 
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Ametkan  and  foreifD  yemulB,  and  apedfyiiig  the 
ooontries  to  which  the  latter  behmged. 

Tb6  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the 
appointment  of  commissioners,  the  exterior  line 
or  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  the  ad- 
joining proprietor,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  by  law  the 
transfer  of  so  much  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
of  any  State,  pursaant  to  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers fi>r  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  individual  States,  and  the  act  passed  thereon,  en- 
titled *<An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  fiancee  due  to  certain  States  upon 
a  final  settlement  of. accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  indiridnal  States,"  to  creditors  of  such 
State,  who  were  such,  prior  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1793, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  satbfy  their  respective  de- 
mands; and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  suspend 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
regulating  foreiffo  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawforo,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  June  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
quartermaster's  department  was  read  the  third 
time;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  galleries  were  then  cleared,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed. 


Monday,  January  21. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Re$olvedi  That  the  joint  committee  appointed 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  library  belonging  to  Congress,  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  permanent  safe-keeping  of  the 
books. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  D.  Winchester,  on  behalf  of  the  Baltimore 
Insurance  Company,  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for 
reasons  mentioned  at  large  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  18th  of  December,  to  consider 
the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  stoting  that  they 
have  been  employed  for  thirteen  years  past  in 
the  mining  and  smelting  of  lead  on  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  at  Min«  a 
9urt0D,  of  which  they  are  legally  seized  in  fee 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  Sfmnish  Govern- 
ment. That  for  want  of  funds,  thev  are  unable 
to  work  the  mine,  so  adrtntageomuy  to  them* 


selves  and  the  public,  «s  they  (from  long  experi- 
ence) are  convinced  is  practicable.  That  thef 
are  desirous  of  forming  a  company  to  raise  a 
capital  to  enable  them  to  extend  their  operations, 
and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  incorpo- 
rating them,  and  such  other  persons  as  shall 
hereafter  auDscribe  to  the  said  institution.  And 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Brad[«ey,Qrbqo,  and 
Franklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradlsy,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  the  petition  of 
John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing compensation  to  John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer, 
for  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  tke 
war  with  Tripoli ;  which  was  read^  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Prbsidrnt  laid  before  the  Senate  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislative  Cottticil  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing sundry  modifications  of  the  law  relating  to 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the  remii- 
sion  of  the  interest  upon  instalments  which  hart 
not  been  paid  up,  and  that  the  purchasers  be 
allowed  if  further  time  for  payment,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  14tk 
instant,  to  inquire  what  further  provisions  or 
alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  appointed  tb« 
8th  instant  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  F.  Fos- 
dick,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of 
Nathaniel  F.  Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment) 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  petition  of  Wir 
Ham  Mills,  presented  on  the  7th  instant,  was  rt- 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Tatlob, 
and  Oilman,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown ;  and  the  President  having  re* 
ported  it  to  the  House  amended,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ^e 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  communication 
by  water  along  the  confines  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  the  President  having  reported  it  to  the 
House  amended,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  ano  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed' the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  by  Mr.  Lloyd; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  by  Mr.  Tay- 
lor ;  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs.  TaYlob, 
Lloyd,  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  (one  of  the  majority,) 
that  the  vote  of  postponement,  passed  the  18th 
instant,  on  the  bill  for  the  esublijihment  d  a 
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^urtefmaster'^  department,  be  -recofisidered,  it 
was  determioed  in  tlie  negattve^yeas  10,  nays 
16^  as  follows: 

Ybas — Menn.  Ohsmplin,  Clsj,  Cotts,  Dana,  Good- 
n^  Qregg,  Leib,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Whiteside,  and 
IVofthukgtoii* 

NAis^-Mesin.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell,  Gon- 
dii, Crawibrd;  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  MathewBon,  Piekaring,Reed,  Tait,  Taylor,  and 
Turner. 


,  TuESDAT,  January  22. 

Mr.  Dara,  from  the  committee  appointed  yes- 
Icrdfay  oa  the  petition  of  William  Muls,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mills;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cdtts,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
biU  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  George- 
town, correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cdtts,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bilJ  eoocerning  the  comratinication  bv  water  along 
t^  northern  conineaof  the  United  States  cor- 
rectly eiu:rossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

T^e  Pajcai DENT  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
October  1st,  1809,  to  October  Ist,  1810 ;  as,  also, 
the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Na?  v  Departments 
for  the  same  period;  together  with  the  report  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  thereon; 
which  wore  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  tbe  me- 
mofial  of  the  Ocean  Insurance  Company,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  a  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  18th 
of  December,  to  consider  the  petition  of  tbe  Pres- 
ident and  DirectOTs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  OB  the*  same  subject. 

The  bili  making  compensation  to  John  Eogenei 
Leitzendorfer,  fbr  services  rendered  the  United 
States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  was  read  the  sec- 
cad  time. 

Mr.  Clat  presented  the  memorial  of  a  great 
number  of  mechanics  and  manofacturers  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  praying  eneooragement  by 
proteetioff  duties  and^  otherwise,  in  the  manner 
aad  fbr  the  reasons  therein  mentioned  at  large ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
priated  for  the  use  of  the  Sent^te. 

Mr.  An SBRffOKr  presented  tbe  petition  of  Benja- 
min Stoddert  and  Thomas  Etrell,  directors  of 
tfaeQeof^town  Potomac  Bridge  Company,  pray- 
ing that  «n  act  may  pass,  authorizing  the  directors 
of  the  company  to  call  on  the  stockholders  for  such 
additional  payments  on' the  shares  as  will  enable 
the  company  to  repair  the  bridge,  for  reasons 
slated  at  larffe  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read) 
aad  referred  to  a  select  comtnittee,  to  consider 
aad  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Bieasfs.  ANnEBBOR.  PicKKniiio,  and  Tait,  were 
appelated  the  committee. 

The  Seaate  leaiimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  a  aubscriptioa  fw 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  distri« 
buti  on  thereof;  and  the  President  having  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  amended,  the  further  consid" 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Wednespay,  January  23. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  MiUs  waa 
read  the  second  time.  On  the  question,  Shall  thia 
bill  be  engrossed  Und  read  a  third  time  ?  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  a  sulMicription  for 
the  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for  the  distribu* 
tion  thereof;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  AiiDBRaoif, 
it  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Decern* 
ber  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing^  the  discharge  orNa* 
thaniel  F.  Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment;  and. 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en^ossed  ana 
read  tbe  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

'the  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 

Whole,  the  bill  making  compensation  to  John 

Eugence  Leitzendorfer ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr* 

Bbaolby,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ANOBseoN  submitted  the  f oUowmg motioat 

Rm^ived^  That  a  eomuittee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  whether  it  be  expedient  for  the  Uailed 
States  to  giT6  any  aid  or  support  to  ^  building  of  a 
bridge  across  the  river  Susquehanna  at  Havre  de  Graee» 
in  the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  that  the  oomniittee  have 
leave  to  report  by  till  or  otherwise. 

TfiUBsnAY,  January  24. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  tbe  motion 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Anderson,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard, 
Rbbd,  Horsey,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F. 
Fosdick  from  his  imprisonmeDt  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time^ 
and  passed. 

Mr.  CuTTS.  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Mills  correctly  en- 
grossed; and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  citi^ns  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  reasons  mentioned  therein ;  and  the 
Rkemerial  Wias^  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit* 
tee  appointed  on  the  18th  of  December,  to  con- 
sider the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same 
subject. 

Friday,  January  25. 
The  Prbsipbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  the  pe- 
tition of  Eleanor  Wilson,  on  behalf  of  her  hos- 
biind^  Philip^WikBDA,  paying  that  tjie  elaiin  of  her 
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katbaod,  for  eertain  slores  farnSsbed  Coittmis- 
sary  Geoeral  Blaio,  for  the  use  of  his  depart- 
inettt,  may  be  taken  out  of  the  statute  of  limi- 
latioD,  and  that  the  same  may  be  allowed  and 
]Miid^  for  reasons  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  pe^ 
titioD  was  read. 

Mr.  Grego  presented  tfa%  petition  of  Thomas 
Campbell,  seating  that  he  served  as  a  captain  in 
tlie  Refolutionary  army;  that  during  the  service 
be  received  several  wounds ;  and  praying  relief, 
for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee^  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Grbog,  Braolbt,  and  Piokebiiio,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawpobo. 

Eesdhedj  That  a  committee  ne  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  by  law  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
committed  tn  the  territories  possessed  by  Indian 
tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and 
its  Territories ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Crawforo,  Bbadlbt, 
and  QooDRicH,  be  the  committee. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS^ 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
raferrtd  the  bill,  entitled  *<  An  act  to  enable  the 
ipeople  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  form  a  con- 
atitytioB  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  oriffinai  States ;  and  for  other 
purposes,''  reported  the  same  with  the  following, 
among  other  amendments : 

r  ''Strike  out  the  two  first  sectionf  from  the  word 
*  flist'  in  the  second  line,  and  insert  tbe  following : 

••  The  inhabitants  of  aU  that  part  of  the  territory  or 
oonatry  ceded  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
tveatj  made  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April, 
<me  Uiousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  tbe 
United  States  and  France,  contained  within  the  fol- 
lowing limi^,  that  is  to  say :  Beginning  at  the  monUi 
of  the  rirer  Sabine,  thence  by  a  line  to  1^  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  said  river,  including  all  islands,  to  tbe 
flnrty-second  degree  of  latitude ;  thence  due  north,  to 
ihe  nordiemmost  part  of  the  thirty-third  degree  of  north 
latitude ;  thence  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  to 
ttie  river  Misnasippi;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the 
aonthem  boundary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  thence 
along  the  said  boundary  line  to  Pearl  river;  thence 
down  the  western  bank  of  said  river  to  lake  Boigne ; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  Golf  of 
Mexico ;  thence  bounded  by  the  said  gulf  to  the  plaee 
of  beginning-including  all  islands  within  three  leagues 
of  the  ooatt ;  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to 
fi>nn  to  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  govern^ 
aent,  and  to  assume  such  name  as  they  may  deem 
TOoper,  under  the  provisions  and  upon  the  conditions 
hereinafter  mentioned :  Provided^  neverthele§e,  That 
fhe  Government  of  the  United  States  hereby  retains 
the  power  of  altering,  in  anv  manner  it  may  hereafter 
deem  proper,  the  limits  of  all  that  portion  of  the  said 
described  territory,  which  lies  east  of  the  river  TMissis- 
■ppi  and  the  island  of  New.  Orleans." 

^  Add  the  following  section : 

**JlndUii  further  enucMf  That  — per  oentna 


of  the  net  preceeds  of  tiw-ealetof^  lands  of  the  Ihi^ 

ted  States  shall  be  allied,  pflm  the day  of 

to  laying  out  and  constructing  public  roads  and  lsve« 
in  the  said  State,  as  the  hejuititit^  theraef  may  rt- 
quire." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  that 
they  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 


Mono  AT,  January  28. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  third  instant,  on  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Terri* 
tory  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,?'  reported  it  with 
amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  reaonamitted,  on  thn  12th  instant, 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps ot 
engineers,  reported  it  with  amendinants ;  whiek 
were  read. 

The  Frbsiosiit  cornmonicated  the  repoct  of 
the  Postmaster  General)  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  the  21at  oi  April, 
1806,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compenaaiions  of  clerks,  and  to  aiuhorise  the  hf* 
ing  out  certain  public  roads,  and .  for  other  pof* 
poses,"  together  with  his  report,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1808,  con- 
cerning public  contracts;  and  the  reports  were 
read. 

The  Presiobnt  also  commu»ioated  a  report 
from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  on  the  moneys 
expended  during  the  year  1810  for  the  diachargt  of 
miscellaneous  claims  not  otherwiae  provided  for, 
and  paid  at  the  Treasury ;  and  a  statement  of  tkt 
contracts  made  during  tho  same  vear  by  or  undtf 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasnry; 
also,  statementaof  the  purchases  or  payments  tor 
supplies  made  by  the  ooilectors  during  the  year 
1809  in  relation  to  tbe  revenue  and  to  the  ten* 
porary  relief  of  seamen;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Grego,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
25th  instant  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
-relief  of  Thomas  Campbell;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  seeoikd  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON  presented  th«  resolution  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  iastroetiaf 
the  representation  in  Congress  from  that  State  to 
use  their  endeavors  to  procure  an  extension  of 
the  time  for  the  payment  of  puUio  lands  in  eer- 
taia  cases ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  14th  instMit  on  tbe  same 
subject. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  t 
constitutioa  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  aa 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  by  thue  select  committee;  and  on.  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Cbawfom),  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
amendment  reported,  the  words  '^soathern  bound- 
ary of  the  Miswiigippi  Territory;  tiumoa. along 
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the  nid  bOQadary  Ihie.  to  Peart  thnr ;  thence, 
down  the  western  bank  of  said  river,  to  Lake 
l^nvne:'^  it  was  deferoained  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  21,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

TsAS — ^Messrs.  Ajyderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gihnan,  Oood- 
tick,  HorscT,  Lanbert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  MatbeWaon,  Pick- 
ling, Reed,  Smith  ef  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
TaVloT,  and  Whiteside. 

Nays— If  essn.  Campbell,  Clay,  Outts,  Oreggt  Pope, 
itobinstm,  Tait,  Turner,  and  W<nrthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day. 

A  messaffe  f^om  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
m  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  bondred  and  eleven  f^  a  bill,  entitled 
An  aet  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Bstablishmeat  of  the  tJnitea  States 
for  the  year  1811  f  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  united  Slates  for  the  year  1811  j**  a  bilL  en- 
titled ''An  act  incorporating  the  Protectant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Colombia;*'  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  change  the  name  of  Lewis  Grant  to  that 
of  Lewis  Grant  Davidson  f  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  eoneurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  njp  for  concurrence  were 
^ead  and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

CONFISCATION,  IMPORTATIONS,  dbe. 
The  foUowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
PREBinBKT  or  THE  Uniteo  States  : 
To  the  SemaU  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasmy,  on  the  sabject  of  their  reselntion  of  the 
'Slat  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Jajtvabt  26, 181 U 

TBBASvav  Da^iatwitrr,  Jm.  24, 181 1. 

Sn:  OnthesnbjeetoftheresohitienoftheSenate, 
'•f  tlie  Slat  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state : 

Tkat  -dieie  are  no  documents  in  the  Treasmry,  ahotr-' 
iag  Hie  amomt  of  the  pR^rty  of  etttsens  or  enbjects 
-of  Oieet  Britain  or  Praaee^  which  has  been  oonfisoated 
mMla'  the  operation  of  the  adi  of  March  let,  18M,  and 
tat  ifaj,  1810,  relatrre  to  the  eommercial  interooarse 
4ietween  Great  Britain  and  the  said  oovntries. 

Thai  tike  Seoretary  of  the  Treasnrj  having  been  di- 
Meted,  by  a  resohttion  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives, 
to  ley  bmse  the  Honse,  statements  embraeing  i^ongst 
othen,  the  object  contemplated  bj  the  resolution  of  die 
SeBatOt  a  eifeolar  letter  was  written  on  the  22d  instant 
to  tlie  eeiveral  district  attorneys  ibr  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taming  the  information  reqnired ;  and  that  the  resnlt, 
so  ftir  as  it  relatee  to  property  of  British  or  French  snb- 
JeelB,  will  be  laid  before  yon  as  soon  as  it  shaH  have 
been  receiTcd. 

That  it  appears  by  the  letter  from  the  Register  ofthe 
Tttmmry,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  that 
4he  aeconnt  of  importations  reqnired  by  the  fssoiviien  of 
4hs  Senato,  cannot,  so  #»  as  relates  to  tile  year  1810, 
■6e  fsMfod  dnikig  the  present  ssasien  of  Congress. 

Ami  that  the  aeeennt  ibr  the  three  lest  ^nartsteof 


tiie  year  180^,  will  be  immediately  prepared  in 
fonnitj  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  PaasnuvT  of  the  U.  8. 

TaaAivaT  IhcpAirrv«irr, 
Register^  Office,  Jm,  23, 1811. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fbllowing  ve- 
marks,  showing  how  fiur  the  latter  clause  ofthe  vesohi- 
tion  ofthe  Senato  ofthe  21st  instant  can  be  complied 
with. 

The  importations  from  foreign  countries  to  the  Slst 
December,  1800,  hsTe  been  collected,  and  could  in  a 
short  time  be  selected  so  as  to  meet  the  object  (tf  the 
resolution. 

The  aocounto  of  the  eoQectors  £>r  the  year  1810, 
having  been  but  partially  reoeited,  a  statement,  such  as 
is  contemplated,  oould  not  be  completed  in  time  Ibr 
the  present  session  of  Congress. 

If  the  words  in  the  resolution,  ^  and  specifying  the 
countries  to  which  the  Ijsttor  belonged^  is  meant  to 
apply  to  the  vessels  in  which  the  merchandise  was  im- 
ported, it  may  be  complied  With ;  but  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  asoertahdng  the  countries  to  which  the  mer-i 
^^landise  belongs  other  thsn  the  place  from  whenee 
imported. 

RespectfhUy  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedi- 
ent servttitf 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  H^uhr. 

The  Hon.  ALaamT  Gaiaatik* 

The  Messa^  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

TuasDAT,  January  29. 

The  billit  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria^ 
tions  for  the  support  of  Government  for  ^he  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  waa 
read  the  second  time  \  and,  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Franklin,  Crawforo,  and  Smith  of 
MarylaBd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  makinff  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uoitad 
States  for  the  year  one  thonsand  eight- ha odred 
and  eleven,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  a  seleet  committee,  to  eoneider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worthinqton,  Bat- 
A^D,  and  Cbampliii,  were  appointed  the  eom- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^<An  aot  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  sapport  of  the  Military  Establisk- 
ment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eig^bt  hundred  and  eleven,"  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  aod  Messrs* 
Smith,  of  Maryhmd,  Grbqo,  and  Piokerino, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  CampMI 
waa  read  the  second  time.  On  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  «ot  ineorporatiBg  the 
Protestant  fiioiacopal  Chureh  in  the  town  of  Alez- 
dria,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,"  was  read  the 
second  time.  r  i 
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The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Lewis  Qraot  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant  DavidsoD," 
was  rtad  the  second  time. 
Mr.  Bayard  submitted  the  following  motion : 
Boohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  t6  be  laid  before  the  Senate  cop- 
ies of  any  correspondence  or  communication  (which 
in  his  opinion  may  be  made  public  without  prejudice 
to  the  public  welfore)  which  have  taken  place  between 
the  Executive  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  and 
the  French  or  Spanish  Governments,  relative  to  the 
territory  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  Louisiana, 
as  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty 
of  April,  1803. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  14th  instant,  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  making  farther  proTisioos  for  the  disposal 
of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the 
future  disposition  of  Congress,  and  for  oth^r  par- 
poses  ;"  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  aad~  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  select  committee;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Batakd,  to  strike  out  the  ptoviso,  in  the  first 
amendment  reported,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**  Provided,  neverthelessi  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  hereby  retains  the  power  of  altering,  in 
any  manner  it  may  hereafter  deem  proper,  the  limits  of 
all  that  porUon  of  the  said  described  Territory  which 
lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  the  Island  of  New 
Orleans;'* 

And  a  motion  was  made' by  Mr.  Tait  to  amend 
the  toroviso  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^^  that," 
tfae^  following  words : 

^  The  €bvemment  of  the  United  States  hereby  re- 
tahu  to  itself  the  power  of  attaching  to  the  said  State 
any  pari  of  the  territory  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  south  of  the  Missisuppi  Territory,  and  west  of 
^mer  Mobile:" 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
9,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cotts, 
Gregg,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell,  Cham- 
plin,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Ctoodricb,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Matthewson, 
Pickereing,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
■  Whitende,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  proviso  was  struck  out. 

On  motion,  to  ajgree  to  the  report  of  the  select 
eommittee  on  section  2dy  line  1st,  by  inserting  the 
word  "  white"  before  the  words  "  male  citizens  of 
the  United  States :"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  24,  nays  8,  follows: 

Ta^s — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,- Bradley,  Cham- 
^n,  Clay,  Condit  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gihnan, 
Oeodrieh,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lleyd,  Pick- 
asing.  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 


NjLxs-^Measrs.  Campbell,  CKavford*  CottSi  G«nnsn» 
Mathewson,  and  Whiteside. 

The  Pbssidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
amended. 

The  following  amendment  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Dana  :  ' 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to 
admit  luch  State  into  the  Union  as  aforesaid,  unless 
each  of  the  original  States  shall  consent  to  the  sami^ 
or  there  shall  be  a  Constitutional  amendment  empow- 
ering the  Congress  to  admit  into  the  Union  new 
States  formed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  as  known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  estaln 
liJBhing  the  Constitution  for  the  United  State." 

And  ob  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the 
question  thereon  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Batard,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  ANDER30N  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  footing  of  the  original 
States,  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee^  to  consider  ana  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  ANUERaoN, 
Bayaro,  and  Daha,  were  appointed  the  oomr 
mittee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  ike  honorable  iho  Senate  andHouse  ofRejpremf^ 
taiivee  of  the  United  Stattain  Congreso  assembled:  The 
mexDorialy  unaaimooaly  adopted,  of  the  Legidatife 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  MiwisBippi 
Territo^,  in  General  Assembly  convened,  respectfiU^ 
states,  That  bv  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia^ 
an  act  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
State  of  Georgia,  dbc  and  an  act  stipplemental  thereto, 
the  GoTemmentof  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  organ- 
ised and  established,  and  "  all  and  singular  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  advantages,  granted  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  13th  day  of  July,  <me  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  were  extended  toihe  peopfe 
of  the  Mismssippi  Territory :  And  by  thosaid  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession,  it  is  provided  *<  That  the 
Territory  thus  ceded  ahali  form  a  State,  and  be  adsoli- 
ted  as  such  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain 
sixty  thoHsand  firee  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earher  period^ 
if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient.'' 

Your  memorialists  state,  diat  although  they  do  not 
pretend  to  have  the  number  required  ^  the  said  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession,  and  the  ordinance,  to 
entitle  our  Territory  as  a  matter  of  right  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  footing  of  one  of  the  original  Sutes ;  yet,  we 
hope  that  our  numbers  (as  will  appear  by  the-t^nsns 
now  taken  under  a  law  of  the  United  States)  are  soP 
ficiently  respectable  to  induce  your  honorable  body  to 
admit  the  Misaissij^i  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  ama^ 
ter  of  expediency. 

Your  memorialists  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  detail 
the  many  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  in  support 
of  their  petition,  but  think  it  sufficient  to  say,  that,  a» 
the  people  of  this  Territoiy  are  able  to  bear  the  expenses 
of  a  State  government  with  convenience  to  themsel^^ 
and,  at  the  same  time  will  relieve  the  Governmcat  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


109 


HISTORy  OF  CONaRBBS- 


110 


jAmrABT,  161 L 


Jh'niofy  of  OrUans, 


Sbhats* 


the  Unhad  Steles  ftom  th«  eeres  and  expenses  inddent 
^  the  TerritOTiaHfonB  of  govenunent;  and  that  what- 
mwt  views  the  fbnn  of  gOTenunent  (under  which  they 
hxn,  perhaps,  not  yerj  patiently  lived)  for  about  twelve 
j«li8»  was  formed,  it  is  found,  from  experience,  to  be 
unfriendly  to  republicanism ;  and  is  such  .a  one,  as 
every  American  in  heart  is  solicitous  to  be  relieved 
jfronu  Ws  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass 
a  law  authorizing  a  convention  to  be  called,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

Your  memorialists,  from  a  knowledge  of  your  indul- 
gence to  the  people  of  the  Territories  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  when  in  a  situation  similar  to  their  own, 
are  suDguine  in  their  expectations,  that  your  honorable 
body  Will  grant  to  them  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
And  they  will  ever  pray,  Ac 

F.  L.  CLAIBORNE, 

Speaker  of  the  Houee* 
ALX.  MONTGOMERY, 
Preeident  of  LegUlaiwe  CouneiL 
Attest:    Wm.  C  Wijtstov, 

Clerk  House  ofRepe*  M.  T. 

WsimiSDAT,  January  30* 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CuTTs.  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bni  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell,  correctly 
0Dgro8sed ;  and  the  bili  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memorial,  subscribed  by 
a  great  number  of  the  master  mechanics  and 
manufactarers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, prayins  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein 
mentioned;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  l6th  of 
December,  on  the  petition  or  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
same  sabject. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
«abmitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Batard,  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Worth inqton,  to  amend  the  res- 
oiotion,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words, 
^ not  heretofore  laid  before  Congress;"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  And  on  the  question 
to  aipree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  12,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  CampbeU,  Cham- 
pUn,  Dana»  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Picker^ 
ing.  Reed,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Clay,  Condit,  Gntts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Greg^,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson, 
RoHnson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Whiteside. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ad  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  change  the 
name  of  Lewis  Grant  to  that  of  Lewis  Qrant 
Davidson :"  and 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  making  compensation  to  John 
Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  serFices  rendered  the 
United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli ;  and,  oa 
the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmr 
atire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the^ 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled'*  An  act  providing  for- 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands^'and  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereunto  by  the  select  commit-- 
tee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto^  on  motion,  hf' 
Mr.  Clat,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  coikstd<- 
eration  thereof  bej>ostponed  until  to-morrow^ 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentaiivee  cf  the  United  States  f 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  copies  of 
the  '*  laws,  treaties,  and  other  documents,  relative  to 
the  public  lands,"  as  collected  and  arranged  pursuant 
to  the  act  passed  April  27, 1810. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JAXtTAKT  30,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letter  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideralioa. 

TERRITORY  OP  ORLEANS. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment proposed  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleaos  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  ^o\rernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes:"  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  to  divide 
the  question ;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  first  division  of  the  amendment,  to  wit: 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union,  as  aforesaid,  unless 
each  of  the  States  shall  consent  to  the  same. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative^yeas  10, 
nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana,  German, 
GHman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and 
Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell*  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin,   . 
Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Matthewson,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  division 
of  the  amendment,  to  wit: 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union  as  aforesaid,  unless 
there  shall  be  a  constitutional  amendment  empowering 
the  Congress  to  admit  into  the  Union  new  States 
formed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  as 
known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  establishing  the 
Constitution  for  the  United  States : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  S, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Champlin,  Dana,  German,  Gtlmaa, 
Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin, 
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•Q^Mudt  Gregf ,  Lftmbtrt»  Leib,  Malhefraon,  Robia- 
^mon.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
^ajlor,  Tomer,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlst,  to  postpone  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  second 
Monday  in  February  next,  it  was  determined  in 
«Che  negatire. 

On  Qie  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
<tiiDe  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
ifirmatiTe — yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

TsAS — ^Mesers.  Brent,  Clay,  Oondit,  Franklin, 
tlaUlard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Mathewion,  Pope,  Robin- 
flon,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tak, 
Tayk>r,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

NAT»-«-Meisr8.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana,  G^man, 
GiloMn,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  dickering,  and  Reed. 


Thursday,  January  31.. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill, entitled  "An  act  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  gOTernment,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and 
for  other  purposes/'  correctly  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended ;  aikl 
the  blanks  were  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pickbrino,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  question- on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negatire— yeas  10,  nays 20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Horsey,  Lk>yd,  PidLering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Pranklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Smith  of  Maryland,fSmilli 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and 
^^ortnmgton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  CtTTTS,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  makine  compensation  to  John  Eugene 
Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United 
States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  correctly  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Lewis  Grant,  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant  David- 
ton,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WoHTBiifGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled** An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1811," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  22d  instant  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
m  bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its 
incorporation ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wottmnoroif, 

Re$ohed,  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  dOth  instant,  trsnt. 
mitting  to  Congress  copies  of  the  « laws,  treaties, 
and  other  documents,  relative  to  the  public  tandi,'' 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Wobtbington,Gbeo<i, 
and  Franklin,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '<Ao  act  concerning  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria,"  in  which  bill  they  &sire  the  coa- 
corrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  wts 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  billtnakiog  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments report^  thereto  by  the  select  committee j 
and,  after  progress,  on  motion^  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Marylsnd,  it  wss  agreed  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed,  and  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  Sta^tes: 
1hiktSmaittmdH(nmof 

Repre$mtaHves  of  the  United  &atei : 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Chflirg6  d'Af- 
faires  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Piris  to  the  Seerstsnr 
of  8tste,  and  another  from  the  ume  to  the  Fnm 
Minister  of  Foreign  Belations;  also,  two  letters  in>a 
the  agent  of  the  American  Consul  at  Bordeaux  to  ths 
Secretary  of  State.  JAMES  MADISON. 

JawawltBU  1811. 

The  Message  and  communications  wete  raid, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  n^ 
Senate. 

The  Senate.resumed  the  bilK  entitled  "Aa  «ct 
making  appi«priaiions  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Ststes  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  deves. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memorial  signed  by* 
great  number  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphiaj 
praying  a  renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein  stated,  and 
that  they  may  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  su^ 
ject ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direct 
ors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  sam* 
subject. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Senate  and  Hou9e  ^f  Rq)re9eHiatitfet  if^ 


Con- 


0  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Rq^reseniaitves  m  *^ 
gress  of  the  United  States,  the  memorial  of  the  t^ 
ecnbere,  citizem  of  Philadelphia,  reipeetfuHy^ha^- 
cth ! 
That  it  iM  with  increasmg  solicitude,  and  the  deep" 
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Ml  ooDcem,  ttiAt  yoor  aieBiorialliiB  teiternte  tbeir  peti- 
tion  to  OoogfeM  for  •  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Unitad  Statee.  Wkh  the  extreme  of 
anxietj  ha^re  they  aaHuted  the  decuioii  of  thie  Aoet 
ttDportaat  qiieftioii,  and  with  real  distreea  do  they 
witneaa  the  aecendaiiey  of  aentioientfl  opposed  to  the 
coBtumaiice  of  the  bank.  Before  a  final  determina- 
tioia  ahall»  bawtver,  exclude  all  hope,  thej  deem  it 
their  indispensable  datj  to  lay  before  yon  a  view  of 
the  diatavss  whkh  has  already  conmenieedi  and  of  the 
wkie  spreadinsr  nun  which  has  been  hot  faintly  anti- 
cipateo,  bat  the  certainty  of  which  is  now  plain  to 
eTory  eje,  and  to  accompany  this  tiew  with  their  re- 
newed and  urgent  entreaties,  that  this  OTerwhelming 
mlKhief  may  yet  be  staid. 

Yonr  memorialists  experience  within  themsehres, 
and  learn  with  calamitous  certainty  ih>m  abroad,  diat, 
from  die  uncertainty  and  suspense  of  the  public  mind, 
and  an  apprehemnon  of  the  evils  which  must  flow 
from  a  diBSolalion  of  the  bank,  opnfidaiee  is  visibly 
and  anbetantially  impaired,  and  credit  almost  sas- 
pendod.  From  a  neighboriag  and  sister  city,  the  most 
aistreesing  tnteltigenoe  aesuies  them,  that,  ^  against 
tbo  erih  of  this  absence  of  confidence  and  suspension 
of  credit,  OTon  extraordinary  resources  afibrd  no  se« 
cuiity* 

It  has  become  too  plain  to  admit  of  doubt,  with  the 
most  incredulous,  that  confidence  and  credit  are  inti- 
mailefy  and  esaentialiy  connected  with  the  continuance 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee^  and  diat,  if  they  are 
prostrated  by  the  £ssolution  of  that  institution,  the 
country  must  experience,  to  its  lasting  reproach,  and, 
perhapsy  its  incurable  injury,  a  general  disregard  of 
pecuniary  engagements.  Tour  memoriafists,  there- 
fine,  consider  it  as  a  foct  no  longer  doubtful,  or  dispu- 
table, that,  if  the  bank  be  dissdred  at  the  expiration 
of  its  present  diarter,  and,  in  truth,  unless  the  public 
coafiteice  be  speedfly  restored,  uniTenal  dirtress  iind 
inealculaMe  loss  must  and  will  preraiL 

Tour  memoriaKsts  do  not  conceive  that  they  are 
plMding,  particuUarly.  the  cause  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Untted  Statsa,  nor  that  of  a  few,  or  even  many  indi- 
^Mnais,  by  cemneroial  rabtioB  connected  with  the 
hank  "^i^  ^  not  conoeite  that  it  is,  merely,  the 
caase  of  a  few  commercial  towns  and  cities^  or  of  a 
■eanty  portion,  of  our  population,  but,  that  it  is  a  cause 
ubd  a  ^estion  with  which  are  connected,  and  in 
which  are  iuTolved,  interests  of  the  highest  import, 
extending  through  the  whole  community.  The  direct 
etBbci  of  an  erent  impairing  confidence  and  credit,  un- 
questionably ii,  upon  the  merchant  and  trader ;  ^ey, 
and  their  immediate  connexions,  are  the  first  to  suffer ; 
hot  the  evil  must  pervade  the  coantry.  They,  there- 
fiue,  feel  themsehres  justified,  on  such  an  occasion, 
and  at  such  a  crisis,  in  the  most  earnest  and  urgent 
terms  again  to  address  you. 

From  the  pressing  and  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
tkde,  brought  about  by  the  fear  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
bank»  and  firom  a  perfect  persuasion  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  all  the  evHs  which  have  been  antidpateci, 
your  memortalists  have  deemed  themselves  bound  to 
ttdu  thb  appeal  to  your  wisdom,  and  to  present  it  by 
a  deputatien  of  their  feUow-dtisens.  This  deputation, 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  situation,  sentiments, 
«d  feelings  of  your  memorialists,  they  respectfiiUy 
Vfisst  may  be  hoard  by  counsel,  on  this  momentous 
a^bieet.  Finally,  it  is  the  earnest  and  pressing  prater 
of  your  memoriaUsts,  that  efiectaal  means  may  be  un- 
JBtdiately  adopted  to  restore  public  confidence,  by  a 


ranewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States,  for  a  term  which  shall  assure  its  duration;  or, 
if  that  be  not  granted,  that  the  public  sufiering  may 
be  alleviated  \jj  a  continnance  of  the  institution  for  a 
period  which  will  permit  it  gradually  to  close  its  con- 
cerns. JOSEPH  NORTH, 
And  eight  hundred  and  tiztyseven  others, 

Fribat,  February  1. 

The  credentials  of  Jamss  A.  BatarDj  appotvt- 
ed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  S^te  of 
Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the 
third  day  of  March  next;  and  of  William  H. 
CliAWPORD,  appointed  a  Senator  hj  the  Legtahi- 
tore  of  the  State  of  (Georgia,  for  the  term  of  six 
years  from  the  third  day  of  March  next,  were 
severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern ing  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  Messrs.  Batard,  Brbnt,  and 
Bradley,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac 
Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ol^ect 
of  its  incorporation  was  read  the  second  time.   . 

The  Senate  resumed,  ae  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  proTiston  for  the 
Corps  of  Kngineers,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  on  the  qvestton  to  agree  to  the  foUowing 
amendment: 

Beetfon  6,  line  4,  after  the  word  **  buildings,*'  insert, 
at  such  place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and"— 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GaUlard, 
Horsey,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Ll<nrd,  Ma- 
thewson,  Pickering,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be  Alrther  post- 
poned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thoQ- 
sad  ei^ht  hundred  and  eleven,"  was  read  the 
third  time^  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BArARo, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  census  or  latest  enumeia- 
tion  of  the  people  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
which  has  been  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary^ of  State ;  and,  also,  a  copy  of  the  latest 
militia  return  from  the  said  Territory. 


Monday,  February  4. 
The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  m  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
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act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensatioD  of  clerks, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was  read ;  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahie. 

The  President  also  commoDicated  the  re- 
port of  the  CommissioDers  of  the  SinkiDg  Fund, 
stating  that  the  measures  which  have  ^en  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report 
of  the  3d  of  February,  1810,  so  far  as  the  same 
hare  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this 
Board,  dated  the  fir^t  day  of  the  present  month, 
and  IP  the  statements  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  ta  be  re- 
eeived  as  part  of  this  report ;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  WoRTHiNOTOif, 
JEteaolvecL  That  t  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  \^hat  alterations  or  amende 
ments  are  necessar]^  to  the  act,  entitled  <*An  act 
to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  WoRTainaTON,  Cotts, 
and  Fbamklin,  be  the  committee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlby, 
Bemdved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  alterations  are 
necessary  in  relation  to  the  act.  entitled  «An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers  and 
of  Consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  and 
for  other  purposes," 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bradlbt,  Bbent,  and 
BiiTARD,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven ;"  and 
Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
clergy,  resident  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  ninth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  passed 
the  25th  of  April,  1810,  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
prohibit  the  delivery  of  letters  on  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  commonly  called  the  Lord's  day,  for 
reasons  therein  stated  j  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Gregg,  Bayaro,  and  Bradley,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Bvxbe,  praying  the  privilege  of  entering  a  part 
of  the  tract  of  the  two  miles  square  situated  at 
the  Lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky  river,  at  the  com-, 
mon  and  ordinary  nrice  of  public  lands,  with  the 
usual  conditions  of  such  entries,  (and  that  it  be 
exempted  from  sale  at  public  auction,)  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  mill  thereon  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  settlement,  as  is  stated  at  large  in 
thenetition. 

Mr.  Campbbll  also  presented  the  memonal  of 
the  Western  Missionary  'Society  on  the  same 
subject,  and  the  petition  and  memorial  were 
severally  r6ad,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 


to  consider  an4  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Robinson,  and 
Franklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  incorporating  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  d" 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,'^  was 
read  the  second  time.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  1  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  XJniteu  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Vhiied  State»: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  complying  with' their  resolution  of  De- 
cember 20, 1810.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FxaauABTi,  1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  tne  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  reported 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  m  pursuance  d 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  De- 
cember, 1810,  respecting  the  survey  of  the  coast 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  together  with  sundry 
documents  relative  thereto;  and  the  report  wis 
read. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  and  documents  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  of  January  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  making  a  further  dis- 
tribution of  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
spect the  public  lands. 

Mr.^ATARD,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
concerning  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  without 
amendment. 

Mc.  Smitb,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Columbia  Insurance  Company  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated.  And  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petitioD  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  same  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  sections  of,  land 
neretofore  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress;  and 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  proposed  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  read,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Frankun,  one  of  the  ma- 
jority, it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed 
on  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  incorporating  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  and, 
on  his  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Taylor, and 
PicKBRiMo,  were  appointed  the  committee  fur- 
ther to  consider  a^d  report  thereon. 

CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS,  &c. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  together  with  the  amend' 
ments  reported  thereto  by  the  asleel^ommittee. 
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Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Oreoo,  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  »cleci  committee,  which  re- 
port goes  to  strike  ont  the  sixth  section,  and  to 
retain  tbe  said  sixth  section  amended,  as  follows: 

'*  Tbat  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  bereby,  aatborized  to  remove  the  Military  Acade- 
my from  West  Point,  and  to  establish  the  same  at 
CarUale,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Tiis — ^Messrs.  Andenoa,  Bayard,  Brent,  Camp- 
beU,  Chaapiin,  Clay,  Franklin,  OaiUard,  Gregg, 
Uojd,  Pope,  Tait»  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and 
WeithingtoB. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bradley,  Con^t,  Crawford,  Cntts, 
Dana,  Geman,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Mathewson,  Pidoring,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

And  on  the  ^aestion  to  agree  to  the  report  of 
tbe  select  committee  which  ^oes  to  strike  out  the 
sixth  section  of  tbe  otiginai  bill,  and  to  substi- 
tute the  amendment  reported,amended  as  follows: 

«<8s€.  6.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  tbe  27th 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  <  An  act  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment,'  passed  the  16th  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  that  ao 
mndi  of  the  26th  section  of  the  said  act,  as  confines 
the  selection  of  the  commander  of  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers to  the  said  corpy,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19, 
nays  14^  as  follows : 

Tkas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell,  Charaphn,  Clay,  Crawford,  Prsnklin,  Oail- 
lard»  Chegg,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Tait,  Taytor,  Tnr- 
xier,  "Wbileside,  and  Worthington. 
^  NATs—Meesrs.  Condit,  Cutto,  Dana,  Oenaaa,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pickerhig, 
Reed^  Robinscm,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of 
KewYoriu 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  ef  Maryland,  to 
•Irike  out  of  the  amendment  last  agreed  to,  from 
the  ward  "enacted,^  in  the  first  line,  to  the  word 
*and.^  in  the  second  instance,  inclnsire  j  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  18.  as 
follows: 

Teas — ^Messsrs.  Condit,  Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mathewson, 
Pickering,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bqgrard,  Brent,  Camp- 
htWf  ChampHn,  Clay,  Crawford,  Frank|in,  Gaiilard, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  White- 
side, and  Worthington. 

And  the  Presioeht  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbaolet,  farther  to  amend 
tbe  original  bill,  section  5,  line  4,  by  inserting, 
after  tbe  word  *^  buildings,"  ^*at  such  place  as 
shall  be  designated  by  the  President  of.  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and''— it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
atlre — yeas  17,  nays  15^  as  follows : 

Tbab — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayord,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Ghmplin,  Clay,  Crawford,  CutU,  Franklin,  Gaiilard, 
Hoitqr,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
'^      »,aad  W«rthingtea. 


NATr^Messrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  Dans,  German, 
Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Mathewson,  Pickering,  Reed,  Robinson,  and  Smith  of 
Maryland. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

BANK  OF*  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  praying  that  tbe 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  may 
not  be  renewed,  for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  18th  of  December  on  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  f  he  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ptttsburgt  Penn^ 

tyhcmia^  against  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the 

United  States^  Bankf  to  the  Senate,  and  House  of 

Representatives  in  Congress  of  the  United  States, 

.    respectfully  showeth: 

That  your  memoriaUsta  are  **  the  People  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  from  whom  emanates  all  the  power  which 
you  possess  I  that  we  have  appointed  yon  to  guard, 
not  to  alienate  our  rights ;  that  enr  Constitution  nerer 
authorised  Congress  to  establish  a  bank,  under  the 
control  of  individuals,  far  their  own  benefit,  or  to 
alienate  the  power  of  the  purse  mote  than  the  power 
of  the  swoord.  The  act  of  February,  17^1,  chartering 
the  bank,  might,  with  equal  justice  and  salety,  have 
given  to  a  corporation  the  power  of  the  Army,  with  its 
apnointments. 

We  feel  deeply  humbled^  that,  under  the  full  blase 
of  RevohitionMy  light,  one-half  of  tbe  delegated  power 
of  the  motion  was  given  to  a  company,  independent  of 
our  suffirages ;  but  we  rejoice  that  its  charter  will  be 
terminated  with  your  present  session,  and  that  it  can- 
not be  revived,  provided  the  Congress  shall  be,  as  it 
professes,  attached  to  the  eternal  principles  of  our 
Revolution,  snd  to  tbe  clear  dictates  of  our  Consti- 
tution. 

After  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  enjoyed 
twenty  years  of  prosperity^  had  divided,  in  that  term; 
four  millions  over  six  per  cent,  and  had  held  in  bond- 
age thousands  of  our  citizens,  who  dared  not  to  act 
according  to  their  consciences,  from  fear  of  ofiending 
the  British  stockholders  and  Federal  directors,  we  baa 
hoped  that  they  would  have  quietly  dosed  their  con- 
cerns, and  waited  for  another  turn  of  fortane,  tiU  other 
classes  of  citizens  of,  at  least,  equal  merit,  had  each 
shared  their  four  millions ;  but  we  have  seen,  with  in- 
dignation, a  studied  delay  in  the  collections  of  that 
bank,  indicating  a  determination  to  gain  a  renewal 
under  stress  of  weather ;  a  studied  pressure  on  indi* 
vidaals  and  on  State  banks,  in  order  to  gain  aux- 
iliaries ;  and  a  studied  memorial,  containing,  in  smooth 
language,  the  most  daring  insults  on  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  a  free  people. 

The  memorial  makes  no  direct  claim  of  right  to  re- 
newal, but  ft  recounts  many  works  of  righteousness, 
which  we  beg  leave  to-  examine.  It  opens  a  modest 
proposal  for  the  surrender  of  our  independence,  by  de- 
claring that  the  bank  had  continued  business  for  public 
good,  and  under  an  impression  that  the  general  in- 
terest would  r^uire  a  renewal  of  the  charter  !  It  next 
compliments  your  honors  on  a  degree  of  superior  in- 
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fiyrmation,  wfaich  the  ftocU^oldeiB  are.  not  in  thA  Imbit 
of  attributing.  It  then  cravea  for  the  bank  much  of 
the  credit  reatlj  due  to  the  actaal  labor  and  skill  of 
your  memorialists.  While  we  have  been  traTeiaing 
the  ocean,  or  improring  the  earth,  or  advancing  the 
arts,  they  have  been  dividing  more  than  eight  per  cent 
for  all  facilities,  and,  after  this  dividend,  will  have,  on 
winding  up,  a  balance  in  their  favor,  over  the  amount 
of  capita],  of  $4,71 1,S36. 

Though  the  United  States'  Bank  has  derived  its 
breath  and  daily  support  from  the  bounty  and  long- 
suffering  of  the  Congress,  yet  the  memorial  opens  an 
imexpected  score  of  debits,  against  the  Government 
and  People,  which  nothing  short  of  renewal  can  dis- 
charge ;  and  if  the  debits  be  correct,  the  new  score  for 
twenty  years  vrill  be  far  beyond  onr  abiKiy.  The 
bank  has  accommodated  individuals,  State  banks,  the 
commercial,  manu&cturing,  and  agricoltural  interests, 
and  the  National  Treasury.  It  has  removed  specie  to 
places  where  it  was  wanted,  and  has  divided  only 
eight  and  one  fourth  per  cent,  for  all  these  sacrifices  to 
|>ublic  good !  It  has  frirnished  places  of  deposite  for 
mflltotts  of  the  pubKc  money,  and  has  suffered  the  in- 
eonvenience  of  lending,  on  this  deposite,  for  their  own 
benefit  It  has  patriotically  lent  to  Government  its 
paper,  which  drew  no  interest,  and  received  in  ex- 
change Cbvemmmit  paper,  drawing  an  interest  It 
has  even  suflbnd  the  Government  to  receive  its  paper 
for  aU  bonds  and  dues.  **  It  has,  fbr  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Government,  estabtiihed  branches  at  places 
disadvantageous  to  its  business,  and  fW>m  which  no 
profit  was  expected  to  be  derived." 

Permit  your  memorialistB  to  pause,  and,  by  a  view 
«f  the  capital  and  loans  of  the  branbhes  of  the  United 
States'  Bank^  to  estimate  the  value  of  this  last  claim 
on  the  Government 

CapiUtL  Loans, 

Boston  ....  $7«K),000  $998,859 
NswTork  -        -        -    1,800,000        4,176,847 

Baltimore  ....  600,000  1,949,560 
Washington       -        -        -       t00,000  486,285 

Norfolk      ....       600,000  880,170 

<3harteston  -        -        •       600/)00        1,409,916 

Savannah  ....  500,000  1,054,113 
NewOrieans     -        -        -       300,000  611,516 


5,800,000      10,96A,?56 


Nearly  eleven  millions  lent  on  a  capital  of  &^e  mil- 
lions three  hundred  thousand !  A  serious  disappoint- 
ment to  men  who  expected  no  profit  Republics  are 
said  to  be  ungratiefuL  We  are  certainly  so  on  the 
present  occasion. 

The  memorial  next  proceeds  to  associate  the  bank 
with  the  Government,  claiming  to  be  a  nccossary  and 
indivisible  part  of  it,  showing  die  inattfiiciency  of  State 
banks  to  answer  the  dignified  purposes  of  their  insti- 
tution ;  and,  after  repeating,  for  the  tenth  time,  the 
awfiil  calamities  awaiting  their  dissolution,  they  com- 
mend the  hard  case  of  moneyed  aristocraciee  and  of 
rich  widows  and  orphans,  interested  in  dieir  stock,  to 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature.  They 
again  hold  up  the  awful  terrors  of  "  a  general  derange- 
ment of  credit,"  and  pray  for  a  renewal  of  their 
charter. 

Now,  may  it  please  the  Congress,  this  bank  memo- 
pal  is  for  a  grants  worth,  to  the  stockholders,  six  mil- 
lions, and  to  federalism  and  British  influence  sixty 
millions;  and  if  the  memorial  contained  the  truUi, 


tiiere  eould  have  been  no  occask>n  of  presenting  it; 
but  you,  in  your  vrisdom  and  superior  intelligsnee, 
would  have  humbly  jpetitioned  David  Lenox,  prei^dent, 
and  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  UniteMtatei^ 
Bank,  to  please  to  accept  a  renewal  of  their  charier  ibr 
eternity,  or  such  shorter,  term  as  their  honors  should 
appoint 

but  that  memorial  does  not  contain  the  whole  truth. 
All  its  claims  for  services  are  more  than  balanced  bj 
enormous  profits.  Its  threats  of  ruin  to  car  estabUsh- 
ments,  in  case  of  winding  up,  are  bslaneed  by  the  con- 
sideration, that,  in  their  oonecfions  of  fifteen  miUieiis, 
the  stockholders  will  consult  their  own  intsrest :  thejr 
vrfll  not  collect  beyond  the  ability  of  thair  debtois; 
they  will  prefer  the  paper  of  State  baidcs  to  privilB 
notes;  and  they  will  not  press  the  Stats  banks,  so  at 
to  prevent  their  aiding  the  debtois  of  the  United  Ststw* 
Bank.  Whenever  thte  bank  shall  withdraw  from  at* 
culating  medium  its  fits  millions  in  biHs,  it  must  ps^ 
for  those  five  millions  in  specie,  or  the  biUs  of  ^te 
banks,  in  either  of  which  cases  the  circulating  medinn 
vrill  be  restored.  Whenever  the  depositee  of  mora 
than  four  millions  shall  be  withdrawn  from  its  vaoKii 
they  will  be  either  thrown  into  circulation,  or  placid 
in  other  banks.  As  to  their  being  drawn  ihun  the 
country,  let  it  be  recollected  that  foreigners  do  not 
place  their  ftinds  here,  to  remain  inactive,  merely  be- 
cause the  United  Btates*  Bank  is  a  safo  place  of  de- 
posite. But  a  portion  of  the  deposite  is  by  debton  of 
the  bank,  who  vriH  easily  adopt  a  mode  of  transfonriiif 
them  in  die  ledger.  As  to  the  withdrawing  of  sewn 
millions  by  foreigners,  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  wi& 
Ae  prospect ;  but,  if  that  should  be  the  case,  the  Oor- 
emment  can  supply  its  place  with  paper,  which  wiU 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  specie  for  all  boiineM, 
within  our  own  country.  We  regard  the  rspeatsd 
alarms  in  the  memorial  as  hot  only  groundless,  but  n 
a  kind  of  threatening,  ill  suited  to  yonr  digiiity  wA 
our  independence. 

The  bank  memorial  is  a  public  declaration  thai  dM 
Government  and  People  of  the  United  States  are  hM 
in  duress  by  the  memorialists,  and  that  the  contiini' 
ance  of  our  independense  rests  on  their  wiHingne«  to 
continue  their  bank  operattens.  It  contains  an  io*^ 
ing  history  of  fiivors  to  us,  greater  than  tiieir  reytl 
master  ever  urged  upon  the  colonies.  It  declares  thA 
in  the  management  of  the  power  of  the  purse,  Cv 
twenty  years,  it  has  done  everything  for  us,  and  hi* 
rendered  itself  necessary  to  our  AUure  existence.  I» 
silent  language  is,  <'  though  we  fail  to  conquer  yiW  ^ 
the  sword,  we  hold  you  suspended  by  the  purse  stringi- 
We  demand  your  gratitude  for  such  use  of  our  fandi 
as  we  have  conde^nded  to  permit  you  to  pay  fox\ 
and  now,'  if  the  power  is  to  be  withdrawn  firom  us,  tM 
your  establishments  of  commerce,  finance,  agricultore, 
and  the  arts,  ^all  fall  with  us.*' 

This  language  ui  not  from  a  band  of  patriots,  w^ 
undertook  to  aid  the  nation,  in  the  first  struggles  ^ 
self-government,  but  of  men,  who,  by  subtlety  and  in- 
tercession, obtained  a  charter,  and  who  have  become 
maeters  of  the  head-waters  of  corruption,  through  tbe 
ill-placed  bounty  of  the  firrt  Congress.  Their  del^ 
to  close  their  affairs,  according  to  law,  was  not  vr 
public  good,  but  in  preparation  for  a  sudden  onset  upon 
a  short  session  of  your  honorable  body.  Hence  0>* 
well-timed  subscriptions  to  some  Republican  F'^J^ 
Hence  Uie  silence  of  Federal  presses,  lest  discsii^ 
should  awake,  in  your  constituents,  the  spirit  of  IT^T 
Hence  the  artificial  depressjpn  of  stock,  notin««niA 
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fidaiJs  ciowdiog  upon  jon.  H«cice  tne  tfaroaging  of 
jwa  aTfinoMt  aad  the  artful  ■onnilifig  of  ewerj  Sona- 
Uc  and  member.  Hence  the  intimationi,  that  a  mil- 
tion  and  quarter  should  be  plaoed  in  yotir  Treamiy,  aa 
aeenaideration  for  the  rain  of  your  oonaCitHMitf ;  and 
hfloce  the  hhameleis  aaiertien,  thai  our  Preeident;  intho 
gained  his  eJevation  by  his  able  of^iitiou  to  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  and  <^er  ndnoua  measurofl,  it  now  in 
&yor  of  renewaL 

The  bank  memorial  with  ita  accompanimentsy  is  an 
alarming  conunentaij  on  the  original  charter.  Ths 
actual  depreciation  of  our  tiiver  and  gold,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  at- 
tempt to  depreciate  the  sterling  virtue  and  repubUgan 
mtegrity  of  our  people. 

HBNBY  PHILLIPS, 
JOSEPH  McCLURG. 
And  sev^y-eight  others. 

Tuesday,  February  5. 

The  bill  making  a  further  distribution  of  such 
laws  of  the  United  States  as  respect  the  public 
landa  was  read  the  seeond  time. 

Mr.  Cgtts,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  m^ky"g  ftirihef  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Bn- 
gineen  correetlf  engrossed  ^  and  the  hill  was 
taken  up ;  and, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Aitdejison,  recommitted  to 
a  selael  eommlttee,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
farther  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  attd 
Bfessia.  AmiERaoii,  Crawford,  Geumav,  Smith, 
of  Marylaad,  and  Bremt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Andbrbon,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  24th  January  to  consider  theisubject,  reported 
a  bill  aathorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Havre  de  Grace 
Bridge  Company ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
6>r  the  audmission-of  such  State  into  the  Union 
Oft  aa  eqiial  footing  with  the  original  States,  and 
£m  oiheff  pnrpoees ;"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
BaTAfiiH  i<  ^f^  agreed  thai  the  consideration 
tlMtnof  be  farther  postponed  and  paade  the  order 
nf  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commftcee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  tale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  select  committee, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
eordingly*  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  the  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was^  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whola,  the  hill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potp- 
Me  Bridi^  Compaay  to  levy  money  for  the  oh- 
jeci  of  its  incorporation.  On  the  question,  Saali 
tins  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  the 
vote»  beiag  equal,  the  Py BtnsfiT  determined  the 
'    I  ia  the  affirmatif  e. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ol  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserv- 
ed for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  and  fbr 
other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further 
postponed,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
ooDcerniog  the  Bank  of  Aleiandria." 

Orderedj  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navv  of  tbe  United 
States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  wa;s  read  tl^. third  time)  and  passed. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Cn^WFonn  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  jForce  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,^  passed  on  tbe  25th  dayof  Pebrti* 
ary,  1791;  which  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

(The  first  section  tontinues  the  act  of  J1791,  until 
the  4th  of  March,  1831,  subject  to  the  following  condi* 
tlons : 

Sec  2.'The  bank  to  pay  into  ihe  Treasury,  on  or  be- 
fore the  4Bt  October, dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Bank  to  pay  the  United  States  three  per 
cent,  on  all  snms  above  one  million,  which  shall  be 
deposited  hj  the  United  States  for  more  than  one  year. 

Sec.  5.  Capital  may  be  increased  by  the  United 
SUtes  1«,500  shares,  not  exceeding  2,500  in  each  year. 

Sea  6.  United  States  to  have  the  right  to  appoint 
directors  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  they  may 
hold. 

Sec  7.  Present  President  and  Directors  may  serve 
until  the  1st  Monday  in  January,  1812. 

Sec.  8.  Citizens,  bona  Mt  stockholders,  alone  to 
vote  for  directors  to  attend  meetings. 

Sec  9.  Bank  permitted  to  hold  property  under  cer- 
tain limitations. 

Sec  10.  Not  to  issue  notes  to  greater  amount  than 
thc(  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in. 

Sec  11.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment shall  have  the  right  to  inspect  books,  dtc 

Sec  12.  Act  to  punish  frauds  on  the  bank  continued 
in  force. 

Sec.  13.  This  act  to  be  Toid  if  terms  not  accepted 
within  three  months.  ,        ,  , 

Sec  14.  So  much  of  act  of  1791  repealed  as  pledges 
Congress  to  grant  a  charter  tono  other  bank  during 
the  continuance  of  this  corporation.^ 

Mr.  CRAWPCtB»  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committeeto  the  Sec- 
reUry  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  thereto  on  ihe  subject  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

SsiTATB  CsAXBcm,  Jbn.  29,  1811. 

Sib:  The  committee  €f  the  Senate  to  whom  has 
been  referred  tbe  memorial  of  the  President  and  Dweo- 
tors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  prayfaig  ibr  a 
renewal  of  their  charter,  have  directed  me  to  request 
yon  to  state  to  the  committee,  whether,  in  your  opin- 
ion, the  renewal  of  the  said  charter  will  not  greatly 
faeiUtate  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  promote 
ithe  puWic  weltee*    In  eeasplying  with  this  rwueel,  it 
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U  «xpected  thai  you  will  ftiraiflh  the  eommittee  with 
th0  &ct8  and  reasoning  upon  which  your  opinion  hai 
been  formed,  together  with  such  other  information  upon 
this  sul^ect  aa  may  be  in  your  possession. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  and  Teiy 
humble  servanty 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

To  the  Hon.  Albxbt  Gallatik. 

Tbxasubt  Dbpabtmbitt, 

8in :  Having  already,  in  a  report  to  the  Senate  of 
Sd  March,  1809,  expressed  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
an  opinion  which  remains  unchanged,  I  can  only  add 
a  few  ezj^anatory  remarks  in  answer  to  the  inquiries 
of  the  committee  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  yesterday. 

The  banking  system  is  now  firmly  established,  and, 
in  its  ramifications,  extends  to  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  Under  that  system,  the  assistance  of  banks 
appears  to  me  necessary  for  the  punctual  collection  of 
the  revenue,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission 
of  public  moneys.  That  the  punctuality  of  payments 
is  principally  due  to  banks,  is  a  fact  generally  acknowl- 
edged. It  is,  to  a  certain  degree,  enforced  by  (he  refu- 
sal of  credit  at  the  custom-house,  so  long  as  a  former 
revenue  bond  actually  due  remains  unpaid.  But  I 
think,  nevertheless,  that,  in  order  to  insure  that  precis- 
ion in  the  collection,  on  which  depends  a  correspond- 
ing discharge  of  the  public  engagements,  it  would,  if 
no  use  was  made  of  banks,  be  found  necessary  to  abol- 
ish altogether  the  credit  now  given  on  the  payment  of 
duties ;  a  measure  which  would  affect  the  commercial 
capital,  and  fall  heavily  on  the  consumers.    Tbat  the 

CMic  moneys  are  safer  by  being  weekly  deposited  in 
ks,  instead  of  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  collect- 
ors, is  self-evident  And  their  transmission,  whenever 
this  may  be  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  making  pay- 
ments in  other  places  than  those  of  collection,  cannot, 
with  any  convenience,  be  effected  on  a  large  scale  in 
an  extensive  country,  except  through  the  medium  of 
banks,  or  of  persons  acting  as  bankers. 

The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  a  bank  incorpo- 
rated by  the  United  States,  or  a  number  of  banks  in- 
corporated by  the  several  States,  be  most  convenient 
for  those  purposes. 

State  banks  may  be  used,  and  must,  in  case  of  a 
non-renewal  of  the  charter,  be  used  by  the  Treasury. 
Preparatory  arrangements  have  already  been  made  to 
that  effect ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness will  be  transacted  through  their  medium,  with  less 
convenience,  and,  in  some  respects,  with  perjiaps  less 
■afisty  than  at  present,  but  without  any  insuperable 
difficulty.  The  difference  with  respect  to  safety  results 
from  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  wUch  it  b  responsible  for  the  money  depos- 
ited in  any  of  its  branches,  while  each  of  the  State 
banks  which  may  be  employed  will  be  responsible  only 
for  the  sums  in  its  own  hands.  Thus  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  now  answerable  for  the  moneys  col- 
lected at  New  Orleans,  and  deposited  there  in  its 
branch,  a  security  which  will  be  lost  under  a  different 
arrangement.  Nor  will  the  United  States  have  any 
other  control  over  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of 
the  banks  may  be  conducted,  than  what  may  result 
fiom  the  power  of  withdrawing  the  public  depositee ; 
and  they  will  lose  that  which  a  charter  or  a  depend- 
enoe  on  the  General  Government  for  a  charter  now 
gives  over  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  &cility 
of  obtftiniog  tuch  aocomwodatioiM  as  may  at  timea  be 


wanted,  wiU,  for  the  same  reason,  be  lessened,  and  tks 
national  power  will  to  that  extent  be  impured.  Itmi^ 
be  added  that,  even  for  the  ordinary  business  of  reoeb- 
ing  and  transmitting  public  moneys,  the  Use  of  a  State 
bank  may  be  forbidden  by  the  State,  and  that  kMuu  te 
the  United  States,  are,  by  many  of  the  charters,  forbid- 
den, widiout  a  special  permission  ^m  the  State. 

As  it  if  not  pereeived,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  sin- 
gle advantage  will  accrue  to  the  public  from  the  change, 
no  reason  presents  itself,  on  the  grounds  of  expediency, 
why  an  untried  system  should  be  substitute  to  one 
under  which  the  Treasury  business  has  so  long  1>een 
conducted  with  perfect  security  to  the  United  States, 
and  great  convenience  not  only  to  the  officers  but  abo 
to  all  those  who  have  had  payments  of  a  public  natnis 
to  make  or  Uy  receive. 

It  does  not  seem  neceswry  to  advert  to  the  partkv- 
lar  objections  made  against  the  present  charter,  as 
these  may  easily  be  obviated  by  proper  alterations. 
What  has  been  called  a  National  Bank,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  new  Bank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
the  existing  one,  may  be  obtained  by  such  alterations. 
The  capital  may  be  extended  and  more  equally  distrib- 
uted ;  new  stockholders  may  be  substituted  to  the  ibr- 
eigners,  as  had  been  suggei^  in  the  report  of  the  Sd 
March,  18^ ;  and  any  other  modifications,  whicAmay 
be  thought  expedient,  may  be  introduced,  withoat  h»- 
terrupting  the  operations  of  the  institution  now  in 
force,  and  without  disturbing  all  the  commercial  eoB- 
cerns  of  the  country. 

IC  indeed,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ^conld  be 
removed  without  affecting  either  its  numerous  debten, 
the  other  moneyed  institutions,  or  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  the  ordinary  fiscal  operations  of  GoTem- 
ment  would  not  be  materially  deranged,  and  might  be 
carried  on  by  means  of  another  general  bank,  or  (tf 
State  banks.  But  the  transition  will  be  attended  with 
much  individual,  and,  probably,  with  no  inconsiderable 
public  injury.  It  is  impossible  that  an  institution 
which  circulates  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to 
whom  the  merchants  owe  fourteen,  should  terminate 
its  operations,  partlculariy  in  the  present  unfiivorable 
state  of  the  American  commerce,  and  after  the  great 
losses  lately  experienced  abroad,  without  giving  a  se- 
rious shock  to  commercial,  banking,  and  national 
credit  It  is  not  intended  to  overrate  the  extent  of 
an  evil  which  there  are  no  certain  data  to  appreciate. 
And,  without  expatiatmg  on  the  fktal  and  unavoidable 
effiiets  on  its  dividends,  without  dwelling  on  the  tncon- 
venience  of  repaying,  at  this  time,  te  Europe  m  capital 
of  seven  millions,  and  without  adverting  to  o^er  pos- 
sible dangera  of  a  more  general  nature,  it  appears  su^ 
ficient  to  state  that  the  same  body  of  men  who  owe 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  to  the  bank,  owe  also  ten 
or  twelve  to  the  United  States,  on  which  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  for  this  year  altogether  depend  ;  aod 
that,  exclusively  of  absolute  failures,  it  is  improbable 
that  both  debts  can  be  punctually  paid  at  the  same 
time.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the  approaching 
non-importation  will  considerably  lessen  the  efficiency 
of  the  provision  by  which  subsequent  credits  are  re- 
fused to  importers  who  have  not  discharged  former 
revenue  ibonds.  Upon  the  whole,  a  perfect  conviction 
is  felt,  that,  in  the  critical  situation  of  the  oonntiy, 
new  evib  ought  not  to  be  superadded,  and  a  pMiJbae 
experiment  be  attempted,  unless  requiced  by  an  impe- 
rious necessity.  ,  • 

In  these  haky  remarks,  I  have  not  adverted  to  the 
question  of  conatitatiMiali^t  wluch  is  not  a  avl^iflct  oC 
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dmcamkm  lor  the  Seorttaij  of  tlie  Tnasmy.  PernMt 
BM,  liowoTer^  for  my  own  8«ke,  siiiiply  to  state,  thet 
ike  bank  charter,  faaiiBg  for  a  number  of  years  been 
acted  upon  or  acquiesced  in  as  if  Constitutional  by  all 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  and  thinking 
myself  the  uae  of  banks  to  be  at  present  necessary  /or 
the  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  General 
GoTemaent,  the  continuation  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  hijs  not,  in  the  view  which  I  hare  been  able 
to  take  of  the  subject,  appeared  to  me  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional. 

'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent eervant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  GmxwYOBD,  Chairman. 


Wednesday,  February  6. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Hazeo,  relict  of  the  late  Br^adier  General 
Moaes  Hazeo,  praying  a  grant  of  land  may  be 
made  to  her,  as  a  Caaadtaii  refugee,  or  that  a 
small  additioB,  in  lieo  thereof,  may  be  added  to 
b«r  present  pension  from  Oongrees,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  f  and 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Franklin,  and  German,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  pre^nced  the  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  stating  that  he  has  made  sundry  ad- 
▼aoces  of  money  in  the  course  of  his  military  ser- 
rice^  for  which,  no  provision  bavins  been  made  by 
law,  be  cannot  obtain  credit  therefor  at  the  prop- 
er accounting  offices;  and  that  he  is  improperly 
charged  on  the  booli^  of  the  War  Department 
with  disbursements  made  by  him  in  the  posecu- 
tion  of  certain  orders  from  the  Exeoative,  and 
praying  relief,  for  reasons  therein  mentioned ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Campbell, 
and  Gbbgo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  *'  the  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  reported  it  with 
amendments;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  compensation  to 
John  Eogene  Leitzendorfer^  for  services  rendered 
the  Unit^  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  The  House  have  passed 
a  bilL  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
uel Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Salem  Meetiag-hoose,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri* 
tery;  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory;" 
ia  which  bilb  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Beaate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
lead,  and  passed  to  the  second  rmidinff. 
^  The  amendmeDt  of  the  House  of  K^presenta- 
tives  to  the  hill,  entitled  ''Au  act  making  com- 


peosation  to  John  Eugene  Leitzendorler,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States  in  the  war  with 
Tripoli,"  was  read. 

Mr.  Crawforo,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  tOx authorize  the 
payment  of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pen- 
sions, and  for  other  purposes.  And  the  bill  was 
read  aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  concerning  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Govern  men  t  for  the 
vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven;"  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendment,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  agreed  tnat  the  further 
consideration  of  the  hill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  StnaU  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  wilh  their  resolution  of-  the  first  in- 
stant. JAMES  MADISON. 

FlBBOABT  6,  1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land,  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  and  after  progress,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sakof  public  land  in  the  Territories  of  Orleansand 
Louisiana,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended* 

BesUvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

THtmsDAY,  February  7. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  an  act,' 
entitled  ''An  act  to  iacorporale  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  oa  the 
twenty-fifth  dajr  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain 
certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Anderson  gaVe  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask;  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  Havre  de  Qrace 
Bridge  Company,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  bill,' entitled  ^An  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  the  land  office  establishefi  at 
Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  to  authorize  the  Re- 
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gister  and  Receiver  of  Poblic  Moneys  to  superiD- 
teDd  the  pabltc  sales  of  land  in  the  district  east  of 
Pearl  river," reported  it  with  amendntents ;  which 
were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis, 
Samuel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Qreqo,  Franklin, 
and  Bbadlet,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Worthinqton,  Campbell,  and  Frank- 
UN.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  eonstitntion  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  looting  with  the 
ori|[final  States,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pUss  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  RobiRiton,  Smith  of 
Mwn^land,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer, 
Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  ChampUn,  Dana,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

So  it  was  Beiolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitlea  ^*An  act  making  appro- 
pHatioBs  for  the  support  of  Qovemment  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven*" 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  i>ill,  entitled  "An  act  making  compensation 
to  John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  ror  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley, 

BeBohedj  That  they  disagree  thereto. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsident  op  the  United  Stated : 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  Staiee : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Treasury,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the 
Blst  January  last.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FlBBUAEt  7,  1811. 

The  MessBji^e  and  report  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  a  further  distributioD  of 
such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  respect  the  pub- 
lie  lands.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
IB  tiie  affirmative. 


Mr.  FBAitKbiN,  from  the  commKtee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ineorpo* 
rating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colambia, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion;  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  information  as  he  may  possess  rela- 
tive to  the  accounts  of  George  W.  Erving,  for 
his  services  and  compensation  for  attending  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  established  under  the 
seventh  article  of  the  British  treaty. 


Fbiday,  February  8. 

Mr.  Andebbpn  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
brinff  in  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  ia 
tbe  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Andbbsoii,  from  thp  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Porter,  a  Commander  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  tha 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resiuned,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  providina  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  atlwh- 
ville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee^  and  Canton,  ia 
the  Smte  of  Ohio :  and  to  authorize  tha  Register 
and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  superioiend 
the  Dublic  sales  of  land  in  the  district  east  of 
Pearl  River,"  together  with  tbe  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee  ;  and  hav- 
ing agreed  thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  aocordinglv. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thinl 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  deterdlined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Cutts  reported,  from  the  committee,  tha 
bill  making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  respect  tbe  public  lands,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  tbe  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  Biakiog  fortber  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engii^eers,  toffetber  with  the  amendmanu 
reported  thereto  bv  tne  select  committee ;  iHid 
having  agreed  to  tne  amendments,  the  President 
reporm  the  bill  to  the  House  acoot dingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  to  strike  out,  in  see- 
tion  five,  line  two.  after  the  word  '<  buildinfl^" 
the  following  words:  "at  such  place  as  shall  be 
designatedby  the  President  of  the  United  States,'* 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  "mdarlisle,in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania:" 
a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for :  and 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  de- 
termined ia  the  ne^tive— yeas  li,  nays  17,  aa 
follows : 

YsAB — Messrs.  Condit,  German,  Gilman,  Goodnbk» 
Gie^,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Pickeriog, 
Reed,  Robinson,  Sfliith  of  Maryland,  and  Whiteside. 

Nats — Messrs.  Andenon,  Beyard,  Bradley*  Brent, 
Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


un 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBBeS. 


I 


134 


Fjimdabt,  181L 


Proceedings. 


BSHJL'! 


±T1. 


Gflet,  Honej^  Pope,  Tai^  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Wor- 
UungtoD. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
und  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de« 
termined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  cer- 
*  tain  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

On  motiooj  by  Mr.  Bhaolbt,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  incorporating  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  of  Al- 
exandria, in  the  tfistrict  of  Columbia,"  was  read 
the  thirdf  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  oy  Mr.  BaAnLEY, 

Besolved,  That  a  committ^ee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estaolishinff  an 
additional  collection  district  on  the  nortnem 
boandaries  of  the  United  States,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bbaoley,  Germak,  and 
Cbawfobo,  be  the  committee* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Havre  de 
Grace  Bridge  Company.  And  on  the  question. 
Sh&U  this  bul  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of 
tfaie  ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia. 
Ana  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to 
haTe  fall  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido, 
pnnuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Oa  motion^  by^  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  8th  of  December 
on  to  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Bbent  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Betolpfd,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  biO  maidng  compensation  to  certain  officers  of  the 


Mr.  BeaolbTj  from  the  committee  appointed 
this  day  to  consider  the  subject,  reportea  the  bill 
to  establbh  the  districts  of  Memphreyma^og, 
of  Oswagatchie,  and  of  the  White  Mountains; 
and  the  oill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
xeadiDg. 

Mr.  Ulay  presented  the  petition  of  Philip  Ham- 
mood,  on  benalf  of  himself  and  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Prior,  deceased,  praying  that  he  and  the 
said  heirs  may  be  compensated  for  certain  services 
tendered  by  him  and  the  said  John  Prior  to  the 
United  States,  as  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  ana  referred  tp  a  select  committee^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Clay,  Campbell,  and  Franklin, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 
11th  Con.  3d  Ssss.— 5 


Monday,  February  11.  ~ 

Mr.  Giles  introduce<{  a  bill  in  addition  to  a^ 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system' 
of  the  United  States,"  as  follows:  .' 

•"Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  daring  the  term  of  th^ 
Supreme  Court  of  die  United  States,  commencing  on, 
the  first  Monday  of  February  instant,  the  said  courft 
•hall  be  holden  by  the  Justices  thereof,  or  any  three  or 
them :  Pravidedy  that  in  case  only  three  Judges  W 
present,  the  said  court  shall  not  have  power  to  hear  or 
determine  any  case,  without  the  consent  of  the  parties 
or  their  counsel,  except  those  brought  before  the  court 
from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  refarred  to  Messri* 
BayarOj  Qilbs,  and  Clay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a  com* 
mander  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time« 

The  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  com* 
mittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  andMessra^ 
WoRTBiNOTON,  Andbrson,  and  Grboq,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  districts  of  Memphrey* 
magog,  of  Osweffatchie,  and  of  the  White  Moun- 
tains, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its  iBr 
corporation. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Piokerinq,  the  bill  was 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Pigkbrino, 
ANOEasoN,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
piayment  of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pen- 
sions, and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Crawforo,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Franklin,  GoooRica, 
Bradley,  and  Condit,  were  appointed  the  comr 
mittee. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  farther  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  the  blank  filled.  On  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended?  it  was  detei;- 
mined  in  the  amrmative— yeas  19,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bavard,  Bradley,  Camp- 
bell, Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Oaillaid, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Ta^t, 
T^lor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib»  Pickering,  Reed,  and  Rob. 
inson. 

Beeolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *'An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  Corps  of  Engineers.^ 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  in  Committee 
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Sjt  the  Whole,  and  the  President  reported  the  bill 
ho  the  House  accordingljr. 
'    On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
^nd  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
hiined,  by  unanimous  consent,  in  the  affirmative. 
1^  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
V  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  election 
Jof  sheriffs,  in  the  Indiana  Territory ;"  also,  the 
"  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  for  the  further 
protection  of  American  seamen;"  in  which  bills 
they  desire  the  eoncurrence  of  the  Senate.    They 
have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  bill  en- 
titled *'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Poto- 
mac," with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
met  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate;  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Georgetown," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  Senate.    The  House  of  Represent- 
atives concur  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
except  the  second,  to  which  they  do  not  agree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  last  mentioned  bill  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Batard,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  two  last  bills  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  iudicial  system  of  the  United  States,"  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  2, 
as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bsyard,  Bradley,  Camp- 
bell, Champlin,  Clay,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana,  Frank- 
lin, Oaillard,  German,  Griles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  "Whiteside. 

NATs-^Messn.  Reed  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  sys- 
tem or  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Pickering,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  enable  the  George- 
town Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
ject of  its  incorporation,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions, 


and  for  other  purposes,  asked  leave  to  report  a 
new  bill ;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  that  Legislature,  approving  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  respecting  titles  of  nobility ;  which  were 
read.  I 

Ordered^  That  they  be  transmitted  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State.        I 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the    { 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  oomplying  with  their  resolution  of  the 
7th  instant  JAMES  MADISON. 

FXBRVART  11,  1811. 

The  Messa£[e  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNFTBD  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  dajr  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Mr.  Anderson  said  that  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  before 
the  Senate,  and  not  feeling  himself  at  liberty  to 
oppose  the  introduction  of  the  report,  yet^  think- 
ing it  might  be  advisable  to  try  the  principle  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  discuss  the  details,  he  should 
move  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He 
would  barely  observe  that,  was  this  not  a  ques- 
tion which  was  generally  understood,  on  which 
not  only  every  member  of  this  House,  but  every 
citizen  of  the  United  States  had  made  up  his 
mind^  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  offer  rea- 
sons in  support  of  the  motion ;  but^  inasmuch  as 
it  was  a  question  which  every  gentleman  bad 
doubtless  decided  in  his  own  mind,  he  felt  unwill- 
ing to  take  up  any  more  of  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  especiallv  so  late  in  the  session,  when 
there  was  so  much  business  of  importance  before 
them,  which  required  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Crawford  said  this  was  a  way  of  dis- 
posing of  business  which  struck  him  as  some- 
what astonishing.  A  bill  was  proposed  to  the 
Senate  to  continue  in  operation  an  institution  of 
twenty  years  standing,  the  ^ood  efi*ects  of  which 
had  been  universally  experienced,  whose  influ- 
ence on  the  public  pros{)crity  was  admitted  by 
all;  and,  without  assigning  any  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  continued,  they  were  told  that  the 
public  sentiment  had  decided  the  question,  and 
every  gentleman  must  have  made  up  his  niiind. 
He  appealed  to  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion,  whether  this  was  a  fair  and  magnani- 
mous mode  of  procedure.  How  was  it  possible 
for  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  meet  objections 
never  made  ?  To  foresee  the  grounds  on  which 
gentlemen  would  have  made  up  their  minds? 
Surely,  when  a  question  of  this  magnitude  wms 
to  be  decidedj  it  ought  to  he  expected  that  aooie 
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Qos  should  be  offered  why  the  bill  should  be 
eted.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  if  the  honorable 
JemaQ  from  Tennessee  chose  to  reil  himself 
argument  from  discussion,  on  the  ground 
he  had  made  up  bis  mind,  that  some  gentie- 
.  would  condescend  to  give  reasons  in  favor 
le  motion. 

Lr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  said  there  was  cer- 

ly  nothing  novel  in  the  course  taken  by  the 

deman  from  Tennessee.  The  gentleman  fVom 

yrgia  could  not  be  ignorant  t&t  some  of  the 

i^^te  Legislatures  had  taken  the  subject  up.    It, 

therefore,  became  the  duty,  with  ail  respect  to 

his  frieno  from  (Georgia,  or  th#  introducer  of  the 

bill  to  give  some  reason  to  induce  the  Senate  to 

gire  their  rotes  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 

Mr.  Anderson  said  that  lie  had  deemed  it 
strictly  proper  and  parliamentary  to  make  the 
motion  which  he  had  offered  to  the  House.  He 
deemed  it  incumbent  on  those  who  meant  to  sup- 
]>ort  this  bill  to  assign  the  reasons  why  the  sec- 
tion should  not  be  struck  out.  To  his  mind,  Mr. 
A.  said,  this  system  was  infinitely  more  injurious 
than  beneficial;  it  created  a  kind  of  fictitious 
wealth  in  the  community;  destroyed  in  a  degree 
the  firm  principles  of  our  political  institutions; 
and,  if  we  went  on  with  it  for  twenty  years  more, 
we  should  be  at  least  fifty  years  older,  he  would 
not  say  in  corruption,  but  in'  the  want  of  the 
strict  political  virtue  which,  if  the  bank  had 
never  have  existed,  we  might  have  maintained. 
This  opinion  was  a  sufficient  objection,  without 
saying  anything  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
thing,  which  to  him  had  always  been  a  para- 
mount objection. 

Mr.  Crawford  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Tennessee  and  Maryland  had  misconceived  what 
he  liad  said.  He  had  not  complained  that  the 
motion  was  made;  nothing  like  it.  He  knew 
that  sach  a  course  was  sometimes  pursued.  But 
it  was  the  first  time  he  ever  knew  such  a  motion 
to  be  made  without  a  discussion  of  the  details, 
without  a  detailed  statement  of  the  reasons  for 
opposing  such  and  such  provisions.  He  must  be 
permittel  to  state  that  such  a  course  was  not 
Usual  in  this  or  any  other  body,  as  that  a  chair- 
man should  be  called  upon  to  state  reasons  which 
indoced  a  committee  to  renort  any  provision, 
when  a  motion  was  made  wnich  went  to  put  an 
end  Co  any  discussion  of  the  detail.  Gentlemen 
assumed  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question; 
they  were  about  to  defeat  the  bill — oujjht  they 
not  to  assign  their  reasons?  What  a  situation 
am  I  placed  in,  said  Mr.  O.  How  is  it  possible 
I  can  foresee  all  the  objecuons  to  the  bill  ?  And 
if  perchance  I  should  foresee  them  and  defeat 
them,  will  not  gentlemen  say  these  are  not  the 
reasons  which  influenced  their  votes?  It*  is 
tike  pursuing  a  wllUo'-the-wisp;  you  can  never 
arrive  at  the  true  object  of  pursuit.  I  should 
humbly  hope,  sir,  that  some  gentleman,  who 
wishes  to  put  an  end  to  this  bul,  would  assign 
the  reasons  on  which  he  detec^ined  to  give  his 
rote, 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  MarylancL  said  he  had  always' 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  a  committee  to  in- 


form the  Senate  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
them  to  report  a  bill.  I  was  not  on  the  commit- 
tee, said  he.  There  were  but  five  on  it;  and  con- 
sequently there  are  twenty-nine  of  us  who  can- 
not tell  what  induced  that  gentleman  to  report 
the  bill  which  has  produced  this  agitation  amonff 
us,  and  which  some  of  the  Sutes  have  declared 
hostile  to  the  Constitution.  I  was  so  certain 
that  the  gentleman  would  give  his  view  of  the 
subject,  that  I  did  not  come  prepared  to  enter 
into  the  question.  I  did  expect  to  hear  some- 
thing from  that  gentleman  which  I  or  some  other 
gentleman  would  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
give  an  answer  to. 

Mr.  Crawford  said  that  he  should  proceed| 
though  reluctantly,  to  explain  the  reasons  of  the 
committee  for  reporting  the  bill,  which  b  now 
under  consideration.    After  the  most  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  Constitution,  the  majority  of 
that  committee  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  were  clearly 
invested  with  power  to  pass  such  a  bill.    The 
object  of  the  Constitution  was  two-fold :  1st,  the 
delegation  of  certain  general  powers,  of  a  national 
nature,  to  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States; 
and  2d,  the  limitation  or  restriction  of  the  State 
sovereignties.    Upon  the  most  thorough  exami- 
nation of  this  instrument,  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  many  of  the  various  constructions 
given  to  it  are  the  result  of  a  belief  that  it  is 
absolutely  perfect.    It  has  become  so  extremely 
fashionable  to  eulogize  this  Constitution,  whe- 
ther the  object  of  the  eulogist  is  the  extension  or 
contraction  of  the  powers  of  the  Qovernment, 
that  whenever  its  eulogium  is  pronounced,  I  feel 
an  involuntary  apprehension  of  mischief.    Upon 
the  faith  of  this  imputed  perfection,  it  has  been  ' 
declared  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  entire  spirit 
and  character  of  this  instrument,  to  suppose  that 
after  it  has  given  a  general  power  it  should 
afterwards  delegate  a  specific  power  fairly  com- 
prehended within  the  g^eneral  power.    A  rational 
analysis  of  the  Constitution  will  refute  in  the 
most  demonstrative  manner  this  idea  of  its  per- 
fection.   This  analysis  may  excite  unpleasant 
sensations;  it  may  assail  honest  prejudices;  for 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  honest  prejudices  fre- 
quently exist,  and  are  many  times  perfectly  in- 
nocent.   But  when  these  prejudices  tend  to  de- 
stroy even  the  object  of  their  affection,  it  is  es- 
sentially necessary  that  they  should  be  eradicated. 
In  the  present  case,  if  there  be  any  who,  under 
the  conviction  that  the  Constitution  is  perfect 
are  disposed  to  give  it  a  construction  that  wiU 
render  it  wholly  imbecile,  the  public  welfare  re- 
quires that  the  veil  should  be  rent,  and  that  its 
imperfection  should  be  disclosed  to  public  view* 
By  this  disclosure  it  will  cease  to  be  the  object 
of^adoration,  but  it  will  nevertheless  be  entitled 
to  our  warmest  attachment. 

The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion contains  amon^  others  the  following  grant  of 
powers,  viz:  to  coin  money,  regulate  tM  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard 
of  weights  and  measures;  to  raise  and  support 
armies;  to  provide  an^.^mj^ti^rtcWyj  <^ 
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regulate  eommeree  wicb  foreign  nations,  anil 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  to, establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
This  selection  contains  five  grants  of  general 
power.    Under  tlie  power  to  coin  money  it  is 
conceived  that  Congress  would  have  a  right  to 
provide  for  the  panishment  of  counterfeiting  the 
money  after  it  was  coined,  and  that  this  power  is 
fairly  incidental  to,  and  comprehended  in,  the 
general  power.    The  power  to  raise  armies  and 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy  eomfirehends,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt,  the  right  to  make 
roles  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces;  and  yet  in  these  three 
cases,  the  Constitution,  after  making  the  grant  of 
general  power,  delegates  specifically  the  powers 
which  are  fairly  comprehended  within  tbe  ^n- 
eral  power.    If  this,  however,  should  be  denied, 
the  construction  which  has  been  uniformly  given 
to  the  remaining  powers  which  have  been  select- 
ed, will  establish  the  fact  beyond  the  power  of 
contradiction.     Under  the   power  to  i^egulate 
commerce.  Congress  has  exercised  the  power  of 
erecting  light-houses,  as  incidental  to  that  power, 
and  fairly  comprehended  within  it.    Under  the 
power  to  establish  post  offices,  and  post  roadsj 
Congress  has  provided  for  the  punishment  of 
o£[ences  against  the  Post  Office  Department.    If 
the  Congress  can  exercise  an  incidental  power 
not  ffranted  in  one  case,  it  can  in  all  ca^es  of  a 
similar  kind.    But  it  is  said,  that  the  enumera- 
tion of  certain  powers  excludes  all  other  powers 
not  enumerated.    This  is  true  so  far  as  original 
sabstantive  grants  of  power  are  concerned,  but  it 
if  not  true  when  applied  to  express  grants  of 
power,  which  are  strictly  incidental  to  some 
original  and  substantive  grant  of  power.    If  it 
were  true  in  relation  to  them,  Congress  could  not 
pass  a  law  to  punish  offences  against  the  Post 
Office  Bstablishment,  because  the  Constitution 
has  expressly  given  the  power  to  punish  offences 
igainst  the  current  coin,  and  as, it  has  given  the 
power  to  punish  offences  committed  arainst  that 
grant  of  general  power,  and  has  withheld  it  in 
relation  to  the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and 
poet  roads.    Congress  cannot,  according  to  this 
rttlc  of  construction,  so  warmly  contended  for,  pass 
any  law  to  provide  for  tbe  punishment  of  such 
oienees.    The  power  to  make  rules  for  the  regu- 
V  lation  and  government  of  tbe  land  and  naval 
ibrcea,  I  have  shown  to  be  strictly  incidental  to 
the  power  to  raise  armies,  and  provide  and  main- 
tain navies;  but,  according  to  this  rule  of  con-, 
stmctaon,  all  incidental  powers  are  excluded  ex- 
cept the  few  which  are  enumerated,  which  would 
exclude  from  all  claim  to  constitutionality,  nearly 
one  half  of  your  laws,  and,  what  is  still  more  to 
be  deprecated^  would  render  your  Constitution 
equally  imbecile  with  the  old  articles  of  confed- 
eration.   When  we  come  to  examine  the  4th  arti- 
cle, tbe  absurdity  of  this  rule  of  construction,  and 
alto  of  the  idea  of  perfection  which  has  been 
attribated  to  the  Constitution,  will  be  equally 
maniflBst.    This  article  appears  to  be  of  a  mis- 
cellaneous character  and  very  similar  to  the 
codicil  of  a  wilL    The  first  artiete  provides  for 


the  organization  of  Congress;  defines  iu  powers; 
prescribes  limitations  upon  the  powers  previously 
granted ;  and  sets  metes  and  bounds  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  Governments.  /The  second 
article  provides  for  the  organization  of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  and  defines  its  power  and 
duty.  The  3d  article  defines  the  tenure  by  which 
the  persons  in  wtom  the  judicial  power  may  be 
▼este4  shall  hold  their  offices,  and  prescribes  the 
extent  of  their  power  and  jurisdiction.  These 
three  articles  provide  for  the  three  great  depart- 
ments of  Oovernment  called  into  existence  by 
the  Constitution,  but  some  other  provisions  just 
then  occur,  wbiclv  ought  to  have  been  included 
in  one  or  the  other  of  the  preceding  articles,  and 
these  provisions  are  incorporated  and  cooapoie 
the  4th  article.  The  Isi  section  of  it  declares, 
that  '*fuU  faith  and  credit  shall  be  giveH  in  each 
State,  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial 
proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Con- 
gress may  by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner 
in  which  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall 
be  i>roved,  and  the  effect  thereof."  In  the  second 
section  it  declares,  that  a  person,  charged  in  anj 
State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who 
shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another 
State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  Executive  anthor- 
ity  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered 
up,  to  be  removed  to  the  Slate  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  crime.  A  similar  provision  is  con- 
tained in  the  same  section,  relative  to  fugitives 
who  are  bound  to  labor,  by  the  laws  of  any  State. 
In  the  first  case  which  has  been  selected,  express 
authority  has  been  ^iven  to  Congress,  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  in  which  the  records,  oc^ 
should  be  proved,  and  also  the  effect  lhereof|^but 
in  the  other  two,  no  authority  is  given  to  Con- 
gress, and  yet  the  bare  inspection  of  the  three 
cases  will  prove  that  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress is  less  necessary  in  the  first  than  in  the  tvo 
remaining  cases.  A  record  must  always  be 
proved  by  itself,  because  it  is  the  highest  evidence 
of  which  the  case  admits.  The  effect  of  a  record 
ought  to  depend  upon  the  laws  of  the  State  oi 
which  it  is  a  record,  and,  therefore,  the  power  to 
prescribe  the  effect  of  a  record  was  wholly  unne- 
cessary, and  has  been  so  held  b^  Congress— no 
law  having  been  passed  to  prescribe  the  effect  of 
a  record.  In  the  second  case  there  seems  to  be 
some  apparent  reason  for  passing  a  law  to  ascer- 
tain the  officer  upon  whom  the  demand  is  to  be 
made;  what  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the 
person  demanded  and  of  the  guilt  of  the  partf 
charged  must  be  produced  before  the  oblij^ti^^ 
to  deliver  shall  be  complete.  Tbe  same  app^f' 
ent  reason  exists  for  the  passage  of  a  law  rela- 
tive to  fugitives  from  labor.  According  how- 
ever, to  the  rule  of  construction  contenaed  for, 
Congress  cannot  pass  any  law  to  carry  the  Con* 
stitution  into  effect,  in  tbe  two  last  cases  selected, 
because  express  power  has  been  given  in  the 
first  and  is  withheld  in  the  two  last.  Congress 
has  nevertheless  passed  laws  to  carry  those  pro- 
visions into  effect,  and  this  exercise  of  power  has 
never  been  complained  of  by  the  people  or  the 
States*  f  -  I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


137 


HlBTOitT  OF  C0NQI»!I3S. 


188 


PWMU^AUYy  1811. 


Bank  of  ike  United  SUiUe. 


SanATa. 


Mr.  Preudeftt,  it  is  cQOteaded  by  thoae  who 
an  opposed  to  the  passage  of  tiiis  bili,  that  Con- 
gress can  exercise  no  power  by  implication,  and 
yet  it  is  admitted,  nay,  even  asserted,  that  Con- 
gress wonld  have  power  to  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  Constitution  into  effect,  whe- 
ther it  had  given  or  withheld  the  power  which 
is  eontaioed  in  the  following  paragraph  of  the 
Sth  section  of  the  1st  aKicle:  ^to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry  incr 
into  ezecntion  the  foregoing  powers  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  iq  the 
Government  <^  the  United  States  or  in  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof!"  If  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  really  confers  no  power,  it  at  least, 
according  to  this  opinion,  strips  it  of  that  attri- 
bute of  perfection  which  has  bv  these  gentlemen 
been  ascribed  to  it.  But.  sir,  tnis  b  not  the  fact. 
It  does  confer  power  of  the  most  substantial  and 
aalutary  nature.  Let  us,  sir,  take  a  view  of  the 
Constitution  upon  the  supposition  that  no  power 
is  Tested  in  the  Government  by  this  clause,  and 
see  how  the  exclusion  of  power  by  impUeaCion 
can  be  reconciled  to  the  most  important  acts  of 
the  Government.  The  Constitution  has  express- 
ly given  Congress  power  "to  constitute  tribunals 
inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,"  but  it  has  no 
ivhere  expressly  given  the  power  to  constitute 
a  sopreme  court.  In  the  3d  article  it  is  said,  ^  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Tested  in  oae  supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to  titpe 
ordain  and  establish."  The  discretion,  which  is 
here  given  to  Congress,  is  confined  to  the  infe- 
yiof  courts,  which  it  may  from  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establish,  and  not  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  In  the  dbcossion  which  took  place  upon 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  judicial  system  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  year  1802,  this  distinction  is 
strotSffly  insisted  upon  by  the  advocates  for  the 
xepeal.  The  Supreme  Court  was  said  to  be  the 
creature  of  the  Constitution,  and.  therefore,  in- 
tangible, but  that  Congress,  possessing  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  create  or  not  to  create  inferior 
tribunals,  had  the  same  discretionary  power  to 
abolish  them  whenever  it  was  expedient.  But  if 
-even  the  discretionary  power  here  vested  does 
ezienjl  to  the  Supreme  Court,  yet  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  that  court  must  rest  upon 
implication,  and  upon  implicationralone.  Under 
the  authority  to  establish  tribunals  inferior  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  power  to  establish  a  su- 
preme court  would,  according  to  mv  ideas,  be 
vested  in  Congress  bv  implication.  And,  sir,  it 
is  only  vested  by  implication,  even  if  the  declar- 
ation, that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  power  vested  in  any  department  or  officer  of 
the  Government  should  be  held  to  be  an  opera- 
tive grant.  Under  this  grant.  Congress  can  pass 
laws  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  vested  in  the 
judicial  department.  What  are  the  powers  rest- 
ed in  this  department.  That  it  shall  exer<^ise 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
under  this  Constitution,  4bc.,  in  all  eases  affect- 
ing ambassadors,  d&c.,  but  the  power  to  create 


the  department  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  pow- 
ers given  to  or  vested  in  that  department,  are 
very  different  things. 

The  power  to  create  the  Supreme  Co^rt  caa- 
not  be  expressly  granted  in  the  power  to  pass  idl 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powers  vested  in  that  court,  but  must,  as  I 
have  endeavored  to  prove,  be  derived  from  im- 
plication. Let  me  explain  mv  undersunding  of 
a4)ower  which  exists  by  implication,  by  an  ex- 
ample which  will  be  comprehended  by  all  who 
hear  me.  In  a  devise,  an  estate  is  grants  to  Af 
after  the  death  of  B,  and  no  express  dispositi'on 
is  made  of  the  estate  during  the  life  of  A ;  in  that 
case  A  is  said  to  have  an  estate  for  life,  by  impli- 
cation^ in  the  property  so  devised.  So  when  the 
Constitution  gives  the  right  to  create  tribunals 
inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  right  to  create 
the  Supreme  is  vested  in  Congress  by  implica- 
cation.  Shall  we  after  this  be  told  that  Coi^^ress 
cannot  Constitutionally  exercise  any  right  by 
implication  1  By  the  exercise  of  a  right  derived 
only  from  implication.  Congress  has  organized  a 
Supreme  Court,  and  then,  as  incidental  to  power, 
existing  only  by  implication,  it  has  passed  laws 
to  punish  offences  against  the  law  by  which  the 
court  has  been  created  and  organized.  Sir,  the 
rieht  of  the  Government  to  accept  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  exists  only  by  iinplication.  The 
right  of  the  Government  to  purchase  or  accept  of 
places  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
nals,  and  dockyards,  exists  only  by  implication, 
and  yet  no  man  in  the  nation,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  has  complained  of  the  exercise  of 
those  implied  powers,  as  an  unconstitutional  usur- 
pation of  power.  The  right  to  purchase  or  ac- 
cept of  pUces  for  the  erection  of  light-houses,  as 
well  as  the  right  to  erect  and  support  li^ht-houses, 
must  be  derived  by  implication  alone,  if  any  such 
right  exists^  The  clause  in.  the  Constitutiou 
which  gives  Cocigress  the  power  "to  exercise  ex- 
^  elusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over 
'  such  district  (not  Qxceediog  ten  miles  square) 
'  as  may,  by  cession  of  particulfir  States,  and  the 
'  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  Gov- 
^  ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise 
*  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the 
<  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which 
'  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  ma- 
'  ffazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  need- 
'  ful  buildings,"  certainly  gives  no  express  power 
to  accept  or  purchase  an y[  of  the  places,  destined 
for  the  uses  therein  specified.  The  only  power 
expressly  given  in  this  claise  is  that  of  exercis- 
ing exclusive  legislation  in  such  places ;  the  right 
to  accept  or  purchase  must  be  derived  by  impli- 
cation from  this  cTause,  or  it  must  be  shown  to 
be  comprehended  in  or  incidental  to  some  other 

riwer  expressly  delegated  by  the  Constitution, 
shall  now  auempt  to  show,  that  according  to 
the  construction  which  has  been  given  to  other 
parts  of  this  ConsUtution,  Congress. has  the  right 
to  incorporate  a  bank  to  enable  it  to  manage  tha 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation.  If  this  can  be 
done,  and  if  it  can  also  be  shown  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  soeh;  construction  has  never  excited 
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iDurmar  or  complaint-^that  it  has  not  even  been 
questioned,  I  shall  hare  accomplished  everything 
which  it  will  be  incumbent  on  me  to  prove,  to 
justify  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon  your  table. 
The  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts and  excises,  together  with  the  power  to  pass 
all  laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  effect' the  foregoing  powers,  when 
tested  by  the  same  rule  of  construction  which  has 
heen  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution, 
fairly  invests  Congress  with  the  power  to  create 
a  bank.  Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
Congress  exercises  the  right  of  building  and  sup- 
porting Hi^ht-houses.  What  do  we  understand 
by  regulating  commerce?  Where  do  you  ex- 
pect to  find  reffuiations  of  commerce  ?  Will  any 
man  look  for  them  anywhere  else  than  in  your 
treaties  with  foreign  nations,  and  in  your  statutes 
regulating  your  custom-houses  and  custom-house 
omcers  ?  What  are  the  reasons  for  vesting  Con- 
gress with  the  right  to  regulate  comnierce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States  ? 
The  commerce  of  a  nation  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  all  civilized  countries. 
It  depends  upon  compacts  with  other  nations,  and 
whether  they  are  beneficial  or  preiudiciai  de- 
pends not  so  much  on  the  reciprocal  interest  of 
nations  as  upon  their  capacity  to  defend  their 
Tisbts  and  redress  their  wrongs.  It  was  therefore 
highly  important  that  the  right  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations  should  oe  vested  in 
the  National  Grovemment.  If  the  regulation  of 
commerce  among  the  several  States  had  been 
lef%  with  the  States,  a  multiplicity  of  conflicting 
regulations  would  have  been  the  consequence^ 
Endless  collisions  would  have  been  created,  and 
that  harmony  and  good  neighborhood,  so  essen- 
tial between  the  members  of  a  Federal  Republic, 
^  would  have  been  wholly  unattainable.  The  best 
interest  of  the  community,  therefore,  imperiously 
required,  that  this  power  should  be  delegated  to 
Congress.  Not  so  of  light-houses.  The  interest 
of  the  States  would  have  induced  them  to  erect 


liffht-houses,  where  they  were  necessary,  and 
wnen  erected  they  would  have  been  equally  ben- 
eficial to  their  own  vessels,  the  vessels  of  their 
sister  States,  and  of  foreign  nations.  The  per- 
formance of  this  duty  could  have  been  most 
safely  confided  to  the  States.  They  were  better 
informed  of  the  situations  in  which  they  ought 
to  be  erected  than  Congress  could  possiblyhe, 
and  could  enforce  the  execution  of  such  regula- 
tions as  might  be  necessary  to  make  them  useful. 
How  then  has  it  happened  that  Congress  has 
taken  upon  itself  the  right  to  erect  light-houses, 
tinder  their  general  power  to  regulate  commerce  J 
I  have  heard  and  seen  in  the  public  prints  a  great 
dealof  unintelligible  jargon  about  the  incident- 
ality  of  a  law  to  the  power  delegated  and  in- 
tenaed  to  be  executed  by  it,  and  ofits  relation  to 
the  end  which  is  to  be  accomplished  by  its  exer- 
cise, which  I  acknowledge  I  do  not  clearlyand  dis- 
tinctly comprehend,  and  must  therefore  be  ex- 
cused from  answering.  I  speak  now  of  the  public 
newspapers,  to  which  I  am  compelled  to  resort  to 
ascertain  the  objecAions  which  are  made  to  this 


measure,  as  gentlemen  have  persevered  inrefasiog 
to  assign  the  i%asons  which  have  induced  them 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill.  But,  sir,  I  can 
clearly  comprehend  that  the  right  to  erect  light- 
houses is  not  incidental  to  the  power  of  regulat- 
ing commerce,  unless  everything  is  incidental  to 
that  power  which  tends  to  facilitate  and  promote 
the  prosperity  of  commerce.  It  is  contended 
that  under  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
imposts,  and  duties,  you  can  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose  J  but  they  must  be  laws  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and  duties,  and  not 
laws  which  tend  to  promote  the  collection  of 
taxes.  A  law  to  erect  light-houses  is  no  more 
a  law  to  regulate  commerce,  than  a  lawcreatiDg 
a  bank  is  a  law  to  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and 
duties.  But  the  erection  of  light-houses  tends 
to  facilitate  and  promote  the  security  and  pros- 
perity of  commerce,  and  in  an  equal  degree  the 
erection  of  a  bank  tends  to  facilitate  and  iosnre 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  transmission  of 
your  revenue.  If.  by  this  rule  of  construction, 
which  is  applied  to  light-houses,  but  denied  to 
the  bank.  Congress  can,  as  incidental  to  the  pow- 
er to  regulate  commerce,  erect  light-houses,  it 
will  be  easy  to  show  that  the  same  right  may  be 
exercised,  as  incidental  to  the  power  of  laying 
and  collecting  duties  and  imposts.  Duties  cafi- 
not  be  collected,  unless  vessels  importing  dutit- 
ble  merchandise  arrive  in  port ;  whatever,  there- 
fore, tends  to  secure  their  safe  arrival  may  be 
exercised  under  the  general  power ;  the  erection 
of  light-houses  does  facilitate  the  safe  arrival  of 
vessels  in  port,  and  Congress  therefore  can  exe^ 
cise  this  right  as  incidental  to  the  power  to  lay 
imposts  and  duties. 

Btit  it  is  said  the  advocates  of  the  bank  diiSer 
among  themselves  in  fixing  upon  the  general 
power  to  which  the  right  to  create  a  bank  is  in- 
cidental, and  that  this  difference  proves  that  there 
is  no  incidentality,  to  use  a  favorite  expression, 
between  that  and  any  one  of  the  enumerated 
general  powers.  The  same  reason  can  be  urged, 
with  equal  force,  against  the  const itn|ionality  of  ^ 
every  law  for  the  erection  of  light-houses.  Let  r 
the  advocates  for  this  doctrine  lay  their  fiD|:er 
upou  the  power  to  which  the  right  of  erecting 
light-houses  is  incidental.  It  can  be  derived  with 
as  much  apparent  plausibility  and  reason  from 
the  right  to  1a(y  duties,  as  from  the  right  to  regu- 
late commerce.  Who  is  there,  now,  in  this  body 
who  has  not  voted  for  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house? And  no  man  who  reads  one  of  these 
will  believe  it  to  be  a  regulation  of  commerce. 
And  no  man  in  the  nation,  so  far  as  my  know* 
ledge  extends,  has  ever  complained  of  the  exercise 
of  this  power.  The  right  to  erect  lisht-hooses  is 
exercised,  because  the  commerce  of  the  nation, 
or  the  collection  of  duties,  is  greatly  facilitated 
by  that  means;  and,  sir,  the  right  to  create  a 
bank  is  exercised  because  the  collection  of  your 
revenue,  and  the  safe-keeping  and  easy  and  speedy 
transmission  of  your  public  money  is  not  simply 
facilitated,  but  because^  these  important  objects 
are  more  perfectly  secured  by  the  erection  of  a 
baAk  than  they  can  be  by  any  other  means  in  the 
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power  of  human  imagimtion  to  devise.  We  say, 
therefore,  in  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  that  a 
bank  is  necessary  aod  proper,  to  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  into  complete  effect  the  right  to 
Jay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  daties,  and  excises. 
We  do  not  say  that  the  existence  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  absolutely  depends  upon  the  operations  of  a 
bank,  but  that  a  national  bank  enables  the  Gov- 
ernment to  manage  its  fiscal  concerns  more  ad- 
yantageoufily  than  it  could  do  by  any  other 
means.  The  terms  necessary  and  proper,  accord- 
iog  to  the  construction  given  to  every  part  of  the 
Constitution,  imposes  no  limitation  upon  the 
powers  previously  delegated.  If  these  words  had 
oeen  omitted  in  the  clause  giving  authority  to 
pass  laws  to  carry  Id  to  execution  the  powers 
Tested  by  the  Constitutiou  in  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, still  Congress  would  have  been  bound' 
to  pass  laws  which  were  necessary  and  proper, 
and  not  such  as  were  unnecessary  and  improper. 
fivery  legislative  body,  every  person  invested 
with  power  of  any  kind,  is  morally  bound  to  use 
only  those  means  which  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  correct  execotion  of  the  powers  delegated 
to  them.  But  it  is  contended,  that  if  a  bank  is 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  management  of  the 
fisoal  concerns  of  the  ns^tion,  yet  Congress  has  no 
power  to  incorporate  one,  because  there  are  State 
nanks  which  may  be  resorted  to.  No  person  who 
has  andenaken  to  discuss  this  question  has.  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  ventured  to  declare 
that  a  bank  is  not  necessary.  Every  man  admitf| 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
banks  of  some  kind.  This  admission  is  at  least 
an  apparent  abandonment  of  the  Constitutional 
objection ;  for,  if  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper, 
then  have  Congress  the  Constitutional  right  to 
ereet  a  bank.  But  this  is  denied.  It  is  contended 
that  this  idea  rests  alone  upon  the  presumption 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
wholly  independent  of  the  State  governments, 
which  is  not  the  fact ;  that  this  very  law  is  de> 
pendent  upon  the  State  courts  for  its  execution. 
^  This  is  certainly  not  the  fact.  The  courts  of  the 
'  United  States  have  decided,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  they  have  cognizance  of  all  oases 
affecting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States*  Sir,  it 
is  true  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  dependent  upon  the  State  governments  for  its 
organization.  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  are 
chosen  by  the  State  governments,  or  under  the 
authority  of  their  laws.  But  it  is  equally  true, 
that  wherever  the  Constitution  conQdes  to  the 
State  governments  the  right  to  perform  any  act 
in  relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  imposes 
the  most  solemn  obligation  upon  them  to  perform 
the  act.  The  Consutution  of  the  United  States, 
as  to  these  particular  acts,  is  the  constitution  of 
the  several  States,  and  their  functionaries  are  ac- 
eordinffly  sworn  to  support  it.  Can  it,  then,  be 
aeciousiy  contended,  that  because  the  Constitution 
has  in  som^  cases  made  the  Government  of  the 
United  Sutes  dependent  upon  the  State  govern- 
ments^ in  all  which  cases  it  has  imposed  the  most 
•oleiim  obligations  upon  them  to  act,  that  it  will 


be  necessary  and  proper  for  Congres:*  to  make 
itself  dependent  upon  them  in  cases  where  no 
such  obligation  is  imposed?    The  Constitution 
has  defined  all  the  cases  where  this  Govern meait. 
oufirht  to  be  dependent  upon  that  of  the  States]^^ 
and  it  would  be  unwise  and  improvident  for  us  ■ 
to  multiply  these  cases  by  legislative  acts,  espe- 
cially where  we  have  no  power  to  compel  them, 
to  perform  the  act,  for  which  we  have  made  our- 
selves their  dependents.    In  forming  a  permanent' . 
system  of  revenue,  it  would  be  unwise  in  Con-  - 

J^ress  to  rely,  fot  its  collection  and  transmission^ 
rom  one  extreme  of  this  extensive  empire  to  tha- 
other,  upon  any  accidental  circumstance,  wholty- 
beyond  their  power  or  control.  There  are  State 
banks  in  almost  everv  State  in  the  Union,  but 
their  existence  is  wholly  independent  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  their  dissolution  is  equally  so.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. has  informed  you  that 
he  conceives  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  Gbvernmcnt.  I  know,  sir,  that  the  testi- 
mony of  this  officer  will  not  be  very  highly  esti- 
mated by  several  honorable  members  of  this  body. 
I  am  aware  that  this  opimon  has  subjected  him, 
and  the  committee  also,  to  the  most  invidious 
aspersions;  but,  sir,  the  situation  of  that  officer, 
independent  of  his  immense  talents,  enables  him 
to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  than  any  other 
man  in  the  nation  of  the  degree  of  necessity 
which  exists  at  the  present  time  for  a  national 
bank,  to  ejiable  the  Government  to  manage  its 
fiscal  operations.  He  has  been  ten  years  at  the 
head  of  your  Treasury;  he  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  influence  of  the  bank  upon 
your  revenue  system ;  and  he  has,  when  called 
upon,  declared  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the 
Government.  His  testimony  is  entitled  to  great 
weiffht  in  the  decision  of  this  question,  at  least 
with  those  gentlemen  who  have  no  knowledfi;e  of 
the  praccic«u  effects  of  the  operations  of  the  bank 
in  the  collection,  sai'e-keepinff,  and  transmission 
of  your  revenue.  In  the  selection  of  means  to 
carry  any  of  your  Constitutional  powers  into 
effect,  you  must  exercise  a  sound  discretion ;  act- 
ins  under  its  influence,  you  will  discover  that 
what  is  proper  at  one  time  may  be  extreniely 
unfit  and  improper  at  another.  The  original 
powers  granted  to  the  Government  by  the  Con- 
stitution can  never  change  with  the  varying  cir- 
cumstances of  the  countrv,  but  the  means  by 
which  those  powers  are  to  be  carried  into  effect 
must  necessarily  vary  with  the  varying  state  and 
circumstances  of  the  nation.  We  are,  when  act- 
ing to-day,  not  to  inquire  what  means  were  ne- 
cessary and  proper  twenty  years  ago,  not  what 
were  necessary  and  proper  at  the  organization  of 
the  Goirernment,  but  our  inquiry  must  be,  what 
means  are  necessary  and  proper  this  day.  The 
Constitution,  in  relation  to  the  means  by  which 
its  powers  are  to  be  executed,  is  one  eternal  now. 
The  state  of  things  now,  the  precise  point  of  time 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  act,  must  determine 
our  choice  in  the  selection  of  means  to  execute 
the  delegated  powers. 
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It  is^aid,  that  the  States  have  reserred  to  tliem- 
selves  the  exclusive  right  of  erectidif  banks. 
That  the  States  have  exercised  the  right  of  estab- 
lishing banks  is  a  fact  not  to  be  denied,  but  that 
they^  have  this  right  Under  the  Constitution,  is 
extremely  c[aestionable.  Had  these  great  States, 
who  have  undertaken  by  their  instructions  to  in- 
fluence the  decision  of  this  question  by  Couj^ress, 
contented  themselves  with  the  exercise  of  this 
tight  to  establish  banks,  I  should  not,  upon  this 
occasion,  enter  into  an  investigation  of  that  right. 
But  these  great  States,  not  content  with  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  usurped  authority,  are  by  usurpation 
attempting  to  legislate  for  Congress. 

And,  sir,  what  is  the  inducement  with  these 
great  States  to  put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  Their  avarice,  combined  with  the  love 
of  domination.  They  have  erected  banks,  in 
many  of  which  they  hold  stock  to  a  considerable 
amount,  and  they  wish  to  compel  the  United 
States  to  use  their  banks  as  places  of  deposite  for 
their  public  moneys,  by  which  they  expect  to  in- 
crease their  dividends.  And  in  the  banks  in 
'which  they  hold  no  stock,  many  of  thelndividual 
members  of  their  le^Tslatures  are  stockholders, 
and  no  doubt  were  influenced  to  give  instructions 
•  by  motives  of  sheer  avarice.  The  love  of  power 
no  doubt  has  had  some  influence  in  prooucing 
these  instructions.  Every  person,  who  is  not 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment, knows  something  of  the  influence  of  these 
geat  States  upon  the  councils  of  the  nation, 
ave  we  not  heard  it  said,  that  after  three  of  the 
great  States  had  instructed  their  members  to  vote 
'a^inst  the  bank,  it  was  a  matter  of  too  great 
delicacy  for  Congress  to  think  of  acting  upon  the 
subject?  I  had  thought  that  the  rights  of  the 
[States  were  equal;  that  if  the  rights  of  three  of 
the  Ifttle  States  were  violated  or  affected  in  any 
manner,  that  it  was  a  subject  of  as  much  delicacy 
as  if  the  rights  of  three  great  States  had  been 
affected.  Snr,  if  this  doctrine  becomes  fashion- 
able; if  two  or  three  great  States  can  upon  all 
occasions,  through  the  agency  of  their  legisla- 
tores,  control  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  you 
will  comi>el  the  smaller  States,  by  the  most  dire- 
ful necessity,  to  adopt  the  principle  of  one  con- 
solidated government.  Which  of  the  States  are 
to  be  principally  benefited  by  the  dissolution  of 
the  bank?  Those  States  in  which  the  principal 
part  of  your  revenue  is  to  be  collected.  The 
great  commercial  States  are  to  monopolize  the 
benefits  which  are  to  arise  from  the  deposites  of 
your  public  money.  The  suppression  of  this 
Dank  will  benefit  none  of  the  interior  or  snialler 
States,  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  revenue  col- 
lected. As  the  whole  benefit  is  to  be  engrossed 
by  three  or  four  of  the  great  Atlantic  States,  so 
the  whole  of  the  power  which  the  dissolution  of 
this  bank  will  take  from  the  National  Govern- 
ment will  be  exclusively  monopolized  by  the 
same  States.  Is  it  desirable  to  increase  the  influ- 
ence of  these  great  States,  which  is  already  too 
great,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  ?  Does 
not  the  hittory  of  these  great  States  admonish  us 
in  the  most  impressive  terms  to  beware  of  placing 


this  Government  in  a  stiite  of  dependence  upot 
them?  Sir,  the  time  has  been,  and  itpvrill  ce^ 
tainly  arrive  again,  when  some  one  or  more  of 
these  great  States  will  be  found  in  a  state  of  hos- 
tility to  the  National  €h>vernment ;  and  withthii 
knowledge  you  are  about  to  place  the  manage- 
ment of  your  public  money  in  the  bands  of  the 
State  banks,  who  are  dependent  for  their  legal 
existence  upon  the  State  governments.  But,  sir, 
permit  me  to  examine  this  exclusive  right  of  tira 
State  governments  to  create  banks.  In  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constittition  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  declared,  among  other 
things,  that  no  State  shall  coin  moneys ;  emit 
bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  but  gold  or  silver 
a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts.  What,  sir,  ii 
a  bill  of  credit?  Will  it  be  contended  that  t 
bank  bill  is  not  a  bill  of  credit  ?  They  are,  em- 
phatically)  bills*  of  credit.  But  it  may  be  said, 
that  the  States  do  not,  by  the  creation  of  hanb 
with  authority  to  emit  these  bills  of  credit,  in- 
fringe upon  the  Constitution,  because  they  do 
not  emit  the  bills  themselves.  If  they  have  not 
the  power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  a  fortiori^  they 
cannot  delegate  to  others  a  right  which  they 
themselves  cannot  exercise.  But,  sir,  according 
to  the  maxims  of  law  and  sound  reason,  what 
they  do  by  another  they  do  themselves.  If,  then, 
the  State  governments  are  restrained  from  exe^ 
tsising  this  right  to  incorporate  a  bank,  it  woatd 
appear  ex  necessitate  ret  that  this  right  is  vested 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
entire  sovereignty  of  this  nation  is  vested  in  the 
State  governments  and  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, except  that  part  of  it  which  is  retained  bf 
the  people,  which  is  solely  the  right  of  electing 
their  public  functionaries.  The  right  to  create 
a  corporation  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  sorer- 
eignty ;  the  people  of  the  United  States  cannot 
exercise  this  rignt.  If,  then,  the  States  arc  re- 
strained from  creating  a  bank  with  authority  to 
emit  bills  of  credit;  it  appears  to  be  established 
that  the  Federal  Government  does  possess  thif 
right.  If.  however,  it  is  still  believed  that  the 
law  by  wnich  this  bank  has  been  created  was  the 
result  of  a  forced  construction  of  the  Constito- 
tion,  yet  I  must  contend  that  that  construction  is 
entitled  to  sopae  weight  in  the  decision  of  this 
question.  The  time  and  state  of  the  ptublic  miod, 
when  this  construction  was  given,  gives  it  a 
strong  claim  to  consideration  upon  this  occasion. 
This  construction  was  ffiren  shortly  after  the 
Government  was  organized,  when  first  impw* 
sions  had  not  been  effaced  oy  lapse  of  time,  ot 
distorted  by  p&rty  feelings,  or  individual  ani- 
mosity. This  law  did  not  pass  in  the  hard  no- 
constitutional  times  which  produced  the  Sedition 
law.  No,  sir,  this  law  passed  in  the  best  days  of 
this  Republic.  At  that  time  the  idea  of  pi^^^l^j^ 
now  understood,  was  wholly  unknown.  The 
parties  which  then  existed  were  literally  Federal 
and  anti-Federal.  Those  who  were  friendly  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  those  who  were 
inimical  to  it,  fsrmed  the  only  party  then  known 
in  this  nation.  What,  sir,  is  the  -situation  in 
which  we  are  now  placed  ?    What  are  the  oir« 
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cQmsiaiieei  viider  wliieh  we  are  called  vpoa  to 
rejeet  tbis  bill?  Tiie  great  hifliieDtial  States, 
iadoeed  hj  motiTes  of  aTariee  and  amiittioii,  ia- 
terpose  the  weight  of  their  aathority ;  attempt  to 
put  a  Teto  upon  your  right  to  pass  such  laws  as 
are  seeessary  aod  proper  for  the  general  welfare, 
through  the  ioetniBieiitaltty  of  insimetioos,  hy 
depriviBff  not  only  their  Senators  and  Represca- 
ttttivee  of  the  esrercise  of  a  sound  and  honest  dis- 
cretion, bat  also  by  fntimidatfRg  oihgn  by  the 
-weight  of  their  influence  and  authority.  The 
Democratic  presses  in  these  great  States  haTe  for 
iBore  than  twelre  months  past  turned  with  the 
most  searrilotn  abuse  a|:ainst  every  membei  of 
Congress  who  has  dared  to  utter  a  syllable  in 
fmTor  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter.  The 
member  who  dares  to  gire  his  opinion  in  faror  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charier,  is  instantly  cbarg^ed 
with  being  bribed  by  the  agents  of  the  bank,  with 
being  corrupt,  with  having  trampled  upon  the 
Tiffhu  and  liberties  of  the  people,  with  having 
sold  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to 
foreign  capitelists,  with  being  guilty  of  perjury, 
by  faivlDg  violated  the  Constitution.  Yes,  sir, 
tbeae  are  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are 
eaiied  upon  to  reject  the  bill.  When  we  eompare 
the  etreuroetanees  under  which  we  are  now  act- 
ing with  those  which  existed  at  the  ttme  when 
the  law  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  bank^  we 
may  well  distrust  our  <»wn  judgments.  Sir,  I  had 
always  ihou^t  that «  corporation  was  an  artifi- 
cial body,  existing  onlv  in  contemplation  of  law; 
but  if  we  can  beheve  tne  rantings  of  our  Demo- 
cratio  editors  in  these  sreat  States  and  the  de- 
nanelatioBs  of  our  puMic  declaimers,  it  exists 
UDditr  the  form  of  everv  foul  and  hateful  beast 
and  bird,  tad  ereeping  tbhig.  It  is  an  ^/dm;  it 
ira  Cerberus;  it  is  a  €hrgm;  it  is  a  VvUure; 
it  is  a  Viper.  Yes,  sir,  in  their  imaginations  it 
not  only  assumes  every  hideous  and  frightful 
form,  but  it  possesses  ever^r  poisonous,  &lele- 
rioasi  aod  destructive  quality.  Shall  we,  sir, 
suffer  our  imaginations  to  be  alarmed,  and  our 
jodffmeats  to  be  iaflueneed,  by  such  miserable 
staff?  Shall  we  tamely  act  under  the  lash  of 
tbis  tyranny  of  the  press?  No  man  complains 
of  the  discussion  in  the  newspapers  of  any  sub* 
ject  which  comes  before  the  Legislature  of  the 
Uaioa.  But  I  most  solemnly  protest  against  the 
eoorse  which  has  been  pursued  by  these  editors 
in  relation  to  this  question.  Instead  of  reasoning 
to  prove  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  law,  they 
charge  members  of  Congress  with  being  bribed 
or  corrupted.  And  this  is  what  they  call  the 
Kbertv  or  the  press.  To  tyranny,  under  what- 
ever form  it  may  be  exercised,  I  declare  open  and 
totermlDable  war.  To  me,  it  is  perfectly  indif- 
ferent wliether  the  tyrant  is  an  irresponsible 
editor  or  a  despotic  Monarch. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  construction  which  has 
Wen  given  to  the  Constitution  is  entitled  to  no 
weight  with  the  members  who  now  compose  the 
Beaate.  will  it  also  be  contended  that  the  different 
■^  Of  successive  democratic  Congresses,  by 
which  they  have  sanctioned  the  validity  or  the 
eoBBtraition  under  which  thb  bank  was  created, 


are  entitled  to  no  weight  or  coosideiation  1  Pec- 
haps  it  would  be  unfair  to  lay  any  stress  upon 
the  simple  acquiescence  of  our  democratic  pre- 
decessors in  this  measure.  I  shaU  therefore  show, 
that  the  acts  to  which  I  allude  were  positive 
affirmative  acts,  and  not  simply,  or  in  any  degree, 
acts  of  acquiescence*  fiy  the  charter,  the  cor- 
pomtion  was  authorized  to  establish  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite  wheresoever  it  i»hould  think 
fit,  within  the  United  States.  In  the  year  1803, 
the  United  States  obtained  Louisiana  bv  pur- 
chase. Under  the  authority  given  in  the  charter, 
the  corporation  could  hot  extend  its  branches  into 
Louisiana.  In  the  year  1804,  a  democratic  Con- 
gress passed  a  law  to  authorize  this  devouring 
monster  to  lay  its  destructive  fangs  upon  the  un- 
fortunate people  of  these  newly  acquired  Terri- 
tories. It  has  been  said  that  the  Slate  govern- 
ments were  competent  to  resist  the  execution  of 
this  law.  How  ungenerous,  then,  was  it  in  our 
democratic  predecessors  to  authorize  this  insti- 
tution, with  its  pestilential  fangs,  to  seize  upon 
these  helpless  and  unfortuaate  people,  who  had 
no  State  governments  competent  to  resist  the 
execution  of  this  law,  and  shield  them  from  the 
deadly  poison  of  this  venomous  viper*  It  ,was 
unkind  y  it  was  cruel.  Permit  me^  sir,  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  upon  this  competency  of 
the  State  governments  to  resist  the  authority  or 
the  execution  of  a  law  of  Congress.  What  kiod 
of  resistance  can  they  make  which  is  Constitu- 
tional? I  know  of  but  one  kind,  and  that  i%  by 
elections.  The  people  and  the  States  have  a 
right  to  change  the  members  of  the  National 
Legislature ;  and  in  that  way,  and  in  that  aloae, 
can  they  effect  a  change  of  the  measures  of  this 
Government 

It  is  true  there  is  another  kind  of  reiistaaee 
which  may  be  made,  but  it  is  unknown  to  the 
Constitution.  This  resistance  depends  upon  phy- 
sical force— -it  is  an  appeal  to  the  sword—ami  by 
the  sword  must  that  appeal  be  decided,  and  not 
by  -the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

We  are  informed,  however,  that  the  Slates 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  acquiesce  in  this  law, 
and  waive  the  right  of  resisting  it,  to  which  they 
were  so  entirely  competent. 

Does  the  positive  sanction  of  this  measure  by 
our  democratic  Congresses  rest  alone  upon  this 
act  of  1804 1  No,  sir ;  the  act  by  which  the  bank 
vras  incorporated  made  no  provision  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  those  who  might  counterfeit  its  bills 
and  checks.  In  the  year  1798,  a  law  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  such  offences  was  passed.  In  the  year 
1807,  a  democratic  Congress,  composed  of  many 
of  the  same  members  who  are  now  called  upon 
to  act  again  upon  the  subject  of  the  baak,  passed 
a  law  also  for  the  punishment  of  the  same  offences 
against  the  bank.  This  is  not  ail,  sir;  so  great 
was  the  unanimity  of  both  Houses  upon  this 
question, that  the  bill  passed  through  both  Houses 
without  producing  a  call  for  the  ye^  and  nays 
upon  its  nnal  passage,  or  in  any  of  its  interme- 
diate stages.  The  Constitution  says,  Congress 
shall  make  laws  '^  to  provide  for  the  punishment 
of  coimterfeiting  the  securities  and  current  co^'' 
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of  the  United  States."  I  have  shown  that  the 
power  to  panish  coaaterfeiting  the  current  coin 
was  fairly  incidental  to  th^  power  of  coining 
money.  But  the  power  to  ponish  cottnterfeiting 
the  securities  is  an  original  grant  of  power,  and 
not  incidental  to  any  one  of^the  delegated  pow 
era.  As  the  Constitution  has  given  the  power  to 
punish  counterfeiting  the  securities  and  the  cur- 
rent coin,  expressly,  according  to  the  doctrine 
eontendea  for  by  the  enemies  of  the  bank,  the 
power  to  punish  any  other  species  of  forgery  is 
withheld.  But  let  us  pursue  this  idei^  a  litUe  fur- 
ther. The  law  incorporatiog  the  bank  is  de- 
nounced as  unconstitutional ;  it  therefore  is  not 
bidding  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  as 
a  law,  and  yet  the  very  men  who  denounce  it. 
who  declare  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  have  passed 
a  law  to  condemn  those  who  violate  its  provi- 
sions to  ten  years  imprisonment,  and  to  enormous 
fines.  With  what  propriety  can  we  say  that  odr 
republican  predecessors  have  simply  acquiesced 
in  this  measure  ?  With  what  consistency  can 
we  now  refuse  to  renew  the  charter  on  account 
of  the  want  of  Constitutional  power  ?  But  it  is 
contended  that  we  have  done  nothing  more  than 
•imply  acquiesced  in  this  measure,  and  that  our 
acquiescence  was  wholly  the  result  of  a  convic- 
tion that  the  act  incorporating  a  bank  was  a  eon- 
tract.  What,  sir,  is  the  essence  of  a  contract? 
That  there  shall  be  parties  able  to  contract ;  that 
they  do  contract ;  that  there  shall  be  a  consid- 
eration, a  quid  pro  quo;  that  the  conditions  shall 
be  reciprocal.  What  is  the  fact  in  relation  to  the 
bank  bill  ?  Does  the  bank  make  any  stipulations 
in  favor  of  the  Government?  No,  none.  Does  the 
charter  stipulate  that  the  Government  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  punishment  of  those  who  counterfeit 
bank  bills  ?  No.  And  yet  a  republican  Congress, 
under  the  idea,  I  suppose,  of  its  being  a  contract, 
bas  passed  a  law  for  that  purpose.  The  law  does 
not  contain  one  essential  feature  of  a  contract ; 
it  is,  therefore,  no  contract. 

It  I  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the  Consti- 
tutional right  of  this  House  to  pass  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a  bank,  the  remaining  part  of  the  task 
which  I  have  undertaken  to  perform  will  be  ea- 
sily dispatched.  What  are  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  are  called  upon  to  vote  against 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States?  Europe  is  still  convulsed  to  its 
centre,  by  wars  which,  in  their  progress,  have 
overthrown  the  ancient  bounds  and  limits  of  the 
independent  nations  among  whom  it  has  been 
immemorially  parcelled  out.  The  established 
usages  and  laws  of  nations  have  been  trampled 
under  foot  both  by  land  and  sea.  Such  is  the 
prospect  abroad.  What  is  our  internal  situation  ? 
The  confiscation  of  American  property  in  the 

Sorts  of  Prance,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Holland.  The 
epredations  committed  upon  our  commerce  on 
the  high  seas  bv  British  cruisers,  and  the  embar- 
rassments to  which  it  has  been  subjected  in  the 
northern  ports  of  Europe,  have#lready  produced 
numerous  bankruptcies  in  most  of  our  commer- 
cial cities.  In  addition  to  the  embarrassments 
produced  by  these  causes,  we  have  superadded 


those  which  must  necessarily  resuU  from  a  non- 
intercourse  with  England,  the  country  with 
which  we  hav«  hitherto  bad  the  most  extensive 
commercial  intercourse.  From  these  additional 
embarrassments  we  may  be  saved  by  the  want 
of  good  faith  in  the  French  Government.  Should 
that  be  the  case,  we  shall  most  inevitably  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
European  continent,  which  may  be  as  embarrass- 
ing as  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 
In  that  event  our  European  commerce  will  be 
confined  solely  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies. Such,  sir,  are  the  circumstances  under 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  dissolve  suddenly 
an  institution  which  circulates  $13,000,000,  and 
to  which  the  commercial  class  of  this  nation  are 
indebted  $14,000,000.  It  must  also  be  remem- 
bered,  that  the  same  class  of  your  citizens  are 
indebted  to  the  Government  nearly  41^.000,000, 
upon  which  your  payments  into  the  Treasiuy  for 
the  discharge  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  year 
are  solely  dependent.  Sir,  I  have  never  believed 
that  the  mantle  of  Elijah  has  descended  upon 
my  shoulders,  and  yet  I  can  ver  jr  easily  foresee, 
that  individual  and  national  distress  must  be 
produced  by  the  sudden  dissolution  of  the  banL 
The  poorer  part  of  your  manufacturers  and  me> 
chanios  will  be  the  nrst  to  feel  the  distress.  The 
deputation  of  mechanics  and  manufacturers  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  stated  to  the  committee, 
that  upon  the  rejeetion  of  the  bill  for  the  reoewal 
of  the  charter,  in  the  other  House,  the  bank  be- 
gan to  contract  its  discounts,  and  that  the  whole 
city  was  filled  with  alarm  and  dismay.  Thai 
the  credit  even  of  bank  paper  was  shaken,  and 
individual  confidence  had  received  a  severe  shock. 
That  in  consequence  of  this  alarm  and  distress, 
the  bank  had  determined  to  return  to  its  former 
extent  of  discounts  and  to  continue  it  to  the  last 
moment.  That  the  contraction  of  discounts  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  produced  a 
contraction  of  discounts  in  the  State  banks, 
so  that  those  who  had  their  accounts  with  the 
latter  banks  were  in  no  better  situation  than  the 
debtors  of  the  former.  Whenever  a  man  testifies 
against  his  apparent  interest,  he  ought  to  be  be- 
lieved. It  is  apparently  the  interest  of  the  State 
banks  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  should 
be  put  down.  It  is  their  interest  to  discoont 
good  paper  as  largely  as  possible.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States  discounts  to  the  amount  of  about 
915,000,000.  •  The  dissolution  of  this  bank  will 
bring  into  the  market,  which  will  then  be  solely 
occupied  bv  the  State  banks,  an  excess  of  $I5,000,r 
000  of  good  paper  to  be  discounted.  The  demand 
for  discounts,  when  compared  with  the  discount- 
ing capiul,  will  be  greatlv  increased,  and  the 
benefit  of  that  increase  will  be  exclusively  en- 
joyed by  the  State  banks;  it  is  therefore  appar- 
ently their  interest  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  be  dissolved.  But  they  have  pe- 
titioned for  the  renewal  pf  the  charter. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  if  so  much  distress  is 
to  flow  from  the  dissolution  of  the  bank,  it  proves 
that  the  banking  system  is  deleterious  in  its  con* 
sequences.    I  will  not  now  enter  into  the  discos- 
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sioD  of  tbac  qaettion,  becaase  it  is  not  the  ques- 
tion before  toe  Senate.  The  system  baa  long 
been  practised  upon ;  is  increasing  from  day  to 
day,  and  is  wholly  beyond  the  control  of  Con- 
gress. But,  sir,  an  inspection  of  the  Journals  of 
me  Senate  of  the  present  session  afibrds  abundant 
evidence,  that  this  House,  at  least,  believe  that 
the  banking  system  is  a  beneficial  one»  We  have 
not  incorporated  more,  I  believe,  than  five  banks 
within  the  District  of  Golambia  daring  the  pres- 
ent session.  The  renewaki  or  the  refusal  to 
Tenew  this  charter,  does  not  then  decide  the 
question  whether  tne  .banking  system  shall  be 
abolished  in  the  United  States  or  not.  Qeatle- 
men  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  this.  The  old 
Congress  incorporated  the  Bank  of  North  Ameri- 
ca in  the  year  1781.  New  York  and  Massaeba- 
setts  had  followed  the  example  before  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  incorporated,  and  every 
State  in  the  Union  has  since  incorporated  banks. 
Tha  banking  system  has  been  too  long  and  too 
deeply  rooted,  to  be  frowned  out  of  existence  by 
Congress.  If,  however,  gentlemen  are  convinced 
that  the  system  of  banking  known  and  estab- 
lished among  us  is  injurious  in  its  efiects,  these 
injurious  effecu  will  be  diminished  by  renewing 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  State  banks,  whose  credibility  in  this  case  is 
nnqnestionabie,  have  told  you  that  the  influence 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  upon  them  is  a 
beneficial  one;  that  it  prevents  excessive  dis- 
counts and  emissions  of  paper,  which  but  for  this 
cbeek  would  inevitably  take  place  in  the  State 
banks.  Every  one  of  the  State  banks  of  Phila- 
delpUia,  except  one,  has  petitioned. for  the  re- 
newal of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  one 
of  the  deputation  of  merchants  who  was  a  di- 
rector of  one  of  those  banks  stated  the  reason  why 
that  bank  had  declined.  That  an  association  in 
sonae  of  the  interior  towns  had  been  formed  with- 
out the  authority  of  law,  and  that  the  bank  was 
sQspeeted  by  the  State  Legislature  of  having 
iarored  it ;  that  a  motion  had  been  made  in  the 
State  Legislature  to  inquire  into  the  fact,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  that 
bank  had  been  prevented  from  petitioning.  The 
check  which  one  bank  has  upon  another  is  in 
iact  the  only  substantial  check  which  can  be  de- 
Tised  against  excessive  discounts  and  emissions 
by  State  banks.  You  may  limit  and  restrain 
them  by  subjecting  the  directors  individually  to 
any  loss  which  may  be  incurred  by  a  violation 
of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  charter.  Sup- 
pose they  discount  to  twice  the  amount  permit- 
ted, and  the  stockholders,  who  alone  have  the 
means  of  discovery,  ascertain  the  fact;  they  will 
HOC  disclose  it,  because  disclosure  would  destroy 
the  credit  of  the  bank.  But  it  is  objected  to  the 
renewal  of  the  charter,  that  it  has  beeen  a  politi- 
cal machine  in  the  hands  of  our  political  oppo- 
nents, and  that  it  has  been  partial  in  its  opera- 
tions. That  it  may  have  been  so  used  is  very 
po«ible ;  but  that  it  has  within  the  last  twelve 
years  been  so  used  is  not  believed.  •  Some  of  the 
iMegttion  of  the  mechanics,  all  of  whom  I  be- 
liere  were  democrats,  had  been  dealers  with  that 


Bank  for  twelve  years,  and  they  all  united  in 
contradicting  ail  idea  of  its  being  partial,  or  Id- 
fluenced  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  political 
character  of  its  customers  during  that  time.  And 
one  of  them  said  explicitly  that  opposition  to  the 
renewal  in  Pbiladelphia  was  confined  principally 
to  the  newspapers.  When  there  were  but  few 
banks  and  the  competition  for  discounts  was 
ffreat,  1  can  readily  believe,  that  it  might  have 
had  some  influence  upon  political  questions  and 
that  it  was  guilty  of  partiality ;  and  so  would 
any  other  institution  placed  in  the  sam^  situation. 
The  multiplication  01  banks  in  the  United  States 
has  given  us  the  most  ample  security  against  the 
repetition  of  either  of  these  ofiences.  The  most 
formidable  objection  against  the  expediency  of 
the  renewal,  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  are 
opposed  to  it,  is  that  a  large  portion  of  the  stock 
is  held  by  foreigners;  and  apprehensions  are  en- 
tertained that  these  foreigners  have  had,  and  will 
again  have  some  influence  upon  our  public  ooon- 
cils;  that  but  for  the  influence  thus  acquired,  we 
should  have  taken  stronger  measures  in  vindica- 
tion of  our  rights.  U  this  influence  really  exists, 
some  degree  of  influence  must  also  exist  and  ope- 
rate upon  those  foreigners  in  our  favor.  If  the 
most  profitable  part  of  their  capiul  is  that  which 
is  invested  in  our  bank  slock,  which  the  Oovem- 
ment  has  sold  to  them,  will  they  not  exert  their 
influence  upon  their  own  councils,  upon  any  ap- 
prehension of  war  between  the  two  countries? 
Surely  the  country  in  which  their  capital  is  em- 
ployed, and  who  can  at  any  moment  lay  their 
hands  upon  it,  must  have  more  influence  upen 
the  conduct  of  the  capitalisU,  than  tbey  can  pos- 
sibly have  upon  it*  How  long  shall  we  frighten 
ourselves  with  empty  phantoms  and  imaginary 
evils?  How  lonff  shall  we  indulge  cmrselves 
in  the  pursuit  of  some  imaginary  theoretical 
good,  which,  like  the  will-o'the-wisp,  continually 
eludes  our  grasp  ?  Sir,  we  have  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  for  our  guide.  During  that  lapse 
of  years  vour  finances  have  been,  through  the 
agency  of  this  bank,  skilfnllv  and  successfully 
managed.  During  this  period,  the  improvement 
of  the  countnr  and  the  prosperity  of  the  nation 
have  been  rapidly  progressing.  Why  then  should 
we,  at  this  perilous  and  momentous  crisis,  aban- 
don a  well  tried  system ;  faulty  perhaps  in  the 
detail,  but  sound  in  its  fundamental  principles? 
Does  the  pride  of  opinion  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
acquiescing  in  the  system  of  your  political  oppo- 
nents? Come  I  and  with  me  sacrifice  your  pride 
and  political  resentments  at  the  shrine  of  politi- 
cal good.  Let  them  be  made  a  propitiatory  sac- 
rifice for  the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare,  the 
savor  of  which  will  ascend  to  Heaven,  and  be 
there  recorded  as  a  lasting,  an  everlasting  evi- 
dence, of  your  devotion  to  the  happiness  of  your 
country. 

Tde8dat,. February  12. 
Mr.  Grego,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Tervin,  William  Croleinan,JSdwin  Lewis^ 
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•Samiitl  Mims,  Joseph  WHsoD)  aud  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem  Meetio^house,  ia  the  Mistis- 
■ippi  Territory,"  reported  it  without  ameodm'eDt. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman. 

Re9olvedj  That  a  committee  be  eppointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  another 
passage  to  tbe  gallery,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Senate  Chamber,  and  to  propose  such  alterations 
as  thejr  may  deem  proper. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Qilm an,  Qrbqo,  and 
Dana,  be  toe  committee. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the 
United  Stales,  reported  it  atnended;  and  the 
amendments  were  read^  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dana  also  communicated  a  letter  to  the 
committee,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  naturalized  American 
seamen ;  which  was  read ;  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain 
oertifioates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the 
election  ofiherifis  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Gampbbll,  Franklin,  and  Leib,  were  appointed 
the  comimittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  aet  supplementary  to  the  act 
eoocerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,'  and  for 
the  further  protection  of  American  seamen,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  Bbadlbt,  CNlman,  and  Brbnt,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  8th 
instant,  ^Thata  committee  be  appointed  ^o  bring 
in  a  bill  making  compensation  to  certain  officers 
of  the  customs;"  and^on  the  question  to  agree 
thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  ne^tive. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
WheatoQ,  praying  remuneration  for  serrices  ren- 
dered to  the  IJnited  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  compensation  for  losses  sustained  there- 
in ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Taylor, Brad- 
LBY,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  their 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States ;  and  for 
other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  the  said  amendment,  it  was  determined 
in  the  neffative— yeas  11,  nays  19^  as  follows : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Condit,  Craw- 
fo>d,Franklin»  Lambert,  Matthewaon,  Bobinsen,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Tait,  and  Whiteside. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Bayavd,  Bradley,  Brent,  ChampUn, 


Dana,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilaiaii«  Ooodfiji^  Gregg,  Bm- 
sey,  Leib,  Llojd,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  Tock, 
Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Worthiagton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait, 

.Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amead- 
ment  to  the  said  bill. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sde  aod 
ffrant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the 
Havre  de  Grace  Bridge  Company  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.  And  on  the  qnestioa, 
Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative^yeas  13,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  GHes,  Goodiiek, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Leib,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  NewYork,  Whiteside,  and  Worthingtoa. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Ohamplin,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Outts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Lambert,  LIs;^ 
Blatthewson,  Bobinson,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  ^e 
removal  of  the  land  otiice  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  Register 
and  Receiver  of  the  Public  Moneys  to  supetia- 
tend  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district  east 
of  Pearl  river2''  was  read  the  third  time  as  aoModed. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenis. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  ameani- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  htlL 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac f  and  concurred  therein.  ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  anoid- 
meats  of  the  House  of  Representaitvee  to  the  biU, 
eatitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bankof  Waah- 
ington,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead- 
meots  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  tiK 
bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sabsciih- 
ers  to  the  Farmers'  Bank  or  Alexandria,''  mmti 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Uaion 
Bank  of  Georgetown." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BasNT,  they  were  referrad 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  Messrs.  BasNT,  Pope,  and  Crawpo&d, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  almend  and  continue  in  forae 
an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  Leib  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  broken  silence  on  this  subject;  he  meant  to 
content  himself  with  a  silent  vote,  as  he  consid- 
ered the  merits  of  the  bill  to  be  well  understood, 
and  every  member's  mind  made  up  on  them. 
The  subject  bad  become  so  trite,  and  was  so  hack- 
neved.as  to  bave  become  threadbare,  and  he  luai- 
ted  ill  opinion  with  his  friend  from  Tennesaee, 
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that  it  was  not  only  i  waste  o(  time,  bat  a  work 
of  8ii()ererogatu>a  to  discuss  it.  He  should  not 
hare  risen  mit  for  some  remarks,  which  had  yes* 
terday  fallen  from  the  sentlemaa  from  Qeorgia. 
Some  intimation  had  been  ffJTen  by  him  about 
ioatractions  from  the  freat  States,  and  while  it 
seemed  to  be  matter  of  complaint  that  such  in- 
structions had  been  given,  it  appeared  also  that 
xYie  copmplaint  extended  to  the  non-production  of 
tkem  to  the  Senate.  He  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  a  great  State,  as  the  i^entlemaa  from 
Gkorria  had  termed  it ;  for  he  dtd  not  recollect 
tltat  the  geDtleman  from  Marvland,  to  whom  the 
plirase  waS  attributed,  bad  used  it-*the  great  State 
of  Pennsylvania^  and  those  instructions  he  would 
have  offered  to  the  Senate  before,  had  not  some 
iaformaKty  in  their  shape  precluded  him.  The 
instractions  having  been  mentioned,  he  deemed 
ii  a  doty  to  read  them  to  the  Senate. 

Jn  the  General  Juembiy  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Penneyhania. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitation,  established  a  General  Govern- 
ment for  special  pniposes,  reserving  to  themselves  re- 
nectively  the  rights  and  anthorities  not  delegated  in 
that  instmment.  To  the  compact  thereby  created, 
each  State  acceded  in  its  charter  as  a  State,  and  is  a 
party ;  the  United  States  forming,  as  to  it,  the  other 
partyl  The  act  of  union,  dnis  entered  into,  being  to 
all  intents  and  pnrposee,  a  treaty  between  sovereign 
Slates.  The  Ocfieral  Government,  by  this  tieaty ,  was 
not  constituted  the  exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  pow- 
en  it  was  to  Mrerdse;  for  if  it  were  so  to  judge,  then 
its  jndgnaent  and  not  the  Ceastitotion  would  be  the 
measare  of  its  authority. 

IKuNild  the  General  Government,  la  any  of  its  de- 
paitaents,  violate  the  prorisions  of  the  Constitution,  it 
lests  with  the  States  and  with  the  people  to  apply  suit- 
able remedies. 

With  these  impressions,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyi- 
vaoiay  to  secure  an  administration  of  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments  conformably  to  the  true  spirit  of 
their  respective  constitutions,  feel  it  their  duty  to  ex- 
press tiienr  sentiments  upon  an  important  subject  now 
before  Congress,  viz :  the  continuance  or  establishment 
ef  a  bank.  From  a  carefhl  review  of  the  powers  vestp 
ed  in  the  General  Government,  they  have  the  most 
pontive  oonviction  that  the  audiority  to  grant  char- 
ters of  incorporation,  vrithin  the  jurisdiction  of  soy 
State,  without  the  consent  thereof,  ii  not  recognised 
in  that  instrument,  either  expressly  or  by  any  warrant^ 
sMshnplieation:  Therefore, 

^  Beeohedf  by  the  Senate  and  Houet  of  Repreeenta- 


thereby 

siracted,  and  the  Bepreseatatives  of  this  State,  m  the 
HoQse  of  Repfssentatives  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  and 
thsy  hereby  are,  requested  to  use  every  exertion  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  diarter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Baited  States  from  being  renewed,  or  any  other  bank 
ftoB  being  chartered  by  Congress,  designed  to  have 

Ofciation  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any.  State  without 

Am  having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 

such  State. 
^esohsd;  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  hereby  is 

reqntslad  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  and 


rssohition  to  each  <tf  the  Senators  and  Beprssentativea 
of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  Umted  States. 
JOHN  WEBER,  Speaker  H.  IL 
P.  C.  LANE,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
In  dM  House  of  Representatives,  January   llth, 
1811.    Read  and  adopted. 
Attest :      GEORGE  HECKBRT,  Clerk  H,  R. 
In  Senate,  January  11th,  1811.    Read  and  adopted. 
Attest :      J.  A  MeJIMSE  Y,  Clerk  of  the  Senate. 

Wherefore,  he  would  ask,  was  this  made  a 
cause  of  complaint  ?  The  instructioos  were  giv- 
en by  the  Legislature  of  PeoDsylvania  to  their  rep- 
resentatives. Was  the  right  of  the  constituent 
denied  to  instruct  his  representative  ?  For  the  in- 
structions extended  not  beyond  the  representation. 
It  was  an  affair  between  representatives  and  con- 
stituents, and  as  it  did  not  proceed  bevond  them, 
as  none  else  were  comprehended,  surely  no  cause 
could  have  been  given  for  complaint.  For  his 
part  he  assented  to  the  right  of  constituents  to 
mstruct,  and  was  ready  to  jrield  it  obedience — it 
was  in  accordance  with  his  political  maxims; 
and  he  should  ever  consider  himself  bound  to 
obey  instructions  as  long  as  thejr  did  not  require 
the  performance  of  an  act,  which  would  violate 
that  oath  which  he  had  taken.  On  this  occasion 
he  yielded  obedience  with  pride  and  pleasure^  as 
the  instructions  corresponded  with  his  ov^n  im- 
pressions of  solemn  oblij^ation.  He  considered 
himself  as  the  representative  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; to  represent,  in  his  mind,  was  to  ap- 
pear for,  or  stand  in  the  place  of  the  body  repre- 
sented, and,  in  this  view,  he  considered  it  his 
duty  to  speak  the  sense  of  his  constituents,  to  do 
as  they  would  do,  were  they  present,  otherwise 
he  should  misrepresent  them.  Did  this  look  like 
dictation?  Did  it  appear  as  if  the  great  States 
desired  to  give  law  to  the  smaller  ones,  when 
they  only  gave  their  instructions  to  their  own  rep- 
resentatives, and  none  else  were  asked  to  render 
them  obedience  ?    He  could  not  suppose  it. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  Pennsylvania  on 
account  of  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  He  felt  the  reproach,  and  had  often  ex- 
perienced mortification  from  it.  He  had  never 
countenanced  unlawful  opposition,  nor  had  the 
people  of  PennsyHrania;  for  when  it  had  ex- 
isted, it  had  been  local,  and  had  never  embraced 
the  State;  and  therefore,  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania were  not  comprehended  in  the  reproach. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  cited  authority 
for  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  bad  at  the  same  time  disclaimed 
authority ;  in  imitation  of  his  example  he  would 
do  so  too,  and  he  might  say,  that  for  the  excite- 
ment to  insurrection  in  a  part  of  Pennsylvania 
he  might  refer  to  a  source  of  authority  as  high  as 
the  fi^entleman  from  Qeorgia  had  referred  for  the 
establishment  of  the  bank  charter. 

Some  reasons  had  been  assigned  for  the  refu- 
sal of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Phila- 
delphia to  unite  with  the  other  banks  in  petition- 
ing  for  a  charter,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  correct.  The  gentleman  who  save  the  infor- 
I  nation  to  the  committee  was  a  director  of  the 
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Baak^f  Philadelphia,  and  his  ioformatioD  mast 
have  been  derived  from  out-of-doors  rumor.  The 
Farmers  afld  Mechanics  Bank,  Mr.  Leib  appre- 
hended, refused  to  petition  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  other 
reasons.  He  knew  a  gentleman  who  managed 
the  affairs  of  that  bank,  of  superior  intelligence 
and  information,  and  second  to  none  in  ppmt  of 
knowledge  of  banking,  who  was  as  much  oppo- 
sed to  a  renewal  as  he  was,  and  for  a  reason  not 
unlike  that  hinted  at  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  that  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  was 
a  check  upon  the  other  banks,  but  a  check  like 
that  of  a  shark  upon  the  little  fish  around  him. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  means  of  its  great  capital  and  the  Gov* 
ernmental  patronage,  to  prev  upon  the  other  banks 
whenever  it  pleased,  and  this  was  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  to.  re- 
fuse its  aid  towards  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 
These  remarks  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  submit 
to  the  Senate,  and,  in  conformity  with  his  first 
determination^  he  avoided  any  remarks  upon  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  which  he  conceived  every  mem- 
ber was  already  prepared  to  decide  upon. 

Mr,  Lloyd.— Mr.  President:  This  is  indeed, 
sir,  an  up-hill,  wind-mill  sort  of  warfare — a,novel 
mode  of  legislative  proceeding.  That  a  bill 
should  be  brought  in  on  a  very  important  subject 
which  hasbeenloAg  under  consideration,  and  that 
a  gentleman  should  move  to  btrike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  comprises  all  its  vital- 
ity, (for  it  is  the  first  section  which  provides  for 
the  continuance  of  the  bank,)  and  should  be  sup- 
ported in  it,  without  deigning  to  assign  any  other 
reasons  than  may  be  derived  from  newspaper 
publications,  which  are  so  crude  and  volumiiious 
that  not  one  man  out  of  ten  will  so  far  mispend 
his  time  as  to  take  the  trouble  to  read  them,  is 
indeed  extraordinary.  Still,  if  gentlemen  choose 
to  adopt  this  dumb  sort  of  legislation,  and  are  de- 
termined to  take  the  question  without  offering 
any  arguments  in  support  of  their  opinions^  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  nave  interfered  with  their 
wishes,  had  I  not  been  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  had  reported  the  bill,  who  had  heard  the 
testimony  offered  by  two  very  respectable  dele- 
gations from  Philadelphia;  one  from  the  master 
manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  the  city,  and  the 
other  from  the  merchants ;  and  had  I  not  taken 
minutes  of  this  testimony,  which  I  find  it  is  ex- 
pected from  me  that  I  should  relate  to  the  Senate. 

Sir,  I  consider  the  motion  to  strike  out,  now 
Under  consideration,  as  going  to  the  entire  de- 
struction of  the  bill,  without  any  reference  to  its 
details  or  modifications ;  it  therefore  appears  to 
me  in  order,  to  take  into  consideration  only  the 
material  principle  of  the  bill;  that  is,  whether  it 
be  proper  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  should  be 
renewed  on  any  terms  whatever,  let  those  terms 
be  what  they  may. 

[Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  stated,  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken ;  he  was  at  lioerty  to  eo  into 
consideration  of  the  details,  and  might  discuss 
them  if  he  pleased.1 

I  had  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  when  a  tec- 


tion  of  a  bill  was  mored  to  be  struck  out,  that  the 
subject-matter  of  the  part  so  moved  to  be  stricken 
out  was  only  in  order  to  be  considered — but  how- 
ever this  may  be,  I  take  it  to  be  strictly  in  order 
to  show,  that  this  bank  has-been  ablj  and  fairly 
conducted,  that  it  has  been  benencial  to  the 
country,  and  extremely  useful  to  the  Obvem- 
ment ;  because  if  this  be  shown,  it  will  be  the 
best  ai|;ument  that  can  be  adduced  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  present  motion,  and  the  continuanei 
of  the  bank. 

Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  communications  to  Congress,  < 
that  the  concerns  of  this  bank  have  been  "skil- 
fullT  and  wisely  managed,"  that  the  bank  has 
maoe  a  very  limited  and  moderate  use  of  the  pah- 
lie  moneys  deposited  with  it;  and  that  it  hu 
ffreatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  Gk>vernmeiit 
by  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission  of  the  pub- 
lic moncjFs.  It  has  at  all  times  met  the  wishes 
of  the  Government  in  making  loans.  It  has  done 
this  even  at  six  per  cent.,  while  the  Governme&t 
have  been  obliged,  in  one  instance,  for  a  coDside^ 
able  amount,  to  pay  eight  per  cent,  to  other  per- 
sons for  the  loans  obtamed  from  them.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, sir^hat  the  bank,  at  the  request  of  the 
Treasury  department,  has  established  branches 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  operations  of  the 
Government  at  places  where  such  establishments 
could  not  but  be  inconvenient  to  them  in  point 
of  manafi^ment,  and  disadvantageous  in  point  of 
profit.  I  allude  more  particularly,  sir,  to  the 
branches  of  the  bank  which  have  been  established 
at  New  Orleans  and  at  Washington.  We  hare 
been  told  this  session,  sir,  by  a  gentleman  froni 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  that  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  is  a  very  wealthy  one,  that  it  probablf 
contains  a  greater  number  of  rich  inhabitants,  for 
its  population,  than  any  other  district  in  the 
Union.  Sir,  if  this  be  the  fact,  of  whom  does 
this  wealthy  population  consist?  Not  of  the  in- 
habitants, but  of  the  planters ;  men  who  are  pot 
borrowers  of  the  bankj  who,  when  they  realize 
the  sales  of  their  produce,  invest  the  surplus  pro- 
ceeds of  it  beyond  their  expenditure  in  tnefands, 
or  in  the  acquisition  of  new  lands,  or  in  the  ^t- 
chase  of  an  additional  number  of  negroes.  Sir, 
it  is  notorious,  that  from  the  recent  possession  bf 
the  United  States  of  Louisiana,  and  the  certaintf 
that  New  Orleans  must  soon  be  the  emporium  or 
an  immense  western  commere,  that  city  has  be- 
come more  the  resort  of  the  young,  the  advento- 
rous^  the  enterprising,  and  the  rash  among  the 
mercantile  men  of  our  countrv,  than  any  other 
city  in  the  Union ;  and  it  is  obvious,  sir,  in  prO" 
portion  as  the  borrowers  from  a  bank  consist  ^^ 
persons  of  this  description,  in  the  same  propo^ 
tion  must  the  circumstances  of  such  bank  be  iin' 
sound;  and  without  possessing  any  particulw 
knowledge  whatever  on  the  state  of  this  bank,  i| 
the  collections  of  its  debts  are  speedily  made,  i 
would  not  make  the  purchase  at  a  discount  ol 
twenty-five  per  cent,  trom  the  nominal  amount 
of  them.  , 

Sir.  we  can  judge  with  more  accuracy  when 
we  comt  nearer  home.    What  is  the  state  of  tue 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


157 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


168 


FfiBKUART,  1811. 


Bank  of  the  United  Sttae$. 


Sbnatb. 


bank  in  tbis  city  ?  What  the  abilit}r  of  its  debtors 
to  meet  their  engagements?  It  is  stated  the 
branch  has  a  Loan  out  hereof  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  Where  is  the  navigation  ? — where 
the  wealthy  merchants  ? — where  are  the  opulent 
tradesmen  ^— the  extensive  manufacturers,  to 
refund  this  money,  when  they  are  called  on  to  do 
it  ?  Sir,  thev  are  not  to  be  found  ',  they  do  not 
exist  here ;  there  are  but  very  fe^  opulent  men 
in  the  city,  and  those  are  either  not  borrowers  of 
the  bank,  or  not  borrowers  to  an  amount  of  any 
importance.  Where  then  is  the  money  to  be 
found,  or  what  has  been  done  with  it?  It  has 
probably  been  taken  out  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  build  up  the  five  or  six  District  banks 
which  you  have  chartered  the  present  session ; 
to  furnish  the  means  of  erecting  the  fifty  or  sixtj 
brick  bouses  which  we  are  told  have  made  their 
appearance  during  the  last  Summer;  to  encour- 
mge  speculations  in  city  lots,  and  to  enable  the 
proprietors  to  progress  with  the  half  finished 
canal  which  nearly  adjoins  ns.  Well,  sir,  if  the 
bank  promptly  calls  in  its  loan  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  will  the  debtors  be  enabled  to 
meet  their  payments  ?  Can  thev  sell  these  lots, 
these  brick  houses,  these  canal  shares?  No,  sir, 
in  such  a  state  of  things  they  could  find  no  pur- 
chasers, thev  could  nearly  as  well  create  a  world 
as  to  furnish  the  money ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to 
stop,  and  the  payment  of  this  debt  be  speedily 
coerced,  I  would  not  give  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  whole  of  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  shall  show  presently,  from 
testimony  which  cannot  be  controverted,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its 
directors. or  rather  the  stockholders,  whose  a^nts 
they  are,  in  addition  to  being  wise  and  skilful, 
and  moderate,  as  th^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
states  them  to  have  been,  that  they  have  also  been 
honorable,  and  liberal,  and  impartial ;  and  if,  in 
addition  to  this,  it  be  proved,  that  the  bank  has, 
in  erery  instance  where  it  had  the  ability  to  do 
it,  met  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  and  to  fa- 
cility its  views  in  the  security  and  collection  of 
the  revenue,it  has  also  established  branches  where 
it  must  have  been  obviously  and  palpably  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  bank  to  do  it — if  it  has  fur- 
nished capitals  for  the  extension  of  ocn:  commerce, 
if  it  has  provided  means  for  the  establishment  of 
important  manufactories,  if  it  has  had  a  tendency 
to  raise  the  price  of  our  domestic  produce,  and 
has  thus  encouraged  industry,  and  improved  and 
embellished  the  interior  of  the  country — it  would 
seem  pretty  strongly  to  follow,  that  if  it  be  expe- 
dient to  preserve  the  existence  of  an  institution 
similar  to  this,  then  these  gentlemen,  on  the 
score  of  merit,  added  to  the  experience  of  twenty 
years  snccessful  operation,  have  a  fair  claim  on 
the  Government  for  a  preference  in  favor  of  that 
which  is  already  in  operation. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  stated  in  oppo- 
ntiOQ  to  this  claim,  that  these  stockholders  have 
enjoyed  a  boon  for  twenty  vears  from  which 
othctsof  their  fellow-citizens  nave  been  deprived, 
except  00  snch  terms  a^  the  sellers  of  shares  chose 
to  preieribe ;  that  the  charter  expires  by  its  own 


limitation^  and  that  beyond  this  period  they  have 
no  right  to  expect  anvtbiog  which  may  not  arise 
from  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; I  admit,  sir,  there  is  considerkble 
strength  in  these  objections.  The  exclusive  right 
contained  in  the  charter  ever  appeared  to  me  as 
furnishing  the  most  solid  Constitutional  objection 
against  the  bank.  The  creation  of  monopolies; 
the  granting  of  exclusive  privileges  except  so  far 
as  to  secure  to  the  authors  of  useful  inventions 
the  benefit  of  their  discoveries ;  the  tying  up  of 
the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  and  depriving  itself 
of  the  power  of  according  to  a  set  of  citizens, 
who  may  come  into  legal  existence  to-morrow, 
or  ten  years  hence,  what  it  had  given  to  another ; 
ever  appeared  to  me  hostile  to  the  genius  and 
soirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
all  their  institutions.  Highly  then,  sir,  as  I  am 
induced  to  think  of  the  conduct  of  this  bank,  from 
the  best  evidence  lean  obtain,  still,  from  the  con* 
siderations  I  have  just  mentioned,  did  the  ques* 
tion  now  before  us  simply  afiect  the  stockholders, 
I  should  certainly  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  any 
remarks  in  reference  to  it,  and  should  sit  down 
in  entire  acquiescence,  whether  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank  were  granted  or  rejected. 

Sir,  before  quitting  this  idea  of  Constitutional 
objection^  permit  me  to  make  one  or  two  brief 
remarks  in  regtird  to  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
ingenuity  of  man  to  devise  any  written  system 
of  Government,  which,  after  a  laose  of  time,  ex- 
tension of  empire,  or  change  or  circumstances, 
shall  be  able  to  carry  its  own  provisions  into  op^ 
eration — hence,  sir,  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  implied  or  resulting  powers,  and  hence  the 
provision  in  the  Constitution  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  exercise  such  additional  powers  as 
were  necessary  to  carry  those  that  had  been  del- 
egated into  effect.  Sir,i'f  this  country  goes  on 
increasing  and  extendio?,  in  the  ratio  it  has  done, 
it  is  not  impossible  that  hereafter,  to  provide  for 
all  the  new  oases  that  may  rise  under  this  new 
state  of  things,  the  defined  powers  may  prove 
only  a  text,  and  the  implied  or  resulting  powers 
may  furnish  the  sern^on  to  it. 

Fermit  me^  sir,  to  put  one  question  on  this 
head,  in  addition  to  those  so  ably,  and  to  my  view, 
unanswerably  put  yesterday  oy  the  honorable 
eentleman  trom  Georgia  (Mr.  Crawporo.) 
Whence,  sir,  do  you  get  the  right,  whence  do 
you  derive  the  powers  to  erect  custom-houses  in 
the  maritime  districts  of  the  United  States  ?  To 
attach  to  them  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  custom- 
house officers ;  and  clothe  these  men  with  author- 
ity to  invade  the  domicile,  to  break  into  the 
dwelling-house  of  perhaps  an  innocent  citizen  ? 
Whence  do  yOu  get  it,  sir,  except  as  an  implied 
power  resulting  from  the  authority  given  in  the 
Constitution  '*to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts  and  excises."  If,  under  this  authority, 
you  can  erect  these  custom-houses  and  create 
this  municipal,  fiscal,  inquisitorial  gens  (Parme- 
tie,  with  liberty  to  violate  the  rijfhts  of  the  citi- 
zen, to  break  into  his  castle  at  midnight,  without 
even  a  form  of  a  warrant,  on  a  nlactsible  appear- 
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anee  of  {urobabilixf ,  or  probable  cause  of  suspi- 
cioa  of  his  secreting  amuffgled  goods,  which  the 
event  may  prove  to  be  UDtounded — and  it  will  be 
recollected  that  a  majority  of  Congress  voted  for 
the  grant  of  this  power  in  its  most  ofiensive  form, 
when  two  years  since  they  voted  for  the  act  en- 
fbrcinff  the  embargo— ^I  say,  sir,  if  under  this 
general  power  to  collect  duties,  you  can  erect  the 
establishment  and  give  the  offensive  power  just 
mentioned,  can  you  not,  with  the  concurrence 
even  of  the  citizens,  adopt  another  more  mild  and 
useful  mode,  and  create  an  establishment  for  the 
collection  and  safe-keeping  of  the  revenue,  and 
place  it  under  the  direction  of  ten  or  twelve  di« 
rectors,  and  christen  it  an  office  of  discount  and 
deposite.  or  of  collection  and  payment,  as  you  like 
best  ?  And  can  you  not,  when  you  have  thus 
created  it,  give  to  the  directors  a  power,  which 
perhaps  they  would  have  without  your  grant,  to 
receive  and  keep  the  cash  of  those  who  choose  to 
place  it  with  them  and  to  loan  them  money  at 
the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and  in  some  places,  as 
at  New  York,  at  nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  above 
the  legal  rate  of  interest  ?  If  Vou  can  do  this, 
then  you  have  your  bank  established,  sir — and^ 
most  assuredly,  if  vou  can  do  one  of  these  things 
you  can  do  the  other. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  objection  to  this  bank, 
on  the  ground  that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to 
grant  an  act  of  incorporation,  has  ever  appeared 
to  me  the  most  unsound  and  untenable.  Still 
gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  of  integrity,  who 
have  thought  long  and  deeply  on  the  subject, 
think  differently  from  me:  and  I  feel  bound  to 
respect  their  opinions,  however  opposed  they 
may  be  to  my  own.  Yet,  sir,  I  will  venture  to 
predict,  without  feeling  any  anxiety  for  the  fate 
of  the  prophecy,  that  should  this  bank  be  suffered 
to  run  down,  such  will  be  the  state  of  things  be- 
fore this  time  twelve  months,  that  there  are  other 
gentlemen,  who  at  present  have  Constitutional 
objections,  but  who  have  not  thought  so  long 
and  deeply  upon  them,  will,  before  that  time,  re- 
ceive such  a  flood  of  intelligence,  as  on  this  bead 
perfectly  to  dispel  their  doubts,  and  quiet  their 
consciences. 

Sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  as  briefly  as  may  be 
in  my  power  to  state  the  situation  of  this  bank 
on  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  the  effects  on 
the  community  conseijoent  on  it.  There  is  now 
due  to  the  bank  from  individuals  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars.  These  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  must 
be  collected— the  power  of  the  bank  to  grant  dis- 
counts will  have  ceased,  and  the  duty  of  the  di- 
rectors must  require  them  to  ttiake  the  collection. 
Sir,  how  is  this  to  be  done?  Whence  can  the 
money  be  obtained  ?  I  shall  demonstrate  to  yon 
presently,  that  already,  from  an  apprehension  of 
a  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  busi- 
ness is  nearly  at  a  sUnd-^that  navigation,  real 
estate,  and  merchandise  are  unsaleable ;  and  that 
a  man  worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
recently  rated  value  of  property,  and  owing  ten 
thousand  dollars,  must  stilf  be  utterly  unable  to 
meet  his  engagements.  Suppose,  sir,  this  pro- 
perty ooQsisu  in  houses  or  shipping ;  suppose  his 


warehouse  is  full  of  goods,  and  he  has  a  large 
sum  placed  at  his  credit  in  England?  If, sir, 
he  can  neither  sell  his  ships,  nor  his  goods — if  be 
cannot  sell  his  real  estate  nqr  scarcely  give  away 
his  exchange,  which  hitherto,  to  men  who  bid 
money  in  England,  has  been  a  never  failing 
source  of  supply  in  case  of  need ;  I  say  under 
these  circumstances,  sir,  whatever  may  be  his 
property,  he  cannot  meet  his  engagements.  Sir, 
can  men  thus  situated,  solvent  as  they  ought  to  be 
ten  times  over,  find  relief  from  the  State  banks? 
Certainly  not,  sir.  These  banks  have  alreadf 
gone  to  the  extreme  length  of  their  ability ;  thejf 
have  always  discounted  to  an  amount  in  propor- 
tion  to  their  capital  exceeding  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  State^  which  is  incontrovertiblr 
proved  by  the  dividends  they  have  declarei 
which  have  at  most  universally  equalled  aod 
frequently  exceeded  those  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  notwithstanding  the  advantage 
enjoyed  by  the  latter  from  the  deposite  of  public 
moneys.  Sir,  so  far  from  having  it  in  tbeir 
power,  in  the  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  assist  the  debtors  to  tbat 
bank  in  meeting  their  engagements  to  it— I  af- 
firm the  fact,  on  which  I  have  myself  a  perfect 
reliance,  that,  take  the  State  banks  from  Boston  to 
Washington,  and  after  paying  their  debts  to  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  have  not,  nor  do 
I  believe  they  have  had,  for  six  months  back, 
specie  enough  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  their  de- 
positors, and  the  amount  of  their  bills  in  circula- 
tion. And  here  I  b^  it  to  be  observed,  tbat 
bank  bills,  and  bank  deposite s,  or  credits,  are 
precisely  the  same  thing — with  this  difference 
that  the  latter,  from  the  residence  in  the  oeigb- 
borhood  of  the  banks,  and  the  vigilance  of  tbe 
proprietors,  would  be  the  first  calUd  for.  How 
idle  is  it  then  to  expect  to  obtain  relief  from  banks 
which  have  already  extended  themselves  beyond 
the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  have  not  even  at 
present  the  abihty  to  meet  their  existing  eoga^ 
ments  ?  It  might  nearly  as  well  be  e^tpectei 
that  a  man  who  was  already  a  bankrupt  should 
prop  and  support  his  failing  neighbor. 

Sir,  much  has  been  recently  said  of  the  amount 
of  specie  in  the  United  Sutes.  Theoretical  men 
have  made  many  and  vague  conjectures  about  it, 
for  after  all  it  most  rest  upon  conjecture;  to^ 
have  estimated  it  at  ten  millions  of  doUars-'SOoe 
twelve,  some  twenty,  and  some  newspaper  sc'io' 
biers  at  forty  millions  of  dollars.  Sir,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  for  the  last  ten  years  the  United  States 
have  at  any  time  been  more  bare  of  specie  that  at 
the  present  moment.  A  few  years  since,  spe<^ 
flowed  in  upon  us  in  abundance.  This  resulted 
principally  from  an  operation  of  a  very  singular 
and  peculiar  nature.  The  Spanish  Qoveroinent, 
as  it  was  then  understood, agreed  to  pay  to  ^f*^^ 
a  very  large  sum  of  money — many  millions  w 
dollars,  the  precise  number  I  am  unable  to  state, 
from  her  possessions  in  South  America.  France 
contracted  with  a  celebrated  English  banking 
house,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  with  either  ^^ 
concurrence  or  connivance  of  the  BDglishGo^^^r 
m^ntythat  this  money  should  beobumed  througn 
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the  UDited  States.  These  bankers,  by  their  ageat, 
contracted  with  certain  American  houses,  prin- 
cipally I  believe  in  Baltimore,  for  the  importation 
ofthis  specie  from  La  Vera  Cruz  into  the  United 
States,' trom  whence  it  was  not  transmitted  in 
coin  to  Europe,  but  invested  in  adventures  in  the 
shipments  of  produce,  the  proceeds  of  which  ul- 
timately go  into  the  hands  of  these  bankers  in 
London,  or  of  their  friends  on  the  Continent,  from 
whom  it  was  finally  realized  by  the  French  Qov- 
emment,  either  by  drafts  from  Paris,  or  remit- 
tances to  that  city.  This  operation  had  a  trebly 
^vorable  effect  on  the  United  States^ — it  made 
fortunes  for  some  of  the  merchants,  it  furnished 
the  means  of  shipments  to  Europe,  and  it  also  pro- 
vided the  funds  for  adventures  to  the  East  ladies 
and  to  China.  But  this  contract^  has  now  been 
finished  some  years;  and  since  that  time  there  has 
been  a  constant  drain  of  specie  from  the  country. 
Where  it  is  in  future  to  be  procured  from,  I 
know  not.  Not  from  South  America.  Specie  is, 
I  believe,  protected  from  exportation  there,  ex- 
cept to  Spain.  From  Spain  we  cannot  get  it — 
to  a  great  part  of  what  was  Spain  we  have  now 
scarcely  any  trade.  From  France  it  cannot  be 
obtained,  for  if  we  can  get  there  even  by  license. 
we  are  obliged  to  bring  back  her  produce  or  man- 
ufactures. From  England  it  cannot  be  import- 
ed— it  is  now  made  highly  penal  to  attempt  to 
send  it  out  of  the  kingdom,  with  South  America 
we  have  but  little  trade — hitherto  we  furnished 
theoi  with  smuggled  or  licensed  European  and 
Indim  goods ;  but  now  the  markets  are  flooded 
with  Uiese  foods,  by  importations  direct  from 
England,  and  which  have  been  attended  with 
j^reat  loss  to  the  shippers.  For  these  reasons,  it 
IS  diflScult  to  find  a  vessel  sailing  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  Spanish  ports  m  South  Amer- 
ica. These  are  among  the  reasons  why  the 
amount  of  specie  now  in  the  country  is  small, 
and  has  for  some  time  past  been  gradually  les- 
sening. Sir,  without  indulging  in  vague  con- 
jectures, what  are  the  best  data  we  have  to  form 
an  estinaate  of  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  coun- 
try? The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  its  vaults.  In  Boston  there  are 
three  State  banks — in  New  York  I  believe  four, 
Philadelphia  four,  and  Baltimore  eight^call 
these  oineteeo  twenty,  and  allow  on  an  average 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  specie, 
which  probably  is  as  much  as  they  generally 
possess,  and  this  will  make  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  tnis  amount,  united  to  the  sum  in  the  vaults 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  gives  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars — to  which,  if  you  allow  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  a  loose  circulation  of  specie, 
you  get  an  aggregate  of  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
We  are  sometimes  told  of  the  lar?e  sums  of  mo- 
ney hoarded  in  our  country  by  individuals — pro- 
bably there  may  be  some  among  the  German 
formers  in  Pennsylvania — perhaps  more  in  that 
State  than  in  any  other,  or  all  toe  others  in  the 
Union ;  but  still  of  no  great  amount — the  repu- 
tation of  a  little  money  possessed  in  this  way 
easily  swells  into  a  large  sum.  At  any  rate,  let 
the  ambunt  be  what  it  may,  in  time  of  distress 
llthCoN.  3dSEss.— 6 


and  mistrust,  it  would  afford  no  addition  to  your 
circulating  medium  3  for  it  is  precisely  in  times 
like  these,  that  men  who  hoard  money  will  lock 
it  up  most  securely. 

Sir,  the  circulation  of  our  country  is  at  present 
emphatically  a  paper  circulation — very  little  spe- 
cie passes  in  exchange  between  individuals — it 
is  a  circulation  bottomed  on  bank  paper  and  bank 
credits,  amounting  perhaps  to  fifty  millions  of 
dollars.  And  on  what,  sir,  does  this  circulatioKl 
rest  1  It  rests  upon  the  ten  millions  of  dollars^ 
if  that  be  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country, 
and  upon  public  confidence. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  collect — call  it  ten,  sir — nobody 
will  dispute  this^-no  one  will  pretend  that  this 
bank  is  not  solvent-^the  remnant  of  its  surplus 
dividends,  and  the  interest  it  will  have  earned, 
will  be  sufficient  to  cover  its  losses  at  Nfew  Or- 
leans, at  Washington,  and  perhaps  elsewhere. 
In  wnat  are  these  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
collected  ?  In  bank  bills,  the  credit  of  which  is 
at  least  doubtful  ?  No,  sir,  in  specie ;  and  when 
this  is  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  State  banks, 
and  the  banks  are  unable  to  pay  the  money  for 
their  bills,  who  does  not  see  that  this  confidence 
is  instantly  destroyed — that  the  bubble  bursts^ 
that  floods  of  paper  bills  will  be  poured  in  upon 
them,  which  they  will  be  unable  to  meet,  and 
whicfr  wilt  for  a  time  be  as  worthless  as  oak 
leaves'— that  the  banks  themselves  must,  ^t  least 
temporarily,  become  bankrupts,  and  that  a  pros- 
tration of  credit,  and  all  those  habits  of  punctu- 
ality which;  for  twenty  years,  we  have  been 
striving  so  successfully  to  establish,  will  inevi- 
tably ensue,  and,  with  them,  also,  there  must  be 
suspended  the  commerce,  the  industry  and  man- 
ufactures of  the  country ;  and  a  scene  of  embar- 
rassment and  derangement  be  produced,  which 
has  been  unexampled  in  our  history. 

I  will  now  make  a  very  few  remarks  on  the 
effects  which  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  will  have 
on  the  revenue  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try. Can  it  be  supposed,  sir,  that  the  source  to 
which  will  be  imputed  the  distress  that  will  have 
flowed  from  this  event,  will  be  the  first  to  be 
thought  of  to  be  guarded  against  a  participation 
of  the  evils  that  will  result  from  it,  m  preference 
to  the  claims  of  the  qiost  intimate  friends  and 
connexions?  No,  sir.  the  bonds  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  collected  only  at  the  tail  of  an 
execution.  But  I  mean  not  to  press  this  consid- 
eration. Admit,  for  a  moment,  that  they  will  all 
be  equally  well  collected— that  they  will  be  paid 
as  usual,  although  it  is  palpable  that  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
find  the  means  to  pay  them :  Yet,  admit,  sir,  that 
the  money  is  collected  in  the  State  banks,  how 
is  it  to  be  transmitred  ?  It  must  come  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  seat  of  Government;  very  little  of  the 
public  money  is  expended  in  the  Northern  section 
of  the  Union.  Will  it  come  from  the  Eastward, 
in  bills  of  the  State  banks  ?  Penobscot  bank  bills 
sometimes  will  not  pass  in  Boston ;  Boston  bills 
pass  with  difficulty  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia  5 
1  and  the  bills  of  New  York  State  banks  probably 
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would  Dot  be  readily  current  in  Washington. 
You  must  then,  sir,  if  Boston  gives  ^ou  a  revenue 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  transmit  the  greater 
part  of  it  to  the  seat  of  Qoyernment,  or  wherever 
It  may  be  wanted  in  specie.  Can  this  be  done? 
We  have  not  two  millions  of  dollars  of  specie  in 
our  town,  and,  I  may  almost  venture  to  say,  never 
had.  Suppose  you  make  this  transmission  once, 
can  you  do  it  a  second  time  1  No,  sir,  the  thing 
is  utterly  impracticable.  You  must  adopt  some 
other  mode.  Exchange  between  the  different 
cities  will  not  reach  the  case  >  fre()uently  it  can- 
not be  purchased  even  for  an  insignificant  amount. 

Sir,  will  your  money,  when  collected,  be  safe 
in  the  State  banks?  Of  this  I  am  extremely 
doubtful.  Solicitations  will  undoubtedly  be  made 
for  it  from  all  quarters.  They  have  already  been 
made.  In  one  instance,  I  am  told,  sir,  the  agent 
of  a  bank,  even  during  the  few  past  weeks,  has 
been  here  for  the  purpose— that  suddenly  the  agent 
was  gone,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  discovered  that, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  one  of  the  debtors  to  the 
bank  which  he  represented,  (a  great  broker,)  the 
stock  had  fallen  in  one  day  near  20  per  cent. 
What  was  this  the  evidence  of,  but  that  those 
who  were  most  interested  in  this  bank,  the  stock- 
holders who  were  on  the  spot,  and  best  ac(^uainted 
with  its  solidity,  were  willing  to  wash  their  hands 
of  their  concern  in  it,  at  almost  any  rate  of  sac- 
rifice? Sir,  I  only  state  this,  as  it  was  here  re- 
ported. I  have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  But  will  you  trust  your  funds  with  an 
institution  t()us  precarious,  and  whose  solidity  is 
distrusted  even  by  its  best  friends  ? 

Bv  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  year  1810,  laid  on  our  tables,  I  find  there  has 
been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States^390 
received  from  the  Lincoln  and  Kennebec  Bank, 
in.  Massachusetts,  as  an  interest  on  the  public 
money  while  deposited  at  that  bank.  The  his- 
tory of  this  credit  of  interest,  is,  I  presume,  the 
following:  The  mone]^  was  deposited  at  the  bank 
for  account  of  the  United  States;  the  bank  used 
the  money  for  its  own  accommodation,  and, 
when  called  on  for  the  amount,  could  not  refund 
it.  This  allowance  of  interest  is  therefore  for 
the  time  during  which  the  bank  could  not  pay 
the  money.  The  amount  in  this  instance  is  small, 
sir,  and  the  United  States  have  received  a  com- 

Sensation  for  the  use  of  the  money.  It  proves, 
owever,  what  has  been  done,  and  will  be  done 
again.  Suppose  it  should  be  done  on  a  iftrse  scale, 
and  when  the  Government  wants  its  Kinds,  it 
cannot  command  them — interest  on  the  amount 
will  not  pay  the  salaries  of  the  ofiScers  of  the  na- 
tion—it will  not  feed  your  armies,  nor  support 
your  navy— it  must  derange  tha  whole  system  of 
the  Government,  and  perhaps  bring  it  to  a  stand 
still.  I  have  no  hesitation,  sir.  in  declaring,  that 
in  my  opinion  if  the  collection  and  transmission 
of  the  public  moneys  be  intrusted  exclusively  to 
the  State  banks,  that  at  least  great  trouble,  per- 
plexity, and  occasional  defalcation,  will  ensue. 

I  shall  now  present,  sir,  to  the  Senate,  the  tea- 
timony  which  was  offered  to  the  committee  by 
the  two  delegations  from  Philadelphia,  the  one 


selected  from  the  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics, and  the  other  from  the  merchants  of  (bat 
city.  It  will  go  conclusively  to  show  the  effects 
which  it  is  apprehended  will  issue  from  the  ces- 
sation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  a  city, 
the  first  perhaps  in  population  and  wealth  in  the 
Union,  and  the  one  least  engaged  of  any  of  tbe 
great  seaports,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth,  in  for- 
eign commerce. 

The  agents  from  the  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics told  their  story  in  a  plain^  straij^htforward 
manner,  each  one  narrating  facts  which  affected 
himself,  and  came  within  the  scope  of  his  per- 
sonal observations.  The  representatives  of  tbe 
merchants  took  a  wider  scope,  and  entered  into 
general  reasonings  which  would  present  them- 
selves generally  to  the  minds  of  others,  and  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate ;  this  explanatioa  is 
here  made  to  account  for  the  cause  why  the  fo^ 
mer  testimony,  which  was  very  impressively  gi^ 
en  to  the  committee,  will  be  stated  in  detail,  aod 
the  latter  be  presented  in  a  much  more  compressed 
and  concise  form. 

Mr.  Leiper,  a  respectable,  wealthy,  and  exteo' 
sive  tobacconist,  and  a  proprietor  also  of  some 
stone  quarries,  which  furnish  considerable  build- 
ing stone  to  the  masons  in  Philadelphia,  informed 
the  committee,  that  he  had  been  long  and  exten- 
sively engaged  in  a  tobacco  manufactory.  He 
employs  upwards  of  a  hundred  workmen,  and 
the  expenses  of  his  business  amount  to  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  a  day ;  he  believes  that 
the  dissolution  ol  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  produce  a  scene  of  distress  in  the  seaports 
unprecedented  in  our  country ;  that  it  woald  stop 
one-half  of  the  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics of  the  city ;  that  already  confidence  was 
nearly  destroyed ;  the  debts  due  to  manufactarers 
and  mechanics  were  on  open  accounts,  on  which 
it  was  impossible  to  make  collections  to  aof 
amount  of  consequence ;  that  the  manufacturers 
and  mechanics  must,  unless  the  state  of  things 
be  altered,  in  a  great  measure  stop  their  busiaess 
and  dismiss  their  workmen,  and  very  many  of 
them  sacrifice  their  property,  or  lose  their  reputa- 
tion and  stop  payment.  Money,  he  said,  coold 
not  be  commanded  a  short  time  since,  howerer 
good  the  security  ofifered ;  he  generally  met  bu 
engagements  easily ;  he  had  however  snortly  be- 
fore leaving  home  occasion  to  remit  to  his  cor- 
respondent at  Richmond,  where  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  having  considerable  quantities  of  tobacco 
purchased,  fourteen  hundred  dollars ;  he  had  oo 
hand,  towards  this  sum,  eiaht  hundred  dollars, ana 
found  considerable  difiiculty  in  procuring  '^^.^j 
mainder;  it  had  however  been  done  since  heleH 
home,  aod  remitted,  with  directions,  however,  to 
the  agent  to  make  no  more  purchases,  nor  to  eater 
into  any  new  contracts  for  his  account. 

Mr.  Leiper  further  stated,  that  the  pressure Jw 
money  which  recently  existed  in  Philadelpn"^ 
has,  for  the  moment,  been  relieved,  although 
scarcely  any  sales  or  purchases  are  making,  ^«' 
cept  at  greatly  reduced  and  destructive  w^ . : 
the  seller.  This  relief  had  been  obtained  by  toe 
Bank  of  the  United  Stat«a  agreeing  to  oootifloc 
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its  fall  diseouoto  to  the  4th  of  March  aext ;  and 
from  the  State  baoks,  calculating  on  the  forbear- 
aace  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  having 
liberally  issued  new  paper.  The  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  which  Mr.  Leiper  has  been  for  manv 
years  a  director,  recently  let  oat  in  one  week 
eighty  thousand  dollars  of  new  money ;  but  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  continued, 
this  momentary  relief  would  only  extend  the  evil, 
as  it  would  enlarge  the  liabilities,  and  still  further 
increase  the  pressure  and  distress,  and  want  of 
money  which  must  then  arise. 

About  seventeen  years  since,  Mr.  Leiper  felt 
hurt  at  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  rejecting  his  paper;  he  left  the  bank 
and  did  his  business  elsewhere ;  since  that  time 
he  had  heard  no  complaints;  he  believed  the 
concerns  of  the  bank  had  been  conducted  fairly 
and  liberally,  and  that  discounts  had  been  afford- 
ed to  democrats  as  well  as  xo  federalists,  to  man- 
ufactarers  and  mechanics  as  well  as  the  mer- 
chants. 

Mr.  Leiper,  sir,  has  been  a  zealous  and  unwa- 
vering partisan  of  the  persons  now  in  power^ 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  bis  testimony  will  not  probably  be  thought 
entitled  to  less  weight  on  that  account. 

Mr.  Orice^  a  respectable  master  ship  carpenter, 
in  large  business,  informed  the  committee  that 
there  are  now  building,  in  Philadelphia^  9,145 
tons  of  sbipping,  a  list  of  which  he  exhibiteQ  to 
the  coainuttee,  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage  than 
was  ever  before  on  the  stocks  in  that  city,  and 
which,  when  finished,  would  cost  about  a  million 
of  dollars ;  that  the  whole  of  this  shipping  had 
been  contracted  for,  except  about  one  thousand 
tons ;  that  the  work  was  to  be  done  and  deliver- 
ed in  the  coarse  of  the  ensuing  Spring ;  that  there 
were  employed  in  the  city,  in  connexion  #ith 
this  bosiness,  about  two  thousand  persons ;  that, 
owing  to  the  apprehensions  excited  by  the  ex- 
pected non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  mat  inconvenience  had  been 
already  experienced  by  all  classes  of  men  in  that 
city;  that  confidence  was  nearly  destroyed ;  he 
could  neither  obtain  money  to  pay  his  workmen 
or.  to  carry  on  his  business;  that  the  former,  un- 
IcM  a  change  took  place,  he  must  dismiss;  that 
such  bad  been  the  rapid  growth  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States,  it  was  difficult  to  pro- 
cure mod  workmen,  it  was  highly  important  to 
keep  them  in  the  country,  and  would  be  extreme- 
ly oisadTantageous  to  have  them  drawn  out  of 
it ;  that  already,  owinff  to  the  great  increase  of 
ship-build iag  in  Canada,  agents  were  endeavoring 
to  induce  them  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
that  country,  where  they  could  earn  more  money 
than  at  home.  That  if  the  bank  were  obliged  to 
stop,  the  master  ship-carpenters  could  neither 
bonow  money  nor  collect  their  debts,  and  must, 
of  necessity,  dismiss  their  workmen^  in  which 
caaevery  many  of  them  would  leave  the  United 
Sutea,  and  probably  never  return.  That  he  did 
not  believe  that  more  than  two  or  three  of  the 
persons  who  had  contracted  for  vessels,  in  the 
tj9nt  o£  the  dissolution  of  the  bank,  would  he 


able  to  fulfil,  their  contracts ;  that  in  consequence, 
the  vessels  would  be  left  on  the  hands  of  the 
builders,  who,  on  their  part,  would  be  unable  to 
meet  their  engagements;  and  that  the  vessels 
must  finally  be  sold  for  the  most  that  they  would 
fetch,  probably  at  half  their  value,  to  the  great 
loss,  and  perhaps  ruin  of  the  builders. 

He  had  been  himself  largely  in  business,  and 
had  dealt  for  many  years  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  he  had  ever  been  treated  liberally 
and  kindly  by  it ;  he  viewed  himself  indebted  in 
a  considerable  degree  for  his  present  standing  in 
society,  to  the  accommodations  he  had  received 
at  that  bank ;  still,  in  the  course  of  his  business^ 
he  occasionally  took  notes,  at  three,  four,  or  six 
months,  which,  baving  a  longer  time  to  run  than 
that  at  which  tne  bank  discounted,  of  sixty  days, 
he  found  it  convenient  to  convert  into  money; 
this  hitherto  he  could  always  readily  do,  by  carry- 
ing the  notes  to  a  wealthy  merchant  for  whom 
he  sometimes  did  business,  and  who  hitherto  had 
always  been  willing  to  discount  them  for  him  at 
bank  interest ;  that  being  cut  ofi*  from  his  usual 
discounts  at  the  bank,  he  recently  endeavored  to 
avail  himself  of  this  resource,  but  found  it, wholly- 
shut  against  him;  that  the  gentleman,  whose 
fundahad  hitherto  appeared  inexhaustible,  would 
now  afford  no  relief;  confidence  was  destroyed; 
he  knew  not  who  was  saCe ;  he  would  make  no 
new  discounts,  were  the  answers  he  obtained  in- 
stead of  money. 

Mr.  Grice  stated,  that  this  out-of-door  discount- 
ing had  been  of  great  service  to  the  manufactu- 
rers and  mechanics,  as  they  could  frequently  get 
money  from  i^  when  they  could  not  obtain  dis- 
counts at  the  banks;  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  amount  of  money  thus  employed  in  the 
city,  at  the  legal  and  advanced  rates  of  interest, 
was  not  less  than  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  that 
this  resource  was  now  wholly  cut  off;  they  who 
had  money  would  not  loan  it  at  any  rate,  and 
kept  it  on  hand,  either  to  secure  it,  or  to  derive  an 
exorbitant  advantage  from  the  necessities  and 
sacrifices  of  others.  Mr.  Grice  believed,  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  all  classes  in  Philadel- 
phia were  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  bank ;  without  it,  he  believed  great  num- 
bers of  persons  would  be  rendered  bankrujpts, 
and  general  distress,  at  least  among  the  manuiW- 
turers  and  traders,  would  ensue. 

Mr.  Vogdes,  a  master  house-carpenter,  in  ex- 
tensive business,  informed  the  committee  there 
were  at  this  time  building  about  five  hundred 
brick  houses  in  Philadelphia,  two-thirds  of  which 
belonged  to  the  mechanics  of  the  city,  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  lots  of  land  on  credit, 
and  who,  with  their  own  capitals,  which  in  many 
instances  are  small,  and  by  borrowing  of  the 
banks  or  of  individuals,  and  buying  materials  on 
credit,  are  enabled  to  erect  buildings,  on  the  sale 
of  which  they  depend  for  the  means  of  meeting 
their  engagements ;  that  he  himself  at  present 
owns  build mgs  of  this  description,  on  the  sale  <£ 
which  he  had  calculated,  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  He  employs 
one  hundred  workmen.  /    r\r\n\^ 

Digitized  by  VjOO^  IC 


167 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


168 


Sbiiatb. 


Bank  of  the  United  State: 


Fbbrdart,  1811. 


'  Mr.  Vogdes  stated  that  he  bad  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  a  moderate  accommodation  at  the 
bank ;  be  had  ever  been  well  treated  by  the  bank; 
the  directors  had  recently  reduced  his  notes,  bat 
not  in  80  great  a  degree  as  the  State  banks  had 
•done ;  that  the  expected  termination  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  Ui)ited  States  had  greatly 
incommoded  him,  and  others  probably  more;  it 
had  nearly  suspended  all  businessamongthe  man- 
ofacturers  and  mechanics;  it  had  stopped  all 
•ales  of  real  estate,  which  he  does  not  belieye 
could  now  be  effected  at  so  high  a  rate  within 
thirty  per  cent,  as  the  sales  could  have  been  made 
•t  some  time  since ;  he  had  himself  engaged  to 
•ell  two  houses,  one  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  the 
contractors  for  which  had  fallen  from  their  en- 
ffagements,  under  one  small  pretence  or  another, 
but  really,  as  he  belicTes,  from  the  change  of 
times,  and  the  difficulty  there  existed  in  procur- 
ing money  to  meet  the  engagements  even  of  the 
most  wealthy  persons ;  he  himself  had  a  note  of 
ooe  of  the  most  respectable  and  undoubted  men 
In  the  city ;  he  offered  it  at  three  banks,  but  could 
not  obtain  a  discount  on  it,  and  was  finally  oblig- 
ed, In  order  to  meet  his  engagements  and  pay  hts 
workmen^  to  sell  it  at  one-and-a-half  per  cent,  per 
month  discount;  he  kuew  a  bi^oker  who  had 
notes  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars 
lying  by  him  for  sale,  which  were  considered 
good,  but  which  he  could  jiot  discount  at  any 
rate;  he  had  a  mortgage  which  he  was  con- 
strained to  sell  at  eighteen  per  cent,  for  twelve 
months ;  and  his  son,  to  pay  his  workmen,  was 
obliged  to  have  his  note  discounted  on  the  best 
terms  at  which  it  could  be  done,  which  were  at 
two  per  cent  per  month. 

Mr.  Vogdes  is  concerned  in  some  rolling  and 
aiming  mills,  which  work  about  five  hundred 
tons  of  iron  annually.  The  proprietors  have 
now  on  hand  about  one  hundred  tons  of  manu- 
factured iron ;  commonly  it  is  very  saleable — at 
present,  owinj;  <o  the  causes  that  have  been  men- 
tioned, there  is  no  demand  for  it.  It  is  usual  for 
manufacturers  of  iron  to  lay  in  their  stocks  when 
the  importations  are  hirgest,  generally  late  in  the 
Autumn  ;  this,  several  of  them  have  done.    The 

Cice  is  usually  from  QlOd  to  $120  per  ton— it 
s,  however,  fallen,  from  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  to  eighty-five  dollars  per  ton.  This  difier- 
CDce  the  manufacturers  must  suffer,  which,  in  ad- 
^tton  to  the  want  of  sale  for  their  manufactures, 
and  the  other  disadvaota^s  under  which  they 
Inbor,  if  relief  be  not  speedily  obtained,  must  ruin 
most  of  those  who  have  not  large  capitals  to  en- 
mble  them  to  sustain  the  shock. 

He  does  not  believe  that  political  considera- 
tions enter  at  all  into  the  direction  of  this  bank. 
He  has  no  knowledge  of  a  well-founded  com- 
plaint of  any  mechanic,  democrat  or  federalist, 
not  receiving  a  discount  if  entitled  to  it,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  bank  would  admit  of  it.  He 
stated  that  this  was  no  party  question  ;  that,  with 
m  very  few  exceptions,  all  classes  in  Philadelphia 
•re  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank«  He  is  authorized  to  say,  that  the  person 
who  now  has,  and  for  the  last  twelve  months  has 


had,  the  largest  accommodation  at  the  bank,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  leading  demo- 
crats in  the  city.  If  the  charter  be  not  renewed, 
it  is  his  opinion,  the  most  serious  and  general  dis- 
tress will  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Ord,  a  respectable  rope  manufacturer, 
stated  to  the  committee  that  he  worked  up  annu- 
ally in  his  manufactorv  about  one  hundred  tons 
of  hemp;  that  he  seldom  wanted  discounts— 
when  he  did,  he  obtained  them  with  facility  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  StatesL  where  be  had  beea 
always  well  treated,  and  the  nusiness  of  which, 
he  believed,  had  been  conducted  fairly  and  libe- 
rally, without  reference  to  any  party  or  politicsl 
views  whatevec.  He  bad  hitherto  been  able  to 
carry  on  his  business  with  ease.  He  had  large 
debts  out,  hot  now  all  confidence  was  destroyed ; 
be  could  collect  nothing-*nor  could  he,  withont 
receiving  his  debts  or  borrowinff  money  to  meet 
bis  engagements :  and,  if  times  did  not  change,  he 
must  stop  his  business  and  dismiss  his  workmen, 
as  must  most  of  the  other  manufacturers  of  cord- 
age in  the  city ;  that,  at  present,  all  business  was 
at  a  stand — ^no  sales  could  be  effected.  Hemp, 
which,  shortly  since,  was  at  Q350  per  ton,  had 
fallen  to  $250,  without  finding  a  market.  He  hs4 
recently  bought  some  at  9200  per  ton,  which  had 
sustained  so  small  a  degree  of  damage  as  to  make 
it  scarcely  worth  naming.  Kentucky  yarns  were 
alto  unsaleable,  although  there  were  never  so 
many  ships  on  the  stocks  in  Philadelphia,  aod 
the  cordage  for  which  must  be  principally  man* 
ufactured  from  these  yarns,  which,  but  for  the 
present  state  of  tbio|;s,  would  have  risen  rather 
than  declined  in  price,  as  the  vessels  buildio; 
would  have  been  rigged  in  the  ensuing  Spring: 
that  the  cordage  for  them  would  have  been  want- 
ed nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  could  be  made 
much  sooner  from  yarns  than  from  hemp,  w^ieh 
would  have  given  them  the  preference. 

Mr.  Ord  fully  concurs  with  the  other  gentle- 
men in  the  distress  which  would  be  produced  ia 
consequence  of  a  dissolution  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank. 

Mr.  Fosring,  an  intelligent  and  respectable  co^ 
rier  of  leather,  informed  the  committee  that  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  domestie  and  Ux- 
eign  hides  to  a  large  amount,  which,  after  tnaaa- 
Picturing,  he  sold  to  his  customers  in  the  Interior, 
and  to  the  boot  and  shoemakers  in  the  citjr,  gen- 
erally on  a  credit  of  six  months — which,  how- 
ever, frequently  extended  to  twelve  months  be- 
fore he  received  his  money ;  he  also  ships  con- 
siderable quantities  of  leather  to  other  pnrta  of 
the  United  States.  There  are  about  forty  curriers 
in  Philadelphia,  and  fVom  two  to  three  thoosaad 
persons,  including  those  who  work  the  leather, 
are  dependent  on  this  manufactory  in  the  city ;  a 
considerable  number  of  whom,  he  believes,  (un- 
less some  relief  is  obtained)  from  the  preaeat 
scarcity  of  money,  will  be  greatly  distressed,  and 
be  dismissed  from  employment.  He  has  kept  bis 
account  principally  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  has  alwavs  been  well  treated,  and  has 
derived  a  great  facility  in  his  business,  both  to 
the  North  and  South,  by  the  bank  collecting  his 
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debts  for  bim,  asd  pasmog  tbe  amount  to  bis 
credit  in  Phitajelpbia,  free  of  commission  and 
tbe  risk  of  remitting  money..  This,  he  believes, 
IS  generally  done  by  tbe  bank  for  the  merchants, 
manufacturers,  and  mechanics,  who  may  request 
it,  and  cannot  be  done  by  the  State  banks,  because 
they  have  not  branches  in  the  different  seaports 
of  the  United  Sutes,  even  if  they  had  the  dispo- 
sition to  do  it.  He  has  hitberto  been  able  to 
command,  with  ease,  as  large  an  amount  of  mo- 
ney as  bis  business  required ;  at  present,  be  can- 
not collect  bis  debts,  nor  sell  his  stock,  nor  get 
discounts  at  the  banks.  Having  failed  to  do  it 
at  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  applied  to  a 
State  bank,  where  he  had  made  some  deposites, 
but  without  success. 

Mr.  FcBring  states  that  confidence  is  be^nning 
to  be  impair^  even  in  bank  paper.  He  shortly 
sinee  booght  some  hides  of  an  opulent  farmer, 
witb  whom  be  had  dealt  before,  and  who  had 
always,  without  objection,  received  his  payment 
in  checks  or  bank  bills;  in  the  recent  sale,  he, 
bowever,  declined  at  first  to  receive  theiQ — after 
some  persuasion  he  did  take  tbem,  but  immedi- 
ately went  to  the  bank  and  demanded. the  money 
and  took  it  home  with  him.  Very  many  of  the 
manofactorersand  mechanics  have  accounts  open 
with  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  has 
found  discounu  more  readily  obtained  there  than 
at  tbe  Sute  bank.  When  be  left  Philadelphia, 
be  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  one  direct- 
or of  tbe  Innks.  He  has  heard  no  complaints  for 
many  years  of  the  .conduct  of  the  bank,  the  affairs 
of  which  he  believes  to  be  liberally  and  honora- 
bly conducted.  He  believes  the  only  considera- 
tion with  them  in  discounting,  is,  whether  the 
wper  which  is  offered  be  good  or  bad,  without 
reference  to  political  principles  or  conduct  of  the 
party  oflbring  it. 

Mr.  Peering  asserts  that,  in  Philadelphia,  this 

is  no  party  question ;  nearly  all  classes  wish  for 

a  continuance  of  the  bank.    He  does  not  believe 

there  are  a  hundred  master  manufacturers  and 

workmen  in  the  city,  who  would  not  readily  have 

signed  the  memorial  bad  there  been  time  for  it. 

The  subscription  was  very  hastily  filled  up ;  for, 

although  it  contains  the  names  of  between  five 

and  six  hundred  master  manufacturers  and  me- 

ebanics,  and  not  one  name  of  any  other  descripr 

tion,  it  would  have  included  a  large  number  of 

others.    He  carried  round  one  of  the  memorials, 

and  met  with  scarcely  any  one  who  refused  to 

sign  it.  He  does  not  believe  one  out  of  a  hundred 

would  object  to  it— it  was  not  true  that  it  was  a 

party  question — he  was  a  democrat — tbe  whole 

delegation  were  democrats ;  some  of  them  were 

from  tbe  very  focus  of  democracy,  the  Northerik 

Liberties ;  and  yet  they  were  anxious  the  charter 

of  the  bank  should  be  renewed ;  indeed,  if  it  were 

net,  or  some  other  relief  obtained,  a  great  many  of 

tbe  mechanics  and  manufacturers  must  stop  their 

banaess,  dismiss  their  workmen,  and  some  of 

them  be  ruined,  as  they  could  now  neither  by 

loans  nor  by  collections  get  monejr  enough  to 

meet  their  engagements  and  pay  their  expenses. 

The  jonmeymen  and  laborers  have  not  yet  felt 


the  pressure,  because  they  have  been  kept  in  eiir> 
pjoy.  from  the  hope  that  business  and  confidence 
would  be  renewed,  and  money  again  become  as 
pleoty  as  it  had  been.  Should  this  not  be  the 
case,  the  clamor  and  distress  will  then  be  beard 
and  felt  more  uoiversaiiy  and  extensively. 

This,  sir,  was  the  narration  which  was  most 
impressively  delivered  to  the  committee.  In  the 
sentiments  of  the  delegation  there  was  no  vari* 
ance ;  all  the  members  of  it  stated  the  anxiety 
and  wish  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  whicn 
pervaded  nearly  all  ranks,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. They  united  in  the  opinion  that  party 
considerations  did  not  mingle  with  the  question; 
that  if  the  bank  were  permitted  to  run  down, 
they  should  individually  be  great  sufferers;  that 
a  scene  of  embarrassment  and  distress  would  over* 
whelm  great  numbers  of  the  citizens;  that  the 
State  banks  could  afford  no  relief,  having  already 
extended  their  discounts  to  the  utmost  limits  of 
prudence,  calculating  on  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter, or  the  forbearance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  if  this  were  not  obtained,  the  mischiefs 
they  have  described  must  be  experienced,  and 
the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  would  fall  the 
first  sacrifices — for  the  merchants  were  in  the 
habit,  either  by  aucttoo  or  otherwise,  of  selling 
their  property  for  endorsed  paper  or  collateral  se- 
curity, while  the  manufacturers  and  mecbanica 
were  left  exposed  on  a  single  name,  as  it  never 
was  their  usage  to  demand  security,  nor  could 
they  do  it ;  were  they  to  attempt  it.  they  would 
give  offence  to  their  employers,  and  lose  not  only 
their  present  but  all  future  business  from  them  s 
and,  of  consequence,  severely  as  the  merchants 
would  suffer  by  this  unexampled  stopping  of  bu- 
siness, the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  would 
feel  it  still  more  seriously,  and  pumbers  of  them 
undoubtedly  be  ruined. 

A  delegation  from  the  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  composed  of  very  respectable  men, 
and  equally  divided  as  i^rds  an  attachment  to 
the  two  great  political  divisions  in  our  conntryi 
were  heard  before  the  committee.  They  confirm- 
ed the  represedtations  that  had  been  made  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  baak— <the  absence  of  party 
influence  from  its  management-*tbe  interest 
which  was  excited  for  its  continuance — the  stag- 
nation of  business,  and  the  prostration  of  credit, 
and  all  habits  of  punctuality,  which  they  believ- 
ed would  ensue  from  its  dissolution.  They  also 
stated  the  serious  loss  it  would  occasion  to  the 
Government  from  the  inability  df  the  importers 
to  pay  their  bonds,  and  their  disbelief  in  the  abil- 
ity of^  the  State  banks  to  afford  any  permanent 
relief.  These  gentlemen  gave  it  as  their  opinioa 
that  the  more  liberal  these  banks  were  now,  the 
worse  would  be  their  situation  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ceased  its  discounts;  that  if 
tbe  affairs  of  that  bank  were  speedily  wound  up, 
the  State  banks  could  not  meet  their  engage- 
ments and  pay  for  the  notes  they  had  in  circiua- 
tion,  and  that  they  must  of  course  stop  payment 
as  well  as  the  merchants ;  that  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  the  depositors  would  withdraw  their  de- 
posites instantly,  and  the  bank  notes  which  were 
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in  eircQlation  would  immediately  retarn  upon 
the  banks,  when  they  would  be  unable  to  pay 
them ;  that,  already,  a  considerable  degree  of  sus- 
picion was  beginning  to  prevail  of  iae  security 
of  bank  paper;  that  there  bad  been  recently 
brouffht  to  the  Bank  of*North  America  notes 
whicn  had  been  issued  twenty  years  before,  and 
were  supposed  to  have  been  lost,  but  which  distrust 
bad  again  brought  to  light.  That  neither  naviga- 
tion nor  merchandise,  nor  exchange,  however  un- 
exceptionable, could  now  be  disposed  of,  except 
at  great  sacrifices;  that  floitr  had  fallen  in  price 
from  eleven  to  seven  and  three-quarters  of  a  dol- 
lar, or  eight  dollars  a  barrel ;  that  the  bouse  to 
which  one  of  the  gentlemen  belonged,  one  of  the 
first  in  point  of  standing  in  the  United  States, 
had  recently  received  orders  for  the  shipment  of 
thirty  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  which,  from  the 
uncertainty  of  finding  funds,  or  procuring  pur- 
chasers for  bills  of  exchange,  as  heretofore,  lucra- 
tive as  was  the  commission,  they  had  declined  to 
execute.  That  it  was  the  belief  of  these  gentle- 
men that  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  and  the  col- 
lection of  its  capital  at  so  unfortunate  a  period  as 
the  present,  when  so  much  property  was  other- 
wise absorbed  and  sequestered  abroad,  would  be 
attended  with  extremely  injurious  consequences 
to  the  commercial,  agricultural^  and  manufactur- 
ing interests,  and  to  the  revenue  and  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

Sir,  I  shall  neither  trespass  further  upon  your 
time,  nor  weaken  this  testimony  by  any  com- 
ments of  mine.  1  have  now  only  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  while  I  trouble  them  with 
a  few  additional  observations,  and  those  chiefly 
of  a  personal  nature.  Most  certainly,  sir,  I  am 
not  acting  under  the  bias  of  any  sinister'influence, 
or  partiality,  in  advocating  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  this  bank.  I  do  not  own  a  share  of  the 
stock,  nor  have  I  owned  one  for  a  considerable 
time  past,  nor  do  I  owe  to  the  institution  a  dollar. 
A  few  years  since  I  was  in  the  direction  of  one 
of  its  branches — the  Bank  in  Boston — and  I  was 
left  out  of  it  with  very  little  ceremony ;  not  be- 
cause I  had  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in 
me.  for  at  the  time  I  was  left  out  of  the  direction 
I  did  nor  owe  to  the  bank  a  single  cent,  either 
on  my  own  account,  or  as  surety  for  another,  and 
my  accommodation  at  the  bank  had  never  been 
larfi;e.  I  was  then  young,  and  possessed  of  but 
little  property,  and  to  enable  me  to  exercise  an 
independence  of  action,  which  I  'hope  ever  to 
preserve,  I  thought  it  proper  to  abstain  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  from  accommodations  to  myself, 
in  order  that  I  mig^ht  be  enabled,  if  necessary, 
more  freely  to  check  undue  accommodations  to 
others.  Still,  sir,  this  was  a  conduct  towards  me 
not  calculated  to  produce  any  peculiar  partiality 
for  the  institution.  It  is  trde  I  was  subsequently 
offered,  from  a  source  which  I  respected,  a  seat 
again  at  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  the  under- 
standins^  thatlshould  retain  it  as  long  aslpleased. 
This  I  declined,  and  should  ever  have  declined  it. 
Although  from  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  I  should  feel  any  particular  regard 
for  the  bank,  yet  still  I  am  bound  to  say  I  feel  no 


hostility  towards  it.  I  believe  it  has  been  an  ex- 
tremely useful  institution ;  and  •from  a  persoDa) 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  the  afiairs  of  the 
Branch  Sank  at  Boston,  I  freely  declare,  that  in 
my  opinion  it  is  impossible  for  the  concerns  of  any 
moneyed  institution  to  beconducted  with  more  cor- 
rectness, integrity,  and  impartiality— with  more 
discretion  towards  the  puolic,  or  greater  safety 
towards  the  corporation  which  created  it.  I  know 
the  directors.  They  are  honorable  and  estimable 
men— and  at  the  head  of  the  bank  is  a  gentleman, 
an  Essex  junto  man  perhaps  he  may  be  called, 
who  would  grace  any  station  in  any  country. 

Sir,  I  have  received  from  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  a  r^ 
quest  that  I  would  oppose  the  renewal  of  thecha^ 
ter  of  this  bank.  I  receive  the  request,  sir,  with  all 
the  deference  and  respect  which  is  due  from  me 
to  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  that  honorable 
body.  U  has  induced  me  to  examine  my  senti- 
ments, to  reweigh  and  deliberately  reflect  npoa 
them.  Having  done  this,  and  having  come  into 
office,  without  an  intimation  of  a  wish  on  my 
part  lor  public  life — without  a  single  stipulation 
as  to  my  political  opinions,  or  an  indication  of 
the  course  I  should  pursue,  lean  only  say.  IsboaM 
not  act,  on  a  question  in  which  I  consiaered  the 
public  interests  as  implicated,  in  opposition  to 
the  convictions  of  my  own  mind,  deliberately 
formed^  in  consequence  of  the  request,  or  if  you 
please  instruction,  of  the  entire  Legislature  of  the 
State  which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, much  as  I  am  bound  both  by  duty  and  in- 
clination to  respect  it,  nor  in  consequence  of  the 
request  or  instruction  of  all  the  congregated  It- 
gislatures  on  earth.  I  believe  the  renewal  of  the 
ch&rter  of  the  bank  will  avert  many  evils,  andi 
shall  vote  for  it. 

It  will  probably  be  said,  sir,  that  the  distresses 
which  will  be  incident  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
bank  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  that  a  city 
in  this  vicinity  is  refcidy  to  meet  the  consequences, 
and  to  set  them  at  defiance.  Let  it  be  recollected, 
that  in  the  five  New  England  States,  a  country 
for  which  it  Is  both  my  pride  and  pleasure  to 
avow  a  marked  partiality,  we  have  but  one  branch 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  wit& 
a  capital  of  only  $700,000.  Surely,  then,  if  a  «Dg» 
city,  with  a  population  of  thirty  or  forty  thousana 
persotis,  can  meet  these  consequences,  we  can  so*" 
tain  them— but  we  shall  undoubtedly  sufier  mocn 
inconvenience,  not  however  so  great  a  ^^S^^^ 
it,  as  any  other  district  on  the  seaboard  of  tne 
United  States. 

It  is  possible,  sir,  that  apprehension  may  w''* 
magnified  the  evils  which  are  ro  flow  frotn  tnc 
dissolution  of  the  bank — it  is  possible,  in  thw  ^^ 
tried  state  of  things,  there  may  be  founda  pow« 
of  expansion  in  the  moneyed  market  of  the  con 
try,  which  will  be  equal,  oir  nearly  equal,  to  ^ 
unexpected  demand  that  may  be  made  «P^°  i  * 
Should  this  be  the  result,  I  should  be  extrcfflciy 
gratified  to  have  been  mistaken.    I  should  rejo 
in  my  own  disappointment. 

Wnen  Mr.  Llotd  had  concluded  his,«P 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning* 
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Wednesday,  February  13. 

Tbe  credeDtiaU  of  Nicholas  Oilman,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  bf  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  ith  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  leferred,  on  the  2^1st  Janoary,  the  petition  of 
Moees  Austin  and  John  R.  Jones^  made  report. 

Wbereopon,  the  farther  consideration  of  tbe 
petition  vas  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WoRTBUfOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in 
tbe  State  of  Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  In- 
diana Territory,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred tbe  bill  to  extend  tbe  right  of  suffrage  in 
tbe  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes, 
leported  it  without  amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Wboie,  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  appro* 
priations  for  the  support  of  QoTernment  for  tbe 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven ;''  and  the  bill 
baring  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly.  And  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1 
it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^entitled  *^An  act 
making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of  tbe 
United  States  as  respect  tbe  public  lands,*^  with 
ameodmeats ;  in  which  they  desire  the  isoncur- 
renee  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  establisbiog  navy 
.  hospitals ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rencc  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brongbt  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Frbsidbnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
Robert  Beverly,  stating  that  be  bad  resigned  his 
ap]>oiiitment  to  tbe  office  of  President  of  the 
UDioa  Bank  of  Georgetown ;  and  tbe  leUer  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  tbe  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  establish  the  districts  of  Mem- 

eireyn^agog,  of  Oswegatchie,  and  of  the  White 
oontaios.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
ea^jgrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  deter- 
miaed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GiiiMAN,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  made  report.    Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay  sixty-five  dollars,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fond  of  the  Senate,  for  aefraying  the  er- 
pcnee  of  opening  a  new  passage  to  tbe  gallery  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed tbe  4th  instant  to  consider  tbe  subject, 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  laytag  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 


land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Anderson  spoke  in  support  of  his  motioO' 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

When  he  concluded,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
remarking  on  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  d^.,  ana 
the  probaoility  that  any  gentleman  wishing  to 
speak  could  scarcely  get  through  his  remarks  by 
tne  usual  period  of  adjournment,  moved  a  post- 
ponement of  the  subject  till  to-morrow,  and  to 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day.— Car- 
ried—13  to  11. 

Tbursdat,  February  14. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  cor- 
rectly engrossed  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '^An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Govern  men  t  for  the  year  1811 ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  «s  amended,  and 
passed. 

JResolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
correctlv  engrossed  the  bill  to  establish  the  dis- 
tricts ot  Memphreymagog,  of  Oswegatchie,  and 
of  the  White  Mountains;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  *'Act  to  regulate  tbe 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland^  to  the  State  of  Ohio;'' 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Audrain,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Gebman,  and  Worthijcoton, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  establishing  navjr 
hospitals,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gacae,  LL0TD,'iUid  Good- 
rich, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representative^  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  a  further  distribu- 
tion of  such  laws  of  the  United  Slates  as  respect 
the  public  lands,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,"  reported 
them  without  amendment;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Brent,  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
postponed  indefinitely,  it  wi^s  determined  in  tbe 
negative — yeas  5,  nays  22,  as  follows  : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Clay,  Lambert,  and 
Whiteside. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Champlin,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  Gsillard,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Pickering, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner^  and  Worthington. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  .of  the 
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ameDdments  to  the  bill  last  meDtioDed,  and  cod- 
eurred  thereiD. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDformed  toe  Senate,  that  the  Hoose  concur  in 
Che  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
•entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  office  established  at  Nashville,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  to  authorize  the  register  and  receiver 
of  public  moneys  to  supenotend  the  public  sales 
of  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  and 
disagree  to  the  other  amendments.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  to  be  made,  printed, 
«nd  distributed^;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
acribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  of  February  1791. 

The  question  being  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion— 

Mr.  OiLis.— Mr.  President:  It  is  with  great 
reioetance  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  but  the  observations 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Ckawforo)  were  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  impose  on  me  an  irresistible  obligatioti 
to  present  that  view  of  the  subject  which  has  re- 
•ulted  from  the  best  reflections  I  have  been  en- 
abled to  bestow  on  it.  This  obligation  arises  from 
tlie  very  high  res^peet  I  entertain  for  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
the  fcreat  respect  I  feel  for  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  observations,  as  well  as  from  the  respect 
which  is  maoifestlv  due  to  myself.  In  executing 
this  unpleasant  task,  I  labor  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  embarrassment.  This  embarrassment 
arises  from  a  conviction  that  the  views  of  the 
subject  now  proposed  to  be  exhibited  wjll  disap- 
point the  expectations  both  of  the  oppOsers  and 
the  &vorer8  of  the  bill,  and  that  they  will  not  be 
acceptable  to  either.  I  shall  not,  however,  in  this 
instance,  depart  from  my  invariable  habit,  when 
arged  by  duty  to  participate  in  debate  before  this 
honorable  body,  of  disclosing  in  the  most  undis- 
guised manner  my  real  opinions  upon  the  whole 
subject,  free  of  any  consideration  of  political  dif- 
ficulties or  inconveniences  which  may  conse- 
quentlv  affect  myself. 

In  the  first  place,  I  find  myself  called  upon  to 
oppose  a  law,  on  Coostitutional  grounds,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  neatly  twenty  years, 
and  during  that  period,  1  am  compelled  to  admit, 
has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  several  State  gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  by  the  General  Government, 
and  its  republican  administrations.  It  is  peculi- 
arly irksome  to  me  to  question  the  constitution- 
ality of  a  law  which  has  been  thus  and  so  long 


acquiesced  in,  because  it  tends  to  give  the  char- 
acter of  instability  to  the  laws  generally,  and  ia 
my  judgment,  tends,  also,  to  impair  the  sacred 
character  of  the  laws,  and,  of  coarse,  to  lessen 
their  efficacy.   -In  a  Government  like  ours,  where 
the  laudable  boast  of  every  citizen  is  that  he  lives 
under  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,  ao 
subject  should  be  touched  with  more  caution  aid 
delicacy  than  one  which  questions  the  validity 
of  the  laws,  lessens  the  confidence  of  the  citixens 
in  them,  or  impairs  the  obligation  of  obedieooe 
to  them.    Yet,  sir,  the  course  of  observations  I 
propose  to  make  ma v  have  some  of  these  teadea- 
cies,  which  I  should  extremely  regret,  and  tbb 
apprehension,  of  course,  produces  embarrasstnenr. 
Connected  with  this  idea  is  another  circumsuooe 
of  embarrassment.    I  cannot  help  observing  tbe 
inordinate  zeal  manifested  by  the  opposersof  this 
bill,  evidently  resulting  from  a  belief  that  iu  re- 
jection will  lessen  the  powers  of  the  Federil 
Government.    Although  it  may  be  properly  di- 
rected in  the  present  instance,  yet  I  think  I  hare 
seen,  and  fear  I  may  hereafter  see  the  same  spirit 
directed  against  some  of  the  ^wers  and  proeeed- 
ings  of  the  Government  which  I  hare  deemed 
indispensable  to  its  own  preservation,  and  its  bcB- 
eficial  efficacy  towards  the  people.    It  may,  pe^ 
haps,  be  thought  by  some  not  becoming  in  mt  to 
say  that  I  have  not  been  an  inattentive  observer  of 
the  progress  of  this  Government  for  twenty  years, 
and  more  particularly,  since  the  Republican  j^trtr 
caine  into  power.    Some  of  the  scenes  throngs 
which  I  have  passed,  have  produced  an  imprei*' 
ive  influence  on  my  mind.    Sueh  is  the  natore 
of  the  Government  that  its  administration  will 
vibrate  from  one  principle  to  another,  and  it  will 
always  require  great  wisdom  to  keep  its  oscilla- 
tions from  wandering  too  far.    Whilst  those  wko 
preceded  us  ia  power  endeavored  to  legislate  iato 
the  Constitution  an  unnecessary  constructive  en- 
ergy, leading  to  what  has  been  called  consolidt- 
tion,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have  taken  \oo 
much  the  opposite  course,  leadings  to  disaoioD 
and  dissolution,  by  depriving  it  constructively  of 
its  legitimate,  necessary,  and  proper  V^^^^^^H 
this  course  should  be  unfortunately  persevered 
in,  it  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  fore*« 
that  the  Goverument  will  fall  to  pieces  from  the 
want  of  due  energy  in  the  administration  of  lU 
legitimate  powers,  or  that  some  extraordintrf 
means  must  be  resorted  to  for  its  resnscitatios* 
When  we  east  our  eyes  abroad,  and  see  the  •?' 
ffressions  committed  on  our  rights  by  all  the  bel- 
ligerents, dtc.  5  when  we  reflect  that  we  caaeot 
calculate  upon  a  perpetual  exemption  from  wars 
and  other  political  calamities,  the  oomiiion  lot  oi 
all  nations;  when  we  look  at  home  and  see  toe 
State  Governioents  interfering  with  and  control- 
ling the  pi^oceedings  of  the  General  Goverom^JH 
even  in  relation  to  measures  directed  towttCi 
these  aggressing    belligerents;   when  we  loo» 
around  us  at  home  and  see  everywhere  the  invet- 
erate struggles  amongst  political  partisans  for  po- 
litical power ;  when  we  recollect  the  n"™^^' 
choice  spirits  amongst  us  not  content  with  to 
dull  pursuits  of  civil  lifb;  whea  we  look  at  oar 
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«Eteiime  defeoc^lest  frontier,  almost  wtthoot 
Mmits,  aod  see  almott  eTery  year  ambitioos,  eiH 
terprisiog  mdiTidoals  with  hostile  aruis  in  their 
Imoda,  raised  in  defianoe  of  the  aathority  of  t^e^ 
United  States,  Ac.,  &c.,  it  appears  to  me  wonder> 
M  that  gentlemen  shonkl  be  delighted  with  car- 
taillng  the  Constitnttonal  poweiiof  theGorem- 
ment  and  eofeeblinff  its  necessary  energies.  It  is 
t\»  more  wonderful  when  we  aee  the  same  gen- 
tlemen, who  seem  to  consider  every  curtailment 
of  power  as  an  individual  triumph  to  themselves, 
the  most  clamorotu  against  the  (Government  for 
not  taking  a  manlv  auitude  in  repelling  foreign 
aggressions,  d«.,  oc.  h  appears  to  me,  sir,  we 
0^»  see  the  same  gentlemen,  with  the  best  and 
most  patriotic  intentions,  indulging  in  these  irrec- 
oncilable opinions.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I 
hare  endeavored  in  a  solemn  and  impressive  man* 
Ber  to  present  this  subject  to  the  view  of  the 
Mity  now  in  power.  Hitherto  my  efforts  have 
been  unavailing. 

Let  me  now  indulge  a  hofie  that  these  refiee- 
tioos  will  meet  with  due  consideration  from  those 
BOW  entrusted  by  the  people  with  the  manage- 
Bwat  of  their  dearest  interests.  If  inducements 
lo  theie  observations  were  called  for,  surely,  suf- 
ieienteould  be  ft>uad  during  the  Republican  Ad- 
mi  nistrations.  I  need  ooly  call  your  attention, 
air,  to  the  lessons  afforded  m  the  inefficacy  of  our 
omsures  to  repel  foreign  a|fgressioos,  to  assert 
our  rights,  and  do  ourselves  justice,  4^,  and  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  this  inactivity  and  fee- 
bleneia  of  the  Oovemment.  They  will  not  be 
fowid  in  any  defect  of  powers  in  the  Oonstitu- 
tmi,  because  in  that  respect  they  are  unlimited ; 
it  is  because  gentlemen,  from  various  weak  and 
fronndtess  alaross  and  apprehensions,  have  been 
BOWtUing  to  exert  the  legitimate  energies  of  the 
CoBeticution  for  thoae  great  objects.  They  have 
tiMorized  and  criticised  themselves  into  fuch 
fears  of  the  undue  exercise  of  power,  that  they 
will  not  duly  exercise  it  when  indispensably 
Beeeasary  to  the  national  character  and  interests. 
It  is  Bot  my  wish  to  extend  the  powers  of  the 
Constitution  beyond  the  fair  and  caddid  iater- 
pcetatton  of  its  meaning,  because  that,  in  my 
pidgment,  will  be.  sufficient  for  all  salutary  pur- 
poses. I  only  regret  the  unwillingness  of  gentie- 
mea  to  act  up  to  that  point,  and  the  pobable  con- 
sequences resulting  trom  that  indisposition.  I 
have,  also,  to  unite  with  the  gentleman  from 
€korgia  (Mr.  CaAWFORo)  in  expressing  mj  re- 
gret that  in  discussing  this  subject,  botn  within 
and  without  the  walls  of  Congress,  and  particu- 
larly in  various  Republican  newspapers,  an  un- 
wise spirit  and  zeal  should  have  b^  manifested, 
which,  being  more  repulsive  than  persuasive, 
have,  I  verily  believe,  tended  to  defeat  their  own 
object,  and  to  put  at  hazard  the  rejection  of  the 
bifi.  Why,  on  this  subject  particdlarly,  should 
we  witness  such  a  display  of  intolerance  and  de- 
manciatlon  ?  Why  the  illiberal  assertion  of  im- 
proper motives  to  the  Republican  members  who 
lapport  the  bill?  Can  any  good  result  to  the 
MiioiL  to  the  Republican  party,  or  to  the  favored 
tide  01  the  quettioo,  by  this  course  of  conduct? 


May  it  not  produce  an  injurious  influeaee  an  ali^ 
The  subject  certainly  presents  fair  grounds  for<a 
difference  of  opinion  amongst  individuals ;  and 
even  amongst  Republicans,  without  searcbin|rfor 
the  causes  of  this  diffisr^iee  in  corrupt  mouves. 
Why,  then,  upon  this  particular  occasion,  should 
the  free  exercise  of  opinion  be  hunted  down  by 
a  spirit  of  intolerance  or  denunciation  ?  It  was 
this  spirit  which,  more  than  any  other  cause, 
blasted  the  hopes  of  the  republican  principles  in 
France,  and,  if  indulged  in  to  excess,  will  d^troy 
it  in  any  other  country  upon  earth.  la  the  due 
administration  of  a  republican  Qovernment,  truth 
and  right  alone  ouffht  to  be  sought  after,  and  they 
can  only  be  found  by  leaving  the  mind  free  to 
investigation,  by  guarantying  to  all  its  faculties 
the  most  perfect  exemption  from  all  terror  and 
alarm.  I  hesitate  not  to  my  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, this  spirit,  if  indulged  in,  will  become  more 
dangerous  to  the  due  administration  of  thbGov« 
emment,  more  deleterious  to  its  proceedings,  than 
the  adoption  of  anyone  single  measure,  however 
unwise  or  impolitic— ^ren  than  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for 
twenty  years,  which  now  seems  to  be  the  causey 
or  the  pretext  for  exciting  and  stimulating  this 
unfortunate  spirit.  I  am  read^  to  admit,  too,  that 
I  have  never  seen  this  spirit  displayed  with  more 
positive  assertion  and  bold  denunciation  upon 
any  question  than  upon  the  present.  This  cir- 
cumstance induced  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  CRAWFoan)  to  indulge  himself  in  severe 
and  most  sensitive  invectives  ujpon  this  tome, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  not  without  cause.  But 
it  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  if  the 
gentleman  could  have  prevailed  on  himself  to 
have  viewed  these  proceedings  ^  in  the  calm  light 
of  mild  philosophy,"  and  not  to  have  presented 
to  the  Senate  aa  example  in  himself,  in  appear- 
ance at  least,  of  the  passions  and  prejucfices  he  so 
justly  reprehended  in  others.  I  think  I  do  not 
mistake  myself,  Mr,  President,  when  I  profess  to 
enjoy  the  most  entire  exemption  from  tnis  bane- 
ful spirit  of  intolerance — when  I  profess  to  feel 
the  ffreatest  respect  for  the  gentlemen  who  dif- 
fer itom  me  on  this  occasion,  and  for  their  mo- 
tives, when  I  profess  to  express  all  possible  indulr 
genee  and  forbearance  towards  the  opinions  of 
those  gentlemen,  and  feel,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
scious that  I  shall  stand  in  need  of  the  same  lib- 
erality myself,  from  both  sides  of  the  question. 
Indeed,  sir,  I  would  not  deign  to  accept  a  victory 
in  argument,  founded  solely  upon  the  ascription 
of  improper  motives  to  my  antagonist.  It  is  my 
intention  to  give  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question  the  most  impar- 
tial and  attentive  consideration.  I  know  the 
gentlemen  are  personally  entitled  to  it,  and  their 
observations  merit  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Crawforo,)  who  r€|ported  this  bill,  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee^  to  whom  the  subject  was 
generally  referred,  excited  not  a  little  surprise  in 
my  mind  by  the  prefatory  remarks  which  fell 
from  him  in  support  of  it.  The  gentleman  pre- 
faced his  arguments  by  obsOTiag,  '*  that  it  had 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


179 


mSTORT  OF  CQNGEBSS. 


180 


Sbiiata. 


Bank  of  ike  United  States. 


FfiBROABT,  1811. 


latterly  become  the  fashion  to  eulogize  t^e  Cod- 
stitntioD  of  the  Uoited  States;  and  that  when- 
ever he  heard  lavish  encomiums  applied  to  it,  he 
could  not  help  apprehending  mischief."  I  ac- 
knowledge I  could  not  comprehend  the  bearing 
of  this  remark  upon  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. I,  sir,  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  ven- 
erating (he  Constitution,  and  have  often  expressed 
my  admiration  at  the  wisdom  of  its  provisions; 
and  I  really  had  hoped  that  I  might  have  been 
indulged  in  these  senliments  and  prepossessions, 
and  even  the  .expression  of  them  upon  proper 
occasions,  without  exciting  in  the  mind  of  any 

Sentleman  apprehensions  of  mischief ;  nor  can  I 
ivine  what  species  of  mischief  the  eentleman 
apprehends  from  that  cause.  Mr.  President,  when 
we  look  over  the  whole  world  known  to  us; 
when  we  particularly  ca&t  our  eyes  over  that 
part  of  it,  with  which  we  have  tbe  most  inti- 
mate relations;  when  we  see  the  rapid  strides 
which  despotism  is  making  over  the^  whole  hu* 
man  race;  when  we  observe  the  various  and 
powerful  means  now  in  use  to  rivet  its  immova- 
ble dominion  upon  mankind ;  when  we  reflect 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  now 
affords  the  only  practical  experiment  upon  the 
republican  principle,  and  the  only  and  last  hope 
for  the  preservation  and  extension  of  the  liber- 
ties of  man ;  is  it  wonderful  or  alarming,  that 
I  we  should  feel  and  express  some  partiality  and 
even  veneration  for  an  instrument  of  so  peculiar 
a  character?  or  should  even  endeavor  to  teach 
others  to  venerate,  to  cherish,  |o  support  it  ?  An 
instrument,  whose  provisions  at  least  exempt  us 
from  the  general  scene  x)£  despotism,  and  may 
eventually  extend  their  blessings  to  the  whole 
human  race?  Or  if,  in  dwelling  upon  the  wis- 
dom and  importance  of  its  provisions,  we  might 
pass  over  some  possible  defects  without  scrutini- 
zing them  with  an  hypercritical  eye,  mii^ht  not 
the  omission  be  indulged  without  producing  ani- 
madversion or  censure  ?  Sir,  we  all  venerate  the 
republican  principle.  I  know  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  CRAWPORo)^oes;  nor  do  I 

Eretend  that  my  devotion  to  it  is  greater  than 
is;  but,  sir,  I  have  given  the  greatest  attention 
to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  upon  the 
Constitution ;  and  I  can  now  say  that  my  vener- 
ation for  the  instrument,  and  admiration  at  the 
wisdom  of  its  povisions,  are  not  at  all  impaired 
nor  diminishea,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's 
criticisms,  dbc.  I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  en- 
deavor to  exhibit  the  general  character  of  the 
Constitution ;  to  point  out  the  mode  for  its  cor- 
rect interpretation,  and  Apply  it  to  the  snbjeot 
now  under  consideration.  In  doing  so,  I  propose 
to  follow  the  course  of  observations  made  by  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported the  bill. 

The  gentleman  proceeded  to  remark,  that  in 
taking  a  review  of  the  Constitution  he  found 
general  as  well  as  incidental  powers  enumerated 
therein.  I  did  not  see  the  precise  application 
the  gentleman  intended  to  make  of  this  remark, 
but  I  have  been  induced  to  review  the  Constitu- 
tion in  reference  to  this  subject,  and  it  does  ap- 


pear to  me,  that  the  elassiication  and  defioitiea 
of  powers  is  as  well  arranged  as  human  wisdom^ 
could  devise.  I  know  that  nothing  is  perfect 
which  is  the  work  of  man ;  that  no  language  is 
capable  of  perfect  definition.  But,  as  far  as  defi- 
nition can  be  drawn  from  language,  I  coneeife 
the  Constitution  exhibits  as  perfect  an  example 
as  is  in  existence.  In  the  next  place,  the  gentle- 
man  remarked  that  there  was  a  number  of  cases 
in  which  Congress  had  departed  from  the  partic- 
ular enumerated  powers  in  the  Constitution,  and 
had  resorted  to  implication  or  construction  for 
the  derivation  of  its  powers.  The  remark  ii 
perfectly  correct,  and  I  am  very  ready  to  admit 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  carrying  into  effect 
enumerated  powers  in  any  instrument  whaterer, 
without  the  intervention  of  certain  derivatire 
and  implied  powers.  But  if  the  gentleman  bad 
succeeded  in  showing  that  there  had  been  abe^ 
rations  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
from  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  Constito- 
tjon,  would  he  think  it  correct  to  use  those  aber- 
rations as  precedents  for  atill  further  aberrations } 
Ought  they  not  rather  to  be  considered  as  me- 
mentoes on  the  part  of  Congress  to  induce  them 
to  tread  with  more  care,  and,  if  they  find  that 
their  former  errors  coula  not  be  supported  by  a 
(ail  and  candid  construction  of  the  Constitutioo, 
to  restrain  the  laws  within  its  wholesome  pro- 
visions? Certainly  that  is  the  use  to  which  the 
history  of  errors  presented  by  tbe  honorable 
i^entleman  from  Georgia  ought  to  be  applied. 
But.  before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  subject 
with  more  accuracy,  I  cannot  avoid  to  ex- 
press my  surprise  at  another  observation  whieli 
fell  from  the  gentleman.  The  gentleman  ob- 
served, that  the  argument  drawn  from  the  dis- 
tinction between  ends  and  means  was '*  incom- 
prehensible;''and  he  went  so  far  as  to  call  it 
^^  nonsensical  jargon."  It  is  not  only  comprehen- 
sible to  me,  sir,  as  I  conceive^  but,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  only  way  in  which  a  just  construction  of 
the  Constitution  ii  to  be  attained.  This  resolts 
from  the  peculiar  nature  and  organization  of  the 
instrument.  Permit  me  here  to  endeavor  to  il- 
lustrate my  idea  by  a  reference  to  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  The  Constitution  is  an  instrument 
which  grew  out  of  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of.  and  preceding  its  adoption; 
and  to  show  that  tne  Constitution  recited  the 
great  objects  of  its  formation,  and  then  prescribed 
the  means  for  carrying  them  into  effect,  I  bef 
leave  to  refer  to  a  part  of  the  instrument  itself. 
The  preamble,  like  all  other  preambles,  was  de- 
signed Jo  express  the  objects  of  the  instrument 
or  the  ends  to  be  effected  by  its  provisions.  "We, 
'  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  , 
^  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice^  insare 
^  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 

*  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  sc- 
•cure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and      ' 
^  our  posterity ;  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Con- 

*  slitution  for  the  United  States  of  America.' 
What  is  the  plain  language  of  this  preamble? 
The  answer  is  obvious.  That  certain  great  endi 
or  obfecte  are  here  proposed  to  be  effected.    Ib 
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what  mod^^  or  by  what  means  are  they  to  be 
effected  ?  The  preamble  tells  yon,  sir,  '^  by  es- 
tabUshiog  this  CoBstitotioD  for. the  Uoited  States 
of  America."    That  is  the  mode  in  which  these 

Seat  ends  are  proposed  to  be  effected,  and  the 
»dy  of  the  instroment  prescribes  the  meanSf 
which  were  deemed  necessary  and  proper  to  the 
effectuation  of  these  eruls.  This  subject  will  be 
better  understood  by  throwing  the  mind  back  to 
the  period  of  time  when  this  Constitution  origi- 
nated, and  reviewing  the  peculiar  political  situa- 
tion of  the  United  States  then,  and  for  some  time 
antecedently  thereto. 

At  the  time,  and  antecedentljr  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  Constitution,  the  existing 
State  goremments  were  in  possession  of  all  the 
powers  of  sovereignty,  subject  only  to  feeble  and 
inefficient  articles  of  confederation,  without  the 
means  of  executing  their  own  will,  and  resting 
for  iu  execotion  solely  on  requisitions  upon  the 
respectire  States,  which  might  either  comply  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  such  requisitions  at  their 
discretion.  A  non-compliance  was  almost  inra- 
liably  the  result  of  State  deliberations,  and  hence 
the  feebleness  of  the  old  Confederation.  The 
present  ConstitiKion  was  adopted  as  the  remedy 
for  this  great  and  alarming  evil.  Without  it, 
disojuon  and  ruin  to  the  States  would  have 
been  the  inevitable  consequence,  because,  upon 
•etnal  experiment,  the  States  were  found  utterly 
incompetent  to  the  due  administration  of  all 
the  powers  of  sovereignty  intrusted  to  their 
management.  The  reason  of  this  incompetency 
was,  that  some  of  the  most  important  powers 
of  soverejffaty  inherently  possessed  a  geogra- 
phical influence  beyond  the  ^graphical  lim- 
its of  the  several  States  individually,  and  their 
jorisdiction  could  not  transcend  their  geographi- 
cal limits.  Of  this  description  of  powers  is  the 
power  to  declare  war,  ^^  to  regulate  com- 
merce, dbc.,  and  all  the  other  enumerated  powers 
of  the  Constitution.  In  consequence  of  the  con- 
flicting systems  adopted  by  the  several  States  in 
relation  to  some  of  these  powers,  which  were 
then  in  practical  operation ;  particularly  in  the 
conflietinf  reflations  of  commerce,  the  States 
were  gettmg  into  the  most  serious  collisions,  &c. 
The  formidable  evils  necessarily  crowing  out  of 
the  state  of  things  required  a  formidable  and 
competent  remedy.  The  great  subject  for  the 
contemplation  of  every  reflecting  mind  in  Amer- 
ica was,  what  that  remedy  should  be?  The 
wise  framers  of  our  admirable  Constitution,  after 
great  deliberation,  conceived  and  executed  the 
only  practicable  expedient.  It  consisted  in  sep- 
arating the  powers  of  sovereignty  ;  In  establish- 
ing a  General  Government,  and  conferring  on  it 
alTthe  powers  of  sovereignty  whose  geographi- 
cal influence  was  found  co-extensive  with  the 
geographical  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
serving to  the  State  governments  respectively 
those  powers  which  were  of  a  mere  local  char- 
acter, and  which  possessed  no  influence  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  States  respectively.  And  also 
to  confer  on  the  Gheneral  Government  "all  the 
necessary  and  proper"  for  executing  its 


own  laws  in  relation  to  these  enumerated  pK)W- 
ers,  without  any  dependence  upoii  requisitions 
from  the  respective  State  j^overnments  for  this 
indispensable  object.    The  idea  was  a  grand  one, 
and  executed  with  an  admirable  simplicity,  and 
the  most  consummate  wisdom.    Hence  it  appears 
that  the  great  object  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  to  establish  a  General  or  Federal 
Government,  and  to  confer  on  it  all  the  powers 
of  sovereignty,  which  in  their  nature  ana  char- 
acter possessed  an  influence  co-extensive  with 
the  United  States,  and  to  reserve  to  the  previ- 
ously existing  State  governments  all  the  powers 
of  sovereignty  of  a  more  local  charactef.  and 
whose  influence  did  not  extend  beyond  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  the  States  respectively,  and 
therefore  could  be  rendered  completely  subservi- 
ient  to  State  jurisdiction  and  management.  These 
are  the  means  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  for 
effecting  the  ends  expressed  in  the  preamble.   To  ' 
the  administrators  of  the  General  Government 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  have  said :  We 
give  to  you  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
general  character ;  and  to  the  administrators  of 
the  State  governments,  they  have  said :  We  re- 
serve to  you  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
local  character.    I  verily  believe,  that  if  those 
various  Governments   should  be   administered 
with  the  wisdom  with  wlich  this  separation  of 
powers  was  made  in  the  body  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  people  of  the'United  States  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  the  great  and  interesting  objects 
proclaimed  in  its  preamble.    But  I  cannot  help 
expressing  some  apprehensions,  that  from  an  in* 
correct  understanding  of  the  Constitution,  from 
an  unwise  spirit  of  jealousy,  a  disposition  to  strip 
the  Government  of  its  necessary  and  proper  en- 
ergies, &o.,  the  administrators  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  not  only  disappoint  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  people  in  this  respect,  but  may  lead 
to  incalculable  political  mischiefs  and  disasters. 
This  arrangement  was  in  my  judgment  indispen- 
sable to  the  preservation  of  the  republican  prin- 
ciple, and  all-important  to  the  dearest  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.    As  far  as  the 
practical  experiment  has  been  carried,  it  has 
been  attended  with  the  happiest  effects.    I  still 
hope  for  the  best  in  its  future  operations ;  but  I 
also  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  expressing  some 
fears,  arising  from  various  manifestations  of  im- 
becility in  measures  relating  to  our  internal  as 
well  as  external  concerns.    From  this  short  his- 
tory of  the  origin  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
causes  which  produced  it,  it  evidently  appears, 
that  the  General  or  Federal  Gk>vernment  is  in  its 
nature  and  character  a  Gk>vernment  of  enumer- 
ated powers,  taken  from  previously  existing  State 
governments,  enumerated  and  conferred  on  it, 
reserving  all  unenumerated  powers  to  the  State 
ffovernments,  or  to  the  people  in  their  individ- 
ual capacities.    But  if  any  doubts  had  existed 
upon  this  subject,  two  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, j^rowing  out  of  some  jealousies  lest  a 
contrary  interpretation  should  be  given  to  the 
Constitution,  hare  been  adopted,  which  ought  to 
put  this  question  to  rest  forever.    The  9th  and 
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10th  articles  of  amendments  to  the  Coostilutioii 
are  as  follow : 

"  The  enameration  in  the  CoDstitotioo  of  cer- 
'  taio  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny*  or  dis- 
'  parage  others  retained  by  the  people."  ^  The 
'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 

*  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
*'  Slates,  are  reserved  to  the  Stiites  respectively, 
'  or  to  the  people."  Now,  sir,  can  language  be 
more  explicit  than  this,  in  declaring  that  this 
charter  contains  certain  enumerated  powers,  and 
that  all  not  enumerated  are  reserved  to  the  States 
or  to  the  people  ?  There  is  one  article  reserving 
rightsKo  the  people,  and  afterwards  another  arti- 
cle reserving  them  to  the  States  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. While  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  read 
a  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  I  find  among 
the  enumerated  powers,  and  which  has  been  con- 
strued b^  some,  as  intended  to  convey  a  general 
grant  of  powers  among  the  enumerated  powers. 
(<  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 

*  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
'  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 

*  general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The 
words  '*  find  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  ha?e  br  some  been  con- 
sidered as  conveying  a  general  grant  of  power. 
Nothing  is  necessary  to  show  tCsit  this  is  not  a 
&ir  and  correct  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tioo,  but  reading  it  with  attention.  These  terms 
e<mtain  no  grant  of  power  whatever,  but  are 
used  to  express  the  ends  or  objects  for  which 
particular  grants  of  power  were  given.  Faying 
the  debts  and  providmg  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  are  great  objects,  intimately 
connected  with  the  particular  grants  of  power 
which  are  given  for  their  effectuation ;  and  with- 
out these  particular  irrants  of  power,  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  for  Congress  to  effect 
them.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution  have 
simply  selected  some  of  the  objects  expressed  in 
the  preamble,  and  declared  that  to  effect  them, 
and  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  were 
the  considerations  which  induced  them  to  give 
to  Congress  the  "  power  to  lay  and  collect  tax* 
es,"  dtc.  Thus  taxes  are  to  be  laid,  dbc.  ^*  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare."  Could  they  have  chosen 
a  more  appropriate  phraseology?  The  plain 
language  to  Congress  is :  *^  You  shall  have  pow- 
er to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  debts," 
dbc,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and' 
general  welfare,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  debts,  dtc.,  and  of  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
These  words  do  not  contain  a  general  grant  of 
powers,  4)ut  express  the  objects  of  a  particular 
grant  of  powers.  The  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion could  not  have  done  an  act  so  absurd  as  to 
make  a  general  grant  of  powers,  among  an  enu- 
meration of  specified  powers. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  examine 
those  instances  which  the  gentleman  has  pre- 
sented of  the  supposed  aberrations  of  the  Uon- 
gress  of  the  United  States  from  the  enumerated 
powers,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 


show  that  there  is  not  a  single  instance  quoted, 
but  which  is  deducible  from  a  fair  and  oorreet 
interpretation  of  the  express  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution, giving  them  their  common  and  appro- 
priate meaning. 

The  first  instai»ce  presented  to  our  considen- 
tion  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  URAWFdRD)  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  by 
Congress  not  enumerated  in  the  ConstitntioD, 
was  the  erection  of  light-houses.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  LLOvn,)  to  whose 
dispassionate  observations  I  listened  with  grett 
pleasure,  superadded  the  instance  of  the  erection 
of  custom-houses.  On  these,  both  of  the  gentle- 
men seemed  to  place  great  reliance,  as  cases  it 
point  with  the  one  under  consideration.  Both 
these  powers  I  conceive  are  given  to  Congren 
by  the  express  words  of  the  Constitution;  hot  if 
I  should  DC  mistaken  in  this  idea,  they  are  cer- 
tainly comprehended  as  incidental  and  subservi- 
ent to,  or  in  other  words,  '*  necessary  and  propei" 
for  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  enumerated 
powers. 

The  express^ words  of  the  Constitution  give  to 
Congress  the  power  ''  to  lav  and  collect  taxei, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  dbe. ;  "  to  regultte 
comn^erce  with  foreign  nations  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  '^toez- 
ercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatever, 
dbc,  over  all  places  purchased  by  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  samesfaall 
be,  for  the  erection  of  forts^  magazines,  arsenab, 
dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings."  From 
these  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  taken  in  con* 
nexion  with  each  other,  I  think  Congress  pos- 
sesses  the  power  to  erect  light-houses  and  cus- 
tom-houses by  the  express  words  of  the  ConsUf 
tution  ;  for  both  of  these  descriptions  of  bousef 
must  necessarily  be  included  within  the  tenn 
"needful  buildings,"  or  the  only  construction 
which  is  at  all  applicable  to  these  cases  is,  that 
needful  buildings  is  the  general  term,\and  light* 
houses  and  custom-houses  are  particular  instances 
or  examples  under  the  general  term  ;  or.  if  I  n^T 
be  so  alio  wed  to  express  my  ideas,  needful  Duildiog> 
may  be  considered  as  the  genus,  of  which  U^^' 
houses  and  custom-houses  are  particular  species* 
The  reason  with  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
for  usingr  this  general  term  is  obvious.  It  waj^ 
because  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  foresee  aU 
the  particular  species  of  needful  buildings,  whien 
might  become  necessary  to  the  salutary  opera- 
tions of  this  Government  in  the  course  of  it» 
complicated  and  due  administration ;  they  piet^ 
fore  wisely  left  that  subject  to  the  discijssion  ol 
Congress,  restrained  and  limited,  nevertheless,  of 
the  requisition  of  the  consent  of  the  ^^^^*^^}!"^ 
of  the  States  respectively,  in  every  case  prop<»«^ 
ibr  the  exercise  of  this  discretion.  That  *""  f* 
a  plain  and  correct  interpretation  of  the  9^*|!f 
tution  is  evinced  by  the  concurrent  ^P'"*?"'^?! 
every  Legislature  of  every  State,  which  a** 
heretofore  ceded  lands  for  any  of  these  objects, 
and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  Congress  b««"®V' 
attempted  to  erect  any  of  these  buildings  witn* 
out  the  Constitutional  requisition  of  the  eooMini 
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of  the  States  resDectUely.  Bat  if  this  term 
"  needful  buildiogs''  had  not  been  expressed  in 
the  Constitution,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  admit 
with  these  gentlemen  that  the  erection  of  light- 
houses and  cnstom-hoQses  might  properly  be  de- 
duced from  the  power  to  lay  ana  collect  taxes, 
duties,  d^^  which  are  particular  grants  of  power 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  Because  eus- 
tom-boQses  are  appropriately  necessary  to  the 
collection  of  duties,  and  hare  always  been  deemed 
indispensable  for  that  object,  as  are  light-houses 
to  the  due  regulation  of  commerce. 

These  two  powers  are  indispensably  connected 
with,  and  sutMerTient  to,  particular  enumerated 
powers,  and  are  therefore  among  the  means 
wbich  are  necessarv  and  proper  for  their  effect- 
nation;  and  as  such  are  given  to  Congress  by 
the  express  words  of  the  Constitution,  which  are : 
Congress  shall  have  power  '*to  make  all  laws 
'  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 

*  inz  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 

*  other  powers  rested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 

*  Gorernment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  de- 

*  partment  or  officer  thereof  Prom  this  course 
of  interpretation,  the  gentlemen,  reasoning  from 
a  supposed  analogy,  have  asked,  if  Congress  can 
derire  the  right  to  erect  light-houses  and  custom- 
houses from  their  necessary  agency  in  effectuat- 
ing the  particular  powers  to  which  they  are  said 
to  be  appendant  or  appurtenant,  why  may  it  not 
ID  the  same  way  derive  the  right  of  granting 
charters  of  incorporation  for  the  same  objects? 
Or,  in  other  words,  if  Congress  can  constitu- 
tionally  erect  custom-houses  for  the  purpose,  or 
as  the  necessary  means  of  collecting  duties;  why 
may  it  not  establish  a  bank  for  the  same  object, 
^bc.?  The  question  is  admitted  to  be  a  fair  one; 
and  if  a  clear  distinction  cannot  be  made  in  the 
two  cases,  it  will  be  admitted  either  that  Con- 
gresa  may  constitutionally  establish  a  bank,  or 
that  it  has  heretofore  transcended  its  powers  in 
erecting  custom-houses,  dbc.  A  clear  and  most 
ttbvious  distinction  appears  to  me  to  exist  in  the 
eases  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  to  be  analogoas, 
arising  mm  the  striking  difference  in  the  nature 
and  essential  character  of  these  powers.  A  cus- 
tom-house is  in  its  nature  incidental  an^subser- 
▼ieot  to  the  collection  of  duties.  It  is  one  of  the 
common,  necessary,  and  proper  means  to  effect 
that  end.  It  h  helieved  that  in  no  commercial 
eouotry  in  the  world  are  duties  collected  without 
them.  Besides,  the  erection'  of  custom  houses 
does  not  involve  in  it  the  exercise  of  any  other 
higher  or  consequential  powers.  The  same  re> 
marks  will  apply  to  light-houses,  as  among  the 
common,  necessary,  and  proper  means  for  the 
reeulation  of  commerce,  dte. 

Is  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  of  this  charac- 
ter ?  It  is  not  among  the  common,  necessary, and 
proper  means  of  effecting  either  of  the  foregoing 
enumerated  powers,  nor  of  any  other  enumerated 
in  the  Constitution;  still  less  is  it  incidenfal  or 
mbservient  to  any  of  the  enumerated  powers.  It 
ynjkXM  that  connexion,  affiliation,  and  subser- 
Tiency,  to  some  enumerated  power,  which  are 
clearly  pointed  out  in  relation  to  the  two  pow- 


ers, to  which  it  has  been  said  to  be  analogous. 
Besides,  does' granting  a  charter  of  incorporation 
to  a  bank  involve  no  other  higher  or  consequen- 
tial power  than  merely  erecting  a  needful  build- 
ing for  collecting  duties,  dbc?  It  certainly  does. 
It  involves  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incor- 
poration generally;  and  in  this  respect,  princi- 
KUy,  its  character  is  essentially  different  from 
th  of  the  powers  cited  by  the  gentleman.  The 
power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  is  not 
an  incidental,  subordinate,  subservient  power ;  it 
is  a  distinct,  origin ai,  substantive  power.  It  is 
also  susceptible  of  the  clearest  definition ;  and 
not  being  among  tbe  enumerated  powers,  if  seems 
to  me  that  Congress  can  have  no  fair  claim  to  its 
exercise  in  any  ease.  If  Congress  had  been  ex- 
pressly authorized  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration generally,  then  granting  a  charter  of  in- 
corporation to  a  bank  would  have  been  an  in- 
stance, or  among  the  means,  of  carrying  into 
effsct  that  enumerated  power,  and  would  have 
been  as  much  connected  and  affiliated  with  it  at 
is  the  erection  of  custom-houses  with  the  collec- 
tion of  duties ;  but  the  power  to  grant  charters 
of  incorporation  generally  not  beinff  expressly 
given  in  the  Constitution,  no  particular  instance 
involving  the  exercise  of  that  power  can  be  in- 
ferred by  a  fair  and  candid  interpretation  of  the 
instrument.  I  do  not  mean  to  exaggerate  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from  an  assump- 
tion of  the  power  to  ^rant  charters  of  incorporar 
tion,  dbc.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say  that  it  is 
a  power  of  primary  importance ;  that  it  involves 
as  many  incidental  powers  in  its  exercise  as  any 
one  of  the  enumerated  powers;  that  it  is  equal, 
if  not  paramount,  to  any ;  and,  therefore,  in  my 
judf^ment,  cannot  be  assumed  by  fair  construction 
as  mcidental  and  subservient  to  any;  and,  of 
course,  not  as  among  the  necessary  and  proper 
means  for  carrying  any  into  effect.  In  fact,  in  its 
nature  it  does  net  in  the  smallest  degree  partake 
of  the  derivative,  incidental  character.  It  is 
original,  subsuntive,  distinct  in  itself,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  the  plainest  definition.  Hence,  whilst 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  a  power,  which  is  im 
its  nature  incidental  and  subservient  to  any  enu- 
merated power,  and  also  amonff  the  necessary 
and  propa:  means  for  carrying  it Inte  efiect,  may 
be  exercised  by  Congress  without  tbe  express 
words  of  the  Constitution,  I  should  be  very  un- 
willing to  admit  that  Congress  should  also  exer- 
cise a  power  neither  incidental  or  subservient  to 
any  of  the  enumerated  powers,  nor  among  the 
necessary  and  proper  means  for  carrying  any  into 
effect ;  still  less  should  I  be  inclined  to  this  ad- 
mission, when  the  power  thus  proposed  to  be  de- 
rived, incidentally  or  constructively,  involves  in 
it  the  exercise  of  almost  unlimited  powers.  To 
illustrate  my  idea  still  further  in  this  respect,  I 
would  observe,  that  the  power  to  regulate  descents, 
and  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  intestates,  I 
conceive  to  be  original,  distinct,  substantive  pow- 
ers ;  and,  being  among  the  powers  which  coold 
in  all  respects  be  limited  by  the  geographical 
boundaries  of  the  individual  Stales,  and  were 
therefdie  among  the  powers  reserved  to  the  man- 
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agement  of  the  States,  micht  as  easily  be  assumed 
by  Congress  as  incideDtalto  some  one  of  the  eo-' 
umerated  powers,  as  the  assumption  of  the  power 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  which  I  con- 
ceive was,  for  the  same  reason,  left  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  States.  I  believe  no  gentleman 
will  contend  that  Congress  can,  under  any  can- 
did construction,  go  so  far  in  relation  to  those 
powers ;  nor  do  I  see  how  it  can  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  granting  charters  of  incorporation. 

I  have  not  overlooked  the  ob?9ervation,sir,  made 
by  gentlemen  to  destroy  the  effect  of  this  course 
of  reasoning",  to  wit :  that  the  passing  every  law 
is  an  act  of  sovereignty ;  that  to  pass  a  law  to 
erect  a  light-house,  is  aa  much  an  act  of  sorer- 
eignty  as  to  pass  a  law  to  lay  and  collect,  dbc.,or 
to  grant  a  charter  to  a  bank,  dtc.  In  fact  that  there 
are  no  decrees  of  sovereignty.  Without  enter- 
ing into  this  reasoning  it  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
it^  inapplicability  to  my  argument  to  observe, 
that  I  have  not  grounded  my  distinctions  upon 
any  suggested  difference  in  the  degrees  of  sorer- 
eignty,  but  upon  the  clear  and  obvious  difference 
in  the  nature  and  character  of  the  powers  upon 
which  this  sovereignty,  dtc.,  is  intended  to  ope- 
rate, dx;. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Crawforo) 
observed,  that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  last 
read,  *'  Congress  shall  .have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper,"  Ac, 
had  been  considered  by  some  as  entirely  inopera- 
tive, but  that  he  thought  it  a  clause  of  great  im- 
portance, &>c.  In  this  opinion  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  gentleman ;  I  consider  it  the  most  im- 
portant clause  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  in  my 
judgment  the  true  key  for  unlocking  the  mean- 
ing of  all  the  other  clauses.  The  former  con- 
federation did  not  possess  the  means  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  its  own 

{cowers.  It  was  dependent  upon  the  State  Legis- 
atures  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was  too  important 
a  difference  in  tne  organization  of  the  present  and 
former  Government  to  be  left  to  construction.  It 
was  therefore  expressed,  to  declare  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  present  Government,  and  to  pro- 
claim its  sovereignty  upon  all  the  subjects  of  the 
enumerated  powers.  But,  sir,  the  most  impor- 
tant bearing  of  this  clause  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  designation  of  the  department,  which  should 
be  the  ultimate  depository  of  all  the  power  vested 
in  the  Government  by  the  Constitution.  Thus 
Congress  is  declared  not  only  to  have  power  to 
pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  particu- 
larly confided  to  its  management,  but  "ail  other 

*  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Gk>v- 

*  ernment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 

*  meat  or  officer  thereof."  This  clause,  I  think, 
intended  to  settle  all  differences  betiveen  the  de- 
partments respecting  the  ultimate  deposite  of 
power,  in  which  light  it  has  been  hitherto  too 
little  regarded.  None*  of  these  considerations, 
however,  can  vary  in  the  smallest  degree  the  re- 
sults I  have  attempted  to  draw  against  the  power 
of  Congress  to  resort  to  unenumerated,  original, 
tubitantite  power,  general  in  its  character  and 


operation,  as  the  necessary  and  proper  means  for 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  enumerated  powers. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Crawford)  upon  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  in  the  following  words: 

"  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State 
to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedingi  of 
every  other  State.  And  Uie  Congress  may,  by  general 
laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  recordi, 
and  proceedings,  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereol 

•<  The  citiiens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  tQ 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  seveni 
Sutes. 

**  A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony, 
or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found 
in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  ExecntiTC 
authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered 
up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  crime* 

**  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  de> 
livered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  servioi 
or  labor  may  be  due." 

The  gentleman  observed,  that  this  article  con- 
tained  no  grant  of  power  whatever;  it  was  merely 
declaratory  of  certain  principles^  which  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  States  to  carry  into  effect,*  yet 
Congress  had  passed  laws  in  relation  to  sevend 


these  oDservations  I  would  reply,  that  I  do  con- 
sider these  clauses  as  investing  the  Gevernmeot 
generally  with  the  exercise  of  ail  these  powen, 
although  the  particular  department  intended  for 
their  exercise  is  not  here  designated;  but  bf 
reading  these  clauses  in  connexion  with  the 
clause  before  read,  it  will  be  found  that  Congreis 
is  intrusted  With  the  execution  of  these  powers. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all  laws 
which  shall  he  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Qof' 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  dbc.  It  is  then 
clear  that  other  powers  were  vested,  and  intended 
to  be  vested  io  Congress,  besides  the  foregoing 
enumerated  powers ;  all  the  powers  in  the  fourth 
article,  I  presume,  to  be  strictly  of  this  descrip- 
tion. That  this  is  the  understanding  of  the  art- 
icle is  evinced  by  the  concurrent  opinions  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments  in  those  re- 
spects. 

The  difference  of  opinion  therefore  between 
the  gentleman  and  myself  consists  in  this:  That 
the  principles  here  declared,  he  thinks,  ought  to 
be  executed  by  thQ  State  authorities,  and  I  think 
they  were  intended  to  be  executed  by  Congress; 
and  if  my  interpretation  be  correct,  then  Con- 
gress has  not  transcended  the  limits  of  its  au- 
thority. - 

This  solution  is  at  least  satisfactory  to  myself. 
Another  argument  urged  by  the  honorable  ffp^' 
tleman  (Mr.  Crawford)  requires  some  attention. 
The  gentleman  considered  the  General  and  Bt^m 
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GotrernmeDta,  taken  collect! irely.  as  formiDff  one 
complete  sovereignty ;  he  then  referred  to  a  clause 
in  rhe  Constitution,  which  he  conceived  excluded 
the  State  governments  from  the  right  to  grant 
bank  charters,  and  thence  inferred  the  right  in 
the  General  Government,  dbc.  Although  I  have 
full  confidence  in  the  opinions  generally  expressed 
by  that  gentleman,  I  cannot  concur  with  him  in 
this  mode  of  deriving  power  to  the  Gkneral  Gov- 
ernment It  is  directly  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples of  construction  I  have  just  sugj^ested,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  it. 

The  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  says,  '*  no 
*  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance  or 
^  confederation,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
'prisal,  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,"  &c. 
The  particular  terms  of  this  section  selected  to 
exclude  the  States  from  incorporating  banks  are 
these :  "  No  State  shall  emit  bills  of  credit."   The 
^ntleman  supposes  that  a  bank  bill  is  a  bill  of 
credit,  and  therefore  that  the  States  cannot  estab- 
lish an  institution  to  issue  a  bill  of  credit.    Our 
ideas  differ  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  term,  "  bills 
of  credit."    As  to  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man, that  he  who  does  an  act  by  another  does  it 
by  himself,  it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  case; 
for  if  we  recur  to  the  charters  of  incorporation, 
we  shall  find  that  a  particular  fund  is  fixed,  and 
that  this  fund  only  is  answerable  for  the  redemp- 
tion ofthenotes.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
would  as  well  apply  to  every  common  note  ziven 
by  one  individual  to  another,  because  the  States 
ma  much  issue  bills  of  credit  by  protecting  promis- 
sory notes  as  by  authorizing  banks  to  issue  such 
notes.    In  ease  of  notes  given  by  individuals, 
they  become  the  property  of  him  to  whom  they 
are  payable;  the  drawer  is  responsible  for  the 
amount^  and  the  State  enforces  the  payment.  In 
that  case,  too,  the  whole  property  or  tne  drawer 
is  pledged  for  the  payment.    In  the  case  of  bank 
bills,  nothing  is  pledged  but  the  sum  specified  in 
the  charter.    The  real  meaning  of  this  clause, 
therefore,  I  understand  to  be  to  prevent  the  emis- 
sion of  bills,  the  payment  of  which  is  to  be  made 
by  the  States  themselves,  similar  to  the  old  Con- 
tinental paper  money ;  for  that  was  evidently  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  framers  of  the  Coosti- 
totion  when  they  very  wisely  denied  the  power 
of  issuing  such  bills  to  the  States. 

The  ^ntleman  from  Georgia  next  read  the 
first  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  should  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  noticing  it,  but  that  the  construction  which 
I  then  put  upon  it  difiers  from  that  which  he 
gave  as  an  universal  admission.  The  gentleman 
supposed  there  had  been  some  departure  from  the 
Constituuon  under  the  following  clause:  **The 

*  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
'  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  infe- 

*  rior  courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to 
'time  ordain  and  establbh."  The  gentleman 
obteryesy  that,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the 
ju^lary  act,  it  was  generally  admitted  by  the 
advocates  of  the  repeal  that  the  Supreme  Court 
'was  not  tangible.  That  was  not  the  opinion  I 
Ciien  expressed ;  and  the  opinion  I  then  expressed 


has,  since  that  time,  been  strengthened  and  con* 
firmed  bv  further  refieetion.    I  do  not  know  bow 
the  gentleman's  argument  can  apply  to  the  case 
under  consideration,  unless  he  meant  to  show 
that  the  decision  in  that  respect  made  bv  Con- 
gress was  unconstitutional.    My  opinion  is,  that 
it  was  Constitutional,  and  that  Congress  might 
constitutionally  modify  and  change  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  most  essential  point;  and  permit  me 
here  to  protest  against  the  usual  mode  of  constru- 
ing the  Constitution  by  analogy.    Instead  of  ex- 
amining the  expressions  of  the  Constitution  it- 
self to  ascertain  its  meaning,  we  are  often  referred 
to  ceruin  principles  borrowed  from  the  British 
jurists.    Thus  we  are  often  referred  to  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  the  separation  of  depart* 
meats,  dx;.,  the  independence  of  judges,  dx;.,  al- 
though neither  of  these  terms  are  to  oe  found  in 
the  Constitution;  and  the  principles,  although 
correct  in»  themselves  as  general  principles,  are 
subject  in  practice  to  material  qualifications  and 
limitations;  and  this  is  particularly  the  case  in 
the  Constitution.    It  appears  to  me  as  easy  to  as* 
certain  the  true  meaning  of  the  words  used  in 
the  Constitution  as  the  meaning  of  these  or  any 
other  terms ;  and  the  error  in  this  mode  of  rea- 
soning generallv  arises  from  the  misapplication 
of  the  terms  to  the  subject  in  question ;  or,  in  other 
words,  when  reasoning  from  analogy,  in  recol- 
lecting the  resemblances  and  overlooking  the  dif- 
ferences in  cases  supposed  to  be  analogous.    To 
ascertain  the  true  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
therefore,  I  have  always  had  reference  to  its  own 
words,  and  discarded  all  reasoning  frotn  its  anal- 
ogy to  anything  else.    By  referring  to  the  clause 
respecting  the  judicial  department  just  read,  and 
taking  it  m  connexion  with  the  clause  which  de- 
clares that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  aadrproper  for  ear- 
ryiog  into  execution  all  the  powers,  d>c.,  "  vested 
in  any  department,"  d^.,  it  will  appear  obvious 
that  Congress  might,  according  to  the  express 
words  of  the  Constitution,  establish  the  judicial 
department  as  it  has  done,  and  from  lime  to  time 
alter  or  modify  it  at  its  discretion,  di^e.;  and  if 
Congress  thought  proper  to  increase  or  lessen  the 
number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  to 
increase  or  lessen  the  duties  to  be  performed  by 
them,  I  would  ask,  where  is  the  Constitutional 
prohibition?   I  see  none.    Congress  can  design 
nate  the  duties  of  the  court  and  the  compensation 
of  the  judges.    They  may  take  away  the  duties, 
and,  ofcourse,  also,  the  compensation,  and  why? 
Because  we  find  tne  service  and  compensation 
inseparably  connected,  and  the  one  made  the  con- 
sideration of  the  other.    Congress  has  a  right  to 
designate  the  services  which  the  judges  shall  per- 
form.   And  by  what  authority  will  they  retain 
compensation  after  the  services  to  be  performed 
are  taken  away  ?  It  is  not  the  name  of  office,  nor 
good  behaviour  in  it,  for  which  compensation  is 
constitutionally  given,  but  for  service  rendered. 
The  reason  of  this  article  in  relation  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  is  very  obvious.    It  was  to  obtain 
an  uniformity  of  decision ;  and  if  Congress  estab* 
lish  one  Supreme  ContC  theyr  wifectly  satisfy 
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all  the  iDiuDctire  pari  of  the  Constitution.  But 
1  do  not  know  how  the  gentleman's  reference  to 
this  clause  could  affect  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion in  the  present  case. 

I  have  thus  far  endeavored  to  explain  and  re- 
concile to  the  Constitution  those  laws  passed  hj 
Congress  which  the  gentleman  has  considered 
contrarv  to  the  Constitution. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  some  other  arffuments 
of  the  gentleman.  He  observed  that  the  bank 
law  had  been  in  existence  for  twenty  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  there  had  been  an  acquiescence 
in  the  law.  I  concur  in  that  opinion.  I  do  con- 
sider that  all  the  instances  presented  bv  the  gen- 
tleman; to  wit:  authorizing  the  bank  to  lend 
money ;  the  extension  of  its  right  of  establisbiog 
branches  to  New  Orleans  in  1804 ;  and  also  the 
act  to  punish  counterfeiting  bank  paper  in  1807, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  acts  of  acquiescence  by 
the  Government  in  the  constitutionality  of  that 
law. 

I  have  given  the  most  respectful  attention  to 
the  arguments  .used  by  the  opposers  of  the  bill  to 
account  for  this  acquiescence,  and  to  obviate  the 
reasoning  drawn  from  it  by  its  friends ;  and  whilst 
I  give  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  great  credit 
for  the  ingenuity  of  the  argument,  i  cannot  con- 
cur in  the  reasoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.  I 
understand  it  to  be  bottomed  upon  the  idea,  that  the 
bank  was  in  the  nature  of  a  contract ;  and  that  un- 
der its  influence,  private  rights  became  ve:ited  in 
individuals;  and  that,  therefore, the  Government 
was  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  that  a  re- 
fusal to  have  done  so,  or  the  repeal  of  the  act 
would  have  been  a  violation  of  good  faith,  &c, 
Ac.    The  honorable  gei^tleman  from  Tennessee 

iMr.  Amdersoi^)  observed,  that  the  Republican 
Ldministration,  viewing  this  law  in  the  nature 
of  a  contract,  from  a  sacred  r^ard  to  the  preser- 
vation of  good  faith,  passed  tJMse  several  acqui- 
•scing  laws,  dbc.  &>e.  The  observation  of  the  ^ea- 
tieman,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  manifestations 
of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Republicans,  was 
certainly  both  just  and  pertinent.  The  Republi- 
cans have  certainly  fulfilled,  with  the  most  scrupu*- 
lout  fidelity,  all  the  public  engagemenu  of  their 
predecessors  ae  well  as  their  own ;  yet  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  these  several  acquiescing  laws  were 
passed  under  the  presaure  of  any  obligation  for 
the  preservation  of  good  faith. 

I  concur  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Crawford)  in  the  conclusions  he 
drew  agamst  this  argument  of  the  imperious  ob- 
ligation due  to  contracts  under  the  influence  of 
this  law :  but  not  precisely  for  the  reasons  he  as- 
signed for  them.  The  gentleman  observed,  that 
it  was  essential  in  the  formation  of  contracts  that 
there  should  be  parties,  and  a  consideration.  That 
under  the  bank  law  there  ¥vas  no  sufficient  con- 
sideration for  the  formation  of  a  contract.  In 
this  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. I  presume  the  mistake  has  arisen  from 
an  inattention  to  thd  circumstances  under  which 
the  law  was  passed.  Under  the  terms  of  the  law, 
there  were  facilities  given  to  the  United  States  by 
the  bank  of  very  considerable  value«    The  bonus 


given  was  certainly  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
make  the  contract  binding  on  the  part  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States.  But  I  have  several  objections  to  this 
argument  urged  against  the  bill ;  in  the  first  place, 
parties,  and  a  consideration,  are  not  only  essen* 
tial  to  the  formation  of  a  contract,  but  parties  ct- 
pable  of  contracting.  If  the  bank  law  be  uacoii- 
stitutional,  then  it  cannot,  as  1  conceive,  girei 
Constitutional  capacity  to  the  artificial  persoa 
created  by  it  to  contract.  An  unconstitutional 
corporation  has  no  more  a  Constitutional  or  legal 
capacity  to  contract^  than  a  married  womsa  or 
even  an  idiot;  each  equally  laboring  under  legal 
disabilities.  The  argument,  therefore,  which  is 
used  to  show  that  the  bank  law  is  uocoostito- 
tionalf  and  at  the^ame  time  gave  a  Constitatiooal 
capacity  to  an  artificial  person  to  contract,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  in  the  nature  oC  tif do  de  Hjii 
destroys  itself.  Hence  I  conclude,  that  if  the  lav 
be  unconstitutional  in  itself,  it  cannot  confer  oa 
an  artificial  person  a  legal  capacity  to  contract, 
and  that  any  contract  made  under  its  influepee 
would  be  void  for  the  want  of  that  legal  capacity-  j 
In  the  next  place,  if  it  be  urged  that  Congress  is 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  all  contracts  in  whiek 
individual  rightii  or  interests  are  concerned;  thea 
Congress  may  in  this  way  derive  to  iuelf  all  the 
powers  it  may  want  for  an  object,  instead  of  ^ 
tinff  them  by  the  shorter  route  of  the  assumptioB 
under  the  terms  common  defence  and  g^^^ 
welfare ;  and  in  a  much  more  exceptionable  mode; 
because  it  may  not  only  thus  acquire  any  power 
whatever,  but  may  aleo  acquire  it  in  perpetuitf' 
Hence  it  appears  to  me  that  if  gentlemen  shoo  d 
succeed  in  establishin^r  this  argument,  they  woold 
lose  more  by  the  admission,  tMn  they  wouMga>ii 
by  limiting  the  powers  o(  Congress  to  the  eiw- 
merations  of  the  Constitution.  In  fact  that ar^ 
ment  would  be  rendered  worse  than  nugatorf  by 
this  admission^ 

But  I  have  a  third  objection  to  this  arg^^^^ 
of  the  obligation  of  the  contract,  more  formidaDte 
than  either  of  the  preceding.  It  apnears  to  nie 
to  be  an  argument  against  a  fact.  I  know  ttu 
so.  as  it  respects  myself.  I  have  been  P"^^^ 
when  most  of  these  acquiescing  laws  have  oeea 
passed,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  oee 
influenced  in  the  votes  I  gave  in  their  favor  oj 
view  of  the  sacred  obligations  due  to  «?o^'*f.^' 
nor  do  I  recollect  to  have  heard  this  consideraiio 
urged  by  any  gentleman  at  the  timeof  pa^°J 
these  several  laws.  In  fact  at  the  time  of  PJ?^ 
the  law  for  punishing  counterfeiting  ^^*,  ,  „a 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  recollect  du 
other  consideration  operating  on  me.  than  ^9f  ^^ 
formation,  that  certain  unprinciplea  ^?°' |  .j^d 
were  counterfeiting  bills  in  general  ^^/^^  ^Ji 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  honest  part  of  {^*^®^%e 
munity.  I  thought  such  conduct  ^'^^^ V-  -jU 
suppressed,  and  therefore  voted  for  P****'  ^  tieo- 
who  should  be  engaged  in  it,  without  much  si  ^^^ 
tion  ti>  the  Constitutional  question  '^P^f  "?fn  to 
bank  law.  I  cannot  without  some  ^*^lf,|!. %on- 
my  feelings,  agree  to  have  any  of  my  P*^"^  gny 
duct  propped  up  by  an  afterthought,  nor  rj.gted 
other  considerations  than  ^se  wJiich  ope 
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at  the  time.  Thete  remarks,  bowever|  will  cer- 
tainly not  apply  to  those  gjeoilemen  who  voted  ua- 
der  the  sagg^ted  impressions.  The  general  prin- 
ciple operating  with  me,  was  this— that  all  laws 
passed  by  Concress  must  be  considered  as  Consti- 
tationai  ontii  they  are  jrepealed.  Their  noconsti- 
tationality  is  a  good  reason,  and  tlie  best  reason, 
for  their  repeal ;  hot  so  long  as  they  remain  in  the 
statute  book  narepealed  they  most  be  considered 
CoBstitQtional,  and  in  my  judgment  no  triba- 
Bal  on  earth  can  question  their  validity  ^  nor  t;an 
I  admit  that  they  are  subject  to  the  censorial 
power  claimed  by  the  Judiciary.  I  am,  therefore, 
disposed  to  admit  the  acquiescence  in  the  bank 
law,  and  to  give  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  renewal 
ail  the  advantage  of  the  precedents  quoted  by 
them  for  that  object,  considered  under  all  the 
ciieumstances  of  the  case ;  and  to  what  do  they 
amount  1  Will  they  go  so  far  as  to  preclude  the 
present  Congress  from  ezereising  its  sound  dis- 
cretion upon  the  Constitutional  question,  when 
brought'direetly  to  its  consideration?  and  wlien 
ac  the  lime  of  the  seiTeral  precedents  quoted,  it 
was  only  collaterally  or  incidentally  considered, 
if  considered  at  all?  Certainly  not — and  if  in 
exercising  the  right  of  reviewing  the  Constitution, 
the  present  Congress  should  -be  convinced  that  a 
former  Congress  had  exceeded  its  limits,  Js  it  not 
boond  bv  every  conscientious  consideratipn  to 
correct  the  error,  and  to  bring  the  law's  within  its 
wholesome  provisions?  It  appears  to  me  not 
only  to  be  the  right,  but  the  indispensable- duty 
of  Congress  to  do  so. 

i  will  now  proceed  to  animadvert  upon  some 
important  observations  made  by  two  gentlemen 
Qpoo  the  right  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  respec- 
tive States  to  instruct  the  Senators  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Acting,  a«  I  now  am,  Mr.  President,  under  the 
infincoce  of  instructions  from  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  feel 
myself  imperiously  called  upon  to  notice  some 
observations,  which  fell  from  the  honorable  gen- 
ttemma  (Mr.  CxAWFoab,)  and  the  honorable  gen- 
tlenaan  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Lbib,)  in  relation 
to  that  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  C.)  feelingly 
eonplatns  of  the  tendency  of  instructions  from 
the  great  States,  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
tkia  Gorerament,  by  giving  an  undue  bias  to  the 
daliberations,  and  restraining  the  free  exercise  of 
opinioo  in  this  honorable  body,  dkc.  &c.  With- 
out parCicularlv  adverting  to  the  eini^asis  laid 
by  the  honorable  {gentleman  upon  the  term  ^  great 
aEtates,"  I  agree  in  general  with  the  gentleman 
ia  hie  opinions  In  that  respect.  But,  sir,  in  the 
piMent  case,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  qnes- 
tioa  of  instructions  to  Senators  was  Grst  moved 
ia  the  State  of  Maryland.  Now,  sir,  Maryland, 
ahhoogh  great  in  virtues  and  resources,  is  not  so 
gnat  in  point  of  population  and  extent  of  terri- 
tory, as  to  have  obtained  the  denomination  of  a 
gnu  Stirte.  The  proposition  then,  however, 
was  rejected  by  one  vote.  A  similer  motion,  I 
am  informed,  is  now  depending  before  the  Le- 
ffiiiatan  of  New  Jersey.  New  Jersey,  like  Mary- 
llthCoN.SdSxss.— 7 


land,  although  great  in  virtues  and  resources,  is 
not  so  great  in  point  of  population  and  extent  of 
territory  as  to  have  obtained  the  denomination  of 
a  "  great  State."  Indeed,  sir,  the  right  to  instruct 
Senators  has  not  been  exclusivelv  acted  upon  by 
the  great  States,  generally  so  called,  during  the 
operations  of  this  Qovernment ;  but,  I  admit,  has 
been  more  frequently  resorted  to  by  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Lbib) 
after  having  read  his  .instructions,  informed  the 
Senate,  that  he  represented  one  of  the  creat  States 
which  had  siveq  instructions,  and  that  he  felt 
himself  absolutely  bound  by  them  in  the  vote  he 
should  give  on  the  present  question ;  that  hecon*> 
sidered  himself  the  representative  of  the  Legisla- 
ture  of  Pennsylvania ;  that  it  was  the  principal 
and  he  the  agent,  and  he  was  bound  to  carry  into 
effect  its  will,  &c.,  dec  However  high  majr  be 
the  respect  I  generally  entertain  for  the  opinions 
of  the  honorahle  gentleman  (Mr.  L.)  I  am  torn* 
polled  to  dissent  from  him  in  these  opjiiions*  I 
feel  myself  compelled,  too,  to  express  this  dissent ; 
lest  it  might  be  supposed,  that  being  similarly 
circumstanced  with  that  gentleman  on  the  pre- 
sent  question,  my  conduct  might  be  iofloeuced 
by  similar  considerations. 

i  do  not  consider  myself  the  representative  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  although  I  feel  the 
most  unbounded  confidence  in  its  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  the  highest  respect  for  its  proceed- 
ings. I  consider  myself  the  representative  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  delegated  to  that  char- 
acter by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  I  have 
only  to  remark,  that  the  laws  which  I  contribute 
to  pass,  ih  the  character  of  Senator,  are  coex- 
tensive with  the  United  States^  and  operate  upon 
the  people  thereof  in  their  individual  capacities. 
They  do  not  operate  upon  the  State  Leg-islaiures 
in  their  corporate  characters,  except  in  cases 
where  in  that  character  they  are  connected  with 
the  Federal  Government,  or  instrumenul  in  the 
execution  of  some  of  its  powers.  Still  less  do 
they  operate  upon  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
exclusively}  of  couree  I  cannot  consider  myself 
as  the  reprcNKUtative  of  that  Legislnmre  exclu- 
sively, as  iu  agent,  and  bound  in  all  cases  to  ex- 
ecute its  will  upon  this  floor,  dtc.  4bc.  It  is  not 
necessary,  nor  do  I  mean  to  question  the  right  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  so  long  practised  upon,  to 
instruct  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  chosen 
by  them  respectively;  because  that  might  pro- 
duce an  unmeaning  and  useless  discussion  about 
terms ;  but  I  mean  to  inquire,  whether  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  imposes  a  Constitutional  obliga- 
tion on  the  Senator  instructed,  to  obey  ;  in  what 
the  real  obli^tion  to  obedience  consists ;  whether 
the  instruction  is  injunctive  and  compulsory  on 
him,  or  addressed  only  to  his  discretion;  or.  in 
other  words,  whether  the  Senator  instructed  has 
not  a  right  to  disobey  ?  And  whether  such  dis- 
obedience violates  any  moral  or  political  obliga- 
tion ?  I  also  propose  to  make  a  few  obttervationa 
on  the  operation  of  instructions  upon  the  Federal 
Government  aad  its  proceedings.  That  the  Se- 
ator  instructed  has  a  Consti^tional  and  legal 
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right  to  disobey  his  iostructions,  is  most  obvious 
to  my  understaDding,  from  the  single  considera- 
tion^, that  a  law  passed  b\r  a  vote  ui  disobedience 
of  instructions  is  as  valid  as  a  law  passed  by  a 
vote  in  obedience  to  instructions.  Obedience  to 
instructions  is  no  where  commanded.  Nor  is  diso- 
bedience of  Instructions  anywhere  prohibited  by 
any  writtea  law  or  constitution.  The  9ct  of  dis- 
obedience does  not  subject  the  disobeying  Sena- 
tor to  any  punishment  whatever;  of  course  the 
disobedience  of  instructions  violates  no  political 
duty,  and,  if  the  instructions  be  addressed  only  to 
the  discretion  of  th^e  Senator,  his  disobedience  of 
them  violates  no  moral  obligation  ;  provided  he 
exercises,  a  sound  and  conscientious  discretion, 
founded  upon  the  best  reflections  he  is  able  to  be- 
stow upon  the  subject  thus  presented  for  consid*^ 
eration.  I  therefore  conchiae,  if  the  State  Legfis- 
latures  possess  the  right  to  instruct  Senators  of 
the  United  States,  chosen  by  them  respectively, 
it  is  an  incomplete  right,  without  a  remedy,  or 
with  a  very  remote  one.  The  influence,  or  the 
true  obligation  of  instructions,  therefore,  arises 
from  the  expression*  of  opinion  by  the  Slate  Le^ 
gislatures ;  and  the  very  high  respect  which  is  at 
all  times  due  from  the  Senator  to  the  expression 
of  such  opinion  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
he  represents.    A  respect  w^ich  I  feel  so  strongly, 


*It  is  presumed  that  this  was  the  sense  in.  which  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  viewed  this  subject  in  1600.  In 
the  memorable  instructions-of  that  day,  the  LegisUture 
prefaces  them  with  a  declaration  to  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  deem  it  important  *  to  ex- 
press their  opinions,'  upon  the  subject  of  instructions. 
Then  follows  a  course  of  reasoning  to  convince  the 
Senators  of  the  propriety  of  the  opinions  thus  expressed. 
The  instructions  in  this  case  therefore  were  clearly 
addressed  to  the  discretion  of  the  Senators,  and  not 
considered  as  imposing  a  positive  command. 

In  1808,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  instructed  the 
Senators  of  that  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
in  effect  would  make  the  Senators  of  the  United  States 
recallable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  Sutes.  It  is  presun^  tha^he  Legislature 
did  not  consider  its  instructions  mandatory,  and  that 
the  instructed  Senator  was  bound  to  obey,  or,  in  ofher 
words,  had  no  right  to  disobey.  Because  if  the  Senator 
was  bound  to  obey  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature, 
it  might  instruct  him  to  res]gn>  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple which  would  authorize  instructions  how  to  vote, 
and  if  the  instructions  be  mandatoiy,  the  instructed 
Senator  woi^Id  be  bound  to  resign  as  well  as  vote  con- 
formably thereto— of  course  such  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  would  be  unnecessarj.  The  Senators 
from  Virginia,  with  the  most  respectful  attention  to  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Virginia  Legislature,  in  the 
most  respectful  terms  presented  the  instruction  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate ;  but  never  thought  them- 
selves bound  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  as  they  were  instructed 
to  do.  The  Legislature,  however,  forwarded  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  other  Sute  Legislatures  for 
concurrence ;  and  as  for  as  information  is  yet  received, 
the  proposition  has  been  unanimously  disapproved  *  by 
every  State  Legislature  which  has  acted  upon  it. 


that  I  never  would  depart  from  an  opinion  thus 
expressed,  unless  in  a  clear  and  indisputable  case*, 
but  the  point  I  contend  for  is  not  ipjunctive, com- 
pulsory, or  mandatory.  That  it  is  not  in  the  na* 
ture  or  a  command,  but  addressed  to  the  discr^ 
tion  of  the  Senator  instructed ;  taking  into  dae 
consideration  all  the  circumstiinces  of  the  case 
connected  with  such  instructions. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  Senator  is  responsible 
to  the  Liegislatnre,  which  appoints  him  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service;  this  is  true,  if  ap- 
plied to  the  individuals  who  may  coipp<»e  tile 
Legislature  at  that  time ;  but  it  does  not  varf  my 
conclusion;  because  every  act  that  he  performi, 
whether  instructed  or  not,  is  an  act  of  respoosi- 
bility ;  and  the  most  which  can  be  inferred  from 
this  idea,  is,  that  it  increases  his  responsibility, 
and  would  naturally  produce  caution;  bat  cat* 
not  affect  his  right  to<lisobey. 

It  cannot  escape  attention,  that  I  purposely 
avoid  all  observations  upon  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  the  legitimate  source  of  all  power,  in  tbeir 
highest  sovereign  capacities,  and  upon  whom  all 
laws  passed  by  their  Representatives  operate  ia    j 
their  individual  characters,  to  instruct  all  their 
Representatives,  which  I  presuone,  if  practicable, 
would  not  be  denied  by  any ;  because  such  a  dis- 
cussion would  be  unnecessary  upon  the  preseot 
question.    The  inquiry  I  am  making  respeetstke 
riglit  of  one  set  of  Representatives  of  the  people, 
chosen  for  certain  purposes,  to  give  mandatory 
instructions  to  another  set  of  Representatives  of 
the  people  chdsen  for  other  purposes,  without 
any  writteii  law  to  that  effect,  aud  by  the  mere 
force  of  impli^tion.    If  it  should  be  contended 
that  the  Senators  of  the  United   States  are  the 
Representatives  of  the  Legialattires  of  the  re- 
spective States,  and  not  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  Oieir  individ- 
ual characters,  contrary  to  the  express  provisions  . 
of  the  Constitution,  then  this  absurd  conclusioa 
would  follow;  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  governed  by  laws,  not  passed  by  their 
Representatives,  but  by  the  Representatives  of 
their  Slate  Legislatures,  in  their  corporate  char- 
acters, contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
all  Republican  Qovernments,  and  directly  oppo- 
site to  the  universal  expectations  of  the  whole 
American  people. 

But,  sir,  let  us  resort  to  the  Conatitution  itself^ 
and  see  the  actual  relations  which  do  ihere  exist 
between  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States, 
and  the  Senators  of  the  respective  States,  com- 
posing the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  third  eect^on  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  are  these  words:  ''The  Senate  of 
[  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two 
^  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
'  lature  thereof  for  six  years,  and  each  Senator 
'  shall  have  one  vote."  In  another  place,  are  these 
words:  '^  And  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation 
'  or  otherwise, durins  the  recess  of  the  Legislature 
'  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make 
'  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting 
'  of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  thea  fill  such 
*  vacancies.''    These  clauses  of  the  Constitatioo 
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I»re»ent  all  the  TelatioQs  between  the  Legislatares 
and  Executives  of  the  respective  States,  and  the 
Senators  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  what  do 
thejF    consist?     Certainlv  in  nothing    but  in 
choosing  the  Senators;  when  that  is  done,  all  the 
functions  of  the  Legislature  and  Executive  are 
at  an  end  quo  ad  that  particular  subject,    i  see 
no  influence  given  either  over  the  votes,  or  the 
aetaofthe  Senator  during  the  six  years  for  which 
he  is  elected.    During  that  period[,  the  Senator  is 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  all  the  powers 
and  aothorities  conferred  np^n  him  by  the  Con- 
atitatien,  at  his  0(Wn  discretion,  subject  only  to 
his  Constitutional  responsibility  at  the  expiration 
of  bis  term  of  service.    But  it  may  be  said,  that 
the  right  to  instruct  arises  frpm  the  necessary 
connexion  between  the  constituent  and  the  Rep- 
resentative.   To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  this 
upon  the  general  principle  is  a  constructive  or 
■a  implied  right;  but  I  doubt  its  application,  at 
least  in  its  full  force,  to  this  particular  case.  The 
jelattons  in  this  case  between  the  constituent  and 
the  Representative  are  expressly  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution ;  neither  of  them  can  claim  any 
orifi^oal  or  native  rights;  and  no  construction 
nor  implication  ought  to  be  inferred  against  iu 
provisions,    nor  inconsistent  with    its  obvious 
meaning.    Besides,  if  this  mere  implication  be 
the  only  foundation  of  the  ri^t  of  the  State  Le* 
irialatures    to  instruct  Senators  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  Equally  apply  to  the  State  exe- 
entires,  when  from  adventitious  i^uses  they  ex- 
erciae  the  rifhtof  appointn^ent ;  a  right  I  believe 
not  generally  admitted,  even  by  the  State  Le* 
gialatures ;  especially  in  the  sense  contended  for, 
that  the  instruction  is  mandatory  and  conclnaive. 
Will  it  net  also  applf  to  the  connexion  between 
eleeCors  and  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
I  find,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  to  be 
ehoaen  by  electors  appointed  bv  the  several  States, 
and  they  of  course  oecome  the  immediate  eon- 
stitaents  of  the  President.    But  what  would  be 
thought  of  their  inferring  a  right  from  this  con- 
nexion to  instroct  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  what  manner  to  execute  the  powers  and 
daiies  of  his  office?    And  what  would  be  the 
probability  of  a  concurrence  in  such  instructions 
flrom  the  diffSBrent  eleetors  of  the  several  States  ? 
The  President's  responsibility  is  tested  ftt  the  ex- 
piration of  everv  four  yeara  f  that  of  a  Senator  at 
the  expiration  or  every  six  years ;  and  I  believe  that 
the  changes  of  the  individual  electors  in  the  sev- 
eral Stipes  are  not  grater  at  the  expiration  of 
every  four  years,  than  are  the  changes  in  the  in- 
diridoals  composing  the  Sute  Legislatures  at  the 
expiration  of  every  six  years.    The  responsibility 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  therefore, 
may  be  eoasidered  as  great' ot  greater,  to  his  elec- 
tors, than  the  responsibility  of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States  to  the  respective  State  Legis- 
lataiea:  for  I  contend  the  respK>nsibility  of  the 
Senator  is  not  to  the  State  Legislature  in  its  cor- 
porate character,  but  to  the  individuals  who  may 
happen  to  com|Kise  the  State  Legislature  at  the 
time  of  his  eleetiim,  in  their  individual  capacities, 


described  only  by  the  corporate  term.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  pretension  of  this  kind  by  the  elec* 
tors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  would 
luit  be  tolerated  even  by  the  State  Legislatures* 
Bu^  is  there  nothing  expressly  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  would 
afford  {I  stronger  implication  against  the  elercise 
of  this  right  by  the  State  Legislatures,  than  the 
implication  from  which  the  right  is  said  to  be 
deriyed? 

I  think^  sir,  that  the  very ,  first  words  of  the 
Constitution,  after  the  preamble,  afford  strong 
evidence  o(  the  exclusion  of  the  right  of  the  State 
Legislatures  to  give  roandaiory  instructions  to 
the  Senators  of  the  State.  They  are  the  follow* 
iog :  '^  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representative?."  Now.  sir,  upon  the  principle 
of  mandatory  instructions  from  the  State  Legis- 
latures  to  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  will 
Congress   exercise   all    the  lesislaHve  powers 

granted  by  the  Constitution?  Will  not  thtf 
tate  Legislatures  essentially  participate  in  the 
exercise  of  the  legislative  powers?  If  they  can 
command  and  direct  the  votes  of  one  distinct  and 
essential  branch  of  Congress  upon  all  legislative 
subjects,  will  it  riot  be  a  material  participation  in 
the  legislative  powers  granted  exclusively  to 
Consress?  Could  they  not  thus  embarrass  the 
whole  proceedings  of  Congress  ?  Could  they  not 
reoder4ill  deliberations  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
unnecessary  ?  Could  they  not  thus  deprive  the 
Government  itself  of  all  energy  and  efficiency? 
Surely  the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution  could 
never  have  anticipated,  still  less  could  they  have 
sanctioned,  the  assertion  of  such  principles  1 

These  considerations  bring  me  to  examine  the 
tendency  of  the  principle  contended  for  upon  the 
character  and  proceedings  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  sir<  had  it  not  been  for  the  opin- 
ions I  entertain  on  this  question,  I  should  not 
have  given  the  other  the  cr'iticai  examination  I 
have  attempted ;  but,  sir,  such  is  my  opinio^  of 
the  injurious  effects  of  the  practice  of  jnving  in- 
structions by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  to 
the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  that  1  deem 
it  my  indispensable  duly  to  give  the  subject  a 
full  and  candid  investigation;  although  in  doing 
so,  I  know  I  shall  have  to  encounter  strong  and 
honorable  and  perhaps  insuperable  prepossessions 
against  my  opinions;  particularly  in  the  State  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  Iwish  it  to  be  un- 
derstqpd,  however,  sir,  that  in  the  discbarge  of 
my.duties  on  this  floor,  I  shall  always  obey  the 
honest  dictates  of  m  v  own  judgment ;  and  when- 
ever I  see,  or  think  1  see,  danger  of  any  kind 
threatening  the  doe  administration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, I  will  at  all  times  endeavpr  to  expose  it 
to  the  view  of  the  people,  and  particularly  of  those 
from  whom  the  unintentional  danger  is  appre- 
hended; regardless  of  any  consequences  to  my- 
self upon  the  political  theaire.  The  best  mode 
of  appreciating  the  tend^ncy^  of  mandafory  in- 
structions upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Federal 
Government,  will  be  to  bring  to  our  recollection 
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tht  great  points  of  diflRsrence  between  the  present 
Government  and  former  confederation. 

Under  the  former  confederation,  the  States 
Toted  in  their  corporate  characters ;  and  it  the 
Representatives  of  any  one  of  them  were  equally 
divided  in  opinion,  the  State  gave  no  vote.  Un- 
der the  present  Gbvem men t,  each  Representative 
Votes  in  his  individual  character,  and  upon  his 
individual  responsibility.  The  words  of  the 
Constitution  are  "  and  each  Senator  shall  have 
ene  vole."  Undet  the  former  confederation,  the 
tequisitions  of  Congress  operated  upon  the  States 
in  their  corporate  characters.  Under  the  present 
Government,  the  laws  of  Congress  operate  upon 
the  people  of  the  United  States  m  th^ir  individual 
eharactere. 

The  former  Congress  did  not  possess  the  means 
necessary  and  proper  for  executing  its  own  will 
upon  the  subjects  confided  to  its  deliberations. 
The  present  Congress  possesses  power  io  carry 
Into  effect  its  own  will  or  its  laws,  upoa  all  sub- 
jects confided  to  its  management.  These  are 
among  the  great  points  of  difference  in  the  char- 
acter and  powers  of  the  two  Governments.  The 
former  Government  fell  to  pieces  from  the  feeble- 
ness of  its  organization,  and  principally  from  the 
want  of  power  to  execute  its  own  will,  fVom  its 
dependence  upon  the  State  Legislatures  for  the 
execution  of  its  requisitions. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  Slate  Legislatures  possess  the 
right  to  give  mandatory  instruclions  to  their  Sen- 
ators respectively,  I  see  very  liitle  difference  in  the 
character  of  the  present  and  former  confedera- 
tion ;  for  there  can  be  vety  little  difference  in  the 
practical  effect  of  the  principle  of  requisitions  by 
Congress  upon  the  Slate  Legislatures,  which  may 
be  rejected  at  their  discretion,  and  the  principle 
of  the  State  Legislatures  making  requisitions  by 
mandatory  instructions  upon  one  essential  branch 
of  Congress;  which  must  be  obeyed  by  that 
branch  m  exclusion  of  all  discretion  whatever. 
The  feebleness  and  incongruity  of  the  latter  prin- 
ciple is,  in  my  opinion,  at  least  equal  to  the  first, 
and  if  admitted  and  indulged  in,  will  as  certainly 
terminate  in  the  ruin  and  dissolution  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Another  injurious  tendency  of  manda- 
tory instructions,  is,  to  add  to  the  locality  of  feel- 
ings and  opinions  In  the  deliberations  of  this 
bonorable  body,  already  too  strong  by  native  and 
habitual  prepossessions  and  predi&ctionsu  Ano- 
therinjurious  tendency  of  mandatory  instmctions 
results  from  their  influence  in  restraming  the  free 
exercbe  of  opinioh  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
konorable  body  :  and  If  generally  practised  upon 
would  render  all  deliberations  unnecessary.  The 
incongruitv  of  mandatory  instructions  to  the  op- 
erations of  this  Government  will  appear  more 
obvious,  by  reflecting,  that,  if  the  same  measure 
were  to  be  concurred  in  and  required  by  every 
State  Legislature  in  the  Union,  and  their  Sena- 
tors peremptorily  instructed  to  effect  it,  without 
exercising  any  discretion  of  their  own,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  such  would  be  the  difference  in  the 
mode  or  detail  of  the  instruclions  from  the  re- 
spective State  Legislatures,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the 
]N>wer  of  the  Senate  to  effect  their  object  \  the 


Senators  from  each  State  beinr  bound  to  parsoi 
the  mode  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Legiilatare 
of  the  State  they  respectively  represent.  Indeed 
tuch  if  my  opinion  of  the  tendency  of  the  pris* 
ciple  of  mandatory  instructions,  that  I  should  re- 
gret very  much  to  see  it  established  and  frequeatl? 
reeorted  to.  The  practice,' in  my  opinion,  woald 
eventuate  in  producing  feebleness  and  iaefficieDCf 
in  the  General  Government ;  collision  among  Im 
several  States ;  and  finally  disunion  and  dissolo- 
tion  of  the  General  Government.    ^ 

Sir,  I  now  am,  and  always  have  been,  attacM 
to  an  efficient  Government— 4  Government  rtrong 
enough  to  repel  external  violence,  and  to  ioBOit 
domestic  tranquillity,  and  to  secure  the  persoi 
and  property  of  the  individual  citizens.  Tbt 
Federal  Government  i  conceive  to  be  an  indis- 
pensable instrument  in  the  effectuation  of  thne 
great  objects.  I  have  often  wondered  at  seeing 
gentfemen  of  learning, of  talents,  and  of  patrtotiso, 
rejoicing  at  the  curtailment  of  its  necessary  pow- 
ers. They  seem  to  me  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of 
every  event  of  this  kind,  as  much  as  if  they  bti 
plucked  «  laurel  from  the  brow  of  their  most  in- 
veterate enemy  pd  placed  it  round  their  owo; 
not  being  sufficiently  impressed,  in  my  jirdg* 
ment,  with  the  inportanoe  of  the  Federal  Got- 
emment  to  the  preservpition  of  their  own  personal 
saf\ety,  and  the  security  of  their  oroperty,  &c. 

The  gentleman  fk-ovi  Gkorgia  (Mr.  Crawfobd) 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  in  giving  instraciioas  to 
the  Senators  upon  this  occasion,  the  great  Statei 
had  been  influenced  solely  by  motives  of  araIie^ 
I  regret  the  remark ;~  and  1  think,  if  the  geotlennn 
would  dispassionately  reconsider  it,  he  would  tko 
regret  it.  I  think  he  would  admit,  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virffinia  could  not  have  acted  un^ 
the  influence  of  such  a  motive.  And,  sir,  IJed 
a  pride  and  a  pleasure  in  standing  here  to  repd 
the  imputation,  and  to  do  justice  to  the  ral 
motives  of  the  Legislature,  i  am  at  a  loss  tod^ 
termine  what  are  the  parlictilar  oircumsttoeei 
which  could  have  induced  the  gentleman  to  as- 
cribe the  motive  of  avarice  to  the  Virginia  Le- 
gislature on  this  occasion^  It  is  true,  tbata  braael 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  with  the  trifltng 
capital  of  ^300,000  is  established  at  Norfolk  ;ud 
that  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  also  tf- 
taUished  there.  Bat  these  circttmatancesfaniisfc 
no  possible  motive  of  avarice  to  the  ViiginiaLfr 
gislatave.  The  anuHmt  of  capital  and  its  eff^ 
are  quite  unimportant  to  the  State.  Nanotf 
ritsdf,  although  CH^tially  renieeubte  and  impoitaat 
with  any  other  portion  or  the  State  of  thesaoo 
extent  and  population,  is  not  sufficient  to  exeit* 
the  avarice  of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  Tie 
Legislature  of  Virginia  consists  principally » 
agricultarisu  residing  in  the  interior  of  the  Sut^ 
who  concern  themselves  very  little  with  baaw 
and  bank  oberations.  They  have  naade  no  eal« 
culations  or  pecuniary  interests  upon  this  occa- 
sion. They  have  acted  in  giving  jnstrociioM 
from  the  purest  and  most  honorable  motives,  from 
a  conviction  that  the  power  of  granting  charttt* 
of  incorporation  was  noteonferred  on  Congress  of 
the  ConatilutioB,  but  reserved  tojthe  States  re- 
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«pectivel)r.  That  this  coDTietion  alone  was  the 
uduoemeDt  to  their  iDstrueiiobs  will  appear  ob^ 
yious  from, the  iostraetions  themselTesi  which  I 
beg  leave  to  read : 

«"  The  Generml  Atmmhlj  of  Virginia  mw  witii  the 
aaoet  eerioiis  omcem  the  late  attempts  which  have  been 
made  to  <Aiain  item  Congieia  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
ineorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  fitatea^ 

Thia  AaMBbly  is  deeply  impresaed  with  the  convic- 
tion that  the  <»rional  grant  of  that  charter  was  nnoon* 
atitntiona],  that  Congress  have  no  power  whatever  to 
renew  it,  and  that  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  would 
he  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  a  dangerous  encroach- 
ment on  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  ^Therefore, 

JUtoived^  That  the  Senators  of  this  State,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  and  our 
Bepesentatives  most  earnestly  requested,  in  the  exe- 
evtion  of  their  duties,  as  fiuthful  representatives  of  their 
-country,  to  use  their  best  efforts  in  opposing  by  every 
BAeana  in  their  power  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

JAVi7AmT28,  1811. 
Agreed  to  ROBT.  TAYLOR.  S.  A 

JAS.  BARBOUR,  8.  H.  D. 

A  copy  from  the  orinnal. 
Test :  Jas.  Kxasaitts,  C.  H.  D." 

Il  manifestly  appears  from  these  instructions 
thai  a  coovietion  of  the  aocopstitationaiity  of  the 
•origriQal  bank  law  was  the  sole  inducement  with 
the  Legislature  fof  gifiof  them ;  and  here,  air, 

rsrioit  me  to  express  a  hope,  that  the  arguments 
^  have  urged  in  favor  of  this  opiniofi  will  amply 
Juatify  the  Le^slature  in  the  honest  conviction 
under  which  Jt  has  acted.  Permit  me  also  to 
remark,  sir^  that  while  I  cannot  admit  that  in- 
atroctions  m  any  case  possess  a  mandatory  in- 
fluence over  the  Senator;  and  while  I  think  the 
practice  of  giving  instructions  in  general,  and 
U|>on  general  points  gf  policy,  is  attended  with 
injaxious  effecta  upon  the  proceedings  of  this 
-Government,  6ui, — yet,  ia  a  case  of  rights  reserved 
to  the  States,  the  Legislatures  not  onljr  have  the 
rigbt|  hut  it  ia  their  duty  to  express  their  opinions 
to,  or  instruct  their  Senators  (for  I  will  not  cavil 
^bout  terms)  to  resist  the  usurpations  of  the  Qep- 
eral  Government.  It  is  the  mildest  way  in  which 
their  agency  cf^n  be  brought  to  bear  upon  all  such 
cases ;  nd  this  being  a  ease  in  point,  the  instruct- 
ing Legislatures  stand  perfectly  justifiable  in  the 
conduct  thej  have  adopted  in  that  respect.  I 
hope,  sir,  that  I  have  rescued  the  Legislature  of 
Yir^iQia  from  th^  unmei^ted  imputations  thrown 
againat  it,  inadvertentlv  I  am  sure,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Qeorgia  (Mr.  CaAWFoao ;)  and  have 
shown  that  it  has  been  influenced  by  the  purest, 
the  most  laudable  and  the  most  honorable  mo- 
•uvea.  dbc« 

I  have,  sir,  thus  presented  to  the  Senate  the 
moat  imjKirtial  and  comprehensive  views,  which 
«ty  best  reflections  have  enabled  me  to  take  of 
tne  Constitutional  question  involved  in  the  pres- 
-eat  discussion,  and  of  all  the  other  topics  which 
haTe  been  incidenuUy  connected  with  it.  I  will 
Jiow  proceed  to  examine  the  subject  in  another 
j>oint  of  view. ' 

Upon  the  question  respecting  the  expediency 


of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  the  friends  of 
the  bill  chum  the  whole  weight  of  the  argument; 
whilst  some  of  its  opposers  tacitly  acquiesce  in, 
and  oti)era  (kintly  oppose  this  lofty  pretension. 
Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  I.  enter- 
tain very  great  doubts  upon  that  ooiat.  There 
appear  to  me  to  be  considerations  ol  great  weight 
against  it;  perhaps  more  than  sufficient  to  coun- 
terbalance those  urged  in  favor  of  it.  Both  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  relied  very  much 
upon  the  suggestion,  that  the  prosperity  ot  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  attributable  in  a  very  great  dch 
gree,  indeed  almost  exclusively^  to  the  establish- 
ment and  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  I  believe,  sir,  nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  ascertain ^he  true  causes  of  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  nations ;  very  few  writers  have 
been  successful  in  the  in  vesication  of  that  in- 
irici^te  subject;  but  the  adventitious  establish- 
mentand  operation  oftbe  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
are  amount  the  last  causes  to  which  I  would  as- 
cribe their  rapid  increase  of  wealth  and  their 
general  and  extensive  prosperity.  It  is  not  to  any 
edveniitionsj  local  causes  we  Are  to  look  for  these 
universal  effects.  If  I  we^e  to  look  for  their  real 
causes,  I  should  exnect  to  find  them,  in  the  ge- 
nius and  wisdom  Qf  political  institutions;  in  per- 
mitting every  citizen  to  employ  his  faculties  at 
his  own  discretion,  for  the  attainment  of  property : 
and  securing  to  him  the  perfect  and  uncontrolled 
enjoyment  of  it  when  acquired.  .  Each  citixeui 
thus  acquiring  wealth  and  proaper^y  to  him- 
self, would  of  course  accumulate  the  general 
stock,  dbc.  These  inestimable  blessings  have  also 
been  attended  with  signal  and  peculiar  advanta- 
ges, with  an  exemption  from  wars,  and  all  other 
great  political  calamities,  &^^  die,  whilst  that  por* 
tion  of  the  world  with  which  we  have  the  most 
extensive  conunercial  relation  has'  been,  and  still 
is,  unhappily  involved  in  waraalmost  intermina- 
ble and  of  the  most  disastrous  characters;  from 
which,  till  latterly,  our  commercial  fellow  citi- 
zens have  derived  advantages  almost  incalculable, 
and  of  course  added  f;reatly  to  the  general  stock 
of  wealth  and  prosperity,  die.  To  these  and  such 
like  causes,  permanent  in  their  character,  and 
universel  in  their  operation,  are  properly  to  be 
ascribed  the  general  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the , 
nation ;  and  not  to  the  adventitious  circumstance 
of  the  creatioa  of  a  bank;  still  less  should  we 
rely  upon  this  cause,  when  we  reflect  that  the 
bank  is  local  in  its  operations;  whilst  the  scene 
of  prosperity  is  universal  through  the  United 
States,  pervading  those  perts  of  t^em  where  the 
operations  of  the  bank  are  scarcely  known,  and 
its  influence  never  felt,  as  much  as  those  parts 
immediately  within  the  focal  point  of  its  influ- 
ence. dU.  This  argument,  therefore,  J  coi^ceive 
has  Seen  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  hill,  ^reatlf 
beyond  its  real  merits,  and  received  with  too 
much  facility  and  effect  by  its  opposers, 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Crawford) 
upon  introducinff  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was  pleased  to  sajr,  that  he  should  rely  in  some 
degree  upon  that  report ;  although  he  kqe  w,  that 
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meDtioning  it  would  excite  invidtous  feelings  in 
some  of  tlie  members  of  this  body.  I  do  not  know 
to  whom  the  gentleman  meant  to  applf  his  allu- 
sion. I  can  onlv  say  for  myself,  that  I  think  the 
report  is  entitled  to  a  respectful  attention— that  I 
would  give  it  the  same  respect,  that  I  would  show 
to  a  report  from  the  head  of  any  other  depart- 
ment. It  has  always  been  my  invariable  habit, 
to  form  my  opinions  from  the  facts  contained  in 
the  documents  before  me,  regardless  of  the  au- 
thors of  them ;  nor  could  I  ever  condescend,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty  upon  this  floor,  to  per- 
mit personal  considerations  to  intermingle  with, 
still  less  bias  my  deliberations.  But,  sir,  I  see 
nothing  very  operative  in  the  Secretarv's  report. 
He  says  in  substance  that  he  1i4s  founcl  in  prac- 
tice the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  conve- 
nient instrument  for  facilitating  the  management 
of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation ;  which  I  be- 
lieve is  generally  admitted.  It  is  also  true  that 
the  .Secretary  has  found  it  convenient,  and  has 
ventured  to  express  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank  bill ;  and  I  am  wil- 
ling to  give  credit  to  the  opinion,  for  what  it  is 
worth.  No  gentleman  would  say  it  ought  to  pre- 
clude the  free  exercise  of  opinion  ny  others ;  and  1 
acknowled/^e,  upon  this  piarticular  subject.  I  am 
not  inclined  to  prive  it  the  weight  to  which  that 
gentleman's  opinions .  would  be  entitled  upon 
other  occasions ;  because  he  has  uniformly  mani- 
fested too  much  zeal  for  the  success  of  this  bill« 
to  leave  the  ^lind  perfectly  free  in  the  investiga- 
tion. He  has  for  n  long  time  used  such  various 
and  incessant  means  to  effect  the  renewal,  that 
his  mind  must  be  in  some  degree  divested  of  that 
coolness  and  impartiality  whicR  are  indispensa- 
ble to  a  critical  and  correct  analysis  of  the  Con- 
stitutidn. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Crawford) 
observed,  that  it  was  better  to  have  a  bank  de- 
pendant on  the  United  States,  than  to  increase 
the  dependence  of  the  government  upon  the  State 
banks,  over  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  exercise  any  control.  I  would  sub- 
mit to  the  honorable  gentleman,  upon  further  re- 
flection, to  say^  whether  the  remarc  is  applicable 
to  the  bill  under  consideration.  After  the  .char- 
ter is  once  granted,  I  see  no  control  reserved  to 
the  Government.  I  fear  the  controlling  influence 
would  be  on  the  other  side.  If,  however,  there 
must  be  an  United  States'  Bank,  I  would  prefer 
one  of  that  character  to  the  present  project.  I 
have  too  much  confidence  in  Congress  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  influence  of  a  bank  under  its  di- 
rection ;  and  should  greatly  prefer  it  to  one  whose 
direction  should  be  under  the  influence  of  Brit- 
ish capitalists. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Lloyd,)  to  whose  dispassionate,  enlightened^ 
and  dignified  observations  I  listened  with  great 
pleasure^  informed  us,  that  there  wa:»  a  capital  of 
fifty  millions  of  bank  paper  in  circulation  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  specie  circulaition  for  its 
support  did  not  exceed  ten  millions — and  that 
was  daily  diminishinff.  If  this  be  the  true  state 
of  the  ckculating  medium,  I  think  the  extension 


of  bunk  paper  circulation  already  too  ereat;  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  to  me,  if  a  knowledge 
of  this  fact  alone  should  lessen  its  credit.  Its  ex- 
cess has  certainly  become  an  eVil,  and  instead  of 
being  still  further  extended,  ought  to  be  curtailed. 
But  the  most  objectionable  circumstance  to  thii 
excess  of  circulation  of  bank  paper,  I  conceive  to 
be  its  inevitable  tendency  to  exclude  the  specie 
circulation,  which  it  substitutes.  A  specie  cir- 
culation is  certainly  greatly  preferable  to  paper 
circulation ;  it  has  aci  intrinsic  value  in  itself, 
whereas  the  paper  circulation  has  no  intrinsic 
value,  and  its  currency  depends  upon  the  value 
of  the  specie  circulation  which  it  represents.  Of 
course  a  circulation  of  value  is  excluded  from 
the  country,  and  substituted  by  one  of  no  valae; 
and  in  times  of  war  or  other  great  political  ca- 
lamities, when  the  Government  would  stand  most 
in  need  of  the  aid  of  banks  for  its  support,  their 
capacity  to  lend  would  be  the  most  diminished, 
if  not  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  absence  of  specie' 
capital,  which  the  circulation  of  bank  paper  has 
banished  frotm  the  country.  I  presume  the  gen- 
tlemaii  would  not  consider  the  banishment  of  a 
circulation  of  intrinsic  value,  and  substitutiog  it 
with  one  of  a  representative  value  only,  amongst 
the  prosperous  efiects  resulting  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Lloyd)  favored  the  Senate  with  the  perusal  of 
his  notes  of  the  evidence  of  the  democratic  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  Philadelphia.  1 
paid  great  attention  to  this  informatiooi  derived 
from  practical  men,  and  should  be  sorry  to  mis- 
conceive it;  and  certainly  could  not  disrespect  it. 
Bat  there  were  two  facts,  stated  and  assented  to 
b^rall  of  them,  which  seem  to  me  trreconcileable 
with  the  opinions  expressed  bv  those  gentlemen, 
respecting  the  real  causes  of  tne  present  scarcitf 
of  money,  and  the  distresses  consequent  npoB 
that  scarcity.  The  first  fact  was,  that  the  banc 
in  Philadelphia  discounted  preciselv  as  mnch 
now,  and  proposed  to  do  so  till  the  4th  of  Marco, 
as  it  heretofore  had  done.  The  other  fact  was. 
that  the  paper  had  not  depreciated,  but  was  siilr 
in  good  credit.  The  complaint  was  not  that  the 
paper,  when  obtained,  was  not  of  go<||  credit, 
and  would  not  abswer  their  purposes;  but  that 
they  'could  not  obtain  it.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot 
conceive  how  the  scarcity  of  monef ,  and  conse- 
quent distress,  can  arise  from  any  apprehension 
of  putting  down  the  bank,  when  precisely  the 
same  sum  of  money  is  now  put  into  circulatioji 
by  it  as  was  formerly  done,  and  the  money  itsc" 
in  pH)d  credit.  The  pecuniary  distresses  com- 
plained of,  in  my  judgment,  are  not  properly  a^" 
tribuiable  to  these  causes,  but  to  some  other* 
more  inscrutable,  and  which  have  escaped  toe 
observations  of  those  gentlemen.  Perhaps  t^w 
may  more  justly  be  ascribed,  in  some  instances, 
to  the  general  embarrassment  of  the  commerciar 
world  at  present— particularly  the  embarratf- 
ments  of  American  commerce  at  the  P'^*^ 
moment,  and  perhaps,  in  some  instances,  (^.^®|? 
unknown  embarrassments  and  difficalties  in  i» 
particular  occupations  of  the  complaining  w»  ' 
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Tidoals.  There  is  aootber  fact  to  ahow  that  the 
alarm  at  present  ia  greatly  exaggerated,  or  is  cer- 
tainly greatly  beyood  any  real  cause  for  it.  It 
will  appear  uom  the  Secretary's  report,  that  the 
debts  due  to  the  Baok  of  the  United  States  are 
only  $600,000  less  than  they  were  twelve  months 
ago;  of  course  the  discounts , of  the  whole  insti* 
tulion  could  only  be  lessened  to  that  extent,  and 
it  ia  impossible  for  toe  lo  bejieve  that  the  pay- 
ment of  that  trivial  sum^  compared  with  the 
whole  mercantile  capital  of  the  United  States, 
eould  be  seriously  felt  by  the  merchants  gener- 
ally; e3»pecially  as  they  have  been  twelve  whole 
months  in  paying  it.  If  the  payment  of  that 
som  in  twelve  months  could  produce  all  the  dis- 
tresses we  hear  of,  I  hope  we  shall  hear  po  more 
of  our  immense  mercantile  wealth,  and  the  great 
extension  of  our  mercantile  capital.  Yet  this  is 
the  only  real  cause  for  all  the  clamor  and  alarm 
eirculating  through  the  country.  I  think,  with 
some  confidence,  that  the  consequences  of  put- 
tio^  down  the  ^nk  of  the  United  States  must 
be  ftrtificially  exaggerated,  or  very  much  misap- 
prehended; and  this  opinion  is  grounded  upon 
the  consideration  that  it  is  directly  repugnant  to 
the  interest  of  the  bank  to  cause  the  apprehended 
distresses,  and  its  directors  certainly  have  the 
power  to  avoid  the  production^  of  them.  And  I 
think  that  when  a  calculation  is  made,  and  a 
eonelnsion  drawn  upon  the  idea  that  a  moneyed 
ioatitution  will  pursue  its  own  interest,  it  may 
fiiirly  be  said  to  be  grounded  on  a  solid  consider- 
ation. I  cannot  see  how  puttbg  down  this  in- 
alinttion  can  materially  affect  the  pecuniary  abili- 
ties of  the  nation;  its  actual  funds  for  discounting 
will  be  nearly  the  same;  ^he  position  of  them 
ooly  will  be  changed;  they  will  find  their  way 
into  the  State  banks,  and  their  ability  to  discount 
will  be  increased  proportionably  to  the  increase 
of  their  deposites.  Nor  am  I  at  all  alarmed  at  t  he 
suggestion,  that  eleven  millions  of  dollars  will  be 
draws  out  of  the-  country  by  the  British  capital- 
ists, because  it  will  not  be  their  interest  to  do  so. 
Their  dollars  are  worth  more  here  than  in  Great 
BriuiiL.  If  drawn  there,  they  would  soon  be 
melted  down  into  their  depreciated  paper  circu- 
lation. Thev  might  also  draw,  bills  to  advan- 
tage: so  that  1  doubt  whether  an  additional  dollar 
wul'be  shipped  from  the  country,  in  consequence 
of  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  Certainly  they  will 
not  to  any  great  extent. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  suggest  a  few  con- 
siderations, which  I  ackn'owledge  have  gieat  in- 
fioence  on  my  mind  in  deciding  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.    I  do  it  with 
great  diffidence,  because  I  have  not  yet  heard 
them  suggested  by  any  other  gentleman;  at  least 
not  precisely  as  they  affect  my  mind.    I  will, 
however,  present  them  to  the  Senate,  and  do  not 
nb  them  to  be  appreciated  beyond  what  they 
ve  worth.    In  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  upon 
^  principles  now  proposed,  the  great  advantage 
to  the  stockholders  consists  in  legalizing  their 
credit,  and  authorizing  them  to  draw  an  interest 
oo  it,  as  well  as  on  their  money.    Individuals 


can  obtain  interest  only  on  a  loan  of  money — the 
bank  is  authorized  to  obtain  interest  on  a  loan  <^ 
credit,  and  that  interest,  according  to  the  report^ 
ed  dividends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^, 
has. been  eight  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  it  is^ 
probable  it  will  con^nue  quite  as  higrh.    This- 
advantage  is  not  confined  to  the  credit  arising, 
from  the  money  owned  by  the  stockholders;  but 
also  that  which  arises  from  the  deposites  of  monej^- 
belonging  to  other  people — nor  is  this  all;  it  ex*- 
tends  to  the  credit  which,  arises  from  the  enoi* 
mous  deposites  of  public  money.    It  appears fronr 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  seven  tenths  of  the 
whole  stock  are  held  by  British  capitalists;  per- 
haps the  proportion  is  greater,  but  covered  in 
some  instances  by  American  names,    it  also  ap- 
pears, that  they  will  have  enjoyed  the  full  term 
of  these  incorporated  advantages  on  the  4^h  of 
March  next;  of  course,  a  refusal  to  renew  them 
cannot  in  any  respect  be  considered  as  a  depart- 
ure from  good  faith.    Now  I  can  see  neither  the 
policy  nor  expediency  of  extending  these  favors 
and  advantages  voluntarily  to  these  foreigners 
for  twenty  years  in  exclusion  of  our  own  citi- 
zens; at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  foreign  capital 
now  invested  in  the  institution.    I  think,  sir,  at 
the  same  time,  I  can  see  very  strong  and  pecu- 
liar grounds  of  objection  to  the  policy  and  expe- 
diency of  this  measure.    My  objection  arises 
from  the  enormous  British  influence,  which  no- 
toriously pervades  this  country;  and,  I  believe, 
affects  the  proceedings  of  Glovernment,  so  seri- 
ously, that  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  independ- 
ent.   I  verily  believe,  that  this  baneful  influence 
has  already  driven. the  Government  from"  meas- 
ures which  the  best  interest  of  the  nation  re- 
quired. '    ' 
Whilst  we  find  Great  Britain  claiming  exclu- 
sive dominion  on  the  ocean,  possessed  of  an  im- 
mense mercantile  capital  and  pecuniary  resour- 
ces almost  inexhaustible,  we  find  many  of  her 
subjects  intimately  connected  with  out*  citizens 
in  commercial  pursuits.    We  find  many  mer- 
cantile houses  in  that  country  associated  with 
mercantile  houses  in  this,  so  much  so,  that  when 
we  hear  of  great  failures  in  Liverpool,  we  may  ' 
look  out  for  squalls  and  breakers  at  New  York. 
Not  only  has  this  influence  operated  on  the  peo- 
ple generally,  but  I  state  it  as  my  firm  conviction 
that  it  has  operated  4nd  now  operates  on  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States.    Is  this  merean- 
tile  connexion  the  only  source  of  influence? 
Not  at  all,  sir;  the  influence  accruing  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  identity  of  language,  from 
reading  British  books,  from  the  precedents  de- 
rived from  her  systems  of  jurisprudence,  incul- 
cated in  early  life--from  intermarriages,  and  vari- 
ous othet  circumstances,  paralyzes  the  efforts  of 
our  country,  and  almost  reduces  it  to  a  state  of 
colonal  dependence;  I  consider  this  bank  as  giv- 
ing that  diversified  influence  a  body  and  form 
for  action.    Have  we  not  been  told-  that  this 
bank  has  been  so  operative,  as  to  elevate  or  de- 
press the  State  banks  at  p^asure?    As  to  en- 
large or  contract  the  circulating  medium  )    And 
is  it  desirable  that  such  an  engine  shouJUii  exist 
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in  the  haods  of  fbreistnerB?  Take  away  this  in- 
:#oience,  and  Great  Britain  n^onld  stand  nearly 
on  the  same  footing  in  relation  to  os,  that  any 
•"Other  nation  does.  I  ha?e  not  orerlooked  the 
-observations  ^of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  in 
Tetation  to  this  subject  He  obserred,  if  there  be 
:&nyinftuenc&  it  is  reciprocal ;  that  tbe^foreign- 
*ef8,  having  lands  in  the  United  States'  Bank, 
^ill  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  a  respect 
for  our  rights,  or  to  keep  the  two  nations  at 
peace.  I  believe  they  wilJ;  but  whilst  thev  may 
have  an  influence  in  Ihi^  country,  they  will  have 
none  in  their  own.  The  influence  of  seven  mil- 
lions of  dpilars  will  not  be  felt  in  that  country, 
where  three  hundred  millions  are  annually  ex- 
pended; although  it  will  have  much  weight  here. 
There  is  then  no  reciprocation  of  influence,  as 
the  gentleman  supposes.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, how  this  influence  has  been  hertimore 
exerted  in  practice  upon  the  two  Governments? 
Has  it.  been  able  t^  induce  Great  Britain  to  relax 
in  her  hostility  against  us  in  the  smallest  degree? 
Has  it  prevented,  or  repealed  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, dbc.  ?  Has  it  saved  frotti  impressment  one 
American  seamen  ?  Did  it  prevent  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake?  In  short,  has  it  restrain^ 
eathe  hqetile  arm  6f  Great  Britain  from  any 
kottile  acty  dbc.?  On  the  other  hand,  how  has 
it  acted  on  our  Government?  Has  it  not  been 
instmmental  in  paralyzing  every  efibrt  of  resist-* 
ing  these  hostilities?  Has  it  not  cooled  us  down 
to  a  state  of  humble  submission,  dbc  ?  These  arle 
its  natural  practical  effects,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so.  I  am  very  far  from  wishing  to  inteivupt 
the  barmbny  and  friendship  between  the  United 
StMiCB  and  Great  Britain,  provided  they  can  be 
preserved  on  honorable  term»,  but  not  by  submis- 
sion brought  about  by  British  influence.  I  find  I 
have  trespassed  too  long  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
SedBate;  but  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  reply  to  two 
observations,  one  of  which  has  been  mucn  relied 
on ;  and  I  will  pass  over  all  others. 

It  has  bcten  asked  by  one  gentleman  whether 
this  was  a  very  propitious  time  for  putting  an 
end  to  this  establishment.  I  admit  that  it  is  not; 
that  very  serious  embarrassments  attend  our 
commercial  operations.  The  sequestrations  of 
France,  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  as  well 
as  the  interruptions  from  other  countries,  must 
have  had  a  yery  serious  efiect  on  our  commerce. 
I  regret  that  this  measure  is  dalled  for,  at  so  in- 
auspicious a  time.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
if  we  enforce  the  non-intercourse  the  pressure 
will  not  be  lessened.  But  are  these  circumstan- 
ces so  inauspicious,  ^e  to  warrant  us  in  passing 
over  solemn  Constitutional  objections  ?  Are  they 
such  as  to  wat'rant  us  in  still  further  increasing 
British  influence  in  thit  nation  ?  These  are  seri- 
ous considerations;  and,  in  ray  judgment,  furnish 
strong  grounds  of  objection  to  the  policy  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter.  Gentlemen  may  speak  of  the  impartial- 
ity of  the  bank  as  they  nlease;  but  it  is  notorious 
that  it  has  always  been  uostile  to  all  measures  di- 
rected agltinst  England,  and  against  the  Adminis- 
tration generally;  evinced  in  the  choice  of  direc* 


tors,  dbe.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Cbawfosd)  feelingly  complained,  that  this  htd 
artificially  been  made  a  party  question  by  the 
course  adopted  in  its  discussion.  I  fear  the  re* 
mark  is  too  true;  that  this  discussion  partakes 
too  much  of  that  character.  I  have  endeafored 
to  exclude  ^very  id«a  of  that  nature  from  the 
observations  just  made.  I  always  regret  to  see 
any  question,  in  discussion  before  ibis  honorablt 
body,  assume  the  character  of  parties.  It  is  al- 
ways unwise  in  the  party  in  power  artifieialljr  to 
create  pikty  questions.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
silly  boatswain,  who,  not  content  to  sail  easdf 
along  before  a  pleasant  breeze,  puts  up  his  vfais- 
tle  for  a  storm,  which,  when  it  arrives,  upsets  his 
vessel,  and  sends  her  to  the  bottom,  it  is  oar 
duty  to  examine  every  qncfstion  solely  on  the 
ground  of  right  and  wrong.  In  this  coaBtry, 
that  party  will  keep  longest  in  possession  of 
power^  which  «hali  do  right  and  administer  jus- 
tice regardless  of  all  other  considerations.  I  hope 
all  my  efforts  have  heretofore  tended  to  prodaee 
these  ends.  It  has  been  at  all  times  my  objeetto 
search  out  right,  and  vigilantly  to  pursue  it,  r^ 
gardiess  of  incidental  consequences.  lofloeticw 
solely  by  these  considerations,  I  have  endeavored 
to  give  this  subieet  the  moat  impartial  investip- 
tion.  I  have  done  so  with  the  most  respeeml 
attention  to  the  motives  and  reasonings  ofoih» 
gentlemen.  I  know  that  I  stand  much  ia  aeed 
of  the  same  liberality  and  indulgence  mpAu 
which,  I  hope  and  doubt  not,  I  shall  reoeiw» 
return.. 

When  Mr.  Gius  had  ooDeladed,  the  Senate 
adjoi|iraed^ 


Fbiday,  February  15. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  ame^ 
ments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "^An  act  providing  nif 
the  removal  of  the  land  ofllce  esUblished  at 
Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Can- 
ton, in  the.  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorise  the 
Raster  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  rt- 
perintend  the  public  sales  of  latKl  in  the  dtstnet 
east  of  Pearl  river,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and^ after  progress,  the  fortaet 
consideration  tbereot  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesterday  forcoacar- 
rence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  rest' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ahobbson,  the  ^^^^l^u 
sumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a  commander  i« 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  ®<>"^ 
it  was  agreed  that  the  ^consideration  thereof  ^ 
postponed  until  to-morrpw.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  o(  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  PoW- 
mac  Bridge  Companjr  to  levy  money  for  the  oo- 
iect  of  its  incorporation ;"  and  the  bill  ba»»JJ 
been  amended^  the  President  reported  it  to  tw 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question^  Shall  tnw 
bill  be  now  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  •* 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  theaffiraatir^ 
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TIm  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continae  ii^  foree 
«B  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sob- 
aertfoers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."  passed 
on  the  35tb  daf  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  CLAT.-*Mr.  President:  When  the  subject 
iaToWed  in  the  motion  now  nnder  consideration 
was  depending  before  the  other  branch  of  the 
Ijeg:islatore,  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  their  de* 
eision  was  eTineed.  For  although  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  had  been  raised  manjr  weeks 
prior  to  the  determination  of  that  House  on  the 
proposition  to  re-charter  the  bank,  except  the  oc* 
eadonal  reference  to  it  of  memorials  and  petitions, 
we  scarcely  evet  heard  of  it.  The  rejection,  it 
is  true,  of  a  measure  brought  before  either  branch 
of  Congress,  does  not  absolutely  preclude  the 
other  from  taking  up  the  same  i^oposition ;  but  the 
tewDlomj  of  our  time,  «nd  a  just  deference  for 
the  opinion  of  others,  would  seem  to  recommend 
a  ^lieate  and  cautious  exercise  of  this  power* 
As  -this  subject,  at  the  memorable  period  when 
the  oharter  was  granted;  called  forth  the  best  tal- 
enta  of  the  nation-«-as  it  has,  on  various  occasions, 
mdergone  the  moat  thorough  inTcstigation,  and 
as  we  ean  harijly  expect  that  it  is  sjosceptible  of 
reeeiving  any  further  elucidation,  it  was  to  have 
heeo  hoped  that  we  should  have  been  spa  red  an  use- 
less debate.  This  was  the  more  desirable  because 
there  are^  I  eoaceiTe,  much  superior  claims  upon 
US  foi^  every  hour  of  t^e  small  portion  of  the  ses- 
saoQ  yet  remaining  to  us.  Under  the  operaiioA 
of  these  motives,!  had  resolved  to  give  a  silent 
TOte,  until  I  felt  myself  bound,  by  the  defying 
manner  of  the  argtunents  advanced  in  support 
of  the  renewal,  to  obey  the  paramount  duties  I 
owe  my  eountty  and  iu  oonsutution;  to  make  one 
ctfhrti  however  feeUe,  to  avert  the  passage  of 
whet  appears  to  me  a  most  unjustinahle  law. 
After  my  honorable  friend  froin  Virginia  (Mr. 
Q11.B8)  had  instructed  and  amused  tis  with  the 
very  able  and  ingenious  aivumeqt  which  he  de- 
livered on  yesterday,  1  shomd  have  still  forborne 
to  trespass  on  the  Senate,  but  for  the  extraordi- 
nary character  of  his  speech.  He  discussed  both 
aides  of  the  question,  with  great  ability  and  elo- 
qaence,  and  certainly  demonstrated  to  the  satis- 
foetion  of  all  who  heard  him,  both  that  it  was 
GoBstitutionai  and  unconstitutional,  highly  pro- 
per aad  improper  to  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
Dank.  The  honorable  gentleman  appeared  to  me 
in  the  predicament  in  which  the  cdebrated  orator 
of  Virginia.  Patrick  Henry,  is  said  to  hare  been 
OBce  placed.  Engaged  in  a  most  extensive  and 
Inerative  practice  of  the  law,,  he  mistook  in  one 
instance  the  side  of  the  cause  on  which  he  was 
retained,  and  addressed  the  court  and  jury  in  a 
very  splendid  and  coavineing  speech  in  behalf 
oC  his  antagonist.  His  distracted  client  came  up 
ta  him  whilst  he  was  progressing,  and  interrupt- 
ing htm,  bitterly  exclaimed,  *'  vou  have  undone 
me  I  you  have  ruined  meP — ^  Never  mind,  give 
jFonndl  ao  concern,"  said  the  adrbit  advocate ; 
aad  turning  to  the  court  and  jury,  continued  his 
afgoaeat  by  observing,  '*  May  it  plente  your  hon- 


ors, and  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  have  been 
stating  to  you  what  I  presume  ray  adversary  may 
urge  on  his  side.  I  will  now  show  you  how  fal- 
lacious his  reasoning  and  groundless  h  is  pretensions 
are."  The  skilful  orator  proceeded,  satisfactorily 
refuted  every  argument  he  had  advanced,  and 
gained  his  cause!  A  success  with  which  I  trust 
the  exerti9n  of  my  honorable  friend  will  on  this 
occasion  be  crowned. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Crawfoud)  that  this  has  been 
made  a  party  question,  although  the  law  tncor* 
porating  the  bank  was  passied  prior  to  to  the  for* 
matibn  of  parties,  and  when  Congress  was  not 
biassed  hy  party  prejudices.  [Mr.  CRAwronn 
explained.  He  did  not  mean  that -it  had  been  . 
made  a  party  ouestion  in  the  Senate.  His  aliu» 
sion  was  elsewnere.]  I  do  not  think  it  altogether 
fair  to  refer  to  the  discussions  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  'as  gentlemen  belonging  to  that 
body  have  no  opportunity  of  defending  themselves 
here.  It  is  true  that  this  law  was  not  the  effect, 
biK  it  is  no  less  true  that  it  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  political  divisions  of  this  country.  Aa4 
ifr  during  the  agitation  of  the  present  question, 
the  renewal  has,  on  one  side,  been  opposed  on 
party  principles,  let  me  ask  if,  on  the  other,  it  has 
not  been  advooatedonsimilar  principles?  Where 
is  the  Maoedonion  phalanx,  the  opposition  in 
Congress )  I  believe,  sir,  I  shall  not  incur  the 
charge  of  presumptuous  prophecy,  when  I  pre- 
dict that  we  shall  net  pink  up  from  its  ranks  one 
single  straggler !  And  if,  on  this  occasion,  my 
worthy  friend  from  Qeorgia  has  ^ne  over  into 
the  camp  of  the  enemy,  is  it  kind  in  him  to  look 
back  upon  his  former  friends,  and  rebuke  them 
for  the  fidelity  with  which  they  adhere  to  their 
old  principles? 

1  shall  not  stop  10  examine  how  far  a  represent 
tative  is  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  consiit- 
nents.  This  is  a  question  between  the  giver  and 
receiver  of  the  instructions.  But  I  must  he  per- 
mitted to  express  my  surprise  at  the  pointed  dif- 
ference which  has  been  made  between  the  opin- 
ions and  instructions  of  State  Legislatures,  and 
the  opinions  and  detain  of  the  deputations  with 
which  we  have  been  surrounded  from  PhiUdel- 
phia.  Wbilstthe  resolutions  of  those  Legislatures 
— known,  legitimate.  Constitutional  and  deliber- 
ative bodies— have  been  thrown  into  the  back 
ground,  and  their  in  terference regarded  as <^cious, 
inese  delcffaiions  from  self-created  societies,  com- 
posed of  wnom  nobody  knows,  have  been  received 
by  the  committee  with  the  utmost  complaisance. 
Their  aommunications  have  been  treasured  up 
with  the  greatest  diligence.  Never  did  the  Del- 
phic priests  collect  with  more  holy  care  the  fran- 
tic expressions  of  the  agitated  Pythis,  or  expound 
them  with  more  solemnity  to  the  astonished  Gre- 
cians, than  has  the  Comniittee  gathered  the  opin- 
ions and  testimony  of  these  deputies,  and  through 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  pompously 
detaUed  them  to  the  Senate !  Philadelphia  has 
her  immediate  representatives,  capable  of  express- 
ing her  wishes  upon  the  floor  of  the  other  House. 
I  If  it  be  improper  for  States  to  obtrudte  nnoii  Con*- 
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tress  tbeir  sentimeDts,  it  is  nrach  more  highly  so 
for  the  unaathorized  deputies  of  fortuitous  con- 
grejratioDs. 

The  first  sidgular  feature  that  attracts  attention 
in  this  bill  is  the  new  and  unconstitutional  veto 
which  it  establishes.  The  Constitution  has  re- 
quired  only,  that  after  bills  have  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  they  shall  be 
presented  to  the  President  for  his  approval  or  re- 
jection, and  his  determination  is  to  be  made  known 
in  ten  days.  But  this  btil  provides,  that  when 
all  she  Constitutional  sanctions  are  obtained,  and 
when  according  to  the  usual  routine  of  legisla- 
tion it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  law,  it  is  to  be 
submitted  to  a  new  branch  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
sisting of  the  President  and  twenty-four  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  holding 
their  sessions  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  they  please 
to  approve  it,  why  then  it  is  to  become  a  law ! 
And  three  months  (the  term  allowed  by  our  law 
of  May  last,  to  one  of  the  great  belligerents  for 
revoking  his  edicts,  after  the  other  shall  have  re- 
pealed his)  are  gran^d  them  to  decide  whether 
an  act  of  Congress  shall  be  the  law  of  the  land 
or  not !  An  act  which  is  said  to  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  our  salvation,  and  without  the 
passage  of  which,  universal  distress  and  bank- 
ruptcy are  to  pervade  the  country.  Remember, 
sir,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  Orom  Georgia 
has  contended  that  this  charter  is  no  contract. 
Does  it,  then,  become  the  representatives  of  the 
nation  to  leave  the  nation  at  the^mercy  of  a  cor- 
poration? Ought  the  impending  calamities  to 
be  left  to  the  hazard  of  a  contingent  remedy  1 

This  vagrant  power  to  erect  a  bank,  after  hav- 
ing wandered  throughout  the  whole  Constitution 
in  quest  of  some  congenial  spot  whereupon  to 
fasten,  has  been  at  length  located  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  on  that  provision,  which  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  Uy  and  collect  uzes,  dbc. 
In  1791,  the  power  is  referred  to  one  part  of  the 
instrument  $  in  1811,  to  another.  Sometimes  it 
is  alleged  to  be  deducible  from  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce.  Hard  pressed  here,  itdisappears^ 
and  shows  itself  under  the  grant  to  coin  money. 
The  sagacious  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1791 

Sursued  the  wisest  course— rhe  has  taken  shelter 
ehind  ffeneral,  bieh  sounding,  and  imposing 
terms.  He  has  xieelared,  in  the  preamble  to  the 
act  establishing  the  bank,  that  it  will  be  very 
conducive  to  the  sticcessful  conducting  of  the 
national  finances;  will  tend  to  give  facility  to  the 
obtaining  of  loans,  and  will  be  productive  of  con- 
siderable advantage  to  trade  and  industry  in  gen- 
eral. No  allusion  is  made  to  the  collection  of 
taxes.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  Government? 
It  is  emphatically  federal,  vested  with  an  aggre- 
gate of  specified  powers  for  general  purposes, 
coneeded  by  existing  sovereignties,  who  have 
themselves  retained  what  is  not  so  conceded.  It 
is  said  that  there  are  cases  in  which  it  must  act 
on  implied  powers.  This  is  not  -controverted, 
but  the  implication  must  be  necessary,  and  obvi- 
ously flow  from  the  enumerated  power  with 
which  it  is  allied.  The  nOwer  to  charter  com- 
panies is  not  specified  in  tn^  grant,  and  I  contend 


is  of  a  nature  not  tranaferable  by  mere  impliet- 
tion.  It  is  one  of  the  mo^t  exalted  attributes  of 
sovereignty.^  In  the  exercise  of  this  gigaotie 
power  we  have  seen  an  East  India  Compaoy 
created,  which  lias  carried  dismay,  desolatioo, 
and  death  throughout  one  of  thelarj^ett  portions  of 
the  habitable  world.  A  company  which  is,  in 
itself,  a  sovereignty — which  has  subverted  emr 
piresand  set  up  new  dynasties — and  has  notoolf 
made  war.  but  war  against  its  legitimate  sover- 
eign 1  Under  the  influence  of  this  power,  we 
have  seen  arise  a  South  Sea  Company,  and  t 
Mississippi  Company,  that  distracted  and  con- 
vulsed ail  Europe,  and  menaced  a  total  overthrow 
of  all  credit  and  confidence,  and  universal  bank- 
ruptcy. Is  it  to  be  imagined  that  a  power  so 
vast  would  have  been  left  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
Constitution  to  doubtful  inference  ?  It  has  been 
alleged  that  there  are  man^  instances,  in  the 
Constitution,  where  powers,  in  their  nature  inci- 
dental, and  which  would  have  necessarily  vested 
along  with  the  principal  power,  are  nevertheless 
expressly  enumerated ;  and  the  power  '^to  nuke 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces,"  which,  it  is  said,  is  inci- 
dental to  the  power  to  raise  armies  and  profide 
a  navy,  is^  given  as  an  example.  What  docs 
this  prove?  How  extremelv  cautions  the  Con- 
vention were  to  leave  as  little  as  possible  to  im- 
plication. In  all  cases  wbert  incidental  poweit 
are  acted  upon,  the  principal  and  ineideotai 
ought  to  be  congenial  with  each^other,  and  parr 
take  of  a  common  nature.  The  incidental  power 
ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate  >and  lin^i'^^ 
the  end  proposed  to  be  atuined  by  the  specified 
power.  In  other  words,  under  the  name  of  ae- 
compltshing  one  object  which  is  specified,  the 
power  implied  ought  not  to  be  made  to  einbraee 
other  objects,  which  are  not  specified  in  tbe 
Constitution.  If  then  you  could  establish  a  bank 
to  collect  and  distribute  the  revenue,  it  ought  to 
be  expressly  restricted  to  the  purpose  of  suck 
collection  and  distribution.  It  is  mockery,  worie 
than  usurpation,  to  establish  it  for  a  lawful  ob- 
ject, and  then  extend  it  to  other  objects  wbwn 
are  not  lawful.  In  dedlicing  the  power  to  create 
corporations,  such  as  I  have  described  it,  ttoB 
the  power  to  collect  taxes,  the  relation  and  coij 
dition  of  principal  and  incident  are  prostrated 
and  destroyed.  The  accessory  is  exalted  abojre 
the  priocipBtl.  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  tpe 
great  luminary  of  day  is  an  accessory,  a  **"•*'? 
to  the  humblest  star  that  twinkles  forth  itsfeeWe 
light  in  the  firmament  of  heaven ! 

Supi)ose  the  Constitution  had  been  silent  as  to 
an  individual  department  of  this  Governoieoi, 
could  you,  under  the  power  to  lay  and  co"^: 
taxes,  esublish  a  judiciary  ?  I  presume  not;  do* 
if  you  could  derive  the  power  by  mere  J"*P*'?!^ 
tion,  could  you  vest  it  with  any  other  aothontf 
than  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  reveno*/ 
A  bank  is  made  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  >i^ 
ing  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  ^"Jj*.- 
is  engaged  in  this,  the  most  inferior  and  ^yjj^ 
nate  of  all  its  functions,  it  is  made  to  <>!|'^ 
itself  throughout  society,  and  to  influence  all  *» 
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great  operathons  of  credit,  circulation,  and  com- 
merce. Like  the  Virginia  justice,  you  tell  the 
man^  whose  turkey  bad  been  stolen,  that  your 
book  of  precedents  furnishes  no  form  for  his  case, 
but  then  you  will  cfraot  him  a  precept  to  search 
for  a  cow,  and  when  looking  for  that  he  may 
possibly  find  bis  turkey !  You  say  to  this  corpo- 
ration, we  cannot  authorize  you  to  discount — to 
emit  paper — to  regulate  commerce,  dbc.  No! 
Our  booK  has  no  precedents  of  that  kind.  But 
then  we  can  authorize  yoti  to  collect  the  reve- 
nue, and,  while  occupied  with  that,  you  may  do 
whatever  else  you  please ! 

What  is  a  corporation  such  jis  the  bill  contem- 
plates t  It  is  a  splendid  association  of  favored 
individuals,  taken  from  the  mass  of  society,  and 
invested  with  exemptions  and  surrounded  by  im- 
munities and  privileges.  The  honorable  gentle- 
roan  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Llotd^  has  said 
that  the  original  law,  establishing  the  bank,  was 
justly  liable  to  the  objection  of  vesting  in  that 
loatitotion  an  exclusive  privilege,  the  faith  of  the 
Government  being  pledged  that  no  other  bank 
•honld  be  authorized  during  its  existence.  This 
objection  he  supposes  is  obviated  bv  the  bill 
nnder  consideration;  but  all  corporations  enjoy 
exclusive  privileges — that  is,  the  corporators  have 
privileges  which  no  others  possess ;  and  if  you 
create  fifty  corporations  instead  of  one,  you  have 
only  fifty  privileged  bodies  instead  of  one. 

I  contend  that  the  States  hare  the  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  ca- 
pacities and  incapacities  to  contract,  and  to  pro- 
vide as  to  the  extent  of  responsibility  of  debtors  to 
their  creditors.    If  Congress  have  the  power  to 
erect  an  artificial  body  and  say  it  shall  be  endowed 
with  the  attributes  of  an  individual — if  you  can 
bestow  on  this  object  of  your  own  creation  the 
ability  to  contract,  may  you  not,  in  contravention 
of  State  rights,  confer  upon  slaves,  infants,  and 
femes  covert,  the  ability  to  contracf?   And  if  you 
have  the  power  to  say  that  an  association  of  indi- 
viduals shall  be  responsible  for  their  debts  only  in 
a  certain  limited  degree,  what  is  to  prevent  an 
extension  of  a  similar  exemption  to  individuals? 
Where  is  the  limitation  upon  this  power  to  set 
up  corporations?  You  establish  one,  in  the  heart 
of  a  State,  the  basis  of  whose "" capital  is  money. 
Ton  may  erect  others  whose  capital  shall  consist 
of  land,  slaves,  and  personal  estate,  and  thus  the 
whole  property  within  the  juris  liction  of  a  State 
might   be  absorbed    by  these  political   bodies. 
The  existing  bank  contends  that  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  a  State  to  tax  it,  and  if  this  pretension 
be  well  founded,  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
by  chartering  companies,  to  dry  up  the  whole  of 
the  sources  of  State  revenue.    Georgia  has  un- 
dertaken, it  is  true,  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  branch 
within  her  jurisdiction,  but  this  law,  now  under 
1  course  of  litigation,  is  considered  as  invalid. 
The  United  States  own  a  great  deal  of  land  in 
the  State  of  Ohio ;  can  this  Government,  for  the 
purpose  of  creatinff  an  ability  to  purchase  it, 
charter  a  company  ?    Aliens  are  forbidden,  I  be- 
lieve, in  that  State,  to  hold  real  estate— could 
jou,  in  order  to  multiply  purchasers,  confer  upon 


them  the  capacity  to  hold  land,  in  derogation  of 
the  local  law?  I  imagine  this  will  hardly  be  in- 
sisted upon ;  and  yet  there  exists  a  more  obvious 
conoexion  between  the  undoubted  power^  which 
is  possessed  by  this  Government,  to  sell  its  land, 
and  the  means  of  executing  that  power,  by  in- 
creasing the  demand  in  the  market,  than  there  is 
between  this  bank  and  the  collection  of  a  tax. 
This  Government  has  the  power  to  levy  taxes — 
to  raise  armies^-provide  a  navy — make  war — reg- 
ulate commerce — coin  money,  &c.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  to  show  as  intimate  a  connexion  be- 
tween a  corporation,  established  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  and  some  one  or  other  of  those  great 

g)wers,  as  there  is  between  the  revenue  and  the 
ank  of  the  pnited  States. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  actual  participation  of 
this  bank  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1800,  requiring  the 
collectors  of  those  ports  of  entry,  at  which  the 
principal  bank  or  any  of  its  offices  are  situated, 
to  deposite  with  them  the  custom-house  bonds,  it. 
had  not  the  smallest  agency  in  the  collection  of 
the  duties.  During  almost  one  moiety  of  the 
period  to  which  the  existence  of  this  institution 
was  limited,  it  was  noways  instrumental  in  the 
collection  of  that  revenue,  to  which  it  is  now  be- 
come indispensable!  The  collection,  previous  to 
1800,  was  made  entirelv  by  the  collectors;  and 
even  at  present,  where  there  is  one  port  of  entry, 
at  which  this  bank  is  employed,  there  aref  eight 
or  ten  at  which  the  collection  is  made  as  it  was 
before  1800.  And.  sir,  what  does  this  bank  or 
its  branches  when  resort  is  had  to  it  ?  It  does  not 
adjust  with  the  merchant  the  amount  of  the  doty, 
nor  take  his  bond ;  nor,  if  the  bond  is  not  paid, 
coerce  the  payment  by  distress  or  otherwise.  In 
fact  it  has  no  active  agency  whatever  iq  the  col- 
lection. Its  operation  is  merely  passive;  that  is, 
if  the  obligor,  after  hi^  bond  is  placed  in  the  bank, 
discharges  it,  all  is  very  well.  Such  is  the 
mighty  aid  afibrded  by  this'  tax-gatherer,  with- 
out wbich  the  Government  cannot  get  along  I 
Again,  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  very  limited 
assistance  which  this  institution  does  in  truth 
r^der,  extends  to  any  other  than  a  single  species 
of  tax,  that  is  duties.  In  the  collection  of  the 
excise,  the  direct  and  other  internal  taxes,  no  aid 
was  derived  from  any  bank.  It  is  true,  in  the 
collection  of  those  taxes,  the  farmer  did  not  ob- 
tain the  same  indulgence  wbich  the  merchant 
receives  in  paying  duties.  But  what  obliges 
Congress  to  give  credit  at  all?  Could  it  not  de- 
mand prompt  payment  of  the  duties?  And  in 
fact  does  it  not  so  demand  in  many  instances? 
Whether  credit  is  given  or  not,  is  a  matter  merely 
of  discretion.  If  it  be  a  facility  to  mercantile 
operations  (as  I  presume  it  is)  it  ought  to  be 
granted.  But  I  deny  the  right  to  ingraft  upon  it 
a  bank,  whic^  you  would  not  otherwise  have  the 
power  to  erect.  You  cannot  create  the  necessi- 
ty of  a  bank,  and  then  plead  that  necessity  for 
its  establishment.  In  the  administration  of  the 
finances,  the  bank  acts  simply  as  a  payer  and  re- 
ceiver. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
money  in  New  York  and  wants  it  in  Charleston; 
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the  bink  will  furnish  hica  with  a  check,  or  bill, 
to  make  the  remittance,  which  any  merchant 
would  do  just  as  well. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  by  fact,  actual  ex- 
perience, not  theoretic  reasoning,  but  by  the  rec- 
ords themselves  of  the  Treasury,  that  tne  opera- 
tions of  that  department  may  be  as  well  con**- 
ducted  without  as  with  this  bank.  The  delusion 
has  consisted  in  the  use  of  certain  high-sounding 
phrases,  dexterously  used  on  the  occasion.  ^  The 
collection  of  the  revenue" — ^^The  administration 
of  the  finance"— 1^' The  conducting  the  fiscal 
afiairs  of  the  Government,"  the  usual  language 
of  the  advocates  of  the  bank^  extort  express  as- 
sent, or  awe  into  acquiescence,  without  inquiry 
or  examination  into  its  necessity.  About  the 
commencement  of  this  year  there  appears,  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the 
7th  of  January,  to  have  been  a  little  upwards  of 
two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  and  more  than 
one-third  of  this  whole  sum  was  in  the  vaults 
of  local  banks.  In  several  instances,  where  an  op- 
portunity existed  of  selecting  the  bank,  a  prefer- 
ence has  been  given  to  the  State  bank,  or  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  deposites  has  been  made 
with  it.  In  New  York,  tor  example^  there  was 
deposited  with  the  Manhattan  Bank  $188,670, 
although  a  branch  bank  is  in  that  city.  In  this 
District,  $115,080  were  deposited  with  the  Bank 
of  Columbia^  although  here  also  is  a  branch  bank, 
and  yet  the  State  banks  are  utterly  unsafe  to  be 
trusted !  If  the  money,  after  the  bonds  are  col- 
lected, is  thus  placed  with  these  banks,  I  presume 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  placing  the  bonds 
themselves  there,  if  they  must  be  deposited  with 
aome  bank  for  collection,  which  I  deny. 

Affain,  one  of  the  most  important  and  compli- 
cated branches  of  the  Treasury  Department  is. 
the  management  of  our  landed  system.  The 
sales  have  some  years  amounted  to  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  are  generally  made  upon 
credit^  and  yet  no  bank  whatever  is  made  use  of 
to  facilitate  the  collection.  After  it  is  made,  the 
amount  in  some  instances  has  been  deposited  with 
banks,  and  according  to  the  Secretary's  report, 
which  I  have  before  adverted  to.  the  amount  so 
deposited  was  in  January  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  not  one  cent  of  which  was 
in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  of  its  branches,  but  in  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, its  branch  at  Pittsburg,  the  Marietta 
Bank,  and  the  Kentucky  Bank.  Upon  the  point 
of  responsibility,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  opin- 
ion of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  it  is 
meant  that  the  ability  to  pay  the  amount  of  any 
deposites  which  the  Gfovernment  may  make  under 
any  exigency,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  State 
banks ;  that  the  accountability  of  a  ramified  in- 
stitution, whose  affairs  are  managed  by  a  single 
head,  responsible  for  all  its  members,  is  more 
simple,  than  that  of  a  number  of  ioaependent 
and  unconnected  establishments,  I  shall  not  deny: 
but.  with  regard  to  safety^  I  am  strongly  inclined 
to  think  it  is  on  the  side  of  the  local  banks.  The 
corruption  or  misconduct  of  the  parent,  or  any 


of  its  branches,  may  bankrupt  or  desuoy  the 
whole  system,  and  the  loss  of  the  Governmeat 
in  that  event  will  be  of  the  deposites  made  witli 
each;  whereas  in  the  failure  of  one  State  baiik 
the  loss  will  be  confined  to  the  deposite  in  the 
vaults  of  that  bank.  It  is  said  to  have  beea  a 
part  of  Burr's  plan  to  seize  on  the  branch  bank 
at  New  Orleans.  At  that  period  large  sums,  ian' 
ported  from  La  Vera  Cruz,  are  alleged  to  hare 
been  deposited  with  it,  and^if  the  traitor  had  ac- 
complished his  desij^n,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  not  actually  bankrupt,  might  have  been 
constrained  to  stop  payment. 

It  is  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Lloyo,")  that  as  this  natioa  progres^ai 
in  commerce,  wealth,  and  population,  new  ener- 
gies will  be  unfolded,  new  wants  and  exigencies 
will  arise,  and  hence  he  infers  that  powers  mast 
be  implied  from  the  Constitution.  But,  sir,  the 
question  b,  shall  we  stretch  the  instrument  to 
embrace  cases  not  fairly  within  its  scope,  or  shall 
we  resort  to  that  remedy,  by  amendment,  which 
the  Constitution  prescribes? 

Gentlemen  contend  that  the  coi^struction  which 
they  give  to  the  Constitution  has  been  acquiesced 
•in  by  all  parties,  and  under  all  Administrations} 
and  they  rely  particularly  onan  act  which  passed 
in  1804,  for  extending  a  branch  to  New  Orleans 
and  another  act,  of  1807.  for  punishing  those  who 
should  forge  or  utter  forged  paper  of  the  baot 
With  regard  to  the  first  law,  passed  no  doubt 
upon  the  recommendation  of  tlie  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  would  remark,  that  it  ^as  the  ezten* 
sion  of  a  branch  to  a  Territory,  over  which 
Congress  possesses  ppwer  of  legislation  almost 
uncontrolled,  and  where,  without  any  Conslito- 
tional  impediment,  charters  of  incorporation  maj 
be  granted.  As  to  the  other  act,  it  was  passed 
no  less  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  than  the 
bank — to  protect  the  ignorant  and  unwary  from 
counterfeit  paper,  purporting  to  have  been  emitted 
by  the  bankk  When  gentlemen  are  claiming  the 
advantage  supposed  to  be  deductble  from  acqui- 
escence, let  me  inquire  what  they  would  hare 
had  those  to  have  done  who  believed  the  esuib- 
lishment  of  the  bank  an  encroachment  upon  Slate 
rights?  Were  they  to  have  resisted,  and  howl 
By  force  ?  Upon  the  change  of  parties,  in  1800, 
it  must  be  well  recollected  that  the  greatest  ca- 
lamities were  predicted  as  consequences  of  that 
event.  Intei^tions  were  ascribed  to  the  new  occu- 
pants of  power  of  violating  the  public  faith  and 
prostrating  national  credit.  Under  such  circooi* 
stances,  that  they  should  act  with  great  circom- 
speclion  was  quite  natural.  They  saw  in  full 
operation  a  bank,  chartered  by  a  Congress  who 
had  as  much  right  to  judge  of  their  Constitutional 
powers  as  their  successors.  Had  they  revoked 
the  law  which  gave  it  existence,  the  institution 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  contii^ued  to  trans- 
act business  notwithstanding.  The  Judiciary 
would  have  been  appealed  to;  and,  from  the 
known  opinions  and  predilections  of  the  judges 
then  composing  it,  they  would  have  pronounced 
the  act  of  incorporation,  as  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract,  beyond  the  repealing  power  of  any  sue- 
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eeedm^  Legislature.  And,  sir,  what  a  scene  of 
eoDfosioD  would  such  a  state  of  things  have  pre- 
sented— an  act  of  Congress,  which  was  law  in 
the  statute  book,  and  a  nuUitj  on  the  judicial 
records !  Was  it  not  wisest  to  wait  the  natural 
dissolution  of  the  corporation,  rather  than  accel- 
erate that  event  by  a  repealin^^  law  invoking  so 
many  delicate  considerations? 

When  gentlemen  attempt  to  carry  this  measure 
upon,  the  groond  of  acquiescence  or  precedent,  do 
they  forget  that  we  are  not  in  Westminster  Hall  ? 
In  courts  of  justice,  the  utility  of  uniformity  of 
decision  exacts  of  the  judge  a  conformity  to  the 
adjudication  of  his  predecessor.  In  the  interpre- 
tation and  administration  of  the  law,  this  practice 
is  wise  and  proper;  and  without  it,  everything 
depending  upon  the  caprice  6f  the  judge,  we 
should  have  no  security  for  our  dearest  rights. 
It  is  far  otherwise  when  applied  to  the  source  of 
legislation.  Here  no  rule  exists  but  the  Consti- 
tution ;  and  to  legblate  upon  the  ground  merely 
that  our  predecessors  thought  themselves  author- 
ized, under  similar  circumstances,  to  legislate,  is 
to  sanctify  error  and  perpetuate  usurpation.  But 
if  we  are  to  be  subjected  to  the  trammels  of  pre- 
eedenis,  I  claim,  on  the  other  hand,  the  benefit  of 
the  restrictions  under  which  the  intelligent  judge 
eaatiously  receives  them.  It  is  an  established 
rule,  that  to  j;ive  to  a  previous  adjudication  any 
efiect,  the  mmd  of  the  judge  who  pronounced  it 
mast  have  been  awakened  to  the  subject,  and  it 
most  have  been  a  deliberate  opinion  formed  after 
full  argument.  In  technical  language.  It  must 
not  have  been  9ub  sUentio,  Now,  the  acts  of 
1804  and  1807,  relied  upon  as  pledges  for  the  re- 
chartering  this  eoropany,passed  not  only  without 
•ny  discussions,  whatever,  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Conj^ress  to  establish  a  bank,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  sajr,  without  a  sioffle  member  having  had 
his  attention  drawn  to  this  question.  J  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  ii^  the  Senate  when  the  latter  law 
passed ;  probably  voted  for  it ;  and  I  declare,  with 
the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  never  once  thought' 
of  that  point;  and  I  appeal  confidently  to  every 
honorable  member  who  was  then  present  to  say 
if  that  was  not  his  situation. 

This  doctrine  of  precedents,  applied  to  the  Le- 

gislacure,  appears  to  me  to  be  Iraught  with  the 

most  mischievous  consequences.    The  great  ad- 

Ttintage  of  our  system  of  government  over  all 

otheiv  isj  that  We  have  a  written  Constitution 

defining  Its  limits  aod  prescribing  its  authorities; 

and  that,  however  for  a  time  faction  may  con- 

Tulse  the  nation,  and  passion  and  party  prejudice 

sway  iu  functionaries,  the  season  of  reflection 

will  recuc,  when  calmly  retracing  their  deeds, 

and  all  aberrations  from  fundamental  principle 

will  be  corrected.    But  once  substitute  practice 

for  principle,  the  expositions  of  the  Constitution 

for  the  text  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  vain  shall 

"We  look  for  the  instrument  in  the  instrument 

itself.    It  will  be  as  diffused  and  intangible  as 

^pretended  Constitution  of  England;  and  it 

must  be  sought  for  in  the  statute  book,  in  the 

fogitive  journals  of  Congress,  and  in  reports  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    What  would  be 


our  condition  if  we  were  to  take  the  interpreta- 
tiobs  given  to  that  sacred  book,  which  is  or  ought 
to  be  the  criterion  of  our  faith,  for  the  book  itself? 
We  should  find  the  Holy  Bible  buried  beneath 
the  interpretations,  glosses,  and  comments  of 
councils,  synods,  aud  learned  divines,  which  have 
produced  swarms  of  intolerant  and  furious  sects, 
partaking  less  of  the  mildness  and  meekness  of 
their  origin  than  of  a  vindictive  spirit  of  hostility 
towards  each  other.  They  ou^ht  to  afford  us  a 
solemn  warning  to  make  that  Constitution,  which 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  our  invariable  guide. 

I  conceive,  then,  sir.  that  we  are  not  empow- 
ered by  the  Constitution,  nor  bound  by  any  prac- 
tice under  it,  to  renew  the  charter  of  this  bank, 
and  I  might  here  rest  the  ar£^ument.  But,  as 
there  are  strong  obiections  to  the  renewal  upon 
the  score  of  expediency,  and  as  the  distresses 
which  will  attend  the  dissolution  of  the  bank 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  I  will  ask  your 
indulgence  for  a'  few  moments  longer.  That 
some  temporary  inconvenience  will  arise,  I  shall 
not  deny ;  but  most  ffroundlesslv  have  the  recent 
failures  in  New  York  been  attributed  to  the  dis- 
continuance of  this  bank.  As  well  might  vou 
ascribe  to  that  cause  the  failures  of  Amsterdam 
and  Hamburg,  of  London  and  LiverpooL  The 
embarrasments  of  commerce,  the  sequestration  in 
France,  the  Danish  captures — in  fine,  the  belli- 
gerent edicts  are  the  obvious  sources  of  these 
failures.  Their  immediate  cause  is  the  return  ot 
bills  upon  London,  drawn  upon  the  faith  of  un- 
productive or  unprofitable  shipments.  Yes,' sir, 
the  protests  of  the  notaries  of  London,  not  those 
of  New  York,  have  occasioned  these  bankrupt- 
cies. 

The  power  of  a  natioi\  is  said  to  consist  in  the 
sword  and  the.  purse.  Perhaps,  at  last,  all  power 
is  resolvable  into  that  of  the  purse,  for  with  it 
yon  may  command  almost  everything  else.  The 
specie  circulation  of  the  United  States  is  esti- 
mated by  some  calculators  at  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  if  it  be  no  more,  one  moietjr  is  in  the 
vaults  of  thi^s  bank.  May  not  the  time  arrive 
when  the  concentration  of  such  a  vast  portion  of 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  in  the 
hands  of  any  corporation  will  be  dangerous  to  our 
liberties'?  By  whom  is  thb  immense  power 
wielded  ?    By  a  body  who,  in  derogation  of  the 

freat  principle  of  all  our  institutions,  responsi- 
ility  to  the  people,  is  amenable  only  to  a  few 
stocxbolders,  and  they  chiefly  foreigners.  Sup- 
pose an  attempt  to  subvert  this  Government, 
would  not  the  traitor  first  aim,  by  force  or  cor- 
ruption, to  acquire  the  treasure  of  this  compan]^  ? 
Look  at  it  in  another  aspect.  Seven-tenths  of  its 
capital  are  in  the  blends  of  foreigners,  and  these 
foreigners  chiefly  Bufi^iish  subjects,  we  are  pos- 
sibly upon  the  eve  oi  a  rupture  with  that  nation. 
Should  such  an  event  occur,  do  you  apprehend 
that  the  English  Premier  would  experience  any 
difficulty  in  obtainins  the  entire  control  of  this 
institution  ?  Republics,  above  all  other  nations, 
ouffht  most  studiously  to  guard  against  foreign 
influence.  All  history  proves  that  the  internal 
dissensions  excited  by  foreign  intrigue  have  pro- 
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duced  the  downfall  of  almost  every  free  Govern- 
ment that  has  hitherto  existed ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men contend  that  we  are  benefited  by  the  posses- 
sion of  this  foreign  capital.  If  we  could  have  its 
use,  without  its  attending  abuse,  I  should  be 
gratified  also.  But  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  one 
without  the  other.  Wealth  is  power,  and  under 
whatsoever  form  it  exists  its  proprietor,  whether 
be  lives  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
will  have  a  proportionate  influence.  It  is  argued, 
that  our  possession  of  this  English  capital  gives 
US  a  certain  influence  ^  over  the  British  Qovern- 
ment.  If  this  reasoning  be  sound,  we  had  better 
revoke  the  interdiction  as  to  aliens  holding  land, 
and  invite  foreigners  to  engross  the  whole  pro- 
perty, real  and  personal,  of  the  country.  We  nad 
oetter  at  once  exchange  the  condition  of  inde- 
pendent proprietors  for  that  of  stewards.  We 
should  then  be  able  to  govern  foreign  nations, 
according  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side.  But  let  us  put  aside  this  theory,  and 
appeal  to  the  decisions  of  experience.  Go  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  see  what  has  been 
aehievied  for  us  there  by  Englishmen  holding 
•even-tenths  of  the  capital  of  this  bank.  Has  it 
released  from  galling  and  ignominious  bondage 
one  solitary  American  seaman,  bleeding  under 
British  oppression?  Did  it  prevept  the  unmanly 
attack  upon  the  Chesapeake?    Did  it  arrest  the 

Sromulfi^tion,  or  has  it  abrogated  the  Orders^  in 
louncil— those  orders  which  have  given  birth 
to  a  new  era  ia  commerce  ?  In  spite  of  all  its 
boasted  effects,  are  not  the  two  nations  brought  to 
the  very  brink  of  war?  Are  we  quite  sure  that, 
on  this  side  of  the  water,  it  has  had  no  effect 
favorable  to  British  interests.  It  has  often  been 
stated,  and,  although  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
susceptible  of  strict  prtfof,  I  believe  It  to  be  a  fat;t, 
that  tnis  bank  exercised  its  influence  in  support 
of  Jay's  treaty ;  and  may  it  not  have  contributed 
to  blunt  the  public  sentiment,  or  paralyze  the 
efforts  of  this  nation  against  British  aggression? 
The  Duke  of  Northumberland  is  said  to  be  the 
most  considerable  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  A  late  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ens- 
land,  besides  other  noblemen,  was  a  large  stock- 
holder. Suppose  the  Prince  of  Essling,  the  Duke 
ofCadore,  and  other  French  difi^nitaries  owned 
seven-eighths  of  the  capital  of  this  bank,  should 
we  witness  the  same  exertions  (I  allude  not  to 
any  made  in  the  Senate)  to  recharter  it?  So  far 
from  it,  would  not  the  danger  of  French  influ- 
ence be  resounded  throughout  the  nation  ? 

I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  assent  to  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pope. — Mr.  President,  in  rising  on  this 
occasion,  I  never  more  entirely  obeyed  both  my 
feelings  and  my  judgment.  The  principle  in- 
volved in  the  decision  about  to  be  given,  is  iamy 
view  of  more  magnitude  than  any  which  has 
been  presented  for  our  consideration  since  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here.  It  is  no  less  than  whe- 
ther we  shall  surrender  to  the  State  governments 
the  power  of  collecting  our  revenue  and  rely 
upon  the  old  system  of  requisitions.  We  are 
called  upon  to  return  to  that  state  of  imbecility 


and  chaos  from  which uhis  political  fabric  was 
reared  by  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  first 
statesmen  of  which  any  age  or  nation  can  boast. 
For  twenty  years  we  have  collected  our  revenue, 
borrowed  money,  paid  our  debts,  and  managed 
our  fiscal  concerns  through  the  agency  of  t,  na- 
tional bank.  That  it  has  answered  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  its  authors;  that  it  has 
been  well  managed,  is  admitted  by  the  most  de- 
cided opponents  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 
Although  in  public  debate,  in  newspapers,  court- 
yards, muster-fields,  dbc.,  we  have  heard  much  of 
dan|;erous  powers,  violations  of  the  Constitution, 
British  influence,  and  poisonous  vipers,  dec,  &c, 
which  were  to  stinff  to  death  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  yet  we  find  ourselves  as  free  almost  ai 
the  air  we  breathe,  and  hardly  subservient  to  the 
mildest  code  of  laws  by  which  any  nation  wis 
ever  governed.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  where  these 
animals  called  banks  have  grown  to  the  most 
enormous  size,  we  find  as  sound  morals^  and  ai 
much  real  practical  republicanism,  as  in  those 
parts  of  the  Union,  where  the  rattling  of  this 
viper's  tail  has  never  been  heard,  and  in  point  of 
solid  wealth  and  internal  improvements,  maikthe 
contrast.  We  are  required  to  disregard  the  let- 
sons  of  that  best  teacher,  experience,  and  totrf 
some  new  scheme.  However  captivating  oev 
theories  and  abstract  propositions  were  a  few 
years  since,  I  believe  the  thinking  men  of  all  pa^ 
ties  in  the  nation  are  perfectly  convinced  that 
one  ounce  of  experience  and  common  matter  of 
fact  sense  is  worth  more  for  the  purposes  of  l^^ 
lation  than  a  ship-load  of  theory  and  speculatioo. 
We  are  told  that  we  must  force  into  the  vaultt 
of  the  bank  a  larse  portion  of  the  circulatiog 
medium,  and  thereby  depress  the  price  of  every- 
thing in  the  market;  we  must  give  a  shock  to 
credit  of  every  kind,  check,  and  embarrass  efery 
branch  of  agricultural,  commercial,  and  mano- 
facturing  industry;  give  up  the  young  mechan- 
ics, manufacturers,  and  merchants  with  small 
capitals  a  prey  to  the  cupidity  of  moneyed  men, 
who  will  be  tempted  to  withdraw  their  funds 
from  trade  to  speculate  on  the  wrecks  of  the  un- 
fortunate. This  is  not  mere  matter  of  calcula- 
tion. I  onlv  state  fticts  proved  to  us  by  the  most 
unquestionable  evidence.  We  are  not  only,  siff 
to  ruin  many  innocent  and  unoffending  individ- 
uals, but  to  derange  the  national  finances;  and 
for  what  is  all  this  to  be  done?  To  promote  (he 
Dublic  good  or  advance  the  national  prosperity? 
No,  sir,  it  is  not  pretended.  We  are  gravely  told 
that  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  nftjst 
sacrifice  the  people  to  save  the  Constitution  of 
the  people;  whoKe  happiness  and  welfare  it  ww 
intended  to  secure.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  indeed 
a  strange  Government  under  which  we  live.  1 
advance  the  opinion  with  confidence,  that  do 
principle  which,  in  its  practical  effects,  outrages 
the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  mankind,  can 
be  a  sound  one,  and  we  ought  to  examine  it  weU) 
and  hesitate  much  before  we  give  our  assent. 
To  brinj;  distress  on  the  country,  not  to  prevent 
a  tiolation  of  any  positive  provision  of  the  Con- 
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sutntion;  but  to  correct  what  w€  suppose  to 
haYe  been  an  erroneous  construction  of  it  by  our 
predecessors,  of  which  neither  the  States  nor  the 
people  bare  ever  complained,  appears  to  me  more 
nice  than  wise. 

Disguise  this  question  as  you  will,  sir,  and  still 
it  will  clearly  appear  to  be  a  contest  between  a 
few  importing  States  and  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Resolutions  have  been  already  laid 
oil  our  table  by  gentletneo  from  the  two  large 
States;  from  which  instructions  have  been  re- 
ceived in  substance^  r^qoiriofi^  Congress  to  give 
up  to  the  State  banks  tKe  collection  of  the  na- 
tional revenue.  I  am,  Mr.  President,  on  the  side 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States*.  This  is  in- 
deed a  question  of  partjr,  but  of  a  very  different 
character  from  that  which  will  be  attempted  to 
be  palmed  on  the  people.  It  is  a  contest  between 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
lion  revived ;  for,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  power 
of  laying  and  collecting  imposts  and  duties  was 
atropgly  objected  to  by  some  of  the  large  States 
having  advantageous  seaport^  before  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted.  I  am  for  preserving  both 
the  States  and  the  Union.  I  consider  the  safety 
and  independence  of  the  several  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people  inseparably  connected  with 
and  dependant  on  the  effiqieney  of  the  National 
Government,  and  it  is  to  me  unaccountable  that 

Jrenttemen  in  favor  of  strong  measures  against 
oreiffn  nations  should  be  so  solicitous  to  strip 
the  General  Government  of  this  very  essential 
part  of  its  power.  We  were  told,  a  few  days 
since,  that  our  Army  was  so  insignifican^t  and 
contemptible,  that  it  would  require  a  constable, 
with  a  search  warrant,  to  find  it.  I  have  heard 
another  g;entleman  of  very  high  standing  suggest 
the  propriety  of  retroceding  the  ten  miles  square 
to  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.    Our 

Jpnboats  are  almost  rotten.    We  have  not  more 
rigates  and  other  armed  vessels  than  sufficient 
to  carry  our  Ministers  and  diploma  tic  ^despatches 
to  foreign  Courts,  and  if  we  yield  to  the  States 
the  collection  of  our  revenue,  what  will  remain 
of  the  Federal  Government  with  which  the  peo- 
ple can  identify  their  feelings  or  affections  ?    In 
what  will  this  Government  consist?    It  wUl  be 
a  mere  creature  of  the  imagination— a  political 
fictioD.    And,  analogous  to  the  fiction  in  the  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  we  shall  have  to  suppose  its 
existence,  and  then  bottqm-our  proceedings  upon 
that  supposition.    If  I  was  hostile  to  our  Federal 
Union,  or  wanted  to  prepare  the  pi^blic  mind  for 
a  surrender  of  this  happy  system  of  Ofovernipfeht, 
I  would  join  In  the  hue  and  cry  against  this  in^ 
stitQtioD  ;  I  would  support  every  measure  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  all  confidence  in  and  respect  for 
this  Government  both  at  home,  and  abroad;  I 
would  endeavor  to  produce  throughout  the  coun- 
try confusion  and  disorder,  and  a  state  of  glori- 
ous uncertainty;  then  persuade  the  people  to  seek 
security  and  tranquillity  under  some  other  form 
of  GovernraenU    The  transition  from  a  wild^  fac- 
tions democracy,  to  despotism,  is  often  easy  and 
generally  sudden.    The  extremes  are  verjr  nearly 
allied.   A  Republicaa  Gh>vernment|  guided  by 


the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  a  nation,  is  the  first 
of  human  blessings,  but  when  directed  by  the 
angry,  vindictive  passions  of  party,  the  worst  of 
which  the  imagination  can  conceive.  A  Repub- 
lic, to  be  durable,  must  inspire  confidence  and 
respect.  Such  instability,  such  variable  unset* 
tied  policv  as  now  appears  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  any^  man 
blessed  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  faith  in  the 
supcess  of  this  great  republican  experiment.  Mr. 
President,  I  hav^  ever  been  opposed  to  yielding 
to  the  commercial  interest  a^  undue  influence  in 
this  Grovernment,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  make  an 
unnecessary  and  wanton  attack  upon  them.  Com- 
ing from  an  agricultural  State,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  increase  the  jealousies  which  unfortunately 
exist,  and  thereby  weaken  the  ties  by  which  these 
States  are  held  together.  I  am  aensible,  too,  how 
much  the  prosperity  of  the  Statte  I  represent  de- 
pends on  a  prosperous  state  of  trade,  and  although 
the  shock  from  the  dissolution  of  this  bank  will 
be  first  felt  in  the  commercial  cities,  it  must  im- 
mediately react  to  the  extremes  of  the  empire. 
I  know  many  are  under  au  impression  that  Fed- 
eralists and  critish  agents  are  to  be  the  victims  ; 
but  verv  different  will  be  the  result.  I  refer  to 
the  evidence  detailed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Lloyd.)  But  is  it  pos- 
sible that  an  intolerant  spirit  of  party  has  pre- 
pared us  for  this  ?  Are  gentlemen  ready  to  in- 
jure their  country,  weaken  our  Federal  Union, 
the  sheet-anchor  oi  our  political  safety,  to  reach 
their  political  opponents)  I  will  not  believe  it. 
When  I  see  around  me  some  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  actuated  I  am  sure  by  nobler 
views ;  when  I  see  the  professors  of  a  religion 
which  teaches  us  to  love  our  neighbors  as  our- 
selves, I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  Christian 
charity,  and  all  the  noble,  generous  feelings  of 
the  human  heart  are  extinguished  by  this  demon, 
party  spirit.  If  there  be  a  man  in  the  nation 
who  can  witness  with  unfe^eling  apathy  the  dis- 
tresses of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  would  have  fig- 
ured in  Smithfield  in  the  bloodyreign  of  Q»ueen 
Mary  of  England,  in  binding  heretics  to  the 
stake :  or  in  the  sanguinary  time  of  Robespierre, 
in  adding  victims  to  the  guillotine;  but  he  is  un- 
worthy the  blessings  of  a  free  Government. 

Sir,  I  address  the.  Senate  under  circumstances 
discouraging  indeed.  I  have  been  told,  and  on 
this  floor,  that  debate  is  useless;  that  no  man^s 
opinion  is  to  be  changed ;  that  1  «hali  find  veri- 
fied in  the  decision  of  this  question  the  sentiment 
contained  in  two  lines  of  Hudibras — ^*He  that  is 
convinced  against  his  will,  is  of  the  same  opin- 
ion still."  I  cannot  admit  this.  I  know  there 
are  gentlemen  fully  sensible  of  the  evils  about  to 
befall  their  country,  without  any  obstinate  pride 
to  conquer,  who  would  rejoice  at  being  convinced 
it  is  in  their  power  to  avert  them.  Let  me  en- 
treat them  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  they  in- 
flict a  wound  on  their  country's  interest,  under 
the  influence  of  Constitutional  doubt ;  and  if  they 
err,  I  would  ask  them,  would  it  not  be  more  safe 
and  patriotic  to  err  in  favor  of  the  people?  Per- 
mit me  now^  sir,  to  redeem  this  subject  from  the 
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Constitutional  difficalties  with  which  it  has  been 
ene  umbered. 

To  form  a  correct  opinion,  we  mint  retrospect 
the  defects  of  the  old  Government,  and  ascertain 
the  remedy  which  was  anticipated  in  the  present 
Constitution.  1  believe  it  will  be  conceded  that 
the  great  cause  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  former 
was  not  because  their  principal  field  of  legisla- 
tion was  too  limited,  but  was  owing  to  its  depen- 
dence on  the  States  for  the  means  to  carry  their 
powers  into  ejQTect.  For  the  truth  of  this  posi- 
tion, I  appeal  to  the  history  of  that  day — to  th^ 
candor  of  gentlemen  who  hear  me.  The  present 
Constitution  was  framed  for  national  purposes, 
with  ample  authority  to  pass  all  laws 'necessary 
and  profyer  for  the  attainment  of  its  objects,  inde- 
pendent of  State  authority,  except  so  far  as  ex- 
pressly made  dependent  by  the  Constitution.  The 
erroneous  impressions  with  regard  to  this  bank 
have  arisen  irom  ignorance  of  facts,  relative  to 
the  practical  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government, 
and  from  confounding  an  original,  independent 
power,  to  establish  banks  and  corporations,  with 
a  necessary  auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the 
powers  eiven.  By  the  Constitution  it  i^  expressly 
declared,  that  Congress  shall  have  poWer  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  antl  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powers  previously  enumerated,  and  all  other 
powers  vcbted  ip  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  department  or  officer  thereof.  Our 
power  to  create  a  bank  is  not  derived  by  impli- 
cation. No,  sir.  If  this  express  delegation  of 
power  had  not  'been  inserted,  we  must  have  im- 
plied the  authority  to  provide  the  means  neces- 
sary and  proper,  &e. 

But  the  Convention,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  defects  of  the  old  Confederation,  and  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  an  efficient  na- 
tional Government,  determined  to  exclude  all 
doubt  by  granting  to  the  new  Government,  in 
egress  and  unequivocal  language,  ample  au* 
thority  to  use  all  means  necessary  atid  proper  for 
the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted. If  a  man  was  requested  to  look  at  the 
Constitution  and  decide  whether  power  is  given 
to  Congress  to  create  a  bank,  or  corporations  gen- 
eral! v.  he  would  answer  in  the  negative.  This 
would  very  naturally  be  the  answer  of  most  me£i 
upon  the  first  blush  of  the  Constitution.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  Congress  have  power  to  cre- 
ate corporations  as  an  independent  proposition. 
The  authority  to  establish  a  Imnk  or  corporations 
is  only  contended  for  so  far  as  it  can  oe  fairly 
considered  as  a  necessary  and  proper  auxiliary  to 
the  execution  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Con* 
stitutien.  The  question  of  constitutionality  de- 
pends upon  facts,  dehors  the  instrument,  of  which 
we  must  be  informed  before  we  decide,  and  which 
could  not  be  ascertained  before  the  attempt  was 
made  to  give  motion  and  energy  to  this  political 
machinery.  If  the  fact  be  ascertained,  by  the 
best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  subject  affords, 
that  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate 
the  legitimate  powers  of  Government,  then  our 
power  is  express,  and  we  need  not  resort  to  im- 
jdication.    To  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 


Senate  and  the  world,  this  thaterial  fact,  will  be 
my  business  before  I  request  their  assent  to  the 
position  assumed,  that  Congress  have  an  express 
power  to  incorporate  a  bank.  To  do  this  it  is 
indispensable  that  we  should  understand  the  prac- 
tical financial  concerns  of  the  Government,  or 
have  the  information  of  those  who  do.  We  ap- 
propriate money  for  fortifications  on  the  report  of 
our  engineer,  Colonel  Williams,  and  for  the  Capi- 
tol, d^.,  upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Latrobe.  To 
know  how  much  timber  or  other  materials  are 
necessa^  for  a  ship  or  a  house,  you  must  under- 
stand the  subject  yoi^rself,  or  have  the  informa- 
tion of  those  who  do.  For  myself,  I  am  readf 
to  admit  that  I  rely  much  upon  the  information 
and  experience  of  others.  To  ignorant  men^  and 
those  who  do  not  profess  to  be  fully  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  management  of^the  nttiooal 
finances,  the  following  evidence  is  presented. 
The  first,  and  with  many,  perhaps  the  best,  not 
heretofore  particularly  noticed,  which  I  shall  offer, 
b  the  Congress  of  1781,  whicn  established  a  na- 
tional bank,  called  the  Bank  of  North  Ameri^ 
duriDg[  our  revolutionary  struggle,  the  utility  and 
necessity  of  which  was  ascertamed  by  the  expe- 
rience of  that  day. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  created  a 
bank  under  powers  much  more  limited  than  oors. 
That  act  was  not  passed  precipitately,  bnt  was 
the  result  of  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration. I  beg  leave  to  read  the  preafinble  of 
the  law  which  contains  the  opinions  of  that  Con- 
gress with  regard  to  the  utility  and  necessity  of 
a  National  Bank.  ^'Whereas  Congress,  on  the 
26th  day  of  May  last,  did.  from  a  conviction  of 
the  support  which  the  nuances  of  the  Uait^ 
States  would  receive  from  the  establbhment  of 
a  National  Bank,  approve  a  plan  for  such  an  insH* 
tutroo  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  Robert 
Morris,  Esq.,  and  now  lodged  among  the  arcbires 
of  Congress,  and  did  engage  to  promote  the  it«« 
by  the  most  effectual  means ;  and  whereas  tbe 
subscription  thereto  is  now  filled,  from  an  expec- 
tation of  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  Co^ 
gress,  the  directors  and  president  arc  appointed, 
and  application  has  been  made  to  Congress  by 
the  said  presiflent  and  directors  for  an  act  of  id* 
corporation :  and  whereas  the  estigencies  of  tb€ 
United  States  render  it  indispensably  necessaij 
that  such  an  act  be  immediately  passed— Be Jt 
therefore  ordained,^  dec.  This  act  patssed  on  tht 
31st  day  of  December,  1781.  And  here  l>erimt 
me  to  observe  that  this  National  Bank,  styled  tne 
Bank  of  North  America,  was  not  produced  vf 
British  influence  or  party  spirit.  Na  sir,  the  w- 
tie,  slandering,  intriguing  partyism  of  the  P*^! 
moment  was  unknown  to  the  patriots  of  «»* 
awfbl  period.  They  had  no  party  but  their  coon- 
try— liberty  and  independence  were  their  objects. 
Their  souls  were  fired  with  a  noble,  a  genetc^^ 
enthusiasm,  on  which  Heaven  looked  ^^^"^  5*iJ 
pleasure.  It  appears  from  the  journals  of  wt 
Congress  of  1781,  that  the  members  from  every 
State  were  unanimous  in  favor  of  a  Nationw 
Bank,  except  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  ann 
Virginia— the  two  members  from  Massachttse»» 
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Toted  against  it^  the  two  members  from  PeDDsyl- 
▼ania  were  divided— of  the  f6ur  from  Virginia, 
Mr.  Madison  ftlone  f bted  against  if.  Here  it  is 
evident  that,  in  the  very  infancy  of  our  Repnblio, 
before  indieed  it  conid  with  propriety  be  said  to 
be  born,  when  everv  bosom  slowed  with  enthu- 
siasm  for  liberty  and  a  pore  disinterested  patriot- 
ism, a  National  Bank  was  not  thought  that  dan- 
geroas,  dreadfai  monster,  which  the  very  wise 
and  ezdesive  patriots  of  1811  are  endeavoring  to 
represent  it  to  the  American  people.  And  the 
construction  given  to  the  grant  of  powers  in  the 
Articies  of  Confederation  by  the  Congress  ef 
1781,  is  strong  evidence  of  our  right  to  establish 
a  baok  under  a  grant  of  powers  much  more  am- 
ple^and  with  money  concerns  vastly  more  exten- 
sive and  complicated.* 

The  next  evidence  I  shall  adduce  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  is  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Gkneral  Hamilton,  appointed  by  President  Wash- 
ington, the  first  Secretar]|p  of  the  Treasury ; 
whose  province  and  dntj  it  was  to  superintend 
the  national  finances.  His  attention  Nvas  there- 
fore particularly  directed  %&  the  subject, aiMi,  in  a 
Terv  able  report  to  the  first  Congress,  assembled 
under  the  new  Constitution,  he  recommended  a 
IVattonal  Bank.  Although  opinions  have  been 
imputed  to  this  gentleman,  very  foreign  to  my 
feelings  and  notions  about  Govern ment,  f^t  he, 
has  ever  been  acknowledged,  by  the  candid  and 
liberal  of  all  parties,  one  of  the  first .  American 
statesmen.  For  reasons,  which  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  assign,  I  will  not  press  his  opinion  upon 
the  attention  of  tjde  Senate,  but  will  introduce 
other  and  perhaps  less  exceptionable  testimony. 
The  Congress  of  1791,  which  incorporated  the 
present  bank,  merits  the  highest  regard.  It  was 
composed  ot  the  most  enlightened  and  distin- 
guished men  id  America,  many  of  whom  had 
be<iQ  members  of  the  convention,  and  were  fully 
apprized  of  the  defects  of  the  old  and  the  objects 
of  the  new  Government.  A  large  majority  of 
both  branches  voted  in  favor  of  tbf  bank,  l^hey 
were  not  divided  on  the  question  by  party.  Many 
who  have  ebntinued  with  the  Eepoblican  party 
uader  every  Administration  voted  in  favor  oi 
this  bank.  Although  different  speculative  or  ab- 
stract political  opinions  were  then,  entertained, 
yet  the  spirit  and  passion  of  party  had  not  diffns- 
ed  itself  so  generally  through  the  nation  as  at  a 
subseqaent  period.  The  next. acKhori cyan  favor 
of  this  bank,  and  one  which  must  at  all  times  and 
on  all  occasions  command  the  highest  respect,  is 
no  less  than  our  immortal  Washington.  He  was 
President  of  the  United  States  in  1791,  when  this 
baak  law  (Mssed.  After  it  had  received  the  sane- 
tioo  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  with  that 
eireiunapection  and  prudence  which  regulated 
hiseonduct  through  life,  he  consulted  the  able 
nea  who  composed  his  Cabinet  Council  on  the 
'  Coostitntionkl question ;  they  differed  in  opinion; 
be  heard  their  arguments  for  and  against  the 
measure ;  and,  after  full  consideration,  approved 
the  law.  I  cannot  yet,  sir,  take  leave  of  this  very 
important  testimony  in  favor  of  the  bank.  The 
opinion  of  our  Washington  hap  the  strongest 
llthCosr.  SdSESs.— 8 


claim  to  our  cdnfidenee.  Let  us  pause  before  we 
disre£^rd  his  solemn  advice.  This  is  the  hero 
who  led  our  armies  to  victory  j  this  is  thcvWaah- 
ington^  who,  at  the  close  of  our  Revolutionvry 
war,  disbanded  a  disciplined  army  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Republic,  and  voluntarilv  exchanged  the 
splendid  robes  apd  ensigns  of  military  poWer  for 
the  plain^  humble  garb  of  a  private  citizeti.  This 
Washington,  who^continued  an  American,  a  He- 
publican  in  heart  and  in  sentiment,  until  sum- 
moned to  the  mansions  of  bftss ;  yes.  sir,  this  il- 
lustrious departed  heroj  this  practical  statesman, 
has  solemnly  deaiared  to  the  Americai^  people 
that  a  National  Dank  is  a  necessary  and  proper 
auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the  nattoaal  powers. 
The  last  authority  I  «hall  partiodarly  notice  in 
support  pf  this  institution,  is  the  opinioif  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  TreasuTy,  Mr.  Gallatfii. 
If  this  gentleman  cannot  boast  of  the  military 
laurels  which  have  adorned  the  brows  of  the  pa- 
triots I  have  mentioned ;  as  a  statesman  and 
faithful  public  servant^.he  stands  inferior  to  none. 
Mr.  Galiaiio,  from  his  first  appearance  on  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  has  been  considered  by  all 
parties  an  aUe  financier.  At  a  very  early  period 
the  finances  of  the  United  States  became  the  sub- 
ject of  his  particdlar  attention-  and  inquiry ;  the 
result  of  which  was  a  treatise,  published  in  1796. 
called  "Gallatin,  on  the  finances  of  the  Uniiea 
States,"  in  whicli  be  giyei  a  decided  jopinion'  in 
favorof  this  bank.  I  rely  much  on  his  optnioa 
at  that  period,  because  it  must  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  conviction,  and  not  of  an^  party  feelin|[or 
consideration,  as  he  was  then  in  the  minority, 
and  continued  in  it  until  the  Administration 
changed.  His  report  to  the  Senate  during  the 
last  session  of  Mr.  J^erson's  Administration, 
and  his  letter  to  the  committee,  show,  that  time 
and  experience,  so  far  from  changing,  have  con-  . 
firmed  him  in  the  opinion  he  first  formed  on  the 
Sttbj^t ;  to  which  I  might  add  every  Administra- 
tion and  almost  every  man  practically  acquaint- 
ed with  our  money  concerns.  Is  not  this  mass  of 
evidence  sufficient  to  substantiate  the  facta  upon 
the  existence  or  noo^existeUca  of  which  th^  con- 
stitutionality of  this  measure  depends  1  I  put  the 
question  to  the  candor  and  good  sense  of  gentle- 
men, whether  they  are  not  satisfied,  in  the  lan- 
{^oage  of  the  Constitution,  that  a  National  Baak 
IS  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate  the  legiti- 
mate powers  of  the  National  Qdvemeaent?  If 
they  answer  in  the  negative,  I  can  only  say,  be 
who  will  neither  recard  the  sutgeations  of  expe- 
rience, nor  believe,  the  report  of  the  greaf  pohti- 
Caldisoiples  who  have  gone  before  us,  would  not 
believe  though  one  were  to  *rise  from  the  dead. 
And  what  is  the  answer  to  all  this  out  of  doors? 
Why,  that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  the  in- 
formation or  opinioo  of  others,  however  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject ;  we  are  so  self-suffi- 
cient as  to  disregard  the  best  lights  which  can  be 
presented  to  o«.  The  cry  is  up  to  the  hah,  down 
with  the  bank,  huzxa  for  the  part^ !  So  lon^r^Mr. 
IPresident.as  I  shall  be  honored  with  a  seat  m  the 
Senate  of  the  Unibn,  1  am  determined  to  reipect 
mysution  and  my  owo  .^f«rf«i^i(i^<J^^ 


227 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


228 


Senat^. 


Bank  of  the  United  StcUe$. 


February,  1811. 


too  moch  to  be  driT^n  aloDg  by  any  sacb  idle, 
i^idipulous  clamor. 

To^ali  the  high  authority  I  hare  mentioned  in 
aupportof  a  National  Bank,  may  be  opposed  the 
names  of  some  great  men  of  Virginia,  who  hare 
lon^  since,  I  hope,  got  rid  of  iheir  errors  iind  pre- 
judices; among  others  will  probably  be  mention- 
ed the  name  otthe  present  President,  who  voted 
against  the  present  bank  in  1791;  and  against  the 
&nk  of  Nortk  Americd  in  1781 ;  no  maa  has  a 
higher  respeet  than  myself  for .  his  virtues  and 
wmom,  but  I  believe  it  is  not  pretended  that  he 
ever  was  a  practical  financier.  No.  State  can 
boaat  of  more  itenius,  eloquence,  and  talents  than 
Virginia ;  it  will,  however,. be  conceded,  that  no. 
^people  ire  more  deficient  in  practical  knowledge 
of  onance  and  the  nature  of  moneyed  institu- 
tions. Indeed  they  were,,  a  few  years  .since, 
frightened  at  the  very  nfune  of  a  bank— as  soon 
as  they  heard  of  dne,  they  began  to  write  books, 
make  speeches,  and  pass  resoliitioQs,  to  lay  this 
ghost  of  tyranny.  It  required  all,  the*  eloquence 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  that  State,  (Ntr. 
Brbnt.)  to  persuade  the  Legislature  that  the  little 
Bimk  of  Alexandria  would  not  sweep  away  their 
liberties.  The  talents  and  boldness  with  which 
he  on  that  occasion  assailed  the  prejudices  of 
Virginia,  instead  of  injuring  him,  inspired  the 
people  with  the  highest  confidence  in  his  integ- 
rity and  firmness ;  since,  however,  thev  have  be- 
come acquainted  with  this  bank  animal,  they  find 
it  perfectly  harmless,  and  no  people  in  the  Union 
aremore  disposed  to  foster  them. 

The'people^  in  framing  this  instrument,  have, 
avowed  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 
They  say  in  the  preamble,^  We,  the  people  of  the 
'  United  States,  in  orde^  to  form  a  more  pei/ect 

<  union,  establish  jnsti^se,  insure  domestic  tran- 
'  quillity.  provide  for  the  cQQuno'a  defence,  pro- 

.  <  ipote  the  general  welfare,  and  to  secure  t^e 
'  blessings  otliberty  to  ourselves  and  our  |)osteri- 
'  ty,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Consiitiition  for 
'  the  United  States  of  A^tierica."  After  declar- 
ing by  whoip  and  in  what  manner  the  legislative 
power  shall  be  exercised,  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors  and  ^ected,  the  terms,  d&c,  for  which 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  berespect*' 
iyely  chosen,  an4  making  various  Other  provis- 
ions relative  to  the  legimtive  departnient,  they 
proceed  to  enumerate  the  principal  cardinal  pow- 
ers granted  to  Congress; :  among  others,  that  the 
'^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 

^  taxe^  duties;, imposts,  and' excises,  to  pay  the 
^  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and. 
'  ffeneral  welfare  of  the  United  States ;  but  all 
'  duties,  imposts;  and  ekeises,  shall  be  uniform 
'  throughout  the  United  States ;  to  borrow  money 
'  onthe  credit  of  the  United  States ;  to  regulate 
'  commerce  with  foreien  nations,  and  with  the 
'  Indian  tribes;  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
'  naturalization,  &c, ;  to  coin  money ;  regulate 
^  the  value  thereof;  to  dedace  war,  dbc. ;  to  raise 

<  and  support  armies,  dec. ;  to  raise  and  maintain 
*anavy.^' 

At  the  close  of  this  catalogue^  of  what  I  shall 
call  cardinal  powers,  they  have  inserted  the  gen- 


eral provision  before  notlcecf.  *^To  make  all 
*  laws  necessary'and  proper  for  carrying  into  ef- 
'  feet  the  foregoing  powers  and  all^  other  powers 
'  vested  by  this  Constitutioo.  in  the  GoveramcDt 
'  of  the  United  States,  or  in  anyfdepartment  or 
'  officer  thereof."  This  provision  contains  a  gen- 
eral authority  as  to  the  means  necessary  to  carry 
into  efiect  the  national  powers. .  The  Convention 
could  not  foresee  or  define  what  laws  in  the  prog- 
ress 9f  the  Government  the  varying  circuoastaa- 
ces  of  the  nation  might  require,  ^and  therefore 
wisely  submitted  them  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress, to  bd  exercised  on  facts  and  circumstances, 
as  they  occurred.  It  bias  been  said  this  discretion 
may  be  used,  and  so  may  every  other  power  given 
to  Congress — the  security  of  the  )^eople  a^g^iast 
the  abuse  of  this  or  any  other  powtr  is  their  own 
'  virtpe  and  int^ligence,  and  the  responsibilitv  of 
their  public  servants.  The  question  on  every  law 
bottoited  on  this  clause  of  tne  Constitution  most 
be,  whether  it  is  necessary  and  proper,  or,  in  other 
words»  fairly  suited  to,  and  well  calculated  for, 
legitimate  national  objects ;  and  if  it  can  be  fair- 
ly considered  necessary  and  pr6per,^and  is  not  pro- 
hibited, then  it  is  certainly  within^he  pale  of^tbe 
Constitution. 

The  Constitution  may  with  propriety  be  com- 
pared to  a  ship  finished  as  to  all  ihe  substantial 
parts  before  she  is  put  to  sea.  The  people  have 
biiilt  the  national  vessel,  direoted'in  what  manner 
the  commanders  are  to  be  chosen,  and  made  it 
their  duty  to  provide  sails,  tigging,  seastores,  &c^ 
necessary  and  proper  to  enable  her  to  perform 
the.  voyaged  for  which  she  was ^  destined ;  and 
those  appointed  to  niivigate  her  are  not  only 
bound  to  provide  what  is  necessary  and  proper 
for  those  seas  where  temperate  ana  gentle  breezes 
are  to  be  met  with,  but  fit  her  to  encounter  the 
most  tempestuous  seasons. 

As  I  heard  much  said  about  absolute,  indispen- 
sable necessity,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  giving 
what  I  consider  the  sound  interpretation  of  the 
words  "  necessary  and  proper"  in-  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  idea  of  absolute,  indispensable,  d^., 
must  have  originated  in  an  exciessive  jealousy  of 
power  or  a  decided  hostility  to  theFederal  Union. 
This  instrument  was  framed  by  and  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  language 
nsed,  was  certainly  intended  to  be  understood  in 
that  sense  in  whicn  It  is  used  and/uoderstood  by 
them  generally.  If  jou  ask  a  plain  man  what 
are  the  necessaties  of  life,  he  will  answer,  some- 
ihing  below  luxury  and  extravaginice,  what  is 
calculated  to  afford  him  reasonable  comfort. 
Neither  a  hous^  nor  a  bed  is  absc^utely  or  indis- 
pensably necessafyHo  a  man's  existence;  he  could 
live  in  a  camp  and  ^leep  on  boards,  or  on  the 
ground,  yet,  the  common  sense  of  mankind  would 
respond,  they  arenecessary  and  proper.  '  If  a  man 
had  a  journey  to  make,  either  to  Richmond,  ia 
Virginia,  or  Lexington^  in  Kentpcky,  although 
every  person  would  pronounce  a  coach  and  six 
superfluous  and  unnecessary,  all  reasonable  men 
would  sav,  he  ought  to  have  a  horse  or  a  ,hack, 
but  it  wiir  not  be  pretended  that  either  are  indis- 
pensable^ because  he  could  perform  .it^on  foot.  IT 


228 


HIBTOBT  OF  CONGRSiSS. 


230 


FXBBUABT,  1811. 


Bank  gf  ih$  United  Staiee, 


SfiNATl. 


a  gentleman  from  Baltimore  giyes  his  agent  in- 
stractions  to  provide  eyerythinfir  necessary  for  an 
East  India  voyage,  what  wonld  he  expect  ?  Cer- 
tainly that  he  should  avoid  unnecessary  expense, 
bqt  would  consider  him  acting  within  the  pale  of 
his  authority  if  he  procured  only  what  was  rea- 
Booably  necessary  and  popex,  or,  in  other  words, 
what  was  fairly  suited  to  the  master  and  €rew, 
and  well  calculated  to  enabU  the  vessel  to  reach 
her  port  of  destination.  That  interpretation  is 
correct  which  best  accords  with  the  common 
sense  and  understandinfr  of  mankind.  It  must, 
therefore,  be  evident  that,  the  only  question  as 
regards  tne  constitutionality  of  the  measure  to  be 
deoided  is  a  ouestion  of  fact,  and  that  is,  whether 
a  National  Bank  is  reasonably  necessary  ^pd 
proper^  or  fairly'  suited  to,  and  calculated  for,^  the 
collection  of  our  revenue  and  the  management  of 
our  money  concerns.  And  ibis  fact  appears  to 
be  admitted  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  biH, 
for  their  arguments  are  predicated  upon  the  prob- 
abiiitv  that  the  State  banks  will  answer  the  na- 
tioaa(  purposes.  This  as  a  complete  surrender  of 
the  Constitutional  objection ;  for,  if  banks  be  ne* 
cessarjr  and  proper,  it  follows  that  we  have  a 
Conatitational  ppwe^  to  create  them,  and  it  will 
be  a  aiere  question  of  expediency  whether  we 
will  use  State  banks  or  a  National  Bank.  My 
colleagae  (Mr.  Gult)  has  asked  for  the  congeni- 
ality between  a  bank  and  the  collection  JDf  our 
revenue  ?  The  argument  fn  favor  of  lisiog  State 
banks  shows  if,  but  let  the  use  hitherto  made  of 
the  bank  answer  the  question.  Is  not  a  bank  a 
proper  p>(ace  fbr  the  deposite  i^nd  safe-keeping  of 
money — more  so  than  the  custom-house  ?  Is  it 
not  a  convenient  agent  for  paying'and  receiving 
money  1  Through  the  agency  of  ibis  bank  our 
revenue^  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  has  been  col- 
lected, our  financial  transactions  done,  and  public 
mooev  transmitted  to  such  pkces  as  the  necessi- 
ties ot  the  Government  required*  The  reventie 
collected  at  Bostbn,  Baltimore,  or  any  other  port, 
is  paid,  if  required,  at  New  Orleans,  Natchez,  &t. 
Louis,  or  any  other  place,  without  risk  or  ex- 
pense. The  money  in  the  oank  and  its  brianches', 
IS  payable  at  such  of  them  as  the  convenience  of 
the  €k>Vernment  jnay  require,  and,  by  this  ar- 
raiiffeinent,  we  can  command  the  whole  of  the 
public  money  in  any  quarter  of  the  Union  with- 
out risk  or  expense.  The  operations  of  this  in- 
stittttiom  have  been  confined  toihe  seaboajrd.  The 
principal  bank  is  at  Philadelphia,  with  a  branch 
at  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savapnah,  and  New  Or- 
leans. At  all  which  place?,  the  Government  hfts 
considerable  revenue  to  cdlleot.  No  branches 
have  been  extended  into'  the  interior.  It  has  been 
eoBOected  with  our  fiscal  arrangements  at  all  the 

tees  to  which'it  has  been  extended,  and  may 
fairly  deemed  a  convenient,  necessary,  and  ap- 
ptofviate  auxiliary  to  the  management  of  the  na- 
ticttil  concerns.  It  is  said  that  the  revenue  is 
ca&ccted  at  ^inany  ports  where  none  of  these 
braachcs  are  placed.  This  is  true ;  the  bank  and 
branehcs  are  fixed  only  at  the  principal  seaports, 
where  a  large  amount  of  revenue  is  collected. 


Every  one  draws  into  its  vaults,  subject  to  the 
demands  of  Government,  the  revenue  collected 
at  the  less  important  ports  in  the  saine  quarter  of 
the  country^  Boston  being  the  commercial  em- 
porium of  New  England,  the.Govemmient,  by  the 
agency  of  the  branph  bank  there,  is  enabled  to 
draw  to  that  point  most  of  the  revenue  received 
at  the  numerous  ports  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  THe  'repeated  sanctions  this  bank  has 
received  from  the  difierent  Administrations,  and 
especially  frodo  Mr.  Jeitersonand  the  Repubiican 
party,  by  authorizing  the  extension  of  d  branch  to 
New  Orleans,  and  selling  one  million  of  the  stock, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  British  sub* 
jects,  ior  four  hundred  thousand  dolkirs  more 
than  the  nominal  aonount  is  indeed  strangely  ae* 
counted  for ;  gentlemen  say  the  Gk>vernn^ent  were 
bound  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and  that  the 
charter,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  was 
saered.  I  had  thought  the  fkshionable  doctrine 
was,  that  an  unconstitutional  law  was  wholly  • 
null  atld  void.  It  has  been  held  by  some  of  the 
States.  However  plausij^le  the  answer  to  the 
argument  of  acquiescence,  it  furnishes  no  apolo- 
gy fbr  a  positive  confirmation.  Permit  me  to  as- 
similate a  conimon  case  betyeen  individuals  to 
the  case  before  us:  a  man  in  Washington  exe- 
cutes a  joint! power  to  five  trustees  in  Kentucky 
to  collect  his  debts^.  settle  his  land  business,  d&c, 
and  authorizes  them  to  take  all  steps  necessary 
and  proper  to '  eflfectuate  the  trust  Or  power ;  in 
the  progress  of  the  business  a  measure  is  sug- 
gested as  necessary,  about  which  there  is  a  diver- 
sity of  opinion  aipong  the  trustees.  A  majority, 
however,  decide  thi^t  it  is  within  their  authority; 
the  principal. is  informed  of  it^  does  not  complain 
or  disavow,  but  positively  and  by  the  strongest 
implicatfon  assents  to  the  construction  given  by 
his  agehts.  In  such  a  case  there  would  be  but 
one  opinion.  Jn  1791  a  National  Bank  is  pro- 
posed to  Congress,  they  differ  as  to  the  constitu-' 
tionality,  a  large  ipajority  decide  in  favor  of  it, 
the  people  and  the  Stittes  are  informed  of  the 
measure,  t^e  States  do  .not  protest, *nor.  do  the 
people  complain )  many  of  the  States  pass  laws 
to  protect  the  institution,  it  receives  the  confirm- 
atioif  of  three  or  .four  different  Administrations^ 
And  particularly  of  the  one  composed  of  men  ori- 
ginally opposed  to  it ;  it  violates  no  positive  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitu tioa  i  no  mischiefs  have 
been  produced, 'but  great  convenienee  and  advan- 
tage nas  been  experienced  by  the  Qpvernihent 
and  community. .  I  ask  whether,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  question  ought  not  to  be  consid- 
ered settled?  is  no  respect  due  to  the  opinions 
of  our  predecessors?  Is  a  question  of  construc- 
tion never  to  be  at  rest  ?  Whv  is  a  judge,  sworn 
to  support  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  coui;- 
try,  bound  by  a  train  of  decisions  contrary  to  his 
own  opinions  ?  Because  the  good,  the  peace,  and 
tranquillity  of  society  require  it.  The  conduct 
of  a  court,  as  well  as  every  department  of  Gbv* 
em  men  t,  must  be  regulated  in  its  course  in  some 
measure  by  a  regard  for.  the  public  weal.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
fuss  about  implied  and  incidental  powers— if  yea 
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except  the  sedition  law,  which. was  supposed  to 
▼iolate  a  positive  provision  of  the  Constitution-* 
the  samcpractical  construction  has  been  given  to 
this  instrument  by  every  Administration  of  the 
Government.  Indeed,  tne  sphere  of  national  le- 
gislation has beenmore  enlarged  under  Mr.JeJQTer- 
son's  than  apy  other  Administration.  AH  parties 
have  (bund  that  the  national  vessel*  coUld  not  be 
navigated  without  sails,  rigging,  and  everything 
necessary  and  proper.  .  Whence  was  derived  a 
power  to  pass  a  law  laying  an  embargo  without 
nmitatipn  7  There  is  nothing  in  the  Constitu- 
tion about  embargoes. '  Whence  4id  we  derive  a 
power  to  purchase  Louisiana,  and  incorporate  it 
with  the  ffood  old  Unltied  States?  There  is  no 
express  delegation  of  power  to  purchase  new  ter- 
.  ritory.  On  these  subjects  the  Constitution  is 
ailent.^  I  Mve  approved  both.  No  State  can  lay 
an  embargo,  or  acquire  new  territory.  OorpoAver 
to  perform  these  acts  results  from  the  nature  of 
the  national  sovereignly  crea.ted  by  this  Cojastitu- 
tion.  The  Republican  Administrations  have  no 
pretensions  to  the  approbation  of  the  people  on 
the  ground  of  jiaving  restrained  any  latitude  or 
liberality  of  construction.  Their  claim  to  the 
public  confidence  is  founded  on  very  difierent 
considerations.  They  have  repealed  the  internal 
taxes,  paid  a  large  part  of  the  public  debt,  pur- 
chased Louisiana,  anx)  preserved  to  the  nation  the 
blessings  of  peace.  For  these  acts,  they  have,  I 
believe,  the  thanks  of  the  nation.  They  have 
mine,  mqst  sincerely. 

.  Qreat  stress  is  placed  on  the  twelfth  article  of 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  de* 
clares  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
to  the  States,  are  reserved  to.. the  States  respect- 
ively^ or  to  the  people.  I  must  confess  that  I 
cannot  discover  what  iufluence  this  can  have  on 
the  bill  under  coo'sideratien,  or  any  other  meas- 
ure which  may  be  proposed.  It  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  adopted  rather  to  quiet  State  >eal- 
cosies  and  popular  fears  than  witn  a  view  to  pro- 
duce any  positive  effect,  for  the  inquiry  mu^t  ever 
be,  Is  the  newer  given  ?  And  if  granted,  it  is 
not  retained.  The  supporters  of  this  bill  do  not 
pretend  to  usurp  any  power  retained  by  the  States 
or  thfi  people,  but  contend  that  the  power' to  pass 
the  bill  is  expressly  delegated,  if  the  facts  assumed 
are  (me. 

It  U  not  pretended  that  our  fisoal  concerns  can 
be  managed  with  gold  and  silver^  If  our  terri- 
tory was  of  no  greater  extent  than  Rhode  Islajid, 
Delawarei  or  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  gold  and 
ailver  would  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  but  it  would  require  a  number  of  pack 
horses  and  wagons  to  transport  the  public  money 
io  gold  and  silver,  over  this  immense  country,  to 
the  different  places  where  it  is  wanting.  Our 
extensive  commerce,  and  the  great  extent  of  this 
empire,  rendera  a  paper  medium  necessary.  Is 
the  power  to  create  this  paper  medium,  or  nation- 
ai  currency,  an  attribute  or  State  or  national  sov- 
ereignty ?  I  put  the  question  to  the  candor  of 
fentiemen,  and  solicit  a  serious  answer !  The 
argument  of  my  honorable  frfend  from  Georgia 


against  the  power  of  the  States  to  authorize  the 
emission  of  bank  paper,  founded  on  that  part  ol 
the  Constitution  which  declares  that  "No  State 
shall  emit  bills  of  credit^"  acauires  great  addiiioa- 
al  forcej  when  these  bills  of  credit  are  made  to 
assume  the  character  of  money,  for  national  pur< 
poses.  In  the  same  article  the  power  to  coii 
money  is  expressly  prohibited  to  tne  States,  aid 
in  the  catalogue  of  cardinal  powers  granted  to 
this  Government,  is  that  to  coin  money.  It  will, 
perhaps,  be  contended  that  this  only  applies  to 
gold  and  silver,  but  if  that  be  admitted  to  be  the 
literal  meaning  of  the  word^,  still  it  is  evideat 
that  what  shallbe  the  national  currency^  whether 
specie  or  paper,  is  a  proper  subject  of  national 
legislation.  No  gentleman^will  be  so  absard  as 
to  insist  that  any  State  or  Stated  ought  to  eoio 
the  current  money  of  the  United  States.  Thtt 
the  power  of  the  States  td  establish  banks  maj 
be  questioned  with  at  least  great  plausibility,  ii 
perfectlv  clear,  but  as  this  banking  power  du 
been  so  lobg  exercised,  as  the  National  and  State 
banks  have  conducted  their  operations  very  ha^ 
moniously,  as  no  serious  evils  c^H  for  national 
interference,  I  am  not  for  disturbing  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things ;  it  is  better,  perhaps,  that  the 
banking  power  should  be  divided  between  the 
States  and  the  United  States.  That  bank  paper, 
if  good,  is  in  fact  mqney,  altbouffh  not  made  a 
le^al  tender,  cannot  be  denied.  The  currency  of 
this  batuk  paper  of  the  United  States,  altboogk 
made  by  law  receivable  in  payment  of  rerenoe, 
rests  upon  a  much  better  foundation  tbaa  an  act 
of  Congress.  Its  national  character,  the  extended 
operations  of  this  bank  from  Boston  to  New  Or- 
leans, have  given  it  credit  with  the  people  of 
every  part  of  the  empire,  more  than  the  Unk 
paper  of  any  particular  State  can  be  expected  to 
have;  so  that,  by  common  consent,  this  money 
coined  by  the  national  bank  has  become  the  cur- 
rent^money  of  the  United  States.  I  hone  we 
shall  never  be  driven  to  the  necessity  or  com- 
pelling our  citizens  by  latv;  to  receive  our  pa^r. 
We  should,  so  guard  and  regulate  oiir  backing 
operations,  as  to  make  the  national  paper  at  least 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union« 

If  this  bank  is  removed,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  must  nationalize  the  bank  paper  of  the 
great  importing  States;  for,  I  presutne.  Congress 
will  never  decide  ip^hat  State  paper  shall  be  used 

Stbe  officers  of.  the  General  Qoveramenu 
ost  of  the  public  money  is  now  collected  and 
deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  i  if 
that  is  destroyed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  to  deposite  in  the  State  banks,  and  with  him  is 
the  power  of  selection—a  power  and  patronai^e 
greater  than  any  ever  exercised  by  any  officer  in 
this  nation.  The  deposites  of  the  public  money 
are  sought  after  with  great  avidity,  by  all  the 
/State  institutions.  He  can  deposite  the  whole  in 
pne.  or  divide  it  between  two,  or  three,  or  all  the 
banks  in  any  one  place^  He  can  change  them  at 
pleasure.  He  may,  with  great  apparent  fairness 
and  propriety,  make  it  a  condition  with  every 
bank  where  deposites  atamade  that  they  shall  ad- 
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point  a  certain  portion  of  the  directors,  of  his 
Domination,  and  through  them  he  can  reach  the 
credit  of  any  man  who  may  ha^ve  accommoda- 
tioDS  in  it.  It  is  true  we  have  now  a  man  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  who  may  not  he  disposed 
to  abuse  this  power,  nut  we  may  not  always  hav;e 
such  an  officer.  Tnis  immense  power  and  influ- 
euce  may  be  exercised  in  an  iovtsible  manuer, 
and,  of  course^  withont  responsibility.  Is  this 
repnblican  ?  ,  It  was  not  a  few  years  ago.  I  hare 
always  understood  that  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  popular  objections  to  the  Federal  Adminis- 
tration was  tbdr  disposition  to  increase  Exeeu- 
tjrepatrooa^. 

We  are  told  that  our  remittances  to  foreign 
councr/es  and  to  di£fer«nt  parts  of  the  United 
States  can  be  inade  in  bills.of  exchange.  This, 
(0  be  sure,  is  possible,  but  this  mode  is  less  con- 
renient  and  more  hazardous.  I  belie fc  the  Gov- 
ernment has  sustained  no  loss  in  the*  remittances 
made  to  Europe  through  the  agency  of  this  inisti- 
tmion.  Ther  are  able,  through^  the  medium  of 
their  several  branches,  to  ascertain  the  credit  aiid 
solvency  of  every  commercial  house  in  the  United 
States,  an^  thereby  to  purchase  bills  for  foreign' 
remittances  #ith  safety.  The  great  punctuahty 
secured  to  the  Qoveroment  in  the  payment  of 
their  revenne  by  their  agency,  is  ab>o  an  object  of 
some  consequence. 

Muck  alarm  and  delusion  have  been  artfi^ly 
spread  throng  the  cquntry  about  a  violation  of 
t&e  Conatituuon  and  a  conseduent  destruction  of 
our  republican  institlitions,    I  fear  the  people  are 
unfortunately  led  to  believe  that  tb«  security  of 
their  liberty  depends  too  much  upon  paper  barri- 
ersy  and  too  li|tie  upon  their  own  virtue  and  in- 
tellj^nce.    It  anpears  to  m^  that  the  Constitu^ 
tion  is  occasionally  n^ide  a  mere  stalking  horse, 
to  serve  the  purposes  of  unprincipled  denaago^ues 
and  pretended  lovers  of  the  people,  to  get  mto 
power  to  the  exclusion  of  honest  men*  ^  They, 
with  i^eat  address,  distract  and  inflame  the  pub- 
lic mmd  about  some  nice  Constitutional  question, 
or  abstract  proposition,  and  thereby  bring  the 
people  to  decide,  not  which  candidate  is.  the  most 
entitled  to  their  confidence,  but  who  rides  the 
finest  electioneering  hobby.    We  a)re  misled  ver^ 
much,  I  believe,  by  theories  and  terms  more  appli- 
cable; to  other  Qovernments  than  our  own^  In 
CSreat  Briuin,  they  sneak  with  great  propriety  of 
th^  Government  and  people,  because  there  is  in 
that  country  an  immense  power  independent  of 
the  peo|>le«    But  here,  where  every  public  func- 
tionary is  responsible  to^  and  the  Qov^rnment  in 
the  hands  or  a  majority  of  the  people,  those 
terms  do  not  appear  to  me  applicable  in  the  sense 
ia  which  they  are  used  in  other  countries.    My 
Kfteetions  and  practical  observations  on  the  Gov- 
^riinent  incline  me  to  the  opinion  that,  with  re- 
|«i  to  measures  of  general  policy,  not  assailing 
iitfividual  liberty  or  right,  or  the  independence 
of  tey  State,  there  is  not  that  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehnded  from  a  liberal  construction  of  the'Con- 
stito^  which  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.    So 
long  as  the  Government  is  in  the  hands  of  tbe^ 
people,  measured  afiecting  the  whple  nation,  if 


oppressive  or  inconvenient, 'will  be  resisted^  and 
corrected  by  the  public  feeling  and  opinion. 
This  is  not  mere  theory.  Look  at  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  one  of  the  best  regulated  democrat-  ' 
eies  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  whose  Legisla- 
ture is  as  omnipotent  as  the  British  Parliament, 
What  people  enjoy  mpre  real  liberty  tfnd  inde- 
pendence f  In  what  country  is  to  be  found  more 
practical,  intelligent  republicanism  ?  Those  prin- 
ciples which  secure  the  rights  of  the  citizen  and 
the  responsibility  of  their  public  servants  are  held 
sacred,  but  the  Legislature  is,  I  believe,  unre- 
stricted with  regard  to  measures  of  general  policy. 
It  is  a  truth  which  ought  to  be  deeply  impressed 
on  the  American  mind,.\hat  the  preservation  of 
this  republican  system  depends  more  upon  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility of  their  public  servants,  than  paper 
restrictions.  It  is  unfortunate  that  every  measure 
calculated  'to  advance  the  national  prosperity  is 
arrested  by  tome  iii^onstitutional  difficulty.  The 
bills  respecting"  the  Ohio  and  Delaware  canab, 
which  passed  the  Senate,  have  be^n  opposed  in 
the  other  House  by  the  aam^  Constitutional  ob- 
stacles urged  against  this  bank.  I  may  be  asked 
if  I  am  opposed'  to  any  limitation  on  the  powers 
of  the  Government?  tp  which,  I  answer  no.  I 
think  the  natnre  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by 
the  General  Government  oughtto  be  defined  witk* 
as  much  precision  as  the  imperfection  of  human 
language  and  foresight  are  capable  of.'  The  con* 
ven tion  acted  wisely  in  giving'  nO  more  latitude 
than  was  necessary  to  the'  success  of  the  experi- 
ment. Not  because  I  think  them  56  essential  to 
the  security  6f  the  rights.of  the  people  as  to  pre- 
vent unpleasant  and  dangerous  collisions  of  au- 
thority between  the  Nation&l  and  State  govern- 
ments* In  the  application  of  this  instrument,  by 
the  difii^rent  men  and  parties,  to  the  ground  sup- 
posed to  be  embraced  by  it,  some  trivial  variation 
from  what  may  be  deemed  by  many  the  true 
political  meridian  was  to  be  expected,  and  ja  small 
allowance  is,  perhaps,  due  to  human  fallibility. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  the  boundary  line  will 
be  plainly  marked  by  usage  and  practical  con- 
struction.  So  far  as  it  has  been  ascertained,  and 
aqy  question  of  power  settled  by  common  con- 
sent, every  consideration  connected  with  the  good 
of  onr  country  forbids  us  to  disturb  it.  Gentle- 
men endeavor  to  alarm  us  with  a  thousand  im- 
aginary dangers.  They  say,  suppose  Congress 
were  to  do  this,  that,  and  the  other  monstroua 
thing.  You  may  suppose  anything,  and  make 
what  deductions  you  please.  Suppose  the  people 
were  to  destroy  their  own  liberties,  what  then? 
Their  liberties  would  be  destroyed.  Suppose 
they  were  all  to  collect  on  the  bank,  of  the  Po- 
tomac, plunge  into  the  stream,  and  drown  them- 
selves;  why,  to  be  sure,  they^  would  be  drowned, 
but,  does  it  follow  that  there  is  any  danger  of  their 
doing  either  ?  All  this  supposing  seems  to  accord 
better  with  a  sentiment  advanced  by  a  celebrated 
Senator  a  few  years  since,  ^  that  the  people'a 
worst  enemies  are  themselves,"  than  the  gen- 
erally received  opinion  respecting  the  n^ttUre  of 
this  Government. 
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This  bill,  probably,  is  opposed  by  many  under ' 
mn  ezpeetation  of  a  new  national  bank.  As  this 
qacstion  will,  at  least,  appear  to  be  decided  on 
Constitutional  ground,  their,  expectations  will 
hardly  be  realized.  Indeed,  it  is  questionable 
whether  either  foreigners  or  our  own  citizens 
will  again  Tc;st  money  iu  a  national  banL  The 
fall  of  this  will  throw  a  large  portion  of  the  bank- 
ing capital  into  the  banks  of  the  great  coiqmer- 
cial  States,  whose  influence  and  hostility  will  be 
increased  against  a  n^w  national  institution.  ,But 
why  put  down  one  national  bank  to  raise  up 
another  ?  How  are  the  people  to  be  benefited 
by  it?  I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  direc- 
tion ought  to  be  changed.  And  what  wHl  be 
this^change  ?  Why,  merely  putting  out  one  set 
of  moneyed  men  to  put  in  another,  who  will  verv 
aoon  be  the  same.  If  this  be  the  object^  I  wiU 
only  observe, 

"  Strange  there  riiould  such  difference  be 
*Twizt  tweedledum  and  tweedledee." 

It  18  but  the  difference  between  Hopkins  and 
Sternhold,  and  Sterohold  and  Hopkins.  A  new 
national  bank,  with  an  increased  dapital^  would^ 
to  be  sure,  open  a  new  field,  of  speculation  and 
increase  that  influence  of  which  gentlemeh  pre- 
tend to  complain;  for^  if  moneyed  men  retain' 
their  confidence  in  our  institutions,  the  same  ino* 
tiyes  which  induced  foreigners  to  purchase  seven 
millions  of  the  present  stock,  will  induce  them 
to  purchase  the  stock  of  the  new  bank.  I  hear, 
witn  some  astonishment,  gentlemen  opposed  to 
this  bill,  and  particularly  my  friend  from  ^Ten- 
nessee, (Mr,  Anderson^)  declaim  with  such  ap- 
parent earnestness  about  the  danger,  of  this  in- 
stitution with  a  capital  of  qnly  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  when  I  recollect  the  partiality  they  mani- 
fested for  a  bill  before  us  last  year,  which  proposed 
to  create  a  national  bank  with  a  capital  of  thirty 
millions.  On  the  motion  to  po>stpone  that  bill 
tjU  the  first  Monday  in  December  last,  in  sub- 
stance a  motion  to  reject,  it  will  be  found  by  ref- 
erence to  the  Journals  that  most  of  those  op- 
posed to  this  voted  aeainst  the  postponement.  If 
'  this  bank  of  ten  millions  is. such  a  viper,a  thirty 
minion  bank  would,  indeed^  be  a  monster.  Gen- 
tlemen may  say  that^  although  they  voted  against 
postponement,  they  intended,  nltimateljr,  to  vote 
'  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Let  this  be  con- 
ceded, and  still  their  votes  evince  a  decided  pref- 
erence of  the  new  to  the  present  institution.  I 
voted  for  the  postponement  because  I  was  not 
entirely  convinced  of  its  constitutionality,  nor 
was  I  satisfied  with  the  details.  The  banking 
operations  of  the  present  institution  are  confined 
to  the  seaboard,  ^nd  may  be  considered  a  neces- 
sary and  proper  mean  subordinate  to  the  end  of 
aiding  the  finances,  but  the  bill  I  have  mentioned, 
contemplated  an  extension  of  branches  into. every 
part  of  ^he  country,  to  places  where  the  General 
Qovernment  had  no  revenue  to  collect^  and  the 
creation  of  it  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  independent,  original  power,  tran- 
scending the  limit  of  an  auxiliary  measure,  I 
do  no(  design  to  give  a  decided  opinion  of  the 


constitutionality  of  it  at  this  time.  Other  sob* 
stantial  objections  to  that  bill  will  suffice  to  jus- 
tify my  vote,  if  necessary.  If  the  object  of  «i- 
tlemen  was  to  eradicate  th^  banking  system  iron 
the  country.  I  might,  in  obedience  to jny  former 
prejudices,  be  more  disposed  to  join  them.  Bot 
this'is  not  even  pretended.  The  sole  object  ii 
the  death  of  this,  is,  to  generate  mQre  of  these 
vipers,  under  State  or  federal  authority. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  tbrongh  the 
medium  of  the  National  Government,  haVewithio 
their  control  that  portion  of  the. moneyed  capital 
vested  in  this  bank,  which  is  not  only  a  coDTeoi* 
ent  agent,  in  the  management  of  the  finances,  but 
furnishes  loans  to  the  Government,  to  answer  oc- 
casional deficiencies  in  the  revenue.  *  If  we  re- 
linquish entirely  our  po^er  over  the  mooejed 
capital,  will  not  the  influence  of  the  ioterior 
States- be  diminished,  and  that  of  the  commerciil 
States  increksed?  The  importing  States  wl 
have  the  moneyed  capital;  the  greater  part  of 
our  revenue  will  be  collected  by  their  banks,  ifid 
we  shall  not  only  be  dependjcnt  on  them  for  loans, 
but  they  can  at  any  time  withhold  our  rerenoe, 
without  the  interposition  of  force. 

The  sum  required  to  be  paid  by  the  stockhold- 
ers, is  strongly  objected  to.  And  why,  sir?  h 
there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  thi?  provisioB? 
The  privileges  and  benefitS|  to  be  enjoyed  by  tbeo, 
they  will  derive  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States  5  for  which,  justice  requires  thern  to  pij 
the  people  an  equitable  equivalent.  This  sam  ts 
demanded  in  the  nature  of  a  tax  on  the  privileee 
granted.  The  premium  contemplated  with  w 
probable  advance  on  the  five  millions  of  stock, 
authorized  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United  Sliies, 
will  amount  to  about  three  millions  of  doUan* 
They  are  to  pay  three  per  cent  on  the  public  de- 
posiies,  which  will,  1  suppose,  without  pretending 
to  have  made  an  accurate  estimate,  amount  to 
several 'millions  more  during  the  term  of  incor- 
poration; so  that  this'bill,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
will  bring  into  the.  national  treasury  five  or  six 
millions  of  dollars,  for  the  benefit  or  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  and  what  are  we  about  to 
do !  Why,  sir,  give  it  up  to  the  large  States  on 
the  seaboard,  in  whose  banks,  we  are  told  by  g^o* 
tlemen  on  the  other  side,  this  very  dangerous  w- 
eigtt>capital  will  bevested,  and  our  revenue  dt- 
posited.  Well  may  those  States  clamor  abooi 
Sute  rights  and  State  interests,  but  how  the  in- 
terest or  importance  of  B^entucKy  in  the  Union, 
or  of  any  State  where  none  of  the  national  rere- 
nue  is  coilectedj  is  to  be  advanced  b]^  tbedestmc* 
tion  of  this  institution,  1  am  not  conjurer  eooagb 
to  discover. 

It  might  be  contended  with  some  plausibimyj 
that  this  Qoyernment  is  under  an  implied  obiigs' 
tibn  to  continue  this  bank  upon  equitable  terms, 
and  with  reasonable  modifications.  The  present 
stockholders,  both  citizens  and  foreigners,  baj^ 
paid  for  every  100  dollars  they  own  from  1^ 
to  150  dollars.  The  Government  sold  at  about 
that  advance  a  few  years  ago.  When  the  Con- 
gress of  1791  passed  the  law  declarin|r  that  there 
%ould  be  a  national  \mnk,  did  they  intend  it  t^ 
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be  a  t^mpoTBry  institation ?  In. the  namero^s 
transfers  of  stpck  which  bare  taken  place,  Was  it 
so  understood  7  Conld  it  hare  been  expected 
that  a  Government,  which  declared  a  natronal 
bank  necessary  and  proper,  the- first  twenty  years 
of  its  existence,  would  dispense -with  it  after- 
wards ?  The  limitation  of  the  corporation  to 
that  period  Yms  very  propen  It  b  highly  expe- 
dient that  these  charters  should  return  occasion- 
ally into  the  power  of  the  .people,  to  affbfd  them 
an  opportunify  of  revising  and  correcting'  them ; 
besides,  sneh  a  limitation,  by  increasing  their  de- 
pendence, gives  some  security  to  the  community 
against  abuses.  Has  not  the  conductof  the  €k>v- 
ernment  authorized  an  expectation,  that  this  bank 
woald  becentiaued?  And  if  it  has,  are  they 
'  not  bound  by  this  rules  of  piocality  to  fulfil  that 
expectation,  unless  the  Constitution  or.  public 
$pood  clearly  forbid  it  ? 

Ahhouffh  t^s  subject  has  received  much  false 
coloring  through  the  country,  by  charges  of  Brit- 
'  ish  influence,  &c^  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  it 
from  an  honorable  Senator  of  the  United  States 
— ^it  has  not  indeed  been  positively  asserted,  but 
hinted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  an  impres- 
sion on  thecoraniunity.,  Somestaleciroumstanees 
connected  with  the  British  treaty  have  been  Very 
onneceasarily  lugged,  in  to  increase  the  prejudices 
afainst  this  biU.  It  has  been  insinuated,  that 
firitish  influence,  operating  through  this  ihstiui*- 
tion,  has  prevented  the  Government  from  taking 
strong  measures  agaipst  Great  Britain;  but  in 
what  manner  this  has  been  efiected,^g^ntlemen 
have  not  been  good  enough  to  explain.  Did  4( 
prevent  Mr.  Jefierson  from  taking  a  war  ooucse? 
^or  I  believe  it  is  generally  understood  that  he. 
was  opposed  to  a  war*  Has  it  operated  upon  the 
present  Executive?  j^uch  a  suggestion  wUi  not 
oe  made.  I  have,  during  my  service  hfite,  giv^n 
a  ikir  and  faithful  support  to  the  Administration,^ 
and  I  have  certainlv  voted  for  strbhger  measures 
than  they  were  willing  to  accept.  It  is  due  to 
the  lOth  and  llth  Congresses,  who  have  been  ao 
mudk  abased,  to  state,  that  tiieir  (iourse,  as  re- 
gards the  question  of  peace  or  war,  has  been  in 
perfect  nnison  with  the  views  of  the  late  and 
present  Presidents^  Let  it  qot  be  inferred  that  I 
am  disposed  to  find  fault ;  I  believe  when  we  con- ^ 
sider  the  very  extraordinary  state  of  the  foreign 
world,  and  retrospect  the  embarrassing  circum- 
stances which  have  surrounded  us^  the  course 
pursued  by  them  ought  to  be  deemed  substanti- 
al^ correct,  cerfainly  so  as  respects  their  leading 
object,  which  has  been  to  avoid  making  this  coub^ 
try  a  party  in  the  present  war.  If  I  was  disposed 
to  censure,  it  would  be  for  not  making  an  eflbrt 
to  chastise  some  of  the  British  armed  vessels 
vhich  lav  in  our  waters  after  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  in  open  contempt  of  the  President's 
froelamation ;  if  a  single  vessel  had  been  driven 
ott  or  compelled  to  strike  her  colors,  it  would 
have  healed  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  national 
pri^  and  feeling,  committed  by  the  Leopard. 

Ttiat  this  Government  should  have  an'  influ- 
ence with  foreign  Governments  proportioned  to 
the  iotereet  their  subjects  have  .in  our  funds,^is 


Srobable,  but  how  this  interest  gives  them  an  i^- 
ueqee  here  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive :  foreign* 
ers  camlot  eyen  vote  in  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors. If  there  is  any  resLlity  in  this  idea  of  for- 
eign influence  through  this  iniBti(ution,  why  did 
frentlemen  permit  the  present  stockholders  to  be 
incorporat'^d  into  the  bill  introduced  last  yearly 
And  why  Was  not  ji  provision  inserted  to  preveBt". 
foreigners  from  purchasing  additional  stock?   . 

We  are  told  tooof  their  partiality  in  discounts^ 
I  might  answer  ^ts  argument',  by  asking,  what 
bank  or  what  admmistratton  has  not  been  partial  T 
What  member  of  this  Senate  has  nevet  Used  his 
influence  in  favbr  of  his>friendk  aeainst  men,  per- 
haps, of  nkore  merit?    If  partial  etih.or  smali^ 
improprieties  are  to  authorize  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation against  our  institutions, none  would  prove- 
so  immaculate  as  to  escape  the  general  catastro^ 
phe»    By  the  bill  .reported,  an  Odious  feature  is 
the  present  charter,  granting  an  exclusive  privi- 
lege, is^xpressly  repealed,  and  the  €k)vernment 
authorized  to  subscribe  stock  and  appoint  direo- 
tors.>   This- will  give  us  a  sufficient  control  to 
guard  again&t  all  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary, 
which  have  been  complained  of.    I  have  heard 
no  gentleman  advocate  a  simple  renewal  of  the 
charter.  .This  charge  of  partiality  on  the  score 
of  party,  at.  l^st  for  the  last  twelve  yearar,  ha^ 
been  completely  repelled  by  the  deputation  of 
five  from  the  niechanics  and  manufacturers  of 
Philaddphia,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that 
these  men  are  republicans  of  the  first  water.    We 
are  arraigned,  sir,  for  the  great  attention  and  re- 
spect shown  to  the  two  deputations  from  Phila- . 
delphia,  bne  inbehalf  of  the  mercantile,  the  other 
of  the  manufacturing  interest ;  from  the  latter  we  ' 
received  the  most  of  the  facts^which  have  been 
detailed  t6  the  Senate.  They  did  not  come  arm^d 
with  any  polttMl  resolutions  to  influence  our  de- 
liberations 5  no,  they  were  sent  Jo  represent  the 
embarrassments  of  the  com  mercial  and  manufac- 
tdring  classed  in  Philadelphia,  arising  from  the 
apprehended  dissolution  ox  the  bank.    And  was 
it  improper  iti  the  commiUee  to  hear  them  ?  Their 
candor  and  respectability  were  not  doubted  by 
those  of  the  committee  most  opposed  to  the  bank. 
Is  anything  more  common  in  England  than  for 
Parliament  to  hear  witnessf  s,  anu  even  counsel, 
in  behalf  of  any  olass  of  men  who^e  interest  is 
supposed  (o  be  affected  by  a  measure  depending 
before  them?    Aod  shall  we  deny  to  American 
citizens  privileges  enjoyed  by  British  subjects? 

Gentlemen  say  the  embarrassments  in  Philadel- 
phia could.not  have  been  occasioned  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States^  because  they  continue  to 
discount  as  usual.  If  t  recollect  the  evidence — 
and  I  hope  td  be  corrected  if  I  mistake  it— it  was 
this — ^that  the  calling  in  often  per  cent,  on  their 
debts  occasioned  such  a  pressure,  that  they  were 
))revailed  upon  to  extend  their  discounts  until 
the  ultimate  decision  of  Congress  should  be 
known.  I  have  heard  it  seriously  urged  that 
the  evils  and  inconveniences  to  be  experienced 
from  its  ditoolution,  prove  it  to  be  a  dangerous  in- 
stitution ;  the  same  argument  would  prove*that 
the  Governmeht  Ought  to  be  destroyed.    Noth- 
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\uf^  infdeedj  ssems  too  absurd  far  the  bumfto 
miod  to  seize  upon,  when  un/ier  the  influjeince 
of  passion  or  misguided  zeal. 

I  must  omit,  Mc  President,  manjr  of  the  remarks 
I  intended  to  offer  to  the  Senate  on  this  bill — I  owe 
it  to  other  gentlemen  who  wbh  to  express,  their 
views.'  Before  I  sit  down,  I  beg;  leave  to  say  a 
fiQW  words  about  the  liberty  or  tyranny  of  the 
press.  Tyranny  is  to  me,  sir,  a  hjdebus  fiend  in 
-every  possibk  form.,  A  press  well  conducted  is 
■invaluable ;  but. this  palladium  of  our  rights  may, 
if  permitted  to  exercise  an  undhe  influence,  be 
made  the  instrument  to  entomb  the  liberties  of 
this  people.  With  what  indignation  would  an 
aUempt  through  the  medium  of  the  press^  to  in- 
timidate a  court  or  jury  tn  relation  to  a  contro- 
versy while  pending, be  viewed;  and  what  course 
woyld  be  taken?  I  need  not  answer  the  question. 
And  is  it  not  equally  important  that  our  deliber^ 
ations  should  be  free  from  iln  improper  and  irre- 
sponsible influence?  After.!  have  given  my 
TOte,  I  am  ready  to  meet  investigation ;  but  this 
system  of  abusing  and  denouncing  mismbors  who 
may  speak  or  vote  for  or  against  a  measure  depend- 
ing before  Congress,  is  a  monstrous  outrage  upon 
the  independence  of  the  National  Legidature ; 
and  eyerv  attemm  of  editors  to  influence  thehr 
decision  by  assailing  or  expiting,  unfounded  pre- 
judices against  them  respecting  a  subject  upon 
which  they  are  deliberating  ought  to  be^  repro- 
bated and  resisted'by  every  friend  to  his  country. 

If  it  is  once  understood  that  Congress  are  con- 
trolled by  the  dii^tatorial  arrogance  of  the  press, 
what  will  be  the  consequencfe  ?  However  pure 
the  )[>ress  may  now  be,  if  it  should  become  an  ob- 
ject with  a  foreign,  nation  to  give  a  direction  to 
oar  measures,  or  of  a  junto  of  assassins  behind 
the  curtain  to  prpscrtbe  every,  honest,  iodepend-' 
ent  man  from  the  confidence  of  the  people,  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  will  be  purchased  kt  any 
price,  and  tjirough  this  n^edium^  if  w^  combined 
and  organized,  an  unseen,  power  will  .^gUide  oiu 
CoubcTls. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  has  been 
reminded  of  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  t  trust,  sir, 
w6  shall  ever  be  found  associated  with  a  phalanx 
AinericaD)  Republican,  in  heart  and  sentiment. 
I  will  not  sacrifice  the  interest^  of  my  constitu- 
ents for  fjear  of  being  called  hard  names.  The 
epithets  of  quidism,  quadroonisni)  or  any  other 
ism  which  malice  or  policy  may  suggest,  shall 
not  drive  me  from  the  coorse  called  for  oy.  the 
public  good.  I  am  proud  that  I  represent  a  people 
just,  generous  and  independent,  not  to  be  Ctamed 
away  by  unmeaning  clamor.  Before*  they  dis- 
card a  public  servant,  they  will  view  him  both 
on  the  political  theatre,  and  in  the  walks  of  pri- 
vate lite.  Thev  know,  too  well,  that  those  are 
not  alw9vs  the  be$t  Christians  who  sing  hallelu- 
jah$  on  the  house  top,  nor  have  they  forgotten 
the  celebrated  Sempronius,,  who,  on  the  approach 
of  Cesar,  thundered  war  in  the  Roman  Senate, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  secretly  co-operating 
with  the  traitor  to  overthrow  the.  liberties  of  the 
Roman  people. 

Deeply  impressed,  Mr.  President,  with  the  opin- 


ion, that  the  rejection- of  this  bill  ^rill  give  at 
least  a  temporary  check  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
rising  State  froin  which  I  come,  I  shall  ^ive  mf 
negative  to  the  oiotion  to  strike  aut  the  first,  see- 
tion.  Yes,  sir,  not  only  the  interest,  but  import- 
ance of  that  State  in  the  Union  is  about  to  be 
sacrificed.'  When  I  look  beyond  the  mountains, 
and  remember  that  Kentucxy  has  nurtured  me 
almost  from  my  cradle,  that  she  has  bestowed 
on  me  her  choicest  honors,  my  bosom  is  filled 
with  ^emotions,  of  latitude,  which  impel  me  to 
say  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  Kentucky,  I 
am  only  thine ! 

Satdrdat,  February  16. 

Mr.  CtJTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its  in- 
corporation', correctly  engrossed]  and  the  bfU 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  ^o  cause  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made,  printed, 
and  distributed,'^  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  aifd 
report  thereon  ;.  and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Gii^ican, 
and  ECeed,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  establishing 
trading  houses  with  the  Indian  trjbes,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
ted to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Franklin,  and  Bhadlet^ 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PrESIOBNT  t>F  THE  UNITED  STATES : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  , 

RepreMentativea  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  pow  lay  befpre  Congress  the  treaty  concluded  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1807,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  Great  and  Littio  Osage  tribes  •f  tn- 
diaDs,  with  a  view  to  such  legal  provision  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  for  fiiifilUng  its  stipulations. 

FsB.  16, 16;i.  JAMEB  MADISOK. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  that  Legislature,  approving  the 
measures  of  the  General  Government;  which 
were  read. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  foree 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank -of  the  U nit ed- States,  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1791 ;"  the  moiioa  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  being  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  said,  that  in  seconding 
the  motiop  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  he  had  pursued  a  course  which  in  his  opia- 
ion  was  the.  most  correct.  When  I  first  took  a 
seat  in  Congress  (said  he)  the  course  of  proceed* 
ing  was  to  nz  the  principle  by  resolution,  and, 
that  once  fixed,  to  send  it  to  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  bilh    By  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  fint 
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sMtion  the  furiociple  will  be  tried;  and  the.  Sleii- 
atc,  if  the  QoiioQ  fails^  Will  go  into  a  discussion 
of  the  proVisiofifi  of  the  bill.  This  I  conceive  9. 
btUer  course^  than  for  the  Senate  to  ^o  into  dis- 
enssion  of  the  details  of  a  sabiect  which  would 
probably  be  loltimately  rejected  on  the  general 
ground  of  principle. 

The  ga»tleman  who  introduced  this  subject 
apoke  with  great  animation  and  with  great  feel- 
ittg  againiBt  the  press  or  presses  wbfch  have  an- 
deitaEen  w  give  their  opinions,  upon  this  great 
aad  important  question.  He  spoke  with  much 
warmth,  and  said  that  whoever  knew  him  would 
not  believe  that  he  would  permit  himself  to  be 
dfivea  out  of  lua  opinion  by  any  man  or  set  of 
men.  There  is  no  man,  sir,  the  leaat  acquainted 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  CraW'* 
fobd)  but  will  believe  his  declaration..  But- 
anotber  cesult  may  be  apprehended,  4hat  those 
who  feel  so  great  an  ofieoce  at  the  freedom  the 
press  has  taken;  may^  be  driven  iiito  the -opposite 
course  by  the  irritation  of  th^ir  flings.  Certain- 
ly those  feelings  must  have  been  extremely  strong 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Pope) 
to  iiave  induced  him  to  terminate  his  speech  with 
an  oration  hostile  to  the  press.  Are  the  gentle- 
men from  Georgia  and  Kentucky  the  only  Sen-^ 
aUurs  who  have  had  their  feelings  woui»ded  by 
the  conduct  of  the  press  upon  this  subject?  Sir, 
if  the  gentleman's  opinions  and  sentiments  haye 
been  censured  by  one  description  of  presses,  he 
may  find  consolation  in  hf  ving^been  greatly  eolo- 
gized  in  others.  '  For  mpre  thaot  a  ,ye«r  those  on 
the  same  side  of  this  question  with  myself  have 
liad  their  opinions  tortured  into  every  shape-  to 
destroy  them  in  the  estimation  of  the  people ;  not 
cmif  m  this  session  but  daring  the  last..  Sir, 
tliere  are  some  presses  in  the  Union  which  could 
uoi  exist,  whose  papers  would  not  be  read,  but 
for  the  discussion  itfindiyidual  Character,  la 
any  advantage  to  be  derived  from  complaining, 
of  this  ?  It  results  from  the  nature  and  temper  of 
our  GoveiBment,  and  the  best  way  I  have  erer 
fooad  to  treat  it,  is  with  silent  aontempc.  He 
who  does  otherwise  engages  in  the  contest  at  a 
great  disadvantage,  and  will  seldom  come  out 
the  Tietor.  In  the  same  presses  of  which  those 
gentlemen  complain,  I  have  seen  them  both  eu- 
logized, and  properly,  for  their  conduct  on  the 
subject  <>[  the  embargp  and  West  Florida  ques^ 
tions. 

If  the  press  be  an  evil  in  this  respect,  we  mu^t 
tuhmit  to  it;  those  gentlemen  who  take  a  high 
aad  prominent  stand  most  expect  to  be  noticed. 
Sometimes  gentlemen  will  be  put  down  by  the 
press,  but,  their  conduct  being  correct,  will  more 
bequeatly  be  written  up  by  its  abuse. 

It  has  been  objected  that  this  queetioa  is  dis* 
tossed  on  the  ground  of  party;  and  the  gentle^ 
man  from  Georgia,  as  1.  understood  him,  said) 
that  this  had  been  made  a  party  question  else^ 
where,  and  might  be  so  here^  f Mr.  Cbawfobd 
said  he  had  naentiooed  no  place,  Qut  had  said  that 
this  might  be  made  a  party  ^estion.1  I  under* 
.  stood  the  gentleman  to  say,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  this 
miy  again  be  made  a  party  question.  But  for  (his 


observation  of  the  gentleman  the  subject  of  party, 
would  probably  not  have  been  introduced  at  all ; 
and  we  must  indeed  shut  our  eyes  or  we  cannot 
avoid  seeing  that  this  is  made  a  party  question, 
at  least  on  one  side.    Do  you  see  one  gentleman, 
one  solitary  gentleman  of  one  party,  discrimina- 
ted generally  as  Federal,  who  does  not  vote  for 
this  measure  throughout?  'Do  you  see  one  pub- 
lic body  In  Philadelphia  or  New  York  which- 
has  a  majority  of  Federal  directors  or  agents, 
which  has  not  come  before  you  with  memorial? 
drawn  up  with  the  ibgenuity  of  lawyers,  to  im- 
pose on  your  judgment?     H^ve  not  the  same 
pa^ty  prepared  memorials  and  got  the  subscrip- 
tion or  every  one  of  their  caste,  bringing  forward 
nearly  the  same  number  of  petitioners  as  tliey 
have  of  Federal  voters  ?    H^ve  they  not  done  so 
in  Baltimore  ?    Of  that  city  I- would  say  as  little 
s^  may  he^  for  heing  a  manu&cturing  as  well  as 
a  commercial  city  it  has  stirred  up  an  animosity 
in  some  gentlemen  against  it  not  easily  account- 
ed for.     In  Baltimore,  on  a  warmly  contested 
election,  the  Federal  party  mustered  eight  hun- 
dred and  foprteen  votes,,  all  they  <?ould  parade 
wkh  Cheir  every  exertion^    To  the  petition  for  the 
renewal  of  •the  charter  of  the  bank,  there  are 
eight  hundtr?d  and  forty-odd  signatures!    They 
have  gained  some  few  since  the  latest  contest. 
Js  this  coincidence  of  members,  this  exclusively 
Federal  petitioning,  no  mark  of  party  ?    They 
have  also  got.  one  public  body  in  Baltimore  to 
m^orialize  in  favor  of  the  bank;  the  Test  were 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.    What,  sir,*have  the  other 
^rty  done?    Have  they  disturbed  the  quie^of 
either  Jlouse?    Have  they  brought  forward  the 
mass  of  their  yotersas  signers  to  petitions?    No, 
sir,  they  have  trusted  the  subject  to  their  Repre- 
sentatives, confiding  in  their  dist)osition  and  abili- 
ty to  spesk  their  sentiments.    The  representation 
(k  New  York)  Philadelphia,  Baltimore;  Norfolk, 
and  Charleston,  in  the  Other  House,  have  opposed 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.    Every  city  high  in 
estimation  as  a  commercial  city  is  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  the  charter,  except  Boston.     This 
speaks  with  a  strong  voice  what  are  the  feelings 
of  the  people;  stronger  evidence. cacmot  bepre- 
jiented  to  the  human  mind.    Far  be  it  from  me, 
sir,  to  endeavor  to  wprk  up  the  feeling^  of  patty 
spirit  on  this  occasion  ;  but  the  thing  itself  was 
one  of  the  first  causes  which  created  the  presetft 
parties  and  separated  man  from  mun,  and  bro- 
ther from'  brother.    This  measure  was  originally 
brought  forward  and  adopted  when  the  represen- 
tation in  Congress,  was  not  bottomed  on  an  ac- 
tual supposed  census^  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.    Sixty-fiye  members  composed  Gopgress 
then,  which  was  a  representation  taken  by  accir 
dent.    If  a  proportionate  representation  had  been 
given  to  the.  States  according  to  their  population, 
the  law  probably  would  not  have  patoed.    The 
States  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  had 
each  ^ve  Representatives,  being  thus  placed  on 
an' exact  equality.     Now  North  Carolina  has 
twelve.   South  Carolina  onlv  eight.    What  was 
I  the  vote  then  ?  Out  of  sixty-^ve  members  thirty- 
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nine  voted  for  the  bill.  It  was  not,  as  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  said,  a  subject  fully  discussed  or 
carried  by  a  tremendous  majority. 

The  bank  having  been  formed,  i^  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  take  some  view  of  its  begin 
ningand  its  operation.  At  first  its  operations  were 
cODfined  to  Philadelphia;  it  extended  Jits  branches 
some  time  afterwards  to  Boston,  New  Yock,  Bal- 
timore, and  Charleston.  Wherever  it  extended 
its  influence,  dissension  commenced  ;  wherever 
it  placed  its  jfbot,  it  became  absotutely  necessary 
for  the  States  to  erect  another  babk  to  counter- 
balance its  pecuniary  and  political  influence.  In 
Philadeljihia  it  be^an  to  appose  cert^n  people 
and  turn  down  their  jpaper.  The  State  of  Penn- 
sylYahfa,  in  defence  or  its  own  citizens, created  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania.  Here  was  a  ciieck  upon 
its  pecuniarv  and. political  operations.  I  believe 
I  am  not  ipist^ken  when  I  say  that  soon  after  it 
commenced  in  Bosttm  a  new  bank  was  estab- 
lished there,  from  what  cause  I  know  not.  In 
Baltimore,  sir,  it  soon  taught  us  a  lesson,  and  we 
met  the  lesson  as  other  States  had  done.  Charles- 
ton and  New  York  aeted  in  a  similar  way. 
Operating  as  the  bank  did  on  the  politics  of  the 
country  before  i(s  efiects  were,  neutralized  by 
competition,  man  being  man.,  place  him  where 
vou  will,  those  concerned  in  the  direction  of  the 
bank  felt  power  and  exercised  it.  Whe^  the  Brit* 
ish  treaty  was.pending  before  Congress  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  (as  I  am  informed) themselves 
carried  about  a  memorial  to  Congress  in  itsfavt)r, 
with  what  view  and  with  what  effect  may  easily 
be  conceived.  In  Baltimore  (until  we  were  abl^  to 
check  them  by  other  banks)  its  political  influence 
was  great.  Prior  to  the  grreat  struggle  between 
the  parties,  in  1798,  they  did  permit  one4emocrat 
to  be  within  the  walls  of  the  sanctuary,  (as  a 
director,)  a  gentlemen  of  as  much  respectability 
and  independence  of  character  as  any  one  of  the 
direction.  He  was  however  (immediately  after 
daring  to  give  %is  vote  in  favor  of  a  deojpcratte 
candidate)  put  out ;  and  since  that  time  no  man 
of  democratic  principles  has  been  permitted  to  en« 
ter  iu  walls  as  a  director.  Men  must  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  faet  of  this  being  a  party  institution, 
when  they  see  that  no  democrat  has  been  admitted 
to  the  direction  of  the  bank  but  in  this  city,  and 
New  York,  where  the  collector  was  admitted  a' 
director  for  the  purpose  of  protectios^  the  public 
money  at  the  instance  (it  is  said)  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  Can  we  shut  our  eyes  so 
as  not  to  see  that  men  hostile  to.  the  democratic 
party,  and  of  course  to  the  success  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government,  are  not  the  most  pro- 
per persons  to  have  charge  of  its  pecuniary  con- 
cerns ?  I  would  have  been  very  un\v<illing  tahave 
gone  into  this  part  of  the  subject;  but  when  the. 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  scarcely  able  to  re- 
stiain  bis  rage,  cried  out,  party  1  party!  I  was 
bound  to  show  that  it  was  not  tnose  with  whom 
I  act  who  had  any  agency  In  pressing  the  subject 
of  iMirty, into  the  present  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  reprobates  !he 
system  of  pettjr  mischievous  intrij^ue  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  mea«ures  through  Congress. 


No  man,  sir,  despises  or* contemns  s^h  conduct 
more  than  1  do.  But  on  whose  side  has  this  in- 
trigue been  ?  It  is  necessary  to  put  the  saddle 
on  the  proper  horse.  Have  we  gone  to  insurance 
companies  or  corporations  of  one  kind  or  ano- 
ther? Have  we  intrigued  with  the  people,  to 
induce  them  to  take  sides  with  us?  ^0,  sir,  we 
have  been  tranquil,  we  wanted  no  aid  of  tbmt 
kind.  Have  we  sent  persons  here  to  intrigue 
with  tnembers,  or  a  deputy  to  remain  here  the 
whole  of  the  last  aiid  present  session,  to  explain 
to  Congress,  the  effect  of  patting  down  the  bank) 
and  threaten  ttiein  with  destruction  and  rujn  to 
the  United  States  if  they  passed  the  measure? 
No,  sir,  we  have  had  no  one  here.  Have  we 
stirred  up  the  people  into  town  meetings  to  nid- 
us by  memorials  ?  No  ]such  thing,  sir.  Have 
we  called  meetings  and  induced  honest  mechaa- 
ics  to  come  here  to  influence  Congress  by  idle 
fears, -impressed  upon  them  by  those  who  are 
interested,^ to  tell  a  tale  that  shaJl  answer  our 
purposes?  No,  sir,  we  have  pursued  no  such 
course.  .  *  , 

Respectable -merehnhts.  I  observe,  form  a  part 
of  the  bank  deputies — for  what  ?  To  represent 
the  late  fall  of  the  price  of  flour  as  a  consequence 
of  the  danger  of  the  bank  charter  ))ot  being  re* 
newed,  and  thereby  to  alarm  the  minds  of  meoi- 
bers.  I  am  sorry  that  men  of  such  respectable 
character  did  permit  themselves  to  come  here  on 
such  an  erjand.  I  think  I  have  seen  in  the  pa- 
pery tbikt  one  of  themanufaoturers(now  here)  on 
being  asked  to  sign  a  petition  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  for  twenty  years,  said,  te  ^rould 
rather  cut  ofi"  his  right  hand  than  sign  it ;  he 
wished  only  a  renewal  for  a  short  time  to  give  the 
bank  an  opportunity  t6  wind  up  its  affiilrs.  If  this 
statement  be  true,  and  of  its  truth  I  have  no  cause 
to  doubt,  it  shows  the  depth  of  that  intrigue  which 
sent  this  gentleman  here,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  bis  excellent  chalracter,  to  get  a  renewal 
of  the  pharter  ibr  a  peHod  which  he  never  con- 
templated. These  are  intrigues  for  which  men 
.'ought  to  blush,  and  from  which,  I  thank  <lod, 
we  are  exempt.  At  the  time  these  deputies  ar- 
rived, there  were  three^  mechanics  of  Baltimore 
here,  of  character  inferior  to  none,  and  of  wealth 
inferior  to  few  in  Philadelphia,  and  who  would 
have  given  a  different  v4ew  of  the  subject,  if  they 
bad  been  asked  to  appear  before  the  committee. 
I  thought  it  Unnecessary — I  wanted  no  assistance 
of  thar  kind,  no  species  of  intrigue.  They  did, 
however,  declare,  sir,  that  granting  this  charter 
would  be  a  death-blow  to  the  politics  of  the  State 
of  Maryland.  They  did  believe  the  renewal 
wouid  be  injurious  to  them,  for  neither  they  Bor 
man^  of  the  manufacturers  of  Baltimore  had  re- 
ceived much  advantage  from  the  branch  bank; 
thev  had  their  own  banks,  from  which  they  gen- 
erally received  accommodation.  Another  species 
of  intrigue  is  carried  on,  to  wit,  by  pamphleteer- 
inf^.  The  press  is  groaning  with  pamphlets — ^for 
what  ?  To  teach  the  minds  of  members  on  this 
question,  the  necessity  of  renewal  and  probability 
of  destruction  to  the  nation,  if  their  demands  are 
not  complied  with.    Our  taUes  are  covered  with 
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pamphlets  of  that  tendency.     Has  there  been 
anything  of  the  kind  on  our  part  7 

.  I  will  now  take  a  new  qf  a  part  of  the  subject 
into  which,  permit  me  to  say,  I  Jiave  been  pressea 
by  other  gentlemen,  to  wit:  What  has  been  the 
operation  of  the  bank  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  duties  prior  to  1800?  Prior  to  the  institution 
of  the  bank,  the  collectors  took  the  bonds  of  the 
merchants  for  duties,  received  the  money,  and 
deposited  it  for  s]|fe-keeping  in  the  State  hanks, 
where  there  were  anfy.  A^ter  the  bank  was 
erected,  it  had,  for  sbme  time, but  two  branches; 
still  the  revenue  was  well  collected,  I  aiQ  in- 
formed, where  the  branch  banks  of  the  tJnited^ 
States  were  not  Aa  where  they  were,  and  yet^  it 
is  said,  we  cannot  have  that  reliance  or  confi- 
dence in  the  banks  of  jhe  States  as  we  can  on  the 
branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  MasAchusetts  told  us  that  in 
Sve  New  fingland  States  there  was  but  one  soli- 
tary branch  faink ;  and  I  could  not  find  from  any^ 
thing  that  the  gentlenutn  said,  that  he  apprehend- 
ed any  distress  would  overtake  the  New  England 
States.  The  gentleman  firom  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Pope)  told  us  that,  in  Boston,  the  branch  was 
the  great  bank  of  aeposite ',  that  in  the  trifling 
out-ports  it  was  not  of  so  much  consequence  to 
have  branches,  the  whole  collections  being  drawn 
into  the  brancn  bank  atBoston.  In  order  to  show^ 
that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  these  branch 
banks  in  the  collection  of  the  revenqe,  the  geatle- 
man  (Mr.  Pope)  oufht  to  show  that  the  com- 
pany can  place  a  bank  wherever  money  is  to  be 
collected,  without  enlarging  the  present  capital ; 
for,  if  it  were  extended  beyond  its  present  amount. 
bis  conscience  would  be  pricked  ;  for,  if  I  under- 
stood him,  he  does  not  advocate  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  bank,  if  its  capital  was  extended  be- 
yond what  he  supposes  to  be  necessary. 

[Mr.  Pope  said  hts  idea  was,  that  a  batik  of 
thirty  millions  must  extend  its  branches  where 
there  was  no  nece^ity  for  them,  and  where  banks 
of  another  description  were  competent  to  all  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  societyj 

And,  pt  course  said  Mr.  S.,  if  the  capital  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  the  gentleman's  idea 
of  necessity,  it  would  be  doubtful  whether  it  was 
Constitutional  or  not.    Can  a  ten  million  bank 
extend  itself,  as  the  gentleman  contemplates,  to 
'  every  place  where  .the  United  Slates  have  mon- 
evs  to  collect  ?    In  the  State  of  MassachuseUs 
there  are  tVenty-three  collection  districts :  Bos- 
ton owns  eighty-three  thousand  tons  of  shipping  ;- 
the  only  branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank  m  the 
State  is  in  Boston,  whilst  the  other  ports  of  that 
State  own  two  hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping, 
and  have  no  branch  in  any  of  them.    The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  erred  extremely,* when' he 
supposed  that  those  towns  in  Massachusetts  which 
hiul  no  branch  were  of  little  importance.    In  the 
town  of  Salem,  where  there  is  no  branch  bank, 
there  is,  perhapjs,  more  East  India  trade  than 
&om  any  town  in  the  United  States:  the  town 
of  Nantucket,  also,  is  a  great  trading  place;  the 
.    towB  of  Portland  Is  a  great'  trading  towp,  and 
there  are  a  number  of  other  towns  of  great  cotn- 


mercein  Massachusetts,  none  of  which  have  a 
branch  bank,  and  yet  I  am  informed  from  high 
authority  that  ther^  are  no  towns'  in  the  Union 
where  the  revetiue  is  better  collected  than  in  those 
towns.  The  branch  bank  at  Boston,  then,  may 
be  considered  as  a  treasury  chest,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  collections;  ^n  office  where  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  keeps  an  account  to 
know  wtiether  the  State  banks  transmit  the  money 
properly  to  Boston  or  not. .  I  havje  been  informed^ 
sir,  Dy  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,- that  no- 
where are  collections  better  made  than  where 
there  is  no  branch  bank.  It  is  among  the  most 
ridiculous  of  all.  ideas,  to  say  that  the  bank  has 
any  influence  on  the  payer  of  the  bond.  The 
influence  on  the  payer,  is  this,  and  this  oiily,  that, 
if  the  merchant  does  not  paV  his  bond  when  due, 
h9  has  no  longer  credit  at  the  custom-house;  he 
is  compelled  thereafter,  and  until  bis  bond  is  paid^ 


pay  the  cash  for  all  duties,  and  in  that  way 
ly  dpes  he  suffer.  I  agree  with  the  Secretary 
of  the 'Treasury  that  the  creation  of  banks  haa 
contributed  to  produce  greater  punctuality  pfpay- 
ment;  but  this  arises  as  weil'from^  the  State 
banks  as  from  those  of  the  United  States.  A  note 
given  to  an  individual  now  must  be  paid,  or  the 
credit  of  the  signer  is  lost ;  but  that  has  no  ope- 
ration as  to, the  collection  of  the  revenue.  In  case 
of  non-payments  of  bonds,  what  course  does  the 
bank  pursue  in  relation  to  custom-house'  bonds  ? 
The  Sfime  as  with  ordinary  notes.  If  the  bond 
be  not  paid  when  due,uhe  cashier  returns  it  to 
the  collector,  who  puts  it  in  sui^.  The  bank  is 
a  mere  place  of  deposite  fo^  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  bond,  and  has  no  farther  interest  in  or  discre- 
tion over  it  after  its  payment  is  refused.  There, 
are  in  the  United  Slates,  including  the  Territo- 
ries, ten  banks,  emanating  from  and  indudine  the 
mother  Bank  of  the  United  ^ates ;  and  without 
these  banks  we  are  told  the  revenue  cannot  be 
collected.  This  does  appear  to'me  to  beone  pf 
the  most  extraordinary  arguments  that  ever  en- 
tei'ed  the  mind  of  man.  Let  us  examine  it.  In 
the,  State  ofMassacliusetts  there  is  but  one  bank 
to  collect  from  twenty-three  ports,  possessing,  in- 
dependent of  Boston,  one-fifth  of  the  whple  top- 
nage  of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  bank  of 
the  United  States  in  Connecticut,  and  yet  Con- 
necticut pays  her  duties  as  punctually  as  any 
State. in  the  Union.  There  is  no  branch  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  who  ever  hes^rd  that  Rhode 
Island  did  not  pay  her  duties  puactpally?  Ma- 
ryland has  eight  poru  and  but  one  branch.  Vir- 
ginia has  eleven  ports  and  no  branch,  but  a  little 
one  at  Norfolk,  whose  operation  is  confined  with- 
in the  limits  of  that  tOwQ.  .Where  there  are  no 
branch  banks 'of  the  tJnited  States  in  the  ports  of 
that  State,  (Richmond  and  Petersburg;  for  in- 
stance^) the  duties  are  better  paid  than  where 
there  is  a  branch — I  am  authorized  to  say  so.  In 
North  Carolina  there  is  no  branch  bank,  and  yet 
there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue.  South  Carolina  has  a  branch 
bank.  Qeoirgia,  in  four  ports,  has  but  one  branch. 
My  object,  it  will  be  observed,  is  to  show  that  the 
revenue  has  been  as  well  collected  where  there 
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were  no  branch  banks,  as  where  they  have  ex- 
isted. Let  me  tell  the  p;eot!eiiian,  (Mr.  Pope,) 
that  the  banks  of  the  United  States  afford  no  fa- 
cility in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  that  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  avoid.  I  state  this,  as  dedu- 
cible  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  states  that  there  is  in  the  Bank  of 
Manhattan  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  public  money.  From  what 
cause  did  it  get  there  ?  The  truth,  it  appears, 
was;  that  the  branch  bank  of  the  United  States 
in  New  York  refused  .to  receive  Connecticut  ot 
Rhode  Island  paper,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  compelled  to  deposite  it  in  the 
Manhattan  Bank,  which  bank  agreed  to  receive 
that  paper.  I{ere,  then,  sir,'  we  see  that  a  State 
bank,  although  it  gains'  no  advantage  frbm  the 
deposite  of  Neiw  York^  yet  has  accommodated 
the  Treasury  by  taking  and  accounting  for  the 
bank  paper  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
and  placing  it  in  a  situation  in  which  it  can  be 
made  use  of  with'  facility.  Again,  we  find  that, 
in  Georgetown,  the  Bank  of  Columbia  has  a  de* 
posite  of  $115,000  of  public  money..  How  did  it 
get  there  ?  The  Secretary  informs  us  in  his  re- 
port ',  *^  that  the  deposit^s  in  the  Bank  of  .Colum- 
'  bia  arise  from  occasional  drafts  on  some  collee- 
^'tors  in  Virginia,  and  from  the  receipt  of  moneys, 

*  paid  at  the  Treasury  for  lands,  patents,  d^c,  in 

*  bank  i^otes  not  receivable  at  the  office  of  discount 
*and  deposite,  Washington.^  That  is,  sir,  the 
branch  bank  of  Washington ' refused  to  receive 
Virata  paper  from  those  collectors/ and  refused 
to  give  any  aid  or  assistance  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  except  that  wKich  w^nt  to  their 
own  emolument.  No^  so  with  the  Bi^nk  of 
Columbia ;  it  opened  its  vaults  to  all,  and  if  any 
man  desires  it  he  may  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
Columbia  the  paper  of  Yirffinia,  Maryland,  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  cashier  will  give  him  a 
check  on  some  of  the  banks  of  those  States  for 
the  amount.  This  they  will  hot  do  in. the  branch 
bank.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  notes  of 
the  United  States'  Bank  pervade  the  whole  Uni- 
ted Stktes?  No,  sir,  they  d6  not.  Does  a  gen^ 
tleman.  representing  Ohio,  bring  bank  notes  of 
other  Dtates  to  pay  for  his  constituents  for  land 
bought  of  the  United  States,  or  debts  due  in 
Philadelphki  ?  Can  he  go  to  the  branch  bank 
and  pay  them?  No,  they  are  not  bank  notes  of 
the  United  States,  but  of  the  individii;^!  States, 
and  the  branch  bank  at  Washington  will  refuse 
to  receive  them.  The  Bank  of  Columbia,  on 
the  contrary,  will  receive  them,  and  wiil^  if  he 
wishes,  pay  the  money  in  Baltimore,  Philadel-* 
phra.  Or  New  York,  or  will  pay  it  here  in(o  the 
Treasury.  Wh^t  bank  is  it  that  collects  the  rev- 
enue derived  frojn  the  sales  of  Westerii  lands? 
Not  That  of  the  United  States,  which  is  represent- 
ed as  indispensably  necessary  for  the  colleetion 
of  the  revenue.  No,  sir,  the  collection  is  made 
by  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  bank  estab- 
lished a  branch  at  rittsburz,  and  collects  the 
money  due  the  United  States  from  the  purchasers 
of  puhlie  lands,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 


retary  ( 


There  has  been  one  great  mistake  entertained 
by  a  gentleman  (Mr:  LLoyn)  with  respect  to 
New  Orleans.  He  suj^poses  that  there  is  no  Ter- 
ritorial bank' in  that  city,  and  asks  how  the  col- 
lection of  duties  will  be  made  withoiit  one.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  there  has  a  canital  of 
only  $300,000,  that  of  the  Territory  has  ^J600,000, 
as  good  a  bank  too  as  any  in  tlie  United  States. 
And,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  the 
banks  of  ^ew  Oiieans  are  in  as  good  credit,  and 
have  more  specie,  in.  proportion 'to  the  popolation 
of  the  city,  than  any  banks  in  the  United  States. 
If  we  should  be  fortunate  enough  so  obtain  a 
majority  for  destroying  this  bill  the  gentleman 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  for  any  injuri- 
ous result  arising  at  New  Qxleans.  The  pub- 
lic money  will  hk  as  safe  there  as  in  any  bank, 
and  we  sball  find  as  hbnorable  men  directors  of 
the  Territorial  bank  as  in  ti^at  of  the  branch  bank 
of  the  United  States  established  in  tha;C  city. 

There  is^arcelyan  evil  which  Has  not  been 
attributed  to  the  embargo,  an4  which  is  not  now 
with  as  little  Justice,  attributed  to  the  expected 
non-renewal  of  the  baiik  charter.  Great  failures 
have  lately  taken  place  at  New  York;  bills  of. 
exchange  on  London,  to  a  large  amount,  have 
returned  protested,  and  the  drawers  are  not  able 
to  pay  the  holders,  and  to  the  present  critical  sit- 
uation of  the  baiik  some  gentlemen  attribute  the 
distress  brought  upon  those  who  have  suffered  bf 
these  failures  and  protests.  But,  Mr.  President,, 
what  is  the  real  cause  of  those  failures?  They 
are  confined  principally  to  New  York,  and  majr 
be  attributed  to  the  following  causes:  It  Is  natu- 
ral for  men  born  in  Great  Britain  to  entertaia 
predilections  favorable  to  a  commerce  with  that 
country,  their  connexions,  as  well  commercial  as  of 
family,  are  there:  their  credit  is  there  ;  and,  from 
those  Causes,  the  house  which  has  failed,  and  car- 
ried so  many  others  with  it  in-  its  fall,  has  prob- 
ably directed  the  principal  nart  of  its  commerce 
to  England  ;  they  have,  no  doubt,  shipped  cotton 
and  tobacco,  the  trade  in  which  being  in  a  great 
measure  confined  to  Great  Britain,  the  natural 
consequence  has  been,  that  the  markets  of  Eng- 
laiid  were 'completely  glutted;  tobacco,  except  the 
very  fine  Virginia,  scarcely  paid  the  charges  of 
freight  and  commission,  and  the  loss  on  cotton 
must  have  been  nearly  nfty  per  cent.  The  con- 
signees, tinder  those  circumstances^  refused  to  pay 
the  bills  drawn  upon  shipments  of  those  articles. 
The  bills  returned  orotested,  and  ruin  tp  the  Ame- 
rican shipper  has  oeen  the  consequence*  At  any 
other  time  the  English  merchants  would  hare 
accepted  the  bills,  and  held  the  cargoes  for  a  bet- 
ter market;  but,  at  that  time,,  ruin  stared  every 
man  in  the  face.  No  man  in  London  knew  who 
to  trust,  and  very  few  would  enter  into  engage- 
ments which  they  saw  any  difficulty  iu  meeting. 
No  censure  ought  to  be  attached  to  the  American 
shipper,  for,  by  the  usage  of  trade  between  the 
United  ^States  and  Europe,  the  American  mer- 
chant is  entitled  to  draw  for  two-thirds  the  ainount 
of  his  cargo  on  transmitting  invoices  and  bills  of 
lading  with  orders  (or  insurance.  Other  causes 
have  existed  to  cause  the  preseifit  distress  in  Neir 
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York  and  elsewhere,  lo  wit :  the  seizure,  dfiten- 
tioD  and  confiscation  of  property  in  Denmark, 
Ifnissia,  and  France^  of  ^hlps  and  cargoes  to  the 
amonnt  of  many  millions,  on  the  proceeds  'of 
which  cargoes  merchants  calculated  to  meet  their 
engagements  at  home,  and  to  meet  their  bills 
drawn  on  London. ,  For,  sir,  the  merchants  who 
make  large  shipments  to  the  Continent^  order  the 
greatest  proportion  of  their  proceeds  to  be  remit- 
ted  from  thence  to  London,  and,  on  the  expecta- 
tion thereof,  draw  bills  on ;  their  friends  there. 
DisappQintment  has  beeoi  the  consequence  orsuch 
seizures  and  losses;  protests  of  such  bills  and  ruin 
has  followed.  But,  Mr.  President,  we  might  with 
as  iQuch  propriety  attribute  the  late^great  failure? 
in  England  and  on  the  Codtinerit  to  the  expected 
non-renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  as  those  which 
have  happened  jn  New  York,  or  the  present  distress 
of  the  merchants  in  thie  United  States.  The  returns 
of  the  bills  protested,  to  so  large  an  amount,  of 
course  destroyed  the  merchant's  credit  at  hank; 
he  failed,  and^  by  his  fall,  has  caoised  the  ruin  of 
others.  .When  a  great  hoi^e  fails,  it  is  Like  a 
game  of  nine  pins;  knock  one  down  and  it  will 
probably  carry  with  it  four  or  five  othersi 

When  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  was  up 
yesterday,  made  an  observation  on  the  remarks  of 
my  friend  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Anderson,)  he 
certainly  was  not  warranted  in  what  he  said,  fie 
sopposed  that  my.  friend  fr6m  Tennessee  gave  a 
vote  at  the  last  session  different  from  that  which 
he  should  give. now.  I  can  only  sav  for  him  that 
he  (Mr.  ANobRsoN)  then  said,  unirormly,  '^make 
your  bill  as  good  as  jrou  can,,  but  I  snail  vote 
against  it  on  Constitutional  grounds."  He  wished 
the  bill  perfect,  if  it  should  pass,  though  he  was 
fully  determined  to  vote  against  it. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  President,  in  case  the 
charter  should  not  be  renewed,  that  we  shall  find 
io  future  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  loans.  What 
loans,  I  ask,  have.  Government  ever  received  froip 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  I  recollect,  when 
1  first  entered  Congress^  that  Government  were 
indebted  for  loans  made  from  the  bi^nk,  but  I  also 
recollect  that  the  bank  complained  of  the  loans 
as  an  inconvenience,  and  that  Congress  took  the 
earliest  measure  in  their  power  to  pay  them  off, 
and  have,  since  that  period,  made  no  new  loan 
from  the  bank  until  that  made  jpayable  th^  first 
of  January  last    I  will  not  inquire  whether  even 
'  that  loan  was  necessary,  but  I  will  venture  to 
promise,  sir,  and  will  give  any  security  that  may 
be  required,  that  the  State  banks  will  give  a  sim- 
ilar accommodation^  to  wit:    If  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  deposite  with  the  State  banks 
two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  money,  (the  amount  of  the  late  loan,)  they 
will  lend  Government  to  the  same  amount,  and 
thua  do  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
dooe,  lend  you  your  own  money^  and  very  kindly 
receive  from  you  an  interest  of  six  percent,  there- 
for.   We  are  told  that  the  bank  has  lately  lessen- 
ed the  discounts  of  individuals  ten  per  cent.,  and 
that  the  merchants  are  thereby  greatly  distressed. 
Is  that  a  facti    If  it  is,  and  great  distress  has 
euaned  therefrom,  what  will  be  the  distress  of  the 


merchants  If  the-bitl  now  before  ybu  shall  pass ; 
and  if^  agreeably  to  its  provisions,  Congress  should 
(at  any  tilbe  hereafter)  call  on  the  bank  for  the 
loan  of  four  miUions  jprofnised  by  the  biin  If, 
sir,  a  lessening  of  their  discounts  one-tenth  per 
cent,  creates  distress,  what  will  t)e  the  conse- 

?|uence,  when,  bv  a  loan  of  four  millions,  called 
or  from  the  bank,  the  bank  shall  be  compelled  to 
lessen  the  discounts  four-tedthsl 

But,  sir,  the  promise  to  lend  four  miltionsfVom 
a  bank  often  millions  is  idle;  it  is  worse^  It  is  de- 
ception on  tb€i  face  of  it.  The  loan,  if  made, 
would  not  be  from  the  bank  but  from  the  mer- 
chants, wnose  discounts  would  thereby  be  lessen* 
ed^nd  whose  ruin  wodld  follow. 

We  are  told  tnat.  if  the  charter  of  this  bfenk  be 
not  reviewed,  and.tne  funds  of  the  United  States 
be  deposited  in  the  Sute  banks,  it  will  be  extreme- 
ly unsafe,  because,  it  is  said,  we  can  have  no  con- 
trol over  them.  And,  I  wish  to  know,  sir,  what 
control  we  have  over  the  Bank  of  the  united 
States?  None,  but  the  same  as  we  may  have 
over  the  State  banks.  We  cannot  checl^  the 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
it  they  obtain  this  charter,  they  will  kiiow  that 
they  can  have  their  charter  renewed  whenever 
they  please  ;  so  that,  the  fear  of  a  non-renewal  of 
their  charter  will  have  no  operation  on  them  in 
future.  You  will  have  a  much  greater  control 
over  the.  State  banks,  because  you  are  under  no 
obligation  to  put  money  in  them,  and  you  can 
change  then^  whenever  you,  tbink  proper ;  the 
danger  of  losing  the  public  deposites  will  ftlways 
be  1^  sufficient  control  over  their  conduct.  The 
security.of  the  State  banks  is  doubted,  however ; 
and  we  are  told,  very  gravely,  indeed,  that  there 
is  much  more  .security  in  the  mother  bank,  and 
her  nine  children,  than'  in  ten  independent  banks. 
This  I  must  deny.  I  should,  as  a  merchant,  place 
more  confidence  in  ten  independent  houses  than 
in  one  with  nine  branches. 
,  At  this  point,  Mr.  Smith— being  unwell— gave 
way  for  an  adjournment. 

MoNUAT,  February  18. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Ralph  Ed- 
dows,  stating  that  he  has  a  considerable  quantity 
of  merchandise  imported  in  the  ship  George 
Washington,  whereof  Luderic  Krumhhaar  is 
owner,  and  which  is  now  under  detention,  as 
having  arrived  subsequent  to  the  revival  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  and  praying  relief,  for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  ^vas 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee^  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  7th  of  December,  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  concerns  the  relations  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Prance  and  Great  Britain,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Anderson,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  David  Porter,  a  commander  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee,  further  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Franklin,  and 
<3beoo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
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The  Senate  resamed  the  coosideracioQ  of  their 
amendmeots,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bilK  entitled  *'  An  act  pro- 
ving for  the  removal  of  the  land  office  established 
at  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tenpessee,  and 
Canton,  in  the  State- of  Ohio;  and  to  authorize 
the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to 
superintend  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district 
east  of  Rearl  river." 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives,  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  att  authoriz- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  in- 
dex to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made, 
printed,  and  distributed,"  reported  it  without 
amepdroent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin 
l4ewis,  Samuel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  bill  ^as  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cooxmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  Incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  passed 
QP  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791.". 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  he  was  not  in. the  habit  of 
asking:  the  indulfi;ence  of  the  Senate,  button  the 
day  when  he  spoke  last  he  had  been  very  unwell. 
H^  then  had  occasion  to  observe,  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  on  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings by, the  bank  on  Tts  first  establishment. 
It' has  been  observed,  said  he,  by  an  honorable 
eentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  ^^  that 
*  the  question  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
'  was  not  originally  a  party  question,  and  had  not 
'  excited  much  sensibility  at  the  time."  WhfO 
first  this  question  came  before  Congress,  sir,  it 
excited  not  a  little  sensatioa.  The  doings  of  the 
convention  having,  been  recent,  were  then  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  suc4i  of  the  members  of  Congress 
as  had  been  in  that  body.  To  them  it  was  wcftl 
known  that  an  unsuccessful  attempt  had  been 
made  in  that  convention  to  give  the  power  of 
creating  charters.  The  Subject,  it  is  well  known, 
was  very  fully  and  amply  discussed  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  charter.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  has,  in  the  course  of  his  argument^ 
disclaimed  all  authority,  and  depends  (as  every 
gentleman  should)  on  a  fair  con.struciion  of  the 
instrument  itself.  Not  so  with  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Popfi ;)  he  bottomed  himself  on 
authority,  ai^i  called  in  to  his  aid  the  great  name 
of  Washington.  He  told  us  also  of  the  able 
support  that  measure  received  from  a  gentleman 
for  whose  virtues  and  talents  he  alwav^  had  the 
highest  respect,  although  generally  differing  from 
him  ift  politics;  h6  meant  General  Hamilton. 
He  alsd  called  in  to  his  aid  the  opinions  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    These,  sir 


are  powerful  authorities.  General  WASHiNOTa^f, 
it  is  true,  signed  the  charter,  and  gave  it  the 
sanction  of  his  name  and  authority.  But  let  it 
be  recollected,  sir,  that  General  Wasbinoton 
demurred  oi/tne  bank  bill  till  the  last  hour  of  Xhe 
ten  days,  and  that  he  signed  it  reluctantly  at  last. 
He  took  .the  opinion  of  ih^  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.- Hamilton,  on  the  subject;  it  was 
an  able  one,  and  he  being  at  the  bead  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  it  Hiad  in  consequence  a 
powerful  effect  ^n  the  mind  of  General  Wash- 
ington. It  was  as  ably  resisted  in  point  of  argu- 
ment by  the  late  President  o/the  United  States; 
and  however  high  may  be  my  opinion  of  the 
Ulents  of  General  Hamifton,  I  must  venture  to 
believe,  that  in  point  of  a  discriminating' mind, 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  no  wise  .bis  inferior.  .The 
charter,  also,  was  opposed  by  the  then  Attorney 
General  of 'the  United  States,  (Edmund  Ran- 
dolph,) a  Qxan  inferior  to  few  in  point  of  legal 
knowledge 4  and  but  for  the  impression  made  on 
General  Washington  by  General  Hamilton, 
"(whose  beinff  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment added  great  weight  to  his  opinion,}  he 
probably  never  would  have  signed  it.  In  the  dis- 
cussioii  of  that  question  a  very  able  part  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Madison.  The  name  of  that  gen- 
tleman as  President  of  the  United  States  has  been 
made  use 'of  hj  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky; 
I  am  not  ceruin  that  we  are  entirely  in  order 
when  we  undertake  to  brin^  into  debate  the  name 
and  opinions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  havinff,  however,  been  donie,  I  should 
presume  that  I  shall  not  be  out  of  order  in  "^ur- 
surnff  the  same  course;  The  arguments  of  that 
g^entleman  on  that  occasion  add  another  wreath 
to  his  fame.  Neither  was  its  rejection  less  ably 
advocated- on  that  day  by  my  iriend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Giles.)  In  point  of  authority  I  pro- 
duce tnese,  as  at  least  equal  to  those  brought  for- 
ward by  my  friend  from  Kentuck^r-  We  arc 
therefore  left,  as  we  ought,  to  exercise  our  owa 
judgments  on  -this  instrument  itself,  the  author- 
ities being  counterpoised. 

I  have  already,  sir,  taken  a  short  view  of  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  by  the  bank  for  the  col* 
lectixMi  of  th?  revenue.  Ferjtnit  me  to  pursac 
that  point.  Prior  to  the  establish meut  of  any 
branch  bank  in  the  United  States,  the  collectors) 
as  I  have  already  stated,  did  collect  each  lor  him- 
self;  and,  after  the  money  irad  been  so  collected, 
they  paid  it  over  into  the  banks,  either  of  the 
States  or  the  United  States,  where  it  was  de- 
posited for  safe-keeping,  the  banks  being  ac- 
countable to  the  Treasury  for  the  amount.  There 
was  no  diflBculty  at  that  time  that  I  ever  heart 
of  in  conveying  the  public  money  wherever  w 
exigencies  of  the  country  might  require.  After 
the  branch  banks  were  extended,  no  use  wa« 
made  of  them  but  as  places  of  safe-keeping  for 
the  public  money.  They  had  no  instrumentality 
whatever  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  prw^ 
to  the  year  1800,  simply  treasure  boxes  (ifyoti 
please)  in  which  the  public  money  was  depos- 
ited. This  was  the  course  of  business  for.  nine 
or  ten  years  after  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  toe 
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IlDited  States  had  been  created.  No  use,  I  rs* 
peat,  whate?er  (for  nine  yeiurs  of  its  existence) 
was  erer  made  of  the  bank  or  its  branches  for 
the  coUectioa  of  the  revenue;  they  were  mere 
places  of  safe  deposited  If  they  Were  necessary 
and  all-essential,  why.  were  they -not  necessary 
and  equally  essential  at  all  times?  Was  not  the 
revenue  equally  as  well  collected  for  the  first 
nine  years  of  their  existence  as  it  has  been  since, 
and  with  as  little  loss  to  the  public  ?  In  one  thbus* 
and  eight  hundr?d,a  bill  was  brought  in  and  passed. 
If  mv  recollection  serves  me,  I  was  the  author  of 
it.  My  object,  whether  I  was  the  author  of  it  or 
not,  was  not  to  aid  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 
Such  an  idea  never  entered  my^  mind.  I  knew 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  was  then  Well  niajde. 
What,  then,  induced  me  to  bring  in  or  advocate 
that  biin  It  was  this :  fhe  collectors  gave  bond 
and  security  when  xhey  entered  the  office;  I 
feared  that  they  mi^ht  aid  those  gentlemen  who 
became  their  securities,  and  (torn  time  to  time 
lend  to  them  '(for  their  prhrate  uses)  the  public 
money.  It  appeared  to  me.  that  it  was  to  the 
private  interest  of  the  collectors,  as  well  as  the 
public  interest,  to  deposite  thebondstaken  for  the 
revenue  in  the  great  towns  within  the  batiks  of 
the  United  States.  Pripr  to  1800,  the  collectors 
took  the  bonds  themselves  and  kept  them  in  their 
offices.  To  put  it  out 'of  their  power  (if  they 
were  so  disposed^  to  lend  their  friends  the  pubiio 
money.  I  was  induced  to  support  that  billj  and  I 
haTe  no  doubt  that  k  did  save  the  public  money 
in  some  instances  from  the  effects  of  the  failures 
in  1798.  The  bonds  in  the  six  ^reat  towns  were. 
after  that,  as  the  law  of  1800  directed,  deposit^ 
in  the  bank  and  its  branches,  aod  collected  by  a 
short  notice  being  sent  from  the  bank  to  the  mer- 
chaDt,  to  wit :  that  his  bond  became  due  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  and  the  bonds  were  ever  after  paid  into 
those  banks.  The  bai^i^s  had  no  instrumentality 
whatever  in  obtaining  (except  in  that  way)  pay- 
merst  of  those  bonds.  Compulsory  process  was 
not  found  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but 
in  the  revenue  laws ;  if  the  debtor  did  not  pay 
the  bond  when  it  became  due,  he  lost  all  credit 
at  the  custom-house,  and  roust  thereafter  pay 
cash ;  he  is  put  under  the  ban.  This  is  a  lien  on 
vh is  punctuality,  and  it  is  such  a  lien  as  secures 
to  Crovernment  the  punctual  payment  of  the  re- 
venue. However  unable  the  merchant  may  be 
to  pay  the  debts  due  to  Individuak,  every  exe^^ 
tion  will  be  used  by  him  .to  pay  the  debts  due  to 
the  United  States  for  his  bonds.  I  trust  that  from 
this  practical  exposition  of  the  operation  of  the 
banks,  (and  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  I  am 
bold  to  say  it  is  a  correct  one,)  that  no  gentleman 
will  doubt  that  State  banks  will  be  as  efficacious 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  as  those  of  the 
United  States  have  been. 

Bat  in  the  event  of^a  non-renewal,  we  are 
asked,  how  are  we  to  pay  the  Army  aod  Navy, 
and  the  public  officers  ?  Precisely  in  the  manner 
we  have  always  paid  them,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  banks.  •  At  New  Orleans  (where 
A  greater  part  of  our  Army  now  is)  the  public 
money  will  be  deposited  in  the  bank  of  that  Ter- 


ritory, consisting  of  a  capital  of  $600,000— a  bank 
as  well  and  as  honorably  conducted  as  that  of 
the  United  States.  For  a  draft  of  the  Paymaster 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  on  that  bank, 
the  deputy  paymasters  will  have  the  option  to 
take  either  paper  or  hard  dollars.  J  may  add. 
that  the  Territorial  bank  paper  is  as  well  received 
and  in  as  good  credit  as  the  paper  of  the  branch 
bank  at  New  Orleans. .  How  is  your  Navy  gene- 
rally paid  off?  By  a  Treasury  warrant  on  the 
Bank  of  Columbia,  (which  is  not  a  branch  bank,), 
and  which  is  paid  in  brarich  or  other  paper  at  the 
option  of  the  holder.  Would  this  paper^by  such 
means  he  made  a  coin  of  the  United  States?  No, 
sir,  it  would  have.no  such  effect.  If,  however, 
the  purser  of  the  Navy  should  ask  specie  for  his 
Treasury  warrants,  the  Bank  of  Columbia  would 
give  it  to  him;  it  is  at  his  option  to  take  the  one 
or  the  other.  In  like  manner  your  public  officers 
will  be  paid. 

In  what  paper,  the  gentleman  asked,  will  your, 
duties  be  collected  ?  In  that  kind  of  paper  which 
the  collectors  or  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury 
will  t-hinkas  secure  asthal  of  the  United  States. 
If  a  merchant  offers  to  pav  his  bond  with  paper 
not  approved  of  by  the  cashier  of  the  State  bank^ 
(where  the  bonds  are  deposited,)  he  will  refuse 
to  receive  such  paper.  What  wilL  be  the  conse- 
quence? The  merchant  must  pay-approved  paper 
or  specie,  or  his  credit  will  be  lost  at  the  custom- 
house; the  consequence  I  have  already  stated. 
As  1  have  observed,  sir,  let  the  gentleman  look 
into  the  respective  States,  among  the  farmers, 
merchants,  and  planters,  of  the  interior,  and  see 
what  proportion  of  the  paper  in  circulation  is  that 
of  the  United  Statcfs — I  venture  to  say  not  one  for 
ten ;  and  it  arises  from  this  circumstance,  that  the 
agents  and  factors  of  the  farmers  and  planters  dp 
business  principally  with  the  State  banks. 
^  But,  Mr.  President,  some  kind  of  inconvenience, 
it  is  thought,  will  result  from,  the  dissolution  or 
the  b&tik,  because  its  paper  is  an  universal  medi- 
um. Sir,  there  will  be  anxinderstandins  between 
the  banks  of  the  different  States;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  tells  you  that  arrangements 
are  nearly  completed  to  attain  that  o^ect;  the 
Secretary  does  not  complain  of  the  inconveni- 
ence that  some  gentlemen  appear  to  apprehend. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  more  accounts  the  Trea- 
sury opens  with  the  ^tate  banks  the  easier  will 
be  th^  transmission  of  the  public  money.  What 
is  the  present  mode  of  making  remittances  by  in- 
dividtlals  from  New  York  to  Richmond?  A 
merchant  in  New  York  wishes  to  purchase  five 
hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  Richmond.  If 
he  a](|[nies  to  the  branch  bank,'aad  says  he  wishes 
to  make  a  remittance  for  (he  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing tobacco  at  Richmond,  the  branch  bank  will 
not,  cannot  aid  him ;  but  if  he  applies  to  the  Man- 
hattan. Farmers,  or  Mechanic^  Bank,  they  will 
take  his  money  and  give  him  a  check  on  Rich- 
mond to.enablehitd  to  make  his  purchase.  Here 
then  is  a  Convenience  not  afforded  by  th&U^iiled 
States'  Bank  and  its  branches.  In  the  same  way 
will  the  State  banks  act  in  relation  to  thtf  funds 
of  the  Government.    The  Government  wants 
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$100,000  at  New  York.  They  have  it  not  there,, 
but  ha?e  it  however  at  RichmoDd.  All  the  Sec- 
retary oflhe  Treasury  will  have  to  do,  will  be  to 
direct  the  cashier  of  the  Virginia  Bank  to  siend 
8100,000  to  New  York.  It  is  done  every  day  for 
individaals,and  no  inconvenience  is  experienced. 
Suppose  a  merchant  in  New  York  wants  to  ^qy 
a  cargo  ID  Baltimore ;  he  applies  to  the  branch 
bank  in  New  York,  takes  odt  their  notes  and 
sends  them  toBaltimqref  to  boy  his  cargo;  he 
will  fpply  to  the  branch  bank  of  Baltimore,  and 
say,  "  here  are  notes  of  the  branch  bank  of  New 
York,  give  me  money  for  tbegi  1"  No,  sir,  the 
cashier  will  not  receive  them,  the  branch  bank 
will  not  take  the  paper  even  of  the  mother  bank. 
They  may  do  it  to  oblige  particular  gentlemen, 
but  tb^y  %re  not  obliged  to  do  it.  I  have  said 
that  the  paper  of  the  mother  bank  is  not  a  pay* 
ment  to  the  branches-;  nor  are  the  bank  notes, of 
the  bram^hes  to  the  mother  Innk.  £4ch  branch 
is  bound  only  to  receive  its  own  paper,  and  not 
that  either  of.  the  bank  or  any  of  iCs  branches. 
For  instance,  lately  (qs  I  am  informed)  the 
branch  bank  of  Baltimore  beings  called  on  hy,  the 
mother  bank  for  specie,  applied  to  the  Union 
Bank  for  specie,  for  a  debt  due  by  that  bank  of 
$50,00(L  Assigning  as  a  reasott  that  they  were 
called  4rpon  foj;  specie  by  the  mother  bank*  The 
cashier  of.  the  Union  Bank  said,  as  was  natural, 
we  have  notes  of  that  bank  to  the  amount  of  $100,- 
000,  we  wilt  pay  you  in  them;  her  own  paper  will 
certainly  be  as  a  good  a  payment  to  her  as  specie. 
No,  was  the  answer;  you  must  give  the  specie; 
and  the  specie  was  paid.  The  Union  Bank  was 
in  consequence  compelled  to  send  to  Philadel- 
phia at  its  expense,  for  payment  of  the  notes 
which  it  held  of  that  very  bank.  A  similar  trans- 
action (I  have  been  told)  took  place  between  the 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  New  York  and  the  branch 
bank  of  that  city.  I  state  thefie  cases  to  show 
that  the  paper  d*  the  mother  baok  is  not  a  uni^' 
-versal  medium,  not  even  payment  to  her  own 
branchjBs;  whereas,  in  the  Understanding  which 
exists  from  Richmond  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 
from  the  Bank  of  Columbia  to  the  bank  in  Balti- 
more, and  thence  to  New  York,  the  paper  of  each 
will  be  received  by  each,  and  when  too  great  a 
balance  exists  against  either^  Hs  paper  is  sent  to 
the  debtor  bank,  for  which  itreturns  specie.  I 
cannot  belietve  that  any  gentleoaan  can  seriously 
suppose  that  bank  paper  can  be  considered  as 
com.  It  is  true  that  by  your  law  all  the  paper  of 
the  mother  bank  and  its  branches,  is  receivable  in 
payment  for  duties ;  but  it  is  not  a  currency  in 
all  cases,  because  it  is  not  a  teqder  in  any,  except 
for  duties,  and  if  I  owe  a  note  at  the  branch  bank 
of  Baltimore,  and  offer  to  pay  mother  bank  paper. 
It  is  optional  with  the  branch  whetheY  it  will  re- 
ceive it  or  not.^  I  have  no  way  of  compelling 
them  to  receive  it,  because  no  paper  is  a  tender  to 
It,  but  that  of  its  own  branch,  except,  as  I  hav« 
said,  for  public  dues. 

1  have  been  referred  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  C.)  to  the  late' letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  been  told  by 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope)  that  he  is 


willing  to  place  his  faith  on  the  great  talents  of 
the  head  of  the  Treasury.  I  am  not  flfofng  to 
contest  the  talents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Nor  hav^  I  the  smallest  objection  to  his 
letter  on  this  subject  as  respects  the  information 
it  has  given.  I  respect  it  as  that  of  one  of  the  high 
officers  of  dur  Government,  and  hope  I  never 
shall  be  found  (from  any  fortuitous  circumstan- 
ces) to  doubt  its  due  authority.  I  shall  treat  it 
as  I  would  |dl  the  reports  from  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, with  respect;  but  I  will  not  be  bound 
by  the  report  or  pin  my  faith  (as  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,' Hr.  P.  proposes  to  do)  on  the  sleeve 
of  any  man  Veathing.  I  did  not  object  to  this 
letter,  but  I  bad  an  objection  to  bringing  in  by 
committees  a  support  of  this  kind,  which  is  to 
have  the  prepoQoerating  force  of  a  report  of  the 
head  of  &  department^  to  the  aid  of  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  question.  I  did  state,  and  now 
repeat  it,  that  in  1793  and  1794,  so  powerful  an 
instrument.did  such  reports  become,  in  support 
of  improper  measures,  that  the  House  was  offend- 
ed, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Hamilton)  was  compelled  to  confine  himself  ever 
after  to  the  handing  in  reports  stating  facts,  with- 
out being  allowed  to  ffive  opinions  and  ta  use  ar- 
gumentsf  in  support  of  them.  An  intimation  was 
given  by  a  resolution^of  the  House,  and  we  bad 
afterwards  no  arguments  sent  to  us  by  the  Trea- 
sury.. We  received  facts,  statements,  and  docu- 
ments, and  were  permitted,  to  form  our  own  opin- 
ions. A  course  however  has  been  latteriv  taxen 
in  our  proceedings  which  fully  justifies  tne  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia  in  the  course 
that  lie  has  pursued  as  chairman,  and  will  also 
justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  in  the 
{l^reater  part  of  his  letter.  I  am  not  to  be  under- 
stood, as  having  (on  a  former  occasion)  cast  cen- 
sure on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  writing 
the  letter ;  it  becanie  bis  duty  to  answer  the  in- 
quiries of  the  chairman  of  the  committee ;  he  did 
so.  But  the  letter  is  now  before  us,  and  having 
been  referred  to  hy  the  gentleman  from  Ken* 
tucky,  I  will  tak^  it  up  in  its  parts,  and  in  doinff 
so  I  nave  no  disposition  to  inflict  the  least  wound 
on  the  feelings  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  begins  with  saying.  "  Havhiff  already  in  a 
'  report  to  the  Senate  of  March  20,  ISOd,  expressed 
'  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter 

*  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  opinion 
'  which^emains  unchanged,  I  can  only  add  a  few 

*  explanatory  remarks  tn  answer  to  the  inquiries  of 

*  the  committee,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  yester- 

*  day."  Here  then,.sir,  he  bottoms  himself  and 
his  opinions  on  the  report  of  1809,  for  a  national 
bank — a  bank  truly  national,  not  of  the  limited 
capital  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  which  .is 
scarcely  enouj^h  for  the  pocket  expense  of  the 
merchants  in  a  single  city — not  a  ten  millioa 
bank,  which  was  adequate  to  all  the  purposea  for 
which  it  was  intended  twenty  years  ago;  but  not 
noW)When  we  have  grown  up  to  a  state  of  compari* 
tive  grandeur.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
wants  a  bank,  I  presume,  something  similar  to  that 
which  was  proposed  at  the  last  session ;  to  which, 
if  I  recollect  fight,  my  friend  from  Kentucky  was 
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opposed.  If  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  be  the 
authority  on  whieh  my  friend  wishes  to  bottom 
himself,  he  ought  to  take  the  whole  of  it.  The 
Secretary  does  not  mean  by  that  paragraph  to 
advoeate  a  simple  renewal  of  the  charter,  but  a 
national  bank,  capable  of  extending  its  ramifica- 
tions into  e^erv  State,  and  placing  branches  in 
every  State  and  town  where  large  collections  of 
public  money  are  made.  That  being  the  view 
of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury.  I  wish  we  had 
known  how  at  the  last  session  to  nave  drawn  out 
his  aid  in  support  of  hb  own  measure,^  Again,  the 
Secretary  says.  "The  banking  system  is  now 
*  firmly-established,  and  In  iu  ramifications  extends 
'  to  every  part  of  the  United  Stales.  Under  xHt 
'  system  the  assistance  of  banks  appears  to  me  ne* 
'  eessary  for  the  punctual  collection  of  tharevenue, 
'  and  for  the  safe  keeping  and  transmission  of 

Eublic  moneys.'^  Here  the  -Secretary  says^  the 
anking  system  has  extended  its  ramifications  in 
every  part  of  the  United  Statea.  True,  sir,  but 
it  is  not  the  banking  system  of  the  United  States ; 
that  system  only  affects  a  few  cities.  What  then 
Are  the  ramifications  he  alludes  to?  .  The  State 
hanksL  through  whose  instrumeotality  collections 
have  beeen  made  with  as  much  honor,  punctu- 
ality, and  correctness,  as  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  with  more  facility.to  the  Govern- 
meat,  because  those  banks  will  receive  the  p^per 
of  other  banks  in  payment;  whereas  the  branch 
banks  will  not. 

"That  the  punctuality  of  payment  is  princi- 
'  pally  due  to  banks  is  a  fact  generally  acknowi- 

*  edged."  Th^t  is,  sir,  that  the  banking  system 
has  introduced  punctuality  between  mat)  and 
niaDi  "Which  has  created  a  regularity  in  all  pecu-^ 
Djar V  transactions.  The  Secretary,  however,  cer- 
UiDly  cannot  mean  to  attribute  that  punctuality 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral system  of  banking.  The  sentence  is,  how- 
ever, ambiguous. 

"  Its  punctoalitj  is  to  a  certain  degree  enforced 
'  hy  the  refoeal  ot  credit  at  the  custom-^ous^,  so 
'  lon^  as  a  former  revenue  bond,  actually  due,  re- 
'  mams  unpaid.''  Here,  sir,  1  disagree  with  the 
Secretarv.  Punctuality  in  payment  is  not  in  a 
certain  degree  enforcecl  by  a  refusal  of  credit  at 
the  custom-house,  but  by  that  alone.  The  reAisal 
of  credit  at  the  custom-house  is  alone  the  real 
enforcing  eaufe*.  It  was  not  therefore  wise  or 
correct  in  the  Secretary  to  insinuate  that  it  was 
only  in  a  certain  degree.  The  loss  cJf  credit  at 
the  custom- house. will  always  compel  the  mer- 
chants to  pay  their  bonds  to  the  United  States, 
however  they  may  deal  with  individuals. 

The  Secretary  then  goes  oa  to  state  that,  "  he 
'  thinks  nevertheless  that  in  order  to  insure  that 
'  precision  in  the  collection,  on  which  depends  a 
[  corresponding  discharge  of  the  public  engaee- 

*  meats,  it  would,  if  no  use  was  made  of  InLncs, 
'  be  found  necessary  to  abolish  altogether  the 
'  credit  now  given  on  the  payment  of  duties."  If 
no  nsewas  made  of  banks,  credit  he  thinks  should 
be  abolished  at  the  custom-house ;  and  gentlemen 
who  read  this  cursorily  will  be  apt  to  apply  the 
renuut  to  the  Bank  oi  the  United  States.    Not 
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so  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ^the  sentence 
is  ambiguous,  but  .he  must  mean  that  if  there 
were  no  banks  of  any  kind,  punctuality  between 
man  and  man  would  not  be  so  assured,  and  the  ' 
merchants  would  not  be  so  competent  to  meet 
their  engagements,  as  they  would  if  aided  by 
banks.  ' 

•*9tate  banks  may  be  used,"  (says  thif  report:) 
"  and  must,  in  case  of  a  non-renewal  of  the  Charter, 
be  used  by  the  Treasury.  Preparatory  arrangements 
have  already  bepn  made  ta  that  efieet ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  ordinary  bnsihesS  will  be  transacted 
through  their  medium,  with  less  convenience,  and  in 
some  respects  with  perhaps  less  safety  than  at  present, 
but  without  any  insuperable  difficulty ;  nor  will  the 
United  States  have  any  other. control  over  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  of  the  banks  ,may  be  conducted 
than  what  may  tesult  from  the  power  of  witiidrawmg 
the  public  deposttes." 

What  inconvenience  can  there  be  7  None  that 
I  cap  imagine,  nor  will  there  be  any.  The  safety 
will  be  the  same,, for  let  me  agam  repeat,  that 
the  Treasury  has  no  more  control  over  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  law  as  it  now- 
exists,  then  it  will  have  over  the  State  banks. 
What  control  (it  may  be  asked)  will  the  Trea- 
sury have  over  the  State  bankst  A  powerful 
one,  in  my  opinion.  If  it  do  not  appear  that  jthey 
are  conducting  your  and  their  affairs  safely,  the 
Secretary  will  take  the  public  deposites  from  such 
and  place  them  in  others:  you  can  tbusvoperate 
powerfully  OB  the  interests  of  those  with  whom 
the  public  deposites  are  made.  Have  you  more 
control  now  over  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
No,  sir,  not.so  much,  for  the  law  compels  the  Sec- 
retary to  deposite  the  public  bonds  with  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  and  he  has 
no.  power  to  withhold  them. 

1  am  bold  to  say,  sir,,  that  the  State  banks  are 
conducted  wtta  ae  much  prudence  and  as  much 
security  in  the  large  towna  as  that  of  the  United 
States;  In  .Virginia,  as  i  have  already  stated, 
there  is  a  trifling  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  off  $300,000  dollars  capital.  That 
branch  is  in  a  corner  of  the  State,  with  which  the 
people  of  Virginia  liive  very  little.intercourse. 
Their  great  intercourse  is  with  the  banks  of  Rich-, 
mond  and  Fredericksburg.  What  is  the  state  of 
the  specie  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  ?  It  is  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  Ban^  of  the  United  States.  I 
believe  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  it  has  near  two 
millions  of  dollars  in  its  vaults  at  present — it  gen- 
erally divides  eight  per  cent. — the  last  dividend 
was  ten.  Here  then  is  a  dividend  greater  than 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
Bank  of  Virginia  has  none  of  that  check  from  the 
Ufiited  Stiktes'  Bank  which  is  deemed  bv  my 
friend  from  Georgia  so  necessary  to  the  regularity 
of  State  banks.  [Mr.  Graw/oro  explained,  "  that 
those  who  gave  testimony  against  themselves  cer- 
tainly might  be  believed ;  and  the  State  batiks 
had  themselvas  stated  that  they  were  kept  in  a 
salutary  check  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."] 
Mr.  S..  continued.  I  am  happy  tb  iearn,  sir, 
Whence  the  gentleman  drew  his  xonckiaion  that 
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the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessary,  to 
keep  the  State  banks  in  check.  I  do  not  know 
what  species  of  directors  they  can  be  who  tell  us 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
haye  the  United  States'  Bank  to  check  them  and 
keep  them  from  iojurin^  themselves.  ^It  is  the 
old  doctrine  of  Mr.*  Morris  revived  in  a  new  form, 
that  the  people  are  their  own  worst  enemies. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  the  directors  of  any  bank 
wouM  state  that. the  Bank. of  the  United  States 
was  necessar^ji  to  check  them  ?  If  it  be  so  in 
Philadelphia,  it  is  certainly  not  so  in  Richmond, 
where  they  have  not  this  checL  So  far  irom  the 
branch  in  Virginia  keeping  the  State  banks  in 
check,  the  Bank  oj  Virginia  always  keeps  the 
branch  at  Norfolk  in  check.  The  Secretary  does 
not  give  his  positive  opinioa  on  the  competency, 
of  State  banks  to  the  transmission  of  revenue, 4u;. 
but  says,  "  it  may  be  added,  that  even  for  ordi|iary 
'  business  of  receiving  and  transmitting  public 
'  moneys,  the  use  of  a  State  bank  may  be  K^rbid^ 
'  den  by  the  State,  and  that  l6ans  to  the  United 
'  States  are  by  many  of  the  cfhariers  forbidden, 
'without  a  special  permission  irbm  the  Siate.^' 
If  there  be  any  such  charters,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  need  not  make  use  of  the  banks  which 
have  them  \  he  may  find  enough  of  banks  that 
can  give  ample  security. .  As  for  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  business  of  the  Treasury  ^ith 
the  banks.  I  have  already  shown  that  for  ^he 
ordinary  business  the  State  banks  cku  dp  it  as 
effectually  and  with  as  much  security  as  has  here- 
tofore been  afforded  by  the  branches.  The  Sec- 
retary then  goes  on,  sir.  to  ^ive  his  opinion  in 
direct  conti-adiction  to  the  bill  before  you,  and 
shows  that  whatever  reliance  gentlemen  may 
have  placed  on  his  authority,  they  have  not  re- 
ported a  bill  in  conformity  to  it — 

<<  It  ^oes  not  seem  necessary  to  tdv^  to  the  partio- 
Qlar  oljjections  made  agdinst  the  'present  charter,  as 
those  may  easily  be  obviated  by  proper  altcorations. 
What  has  been  catted  a  National  Bank,  or,  ia  other 
words,  a  new  Sank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
the  existing  one,  may  be  ob^ned  1^  aacE  alterations. 
The  capital  jnay  be  extended  and  more  equally  dis- 
tributed; new  stockholders. may  be  substituted  to  the 
^reigners,  as  had  been  suggested  in  the  report  of  8d 
March,  1809 ;  and  any  o&er  modifications,  which  may 
be  thought  expedient,  may  be  introduced;  without  in- 
terrupting the  operations  of  the  institution  now  in 
force,  and  without  distorbing  kU  the  commercial  con- 
cerns of  the  country." 

This  project,  sir,  was  tried  at  the  last  session. 
We  unfortunately  did  not  get  the  aid  of  my  friend 
from  Kentucky.  It  was  tlien  agreed  to  merge 
the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  a  "National  Bank,  but  reiected  by*the  bank 
agent— a  bank  of  thirty  uiilllons,  which  would 
have  been  found  capable  to  extend  its  ramifica- 
tions wherever  banks  might  be  wanted.  The 
Secretary's  letter  speaks  of  the  ^lan  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank  and  not  of  the  one  contained  in  the 
bill  presented  tons.  The  Secreiajry  continues, 
"  without  dwelling  on  the  inconveniences  of  re- 
paying at  this  time  to  Europe  a  capital  of  seven, 
millions,"  dbc.    The  Secretary,  Mr.  President,  is 


considered  by.  his  friends  a  yery  great  man  in  fis- 
cal operations — in  commercial  matieri,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  have  opinions  of  my  own,  aod  to 
differ  from  him  (without  offence  to  pay  friend  froa 
Georgia)  on  a  question  simply  and  exclusively 
commercial.    Now,  sir,  where  is  the  difficulty  of 
sending  these  seven  millions  (owned  by  foreign- 
ers) to  Europe "?    There  is  no  more  difficulty,! 
answer,  than  for  the  merchant  who  owes  seven 
thousand  dollars  in  England  to  ^remit  iu   This 
seven  millions  will  not  be  taken  out  in  silver  or 
gold  to  send  to  England,  as  is  feared  by  gentlemen. 
No,  sir,  men  do  hot  carry  political  enmities  to  the 
extent  to  injure  their  own  interests.    The  foreign 
stockholders  will  not  remit  specie,  liecause,  if 
{hey  do,  it  will  cost  them  from  five  to  seven  per 
cent.    If  the^  do  not  remit  in 'specie,  how  wfll 
their  funds  be. conveyed  to  England?    By  tlie 
most  plain  and  simple  mode  that  can  be.    The 
&gents  of  the  British  stockholders  will  do  one  of 
two  things ;  they  will  yest  the  funds  in  the  State 
banks,  or  fumis  of  the  United  States;  or  direct 
their  agents  to  remit  the  amount  in  bills  of  ex- 
change—and  how  wilhhat  be  done  ?    By  buying 
bills  6f  exchange,  which,  for  every  ninety  pounds 
paid  here,  will  yield  them  one  hundred  poandt 
in  England,  because  bills  of  exchange  are  ten  per 
cent,  below  par,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  their 
rising.    As  they  can  make  this  ffaio  by  bills, does 
any  man  conceive  that  they  will  not  thus  remit 
their  knoney,  if  remitted  at  all  ?    Well,  sir,  gen- 
tlemen will  perhaps  again  ask — caa  we  spire 
this  money  from  the  United  States,  and  wul  it 
not  injure  the  young  industrious  mechanics  and 
ruin  the  agricultural  interest?     Those  are  idle 
fears;  an< exchange  of  property  Will  take  place. 
The  American  merchants  have  at  this  time  more 
than  double  the  amount  (oftheseven  millions)  now 
in,  or  which  soon  willbe  in,  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish merchants,  which  they  will  be  glad  to  trans- 
fer by  bills  to  the  British  stockholder  for  his  funds 
in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
thus  the  English  stockholder   will   receive  the 
anaount  of  his  stock  without  one  dollar  of  specie 
being  sent  out  of  bur  country^  and  the  funds  of 
our  merchants  now  in  England  will  thus  repUce 
the  funds  of  the  English  stockholders. 

Here  follows  an  apprehension  of  the  Secretary 
founded  on  false  premises.     He   says:    "And 

*  without  adverting  to  other  possible  dangers  of  a 
'more  general  nature,  it  appears  sufficient  to 
^  state,,  that  the  same  body  of  men  who  owe  four- 

*  teen  millions  of  dollars  to  the  bank,  owe  also 

*  ten  or  twelve  to  the  United  States,  on  which 

*  the  receipts  into,  the  Treasury  for  this  yearallo- 

*  ffether  depend ;  and  that,  exclusiyely  oi  ab^luie 

*  failures,  it  is  improbable  that  both  debts  can  be 
\  punctually  paid  at  the  same  time."  Permit  me 
here  to  observe,  that  I  differ  with  the  Secretary 
on  the  questioa  of  fact.  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  ten  or  twelve  millions  due  by  the  merchants 
for  duties  to  the  United  States  are  due  by  the 
same  individuals  who  are  indebted  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  fourteen  miliicms  slated  by 
the  Secretary;  because  I  know  that  the  great 
body  of  the  merchants  wh9  owe  for  duties,  do 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


"261 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


262 


FllBOABT,  1811. 


Baittk  rfthe  Unded  State*. 


StNAfB. 


t^ir  badiiW  with  the'State  baUks,  artd  af  coV/se 
€MMot  be  thisse  who  are  stated  as  debtors  to  the 
Baa&  of  the  Uaited  Slates.  Some  of  my  friends^ 
fbr  whose  opioions  and  penoos  I  hate  an  unbound* 
•d  respect^  are  still  apprehensive  that  great  distress 
will  fcanlt  £or  want  of  the  utoal  discounts  lo  the 
mertf  baata  of  tbe  United  States  in  case  of  a  non- 
laaewi^  of  tbe^battk  eharter.  Tha  fear  is  an  idle 
otte ;  it  ifill  be  prdciaelf  the  old  story  of  the  green 
asa.  It  wiii  be  remeDibered  nine  days,  aod^^not 
DMich  loBger.  'The  eoane  of  proceedings  will  b« 
this :  Ti^  Secretary  tells  you  tha  t  arrangetnsnts 
hare  already  bee&  made  to  transfer  the  mciney 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  State 
haikks.  I  baliete  they  are  in  fpll  operation.  •  He 
will  lake  three  miHion*  of  dollars  f the- public 
money  bow  deposited)  from  out  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  pat  it  into  the  State 
banks.  Add  theieto  abore  four  millions  of  de- 
positee, the  propertr  of  tbe  oaercbtnts,  which  will 
alMibetakei^out  or  the  Bank  pf  the  United  States 
iuMi^.pQl  i^to  tbe  State  Iniaks.  That  is,  seren 
miliioos  of  -dollars  wiU  be  immediately  drawn 
(torn  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  placed 
in  the  Bcate  banks.  Upon  this  money  the  St^te 
banks  will  feel  tjiemaelrts  justified  in  goin^  iitt^ 
larger  discounts,  and,  upon  su\;h  funds,  wUl  be 
able  to  take  up  all  food  paper  thrown  out  by  the 
United  Stales'  BanK  in  consequence  of  the  non- 
renewal of  its  eharter.  Were  I  a  negotiator  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United'  States,  and  had  I  great 
diaeoottts  in  that  bank,  and  were. the  moneys 
transferred,  as  I  Rare  suggested,  I  should  bare  no 
apprehension,  and  should  put  my  paper  in  the 
Sftnte  banks,  into  ^hieh  the  deposites  are  rerofor- 
ed,  with  a  full  tfouhdence  that  it  would  be  dis^ 
cooBted.  This,  then,  is  an  Idle  phantom,  raised 
to  deceire  gentlemen  who  are  not  particulafrly 
ncqoaioted  With  the  business.  What  is  the  rea^ 
aon,  aif,  that  none  of'  those  fears,  those  horrible 
tafrora  (presented  to  octr  imagination)  are  felt  in 
Battimore?  The  merchants  there,  genetaQy,  are 
of  the  Repnbltean  party,  and  feel  none  of  those 
featra;  -And  yet,.tfii^  We  are'  told^yf  the  great  dis- 
treea,  and  almost  led  t(^  believe  that  unirersal  ruin 
will  ensue.  The  distress  will  not  be  felt  sittr 
dftfs  sifter  the  3d  of  March.  If  felt  hj  any,  it  will 
be  by  those  who  can  now  pay  fire  shillings  in  the 
poODd,  and"  who,  if  thejr  go  on  three  mcmths 
loDfer,  would  not  pay  sixpence*  We  are  told 
that  tfaos  bank  has  been  honorably,  correctly,  im* 
partinlly,  and  fahrly  conducted.  The  honorable 
gentienamtt*wfio  made  this  declaration  assured  us 
that  he  was  not  rersed  in  the  subject  of  banking ) 
and  this  w«s  at  once  girin^  a  most  Conrincing 
reason  against  his  opinion,  ue  re'ceires  the  opin- 
ions cMf  the^ntlemen  who  are  most  friendly  to 
the  inetituiioa,  probably  from  gentlemen  that 
aerer  felt  a  partiality  for  any  other.  Let  the 
gentleman  apply  to  merchants  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  and  he  will  receive  very  different 
inforaaatioo  indeed.  Id  Boston/  the  honorable' 
gentkeman  from  Massachusetts  told  us  that  the 
bank  has  for  its  President  a  gentleman  of  high 
cnfonts,  mat  integrity,  end  respectability,  and  he 
dad  mot  depict  him  too  highly.    I  know  him  well, 


and  am  bound  to  believe  the  information  thegen- 
tlemiin  has  given  as  to  the  well-managing  of  tbe 
brapch  bank  there.  By  the  welt-msnagement  of 
a  moneyed  institution,  we^under8tand  an  atten- 
tion to  the  advantage  of  the  stockholders.  In  that 
pofnt  of  view,  no  doubt,  the  bank  has  been  well 
maiiaged.  I  have  a  letter,  which  goes  to  prove,  to 
iny  satisfaction,  that  the  branch  at  New  York  has 
not  been  managed  with  all  that  impartiality  and 
correctness  which  has  been  stated  by  the  deputies 
from  Philadelphia.  I  will  read  an  extract  there- 
frotti;  the  writer  is  a^  gentleman  whom  I  highly 
respenct,  of  mild  manners,  good  sense,  and  great 
respectability.'   He  says:    "  I  can  speak  from  ex- 

*  perienee  to  this  fact,  impartiality.  ;  I  hare  em- 
'  ployed  aclipital  of  between  two  and  three  hun« 
/  dlrecl  thousand  dollars  in  trade  here  (New  York) 
/  for  several  years,  and  from  beinfi^  considerably 
'  engaged  in  liavigation,  my  bonds  for  duties  to  the 
^  United  States  ha|re  amounted  to  many  thon- 
'^  sands  a  year ;  yet  I  can  aver  that  the  branch 
'  bank  has  never  aided  me  in. the  payment  by  dis- 
'  counts,  or  otiterwise,  while  tbe  Manhattan  Bank 
'  has  freely  discounted  t|ie  paper  which  the  branch 

*  rejected,  merely  bv  feason  of  the  contamination 
^  of  passing  throu|:h  Republican  hands."  I  know 
nothing,  Nfr.  President,  but  from  such  informa- 
tion,' as  to  the  partiality  or  iuipartiahty  oi  tbe 
bank  at  New  York,  except  from  common  fftne^ 
who 48 sometimes  said  tq  bea  common  liar ;  still 
some  confidence  is  due  to  general  report.  In 
Philadelphia,  it  is  said  that  the  bank  has  been 
impartially  and  honorably  conducted  ;  and  I  will 
not  doubt  the  gentleman^  words.  I  do  not  know 
what  it  has  done  lately,  but,  some,  years  ago,  I 
heard  such  a  detail  of  its  conduct  as  was  no  proof 
of  the  alle^tioh.  In  Norfolk,  I  will  renture  to 
say,  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank  nerer  was  Con- 
sidered impartial;  and  I  had  a  letter  last  rear 
from  a  hiffnly  respe<nable  merchant  in  that  place, 
whioh,  if  now  in  my  possession,  would  have 
proved  the  contrary.  In  Baltimore,  sir,  we  have 
heard  it  said  in  another  place,, that. the  bank;dis- 
countjed  as  fhuch  for  Republicans  as  for  Federal- 
ists. I  cannot  contradict  this ;  I  cannot,  because 
I  have  not  seen  tbeir  books ;  but  I  believe  there 
is  not  one  Republican  in  Baltimore  who  will 
give  his  assent  to  that  information.  If  it  were 
the  ease,  I  could  not  well  have  failed  to  know  it. 
We  ought  not,  sir,  to  place  entire  reliance  on  the 
information  of  interested  men.  We  were  told, 
but  a  few  days  ago^  and  the  information  was  de- 
rrTed„i  beliere,  firom  the  same  identical  letter  as" 
the  stated  information,  "that  the  Union  Bank  of 
Maryland  was  the  first  bank  which  refused  to  re- 
ceire  foreign  gold.''  I  have  inquired  into  that 
fact,  sir,  and  find  that  the  Unfon  Bank  never  re- 
fused it,  except  in  one  instance,  until  the  House 
of  Representatives  rejected  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate en  the  subject  of  foreign  <h)io.  I  have  a  letter 
from  the  cashier  of  that  bankin  iiiy  hand.  He 
writes :  ^'  that  the  first  information  I  had  respect- 
» ing  foreign-  gold  was  from  the  cashier  of  the 
( Bank  of  Baltimore,  (Mr.  Cox,)  who  banded  me 
( the  proceedings  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  on 
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'  which  was  the  first  bank  that  refused  to  take  it  j 
'  and  can  onljf  state,  for  ourselves,  that  we  coDtin- 
'ued  to  receive,  and  pay  it,  at  its  usual  value, 
'  (with  one  or  two^  exceptionsj  the  amount  not 

*  exceeding  $200  or  $300  difference,  until  the 
'  House  of  Representatives  refused  to  agree 'to 
'your  resolution  on  that  suhjectin  the  Senlite. 
'  On  the  30th  of  October  last,  we  received  from  the 
^  Bank  of  Maryland,  flQ.OOO,  without  deduetipn^ 

*  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  certificate."  I 
state  this  fact,  sir,  at  this  time,  only  to  show  how 
cautious  gentleinen  ought  to  be  jn  placiog  reli- 
ance on  information' of  this  kind.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  me,  living  "as  I  dp  in  Baltimore,  to  believe 
thlit  the  Republicans  have  experienced  impartial 
conduct  from  that  bank.  * 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  the  high  ^mprove-> 
ment  in  the  agricultural  State  of  P«nnsylvaniab 
to  be  attributed j  in  a  great  measure,  to  banks, 
particularly  to  the  Bank  of  thf  United  States. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Popfi)  called  upon  its  to 
remark  the  dlfibreiiceia  the  impro.vement  of  ciri- 
tivation  between  that  State  and  others,  and. to  see 
what  the  State  ow^d  to  the  institution  of  banktf. 
I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  institution  of  banks 
has  contributed  as  well  to  the  prosperity  of  agri- 
culture as  of  commerce ;  but  tnis  effect  has  been 
much  more  produced  by  the  State  bagks  thai)  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Has  Connecti- 
cut any. branch  of  the  United  States?  Npne; 
and  yet  the  honorable ^enlleman  from  Kentucky, 
when  he  travelled  through  that  country,  could 
not  have  failed  to  see  as  high  a  state  of  cultiva* 
tion  there  as  in  Pennsylvania.  Now.  sir,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  State  pf  Maryland,  which  has 
the  enviabie  advanuge  of  a  branch  bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  addition  to  her  immense  capital 
in  State  banks,  has  not  as  yet  progres^d  to  that 
high  state  of  coltivation  witnessed  in  Pennsylvn- 
nia.  This,  more  probably,  proceeds.from  the  tem- 
per, habits,  and  climate,  of  her  population,  than 
from  the  cause  assigned  by  Mr.  P. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  prodigi- 
ous scarcity  of  money  in  the  great  cities.  Money, 
Mr.  President,  likeevery  other  commodity,  will  go 
where  it  finds  its  best  market ;  and  if,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  there  be  a  better  market  Chan  in 
Philadelphia,  th^re  will  it  go,  and  there  it  has 
gone.  In  Virginia  they  have  what  i^ill  command 
money,  wheat  and  tobacco ;  and  the  merchants 
from  the  great  cities  were  obliged  tp  go  there  for 
those  products,  whe>re  they  could  buy  cheaper 
than  they  could  at  home.  What  was  the  eonse^ 
quence?  Money  went  where  it  found  the  best 
market,  and  that  was  in  Virginia  ;  the  fact  is 
proved  from  the  quantity  of  sj)ecie  in  their  bank. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  money  in  South  Carolina, 
where  merchants  were  obliged  to  carry,  their 
money  fbr  the  article  of  cotton.  A  scarcity  of 
money  results  from  a  scarcity  of  means  of  acqair- 
ing  it.  From  the  large  cities  we  have  exported 
all,  or  a  great  pjtoportion  of  our  means,  and  we 
cannot  get  back  the  money  for  want  of  the  usual 
sale  of  bills  of  exchange ;  and  thence  results  the 
great  scarcity  of  money  in  those  cities.  It  is  in 
vaia  to  tell  me,  as  I  have  heard  in  |he  jcourse  of 


the  discussion,  that  United  States  paper  Is  the 
only  unirersal  medium.  In  the  interior  we  fiod 
the  paper  of  the  State  banks,  and  of  the  State 
banks  alone^  in  circulation. 

In  the  annpadversions  of  the  gentleman  Orom 
Massachusetts,  in  order  to  enforce  his  argument 
and  to  show  the  danger  which  will  result  to 
State  banks^  he  brought  forward  an  e^^ample 
very  strong  in  point,  viz:  thajt  an  agent  of  one  of 
those  banks  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtainiag 
those  deposites  had  ckcamped  from  thiseityoa 
hearing  of  the  failure  of  a  great  broker,  wbieh 
endangered  the  bank,  of  whieh  he  wasa  direetor, 
,  tp  such  a  degree  as  to  depreciate  the  value  of  its 
stock  twenty  per  cent.  [Mr.  Lloyd  said  he  bid 
stated  ix  as  a  rumor,  for  the  authenticity  of  whieii 
he  wpuld  not  vouch.)  I  was  going  to  say  (ob- 
served Mr.  S.)  that,  from  the  high  opinion  I  en- 
tertained of  the  delicacy  df  that  honorable  fgn* 
tlemap  on  every  subject  touching  the  credit  of  t 
bank,  I  was  convinced  that^  onles^  he  had  nroofr 
as  strong  as  those  of  Holy  Writ,  he  woofd  jwt 
Touch  in  such  a  case ;  that  he  w^xalA  be  caatioat 
in  giving,  such  a  thinff  as  truth,  unless  he  knew  it 
of  his  own  .  knowledge.  As  to  the  stateineil 
which  be  made,  therte  must  have  been  someinis* 
take.  One  week  -before  thegemleman  inqtMs*> 
tion  left  this  city,  he  gave  notico  that  he  shofAi 
go  away  on  Thursday.  He  did  go  on  that  daf. 
and  had  previously  applied  to  the  Seeretary  of 
the  Treasuify  for  a  share  of  the  deposites  of  the 
Government,,  and  produced  a  report  from  bis 
bank  to  show  the  substantial  character  of  the  Me* 
phanic^'  Bank.  The  account  of  the  failiireoftbe 
broker,  Mr.  Judah;  did  not  arrire.until  two  dap 
lifter  the  gentleman  alluded  to  bad  left  this  eitf. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  haVe  returned  to  New 
York  on  that  account.  What  in  really  the  fsetl 
The  Mechanics'  Bank  of  New  York  standi  oau 
substanftial  a  (bundation  a^  any  bank  in  the  Unit* 
ed  States,  and  h^s,  in  proportiop  to  tu  stock, 
more  specie  in  its  vaults  than  any  bank  I  lni6w, 
except  that  of  Virginia^  Mr.  Judah  did  fail ;  bat 
the  stock  of  the  bank  did  n6t  experience  a  more 
unusual  fail  than  that  of  other  banks<  Thegrett 
failures  at  that  time  staggered  ^srery  man  for  bis 
own  safety.  The  banks  looked  aronad  with  cau- 
tion. The  yalue  of  the  stock  in  every  bank  ex- 
perienced a  depression.  At  that  moment  tbe 
Mechanics'  Bank  paid  its  dividend  of  4^  ^ 
cent.,  and  the  stock  which  was  worth  20  percent 
above  par  did  gd  down  to  15^  per  cent.  Wbat 
was  the  Ipsa,  at  any  rate,  sustained  by  this  great 
broker  ?  The  Mechanics'  Bank,  I  uaderstaod, 
will  not  lose  two  thousand  dollars  by  all  tbe  £ul- 
ures ;  by  Mr.  Judah  not  a  dollar.  On  the  eontrt* 
ry,  they  have  money  to  pay  him.  I  mention  this 
fact  to  show  that  we  should  be  extremely  cau* 
tious  indeed  ih  placing  reliance  on  facts  of  tbis 
kind,  from  sources  over  which  we  have  no  con* 
trol. 

*  We  are  called  upon,  sir,  to  believe  that  the 
borrowers  at  New  Orleans  are  less  safe  than  else- 
where. I  had  thought  they  were  more  safe,  be"- 
cause  thev  have  more  valuable  produce  to  export ; 
because  they  have  more  soecie  amoiig,  them  than 
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in  iuny  ollMr  part  of  tbe  Uaioo  ;  and  because  the 
people  of  the  whole  Wesiera  country  send  their 
products  there  for  sale,  and  do  not  press  the  naer- 
•chanu  too  mach  in  return.  Qne  reason  has  been 
•ssigaed  (by  Mr.  Llotd)  why  we  should  renew 
tkia  ehhrter,  that,  in  this  city,  loans  have  been 
made  to  the  aatoBot  of  $400,000,  which  are  ex- 
pended in  canals,  booses,  bridges,  and  improre- 
mems ;  and  we  most  renew  the  charter  tp  enable 
those  people  to  go  on.  That  reasoning,  sir,  has 
.  Ao  inioence  with  me.  There  has  been  one  pro- 
-digioiif  mistake  in  all  this  business.  It  is  tahen 
/or  granted  that  the  merchants  cannot  pay  their 
ootes  at  bankj  unless  they  obtain  new' discounts. 
This  would  bie  to  say  that  they  were  carrying  on 
trade  without  any  other,  than  bank  capital.  The 
ioaus  in  Baltimore  on  made  paper  are  a  mere, 
drop  in  the  bucket  compared  with  the  extensive 
trade  of  that  city.  A.  great  proportion  of  the 
notes  which  the  bank  reports  as  payable  are  on 
J^anafide  sales.  The  bprro wer  does  not  depend 
on  any  loans  from  banks  to  meet  them,  but  draws 
op  his  own  means  to  f>ay  such  notes.  But  there 
«ro  in  all  banks  what  is  called  negotiable  pa^er. 
We  borrow  from  the  bank  a  stipulated  s^m,  and 
iinderstand  that,  unless  the  .bAuk  is  hard  pressed, 
is. will  cominoe  the  renewal  of  notes  to  take  up 
that  stipulated  sum.  A  note  is  signed  by  A,  and 
endorsed  by  Br  foi?  which  no  property  is  paid ;  it 
10  m  mere  note  of  acconimodatioii.  That  note, 
when  it  eomes  due«  is  not  expected  to  b^  paid, 
tialess  by  a  renewal  with  the  same  endorser,  or, 
4f  the  endorser  becomes  bad,,  a  good  one.  Thus,  a 
diceetor  of  thd  bank  will  have  discounts  to  the 
OBoiint  of  $37,000  renewable  at  bank.  He  can- 
not set  more  unless  on  real  paper.  Our  banks  do 
not  dare  to  discount  beyond  their  means,  because 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  cash  for  erery  legal  de- 
aiaad.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  told 
•OS  that  two  or  three  importing  Statea  may  be 
benefited  by  the  dissolution  of  the  bank.  I  will 
not  answer  tlie  argument;  it  te  such  a  one  as  can 

f>  only  toxlbunite,  to  create  enry  and  jealousy. 
would  not  resort  to  that  kind  of  argument,  and 
i  will  not  permit  myself  to  answer  it. 

W^  ^^^  called  upon,  in  a  manner  extremely 
impceasiTe  indeed,  by 'the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
encboaetts,tQ  hearken  to  the  information  received 
ifom  the  committee  of  mechaolics  and  merchants 
now  here^om  Philadelphia.  I  am  well  inform- 
ed, sir,  that  both  those  committees  were  com*' 
posed  of  Tcry  respecuUe  men,  some  of  them  Re- 
pnblieans ;  and  it  is  said  that  they  complained  of 
a  Tery  great  scarcity  of  money,  and  that  trade 
was  not  brisk.  1  will  ask  them,  sir,  if  they  ever 
knew  trade  brisk  in  January  or  February  ?  It  is 
precisely  the  same  at  Baltimore  as  at  Philadei- 
phn ;  when  the  »vers  are  froz^n^  we  wind  up 
cor  books  and  do  not  expect  to  do  business. 

One  of  those  gentlemen  stated  that  he  always 
tsund  a  eonyenience  in  having  his  notes  dis- 
coanted  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  if 
he  coald  not  get  it  there,  he  applied  to  a  friend 
who  diicoonted  notes  that  had  a  lonj^er  time 
ehanino  months,  to  run..  It  is  a  possible  case 
ihmt  thne  persons  may  haye  been  very  much 


employed  in  buUding  houses  for  one  of  the  direct- 
ors of  that  bank.  It  may  have  been  the  case 
/that  that  director  accommodated  him  by  dis* 
counting  his.  paper  at  a  longer  time  than  sixty 
days.  This  kind  of  employment  between  man 
and  man  has  a  wonderful  influence  on  the  mind 
of  man;  and  he  who  receives  a  benefit  is  willing 
to  return  it  in  some  way  or  other.  Mr^  Qrice 
appears  tq  be  a  very  worthy  mechanic  ;  but  I  am 
sorry  that  be  should  be  obliged  to  say  that  those 
who  contracted  with  him  were  afraid  that  they 
could  not  comply  with  the  contract  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  non-renewlil 
of  the  charter ;  and  yet  he  to^d  us  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  still  dfscounted  its  usual 
quantity  of  paper.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  great  and  respectable 
merchants  as  they  are,  make  contracts  for  ships 
and  teji  the  shipbuilder  that  they  are  obliged  to 
depend  on  discounts  for  payment  for  the  ships. 
I  did  not  expect  this  was  the  case  there;  and 
,  will  vet^ure  to  say  it  is  not  the  case  in  many 
oth*er  places.  ^ 

One  of  those  gentlemen  tells  us  he  had  to  pay 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  month  for  money. 
Sir,  he  got  the  money  very  cheap.  When  one 
gets  into  the  hands  of  the .  shaver^,  or  what  the 
gentleoAan  calls  only  discounters,  if  he  gets  out 
for  1^  per  cent,  per  month,  he^  is  not  coarsely 
shaved.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  mice.  Money 
is  worth  what  it  will  sell  for,  and  in  Phila^el- 
phia,  shaving  and  discounting  is  considered  as 
honest  and  £iir  as  any  other  commercial  trans- 
action ;  t^at  is,  to  pay  and  receive  more  than 
l^^l  interest.  It  is  not  there  considered  as  dis^ 
hottorai^e  or  improper,  whatever  it  may  be  in 
Baltimore. 

It  is  the  btiief  of  this  committee  of  o^erchants 
that  in  consequence  of  the  non-renewal  of  the 
charter,  9our  fell  to  $7}  in  Philadelphia.  Now 
this,«ir,  is  one  of  those  good  strokes,  those  excel- 
lent things,  that  the  friends  of  the  bank  use  to 
deceive  and  influence  the  agricultural  interest 
with.  It  is,  therefore,  brought  home  to  the  farm- 
ers in  Congress.  I  state  this,  to  show  how  cau- 
tious gentUmen  ought  to  be  in  suffering  their 
minds  to  be  impressed  with  these  statements. 
The  fact  in  this  case  is  not  as  stated.  The  mo* 
ment  at  which' flour  fell  was  on  the  receipt  of  an 
account  from  Liverpool  of  its  having  fallen  to 
56t.  per  barrel ;  and  that  there  was  no  demand 
for  consumption.  What  was  the  consequence? 
Fifty-six  shillings  a  barrel  will  not  allow  more 
than  $H  to  be  given' here;  so  the  price  of  flour 
fell.  These  gentlemen  also  informed  bur  minds 
farther;  that  a  demand  from  a  British  house  for 
Lisbon  was  not  ctxecuted  by  a  house  in  Phila- 
delphia from  the  want  of  funds.  This  may  be 
true ;  but  a  great  portion,  of  that  yery  order  has 
been  actually  executed  .at  Baltimore,  at  ten  dol- 
lars per  barrel,  payable  in  bills  of  exchange  at  a 
fair  discount  of  ten  per  cent.  The  ramifications 
of  commerce  are  such  that  no  0ne  who  is  not 
daily  conversant  with  them  caii  know  them. 
There  was  no  occ)ft0ion  for  a  fall  of  flour,  because 
the  ports  of  Cadiz  and  Lisbon  were  still  open ; 
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bat  there  w^  a  xnomeDQiry  apprehenaioa'^tliat 
Massena  haH  got  into  LisboD,  and  commercial 
men  were  for  a  moment  afraid  to  let  their pro^ 
perty  go  to  that  market.  This  lasted  but  two  or 
three  days;  it  lasted  just  as  long  as  the  terror  of' 
the  non-renewal  of  the  "^barter  of  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  Stated  will  last.  Tbe  gentlemen  who 
were  sent  on  here  happened  to  come  at  a  favor- 
able moment  to  scare  u«  with  the  depreuioa  of 
flpor.  But  before  the  question  is  taken  we  (earn 
its  rapid  rise  again  to  the  former  prices. 

Our  minds  hare  been  alarmed  by  a  representa- 
tion of  the  immense  influence  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  ha?e  over  the  banks  to 
whom  deposites  are  givjen.  I  should  haVe  no  ob- 
jection whatever  as  to  myself,  that  the  collector 
of  every  port  should  be  €0?  officio  a'  director  of 
the  banc  in  which  deposited  are  made;  and  ks  to 
;he  argument  that  such  a  power  ifould  enable  a 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if -he  were  a  bad  piaa,- 
to  injure  individuals,  it  is  not  worthy  eonsfders- 
lion.  No  Secretary  would  dare  to  take  such  a, 
course  ;  the  thing- would  be  proclaimed  heA  in 
such  a  voice  as  would  make  the  ofieader  dec»amp 
.  with  precipitation  from  his  office. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Orr,  one  of  the  mechanjies,  I 
had  like  to  have  forgotten.  He  saysj  all  (ionfi- 
denc^e  between  man  and  man  is  destroyed.  My 
letters,  sir,  say  that  alt  confidence  is  not  ^estroj^r 
ed,  but  in  those  whose  rashness  haft  been  the 
'  cause  of  Their  forfeiting  all  title  to  it.  In  order 
to  strengthen  Mr.  Orr's  argument,  we  are  tc^d 
that  the  price  of  hemp  is  iSlen.  That  is  true; 
but. what  does  the  fact  prove  ?  Not  that  tbe^ap- 
proaching  dissolution  of  the  Bank  ofahe  United 
States  has  caused  it;  the  reason  is,  that  the  arriv- 
als from  Russia  are  more  numerous  than  ever 
before  recollected.  S  very  vessel  that  comes  from 
Russia  brings  hem().  Again,  our  good  frieods  to 
Ihe  westward  and  in  Virginia  have  commenced 
the  culture  of  hemp,  and  carried  its  production  to 
an  extent  nearly  equal  to  ouk  consumption.  Add 
to  that  cause,  that  the  demand  is  much  lesMued 
by  the  destruction  of  our  shipping.  We  ouild 
few  ships  now.  We  pught  not  to  rel^r  on  these 
facts;  they  result  not  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  from  tbe  course 
of  trade. 

I  have  b^f((r6  taken  occasion  to  retnark  that 
certain  mechanics  were'  here,  respectable  meii^ 
who  would  have  come  forward  if  I  had  wished 
them ;  they  would  have  told  yoo  that  they  did 
not  rely  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  all, 
but  on  the  State  Banks,  for  acoommodatrbn.  I 
stated  that  one  of  those  gentlemen  thought  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  would  have,  an  ^infprtu- 
nate  effect  on  the  politics  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. The  party  to  which  they  belonged  had 
twenty  years  ago  declared  th^charter  of  the  United 
Stales'  Bank  to  be  unconstitutional;  they  were 
in  earnest  when  they  declared  so.  Fi^om  these 
circumstances,  a  renewal  of  the  charter  at  this 
lime  would  goto  ponvinoe  the  people  that  the 
struggle  of  parties  was  nothise  but  a  bosiness  of 
ins  and  outs,  and  Jiot  depending  on  principle. 
For  myself,  sir,  the  questtoa  never  came  before 


me  on  a  Oonatitutional  airgcmieiit  btfoe ;  aad  I 
do  confess,  as  my  friend  from  Kentucky  says, 
that  I  was  not  very  ^neanbk  oo  tbe  subject 
But  the  abl^  argufnenla  of  my  fefendafrom  ^eo* 
tuoky,  Tennessee, '  aad  Virginia,  have' made  i 
very  serious,  impression  on  me  indeed,  atid  have 
ajmoia  brought  me  to  think  that  if  there  wera 
no  other' objection  I  should  vote  againit  tbe  bill 
on  the  Constitutional  question  al^e.  Bat  ny 
mind'haa  received  a  wonddrRilimDreasi^n  iodeel 
from  the  argumento  of  the  g^ntiensan  last  a^ 
(Mr.  Pope.)  He  carried  his  doctrine  of  construe- 
lion  so  far  that  it  appeared  to  me.that  he  regard* 
ed  no  other  part  of  the  CoBftitotiod  as  biDdiof 
but  the  preamble.  In  support  of  Uis  dqctrioe  be 
bro^ght  forwatd  the  example  of  tbe  Stat#  d 
Connecticut,  vifhich  State  has  no  written  coii»ti- 
tution.  It  appeared  to  me,  sir,  that  tbe  geotis* 
man's  arguments,  if  valid,  reduced  us  nr/Bciself 
to  the  situation  of  Great  Britain,  to  look  fof  oar 
Coastitution  in  law%  precedents,  and  parliamea- 
jtary  construction,  to  ^ve  bo  wrttcen  guide.  My 
mind  became  alarmed ;  aad  hereftfler  !  shall  m 
very  much  afraid  to  give  m^  iconAent  to  tboit 
kind  of  con^ructioqs  about  which  I  have  not 
heretofore  been  very  squeamish.     . 

I  have  uken  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  sa 
extent  at  least  equal  to  anything  I  had  iatended^ 
and  beyond  that  whi^h  many  gentlemen  no  doobt 
think  I  ought  to  have  occupied.  I  have  not 
wished  ta  prolong  mv  diaclusioQ  to  an  unreasoa* 
able  len^th^  and  shall,  therefore,  leave  uatooebed 
same  points  I  had  intended  to  have  notieed.  I 
am  unwilling  to  trespass  on  the  !patience  of  tk 
Senate ;  because  I  am  well  aware  that  unlets  \kk 
bill  passes  speedily,  it  cannot  paaa^at  all.  Awarr 
of  tbat|  I  was  willing  for  one,  and  so  werraU  tbt 
gentlemen  with  whon|  I  act,  to  take^  silent  vot* 
on  the  principle,  so  as  U>  have  given  full  time  to 
gentleman  who  brqaght  forward  the  bill,  to  bare 
gone  through  with  its  piiovisioiis.  Bat  aaolker 
course,  thai  of  discussion,  has  been  theoglit  pro- 
per to  be  pursued,  and  1  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
express  my  sentiments. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  hoping  that  he  had  sol 
said  anything  to  wound  the  feelings  of  geatlemea 
in  opposition  to  him,  for  whom  he  had  great  re- 
specL  If  aiiy thing  he  had  said  bad  hurt  tM 
ieelinn  of  any  6n«,  he  hoped  to  be  belitved 
when  n.e  asaored  them  that  such  was  not  hi^  tO' 
tention. 

Mr.  PoFn.— Mr.  President,  instead  of  ii»w 
rupting  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  pr^ 
ferred  io  correct  him  after  he  had  finished  k» 
, speech.  ^^1  have  examined  the  Journalj'aad  eta- 
not  fintf -jthat  any  question  abont  extending  * 
branch  t(f||!Kentueky  was  made$  bnt  I  kave  » 
very  perfect  i^^oUeetson  of  niy  views  and  i«" 
pressioha  in  relation  to  the  bill.  That  bill  F'J' 
vided  that  six  millions  of  the  capital  sboold  be 
divided  among  the  States,  to  be  subscribed  ana 
paid  by  the  States  within  a  given  period.  I  '^^ 
aware  that  the  rich  moneyed  States^  on  the  s^ 
board  would  subscribe  but  did  hot  believe  toe 
new  States  would  tax  the  people  to  raise  tne 
money.    In  order,  therefore,  to  difl&wc  the  »• 
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ter«9t  md  infloence  coDcentrated  in  this  moneyed 
rnstftutton,  and  thereby  preserve  to  each  State,  if 
the  bill  passed,  her  due  weight  in  the  Federal 
Umob,  I  pro]posed  an  amendment  to  this  effect: 
that  the  capital  should  be  limited  to  twenty  mil- 
lions— that  is,  ten  millions  in  addition  to  the 
present  stock — four  of  whfcb,  as  provided  in  the 
bill,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United  States,  and 
six  itiiHions  to  be  divided  among  the  States,  and 

Kid  out  of  the  national  Treasury.  If  my  plan 
d  been  adc^ted.  and  a  branch  extended  to  Ken- 
meky,  the  dividends  maiie  on  the  capital  em- 
ployed there  woald  hare  gone  infa  the  treasury 
of  tiie  State.  It  has  been  a  faTOrile  policy  witn 
me  to  produce  a  unity  or  consolidation  of  interest 
in  this  nation.  With  that  view,  I  have  advocated 
the  eoeoHragement  of  manufactures,  and  the  ap- 
propriation of  a  portion  of  our  funds  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  interior  by  roads  and  canals. 
Upon  the  nme  principle,  if  the  bank  bill  b^d 
be«n  permitted  to  assume  the  shape  I  proposed  to 
give  it,  I  should  not  haye  been  hostile  to  its  pas- 
sage. A  consolidation  of.  interest  is  necessary, 
perhaps  indispensable,  to  give  strength  and  per- 
manency  to  this  confederated  Republic,  and  free 
it  from  the  dangers  and  evils  consequent  upon  a 
eoDsoliihuion  of  power.  I  have  several  times  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  on  this  floor  in  relation  to  a 
consolidation  of  power.  We  ought  to  guard 
a^inst  it.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  been 
opposed  to  extending  the  co^cive  agency  of  this 
dovornment  upon  the  people  of  the  interior. 
.Upon  the  same  principle,  i  have  approved  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  not  so  much  on  aci 
count  of  the  sums  demanded  from  the  people,  but 
becafise  I  think  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
have  such  a  system,  requiring  so  much  Federal 
aapedcy,  well  managed  by.  one  Government  over 
this  immense  country. 

Mr.  Brent  said  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  be- 
liere.  after  the  subject  bad  been  so  fully  discussed, 
that  he  should  be  able  to  shed  any  new  light  on 
it ;  bat  having  been  instructed,  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent, 
to  Yota  on.  Constitutional  principles  against  the 
bill  nnder  consideration,  and  as  he  was  reduced  to 
the  painful  necessity  of  going  counter  to  those 
instmeCions,  it  seemed  1o  him  to  be  indispensably 
necessary  that  he  should  submit  to  the  Senate" 
the  grounds  on  which  he  acted.    It  is^said  he)  a 
most  painful  situation  ii}  which  I  stand  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  beitiff  com- 
pell^  to  vote  in  opposition  to  tneir  will,  more 
especially  as  it  is  a  prevalent  opinion  with  many 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  that 
instractions  are  obligatory  on  a  Senator.    This 
question  is  one  which  has  never  been  settled,  or 
even  fully  deliberated  on.    Instructions,  when 
heretofore  given  to  Senators^  have  generally  been 
ia  accordance  with  the  sentiments  6f  the  Sena- 
tor^ and  only  given  to  add  the  greater  weight  to 
their  opinions.    If  called  upon  definitely  to  pro- 
oouttce  with  regard  to  instructions  on  questions 
of  expediency,  I  might  be  nnder  soipe  difficultv 
as  to  what  course  to  j)ursue;  because,  although 
here  is  no  clatise  in  the  Constitution  to  that 


effect,  I  am  under  a  strong  impression  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  respec- 
tive State  Legislatures  should  have  such  a  right; 
but  on  a  Constitutional  question  (whatever  may, 
be  the  right  of  the  6iate  Legislatures  in  other 
instances)  the  right  of  instruction  may  be  denied, 
in  my  judgment— that  is,  so  far  as  to  be. impera- 
tive on  the  Senator. .  To  give  a  vote  in  such  a 
madner  as  in  bis  estimation  to  inflict  a  vital 
woond  on  the  Constitution,  is  more  than  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  or  any  other  State  Legisla* 
ture  in  the  Union,  can  compel  me  or  any  other 
Senator  of  the  United  States  to  do.  The  resolu* 
tion  of  Virginia  is  bottomed,  not  on  the  ground 
of  inexpediency,  but  on  the  principle  that  the- 
Conslitution  prohibfted  Congress  from  granting 
the  bank  charter  in  the  first  instance;  that  it  now^ 
prohibited  it,  and  therefore,  because  it  was  uncoo^ 
stitutional,  toe  Legislature  have  instructed  their 
Senators  in  Congress  to  oppose,  it.  Now,  sir, 
although  I  shall  not  immediately  and  directly 
violate  the  Constitution  by  voting  iagainst  the 
bank«  y^et,  if  I  vote  against  it  when  I  believe  it 
Constitutional  and  necessary,  it  must  be  known 
that  I  vote  in  conformity  to  ih^  instructions  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature;  and  so  far  as  my. vote 
goes,  it  will  warrant  and  sanctipn  that  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution  which  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia  has  given — which  interp/etation,  in 
joonscieoce,  I  believe  to  be  erroneous.  Therefore, 
though  in  ordinary  cases  the  instructions  of  a 
Legislature  may  be  imperative,  (I  will  not  deter-, 
mine  that  question,)  I  conclude  tnat  they  cannot 
be  so  when'they  require  of  a  Senator  to  commit 
either  a  positive  or  implied  breach  of  the  Consti- 
tutiouj  or  to  Yote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  warrant 
such  interpretation,  of  the  Constitution  9s  will 
deprive  it  of  an  essential  attribute.  Virginia  has 
the  physical  force,  but  has  she  a  moral  right  to 
Violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States? 
If  she  has  it  not,  can  she  give  it  to  her  Legisla- 
ture? If  her  Legislature  possess  it  not,  can  they 
giire  it  to  a  Senator?  Can  the  Legislature  give 
me  a  moral  right  to  violate  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  whiph  I  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port? I  believe  not,  sir;  and  that,  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  I  stand,  their  instructions  ought  to 
have  no  operation  on  the  vote  I  am  to  give  on 
the  subject  under  consideration. 

To  illustrate  this  question  more  fully,  let  me 
inquire  if  a  State  Legislature  should  instruct  its 
Senators  to  vote  for  a  law  to  take  away  the  trial 
by  jury  in  a  crihiinal  prosecution,  would  a  Sen- 
ator, thus  instructed,  who  has  sworn  *to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  consider 
himself  coosnientiouslv  authorized  to  vote  for 
such  an'unconstitutional  measure?  When  a  Sen- 
ator is  elected,  he  is  entitled  to  hold  his  seat  for 
six  years.  Supppse  that,  immediately  after  he  is 
elected,  the  State  from  which  he  is  sent  gets  into 
a  state  of  direct  opposition  to,  and  insurrection 
against,  the  General  Government,  , and  should 
continue  so  for  the  whole  six  years  for  which  the 
Senator  is  elected,  does  this  vacate  his  seat? 
Will  he  not  still  renn^in  in  the, Senate  of  the 
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United  States,  and,  if  he  does  his  duty,  70te  for 
all  ineasurt*s  that  may  be  necessary  to  restrain 
the  unconstitutional  acts  and  insurrection  com- 
mitted by  his  State?  Either  instructions  on 
Constitutional  questions  to  a  Senator  are  iropera* 
tive,  or  they  are  not.  We  admit  that  a  Senator 
retains  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  e^en  while  his 
State  is  engaged  iq  actual  insurrection  and  re- 
Jbellion,  and  consequently  in  the  continued  Tiola- 
^lon  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
While  a  Senator  engages  in  the  deliberations  of 
this,  the  highest  Council  of  the  nation,  is  he  to 
•obey  the  instructions  of  a  State  Legislature  who 
Are  in  the  daily  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  are  endeavoring  wholly  to 
destroy  it. by  open  and  declared  insurrection ;  and 
which  Legislature  will,  consequently,  instruct 
<heir  Senators  to  pursue  such  a  course  as  will 
best  accomplish  the  object  ii  has  in  view  ?  In  this 
dilemma,  if  instructions  are  imperative,  which,  if 
obe]r*ed.. violate  the  Constitution,  a  Senator  will 
retain  nis  seat  i>n  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
for  the  express  parpose  of  using  every  means  in 
his  power  to  destroy  that  Constitution  which  he 
has  sworn  to  support.  Can  it  be  imagined  that 
it  was  intended,  in  any  stat«  of  things,  that  a 
Senator  should  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  the  sole  purpose  of  doin^  ^U  he 
could  to  overthrow  the  Constitution?  Since  so 
absurd,  monstrous,  and  dangerous  a  principle 
would  result  from  admitting  the  mandatory  in* 
fluenee  of  instructions,  when  they  touch  Consti- 
tutional question^,  I  deem  it  my  duty  not  to  give 
my  acquiescence  to,  or  by  my  example  sanction, 
a  doctrine  so  hostile  to  the  general  spirit,  and  so 
unfavorable  to  the  preservation,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Much  therefore  as  I  respect  the  sentiments  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  mpch  as  it  dis- 
tresses me  to  go  m  opposition  to  them,  I  believe 
I  shall  do  so  on  the  present  occasion.  With  re- 
spect to  the  alarm  expressed  by  some  gentlemen, 
from  the  large  States  coming  forward  and  in- 
structing Congress,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  sijich 
insidious  motives  are  justly  attributable  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  ^  I  am  satisfied  that  its  motives  were 
honorable,  pure,  and  patriotic,  and  this  measure 
is  a  testimony  of  the  consistency  of  character  of 
the  State.  When  the  charter  ot  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  first  granted,  the  general  sen- 
timent of  Virginia  wat$,  that  this  law  was  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Under 
a  difierent  state  of  things,  and  under  the  domina- 
tion of  a  difierent. political  party  than  at  the  pres- 
ent time  rules  the  afiairs  of  this  country,  she  pre- 
serves a  consistency  of  character.  Believing  the 
bank  to  be  unconstitutional  then,  she  now.  enter- 
tains the  same  sentiment  as  when  in  the  minority, 
and,  with  aq  honorable  consistency  of  character 
and  anxiety  to  preserve  the  Constitution  inviolate, 
she  had  sent  forward  instructions  to  her  Senators 
in  Congress.  Whilst  therefore  I  appreciate  the 
motive  which  gave  existence  to  these  instructions, 
and  highly  respect  the  source  whence  they  come 
and  the  high  consideration  to  which  they  are  en- 


titled generally,  I  do  not  on  the -present  occaaioii 
consider  th^m  obligatory  as  to  the  Tote  Iain  about 
to  give. 

In  considering  this  question,  I  will  take  it  in  t 
three- fold  view : 

1st.  Whether,  on  the  first  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United,  States  a  right  didap* 
pertain  to  Congress  to  establish  a  bank. 

2dly.  As  respects  the  Constitutional  question, 
whether,  on  an  adjudged  case  and  one  lon^  prac- 
tised on,  it  has  the  same  weight  as  if  origmai? 

3d.  Whether,  admitting  tnat  at  first  the  bank 
was  improper,  because  not  necessary,  it  be  not 
now  proper,  if  it  can  be  proved  almost  indispen- 
sably necessary? 

The  first  question,  whether  the  General  Gor- 
emment^  when  it  first  came  into  operation,  did 
not  possess  the  pow^  of  creating  a  National  Bank, 
is  the  primary  object  of  investigation.     In  objee* 
tion  to  this  it  has  been  said,  that  io  carry  into  ef* 
feet  an  enumerated  power  is  one  thing,  and  the 
rigfit  to  incorporate  a  bank  is  a  distinct  power. 
Those  who  take  tbi^  ^rouhd  say  that  the  creation 
of  a  National  Bank  is  an  original,  iodependeot, 
and  substaptive  power.    It  is  not  sufficient,  sajr 
they, -to  show  that  it.  is  a  convenient  instrument 
to  carry  into  efiect  an  enumerated  power,  because 
it  is  an  independent  Authority  of  itself,  and  tke 
genius  of  our  Government  prohibits  ^ue  deriva* 
tion  of  any  powers  by  implication  with  scrupu- 
lous limitation..   It  is  true,  sir,  that  our  Govern- 
ment, being  an  emanation  from  the  existing  State 
governments,  the  rational  construction  is,  that  all 
power  not  given  away  is  retained  to  them  or  to 
the  people.    If  that  construction  does  not  result, 
then  a  positive  ai;nendment^  which  has  l>een  made 
to  the  Uonstitution,  has  infused  this  principle  into 
it.    I  theriefore  admit  in  its  fullest  latitude  thecoo- 
strucxion  that  all  powers  not  given  away  are  still 
retained;  vet'I  still  contend  that  even  in  a  Gtor- 
ernment  like  ours,  there  are  some  resulting  pow* 
ers.    Or  by  what  right  do  we  create  a  mihtarf 
school?    We  have  a  right  to  raise  armies;,  but 
we  can  have  an  army  without  a  military  school. 
Yet  it  is  Constitii.tional  to  create  such  an  instiia- 
tion,  because  every.gfven  power  implies  righu 
inferior  appertaining  to  the  powers  granted.    We 
lay  an  embargo — i&  there  any  clause  in  the  Oca- 
stitution  authorizing  us  to  lay  embargoes?    No, 
sir;  we  have  a  right  to  regulate  trade,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  lay  embargoes  to  protect  it.    We 
have  a  right  to  provide  for  arming  and  discipHn- 
ing  the  militia.    Under  this  authority  we  boifd  sf 
mories.  Js  there  any  provision  in  the  Constitution 
directing  it?    We  have  erected  forges  and  even 
purchased  ore  banks.    These  are  inferior  poweis, 
necessarily  resulting  from  thegreater  powersjprantr 
ed.    But  here  gentlemen  find  the  great  dimcBUy* 
The  creation  cu  a  corporation,  say  they,  is  an  act 
of  sovereignty ;  it  cannot  be  used  as  a  mean,  be- 
cause it  is  a  sovereign  act.    Why,  Mr.  Presideptf 
every  law  passed^  is  quo  ''ad  hoc  a  sovereign  act. 
A  jaw  incorporating   a  military  school  is  &> 
much  an  act  of  sovereignty,  as  to  the  particular 
subject  to  which  it  relates^  as  an  act  incorporating) 
a  bank.    W«  create  a  military  school— for  wha^ 
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parpoM?  Because  the  8()?ereigti  autlioritjr  has 
power  to  establish  an  army,  and  the  power  to  ere* 
ate  a  military  school  is  inseparably  Connected 
with  and  neeessariljr  appertains  to  it.  We  estab- 
lish a  navy — we  also  establish  a  mariae  corps. 
There  b  no  clause  in  the  Constimtion  giving  that 
power,  but  we  take  it  as  inseparable  from  the 
power  to  create  a  nary,  b^ause  the  exercise  of 
the  greater  implies  every  subordinate  power  ne- 
cessarily eoanected  with  it.  The  great  stum* 
bliDg  block,  however,  is,  that  this;  is  oue  of  those  in- 
dependent, original,  and  substantive  powers,  which 
eanoot  be  given  by  implication.  Dlackstone  says, 
**  municipal  law,  thus  uoderstood,  is  properly  de- 
'  fined  to  beamleofoivil  conduct^  prescribed  by  the 
'  supreme  power  in  a  State,  commanding  what  is 
'  right  and  prohibiting  what  is  wrodg."  Agreeably 
to  this  definition,  every  law  "^M^ed  by  a  deliberative 
body  is  an  act  of  sQvereignty  as  to  the  subject  to 
vhiich  it  relates.  The  esiabijshment  of  a  mariae 
corps  is^as  much  an  act  of  sovereiffoty  as  an  act 
locorporatiDg  the  Bank  of  the  Uohed' States. 
The  only  question  is,  whether  it  be  necessarily 
incident  to  the  enumerated  powers  given  to  the 
Gleaeral  Government.  Those  who  critioise  most 
accormtely  on  the  Constitution  and  mdst  unwill- 
ingly "concede  resulting  powers,  will  admit  them 
to  a  certain  extent  even  in  our  Government*  The 
only  qoestion  is  the  immediate  and  necessary  eon-, 
nexlon  of  the  means  used  with  the  object  intended 
to  be  Attained. 

In  inquiring  tWn,  sir^  whether  or  not,^  at  the 
first  i^omulgation  of  th«  Constitution,  when  it 
came  into  existence,  it  was  intended  that  Con- 
gress shonld  possess  the  power  of  incorporating' 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  let  us  inquire 
wheti&er  there  was  any  possibility  of  carrying 
into  ejfiect  with  any  tolerable,  convenience  and 
advantage  the  several  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, ttiiiess  this  power  exists.  It  is  said  that  you 
do  not  possess  the  power,  because  it  \s  attempted 
to  be  derived  by  diSerentgenilemen  from  so  many 
differcBC  parts  of  the  Constitution.  Now,  Mr. 
President.  I  have  never  before  understood  that  a 
capacity  to  derive  a  title  from  several  different 
sources  gives  yon  less  title  than  if  derived  from 
one  source  alone.  I  derive  the  power  from  the 
whole  context  of  the  Constitution,  altbouffh  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  think  that  the  title  is  invalidated 
in  proportion  to  the  numbier  of  sections  in  the 
Coast  it  Qtion  from  whence  we  derive  it..  In  order 
to  avoid  conftuion  of  argument  in  examining 
this  question.  I  will  derive  it  from  only  one  source 
at  present,  though  I  believe  others  equally  giVe 
it  by  a  necessary  construction.  At  the  time  the 
Constitation  came  into  existence,  I  believe  there 
were  but  three  banks  in  the  United  States;  none' 
soQih  of  Philadelphia,  and  all  of  very  limited 
capital.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
gives  the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  .Is  it 
posiible  to  imagine  any  i^ystem  so  convenient  for 
ihe  collection  of  this  revenue,  and  sending  it  to 
the  seat  of  Government^  as  that  of  the  agency  of 
banks  1.  lam  not  inquiring  wbether  the  State 
hanks-cat  do  it;  but  I  say  that  the  framers  of  the 
Coostitatioa  must  have  had  under  consideration 


the  state  of  things  at  the  time  when  the  Consti- 
tution came  into  existence.  At  that  time  there 
was  not  one  bank  south  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
banks  which  existed  were  very  limited  in  their  cap- 
ital, and  their  paper  had  lilnited  circulation.  Con- 
gress, in  such  a  state  of  things,  then,  has  the  pow- 
er of  levying  and  collecting  taxes  conferred  on 
it,  and  yet  Uongress  has  not  the  power  to  oreate 
banks  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  Its  taxes,  notwith- 
standing a  clause  to  ntoke  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  for  that  purpose  is  contained  in  the  Con- 
stitution. No  gentleman  will  say  that  the  agency 
of  banks  is  not  necessary  in  some  way  or  other 
in  collecting  the  revenue.  I  admit  without  them 
you  could  have  carried  on  ouriiscal  arrangements 
in  an  awkward  and  cumbrous  form^  but  was  that 
the  intention  of  the  Constitution?  When  the 
power  to  collect  taxes  was  given,  it  was  intended 
to  give  all  the  means  necessary  to  carry  thi&power 
into  execution.  It  was  not  to  execute  this  power 
in  a  cumbrous  form,  but  with  the  greatest  facility 
with  which  the  power  is  susceptible  of  being 
wielded.  Now,  is  it  possible  that  tne  Constitution 
ii^ntemplated  that  the  revenue  should  be  collected 
and  transmitted  here,  subject,  to  all  the  risks  and 
accidents  and  inconveniences  that  attend  the 
transportation  of  specie  %  It  is  impossible.  But 
all  this  doubt  has  arisen  from  its  being  a  separate 
and  independent  power,  Klthough  it  is  no  more  of 
that  character  thai^  ^ny  other  law  passed  to  eX; 
ecute  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 

{n  a  wprd»  Mr.  President,  it  is  admitted  by  all 
who  have  spoken  on  this  question^  whether  for 
or  against  the  bill  uiider  consideration,  that  the 
agency  of 'a  bank  or  of  banls  affords  the  greatest 
facility  and  security  of  any  plan  that  cau  be  de* 
vised  for  the  collection  of  a  revenue,  and  for  its 
transmission  to  your  Treasury. 

It  is  admitted  that  no  bank  or  banks  of  a  capi- 
tal or  of  sufficient  circulating  paper  throughout 
the  United  States  adequate  to  this  object,  did  ex- 
ist when  the  Coostitution  was  first  formed,  pro- 
mulgated, or  adopted.  It  is  admitted  that  to  levy 
and  collect  uxes  is  one  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress..  It  is  admitted  that  Congress 
has  all  power  necessary  and  convenient  to  carry 
its  enumerated. powers  into «xe^ution. 

It  is  admitted  there  is  no  express  clause  in  the 
Constitution  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank.  .     ^ 

If  these  principles  and  facts  are  admitted,  does 
it  not  demonstrate,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt, 
this  unquestionable  result,  xo  wit :  that  as  Con- 
gress IS  to  levy  and  collect  revenue;  that  ^s  the 
ageiicy  of  banks  affords  the  most  certain,  speedy, 
and  convenient  means  bv  which  a  revenue  can 
be  collected ;  that  as  neither,  at  the  period  when 
the  Constitution  was  made,  promulgated,  or 
adopted,  banks  of  ^nfficient  capital,  or  with  paper 
of  isufficient  circulation,  existed  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  and  its  transmission  to  your 
Treasury ;  that  as  there  was  po  positive  clause 
prohibitinga  National  Bank  in  the  Constitution ; 
that  as  Congress  was  to  have! all  power  neces- 
sary to  carry  its  enum'erated  powers  into  execu- 
tion; xhAi  as  -the  convention  who  framed,  and 
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the  people  who  adopted  the  Consdtiition,  mast 
hare  had  in  view  our  then  existing  instita- 
tipns,  and  the  then  senerai  state  of  society,  it 
was  theintention  of  the  convention  who  formed 
the  Constitution,  and  tile  people  who  adopted 
it,  to  ^iTe  to  Congress  the  power  of  establishing 
a  National  Bank.  If  at^he  time  of  adopting^the 
Constitution  it  was  necessary  and  proper  that 
Congress  should  possess  it,  for" the  elfercise  of 
any  of  its  enumerated  powers ;  if  the  foregoing 
result  is  undeniable,  and  I  think  it  is,  I  would 
interrogate,  if  Congress,  on  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  possessed  a  powe^  to  establi^  a 
National  Banl.  what  has  since  deprived  that 
}fo^f  of  the  power?  I,  Mr*  President,  can  dis- 
cover nothing  which  ha^.  One  argument,  much 
confided  in  by  gentlemen  who  have  opposed 
the  present  bill,  is,  not  thiit  banks  are  pot  neces- 
sary to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  but  that 
Stat^  banks  will  answer.  In  return,  I  insist  that 
no  State  banks  did  exist  when  the  Constitution 
was  first  formed,  the'^fefbre  the  power  to  create  a 
National  Bank  i«  necessarily  civen  vn  the  power 
to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  To  this  jt  is  replied 
that  to  create  a  National  Bank  is  to  legislate  by 
implication;  it  is  a  separate,  substantive,,  ^nd 
independent  power;  to  4evy  a  tax  is  one  thing, 
to  makea  bank  another.  I  answer,  to  levy  a  tax 
is  one  thing,  to  create  ah  officer  for  its  collection 
a/iother.  By  thrs  kind  of  choplogio  we  may 
prove  anything  unconstitutiobaf.  I  ask,  when 
you  levy  a  tax,  if  you  do  not  provide  officers  for 
coliectrng  it.  I  levy^a  tax.  and  create  a  bank 
through  whose  instrumentality  I  mean^to  collect 
ft;  from  the  same  cHithdrity  by  which  I  appoint 
a  collector,!  have  a  right  to  create  a  bank  through 
whose  instrumentality  I  mean  to  receive  and 
transmit  it.  There  is  no  clause  tn  the  Constitu- 
tion saying  you  may  appoint  officers  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  specifically;  but  the  right 
to  appoint  officers  to  collect  revenue  is  derived 
from  the  power  of  levying  a  tax,  from  which 
also  may  be  derived  the  power  of  establishing  a 
bank,  if  it  be  the  best  mode  of  collecting  the 
revenue.  It  is  said  you  may  collect  this  tax  by 
means  of  the  State  banks.  Very  well,  sir,  I  say 
you  mayjcollect  the  revenue  by  means  of  State 
officers,  and  upon  the  principle  that  yov  cannot 
establish  a  bank  to  collect  the  revenue,  because 
the  State  banks  can  collect  it,  1  say  that  the 
State  officers  can  collect  our  taxes,  and  if  your 
argument  is  just,  you  cannot  appoint  any  other, 
officers.  Tlie  Constitution  authorises  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  persons  to  fill  all  offices  estab- 
lished by  law,  but  says  not  a  word  aboiit  appomt- 
inff  officers  to  collect  the  tax  you  levy  specifi- 
caTly.  Upon  the  construction'  gentlemen  con- 
tend for,  they  might  say,  because  no  power  is  ex- 
pressly given  to  appoint  officers  of  the; customs, 
or  for  your  taxes,  and  it  is  possible  to  (Collect  the 
revenue  by  the  asency  of  the  State  croVernments, 
and  nothing  should  be  done  by  the  United  Stales 
antborities  which  can  be  done  by  the  States, 
therefore  these  collectors  of  the  customs  or  rev- 
enue should  be  such  as  are  ap|yoiaied  by  the 
States  for  State  purposes.    This  kind  of  reason- 


ing, sir,  caonot  be  admissible,  and  is  in  hostility 
with  a  most  nianifest  principle  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  it  is  evidently  a  prominent  feature  of 
that  instrument  that  the.  General  Gk>veromeiii 
should  hive  within  itself  all  those  powers  neces- 
sary and  convenient  for  the  execution  of  its  enn- 
merat)Bd  up§ts,.etitirely  free  and  independent  of 
the  interference  and  agency  of  the  States,  their 
officers,  or  ininisters. 

,  It  has  been  triumphantly  demanded  hj  soij^e, 
whether  we  could  create  a  trading  eompatiy. '  I 
have  not  a  doubt  on  the  subject.  If  it  can  be 
demonstrated  to  me  that  bommeree  would  be 
benefited  by  the  incorporation  of  a  mercantile 
company,  that  it  is  indispensably  necessary- to 
do  it  to  regulate  trade  to  advantage ;  under  sneh 
circumstances  i  have  no  doubt  we  can  er^te  a 
company,  for  the  creation  of  a  company  isiio 
more  the  exercise  of  a  separate  independent  au- 
thority than  any  law  which  we  make  when 
legislating  under  oUr  entHnerated  powers.  If  it 
be  inq^uired  whether  or  no  we  could  incorporate 
a  company  to  cut  canals  through  the  State?,  I 
answer  that  there  Is  in  the  Constitntion  a  clause 
authorizing  Congress  to  regulate  trade  between 
the  States,  and  under  this  clause  we  xsould  d^  H 
with  the  consent  of  the  States.  We  cotild  lot 
do  it  without^  and  I  derive  this  construction  from 
the  Constitution  ifself.  It  is  a  fair  mode  of  con- 
struction .laid  down  by  profession«(l  roeuj  that 
where  ther.e  is  intricacy  or  difficulty  in  the  con- 
struction of  any  legal  instrument,  you  must  t^ke 
the  context  together;  one  part  of  the  Instrument 
must  be  used  to  elucidate  another;  the  difierent 
p«rts  must  be  compared,  and  the  true  construc- 
tion thereby  obtained.  In  the  Srh  section  of  the 
firart  article,  a  power  is  given  to  Congress  **  to  *x- 
*•  ercise  exclusive  legiRlation,  &>c,  over  all  places 
<  purchased  by  the  consent  of  theLegistature  of 
*  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the 
'  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards; 
'  and''other  needful  buildings."  I  discover  here 
that  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State  governments,  has  been 
exceedingly  vigilant  in  guarding  their  territoriri 
rights.  Therefore',  where  a  poWer  is  given  to 
the  General  <}overnment  interfering  with  the 
territorial  rights  of  the  States,  there  is  a  clause 
in  the  Constitution  savinor  territorial  rights,  and 
requiring  the  consent  of^the  States  to  its  exer* 
cise.  IlT therefore.  Government,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  enumerated  powers,  is  restrained  from  act- 
ing, where  their  acts  afiect  State  territory,  unless 
with  the  consent  of  the  States,  I  infer  that,  we 
h&ve  not  a  right  to  incorporate  canal  compai^es 
^ithout  the  consent  of  the  States  thl-ough  which 
the  canal  is  to  |^o.  With  this  limitation  I  have 
little  hesitation  in  saying  that  We  ha^e  a  right  to 
incorporate  canal  companies. 

It  is  said  that  the  corporation,  which  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  reobarter,  independent  of  the  facility  ll 
afibrds  to  Government  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  has  also  particular  advantages  given' to 
it;  that  it  is. a  monopoly;  and  what  right,  it  is 
asked,  has  Congress  to  grant  a  monopoly  ?  I  will 
ask,  in  return,  when  an  officer  is  appointed  to 
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eoUeetthe  eastoms,  bmt  benot  a  salary  and  emol- 
amenu?  la  not  erery  office  in  law  called  a 
fraaehise  or  a  partiealar  privilege  ?  If  the  offi- 
cer who  has  these  emolnioeDts,  priyileges^  or 
fraDchtses,  (call  them  what  you  wilj.)  receives 
these  in  coosideratioD  for  bis  serrices,  have  ypo 
Bot  tbe  power  to  bold  out  ifiducements  to  associ- 
ated bodies  of  men  to  form  an  institution  from 
-which  the  public  may  derive  benefit,  not  with  a 
View  exclnsively  to  their  monopoly  and  benefit, 
bnl  on  account  of  tbe  advantages  to  be  derived 
lirom  it  by  the  poblix:  ? 

If  it  is  nrged  lliat  instead  of  this  incorporated 
epmpany,  you  might  appoint  officers  in  the  dif- 
ferent porta  of  ibe  States  in  which  the  greatest 
duties  are  collected,  and  issue  notes,  or  bills  of 
credit » wbieh  are  made  current,  without  creating 
m  bank  authorized  to  make  discounts,  I  admit  we 
mi|(hl ;  but  if  we  believe  it  not  so  convenient  and 
safe  a  way  of  collecting  our  revenue  as  through 
tlNt  agency  of  a  bank,  we  have  the  right  to  asso- 
ehite  men  in  a  bankin|f  company  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  gire  them  particular  privileges,  upon  the 
aame  principles  that  we  give  privileges  or  fran- 
chisee to  every  ofi$cer  we  appoint;  and  although 
we  thus  confer  ii^  both  instances  privileges,  it  is 
done  for  the  public  good,  because  'the  object  lo 
be  efifoeted  can  be  accomplished  by  np  other  means 
ao  effectually.    If  you  want  an  association  of 
naen  in  a  partfcnlar  manner,  to  make  them  sub* 
aervient  to  some  political  use,  you  have  authority 
to  give  to  those  associating  men  .whatever  privi- 
lege may  be  sofficient'to  iodace  them  to  associate- 
for  this  purpose.    Yoti  do  not  give 'them  this 
privilege  for   their  own  itktivtdual  advantaffe^ 
bat  as  the  lure,  the  bonus  for  association,  bv 
wrfaich  association   tbe  public  object  is  effected. 
I  would  ask  whether  Congress  could  not  to-mor- 
raw  pass  a  law  auttarorizing  the  President  tot>pen 
a  negotiation  with  Hope  and  Co^  saying,  we 
haTe  fnll  confidence  in  tou,  %od  you  shall  be  the 
Uaked  States'  bankers  ?    This  may  be  said  to  be 
a  aaonopoly;  but,  if  Congress  were  convinced 
that  this  was  the  safest  means  of  coHectiug  tbe 
TeTenne,  I  ask  where  is  the  clause  of  the  Coosti- 
. .  totiott  which,  in  substance  or  words,  prohibits 
Congress  from  adopting  such  a  measure?     If 
there  ba  no^elanse,  to  prohibit  this^  there  is  no 
prohibition  to  ttie  passage  of  a  law  for  incforpo- 
raijog  ifldividuais  in  an  association  froni  Which 
the  greatest  possible  facility  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  is  etpected.   In  a  word,  sir,  it  appears 
tomeihat  tbe  only  rule  in  an  instance  of  this 
kind  is,  to  take  care  that  the  means  used  have  a 
accessary  reference  to  the  object  of  the  power. 
When  legislating'  on  the  enumerated  powers  of 
Congress,  the  only  limitation  is  an  inquiry  whe- 
^r  the  means  we  are  about  to  use  necessarily 
relate  to  the  effectuation  of  the  object  in  view. 
Vor  instance,  I  should  consider  it  a  violation  of 
the  Constiifition,  if  Congress,  -under  the  power 
*le>  make  ri>les  for  the  governmentiof  the  land 
Md  naval  foreeS)**  shotsild  pass  a  law  regulating 
ailitary  testamentary  devises ;  because  the  inci- 
drot  is  too  remote,  it  is  too  great  a  stretch  of 
jbwer,  t}ie  constitntionality  or  unconstitutionality 


being  regulated  by  tbe  relation  of  the  means  to  ' 
the  object  to  be  effected.  If  this  reasoning  be 
just,  then,  this  qnestion  is  not  soluble  by  the 
mere  determination  of  the  question  whether  or 
not  this  is  the  best  system  by  which  our  revenue 
can  be  collected;  we  must,  to  insure  its  rejec- 
tion on  Constitutional  grounds,  prove  that  the 
power  of  establishing  a  bank  is  so  remote  from 
tbe  object  of  collecting  the  revenue,  as  to  have  no 
connexion  with  it.  Admit  that  a  better  system 
of  collecting  the  revenue  can  be  devised,  than 
by  the  establishment  of  a  bank;  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  the  bank  is  unconstitutional.  The  only 
'(question  is,  whether  it  is  so  remote,  as  that  by  no 
satisfactory  process  of  reasoning  you  can  prove 
its  analogy  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  If 
it  be  shown  that  a  better  system  could  be  adopted, 
it  only  proves  that  this  is  inexpedient;  not  thai 
it  is  unconstitutional ;  and,  sir,  it  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  astonishment  to  me,  that,  notwithstanding 
it  was  90  universally  believed  some  time  since 
that  the  agency  of  the  bank  was  excessively  con- 
ducivie  to  ihe  ppompt  and  regular  collection  of 
the  reveirae.  it  is  now  discovered  that  its  agency 
istiirneeessary.  The  gentlemen  who  are  now  of 
this  opinion  thought  otherwise  formerly,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  best  en- 
abled to  decide  the  question,  is  of  a  different  opin- 
ion from  them. 

In  answer  to  those,  sir,  who  say  that  State 
banks  afford  the  facility  necessary  to  the  collec- 
tion of  tlie  revenue,  I  would  ask,  is  the  General 
Gbvemment  to  be  dependent  on  the  State  banks 
for  the  collection  of  tne  revenue?    Or  do  gentle- 
men believe  they  would  be  as  secure  and  respon- 
sible as  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States?    As  to 
the  Remark  that  in  those  States  where  there  are 
no  banks  the  revenue  is  collected  with  as  muc^ 
focility  as  where  there  are  banks,  I  would  reply 
that  where  there  are  no  banks  there  is  neverthe- 
less bank  currency  in  circulation.    Where  the 
States  have  no  banks  of  their  own.  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  in  circulation 
and  the  customs  paid  lb  those  notes.    A  National 
Bank,  I  am  nnder  a  strong  conviction,  is,  if  not 
indispensable,  highly  conducive  to  a  convenient 
collection  of  the  revenue;  and  if  this  bank  be 
put  down  to-day,  before  a  long  interval  of  time 
we  shall  have  another  bank.    In  my  estimation 
there  ought  to  be  a  bank  whose  paper  circulate* 
freely  throughout  the  States;  other  paper  will  an- 
swer the  same  purpose.    I  recollect  to  have  been 
travelling  where  I  had  in  my  pocket-book  five 
hundred  dollars  in  good  bank  notes;  and  yet  I 
was  compelled  to  trespass  on  another  gentleman 
in  company  with  me  to  bear  my  expenses.     If 
the  notes  I  bad  with  me  had  been  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  would  have  cir-, 
culated  freely,  because  the' merchants,  gladly  re- 
ceive them  from  the  planters  for  the  purpose  of 
remittance,  dbc.,  but  it  always  will  be  otherwise 
with  State  banks.    From  their  nature  they  can- 
not give  that  general  circulation  which  is  derived 
from  a  general  bank. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clat,)  with  his  usual  ingeniiity^sj[^jM  ^f  the 
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enormoaseTil  and  the. danger  to  our  liberties  that 
is  t6  be  anticipated  from  giving  the  power  to 
erect  corporations,  which  he  say»  is  an  original 
power,  and  has  giren  being  to  institutions  which 
have  swelled  to  an  enormous  magnitude.  The 
example  of  the  East  India  Company  and  the 
South  Sea  Company  were  spoken  of  in  an  alarm^ 
ine,  im{>ressire,  and  ingeniojus  panner.  But,  I 
ask,  sir,  if  the  State  governments  do  not  possess 
this  gigantic  power?  I  see  nothing  to  restrain 
them  more  than  the  Qenetal  Qdvernment.  I 
see  that  the  only  supervisors  as  to  the  Slate  gov- 
ernments are  the  people  themselves,  who  are  also 
the  supervisors  of  ^Congres^,  who  have  also  the 
invidious  jealous  eyes  of  the  State  governments 
constantly  upon  them,  as  is  illustrated  in  the  con- 
duct of  some  of  the  States  on  this  very  question, 
and  who  combined  would  gjuardthis  piower  from 
abuse  by  the  General  Government  much  more 
than  the  people  alone  will  guard  against  abuses 
by  the  States.  It  is  a  visionary  mode  of  reason* 
ing  to  argue  against  the  possession  of  power  from 
•the  abuse  of  it.  Thp  gentleman  may  as  well  tell 
us  that  we  may  raise  armiea  to  so  monstrous  an 
•extent  as  to  crush  6ur  liberties ;  and*  therefore,  we 
ought  not  on  any  emergency  to  fais^  an  army. 
He  may  as  well  say  the  creation  of  a  military 
school,  which  is  as  much  and  no  more  a  result- 
ing power  than  the  one  in  question,  is  giving 
$0  Congress  a  great  substantive  independen  t  power 
to  create  a  vast  engine,  under  the  name  of  a 
militarjr  school,  which  may  swell  to  such  an  im- 
mense importance  to  make  it  an  instrument  to 
swallow  all  the  liberties  of  the  country.  So  as 
respects  ?ites  for  forts  and  armories,  and  ore 
banks,  powers  exercised  by  implication,  the  ^en? 
tleman^  from  the  unlimited  indulgence  he  gives 
to  a  gloomy  and  foreboding  imagination,  may 
say,  you  may  purchase  the  territorial  rights  of  the 
States  until  you  destroy  their  sovereignty.  There 
iM  no  end  to  the  extent  of  such  reasonmff.  We 
must  rely  in  some  degree  on  ourselves,  on  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  State  governments,  and  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  people.  When  the  whole  body 
politic  is  so  corrupt  that  there  are  no  eyes  on  oiir 
rulers  to  see  when  they  transcend  the  powers  of 
the  Constitution,  all  is  lost,  and  no  paper  reserva- 
tions can  save  rus. 

From  this  reasonioff,  sir,.!  again  reiterate  that 
I  concltide  that  when  the  Constitution  was  formed 
and  promulgated,  it  waslhe  intention  of  the  fra* 
mers  of  the  Constitution  and  of  those  "who  adopt- 
ed it.  in  the  powers  they  gave  to  tiie  Congress  of 
Che  Uffited  States,  to  include  that  powec^  and  es- 
tablish a  bank  if  such  an  institution  was  consid- 
ered convenient,  necessary,  and  proper  to  carry 
into  execution  any  one  of  the  enumerated  powers 
conceded  to  the  General  Government;  and,  if  it 
was  Constitutional  then,  it  is  equally  so  now. 

In  the  course  of  the  very  elaborate  and  able 
speech  delivered  by  my  colleague  a  few  days  past 
on  this  subject,  he  stated  these  two  positions  j 
chat  a  right  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  is 
not  of  a  description  of  character  similar  to,  and 
has  BO  analogy  with,  any  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress. 


24.  That  the  ri^ht  to  ffraat  charters  of  iiieor- 
poration  was  a  distinct  and  sovereign  power,  equal 
m  itself  to  any  of  the  enumerated  powersgranted 
to  Congress. 

As  to  the  first  position,  that  the  right  of  creat- 
ing corporations  or  banks  has  no  analogy  to  the 
enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  permit  me  to 
observe  this  is  begging  the  question,, or  rather 
entirely  evading  it.  If  it  is  admitted  by  every 
one  (and'this  has  been  admitted)  that^banks  af- 
ford the  greatest  facility  of  collecting  your  rev- 
enue, and  you  have  aright  to  avail  y^ourselfof 
the  best  means  to  carry  into  execution  your  emu- 
merated  powers,  the  right  to  create  banks  has  an 
immediate  connexion  with  and!  grpws  out  of  the 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  ,which  brtngs 
this  merely  to.  a  question  of  expediency. 

His  second  position  was,  that  the  right  to  creite 
corporations  or  banks  was  a  distinct  and  sovereign 
power,  equal  in  itself  to  any  o/  the  enumerated 
powers  of  Congress ;  -  that  it  wants  that  connexioB, 
affiliatioiS,  and  subserviency,  to  some  enumerated 
■power,  wjiich  is  necessary  to  give  a  power' by 
implication. .  I  know  not  that  a  law  granting  a 
charter  of  incorporation  is  more  an  act  pf  sover- 
eignty than,  a  law  passed  on  any*  other  aubject. 
That  it  is  a  power^  original,  independent,  aiMl  of 
iuelf  equal  to  any  one  of  the  enumerated  powers, 
cannot  be  admitted,  because  it  has  not  been  con- 
tended by  any  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
of  creatkiff  corporations  at  all  times  and  in  all  in- 
stances. It  is  olily  contended  to  be  proper  and 
.Constitutional  when  it  is  used  in  subserviency  to 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  as  the  means 
best  calculated  to  carry  any  enumerated  power 
into  execution.  The  right  of  creating  incorpo- 
rations for  this  purpose  only,  and  under  this  limi- 
tation, can  never  make  it  a  power  equalin  charac^ 
ter  and  magnitude  to  any  one  of  our  enumerated 
powers,  because  if  it.is  used  as  a  mere  subservient 
mstrunlent  to  them^  in  that  point  of  view^ — if  it 
can  be  demonstrated  that  they  are  a  convenient 
means  to  effect  a  legitimate  object,  my  colleague 
must  admit  their  constitutionality,  because  lie 
has  emphatically  dwelt  on  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  gives  to  Congress  the  power  te 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper ;  and  tq  those 
who  apprehend  that  this  power  may  be  abused 
and  Congress  may  attempt  to  exercise  it  in  in- 
stances not  within  the  pale  o^  their  legitimate 
authority,  I  aiiswer  they  may  also  abuse  any 
other  power  they  possess^  The  only  preserva- 
tion is  the  virtue  ot  our  Legislature  and  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  people! 

The  next  point  which  remains  to  be  investiga- 
ted is,  whether  the  constitiitionality  of  the  Eili 
under  consideration  receives  any  s^upportfropa  its 
principles  having  been  sanctioned  by  any  former 
laws  and  measures  of  the  GovernmenL 

Mr.  President,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  where 
a  measure  obtains,  that  inflicts  a  violation  on  «ur 
Constitution  that  is  unquestionable,  palpable,  s^d 
notorious,  howeyer  frequently  and  however  sel- 
emnly  this  measure  had  been  sanctioned,  howei^ 
long  it  had  been  submitted  to  and  endured,  would 
not  be  cbnsidefatibns  with  me  pf  any impor tame 
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or  creite  ope  moment  of  doubt.  Error,  bowerer 
repeated  and  submitted  to,  is  error  stilh  and  eyery 
oocasion  sbould  be  soa^fht  to  get  rid  of  it ;  but  on 
an  occasion  in  tbe  oriffm  of  which  the  Constitu* 
tiooal  question  was  doubtful,  when  men  of  the 
pure6t  integrity  and  most  illumined  intelligence- 
might  na^se  and  differ  and  doubt,  I  should  im- 
agine that  such  case  once  ac(ed  on  should  neyer 
afiain  be  touched,  unless  considerations  of  irresti* 
ble  importance  lead  to  such  a  measure ;  and  I  im- 
^ne  that  e?erv  man  of  candor  and  intelligence 
who  weighs  with  due  deliberation  the  question 
under  consideration,  will  at  least 'admit,  if  the 
measure  is  not  certainly  Constitutional,  it  is  at 
least  of  that  description  of  character  I  haye  last 
mentioned,  in  such  an  instance  as  this,  will  it 
be  said  that  after  this  measure  has  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress  on  full  deliberation  and  debate;  af- 
ter the  Dill  establishing  this  bank  had  received 
the  approbation  of  the  President,  who  reserved  his 
ai|^nature  to  it  till  the  last  moment  pernlitted  by 
the  Constitution,  and  after  he  had  viewed  the 
question  #ith  all  its  bearings  in  every  attitude  it 
could  be  presented,  after  full  consultation  with 
his  Cabinet  Ministers  and  others  of  high  intellec- 
tual  cbamcter;  after  the  law  thus  sanctioned  by 
the  Legislature  and  tbe  President  has  been>  ac- 
quiesced in  and  practised  on  for  the  space  of 
twenty  years,  when  it  has  been  considered  invio- 
lable, and  corroborating  laws  pas^d  during  the 
admioistratioa  and  legislation  of  different*  domi- 
nant political  parties ;  when.those  laws  have  been 
saneuoned  by  the  solemn  adjudication  of  all  our 
3odgea,both  of  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
menu*,  to  suppose  that  all  these  considerations 
are  to  have  no  iafluence  as  to  putting  to  rest  a 
Constitutional  question  which  Was  doubtful  in  its 
origin,  is  to  be  sceptical  and  scrupulous  beyond 
aU  reasonable  bounds.  If  Congress  had  no  right 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  was  it  not  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion in  the  President,  and  Con|^ess  to  pass  laws 
ponishiog  individuals  for  the  forgery  of  its  pa- 
per? Nay,  more,  Mr.  President,  when  we  inflict 
death  for  the  support  of  institutions  Congress  had 
no-aigbt  to  create,  and  for  (he  violation  of  laws 
tbe  Constitution  prohibits  that  body  from  enae^ 
ii|ff^(and  under  the  denomination  of  each  of  the 
poIitioBl  sects  into  Which  this  country  is  divided, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  now  contended  for  by 
gentlemen,  such  laws  have  been  passed) — are  not 
the  Executive  which  sanctioin,  the  Congress 
which  passed,  and  the  whole  body  of  our  Judi- 
ciary, both  of  thetjkneral  and  State  Qoyernments^ 
which  enforces  such  uo<ionstituiional  measures, 
and  under  their  surreptitious  aotbority  inflicts 
death  upon  our  citizens,  worse  than  usurpers  1 
Are  they  not  murderers  ?  Yes,  Mr.  President,  I 
reiterate,  are  they  not  murderers  ?  And  are  we 
pvepared  to  pronounce  so  >|ieavy  a  denunciation 
oa  our  predecessors,  on  barselyes,  and  the  other 
great  Departments  of  our  Government  ?  Are  we 
ready  to  inform  the  American  people  that  this 
body  and  all  their  constituted  authorities  h^ve 
sported  with  the  lives  and  illegally  shed  the  blood 
oil  our  citizens?  My  colleague  was  foreman  of 
tbe  jury  that  pronounced  sentence,  or  that  found  a 


verdict,  on  the  famous  or  rather  infamous  Logwood, 
for  forgery  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  This  verdict  was  confirmed  by  the  judfe 
of  the  court,  and  the  crimioal  punished  agreeably 
to  the  judffment.  Is  a  measure  of  such^ weighty 
and  awful  import,  so  solemnly' and  deliberately 
acted  on  and  cieciaed,  and  multifarious  other  de-*^ 
cisions  of  the  same  description,  to  have  no  influ- 
ence oil  the  decision  we  are  about  to  give  respect- 
ing the  constitutionality  of  establishing  a  National 
Bank  ?  If  they  are  not,  then  gentlemen  view  the 
subject  through  a  ver^  different  medium  thajft 
that  through  which  it  is  presented  to  my  vision. 
Then,  in  my  judgment^  Mr.  Presfdept,  our  sit- 
uation is  alarming  indeed. 

This  vibrating,  Constitutional  doctrine,  to-day 
one  thing,  to-morrow  another,  as  tbe  donaination 
of  one  party  or  the  other,  or  the  passions  of  the 
moment  shall  prevail,  will  reduce  our  Constitu* 
tion  to  nothing,  or  render  it  a  mere, instrument, 
for  depraved  men,  if  such  should  get  into  power, 
to  accomplish  their  wicked  purposes,  and  to  de- 
stroy tbe  liberties  and  oppress"  the  virtuous  peo- 
ple of  this  country^  It  is  a  wise  maxim  of  our 
municipal  law  that  in  novelty  there  is  danger, 
but  antiqiiit^  of  law  sanctifies  error.  If  this 
principle  is  just,  as  it  respects  miinioipal  law-*- 
?and  of  this,  in  my  iudgment,  there  can  be  no 
doubt >— it  is  infinitely  more,  so  when  applied  to 
fundamental  and  Constitutional  principles,  wbtch. 
when  once  fixed,  on  all  questions  of  a  doubtful 
nature,  should  never  again  be  agitated.  The  in- 
fluence wbich  the  decision  of  the  Judiciary  may 
have  on  settling  the  constitutionality  of  the  law 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
not  intended  to  be  urged  by  m^  as  an  argument, 
which  in  my  judgment  ought  to  be  relied  on,  be<- 
oause  I  conceive  it  the  duty  of  the*  Judiciary 
merely  to  expound  what  is  the  law  of  Congress, 
and  to  determine  between  a  law  aad  the  Consti- 
tution is  assuming  to  the  Judiciar]^  a  power  not 
appertaining  to  it— a  power  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  of  our  Constitution,  and  such  a  one  as,  if 
exercised  by  anV  ju^iciary^  under  a.  popular 
Government,  will  ultimately  destroy  the  Gpv- 
em ment  itself.  ^ 

The  inferenee.  therefore,  whiclv  is  derived  from 
the  jreasoaing  above  insisted  on,  from  tbe  decis^ 
ions  of  the  Judiciary,  is  intended  for  those  who 
insist  that  your  Federal  Judiciary  have  a  right 
to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  any  law 
passed  by  Con|;res8  wbich  odtnes  under  ^ts  cogni- 
zance. The  aid  I  myself  derive  frqm  the  source 
of  precedent  to  support  the  constiturionality  of 
this  measure  is  solely  from  the  reiterated  acts  of 
di£^nt  Congresses,  and  the  approbation  of  jdif- 
ferent  Pre^denu,  and  the  concurrence  under  them 
for  the  space  of  more  than  twenty  years  during 
the  prevalence  of  difibrent  political  parties.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  member 
f^om  Tennessee,  and  others,  to  invalidate  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  inference.drawn  from  this  princi- 
ple of  precedency,  bv  insisting  that  the  bank  law 
was  in  the  nature  or  a  contract  with  individuals, 
by  Which  private  rights  became  vested,  and  there* 
fore  the  Government  was  bound  to  carry  it  into 
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effect.  Tbe  ffentleman  from  Tennessee  imaginee 
tbat  daring  tne  period  of  the  republican  Admin- 
i&ttation  and  majority  in  Congress,  which  acted 
upon  this  bank  law,  it  was  considered  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  contract,  and  as  such,  Government  de- 
termfned  to  carr^  it  into  effect  with  eood  faith, 
and  with  that  view  passed  the  several  corrobor^ 
ating  laws  which  have.been^froip  time  to  time 
.  enacted.  But  this  reasonings,  sir/*of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  has  been  ^o  fully  refuted 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  in  the  very  able 
speech  he  delivered  on  ^his  ijuestion  som^  days 
past,  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  further  Com- 
menting on  it.  I  will  only  repeat  one  reiAark 
tha;  was  made  by  my  colleagQe.  If  the  ttahk 
law  was  unconstltationai  at  first,  it  coulcl  "not 
gir^  any  legal' corporate  existence  to  any  bodybf 
men  to  form  a  legal  contract  in  a  corporate  char- 
ceter  which  bad  no  such  existence.  Therefore, 
tbere  existe^lno  legal  contract ;  the  faith  of  Gov- 
ernment uras  not  pledged ;  it  was  like  a  contract 
with  a  married  woman,  or  an  idiot;  it  was  ipso 
fouUo  void. 

To  recapitulate:  I  derive  the  power  to  create 
a  National  Bank,  when  this  Constitution  came 
into  existence,  from  the  situation  of  society,  and 
our  legal  institutions  at  that  time,/and  the  diffi- 
culty, as  things  existed,  that  the  revenue  could 
be  collected  with  advantage  in  any  other  way 
than  by  the  agency  of  a  bank.  If  this  reasoning 
be  deemed  erroneous,  I  insist  that  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  create  a  bank  was  in. 
the  first  instance  doubtful^  aiul  the  principle  bav-< 
ing  been  recognised,  and  having  received  every 
sanctioQ  the  Government  could  give,  and  prac* 
tised  on  for  more  than  twenty  years,  b  not  now 
to  be  called  in  question.  Admitting  that  on  both 
these  points  my  views  are  erroneous;  say  that 
the  establishment  of  the  bank^  at  its  commence- 
ment, was  improper,  still,  if  it  be  demonstrated 
that,  the  existence  or  rechartering  of  tb<e  bank  is 
indispensable,  or  highly  expedient  at  present,  to 
the  due  exercise  of  enumerated  rights*  of  Con- 
gress, th^t  which  was  improper  or  even  perhaps 
HBConstitntsonal  at  ftrst,  beciuse  it  was  not  neces- 
sary,'becomes^Constitutionai  and  proper,  beeause 
sow  expedient  or  esstntiaK  Congress  is  clothed 
by  the  Constitntioii  with  a  variety  of  -delegated 
rights/  Now,  admitting  that  the  esublishment  of 
9  bank  in  the  first  instance  was  not  necessary  for 
tke  due  exercise  of  the  legislative  rights  bestowed 
in  any  one  of  these  enumerated  powers,  if  our 
predecessors  in  pffioe,  hy  the  creation  of  a  bank, 
whieb  at  best  was  an  improper  institution,  becafise 
not  necessary,  have  pUoed  our  fiscal  concerns  in 
such  a  sitoatioo  that  it  cannot  be  put  down  with- 
out great  iniury  to  the'  revenue,  which  Congress 
is  bound  to  ^evy  and  collect,  without  injuring  our 
commerce,  without  impairing  our  public  credit, 
without  lessening  the  public  mreifare,  all  of  which 
Congress  is  bound  to  provide  for  and  protect;  if 
this  call  be^emonstrated  to  be  the  ^probable  result 
oi  pulling  down  the  bank  at  this  period,  I  would 
ask  whether  that  institution,  which  was  improper 
at 'first,  because  not  necessary,  does  not  become 
proper,  because  almost  indispensable  at  present? 


In  construing  the.  Constitution  of  the  Uoit^ 
States,  when,  legislating  on  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  I  lay  down  this  ruleof  coostmo- 
tion:  that  the  only  limitation  to. the  power  of 
Congress  is  either  some  positive  or  implied  pro- 
hibition in  the  Constitution  itself,  of  the  exercise 
of  an  honest  and  sober  discretion.    If,. therefore, 
there  is  any  reason  .to  believe,  at  the  present  pe- 
riod and  existing  %tate  of  things,  that  by  putting 
down  the  bank  yobi*  revenue  will  be  greatly  im- 
paired, your  commerce  will  be  injured)  the  pub- 
lic credit  lessened,  all  of  which  Congress  is  to 
protect;  does  Wt  such  a  state  of  things  make.il 
proper  that  that  bank,  which  ought  not  to  hare 
been  created,  beeause  not  npcessarv.  now  ought 
to  be  continued  because  indispensaole?    It  nuay 
here  be  said,  that  I  am  ^varying  the  Qonstitution 
if  I  say  that  a  thing  is  proper  to-day  which  was 
not  proper  five  and  twenty  years  ago ;  that  this 
vibration  irill  always  keep  the  Constitution  in  aa 
uncertain  state.    I  say,  no.    My  doctrine  is  sub- 
ject to  no  itech  accusation ;  the  pfihciples  of  the 
Constitution  are  uniform  and  unalterable.    It  is 
an  uniform. and  unalterable  principle,  that  Con- 
gress have  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes; 
they  have  the  same  positire,  unchangeable  right 
to  exercise  all  the  enumerated  powers,  the  only 
rule  of  construction  relating  to  them  being  that 
the  means  you  use  have  a  necessary  relation  to 
the  power  on  which  you  legislate.    U  the  means 
be  not  enumerated,  you  exercise  discretion  as  to 
the  m^ans,  having  a  regard  to  (he  existing  state 
of  things  when  you  legislate  coacerning  them. 
The  sanae  means  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
now,  which  would  not  hare  been  twenty  years 
ago.    You  ch^nffe  the  me^ns  to  attain  the  end, 
but  the  end  itself,  the  enumerated  power  in  the 
Constitution,  remains  unchanged.    As  iong  as 
the  Constitution  exists,  you  must  select  the  means 
most  proper  ibr  executing  Che  enumerated  rights 
at  the  precise  moment  at  which  you  legislate  re- 
specting them,    if  this  be  the  true  construction 
of  the  Constitution  respecting  the  recharter  of 
the  bank,  the  .question  mereljff  resolves  itself  into 
an  inquiry  how  far  sikch  a  measure  is  at  present 
expedient.    To  determine  at  this  moment  whe- 
ther or  not  it  be  Constitutional,  or  in  other  \rords 
expedient,  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United 
St&tei,  I  am  to  say  whether,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstaficea,in  the  present  state  of  societjr,  situa- 
tion of  trade  and  revenue,  the  preservation  and 
continuance  of  this  institution  is  essentially  ne- 
cessary.   If  it  be  essentially  necessary,  we  have 
a  right  to  recharter  the  bank*    I  have  been  pre- 
ti^  in  stating  this  view  of  the  subject,  because  it 
has  not  before4)een  taken  by  any  other  gtMUteman. 
With  respect  to  the  expedieooy  Of  rechartering 
this  institution,  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
any  doubt  should  be  entertained.    It  appears  to 
the  that  gentlemen  have  become  incredulons  be- 
yond ail  possible  bounds. .  I  believe,  sir,  it  was  a 
wise  saying  of  the  sage  Plato,  that  incredulity  is 
the  fountain  of  knowledge.    But  eren  to  this 
mftxim  there  must  be  some  Kmit.  as  seems  to  be 
illustrated  on  the  present  occasion',  when  incredu- 
lity hat  been  earned  <Bven  beyond  aU  reasonable 
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boQBds.  When  general  distress  is  in  Tie  w ',  when 
all  around  os  is  proof  of  the  fact;  when  men  in 
the  best  credit,  men  who  hare  heretofore  had  the 
greatest  command  of  moDey,  now  feel  the  want 
of  it ;  when  there  is  a  general  cry  of  distress 
from  your  large  towns ;  ^en  eur  table  is  loaded 
with  petitions  from  all  orders  of  people  in  out 
country,  depicting  in  the  most  7ivid  colors  their 
present  sufierings  and-  gloomy  apticipations; 
when  the  Furrpunding  banks  are  curtailing  one- 
kalf  of  their  accommodations;  when  our  whole 
commerce  is  paralyzed  by  the  various  aggres^ 
sions  it  has  experienced,  and  hy  t^he  shock  which 
the  agiiation  of  thi?  question  has  already  giren 
it. /or  gentlemen  to  shut  th^ir  eyes  to  the  effects 
of  the  dlssolntion  of  this  institution  is  to  me  as- 
tonishing. In  another  point  of  view  how  can  it 
be  qoestioned  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  whose  knowledge  we  have  all  bene- 
fited by  and  acknowledgeabn  various  occasions, 
has  said,  what  is  most  un(^uestionably  true,  that 
money  is  like  any  other  article  ofvtrade,  valuable 
in  proportion  to  iu  abundance  or  rarity.  Then 
if  yoa  strike  out  of  circulation  the  increased  capi- 
tal cirenlated  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
is  not  a  relative  scarcity  to  be  expepted? 

But  it  is  not  merely  to  the  exte;)t  of  the^in* 
creased  capital  circulated  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  money  will  be  driven  out  of  cir- 
culation.   Those  gentlemen  who  tell  you  that  the 
State  banks  in  this  period  of  calamity  and  distress 
can  afford  sufficient  accommodation,  are  in  my 
estimation  infinitely  mistaken.    The  State  banks 
will  in  the  first  instance  frequently  tend  to  in- 
crease the  evil.    The  same  men  who  have  ac- 
commodation in  the  Bank  of  .the  United  States, 
reiy  frequently  have  it  also  in  the  State  banks. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  finding  it  ne- 
cessanr  to  settle  the  accounts,  is  an^tiously  em- 
ployed Jo  drawing  into  hs  vaults  all  the  money 
It  cao  to  settle  its  affairs.    The  State  banks,  know- 
ing there  will  be  a  run  upon  them,  are  also  draw- 
ing in  the  money  dqe  them  by  the  very  individ- 
uals whom  it  is  imagined  tfiey  ct^i  accommodate 
by  extended  loans.    Those  State  banks  which 
were  to  relieve  the  merchants,  dtc'  will  join  in 
the  pressure;  in  order  to  secure  themselves,  they 
mast  produce  the  same  curtailment  to  tjieir  eus- 
tomers  which  is  used  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.    So  that  not  only  will  the  amount  of  the 
capital  circulated  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be  driven  out  of  circulation,  but  much  also.^ 
for  a  time,  of  that  paper  which  tne  State  banks 
were  Id  the  hi^bit  or  issviing  to  individuals.    It  is 
impossible  to  say  to  what  extent  the  circulating 
medium  will  be  diminished  ;  that  it  will  be  to  a. 
great  extent  for  a  short  time  there  can  be  no  sort 
of  doubt.    And   the  depression  of  the  price  of 
llour  at  this  period  is  proof  that  the  present  ap- 
prehensions have  already  produced  this  effect; 
for  although  I  would  yield  much  to  the  superiorly 
oC  mformauon  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
onmertantile  affairs  as  on  ihost.  others,  yet  in 
thb  instance  his  inlbrmation  is  not,  in  my  esti- 
matioii,  correct.    It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  flour 
is  now  in  as  great  demand  as  ever  it  has  been  in 


Ckdiz,  Lisbon,  and  Qibraltar.  It*  is^  not  long 
sinpe  I  saw  an  account  of  flour  having  sold  at 
twenty  doHars  at  Qibraltar.  Now,  sir,  if  a  mer- 
chant here  knew  he  could  get  this  price  there^  of 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  dollars,  as  is  unquestion- 
ably the  fact,  would  a  temporary  depression  of 
the  prices  at  Liverpool,  as  has  been  imagined  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  have  any  effect 
here  ?  None  at  all.  If  oui*  merchants  could  get 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars  at  Lisbon,  the  depres* 
sion  of  price  at  Liverpt)ol  would  not  have  the 
least  operation  here;  it  is  an  unquestioned  fact 
that  the  price  in  the  pprts  I  have  mentioned  is 
const,antlf  kept  up— and  yet  the  price  did  fall  at 
the  moment  the  bank  ouestipn  was  thought  to  be 
decided ;  L  think,  it  fell  two' dollars  immediately; 
and  it  was  no  doubt  from  the  difficulty *ofobtain« 
ing  money,  which  it  was  supposed  would  resuH 
from  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
StateSfthat  thi6  article  fell.  When  you  diminish 
the  quantity  of  money  which  is  to  represent  the 
articles  of  trade  brought  to  market,  I  do  not  want 
the 'gentleman's  mercantile  knowlege  to.  inform 
me-rit  is  a  plain  propositon — that. sdch  a  measure 
goes  to  depress  the  price  of  the  article  brought  to 
sale.  Tha(  the  destruction  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  Will  lessen'  the  circulatinj^ 
ctirrency  for  a  time,  must  go  to  depress  the  price 
of  produce  is  unquestionable,  and  will  alsodimin^ 
ish  for  a  time  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  other 
banks,  because  they  must  reduce  their  discounts. 
This  effect  may  be  but  temporary,  but  wUl  exist 
to  a  certain  extent. 

The  gentleman  from  MaryUnd  has  observed 
that  no  apprehensions  ^re  entertained  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Baltimore  on  account  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  United  States^  Bank.  I  think  I  have  been 
informed  that  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in 
that  town  has  said  he  had  a  vessel,  to  toad,  and 
knew  whei'e  he  could  send  her  so  as  to  clear  sir 
dollars  per  barrel  on  flour ;  for  that  flour  at  this 
period  coiild  be  purchased  here  at  eight  dollar^ 
and  might  be  sold  abroad  for  eighteen :'  but  in 
consequence. of  the  entire  ifaa possibility  of  obtain- 
ing money  from  the  banks  at  present,  from  the 
fear  entertained  respecting  the  dissolution  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  load  his  vessel.  Such,  sir.  I  have  been  ad- 
vised, is  the  situation  of  one  of  the  wealthiest  me^ 
of  that  town.  The  Bank  of  Columbia  has  at  one 
stroke  lessened  its  discounts  fifty  per  cent.,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  apprehension  entertainea  respec- 
ting the  dissolntion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  What  has  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chusetts  told  you  ?  That  $400,000  are  loaned  to 
the  people  of  this  District  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  What  will  he  the  effect  in  this  little 
District  of  drawing  three  or  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  out  of  circulation?  Sir,  to  tell  me 
that  the  reduction  of  circulating  medium  wUl  not 
produce  (it  may  be  but  fbr  a  short  time)  a  cor- 
respondent rieduction  of  ^he  prices  of  produce,  is 
to  tell  me  that  I  cannot  see  the  noon  day  sun. 
Hpw  long  this  reduction  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium and  the  consequent  depression  of  prices  may 
last,  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
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,  When  (be  nucnerous  late  failures  and  b&nknipt- 
cies  are  spoken  of,  what  is  the  reply  ?  That  they 
do  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  bank  accommo- 
dations, but  from  the  protesting  of  bills  abroad ; 
that  our  merchants  ha?e  much  property  abroad, 
but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  returns  for  it  ha$ 
been  such  as  to  embarrass  our  strongest  houses. 
Is  this  a  reason  why  we  should  accumulate  diffi- 
culties on  bjur  merchants?  Fifteen  or  twenty 
millions  are  said  to  be  tied  up  in  for^n  coun- 
tries, more  especially  in  England,  and  such  4s 
the  situation  of  Englapd  that  we  cannot  eet  re- 
mittances from  there.  This  is  an  admirable  rea- 
son, iir  indeed,  for  selecting  this  particular  mo- 
ment for  calling  on  the  merchants  to  make  an 
immediate  payment'to  the  amount  of  fourteen 
millions,  which  ,they  owe  this  institution,  and 
which,  if  put  down,  it  is  reasonable  to  beliere  will 
require  immediate  payment.  .  , 

This  is  regulating  trade  with  a  witness.  By  the 
annihilation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a 
considerable  portion  of  our  circulating  medium 
is  destroyed*  At  (he  same  period  our  merchants 
are  called  on  to  pay  their  debt  to  the  United 
States'  Bank  to  4he  amount  of  fourieen  millions, 
and  tbetr  revenue  bonds  amount  to  about  twelve 
millions.  This,  too,  at  a  period  when  the  funds 
of  our  merchanis  to  a  great  extent  are  in  Eng- 
land, and  cannot  be  withdrawn. 
'  To  me  it  appears  that  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, as  respects  commerop,  and  everything  else, 
makes  it  important,  at  this  crisis,  above  all  others, 
that  this  institution  should  be  preserved. 

But  gentlemen,- and  very  intelligent  gentlemen 
tell  us,  this  is  a  mere  momentary  pressure;  that, 
the  money  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  revenue  as  collecied,  will  |)e  deposited  in  other 
banks,  who  will  issue  paper  or  specie  in  propor^^ 
tjon  to  the  additional  capital  in  their  banks ;  that 
there  will  be  a  mere  temporary  vacuum,  which 
wJll  soon  be  £lled.  If  I  am  to  he  placed  ip  an  apart- 
ment from  which  all  respirable  air  is  exhausted, 
and  for  a  very  short  time  to  remain  there,  but 
till  all  vitality  is  extinguished,  it  will  truly'  be  a 
delightful  consolation  previously  to  advise  me 
that  this  vacuum  is  temporary,  and,  after  I  am 
destroyed,  the  equilibrium  will  be  restored  and 
fresh  air  admitted.  Precisely  of  this  nature  is 
the  consolation  afforded  ^o  }rour  ruined  merchants 
and  others.  What  avai4s  it  if  the  cause  be  mo- 
mentary, bjit  the  effectas  to  them  be  permanent! 
This  awful  moment  will  bring  permanent  de- 
struction to  thousands.  And  for  what  purpose  do 
we  produce  this  destruction  ?  To  get  rid  of  the 
foreign  influence  produced  by  the  stock  held  by 
foreigners.  Yet  sir,  this  foreign  capital  is  one 
of  the  most  beneflcial  consequences  attending  the 
kank  institution. 

In  a  new  country,  constantly  developing  new 
resources  of  every  description,  an  increasing 
population,  increasing  commerce,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  multiplied  objects  on  which 
capital  can  be  employed  to  great  advantage  to 
develope  the  wonderfully  increasing  energies 
and  resources ,  of  our  young  country,  we  can 
afford  to  pay  foreigners  good  interest  for  the 


use  of  their  capital.  This  is  one  of  thegreat 
reasons  with  me  in  favor  of  the  bank.  We  an 
admonished  that  this  foreign  capital  gives  to  for- 
eigners a  dreadful  political  influence.  Admit  the 
assertion,  which  however  is  not  true.  Who  in- 
vited it  here?  The  Grovernmeiit  itself.  We 
ourselves  sold  thiis  stock  to  foreigners.  Our  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  knowledge  tod 
consent  of  the  Goyernment,  bargained  and  trans- 
ferred great  part  of  iL  Is  this  ffood  faith,  is  it 
honorable  and  just?  After  we  have  received  a 
bonus  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  to  individaali, 
under  the  idea  that  the  charter  was  inviolable 
and  ^cure,  to  destroy  the  institution  to  get  rid  of 
this  foreign  capital  which  we  ourselves  had  ifi- 
vited  here  ?  If  these  monejred  banking  instito- 
titions  are  these  horrid  engines  of  political  in- 
fluence apd  corruption  some  have  contended  for. 
the  only  way  to  pbtain  any  good  they  afford, and 
yet  avoid  their  deleterious  effects,  is  to  get  for- 
eigners to  send  their  money  here,  and  invest  it 
in  our  funds.  We  get  the  beneflt^f  their  raooe]r, 
whilst  we  are  so  far  removed  from  them  tbattb^ 
can  have  no  operation  on  us.  For,  sir,  it  is  no- 
torious to  those  who  are  informed  on  the  subject, 
that  we  feel  less  iiiconvenience  or  political  inflo* 
ence  from- foreigners  who  hold  stock,  than  from 
natives  who  possess  it.  This  inference  most  be 
obvious  when  I  state,  that  foreigners  who  bold 
stock  have  no  vote  in  the  choice  of  directors. 

Again,  sir,  is  not  the  critical  situation  in  wbicb 
we  stand  in  fespect  to  our  foreign  relations  ar- 
ticular reason  why  we  should  not  at  this  tiio^ 
make  experiments  which  may  injure  the  poblie 
revenue?  If  we  enforce  our  non- intercourse 
law,  and  England  attempts  to  resist  it  and  force 
her  imports  into  our  country,  by  Florida  and  our 
southern  frontiers  on  one  side  and  Canada  aod 
'Nova  Scotja  on  the  other,  k  is  at  least  question- 
able whether  our  revenue  wiU  not  be  greatly  di- 
minished. In  our  present  unsettled  Bituatioo, 
with  Qur  mierchants  staggering  under  the  weigbt 
of  the  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and  foreign  spo- 
liation— ^is  this  a  moment  to  try  experiments  that 
may  have  the  effect  of  reducing  our  revenue,  by 
crippling  our  mereaqtile  enterprise,  and  forcing 
our  merchants  to  withdraw  their  fuAds  from  com- 
merce, in  order  to  pay  thenr  bonded  duties  and 
bank  debts?  But  will  the  destruction  of  tbis 
bank  rid  us  of  'the  dreaded  influence  of  forei^ 
capital  ?  No ;  you  get  in  its  stead  an  influence la- 
ffhitely  worse;,  you  encourage  speculation,  whicb 
will  produce  an  evil  of  an  infinitely  moire  pe«- 
tiferous  kind.  If  this  bank  be  put  down,  aaotiief 
ere  long  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  created,  for  tbai 
another  bank  must  and  will  be  created  is  avowed 
by  many  who  votfe  against  continuing  this,  and 
whenever  this  takes  place  a  scene  of  stock-job- 
bing will  ensue  to  an  extent  which  cannot  be  no^ 
calculated.  When  a  new  bank  and  a  new  stocf 
is  created^  although  by  prohibiting  foreigners  to 
be  subscribers  in  the  first  instance  it  will  at  ors< 
be  taken  up  by  our  own  citizens,  yet,  if  the  B»* 
ropean  capitalist  finds  it  to  his  advantage  to  have 
money  here  he  comes  and  purchases  our  stocky 
our  citizens,  in  the  subscription  to  the  new  stock) 


Digitized  byV^OOQlC 


28i 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


290 


Pbbri7art,  1811. 


Bank  of  the  United  St^tee. 


Senate. 


engage^  ia  a  scene  of  the  most  debasibj^  spec- 
oUtion;  oar  citizens  aAerw&rds  sell  Hhis  stock 
to  foreigners  whose  foreign  influence  we  wisii 
to  avoid,  and  after  having  gone  this  vicioUs  cir- 
cle we  arriTe  precisely  at  the  point  where  we 
started.  The  same  foreigners  who  now  haYe  so 
much  of  this  hsnk  stock  will  reinvest  their  mo- 
ney in  the  stock  of  the  new  bank  to  be  created. 
This  dissolution  of  the  bank,  then,  is  trying  wild 
▼tsionary  experiments,  possibly  in  its  conse- 
quences eonvnlsing  society  to  its  centre,  sport- 
ing with  thefeeliogs  and  happiness  of  the  coun- 
Uj,  impainng  mercantile  credit  and  enterprise, 
iojarin^  the  tranqnillity  of  many  of  our  most 
mmtortons  citizens,  who  see  ruin  hovering  over 
them  from  the  measure  we  seem  like  to  adopt; 
and  after  all  this  is  done,  we  come  round  to  the 
precise  point  from  which  we  commenced. 

It  has  either  suggested  itself  to  my  mind  upon 
reflection  on  the  subject,  or  it  is  an  idea  sug- 
gested by  some  political  writer,  (and  I  think  the 
Mtler  is  the  case,)  either  Hume  or  Snirith,  or  both, 
ihtLt  9,  gradual,  silent  and  almost  imperceptible 
increase  of  money  or  circulating  medium  has  the 
happiest  efiects  on  society,  and  operates  aft  the 
most  salutary  stimulus  to  the  exertions  and  in- 
dustry of  a  nation,  because  it  operates  as  a  grad- 
ual though  perhaps  nominal  premium  to  indus- 
try, by  increasing  the  price  of  every  article  that 
is  Drought  into  market ;  and  the  influence  w|)ich 
the  discovery  of  the  mines  of  South  Amerca 
\mA  00  the' European  world,  by  bringing  into 
circulation  an  increased  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals,  is  instanced,  as  well  as  I  recolUct,  by 
some  of  the  economists,  as  an  illustration  of  this 
observation;  for  the  increase  of  industry,  of  the 
arts^andof  all  social  Comforts  which  soon  fol« 
lowed  this  event  has  been  remarked  by  several 
polki'cal  Writers.  If  this  invisible  increase  t>f  the 
cfreslatlogcarrency  of  a  nation  is  from  the  ctiuses 
alwvementioned  productive  of  such  happy  effects, 
wiU  not  the  immediate  extinguishment  of  a  great 
Nctiooal  Bank,  and  the  consequent  diminution 
of  the  circulating  currency  of  your  country,  have 
an  immediate  opposite  and  baneful  operation 
Qpon  society  1  Will  it  not  produce  a  tempor&ry 
depression  of  prices  of  many  of  the  necessaries 
and  luzories  of  life,  and  to  a  certain  extent  lessen 
and  benumb  the  vi^or  and  exertions  of  our  citi- 
zeua  7  It  is  true,  this  effect  may  be  temporary, 
because  new  banks  will  remove  the  evil— but  is 
there  any  reason  to  produce  this  evil  even  fqr  a  mo* 
merit ;  or,  in  other  words,  should  we  produce  this 
deleterious  effect  for  one  moment  by  the  destruc- 
tioD  of  one  bank,  that  we,  or  the  States,  by  the 
crcetloa  of  new  banks,  may  remove  the  evil  we 
onrsdves  have  created?  This  seems  to  be  pro- 
dacio^  a  calamity  that  we  may  either  remove 
or  mitigate  It. 

The  bank,  it  has  been  objected^  has  been  used 
tita  instrument  of  improper  political  influence. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am 
00^  advocation  the  mere  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States.  I  am  only  for 
recfatftering  it  on  certain  conditions,  or.  in  other 
wonb^  with  a  view  that  it  may  subscribe  to  the 
nth  Con.  3d  Sess.— 10 


amount  of  its  capital  to  a  newly  created  bank  on 
different  principles,  of  larger  extent  of  capital, 
and  with  a  porilon  of  the  directors  appointed  by 
the  Government.  This,  sir,  will  effectually  pre- 
vent the  directors  from  using  the  bank  as  a  poli*> 
tical  engine  against  the  Qovernment  itself,  and 
obviates  every  objection  on  this  head.  Witness 
the  Bank  of  Virginia — how  effectually  is  such  an 
,  operation  guarded  against  there  by  such  a  pro- 
vision. 

I  have  no  sympathv  for  the  directors  of  this 
bank,  who  are  said  to  have  improperly  exercised 
this  political  influence^all  my  sympathies  are  in 
opposition  to  them.  It  is  not  for  the  benefit  of, 
or  tenderness  for  these  directors  that  I  advocate 
thehill  on  your  table.  I  know  none  of  them,  nor 
care  anything  about  them,  further  than  not  to  do 
them  injustice.  Thej  may  have  conducted  them- 
selves exceedingly  improperly — I  believe  they 
have  done  so  many  years  past,  on  some  occasions — 
but  this  \s  not  the  way  to  seek  redress  for  their 
misconduct.  Sir,  I  have  heard  of  a  man  who, 
when  irritated,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfaction, 
•  would  seat  himself  on  a  chaflng-dish  of  hot  coals. 
The  mode  which  is  proposed  to  punish  the  direc- 
tors for  their  real  or  supposed  misconduct  Is 
equally  wise'in  this  instance.  I  would  not  injure 
the  public  welfare  and  heap  ruin  on  very  many 
innocent  men  for  injuries  long  since  committed,  if 
at  all,'  by  these  directors,  and  which  never  can  be 
revived.  Besides,  this  evil  is  gradually  correct- 
ing itself.  When  thiere  was  only  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  very  f^w  others,  the  conse- 
quende  was,  that  it  was  a  species  of  favoritism  to 
get  into  the  banks,  and  a  privilege  extended  only 
to  particular  friends. 

But  at  the  extent  to  which  banks  are  carried 
at  i^esent  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  to 
which  the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  fs  principally  confined,  it  is  not  a  species 
of  favoptism  to  obtain  bank  accommodation.  In 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  before  the  late  alarm, 
produced  by  agitating  the  question  we  are  nov 
discussing,  every  man  who  c6uld  produce  good 
paper  mignt  get  as  much  aocominodation  as  he 
pleased ;  and  to  this  extent  banks  should  alwavs 
be  carried  if  once  comnienced.  This  is  a  remedy 
for  favoritism,  and  prevents  the  bank  from  bein^ 
formidable  as  a  political  engine.  If  we  go  to 
banking  at  all,  let  it  be  so  that  all  good  paper 
can  be  accommodated.  When  the  banks  com* 
pete  for  pape.r,  it  is  then  not  a  system  of^  favorit- 
ism. They  rather  seek  for  customers  than  select 
them.  Such  was  the  situation  of  Philadelphia. 
What  is  the  consequence  of  a  contrary  system 
ia  Richmond  ?  In  consequence  of  the  erection 
ai  a  bank  there  with  a  little  capital,  the  dis- 
counts got  into  the  hands  of  a  few  favorites,  and 
Richmond  is  stated  by  some  to  have  almost  be- 
come a  nest  of  shavers.  Those  persons  who  are 
favorites  go  into  the  bank,get  accommodated  with 
hirge  discounts,  on  the  strength  of  which  they 
shave  the  paper  of  others;  but  in  Philadelphia  the 
situation  is  essentially  different,  from  the  redun- 
dancy of  banking  capital ;  thus  the  evil  of  politi- 
cal oppression  and  intolerance,  to  which  the 
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Bank  of  the  Uaited  States  is  said  to  be  instru- 
mental, is  cured  by^  the  establishment  of  othec 
banks ;  but  it  is  possible  that  to  a  certiiin  extent 
*the  undue  influence  of  baqks  generally^  may  be 
reTived  by^  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  creating  a  want  of  banking  capital  in' 
the  community.  If  ther^  be  a  greater  demand 
for  discounts  than  can  be  met  by  the  remaining 
banks  after  that  of  the  United  States  is  destroyed, 
then  you  reyi?e  with  the  remaining  banks  that 
power  of  political  influence  and  favoritism  which 
you  are  so  anxious  to  avoid,  and  in^ease  the 
calamity  you  deprecate  by  the  very  means  yeu 
take  to  avoid  it.  - 

In  a  perfectly  well  regulated  state  of  society, 
it  seems  to,  me  things  should  be  so  ordered,  if  it 
can  be  ejected,  that  every  individual  of  the  com- 
munity should  obtain  loans  of  money,  on  reason- 
able interest,  to  any  extent  for  which  he  can 
give  ample  security.    In 'such  a  state  of  things, 
an  opportunity  isafibrded'to  bring  into  action, 
and  to  develppe  all  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
to  improve  its  affricultpre^  its  manufactures,  its 
commerce,  and  all  the  social  arts,  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent.    Such  was  the  state  of  Holland, 
such  the  state  of  England  before  the  present  dis-'^ 
turbances  in  Europe ;  and  mark  the  result.    Each 
country  polished  and  improved  like  a  garden, 
their  Commerce  extending  over  the  world,  and 
all  the  discoveries  and  arts  which  enrich  and 
adorn  social  life  carried  almost  to  the  utmost 
limit  of  perfection.    This  state  of  things  can  be 
eflected  in  this  Country  only  by  the  ageqcy  of 
banks.     As  we  are  every  day  increiising  out 
population,  commerce,  and  agriculture,  dtc.,  and 
bringing  into  action  an  increased  quantity  of  ob- 
jects on  which  jnoney  can  be  advantageously 
employed,  a  proportionably  increased  quantity  of 
circulating  medium,  or  of  banking  capita),  is 
necessary  to  keep  pace  with  the  improvements 
and  prpgress  of  society.    If  this  reasoning  is  jiist, 
it  is  surely  improper  to  destroy  our  greatest  moa^ 
eyed  institution,  and  conseq,uentlv  banish  from 
circulation  a  portion  of  the  circulating  medium 
at  a  period  when  the  state  of  the  nation  is  capa^ 
ble  of  employing'  to  useful  purposesji  larger  capi- 
tal than  at  a  former  periods    If  it  is  apprehended 
that,  by  affording  this  facility  of  borrowing  mon- 
ey, to  the  extent  I  have  insisted  on,  to  every  in- 
dividual who  can  give  security,  incautious  men 
will  ruin  themselves.    I  answer,  they  will  do 
this  in  any  state  of  things.    To  argue  against  the 
use  of  an  institution  from  the  possible  abuse  of 
it,  is  not  a  just  modfe  pf  reasoning.    A  sensual- 
ist may  destroy  himself  by  excesses  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  table,  yet  naore  temperate  men 
will  eat  their  dinner.    That  society  should  be. 
deprived  of  the  use  of  an  in;stitution,  from  which 
its  prudent  members  can  obtain  great  advantage, 
because  imprudent  people  will  be  ruined  by  it.  is, 
to  tax  the  valuable  members  of  the  community 
for  the  benefit  of  the  unworthy.    I  am  informed, 
Mr.  President,  that  for  some  years  past,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  any  citizen  ot  that  State 
could  obtain,  on  £;ood  security,  from  the  banks  as 
much  money  as  he  wanted.    Sir,  what  astonish- 


ing progress  has  she  made  in  every  kind  ofim- 
provement-and  in  every  species  of  wealth  !  Look 
at  the  State  which  I  have  the  hoiM>r  to  represent, 
whose  apprehensions  about  banking  institutions 
have  made  her  averse  to  the  extension  of  sodi 
establishments.  The  result  has  been  th8t,not- 
withstandiog  she  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest  agri- 
cultural State  in  the  Cnioo,  furnishiog  more 
copiously  (and  the  most  valuable)  articles  of  ex- 
port, and  possessed  of  all  the  materials  of  cooi' 
merce,  she  is  destitute,  in  a  comparative  d^ree, 
of  commerce  itself.  When  cargoes  of  waeat, 
flour,  or  tobacco,  are  wanted  in  Europe,  a  met« 
chant  of  Philadelphia  is  applied  to  to  furaish 
these  articles,  though  they  are  to  be  purchased  ii 
Virginia.  But  wherefore '?  Because,  having  no 
banks  in  Virginia  that  are  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  society,  our  merchants  cannot  afford  toadfaitee 
the  iDoney^  purchase  the. cargo,  and  draw  for  tbe 
amount.  On  tbe  contrary  hana,  the  Philadeipbii 
merchant  can  go  into  a  bank,  get  as  much  money 
as  he  wishes  to  purchase  a  carffo  with,  send  itoi 
to  Virginia  and  make  th^  purchase,  and,  after  the 
vessel  is  loaded,  d hi w  on  the  owner  for  the  atnooit 
of  the  cargo  and  his  commission.  Comparatirelf 
speaking,  all  mercantile  profit  is  drawn  from  as; 
our  produce  is  exported  and  our  imports  imported 
by  tne  merchants  of  other  States,  who  derireail 
the  profits  of  our  coip merce,  which,  in  a  different 
state  of  things,  would  remain  with  us  and  con- 
stantly increase  the  wealth  and  resources  of  tlM 
Slate.  I  have  been  induced  to  e^ter  into  this 
train  of  reasoning  and  statement  of  facts,  in  or- 
der more  clearly  to  illustrate  this  position,  to  wit: 
that  in  order  to  prevent  a  banking  institation  or 
its  directors  from  having  a  political  or  other  itt* 
proper  influence,  it  w€is  not  necessary  to  destiof 
ap  institution  which  was  in  itself  nsefal,  bat  to 
correct  its  abuses  by  extending  the  banking  pnA* 
ciple  till  all  good  l^iper  could  be  ac.com modtted. 
I  have  stated  that  in  Pennsylvania,  until  tbe  pres- 
ent alarm  which  this  discussion  has  produeed,iOT 
person  deserving  credit  could  obtain  it  to  any  p 
tent  he  wished.  The.  banks  in  such  a  situation 
compete  for  customers ;  and,  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  the  bank,  not  being  able  to  accommodate 
all,  must  select  its  favorites,  which  gives  to  then 
particular  ad.vantages  which  others  do  not  possess, 
and  enables  them  to  apply  to  usurious  purposes 
the  money  they  get  out  of  the  bank,  by  ItndingH 
to  others,  who,  if  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  bank- 
ing capital,  would  themselves  go  into  tbe  be^ 
and  be  accommodated  with  that  very  moaej'*^ 
which  they  now  pay  an  usurious  interest.  SacB 
a  bank  is  an  evil,  and  in  such  a  state  orsoeietfi 
where  there  exists  such  a  difficulty  of  loamnf 
money,  a  man  worth  $20,000  may  have  hii^w'^ 
tune  sacrificed  to  pay  95,000.  This  statement 
will  clearly  illustrate  the  object  I  have  in  t»<^' 
which  is,  to  show  that  by  extending  xhe  bapKtDiS 
'System  to  the  proper  extent,  if  you  oace  com- 
mence it,  you  destroy  its  political  influeoce  and 
prevent  it  from  being  an  instrument  ofciwcr 
public  or  private  oppression.  Such  is  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  present 
Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  their  direct^ 
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<)»,  tkey  are  ioeompeteDt  for  all  the  purposes  of 
i&flaeoQe.  . 

Mr.  GiLS9  said  it  was  with  regret  he  ioter- 
rapted  his  friend,  but  he  seemed  to  suppose  the. 
bankiag  capital  at  Riehmoud  was  so  small  as  to 
eonvert  that  eitjr  ioto  a  societf  of  shaTera.  This 
was  not  correct.  He,  Mr.  G.,  had  a  conversation 
with  the  president  of  the  b&nkjfrom  whom  he 
understood  that  the  bank  could  do  more  paper 
than  was  offered  to  it, 

Mr.  Br£Xt  said  he  ha^  heard  no  positive  in- 
ibrmfttion  as  to  the  fact  he  stated ;  but  it  was 
well  known  thi^t  men  as  j^ood  9s  any  in;^e  Uni- 
ted States  had  not  been  able  to  get  their  paper 
accommodated;  He  knew  the  President  of  the 
ixank,  for  whom  he  had  a  sincere  reneration  and 
afleotion.  No  blame  attached  to  the  bank.  He 
said  that  the  establishment  of  a  bAnk^a]f where,' 
howerer  pure,  provided  it  was  not  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  society^  woakf  produce. sbaving. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  had  many  other  remarks^  which 
he  wished  to  suWit,  but  the  hour  was  so  far  ad- 
vanced he  would  not  trespass  farther  on  the  a^ 
tention  of  the  Seoaie  at  present.  If  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity ahonld  hereafter  occur,  he  might  again 
take  the  liberty  of  makinjg  a  few. observations  on 
this  aobject,.but  he  woutd  avail  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  say  that  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
reflection  on  the  Directors  o£  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  ther  were  not  in  the  smallest  degree  cen- 
surable. H&  believed  the.afiairs  of  the  bank 
were  ably  and  honorably  conducted  by  them. 


TufesoAT,  February  19. 

The  credentials  of  John  Conoit,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  fourth  d&y  of  March  next;  and  of  Williah 
B.  Giles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Leffisla-^ 
tare  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  commencing  on  the  roiirth  day  of  March 
next ;  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
onfil^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made,  priatr 
cd,  and  distributed  f^  and  the  bill  was  ordiered  to 
the  third  reading., 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of 
Tenne8aee,and  a  tra^t  in  the  Indiana  Territory;" 
and  the.  bill  was  ordered  to  the  thitd  readiajp^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  farther  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposition  of  Cpngress,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  seetfoh  1,  line, 
^,  after  the  word  "  acre,"  and  strike  out  as 
fellows:  '  C  ' 

*  And  that  the  whole  of  the  purchase  ^oney  thafi 
be  paid  by  the  puichasek'  Within '  three  months  from 
thed^of  aate^othflfrwiM  the  sum  dn>Mited  shall  be 


Ibileited,  and  the  land  revert  to  the  United  States^  to 
the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  lacw  in  the  case 
pnrdiaaeiB  ef  pnbtic  lands  iail  to  eomplele  thmr  tet 
instalments;'' 

It  was  determined  in  th^  affirmative — yeas  22^ 
nays  2,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messi^  Anderson,  Bayard,  Campbell,  Con- 
dlt,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goochieh,  Gregg,  I^ib,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith 
of  Marvland;  Smith  of  New  York,  Taii^  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Whiteaide,  and  Worthington. 
-  NATS-^Messrs.  Qradley  and  Lambert* 

The  bill*  having  been  amended,  the  Prcsidbht 
reported  it  te.the  Hoase  accotdinely^ 

On  the  questtm,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmativeu 

Me.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  Entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  eteotioa  ef  shedfik  in  the  Indiaaa  Terri- 
tory," reported  it  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read.  ^  r 

BANS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committed  of  the 
Wbol^,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  BaakoftheiJnited  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791. 
.  Mr.  Tatloe.— Mr.  Pre$ident :  Although  much 
time  has  been  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  before  us,  a  ad  the  ground  completely  oo- 
cnpied  by  those  who  have  gone  before  ine,  yet 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  immense  mag- 
tittude  of  the  unhappy  consequ^ncies  likely  to 
result  to  the  nation  from  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
on  your  table^  compel  me  to  offer  to  it  all  the  sup- 
port in  my  power.  Indeed,  sir,  to  this  sense  of 
duty  to  tiie  nation  is  superadded  a  very  sacred, 
and  ta  me  indispensable  duty — ray  duty  to  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, as  well  as  another  duty,  which,  from  the 
course  the  debate  h^  tsk^,  is  not  to  be  disre^ 
garded;  I  mean,  sir,  the  duty  which  I  owe  lo 
myself. 

•  I  cannot^  as  other  gelitlemen  have  boasted  they 
can,  put  my  hand  into  my  drawer  and  pull  out 
the  instrucuons  by  which  X  am  to  be  directed  i>n 
this  importani  su^ect. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  is  a  very  large 
stockholder  in  some  of  her  State  banks,  and  if  a 
selfish  policy,  contracted  to  the  narrow  sphere  ef 
the  uni<|ue  ad  rentage  in  dollars  and  cents  of  the 
governitiettt  of  that  State— in  contradiction  and 
jlisregard  of  the  great  body  of  her  own  citixeos^ 
and  the  citizens  of  the  rest  of  the  States  in  the 
Union-^eould  have  weighed  a  moment  with  her 
Legislatiire,  I  too  might  have  been  instructed* 
Let  me. not  be  understood,  Mr.  President,  as 
drawing  any  comparison  between. the  conduct  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  the  conduct  of 
the  great  and  leading  States  w1k>  have  acted 
otherwise;  bnt  I  must  and  will  tell  of  the  things 
that  I  do  know.  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  the  State 
which  I  come  from  has^  in  this  instance^  beeti 
actuated  by  that  magnanimity  and  patriotism 
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which  on  M  former  occasions  has  distinguished 
her  conduct;  that  neither  selfishness,  nor  party 
nge,  nor  a  spirit  of  intolerance,  has  induced  her 
to  counteract  or  embarrass  the  National  Legisla- 
ture in  its  pqrsuit  of  the  great  object  of  its  insti- 
tution, the  good  of  the  whole. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  as  savoring  of 
egotism  when  I  sa^  that  my  appointment  to  the 
yery  honorable  station,  I  now  hold  was  unsolicited 
by  me.  Tbat  mjr  sentiment!  on. the  subject'  now, 
under  consideration  had  been  by  me  unequivo- 
cally expressed  at  the  last  session  of  Congresft, 
and  were  well  kndwn  to  those  who  appointed  me. 
Nay,  further,  after  my  venerable  and  respected 

Sredecessor  had  resigned  hiis  seat  here,  and  had 
eclined,  also,  his  appointment  for  the  ensuing 
six  years,  pepding  the  election  of  a  successor  to 
him,  and  when  my  name  was  held  in  nomina- 
tion, a  resolution  was  offered,  similar  to  those 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  talk  about  pro^ 
posing  to  instruct  the  Senators  of  that  State  to 
oppose  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of.  the  Bank  of 
tne  United  States.  This  resolution,  as  I  am 
informed,  lay  on  the  Speaker^s  table  when  the 
election  was  gone  into*  I  was  elected,  and  the 
proposers  of  the  resolution  had  not  power  nor 
influence  enough  to  raise  it  from  the  table  on 
which  il  lay,  and  it  died  stillborn  at  the  end  of 
the  session;  and  if  I  were  to  make  an  inference 
at  all  on  these  transactions,  i  should  suppose 
I  was  tacitly  instructed  to  vote  for  the  renewal 
of  the  bank  charter.  But  I  seejc  not  the  avoid- 
ance o'f  responsibility.  It  is  here,  sir,  in  my  own 
bosom,  I  have  instructions  paramount  to  all  oth- 
ers. My  beloved  country  has  rested  the  matter 
here,  and  my  gratitude  is  superadded  to  all  other 
moral  obligations  operating  on  me  to  perform  this 
trust,  and  to  execute  this  doty  with  laithfulness. 
I  find  the  authbrity  of  Congress ,  to  grant  this 
eharter  in  the  same  sections  of  the  Constitution 
which  the  gentlemen  who  have  gone  before  me 
luive  pointed  out  to  yon.  In  section  seven, clause 
first,  power  is  given  to  Congress  '<  to  lay  and  col- 
*  iect  taxes,  duties,  iaipostSf  and  excise^  to  pay  the 
'  debts^  and  provide  for  the  coi&mon  defence  and 
'seneral  welfare  of  the  United  States;  hut  all 
<  duties  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
'States." 

Clause  second  gives  power  ^  to  borrow  mohey 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  Stctes."  And,  in  the 
last  clause  of  said  section,  power  is  also  given  to 
nake  all  laws  which  shAll  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrviog  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers 
Tested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Gknrernmeat 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  depaftment  or  officer 
thereof. 

Let  us  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
ficcewary  anfd  proper,  in  the  last  quoted  clause, 
for  upon  a  correct  knowledge  of  these  depends, 
in  mjr  opinion,  the  correctness  of  our  conclusions 
on  this  subject.  The  word  necettary^  in  its  tech- 
nical and  legal  sense,  in  the  meaning  affixed  to  it 
in  common  parlance,  established  by  usage,  cus- 
tom, reason,  and  the  common  law  or  the  land,  is 
different  and  distinct  from  the  signification  of  the' 
adjective  derived  from  the  substantive  Me- 1 


cetniy,  as  used  by  Hobbes,  Hutchinson,  Hume, 
'and  the  other  ihetaphysicians  of  the  last  century. 
It  is  well  known  that  the^  used  the  substaotire 
necessity  as  synonymous  with  the  word /ate,  aod 
which  necessity,  according  to  the  opinions  of  one 
party,  controlled  omnipotence  itsel/.  Thb  neces- 
siiy  was  supposed  by  them  c6<existent  with  the 
Deity  itself,  not  prospective  nor  discretiobtry. 
bending  in  one  way,  aiid  in  one  way  only,  tU 
substance,  all  uiatter,.  and  all  spirit.  This  mean' 
ing  of  the  word  is  only  to  be  found  with  these 
metaphysicians  and  philosophers ;  but  in  oar  law 
books,  in  the  daily  an<)  hourly  use  of  the  word  in 
common  conversation,  it  has  no  such  meaning. 
When  the  old  -Congress  passed  the  condiliooal 
charter — which  I  admit  they  had  not  a  delegated 
power  to  grant,  but  which  is  ftlUy  in  point,  bothu 
to  the  sigqification  of  ^he  word  andj  also,  of  their 
opinion  of  the  necessity,  and  even  indispeasahU- 
ness  of  a  bank  for  the  aaministering  the  fiscal  ooa- 
cerns  of  the  nation — in  the  conclusion  of  the^ire- 
amble  they  say  that  the  exigencies  of  the  United 
States  render  it  indispensably  necessary  to  pass  the 
act,  die;  and  in  the  laws  pass^ed  during  that  period, 
when  this  Government  was  in  the liabit  of  fol- 
Ibwiog  the  English  custom  of  beginning  the  laws 
by  a  preamble,  yon  find  the  word  necessary  used 
as  synonymous. to  expediency — practical  eipedi* 
ency,  ([see  Laws  of  the  United  States^  vol  1,  page 
247;  idern^  paffe276,)  in  fact,  among  frail  m<»- 
tals  with  fallible  judgments  like  ours.  With 
any  beings  endued  with  less  than  omniscience] 
the  word  necessary  must  be' only  applicable  to 
the  honest  judgment  we  can  make  up  concern- 
ing the  subject  to  which  we  apply  it;  in  other 
Words,  it  is  resolvable  into  that  sound  discretion 
with  which,  as  moral  agents,  we  are  in  the  first 
instance  intrusted  by  our  Maker,  and  in  the  in- 
stance now  before  us,  we  are  intrusted  with  bf 
the  Constitution  and  by  the  citizens  who  hare 
sent  us  here  to  transact  their  business.  Bat  the 
rigid  necessity  which  our  opponents  wish  to  en^ 
force  oii  U9,  this  metaphysical  necessity,  most, 
from  its  very  nature,  be  immutable ;  it  most  be 
unique,  and  could  not  jexist  in  a  s^reater  or  l^ 
degree  ^  and,  therefore,  the  word  joined  to  it  in 
the  CensUttttion  {proper)  could*  have  no  mean- 
ing at  all.  The  laws,  to  be  passed;  must  be  neces- 
sary, is  the  only  one  way  given  under  heaven  bf 
which  you  are  to  effect  the  en4  desired  \  in  other 
words,  the  law  must  be  imposed  by  Fate.  It  is 
perfect  nonsense  to  sav  that  there  is  a  latitude 
left  with  us  to  judge  whether  such  a  law  is  prop* 
et  or  improper.  I  have,  I  think,  brought  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  necessforv  to  the  level  and  with- 
in the  comprehension  of  frail  human  intellect. 
The  signification  of  the  word  proper  I  take  to 
contain  the  description  of  the  measure  or  law  to 
which  it  is  applied,  in  the  following  resoecu: 
whether  the  law  is  in  confqrmity  to  the  letter, 
the  spirit,  and  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution; 
whether  it  will  produce  the  good  end  desired  in 
the  most  ready,  easy^  and  convenient  mode,  that 
weare  acquainted  with.  Let  us  apply  these  defi- 
nitions to  the  matter  in  hand. 
Our  opponents  have  admitted  that  banks  are 
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necessary  to  receive  and  take  care  of  the  revenue 
of  the  nation.  Thejr  hare,  by  their  statements, 
shown  that  there  is  little  more  than  one-half  of 
the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country  which  the 
national  revenue  rises  to  annuallv,  and  the  har- 
den of  the  sonff  is,  that  State  banKs  will  do. 

Banks  are.  then,  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
collecting,  transmitting,  and  safe  keeping  of  the 
Tevenue.  Banks  are  created  hy  law.  Congress, 
by  the  Constitution,  have  the  right  of  passing 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the  foreg[oing  pur- 
poses. Banks  are  necessary  and  proper  for  these 
purposes ;  therefore.  Congress  have  the  right  of 
passing  a  law  to  mase  a  bank  or  banks.  But,  the 
power  of  granting  charters  and  creating  corpo- 
rations is  the  etercise  of  the  highest  act  of  sov- 
ereignty say  our  opponents.  I  know  no  scale  by. 
which  these  acts  of  sovereisu^  are  graduated. 
The  power  of  legislation  implies  sovereignty,  and 
the  description  of  a  high  law  and  a.low  law  is 
iiiardly  to  be  found  in  any  book  I  have  yet  met 
with.    I  will  not  dwell  on  this  topic.    The  ar- 

foments  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
rent)  on  this  point  are  unanswerable,  it  is 
curious  to  observe  the  extremes  to  which  some 
<yf  our  statesmen  carried  their  doctrine  twenty 
years  ago,  on  tliis  subject  of  charters  and  corpo- 
rations; and  I  have  recently  met  with  some  who 
deny  that  any  Government  nas  the  right  to  grant 
them.  Our  Httle  town  corporations,  and  our  city 
corporations,  in  the  State  I  live  in',  have  had  to 
pass  through  the  legal  ordeal  to  satisfy  the  doubts 
of  those  wno  entertain  this  opinion.  But  now, 
all  the  States -undoubtedly  exercise  it,  or  rather,. 
they  have  continued  to  exercise  it  from  their  first 
existence.  So  have  we.  in  legislating  for  this 
Territory.  If  this  power  is  derived  from  the 
broad  terms  of  the  grant  to  pass  laws  for  this 
l>istrict,  in  all  cases  whatsoever;  and  if  tlie  un- 
limited, unrestricted  ^rant  thus  made,  is  supposed 
to  dob  us  with  the  higher  or  quintessential  sov- 
ereignty, I  think  it  would  not  be  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  prove  that  this  broad  grant  is.  in  fact,^  as 
much  limited  and  restricted,  accoraing  to  its 
Datare,  as  the  ^rant  of  power  in  the  concluding 
clause  of  the  eighth  section,  which  I  have  before 
•cited. 

Can  Congress  even  pass  a  law  re^pctfng  the 
Territory  of  Colombia,  which,  according  to  their 
opinions,  shall  not  be  necessary  and  nro])er  ?  The 
well-beio?  of  its  citizeps,  or  the  well-beidg  of  the 
citizens  of  the  whole  nation,  (for  even  logisIatir)g 
the  Territory  into  non-existence,  if  we  could  do 
#0,)  these  would  be  the  motives;  in  fact  the 
Legislature  must  be  non  compo$  mentie,  who 
could  cr  would  assign  as  a  general  reason,  for 
any  of  its  acts,  one  opposite  to  this  oqc  of  its  be- 
ing necessary  and  proper. 

Great  stress  is  laid  on  that  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  which  says,  that  all  power  not  ex- 
ffessly  granted  shall  be  retained,  dbc.  Either  the 
general  clause  i  have  relied  on  gives  power  or 
It  does  not ;  if  it  did  not  g^ve  power  why  was  this 
amendment  made  ?  And  if  it  dfd,  and  this  power 
was  offensive,  why  was  it  not  stricken  out  when 
the  amendment  was  mad^?   But  if  it  expressly 


gave  power,  which  I  contend,  its  being  suffered 
to  remain  is  proof  that  it  was  not  (he  design  of 
the  amendment  to  take  away  the  power  given. 
Could  not  the  Territory  of  Columbia  have  been 
governed  without  erecting  a  single  corporation 
in  it?  I  don*t  mean  well  governed.  But  was 
there  that  fatal  necessity ;  that  command  from 
Jove, 

"  Ye  fajtes  fulfil  it,  and  ye  powers  approTe," 

to  erect  corporations  ?  This  legislation  to  erect 
corporations  being,  according  to  our  opponents, 
fftii  generis,  not  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  only  to 
be  exercised  where  the  express  authority  is  given 
by  the  Constitution,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  show  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  expressly  gives 
us  the  power  to  perform  this  tublimatea  act  of 
legislation  in  this  Territory  any  more  thaa  in 
anf  other  part  of  the  United  States;  and  yet  at 
this  very  session  we  have  sent  an  armful  of  these 
high  acts.  The  shelves  of  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary groan  under  the  pile  of  charters  we  have 
granted.  *     • 

I  said  it  was  easy  to. prove  that  the  broad  ^rapt 
^iven  to  Congress  to  legislate  for  this  Territory 
in  an  cases  whatsoever,  vi^s  restricted  and  pal^d 
in  by  the  Constitution.  Congress  cannot  make 
the  duties  here  on  imports  less  or  greater  than 
elsewhere  in  the  United  State?— imports  and 
taxes  must  be  eoual,  ^. — nor  deprive  the  citi- 
zens thereof  of  tne  right  to  a  trial  by  jury,  nor 
mm  them  titles  of  nobility ;  and  yet  the  inci- 
dent^ here  alluded  to  would  come  under  the 
description  in  th^  clause  ^^of  all  cases  whatso- 
ever." It]  truth,  sir,  there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  the 
spirit,  nor  a  single  word  or  letter  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  loftes  its  power  and  sanction  upon 
our  conduct  in  legislating  in  this  particular. 
There  is  no  more  a  power  given  us  to  legislate 
ad  libitumr  on  this  Territory,  no^'to  derive  there- 
for powers  by  implication^  than  is  given  tis  in 
the  laws  we  pass  for  the  whole  nation;  and  if 
this  power,  $U%  generis,  of  creating  corpprationa, 
is  properly  defined. by  our  opponents,  tluty  oufht 
to  go  back  to  the  works  of  yesterday,  as  welFas 
to  those  of  twenty  years  standing,  in  order  to  in- 
troduce their  new  order  of  things.  I  might  here 
draw  a  comparison  of  the  tried  scheme  of  using 
the  United  States'  Bank,  and  the  untried  scheme 
of  using  State  baqks  in  aid  of  the  operations  of 
the  National  Treasury ;  but  I  should  only  be  say- 
ing with  less  force  what  has  been  so  fully  and  so 
iBonclu5ively  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me.  Suffice  it  tp  say,  thai  for  saferkeep- 
ing,  for  transmission  and  payment  of  the  Ainds 
to  any  part  of  the  nation,  and  for  enforcing  the 
punctual  payment  by  the  debtors  to  the  customs, 
by  addressing  to  those  debtors  the  arguments  to 
the  sense  of  lionor  and  shame,  and  also  to  their 
interest,  to  wit:  by  denying  them  credit  in  the 
bank  on  failure  in  punctuality— all  these  have 
been  afforded  to  the  Government  without  its  in- 
curring therefor  one  cent's  expense.  Are  we 
sure  the  State  banks  can  or  will  do  this?  I  beg 
pardon  of  the  Semite  for  detaining  them  on 
topics  not  new.    A»  this  is  made  a  case  of  con- 
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science,  I  deemed  it  necessarjr'  to  be  thus  partic- 
ular. I  iiave  DO  hesitation  in  saying,  we  have 
the  right  to  act  on  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  I 
think  the  bank  is  botb  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  purposes  above  referred  to. 

To  me  it  appears  that  this  power  is  expressly 
granted;  we  derive  it  not  by  implication;  but 
our  opponents,  in  fact,  are  pressed  -to  the  neces- 
sity of  using  implication  to  come  at  the  denial 
they  set  up  against  the  exereisef  by  Congress  of 
this  power. 

1  say,  further,  that  tbis  institution  is  nec/sssaVy 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  another  geiie^ 
ral  power,  viz :  The  power  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  one  of  those^  Mr.  President,  who  bav€ 
always  thouffht  a  superabundant  Treasury  was 
no  national  blessing.    It  is  very  easily  to  be  de- 
monstrated that  as  to  the  effect  of  accumulating 
national  wealth,  one  dollar  in  the  pockets  of  our 
citizens  would  add  twice  as  much  to  the  common 
slock  as  the  same  sum  taken  from,  them  and 
lodged  in  the  strong  box  of  the  Treasurv.    None 
but  the  nerve  of  a  rigorous  and  miserly  despot, 
such  as  was  the  father  of  Frederick  the  Great,,  of 
Prussia,  could  ever  keep  it  together  after  it  was 
collected.    I  fear  tba(.  we  Republicans  are  sa 
generous  in  our  natures,  that  in  some  way  or 
other,  for  some  favorite  project  of  a  fortification 
or  fbrtific|itionS}  whether  by  land  or  water,  we 
should  let  it  go,  and  think,  too,  we  ^ere  doing 
the  greatest  possible  good  with  it.    For  sudden 
emergencies  then,  I  conclude,  vtrhile  our  Cbvern- 
mentiasts,  we  shall  have  to  anticipate  by  loans, 
taking  care,  as  I  hope  we  always  shall,  and  as  we 
hav6  done,  a6  provide  for  the  early  release  of  the 
Qovernment  trom  such  obligations,  which  the 
necessary  or  sudden  emergencies  ,are  not  to  be 
suffered  to  accumulate.    The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  seryes  for  effecting  both  objects — quick 
and  reasonable  loans.    O^e  clause  of  the  bill 
compels  the  bank  to  loan  to  the  United  States 
the  amount  of  half  iu  capital ;  and  the  form  of 
these  loans^  as  heretofore  practised  by  the  Qov- 
ernment. is  by  a  mere  entry  in  the  bank  books, 
and  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  money  borrowed,  and  the  interest 
stated,  which  is  pay  able  thereon ;  in  other  words, 
there  is  no  transferable  stock  delivered  out,  and 
wbichahe  Government  cannot  redeem  whenever 
it  pleases.    I  ask  gentlemen,  if  the  Government 
is  not  bound  to  provide  the  means  necessary  and 
proper  oT  exercising  this  power  of  borrowing,  and 
whether  there  can  any  way  bedevised^  a  more 
proper  mode  for  the  advantage  of  the  nauon,  than 
the  plan  proposed ;  and  will  not  this  ready  re- 
source, which  we  have  for  five,  six,  or  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  serve  to  keep  off  the  pressure  and 
the  combination  of  individoal  ranacit]r  and  of 
indivicjual  concert  and  cabal,  with  which  your 
efforts  to  borrow  may  be  met  by  the  large  capi- 
talists, and  give  to  Government  time  to  Dorrow 
even  irom  foreigners,  if  with  theip  we  can  make, 
a  better  bargain  for  the  nation  ?    I  know  some 
gentlemen  ulk  largely  of  the  va&t  sums  of  n^oney 
which  our  ciuzens  have  rei^dy  to  poiir  into  the 


lap  of  tb6  Government,  if  to  them  it  should  ap- 
ply for  a  loan.    The  tiame  boasting  took  place  at 
the  time  this  Government  made  its  only  experi- 
ment to  borrow  money  from  its  citizens.    Yes, 
sir,  when  there  was  a  mighty  rage  against  France, 
and  the  Government  was  urged  into  the  expen- 
sive measures  of  that  day,  the  experiment  was 
made,  and  we  had  to  give  'usury — sir.  we  had  to 
eive  an.  interest  of  two  per  cent,  more  than  the 
leffal  interest  4n  the  States  where  the  loan  was 
effected.    The  present  crisis  is  an  awful  one. 
The  system  of  non-importatitm  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, which  hermetically  seals  the  lid  of  your 
Treasury  box  to  the  admassion  of  revenue.    It  is 
known  we  shafl  have  to  borrow,  money.    And 
after  you  put  down  this  bank,  where  is  the  loan- 
ing capital  of  the  nation  to  be  found?    I'll  tell 
Vou  where ;  it  is  under  the  management  of  the 
State  banks,  and'  those  banks,  at  least  in  the 
largest  money-holding  State  in  the  Union,  (Penn- 
sylvaiua,)  are  precluded  from  loaning  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  unless  by  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Will  you  go  to  those  gentle  and  sood  souls,-  who 
give  to  the  distressed  the  good  barfintins  which 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  {Mr.  SMtTn)  told 
us  of?    Will  you  apply  to  the  mercy  and  kind- 
ness and  patriotism  of  those  ravenous  sharks  and 
shavers,  who  are  even  considered  as  acting  verr 
moderately  when  th?y  take  from  the  distressca 
their  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  per  month,  or 
eighteen  per  cent,  per  year,  for  thense  of  their 
mo^iey  ?    I  don't  expect  much  patriotic  support 
from  such  tnen  as  these ;  they  woul^  spurn  |oa 
with  contempt,  if  you  ofiered  them  youi  pitiful 
and  beggarly  six  per  cent.    But  the  State  hanks 
are  the  panacea  for  all  difficulties — they  OMy 
lend  you  the  money  you  want,  provided  yoaget 
the  consent  of  the  State  which  granted,  their 
charters.    But  all  the  States  have  not  restricted 
their  baqks  fVom  lending  money  to  the  United 
Stares.    I  am  contemplating  this  not  for  a  day 
only.    Do  you  believe  that  New  York  or  Mary- 
land, after  experiencing  the  effect  which  this 
contrplling  power  of  the  State  over  the  money  of 
its  citizens  shall  have  on  the  General  Gk>vern- 
ment.  will  act  so  unwisely  as  to  forego  the  ad- 
vantage of  influence  in  the  Union  derived  from 
their  dollars  and  eagles,  and  act  so  unjastjy  to 
themselves  ais  not  to  follow  the  example  ?   Why. 
sir,  not  for  selfishness-sake,  but  for  the  sake  ot 
fair  play,  they  ought  and  would  do  it.  The  Sutes 
ought  as  little  to  disparage  us  in  the  exercise  of 
ocur  legitimate  functions  as  we  them — yet,  by  the 
operation  ofthese  State  charters,  millioqs  of  money 
are  put  out  of  bur  reach  unless  by  their  consent — , 
whien^  by  the  Constitution,  we  are  undeniably 
permitted  to  borrow  money.    Are. we  come  to 
this — that  this  meagre  and  grim  demon,. this  Dr.. 
Snatebawa]r,  who  not  only  denies  the  powers 
derived  incidentally,  (although  we  have  exer- 
cised them  thousaads  of  times,)  but  before  whoia 
withers  and  perishes  the  powers  expressly  grant- 
ed; that  tl^is  Devil  Doctor  is  even  now  about  to 
renew  to  un  the  distress  of  the  honest  GoverAor 
described  by  the  inimitable  Cervantes? 
I  beseech  gentlemen,  not  to  bring  ona  premainro'' 
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old  age  Id  this  €h>TeTDnient ;  I  beseech  them,  not 
to  disfranchise  the  QoveromeDt  of  the  necessary 
powers  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  not  to  throw 
alray  the  expenenee  and  the  acquiescence, of  the 
nation  for  twenty  years  daration ;  and  Tmost  fer-. 
yently  beg  that  this  power  should  not  be  surren- 
dered to  the  great  and  leading  States  because 
tbey  have  inconsiderately  asked  for  if,,  that  Con- 
gress will  not,  in  imitation  of  the  good  old  Lear, 
yield  <0  the  members  of  oar  family  what  is  whole- 
some and  necessary  for  supporting  our  own  house- 
hold. Soon,  very  soon,  the  eyes  or  ears  of  One 
or  more  of  the  members  of  otir  family  may  be 
oflended  at  the  s^ht  of  our  committees,  our  men- 
dicant missions  lounging  about  the  lobbies  and 
falleries  of  the  State  Legislatures,  as  some  of  us 
are  been  offended  at  the  presehce  of  the  mis- 
sionaries lounging  about  our  galleries ;  we,  w1jo 
are  now  supplicated,  will  then  be  sopplicators. 
While  we  succumb  to  the  vjeWs  or  prejudices,'Or 
Statepolicy  of  each  particular  State,  from  whence 
we  implore  the  permisidon  to  borrow,  we  may 
soeceed;  but,  act  independently,  fun  counter  to 
tbeir  lofcal  feelings,  thejr.Will  not  lepd  you  a  doit. 
Think  you,  sir,Jlhat  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
would  ha?e  consented  to  your  making  a  loan  from 
its  banks  at  the  period  at  which  General  Bright 
was  in  battle  array  against  your  authority? 
Think  yov,  that  Massachusetts  would  have  treat- 
ed your  beggars^  kindly  during  the  embargo  fer- 
ment? Would  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
witb  his  high  standing  in  that  State,  the  turn  of 
whoeef>olitk$j  he  says,  may  depend  upon  the  con- 
tinuing of  this  bank— could  he,  sir.  With  all  his 
edmmercial  knowledge  and  the  eloquence  he  dis- 
plays^ have  obtained  the  grant  of  a  f  .vor  to  the 
GN»vernment  of  the  United  States  about  two  years 
ago  ?  A^i  no !  sir.  When  civil  broils,  when  po- 
litical intolerance  and  party  rage,  shall  pervade 
a  Legislature,  tbey  will  act  as  other  men,  and  if 
excited  only  to  the  height  which  the  newspapers 
seem  anxious  to  excite  them  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, there  might  be  rashness  -enough  found  to 
indoee  them  to  use  yoor  messenger  as  was  used 
the  good  old  Kent,  when  supplicating  in  the  cause 
of  his  houseless  master:  The  gentleman  from 
Yirginia  (Mr.  Giles)  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  9th  article  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Constitution,  viz:  **  the  enumeration  in  the 
Coostttntion  of  eertain  rights  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the 
people."  Now  Congress  have  the  pov^er  to  bor- 
roio  money,  vLndJrom  plain  and  necessary  impli- 
eaUon^  though  not  by  express  delej^tion,  (such  as 
is  required  by  geiitlemen  in  the  instance  before 
us,)  we  have  the  power  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest 
to  be  given  $  yet  the  State  Legislatures  have  the 
power  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  which  their  cit- 
iiens  lending  money  shall  receive,  and  have  fixed 
tad  estab^sbed  that  rate,  and  enforced  the  provi- 
sioas  on  this  subject  by  severe  penaities.  I  know 
not  how  Mr.  Aoams  found  the  States  so  much 
^sltep  to  their  rights  When  he  tempted  their  cit- 
izens to  become  iisurers^  and  this  too  in  denial 
«nd  disparagement  of  State  powers  actually  ex* 
erelsed.    If  the  present  vigilance  had  then  been 


exerled,  I  should  suppo^  he  was  Very  lucky  that 
he  was  not  as  much  harassed  as  were  some  of  the 
victims  under  hXs  sedition  law.  Carry  this  doc- 
trine of  rigid  construction  in  respect  to  this  in- 
stance of  collision  of  State  and  United  States 
aothorities'to  the  extent  contended  for  by  the  op^ 
posers  of  the  bill^— enforce.to  the  fullest.  Extent, 
according  to  its  obvious  meaoing,  the  amendment . 
last  quoted^and  we  shall  be  surrounded  with  pow- 
ers which  we  dare  not  use.  We  may  borrow;, 
but  the  citizens  will  not  lend  for  the  legal  interest 
established  by  law— Hieir  States  prohibit  tbeiO' 
lending  at  an  usurer's  interest,  and  impose  heavy, 
penalties  if  they  do ;  or,  to  embarrass  the  General 
Government,  ine  States  or  sojhe  of  them  holding 
the  moneyed  capital  may  prohibit  individuals  as 
they  have  prohibited  the  banks  from  lending  to 
us,  and  thus  benumb  all  our  energies.  In  lact, 
sir,' the  doctrines  and  notions  I  have  heard  en- 
fbrced  here^  s^m  calculated  to  place  us  in  the 
situation  of  the  miserable  Tantalus;  the  limpid 
and  wholesome  stream  is  within  our  reach,  but 
we  dare  not  reach  out  our  hands  to  take  up  a  dron 
to  cool  our  tongues,  destined  to  the  sufferance  of 
eternal  thirst.  Let  me  now  inquire  (low  the  de- 
struction of  this  bank' is  to  operate  on  the  nation 
at  large.  .By  the  minute  detail  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  of  the 
mode  and  manner,  and  by  what  commercial  op* 
erations,  the  foreign  capital  in  this  bank  is  to  find 
Its  way  out  of  the  country,  J  take  it  to  be  one  of 
'his  motives  for  putting  down  this  bank,  that  the 
foreign  capital  should  be  drawn  out  of  the  coon- 
try.  Indeed,  if  this  were  not  his  object,  I  cannot 
see  why  bis  heaviest  artillery  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  foreign  influence  'which  he  alleges  this 
foreign  capital  brings  into  the  country ;  sind  yet 
neither  he  nor  any  one  who  has  cried  aloud  against 
this  sin  has  produced  sl  single  instance  of  a  for** 
cign  stockholder  having  exerted  his  influence 
against  the  Government  of  this  country.  (Bar- 
ing's book  on  American  affairs  might  be  adduced 
as  an  instance  of  the  opposite  efiect  produced.) 

The  farthest  that  the  assertions  go,  is  that  out 
own  citizens,  Federal  bank  directors,  may  havd 
exerted  their  influence,  and  they  and  their  money, 
which  is  not  proposed  to  be  annihilated  by  this 
bill^  may,  and  probably  will  be  brought  to  bear 
against,  us  agaiif  and  again;  and  the  only  remedy 
I  see  would  be  to  kill  them  and  take  their  money — 
this  would  efiectually  destroy  their  influence.  To 
return,  sir,  to  the  grand  object  of  drawing  out 
seven  millions  and  upwards  of  foreign  capital 
from  this  country.  I  kfiow  that  some  liave  as- 
serted with  ffreat  confidence  that  the  section  of 
the  Union  North  and  £ast  of  this  is  saturated 
with  SLfnoneyed  capital^  domesticated,  sufficient  for 
all  the  purposes  of  its  citizens.  I  cannot  prove 
that  this  is  incorrect,  but  from  the  anxiety  shown 
by  those  people  on  the  subject  now  before  us. 
by  the  moderate  18  per  cent,  loans  we  have  heara 
of,  I  should  remain  a  perfect  Thomas  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this  assertion.  Let  me  spehk  of 
those  States  concerning  which  I  am  better  in- 
formed— I  begin  with  Virginia  because  it  is  near- 
est.   This  Stfltte'is  Indented  with  the  finest  bays 
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and  rivers  ip  the  world,  her  shores  are  bold  and 
her  waters  deep,  afFording  ports  aad  harbors  in 
more  abundaace  than  are  to  oeToiiDd  in  any  State 
•of  the  Union.  Look  at  the  weight  of  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  carrying  to  the  Old  World  the  immense 
proceeds  of  this  productive  country^  their  citizens 
equal  in  intellect  and  enterprise  to  any  ip  the 
ivorld.  What  is  the  reason  tnat  they  pay  a  tran- 
sit duty  annually  to  New  York^ Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore,  to  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
4heir  State  bank  stock,  in  profits  to  (he  shipping 
merchants  in  those  citiesj  in  freights  coastwise 
•of  the  produce,  and  in  the  freight  also  coastwise 
«of  European  supplies?  Does  this  evidence  no 
^ant  of  commercial  moneyed  capital  within  the 
xea.ch  of  the  citizens?  Travel  through  it^  com- 
pare it  with  the  Northerti  States— -at  every  step 
you  see  apparent  the  disadvantages  it  labors  under 
m  this  respect.  Why,  sir,  the  circumstance  of 
the  basin  at  Richmond,  with  a  fall  of  nearly  one 
hundred  feet,  remaining  for  ten  years  a  stagnant 
pool  within  the  heart  of  her  capital  city,  when 
with  this  power  more  qaachinery  than  is  to  be 
found  in  half  the  manufacturing  towns  of  Eng- 
land might  be  propelled,  telle  the  secret, . 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  trade  of  North 
Carolina^  with  the  exception  of  a  few  vessels  with 
naval  stores  and  lumber,  make&  its  bi^imbie  attorn- 
ment to  the  city  of  New  York.  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  have  a  smell  portion  of  their  com- 
merce direct  with  Europe;  but  the  thousands  of 
ba^s  of  cotton  shipped  from  the  porta  of  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Boston,  the  circumstance 
of  there  being  eleven  packets  constantly  trading  to 
New  York  alone  fro^  Savannah,  and  as  many 
or  more  from  Charleston^.' show  plainly  that  this 
transit  duty  is  {>aid  by  us  also.  The  Freacl^  Em- 
peror knows  this  as  well  as  we  do  ourselves,  and 
nis  provision  for  admitting  cotton  from  New 
York  is  not  because  he  did  not  know  the  article 
did  not  grow  there;  but  because  he  knew  the 
capital  there  acted  like  a  loadstone  and  dre\^  the 
article  from  the  States  in  which  it  srew.  I  do 
not  mention  these  things  invidiously  ;l  wish  pros- 
perity to  those  cities  as  well  as  to  the  whole 
Union— but  protract  not  the  growth  of  other 
parts  of  the.  United  States  by  driving  out  the 
means  from  the  country  by  which  they  have 
grown,  and  which,if  let  alone,  might  be  extended 
to  us  also.  No  man  who  has  attentively  con^d- 
ered  the  rise^  progress^  and  growth  of  these  States, 
from  their  first  colonization  to  the  present  period, 
can  deny  that  foreign  capital,  ay,  Britieh capiLa^ 
has  been  the  pap  on  which  we  first  fed.  the 
strong  aliment  wbich  supported  and  stimulated 
our  exertions  and  industry  even  to  the  present 
day.  The  Southern  people,  although  they  have 
received  the  goods  and  sold  their  crops  to  Brit- 
ish agents  and  British  factors,  whether  in  their 
own  cities  or  those  further  north,  are  not  the  less 
republican,  nor  the  less  independent  in  their  poli- 
tics, nor  the. less  free  from  foreign  partialities.  I 
will  here  mention  a  fact  which  I liappen  to  re- 
member, which,  among  ten  thousand  other  in^ 
stances,  might  be  mentioned  of  the  benefit  deriv- 
ed to  the  country  by  the  use  of  this  detested  for- 


eign capital.    In  the  progrees  of  the  digging  of 
the  Sao  tee  Canal,  the  grea4eat  work  of  the  und 
in  America,  the  expense  so  far  exceeded  the  ctl* 
culations  of  the  company  who  had  undertaken  it, 
that  many  of  the  stockholders,  like  all  sangniDe 
calculators,  were  straitened  in  paying  up  theic 
instalments  as  they  became  due — these  obtained 
accommodation  at  the  bank;  but  even  then  it 
was  found  difficult  tq  progress;  and  at  length  the 
company  actually  borrowed  of  the  branch  bank 
the  runds  to  complete  it,  and,  unless  it  has  very 
lately  paid,  the  company  still  owes  a  very  con- 
siderable sum  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,* 
and  but  for  this  accommodation  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  this  great  work,  wbich  is  capable 
of  facilitating  to  a  most  convenient  degree tbe 
transportation  of  the  products  of  nearly  half  tbe 
State  of  South  Carolina,  might  never  nave  bees 
accomplished.    We  have  heard  much  of  parties 
and  party  $pirit  in  this  discussion.    PU  tell  yoo, 
sir,  who  will  compose  the  parties  in  the  immedi- 
ate concussion  about  to  be  produced  by  the  down- 
fall of  thi^  bank^the  withdrawal  of  fifteen  mil* 
lions  circulating  medium  either  in  actual  paper 
bills,  or  ivt  bank  credits,  answering,  the  full  |Hl^ 
pose  of  circulating  medium,  while  \iie  merchants 
are  under  distress  from  foreign  aggression,  and 
while  the  Government  has  commenced  its  restrict- 
ive system  oq  mercantile  operations :  while  it 
will  Ddake  the  money  more  scarce,  will  make  it 
more  dear,  and,  of  course^  will  make  propeitf 
more  cheap;  produce  will  fa^ll;  it  has  falleaia 
consequence  of  the  anticipations. on  this  subjeet* 
The  small  trader,  and  the  young,  industrious,  and 
enterprising  mecnanlo  and  manufaeturer,  whoie 
stock  (and  it  is  the  best  stock  in  the  world)  is  his 
honesty  and  fair  reputation,  and  on  which  the 
banks  have  advanced  him  money,  must:  payoff 
■  at  any  and  every  loss,  or  perhaps  buy  his  tnoncf 
at  the  moderate  premium  of  1^  2,  or  3  percent, 
a  month.    These  men,  such  as  the  wo/thv  sop- 
pliants  from  Philadelphia  represent  will  be  ^^ 
livered  ^ver  to  be  devoured  by  the  shark*  and  sha- 
vers who  are  now  prowling  for  their  prey  ifflopj 
the  distresses  and  calamities  you  are  about  to  io' 
fiict  on  that  class  of  citizens,  the  most  worthy  the 
care  of  a  wise  Government.    The  parties  are  the 
rich  cash-in-hand  men  on  the  one  side,  aad  tM 
great  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interest  aid 
the  small  traders  on  the  other.    If  1  had  onlf 
heard  and  iiot  seen  the  gentleman  from  Teao^ 
see,  (Mr.  ANOfcagoN,)  when  delivering  his  oration 
in  praise  of  republican  simplicity,  I  should  have 
thought  We  had    another  Diogenes^  preaching 
from  his  tub;  but  there  needs  no  oratory  to  con- 
vince the  mission  in  your  gallery  atid   their 
friends  behind  them,  that,  afttr  the  big  fish  have 
eaten  the  little  ones,  they  will  neither  have  mo- 
tives or  means  for  departing  from  the  cbastefm- 
gality  and  republican  simplicity  of  manner*  w- 
commended  by  tbe  words  of  {he  gentleman;  tt 
will   be  only  tno^  who  have  fattened  upon  the 
spoil  who  can  indulge  in  the  simple  style  and 
main  and  hun^ble  habiliments  of  our  modern 
Diogenes. 
I  have  said  I  rejoiced  in  the  pro^rity  oietetj 
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piit  fif  our  UnioB^  Bat,  either  the  gentlennii  or 
I  k«T«  proceeded  toffether  upon  very  mistaken 
gnmods.  I  thought  the  siehiiDg  of  i  West  Florfda 
wat,  aiBoag  other  objects,  to  answer  the  purpose 
of  ffiTiDg  an  outlet  for  the  products  of  Tennesjsee 
«nd  the  other  Western  States;  I  thought,  too,  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana  at  fifteen  BIiltions,tobe  paid 
by  the  whole  nation,  was  for  this  object  also;  and' 
I  cannot  suppose  that  the  effecting  of  this  object 
iroald  teadf  to  make  the  people  poor,  or  preserre 
among  them  this  republican  simplicity  of  man- 
■cfa— on  th^  contrary,  I  do  hope  and  expect,  that 
it  will  tend  to  promote  «the  industry  and  enter- 
priae  o£  the  aitizens,  and  developer  the  rast  re- 
fonrcea  of  wealth)  profit,  and  strength  of  our 
weiteni  brethren.  Perhaps  the  resolution  on  our , 
tabiea^for  imposing  additional  duties  on- hemp 
and  hempen  manuflftctures.  is  also  designed  to  pro- 
mota  the  wise  project  of  keeping  our  western 
bratliren  from  growing  too  nch,  and  thereby 
praaerving  our  republican  simplicity. 

I  hare'  not  yet  done  treating  this  as  a  pai'ty  sub' 
ject.  I  did  not,  it  is  true^  come  here  to  le^slate 
for  a  party  or  for  any  particular  Administration — 
hut  where  1  think  a  measure  is  subversive  of  the 
interestaof  the  nation,  and  subrersire  of  the  party 
to  whieb  lam  attached,  it  is  not  unfair  to  take  this 
latter  aspect  Into  view  alpo.  Let  It  be  recollected 
that  tbe  present  Administration  have  not  a  jingle 
leadiu  (for  they  arrogate  the  term  as  wett  as  the 
Sutes)  paper,  republican  norfederal,  in  the  na- 
tioB,  except  the  paper  edited  here,  (which  Is  mild 
in  its  toae  and  not  as  yet  dictposed  to  ru^h  into 
the  ire  to  defend  ,the  powers  that  be  j)  I  say  let  it 
be  le^oUeettd  that  there  la  noae  of  these  Irrespon- 
atUe  4ietaters  to  public  opinion  who  IH^  a  quiU 
in  our  cause.  The  constant  th^me  is  the  Imse- 
Aeaa  and  tergiversation  of  thie  tenth  aiid  elev* 
anth  Caagresa,and  the  wickedness  and  corruption 
of  tbe  servants  of  the  public,  and  ever  and  anon 
tbetr  lash  reaches  beyond  our  shoulder  and  striker 
tbe  Executive  also— 'but  more  is  eoming  yet 
from  tbem — tbev  have  ^own  their  teeth.  It  is 
tme  we  may  follow  those  x^lltUg  themselves  re- 
poblican  in  the  vote  which  wfe  are  how  about  to 
give*  But  do  you  think  for  this  act  that  they  will 
ooBie  back  to  your  aid— that  they  will  take  us 
lor  better  for  worse?  No,  sir;  when  the  evils 
wbieb  will  be  produced  by  the  rejection  of  this 
billy  when  private  distress  and  public  embarrass- 
ment sbail  raise  the  outcry,  they  will  ride  on  tbe 
winds  and  direct  the  storm,  and  will  be  the  first 
to  cry  out  there  is  no  energy  in  us,  and  to  join 
any  intrigue  to  hurl  us  from  our  seats,  it  is  easily 
to  be  demonstrated  that  by  the  details  of  the  bill 
on  yoor  table,  if  its  friends  weite  suffered  to  per- 
fect it,  it  would  produce,  say  in  the  bonus,  one 
and  a  fourth  millions  at  least,  perhaps  two  millions 
of  dollars — premium' on  the  five  millions  of  stock 
taheereateo,  two  and  half  millions.  In  the  whole, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  three  and  three  fourths 
milUoas  of  dollars,  which  will  be  given  up,  lost 
and  abandoned  by  us.  Will  gentlemen  recollect 
tbat  only  half  of  this  sum,  taken  IVom  tbe  people 
by  the  direct  tax,  hurried  Mr.  Adams  and  his 
frieods  to  their  political  djeath  ?    And  tbe  people 


are  not  such  fbolsas  not  to  ^ee  that  what  is  taken 
away-  from  the  Treasury  is  taken  from  their 
pockets— you  may  disguise  it  as  ^ou  will  by  pro- 
cfastinating  loans,' it  will  not  escape  their  detec* 
lion.  * 

'.And  for  whom  is  this  mighty  sacrifice  to  be 
made.  If  the  ministering  to  the  Treasury  qf  the 
United  States  is  worth  to  the  Bank  qf  the  United 
States  so  much  that  it  will  accept  the  terms 
above-mentioned,  and '  ]^ou  resolve  to  employ 
others  to  do  the  same  thing,  is  this  office,  worth 
so  much  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  worth 
less  to  them?  This  is  the  lever.  Here  the  real 
parties  are-apparent. .  The  nation — the  great  ag- 
ricultural interest,  the  solid  yeomanry  of  tbe 
countfry  on  one  side,  and  the  <;ity  influence,  the 
Iy>ndon  and  Paris  influence,  (m  the  other.  The 
adtantage^  palpable  of  ^nearly  four  miirions  of 
dollars  wrested  from  the  Government,'  and  of 
course  froip  the  people,  and  sent  to  whom  1  Tu  ' 
the  gl'eat  capitalists,  monopolists  of  State  banks, 
to  the  L^denhaD- street  gentry,  whose  insatiate 
maw%  coukf  not  be  glutted  by  the  plundering  of 
an  empire^  Do  vou  believe,  sir,  that  the  great 
body'of  thepetSple,  who  are  actuated  by  the  im- 
pulse of  feeling,  and  who  may  not  indu(ffe  in  the 
nice  distinations  we  have  drawn  here  about  the 
Constitution,  but  who  have  experienced  tbe  con- 
veatenee  of  a  cli'culating  medium  CLurrent  over 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Union,  and  who  have 
witnessed  your  numberless  acquiescencesto  the 
legality  ofthis  institution,  iind  read  your  laws 
for  punishing  these  Invading  its  rights,  and  your 
namerous  laws  for  trusting,  trading,  borrowing, 
and  receiving  favors  from  this  bank— will  this,^ 
your  recent  discovery  of  its  unconstitutionality,^ 
bean  exctlse  for  giring  away  twenty  per  cent, 
on  all  their  produce,  and  for  the  giving  away 
double  the  amoui^t  of  that  tax,  for  the  imposing' 
of  which  th^y  condemned  your  predecessors?  1 
fear  for  th^  safety  of  the  Constitution  itself.  It 
has  been  denounced  by  those  who  have  de- 
nouliped  us.  The  feeling  is  quickly  transferred 
from  the  ministers  under  the  Constitution  to  the 
Constitution  itself.  The  clamor  has  gone  forth 
that  we  want  energy — that  the  Constitution 
wants  energy— ^nd  a  vast  remedy  has  already 
been  proposed  \  by  the  Aurora  itself— to  give 
Congress  the  power  to  lay. ah  -export  duty  Upon 
the  productions  of  the  country;  more  of  jrour 
London  and  Paris  influence — to  lay  the  agricul- 
tural interest  under  tbe  ban  of  the  empire.  Con- 
tolidation  is  the  watchword.  Preserve,  your 
Constitution  without  abandoning  its  legitimate 
powers,  such  as  you  have  prospered  in  the  exer- 
cise of^  and  I  fear  not  this  hobgoblin;  but  weaken  it. 
glace  It  to  lean  upon  or  revolve  round  any  local 
rtate  policy,  and  to  obey  the  beck  and  call  of 
any  one,  or  of  all  the  leading  States,  and  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  State  I.  represent,  and 
all  the  other  smaller  States  in  the  Union,  could 
not  be  very  much  affected  by  any  change. 

It  is  acknowledged,  on  all  hapds  that  there  is 
not  specie  enough,  in  the  nation,  if  applied  solely 
to  that  purpose.  tQ  pay  our  annual  import-    The 
operations  of  the  JBank  of  Columbia  in  transfer- 
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liog  the  reveoae  derived  from  a  part  of  Yirgioi^ 
(and  of  the  laad  foods  from  the  westward,)  aod 
of  the  Maohattao  Baok,  in  |>erioriDing  the  same 
office  io  respect  to  the  collections  in  CoDoec^icut, 
have  been  dwelt  upon  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.)  HU  argomeHUi 
drawn  from  the  facts  would  have  been  niore  con- 
clusive if  he  could  have  instanced  the  same 
facilities  afibrded  to  the  Government  between 
banks  disconnected  bythe^£ieot  of  that  neigh- 
borhood circulation  and  of  that  course  of  trade 
very  apparent  in  the  instances, he  has  product 
Bnt  ft  is  not  conclusive  at.  any  rate.  There  is  a' 
neighborhood  medium  of  circulation  (tbe  Statt 
banK  paper,)  and  there  is  a  national  medium  (the 
United  Slates  paper.)  The  latter,  under  the 
present  state  of  things,  corrects  the  opecaiiona  of 
distant  banks  and  renders  tjiieir  transfers,  eafy^ 
but,  deprived  of  this,  wouU  %ny  of  t^em, 
situated  at  four  oi  five  hundred  miles;  or  at 
one  thousand  miles  distance^  a^re^  to  make 
these  transfers  for  the  QoVernment  free  of.ezr 
pebse?  Could  they,  for  instance,  Hcansfer  the 
solid  bullion  belonging  to  the  United  State9  from 
Orleans  to  Boston  or  Philadelphia,  without  our 
affording  compensation  for  freight,  insurance,  dec? 
1  have  witnes^d  the  advantages  of  this  .national 
medium  in  the  State  I  live  in ;  and  in  the.  months 
of  Autumn,  when  strangers  are  fearlHil  of  ven- 
turing to  Charleston,  our  western  friends,  rather 
than  carry  the  hard  dollars,  are  in  the  nabit  of 
giving  two  or  three^  per  cent,  for  bills  of  the. Bank 
of  the'  United  States.  Destroy  this  national 
medium,  you  insulate  the  State  bankdfwbicii  aie 
so  far  asunder  as  not  to  be  within  the  inflaence 
of  the  neighbocjiood  medium^  of  circulatioa.  The 
stroke  of  our  dreadful  wand' disconnects  the  liga- 
ment by  which  they  are  bound  together  in  Uieir 
,  distant  operations. 

Qentlemen  tell  us  we  mast  use  the  State' 
banks,  and  of  consequence  the  State  bank  notea^ 
Some  of  these  notes  happen  to  be  worth  nothing 
—Gloucester  bank  notes,  for  instance — and  ihey 
.  are  graduated  in  different  parts  of  the  continent 
from  par  down  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  per 
cent,  below  par,  and  the  market  value  is  in  som« 
instances  perpetually  changing— our  Treasurer 
must,  if  he  can^  sejparate  the  sheep  from  the 
goats— and  this  is  to' be  perpetual  laoor,  £ven 
good  notes  at  par  when  received  may  be  useless 
to  the  public  creditor  who  is  to  receive  them.  A 
Portland  bill,  for  instance,  would  not  get  me  a 
meal's  victuals  from  this  home,  and  an  Augusta 
or  Savannah  or  New  Orleana  bank  bill  would 
not  have  its  value  understood  in  New  England. 
Indeed,  Mr.  President,  this  chaos — this  contusion 
— about  to  be  .introduced  in  our  Treasury,  and 
the  legitims^te  exercise  of  our  Constitutional 
powers  as  a  Government,  is  likely,  too  likely, 
again  to  exhibit  to  the  world  the  distraction, abd 
perhaps,  dispersion,  (  which  God  forbid !)  which  the 
seed  of  Noah  experienced  at  the  Tower  of  Babel. 

I  have  given  candidly  my  honest  views  of  the 
subject  l)efore  Us,  meaning  no  uncharitableness 
to  those  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  Senate  who 
differ  with  me;  and  infinitely  rather  would  I, 


that  after  (he  trial  abd  after  long  ^iipcrieiice  le 
come,  all  that  I  have  said  should  be  discovered  t* 
be  founded  in  error,  the  effect  of  a  heated  imagi* 
nation,  than  that  my  country  should  Mifier  • 
single  imog,  though  in  fulfilment  of  the  things  I 
have  this  day  uttered. 

Mr.  PiCK£jnxo. — Mr.  President:  &aviii|r  re- 
ceived, from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Massachusetts,  an  instruction  in  the  form  of  a 
request,  ^to  oppose  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  sonde;  other 
members  of  the  Senate  having  received  ffon 
their  respective  States  instructions  to  the  same 
effect,  L  will  ^ake  a  few  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  instructions.         , 

1  waa  plea^  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
'ginia,  over  against  me.  (Mr.  Gilbs,) after  reMiiag 
his  instructions  from  tnat  State^  express.his  opm- 
ion  decisively,  that  instructions  from  oonstitueala 
were  bat  binding^n  their  Legislative  Repruw 
tatives.  Concurring  entirely  in  this  opinion,  I 
will  offer  some  rea^on^  to  show,  that  they  are 
erToneous  In  principle;  that  tbef  infring^e  titt 
rightful  independence  of  repr«aentatives;  and,  ia 
respect  to  members  of  Congress,  that  they  vior 
late  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

In  a  small  commwiity,  where  all  its  members 
can  meet  together  and  coniNilt  on  the  mmsarai 
neces8a,ry  and  proper  to  promote  their  comaos 
interests,  their  decisions  are  the  resnlt  of  delibar- 
atipn,  of  reasoning  and  of  the  Inteiehaofs  of 
sentiments.  When,  the  members  becoiee  too 
numerous,  or  are  too  widely  extended,  to  admat 
of  their  personal  attendant  in  a  general  assem- 
bly, it  seems  to  be  a  very  natoral  provision  to  s^^ 
Uct  a  convenient  numhtr  of  them  to  meet  together 
to  manage  their  common  eoooerosi  ia  the  sama 
manner  they  were^efore  eoodueted  bf  thewhola 
eonununity.  And  thus,  from  the  very  nalure  of 
this  institution,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  per- 
sons composing,  the  representative  body,  to  eo»- 
suit,  deliberate,  and  mutually  communieate  their 
reasons  and  opiDion«;.and  theieapen  fiaalLv  to 
decide  on  the  measures  reqoisite  to  be  adorned  ibv 
the  welfare  of  the  eemmunity.  Heace  it  AkUowa, 
that  all  ikeremptory  instruct  ions,  or  naked  re- 
quests, designed  to  coairol  or  influence  the  rotea 
of  the  representatives,  are  subversive  of  the  fandap 
mental  princip(e  of  a  representative  Govemraeau 

Such  instructions  or  requ^ests,  addressed  to 
memberjs  of  Congress,  do  also  violate  the  Coa* 
stitiitionof  theUnitedBtates.  The  first  seoleoea 
in  that  Constitution  is  in  these  words:  ^AU 
legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes.  which  shall 
consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives.'' Now,  tfaierefore,  if  State  Legislatorca 
undertake  to  dictate,  by  their  instructions,  or  by 
requests  which  are  intended  to  operate  equally 
with  instructions,  what  votes  shall ,  be  given  oo 
any  question,  by  their  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, thejr.  so  far  assume  the  powers  v^ted  by 
the  Constitutiou  exclusively  in  Congress.  And 
if  their  instruotions  or  requests  are  obeyed,  thea 
the  State  Legislatures,  aad  not  Congress,  enatt 
laws  for  the  Ubited  Sutes. 
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If,  ]'Dde«d,  a  State  Le|rislatiire  sboold,  in  the 
form  of  iastruetioDs  or  requests,  eiKer  into  t  train 
of  reasoning,  and  present  arigrameots  which 
sboald  conTince  my  uoderstandiDg  that  any  mea« 
sore  under  consideratioD  in.  Congress,  was  or  was 
not  oonnisteot  with  the  Constttutioa,  and  exhibit 
fkcu  which  nroved  its  utility  or  iojarioas  effects, 
then  I  should  yieid  obedience  aocordioffly;  bat 
to  what?  to  instruetions  or  requests?  No;  but 
to-  leason  and  to  truth. 

Id  another  respect,  such  instructions  and  re* 
quests  violate  the  Constitution,  io  regard  to  the 
members  of  this  body.  Senators  are  chosen  for 
six  years.  This  was  intended  by  the  framers  of 
tbe  Constitution,  to  give  them  that  independenae 
which  should  secure  freedom  in  thinking  and 
acting.  But,  if  Senators  were  bound  to  obey  the 
inatructioAs  of  tl^eir  respective  State  Legisla- 
tnrea,  that  independence  would  be  wholly  de- 
stroyed. Indeed,  it  would  put  Senators  as  abso- 
loteiy  in  the  power  of  their  constitueats,  as  if  the 
Siate  Legislatures  had  the  right  to  recall  and 
dismiss  them  at  pleasure. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  make  some  observa- 
tions on  the  main ;  question  uoder  considevatiott. 
Wheiber  Congress  have  the  power  by  the  Coosti- 
tmieft  CO  renew  the  charter  of  the  l^ank  of  the 
United  States? 

it  kaa,  been  sajd  that  the  power  to  iacorporate 
a  hank  fur  the  United  States  is  a  substantive aud 
ori^oal^  a^  04^  a.  derivative  or  implied  power. 
This  has  been  repeated,  but  I  have  beard  no  ar- 
gsmaata  in  support  of  the '  position ,  it  is  naked 


It  has  also  been  called  *'an  atft  of  sovereignty;" 
as  if  to  alarm  and  deter  us  by  its  awful  magai- 
tode*  But,  sir,  the  sovereign  power  of  Congress 
is  somatimes  exercised  on  subjects  of  compara- 
tively little  moment.  A  few  days  since  we  pass- 
ed a  hill  to  a«ihoi:ize  the  erection  of  a  bridge ; 
and  aftother,  to  change  the  name'of  an  individual, 
to  eaahle  him  to  inherit  an  estate.  The  power 
of  Congress  is  sovereign  to  all  the  purposes  of 
the  ConatitottoD.  They  can  lay  and  cdleet 
taxes,  .daties,'imposto;  and  excises ;  borrow  mo- 
ney, regulate  commerce,  and  make  all  needful 
roJeii  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States.  And  they 
hare  the  power  to  make  all  la#s  necessary  and 
profjer  to  carry  the  foregoiog  and^all  other  Con- 
stitatiooai  powers  into  execution*  Wh^n  pro« 
posing  to  exercise  this  general  power,  in  any  case 
not  expressly  mentioned,  we  have  to  consider 
whether  it  be  **  necessary  and  proper.''  It  has 
been  said  that  ^  necessary^'  here  means  indispen* 
«ble;  something  without  which  a  parUcular 
^powcr-ezpcessly  granted  cannot  be  carried  into 
execution.  But,  sir,  I  see  no  ground  for  this  in- 
tet^tation.  In  the  affairs  of  a  nation,  or  other 
coauanatty,  whatever  the  public  good  requires  to 
be  done,  is  necessary  and  proper  to  be  done.  It  is 
a  nuiai,  not  an  absolute  necessity.  It  is  necessa- 
sarf  for  ine  to  be  here,  in  my  place,  because  it  is 
rajr  dutv  to  be  here.  Necessary  and  proper  are 
oppoaed  to  unnecessary  and  improper!  Congress 
shoaid  do  BO  act  unnecessary  and  improper ;  but, 


like  State  Legislatures,  do  whatever  is  necessary 
and  proper  to  attain  ty  objects  for  which  they 
are  respectively  constituted. 

Jn  determiniog.whetber  any  proposed  measure 
be  peoessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  execution 
any  power  expressly  iiveavto  Congress,  we  have 
to  consider  whether  tnat  measure  have  a  just  or 
useful  relation  to  the  end.  For  instance,  the 
'Constitution  having  prescribed  no  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  revenues,  ft  rested  in  the  discretion  of 
Congress  to  adopt  such  a  mode  or  such  modes  as 
should  appear  to  them  best  adapted  to  that  object. 
Instead  of  appointing  custom-house  ofllcers  in 
the  large  commercial  cities  and  towns,  where  a 
banking  establishment  could  be  supported,  Con- 
gress ^ight  there  have  erected  iMtnks,  as  the  most 
certain,  pnaotnal,  and  cheap  ^lode  of  collection. 
Suitable  officers.of  a  bank  might  have  peHormed 
all  ihe  duties  of  entering  and  clearing  vessels, 
and  all  other  duties  pertaining  to  the  custom- 
house, without  any  charge  to  the  public ;  the  de- 
E elites  of  the  public  moneys  so  collected  in  those 
anks,  upon  which  the  usual  banking  operations 
might  be  carried  on,  yielding  an  adequate  com-* 
pensation  for  all  the  services  so  peribrmed. 

The  public  revenues,  when  collected,  most  also 
be  safely  kept.  An  experiea6e  has  demonstrated 
that,  of  all  deposiuries,  banks  are  the  safest.  And 
the  same  experience  has  shown  that,  as  the  pub- 
lic moneys  are  required  to  be  frequently  trans- 
ferred, for  the  publieexpenditures,  from  one  States 
to  another,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  with 
its  hcaaches,  has  furnished  the  best  mode  of  trans- 
fer; it  being  effected  with  dispatch,  with  cer- 
tainty, and  without  any  risk  or  expense  to  the 
United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
a^ed,  if  banks  are  necessary  for  collecting  the 
public  revenue^,  wily  give  them  any  other  power? 
The  answ4>r  is,  that  it  is  <he  essential  nature  of 
banks,  which  renders  them  so  peculiarly,  fit  to  col- 
lect the  revtapes.  The  merchants,  whose  bonds 
are  lodged  in  the  banks  for  collection,  are  also 
borrowers  of  tnoney  from  the  banks ;  and  if  they 
fail  of  p^jriog  their  bonds,  as  the?  become  due, 
their  credit  will  fail ;  they  can  ontain'no  more 
loans  until  their  bonds  are  paid.  This  has  just 
been  presented  to  our  view^  in  the  most  striking 
manner,  by  my  colleague. 

"  To  borrow  money ,'^  is  another  of  the  great 
powers  expr^^Iy  vested  in  Congress,  And  in 
this,  as  in  the  power  firsyt  considered,  no  mode  of 
borrowing  being  prescribed  in  the  'Constitution, 
Congress  are  to  d^viae  and  provide  the  means  in 
their  judgment  most  sure,  expeditious,  and  ain- 
pie,  to  obtain  loans.  And  this  was  one  of  the 
great  objects  for  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  orifirjQally  incorporated.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  near  me,  (Mr.  Brent,)  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Tay- 
lor,) have,  in  very  forcible  language,  displayed  the 
impolicy  of  depending  on  State,  banks  or  indi- 
viduals for  loans,  in  public  emergencies.  At  such 
times,  these' banks  anH  individuals  may  be  most 
h^dly  pressed  b^  their  usual  customers.  To 
offer  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States  lodissolve, 
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and  to  have  recourse  Co  State  batfks,  will  be  so  far 
going  back  to  the  conditiao  of  the  United  States 
under  the  articles  of  Confederation,  whei^  our 
Uniod  was  but  a  rope  of  sand.  When  the  press- 
ure of  the  Revolntiooai^  war  was  over,  indeed, 
while  that*  ;)reKrure  remained^  Congress  in  yain 
made  requisitions  on  the  individual  States ;  no 
monejTf  or  none  ih  any  measure  adequate  to  the 
public  eiigencies,  could  be  obtained.  After  the 
war,  when  t^e  public  treasury  was  empty,  Con- 
gress importuned — implored  the  States,  individu- 
ally,'to  grant  the  pow^  to  raise  a  revenue  fVom 
commerce,  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
General  Government,  end  to  fulfil  the  public  ob- 
ligarioos,  but  thfe  power  could  not  be  obtained. 
S^tes,  deriving  large  revenues  from  commerce, 
chose  to  retain  theip  for  their  own  treasuries. 

It  was  this  helpless,  forlorn  condition  of  our 
country,  which  forcibly  convinced  the  nation  of 
the  necessity  of  forming  a  new  system  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  our  present  Government  was  the 
fruit  of  that  necessity.    , 

^*  To  regulate  commerce"  is  a  third  great  power 
Tested  in  Congress.  And  it  is  conceived  that  the 
exercise  of  any  power  Well  adapted  to  give  safe* 
ty,  facility,  and  prosperity  to  commerce)  must  t)e 
eomprbed  in  the  power  to  regulate  it»  Hence 
the  erecting  of  lighthouses  hasf  been  mentioned 

Js  an  instance  in  which  an  iinplied  power,  inoi* 
ental  to  the  regulating  of  commerce,  has  been 
exercised.  But  it  has  been  said  that,  this  power 
it  expressly  given  in  another  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  that  bv  which  Congfess  is  vested  with 
exclusive  regislation  over  the  district  whieh  is  the 
seat  of  Government,  and  ov^r  places  ceded  to  the 
.  United  States  ^for  the  erection  of  forts,- raasa- 
aioes,  arsenals,  dock-yards, .  and  other  neenul 
buildings."  But  if  we  had  no  commerce,  no  nav- 
igation, light- houses  would  not  be  ^  need  ml  build- 
ings," they  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  Hence 
it  ie  clear  .that  th^y  have  a  direct  relation  to  com- 
merce and  to  nothing  else;  and.  therefore,  the 
erecting  of  them  is  properly  adauced  as  an  in- 
ctance  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  imt)lied  in  the 
general  express  power  to  regulate  commerce. 

The  safety  and  facility  of  commercial  opera- 
tions was  also  greatly  to  be  promotefl  by  means 
of  a  general  currency  which  should  have  equal 
credit  throughout  the  Union.  This  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  notes  issued  kom  the  Bank  of 
the  United  mates,  under  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, exercising  the  power  incidental  to  that  of 
regulating  commerce. 

A  fourth  great  power,  which  I  mentioned  to 
have  been  vested  in  Coiigress,  is  that  of  ^*  making 
all  need  All  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  States." 
This  "other  property"  consists  partly  of  money. 
And,  as  C6ngress  have  power  to  make  any  regu- 
lations concerning  it  which  are  needful,  that  is, 
which  may,  in  their  opinion,  best  promote  the 
general  welfare,  this  money  may  be  (ais  some  of 
It  has  been)  vested  in  bank  stock;  and,  with  the 
truest  regard  to  its  safety  and  good  management, 
in  the  stock  of  a  bank  erected  by  Congress,  of 
which  they  may  have  a  suitable  inspection;  and 


where  it  may  safely  depostte  the  public  reveniiet, 
there  to-await  the  public  demand;  and,  in  the 
piean  time,  usefully  aid  those  banking  operations 
which  give  facility  to  coaimeree  and  to  public 
loans. 

But  as  an  evidence  that  the  constittttk>nality 
of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Doited 
States  was  at  least  doubtful,  we  have  been  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  SmTB,) 
that  President  Washiogton  doubted;  that  his 
mind  was  in  suspense  to  the  last  moment,  when 
the  act  was  to  be  approved  or  disapproved.-  Tbmt 
while  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  a  very  |}reat  man,  maintained  the 
Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  erect  that 
bank,  another  man  (Mr.  Jefferson)  equally  §rre«t, 
then  Secretiiry  of  State,  and  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, (Mr.  Randolph,)  a  distinguished  lawyer, 
maintained  the  contrary  doctrine— that  Con^rress 
had  not  that  power.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  Wash- 
ington, cauMous  and  circumspect  beyond  any 
man  I  ever  kaew^  did  suspedd  his  decision  to  the 
last  day  allowed  him  by  the  Constitution.  The 
confidence  with  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Attorney  General  supported  their  opin- 
ions on  this  question,  was  sufficient  to  excite  in 
the  President  the  greatest  caution.  Qothwere 
lawyers,  and  they  raised  many  legal  objections. 
The  written  opinions  of  these  gentlemen  were 
(as  I  have  been  well  informed)  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuir  two  days 
before  it  was  necessary  for  the  President  to  de- 
cide. And  the  reasoning  of  Mu  Hftmitton,  in 
bis  written  argument,  enabled  the  President  to 
decide  with  satbfaction  ;  with  a  fhll  conviction 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  act. 

The  following  are  -some  of  the  objections  of- 
fered by  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  said—''  that 
'  the  proposed  incorporation  (of  thebank)ander• 
*  takes  to  create  certain'  capacities,  properties^  or 

*  attributes,  which  are  against  the  laws  of  alien- 
'  ibge,  descents,  escheat,  and  forfeiture^  distribo- 

*  tion,  and  monopoly.  And .  that  nothing  but  a 
'  necessity.,  in  vincible  by  other  means,  can  justify 
'  such  a  prostration  of  laws  which  constitute  the 
'  pillars  of  our  whole  system  of  jurisprudence, 

*  and  are  the  foundation  laws  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments?' Washington,  sir,  was  not  a  lawyer, 
and  who  can  w^der  tliat  his  fair  mind  was 
alarmed  by  such  a  solemn  declaration  ?  That  it 
was  kept  in  suspense  by  the  assertion, 'that  the 
act  for  establishing  the  bank  would  overturn  the 
pillars  of  our  whole  system  of  jurisprudence,  and 
the  foundation  laws  of  the  State  governments  1 
But,  sir,  it  required  only  the  knowledge  of  a  law- 
yer at  once  to  overturn  thejie  objections.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Treasury:  "If  these  are  truly  the 

*  foundation  laws  of  the  several  States,  then  hare 

*  most  of  them  subverted  their  own  foundations. 
^  For  there  is  scarcely  one  of  4hem  which  has 
'  not.  since  the  establishment  of  its  particular 
'  constitution,  made  material  alterations  in  some 
^  of  those  branches  of  its  jurisprodencd,  cspe- 
<  cially  the  law  of  descents.  But  it  is  not  dOn- 
Vceived  how  anything  tan  ^be  called  the  ioiida* 
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*  meotal  law  of  A  Bt^e  ffotvernmeot  wbieh  is  not 
'  esttblisbtfd  in  hs  eoDstftation,  UDaiterable  by  its 

*  ordiDary  legislature.^' 

**  To  erect  a  corporation,  is  to  substitute  a  legal 
'  ov  artificial  for  a  natural  person  $  and^  wb^e  a 
'  number  are  coacerned,  to  gfYe  tbem  individu- 
'  ality.  To  tbat  legal  or  artificial  person,  once 
'  created,  the  common  law  of  every  State,  of  it- 

<  self,  annexes  all  tbose  incidents  and  attributes 

*  -whicb  are  represented  as  a  prostration  of  tbe 
'  main  pillars  of  ibeir  jurisprudence.  It  is  cer- 
'  tainly  not  accurate  to  sajr,  tbat  tbe  erection  of 

<  a  corporation  is  against  ibose  difierent  beads  of 

<  tbe  State  laws;  because  it  is  ratber  to  create  k 
'  Icind  of.  person,  or  entity,  to  wbicb  tb^y  are  in- 

<  applicable,  ana  to  wbicb  tbe  general  rule  of 
'  those  laws  assigns  a  diflTerent  regimen.  The 
'  laws  of  alienage  cannot  apply  to  an  artificial 
'  person,  because  it  can  have  no  country.  Those 
'  of  descent  cannot  apply  to  \u  because  it  can 

*  have  no  heirs,  l^bose  of  escneat  are  foreign 
'  from  it,  for  the  same  reason.'  Those  of  forfeit-' 
'  ore,  because  it  cannot  commit  a  crime.  Tbose 
^  of  distribution,  because,  thooffh  it  may  be  dis* 
'  solved,  it  cannot  die:^  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ad^  a 
few  explanations.  By  the  laws  of  mo^  perbaps 
of  all  tne  Slates,  aliens  are  not  permitted  to  held 
real  estate;  but  in  alh  they  are  free  to  bold  per^ 
sonal  property  of  evety  kind,  and  particularly 
bank  stocK.  The  law  of  escheat  relates  to  the 
properly  of  a  citizen  who  dies  without  heici;  near 
or  remote,  and  without  a  will.  In  such  case  his 
property  falls  to  the  State.  But  instances  of  es- 
cheat do  not  occur  perbaps  twice  in  a  century  in 
any  State,  and,  consequently,  is  of  trifling  mo- 
ment. Alihotf^b  a  corporation  cannot  commit  a 
erimef  it  may  violate  tbe  rules  prescribed  in  the 
law  for  its  establishment,  and  thus  incur  an  im- 
mediate forfeiture  of  its  cbarter.  Or,  if  for  such 
a  violation  .of  its  fundamental  laW,  or  any  mis^ 
manaji^ment  of  tbe  institution  to  the  public  in- 
jury, its  cbarter  be  not  forthwith  taken  away,  tbe 
State  may  refuse  to  renew  it.  As  to  the  law  of 
distribution,  tbat  operates  when  a  person  dies  in- 
testate. But  though  a  cor])oration  cannot  die, 
yet  the  individpals  to  whom  its  property  belongs 
will  die  'j  and  'their  bank  property,  equally  with 
their  other  property,  becomes  liable  to  the  law  of 
distrrbutlon. 

Ooe  gentleman  has  imagined,  that  if  Congress 

have  and  exercise  the  power  of  erecting  corpora^ 

tions,  it  win  operate  as  a  monopoly ;  and  may,  in 

the  end,  destroy  all  tbe  powers  b«ldnging  to  tbe 

individual  Slates.    But  there  is  here  no  ground 

for  alarm.    The  act  of  Congress  which  estab- 

liihed  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  did  not  and 

could  act  affect  the  rights  of  the  Slates  to  erect 

banks.     AccordinglT  we  have  seen^  after  tbe 

Bank  of  the  United  Slates  had  been  erected,  and 

tht  profitable  operations  of  banks  to  their  pro- 

prictors  were  known,  that  State  banks  sprang  up 

in  abuadance. 

It  has  been  said,  by  more  than  one  gentleman,' 
tbat  the  greater  portion  (as  iar  at  least  as  seven- 
tenths  of  the  whole)  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
States'  Bank  being  owned  bf  foreignerS|  and 


these  chiefly  Bn^lisbmen,  there  is  danger  of  a 
foreign  influence  in  the  country,  and  that  such  an 
influence  has  been  manifest.  This,  sir,  appears 
to  be  an  extraordinary  remark.  In  what  has  this 
influence  been  manifested?  Has  tbe  Govern- 
ment, have  individuals,  been  in  any  degree  re- 
strained in  the  expression  of  tb^ir  resentments 
against  Great  Britain — or  in  adopting  any  mea- 
sure dftemed  advisable  towards  that  country? 

One  of  the  injurious  consequences  of  destroy- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  stated 
to  be,  the  withdrawing  of  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars from  tbe  active  capital  of  the  United  States, 
and  transmitting  it  to  Europe,  where  that  portion 
of  the  hatok  stock  is  owned.  To  this  it  has  been 
answered,  by  tb6  opposei^  of  the  bank,  tbat  these 
millions  will  not  be  withdrawn,  but  transferred 
from  tbe  United  States'  Bank  to  banks  of  tbe  sev- 
eral States.  How  then,  sir,  shall  we  get  rrd  6t 
that  dangerous  influence  of  foreign  stockholders 
which  the  same  gentlemen  urge  as  a  reason  for 
not-  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  money  in 
Europe  is  less  valuable  than  in  the  United  States. 
That  m<»tfeyed  men  there  are  glad  to  loan  their 
money  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  or  less, 
while  in  these  States  tbe  legal  interest  is  six  per 
cent.  And  a  multitude  of  our  citizens  find  their 
account  in  employing  tbat  foreign  capital,  paying 
an  ioterest  or  .six  per  cent.,  bv  which,  in  the 
course  of  trade,  they  gain  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
percent.;  tbat  foreign  capital,  in  the  bands  of 
our  merchants,  has  resembled,  the  five  and  tbe  ten 
talents,  wherewith  they  have  gained  other  five 
and  other  ten  talents. 

Tbe  distresses  which  will  follow  tbe  dis^solution 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  especially  in 
the  great  commercial  cities,  have  been  forcibly 
described  in  the  plain  testimonies  of  the  com- 
mittee of  mechauics  and  manufacturers  from 
Philadelphia — a  committee  selected  wholly  from 
tbe  democratic  party ;;  distresses  which  were  suffi- 
cient to  move  a  heart  of  stone.  And  ^hy  should 
this  bank  be  dissolved  ?  It  has  been  said  tbat  the 
Btate  banks  are  competent  to  alt  the  necessary 
opieratibns  of  the  general  bank.  If  the  contrary 
bad  not  been  sbown^  it  might  be  answered,  that 
tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated 
when  there  were  only  tKree  banks  in  tbe  United 
States-:  one  in  Philadelphia,  one  in  New  York^ 
and  one.  in  Boston.  .These  were  inadequate  to 
tbeiiecessities  and  accommodation  of  the  Gen* 
eral  Government  and  of  the  citizens.  To  supply 
this  deficiency,  it  was  necessary  to  erect  tbe  Na- 
tional Bank ;  and  the  dignity,  honor,  good  faith, 
and  credit  of  the  United  States  stand  pledged  for 
the  renewal  of  its  cbarter.  The  institution  having 
been  well  conducted,  and  found  in  the  highest 
degree  useful  and  beneficial  to  Government  and 
to  the  citizens  at  large,  it  ought  to  be  continued. 
Individual  citizens  and  foreigners  became  stock- 
holders on  a  well  grounded  expectation  of  tho 
stability  of  tbe  Government.  It  was  in  this  just 
expectation  tbat  foreigners.  Englishmen,  pur- 
chased of  our  Government,  itself,  its  remaining 
shares  of  the  poMie  stock  in  the.  Bank  ^f  the 
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United  States,  and  at  an  advance  of  fortjr-iire  per 
cent.;  so  that,  for  every  hundred  dollars  laid  out 
by  the  Government  in  the  purchase  of  bank 
shares,  the  United  States  received  of  these  for- 
eigners one  hundred  and  forty *five, dollars.  And. 
how  was  it  possible  for  these  foreigners  to  con- 
ceive the  Qovernment  capable  of  destroying  the 
work  of  its  own  hands,  and  of  reducing  their  pro- 
perty to  one  hundred  dollars  a  share,  for  which, 
iMit  leight  years  before,  they  «had  paid  the.  same 
Government  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  ? 

In  limiting  the  duration  of  the  charters  of 
banks  to  twenty  years,  no  wise  Gtovemmeat  ever 
contemplated  their  destruction  at  tha  end  of  that 
terip.  Knqwn  to  be  useful  institutions,  the  pro- 
iMrietors  have  well  founded  claims  to  Uieir  con- 
tinuance, which  the  public  good  alsa  requires. 
But^  in  the  coursje  of  twenty  years,.soiDe  incon- 
veniences may  be  experienced  iKrhich  ought  to  be 
remedied,  and  some  improVeittents  discovered 
which  ought  to  be  adopted.  Besides,  b^ng  jpro- 
fitabie  to  the  proprietors,  they  can  well  afi&rd, 
once  in  twenty  years,  to  give  Co  the  Government 
considerable  sums  of  money  in  acknowledgment 
/ibr  the  benefits  derived  from  the  acts  dJMncorpo- 
ration. 

But,  sir,  in  respect  to  the  English  stockholders 
in  .the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (an4  the  foreign 
atockholders  are  chiefly  Englishmen,)  we  are 
under  special  obligations  by  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  in  1794.  The  tenth  article  being  perma- 
nent, is  still  in  force,  and  in  these  words: 

<*  Neither  Ae  debts  due  from  indSvidnals  of  the  one 
nation  to  iadividnals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  nor 
moneys  which  they  may  have  in  the  poblie  fbnd*,  or 
in  the  public  or  private  banks,  shati  aver,  in  any  event 
of  war  or  national  difierence^,  be  seqnestered  or  confis- 
cated ;  ii  being  unjust  and  impolitic  that  debts  and 
engagements,  contracted  and  made  by  individuals  hav- 
ing confidence  in  eacfaf  other,  and  in  theur  respective 
Governments,  should  ever  be  destroyed  or  impaired  by 
national  authority' on  account  of  national  di^erences 
and  diBcontents.''^. 

Sir,  this  is  the  very  time  when  the  equitable 
obligation  of  this  treatjr  (and  as  a  matter  entitled 
to  consideration  in  equity  I  introduce  it)  applies 
with  force.  We  now  have  national  difiereacee 
with  Great  Britain,  and  a  stock  of  discontents 
sufficiently  strong  and  extensive.  By  "  (jestroy- 
ing"  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (and  to  re- 
fuse .10  renew  its  charter  is  to  destroy  it,)  we 
essentially  "impair"  the  "engagements,"  not  of 
individuals  only  of  the  one  nation  with  indtvid- 
nals  of  the  other,  but  the  "  engagemeots?  of  our 
Government  iuelf.  with  some  of  those  individuals. 
When  the  Barings  purchased  of  our  Government 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  shares  of 
«tOck  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  which 
Xheypaid^ne  million  two  huqdred  and  eighty- 
seven,  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  would 
they  have  made , the  purchase  if  the  Government 
had  intimated  its  intention  to  destrdy  the  bank 
ijejglit  years?  No,  sir.  By  the  dissolution  of 
the  bank,  tl^  stock  so  purc{iased  being  reduced 
from  one  hundred  an4  torty-five  to  one  hundred 
dollars  in  value  for  each  shari^  a  diffefeace  is 


made  to  the  Bariqgsof  three  hundred  and  Dioety- 
nine  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  ^htch. 
they  lose.     . 

Sin  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  Bank  ot 
the  United  States.  1  am  no  stockholder ;  I  hare 
not  the  means  of  being  one*  Nor  is  the  branch 
at  Boston  of  equal  import  to  the  citizens  of  Ma«- 
tachusetts,  with  ifae  bank  itself  aqd  its  branelies 
to  the  inhabitants  and  commercial  t^ties  of  other 
States;  although  the  withdrawing  of  seres  or 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  bankta^ 
capital  of  Boston  would  Imdoublediy  prodoee 
some  serious  inconveniences.  But,  sir,  I  eonstler 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  its  branches, 
of  immense  importance  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  necessary  instrumeat  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  in  the  managenwat  of 
oup  great  aational  ccfnoeros,  T  shall,  therefore, 
give  ipy  rote  lor  the  renewal  of  its'^harter. 

Mr.  BRfiNT.*-rMr.  President,  having  been  me- 
vented  from  finishing  the  reinarks  ^ieh  I  nad 
intended  to  make  on  the  subject  under  dncussioa 
when  I  last  had  the  honor  to  address  thta  body, 
froim  the  late  hour,  of  the  day  to  which  it  was  de- 
tained, I  wiH  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  Co 
make  a  f^w  desultory  observations,  which  the 
want  of  time  prevent^  me  from  heretofore  sub- 
mitting to  you/  consideration.  ,1  formerly  re- 
marked, ^hat  many  gentlemen  had  avowed  that 
the  principal  cause  that  induced  them  to  vote 
against  this  bill  was  the  lai^e  portion  bf  the  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  which  was  held 
by  forei^ners^  which  caused  a  foreign  mftueiice 
to  exist  in  this  eountry,  which  vra?  ineodi|Nitible 
with  its  safety  \  and  that,  after:  the  termination  of 
this  bank,  they  were  willing  to  join  in  the  erea- 
tifm  of  another  in  which  our  own  citizens  only 
would  be  interested.  I  insisted,  that  if  it  was  de- 
sirable to  get  rid  of  foreign  stockholders,  ( which 
I  did  not  l^liete,)  this  could  not  be  effected  by 
the  desiructioii  of  that  bank,  for  the  reasons  1 
then  had  the  honor  to  suggest.  I  will  here  add 
one  or  more  additional  reasons  whv  I  entertmia 
Uiis  opinion..  If  foreif  oers  can  employ  their  cap- 
ital here  to  greater  advantage  than  in  their  own 
eottotry,  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  tbeoa 
from  suhscf ibing  to  the  shares  of  the  new  baak 
jrou  create^  .  If  you  propose  to  do  so  by  prohihtt> 
ing  them  from  beiog  stockholders,  the  law  wiU 
be  avoided  by  the  subscription  beii^  laade  ia  the 
name  of  our  own  citiiens,  who  will  hold  it  for 
foreigners ;  or,  even  if  the  shares^hould  be  wholly 
taken  by  our  own  citizens,  they  will  afterward(i 
sell  to  foreigners;' so  that  the  sa^e  foreign  infla- 
enee  exists,  (if  such  is  the  effect  of  stock'  beiog 
held  by  foreigners.)  Nor,  sir,  is  this  apprehended 
foreign  inftaence  in  any  degree  dtminbhed,  if  this 
bank  is  destroyed  and  it  new  bank  shonld  not  be 
created.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  those  for- 
eigners who,  if  there  existed  a  Bank^f  the  United 
States,  would  have  ijavested  their  money  in  its 
stock,  now  invest  the  same  quantity  of  money  ia 
the  State  banks.  Of  course  the  same  extent  of 
foreign  influence  (as  far  as  foreigners  holding  our 
stock  produces  thisvesuit)  in  either  state  of  things 
exists*     This  reasonii^,  Mr.  Preaideati  ia  «d« 
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;  to  tbo»e  toAj  wbo  aie  bq  verr  appretieii* 
sire  of  the  dangeroas  ififlu«iice  which*  ibe  invest* 
ment  of  foreijga  capiul  here  prodvoes.  For  my- 
self I  eiUerUui  do  such  fears  ;^  at»d  for  (he  reasons 
I  have  heretofore  had  the  hotfor  of  sutlng,  4o 
very  mach  qQestioa  whether  it  is  not  most  ad- 
Tantageous  that  foreigners  should  hold  exten- 
sively the  stock  of  our  banks. 

Some  gentlemen  are  anxious  for  the  dissolution 
of  tike  haaky  because  they  are  of  opinion  that 
l^nks  of  every  kind  and  under  every  laodifioation 
are  injarions.  Perhaps  thev  may>  be  so.  But 
ikies  Che  destruction  ot  this  bank  remove  xr  di-^ 
■liakb  the  evil  society  is  to  suffer  from  the  exist- 
eoee  of  banks?  If  this  bank  is  dissolved,  the 
Stale  banks  wtU  exist,  «nd  new  ones  he'ereated  to 
fill  up  the  vacuum,  of  bank  circuiatiagf  paper 
which  is  produced  by  the  dissolution  of  ttus  oaak. 
If  t^e  eommuBity  is  to  be  oppcessed  with  soeh 
institutioQs  as  banks  to  the  same,  extent,  whether 
.or  not  there  exists  a  National  Bank,  is  it  net  better 
to  luive  a  National  Bi^ok  than  to  put  the  Qo veto- 
ment  to  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  its  fiscal 
amogemeats  by  theco*operation  of  State  banks^ 
whidh  ttre  ib  no  xespeet  under  its^  control  ? 

Among  other  reasons  urged  by  the  honorable 
gentiemaa  fipom  Maryland  why  there  wodld  be 
BO  iaoonveniance  attending  the  dissoUitren  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  indeed  why  there 
would  almost  be  an  advantage  from  such  a  mea- 
sure— he  insists  there  is  at  this  time  about  $20,- 
OOOjOOO  daebur  merchants  from  those  of  Bngtand, 
and  such  was  the  deranged  state  of  the  oommeic- 
eial  resources  in  that  country,  that  our  merchants 
could  not. now  obtain  payment  of  their  British 
debts,  hot  tikt  on  the  disaolmion  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  this  seven  miiUons  of  stock 
which  vras  held  by  foreigners  would  he  applied 
in  part  payment^o  our  merchanu  of  the  debt  due 
to  them  from  the  British-^^o  that  this  mcney 
would  not  go. out  of  the  country, hut  would  he 
immediately  paid  td  oor  merchants  and  go  to  that 
exleot-to  the  increase  of  their  resources.  < 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me,  notwith- 
atMiding  the  high  respect  l  entertaia  for  the  hon- 
orablegealleBiaB^  mercantile  and  political  kriowl* 
e^^e  ;  that  in  this  instaaae  his  opinioi|  is  not  ad- 
eurate*    Siihet  the  Brttfsb  merchants  that  tkje 
indebted  to  ours  are  solvent  or  otherwise.    If  the 
firac^  ibey  can  pay  our  piercbants  the  po.000,000 
th»y  owe  them  inthe^resent  state 'of  things;  if 
they  are  not  solvent,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the 
siookholders^  after  receiving  roonsy  from  the  bank 
to  the  amount  of  their  stock,  willy'witk  tlyis  money, 
pnnehaae  bills  which  will  be  protested  for  noa- 
myaaent?    For  sueh  must  be  the  result  if  the 
otttiah  merchant. is  not  at  present  able  to  pay  his 
iehu  to  our  merchant    Tome  it  seems  most 
piobahle  that  on  the  dissolniioa  of  the  bank  one 
of  tiro  events  will  take  place.    Either  the  seVen 
.  mUlaons,  the  amount  of  foreign  stock,  will  be  in- 
vested in  our  State  banks,  or  it  will  be  remitted 
to  Barne  in  actual  speeie.    If  It  should  be  in-^ 
vested  in  our  State  l>anks,  the  same  extent  of 
ioreigm  influence  remains  in  our  country  which 
we  are  90  aoxioiis  to  get  ridi>f-Hind  so  far  as  re- 


lates to  this  difficulty,  the  dissolution  •of  the  prea^ 
ent  bank  has  no  operation.  If  these  seven  mil- 
lions sire  not  invested  in  State  bank  stoclc,  and 
good  bills  oaonot  be  obtained  to  transmit  it,  as  is 
clearly  dedocible  from  the  statement  of  the  geit-- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  then  it  must  go  in  actual 
specie.  An  honorable  gentleman  frotn  Massa* 
chusetts,  of  great  add  unquestionable  mercantile 
information,  has'sopposed  there  is  not  in  the 
United  Sthtes  more  than  ten  million  of  dollars 
in  specie.  If  bv  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  seven 
of  these  ten  millions  are  to  be  exported  from  our 
country,  will  it  not  be  attended  with  serious  con^ 
sequences,  more  e^ecially  since  it  has  already 
been  discovered  that  the  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  in  the, United  States  haiT for  some  years 
past  been  diminishi&g  to  such^n  extent  that  it 
has  been  tliought  by  several  important  that  Con* 
gr^s  should  take  some  steps  to  guard  against  iha 
continuance  of  this  evil  1  Another  reason  which 
might  induce  the  holders  of  this  stock,  when  the 
amount  is  paid  oE  to  transport  the  specie  instead 
of  pdrcha'sing  bills,' is  the  great  and  increasing 
difierence  in  value  between  the  actual  value  of 
the  same  nominal  a^punt  of  paper  and  speeie  in_ 
England'  In  the  remarks  which  I  heretolbre  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  I  suggested 
that  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  might  se*- 
riously  affect  our  revenue.  In  addition  to  the 
reason^  then  insisted  on  as  leading  to  this  con* 
elusion,  permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  remark, 
that^if  at  the  same  moment  you  diminish' the 
circulating  medium  of  the  nation  (which  to  a 
certain  extent  is  effected  by  destroying  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States)  and  call  upon  yoqr  mer- 
chants immediately  to  pay  fourteen  millions'  of 
doUarsjthenmount  of  the  debt  they  owe  the  banks, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  pay  twelve, millions  to 
the  GKivernment,  which  u  the  amount  of  the 
bonded  revenue,  at  a  period  when  our  comnierce 
has  been  strugeling  for  many  years  with  the  ac- 
cumulated dimculties  produced  by  spoliationti, 
hy  embargo  and  no^-tntercourse  laws — I  i^y^ 
Mr.  Presldant,  under  such  circumstances,  is  it  un« 
reasonable  to  enter^n  some  apprehension  that 
our  merchants,  fiodinff  themselves  unable  to  sur-' 
mount  ail  the. difficulties  with  which  they  are 
surrounded,  will  in  their  choice  of  difficulties  pur« 
sue.thecommon  dictates  of  pudence,  and  choosie 
the  least?  Is  it  not  probable  that  they  will  ia 
the  first  instance,  take  every  step  to  securier  their 
bank  endorsers  by  settling  their  debts  with  the 
bank  and  leave  the  Gotemment  tO'brin|[  suit  oa 
tbenr  revenue  bonds?  Such  an  eventis  the  more 
to  he^iepreoated,  as  this  is,  of  all  otheiiB,  a  period 
when  we  should  be  cautious  about  adopting  any 
ineasure  which  would  diminish  the  receipts  of 
oor  treasury,  already  much  curtailed  bv  our  late 
embargo,  and  which  will  be  considerably  affected 
by  our  non-importation  law. 

The  remark  I  made  some  days  past,  in  relation 
to  a  supposed  incapacity  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
to  the  wants  of  thacountry,  was,  that  it  had  been 
sttggested  to  me  that  it  had  produced  in  Rich- 
mond a  great  deal  of  usury,  or,  u  it  £b  ($otoiaonly 
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called,  moDCf -8haviof[.  la  makmg  thia  observa* 
ttoo,  Mr.  President,  u  was  not  my  iateatioQ  to 
reflect  in  the  most  cnstant  manner  on  the  presi- 
dent or  any  of  the  directors  of  that  bank.  I  Know 
.not  the  name  of  any  one  gentleman  in  the  direc- 
tioB.  For  all  that  I'  know,  or  have  heard,  the 
afiairs  of  that  bank  are  as  ably  and  as  honorably 
conducted  as  thoie  of  any  bank  in  the  United 
Sutfs  or  elsewhere.  The  fadt  which  I  atated 
was  one  which  1  suppose  to  be  an  una?oidable 
result' when  you  go  into  the  banking  system  and 
do  not  create  a  banking  capital  adequate  to*  the 
wants  of  society.  If  you  establish  a  bank  wi^h 
an  inadequate  capital,  fatorites  go  into  the  bank, 
get  the  money  out  of  it,  and  apply  H  to  usttrious 
purposes ;  it  is  no  reflection  on  a  banic  to  s^y  that 
It  has  its  favorites.  When  more  applications  are 
made  or  more  good /paper  offered  than  can  be 
acoommodated,  a  selection  must  be  madcj'^nd 
•okne  applii^ants  remain  unaccommodated,  who 
will  be  compelled  to  give  usurious  interest  to 
those  who  have  been  accommodated  for  the  very 
money  which  this  actommodatioa  hiu  supplied 
them  with.  My  honorable  colleague  is  of  opin- 
ion ths^t  the  Bank  of  Richmond  has  a  capital  of 
sufficient  extent,  and  that  all  who  deserve  accom- 
modations there  can  obtain,  them.  I  can  only 
say  that  I  have  repeatedly  heard  a  very  different 
statement  in  Richmond  and  elsewhere.  Another 
fact,  too,  I  beg  leave  to  mention.  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  &  very  intelligent  officet  of  the 
branch  bank  at  Petersbui;g;  who  has  informed  me 
that  almost  always  Q^ore  ^ood  paper  is  offered 
to  the-board of  directors  than  could  be  aecom- 
modated,  from  the  limited  extent  of  their  banking 
capital  3  and  it  would   seem  an  extraordinary 

SheaomeooBy  that  when  Richmond  aad  Peters- 
urg  are  only  twenty-five  miles,  distant  there 
shomd  be  a  redundancy  of  banking  capital  at  the 
former  and  such  a  deficiency  at  the  latter. 

1  now,  Mr.  President,  aipproaeh  the  discussion 
of  a  qtiestion  which  excites  with  me  more  sensi« 
bl|ity  than  is  produced  by  any  consideration  con- 
nected With  the  subject  n6w  deliberated  on.  It 
is.  principally  with  a  view  to  investigate  this  del^ 
leate  and  interesting  questic^  that  I  have  been 
induced  at  the  present  hour  to  solicit  the  atten-, 
tion  of  this  honorable  body.  We  are  told  that 
this  question  concerning  tfaie  'rechartering  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  party  questjoa, 
and  Oom  the  vociferous  and  earnest  reiteration 
of  this  assertion,  it  is  evident  that  this  invidious 
inference  is  intended  to  be  derived  from  it— to 
wit:  that  at  the  first  establishment  of  th^  Bank 
of  the  United  States  it  was  contested  on  Oonstl- 
tntiooal  ffrounds,and  that  its  favorers  or  its  op- 
posers  marked  the  Federal  or  Republican  charae*. 
ler,-aod  designated  the  individual?  who  formed 
the  body  of  these  two  great  poHtical  sects;  .that 
the  s^vofi  characteristic  adheres  to  the  bill -noW 
before  us,  and  that  such  of  those  who  have  here- 
tofore been  considered  as  appertaining  to  the  Re'> 
publicah  party  as  give  their  sanction  to  this  bill 
must  hereafter  be  considered  as  apostltizing  from 
that  political  sect  with  which  they  have  hereto- 
fore been  arranged.    I  will  first  inqnin  into  tha 


justice  of  this  assertion  as  it  relates  to  the  matter 
of  fact,  at  the  first  establishment  of  the  Baok  of 
the  United  States ^  and  next^  as  to  the  hooortble 
and  generous  inference  wh^ch  these  magnani- 
mous asserters  anempt  to  derive  from  it. 
EMr.  S.  Smith  wholly  dented  that  he  baderer 
led  this  a  party  question  or  viewed  it  in  tiiii 
light] 

Mr.  BasKT  said  that  he  bad  never  beard  the 
hoiiorabk  gentleman  make  such  an  asscrtioa,  but 
he  nad  been  informed  k  was  attribnted  to  bio. 
f  he  honorable  gentleman^s  decbratioq  is,  how- 
ever, perfectly  satisfactory  to  me;  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  is  incapable  of  making  so  invidious  and 
unfounded  an  accusation ;  I  am  top  #ell  acqaaiot- 
vd  with  that  honorable  ge^tlemiia's  good  feiN 
and  liberality.  -  He  will  therefore  b^  so  good  u 
not  to  consider  any  jr^marks  1  shall  make  oa  tbi 
particular  question  that  1  am  now  iavestigatiog 
asUpplying  io  him,  but  tp  others  who  act  with  bio 
as  to  (he  general  and  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill  o^ 
der  consideration.  That  amonff  the  great  masiof 
people  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  particvUrlf 
the  State  I  represent,  this  measure  estabttiluD| 
the  Bank  of  th^  United  States  was  taken  upai 
a  party  question,  may  be  admitted;  but  that  it 
was  viewed  in  this  light  in  either  Hotseoftbit 
Congress  which  passed  the  law;  that  the  rotes 
which  were  given  either  affirmatively  or  other- 
wise were  the  teat  to  aseertain  who  was  of  the 
Republican  and  who  of  the  Federal  party,  is  ^ 
assertiob  destitute  of  all  foundation.;  for  wboem 
will  examine  the  yeas  and  nays  of  both  Hoaset 
of  CoDgress  will  find  some  ol  oar  most  distiaj* 
guished  Republican  patriots  voting  for  the  bui, 
while  others  equally  eminent  and  zealous  in  the 
Federal'  ranka  will  be  found  in  hostility  to  J^ 
Sir,  the  Journals  of  Congress  testimony  derired 
from  solemn  and  unquestionabU  records,  a  sp^ 
cies  of  evid^niie  which  the  laws  of  our  cooairy 
and  the  practice  of  our  courts  in.  t^  gradiuo* 
of  the  different  species  of  testimony  places  in  the 
highest  station  and  considers  as  of  the  mofttot- 
posing  authority,  demonstrate  that  the  assertton 
that  the  question  concerning  the  establisbfficot 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  first  m- 
stance  was  entirely  a  party  question,  is  ^l^^l^fj^ 
of  alt  foundation  ^  that  an  asseruon  bo  suscepuws 
01  refutation  by  te^mony  -so  irresistible  sooom^ 
have  been  made,  is  evidence  to  me  of  tbe  QBJ^ 
tifiable  length  to  which  some  gentlemen  will  P^' 
mit  their  zeal  to  transport Ihem.  Nay«  Mr.  r^^ 
sideer,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  w 
member,  i^s  I  believe,  of  this  honorable  J^^^^Jr 
was  a  member  of  Congress  when  the  ^^^f^ 
lishingaBankofthe  United  States  took.p»J^ 
(I  mean  the  honorable  Mr.  Gilmaw.)  Thw«^ 
tleman  is  known  to  be  a  Republican;  y^^  J^ 
journals  will  assure  us  that  he  voted  for  toe  o 
establishing  the  bank.  ..... 

If  the  opinion  of  the  constitutionality  ^/*^^^ 
wise  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Smtes  ^^^^yZ 
teripn  by  which  the  estimiite  is  to  be  "*f ^j^?  .-- 
poliiicalsect -to  which  each  individual  "j^^^ 
what  Shan  we  say  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  »^ J?^ 
jorities  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  diifm 
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AdmtnistratioD.  who  by  repeated  acts  recognised 
the  legality  ana  coostitacionality  of  this  instka* 
tioQ  ?  Shall  we  say  that  he  and  tbey  have  apos* 
tatized  from  the  Republican  cause  ?  Do  the  pre- 
BnmpraoQs  and  daring  assertors  pretend  to  impose 
upon  US  ft  belief  that,  daring  a  period  which  we 
have  hitherto  supposed  was  the  proudest  triumph 
of  republicanism,  those  of  the  dominant  party  had 
apostatized  from  the  Republican  cause?  Are 
we  to  belicTe  that,  during  the  Administration  pf 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  great  apostle  of  republicanism, 
one  with  whose  naSie  republicanism  has  been  si^p- 
posed  to  be  identified— are  we  to  believ«  that  he 
Aas  apostatized  from  hjs  political  party  ?  Are  t|iere 
any  so  presumptuous  as  to  imagine  they  cab  im- 
pose irpon  the  public  mind  or  upon  this  honorable 
bod^BO  monstrous,  so  absurd  a  belief?  Can  yoa 
be  induced  to  select  that  moment  which  has 
hitherto  been  imagined  most  auspicious  to  Repub- 
Hcan  principles  as  the  one  when  aboTe  all  others 
there  was  a  total  apostacy  from  them?  No,  sir, 
every  efibrt  is  vain  which  is  made  to  impose  upon 
us  so  irrational  a  belief.  On  the  contrary  hand, 
we  will  account  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  the  Republican  luajorities  in  Conp^i^ess  during 
his  Administration,  when  tbey  sanctioned  by  re- 
peated laws  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of 
the  tJoited  States,  by  the  considerations  I  proceed 
to  enumerate.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
abstract  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  respecting  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank  on  its  first  institu- 
tion, it  \s  now  immaterial  to  inquire.  He  saw, 
when  he  came  into  the  Presidency,  that  this  wa? 
in  Its  origin  not  a  party  question ;  but  that  the 
Jounaals  of  Congress  would  evince  that  on  the 
rote  which  first  gave  a  sanction  to  thiB  measure 
all  party  distinction  was  confounded ;  that  it  was 
one  of  those  questions,  which,  when  first  agitated, 
was  calculated  to  profluce  a  diversity  of  opinion 
among  men  of  the  purest  intentions  and  of  the 
most  laiDinous  understandings;  that  it  was  one  of 
those  doubtful  questions  which,  when  once  siet- 
tied  hj  precedent,  should  never  again  be  agitated ; 
that  this  measure  had  been  sanctioned,  after  the 
foilest deliberation  had  been  bestowed  upon  it;  and 
that  we  had  so  incorporated  this  bank  establishment 
with  our  fiscal  and  other  Governmental  arrange- 
meata,  that  it  could  not  at  that  time  be  put  down 
withottt  impairing  the  public  credit,  and  without 
being  like  (in  various  other  points  of  view)  to  be 
productive  of  very  serious  and  numerous  calami- 
ties to  the  communjty.  From  all  these  various 
considerations,  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  he  came  into 
the  Administratioh,  as  also  tfie  majority  of  Con- 
gress daring  that  period.  (Considered  the  question 
retpeetitig  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  as  a 
settled  and  adjudicated  one,  which  was  now  to  be 
teqoiesced  in,  and  pursued  a  system  of  policy  in 
coafonnity  with  this  sentiment.  On  any  other 
priadple  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  of  Con- 
grcn  would  not  only  not  be  justifiable,  but  would 
be  cnniinat  in  the  highest  sense.  If  they  had 
considered  this  a  party  question,  a  measure  which 
the  Federal  part]^  during  its  ascendency,  had  es- 
tablished, eontranr  to  the  manifest  and  unquestion- 
able prinetples  of  the  Constitution;  (as  some  gen- 
lltbCoK.SdSBSS.— 11 


tiemen  now  contend,)  every  step  that  was  taken 
to  sanction  this  unconstitutional  measure,  was 
inflictinjE^  a  new  wound  oh  the  Constitution,  and 
a  violation  of  the  sacred  oaths  they  had  taken  to 
support  it.  To  ss^y  that  it  was  done  for  the  sup- 
pKtrt  of  public  faith,  because  the  law  incorpora- 
ting the  bank  had  made  a  contract. with  individ- 
uals, is  irrational  and  fallacious,  because  no  un- 
constitutional law  can  pledge  th^  faith  of  Grov- 
ernment.  An  unconstitutional  law  incorporatii^g  ' 
a  body  of  men  can  give  them  no  legal  existence 
which  can  be  binding  on  a  subsequent  legislature. 
It  is,  as  was  well  observed  by  my  colleague,  to  enter 
into  a  .contract  with  an  idiot  or  itaarried  woman. 
The  contract  is  ip$o  facto  woid.  If  an  unconsti- 
tutionar  law  canirot  pledge  the  faith  of  Govern- 
ment, or  a  subsequent  legislature;  nay  more,  if 
it  is  incumbent  on  a  subsequent  legislature  to  re- 
peal such  unconstitutional  law ;  then  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  it  is 
of  this  description,  (that  is,  evidently  unconstitu- 
tional,)  imposed  no  other  obligation  on  Mr«  Jeffer- 
soi^nd  his  Republicai^majority  than  immediately 
to  repeal  it,  and  to  restore  to  its  original  purity 
that  Constitution  they  had  sworn  to  support ;  but 
.when  the  verjr  opposite  conduct  is  pursued,  we 
must  presnnie  it  was  done  from  an  idea  that  the 
constitutiohality  of  the  bank  in  its  origin  was  one 
of  those  questionable  principles  which  mi^ht 
create  doubt  between  individuals  of  all  parties, 
and  on  which  men  of  the  best  understanding 
might  palise  and  hesitate ;  but  being  once  deter- 
mined on^  was  to  be  considered  as  an  adjudicated 
cas^,  which  the  repose  of  society  made  it  proper 
should  never  again  be  drawn  into  discussion. 
This,  sir,  I  think,  is  a  iustifiable  inference.  Are 
we  not  then  warranted  in  saying,  that  the  asser- 
tion that  this  is  a  party  question,  with  all  the 
bearings  it  is  intended  to  have,  is  destitute  of  all 
foundation  ?  That  the  law  concerning  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  not  in  its  origin  a  party 
question,  is  demonstrated  by  the  Journals  of  Con- 
fess., Whenever  this  measure  wa?  agitated  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  was 
not  taken  up  as  a  party  question,  because  all  par- 
ties gave  it  their  concurrent  support.  It  remains 
to  be  inquired  whether  on  the  present  occasion 
the  bill  under  your  consideration  is  to  be  viewed 
as  a  party  question.  In  order  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  a  question,  that  is,  whether  it  is  a 
party  one  or  not,  it  is  first  necessary  to  ascert&in 
who  are  the  different  individuals  that  constitute 
the  different  parties,  and  how  these,  individuals 
stand  in  relation  to  tbe  question  to  be  decided  on. 
If  all  or  almost  all  of  each  political  sect  are  ar- 
ranged, one  for,  the  other  against  the  measure, 
then  it  may  be  deemed  a  party  question ;  but  if 
a  very  larffe  portion  of  one  of  your  political  par- 
ties, carrying  with  it  some  of  your  most  distm- 
guished  members,  is  found  opposed  to  another 
portion  of  its  own  party,  you  can  no  longer  call 
this  a  party  question. 

Bach  portion  of  this  divided  party  may  claim 
its  exclusive  identification  with  the  party  itself, 
and  upbraid  the  other  with  the  epithet  of  apos- 
Ute;  but  their  pretensions  wUl  V^*  )^X*^^BP^ 
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vnleas  sspported  hj  higher  authority  than  that 
which  is  derived  from  t^  arrocanee  of  one  sec- 
tion of  this  divided  party.  When  I  view  the 
Journals  of  the  House  ot  Representatives,  and 
cast  my  eyes  over  the  yeas  and  nays  od  this  qu^- 
tioD,  as  decided  there  some  dajrs  past,  and  find 
some  of  the  most  zealous  and  distinguished  Re- 
publicans in  the  aflGirmative ;  when  I  reflect  o^ 
the  numbet  and  great  weight  of  character  ef  the 
Republican  members  of  this  honorable  body  who 
concur  with  me  in  opinion  that  it  is  proper  the 
re-ineorporation  of  the  bank  should  prevail,  I 
consider  it  as, the  height' of  arrogance, and  the 
most  baseless  of  all  unfounded  pretensions,  in 
those  of  the  Republican  parly  wup  are  opposed 
to  this  measure,  to  call  this  a  party  question,  to 
identify  themselves  exclusively  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  land  to  insinuate  that  such  Repnbii- 
oans  as  vote  for  this  bill  have  abandoned  their 
political  principles.  By  what  authority  can 
.those  Republican  gentlemen,  n^ho  oppose  this 
bill,  appropriate  exclusively  to  themselves  the 
character  of  Republicans;- are  there  not,  amttig 
those  of  the  Republicans  wh\>  are  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  men  of  as  great  weight  of  character  as 
those  who  are  opposed  to  them ;  men,  who  ean 
offer  as  distinguished  and  as  proud  and  elevated 
pretensions  for  the  zeal,  the  diligence,  the  fidel- 
itf,  and  the  fortitude  they  displayed  in  the  Re- 
publican cause  during  the  period  of  its  adversity, 
as  any  this  country  contains  ?  Who,  sir^  in  the 
hour  of  difficulty,  at  that  period  which  tried  men's 
souls,  when  republicanism  meant  more  than  a 
name,  and  its  advocates  were  stiff matized  as  Ac- 
tions demaffogues  and  upbraided  with  every 
odious  epithet— who,  sir,  at  this  inauspicious 
moment  occupied  a  more  eminent  and  distin- 
guished sution  in  the  Republican  ranks  than  the 
pesent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  the 
first  to  recpmmend  this  measure  ?  And  is  Albert 
Gallatin,  one  of  those  whb  pre-eminently  contrib- 
uted to  form  the  Atlas,  on  whose  shoulders  the 
fate  of  Republicanism  rested^  at  the  moment 
when  it  was  surrounded  with  such  numerous 
andierocioQs  assailants— is  he  not  a  Republican? 
Nay,  Mr.  President,  are  there  none  in  this  body 
of  the  veteran  politicians  who  contributed  to 
form  that  Spartan  band  who  so  nobly  defended 
the  Republican  cause,  when  it  exposed  its  advo- 
cates to  every  species  of  obloquy  and  political 
persecution— are  there  none  of  that  description 
in  this  body  that  inean  to  vote  for  this  bill? 
It  will,  with  justice,  not  be  denied.  Mr.  Preai- 
dent,  who  are  the  characters  who  have  proclaim- 
ed this  to.  be  a  party  question,?  Does  my  col- 
league, who  was  inferior  in  zeal  and  efficiency 
to  no  one  in  the  Councils  of  our  country,  at  the 
crisis  I  have  been  speaking  of— does  he  call  this 
a  party  question  ?  Does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  who  also  bore  his  share  in 
the  honorable  conflict  for  Republican  principles ; 
does  he  call  this  a  party  question  ?  No,  sh,  they 
each  know,  the  reverse,  and  are  too  honorably  and 
lUst  to  make  such  an  insinuation.  It  is  not,  sir, 
rom  those  political  veterana  whose  standing 
might  justify  them  for  making  some  pretoQaicm, 
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that  this  exclusive  claim  to  Republicanism  b  is* 
sisted  on.  both  within  and  without  our  doors.  It 
is  made  oy  characters  that  at  the  period  of  B^ 
publican  adversity  were»not  known  in  the  Coaa- 
oils  of  our  nation,  or  were  perhaps  in  moit  in- 
stances boys  at  school ;  and  are  these  unfledged, 
fair-weather  politicians,  in  these  halefon  days  of 
Republicanism,  to  attribute  to  themselves  the 
exclusive  monopoly  of  Republican  principles, aU 
stigibatize  as  apostates  those  veteran  politicitii 
to  Wftose  4>ersecutions  and  exertions, the  tiiumpk 
and  preservation  of  Republican  principles  cu 
alone  be  attributed  ?  These,  sir,  are  modeet  pn* 
tensions,  and  the  pUbHc  will  duly  a|;preciste 
them'when  they  learn  the  source  from  wbesee 
they  come  and  the  characters  to, whom  thfjrire 
to  be  applied.  If  to  be  of  an  opinion  that  tbeie 
is  a  Constitutional  power  in  the  -General  Goren- 
ment  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  i&aa  aposuey 
from  the  Republican  cause,  then  Mr.  Jeffenoa 
and  the  two  Houses  of  CongfCBs  during  his  Ad- 
ministration, who  considered  this  a  settled  nd 
an  adjudicated  pointy  and  in  repeated  iostuea 
legislated  on  this  principle,  and  passed  laWs  re- 
cognising ihe  constitutionality  oi  such  aa  istfi- 
tution — then,  sir,  Mr.  Jefierson  and  the  m^oritf 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congxess  during  his  Ad- 
ministration have  apostatized,  as  also  has  Albert 
Gallatin,  who,  relyring  69  the  score  of  precedeot, 
has  considered  this  as  an  adjudicated  qoestioot 
and  in  his  report  recommended  its  adoption— be 
also  has  apostatized  from  the  Repubhcaa  P&ttf> 
Mr.  President,  I  remember  to  have  beard  si 
instance  roeniioned  when  a  glOomy  and  ferocioQi 
fanatic  was  pronouncing  eternal  damnation  ob 
all  who  died  without  the  pale  of  his  church— tbit 
a  more  benevolent  and  liberal  person  who  hard 
him,  in  order  to  obviate  such  monstrous  doctrise, 
enumerated  a  great  many  of  the  most  amiable 
of  their  common  acquaintance  and  even  reis- 
tives  whom  the  hand  of  deat^  had  takea  frffO 
them,  that  were  not  of  the  same  relijg^ious  teaeft 
with  this  fanatic,  and  interrogated  him  whit  bsd 
become  of  each  of  these  amiable  an^  dear.frieads 
and  relations  ?  The  fanatic  replied,  they  ^ 
all  in  hell;  to  which  the  interrogator  rejoiaed 
that  he  also  would  go  to  hell,  for  he  was  sore  u 
the  information  he  had  just  received  was  true  be 
should  flad  better  company  there  than  ia  aaf 
other  region  he  could  repair  to.  -  With  the  state 
desire  to  get  ia  good  company,  if  Mr.  Jeffer^A 
and  the  majorities  of  Congress,  during  his  Adiaia- 
istration,  and  Albert  ORLllatiaj  have  apostatised 
from  the  Republican  party,  I  also  am  cont^t  to 
be  an  apostate.  I  am  sure  I  know  of  no  politi^ 
sect  that  have  manifested  opinions  so  coogeaial 
with  my  ovm  as  they  have  done,  and  with  tbeai 
I  wish  to  be  associated. 

Mr.  President,  I  b6g  leave  to  reipiad  these  oef- 
bprn,  unknown,  self^created,  exclusive  Repj*"- 
cans,  who  hurl  apostacy  and  other  dedunci^^lp' 
with  such  liberality  against  all  that  will  ^^"^'^ 
,this  bill,  that  many  of  their  own  parly,  maoy  <» 
those  who  vote  with  thein,  avow  a  belief,  tbst 
Congresa  has  the  power  to  create  a  bank,  bit 
they  do  not  think  it  expedient  at  preaentio  re- 
Digitized  by.VjOOQlC 
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charter  this  bank.  I  and^stand  the  honorable 
member  from  Mari^land  has  candidly  and  bonor- 
abl7  avowed  this  opmion — manf  others  are  kaowD 
to  entertain  the  same  seBtimenls,  (though  tbey 
will  not  ackDowledffe  them  with  the  same  can- 
dor,) who  have  aQ«  will  Tota  a^inst  this  bill. 
To  those  who  entertain  this  sentiment  how  can 
'this  be  a  party  (question  t  The  only*  incident 
which  gives  it  the  ehariscter  of  a  Moty  qn^tion 
IS,  the  opinion  that  astich  a  law  is  Gonstitatiooal 
.or  otherwise ;  and  a  determination  to  vote  in  the 
a^rmacire  or  negative,  as  that  opinion  shall  dio^ 
.tate.  Now,  to  such  gentlemen  as4>elieve  ^helaw 
Ooosticntiooal  mad  yet  rote  against  it,  it  canarot 
be  a  party  question.  Those  wJio  are  inthi^  sit- ' 
iratiott,  and  endeavor  to  overthrow  theHnll  by 
the  prejadiocs  they  may  crdite  afainst  It,  by  af- 
fecting to  caH  it  a  party  question,  thoo^h, secretly" 
and  in  their  own  minds  they  entertam  no  sitcn 
belief— such  rentlemen,  Mr..  President,.as  act  in 
this  manner,. Ifht  under  i^lse  colors.    • 

Mr.  President,  it  is  poiafal  for  any  gentleman 
wbeb  addr^ng  this  House  to  speak  of  himself, 
and  to  make  his  past  political  cohduct  the  theme 
of  his  obeervatiofis ;  but,  in  an  instance  like 
thisj  when  insinuations  are  made  so  calculated  to 
excite  the  mpst  poignant  sensibility-^when  a 
charge  of  inconsistency  and  dereliction  of  former 
political  .|>riocipl^s  is  made,  it  is  pardonable  to . 
take  &  review  of  oar  past  political  condnet,  for 
the  purpose  of  repelling  charges  which  ^create 
emotions  proportioned  to  the  a<dor  and  fidelity 
with  which  we  are  conscious  of  cheriisbiDg  thpse 
vrinciples  which  we  are  accused  of  having  abaik^ 
ooned.  Daringthe  most  arduous  conflicts  o(  the. 
Republican  (Mirty,  art  a  time  when  it  was  borne 
down  bv  domineeriiig  and  tyrannical  majoriries, 
alihoogh  I  occupied  no  prominent  station,  it  cei'- 
tainiy  was  not  my  fortuae  to*  repose  uj[>on  a  bed 
isi  roees.  It  was  at  this  most  inauspicious  pe- 
riodf  as  it  ^respected  the  fortune  of  th^  party  to 
which  I  was  aKaehed,  that  I  first  acquired  a  seat 
in  the  otbei'  branch  of  the  National  Legislature. 
The  four  yearft  duritfg  which  I  retain^*  it  may 
be  considered,  as  the  very  time,  when,  above  any 
other,  party  intolerance  was  carried  to  the  greatest 
excess^  when  a  Republican  was  almost  hunted 
dowB  in  the  streets  of  Philadelphia,  where  Con- 
gress then  sat ;  when  the  RepubUcaa  members 
wwe  reduced  in  Coiigress  on  great  and  critical 
fueslioBs,  which  served  most  precisely  to  desig-^ 
nate  the  two  parties,  to  a  very  inconsiderable- 
body  ;  when,  to  be  called  a  Republican,  was,  in 
the  estimation  of  the  dominant  party,  to  pVomul- 
^te  outlawry  against  you  in  the  code  of  human* 
ity,  and  to  cut^  you  off  from  almost  dll  the  chari<* 
tiea  of  life;  at  thisr period, sir,  it  was  my  fortune 
lo  represent  the  only  Federal  district  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  (and  to  be  the  only  Re(^ublican  rep- 
resentative that  thi^  district  either  before  or  after 
elected  to  Congress;)  it  was  my  fortune  to  receive 
during  this  adverse  and  temp^tuons  period  al* 
most  innumerable  addresses  from  my  constitu- 
ents, which  I  was  made  the  organ  to  present  to 
the  President  of  the  Qnited  States,  stigmatizing 
with  the  severest  animadversions  my  political 


conduct  and  that  of  the  party  with  which  1 
thought  and  acted.  Let  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  during  this  alarming 
and  everitfut  crisis  be  examined,  and  let  the  re- 
corded votes  of  that  body  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  I  was  inferior  in  prompti- 
tude, fidelity,  and  ardor,  for  the  Republican  caus^  ^ 
to  any  member  of  the  Republican  party.  Daring 
the  whole  of  this  period  I  Was  suffering  under  the 
most  painful  state  of  ill  health,  yet  such  Was  my 
anxiety  to  show  my  disiipprobation  of  the  ruin>- 
otts  tneasUres  pursued  bythe  then  dominant  and 
infatuated  party,  that  loccupled  my  seat  in  Con- 
gress, in  very  many  instances,  when,  if^I  had  at* 
tended  to  my  own  ease^and  hehlth;  I  should  hav6 
confined  myself  to  the  bed ;  and  I  challenge  the 
utmost  minute  and  accurate  investigator  to  point 
out  one  instance  where  any  measures  were  taken 
in  'Congress  calculated  to  interest  party  feeling, 
when  I  was  absent  from  my  post,  or  failed  to  at^ 
test  by  my  vote  the  sipcenty  of  my  devotion  to 
the  RepuDlican  cause.  Under  these  circumstan* 
cesy  I  had  flattered  my^lf  that  I  had  some  hum- 
ble pretensions  to  the  public  confidence,  when  I 
professed  my  early  and  continued  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  republicanism,  but  I  discover  that  I 
am  mistaken,  and  that  a  new  order  of  fortunate 
politicians  have  come  into  existence  in  the  pres- 
ent propitious  hours  of  republicanism,  and  have 
so  exclusively  engrossed  the  whole  of  this  pre- 
cious commodity,  that  they  will  not  permit  their 
elder  order  of  political  men,  to  whose  exertions 
it  is  todebted  for  its  very  exbrepce,  to  have  one 
particle  of  it.  If  this  new  created  order  of  patri- 
oCjs  will  banish  me,  and  all  who  think  with  me, 
on  this  occasion,  from  the  Republican  ranks^  they 
dannot  deprive  us  of.  this  consolation,  that,  in  the 
state  of  exile  and  demunciation.  they  place  us  in 
company  at  least  as  respectable  as.  that  from 
which  we  a^e  driven.  If  to  be  associated  in  the 
same  poHtical  class  with  the  late  President,  with 
the  majorities  of  Congress  dunoff  his  Adminis- 
tration, and  Irilh  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
rn  contradistinction  to  this  new  order  of  exclusive 
Republicans,  is  the  result  of  these  den iraciations, 
I  am' willing  %q  encounter  their  consequences. 

Mr.  President^if  I  and  those  of  the  Republican 
party  who  act  with  tne  on  the  present  occasion 
have  apostatized  from  our  former  pblitical  prin- 
ciples, I  can  say  with  truth,  so  far  as  the  charge 
respects  myself,  that  the  motive  by  which  I  am 
acniated  must  not  only  be  disinterested  but  very 
diff^i<ent  from  that  which  generally  operates  on 
the  human  mind.  In  the  most  gloomy  hour  of 
Republican  adversity,  during  the  severest  denun- 
ciations and  persecutions  which  it  experienced ; 
at  an  hour  when  oiir  political  hemisphere  was 
pregnant  with  a  tempest  which  threatened  de- 
struction to  all  its  votaries ;  when  I  represented 
the  only  Federal  district  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
ahd  my  constituents  were  constantly  sending 
on  loyal  addresses,  in  the  most  pointed  manner 
animadverting  on  the  party  with  whom  I  was 
associated;  under  all  these  aa verse  circumstanceiu 
I  was  not  inferior  to 'any  one  in  fidelity  and  zeal 
for  the  Republican  ca){M^-edfy"(ji L*"  ?«"?^^' 
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Republican  triamph,  when  to  be  associated  with 
that  party,  is, the  oest  passport  to  all  the  honors 
and  ofl&Qes  of  our  country,  when  I  am  elected  to 
m  seat  in  this  very  elevated  And  honorable  body 
by  the  vote  of  a  Republican  Legislature  of  one 
of  the  most  uniform  and  unanimously  Republi- 
can States  in  the  Union ;  in  such  a  crisis,  and  in 
such  a  state  of  things.  I  have  abandoned  the  Re- 
publican party !  If  the  charge  be  just,  I  can  only 
repeat,  that  I  must  be  actuated  by  motives  very 
dinerent  from  those  which  generally  operate  on 
the  human  bosom:  No  consideration  of  pecunia- 
ry aggrandizement  could  have  had  any  operation 
on  me  in  relation  to- the  subject  under  considera- 
tion ;  any.other  than  a  wish  to  advance  the  gen-' 
eral  happiness  of  society,  for  I  never  had  a  bank 
•hare  in  any  bank  whatever,  nor. have  I  ever  bad 
any  negotiation  with,  or  requested  ol*  obtained  a 
loan  of  one  penny  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  its  branches.  I  must  here  re- 
mark, if  this  abandonment  and  tergiversation  of 
political  principles  is  iustly  attributable  to  me,  I 
am  not  conscious  of  toe  motive  which  produced 
it.  Whether  I  shall  be  considered  faithful  to  Re- 
publican principles,  my.countMr  must  determine; 
and  to  this  tribunal  I  cheerfully  appeal.  But 
whether,  in  tbe  vote  X  am  about  to  give,  I  shall 
evince  uniformity  of  political  principles,  is  not  a 
Question  that  I  will  submit  as  a  matter  of  doubt 
for  the  decision  of  any  one.  It  is  a  matter  of 
fact,  susceptible  of  immediate  and  conclusive 
demonstration.  Tbe  first  time  I  was  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Represenutives,  a 
gentleman  who  was  a  competitor  with  me  for 
that  station,  published  a  len^by  address  to  the 
freeholders  of  the  district^  which  we  each  wished 
to  represent,  which  was,  in  some  measure,  a  pro- 
fession of  political  fkith,  and  seemed  to  call  on 
me  to  make  public  a  similar  exposition  of  my  po- 
litical sentiments.  The  question  concerning  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  was  then  a  topic 
more  generally  adverted  to,  than  it  has  been 
for  some  years  past;  it  was,  of  course,  dilaited 
on  in  the  address  of- my  competitor,  which 
imposed  an  obligation  on  me  to  express  my  sen- 
timents on  this  sul^ect,  in  the  ^answer  which 
I  published  to  this  address.  I  have  no  copy  of 
my  anstver  in  my  possession,  nor  have  I  seen 
It  for  several  years;  but  I  have  no  doubt  but 
some  copies  of  it  are  to  be  found,  and  'U  they  can 
be  found,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  therein  Waive  all 
considerations  respecting  the  original  constitu- 
tionality of  the  bank,  and,  after  tnaking  some  re- 
marks respecting  it,  which  I  do  not  now  recollect, 
conclude  with  observing,  that  however  inexpedi- 
ent at  first,  it  cannot  now  be  touched  without  im- 
pairing public  credit  and  shaking  our  Constitu- 
tion to  lU  base.  These,  t  think,  are  the  very 
words  used  in  my  answer.  Thus,  sir,  recorded 
evidence  may  be  produced,  that,  in  the  very  first 
actofi^my  political  life,  j[as  relates  to  the  General 
Government,)  on  the  nrst  promulgation  of  my 
political  sentiments,  when  I  was  a  very  young 
man,  I  avowed  the  sentiments  I  now  profess,  and 
in  conformity  with  which  I  now  act.  If  I  was 
a  Republican  at  the  time  I  publuhed  thisansweri 


if  the*sentiments  it  contained  consigned  me  in 
the  public  estimation  to  the  Republican  parly,  if 
I  acted  and  shall  act  rn  my  political  career  in 
conformity  to  these  sentiments,  I  have  soum  Ut- 
enl  suspicions  that  I  should  have  some  preten- 
sions to  the  character  of  a  Republican,  if  it  were 
not  discovered  that  a  new  order  of  patriou  hts 
lately  arisen,  which  has  exclusively  appropriated 
to  itself  every  Republican  attribute,  and  will  not 
permit  anv  of  its  oeniffn  influence  to  animate  the 
oosoms  or  those  who  have  preceded  them  in  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  though  it  is  exclosirelf 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  latter,  that  iu  ge- 
nial and  hallowed  flame  has  not  been  entirelf 
extinguished.  From  the  exposition  P have  ju^ 
made,  whatever  may  be  the  political  sect  with 
which  I  and  many  others  of  my  more  illastriow 
political  associates  are  arrayed,  I  hope  it  wiiltt 
least  be  admitted,  that  I  have  acted  with  coDsist- 
ency  and  in  conformity  with  my  earliest  prow- 
sioos.  I  am  conscious  of  possessing  hot  litue 
political  merit,  and  my  anxiety  to  havecreditfor 
what  little  I  do  nossess,  is  augmented  from  mr 
consciousness  of^  the  scantiness  of  the  g^D^* 
stock.'  When  we  possess  but  little,  that  Tittle  tf 
our  all,  and  its  value  is  proportionally  enhanced 
from  iJiis  consideration.  Consistency  of  politi- 
cal opinion,  and  steady  adherence  to  those  tenets 
with  which  I  had  commenced  my  political  met 
was  on6  of  those  bumble  recommendations  for 


public  confidence  to  which  I  flattered  «nv»ein 
could  make  some  just  pretensions;  nor  will  tw 
reyiew  I  have  just  taken  of  the  comm«icciDcni 
and  progress  of'.my  political  life,  diminish  id«* 
pretensions.  Whether  this  new  order  of  excl«- 
sive  Republicans,  who  have  made  their  •PP*J' 
ance  upon  the  theatre  of  public  life  more  recently 
than  it  was  my  fortune  to  do,  sball  succeedin ex- 
cluding from  the  Republican  ranks  the  wertit' 
identof  the  United  States  and  the  m^^^l  ^ 
Congress,  as  also  the  Secretary  of  the  TreiJOjT 
and  all  the  Republican  members  of  Congress  ww 
voted  for  the  bill  under  considration ;  I  ^h/r 
President,  v^hether  this  iselfeclcd  or  not,iD  either 
case  the  charge  of  apostacy  or  dereliction  otjo- 
litical  principles,  cannot  apply  to  me^  be^jf"*  * 
naw  act  in  strict  conformity  with  the  P'***^ 
of  political  faith  which  I  made  at  the  ^^J^^ 
mentof  my  poblic  life  (in  relation  to  theGomn- 
ment  of  the  United  States.)  With  wbaiertf 
political  sect  I  may  be  associated  in  conseqoM"^ 
of  the  aflirmative  vote  I  shall  give  tothebilDOW 
deliberated  on,  from  the  coosideratioijs  alrjj^ 
enumerated,  I  shall  at  least  stand  .<ib}K)lved  ini» 
all  impuutions  of.  inconsistency ,  ip»i*'**'W.  j 
apostacy.  My  candor  cannot  be  """P^^^L. 
cannot  be  accused  witb  advocating  now  a  « 
trine  I  once  reprobated,  nor  of  vibrating  lo  "^ 
political  opmions  with  a  vibrating statcof  tw»»r 
Nor  has  any  one  thTe  right  to  question  the  sm^^ 
iiy  of  the  solemn  declaration  I  now  m«»*t  * 
I  every  day  cherish  with  a  fonder  a^*^^**'?.' uj 
attachment  to  those  just  and  leading  pom^  j 
principles  to  whic^i  I  was  attached,  and  ^°}^,^ 
professed  at  the  commencement  of  my  P®"V^^ 
life,  beeause  every  passingly 's  experkneesti^ 
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more  firmly  to  eoiiVine«  me  o£  their  accuracy 
and  eaperlatiTe  excellence^  and  tbat  the  preser- 
TatioD  Qf  those  principles,  in  their  atmost  parity, 
is  hest  calculated  to  preserve  the  liberty  attd  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare  of  the  nation. 

Wednesdat,  February  20. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ; 
To  the  Smote  and  Houee  of 

.    Bipreeentativee  of  the  United  SttUee  .• 

I  Imj  before  Congress  a  return  of  the  qiilitia  of  the 
United  States^  as  received  by  the  Dep&rtmeiLt  of  War^ 
Aom  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

JAM^S  MADISON. 

TtmnvxnT  19,  1811. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  and  documents  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mc.  Cutts.  from  the  committee,  reported  th^ 
bill  making  further  provisions  for  the  disposal  of 
the  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the 
future  disposition  of  Congress,  and  for  other  pu^ 
poses,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  re4d 
the  third  time  as  amended. 

JResolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  ti- 
tle thereof  be  '^An  act  n&aking  further  provisions 
for  the  disposal  of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore 
reserved  for  the  future  dispositioa  of  Congress^ 
and  for  other  purposes.'^ 

IVIr.  Gbego,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  navy 
hospitals,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbadlby,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
4>f  Peter  Au4iain,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill;  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eioh- 
ard  Tervm,  William  Coleman,  j^dwin  Jjewis, 
Samuel  Mims.  Joseph  Wilson,  and-  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem  Me^ingohouse,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Terrritory ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  prdvidtng  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled,  "  Ai^  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made,  printed, 
and  distributed,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  postponed  to  the 
£rst  MondayMU  December  next. 

The  President  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  lycgislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  ap- 
proving nhe  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 
specting titles  of  nobility ;  which  Was  read,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Bute. 

,        BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Senate  resumed,  a^  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
mn  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  snb- 
-•cribersto  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
•on  the  a5th  day  of  February,  1791. 


Mr.  Crawford  said  he  regretted  ettremely, 
that  at  so  late  an  hour,  he  was  constrained  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  Indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, especially  as  the  subject  was  so  much  ex- 
hausted by  the  able  and  animated  disqussiona 
which  had  for  so  many  days  attracted  their  at- 
tention.   Before  I  enter  upon  the  few  remarks, 
which.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  iu  reply  to  the 
numerous  comments  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  discussion,  permit  me, 
sir,  to  ackiiowledge  the  liberality  and  indul- 
gence with  Which  those  observations. have  been 
generally  treated.    In  the  course  of  the  £ew  ob- 
servations to  which  I  intend  to  confine  myself,  it 
shall  be  my  endeavor  to  exercise  that  ii^dulgence 
towards  others  which  has  been  ^extended  to  me. 
The^  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  com- 
plfiins  of  the  committee,  because  thev  have  lis- 
tened to  the  representations  of  two  oelegations 
from  thecitv  of  Philadelphia  who  presented  me^ 
morials  to  th^  Senate,  who  referred  them  to  the 
committee }  and  because  the  committee  have,  in 
his  opinion,  giveQ  an  adventitious  importance  to 
their  representations,  bv  the' minuteness  and  by 
the  pomp  and  parade  with  which  they  have  been 
detailed  to  the  Senate.    It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  committee  did  not  seek  the  post  which 
has  been  assigned  them  by  the  Senate,  nor  did 
they  desert  it  after  it  was  assigned  to  them.    The 
object  of  referring  petitions  to  committees  is  to 
collect  that  information  which  the  Senate  ought 
Xo  have  before  it  acts,  and  which  in  it3  collective 
capacity  it  cannot  obtain.    It  has  always  been 
the  practice  of  committees  to  permit  the  {Peti- 
tioners to  be  present  at  their  meetingSj  10  make 
such  explanations,  and  to  give  such  information 
touching  the  subject  of  their  petitio^i,  as  they 
think  connected  with  it.    It  is  the  duty  of  com- 
mittees to  detail  to  the  Senate  the  information 
which  they  collect,  to.  enable  the  members  to 
take  a  full  view  of  the  subject  upon  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  act.    The  committee  in  the 
present  case  has  done  all  this,  and  it  has  done 
nothing  more.    Had  it  pursued  a  different  course 
it  would  have  justly  subjected  itself  to  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  Senate.    To  the  information 
collected  by  the  committee  from  these  delega- 
tions, and  laid  before  the  Senate,  mv  friend  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  has  opposed  a  statement 
of  facts,  and  his  opinion  founded  unon  those 
facts.    As  the  situation  and  talents  of  that  gen- 
tleman entitle  his  statements  and  opinions  to 
great  weight ;  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
vx>tes  of  several  members  will  ultimately  rest 
upon  the  weight  of  his  authority,  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  will  pardon 
me  if  I  should  examine  his  observations  rather 
according'to  the  rules  of  evidence,  than  those  of 
logic.    In  making  this  declaration  I  wish  to  be 
explicitly  understood,  ^s  excludin^^  every  idea  of 
charging  that  gentleman  with  having  made  state- 
ments wh^ch  he  did  not  believe,  or  with  having 
givei^  opinions  he  did  not  entertain.    I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  he  sincerely  beU^ves  in  the  cor- 
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reetness  of  his  statepents,  aod  in  the  accuracy 
of  bis  opinions ;  bat  if,  in  the  course  of  my  ob- 
servations, I  shall  prove  incontestably  that  he  is 
mistaken  in  some  of  his  statements  and  opinions, 
it  will  leach  the  Sienate  the  necessity  of  weigh- 
ing the  remainder  of  them  with^  great  circum- 
spection. If  I  shall  be  lEible  to  show  that  he  is 
mistaken  in  a  case,  the  evidence  of  which  is 
matter  of  record,  that  circumsta^ice  alone  will 
induce  the  Senate  to  reject  all  idea  of  receiving 
his  statements  and  opinions  with  implicit  confi- 
dence. But,  sir,  before  I  proceed  further  in  my 
observations,  permit  me  to  notice  an  expression 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
on  my  risht,  (-Mr.  Wbitesiob.)  I  understood 
that  gentleman  to  say,  ths^t  those  Republicans 
wh^  thought  the  law  incorporating  the  oank  was 
Constitutional,  had  been  guilty  of  apostacy*  I 
hope  I  misunderstood  the  gentleman;  if  I  am 
mistaken  it  will  afford  n^e  great  pleasure  to  be 
corrected,  because  the  declaration  made  a  vety 
strong  impression  upOn  my  mind,  and  excited  the 
most  unpleasant  sensations.  [Mr.  W.  explained. 
He  said  an  impressioii  had  been  niade  upon  his 
mind  that  the  bank  charterwas  unconstitutional, 
but  that  he  had  never  Examined  the  subject  mi- 
nutely until  it  had  became  his  duty  to  do  it. 
That  that  examination  had.  convince'd  him  that 
it  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  those  Republi- 
cans who  novv  supported  the  renewal  must  have 
•posutized.]  Tben,  sir,  I  say  that  this  is  lan- 
guage which  na gentleman  ought  to  use.  towards 
anv  member  of  this  honorable  body ;  and,  $ir»  it 
is  language  which  no  gentleman  shall  without 
the  walls  of  the  Senate  Ui<e  to  me  with  impu- 
nity. [Mr.  W.  explained  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  say  that  gentlemen  had  apostatized,  but  that 
he  baa  only  said  in  his  opinion  they  had  aposta- 
tized.] I  wish  the  gentleman  had  heed  able  to 
make  a  satisfactory  explanatfon  of  his  unwar- 
rantable declaration.  What  righ(  has  he  to  mia^e 
his  opinion  of  the  Constitution  the  test  of  other 
men's  ^republicanism  ?  By  what  authority  does 
be  erect  bis  opinion  as  the  standard  of  republican 
orthodoxy?  as  the  standard  by  which  the  re- 
publicanism of  other  gentlemen  is  to  be  tried? 
The  gentleman  has  mistaken  his  standard  in  the 
Repuolican  party.  I  disclaini  all  authority  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  and  more  especially  the  author- 
ity of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  has  declared,  that  the  adt  incorpora- 
ting the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  its* 
origin  a  party  question.  [Mr.  Smith  explained : 
He  did  not  say  it  was  a  party  question,  but  that 
it  had  fi:iven  rise  to  party.]  If  I  have  misuken 
what  tell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  I  am  not  in  what  fell  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  on  my  right,  (Mr.  White- 
8I0E.)  Sir,  the  assertion  is  not  only  without 
proof,  but  it  is  contradicted  by  matter  of  record. 
A  reference  to  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  bill  in 
both  Houses  of  Conjs^ress  will  prove  that  many 
of  our  most  distinguished  ^epuolicaos  voted  for 
our  bill,  and  some  of  the  most  respectable  Fed- 
eral members  voted  against  it.    In  the  pbserva- 


tions  which  I  made  when  I  haA  the.  honor  of  ajf* 
dressing  the  Senate  at  the  opening  of  this  dis- 
cussion, I  attempted  to  show  that  the  idea  of 
party,  as  now  known,  did  not  then  exi«yt  in  the 
United  States.  That  the  parties  then  knowa 
were  those  who  were  the  friends  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  thpse  who  were  opposed  to  it. 
Nothing  which  I  have  heard  advanced  upoa  this 
subject  in  reply  to  my  observations  has  made  the 
slightest  impression  UFK>n  my- mind  against  the 
correctness  of,  the  opinion  which  I  then  ad- 
yanced.  I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Marr- 
land  to  say,  that  the  Congress  which  passedtie 
bill  to  incorporate  the  banic  was  capriciously  ap- 
portioned, and  consisted  of  sixty-five  memoers^ 
and  that  of  that  number  only  thirty-nine  voted 
for  it.  That  if  the  members  had  been  appor- 
tioned as  the  Constitution  directs;  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  population,  in  his  opinion  the  bill  never 
would  have  been  passed.  Sir,  let  us  examiDe 
the  correctness  of  this  opinion!  Every  memher 
present  but  one^  from  the  States  of  New  tlamp- 
shire,  Ma<tsachusetts,  Rhode  Island.  Connecticiitr 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Dei- 
alivare,  voted  for  the  bill,  together  with  twofroia 
the  State  of  Maryland,  two  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  one  from  the  State  of  Sooth 
Carolina.  The  eight  States  who  voted  ODtoi- 
mously  for  the  bank,  one  only  excepted,  apoa 
the  apportionment  under  the  first  enumeratioB,^ 
giye  a  net  gain  of  twentj  members,  while  the 
other  few  States,  most  or  ^honi  voted  »gh\ttt 
the  bank,  r give  a  net  gain  of  sixteen  members. 
Thus,  sir,  if  we  may  judge  of  t^e  conduct  of 
members  in  a  geographical  point  of  view^  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  friends  of  the  bank 
would  have  been  considerably  increased  by  a 
correct  apportionment.  The  vote  in  the  Hob« 
of  Representatives  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  was  thirty-nine  to  twenty.  In  the  Senate 
the  yeas  and  nays  Were  taken  on  tvi^o  questions 
during  its  pendency  there.  U  pony  the  first  the 
yeas  were  sixteen,  the  navs  six.  Upon  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  which  re- 
strains the.right  of  Congress  to  create  any  other 
bank  during  the  existence  of  th^t  aboift  to  be 
created,  the  ^^eas  were  five,  and  the  nays  eight- 
een. The  opinion  then  is  wholly  incorrect,  and 
yet  the  evidence  upon  which  this  opinion  ought 
to  have- been  formed  was  matter  of  record.  Sir, 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  hasiaid  that  this 
bank  has  been  mischievous  in  its  conseqaeoces, 
and  that  wherever  it  has  established  a  branch U 
has  iipmedia^ly  produced  a  necessity  for  cr^ 
ting  other  banks.  I  would  ask  what  has^  created 
the  necessity  of  creating  banks  in  New'  H^^P* 
shire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut^cW 
Jersey,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  and  the  W^s^' 
em  States?  This  bank  has  never  established  a 
branch  bank^in  any  one  of  these  States,  ano'y" 
they  have,  without,  I  believe^  a  single  cxceptlOD^ 
established  banks;  while  the  $tate  of  ^^9^^^ 
where  a  branch  bank  has  been  long  establish^J 
has  not  until  within  a  few  months  past  estab- 
lished a  single  bank.  What  cause  is  Jt  that  la^ 
infiuenced  the  Legislatures  of  Maryland^  ?P^' 
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fylrania,  and  sere'rel  other  States,  to  create  so 
maoy  banks  whbin  a  few  months  past?  Is  it 
owinff  to  the  miselueTous  effects  of  the  Batik  of 
the  United  Btates?  Siir,  the  facts  I  have  stated 
show  eonclQsirel]r  that  the  cause  assigned  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Mar^^hind  'cannot  be  the 
one  which  has  produced  thi^  multiplication  of 
banks.  Some  other  cause  must  be  sought  for,^ 
/and  in  my  opinion  a  morb  rational  one  is  ready 
a;t  hand.  The  effects  of  the  bank  ^nd  of  its 
branches  wherever  established,  upon  the  proi&per- 
hy  of  the  people,  and  of  the  commerce  of  the 
place,  remored  the  long^rooted  pbjections  #hich 
existed  against  banks,  and  hence  their  great  in- 
crease In  all  the  States. 

f  The  gentleman  from  Marylaud  has  stated  sev- 
eral cases  in  ^hioh.  the  State  banks,  and  the 
banks  of  this  Teigritory  have  accommodated  the 
<}oTtrnmept,  where  the  United  States  bad  re- 
fase<|.  TheNrases  stated  prove  nothing,  and  ought 
to  have  no  influence  with  this  Qovernmenuin 
establishinjr  a  permanent  system  of  revenue.  If 
the  State  and  Territorial  banks  have  upOn  sev- 
eral o<5casfon8  received  the  biil^  of  other  State 
banks  to  accommodate  the  Government,  it^was 
because  it  suited  their  eonvenience  at  the  time.r 
It  was  a'mere  temporary  transaction,  and  forms 
an  exception  to  the  federal  rule.  The  charter  of 
no  bank  ia  the  United  States  conipels  them  to 
take  the  paper  of  other  banks,  and  whether  they 
do  receive  then)  or  not  will  depend  upon  contin- 
gent circumstlinces,  or'  n^n  whim-  and  caprice. 
No  reliance,  therefbre,  ought  to  be  placed  upon 
the  daration  of  any  regulation'  which  is  not  en- 
forced by  their  charters.  The  gentleman  froin 
Marylaiitl  thinks  that  the  United  States  will 
have  the  same  influence  over  the  Ststte  banks 
ibat  It  has  had,  and  will  havebver  that  of  the 
Umitetf  States*  If  he  is  correot  as  to  the  exteiit 
df  that  influence,  his  conclusion  may  becorxectly 
drawn.  But,  «ir,  is  it  true  that  the  National 
Qovernment  has  no  oiher' influence  over  this 
bank  than  that  which  can  be  produced  by  with- 
drawing of  lis.  deposited?  If  it  is  so,  then  it 
naust  be' admitted  that  (he  United  States  will 
hare  the  same  influence  over  the  Slate  tianks 
thajt  they  will  have  over  one  of  their  own  crea- 
tion, bcNMiuse  tbev  can  as  easily  withdraw  their 
^epositea.ifom  the  one  as  the  other.  But,  sir, 
the  United  States  hav6  an  influence  over  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  is  wholly  in- 
^peodeot  of,  and  unconnected  with,  the  right  of 
.Withdrawing  their  deposites  from  its  vaults.  The 
bank  is  dependent  on  them  for  its  existence.  By 
renewing  the  charter  for  ^short  periods  of  time 
yon  create  a  state  of  de^endeticy  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  will  at  all  times  xnake  the  bank 
completely  subservient  to  all  the  legitimate  ob- 
jecu  for  which  it  was  created.  How,  sir,  is  it 
vith  the  State  banks?  Upon  whom  are  they 
dependent  for  legal  existence  and  for  length  of 
wjtl  Upon  the  Sute  governinents.  Suppose 
the  aathority  froa  which  they  derive  their  ex- 
iatenee  should  place  itself  In  opposition  to  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States ;  and  suppose 
that  this  tute  of  hostility  thoaM'  happen  a  year 


or  two  before  the^  time  at  which  their  charters 
were  toexpire,  and  the  State  Legislature  should 
direct  them  to  hold  the'depot ite  of  public  mqneya 
against  the  demand  of  the  National  Government, 
what  course  would  they  pursue  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? Sir^'tbe  case  which  I  have  stated 
is  not  a  mere  posadble  case^  The  history  of  sev-- 
eralof  the  large  in flneqtial  States  proves  that 
this  state  of  hostility,  which  I  have  supposed,  fa 
not  an  imaginary  one.  Make  yourselves  de- 
pendent  upon  the  State  banks  far  the  epllectioa 
and  transmission  of  yojuf  revenue,  and  that  op- 
position, which  has  out  seldom  happened,  will 
beeome  more  fVe^'uent.  Their  disposition  to 
control/the  operations  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment will  increase  with'e^P^jry  increase  of  the 
means  of  annoyance,  whi<5n  the'  folly  and  im- 

Erovidence  of  Congress  may  throw  into  their 
ands.  For  whose  bene^r,  sir,,  is'  the  Governr 
ment  to  strip  itself  of  thb  right,  so  essential  for 
the  dne  adpainistratiou  of.  its  finances  ?  Is  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  great  mass  of  the  American 
people?  No;  not  one  in  an  hundred  of  them 
have  any  interest  in  the  State  banks.  Tney  fed 
no  interest  in  the  question ;  their  true  interest  ia 
more  effectually  subserved  by  the  operations  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  than  it  can  possi* 
bly,be  by  the  State  banks.^  ThisT  bank  afforda 
them  a  portable  currency  wh'ich  is  of  equal  value 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  while  the 
credit  and  currency  of  the  State  banks  is.  local. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smit^)  say&that  tbeBank.^the 
United  States  does  ndt  facilitate  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  If  I  utderstood  the  gentleman  from' 
Massachusetta  (Mr.  Lloyd)  and  the  gentleman 
froni  Maryland  correctly,  human  imagination 
cattnot  devise  a  system  so  peculiarly  calculated 
to  insure  the -speedy  collection  of  your  revenue^ 
as  that  which  is  furnished  by  banks.  Sir^  I  know 
nothing  oi  the  details  Qf  .the  banking  systedi — I 
never  was  inside  of  a  bank  except  two  or  three 
times  in  the  brahch.bank  which  haa  been  estab* 
lished  in  thisf  city ;  but  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  MassachQsetts  to  say,  that  when  a 
revenue  bond  even  of  fifty  dollars  was  deposited 
in  the  bank  for  collection,  if  it  was  not  discharged 
when  due,  that  the  obligor  was  refused  all  further 
accommodation  in  that  bank,  and*  that  if  his  ac- 
commodations amounted  to  $100,000,  lie  was 
called  upon  to  discbarge  his  notes  as  they  be- 
came due,  the  right  to  renew  them  being  forfeited 
by  ihiaac^  ot  default.  I  understood  the^  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  say,  that  whenever  any 
person  was  known  to  be  in  default  at  any  bank, 
that  all  the  banks  of  the  place  immediately  re- 
fused'him  eredit.  and  demanded  the  payment  of 
his  notes  as  they  became  due,  by  ercluuing  him 
from  the  right  of  renewing  them.  [Both  gentle* 
men  assented  to^heieorrectness  of  the  statement.] 
I  have  then  understood  both  gentlemen  correctly. 
This  simple  statement  proves,  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt,  that  the  bank  is  the  most  power- 
ful engine  ih  the  collection  of  your  revenue, 
which  human  iiig^nuity  can  devise.  Credit  ia 
the  true  basis  of^cooiiberce.  ,Byplacinu|f  your 
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revenue  boi^ds  in  the  bank,  the  want  of  punctu- 
ality in  a  single  case  towards  the  Qovernineut 
shuts  the  door  of  ever^  bank  to  which  the  de- 
faulter had  before  had  access,  and  also  of  every 
other  bank  of  the  city  in  which  his  commercial 
transactions  have  been  carried  on.  And  yet  we 
are  seriously  told  that  the  operations  of  the  bank 
have  no  induence  upon  the  prompt  and  secure 
collection  of  the  national  revenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that 
the  prompt  and  secure  collection  of  our  revenue 
IS  principally  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  bank. 
Sut,  sir,  the  bank  has  another  direct  influence 
upon  the  collection  of  your  revenue.    By  the 
Tules  established-  in  the  bank  at  Philadelphia, 
every  person  whose  bond  to  the  Government  is 
deposited  there,  has  a  right,  uppn  getting  an  addi- 
tional endorser,  to  claim  a  discount  for  half  of  the 
amount  of  his  bond,  and  th.e  part  so  di^co^nted 
is  immediately  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  bank  takes  upon  itself  the  risk  of 
the  ultimate  collection.    In  «his  way,  sir,  one- 
half  of  the  bond  is  collected  at  the  sola  risk  of 
the  bank^  without  any  possibilitjr  of  loss  on  the 
part  of  Government.    And  yet»  sir,  it  is  contend- 
ed that  the  bank  has  nothing  to  do  wiih  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue.    The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  says  that  the  scarcity  of  money, 
and  the  alarm  and  dismay  which  the  delegation 
of  mechaoics  had  represented  as  existing  in  Phil- 
adelphia, could  not  be  the  effect  of  the  contrac- 
tion of  discounts  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  because  that  )>ank,  as  well  as  the  State 
hanks;  are  ^oing  on  with  their  ordinary  dis- 
counts.   This  is  true,  but  the  gentleman  from 
'  Maryland  has  forgotten  that  this  delegation  stated 
that  the  bank,  upon  the  rejection  of  their  memo- 
rial by  the  House  of-  Representatives,  had  oon^ 
tracted  their  discounts,  a,nd  that  a  correspondent 
contraction  had  taken  place  in  the  discounts  of 
the  State  banks  which  bad  produced  the  pressure; 
and  that  that  pressure  had  spread  alarm  and  dis- 
may through  the  city.    That  before  they  left  the 
city,  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  come  to  an  understai^ding  with  the 
directors  of  the  State  banks,  all  of  whom  had 
determined  to  resume  and  continue  their  ordinary 
discounts  until  the  last  houi'.    Notwithstanding 
the  banks  had  resumed  their  ordinary  discounts, 
the  panic  which  had  been  produced  did  notecase, 
and  the  scarcity  of  money^  and  the. distrust  which 
had  taken  place,  still- continued  to  exist  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  ffentleman  from  Maryland  adniits  ex- 
pressly that  the  transmission  of  your  public  mo- 
ney for  the  payment  of  the  Army  and  Navy  must 
bc' effected  throug^h  the  agency  of  banks,  bqt  con- 
tends that  that  object  can  be  effected  as  well  by 
the  State  banks  as  by  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
My  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Pope)  said,  that 
the  great  characteristic  difference  between  the 
present  Government  and  that  which  existed  un- 
der the  old  articles  of  confederation,  is.  that  the 
present  Government  has  within  itself  tne  means 
of  executing  its  own  measures,  without  relying 
opon  the  State  governments;  whereas  the  old 


Conj^ress  had  to  rely  upon  the  States  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  measures  which  it  had  previooslf 
devised  and  adopted. 

This  opinion  is  substantially  correct;  for  the 
Constitutional  dependence  of  the  present  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States  upon  those  of  the  States 
is  confined  to  its  organization,  and  not  to  the 
execution  of  its  Constitutional  powers  after  it  is 
organized.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mt. 
Wblteside)  has  said,  that  we  argue  this  questioi 
as  though  Uoogress  was  wholly  independent  of 
the  St^te  govern mentip  When,  sir,  I  had  the 
hoiM)r  of  submining  my  reasons  to  the  Senate 
upon  a  former  day,  I  expressly  stated  the  casei 
in  which  the  National  Government  Was  depend- 
ent upon  those  of  the  States^  and  proved,  by  re 
ferring  to  the  Constitution  itself,  that  ia  erery 
ciatfe  of  that  kind  the  Const|tutiQn  imposed  apoa 
the  State  the  highest  obligation  to  performihe 
acts,  .for  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  was  dependent  upon  them.  The  Consti- 
tution having  defined  the  cases  in  which  this 
Government  shall  be  dependent  upon  the  State 
government,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  to  be 
unwise  and  improvident  to  increase  that  depend- 
ence by  legislative  acts,  when  we  were  unable 
to  impose  any  obligation  on  the  States  to  perforn 
the  act.  The  satne  gentleman  has  said  that  the 
oblection  to  employ  the  State  banks,  fras  the  re- 
sult of  a  distrust  in  the  State  goveruments  rather 
than  in  the  State  banks;  and  that  thisdistrost 
was  >  unreasonable,  because  the  State  gorera- 
ments  were  composed  of  the  same  description  of 
men  who  composed  the  National  Goveroffleat 
If  this  be  called  argument,  and  is  entitled  to  anjr 
weight,  it  is  a  two-edged  swor^,  which  cats  both 
ways..  It  equally  {proves  the  unreasonableness  of 
the  distrust  which  is  felt  against  the  Gk>vernmelt 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  exercise 
of  the  right  to  incprporate  a  bank.  But,  sir,  to 
all  this  the  most  satisfactory  answer  is,  that  I 
will  trust  no  man  to  do  for  me  what  I  can  dose 
much  better  for  myself.  Why  trust  any  in»* 
when  there  is  no.  necessity  or  reason  for  tnistiag 
him?       .  .  .  ^     , 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  speakiag« 
the  means  which  have  been  resorted  to,  to  pro* 
cure  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  says  that  we  hare 
not  procured  memorials  to  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress prayihg  that .  the  charter  might  not  be  r^^ 
newed — we  have  not  procured  pamphlets  to  fcj 
written,  published,  and  laid  upon  the  tablesoi 
member?,  proving  the  unconstitutionality  ^^ 
inutility  of  the  bapk^we  have  not  impa'^ed  upoa 
the  credulity  of  honest  mechanics  and  maaaiao- 
turers,  and  by  that  means  procured  delegaiiop* 
to  be  sent  to  pray  for  the  rejection  of  ^^e  ban* 
nvemorial.  Sumy,  sir,  the  gentleman  d^o.  not 
by  these  declarations  mean  to  insinuate  tbataaf 
one  of  those  gentlemen  who  support  the  bill  u|)oa 
your  table,  have  had  any  agency  in  P'^^J"*? 
any  application  to  he  made  in  favor  of  ^^^ Jp*?* 
Iltnow  that  gentleman's  respect  fpr  himself;  «J* 
respect  for  the  Senate;  his  respect  for  the  m^' 
vidual  members  of  this  body,  as  well  w  hw  ^ 
spect  for  the  genial  rules  of , propriety,  exciiw« 
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tiie  potsibility  of  hw  maktog  sach  an  insiDoatioo. 

ilir.  Shi^b-  explained,  by  saviog,  I  exclode  er^ry 
dem  of  such  an  innoaatioD.]  .  Sir,  I  wilUell  the 
iionorable  senUemaa  from 'MarylaDd,  wbal  has 
beeii  done  by  thoee  who  ate  oppo8e4  tQ  the  re- 
newnt  of  tbe  charter.  I  do  not  mean  the  m^m- 
bettt  of  tbe  Senate  who  are  opposed  to  it,  but 
tbose  ^bo  bare  attempted  to  inflame  public  opin- 
ioa  upon  thi^  question.  Letters,  sir,  hare  been 
written  from  this  place  to  induce  tbe  State  Legie- 
latvres  to  instruct  their  members  to  oppose  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  tbe  bAnk.  I  will  ask  tbe 
honorable  gentkman  from  Maryland  .whether  be 
does  not  know  that  letters  have  been  written  fot 
that  purpose  ? 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Marvlaod  h^  said^ ajtd  I 
am  extremely  sorry  that.he  aas,  that  the  Batik  af 
tbe  United  States  had  their  ageots  in  this  city 
lor  two  sessions,  intriguing  with  members  of 
Congress  to  obiam  a  renewia  of  their  charter.  I 
can  assure  that  ffenlleman  that  I  bare  had  as 
little  CO  do  with  tbe.agenu  of  the  bank  as  he  has 
bad.  If,  sir,  I  wa»  disposed  to  retort  upon  those 
who  Hre  oppoeed  to  the  renewal  of  tbe  chaMer/I 
would  ask,  if  they  bare  not  seen  .published  in 
tbe  deHaocratie  papers  of  Penosylrania,  Mary- 
land, and  Yirgioia,  extracts  of  letters  said  to  be 
wrilted  in  the  City  of  Washington,  ebarfing  the 
members  of  Congress  wbo  are  in  favor  of  i(  with 
being  bribed  and  eorrupted,  and  with  being  dis- 
posed to  sell  tbe  sovereignty  of  tbe  nation  to 
British  capitalists  ? .  Have  they  not  seen,  in  the 
aame  papers,  oonverstftions  detailed  with  great 
minntcness,  which  it  is  pretended  bnve  pa^d 
between  members  of  Congress,  calculated  to  ex- 
cite Mblic  odinm  and  indignation  against  tbe 
fri^Bia  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration  I  Sir, 
I  will  not  for  a  moment;  indulge  an  idea  that 
tbese  leuers  bare  beeoi  written  or  these  conver- 
satioito  detailed  by  any  member  of  this  body. 
Tbe  idea  that  such  has  been  tbe  fact  is  too 
booailiatingftoo  degrading,  nott>nLy  to  this  hon- 
orable body,  but  to  human  nature  itself;  to  be 
eotertained  but  for  one  moment  And  yet.  sir, 
tbe  aotbor  of  a  charge,  as  base  as  it  is  false^ 
against  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Pofe)  has,  day  after  day,  occupied  a  seat  in  a 
gallery  of  the  Senate,  to  which  no  person  has  a 
Tight  of  access,  but  by  an  introduction  of  one  of 
tbe  meflDbers  of  this  body.  Sir,  tbe  highway 
robber,  when  comparcfd  with  the  infamous  fabri- 
cator of  this  base  attempt  to  assassinate  the  repu- 
tation of  this  honorable  meinber,  becomes  a  vir* 
tuoiis  and  estimable  character.  Such,  sir;  has 
beea  tbe  warfare  >rbich  has  been  wa^ed  against 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Denunciations  and 
chargeai  of  political  aposuoy,are  the  measures  by 
which  we  nave  been  assailed  from  without  and 
from  within.  Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  bank 
VMstioit  was  no  party  question  in  its  origin — 
that  it  was  a  question  upon  which  an  honest  dif<* 
^Kcaee  of  opinion  a|way&  has  existed,  and  does 
now  exists  And,  shall  1  be  charged  witb  desert- 
ing the  standard  of  the  peoplcj  while  I  am  tread- 
ing in  the  fodtoteps  of  the  great  Father  of  bis 
Conatry?     SbaU  I  tremUe  at  tbe  charge  of 


apoctacy  which  has  been  denoanced  against  me 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Wnrtfi- 
siOe)  while  I  am  pursuing  the  course  which  has 
been  approved  by  a  Gerry,  a  Langdon,  and  a 
Washington ;  men  whom  the  wi^  and  virtuous 
have  delighted  to  honor?  No!  while  treading 
in  the  footsteps  of  these  well-tried  patriots  and 
ei^lightened  statesmen,  I  will  adjrance,  with  a 
firm,  undeviating  step,  unappailed  by  the  howl- 
ing of  parly  rage,  more  terrific  than  tbe  yell  of 
the  aboriginal  savage. 

The  flentlemen  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith) 
has-saiathat  he  has  understood  that  a  proposition 
was  made  in  the  Federal  Conventipn  to  vest  Con- 
gress wi<h  power  to  create  corporations  generally 
and  witbout  limitatipn.  Had  I  been  a  member 
of  that  Convention,  I  should  most  certainly  have 
voted  against  (he  proposition,  beoaQso  it  would 
have  been  unreasonable.  Why  should  such  a 
powec'have  been  delegated?  Not  certainly  as 
necessary  to  execute  the  delegated  powers,  be* 
cause  they  are  very  limited — a  general  power  to 
create  corporations  would  have  enabled  Congress 
to  have  created  themod  libitum,  where  tb^re  was 
no  possible  relation  between  them  and  any  one 
of  tbe  delated  t>oWer8.  Tbe  vote  upon  the  bill 
incorporating  the  bank  {Proves  that  if  such  a  pro- 
pcteition  bad  been  submitted,  it  must  have  been 
rejected,  under  a  conric^ioa  that  the  power  to 
create  corporations  is  incident  to  such  of  thie  gen- 
era(  powere  as  might  require  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration completely  to  execute  them,  and  fairly 
vested  by. the  Cbnstitiition  in  Congress;  because 
ten  of  tbe  members  of  thaf.Cpaventioa  were  in 
Congress,  and  voted  for  that  bill— because  Qen- 
l^ral  WAsaiifOTOK  signed  that  bill,  because  the 
only  member  of  that  Convention  now  in  Congress 
voted  lor  the  bill,  and  is  now  in  favor^  renew-/ 
iog  the  charter ;  and  because  there  were  but  eight 
members  of  that  Convention  in  Congress  who 
voted  agaioir  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  objections  which  have  been  offered  to  tbe 
consjlruetion  which  I  have  given  to  sev^al  clauses. 
of  the  Constitution.  In  the  observations  which 
I  made  upon  this  part  of  t^o  question  when  I 
was  tip  before,  I  enqeavored  to  prove  that  every 
construction  that  had  been  given  to  this  insuu- 
ment,  upon  tbe  idea  of  its  being  perfect,  was  likely 
to  be  erroneous.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
fMr.  QiLu)  and  theffentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  WBiTBSiofi)  still  view  it  as  the  model  of 
perfection*  They  are  certainly  at  liberty  still  to 
entertain  that  opinion.  Everyman  has  a  right 
to  erect  his  idol  in  thi»Iand  of  liberty,  and , to  fall 
down  and  worship  it,  according  to  thie  dictates  of 
his  own  conscience.  I  endeavored  also  to  prove, 
that  if  we  applied  tbe  same  rub  of  construction 
to  that  cl'ause  of  tbe  Constitution  from  which  we 
endeavor  to:derive  the  right  to  create  a  bank, 
which  has  been  applied  to  that  from  which  the 
power  to^erect  a  Ilff ht-hoose  has  been  derived,  the 
Constitutional  difficulty  at  once  disappears.  Until 
my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  and  my 
friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Anobsson)  had 
otherwise  declared,  I  bad  always  uitderstood  tbe 
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right  \xy  erect  ]^fb^h0ase8  bad  been  eacefetettd  m 
incidental  to  tl^  power  to  regukite  eommerce. 
It  seems,  hcfweref,  that  I  am  mistaken,  ai^d  that 
this  right  is  ineidenta)  to  that  cladse  wnich  fi^f^ 
Cong^ress  the  ri^ht  to  exercise  excknive  legiski- 
don  in  -certain  places^  The  clause  reads  in  the 
following  l7ords :         . 

**  To  ererdse  excInsiTe  legislation  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
square)  as  maj,  by  cession  of  particular  8tates,  and 
the  acceptance  of  Congi^ess,  become  the  seat  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like 
aothoriQr  of er  all  plaoospvtdiassd < by  the  consentof 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  thejMi^esfaail  be, 
|br  the  erection  of  forts»  magaai^ies,  arsenala^  dock- 
yards>  and  other  needful  buildvigs,''  ioc, 

ffow:  says  my  friend  from  Tenn]?ssee,  tdts 
elaase  gives  the  right  ^o  erect  dockyards;  and  as 
dockyards  must,  m  on  the  seaeoast.  therefore, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  erect-  light-houses,  be- 
eanse  they  roust  also  be  on^  the  seacoast.  This 
■rgaaaeBC  is  extremely  logical,  nay,  syilogisttcal, 
in  form,  but  it  is  extremely  i Jloffical  in  sobstaoee. 
Tfae  cpaclnsion  drawn  from  tie  premises,  is  as 
neeessary^  as  though.  I  were  to  say,  that  -because 
two  and  two  makes  (bur,-  therefore  fire  and  £ve 
makes  twelre.  The  coocLosion  in  the  latter  case 
is  as  necessary  as  in  the  former.  But  ihy  hon- 
orable friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  GkiBsj)  derives 
it'  from  tha  anthorit^r  fiifen  in  this  clause^  to 
erect  other  needAil  buildings.  <  But  the  questioii 
recurs,  needful  fbr  what?  Why  certain Ir. for 
the  purpose  before  sptoiiled.  What  are  they? 
Forts,  magazines,  jtrsenals,  and  dockyards.  If  this 
eiausQ  gives  any  authority  to  erect  forts,  maga* 
xines,  araenals,  and  dockyards,  thei  biher  neemil 
buildings  spoken  of  must  be  needful  for  these  spe- 

«  cified  )>urpoae8.  I  should  snppose  that  no  man, 
who  spendS'OnlJr  a  few  days  in  this  city,  can  be 
at  a  loss  to  determiaewhat  is  comprehended 
under  the  term  ^  other  needful  buiyings.'^  Let 
htm  go  to  the  dockyard^  nicknamed  a  navy  yard 
in  this  city,  and  he  will  there- find  a  little  town  of 
^.other  needful  burldilits"  in  ifa^  words  of  the 

'Constitution.  Bat,  sir,  I  deny  that  this  clauseof 
the  Conetitution  expressljr  gives  any  right,  but. 
that  of  exercising  ej^lusive  legislation  in  the 
places  to.  be  accepted  or  purchased  for  the  pur« 
|lose  therein  specified.  The  rijfht  to  •erect  forts, 
magazines,  and  arsenals,  is  iairly  incidental  to 
the  right  of  declaring,  war,  and  of  raising  armies) 
atid  theriffht  to  erect  dockyards  is  fairly  inci- 
dental to  thjB  riffht  of  providing  and  maintaining 
a  naVy.  But  if  for  the  sake  of  argument  I  should 
admit  that  the  right  to  erect  ibrts,  ^.  is  given  in 
this  clause,  how  can  it  be  proved  that  the  right 
to  erett  a  light-Oiouse  is  also  given  ?  Forts,  mag- 
azines, arsenals,  and  dockyards,  are  enumerati^, , 
a|»d  as  the  Constiruiiqp  says  that  all  power*  not 
expressly  given  are  retained,  if  the  riffht  to-erect 
ibrts,  magazines  dec.  is  given  in  this  clause^  most 
clearly  the  right  to  ereci  light-houses  is  reuined 
by  the  States,  because  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
enumeration  contained  in  the  clause.  When  I 
bad  the  honor  of  addressing  the  Senate  before,  I 
futstioiiad  thaauOiority  of  the  StMe  governments 


to  Cfieate  banks,  I  then  stated,'  and  I  again  ex- 
plicitly state,  that  it* is  with^^rocunoe  thacl  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the  Coa- 
stittltiottal  right  of  the-Stategovernttients  to  it- 
corporate  bank^.    The  Stacle  Legislatares  oo|[kt 
to  have  reeallected  the  Sfwaiah  proverb,  wlnek 
says,  that  Those  who  live  in  glass  booses  ought 
not  to  throw  stcmes.    Before  the^  ood^ook  to 
qi^estioo  the  Constitutiond  authority  of  CoBgmit 
they  oiight  to  have  thoroii^ly  examined  the 
foundation  upon  which  thmr  own  right. reitei 
The  honorable  gentleman  froin  Virgfioia  (Mr. 
GiLBo)  soys  that  the  construction  Which  I  bavs 
given  to  that  part  of  the  Cooidtutton  which  pro- 
hibits the  States  from  emitting^  bills  of  credit, 
wooid  apply  equally  to  ilromissory  notes  givei 
byone  individual  to  another  under  the  laws  oft 
State,  as  to  a  bank  bill.    Permit  me  to  inquire  of 
that  g[entleman  whether  he  ever  saw  a-kwia* 
tborizingone  ma^  to  give  another  his  promisforf 
note  ?    He  miy  aearch  the  pabdeota  of  JustioiM ; 
he  may  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  musty  vofonei 
written  upon  the  common  law,  from  the  daft  sf 
Bracton  and  Fl^a  down  to  the  prMent  day,aBd 
his  search  will  be  in  vain.    For  the  right  tomslR 
contracts,  the  right  to  give  promissory  note^  ii 
antecedent  to,  and  independent  of  oil  mooieipil 
law.    The  getf  tleman  will  find  laws  and  diM^oM 
,in  abuhdancjB,  regulattng  Ahe  eflf^i  of  eadorie- 
ments  and  other  collateral  circgmstaaces,  y 
prescribing'  the  maimer  of  enforeingthe  psjrflwat 
of  promissory  notes,  but  he  will  nover  finds  1*^ 
Aving  the  nght  to  execute  the  i>romissery  aoie. 
Btt^it  issaid  that  the  bills  of  credit,  whieh  the 
States  are  prohibited  from* emitting,  must  beliilh 
of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  n 
this  discinctiOR  shoul<)  be  well  founded,  mirof  cf 
the  dtaH  banks  ^re  still' subject  to  this  cfasrge<« 
uneonstilutlonality,  because  in  matey  of  them  tb« 
States  are  directly  interested,  and  wherever  thti 
is  the  case,  their  bank  btUs  are  bills  of  crediteak- 
ted  on  the  credit  of  the  State.    But  the  correet* 
ness  of  this  distinction  may  well  bedeDi^,!)^ 
cause  the  restriction  is  Nm  general  as  it  <)scM 
jMssibly  be  mitde.    But  it  is  s^id  that  this  rii^ 
lion  applies  only  to  bills  of  credit  which  a»«™5j 
a  legal  under  in  the  payment  of  debts ;  thatWns 
of  .credit,  designited  in  ih^  Constitution,  art  tf 
w  Urmxni  a  legal  tender.    For  the  correctness  oi 
this  exposition,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  re9t^^ 
tion  which  hnmediately  A>llows  it;  whicli  ^ 
strains  the  right  of  ihe  Statea  to  make  aof  thiig 
bdt  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  the  pf^V^ 
of  debts.    It  appears  to  <me  that  the  latter  r^^^ 
tion  excludes  most  anphaticaUy  the  ce^strueoot 
contended  for.    If  the  States  are  prohibited  fro« 
emitting  bills  of  credit,  it  would  have  been,  tossy 
the  least  of  it,  wholly  nugatory  to  say  they  sboaW 
not  make  them  a  1^1  tender.    If  the  bills  tw 
not  emitted,  it  H  impossible  that  they  cte  W 
made  a  legal  tender.    To  suppose  tba.r  tlie  ^ 
striction  upon  the  right  of.  the  States  to  mal^ 
anything  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  d»» 
any  oonnexton  with  or  in&ence  upon  the  restr»o- 
tion  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  is  as  absurd,  as  to  sop- 
pose  thai  the  Decalog«e,after  haviagdeclafed,tMt 
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"Uiouthaitdo  no  nMurder,"  should  lure  ndcled, 
bat.  if  you  will  murder,  you  shall  not  rob  and 
strfte  the  dead .  The  cpostrociioD  of  the  r^raiat 
upon  the  ri|;ht  to  make  aDvthlbg^  but  gold  or  silver 
a  teode^,  is  that  they  shall  oot  make  specific  ar- 
ticles, as^.tobacco  or  cotton,  a  tender,  as  was  the 
case  io  some  of  the  States. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  history  of  the  Siates.  will 
show  that  the  bills  pf  credit  Specified  la  the.Con- 
stitutioD  were  those  odIv  iwbich  were  a  lef^l  ten- 
der in  the  payment  of  debts.    X.et  us  ei^mme  this 
point,  according  to  thejuleof  constritctio/i  ap- 
plied tO'  another  clause  in  the  Constitution  by  a 
Wge  majority  o(  both  Houses  of  Coi^ress  dur- 
iog  the  present  session.    Another  clause  in  the 
Constitution  give?  Congress  the  power  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union  midet  two  limitations^ 
Ist.  That  no  n^ew  State  -shall  be  formed  within 
the  limits  of  any  State  without  the  consent  of 
the  State »  and,  2d.  That  no  new  State  should  be 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or,  more  States 
without  the  consent  of  such  States,  and  also  of 
Congress.    These  limitations  prove  that  the  for*, 
nation  of  new  Staves,^  within  th6  limits  of  the' 
United  States,  ^as  in  view  of  the  Convention  at 
tiiie  time^  that  this  clause  was  adopted  >  an<l  the 
subsequent   clause,  which  giye$  Congress  the 
Mwer  to  make  rules  for.  thfrjecyvernmeiit  of  its 
Territories,  proves  that  these  Territories  were  at 
that  paoment. under  consideration*   .{n  addition, 
to  these  reasons  for  believing  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  had  no  idea  of  forming  new 
Sutes,]>eyond  the  limits  of  the  Doited  States, 
those  who  were  opposed  to  theado^isss^on.  of  Or- 
leans as  a  State  contended  that  the  history  t>f 
the  United  States  pcovjBs  that  the  power  to  erect 
new  Sutes  and  adipit  them  into  the  Union  was 
intended  tq  b^  coijfined  to  new  States  within  the 
limUa  or  the  United  States,  at  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution,  apd  that  a  dififerent  constrao- 
tioa  would  disparage  the  ri£[ht8  of  the  original 
States.  **(i>of  course,  be  n  violation  of  the  Coni 
stitaUon.    What  r<^ply  did  the  majority  of  Con- 
gfesa  gi?e  to  this  train  of  reasoning  1    They  said 
that  the  right  to  admit  new  States  cannot  he 
tfubj^ct  to  any  other  lifnitatioos  or  restrietioos 
than  those  which  are  contained  in  the  clause 
which  gives  the  right,  and  as  there  is  no  restrict 
tloa  upon  the  right  to  erect  new  .States  without 
the  then  liinits  of  the  United  Slates,  Congress 
have  an  unlimited  right  to  erect  and  adinit  them 
into  the  Union.    Lei  us.  apply  the  lame  rule  of 
coastruotion  to  the  restriction  of  the  right  of  the 
States  to  emit  b3ls  of  credit,  .  The  restriction  is 
a  general  ope;  it  has  bo  exoeptioj^a^  and  every 
attempt  to  make  exceptions  ought  to  be  repelled 
by  the  answer  which  was  given  to-  those  who 
•prosed  the  right  of  Congress  to  admit  the  Ter- 
mory  of  Orleans  into  the  u  nion  a?  a  State,  The 
canstf notion  I  have  contended  for  gaiifs  addi- 
Uoaal  weight  when  we  consider  the  restriction 
which  immediately  precedes  that  under  cooskI- 
cratioa.    No  State  shall  coin  money,  emit  bills 
of  cvedit,  iu:.    Bills  of  credit  are  but  the  repre- 
sentatives of  money*    The  Constitu|ion>  gives 
Congress  the  right  U>  coin  aioney,  aiid  to  regulate 


its  vake.  It  fakes  frpra  the  ;States.tba  right  to 
coin  money  and  to  emit  bills  of  credit.  Why 
give  to  Congress  tl^  right  to  coin  fnooeyand 
regulate  its  valtie  ?  Bepanse  the  interest  of  tho 
nation  requires  that  the  current  coin  of  the  m^ 
tion  should  be  uniform  both  as  to  il%  species  and 
value.  If  this  is  the  true  reason  why  the  tight 
of  coining  money  at^  fixing  its  value  was  given 
to  Congress,  does  not  the  righp,  to  issue  that 
which  ^  to  be  the  representative  of  this  coin; 
which,  in  fact,  is  to^surp  ltd  place ;  which  is  to 
be  the  real  currency  of  the  nation,  necessarily  be- 
long to  Gongress?  Does  not  the  right  to  create 
a  bank,  which  shall  issue  this  repvesentative  of 
money,  oonie  within  the  same  reason  ?  I  think  it 
does.  • . 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  con* 
tends  that  the^  right  to  create  a  bank  will  prava 
destructive  to  the  rights  of  the  SlAte^beeanaa 
if  Congress  can  iaaorpojrate  a  bank,  it  notay,  under 
some  pretext  or  other,  create  other  corporations 
and  authorize  them  to  hold  real  and  personal  es<- 
tate,. which  shall  be  exempt  from  the  right  of 
taxation  b]r  the  'States.'    That  if  this  is  admiUed, 
and'.he  believes  it  gei^erally  is  admitted,  that  the 
^tes  cannot  rax  bank  stock,  in  this  way  the 
States  may  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  taxation. 
SiT,.I  aia  one  of  those  who  do  not  admit  the  fkoi. 
[Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  did  not  admit  it  neither, 
though  he  had  understood  that  the  bank  held  that 
dootrincj    I  an>  extren^ly  glad  4hat  we  think 
alike,  at  least  upon  this  collateral  point.    T.^ 
right  of  the  States  to  iinpose  taxes  isnnliimlAd 
by  the  Constitution  Of  the  United  States;  they^ 
therefore,  can  tax  every  species  of  property  which 
is  within  their  legislative,  jurisdieeion.    The  un* 
limited  power  of  th«  States  to  invpoae  taxes  is.  in  ' 
aH  probahiiity,  the  true  cause  of  giring  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  pver  aU 
places  which  should  be  selected  fojr  the  erection 
of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  dock-yards^  be- 
oause  public  property  to  a  k^eui  amount  would 
necessarily  be  collected  in  these  places ;  and  hnt 
for  the  vesting  the  right  of  .legislation  in,  Con* 
gress  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Statesman  this  prop- 
erty  would  have  been  subject,  to  fixation,  which 
would  liave  produced  great  embarrassment.    It 
has  been  said,  not  indeed  upon  this  floor,  but  hv 
mekt  f^r  whose  opinions  I  -entertain  a  very  high 
respect,  that  the  right  of  lihe  States  to  taxiianK 
stock  is  incon^istent'with  the  right  of  Congress 
to  create  a  bankw    That  the  right  of  uxation  de- 
stroys the  right  to  create,  because  the  Statei^by 
immoderate  taxation,  could  drive  the  bank  out  of 
their  limits.    All  arguments  drawn  from  the 
abuse  of  a  right  ought  tcV  be  received  with  gi;irat 
caution ;  but,  if  it<  is  entitled  to  any  weight  in 
this  case,  it  equally  proves  the  onconstitiitio/iairty 
of  the  State  banks,  because  the  right  of  Congr^a 
to-lay  and  edlect  taxes  i%  subject  to  hut  two  re- 
strictions: that  they  shall  be  unifofmy  and  that 
direct  taxes.shail  be  according  to  the  represent** 
tion.    Suppose  Congress  was- under  a  necessity 
of  raising  910,000.000  by  direct  tax,  the  whole,  or ' 
nearly  the  whole,  of  this  sum  might  be  imposed 
upon  bank  stock,  and  by  that  means  the  Stata 
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bftoks  touUy  destroyed.  The  adrDottet  of  tMs 
doetiine  are  abo  ^dTOcates  fo,r  Stite  banks.  If 
the  right  of  taxation  by  the  States  proves  the  nti* 
coDstttutiooalityof  the  Bank  6f  the  united  States, 
the  rijht  of  Congress  to  tax.equaJly  proves  the 
uneonstitotiooality  of  the  State  banKs. 

To  the  fervid  imagination  of  my  friend  from 
Kentacky^  (Mr.  Clat,)  this  potver  to  ereate  a 
bank  app^rs  to  be  more  terri6c  than  was  the 
lever  ot  Archimedes  to  the  frightened  imagina-^ 
tioa  of  the  Romans,  ^^hen  they  beheld  their  gal- 
lies  suddenly  lifted  up  and  whirled  about  in  the 
air^  and  in  i  moment  plunged  into  the  bosom  of 
the  ocean.  Are  these  apprehensions  founded  jn 
nasOD,  or  are  they  the  chimeras  of  a  fervid  and 
perturbed  imagination?  T^hat  ^imitation  da^s 
the  Constitution  contain  upon  the  ppwer  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  duties,  and ,  excisel'? 
None  but  that  they  snail  be  uniform ;  which  is 
ttolimiiatioQ  of  the  amount  vtrhich  they  ca^  lay 
aad  collect.  What  limitation  does  it  contain 
upoB  the  power  to  raise  and  support  aritiies  ? 
Mone  other  than  that  appropriations  shall  not  be 
made  for  a  longer  term  than  two  yeats.  What 
restriction  is  to  be  found  in  it  upon  the  right  to 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy  ?  Noni^.  What 
^K>n  the* right  to  declare  war  and  make  peace? 
None,  none.  Thus  the  Constitution  gives  to 
the  Government  o/f  the  United  States  unlimited 
power  over  your  purses— uniimited  power  toiaise 
armies  and  provide  navies— unlimited  power  to 
make  war  and  peace,  and  you  are  alarmed ;  yoQ 
are  terrified  at  the  power  to  create  a  bank  to  aid 
it  in  the  management  of  its  fiscal  operations. 
Sir,  nothing  short'  of  mymost  pi^olbund  rtopect 
for  honorable  gentlemen,  who  have'  frrghtei^ed 
themselves  with  this  bugbear,  could  induce  me 
to  treat  the  subject  seriously.  Gentlemen  have 
said  that  they  are  alarmed  at  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  a Qd  I  am.  bound  to  believe  them.  Sir, 
after  giving  Cdngress  the  right  to  make  war  and 
peace ;  the  right  to  impose  taxes,  imposts,  duties, 
and  excites,  ad  libitum;  the  right  to  raise  and 
support  armies  without  restriction  as  to  number 
or  term  of  Bervice ;  the  right  to  provide  and  main- 
uin  a  navy  without  a  limitation.  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  ttemble  at  the  exercise  of  a  power  in- 
cidental to  only  one  of  these  tremendous  grailts 
of  pow^er.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  contends  that  we  have  attetapted  to  give 
a  degree  of  weight  and '  force  to  vHiat  we  are 
pleased  to  call  precedents^  to  which  they  would 
not  be  entitled  in  those  tribunals  from  wnich  we 
derive  all  of  our  ideas  of. precedents.  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  my  friend  frootiVirginia^Mr.  Gil^s) 
agrees  with  me  in  opinion  upon  tnis  subject. 
Indeed  the  principal  difference  between  that  gen- 
tleman and  myself  is  confined  to  the  Question  of 
expedience.  He  thinks  that  the  construction 
which  has  been  given  to  the  Constitution  ought 
to  be  considered  as  conclusive;  and  that  great 
inconvenience  if^ill  be  produced  by  unsettlibg 
what  ouffht  to  be  considered  as  finally  settled  and 
adjudged. 

I  agree,  also,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky,  that  a  precedent,  to  have  wdg^t,  nuet  be 


in  point;  that  the  isstie  upon  whicb  the  deeisioa 
is  made  must  be  the  same  as  that  in  which  it  ii 
adduced  as  authority.  To  this  I  most  beartilf 
agree,  and  will  rely  upon  it,  to  show  that  the 
cases  which  we  urged  as  precedents  are  eatitM 
to  the  fipreatest  weight,  fn  all  ijases  betweten  Mi- 
di viduals,  they  are  supposed  to  understand  theb 
own  interests  and  their  own  casei.  The  pteiatiff 
i^  supposed  to  understand  the  point  upon  which 
the  decision  of  his  case  must  depend.  The  de- 
fendant is  supposed  to  understand  the  gronnd  of 
his  defence.'  They  make  up  an  issue,  either  of 
fact  or  of  lavy.  It  is  this  issue  which  is  to  be 
tried.  Any  declaratioi^  or  expression  of  the  jdge 
which  is  not  confined  to  the  issue,  is,  of  coune, 
entitled  to  no  weight.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  precedents  upon  which  we  reiyl  1st 
That  a  republican  Cofigress,  in  .the  year  1804^ 
passed  a  law  extending  the  operations  of  this  on- 
constitutional  institution,  as  they  contend,  iota 
territories  to  which  they  had  no  right  to  extend 
them  by  their  charier.  In  the  year  1807,  thef 
passed  la  law  punishing  the  forging  of  their  btlli 
Now,  sii-,  my  friend  fiom  Tennessee  (Mr.  Aii- 
dbr^on)  says,  that, those  who  passed  the  hini 
bill  were  afraid  to  venture  that  far;  they  were 
afraid  to  pasls  a  law  to.punisb  the  oounterfeitiny 
of  their  bills  5  bpt,  in  the  year.  1798,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  federal  domination,  they  passed  aiiww 
punish  counterfeiting  the  bills  of  the  bank.  It » 
certainly  true,  that  the  Federal  party  did  pwi 
this  bill  in  that  year,  but  itis  equally  trae,  jtat 
the"' Republican  natty  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power  did  tpass  a  bill  of  the  same  kind  in  the  yeir 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven.  Well,  sh-jWhw^ 
the  i^Oe  which  is  tendered  in  the  passage  et 
every  bill  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sit^ 
First,  that  the  Constitution  gives  them  the  n^t 
to  pass  the  bill  j  and,  second,  that  it  is  cxpediw. 
The  first,  sir.  is  the  most  important  issue,  oide 
up  between  the  National  Legislature  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States^  in  passing  bills  hj  ijhicft 
their  rights  are  to  be  protected  or  violated.  aO% 
then,  are  we  told  that  these  laws  passed  iw^ 
fen<io— tbat  the  Constitutional  right  of  Congree 
to  pass  huch  a  law  never  was  di^ussed,  or  erea 
thought  of?  Sir,  suppose  the  gentleman  ftoa 
Kentucky  bad  constituted  me  his  attorney  to  do 
a  particular  act  for  him,  and  I  had  performed  »« 
act  under  that  power  which  bad  no  coaneutw 
with  the  one  which  he  had  authorized  me'topert 
form,  and  whea  charged  with  this  violation  ot 
my  trust,  I  should  grayely  say,  ^e**^  fj*!J: 
exaimined  the  power,  but  took  it  for' granted  thtt 
I  had,  the  right--that,  in  fact,  I  had  done  it  ^ 
«tfe«fio— what  would  my  frieijd  from  Keatetff 
say  to  such  a  reply?  But,  suppose  I  badtas^ 
an  oath  to  discharge  the  trwiBt  with  fidelity  »»<* 
skill,  and  that  I  would,  in  all  things  touchioff  »e 
trust,  confine  myself  to  the  power  delegated  to 
me.  Suppose,  I  say,  under  tnese  circumsianc^ 
I  should  violate  this  trust— should  transcend  tne 
authority  given,  and  perform  an  act  clearly  oot 
delegated?  What  would  the  genttemaa  say  ^ 
me  when  I  gravely  told  him,  that  I  had  not  PJ*! 
ticularly  ei^amined  the  aulhoriiy  nAdet  whiea  t 
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aeted,  (bat  I  had  done  it  «tf6  9&miie?^  Bir.  this 
way  o)r  diapoahif  of  tbese  formal  Toluotary  acts 
of  the  QoTernmeiit,  sanctiottiag  the  legalUf  and 
coBstitottoiiality  of  the  baok  ehaner^  will  not  be 
accepted.  Some  more  bappT  expedient  must  be 
deriatd.  Bnt^  sir,  we  are  told^  that  because  the 
Constitation  contains  within  itself  the  principles 
of  amendment,  that  if  any  doubts  existed  en  this 
subject,  it  ought  to  haTe  been  amended.  Wh^n* 
erer  the  Scales  hare  conceired  their  rights  to 
have  been  afected  by  ainy  construction-,  which 
has  been  given  to  the  Constitution,  they  haTe 
shown  that  they  know  how  to  obtain  relief. 
When  the  Snpr^e  Court  of  the  United  States 
undertook  to  support  the  doctrine  that  an  iodi- 
Tidoai  could  sue  a  State,  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
interfere,  and  the  Constitudon  was  amended. 
When  an  embargo  was  laid,  in  the  year  18Q7, 
those  Stales  wm  were  most  inimteal  to  that 
maasuie  did  not  hesitate  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution.  Whenerer  a  conatrtietion 
u  giren  to  the  ConstitntiiMi.  bf  a  legitimate  aiid 
competent  authority,  those  who  are  opposed  to 
that  construction  ought  to  propose- amendments, 
and  not  thq9t  who  are  satisfied  wtih  it.  If  ttte 
construction  given  to  the  Constitution  by  ,the 
creation  ofthe  bank  was  thought  by  the  Repub- 
liaan  party  to  be  vicious,  then  indeed  have  they 
been  guilty  of  the  grossest.act  of  ngligenl^e.-  It 
was  in  their  power,  and  most  assuredly  it  was 
their  duty  to  have  amended  the  Constitution, 
either  by  expressly  giving  or  taking  away  the 
pow^.  It  wa&  their  duty  to  have  settled  the 
question  forever.  Suppose,  sir,  you  now  decide 
tnat  ift  is  unconstitutional  for  Coogress  to  incor- 
porate a  bank;  this  will  not  settle  the  Constitu- 
tional question^  It  will  unsettle  and  render  uo'^' 
eef taio  what  has  been,  settled  for  twenty  years. 
Ton  say  you  have  not  the  right  to  ineorbovate  a 
bank.  Ten  years  hence  other  men  will  cotne 
into  power,  and  say  they  have  the  right,  and  will 
exercise  that  right  for  twenty  years.  The  bank 
will  then  have  been  Constitutional  for  twenty 
3rears,  unconstitutional  for  ten  years,  And  Consti- 
tutional for  twenty  more.  Are  we  to  go  oh  in 
this  unsettled,  miserable,  halting  manner  ?  God 
forbid !  Sir^  I  have  closed  the  observatipns  which 
I  thought  It  niY  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  the 
eommeats  which  have  been  made  upbn  the  re- 
OMrks  which  I  had  previously  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  this  honorable  body.  If„  sir,  I 
vfeferred  my  political  standing  in  the  State  which 
1  bare  the  honor  to  represent  (and,  sir,  I  do  not 
pofess  to  have  any  out  of  It)  to  the  public  wel- 
ttre,  I  should  rejoice  at  the  success  of  the  motion 
which  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  ANOBBaoif.)  Bat,  sir,  as  I 
believe  the  public  welfare  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant than  any  fleeting  popularity  which  an  indi-" 
vidnal  like  myself  can  expect  to  enjoy,  I  shall 
Blast  sinceretjr  regret  the  success  of  that  motion. 
Sir,  I  have  said  but  little  about  the  degree  of  dis- 
tress which  will  flow  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
bai>k,  because  I  have  not  that  kind  of  Evidence 
which  would  enable  me  to  judge  of  it  with  any 
^egrte  of  accuracy.    Tlie  convulsed  state  of  the  i 


European  aationa;  the  itamenae  losses  which 
our  commerce  has  sustained  by  the  operation  of 
the  decrees  and  orders  of  tbe  tyrants  of  the  land 
and  the  ocean,  imperiously  admonish  us  to  be^ 
ware  of  making  untried  and  dangerous  experi- 
ments. By  suclporting  this  institution,  the  tot- 
tering credit  or  the  commercial  class  of  your  citi- 
zens may  be  upheld,  until  the  storm  sh^U  have 
passed  over.  Bv  overtarnipg  this  gxfi^t  moneyed 
institution  at  tne  present  crisis,  you  may  draw 
down  to  undistinguished  ruin  thousands  of  your 
unfoituoate  and  unoffending  fellow-citizens. 

[We  have  to  vogret  4he  omiMon  of  two  nbeehes 
in  th^  course  of  tin  preoeding  debate,  which  m  want- 
ing,to  make  it  perfectly  complete — ihat'of  Mr.  White* 
SB^B,  the  lowness  of  whose  voice  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble Ibr^  reporter  to  foUowhrni^  and  that  of  Mr.  An- 
derson, the  copy  of  the  repoVt  of  which  was  mislaid 
before  it  wa$  onmmitted  to  the  presi — both  speeches 
in  opposition  to- the  renewal  of  the  charter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  (equivalent  to  a  re- 
jection,) when  it  appeared  that  there  were  for  the 
motion  17,  against  it  17,  as  follows : 

YiAS-^Msssn.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Clay,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gregg,  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Matfaewflon^Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 
'  Kjlt'A — Messrsl  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Champlin, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Bana,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hort^, 
Lloyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Smith  of  NeW  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Turner. 

The  Senate  being  'equally  divided,  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  Vice. President,  to  decide  the 
question  by  his  vote;  previously  to  which  he 
made  the  following  observations : 

GxiTTi^xxxir :  As  the  subject  on  which  I  am  called 
upon  to  decide  has  excited  great  sensibility,  I  mnit 
solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  I  briefly 
state  the  reaapns  which  inflaence  my  judgment. 

Permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  question  ^to  be  de- 
cided does  not  depend  aimply  upon  the  right  of  Con* 
grese  to  establish  under  any  modification  a  bank,  bnt 
npon  their  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  as 
contemplated  by  this  bill.  In  other  word^  can  they 
create  a  bodV  politic  and  corporate,  not  eoristitnting  a 
part  of  tbe  voremment,  nor  otherwise  responsible  to 
It  bat  by  forfoiture  ef  Charter,  and  bestow  on  its  mem- 
bess  priTileges,  immnnities,  and  ^xeo^ptiotts  not  recogw 
niaed  by  the  laws  of  the  Stales,  nor  eaj^ed  by  the 
ottiaens  generally  1  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
C9ng^ress  may  pass  aU  necessary  and  proper,  kws  for 
caenying  into  execution  the  powers  spacificaUy  granted 
to  the  Govemmenty  or  to  any  department  er  officer 
thereof:  but,  in  doing  so,  the  means  must  be  suited 
and  mibordinate  to  the  end.  The  power  lo  create  cor« 
porajtions  is  not  expressly  granted;  it  is  a  high  attii^ 
bute  of  sovereignty  and  in  its  nature  hot  accessorial 
or '  derivative  by  implication,  but  primary  and  inde- 
pendent. 

r  cannot  believe  that  this  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution win,  in  any  degree,  defeat  the  purposes  for 
which  U  was  formed. .  On  the  contrary,  it  does  appear 
to  me,* that  the  opposite  exposition  has  an  inevitable 
tendencv  to  consolidation,  and  affords  just  and  serionp 
cause  of  alarm. 

In  Uie  course  of  a  long  life  I  have  found  thai  Oov- 
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•rnmeiit  It  ndt .to  be tlreflglhened  bjan  MBumptiMi 
of  doubtful  powens  but  by  a  wi«e  and  energetic  execu- 
tion of  tbpae  which;  are  incontestable  ;  the  former  noTer 
ikils  to  produce  suspicion  and  distrust,  while  the  latter 
inspires  respect  and  confidence. 

If,  however,  after  a  fair  ezpeiiotent,  the  pciwers 
.  vested  in  the  Government  shall  be  found  incompetent 
to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  insti- 
tuted, the  Constitution  happily  furnishes  the  pieans 
for  remedying^  the  evil  by  aihendment,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  such  event  on  an  appeal  to  the  patriot- 
ism and  good  sense  of  the  community  it  wiU  be  wisely 
appited*      , 

1  witi  bot  treapMs  Upon  ^  paftieao*  of  the  draate 
aoiy  loBger  tha^  to  say,  from  the  beet  examination  I 
hmte  been  able  to  ^ve  the  subject,  I  am  constrained 
by  a  sense  o^  daty  to  deoida'  in  the  a%»^ve>-^hai 
jer  that  the  irat  aeetioii  of  the"  biU  be  abriolbeii  o«t. 


THUBiDAT,  S'ebruary  21. 

A  message, from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  th^  Senate  t^at  the  Hpdse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  light- hou^  on 
Boon  island,  in  ibe  Sts^ee  of  Massachusetts,  to 
place  buoys  oflT  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to  erect  a 
beacon  at  New  Inlet,  ih  the  .Slate  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  to  place  buoys  at  the  enirance  of  th» 
hacbor  of  Edgartown^  and  to  erect  a  columi^  pf 
stQne  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of  JVIassa- 
ehusetts ;"  in  which  tbej  desiit  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to 't£e  secpqdjreadinf^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  augend  iind  continue  in  force 
ao  actf  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  Che  d6th  .day  of  February,  1791. 

Oo'  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  postponi^  to  th^  6tst  Mon^ 
dayin  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a:$  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  ^ther  nurposes;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended^,the  President  re- 
potted it  (0  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall,  this,  biU  be  engrossed 
•ni  read  a  third  tune  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
aaioed  ia  the  affirmative. 

the  Senate  resumed,  as  tn  OommitleQ;  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  aothorize  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain oertificates,  credtis,  and  ^/piNisiona,  and  foir 
other  purposes;  mi4;  on  motion,  it 'was  agreed 
that  it  De  made  the  order  of, the  day  for  to-mor- 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biH  in  adtfitioit  to  the  act  to  regnlate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, it^  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  the  bill  having^been  amended,  the 
ERE8IDENT  reported  it  to  the'House.accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  beeogrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended^  it  was -deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  this  biUY,eatiUed'  '^An  act  to  authorize  tbe 


electfoft  of  skeciils  in  the  hidiasa  Ttrritory,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thihreto  1^ 
the  aeieet  committee. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  eeo- 
sideratioli' thereof  be  postponed  until  lo  morrev* 

The 'Senate  resumed  as  in  Comnlitteeof  tie 
Whb^.  Che  bill,  entitled  "An  «et 'tetkLblishinf 
navy  hospitals," 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  readiof. 
.    The  Senate,  resumed,  as  in  Committee  or  the 
Whol^.  the  bHl,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  leUef  of 
Peter  Ai^drain ;''  and. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  readhi;. 

Mr.  Surra,  of  Maf^ltpd,  gave  notioe  that  to* 
ifiorrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  tn  abitf to 
repeal  the  tenth  seetion  of  the  act,  entitled  '^ Ad 
act  to  ineorgorate  the  anbedribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  iTaited  Btatei*;''  and  to  repeal'  the  third  le^ 
tioa  of  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  aet  svpnlemeattrf 
to  the^ot,  enUtled^  *  An  aet  to  e^ablnh  tfaecoa- 
pensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  eoltee- 
tmn  of  the  duties  en  impeat  and  todnage,'  pinei 
ibth  May,  1800."  ^ 

Mi^.  Bra«u5t,  from  the  connnittee  tp  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  aet  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  coneemrag  Coo- 
sols,*  and  for  the  forther  pvoteotton  of  Amvntn 
seamen,"  reported  it  amended ;  and  the  aotod- 
ihent  was  ctinsidered  and  agreed  to,  as  in  Con- 
mittee  of  the  whole;  and  the  PaEsitMtMT report- 
ed the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shitll  thia  bill  be  read  »« 
third  tinie  as  amended?  it  war  deteroiio«4  ib 
the  affirmativ.e. 

Mr.*  CuTTS "  gave.  no|ice  that  to-morrow  he 
sttould  ask  feave  to  bring  ia  a  bill  to  ameod  tb 
act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  ^^^^ 
justment  of  claims  to  lands,  and-  for  the  weot 
the  public  kndi,  in  the  Territories  of  Orktis 
and  Louiatana." 

FripaV,  February  22.       . 

Tbe  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  erect  a  lif^t- 
iiousc  on  Boon  Ujiimd,  in  the  3t|tte  of  Masttoha- 
setts,. to  place  buoys  off  pape  Fear  river, »wto 
erect  4  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  tbeStttteofNortt 
Qarolinaiand  to  place  buojra  at  4heentraooB« 
the  harbor  of  Edgartown,  and  to  erecta  coiOfW 
of  stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of  Ma*- 
Oacbusettd,"  wail  read  the  second  time«  - 
'Mr,  Llotd  presented  the  petiuon  of  Moa» 
Brown  and  others,  on  the  aulnect ;  whioh  »• 
read.  Wheseupon,  en  motion  by  Mr.  Ti^wtfj 
the  bill  and  petition  was  referred  to  a-setoco*' 
miuee,  toconoider  and  report  thereon ;  andlvf^ 
Lloyd,  Turner,  and  CdNWT,  were  app*»** 
the  committee,  •    '  •  ji  the 

Mr.  Horse V,  from  the  committee,  reportw  in« 
bill  to  extend  the  right  pf  suffrage  in  the  Ijdi^ 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  oorrecdy  ^ 
grossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  tim«» 
amended,  and  passed.  ,  ,^ 

Mr.  HoaaET,  from  the  committee,  wport«i|» 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  wyjg 
out  and  aiaking  a  road  from  Cambedaad,  m  ^ 
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Qlsie  of  Maty  Uttid,«>  tkc  Bm^  of  Ohk^  oorrettly 
engrossed ;  and  tbe  bill  was  read  th^  third  tra^ 
aa  amended,  and  tbe  blanks  fitted. 

Mmohedj  Tbai  this  bill  pase^and  tbat  tbe  title 
Ikereof  be  *^  An  aet  ia<addition  to  tbe  act  to  reg- 
oiate  the  laying,  out  and  making  a-  roajd  from 
Cumberland,  rn  the  State-of  MarylaQd,  to  tlie 
State  of  Qhia*' 

Mr.  HoRsar^fron  tbe  ctframitt^e,  also  reported 
ike  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  eaUlleid  ^' An  act  ia 
mddition  loibe  act,  entitled ''An  act  coaceratng 
€k>n8als  and  Vice  Consnls/  and  for  the  fvcther. 
proteotioB  of  American  seamen,"  correctly  en- 
grooed ;  and  tba  bill  was  read  the*  third  time  as 
amended^ 

Bemdmd^  That  thia  bill  pass  with  afl  amet^d- 
Bent.'^ 

Tbe  billf  entitM  ^An  act  eatalbltsbtng  jmTy 
hospitals."  f^as  read  the  third  time,  ahd.pas««d. 

The  hill,  antitlad  "An.' act  ibr  the  relief  of 
Peter  Aadmin,^  was  readthie  third  tiatie^and 
paqaad. 

The  Senate  teacraied,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
WhaJci  the  bill  to  anthorize  the  pa]fmeot  of  cer- 
taia  certificatjeS)  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
otber  purposes )  and,' on  motion  by  Mr.  ANnSR-^ 
aas,  that  the  further  eoosideration  thereof  be 
poatpoaed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Decemlier  next| 
a  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  iMiys 
17,  as  follows :     ' 

.  TaAs-rMeasrsb  Aadsnolt,  Bradley,  Frairicfin,  Gar- 
MMn,  Ursgg,  Lambert  Smith  of  New  Yorkt  and 
TuHiAr* 

Njk.Ts— -MsMTS.  Campbell,  Ch^,  Gondii,  Crawford, 
Cutts^Dina*  Gilmaxi.  Monej,  Leib,  Lloyd^  Pope,  Reed» 
Smith  of  lit^yland»  Tut,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  Wor- 
thington. 

Agreeably  to  notice^  Mr.  CtJTTs  asked  aqd  ob- 
tained leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  Miit^ 
entitled  ^  An  act  prdvidbg  for  the  final  adinst-*- 
ment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 

Chile  liftidf,  ia  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Kiisiaaa  i^  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reding. 

Acreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
peal tbe  tenth  section  of  *the  aet,.  entitled  "  An 
ael  10-  in^porate  the  sobsdibers  to  the  Bank  of 
tha  Uoittd  Stalee^"  and  to  repeal  the  third  sec- 
tioo  of  the  act.  eptided  "  An  aet  sopnlementary 
to  the  aet^  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  the  com* 
paniatfc)n  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collect 
tian  of  tbe  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,'  passed 
UHk  of  May,  ISOO ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  ta  the  aeieond  Teazling. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cdi9Mnitteet>f  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '<An  act  toauthprize 
tbe  election  of  8beri£&  in  the  fndiana  Territory ;" 
together  with  the  atnendnxent  reported  thereto 
^f  the  select  committee ;  and,  having  agr^d  to 
the  amendment,  the  Pbebioknt  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly.     < 

Oa  tin  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
twae  as  amanded  J  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
fin&atire. 
The  PacaflDgwr  tommni^oatai  a  report  of  tha 


Seol^tary  of  the  Nary  oa  the  praetieal  use  of  the 
tort^edo,  of  $ubmarine  exfdosion;  nod  the  report 
and  docuiiients,  therein  referred  to  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  |ie  on  the  table. 

The  Yicfi  PftcsinBHT  notified  tbe  Senate  ibat 
he  should  be  absent,  after  this  day,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session.  - 


Satubdat,  Febrnary  23. 

Xhe  Vice  FaaatoENT  heinc  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  th^  election  of  a  PfiE$iDBiVT  pro 
iemport^  as  th^  Ooastitution  provides ;  aad  the 
Hon.  JoBV  POFB  was  debted. 

The,  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Jodir  Tatloi^ 
appointed  a  Senates  by.  the  Legislature  ef  the 
mk\^  of  South  Carolina,  for  tbe  term  of  six.years^. 
comaiieacingon^the  fourth  day  of  Mftrch  nest, 
were  r^ad.andordJere4'loiiepn  file.   . 

The  bill  to  Up^l  the  tenth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the siibscribera 
Ho  the  9ank  6f  the  UaKcd  Sut^s,"  and  the  third 
^atioo'of  the  aet,  entitled^  An  ac%  supplement^ 
ary  to.  an  act^  entitle  'Aa  act  to  establish  the 
comp^oaatioa  of  the  officers  employed  in  tbe 
coUectioa  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  teniae," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referjoed  to  a  s^<* 
lect  committee,  to  consider  and  report -thereon  ; 
and  Messrs,.  Smith,  of  MiCryland,  Frajiklin,  and 
AtfOBBSoii,  were  appoibted  the  committee.  '    ^ 

The  bill  4o  amend  an  act,  entitled  "Anaet  pro- 
viding for  the  final  adjastment  of  claims  to  land^, 
and  i(»  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,''  was  reitd  the 
second  timte,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  . 
to  consider  and  report  (hereon;  andMessrs.  Brad- 
let,  Campbell,  ^od  FbankLin,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

>  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  tbat  the  memorial 
of  Richard  Bland  Lee.  on  the  subject  of  tbe  dam- 
ages he  has  sustained  rrom  tbe  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  when  stationed  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
otherwise,  together  with  the  aecompanying  do6- 
uments,  l)a  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War;  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  PaBaiDE;t'B  comnMinicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  with 
a  statem^iM  of  the  emolu  mien ts  of  the  officers  em- 
'pk>yed  in  the  oelieotioB  of  the«nsioiii«  fi/r  the 
year  1816;  whkh  were  read,  and  ordeved  to  lid 
on  the  table.  r       .  - 

Mff.  8MiTfi,  of  Maryland,  from  the  conmhtee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eatitAed  ^  An  act 
for  esfpblishing  tradtnff-booses  with  the  Indtaa. 
tfibes,"  reported  the  bill  ajpaended. 

Mr*  GUttts,  from  the  conimittee,  reported  tbe 
amendmenr  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory," correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended/ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  it  be  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  tt  was  de- 
termined in  the  Begative-^yeas'13,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

YJCAS—Msssrs.  Bradley;  Brent,  Clsy,  p6ndit,  Giles, 
Ooodrioh,  Iiloyd,  Pickefmg,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taift»TaykDr»aAdTBEiier;  ^ 
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Nats — Mann.  Andeno*,  Cttmpbell,  Fi«AkUii,€hdl- 
larJ,  Gennanv  Gregg,  Lambert;  Leib,  Mitheweon, 
Heed,  Eobinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Whitedde,  and 
Worihington. 

On  th«  question,  Shall  thi»  bill  pasi^  it  vrais 
determined  in  the  negatrve— yeas  13,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  CampbeU,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Gregg,.  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Rob- 
inson, 'Smith  of  Maryland,  Whiteside,  and  Wor<- 
thington.      - 

NAT^—Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Glay,  Condit,  Giles, 
Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  |f  ew 
York,  Tait,  Taybr,  and  Turner. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatlTes 
informed  the  Senate 'that  the  t>ill  entitled  "'An  act 
-incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lunri>ta,"  which  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 

fress,  and  was  presented  to  tbePresideiit  of  the 
Jnited  States  for  bis  approbation  and  signature, 
IU3d  returned  by  him,  on  the  21st  instant;  to  \he 
House  of  Representatives,  in  which  House  it 
originated,  w4th  the  following  objections : 

"  Because  the  bill  exceeds  the  rightful  authority  to. 
which,  GoTernments  are  limited  by  the  essential  dis- 
tinction between  civil  and  religious  functions,  and  vio- 
Imtes,  in  particular,  the  article  of  the  Gons^tution  of 
the  United  States,  wfai<^  declares  that  <'  Congress  shall 
make  no  law  respecting  a  religious  «8tabli#hm<fint." 
The  bill  enacts  into  atid  estiiiUflhes  "liy  law  sundry 
rules  and  proceedings  relatire  purely  to  the  organiza- 
timi  and  polity  df  the  church  incorporated,  and  4^^i- 
prehending  even  the  election  tod  removal  of  a  minis- 
ter of  the  same ;  so  that  no  change  could  be  made 
therein  by  the  particular  society,  or  by  the  general 
Church,  of  which  it  is  a  member,  and  whose  authority 
it  recognises.  This  particular  ghurchj  therefore,  would 
so  far  be  a  xeligipus  estiiblishment  by  law :  a  legal  force 
and  sanction  being  given  to  certain  articles  in  its  con- 
stitution and  administration.  Nor  can  it  be  considered 
that  ihfi  articles  thus  established  are  to  be  taken  as  the 
descriptive  criteria  only  of  the  corporate  identity  of  the 
society ;  inasmuch  as  this  identity  must  depend  on  other 
characteristics ;  as  the  regulation's  established  are  gen- 
erally unessential  and  alterable,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  canons  by  which  churches  of  that  denottii- 
nation  govern  themselves;  and,  as  the  injunctions  and 
prohibitions  contained  in  the  regulations  would  be  en- 
forced l^^e  penal  eonsequeneet  applieable  to  a  vioUh 
tion  oi  them  according  to  the  local  law. . 

"Because  the  bill  vests  in  the  said  incorporated 
diurch  an  authority  |o  proi^e  foar  the  suj^ort  of  the 
poor,  and  the  education  of  poor  chiidren.of  the  same ; 
an  authority  which,  being  altogether  superfluous  if  the 
provision  is  to  be  Che  result  of  pious,  charity,  would  be 
a  precedent  for  giving  ^  reli^ouf  societies^  as  auch,  a 
legal  agency  in  can[ting  into  efSsct  a  public  and  civil 
duty."  . 

And  that,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the.  bill, 
two-thirds  of  the  House  of  Representatives  did 
not  agtee  to  pass  the  same. 
.  Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  ceruin  certifi- 
cates, credits,  and  pensions,  find  for  other  pur- 
poses," correctly  engrossed  ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bradlet,  it  was  agreed  that  it  foe  postponed 


to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  d»y  for  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Virgioia.  instrtictiBg 
their  Senators, «nd  requesting  their  Delegates,  to 
use  their  best  efforts  to  obtain  from  Congress  an 
act  authorizing  the  officers  and  ^diers.of  the 
Virginia  line  on  State  establishment,  their  helrt 
or  assigns,  to-  locate  warninta  whieh  they  may 
hold  for  ]and9  granted  for  military  services,  ot 
cerUin' waste  and  unappropriated  lands;  wbick 
were  read,  aiid  laid  on  the  lable* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Gomaiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  r^ief  of  the  Collectors  of 
the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore^and  Philadeipiiii; 
an^,  oto  motion  by  Mr.  Rbbo,  the  coQsideratioa 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday  aext. 

Mr,  Leib  submitted  the  foUowing  motioii  for 
consideration:  • 

Rtsohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  die  Senate  pay,ont 
of  the  contingent  Aiad^  the  sum  of  —  doUan  tb 
Henry  Miller,  William  Fishburn,  and  Tobias  Suip- 
son,  each,  for  extra  services-  during  the  preseat  mi* 
sion. 

Mr.  'G^EOG,  from  the  eommitteel  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  4Ai  instant,  the  memorial  of  the 
clergy  -resident  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a  report.  Whereupon  the  farther  considentioa 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  io 
December  pext. 

Mr.  BRAoUBt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  «n  act,  eot'iiled 
^*An  act, providing  for  the  finial  adjustment  of 
claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Looisi- 
ana,  passed  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  ISIO,** 
reported  it  amended  $  and  the  amendmeDts  were 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whok  and 
agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  the  pEis* 
ii)Bl*T  reported  the  bill  to  t^e  House  accord- 
ingly. • 
•  On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  refiul  a  third  time  as  ametkled  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Monday,  February  25. 

The  Pbesidbnt  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  for  thfe  Department  of  War,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  Dstjooai 
armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  to- 
gether With  a  return  of  the  arms  made  and  re- 
paired at  each  during  the  year  1810,  made  ia  obe- 
dienpb  to  the  fifth  section  ef  an  «ct.  entitled  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing « 
arsenals  a^d  n^agazines,  and  for  other  P^n^^' 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  ^^'^ 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  ^^^j^l^r 
tbe  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fantf  « 

the  Senate^  to  Henry  Miller  and  others ^°^' 

lars  each,  was  read  the  second  time.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tD« 
Whole,  the  frill  for  the  benefit  of  the  »eamn  oi 
the  United  Sutes,  together  with  the  mendiot^ 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  »»«» 
after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  laLOYD,  the  farther 
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«MiffidtrMi9ii  thereof  wim  pottponed  mail  the 
Aex  t.  s€8sioD  of  Coogress. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  their  charter,  so  far  as  to  en- 
able them  to  settJe  the  accounts  of  the  bank,  for 
reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  fire  members,  to  consider  atid  report  ^bere^ 
on]  and  Messrs.  Clay,  FiiAKKLiir,  Andbrson, 
LiBiB,and  Bayard,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Mr.  QfLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  proTiding 
for  the  final  adiostment  of  claims  to  lands,  and 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  laods^  in  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,.'*  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Retohed^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *'An  act  proridinff  for  the  final  adiast* 
ment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  or  the 
public  lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana ;  and  to  repeal  the  act  passed  for  the 
tame  purpose,  and  approved  February  16, 1811." 

Mr.  SMiTH.of  Maryland, presented  the  petition 
of  William  Lorman  and  pthers,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  residents  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, stating  that  they,  together  with  several 
others,  residetat  merchants-  in  Philadelphia,  are 
sereraily  owners  of  the  ship  Fair  American  and 
Ifer  cargo,  arrived  a  few  days  since  in  the  port  of 
Baltimore  from  Calcutta,  and  that  the  said  cargo 
is  refused  entry  by  the  Collector  of  the  Customs, 
on  an  alleged  violation  of  the  act^  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  interdict  the  comfnercial.  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  diependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  praying  relief,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition ;".  which  was  read,  and 
laid  oa  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 
of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Oa  the  question..  Shall  this  bill  passi  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative^yeas  U^  nays  12, 
ai  letlowr: 

T»A»-MeMra»  Bayard,  Cky,  Gondii,  Crawfind, 
Wf  I  Goodrieh,  Lloyd,  PiokeriDg,  Pope,  Reed, 
SwiSli  of  Haiylaad,  Tail,  T«^,  and  Worthiiiffloii. 

Mats — Jiajsri.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Catts,  Franklin, 
OenBMi,  Gasgg,  Lambert,  Leib;  MathewsoDt  Baiith  of 
New  Yoifc,  Tiipier,aiid  Whitiiftde. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pafs,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  '^Aa  aat  to  authorrze  the  pay-^ 
■wot  of  eertain  eertifioaies,  eredita,  and  peaaions, 
aid  for  other  purposes.'' 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylaad,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  isolljeetOrs  of  the  porta  of 
Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia,  was  rjeoovt- 
Hitied  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
tad  report  thereon ;  and  BAessrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
iMd,BRAi>LB7,aBd  Matbiwson,  wcfc  appointed 
the  couuuittee. 

.  Tuesday,  February  26. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  bill|  entitled  <'Aq  act  for  esti^Uitbiog 
J  1th  Con.  3d  Ssss.— 12 


trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the' 
select  comniittee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  and  further  amended  the  bill,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  w^  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  author* 
ize  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the 
cootingeiit  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  Henry  Miller 
and  others,  -— -  dollars  for  extra  services  durinff 
the  present  session.  And  on  the  question^  SbaU 
this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time^ 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


WEDNfisoAT,  February  27. 
Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  es- 
tablishing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,** 
correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  Jn  a  bill  to  fix  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  the  23d  instant^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  as  Ibllows : 

MesQlvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
pav,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  thesum  of  fifty 
dollars  tq  Henry  Miller,  William  Fishbum,and 
Tobias  Simpson,  each,  ibr  extra  services  during 
the  present  session. 

Nlr.  Gbego  subtaitted  the  following  motion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di^ 
rected  to  deliver  to  Caleb  Boyle  the  portraits  of  the 
late  King^  and  Queen  of  France,  wmch  were  some 
time  since  kept  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  whidi  are 
now  in  one  ef  the  comuMttee  rooms,  to  be  kept  by  him 
until  th&  Senate  direct  otherwise ;  taking,  at  the  time  - 
of  delivery,  his  obligation  to  return  them  when  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  LtOTn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa* 
referred  the  mil  entitled  ^An  act  to  erect  a  light* 
house  on  Boon  island,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
fttts,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to 
erect  a  beacon  i^t  New  Jnlet,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at  the  en- 
trance of  theharbor  of  Edgartown,  and  to  erect 
a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,"  reported  it  with  amendments ; 
which  were  read  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accdrdingly. 

On  the  questiou.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HoBBET,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  oill  correctly 
engrossed,  and  th&bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  10th  December,  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  occupation  of  West  Flori- 
da, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the' President,  of 
the  United  Stetes  to  accept' the  service  of  a  num* 
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ber  of  yolonteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  men ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  secbnd  reading. 


ThursdaYj  February  28, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday respectinn:  the  portraits  of  the  late  King 
atd  4lueen  of  France ;  and;  on  ^he  question  to 
•gree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  S7th  December, 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Corcoral),  and  others, 
citizens  of  C^eorgtetown,  in  the  District  of  Colum* 
bia,  made  report.  Whereupon,  the  coinrailtee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subieet. 

Mr.  L«iB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  14ih  December,  last,  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  fpr  the  Department  of  War,  on 
the  discipline  of  the  milfiia  of  the  United  States, 
made  report.  Whereupon,  the  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  re- 
turn the  documents  accompanying  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  14th  December  laat, 
to  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  WoRTHiwGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Joseph  Gordon,  anti  others,  praying  an  alteration 
in  the  laws  providing  for  the  sales  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  as  mentioned  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
WoBTBiNGTON,  PoPB,  Bod  Bradlet,  the  com- 
mitt^  appointed  on  the  14lh  January  last, 

Mr.  Bradlet  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a.  bill  altering  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  -to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of 
▼olunteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand 
men,  was  read  the  second  time,  ^nd  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  And  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  in  which  they  jdesire  the- 
concurrence  ot  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  AJessage  was  received  from  the 
President  ot  th^  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Home  of 

Repreeeniativee  ^  the  UnUed  States  .- 

I  transmit,  and  recommend  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gTe8i|,  a  repoH  of  the  SecreUiy  of  8ute»  relative  to 
deficiencies  in  ;the  returns  of  the  censua. 

FaamuABT  28,  1811.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  Knd  refer- 
red to  «  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 


thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Wfliri- 
8IDB,  Tatloh,  and  Bbbnt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


Friday,  March  1. 
.  The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplemeotarf  to 
the  act}  entitled  *Ao  act  concerning  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  tod 
Q^eat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  that  it 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  there6n,  it  was  determined  ia  the 
negative. 

Mr.  QsaMAN  presented  the  memorial  of  Thoiip- 
son  and  Edgar,  and  others,  merchants  of  tbecitr 
of  New  York,  stating  that  they  are  ownenaod 
consignees  of  property  to  the  value  of  not  lets 
than  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  wbiebbas 
arrived  in  that  port  since  the  2d  of  February, 
and  that  the  collector  has  refused  to  permit  the 
said  property  to  be  entered  at  the  custom-bouse, 
on  an  alleged  violation  of  the  dob  iniercoofse 
taws;  therefore  the  memorialists  pray  relief;  ssd 
the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  CcTTa.  from  the  committee,  reported  die 
bill  autborizing  the  President  of  the  Uoiled 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  rol- 
unteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fiffy  thoostsd 
men,  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  wuresd 
the  third  time. 

Reeolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  thetitle 
thereof  be  "An  act  autborizing  the  PresideDtof 
the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  oft  bQA^ 
ber  of  volunteer  companies^*  not  exceeding  fiftf 
thousand  men." 

The  bill  alterioi^tbe  time  for  the  next  meetiof 
of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time.  Aitdoi 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlby,  to  fill  the  blanks  wiih 
the  words  "  third"  and  *'  May ;"  so  that  the  meet- 
ing be  on  the  third  Monday  of  May  next,  it  wai 
determined  in  the  negative-* yeas  10,  nays  17,  i* 
follows:  * 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Oondit,  German,  9m9» 
Lambert,  Leib,  Aaed,  Robinson*  Tait»  aMl  Vi^tt/d^ 

Nats— MeMM.  Bayard,  Campbefl,  Clay,  Fwatts, 

GaUUurd.  GUmam  Goodrich,  Horsey,  X^ji  ^^^ 
son,  Fickering,  Pope*  Smith  of  Maiylaad,  toitfcw 
New  York,  Tiorlor,  Turner,  and  Worthingtan* 

On  motion,  bylVlr.  TurnbR)  the  further  eos- 
slderatton  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  t^ 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  credentials  of  JaitKiif  WttiTBST»Bi  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Lf«gislature  of  the  Btitt 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fif^h  day  of  this  month,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file.  . 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  to-morroir  "* 
should  ask  lei^ve  to  bring  in  a  bill  fbr  the  rcliei 
of  Richard  Tervin,  WlUfam  CoU»man,  Bdwio 
Lewis,  Samuel  Minns,  and  Joseph  Wilson, ia  »* 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  following  motion,  by  Mr.  Pickxbino,  wi« 
aabmitted  for  consideration : 

Beeeked,  That  ^  iiOuBcaon  of  secrecy  o«  ^ 
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pcpen  oommnMOtttod  confldentitllj  to  Um  Senate  in 
41m  jeare .  1808  mad  180&,  relethre  to  Louiakna  uid 
Weil  Flerida,  or  my  pert  Uieieof;  so  for  es  ftu^  pe- 
pen  rcepeet  the  titie  or  eleim  of  the  United  SUtee  to 
Iheee  Territories,  be,  end  ii  hereby,  token  oft 

OOMMBRCIAL  INTERC0UIt6E. 

The  biH,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  *An  acjt  concerning  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Oreat  Britain  and  France  and  iheir  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purpoetrs ;"  was  resumed  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LLorn,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section,  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

'  "Nor  shell  any  merchindise  be  liable  to  forfeiture 
which  may  be  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
any  port  of  Great  Britain  or  h«r  dependencies,  on  or 
before  the  first  dey  Of  May  hext  ensumg ;  whieh  mer- 
diandiae  ehall  be  condosiveiy  proved,  to  the  satisfac- 
tkm  of  the  Sedretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  here  "been 
•etsally  purchased  by,  and  etdusiTely  to  belong  to,  a 
citkeii  or  dtixens  of  the  United  3tates^  prior  to  the  M 
ofFebraaiyJast;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  Eegatire— *y^8  7, 
says  19,  as  follows: 

TmAa'^Meesis.  Bajard,  Bradley,  Goodrkhy  Hemey, 
Lloyd*  Pickering,  ana  Reed* 

Nats— Meesre.  Campbell,  Cky,  Coadit,  Cuttsy 
Franklin,  GaiUard,  German,  Gilma%  Gtegg,  Lambert, 
Letb^  Pope^  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  erf 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  an^  Worthington. 

On  motbtt,  by  Mr.  PfoKBBiNe,  to  strike  oat  of 
section  two,  line  ft?e,  the  following  words : 

^And  euch  proelematien  shall  be  admitted  as  eri- 
denee,  and  no  other  evidence  ehaH  be  admitted  of  euch 
rerocatlon  or  modiftcation,  in  any  suit  or  proseeution 
which  maybe  instituted  under  this  fourth  section  of 
ibe  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement:" 

It  wma  determined  in  the  negative-*]reas  7, 
nays  SI,  as  folio wst 

Ybas — ^Meews.  Bayavd,  Bradley,  Goodrich,  tiorsey, 
Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Meesre.  Brent,  Campbell,  CUy,  Condit, 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maiyland,  Smuh  of  New  Yoik,  Tait,  f  aylor.  Turner, 
and  Worthington.  \ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  to  acid  to  the  ^nd  of 
the  biH)  the  following  words:- 

**  Nor  Oe  proceed  of  shipments  wholly  ifwmpd  by 
a  GttiiMi  or  citiseoe  of  the  United  States,  which  ship- 
aents  had  been  mode  to  Uie  British  pesseesions  in  the 
Weet  loMliee,  priov  to  the  secomd  of  February  lest,  and 
die  proceeds  whereof  may  be  imported  into  the  United 
Btatee  on  or  before  the  first  of  May  next  bnsuing." 

'It  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas  Sj 
nays,  20,  as  follows :  ' 

xxA8-«— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Lbyd,  lackering,  Reed,  and  Turner. 

NATs-^MessTS.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit,  Cutts, 
Fnnkiin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Qregg,  Lam- 
beit,  Leib,  Mithewson,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  White- 
sade,  and  Wordiington; 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BiTARO,  that  the  farther 
eonaatfention  of  the  bill  be  postponed  onttl  to- 


morrow, it  y^s  determined  ii^  the  negnti?e— yeaa 
9,  na^s  19,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs*  Bayard,  Bradley,- Gearmaa,  Goodrich* 
Honey,  'Leib^  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

N<AT»i— Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit, 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gihnan,  Lambert,  Mi^thew- 
son.  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, '  Turner,  Whiteside,  and 
Wortbiogton. 

On  the  qaestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
tii^et  it  was  deterrafned  in  the  afiSrmalive-^ 
yeas  20,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.-  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit» 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  GUman,  Lambert* 
Mathewson,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland* 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  T^lor,  Turner,  White* 
side,  and  Worthfngton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Goodrid)|  Hofeey* 
Lloyd,  and  Pickering. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  thb 
evening. 

Faidat  Evbninq,  6  e^dock. 

A  me^ge  from  the  House  of  Representatirte 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  paase4 
«  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  aotberirfng  a  loan  of 
money  for  n  sum  not  exeeediog  fi?e  oEutliobs  of 
doflars ;"  a  bilL  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tho 
iasning  of  d9benfiires  in  certain  oases;"  a  bill, 
entitkd  "An  act  fbr  the  relief  of  John  Maenaoi* 
ara  ;"  a  bill.  entitle4  "An  act  to  annex  a  part  of 
the  State  or  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  qistrict 
of  New  York ;  to  remove  the  oflBce  of  collector 
of  Niagara  to  Lewiston,  to  make  Cape  St.  Via* 
cent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and* 
Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be  called 
the  districts  of  Sandusky  and  Teche,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  of  December^  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  foOr,  'establishing 
the  fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  heafth  officer 
of  tbe  poru  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's  f  and 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  tO  extend  the  time  for 
completing  the  third  census  or  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States^'  in  which 
bUls  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  re^dinp^. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of 
a  sum  of  money  ndt  exceediiig  five  millions  of 
dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous' 
consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Lloti^i 
Phankun,  and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Th^  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  completiag  the  third  census  or  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  ihe  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.. Worth inoton,  the  bill  was 
read  t-he  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  d^^laring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Oeor- 
gim  p..^d  Ike  18th  of^D«.m^r^^^«.n4 
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eight  bmidreclaDd  four,  eslttblishiD|f  the  fees  of 
harbor  master  aod  health  officer  of  the  ports  of 
JStranoah  and  St.  MaryV'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  seeond 
time  by  uoanimotis  coQseDt,  and  referred  to  a 
tfeleet  committee  to  considet  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Lloto^  and  Bhitb  of  Mary^ 
land,  were  appointed  the  cdramittee^     ^    ;^. 

The  bill,  entitled  an  Act  to  annex  a  part  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of 
New  York  ;  to  remove  the  office  of  collector  of 
Niagrara  to  Lewiston ;  to  make  Cape  St.  Vincent} 
in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of  de- 
livery; and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and 
Kississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be  call-* 
ed  the  districts  of  Sandusky  anxl  Teche,  and  for 
ether  purposes,^'  wss  read  the  second  time  by 
upanipious  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  German,  Condit,  and  Bbadlst,  were 
appointed  the  committee.  i 

Mr.  Llqtd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  billj  entitled  ^*An  act  authorizing  a 
loaa  of  money  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
Moos  of  dollars,"  reported  the  bill  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  relief -of  John 
Ifaetiaftiara,"  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tay^ 
fjoa,  Bradlst,  aoid  Turner,  were  appointed  ih^ 
CMHintttee,  ^ 


Sati^rday,  March  2. 

The  billj  entitled  *^  An  act  authorizing  the  iesu- 
jsg  of -debentures  in  certain  cases,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
lo  consider  and  repoi*!  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Brad- 
bsr,  Leib,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
j^inted  the  committee. 

Mr.  German^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  annexe  a 

J  art  of  the  Siate  of  New  Jersey  to  tbe  collection 
istrict  Of  New  York;  tp  remove  the  office  of 
^Hector  of  Niagara  to  Lewiston :  to  make  Gape 
8u  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a 
fort  of  delivery ;  and  out  of  the^striots  of,  Mia  mi 
mud  Mississippi,  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be 
called  the  districts  of  Sandusky  and  Teehe,  and 
lor  other  purposes ;"  reported  it  without  amend- 
nent. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  coo- 
aest,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  4;ommittee  lo  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congre^  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  four,  < establishing 
the  feet  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of 
tbe  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,'"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unam'mdus  oon- 
aent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  d*  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  of  money  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  mil- 1 


lions  of  dollars,"  totfether.  wfth  tbe  ameodnMat 
reported  the««to  by  the  select  comfotttee ;  and  tkc 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presideirt 
reported  tire  bill  to  tho.House  aceordlngly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  s  drnd 
time  as  tnnended^  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  ai 
amended,  by  unaninH)us  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Macnamara,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Coia- 
mittee.of  the  Whole  j  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendment,  the  President  report^  the  billtothi 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the 
third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  ioibe 
affirmative.  The  bill  w^s  then  read  tbe  third 
time  as  amended,  by  unaoimojyis  consent,  ui 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  t&e  motion  aade]re8te^ 
day  by  Mr.  PioKfiaiNG,  that  the  injunctina  of 
secrecy  on  certain^  papers,  communicated  eoai- 
dentially  to  the  Senate,  be  taken  off;  and,  ot 
motion  by  Mr.  Bayard, 

Besolvedy  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
taken  ofi'io  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  Senate  this 
day,  on  the  resolution  of  the  first  March,  ofleisd 
by  Mr.  Piokbrino. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  tbe  original  oKKioD, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yea8^,»yt 
14,  as  follows:; 

Ybas— MeasM*  9«yard,  Gfoodiich,^ Lloyd,  fM^tt 
Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  «nd  Toiaer. 

NAV8~Me«rB.  Aadefson,  Coottti,  Cuks,  FrsnUu^ 
Oaillmrd»  tSvagv ,  Lambert,  Leib^Pope,  Rohtnaon,  9tm 
ef  Maryland,  Tait,  Whiteside,  and  WorthingtMi' 

COMMERCUL  INTERCOlTRSE. 

The  bill,  entitled  <<Aq  act  supplemenury  <^ 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  thacoinioer| 
cial  intiBrdonrse  between  the  United  Su^ioa 
Great.  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depeodeie 
cies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  twrfl 
time.  \jii  u 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlrt.  that  the  Wl  *J 
referred  to  a  select  connnittee,  for  the  V^^^J\ 
inserting  the  following  section  after  the  sww* 
section :  ^ 

**And  be  it  JuHher^madmlt  That,  ia  the  •«"*  • 
its  aMariof  to  the  Freaidslit  of  the  l^Bits^^|^"l 
the  decrees  of  Franee  have  Hot  hmtt  so  !•«<*•'  ^ 
med^^  atf  to  oease  to  violate  the  Mntral  «0B>nMrtef 
the  United  States  ftoii  and  after  the  seeefid  MJT' 
Febniary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ayid  al^^T: 
President  eTtbe  United  States  iriudl  declare  the  tn^ 
proclamation,  and  the.  said  proclamation  "hsll  1»V^ 
elusive  evidence  of  the  fact;  and  thereapon  "**2rjJ 
tion  of  this  act,  and  also  of  sndi  parts  of  the  a»^ 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  as  were  put  h^t^^J^ 
tion  by  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  leconfl 
November  last,  shall  Cease  and  determine.^ 

U  was  determined  in  the  negative— -y^*^ 

nays  20,  as  follows :  „     ^^^^ 

Yiis— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayaid,  B«^l«7»  **^ 

Gkwdrich,  Honey,  Lloyd,  Pickerings  and  Pf'^^A 

Nats— Measn.   Breftt,   Qam^D,  JJH^»  ^^^'^ 
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^•€hMa»%  €ttiBttii>  OMgv,  LftiaMt, 
Anith,  of  New  York,  Tai^  Taylor,  timier»  Wfaitendo, 

On  the  ^nestioD/  Shall  thir  bill  pass?  it  was 
determioed  in  the  affirmative— ^yeas  20,  nays  7,  as 
follows: 

TxAB — Memn,  Anderaon,  Brent,  CampbeU^  Claf, 
-Cmidit,  FranlUiii,  €Uullaid,  Gihnanr  Gregg,  hvabfiii, 
HattheWfiOQ,  Pope,  Bobtmon,  Smith  of  Mlu^laad, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,Tumer,  Whiteside, 
sad  WorduDgton. 

Nats — MeMra.  Bayard,  Biadliy,  Daaa,  Goodriok> 
Bmmjfhhjit  and  Fickeriiig. 

So  it  was  Xemtimd,  That  this  bill  ptass. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
lir*  Clat^  from  tha  cofomittee  to  whaiii  weas 
•fdctred)  QD  the  25th  February,  the  memorial  of 
tiM  atoekholdera  of  the  Baak  of  the  United  Slates, 
pray >fi|^  that  aa  aet  of  Congress  mtfirht  be  passed 
ID  eottCimie  the  corporate  powers  of  the  biuik  for 
fr  farther  period,  to  enable  it  to  settle  such  of  its^ 
eoncems  as  may  be  depending  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1811,  made  the  fdllowlng^ report: 

That  your  committee  have  duly  weighad  liM  eon- 
tents  of  Uie  memorial,  and  deliheratejiy  altetided  to  such 
•axpluiatioiis  of  the  Tiaws  of  the  memorialists  as  .they 
have  thoiu^t  proper  to  prosant  throu^  their'  ageata. 
That,  holding  the  opinion  (aa.a  BM|ierity.df  tha  com* 
aiittf>a  do)  that  the  CoastitiHtoa  did  notauthonie  Con- 
gress oripnally  to  grant  the  charter,  it  fbUoars,  aa  a 
naeeaaary  con«equ«nce  of  that  opinion,  thai  an  exten- 
mi  of  it,  even  under  tha  re8trictiona.ooatamplatedJ)y 
tjia  stockhfljdew,  ia  equally  repugnant  to  the  Constita- 
tion*  But,  if  it  were  possible  to  surmount  this  ^da- 
aaental  objectioi^  and  if  that  rule  whicJi  ibcbids,  during 
the  same  sesrion  of  the  Senate,  the  re-ftgttation'  ol  a 
proportion  once  decided,  were  disregardoa,  your  com- 
aiittee  would  still  be  at  a  loss  to  find,  any  sufficient 
leasom  fgr  prolonging  the  political  -existence  of  the 
eofporntfon  ror  the  purpose  of  winding  iip^^its  affitln. 
For,  ae  it  respects  tho  body  itself^  it  is  beliey^  that  the 
existiog  laws,  through  the  instruineatality  of  a  trust 
aropeiiy  constituted,  alTord  as  ample  means  as  a  quali- 
aed  continuance  of  the  charter  would,  for  the  Heuida-> 
tion  of  Its' accounts,  and  the  collection  and  final  aistrir 
bntion  of  its  funds>  But  should  any  inconvenience  be 
expefien'ced  on  this  subject,  the  committee  are  per- 
suaded it  wit]  be  very  partial,  and  such,  as  the  Stite 
authorities,  upon  proper  application,  would  not  lail  to 
psDvido  a  competent  remedy  for.  And,,  in  relation  to  the 
comrnonity,  if  the  corporation,  stripped  of  its  "banking 
powen^  were  to  fUfil  hana  fidt  Ae  dntjr  of  dosing  iu 
aflyn,  your  committee  cannot  see^  that  any  material 
advantage  would  be  derived*.  Whilst,  on  the  contrary, 
if  It  shonld  not  so  act,  but  should  avail  itself  of  the 
tmporary  prolongation,  in  order  to  effect  a  more  dura- 
ble extension  of  its  charter,  it  might  in  its. operations 
become  a  serious  scourge. 

Your  eommittee  are  happy  to  say  that  they  learn, 
imn  Asatisftictory  source,  that  the  apprehensions  ^hich 
wen  hidnlged,  as  to  the  distress  resulting  from  a  non- 
vsaewal  of  the  charter,  are  far  from  being  realized  in 
Philadelphia,  to  which  their  information  has  been  con- 
iinedL  u  was  long  since  obvious  that  the  vacuum^  in 
the  drcalation  of  the  country,  which  was  to  be  pro- 
-dooed  by  tha  withdrawal  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 


the  Umted  BtMas,  wmitd  be  «IM  by  papet  kiainj 
from  other  banksJ  Vhis  operation  is  now  sctoally 
going  on.  Tha  papeeof  the  Bank  of  the  UnitedStalaa 
is- rapidly  returning,  and  that  of  other  banks  is  takhif 
its  place.  ^  The  ab&ty  to  ealafg*  their  aeeommodatjoaa 
is>propprtionately  enhanced;  tod  when  it  shall  be  ftMr- 
*thtf  incrsased  by  a  r^oval  into  their  viiults  of  those 
deposites  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  iiyunous  effects  of  a  dissolution 
of  the  corporation  will  he  found  to  consist  in  aa  aoeel- 
arated  disclosure  of  the  actual  condition  of  those  whe 
have  b^  supported  by  ^  credit  of  others,  but  whose 
insolvent,  oc  tottering  situation,  known,  to  the  baair, 
has  been  concealed  fh>m  the  public  at  large. 

Your  eqmmittoe  beg  leava  to  present  the  Ibllowing 
tasolatioa: 

Re^ohed,  That  the  pv^reraf  the  memoiialistaen^ 
■et  to  b^  grahled.      .    " 

Th*  report  was  ordered  toiie  ob  the  table* 

<;LAIM  of  GENEJRAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr;  BkAM^BT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  General  James 
Wilkinson,  praying  to  be  remunerated  for  mon- 
eys dtsbttrsed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
made  the  foUowiag  report : 

Tha  ifyB  aald  WUkmson  has  eachibitad  to  thorn 
claims  against  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  af 
eleven  thousand  eig^  hundred  doUars  and  ninaiy-six 
cents.  -  It  appears  to  your,  committee,  fiom  the.  docuv 
msnts  and  prooffr  produced  by  the  petUioaer  toegulaia 
and  support  his  4:laim  against  -  the  noblic,  that,  of.  the 
«^ve  iiinl,  96,) Id  7i3  are  claimed  fbjr  his  disburse* 
ments  and  expenses  inguired  pending  Burr's  conspi* 
racy';  .$2,660  paid  fbr  a  tract  of  land  lor  the  puhlla 
service^  n6w  occupied  by  the  troof^  on  the  Missouii 
river,  near  its  mouth  ^  $l&0,  the  amount  of  his  passage 
from  Baltimore  to  Ch^destonv  when  ordered  on  extra 
duty  by  the.  President;  and  $2,131  23,  for  leasee  oi 

Eroperty  sustaineid  by  his  sudden  transfer  from  St, 
ouis,  where  ha  was  exercising  the  functionS'Of  a  civil 
magistrate,  to  the  Sabine,  for  Che  purpose  of  directing 
the  arms  of  the  nation  against  an  mvading  force  of 
the  Spaniards. 

Your  committee  have  no  hesitancy  in  saving  thi|t 
many  of  the  charges  jappeaf  to  be  legal  and  fbna^ed 
in  mHioa,  and  may  farmah  a  pibper  set  off  against  the 
balance  opposed  to  him  hy  the  Wir  Department,  and 
that  the  residue  are  entitled  ti^  equitable  consideration  ; 
bnty  from  the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  the  pressure  of 
bunness  before  the  expiration  of  the  session,  your 
committee  cannot  find  leisure  to  form  that  deliberate 
and  d^ar  judgment  on  tha  merits  of  the  several  items 
which  justice  to  the  petitioner  and  to  the  public  re- 
quire ;  they,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolu^on :  - 

Resobedt  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Gen^eral  James  Wilkinson,  together  with  the 
accompanymg  documents,  be  postponed  to  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Geniral  Wilkimm  U  Ma 
;^airman  rf  the  eowimUee  cf  iht  Semtiit, 

WAsaiireTOK,  Mardk  1,  1811. 
Sia ;  I  have  now  the  honor  to  present  to  &e  honor- 
able committee  the  claim  which  I  set  up  against  the 
United  States,  sustained  by  an  account  current,  duly 
vouched  and  explained ;  and  I  could  consdentioia^ 
add  to  this  amount  the  loliowing  sum* :      - 
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L^at  on  the  ioreed  saleofhoaMbold  gooi|8  and  fornl- 
Uire,.  at  New  Orleani,  Miy,  1807     - ,      -  $826  00 

Lort  OA  the  forced  sale  of  hoiuehold  goods 
on  my  books     -        -        -  -   ,     .-    130  00 

Lost  on  the  forced  sale  on.  a  carriage  and  pair 
of  horses.        ...       •        .      ,.        .    8^  00 


li270  00 


In  consequence  of  a  peremptory  order  to  repair  t<> 
Bichmond,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  Bnrr's  trial,  I 
iras  obliged  to  send  the  preceding  property  to  theyen- 
4oo-mapter,  where  it  Was  knocked  off  for.  what  it 
would  bring. 

Bnt  the  clamor  raised  against  incfn  saving  the  na- 
tion from  a  civil  war,  and  apholdinif  the  existing  Ad- 
»inistration  in  office^  by  the  most  meritoHous  action? 
of  my  life,  has  been  ^uch  thtft  I  have  been  hsaietofoie 
restrained  from  asking  /or  justice,  nuich  leas  «eddng 
for  liberality ;  and  now,  nothing  but  the  penury  in- 
curred in.  the  public  service,  and  my  desiVe  to  vindicate 
my  character  against  the  official  calumnies  of  iny  ene- 
mies, could  induccf  me  to  make  the*  present  appHea^ 
tion.  It  is  .potisible  th^  item  charged  againstD.  W. 
EUicott  may  have  been  adjusted  by  the  military. agent; 
l>ut  finding  the  voucher  among  my  papers,  I  have  in- 


cluded it 

Should  a  question  be  made  why  this  application  ^y«w  1^0,  and' descended  as  fait  as  Massac,  where  tlw 


should  have  been  so  lon^  BOi<tponed,  my  answer  would  ■ 
be,  that,  amidst  the  whn-fwind  of  passion  end  preju- 
dice elicited  against  me,  I  do  verity  believe,  had  Tasked 
for  bread,  I  should  have  been  oiiered  a  stone. 

The  committee  will  perceive,  fronn  the  confidential 

tenor  of  the  documents  relative  to  Colonel  's 

Tisit  to  the  city  of  Meiico,  that  they  should  not  be  ex- 
posed,- and  therefore  I  hope  they  may  be  returned  to 
me.  It  will  be  obeerred,  that  he  tendered  a  free  gift 
Of  his  toils,  hazards,  and  expenses  in  the  pubiic- ser- 
Tice ;  but,  believing  that  the  acceptance  vtouM  be  un. 
worthy  the  nation,  and  that'  the  proposition  sprung 
out  of  a  sense  of  delicacy,  opposed  to  the  Idea  that  it 
should  be  said  that  he  had  received  money  for  doing 
that  which  might  be  called  the  duty  of  a  spy ,  I  insisted 
on  his  taking  the  hare  expenses ;  and  it  was  on  the 
same  ground  of  jealousy  that  he  refused  to  give  a 
receipt. 

With  great  respect,  Ac 

JAMBS  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  SrsraiFv  H.  BbIdlit. 

lUmarkd  exphnaiory  of  the  annexed  aceounL 

The  money  paid  Job  Ruth  was  for  the  purpose  ex- 
pressed, pending  Burr's  conspuracy ;  the  distance  be- 
ingsix  hundred  miles. 

The  amount  paid  D.  W.  Ujlicott  was  for  the  trans- 
nort  of  public  property  from  Fort  Adams  to  New  Or- 
leans, to  get  it  out  of.the  way  of  the  conspicalors. 

When  BoUman  was  seized;  he  complained  that  he 
was  without  a  cent ;  and  to  prove  that  the  Govern- 
ment, while  it  protected  itself,  could  not  deal  hardly 
with  him,  I  advanced  this  sum  by  the  hands  of  Lieut. 
William  Wilson,  now  Captain  Wilson,  and  stationed 
at  Norfolk. 

The  money  paid  Ezra  Haws  needs  no  explanation. 

The  money  oaid  Reibelt  was  for  his  services,  and 
that  of  half  a  dozen  others  employed  by  him,  to  visit 
the  taverns  and  suspected  places  in  the  city,  to  see  and 
report  what  was  passing. 

The  money  paid  Girard  was  for  services  past  and 
prospective ;  he  had  been  Colonel  Burling's  interpret*  \ 


er,  on  hai  nwte  toMsa^fo;  for  theao  pafOMttta  Baa* 
mone  would  givo  me  no  credit,  althouih  he  ik>ldt  ths 
vouchen* 

,  The  payment  to  Mounet  was  for  canying  a(}vice  kv 
the  Attorney  General  i^t  Richmond  of  my  approach,jod 
various  other  witnesses  whom  I  was  directed  to  brin^ 
with  me  from  New  Orleans. 

The  payment  to  Pain  was  for  transport  of  a  part  of 
these  witnesses. 

The  payment  for  Colonel  Burling  is  explained  hj 
the  confidential  documents  suhmitted  to  the  comm|N 
tee. 

The  charge  for  extraordinary  expenses  b  explained 
by  the  oath  of  Captain  Hughes.  '^ 

The  chai^  fos  money  Umt  on  die  purchase  of  hndr 
is  deemed  a£t  Bubject  for  legislative  hounty,  became 
my  absence  on  a  distant  and  important  service  to  the 
country  caused  the  misfortune;  and  the  public  hasn- 
ceiiwd  from  another  p^son  the  legal  price  of  the  liai 

The^Jun-ge  foir  land,  ptirchased  on  the  MioMvi, 
will  be  explained  bv  an  application  to  the  War  Depoft- 
ment,  where  a  deied  for  the  land  has  been,  lodged. 

The  amount  of  sundries  deducted  i' from  3unmoai'i 
.account may  be  thus  explained  / 

The  New  Orleans  boat,  in  which  the  General  em- 
barked, was  loaded  with  shot  and  ehejle  forSt  Losiir 
and  not  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  -1866,  and  not  the 


load  was  shifted*  into  barges  to  ascend  the  MiBsin^pi. 

Tl^e  paint  and  awning  charged  for  said  boat  if  ab- 
surd; as  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  apply  in 
any  way  toliuiA  flats. 

The  transport  for  camp  equipage,  bagga^fe,  ib^ 
stores,  was  charged,  because  it  is  accbrding  to  iwigo 
immen^nal  in  the  American,,  and  all  other  trmiei; 
and  can  be  considered  no  emolument,  becauie  these 
articles  include  books,  papers,  tents,  mai^aaefl,'  and 
jnrovisions,  the  trtnsport  of  which  belongs  to  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  and  cannot  be  attended  to,  or 
provided,  for,  by  a  general  officer. 

Db.        TAc  United  States  to  Cen.  James  mikmm> 

For  sundry  disbursements  incurred  pending  Bon'a^ 

conspiracy,  ^nd  subsequent  to  that  period,  either  aa- 

pro\ided  for  by  law,  rejected  by  the  accounting  ofr 

cer,  or  improperly  diarged'  by  him  : 

1806,  Nov.  14,  To  cash  paid  Job  Ruth,  for  sending  a 
despatch  to    Governor  Claibom^  (Y. 
No.  1,)' 

Nov.  18,  To  cash  paid  for  (he  transport  of 
public  property  to  New  Orleans,  to  1>. 
W.EIUott,  (V.No.2,)-        .       \, 

Dec.  15,  To  cash  advanced  to  Brick  Boll- 
man,  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Wilson,  when  seized  and  sent  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  United  Btates.  (Y, 
No.  3,)        -        .        -        -        .     *^  . 

1807,  Jan.  16,  To  cash  paid  E^ra  Haws  for 
the  transport  of  prisoners  and  guard  from 
New  Orleans  to  Baltimore,  (V.  No.  4,) 

May  18,  To  cash  paid  M.  R.  Reibelt,  for 
secret  servi'ce        ...    ^200  00 

To  cash  paid  M,  Girard,  for  se- 
cret  service^  as  per  A.  D.  Abra- 
ham's receipt,  (V.  No.  6,)  and 
the  note  of  WiiUam  Simmons, 
per  his  printed  account  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress,  February  22, 1809 


$60  oa 


231  oa 


200  00 


550  00 


150  00 
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Mw  10,  To  eaib  p«4  Ibr  an  expreM  Mnt 
fton  Hampton  to  BkbniDnd,  on  pnbli^ 
•erriee,  dnnng  Burr'ii  trialt  to  Xoiepli 
Mooi»t»(V.  No.6,) 

JttiM  18,  To  etfk  paid  Rickaid  Pain,f»r 
conveying  witneaafrom  Hampton  Road^ 
to  Richmond,  doling  Barr*a  trial,  (V. 
No*  T,)        -        -        -        -        -        - 

To  ao  much  paid  for  the.  actual  expenaea 
of  Walter  Barling,  Esq*,  oh  a  visit  to  the 
city  of  Mexico,  on  public  and  secret  ser- 
Yice,  doriog  the  Autumn  and  Winter  of 
1806-7,  for  which  no  re<^ipt  could  be 
obtained - 

To  extraordinary  expenses  over  and  aboyo 
my  daily  ,piiy,  in  New  Orleans,  pending  - 
the  conspiracy  of  Burr,  from  the  25th  6£ 
'  NoTcmber,  1806,  to  the  94th  May,  1607, 
iuclnaive,  ISl  days,  at  $10  60  per  day, 
(aee  the  depomUon  of  Capiat  Hughes, 
No.»,)         -        -        -        -        -        - 

To  ao  m«eh  lost  on  pwchaae  of  Isind  from 
Oie  polAie  in  the  atato  of  Ohio ;  the  a«id 
lamd  being  forfeited  pending  my  opposi* 
ftion  to  the  B^aniarda  qn  the  Sabine,  and 
Borr'a  oonoHracy ;  which  land  was  af- 
terward sold  for  the  legal  price,  aa.  will 
appear  from  the  Treasoiy  books,  (see 
coitificato  D,J      -        -        .        C        . 

To  interest  on  ^1,B24  90,  from  the  day  of 
payment      -        -        -    .    ^        - ,      - 

To  so  much  paid  for  the  tract  of  land  now 
occupied  by  the  cantonment  of  the  t/oops 
on  the  Missouri  rirer,  aa  per  deed  trans- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Februa- 
ly ,  1809,  agreed  to  be  passed  to  my  credit 
Vy  the  late  Presidetit    -        -        -        •> 

To  the  amotal  of  sundiy  attielea  improp- 
esiy  charged  to  my  aceount  by  William 
Sinsmons,  accountant  of  the  War  Do- ' 
pnrtflient,  (V,  No.  8,)  -.     -  -        -     .  - 

To  the  amount  for  passage  from  Baltimore' 
to  Charleaton,  Februaryt  IBOO;  when  en- 
gnged  on  a  public  pisaion,  under  the 
ordera  of  the  President  of  the  United 
8tatea,  to  the  Captain  General  of  the 
HaTana       -        -        -        -        -        - 


80  00 


80  00 


1,760  00 


1,900  00 


?,m  00 

806  83 


2,600  00 


1,578  78 


450  00 


(Errors  excepted :) 


$11,809  96 


JAS.  WILKINSON. 

The  duu^ges  of  iour  hundred  dollaia  ehould  be  cred- 
ited by  aerricea  rendered  under  the  ordera  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  aa  I.  performed- the  transhOiomK 

The  articles  under  the  head  of  the  quartermaster'a 
deportment  are  iniquitously  charged,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  advice  of  the  military  agent,  (see  documente  A, 
B,  alld  C  ;)  from  which  it  would  appear  how  anxious- 
ly Mr.  Simmons  searchf^d^  for  this  charge ;  making  it 
even  a  condition  for  the  settlement'  of  an  account  of 
many  thousands  of  dollars.    It  will  strike  any  one, 
that  it  was  im^tfsible  the  private  horses  of  a  single 
officer  could  have  consumed  such  a  quantity  of  for- 
age,  or  that  his  fire  would  have  required  so  much 
wood.    The  foct  is  this:  a  guard  of^ifty  men  helped 
to  consume  this  fOel,  and  the  horsea  of  goera^and 
comets,  and  a  detechment  of  mifitia  dragoons,  were 
Ibonid  est  of  the  forage.  ' 

JAB.  WfLKUfSON. 


The  report  and  acoompany  tug  doeoments  i 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  6  o'clock  this  e^eu- 
ing. 

.  Saturday  Bvenimq,  6  o^clock. 

A  messncre  from  the  House  of  Repretentalire^ 
laformed.  the  Senate  that  the  l>ill,  which  had 
passed  (he  two  Houaes  of  Congress  at  the  present- 
sesaioQ,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Riehar(^' 
Tervin^  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
uel Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Churcb* 
at  Salem  Meetiog-bonse,  in  the  Mississippi  T^-^ 
ritory,'^  abd  presented  to  the  President  of  tbe^ 
Uotted  States  for  his  approbation,  has  been  re-* 
tamed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
the  following  objections : 

<•  Because  die  bill,  in  leaapring  a  oertain  pared  of 
If^d  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  s^d  Bap- 
tist Church,  comprise  a  principle  and  precedent  for 
the  apfnipriatbn  of  funds  of  the  United  State*,  for  the 
uaa  umI  support  of  jreligioua  societies,  contrary  to  the 
aniele  ofthe.Cmiatitollon  which  deitoes  thatCongrese 
shaU  make  no  kw  reapfotingafoligioua  eatahliahmeat.'^ 

And  the  House  of  Re^esedtatives,  In  wbich 
Hou^e  the  bill  ori^nated,  hare  taken  the-ques« 
tion  in  the  Coostitntiohal  way,. and  have. 

Resolved,  That  tbesaid  bill  do.not  pass. 

The  HoQse  of  Representatives  hare  passed  ft 
hill,  entitled  ^^An  actconeernioginTalid  peosioti* 
enf  a  bill,  enticed  "Ah  aet  making  further  ap^ 
prdpriatioDs  to  cotnplet^  the  fortifications  eool- 
meneed  ib?  the  security  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States;''  and  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aa 
act  for  allowing  a  reasonable  compensation  to 
the  persons^  who  have  taken  aq  account  of  the 
several  manufacturing  establishments  andmaou- 
factnres  within  the  United  States ;  in  which  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbgll  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
brins^  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin, 
William  Coleman,  EdwioLewis,  Samuel  Mima^ 
and  Joseph  Wilson;  and.  oii  motion,  bv  Mr. 
SuiTH^  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  read  the  first 
.  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent.  On  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed.    , 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  coocerninff  invalid 
pensioner*,"  was  read  the  second  time  oy  unan* 
imous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended^ 
the  President-  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
Oa  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deteroiined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

,  The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the  iortifications  commenced 
for  the  security  of  the  ports  and  harbors  Of  the 
United  States^^'  was  read  the  second  and  third 
times  by  unanimous  consent,^  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  allowing  a  rea- 
sonable coibpensatioii  to  the  p^on^who  have 
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Uken  an  account  of  tbe  seteral  mamifactiiTinfir 
-establishments  and  manufactares  within  theUnf- 
4ed  States,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
inious  consent. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned was  read  the  third  time  by  unahimous 
consent,  alkd  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  a  nvm- 
.ber  of  rnhabitants  of  the  6tate  of  Ohio,  prafinfc 

in  continuation  of  the  road  from  the  Gityot  Wash-- 
ington  to  the  Ohio  river,  (at  or  near  Wheeling, 
tn  the  State  of  Virginia,)  through  the  State  of 

'Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned therein ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  • 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 

onorning. 

ScNDAT,  March  3. 

A  meaaage  from  the  House  of  R^esentatlrea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senat^  entitled  .^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  R4obard  Terrin^  William  Cole- 
man, Eldwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mims,  and  Joseph 
WUsoo,''  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  de- 
aire  the  concuTrence  of  the  Senate ;  ttlso,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
tbe  laying  out.  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  hare  passed  a  l)ill,.entitled  ^'An  act  mak^ 
i^  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Oreat  and 
Little  Osage  nations  of  Indians^  concluded  at 
Fort  Clarke,  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eiaht,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  in^ 
crease  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  for  the  District  of  Columbia;"  in.whjck 
liills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the.  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrebce 
were  severl^ly  read  the  tfrst  and  second  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading* 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  inTalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  third  time  bb  amended. 

jReiolvea,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representathres.to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis^  Sam- 
uel Mims,  and  Joseph  Wilson,."  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  .Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCs  to  the  bil[, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  fegulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Camber- 
land,  in  tlie  State  of  Mafryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio."    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  theVein. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth 
section  of 'the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 


the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Ui»it«d  8<«ltf%* 
and  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^Att  set 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  em^h* 
lish  the  compensation  of  the  officers  eflBfrfofed 
in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  imi- 
onge,"  reported  it  without  amendment ;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wms 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  ia  December  next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Bahi- 
more^  ahd  Philadelphia,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mod* 
day  in  December  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  aala- 
ries  of  the  judges  of  the  ofrcuit  court  for  tlie 
district  of  Columbia,"  wa*  read  the  third  tioie  by 
unanimous  consent  aad  passed. 

The  bill)  entitled  "An  act  making  appropiia- 
tions  for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty^netween  tlM 
United  States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Osage 
nations  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Fort  Clarke  on 
the  10th  day  of  NoTember,  1^,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  issuing  of  debentures  in  certain  cases," 
reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  firM  Monday  in  December  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseoutiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  hare  passed 
the  biU  from  the  Senate,  enthled  "An  aet  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  sufiVage  in  the  InAiaoa'  Teum 
toiry,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendjmeots; 
in  which  they  desire  the  ooncurrenca  of  the  Sea- 
ate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An  aet 
allowing  additional  comp^nsatioa  to  the  Post> 
master  General;"  in  which. bill  they  desire  ikn 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  op  for  concurrence  was 
read ;  aad,  on  motion  hy  Mr.  Bradlet,  that  it  be 
n6w  read  a  second  time  hy  unanimous  jcoasent, 
it  was  objected  to. 

The'  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Indtaaa  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  6  o'clock  in  theeTen*' 
ing. 

SUNOAT  EVBNINO,^  6*clock. 

Remdved^  That  Messrs. ^Turner  and  Coxorr 
be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Represenutires 
may  jpin,  to  wait  oh  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him,  that,  unless  he  may  Cave 
any  further  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  therewith,  and  requeat 
the  appointment  of  a  comtnittee  on  their  part^  - 

Mr.  BaTaRD  ashtd  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JBKiTOET  OF  CONOBBSB. 


S70 


BvfieuiiM  Proc$$img^ 


liMtgfimbcrappffoprilieilt  for  ooai|iletiBg.the 
CfiiMf  and  Tor  oiher  purposes;  tmi  tde  onaai- 
nsous  coDseiM  of  tha  Seoaie  beiftf  Moessary,  it 
«PM  objaeied  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
iaibrmed  tbe  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a4iU)  entiiied  '^Aaact  to  remit  cerlaio  fines,  pen- 
allies,  and  forfehores ;"  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
for  tber  relief  of  Charles  Minifie ;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
titled ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Oolo- 
ng William  Dent  Beall:'^  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  postponed  until  the  first 
llooday  in  Deeember  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  btfl,  entitled  "An  act 
allowing  additional  compensation  to  the  Post- 
master ueaeral;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  ANosii- 


soii,  the  fortl^er  oontideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  Decenyber  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  rasolution/or  the  appointment . of  a  joint  com« 
mittee  to  wAitiopoo  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess, 
and  have  appointed  b  committee  on  their  part 

Mr.  ToANpa,  from  the  joint  committee,  re- 
ported that  they  had  waited  npoir  the  President' 
of  the  United  States,  who  informed  theni  that 
be  bad  no  fi^rther  communications  to  make  to^ 
tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  tbe  House 
of  Representativefl  that  the  Senate,  having  fip- 
ishod  the.  bosiness  before  tbem,  are  about  to  «d- 
jooro.  Wbefeupon,  tbe  PaKacaBiiT  adjotiroed^ 
tbe  Senate  withont  day.' 


PROCEEDINaS  IN  THE  SENATE, 

IN  SECRET  80B6ION,     . 

AT  THfl  thuu)  sbssion  of  the  rlbtenth  congress. 


Tbubsdat,  January  3,  18U. 
Tbe  fcUowing  confidential  Message  wits  re- 
cefr^d  from   tl^  Pbesidbnt  op   the  Uiciteo 
BrkTEBf  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary : 
7b  ike  Senate  and  U6u$e  of 

JUprteentatives  of  the  United  SUUee : 
I  oommanieste  to  Congrea,  in  confidence,  a  letter, 
oT  the  8d  of  DoBSabor,  from  OtA^aer  Foksh,  of  West 
FkndA»  to  the  Sserelafy  of  SlaU;  and  anottier,  of  the 
•MM  dste,  ^ea  the  saoie,  to  John  MeKee. 

I  iBoosDMiaieate^  in  Hke  manner,  s  letter  fr«m  the 
Briiiab  Cbaig4  d'Afii^TiS  to  the  Secretary  of  Qtate, 
witk  tbe  Mswer  of  the  latter.  Althongh  the  letter 
caanot  have  been  vritlen  in  ceoseqaenee  of  aoy  in- 
a«m«tkm  fiom  the  Bsitish  Government,  fbunlded  on  the 
Ute  order  for  taking  possession  of  tike  portiDn  of  Wast 
Florida  weU  known  to  be  claianedl^  tbe  Ubiled  States; 
smaaication  •has'' ever  bee«  ptfide  by 


at  to  this  of  any  slifolatioii  vpi^  Spain, 
raptsmpUting  an  intespoaitioa  whidh  migb  so  rtiale* 
riallj  afleet  the  United  States;  and  although  no  eSU 
caa  have  bMB  aude  by  SpSSn,  in  the  present  instance, 
he  the.liBlfilment  of  any  such  sobaisting  engagfment ; 
yet  the  spirit  and  scope  of  the  doctunei»tv  Irita  the  ao- 
cie^tod  source  from  which  it  proceeds,  leaiiirsd  that 
it  dwold  not  be  withheld  from  the  considecatioB  of 
Congress. 

^  Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  these  se^veral  jcommu- 
iMCiatSetta,  the  postare  of  things  with  which  they  are 
connoeUdy  the  mCimate  relation  of  the  country  adjoin* 
ing  the  United  States,  eastward  of  ^e  river  Perdido, 
to  their  sseartty  and  timnqoiUity,  and  the  peculiar  in- . 
'^  Ikfy  otherwise  have  io  its  destiBy,  I  recoannend 


tatbeoonsideimtion  of  Uongvsss^  tbe  seasonaUenMs  of 
a  dedaraliQn  that  (he  United  States  oevld  not  see^ 
without  serious  inquietads,  any  part  of  a  neighbori&g 
territory,  in  whiab  they  hate,  in  diffnrent  rsspects,  m 
dee^  and  so  just  a  conoem,  pass  from  the  hands  dT 
Spain  into  those  of  any  other  foreign  Power. 

I  recommend  to,  their  consideration,  also,  the  expe- 
diency of  authorising  the  Executive  to  take  temporary 
possession  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  said  territory,  in 
pmaaanee  of  arrangements  whieh  may  be  desired  by 
the  Spanish  anthoritisB;  ai|d  for- making  provisioiw  Ibr 
the  govemment  of  the'  same,  daring  such  possession. 

T^e  wiidom  of  Cooffress  wiU,  at  the  same  tfane,  de- 
termine how  fu  it  may  be  expedientr  to  povide  for  the 
event  of  a  subversion  of  the  Spanish  authorities  withtii 
the  territory  in  qnestioo,  and  an  -  apprehended  ooca- 
pancy  thereof  by  any  other  foreign  Power. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WAsaivoToir,  January  3,  1811. 

The  ^f  essage  was  read. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  Clay, 

Reealvedy  That  the  Message  from  ihe  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  this  day,  which  has  betii 
just  read,  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  leate 
to  report  by  bill  or'otberwise. 

Mr.  (^i/AT^  Mr.  CaAwvonn,  Mr.'  BradlbY)  Mr. 
Smitb,  of  Marylaid;  and  Mr.  AnoEEsoir,  ware 
appointed  the  comaittet. 

MoNOAr,  January  7. 
Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee,  appointed  the 
3d  instant,  on  the  confidential  ^Message  of  the 
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Pr«tident  of  the  Uttiied  States,  repofteil  a  deck- 1     Y»a§— :Me«w^  AhdenontBayaH^Btvut, CunpbiH, 
ration  and  bill  to  enable  the' President  of  tbe  ,C«ndjt,  Crawfoi^,  FrenjUin^Gorwaii,  Orere 


United  8tati^s  to  take  possension  of  the  country 
lying  east  of  the  Perdido,  and  sooth  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  MUsissippi  Tencitqry,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  were  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  AndbrsoiI,  that  the  bin  be 
now  read  the  second  time;  it  was  o|;ijected  to^  as 
against  the  role.     .  ^ 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  CitAWFORD,  that  the  Seere^ 
tary  furnish  each  Senator,  requiring  it,  with  a 
manuscript  copy  of  the  said  bill,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yejlm — Mesar^  Bajird,  CbampliB,  Crawibrd,  Dsna, 
.  FrMiklin,  Goodrich,  Hoisey,  Lsmbeit,  I Joyd,  PioMr- 
iag.  Reed,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Tait,  «nd  WbiteMde. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campi- 
bell,  Clay,  Condit,  Cntti,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman, 
Gregg,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Robinson,  Sinith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  Taylor.  .      ' 

Mr.  3ATARn  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration :  »  . 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretory  of  the  Senate  be  in- 
stracted  to  cause  to  be  printed  one  copy  for  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  of  ihe  bill  and  declaration  thkt  day 
reported  to  the  Senate  by  their  select  pommittee ;  and 
to  adqpt  such  measures  as  will  insure  the  same  being 
printed  without  danger  of  the  secret  proceedings,  of  the 
Senate^  on  the  subject,  being  discldsed. 

On  the  question  to  agree'  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  aegative^— yeas  7,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Champlin,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
sey, Lloyd»  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats— Messrs.  And^rsdn,  Bradleyv  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, Clay,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Dana,  Franklin, 
GaiU^ird,^  German,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Mathewson,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of. 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Whiteside. 

Tuesday,  January  8.  t  • 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Untied 
States  lo  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east 
of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr,  Clay,  it  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BayaRd,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  of  the  fir^t  section  thereof  the. 
words,  "In  the.  event  of  such  arrangement  for 
tha^  purpose  as  shall  have  been  maJe  with  the 
local  authority  which  may  then  exist ;"  and,  in 
lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  words,  "  in  case  an  ar- 
rangemei\t  has  been  or  shall  be  made  with  the 
local  authority  of  the  said  terciiory  for  delivering 
up  the  possession '  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States:"  - 

On  motloa,  by  Mr.  Qilmak,  a  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for;  and  the  question  being 
put  on  striking  out,  it  was'  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  inserting 
the.profK>sed  amendment,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  12,.as  follows : 


Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Pickering,  Pope,  B«od«  8adlh  ef 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tmit,  Taylor,  sad 
Worthington.        ... 

Nats — Messrs..  Bradley,  Champliii,  Clay,  Giitt% 
Dana,  Gaillard,  Gilmsn,  Gooddcb,  Horaey,  Leib,  Rob- 
inson, and  Whiteside. 

On  motion,^^3r  Mr.  BayIrp,  fanl^er  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  of  the  &rst  section  thereof 
the  words,  "Or  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to 
occupy  the  said  territory  by  any  foreign  Govcra- 
meat,"  it.  was  determined  jn  the  negative — yeas 
ll,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  bayard,  Bradley,  phaaipUn,  Ihrn, 
Franklin,  Goodrich*  Horsey,  Lambert,  Lkiyd,  Piekcp 
ing,  and  Reed. 

NiTB^-Messrs.  Anderson^  Brent,  Campbell,  Cla/r 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman, 
Gregg,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maiylts^ 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  aod 
IVorthingtbn. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  by  insertion, 
after  fhe  word  "  enacted,"  the  words,  "Thatii 
case  possession  of  the  territory  aforesaid  shall  be 
obtained  by  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid.** 


WednebdaY;  Janaary  9. 

The  8enate  resumed,  as  in  Comupttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  tfie  take  possession  of  the  territorf 
lying  east  of  the  Perciido,  and  ^outh  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes*.  - 

Mr,  Lloyd  presented  tbe  osths,  or  affidajit^ 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  Saanuel  TurDer,jaa.i 
John  G.  McDonald,  and  Lewis  H.  MacheD,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  r  espectiv^edatiest* 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  v  which  we4'e  readies  follows: 

I,3amuel  Turner,  jnn^  do  solemnly  swear,  thstj 
win,  with  fidelity,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  pc^^ 
the  duties  that  may  be  assigned  to  me  at  a  dsrk  isthj 
office  of  the  Secretary  «f  the  Senate  df  the  Vtt^ 
States;  an4  that  I  wiU,  faithfully  and  invieltfily* k«ep 
secret'all  the  confidential  basinen  of  the  Seasiass^ 
I  may  be  specially  absolved  therofrora. 

SAMUEL  TURNERJs- 
DisTniCT  er  GoLintBtA, 

County  cf  ^^Mngton. 

On  the  ath  day  of  January,  Wll,  Samnsl  Toniej 
came  beibca  the  snbecriber,  one  of  the  United  Slst^ 
justices  of  4he  peace  for  thecoubty,  and  made  esu  ^ 
the  truth  of  the  aboye  statement.  ^^ 

JOHN  OTf  . 

I,  John  O.  McDoiiald,  do  solemnly  sweaiv  d»st  * 
will,  with  fidelity'  and  to  the  best  of  my  abili^» J'^ 
form  the  duties  that  may  be  assigned  to  me  si  *  ««2 
in.  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  the  ^^^ 
States ;  and  that  I  wUl,  faidifully  and  inviolaWy,  s««F 
secret  all  tbe  confidential  business  of  ihe  Senate,  \iJ^^ 
I  may  be  specially  absolred  therefrom.         « . , « 

JOHN  G.  McDonald. 

Sworn  to  andstfbscribedbefqre  me,  this  9^^*5^ 
January,  1811.        SAMUEL  N.  SMAJJ-VVOOl^ 
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I,  Lewis  H.  M«clieii,  do  sotemnly  swear,  Uiat  I  will,  L 
wUh  fiMUy,  and  to  the  bett  of  my  ability,  perfontt  the 
d«t»M  tiMt  may  be  aMgned  to  me  as  a  clerk  in  the 
office  oC  the  ^ecretaiy  of  the  Senator  aad  that  I  will, 
&itbfally  and  inviolably,  keep  secret  all  the  confiden- 
tial business  of  the  Senate,  «nta  I  may  be  specially 

absolved  th«i«|rom.  ^  _^ 

LEWIS  H.  MACHEN. 


Sworn  to  and  snbs^bed  before  me,  this  ^h  day  of 
Juraary,  1811. 

8AML.  N.  8MALLWOOD,  J.  P. 

WhereopoD,  t)n  motiort  by  Mr.  Lloyp, 
Jie$olved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
,  authorized  to  employ  the  clerks  in  his  office,  who 
bare  suhseribed  and  tftken  the  oath,  the  form  of 
which  has  been  read  to  the  Senatej  io  traoseribin^ 
OT  other wise^rraDgii^  the  business  confidentially 
eotnmanicated  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  tbe.fifst  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the 
words,  ^iw  any  part  thereof,''  between  the  words 
**saroe"and"to.» 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  ClXt,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  hill,  by  striking  out  all  the  word!^  in 
the  seeoad  aeeliOD;  precedtni^  the  wor^,  "aiid  he 
may  ibr,  dbe.}"  ako,  by  strikin|f  out  of  the  same 
stetion  the  words,  "of  the  said  detacbtnent.  and.'' 
On  motion,  bf  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  agreed  further 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  o\it  of  the  third  sec- 
tion the  words,  "for  paying  and  subsisting  such 
part  of  the  detachment  as  may  be  required  for 
aetaaL  service,  and;"  also,  the  word  "other,",  be- 
tween the  words  "such"  and  *' expenses  j"  also^ 
By  Inserting  after  the  words  "  necessary  fbr,"  the 
words,  "  obtaining  possession  as  afbresaid,  and ;" 
and,  also,  by  striking  out  the  words,  >'and  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  by.  Mr.  Ci*ay,  U  was  agreed  farther 
to  ameDd  the  bill,  by  adding  to  tne  first  section 
the  reoMinder  of  the  original  second  seiriton ;  and 
by  adopting  the  Qriainal  third  and  fourth  sections, 
as  the  secofad  and  third  sections  of  the  bill ;  and 
haTing  gone  throiigti  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  aeqordingly. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Fba^kliN)  furt);ier  to  amend^ 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  of  the  .first  section  the 
words,  "or  in  the  e?eai  of  the  attempt  to  occupy 
the  said  territory,  or  any  t>art  thereof,  by  any 
foreign  Government,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
Begatire— yeas  10,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Yba*— Mesan,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Ohamplhi,  Fruik* 
lin,  CK>odri€h,  Horaey,  Lambert,  Lbyd,  Pickering,  and 
Seed. 

Natb — Messrs.  Anddrson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Crawfiifd,^  Cott^  OaiUard,  German,  Gihnan,  Gregg, 
Leib,  Mathewion,  P^tpe,  Robinson^6inith  of  Marylandr 
SDiith  of  Nenj  Yoik,  Tfait,  Tayloi',  and  Whiteside. 

Oa  the  question.  ^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
aad  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?"  it  was  de- 
tarmioed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  mpcion,  by  Mr.  CharI^un,  that  the  injunc- 
tiaa  of  secrecy  respecting  the  bill  be  taken  off, 
and  that  the  farther  discnssion  thereof  be  with 
opea  daors^  it  was  determined  in  the  negatif  e>^ 
jreaa  6,  laya  24,  as  follows : 


TsAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Ghamptin,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
sey, Lloyd,  and  Pickering. 

Nats — Messrs*  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Camp- 
beH,  Clay,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin,  Gailkrd,  Ger- 
man, Qtifoan,Oregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  ^a^hewson,  Pope» 
Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait»  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  WoMhington. 

Mr.  ANnERson  submitted  the  foHowing  mo- 
tion : 

Raohed,  That  the  subject-matter  of  the  bill^  enti- 
tled **  An  a<^  to  enable  the  President  of  the  fJnited 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  country  laying  east  of 
the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
MlasiaBippi  Teniti^,  and  fcr  other  purposes,''  be  kept 
inviolably  secret  by  the  menhers  of  the  Senate,  until 
the  Senate  shaU,  by  their  resolntion,  take  off  the  in- 
junctienofseere^. 

Which  was  read,;  and  on  the  question  to  agree 
thexeto,  ft  was,  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  20,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

YBAS-^Messrs.  Anderson,  dra^ejr,  Brent,  day, 
Crawibrd,  Outti^  PfanhUn,  GaUlard,  Gilman,  Oregg, 
Lambert^  Leib,  Pope,  lleed,  Robmson,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Xait,  Taylor,  Whiteaide,  and  WorthingioB. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Champiiiit  Dana,  Goodcish^ 
Lloyd,  and  Piokering, 

Mr.  CuTTS^  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  last  menti^ed,  correctly  engrossed. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  Mr.  Cutts,  two  members  of  that  body,  with 
the  foliowjfig  resolution,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

Coveaass  ov  thx  Uirixxo  Ststbs, 
M  Bmde  '4>f  Rtpn$miiaUv€$,  Jan.  %,  1811.^ 

Taking  into  view  the  present  state  of  the  w<Mrld,  the 
peculiar  situation  of  Spain  and  of  the  American  pro* 
vinoes,  and  the  intimate  relation  of  the  territory  east- 
ward of  the  river  Perdido«  a<|[)oining  the  United  States, 
to  their  security  and  tranqoUlitv : .  Therefore, 

Reaoivddf  by  the  Senate  tmi  House  €f'  RepruenU 
atSva  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  CongreM 
assembled^  That  the  United  States  caniv>t  see,  with 
indifference,  any  part  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  adjoin* 
ing  the  sa;d  States*  eastwaid  of  the  rtver  Perdidb,  p«ss 
from  the  hands  of  Bpain  into  those  of  any  other  Ibreiga 
Power. 

The  resolution  was  rea^,  ani)  passed  to  a  second 
readings 


TBURsnAY^  January  10. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  coilniry  lying  east 
of  the  Perdido,  add  south  of  the  Slate  of  Oeqrgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  J^ur- 
po^es,  was  read  the  third  time^  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Clay,  to  fill  the  bhink  with  th6  words 
^^  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;'' 

On  the  question  to  asree  thereto,  the  Senate 
being  equally  di? ided«  wr  President  determined 
the  queetion  in  the  affirmatrve. 

On  the  ouestioU)  ^  Shall  this  bill  pass^as  amend- 
ed 1''  it  Was  determined  ih  the  afflrmative-^yeaa 
23,  nays  7,  as  follows^ 

Yka»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell^ 
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Olf  J,  Oondft,  Crawford^  0«tti,  PrMiUiiirO«lUftrd,Gil- 
mukr  Ote.ggi  Ltmbert,  Leib,  Mathewwn,  Pops,  Robin- 
•OD,  Smith  of  Marjiand.  Smith  of  New  iTork,  Tatt, 
Tiylpr,  Whitojiide,  and  WorthingUm. 

Nays— Mesars.  Bayard,  ChampUn,  OoQdtieh»  Hoi> 
sty,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

On  iii<>tioo,  by  Mr.  CL^r,  it  w«&  agreed  tar 
amend  the  title  of  the  bitL,  by  ia^rting  the  wt>r4 
-"  river,"  before  the  word  "Perdido;"  and  after 
the  word  '* States/'  by  inserting  the  words  '^  under 
certain  contingencies." 

So  it  was  Ee$oUoed^  That  ibis  bill  do  paas,  an^ 
that  t^  ti4le  thereof  be  ^  Aa  aei  to  enable  rh^ 
Freeident  of  Jhe  United  States,  uader  oertala  ooii- 
tiBfeneies)  to  tak^  poaetsidn  of  tbe  coiMitry  lyiDg 
•east  of  theriv«r  Periido^  and  soiilli  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory^  and  for 
othei  purposes." 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Clav, 

RescHtedy  That  a  committfe  of  two  be  ap- 
poialed  to  eftrry  tike  aaid  bill  ter  the  Hooee  of  Jlep- 
reseaUtiTea,  and  ask  their  eoneurreaoe  therein. 

Ordered^  That  Bfe/OuiT  and  Mr.  Bayabo  be 
the  commtttie.^ 

Mr.  Clat  rqiorted  that  the  comiaittee  h%d  peY-^ 
fbrmed  the  service  assigned  them. 

The  following  confldenM&l  Me^^afe  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  PrdbideHt  op  tb&  United  Stateq, 
by  Mr.  Coles,  tus  Secretary : 

To  the  Senait  and  Botue  <(f 

Bepreamtativeit  of.tht  UnUed  SHattt  .- 

I  communicate  to  Cpng^vts,  in  eonfidepios.  the  ttaas- 
lation  of  a  letter  from  Louis  de  Onis  to  the  Captain 
<]lenerat  of  <!!Jarteeas< 

Theteadescy  of  misreprasentations  aadsugyestions, 
wbtcht  it  may  it  inferred  ftqm  this  speeimeBy  enter 
tale  naore  important  ebrrespoadeiioes  6f  the  writer,  to 
pmnote,  in  iofeign  eouncUa,  At  a  critical  period,  views 
advflffse  to  the  ptoace  and  to  the  best  interests  of  our 
•country,  rendsis  the  contents  of  the  letter  <tf  suftci^nt 
flHUBcnt.ie  be  made  knewm  to  the  Legislalurs. 

JAMBS  Mi^mSOK. 

JAnfiar  le,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letter  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  and  refierred  to  a  select  cemcntttee,  to 
•consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bayard,  Ms.  Gaawpord^ 
and  Mr.  Clay,  be  the  committee. 

The  resolution  yesterday  received,  confiden- 
tially, by  message,  irom  the- House  of  Represent- 
«tiveS|Wa8  read  the  second  time;  and.  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Cbawtord,  it  was  referred  to.  a  select 
•committee,  to  consider  and  reporl  thereon  i  and 
Mr.  Anderbon,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Clay,  Mr* 
BluDiiEY,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed,  th*e  committee.' 

Mr.  Champlin  submitted  the  folio wiu^ motion 
Cor  eonsideration :  , 

JUmdved,  That  the  President  of  the  Ujiited  Slates 
tM  requested  to  cause  tp  be  laid  belbre  theSenalit  such 
«o«Biunieations  as  may  have  been  made  to  him  by 
Louis  de  Onis/in  relatioQ  to  his  having  been  appdatcd 
■a  special  Minister  to  the  United  States  by  the  SofieBe 
Oentral  Junta  of  S^ian. 


Frida^y,  Janaarf  IL 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterdajr  hf  Uf 
CaAMPUis.  was  resumed ;  and,  on  his  motiea.  it 
was  agreed  to  amend  the  reatoiution^  as  fbllows: 

Beaohedf  ^at  the  Pmsident.  of  ^e  United  Statei 
be  request^  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  sad 
communications  as  may  have  been  made  to  hhn  by 
Loais.de  Onis,  in  relatidn  to  hi*  having  l>een  appointed 
a  spestal  Minister  to  the  United  States  bj  IheSapnaM 
Central  Jupta.of  Spain;  and,  also,  in  xegerd  te  lbs 
vpartlpuiar  eliject  of  his  iq^pointmeiitU 

On  the  question  to  ai^ree:  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeaa  9,  nacys  18,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YaASf<'Messnk  Bayard,  Champlin,  ]>aiia,  Goodiick. 
Hursey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Beed,  and  Wortfaiagtea. 

NAXs^-Mesars.  Anderson,  Brent*  Claj,  Condit, 
Orawfprd,  Qutts,  Pranklm,  tiaillard,  German,  Gilnta^ 
Gregg,  J^ambert;  Leib,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  d 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Whitemde. 

Mr.AvDi^goif^  from  the  comn^itiee  appokrtsd 
'on  the  subject, reported ^the  confidential resolutioi 
from  the  House  of  Repraeentntives,  with  tfaeW- 
lowing  amendment: 

Strike  out  aU  the  words  after  tbe  wotdM  tfae,"  tint 
mepftionad  in  theSrst  line  of  the  reaQhition,to  ttosei 
thereof,  and. in  lieu  thereei^  insert  ^peculiar  situate 
of  Spsin  and  of  her.  Aaiencan  provinces ;  tmi  otoitfv- 
ing  the  iaflusnce  whidi  the  destiny  <Mf  tlie  toorinqr  a^ 
joining  the  southern  border  of  the  tJnited  Statei  naf 
have  upon  their  secuii^y,  tranquillity,  and  osmveM- 
Therefore, 

Be$ohedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JUfftm^ 
tivee  of  the  Vhiied  Statee  of  America  in  Congrtu 
aieenihledy  That  the  United  States,  UQder  the  peraliar 
drc^mstan?^  of  the  existing  crisis,  cannot,  widioot 
serious  inquietude,  see  any  part  of  the  said  territory 
-pass  into  the  hands  of  any  fiweign  Power;  and  that  a 
due'iegard  to  their  own  saifety  compels  them  to  ptv 
vide,  tmder  certain  contingencies,  for  the  teaipacaif 
-oeoapatton  of  the  said  toAitory ;  they,  at  the  sasMtiiBa* 
dselare  that  the  ssid  tendtory  shall,,  in  ihmr  hsodi,  rr- 
main  sul^ect  to  a  ^ture  negotiation. 

Whiohreport  was  read,  and  considered  »  ^ 
Committee  of  the  Wjiole;  and,  on  rootiofl  to 
adopt  the  report,  a  division  of  the  questioo  ^ 
called  for  by  Mr.DANA,*aBd  the  question  loalriM 
out  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed ;  and  the  President  reported  the  resolution  to 
the  House  accordingly. '  . 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  third 
reading,  ue  «m»bded. 

Satuhoay,  Januvy  1^* 
-Mr.  CptTe,  from  the  commiuee^  reported  tbM 

amendment  to  the  confidential  resolution  fron 

the  HouseofRepreBentatives,  correctly  eogroaacd; 

and  the  resolution  wa$  read  the  third  tii»«,  •• 

amended. 
On  the  question,  "  Shall  this- resolution  !»•»»•* 

amended  ?"  it  was  determined  .in  the  affirmaUTfr-" 

yeas  23,  nays  6,.as  follows: 
YaA«— Messn.    Pradl^,  Brent,   GsnpkeU,  OJa^ 

Condit»  Crawlbrd,  Cults,  Franklin,  Osillard,  ^'•'^ 

Gihnan,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewso%  Pop^  ^'^ 
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TmIot,  Whiteside,  and  WorthinftoB. 

Nats— MaMce.  rAafapKn,  Dm,  Goodridi,  Uoyd, 
Pickenag,  and  Reed* 

Oo  motkMi.  bf  Mr.  Wo«Tflm«Tcmj 
Be^olved,  That  a  cooMnittee  of  two  baappolnt- 

ad  to  oarqr  ^  taid  reaoiation^aQd  afaeadnMUt  to 

the  Home  of  RepreRoi|itiyes,  mod  aak  their  ebii- 

oorraiiee  UMreja.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Fiotnm^ 

ke  the  eominitcce. 


Monday,  Jaaaary  i4. 

Mr.  OuLY,  fion  the  •eoaimittef^  fepened  that 
A^  had  perCbroMd  the  dftties  asaigoed  thtvi  ob 
fiacof  day  kat. 

The  KitiowtQe  e^aHdential  mcfaaafe  waa  re- 
•eiiKd  froan  the  Hoaae  of  Repneserfttttv^  by  Mr. 
MoNTQoiiBRY  aad  }!fr.  Millsr,  two  membera  of 
that  body: 

Mr.  Ptaaianrr:  The  Moaae  of  RapteaeotatiTea 
^gree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  ihe^  fMhh> 
tion  making  a  declaration  with  reipect  to  our  fi^athMn 
frontier. 

Thej  coDcar  m  the  bin,  entitled  <"  An  act  to  enable 
Ae  Preaident  of  the  United  State*,  under  certain  con*- 
thigcndea,  to  take  poneaeion  of  the  country  lying  eait 
of  the  riTer  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Miasissippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purpoaes." 

Mr.  Cotts,  from  the  committee^  reported  that 
they  this  day  eiamioed,  and  fopnd  duly.eDrolied, 
the.  bill  and  reaolotiod  last  meatiened. 

TuBSDAY,  Jandary  15. 

The  followioff  confidential  messaire  was  re- 
eeired  from  the  Hoase  of  Repreaeotatives,  by  Mr. 
MoKTOOHERY  and  Mr*  Miller,  two  raembera  of 
diat  body: 

Mr.  Pre8ii)riit:  The  Speaker  of  the  Ronae  of 
RepreeenUtires  baviDg  signed  an  enroHed  bill^ 
aod  an  enrolled  resolution,  we  are  directed  ^o 
bring  them  to  the  Senale  for  the  ligoature  of 
their  Preaident. 

The  PaaaiDRiiT  signed  the  enrolled  bill  and  resr 
olatioo  last  reported  to  hare  been  examined;  and. 
thay  were  delirered  to  the  committee,  Co  be  laid 
bafore  the  President  of  the  United  atates. 

.Friday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Ctrrra,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  did,  oo  the  15th  instant,  lay  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  the  enrolled  bill,  entitled' 
"  An  act  to-  enable  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
States,  under  certain  contingencies,  to  take  poa- 


of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  rirer  Per^ 
dido,  and  soath  of  the  State  of  Georgia  apd  the 
Misaissippi  Terrrt6ry,  and  for  other  .purpoaes  f 
aho,  the  resolution  making  a^  declaration  with 
respect  to  oar  Southern  frontier. 

The  following  confidential  message  was  re- 
cetYed  from  the  House  of  Representalires,  by  Mr. 
MoirroaiiBRY  and  Mr.  Qray,  two  members  of 
tkftlbody: 


Ml*.  Prebidbnt:  The  President  of  the  United 
States  hath  notified  the  Hoose  of  Representatires 
that  be  did,  on  the  ]5(h  instant,  approve  attd  sigti 
the  eiwolledresolation,  making  a  detlamtion  with 
respect  to  our  Southern  frontier. 

T^  foHowiog  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  PaasiDBwr  of  thb  Unitbo 
STATse: 

Mr.  Pmnronrr :  The  President  of  ^a  United  States 
^,  on^e  10th  instmt,  approve  and  sign  "An  act  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  certain 
oantiDgenciea,  to  take  poaseasion  x>f  the  country  Ijing 
east  Of  tfia  titer  Per^i'ki,  and  aonth  of  the  Seato  of 


Oaorgia  Mid  the  Masiaaippi  Tnriloty,  aad  ht 


Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  commdnicate  the 
same  to  the  Hotise  of  Represeatattves,  coafidea* 
tiaUy, 


SoNOAY,  Marah  3. 

Mr.  Olay  aabmttied  the  fotlawiog  motion  for 
ooasideratlon : 

Reeohed,  by  ike  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rqptteenie^' 
tivee  of  the  United  Siatee  of  Aiheriea  in  Congreee 
aeeemSiedi  That  the  art,  paased  daring  the  present  sea- 
aion  of  Congreas,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States^  under  certain  contingenciea, 
to  take  poasession  of  the  country  lyiug  ea^t  of  £e  river 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the 
declaration  accompanying  the  same>  be  not  printed  or 

gubliahed,  unless  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  any  Ifw  or  usage  to  the  contrary  nOtwith- 
atanding. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Clay,  the  resolution  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  ^he  question,  **  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed and  reard  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter* 
tpioed  in  the'affirmative. 

Mr.  Cotts,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
resolution  last  mentioned,  correctly  engrossed; 
aod  the  resolution. was  ^ead  the  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent;  and 

Reaolvedy  That  this  resolution  do  pass. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.ToRN^R^ 

Reeolced,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  ask  their  concurrenoe 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turker  and  Mr.  Sjarra, 
of  Maryland,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  ToRNBR,  from  the  committee,  reported  thai 
they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives^  by  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  Mr.  Moorb,  two  members  of  that  body,  as 
follows: 

Mr.PaBaiDBirr^  The  Hotise  of  Representatives 
have  passed  the  confidential  resolution  sent  from 
the  Senate,  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
the  coocurrenoe  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
Dtents  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  said 
resolution.    And 

Betolped,  That  tbey  do  concur  therein. 
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On  moiiofi,  by  Mr.  GaUiLar^ 

Mesolved^  That  a  coinmiuee  of  two  b«  appoint- 
ed to  inforin  the  House  of  RepreseDlatlves  ti^at 
the  Senate  have  concurred  Mi  tbe  said  amend* 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wqrvhinotoh  ,  aa4  Mr. 
Batard  be  the  eomaiittee.         .       , 

Mr.  Bayabd,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from!  tbe  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  ezaihined,  and  found  duly  enro]led,'the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  (Concerning  tbe  act  toeaable 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  obtain 
contingencies,  so  take  g^s^ession  of  tha  country 
lying  east  of  the  ri?er  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  and  Ifae  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes^  and  the  declaration  ac^m- 
panying  the  same." 

A  confidential  message  was  r^ceired  from-  the 
House  of  Representatiires,  by  Mr.  MontqonlsrT' 
and  Mr.  Moorb,  two  laembers  of  that  body : 

Mr.  Prbsidbnt:  The  Speaker  6/  the  House  of 
Representatives  bavjng  signed  lui  empUed  btU, 


we  are  directed  to  brtiig  it  to  the  Benate  for  tits 
signature  of  their  President. 

The  Prrbipbnt  signed  the  enrolhed  bill,  last  re- 
ported to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committed,  to  be  laid  before  tke 
President  of  the  United  States. 

l^r.  .CuTTS,  fren  (he  committee^  reported  tbtt 
they  this  day  laid  before  the  Ptesideut  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  confideiitial  bill  lait 
mentioned. 

A  confidential  Message  was  rec^ved  from  iIm 
Pr£8idbnt  or  TBB  Unitbo  States,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Pbxsibbvt  :  The  PjesMentof  the  United  Sttta 
this  day  approved  slid  signed  the  confidentisl  btllteati* 
tied  <  An  act  ooodemiDg  an'  act  to  enable  the  fnm- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  under  certain  ^mtingeodai, 
to  take  .possession  of  the.  countiy  Ijiag  east  of  ti^s  rim 
Per^doy  and  mMlk  of  the  State  of  Georgia  sad  the 
Mississippi  Tertitorj,  and  for  other  pnrpoees,  sad  the 
dedaration  aceompanjlng  the  same». '    - 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cutts  and  Mr.  CAimiu 
be  a  committee  to  notify  the  Houae  of  RepreieBt- 
ativee  thereof,.' 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  TEK  THIBD  8E8(nOK  OF  THB  ELBYEJTTH  CONaRBSS,  BEGUN  At  THE  CITY  OT 

WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  8,  1810.  . 


Monday,  Deceniber  3, 1810. 

This  h^og  the  day  appointed  by  tbeConsli- 
tatioo  (or  the  meeting  of  Cooffre$s,  the  following 
members  of  the  House  of  Represeaiatives  ap-' 
peared,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

J^ifi  New  Hampshire — Jamet  Wfl^n. 

From  JfoMacAtisef/#— Biekiel  Bacon,  William  Ely, 
and  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Speaker, 

From  Vermani — Samuel  Shaw. 

From  C&aneeHm$t — ISpaphrodttos  Champbn,  John' 
Davenport,  jr.,  Jonathan.  O.  itoseley,  TiAioUiy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

JFVesi  Hew  1Mb— James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fi^, 
lUbert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  -  Erastas  Root,  Thomas 
SaflBOMmst  John  Thompson,  Uii  Tracy,  and  KiWan 
X.  Van  Reassslacr. 

Fiom  ikw  JerHy-^-AAua^  Boyd,  Ja^  A|%>  and 
Henry  Sonthard; 

From  Pemisy/eaffua— William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  William 
Findley,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaren  Lyle,  William  MUnor, 
John  Bea,  Matthias  Richards,  Adapi  Seybert,,  John 
SmiUe,  George  Smith,  Sami|el  Smithy  and  Robert 
Whitehm. 

From  Maryland— ^hxAei^  Goldsborongb,  Aletan- 
der  McKim,  Philip  B.  Key,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  John 
Mentgofmaij,  and  Nicholas  R.  Moor^* 

From  Fir^»fH«— James  Bredcenridge,  WilHsm  A. 
Barwell^  Matthew  Clay,  John  Bawson,  Dayid  S^  Gar- 
laad,  Thaiaas  Gholson,  Petersen  Goodwyn^  Joseph 
Lewie,' jr.,  Thomas  Newton,  Jeha  Roaney  and  James 


North  Carolina — Wll]ia.Alstiim»  jr.,  James 
Codncaa*  James  Holland,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Arehibald  M^Bryde,  Joseph  Pearson,  Richard 
Stanford,  and  John  SUnley. 

From  South  Corolmit-^Lemael  J.  Alston,. William 
Botler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Taylor, 
tad  Robert  Witherspbon. 

Frcwn  Oeoreior-Yli^vn,  W,  Bibb,  Howell  Cobb, 
and  George  M.  TVoap. 

From  Kentucky — ^Joseph  Desha,  Richard  M.  John- 
eon,  and  Samuel  McKee. 

J^rom  Tennessee— Pleasant  M.  Miller,^  John  Rh.sa, 
and  RcWrt  Weakley. 
/V«w  <M»e— Jeremiah  Morrow. 


..  Sereral  new  inambare,  to  wit:  from  Coiuiec- 
ticHt,  BBaMBaiM  HuMTiifOToif,  retvraed  to  senre 
Ut  the  place  ot  Samuel  W.  Dana,  appoiottd  a 
Senator  of  the  United  SiHtes;  ^rom  NeiAr  Jeraef, 
JoBR  A.  SoQODBR,  in  the  place,  of  James  Cos, 
deeeased ;  and  from  Marylitnd,  Robbrt  Wbiobt, 
in  the  pleice  of  John  Brown,  reaigiied ;  appeared, 
produced  .Iheir. credentials,  wete  qnalified,  ana 
took  their  seats,        ^  ''       .    . 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majoritjr  of  the 
whole  House;  being  present,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  frm^  directed  to  acqimint  the 'Senate  there- 
with. ' 

On  motioir  of  Mk  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Hojise,  jointly,  witli 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  patt  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  wait  pn  the  President  of  the  (Jnited  Smtea, 
kna  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Housee 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  commoni- 
^atimie  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 
'  The  Clerk  of  the  House  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure newi^papers  from  any  number  of  offi(^e8  that 
the  members  may  elect,  prorided  t*hat  the  ek- 
peq$e  do  not  exceed  the  amount  of  three  daily 
papers. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow' 
morning  eleven  o'clock.  ,  ^  . 

TiTBSDiT,  December  4. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Rfcbard  Cu+t^,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
and  Charles.  Turner  Jr.;  from  Rhode  Island, 
Elispa  R.  Potter;  from  New  York,  Thomas 
R.  QoLO ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Robert  Jenkins; 
atid  from  Virginia,  Burwbll  Bassbtt  and  John 
W.  Bppbs  ;,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House.    V         '  ^        « 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  New  York,  Sam- 
UBf.  L.  MiTCHiLL,  returned  to  serve  in  the  place 
of  William  Denning,  resigned,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  Credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat; 

Jonathan  JbKninqs,  the  Dele«it«  from  the 
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Indiaoa  Territory,  and  Julian.  Potdrab,  the 
D^le^aie  from  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  appeared, 
and  took  their  seaU. 

A  message  from  the  Seaate  iaformed  the  Hoase 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  aod 
ready  to  proceed  to  busineifs.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  with 
ihe  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  inform  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  a  quorum  of  ^thetwo  Houses  is  as- 
sembled, «iid  ready  to  receive  any  eammiiaieji^, 
tioBsHhat  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  tfiemw 

Mr»  Dawson,  irom  the  joint  committee  ap> 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
btatat,  reported  4hftt  ike  ^nkaiute  had  per^ 
formed  tlie  service  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
President  Answered  that  he  would  make  a' com- 
munication 40  the  two  Houses  of  Congre^  to- 
^aorrow  at  twelve  o^ciock. 

TVi^DNnsDAT,  December  6, 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
i|a«pchir»,  HiNist  BLAiaDSLL  and  Jobn  C. 
OBAmcRtJkiN-;  from  Massachusetts,  J.  duitioT, 
Samusi.  Tao6art,  and  Laban  VVhsilt'on  ;  .^om 
VefiBont,  William  CiAifrBBRLiN,  Martin  Cmt- 
TSNXwN,aBd  Jqnatran  H. Hubbard;  frpm  Con- 
■eotieut,  Lawia  B.  8ti)r«bs  ;  from  New  York. 
¥iifciNT  Mattbbwb,  Pbtqr-B.  Portrr,  aikf 
Bbenbmr  Saor;  and.frovi  Rhode  Island,  Ri6b- 
ARD  Jackson,  jr.;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats 
IB  the  House*  '    - 

A  Message  was  received  from  tlie  Prii^idbnt 
oPTBiUNrrRDdrATEB,  which  was  imd  at  the 
Clerk's  table. 

[For  this  Menage  see  SeBRte  Pftfceedtnfs'  of 
tbu  date,  ante  page  1 1.] 

The  documents  accompanying  the  Message 
h«tiDg  been  read,  in  ffort,  thc^  HotMe  adjonrned^ 

THUhsDAY,  December  6.  , 
The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  tbe  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  Pjresident^s  Message  of 
yesterday^  and  having  gone  through  the  saioe, 
the  Message  and  documents  were  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stRte  of  the 
Union:  nnd  three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  Use  of  the  members  of  the  Hou5e. 
^  Mr.  SouTRARo  presented  to  the  Hoiise  certain 
proceedings  off  the  Legislature  of  the  Bute,  of 
New  Jersey,  diaapproving  oif  three  amendments' 
proposed  to  the  CpdstittttioB  of  th^  United  States, 
to  wit:  oRe  by  the  Legislature  of  tiia  StRie  of 
MR9BRchusetla,  limiting  the  4(irRtion  of  Ruy  aci 
laying  an  embargo  within  the  Uqited  Stales  s 
one  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  ""  That  tli« 
Senators  in  Congress  may  b^emoved  from  office 
by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  wlwle  number  cf 
the  members  of  the  respective  SUte  Legislataree 
by  which  the  said.  Senators  have  been,  or  nwy 
be^  appointed;"  and  the  other  by  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  "^  That  an  impBrtial  tribun^ 
may  be  established  to  determine  disputes  between 
the  General  a^id  State  Governments;^'  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oik  the  lable. 


ftMoloed^  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offiesi 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  repprtabillsQ* 
thorizing  the  members  of  the.  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  to  frank  the  President's  Mes- 
sage and  accompanying  doctiments,  transmitted 
to  b^th  Hquseaat  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, notwithstanding  the  same  may^  weigh  more 
than  two  ounces  avoirdupois :  Provided^  That 
each  member,  so  franking,  shall  endorse  oq  tbe 
wrappei^  in> substance,  that  Uie  enclosura^ODtaiBs 
tke  aaid  Message  Rnd  dooRments,  add  them  only, 
and  subscribe  his  name  to  such  endorsemeot. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Jobnbom>  thtt  the 
House  do  now  resohre  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Wtok  ttoBie  oa  the  state  of  the.  Uoioa: 
Rod  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deteirmioed 
in. the  negative. 

*  The  Sprakrr  laid  befbre  the  House  eertifiates 
of  th^  election  of  Ereneebr  Hontinotor,  of 
Connecticut;  Jobn  A»  Sci7 dorr,  of  New  Jersey; 
Robbrt  WRruBT,  of  Maryland ;  aod  WiLUiR 
McKtNLBT,  returned  to  supply  {he  vaetocf  ix- 
casiooed  by  the  resignation  of  John  G.  JacKsoo, 
of  Virginia ;  which  were  refBrred  to  the  Oi&- 
mittee  of  iUectioos. 

OTANDraa  COlMMITTBBS. 

A  motion  wa^  m^de  by  Mr.  W.  Alrtor,  thstllie 
House  do  now  proceed  to  (he  appointment  of  the 
Standing  Committees,  pursuant  to  the  rules  tad 
orders  of  the  House. 

Whereupon^  tbe  following  ooiai^ittees  were 
appoinied :  ■    . 

CommUtee  of  Electiant^Mr.  FiNBt;rr,  Mr. 
CbAY,  Mr.  8tur«rr,  Mr.  Troop,  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Van  Rrnrrblabr,  Rn4f  Mr.  Taroart. 

C6mmUee  ^  Wuys  wtd  Jl^eatm-^Mr.  Bm9, 
Mr.  W.  Ai^TON,  Mr.  Tallmaogb,  Mr.  M(Jlr^ 
OOMRRT,  Mir.n^AOOif,  Mf.  SMrLiB.  Riid  Mr.  Johh- 

SON. 

€)9mnvitlec  ff.  damnufrce  and  Manufactvret^ 
Mr.  NEWTON,  Mr.  MrreaiLL.  Mr.  Cotts.  Mr. 
PiTRUf,  Mr.  IdcKtM,  Mr.  Seybbrt,  afld  «it* 
Bibb.     *  , 

CommflteeofCtaimi'rrMt.  Root,  Mr.  Botlib, 
Mr.  ^itovN.  Mr»  SrANtBT,  Mr;  GHOi.flON,»f* 
GoCDSBORoijoH,  Rod  Mr.  SaAir. 

Commiftee  on  Public  Land0  Mr.  Moiib«*i 
Mr.  Ooo^N,  Miv  Ely,  Mr.  BfW^  Mr.  OoUN 
Mr.  CoRR,  Rnd  Mr.  McKsc.  ^    ^, 

O9mmiU0eJfor  tUJHttriet  ^  €okmkiU^' 
Vam  Horn,  Mr,  L.  Ai^tom,  Mr.  Weaklbt,  Mr. 
a.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  C.  Chamrbrlain,  Mr.  Tra«». 

RBd  Mr.  BRBORRNRroOB.  ^^ 

0(mmiUtmmiihtPoH^(>gimaKAPo9iJM'^ 
Mr.  Rhba  Rf  Tenoeesee^  Mr.  ThohproHv  »'• 
DbRba.  Mr.  Stakforo,  Mr.  Trou^,  Mr.  Cal- 
BOON,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Davbnport.  Mr.Cflrr- 
TRNORN,  Mr.  Wbitrhill,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  »r* 
PoTTBR,  Mr.  Wilbon,  Mr.  Sbavbb,  RM  *'• 

HUPTY.  , 

Qnnmitie&oftievisaland  Vnftnt$hedBustneti^ 
Mr.  QouTHARo;  Mr.  Jackbon,  Rnd  Mr.  Witbm- 

SPOON.  ^_ 

CommUtee  <jf  AccomU^Mt.  N.  R.  MooRRr  W- 

TuRNRIt^  RUd  Mr.  KMMJLWk 
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Friday,  December  7. 

Afiother  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Jersey, 
William  (Iblmb,  appeared,  and  took  hh  seat  m 
the  House ;  also,  a  new  member,  to  wit :  from 
Maryland,  Samuel  Rinoooli^  retnmed  to  terre 
in  the  place  of  Ro^er  Nebon,  resigiie^  appeared, 
nrodoced  his  credentials,  was  qaalified,  and  took 
hit  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Lbwi9  presented  a  petition  ,of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
AtexaBdria,  signed  by  Richard  M.  iBcott,  their 
Preeideat,  praying  that  adiarter  ofincorpoMtiotk 
may  be  granted,  according  to  the  terms,  of  their 
association,  or  upon  such  other  terms  as  .Congress 
may  think  proper  to  prescribe  |  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

Heaofosd)  Tbftt  the  Seofttary  of  State  he  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  Hoose  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  hare  invented  any  new  or  asefol 
art,  machine,  or  composition  of  matter,  or  any 
improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom  patents  have 
issaed  for  the  same,  from  that  office,  subseqiunt 
to  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  with,  the  dates  and  gene- 
ral objects  of  such  patents. 

Reaohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  briiup  in  a 
bill  esublbhtB|^  a  suitable  annual  salary  mr  the 
addttiooal  Assistant  Postfnaster  General,  author- 
ised bj  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishnamit,  passed  at  the  lut  sessioB  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Hoose  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.R.  then  moved  the  appointment  of  several 
committees  on  the  President's  Messare;  but  it 
beifl^  suggested  that  the  dgksuments  bad  not  been 
laid  on  the  tables  of  the  members,  the  committee 
roee  without  deciding  on  anything  in  relation  to 
the  Messa^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk, 

Remolved^  That  the  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives amongst  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  third  enumeration  of  the  people,  ought  to 
be  in  the  ratio  of  one  Representative  for  every 
-*—  thousand  per$ons  in  each  State ;  and  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 

Jttr.  FiBiL  Mr.  MosBLBTf  Mr.  Moore  of  South 
Carolina,  Mr.  Qoinct,  Mr.  Cocbban,  Mr.  Bard, 
and  Mr.  Millbr,  were  appointed. 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday. 

MoNBAY,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit.:  from  Massa- 
ehuseits,  Gideon  Gardner;  from  New  York, 
QuBooN  S.  MoMFORD ;  from  Pennsylvania.  Jobn 
FoBTBB ;  from  Virginia,  Jobn  Lovb  and  Danibl 
Sbbtpbt  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lbmobl 
8 AWTBB ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

TbeBpEAKBR  lain  before  the  House  a  certificate 
of  the  election  o£  William  T.  Barrt,  elected  to 

11th  CoH.  ad  S£8S.— 13 


supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resi^puttion 
of  Benjamin  Howard,  of  Kentucky;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  BiectioDs. 

Mr.  I4EWI8  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Ditectors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  in 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  take  effect  from  the 
third  of  March  next;  which^  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport, 

Ee$olved^  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  aessioQ,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in* 
terchange  weekly. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tenneesee,  from  the  Committee  . 
OB  Post  Offiee»and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  transportation  of  certain  doeu« 
ments  by  mail,  free  or  postage ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
thhrd  time  today. 

Mr.  Key  presented  a  petition  of  Lewis  Grant 
Davidson,  of  the  Citv  of  Washington,  stating 
that,  for  thepurpose  of  inheriting  a  large  estate, 
he  has  assumed-  the  surname  of  Davidson,  having  > 
heretofore  been  distinguished  by  the  surname  of 
Grant,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed 
ratifying  and  confirming  to  him  and  his  heirs  for- 
ever the  said  surnameof  Davidson.— Referred  to 
Mr.  Kbt,  Mr.  Emott,  Mr.  Sawtbb,  Mr.  Sasr* 
FBT,  and  Mr.  S.  Smitb,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  that  he  had,  late  in  th^  last 
session,  laid  upon  the  table  a  motion  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  had 
^one  it  at  that  time  merely  with  a  view  to  f^ie 
notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  such  a  propositioQ 
at  the  present  session.  This  amendment  spoke 
so  plainly  for  itself  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
explain  it.  It  would  be  seen  that  its  object  was 
to  prevent  any  member  of  Congress  from  accept* 
inffanappointment  in  the  Profidential  termdurmf; 
which  he  might  be  a  inember  \  for  instance,  it 
would  go  to  prevent  any  member  of  the  present 
Congress,  from  accepting  an  appoiutment  under 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  .  The  following  is 
the  resolution : 

Rmokti  hy  ike  Senate  and  Bouh  of  JUpreeeniO' 
twee  of  ike  IMiUed  Siatee  of  Anurieth  in  CanffrtH 
aeeemlkdttwhtkirde  of  both  Houaee  coneurtingfThMM 
the  feUowing  section  he  submitted  to  the  Leguilatures 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  W  the  Le- 
giriatures  of  three*fourths  of  the  Statei^  shall  be  valid 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States. 

**  No  Senator  or  R^presentotive,  after  having  takei^ . 
hii  seat,  shall,  daring  the  time  fat  which  he  was  elected« 
be  eligible  to  any  civil  appointment  under  the  authority  , 
of  the.  United  States,  nor  dull  any  person  be  eligible 
to  any  such  appointment  until  the  expiration  of  the 
Presidential  term,  daring  which  such  person  shall  have 
been  a  Senator  or  Representative." 

This  resolution  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.    ,  r  1 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  Hoase  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whol^  on  t^e 
state  of  the  UofoD,  Mr.  Macon  in  the  Chair, 

The  Message  of  the  ^President  of  the  United 
States  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Hoot  moved  the  following  resolutions: 
1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
Premdent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  our  foreign  relations,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

9r  Resohed,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  that  part  of 
West  Florida,  acquired  b;  the  cession  of  Louisiana, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Resolved^  That  so.much  as  relates  to  the  encour- 
agement of  American  manQ&ctures#and  jiavigation, 
be  referred  to  ihe  Committee  of  Compierce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

4.  Resohedf  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  institii- 
tion  of  a  National  Univenity,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

5.  Resohed,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  violation 
of  laws  interdicting  the  slave  trade,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce-  and  Manufactures. 

6.  Resohed,  That  that  part  relating  to  fortifications 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

7.  Resohed,  That  that  part  in  regard  to  the  militia, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

94  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  and  Military  Aeadem j  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

When  the  resolution  respecting  West  Florida 
was  under  consideration^ 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  wished  to  know  from  the 
eentleman  who  moved  the  resolutions  wh^  he 
Bad  spoken  of  a  part  of  West  Florida  only? 
Whaiher  the  whole  was  not  included  in  the  ces- 
sion? 

Mr.  Root  said  he  had  supposed  that  mo  more 
territory,  had  been  acquired  bv  the  Treaty  of  St. 
Ildefbnso,  than  lies  west  of  tne  Perdido ;  whilst 
West  Florida  was  understood  to  extend  as  far 
east  as  Pensacota.  But  if  the  whole  had. been 
ceded,  so  much  the  better ;  all  that  part  **  acquired 
by  (he  cession,"  was  emrbraced  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  Moore  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  at  to  read  "  so  much  as  relates  to  West*  Flor- 
ida, as  ceded  to  the  United  States.*^ 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  remarked  that  the  resolution 
was  about  as  perspicuous  as  could  well  be  devised. 
If  there  was  any  ambiguity  in  it,  it  wds  derived 
fr6m  the  Message,  in  which  West  Florida  was 
mentioned,  although  he  believed  no  such  name 
'  was  to  l>e  fouiid  in  the  convention  for  the  cession 
of  Louisiana.  If  the  resolution  conformed  to 
the  message,  it  was  not  worth  while  to  go  into  a 
discussion  as  to  the  different  appellations  which 
bad  at  different  times  been  given  to  the  territory 
4n  question.  Mr.  M.  took  a  brief  view  of  the  dil^- 
ferent  transfers  of  that  territory,  observing  that 
the  term  West  Florida  was  not  known  in  Spanish 

geography,  beine  an  arrangement  made  by  the 
riiish  whiUt  they  held  possession;  so  that,  in 
fact,  this  was  a  question  or  British  and  American 
geography  6n  one  side,  and  Spanish  and  French 
on  the  other.    Upon  the  whole,  as  the  resolution , 


corresponded  with  the  language  of  the  Message, 
and  was  stiffioiently  intelligible  ftt  present,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  ametid men t. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

When  the  resolution  r6s|^cting  the  encourage- 
ment of  American  navigation  and  munufscturet 
was  under- consideration-* 

Mr.  BoBWELL  suggested*  the  propri<^'  of  refer- 
mg  the  subjects  to  two  distinct  jcomioEiitlees.  This 
motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  ^Leroii.  It  wis 
contended  that  the  duties  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures'  were  suffieieotly 
ai'duous,  without  burdening  them  also  with  ti^ 
subject  0^  manufactures.  Mr.  Alston  took  oe- 
casidn  to  observe  that  the  subject  of  manufie- 
tures  had  heretofore  been  rather  neglected,  aftd 
it  waft  proper  that  more  attention  should  be  ptid 
to  it. 

Mr.  NewI^n  ot>po8ed  the  motion  for  dividing 
the  subject  between  the  two  commrttees.  Hov 
Were  they  to  enc^ura^e  manufactures,  he  askcdj 
unless  by  laying  additional  duties  upon  foreign 
tonnage  and  manufactures  ?  Mr.  N.  repelled  the 
insinuation  that  manufactures  bad  experienced 
neglect  under  the  guidance  of  the  Committee  of 
.Commerce  and  Manufactures.  He  contended 
that  on  the  contrary  they  had  thriven  and  floa^ 
ished  under  their  care,  although  the  House  had 
nevar  consented  to  take  as  effectual  ineasurei  for 
their  support' as  had  been  recommended  bf  the 
committee. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  said  he  too  was  opposed  to  sev- 
ering things  which  had  in  their  nature  an  essen- 
tial connexion;  for  insunce,  he  thought  thttihe 
proposed  jseparation  of  the  subjects  of  catnmetce 
and  manufactures  was  unnatural  and  preposter- 
ous. 0n  a  review  of  what  had  been  done  bf 
Congress,  he  thought  the  friends  of  domestic  maa- 
ufactnres  had  much  cause  to  be  satisfied.  He  re- 
cited the  various  encouragements  w^ich  bad  been 
given  to  maqufactures  by  Congress,  inperniiuio^ 
the  importation  of  the  raw  materials  free  of  doifi 
and  in  layinjr  heavv  duties  on  the  importation  of 
manufactured  articles.  Qnihe  whole^  he  thooght 
that  as  commerce  and  man  ufaic  turves  in  fact  were 
inseparable,  they  ought  not  to  be  divided  bf  anf 
regulation  of  the  House. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawsok,  the  resolution  re- 
specting fortifications  was  amended  by  inscriiDg 
the  words  *'land  forces  and"  preceding  the  word 
**  fortifications."  "^  ,  ., 

,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted: 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Na^ 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  m  select  oommittee- 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported,  the  resolu- 
tions to  the  House,  which  were  immediatwf 
adopted;  and  tne  several  committees  ordered  to 
be  appointed  accordingly,  ,,    , 

Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Fisk,  Mr.  Mont- 
goinery,  Mr.  Seaver,  Mr.  Chittenden,  and  Mf. 
Desha,  were  appointed  a  committee,  j^utsuantto 
the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Wrigh^  Mr.  Sage,  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  McBrvde,  and  Mr.  Ri^*  ^' 
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Tennessee,  were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  second  resolntion. 

Mr.  MitchiU,  Mr.  Hurwell,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  J. 
Porter,  Mr.  Pitkin.  Mr.  Wheaton,and  Mr.  Ring- 
gold, were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  fourth  resolution. 

Mr.  Dawsoo,  Mr.  Helms,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr*  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Hubbard,  were  appointed  a  committee, 
parsoaot  to  the  aijth  tesolution.^ 

Mr.  Root  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Cobb, 
Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  J:  Smith,  Mr. 
Weakler,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  McEee,  Mr.  N.  R. 
Moore,  Mr.  George  Smith.  Mr.  Soudder,  Mr. 
Huntingdon,  Mr.  William  Chamberlin,Mr^  Blais- 
dell,  and  Mr.  Jennings,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, puTspant  to  the  seventh  resohition* 

Mr.  Peter  B.  Porter,  Mr.  Lore,  Mr.  Lyle,  Mr. 
Pearson,  and  Mr.  EUy^  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tecy  psrsuant  to  the  eighth  resolution. 

Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Mumford^  Mr.  Ctaincy,  Mr., 
Kenan,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Jackson. 
were  appointed  a  eommittee,  pursuant  to  the 
aiotb  resolution. 

Mr.  Bacom  remarked  that  at  present  a  doubt 
might  exist  whether  the  subject  of  the  defects  in 
the  Don-iotereourse  law,  alluded  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage, iiras  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
an^  Mainufactures  or  to  the  Committee  on  For^ 
ei^  Relations.  To  remove  this  doubt  he  moved 
the  ibllowing  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to : 

10.  JUtohedj  That  so  much  oT  the  MsMage  of  the 
Fnriiknt  of  the  United  States  as  lelstes  to  the  defects 
which  Biaj  he  fMHid  to  exist  in  the  piorisions  of  the 
met  coacemiag  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
Cfaa  United  States  and  Great  Britaih  and  France,  be 
raleiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


TuBflDAT,  December  11. 
Sereral  other  members, 'to  wit;  from  N^w 
York,  Herman  Kit lOKERBAOKaR ;  from  Virginia, 
Bowiif  Grat  and  Jacob  Swoopb;  and  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  Richard  Winn  ;  appeared,  land 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselagr  presented  a  netition  of 
aondry  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  ,offi- 
eera  and  soldiers,  who  served  in  the  British  army 
in  America  in  the  war  between  Bogland  ana 
Ff«oee»  between  the  years  1755,  and  1763,  now 
residing  in  the  county  of  Albany,  State  of  New 
York,  paying  that  their  claims  to  lands  for  ser- 
Tiees  io  the  said  war  may  be  investigated,  and 
that,  if  any  be  found  due  to  them,  they  may  re- 
ceive grants  for  the  same.«-»Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Boose  that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that*  two 
ChapUina^  of  different  denominations,  be  appoint- 
ed 10  Congress,  for  the  present  session,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  transporta- 
tion oC  certain  documents,  free  of  postage,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tiie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
ticMi  /irom  the  Saaatei  for  the  appointmeat  of  two 


Chaplains  to  Congress,  who-  shall  interchange 
weekly ;  and  the  same  being  reajl,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House.  * 

The 'House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  io  the  ap^ 
pointment  of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their 
part;  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  number  of  yotes  were  one  hun- 
dred and  ^ve^  that  fifty-seven  were  giv^  for  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Lee,  forty^seven  fof  the  Reverend 
Mr^  BftBOKENRinofe,  and  one  fONhe  Reverend  Mr; 
Brown. 

.  Mr.  LEte,  having  a  majoritv  of  the  whole  num- 
ber given,  was,eonsequencly,  declared  duly  elected, 

Wednesoat,  December  12.  ' 

Two  other  members,  to  wit  r  from  Noith  Caro- 
lina. MBSHAOtr  FRANKLrN  atid  William  Kbh- 
NBDT,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  Message  wav  received  (torn  the  President  of 
the  Uni^d  States,  tn^ismittii^  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  from  which,  it  wiU  beeeeoy 
that  a  very  considerable  demat^d  beyond  the 
legal  appropriations  has  be^  incurred  for  the 
support  of  seamen  distressed  by  seizures,  in  dif* 
ferent  parte  of  Europe,  of  the  vessels  to  which 
they  belonged. — The  Message  and  renprt  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  andlMeana*  • 

Mr.  JoHNaoN  presented  a  petition  of  John  andj 
Edward  Tanner.  W  Louisiana,  praying,  the  aid! 
and  patronage  ot  Congress,  in  openinfifa  eaoal 
navigation  between  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi« 
and  St.  Francis  Riv^s^.also  the  pre-emption 
ri^ht  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  oti  which  are  two 
mill  seats ;  and  to  be  authorized  to  open  a  road, 
direct  from  Kew  Madrid,  in  Louisiana,  to  Nash- 
ville, in  Tennessee;  and  that  the  said  road  may 
be  eatablished  as  a  post  road  of  the  United  Statee. 

Ordtndj  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  .aa 
respects  a  pre-emption  right  to  land  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands;  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  opening  a  road  he  referred  to. 
the  Committee  on  Po^  Offices  and  Post  Koads ; 
and  that  that  part  thereof  which  relates  to  open- 
ing a  canal,  be  referred  to  a  select  commit|ee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Rioa abds^  and  Mr.  Swoopb,' 
were  appointed  the  said  eommittee. 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  6n.  the  petition  of  Lewis  Qrant  • 
Davidson,  made  a  report;  which  was  read^  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  ^soncurred  in  by 
the  House,  lis  foHows : 

Retoloed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted.  . 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be-broulrht  in,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  <he  sapae  com* 
mittee  do  prepare  and  bring  in.  the  same. . 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  . 

Resolved^  That  the, Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  iastructed  to  inquite  whether  any,  and 
what,  further  provision  is  necessary  to' be  made' 
for  settling  the  claims  to  land,  and-  for  surveying  . 
atd  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States, ia  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana;  and  that 
the  eommittee  report  by  bill,  6r  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
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teTenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration ;  which 
was  read-twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  the  Rev. 
Mr.  AoDiapif  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  their 
part,  during  the  present  session. .  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  saspead  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins;  and  for  oth«r  purposes ;"  to.whioa 
they  desire  toe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Wt^ole  to-morrow. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL  remarked  that  Cbngress  had, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  erpressly  granted^  bj  the 
Constitution  to  secure  to  individnals  their  intel- 
lectual propertv,  passed  several  statutes,  together 
constituting  what  was  called  the  patent  office. 
He  said  it  was  extremely  evident  to  every  one 
who  inquired  into  the  subject,  that  the  power 
granted  to  the  Secrefarjf^  of  State  in  this  respect 
was'inoomplete.  Adverting  to  the  measures  taken 
at  the  last  session,  and  commenced  at  this,  to« 
wards  the  improvement  of  the  state  of  that  office, 
Mr.  M.  said  he  wished  to  ffo  a  step  further  by 
adopting  the  following  resolutfon :       : 

^Reedved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  <iny,  what  amend- 
ments oogbt  to  be  made  in  the  several  acts  in-» 
auring  to  individuals  an  exclvsive  privilege  in. 
their  several  inventions  and  discoveries,  and  that 
they  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise^" 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to ;  and 

Mr.  MiTcarLL,  Mr.  SxEPHsitaoN,  and  Mr.  Kdn- 
KBDY,  were  appointed  a  cotttniittee  pursuant  to 
the  si^id  resolution. 

PINANC158. 
The  following  letter  and  report  were  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Tbkasvrt  DsFARTxiirT,  Dec.  11,  1810. 
8iK :  I^have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  act  entitled^  «<  An  aol  to  estaUidi 
the  Trei^suiy  Department.^^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &&, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Bon.  Sfkakbe  of  the  House  of  JReps* 

Trkasvkt  DiPARTMav^,  1>sc.  10,  1810. 

'  In  obedience  to  the  directions  6f  the  act  snppleniea* 

taiy  to  the  act  entiUed  **An  act  toestoUish  the  Trea- 

aury  Department;"  the  SeoreUry  of  the  Treasary  re- 

spectftdly  sabmits  the  ibllowi^g  iep<^  and  estiaMtes : 

Revenue^ 

The  net  revenue  arising  fVoAi  duties  on  merchan- 
dise and  tonnage  which  accrued  4uring  the  year  1808, 
amounted  1o  $10,348,000. 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  the  same  sources, 
which  accrued  during  the  year  1809,  amounted,  as 
will  appear  by  the  sUtement,  (A,)  to  $6,627,000. 

Thft'Statement  (B)  exhibits  in  detail  the  several  spe- 
cies of  merchandise  and  other  sources  from  wliich  that 
revenne  was  derived  during  the  year  1809. 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  net  revenue  arising  from 
the  same  duties  has,  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the 
year  1810,  exceeded  $7,500,000:  and  it  is  believed 
that  it  Will  not,  for  the  whole  year,  &U  short  of  twelve 
millions. 

The  sales  of  public  lands  north  of  the  Ohio  river 
have,, during  the  year  ending  on  the  80th  of  Sepreat- 
ber,  1810,  as  appears  by  the  statement  (0,)  amounted 
to  159,000  acres,  and  the  payments  by  purchasers  tp 
$610,000. 

The  same  statement  shovrs  that  the  total  amount  of 
sales,  from  the  estabfi^ment  of  the  Land  Offices  in 
the  year  1600,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1810,  hsrve 
amounted  to  8,168,000  acres,  which  Jiave  prodoood 
$6,681,000;  of  which  sum  $1,646,000  remain  due 
by  purchasers,  ^he  sales  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory being,  after  deducting  expenses,  appropriated  in 
the  first  j^ce  to  the  payment  of  $1,250,000  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  are  dikinctly  stated. 

Reoeipte  and  E^ependitures, 
U  Year  ending  on  the  30M  of  Septefnher,  WIO^ 

The  actual  receipts  into  ihe  Treasury, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1810,  have  amount- 
ed to     -        -        ...        .    $8,686,861  17 

Making,  together  with  the  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the.  Ist  of  October, 
1809,  and  amounting  to         -        -      5,888,986  01 


.     14,517,797  IS 


An  aggregate  of 


The  disbursements  during  the  same  year  have  i 
sisted  in  the  firitowmg  items,  viz  : 
Civii  department,  including  misoeUaneoos 

and  those  incidental  to  theinterconne  with  foreign 

nations $1 ,249,900  06 

Military  and   Indian 

departments  -  <      S,514^52»  75 

Navy        .        -        -  1,674^735  50 

4,189,259  25 

Interest  on  the  public  debt        -        -      2,735,898  91 

Total  curremi  expeniwsv        -        •      8,174,366  22 
Payments  on  account  of  the  mrincipal 
of  the  public  debt-        -        •        -      2,884,409  24 

Amounting  together,  aa  will  appear  more 

in  detail  by  the  statement  (E)  to   -    11,056,767  46 
And  leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  dOth 

of  September,  1810,  a  balance  of   •      3,459,029  72 

14,517,797  18 


It  therefore  q^pears  Uiat  the  actual  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  have  exceeded  the  current  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, including  therein  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
by  a  sum  of  ^^t  hundred  thousand  dollars :  the  ex- 
pensed had  during  the  preceding  year  exceeded  t|ie 
receipts  by  a  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  thousand  dM- 
lars.  The  difference  arises,  not  from  an  increase  ia 
the  rckiinpts,  but  from  a  diminution  in  the  expenaaa» 
particularly  those  of  the  Mflitary  and  Navai  D^ait- 
ments. 

2.  Laet  quarter  of  the  year  1810. 

The  receipts  for  that  quarter  will,  it  is  b^lievad,  ba 

more  than  sulicient  to  defray  the  current  expenaea  and 

interest  on  the  debt  accruing  during  the  same  period. 

But  the  paymenta  to  be  made  on  aoeoant  of  the  pria* 
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^i^  of  tlM  deiM;  in  order  to  oitfiplete  tbo  Mittaal  ftp- 
prt^wiatioiis  of  eight  miUioiui  of  doUsrs,  tiaovmliiig  to 
more  th»A  t(K100»OeO»  a  loan  fint  negotaatod  for  $S^« 
TMH^QOO,  and^  afterwardi  rednced  to  $8,750,000,.  be- 
camo  neooBsary.  The  raoeiptf  and  dMnraamenla  for 
<tbafcqiiartor  are  thereforo eetioMtod  aa  fottowa: 
IUoe^»ta  into  the  Treaniry  from  the  or* 

dinary  lerenoe  -        •        •        *     #2,500»0(M) 

Prooeede  of  the  loan  leoeiTable  on  Slet 

of  December,  1810    •        -        -        -        S,760,000 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  lat  of  Octo* 

her,  1810  -        -        -        -        .        8,460,000 


8,710,090 


Expeneea,  dTil,  militar^^  and  naral, 
estnnatod  -        •        -        •     '   1^0,000 

Interest  aoeming  on  the  domestic* 

debt 600,000 


Pmients  on  account  of  the  ^blf  e  debt, ' 
in  order  to  completo  the  i^nnual  ap- 
propriation of  eight  milHoQs,  and  in- 
doding  the  reimbimiemeut  of  8l8t  of 
December,  I810,^n  the  six  per  cent. 
md  deferred  stocks,  and  that  of  same 
ditto,  of  $8,751,125  exchanged  six  per 
eentstock    •  -       -       -       •       « 


-8,070,000 


4,040,000 


6,710,000 
ProhoMo  hdaiice  in  the  Tn^asoty  on'  the 

Slot  of  December,.  1810    ^        «        -        8,000,000 


8,710,000 


3.  Y^  181L 
.  Thoontatondingre^nttebonds^'afterdedaotingthe. 
-4arpeniaeof  coUectioa  Ond  aHonrkg  ibr  bad  debts,  will 
Bot  prebablT,o«lho  Islof  JaMiaryr  1811,  faU  short  of 
•eleren  milfioDs  and  a  half  <tf  dollars;  the  aetnal  re- 
ceipts for  die  year  1811,  On  aeoonat  of  the  sales  of 
lflttd%  may  be  egtiaaied  at  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lan;  and  U  is  presumed  that  the  portion  of- the  roTonne 
arising  from  importotions  subsequent  to  the  present 
year,  which  will  be  received  in  ipil,  will  be  more 
then  sufficient  to  p^y  the  debentures^ajftble  in  that 
.year.  The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during | 
tliat  year  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  $18,500,000.' 
Estimating  the  expenses  of  Gotemment  for  the  year 
1811,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  actually  expended 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  SOtk  of  September, 
1810,  that  is  to  sa^— 
Bxpenses  of  a  oitiI  nature,  both  domes- 
tie  and  foreign  -  -  •  -  $1,840,000 
MiMteiy  and  Naval  Departments  -       *       4,100,000 


.And  adding  thereto  the  intorest  on  the 
pablic  dflbt»  estimated  et  «>        -    .    • 

'The  aggregate  of  the  current  expenses^ 
exdnsively  of  the  payments  on  ac- 
connt  of  the  principal  of  the  debt, 
would  not  exceed      -        •        •; 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  will  be  applicable  to 
the  Annual  reimbursement  on  the  six 
per  cent  and  deferred  stocks,  to  the 
repiyment  of  ihe  loan  of  $5,750,000 


5,480,000 
.8,560,000 


7,980,000 


efibeled  this  year,  and  to  the  roim- 
bnnement  in  paK  of  the  conTortedsix 
per  cent,  stoek,  and.  must,  in  order  to 
coo^ete  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millieAs  of  dollars,  amount  to  -        5^450^000 


Making  for^e  whole  amount  of  the  ex- •  • 

penditures  of  tl^e  year  181 1  -  -  18^480,000 
or  about  one  million  of  dollara  more  than  the  reeeipto 
for  the  same  year. 

If,  therefore,  this  estimate  eonld  be  Tolled  on,  an 
authority  to  borrow  one  million  of  dbllars  would  be 
suAcient  to  onsble  Goremment  to  pay  all  the  cur- 
rent oxpehiesy  and  to  reimburse  nearly  four  millions 
and  a  tialf  of  the  principal  of  the  debt»  leaving  at  the 
same  time  in  the  Treasury  a  baianoe  of  two  jniUions 
of  dollars,  a  snm  not  greater  ^an  what  under  exist- 
ing ctrcilmstances  it  is  eligible  to  res^re.  But  a  defi- 
ciency may  take  place  in  the  receipts  if  the  amount  of 
debentares  sbonl^  exceed  what  has-  been  estimated; 
and  for  the  expenses  for  the  Military  and  Nayal  De- 
irartments,  (whioh,  aecording  to  the  estimates  of  those 
departments,  and  exclusively  of  the  snm  jaecessary  for 
fortifieMions,  amount  to  $4,916,000,)  may  be  greater 
than  the  emount  actually  expended  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  80th  of  September,  1810.  In  order  to 
provide  for  theao  end  other  unfofvseen  eontingenciesy 
the  propriety  of  authorising  a  reloan  not  exceeding  in 
the  whote  the  amonat  of  the.  principal  of  the  debt  re- 
imbnieed  during  the  same  year,  is  reipeetfuily  snb- 
mitted.- 

PubHcDebt 
It  appears  br  tho  stotement  ^D)  that  the  paymente 
on  account  of  the  principaf  of  the  publio  d^  hare 
amounted  during  the  year  ending  on  the  80th  day  of 
September,  A^IOt  to  $8;884,000,  and  during  the  nine 
ye^rs  and  a  haH*  ending  on  the  same  day  to  near 
$37,700,000,  exclusively  of  more  than  six  millions  of 
dollars  paid  in  confonnitv  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention  with  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Lomsianm 
Convention. 

Tahing  the  calendar  year  1810  by  iUelf,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt  actually  reimbursed  will  amount  to 
$5,163,376,  viz: 
Annual  reiqibursement  of  six  per  cent, 

and  deferred  stocks   •        -        -        -     $1,418,851 
Reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent,  ex- 
changed stock  -        -        -    .    -        -        3,751,185 


From  which  dedacting  the  loan  from  the 
bax^kof    ------ 

Leaves  for  the  actual  decrease  of  the 
debt  during  the  year         - 


5,163,376 
8,750,000 

8,413,376 


The  loan  authbriied  by  the  act  of  last  session  had 
at  first  been  negotiated  in  the  latter  end  of  May  for 
$3,750,0b0;  but  the  expenses  having  proven  less 
than  had  been  supposed,  it  was-  by  mutual  consent  re- 
duced in  October  to  $2,760,000.  With  that  object  in 
view,  in  order  that  too  greater  sum  should  be  ultimate- 
ly borrowed  than  might  be  necessary,  and  also  in  or* 
der  to  avpid  as  long  as  practicable,  an  increase  of  stock 
in  the  market,  and  that  of  a  more  permanent  species 
Of  debt,  a  temporary  loan  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  preferred  to  any  other  mode.  It  'u  re- 
imbursable on  tne  last  day  of  December,  1^811,  with  a 
reservation  that  the  bank  may,  in  case  of  a  non-re- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


395 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


396 


H.OPR. 


Beport  on  the  Finances. 


DECBMBBtjlSlO. 


newal  of  its  churier,  demand  an  earlier  payment  on 
giving  three  months'  notice.  This  condition  jnay,  if 
enforced,  -save  aome  interest  to*  the  puUie^  and  can 
produce  no  inconvenience,  as  there  will  be  -no  greater 
difficulty  in  effecting  a  new  Iban  (4f  necessary)  in  the 
middle  than  in  the  Ii^tter  end  of  the  year.  The  docu- 
ments F.  6.  H.  I.  show  both  the,  object  and  the  terms 
oftheloaii.  '^ 

From  v^hat  has  been  tUted,  it  appeara  thM  no  other 
provisions  are  necessary  for  ^oiyear  1811,  than  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  additional  2^  per  cent,  dtktf,  common- 
'  ]y  called  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  and  an  authority  to 
borrow  a  aum,  probably  much  less,  and  certainly  not 
greater  than,  the  am(mnt  of  the  principal  of  the  jmb- 
lic  d,ebt  which  will  be  reimbursed  during  the  year. 
But  as  in  conformity  with  the  -act  of  1st  of  May, 
1810,  the  iipportafion  of  articles  the- growth,  produce, 
or  manufaoture  of  the  dominions,  caloniei,  and  de- 
pendencicr  of  Chreat  Britain  will  be  prohibited  after 
the  2d  daT-<>f  February *ne^t,  if  that  nation  shall  not,, 
before  that  tiqie,  fo  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
Uiat  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  some  provinons  appear  neoejMary  for 
taie  purpose  of  supp)yipg  the  defiaency  in  tile  revenue 
arising  fronl  that  cause,  and^of  giving  to  that  meas- 
ure all  the  efiicacT  of  which  it  is  susceptible,' 

The  probable  defalcation  in  the  revenue  cannot,  for 
obvious  reasons,  be  at  this  time  estimated  with  any 
degree  of  precision.  The  experience  df  the  ensuing 
year  ican  alone  a^rd.  sufficient  data  for  a  permanent 
and  detailed  pl^ti  adapted  to  that  state  of  things,  and 
ealculated  to  insure  perseverance^  in  the  svstem  as 
long  as  may  be  thought  proper.  But  in  the  mean-: 
whSe,  it  appears  esfentia!  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
such  plan,  and  to  guard  in  time  against  any  great  de- 
ficit in  the  receipts  of  the  year  1812.  It  is  believed 
that  under  existing  circumstances  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  render  those  receipts  equal  or  nearly  equal  to 
the  current  expenditure,  including  therein  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt^  and  estimated  at  about  eight  mil- 
Hons  of  dollars ;  and  with  a  view  to  that  objec;^,  a  oon- 
side^able  and  immediate  inciease  of  the  present  duties 
on  importations  is  respectfully  suggested. 

It  is  not  less  important  thbt  the  act  shooed  be  free  of 
legal  difficulties  and  of  well-founded  objections,  and 
that  it  should  be  enforced  by  every  practicable  means. 
On  that  subject  the  following  observations  are  sub- 
mitted fr  .       ^ 

i.  The  law  of  1st  of  "May,  1810,  has  neither  ex- 
pressly defined  the  edicts,  the  revocation  of  which  is 
expected,  nor  made  a  notification  by  the  President  the 
evidence  and  sole  evidence  of  the  facft  It  follows  that 
in  case  of  an  unsatisfl^ctory  idodification  of  her  edicts 
by  Great  Britain,  the  decision  of  the  question  itself, 
whether  the  non-importation,  be  actually  in  force  or 
not  vrill  be  left  to  the  courts,  whence  delays  and  em- 
barrassments will  arise  which  will  considerably  impede 
the  operation  of  the  law.  *    ,     , 

S.  The  non-importation  is  to  take  place  on  the  2d 
day  of  February  n*xt,  if  a  revocation  shall  not  have 
taken  place  before  that  day.  But  this  may  have  taken 
place  and  not  be  known  on  that  day  in  the  United 
States.  If  the  collectors  abstain  from  seising  mer^ 
chand.ipe  imported  after  that  day,, until  the  fact  shall 
liave  been  ascertained,  and  the  edicts  shall  not  have 
been  revoked,  the  merchandise  will  escape  forfeiture, 
and  the  law  during  that  period  will  be  inoperative.  If 
they  seizfB,  and  the  edicts  shall  have  been  revoked,  the 
seizures  wiiji  have  heen  illegal,  and  the  collectors  will 


be  liable  to  personal,  suits.  This  ineonvenience  nay 
be  remedied  by  a  provision,  directing,  that  during  that 
period  it  tin\\  be  the  duty  of  the  coHectors  to  make 
seisures,  but.  that  the  goods  shaU  be  restored  to  the 
parties  on  their  giving  bond  with  sureties  for  the  vahe. 

3.  No  exception  has  been  made  by  the  aetinfovor 
of  vessels  which  have  saUed  for  the  British  Bast  In- 
dies prior  to  the  President's  prodamataon,  and  the 
short  period  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  that 
proclamation  to  the  day  when  the  law  is  to  take  efiect 
will  occasion  forfeitures  or  hdavy  losses  in  cases  of 
bonu  fidt  American  property  in  England  paid  for  or 
ordered  prior  to  the  proclamation.  It  seems  in  eveiy 
point  of  view  eligible  that  cases  clearly  foreseen  shoaU 
be  provided  for  by  law,  instead  of  being  left  to  Exec- 
utive discretion,      "^ 

4.  It  IB  believed  that  an  a)>andonment  by  the  United 
Sutes  of  their  sh^xe  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
which  may  be  incurred,  and  the  distribution  of  these, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  among  the 
collectors,  the  other  oustom-house  o^lcers,  the  inspect- 
ors who  heretofore  have  had  no  share,  and  the  inform- 
ers,  would  insullD  a  greater  decree  of  zeal  and  vigi- 
lance m  detscting  and  preventuig  infractions  of  ^ 
law. 

6.  Some  additional  provisions  will  he  neoeifaiy  to 
enforce  the  law  on  the  Nprthem  frpntier  of  the  United 
States^  among  which  may  be  reckoned :  the  erection  cf 
someJiew  collection  districts,  particularly  on  the  rirer 
St.  Lawrence  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of 
Vermont ;  an  increase  of  saisTy  to  the  co^ectoIf  in 
that  qoartfr,. inasmuch  as  under  the  juon-importttioB, 
that  part  of  their  compentotion  which  is  derived  from 
fees  will  be  considerably  reduced;  and  that  which 
arises  fi'om  coMmissions  altogether  lost;  andtniB- 
tbority  to  the  armed  force  of  the  United  States  to 
make  seizures.  And  it  liiust  be  added,  that  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  these  districts  will  reader  condemnt- 
tions  extremely  difficult,  unless  the  obligation  he  in- 
posed  on  persons  claiming  merehandlM  seized  thereto 
prove  that  the  same  was  legally  imported. 
.    All 'which  is  rsspectfuDy  submitted. 

.     ALB&RT  GALLATIN. 

The  letter  and  report  baving  been  read,  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  revenue  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  so  mach  as  relate8  to  the  act  reispectiog  com- 
mercial intercouise,  d^.,  to  the  Committee  oi 
Foreign  Relations.  • 

Tbdrsday  December  13. 
Another  member,  to  wit  i  From  Georgia,  D«i- 
misSmslt^  appeared  and  ^ook  his  seat;  alsotwa 
other  new  members,  to  wit;  Joseph  Allen, from 
Massachusetts,  in  the  place  of  Jabez  Upbam,  re- 
signed, and  William  T.  BAHRy,  from  Kcniockf, 
in  the  place  of  Benjamin  Howard,  resigned,  ap- 
peared, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 
'Mr.  MuMFORD  presented  a  petition  of  suodry 
merchants  of  the  city  k:^  New  York,  stating  ih« 
many  and  great-  inconveniences  to  whichMbejr 
will  be  subjected  by  the  revival  of  the  non-intj' 
course  with  Great  BritaitJ,  in  importing  gooflj 
which  Aarebeen  ordered  and  partly  paid  for,  and 
prayio?  that  Congress  will  *•  authorize  the  eotriT 
of  goods  imported  from  that  country  to  &ucb  data 
as  will  relieve  them  from  the  emtttrra3smeoU  be- 
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foremeitioBcd.^'-^Reftrred  to  tbe  Commitue  oa 
ForeifB  Rtlatioas. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.J6BNSOii9 . 

iteofoed,  Tiiat  the  Comaiittee  of  Ways  and 
lieuis  be  inatmcted  to  prepare  and  bnmg  to  a  bill 
fixing  the  Domber  and  eompensationof  etefka  in 
tlie  sereral  Departanentt  of  tbe  Gtorernment  6{ 
tlie  United  Slaies. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  a  petittoo  t)f  the  Presi* 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Cityuga  Manuiacturiog 
Compaoj  m  the  QfXt  of  New  York;  praying 
the  remission  of  thednttes  tbev  have  secured  to 
be  paid  on  the  importation  of  tweaty-fiv^e  salt 
pans.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
»Dd  Maniifactaret.' 

Mr.  Lbwis  presented  a  petition  of  the  pilots 
Dartgating  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  rirarsxfailing 
into  the  tfame,  praying  to  be  authorized  to  eol- 
iect  pilotage  on  ▼casfU  coming  ihroogh  the  aaid 
bay  or  rivers  to  the  District  ^  Columbia.-^Re- 
fared  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and.  Mann-^ 
iaetorea 

•     APPORTIONMENT  BILL;  ' 
The  House  reael4red  itself  into  a  CSommtttee  of 
thti  Wbolci  on  the.biil  to  apportion  the  tiepresent' 
atifea  according  to  the  tbird  eaomei^atioo  of  the 
people  of  the  l^ted  Slates. 

The  4tt€«tion  recorring  on  filling  ihe  blank 
with  the  auinber  ,of  souls  which  should  entitle 
to  a  Representative- 
Mr.  Fjec  rematked  that  the  committee  (of 
which  he  was  chahrraao)  who  reported  the  bill, 
had  not  agreed  on  any  precise  number  ;.but,coB- 
auUiag  the  opin ion «/ others,  rather  than  hi^  owt\, 
he  would  move  to  fiU  the  blank  with  a  number 
Bot  so  large  aa  he  sboald  wish.  The  precise 
aaaaunt  of  the  pepolatiofi  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  pretent  census,  oouid  not  be  ascertaiaed, 
Mt  a  latioaal  estimate  -aaig'ht  be  made.-  ^Caleu- 
lating  the  ratio  of  iacreaee  for  the  ten  yeare, 
since  1800,  at  the  same  rat^  as  tea  year*  preced- 
ing that  period,  the  pr^ei^t  popalatipn  may  be 
estimated  at  about  seven  miUions^  At  a,ratio  of 
oae  Representative  for  everv  45000,  the  Aumbfer 
of  ReprcKnlativet  would  then  be  156.  If,  how- 
eyert  that  population  should  reach  7,500,000  souls, 
as  many  believed,  the  nuokher  of  Representatives 
would  amount  to  166.  If  it  should  exceed  7,500.- 
000  and  reach  8,000j000,  as  some  calcirtated' it 
woald,  this  number  would  give  177  Representa- 
tKca. 

The  question  ^aa  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  ratio  of  45,000  aonla,  and  lost. 
For  this  ratio,.  d9 1  against  it,  56. 
Mr.  W.  Alstoji  said,  ae  no  number  but  45,000 
had  been  mentioned,  and  the  committee  had  ex- 
pressed their  disapprobaiiia  of  that  number,  he 
felt  inclined  to  propose  a  larger  one,  although  he 
had  beea  wilUpg,  in  oader  to  anite  with  others, 
to  take  the  ratio  proposed  by  Mr.  Fisx.    If  the 
ratio  fell  to  less  than  45,000  or  50,000,  this  body 
woold  become  too  nameroua  to  transact  busi- 
iicsa.   If  gentlemen  wouid^  turn  their  attemion 
to  the  iaerease  of  tba  ten  years  prevjous  to  1800, 
tbey  would  be  satisfied  that;  with  a  parallel  iu- 


ereaae  since  that  period,  a  le^  ratio  thpia  45,0Q0  i 
woold  afibrd  nearly  200. members.  He  said,  he 
felt  oonvioced  that  a  numerous  body  woulii  not. 
afford  more  talent'  than  a  smaller  body.  If  the 
Congressional  districts,  were  larger,  the  chance  of 
obtaining  men  of  talenu  would  be  quite  as  great 
at  least  as  in  smaller  districts.  One  advantage 
of  large  districts  in  the  Southern  States,  he  said, 
woold  be,  to  put  an  end  to  the  mode  of  election* 
eering  practised  in  some  of  them.;  it  would  then 
be  impossible  for  the  candidates  to  ride  through 
them  as  they  now  did.  Mr.  A.  said  he  was  clear- 
ly of  opinion  that  business  could  be  done  as  well 
and  as  satisfactorily  with  100  as  with  200  mem- 
bers. He  therefore  moved  to  5U  rbe  blank  in  ^he 
bill  with  50,000.  V  .     e^    '  f 

Mr,  Boyd  made  some  remarks  i^,      ^  •    * 
small  ratio.   From  the  terms  of  the  C'^o^otion, 
making  30,000  the  minimum,  he  drew  i-     .*"'!l'' 
ence  that  the  illustrious  framers  of  that  /o***M^ 
ment'had  considereiJ  30,00Q  as  the  most  pre"***? 
ratio.    He  -adverted,  too,  to  the  safety  product^ 
by  having  many  eouoseilors — a  small  body  might 
.be  led  away  •  to  9ct  rashly,  by  passion,  which 
would  not  have  the  same  operation  on  a  larger 
body. 

Mr.  Maoon  aaid  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  ratio  ought  to  be  fixed,  before  the  result 
of  the  census  was  known.  He  had  no  objection 
to  a  moderate  increase  of  the  number  of  members, 
if  they  amounted  to  so  many  that  one  side  of  the 
House  could  hot  hear  the  other  side  speak,  debate 
was  at  end,  and  the  purposes  of  ddiberative  le- 
gislatioa  defeated^  He  should  have  liked  the  bill 
better,  he  said,  if  it  had  declared  that  the  Houae 
orRepresenutives  should  hereafter  consist  of  a 
certain  numher  of  members,  and  had  left  the  ap- 
portionment. thei\  to  be^made  according  to  the 
population.  On  the  subject  of  electioneering,  he 
said,  it  became  him  at  least  to  say  tha^that  por- 
tion of  the  people  who  seat  him  here,  had  not 
been  concerned  in  it.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  practice  elsewhere,  so  fkr  as'concerned 
his  constituents,  there  had  been  iio  going  about 
.or  harangidnff.  And,  on  the  si»bjeet  of  election- 
eering, said  ke,  wherever  the  people  are  free, 
there  will  be  electioneering  It  belongs  to  free 
Qovemment.  Possibly  different  parts  of  the 
country  jnay-differ  as  to  the  mo^e.  In  some,.mcii 
go  themselves  about  electioneering;  in  otl^ers, 
their  frieods^jo  it  for  them.  In  some,  newspaper 
publications  help  an  election ;  in  others,  they  de^ 
strojr  it.  In  some  places,  I  have  heard,  the  tacred 
pufipit  is  not  free  froni  it;  in  others,  a  divine 
would  be  destroyed  that  wouki  attempt  it.  There 
was  not  more  electioaeering  South.  Mr.  M.  be- 
lieved, than  elsewhere ;  certain  he  was  that  can- 
didates could  not  there  spend' the  sums  of  money 
whbh  he  had  heard  of  being  spent  elsewhere  in 
an  election.  He  concluded  by  saying  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  moderate  increase  of  Representatives. 
He  waa  not  afraid  that,  from  a  multitude  of  coan- 
sellorsy nothing  woold  be  done;  it  was  quite  as 
much  to  be  feardd  from  too  few  that  they  would 
actrashlv. 

Mtt  QmiiaM)  urging  the  ipaportance  of  thb 
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qoestion,  the  necessity  of  loatare  reflection,  ^od 
his  own  doubts  as  to  the  proper  ratio,  moved  that 
the  Committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  lea  re 
<o  sit  again. 

The  Committee  rose — 53  to  49— and  obtained 
SeftTe  to  sit  again. 

FOREIGN  COtNS. 

The  House  resolved  i'tself  into  a  Committee  of 
4he  Whole,  op  the  bill  frorp  the  Senate,  to  sus- 
pend the  second  8e<:tion  of  the  act  for  regulating 
Ibreign  coins. 

The  bill  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the  House.  The 
question  occurred^  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  ? 

The  following  section,  from  the  act  of  "Febru- 
ar jr  9,  1793,  is  that  proposed  to  be  suspended : 

•*  Sio.  2.  Provided  aluiays,  and  be  it  fyrther  cn- 
acted,  Thftt,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  next  en- 
suing the  time  when  the  coinagb ,  of  gold  and  siKer, 
agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins'of  the  United  States/' 
shall  commence  at  the  Mint  of  tiie  United  States, 
(which  time  shall  be  announced  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States*)  all  fhreigngold 
coins,  and  .all  f<neign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish  milled 
dottars  and  parts'  of  such  doDarSf  ahidi  cease  to  be  a 
legal  tend^,  as  aforesaid." 

Mr.  Root  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
By  an  act  of  April,  1806,  the  above  section  had 
been  suspended  for  three  years  from  ^at  di^te, 
which  period  of  ^spension  had  longa^o  expired. 
Why,  he  asked,  bow  make  that  a  tentor  (not  by 
tale,  but  by  weight)  which  had  not  been  so  for 
Bearly  two  years  past?<  He  said  he  certainly 
should  not  give  his  vote  for  what  would  subject 
our  citizens  lo  so  much  incolivenienceL  Waa  it 
to  proride  for  coin  in  Che  banks,  which  could  not 
otherwise  be  disposed  of  unless  at  a  discount,  or 
aold  to.  be  reooined  ?  If  foreign  gold  was  made 
a  legal  tender,  from  the  want  of  means  of  ascer- 
taining its  Taioe^  much  perplexity  would  be  pro- 
duced. Every  mrmer  or  mechanic  did  not  poa* 
aess  scales  for  weighing  it,  and.  if  they  did,  prob- 
ably had  not  sufficient  acquaintance  with  it  to 
know. to  how  much  so  many  pennyweights  and 

grains  amounted.  Besides,  he  said,  it  would  be 
attering  to  him,  aft  a  citizen,  to  see  the  emblems 
of  his  own  country  circulating  among  us  in  pref- 
erence to  those  of  a  foreign  Power. 

Mr.  MiTCHli/L  said  he  waa  one  of  those  who 
thought  the  bill  of  no  great  public  .moment,  but 
he  had  rather  it  should  pass  than  not.  He  stated 
the  reason  why  this  section  had  been  heretofore 
sumnded,  namely :  that  the  Mint  had  not,  as 
had  been  ex{>ected,  thrown  into  circulation  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  coin  for  thecurre^it  exchange, 
the  failure  being  produced  first  by  a  wantof  skUl, 
perhaps,  in  the  coiners,  and,  subsequently,  by  a 
want  of  bullion  to  work  upon.  Besides,  wneo 
our  dollars  were  coined,  it  was  known  to  evwy 
one  that  there  was  a  prodigious  exportation  io 
Great  Britain  and  the  East  Indies ;  and,  when  it 
arrired  in  Great  Britain,  it  was  well  known  that, 
as  from  the  most  scrupubus  honesty,  the  tJnited 
States'  dollars  contained  less  alloy  tnan  the  silver 


eoins  of  other  nations,  th^  were  melted  dwm  ^ 
the  silversmiths  for  plate  and  fbjr  oth^  fHurpgacs. 
If  it  was  expedient  to  allow  foreign  eoins  la  cir- 
culate, as  they  now  do,  by  eommoa  eonmitf  for 
the  pnrpose  of  avoiding  litigatiao,  he  was  wiilui^ 
to  make  them  a  legal  ten&r.  The  law  had  al- 
ready snffieiehtly  guarded,  by  various  proWstoos, 
which  Mr.  R.  read,  against  the  eircnlation  of  s|Ni- 
rions,  or  any  other  than  good  coin.  With  ^uch 
guards  of  its  purity,  the  alarm  of  his  colleeftue 
was  quite  grouDdiess.  The  coins  were  new  cir- 
culating de facia;  the  bill  proposed  merely,  whaa 
good,  to  establish  a  legality  of  tender  in  rslarioa 
to  them. 

Mr.  SouTQABD  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
viewed  the  decision  on  the  bill  as  hanging  on  that 
of  a  question  of  policy  \  whether  it  was  expedi- 
ent to  permit  the  circulation  of  any  other  aoia 
than  American  and  SpaaialkmiUed  dfollars?  He 
thought  a  Itgal  circulation  ofgold  ooin^wouldbe 
more  advantageous  than  other wiise,  and  ihocfore 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  that,  on  the  funeral  principle, 
he  could  not  see  why  foreign  coin  should  bemade 
a  legal  tender,  because  banks  could  collect  and 
have  it  recoinedr  Btitj  at  the  present  monaeot, 
under  the  particular  circumstances  growing  oat 
of  the  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  he  understood  was 
winding  up  its  affiiirs,  and  had,  of  coarse^  heaVy 
demands  upon  the  State  banks ;  and,  under  the 
pressure  produced  by  this  demand,  or  an  iaereas- 
ed  pressure  created  by  the  bank  to  serve  their 
own  purposes,  if  foreign  coin  were  not  made  a 
l^pal  tender,  the  shock  ijipon  the  banks,  and 
through  them  upon  thecommunity,  would  be  very 
severe.  Mr.  £L  said  he  wai  not,  in  the  present 
crisis  of  afiairs,  inclined  to  give  to  -the  Blank  «f 
the  United  States,  a  facility  to  augment  the  pres- 
sure which  really  existed.  These  consideratiotts 
might  not  be  entitled  to  weight,  but  to  allow  time 
for  farther  consideration  of  them,  he  moved  that 
the  b\\\  lie  upon  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  said,  in  bis  opinion,  the  gentle- 
man who  wil^  last  up,  had  uken  a  correct  riew 
of  the  subject.  As  far  as  he  had  any  information, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  presaed  very  nraoh 
upon  the  State  banks,  refusing  to  receive  gtM 
coin  in  payment  for  their  notes.  Whether  the 
law  passed  or  not  would  have.no  material  effect 
upon  the  country  at  largew  Foreign  gold  coin 
was  already  circulating,  and  every  one,  who  had 
a  debt  due  to  him,  was  willing  to  close  it  bj  re- 
ceiving that  coin  in  payment.  But,  Mr.  B.  said, 
he  did  believe  (bat  the  crisis  alluded  to  was  oae 
which  deserved  the  consideration  of  the  House; 
and  he  believed,  by  passing  suck  a  law,  that  they 
would  enable  the  State  banks  to  stand  the  stom 
gathering  overfhera. 

His  impression  was  that  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  obtain  the  renewal  of  the  charter, 
wonld  make  every  effort  to  enlist  in  their  viewa 
all  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  oountry  $  and 
if  any  one  snowed  a  disposition  to  oppose  the  re- 
newal of  their  charter,  that  it  would  receive  no 
quarter  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 
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The  quantity  of  foreign  gold  coin  in  the  country 
eoold  not  he  considerable,  hiit  might  he  an  object 
to  the  Btate  banks.  To  those  gentlemen  who 
"Wished  to  sustain  the  Stat^  banks,  the  obiect  of 
thiii  bill  must  be  Terjr  acceptable.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  paragraph  he  had 
aeen  in  the  newspapers,  stating  that,  from  the 
sinzle  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  last  year,  there 
had  been  exported  between  two  and  three  mil- 
lions of  silver  dollars;  and  inferred  thepce  the 
probable  scarcity  of  United  States'  coins.  Mr.B. 
was  in  AiVor  of  the  bill's  lying  for  consideration, 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  said  that,  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  he  would  state  that  the  case  which 
had  been  supposed  as  likelr  to  exist,  had  redly 
oecurredi  Tne  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
pressed  upon  the  State  banks^  refusing  to  receive 
in  payment  foreign  gold  com.  which  had  been 
tendeied,  unless  at  a  reduced.ytilue.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass; 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table---yeas 
50,  nays  43. 

Fbidav,  Deeember  14. . 

Another  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Massacho^ 
setts,  Abijah  BiOBLow,  elected  to  supply  the 
▼ftcancy  occasioned  by  the  resignatiot>  ofW*!!- 
liftm  Stedmaof,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
ht«  »eat.  . 

Mr.  SoOTBARD,  from  thedommittee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report  in  part ; 
which  was  reed,  and  ordered  to  li^  on  the  table* 

Mr,  Newton,  frorn  the  Cominittee  of  Com- 
Bftereeand  Manufactures,  to  whom  w^s  referred 
the  iwtitioQs  of  Isaac  Clison,  and  Archibald 
IfcCall,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  issuiuff 
of  debentures  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twiecL  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qqldj 

Bewived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
for  ascertaining  and  settling  the  controverted. 
boundary  of  the  public  land,  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York ;  and  that  they  have  leare 
to  report  by  hill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  €k)Ln,  Mr.  Ghat,  Mr.  Winh,  Mr.  Allen, 
and  Mr.  Fbankltn,  were  appointed  a  committee^ 
pvrsoaot  to  the  said  resohition. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  P.  B.  Poster, 

Bemdved,  That  the  Committee  of  Comoierce 
and  Manufactures  beinstructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  removing^  the  office  of  the  Col- 
lectoj  of  customs  for  the  District  of  Bufl&lo,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  fVom  the  viUage  of  Buf- 
Mo,  to  Blaek  Rock. 

On  aiotion  of  Mr^  Nbwton,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  suspend  the  second 
section  of  the  act  regolating  foreign  coins. 

Mr.  doiNOT  mored  a  recommitment  of  the 
bUl  to  a  select  committee,  on  thb  ground  that  it 
wovkl,  he  apprehended',  as  it  at  present  stood^  ^ o 
to  adnit  the  gold  coins  of  foreign  Powers  to  cir^ 
ealate  at  their  nominal,  instead  of  their  real  value ; 
hy  which  means:  certain  eoint  would  become  a 


tender  at  their  nbminal  valup,  which  were  not 
worth  so  much  by  four  cents  in  the  dollar.  To 
the  principle  of  the  bTlL,  he  said,  there  could  bfe  no 
objection  ;  and  he  only  wished  thai  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  examine  the  operation  t3f 
the  bill  and  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  as  he 
suspected  or  not. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Messrs.  Mitchill 
and  Bacon  on  the  sulyect,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  duiNCTjMr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr. 
Sbybert,  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

Mr.SBEPFBT  presented  the  memorial  of  Simeon 
Knight,  stating  that  he.  whilst  acting  as  a  pay- 
master in  the  Army  ot  the  United  States^  had, 
under'the  authority  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War, 
General  Henry  Dearborn,paid  to  Brigadier  Qen- 
aral  James  Wilkinson  the  sum  of  $1,450,  beipg 
the  amount  Of  extra  rations  allowed  him  as  com- 
mander of  a  separate  post  whilst  at  New  Orleans ; 
vbtit  tbaft  on  presenting  his  vouchers  for  settlement 
at  the  War  Office,  payment  of  the  same  was 
withheld ;  and  praying  relief.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Hobn  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
first  and  second  chambers  of  the  City  Council  of 
Washington,  praying  for  certain  alterations  in 
their  charter.—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conimittee  of 
the  Whole,  51  to  44,  on  the  bill  for  apportioning 
the  Representatives  nccording  to  the  third  ehu* 
Iteration  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  pending  when  the  Committee 
rose  yesterday  was  on  filling  the  blank  for  the 
ratio  of  apportionment  with  50.000. 
This,  question  was  lost,  yeas  26. 
The  question  having  been  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  for  the  number  to  entitle  to  one  Represent- 
ative with  421,000,  and  lost- 
Mr.  FiSK  said  it  would  be  gratifyinj[  to  him  if 
any  member  would  state  bis  reasons  in  favor  of 
a  small  number.  They  were  now,  he  said,  legis- 
lating on  a  great  (Question ;  one  as  materially  af- 
fecting the  rights  of  the  people  as  any  which 
would  come  before  th^m'  dtirio'g  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  had  been  disappointed  in  the  results  of 
several  questions  which  had  been  decided  in  Com- 
mittee; for,  from  the  best  calculation  he  could 
make  from  the  last  returns,  the  ratio  of  one  for 
every  forty  thousand  would  yield  an  aggregate 
number  of  upward  of  one  hundred  ilnd  eighty 
members ;  more  than  could  be  accommodateid  in 
this  room,  a  larger  number  than  was  admissible 
under  a  rule,  mentioned  yesterday,  viz:  that 
more  should  not  be  admitted  than  could  hear 
each  other  speak.  If  we  increase  the  number  ac- 
cording to  the  standard  which  seems  to  be  Con- 
sidered proper  bj  some,  to  what  extent  will  it 
not  carry  us  ?  If  we  once  ^tablish  the  rule  that 
the  Representatives  shall  be  so  apportioned  as 
that  no  Slate  shall  be  deprived  of  a  Representa- 
tire,  we  shall,  for  the  neat  ten- years,  have  at 
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least  tWo  hundred  and  twenty;. and,  for  the  ten 
years  folio  wing,  t>erhaps  three  hundred  and  fifty* 
Did  any  gentleman  wish  such  extension  of  their 
namhe/?  How  disproportionate  W9uld  it  be  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  from  w^ich 
it  was  already  remarked  that  every  measure  of 
Interest,  every  measure  called  energetic,  pri^ina- 
t^d.  Numbers  were  not  imporUtH  in  the  National 
Legislature,  the  members  of  which  were  deputed 
to  transact  national,  not  local  business;  not  to 
guard  personal  rights  or  property,  but  the  interest 
of  th^  ns^tion.  And  were  not  an  hundred  or  an 
hundred  and  fifty  members,  Mr.  F.  asked,<as  com- 
petent to  transact  business  as  double  that  num- 
ber ?  He  had,  on  this  question,  no  views  but  sqch 
as  resulted  from  a  desire  to  fix  on  the  most  proper 
ratio.  Independent  of  the  representation  of  any 
of  the  Terntories,  if  erected  into  States,  if  the 
ratio  0/  forty  thousand  were  fixed  60,  it  would, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  give  one  hundred  and 
eightjr-sev^n  members';  and,  if  the  present  ratio 
of  thirty-three  thousand  welre  continuedi  there 
would  be  two  hundred  and  twenty  or  two  bun* 
dred  and  thirty  members  in  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress. *  • 

Mr.  BoTD  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
make  some  remarks,  thoujth  he  did  not  expect 
anythinghe  could  say  would  makeanjr  greauni* 
pressioB.  The  ar^ment  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
tlouse  to  contain  a  large  number  of  members 
ouffht.  he  said,  to  have  no  effect.  The  room  was 
built  tor  their  accommodation,  and  if  it  should 
prove,  hereafter,  too  small,  could  be  changed  or 
altered.  The  Constitution,  he  apprehended,  had 
intimated  that  thirty  thousand  was  the  proper 
ratio,  and  that  so  it  ought  to  remain,  until  the 
people  saw  fit  to  amend  the  Constitution.  He 
denied  the  right  of  Congress,  by  any  act  of  theirs, 
to  take  away  fVom  a  State  one  or  more  of  the 
Representatives  which  it  now  has.  He  believed 
It  would  be  contrary  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Gk)LD  considered  this,  bill  as  a  very  impor- 
tant one,  as  fixing  the  construction  to  be  put  on  a 
provision  of  the  Constitution.  While,  on  the 
oiie  hand,  it  might  be  admitted  4hat  business 
would  he  in  general  better  done  by  d  small  num- 
ber of  Representatives,  yet,  on  the  other, hand, 
there  were  important  considerations  in  favor  of  a 
large  number,  as  ^etitlemen  would  find  by  refer- 
ring to  the  discussions  at  the  period  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  OonstitutioB.  It  was  then  feared  by 
some  that  the  representation  of  so  great  a  people 
.would  be  too  small.  If  gentlemen  would  r^fer 
to  a  number  q(  papers,  drawn  up  by  an  associa- 
tion of  jgentlemen,  at  that  time,  and  published 
under  the  title  of  **The  Federalist,"  they  would 
find  various  arguments  use,d  to  induce  the  Legis- 
lature to  make  the  representation  full;  so  that, 
at  that  period)  no  apprehensions  had  existed,  of 
the  Representatives,  becoming  too  numerous. 
On-theeontrary,  it  was  supposed  that  the  public 
confidence  would  be  impaired  by  paving  a  small 
deleption.  In  adverting  to  the  relaxed  sUte  ^f 
the  Unioor,  and  how  much  it  was  exposed  to  be 
shook  by  attempu  to  weaken  it,  irwas  supposed 
that  public  confidence  would  bo  inspired,  and 


general  satisfaction  given,  by  the  selection'' of  a 
large  number.  It  was  true,  Mr.  Q.  said,  that  rep- 
resent at  ion  ^ight  swell  so  much  as  to  operate  to 
the  exclusion  of  legislation;  but  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives  would  not,  even  if  the  present 
ratio  were  retained,  be  so  numerous  as  many 
other  legislative  bodies  in  the  Union.  He  had 
no  objection  to  increasing  the  numbers  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  such  an  amount  as 
would  .permit  public  business  to  be  done  with  fa- 
cility. Gentlemen  might  differ  as  to  the  precise 
ratio ;  but,  while  they  argued  in  favor  of  a  small 
number,  from  the  incoavenieno?of  a  large*  dele- 
gation, he  hoped  they  would  conceive  with  him 
that  well-grounded  apprehensions  .might  be  en- 
tertained of  the  evils  which  would  resqlt  from  its 
being  too  small. . 

Mr.  PoTTBB  expressed  his  belief  that  MitFiSK 
had  miscalculat^a  the  amount  of  tb«  present  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States.  He  was  also  against 
so  i^rge  a  ratio  as  forty  thousand,  as,  in  all  prob- 
ability, Rhode  Island  would  then  have  a  fraction 
of  thirty-nine  thousand.  He  said,  he  could  not 
conceive  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  sobjeet 
at  this  time,  or  why  gentlemen  should  be  afraid 
of  knowing  what  was  the  actua}  poptiUtioo  of 
each  State.  He  was  hiniself  in  favor  of  the  oki 
ratio ;  for  that  which  was  proposed  wouFd  proba- 
bly deprive  Rhode  Island  of  one  of  her  Repre- 
sentatives, and  a  State  might  as  well  be  unrepre- 
sented as  to  have  but  one  Uelegkte*  It  was  iin- 
possible  for  one  Repjesentative  to  Be  omnipresenc, 
and  the  interests  of  the  State  might  sometimes 
suffer  from  his  abs^ce.  The  State  of  Delaware, 
well  represented  as  she  was,  having  bat  one  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  was  unrepresented  half 
her  time.  The  ratio  of  forty  thousand,  he  appre- 
hended, would  not  add  one  to  the  present  namber 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  larg- 
est number  proposed  ;  and,  not  having  been  able 
to  Qbtain  that,  he  should  vote  for  the  largest  on 
which  a  majority  could  agree.  In  the  diMriet 
represented  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Mum Foao)  and 
himself,  there  were .  probably  one  hundred  and  . 
twenty  tboqsand  souis|  and  yet  be  had  not  heard 
any  murmuring  that  they  were  not  iadequately 
represented.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  guided  ia  his 
decision  on  this  subject  by  considerations  of  va- 
rious kinds ;  one  of  which  was,  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  Government  from  an  enlarged  repre- 
seiitation.  If  gentlemen  served,  ftonortt  g-rcUuL 
as  in  the  British  Gov^rQment,  be  said  he  shoald 
not  have  the  same  objection.  There  waa  theif 
no  great  expense,  and  but  a  comparatively  ;imaU 
attendance,  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  qoo- 
rum  being  much  smaller.  But,  when  it  was  tsHEOi 
into  consideration  that  every  Representative  here 
drew  a  quantum  of  tSe  public  money,  it  became 
a  serious  question,  on  economical  oonsideralt^i^iu, 
whether  they  ought  to  make  so  large  a  draught 
oh  the  public  funds  as  an  increased  represeiMa- 
tion  wpuld  require.  .In  a  Opvernment  watcMng 
its  treasury  with  so  much  care,  and  haVing/bat 
two  modes  of  procuring  revenue — from  ^oa* 
merce  and  th^  pvblic  lansls— they- QHgl^t  t«D  he 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


406 


HISTORY  OP  GONGRESa 


406 


Dbcbmbm,  1810. 


Apportionment  of  BepregenUtifonn 


H.  QF  R* 


caatious  how  thf  y  coosumed  the  fiaanees  q(  t|ie 
coDotrjr. 

Another  consideration  lo  h^Qi  of  a  large  ratio, 
Mr.  M.  said,  was  this:  that  this  body  was  now, 
inhis  judgment^  quite  a^  numerous  as  was  cqo- 
sistfDt  with  a  distinct  performance  of  the  public 
business.  He  meant  no  reflection  on  the  House 
whf n  he  remarked,  that  it  now  required  all  the 
skill  of  the  Speaker  to  keep  ordef,  and'  as  much 
exertion  of  the  lungs  as  possible  for  a  speaker  to 
make  himself  heard*  If  this  assembly  became 
more  multitudinous,  he  could  not  see  how  it  wis 
possible,  under  all  tne  restrictions  that  could,  be 
devised,  that. public  business  could  b&perfi^rmed. 
He  believed  aq  a^^embly  of  persohs,  however  in- 
dividual! v  respectable  and  dignified,  ^hea  thev 
^ot  together,  under  the  influence  oi^  warm  feel- 
inffs^  or  party  prejudices  and  eicitements,  would 
exhibit  s«ch  a  s^ene  of  disorder  as  to  reflect  no 
credit  on  themselves.  A  restriction  to' the  num- 
ber of  the  members  composing  the  House  of  Aop- 
reseotatives,  would  conduce  extrei&elyao  the  dig- 
nity of  that  body,  to  the  dispatch  pf^sipe^^and 
to  the  comfort  of  their  constituents^    - 

Coofress^  Mr.  M.  said,  did  Boi  convene  Jiere 
to  legislate  on  all  the  subjects  of  tlie  rights  of 
citizens.    Our  Qovernmei^t  is,  he,  eonten«led«  a 
peculiar  piecie  of  machinery,  an  impcriiun  inim-. 
periQ,     The  Representatives  to  Congress  left  be- 
liind  tfaem  Legist tures,  whose  ^Mrovince  it  was  to 
take  care  of  the  personal  rights  aQd>Uia  rights  oi 
property  of  our  citizens.    With  these  concerns, 
said  Mr.  M.,  we  have  nothing  to  do.    We  meet 
here  under  a  Constitution  expressly  framed  and 
devised  for  legislating  on  select  subjects,  whicih,  on 
account  of  the  generality  of  their  natqre,  could 
not  be  confided  to  the  several  States.'.  When, 
then,  we  eoi^ider  the  narrow  grounds  we  have 
to  legislate  on,  that  our  great  priviiegea  are  left 
at  homei  we  shall  be  convinced  that  there  is  no 
occasioit  that  this  body  should  be  as  numerous  as 
if  we  were  concerned  in  the  great  questions  of 
property  and  rigl)t,  which  are  secured  by  the 
Constitution,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  and  of  the  courts  for  the  furthering 
of  justice.    If  I  were  to  quote  a  precedent  of  a 
Legislature  for  commanding  influence,  and  for 
wisdom  and  sagacity  in  carrying  us  through  an 
arduous  contest  whilst  striiggling  for  our  liber- 
ties, I  should  quote  the  Old  Congress — limited,  in 
nomber,  but  remarkable  for  the  honesty  and  fhlel- 
ity.  with  which  they  performed  what  a  more  jiu- 
merous  body  could  not  have  accomplished.    And, 
if  1  wished  to  cite  an  instance  ot  the  evils  to  h^ 
dreaded   from  a  numerous  assembly,  I  should 
quote  the  National  Convention  of  France,  where 
representatives,  assembling  in  great  number,  ex- 
hibited such  a  spectacle  oi  dis9rder  as  I  hope  we 
.shall  never,  by  a  multitude  of  counsellorsi  rain 
the  risk  of  imitating.    The  great  objectis,  that 
the  people  should  be  satisfied  wi)h  their  repre- 
sentation in  this  House,  and  that  they  should  be 
perfectly  informed  of  the  character  as  to  hon- 
esty, probity,  and  intelligence,  which  their  Rep- 
resentative possesses.    Now,  sir,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  if^  from  every  forty  thousand  souls,  the  peo- 


pie  select  such  a  Representative  as  from'  his  prop-  * 
erty  is  not  likely  to  be  swerved  from  his  duty  by 
the  hope  of  office,  if  they  are  seeure  of  bis  in  teg* 
rity^  and.  satisfied  of  hi?  capacity  to  perform  the 
functions  delegated  to  him,  they  will  be  as  well 
satisfied  that  forty  thousand  souls  should  be  rep- 
resented by  one,  asnhtft  every  thirty  thousand 
should  be  entitled  to  a  Represenutive;  It.  is  iiot 
in  proportion  to  the^  nufnber^  of  le^slaiors  that 
advantages  accrue  to  a  nation,  but  in  proportion 
to  the  weightof  character  of  such  persons.  And 
in  free  Qoveraments.  predicated  oi^  such  princi- 
ples as  ours,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  people 
will  choo«e  such  ^persons;  and  for  this  ieason^ 
that,  in  considering  the  theory  of  our  Constllu- 
tioB,  we  roust  first  suppose  the  electors  are  intel- 
ligent, and,  in  thdnext  place,  that  they  are  virtu- 
ons.  If  these  be  not  two  pillars  on  which  the  • 
Constitutidn  rests,  iq  its  true  th^eory,  1  know  not 
what  that  Cronstitution  is. 
\  Under  the  impressions  whicli  hje  entertained 
on  this  subject,  Mr.  M.  hoped,  before  the  question  • 
was  taken  on  the  number  forty  thousand,  that 
gentle)H\en  would  reflect  on  the  serious  conse- 
quei>ce8  Of  reiemting  this  number  and  taking  a 
soaallar.  Unaer  the  ewnrictioD  that  a  represen- 
tation on  the  ratio  of  one  for  erery  forty  thou- 
sand would  be  entitled  to  the  full  confidence  of 
the  people,  and  under  the  serious  apprehension 
that.fronvan  increased  representation  greftt  det- 
^riment  would  result  to  the  public  business,  he  ielt 
himself  compelled  to  yote  for  the  nnmber  now 
proposed. 

The  question  on.  forty  thousand  was  taken,  and 
carried— yeas  78.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  tlie  question  oc- 
curred of  concurring  witk  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  FtTKin  said  that  he  had  not  expected  that ) 
a  bUl  of  so  much  iinportanoe  would  have  pro- 
gressed so  far^  and  gone'  through  the  Committee 
oi  the  Wh'ole  in  so  rapid  a  manner  as  this  had. 
What,  be  asked  of  the  HoosO)  was  settled  bv  the 
passage  of  this  bill  1^  Nothing  was,  or  could  be 
settled  by  the  4>resent  "Congress,  unless  the  re- 
turns wiere  nsade  from  the  different  fikates  of  the 
1143 mber  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  before  the 
bill  became  «  law ;  for  Congress  alone  could  des- 
ignate and  specify  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives which  each  Btate  should  send.  .The  laws 
heretofore  passed,  designating  the  number  of 
Representatives,  had,  at  the  same  time,  declared 
the  ratio,  and  specified  the  nurn.ber  of  Represent- 
atives of  each  State.  Congress  alone  werte  com- 
petent to  decide  on  the  legality  of  the  returns,, 
and  on  their  act  alone  -coiild  the  State  Legisla^ 
tures  proceed.  Mr.  P.  presumed  -no  member 
woold  say  that  itshohld  be  left  to  the  Executire. 
or  any  Department  of. the  Government,  to  say 
how  many  Representatives  eiaeh  State,  should 
send  to  Congress. '  The  present  Congress  might 
fix  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  but  it  wopld  not  be 
obligatory  on  the  ne^t.  Coogress,  who  could^  and' 

I  undoubtedly,  would,  modify  or  reverse  it  as  they 
should,  think  proper.  This  bill,  was,  thereforcf 
premature,  and^  in  fflct,  wo>ild  not  settle  the  pria* 
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oipie  which  it  proposed  to  diedde.  He  wns,  there- 
fore, on  thit  groQod,  opposed  to  to  the  pa98age  of 
this  bill ;  a&d  he  believed,  the  ioconvenienee  of 
deciding  it  now  would  be  greater  than  if  the 
biisiaess  were  to  rest  uotil  after  the  retaros  were 
nade. 

With  respect  to  the  Dunber  by  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  sbotiid  be  repreeeoted 
for  the'eosutDg  tea  years;  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would 
agree  that  there  was  a  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion,  not  only  in  this  House,  bot  in  the  nation, 
fikit  he  had  been  not  a  little  astonished  to  hear 
ihe;argan)ents  of  some  gentlemen,  evidently  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  the  Constitu* 
tion.  Thi^  is  a  Government  of  the  people,  and, 
«s  population  Increases,  representation  should  also 
increase,  in  a  certain  proportion.  This,  Mr,  P. 
considered  oae  of  the- first  maxims  of  Govern- 
ment. .  Gentlemen  bad  asked  whether  the  most 
important  laws  had  not  generally  originated  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legidature.  and  had  thence 
drawn  the  inference  tkat  a  small  iaumber  was  best. 
If  this  argument  proved  anything^  what  was  it? 
Why)  as  ener^  was  xhe  great  principle,  and  as 
^fae  Grovernment  of  Bona.parte  was,  probably,  the 
most  energetic  in  the  world,  that  hb  Government 
was,  therefore,  better  tban  ours.    Our  Goveni'^ 

.  men't^  said  Mr.  P.,  is  not  a  Government  (in  this 
branch  especially)  of  energy.  .  It  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  confidence  f  and  when  our  population  is 
4kubte  its  present  amount,: the  people  will  not  be 

'  ^satisfied  with  the  same  number  .of  Represenu- 
tiVes  as  is  now  fixed.  I  was,  therefore,  sir,  not  a 
iittle  surprised  to  see  so  many  gentlemen  vote  fo/ 
a  ratio  of  fifty  thousand,  when,'hy  fixing  on  that 
ratio,  even  our  present  number  would  be  lessened. 
i  aUk  wh'etber  this  accords  with  the  principles  of 
republican  Government?  I  apprehend  Bot,.sir. 
It  ia  very  well  known,  that  the  Constitution,  when 
adopted,  was  a  matter  of  compromise  ampng  the 
Slates ;  and  that, an  consequence  bf  this  compro- 
mise, the  States,  whioh  were  before  in  some 
measure  independent  of  each  other,  sacrificed  a 
part  of  their  rights,  agreeing  to  be  represented  in 
general  Congress,. but  in  a  certain  way.  1  dp  ap- 
prehend, sir,  that,  as  respecu-  fixing  the  ratio,  it 
will  be^  at  preseiit,  ipost  for  the  interest  of  the- 
United  States,  and  our  best  policy,'SO  to  arrange 
it  as  that  no  State  of  the  Union  should  be  de- 
prived of  any  part  of  its  representation  on  this 
^ooJr.  This  principle,  at  acme  future  period,  per- 
haps, will  not  be  tha  one  which  will,  or  ought  to 
|[oyem  this  House ;.  because  inequalities  are  con- 
aiantly  arising,  and  new  States  are formtag  to  the 
West  and  South,  which,  in  course  of  time,  would 
incr<^ase  the  representation  in  this  House  in  such 
a  degree  as,  at  some  dististnt  day,  to  deprive  some 
of  the  old  thirteen  States  of  a  representation  on 
this  floor..  But,  whenever  the  time  comes  when 
the  old  States  will  be  placed,  in  some  measure,  in 
a  degraded  situation^  what  will  be  their  feelings? 
It  will  be  a  fruitful  cauee  of  jealbufry,  and  will 
Add  another  to  the  sources  which  already  too 
much  prevail. 

I  think,  therefore,. that  gentlemen,  when  they 
tefleetupon  it,  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  |»esent 


is  the  most  correct  rule,  that  they  will  dooothini 
which  shall  tend  to  divide  the  States  into  sectiooj 
of  North,  Bast,  West,  or  Sbuth.  I  do  Dot  liki 
these  distinctions  at  all ;  they  will  come  scoi 
enough  without  our  seeking  them ;  and  I  (oi 
they  will  come  too  soon.  If  the  ratio  be  doi 
fixed  by  which  some  States  will  be  deprived  cl 
a  part  of  their  present  representation,  it  win  teoi 
to  excite  iealousies  which  it  will  be  difiiciilt  u 
allay.  These  States  will  feel  themselves  dep 
ded ;  right  or  Wrong,  tbey  will  suppose  that  (bdi 
influence  is  diminishing  in  the  councils  of  tk 
nation*  I  apprehend  that,  by  fixing  the  ratio ti 
forty  thousand,  this  will  be  the  case  with  tbm 
oi' fetir  States.  Unless  there  be  some  imperioas 
necessity  for  this  course,  I  ask  gentlemen,  vlie- 
ther  it  be  wise  or  politic  to  pursue  it  ?  Thegreit 
family  of  the  nation  was  originally  compoMdof 
thirteen  branches,  all  of  whom  contributed  stock 
to  it.  When  the  time  comes  when  these  braodin 
see  their  members  on  this  floor  lopped  oflj  ntj 
^unpleasant  feelings  will  be  excited.  The  ntio 
of  forty  thousand,  depriving  some  States '^tpirt 
of  their  present  representation,  will  probaWjrleiTe 
them  large  fractions,  whi6h  must  remain  for  ta 
ye^s  unrepresented.  I  am  willing  to  fix  oo  sodi 
a  r^tio  as  shall  plac«  every  fifate  at  least  opM 
its  present  footing  in  this  House.  lapprebeoi 
when  the  returi^  are  received,  that  ihe  ntio  of 
thirty-seven  or  thirty^ight  thousand  will  ittain 
this  object.  In  ten  yedrs  more  it  may  be  politic  to 
fix  on  such  h  ratio  as  shall  take  from  someSttte 
ohe  or  more  Represehtatives;  but  ai  tint  tJnie 
such  a  course  will  be  more  readily  acquiesced  in 
than  now. 

A»  to'the  expense  ii(n.n  additional  repcefeott* 
tion.  Mr.  P.  said  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  thought  «> 
single  mbmebt.  Whilst  we  have  a  representt- 
tive  Government,  expense  will  attend  it.  ht» 
State  Legislature^,  some  of  whose  branches  co&- 
tain  firom  two  to  five  hundred  members,  no  in- 
convenience of  this  kind  had  been  foaodwoicb 
had  Induced  them  to  change  the  rcpreseatt- 
tiop.  Neither,  Mr.  P.  said,  could  he  coDseDiw 
the  argument  that  the  mauers  which  catneben)^ 
Congress  were  of  such  small  importanec  com- 
pared with  those  which  came  before  the  Stite 
Legislatures,  that  therefore  the  number  of  R^ 
resentatives  ought  to  be  diminished.  The  t^ 
of  Congress  were  vastly  more  important^;  twf 
went  to  effect  the  liberty  and  property  of  er^ 
man  in  the  nation,  and  loan  infinite  extent  tlfli*'^' 
That  ai^ument  therefore  had  no  weight. 

Mr.  F.  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  H«JJ 
would  fix  on  some  ratio  between  thlrty-tnrc«*^ 
forty  thousand,  keeping  in  view  State  fceliopj 
well  as  the  principle  that  repfesentation  shorn 
gradually  increase  with  population. 

Mr.  Q,uiNCT  said  that  the  agitation  of  ihisqoe^ 
tion  at  the  present  moment  had  lakeft  hio  ^ 
much  by  surprise  as  it  had  the  gefitleman  tro 
Connecticut.  He  had  no  idea  that  a  qf^.^***°J, 
pregnant  with  interest  would  be  harried  wro^ 
the  House  in  this  way.  His  object  in  "^'Jj^ 
to  obtain  a  postponement  of  (he  quesiioo  tp'TJ 
time  in  the  next  week,  for  the  consideration  « 
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poliic,  which  to  his  mmd  w^s  important.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  bill  on  the  principle  that  it  would  be 
a  TiolatioB  of  the  ConstitQtioQ  to  pasii  it.  It  went 
to  establish  a  ratio  whicb^  in  its  effect,  must  be 
abortire.    The  Constitution  says: 

**  RepreMntatiTei  and  ^rod  taxershall  be  appoHioned 
amons  the  urrenH  States  which  may  be  incln^  witiiin 
this  Union,  aeeording  to  their  respectiTe  nnmbers, 
which  dull  be  detonnined  by  adding  to  the  whoto  a  um- 
ber offtea  peisona,  including  those  boond  to  service  for 
mierm  of  years,  and,  exchiding  Indians  not  taxed,  three'* 
fifthe  of  all  other  persons.    The  actual  enanteeation 
shaB  be  made  wi$hin  three  years  after  the  first  meeir 
ing  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within 
ereiy  enbsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in.sucfa  manner  as 
they  shall  by  law  direct^    The  numbes  of  Representa- 
three  ahall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand* 
bnt  eacii  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representative." 
The  CpnstiuiUoa  then  hadspedfieally  made  it 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  apportion  the  represen- 
tation of  each  State,  kccoiding  to  its  respeetire 
onmbers.    Was  it  not,  he  asked,  inBultely  absurd 
and  a  direct  Tiolation  of  the  Constitution,  to  appor- 
tion the  representation  before  tb^se  numbers  were 
known  7     iVben  the  Constitution  had  made  it  a 
duty  to  do  a  thing  according  to  a  standard  pre- 
Kribed,  would  they  do  that  thing  before  that 
standard  could  be  in  possession  jof  the  House? 
Suppose  that  in  1791>  before  the  numbers  of  the 
States  were  known,  Congress  had  under tal^a  to 
fix  the  ratio  of  representation-^ would  not  the 
Hall  haya  rang  with  the  exclamations  that  it  was 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  ?    And  how  would 
this  bill,  Mr.  d.  ask^d,  less  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion than  such  an  act  would  have  done  ?    For, 
as  to  the  numbers  to  be  ascertained  by  tbe  pre- 
sent census,  Congress  were  as  little*  competent  ta 
decide  as  they  were  before  any  ceuf  us  was  taken* 
This  was  the  ground  on  which  he  objected  totne 
bill  as  unconstitutional^and  which  he  wished  an 
opportunitv  thoroughly  to  examine.    Ha  there- 
fore movea  that  the  bjU  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fine  said,  it  bad  been  deemed  desirable 
to  fix  the  ratio  before  the  numbers  pf  each  State 
were  ascertained,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difficaltj 
which  would  arise  from  the  fractions,  nad  to  af- 
ford «n  accommodation  to  the  State  Legislatnies, 
which  would  be  in.  session  before  the  nextmeel- 
ing  of  Coolness,  It  would  indeed  be  necessary 
to  pass  a  law  declaring  the  number  of  R^presen- 
uuves  to  be  sent  by  each  ^tate;  but  that  would 
be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  if  the  ratio  were  pre* 
viously  ascertained  by  law.  ' 

Mr.  F.  treated  the  idea  of  this  bill's  being  un- 
coBstitational,  as  altogether  unwarranted  by  iaet; 
ibritdid  not  fix  the  apportionment,  but  merely 
the  latioi  acoording  to  wnich  the  Represeatatrves 
thenld  bo  apportioned  among,  the  States  when 
their  rmective  numbers  were  known. 

Ur.  F.  observed  that  ifwonld  seem  that  Con- 
gfeis  had  heretofore  entertained  a  livelier  idea  of 
the  importance  of  a  numerous  representation  than 
the  people,  for,  as  far  as  the  latter  had  acted,  they 
had  shown  themselves  averse  to  a  large  delega^ 
tjon.  Mr.  F.  read  the  following  paragraph :  - 
^  Anr.  1.  After  tiie  flim  enumeiiatUiii  lequiared  by 


the  fint  article  of  the  Constitntion,  there  shall  be  one 
repreientative  for  every  thhiy  thousand,  untfl  Uie  num- 
ber shall  amount  to  one  faondred,  after  which  the  pro- 
portion shall  be  so  regulated  by.Congress  that  there  AfH 
be.  not  less  than  one  halidred  Representatives,  er  less 
than  one  Representative  for  evevy  forty  thenaand  per- 
sons, until  the  number  of  Rspresentatives  shall  amount 
to  two  hundred ;  after  which  the  preportion  shall  be  so 
regulated  by  Congress,  that  there  shall  be  not  less  tban 
two  hundred  Representatives,  nor  mora  than  one  Repr 
resentative  for  every  fifty  thousand  pezioos.'' 

This  he  said  was  one  of  the  two  articles  of  the 
Constitution  whieh  had  opt  b^en  ratified.  Whst 
was  the  inference  but  that  the  people  were  ofH 
posed  to  an  enlarged  representation  i 

It  has  been  aicgued,  as  an  objection  lo  the  bill, 
that  the  next  Congre^  would  not  be  bound  by  it, 
as  th«y  might  repeal  or  amend  il.  Did  not  this 
argument  apply  with  equal  force  against  all  le- 
gislation 1  It  might  with  equal  propriety  be  said 
that  the  apportionment  act  of  ]@02  was  not  ob« 
ligatory,  on  the  ^several^  Congresses  which  sua- 
ceeded  it,  because  it  mifht  have  be^  repealed. 
But  as  they  did  not  »ee  fit  to  repeal  it,  neither 
did^e  su{>pose  the  next  Congress  would  see  fit  to 
repeal  this,  if  passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  PiTKUf  said  he  was  only  very  sorry  that 
tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  dkl  not  see  the 
difference  between  this  and  ordinary  laws,  which 
take  efiect  immediately  after  their  passage;  whilst 
this  jaw  could  have  no  efifect  until  181^  and  was 
a  dead  letter  until  another  law  was  passed  to  give 
it  life.  No  State  Leaislature  coula  with  salety 
proceed,  to  district  a  Stat^  according  to  the  ratio . 
prescribe^  by  this  .bill,  because  it  opuld  not  take 
effect  till  the  next  session  of  Congress,  Gentle- 
men would  fiqd;that  the  >  apporiionment  laws 
heretofore  enacted  had  not  been  passed  until  the 
session  ptecedipg  the  4th  of  March  on  Which 
they  were  to  have  efiecit;  and  he  could  see  no 
possible  rea$on  for  changing  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  WaiuRT  was  in&vor  of  postponing,  and 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  was  against  it, 
because  it  proposed  to  bestow  on  others  a  power 
residing  in  Con|;ress*  If  this  law  were  to  pass, 
could  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be  authorized  to 
declare  the  number  pf  Representatives  to  which 
each  State  was  entitled  ?  Could  Congress  trans- 
fer to  him  legislative  power,  and  authorize  him 
to^  declare  of  how  many  members  thb,  body 
should  consist  ?  He  presumed  not.  The  power 
was  Tested  in  Congress,  naNl  not  in  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Bui  gentlemen  were  desirous  now  le 
fix  the  number  of  souls  which  should  entitle  to  n 
Representative— and  why  ?  That  t^e  State  Le- 
gislatures, understanding  the  ntomber  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  which  they  are  entitled  from  kn6w- 
ing  the  census,  may  proteed  to  district  their 
States,  in  anticipation  of  the  law  to  be  passed  by 
Congress.  But  their  acts  would  not  be  conclu- 
sive, because  Qongrese  tni|tht  change  the  ratio, 
and  they  would  hare  to  undo  all  they  had  done* 
Mr.  W.  hoped  that  this  business  would  be  post« 
>oned,  until,  as  heretofbre.  Congress  should  be 
possessed  of  all  the  information  of  which  the 
natue  of  the  ease  would  admit.    When  the  ocn- 
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8US  was  received  from  th^  Presideot  of  thre  Uni- 
ted States  tbey  wouid'be  much  better  able  tctact 
thao  DOW.  1q  this  ease,  Mr.  W.  said  he  held 
himself  Jmperiouslf  bound  to  .follow  the  steps  of 
hia  predecessors..  He  held  it^a  correct  maxim  in 
geuertft,  that  the  practice  of  to-day  should  be  the 
precedent  for  to-morrow.  Why  need  they  de- 
cide this  business  immediately?  There  were  yet 
some  mouths  |n  the  session,  apd  tibe  enough  to 
reflect  on.  the  subject..  Why  legislate  byhanres? 
If  this  law  were  passed,  Mr.  W;  asked,  was  it 
perfect?  Did  it  declare  to  how  many  Repre- 
sefitatives  each  State  should  be  entitled?  He 
said  he  could  refer  to  cases  jo  which  errors  had 
occurred  in  the  census ;  and  it  wa's  in  the  power 
of  the  House  alone  to  correct  any  ei'rors  which 
might  hare  escaped  the  S^retary  of  State.  In 
Maryland  a  mistake  bad  occurred  in  the  last  enu- 
meration^  6f  thirty  or  forty  thousand  sot)ls.  He 
believed  thai  a  greatportion  of  the  district  com- 
prising Cecil  and  Hartford  countiei^  had  be^n 
omitted ;  and  he  recollected  perfectljr  Well  that 
the  error  was  correctei,d:  itnd«  by  turning  his  eye 
to  the  proceedings  of  tnat  day,  he  could  see  other 
Errors.  He  wiahed,  when  the  House  acted,  that 
they  should  do  it  understandingly,  ^nd  with  all 
the  evidence  before  them  X}f  which  the  case  was 
susceptible.  He  hoped  the  bill  Would-  be  post- 
poned until  the  rettfrns  df  the  censiTs  were  re- 
ceived^n  the  usual  mode.  He  had  no  object  in 
view  but  to  Exercise  understand ingly  .the  func- 
tidna  delegated  to  Coniresa.  Had  the  Apportion- 
ment, he  asked,'  evertefore  been  fixed  before  the 
census  was' known?  No;  and  he  demanded  of 
honorable  gentlemen  some  reasonwhy  a  new 
course  should  now  be  adopted.  As  to  the  ide4 
of  a  conflict  among  the  Statesfor  tt|e  ratio  which 
should  best  suit*  their  rbspeetjve  numbers,  be 
should  feel  no  difficulty  oivthat  score;  he  should 
be  strongly  inclined  to  fatvor  the  small  Stales. 
He  should  be  strongfy  disposed  to  givei  to  Dela- 
ware and  Rhode  IsTaod  a^  large  a  representation 
a»  possible.'  The  large  States  had  so  preponder- 
ating an  influence  in  relation  to  them,uhat  their 
rights  ought  to  be  much  respected  indeed. 

JVIr^  W.  said  he  w«s  in  favor  of  postponement, 
basause  he  would  not  delegate  to  the  Secretary 
of  SttCate,  or  %o  any  other  avrthority,  the  powers 
belonging  to  Congress ;  and,  because  he  was  un- 
willing to  do  now  what  Congress  thoughtit  their 
duty  not  to  do  hecetofore.  * 

Mr.  W.  Alston  opposed  the  postponement. 
He  was  as  loth  to  idepart  frOhi  old  practices  as 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  those  practices 
were  found  to  be  j^od.  But  wh^n  they  proved 
inconvenient  or  u^ess;  it  was  certainly  right  to 
depart  frbm  them.  What,  th^,  had. experience 
tatijgrht  them  on  this  subject?  Why,  that  if  the 
ratio  was  not  fixed  before  the  census  was  known, 
great  inconvenience^ would  result  totnany  States. 
Congress,  at  their  last  session,  b^ing  apprised  of 
the  ctroumslaace,  had  In  their  law  dir^Q|ed  that 
complete  returns  should  be  made  to  th^.  Secre- 
tary of  State  bf  the  first  of  March  next.  It  was 
well  known  that,  if  they  did  not  fix  the  ratio  be- 
fore the  first  of  March,  t|iey  would  not  be?  able, 


to  $x  it  after;  when  the  ratip  was  fixed,  how- 
ever, the  apportionment  would  not  be  the  work 
of  an  hoOr.  If  it  became  necessary  to  deprive  a 
State  pt  a  Representative,  he  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  palatable  that  it  should  be 
done  now  ihan  after  the  census  was  knowo  ? 
The  State  deprived  of  a  Representative  eoold 
not  oiimplain ;  the  ratio  would  afiect  it  ia  the 
saqpe  proportion,  whether  it  save  or  took  a  tnein- 
b'er.  ^hat  argument,  therelpre,  was  entitleU  to 
no  consideration.  Mr.  A.  expressed  his  surpriae 
that  the  small  Stjjtes  appeared  to  be  oppos^  to 
a  large  ratio ;  fof,  if  it  would  be  an  advanta^  oa 
any  side,  it  would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
small  States.  He  thdught,  indeed,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  large  States,  in  voting  .for  a 
large  ratio,  had  shown  great  magnanimiti:  and 
liberality. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  gentleman's  intentions 
to  the  small  Slates  werel  benevolent  indeed,  btU 
he  was  a '  tittle  mistaken  as  to  the  compaiative 
.advantages  to  the  small  States  of  a  large  or 
small  ratio.  Virginia,  in  losii^.one  Representa- 
tive, would  lose  one-twentieth  of  her  weight  ia 
this  House.  Rhode  Island,  under  the  same  cir^ 
cumstances,  would  lose. one-half.  The  sacrifice 
of  a  member  wotild  be  unimportant  to  a  large 
Stiite ;  but  td  a  shiall  one^  it  would  be  important 
indeed.  Thece  were  the  strongest  reasons  oq 
earth  why  they  should  wait  patiently  and  see  the 
returns  before  they  acted,  and  thus  have  an  op- 
portunity to  do  the  small  States  that  justice  to 
which  they  are  entitled. 

Mf..QoLn8BOROUGn  was  iif  favor  of  postpone- 
ment, and  was  sorry  to  see  th^bili  attempted  to 
b^  hurried  through.  Gentlemen  had  not  ma- 
turely considered  the  subject,  and,  on  reflection, 
would  be  convinced  that  their  votes  were,  if  not 
a  direct,  at  least  an  indirect,  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. This  was  premature  legislation  on 
what  properly  belonged  to  tbe  iiext  Congress,  and 
whicb,  act  on  it  as  they  might,  would  unqnes- 
tionabiy  come  before  Congress  at  their  next  ses- 
sion. If  it  should  be  found  that  the  ratio  agreed 
on  operated  unfavorably  oi^  the  numbers  of  any 
StatC'Or  States,  thejr'  would  be  anxious  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  subject.  It  would  he  im- 
matertal  whether  tbe  subject  should  be  brought 
up  by  a  bill  de  no^^  or  by  a.  bill  to  repeal  this,  if 
it  sfiould  indeed  become  a  law;  the  ardor  of  dis- 
cussion would'  be  the  same  in  either  ease.  If  thb 
be  admitted^  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  the 
bill  is  done  away.  The  Constitution  having 
directed  that  apporlionipent  should  be  made  ae- 
cordinfifly  to  the  whole  census,  Mr.  Q.  said  that 
he  could  not  s^e  how  Congress  could  9it  it  before 
they  knew  what  that  census  was.  He  did  aot 
know  that  evtery  gentleman  on  the  floor  was  igno- 
rant of  any  of  the  returns ;  some  inight  be  abread  v 
apprized  of  the  return^  of  iheirown  State.  EUicn 
one  inade  estimates  no  doubt,  in  his  own  mind, 
as  to  the  probable  resplt;  andj  for  himself,  Mr. 
G.  said  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  make  some 
ton  of  a  calculation;  and  if  the  bill  passed. ttnd 
the  ratio- shouhi  prove  un&vorable  to  the  num- 
ber! of  the  Slate  which  he  had  the  honor  to  rep- 
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resent,  he  should  feel  himself  boao4  to  move  a 
repeal  of  the  law;  and  they.  wouU  have  the 
whofe  discusMOQ  orer  again.  '  There  wa^  another 
reason.  Mr.  G.  said,  which  had  seme  weight  oq 
his  mind :  that  it  would  he  hest  to  adopt  sneb  a 
ratio,  after  a  knowledge  of  (he  respective  nam- 
bers,  as  should  l^ave  each  State  the  smallest  pos- 
sible surplus.  Suppose  several  9tates  ^ere,  after 
pas^ng  this  bill,  to  be  fouhd  to  have  a  fraciion 
of  95^000.. *  He  believed  gentlefaen  would  agree 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  leave  them  uarep^ 
resented. ,  Xhe  idea  of  a  small  State  deriving 
advantsffe  from  a  large  ratio  was  entirelv  ern>» 
neous.  For  instance,  by  « large  ratio,  Dekware 
might  keep  onlv  her  present  Representalive, 
while,  Inr  a  small  ratio,  she  might  perhaps  have 
two.  upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Q.  said  it  would  be 
best  to  leave  the  subject -to  the  next  Congress, 
wba  alone  oquld  aet  on  it  eorrectl||r>  and  whose 
act  alone  could  guide  the  States  in  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  TALUfAOQB  thought  this  was  premature 
le^isiaMog  tnd  wasting  the  tim^  of  the  House  <w 
this  topic.  He  referred  to  the  course  pursued  by 
former  Congresses,  which  was  quite  difiereat 
from  that  now  proposed.r  There  could  be  no 
other  rational  way  ot  construing  the  Qonsiiiarion 
but  by  saying,  that  the  enumeration  must  be  made, 
and  the  census  be  before  the  House,  before  they 
determined  what  the  ratio  should  be.  All  the 
benefit  which  could  be  derived  from  passing'  the 
present  bill  would  be  that  the  Slates,  perceiving 
what  the  ratio  was,  might  proceed  to  lay  out  the 
States  into  districts.  But,  if  this  law  would  be 
repealable,  and  all  that  was  done  might  be  on- 
done,  what  possible  advantage  would  there  be  fo 
passing  the  law?  This  law  would  not  only  be 
useless,  but  really  worse  than  nothing,  ^e  was, 
therefore,  most  decidedly'in  favor  of  postpone- 
ment tilt  Monday ;  and  he  thought  it  was  already 
very  fully  ascertained,  that  all  the  members-  of 
the  House  had  not  given  the  subject  that  impor- 
tant consideration  whioh  it  merited.  In  the  Com- 
mittee of  othe  Whole^  it  had  seemed  ar  if  it  was 
golAg  through  alnK>st  witli  the  rapidity  of  aU' 
unttnimoos  vote.  By  this  time,  he  waa  sure, 
however,  *tbat  it  had  at  least  become  a  question 
whether  this  law  was  proper  to  pass  at  all,  and 
the  opinions  of  tnany  on  the  subject  had  certainly 
chanpred  as  to  the  ratio.  He,  therefore,  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  postponed  till  Mohdtfy,  and  then 
that  it  woold  be  further  postponed  indefinitely. 

Thet]oestion  on  th^  bill's  lying  on  the  table 
was  carried — 66  to  43. 

And  on  tnotioui  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday.^ 

MoHDAT,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Jona  NicBOLsoN,  appeared,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
tiieH6Qse. 

Mr.  PoTORAS  pr^ented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Terrftory  of  Orleans^  praying  to 
have  the  said  Territory  erected  into  an  indepen- 
dent Stat^  to  enjoy  the  same  privilegee  and  im- 


munities enjoyed,  by  the  other  Sutes  of  the 
Union.— Referred  to  Mr.  Maoon,  Mr.  Clat,  Mr. 
Hgister,  Mr.  Nio^oi^ON,  Mr.  BARav.'  Mr.  Bio- 
Ejuow,  and  Mr.  Winn;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bilH  or  otherwise. 

The  Speai^br  laid  before  the  House  two  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one  of  moneys 
transferred  during  the  last  recess  of  Congress, 
from  certain  branches  of  expenditure  in  the  Nary 
Department  to  other  branches  of  expenditure  in 
the  same  Department;  the  other,  a  vi%w  of  the 
state  and  disposition  at  this  time  ef  the  Navy  ef 
^he  United  Slates ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Establishmenu     * 

The  Spbakbht  also  bud  before  the  House  ^e 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  amount  of  duties  and  drawbacks  on  goods 
imported  into  and  exported  from  the  united 
States  during  the  years  1807, 1808, 1809.— Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mn  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  additional  Assistant.  Postmaster  Qeneral; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wh^  to-morrow. 

On  motiop  of  Mr:  MorAow, 

jReeohed]  That  the  Committee  on*the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  consider  and"  report  on  the 
expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  lay- 
ing out  and  making  the  two  roads  provided  for 
by  a  treaty  concluded  at  Brownstown,  on  the , 
twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  l508,  and  for.the 
di^osal  of  the  public  lands,  the  Indian  Htle  to 
which  was  extinguished  bv  the  said  treaty ;  and 
that  the  cominittee  have  leave  to  report  oy  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bassett  said,  that  it  would  ha  recollected 
that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  report  had 
been  made  by  the  Navy  Coormittee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  navy  hospital,  which  report  had  not  been 
acted  upon.  This  subje<^t,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
thep  and'now  believe -to  be  one  of  ^reat  import- 
ance to  the  United  States,  and  wliich  oitght  to 
claim  the  serious  attention  of  Congre6tf.  To  bring 
it  again  before  them,  he  moved  to  refer  the  papers 
relating  to  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Naval  AStablishmeat.    Agreed  to. 

YAZOO  8ETTLBR8. 

Mr.  Troup  saidi,  it  would  be  recollected  that 
by  the  law  of  1807,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  remove  by  force,  from  the  public  lands^  persons 
chtiming  under  any  other  titles  than  suoh  as  were 
derived  frpm  the  United  States.  He  bad  no 
doubt  but  this  law  had  been  duly  executed  ^  but 
he  .was  desirous  of  obtaining  all  the  information 
.he  could  acquire  on  this  subject,  and  therefore 
moved  a  resolution  to  the  following  efifect; 

JU^hedf  Thai  the  Secielaiy  of  the  Tressaiy  be  di- 
rtsted  to  laj  befiMre  this  House  anyinfiMmation  he  may 
have  touching  any  settlemeat,  contrary  tb  law,  on  tha 
public  lands  ia  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  by  whom,  at 
what  periods  and  .extent,  and  what  measures  had  bean 
taken  to  remove  such  intruders  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr:  RasA  wished  to  see  the  resolution  .aor* 
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geaeral  ia  its  appiioatiop,  «ad  therefore  mo^ed  to 
strike  out  the  words  ^^Id  ihe  Mississippi  Terri- 
tor]r«"  He  coakl  not  see  aajr  reason  why  this 
Territory  alooe  should  be  ioolqded. 

Mr.  McKee  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  cell- 
ing  upon  the  Secretmry  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
names,  d^.  of  all  uiMiuihorized  sealers  oa  the 
public  laDds;  for  it  was  well  understood  that 
some  settlements  bad  been  ioade  on  tlie  public 
lands  in  Louisiana  Territory,  perbapS)  which  did 
not  rei|uire  the  interposition  of  the  Government-* 
a  proposition  being  now  pending  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  for  opening  an  ofl£ce  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands  thus  settled. 

Mr.'TBOup  said,  bis  object  wns  to  obtain  in- 
formation  as  to  certain  iand^  in  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory ;  tbe  title  to  whiob  the  United  States 
had,  on  the  one  hand,  declared  to  be  vested  in 
tbem.  and  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  pther  hatMl, 
had  declared  not  to  be  in  tbe  United  States,  but 
ia  those  persons  claiming  under  the  Yazoo  specu- 
lation. This  decision  mast  either  be  acquiesced 
in  or  resisted  by  tbe  United  States.  If  acqui- 
esced in,  it  must.be  in  one  of  two  ways.  The 
United  States  must  either  permit  the  Supreme 
Court  to  execute  its  judf^ment  in  the  ordioary 
course,  or  must  permit  qujet  possession  to  be  taken 
by  the  claimants.  Whether  they  acquiesced  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  two  distinct  great  iipai 
were  affected :  first,  the  great  interest  of  tbe  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  claiming  equal  and 
common  proprietorship  of  the  soil;  and,  second, 
the  ^reat  Interest  of  the  people  of  Georgia^  to 
whom  lUie  United  Slates  had  agreed  to  pay 
$1,250,000.  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
these  lands.  If  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  was  acquiesced  in,  the 
State  of  QeoTgia  would  be  thus  defrauded  both 
of  her  land  and  money,  fiut  if  the  Qoyernment 
of  the  United  States  would  not  submit  to  this  4^ 
cision,  but  resist  it  tfi  the  last  extremity,  what 
course  could  be  taken  but  to  emplof  the  whole 
military  force  of  the  United  States  to  eject  all 
persons  not  claiming  under  the  .authority  of  the 
United  States?  If  that  description  of  persons 
claiming  the  territory,  in  whose  oehalf  a  decision 
was  lately  made,  taking  forcible  possession,  should 
obtain  such  a  footing  as  tp  be  able  to  oppose  to 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  a  considerable 
force,  there  would. perhaps  be  no  alternative  but 
for  the  United  States  to  remove  them  by  an  exer- 
tion of  its  military  power,  or  tamely  to  acquiesce 
in  the  lawless  aggression..  It  was  from  these 
considerations  that  he  was  desirous  to  hare  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  the  late  settlements 
tbeve. 

Mr.  Rhba  was  of  opinion  that  the  decision  of 
the  Siipreme  Court,  and  tbe  Questions  arising 
from  it,  might  have  beeh  left  on  their  own  bottom 
for  the  present;  and  assigned  beyeral  reasons  why 
he  thought  general  information  waa  desimbie  on 
tkissubiect. 

Mr.  Rhca'»  motion  to  strike  out  tbe  words, "  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,^  was  negatived— 60  to 
45^  and  the  resolntion  then  passed  without  oppo- 
aiUMi. 


APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  House  resumed  the  con^deration  of  tbe 
bill  for  the  apportionment  of-  RepresentntiTea 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  third 
enumeration. 

The  question  pending  was  on  concurrence  with 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  filling  the  blank 
with  "40,000." 

Mr.  Sturges  rose  and  said  before  he  should 
sit  down  be  intended,  to  make  a  motion,  which 
would  sQpersede  the  one  before  the  House.  He 
agreed  with  several  gentlemen  who  preceded  hioa, 
ihaX  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  was  of 
the  most  serious  iBpoctai>ce  to  the  United  States. 
He  regretted,  that  there  had  heretofore  appeared 
a  disinclination  to  deliberate  upon  it  in  propor- 
tion to  its  importance*  He  thought  there  had 
been  a  partial  view  in  one  respefst,  taken  of  this 
subject,  which,  if  extended,  might  be  useful  in 
thetr  decision.  He  considered  it  as  almost  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  by  establishing  a  large 
ratio,  the  large  States  woula  be  gainers,  at  ihe  ex- 
pjense  of  the  small  ones*  He  bad  prepared  a 
statement,  as  to  the  apparent  relative  inter^tof 
the  different  States,  and  their  fractions  at  the 
Census  in  1800,  wl^ch,  although  not  perfectly  ac- 
curate^  yet  was  sufficiently  so  for  his  puipose. 
Virginia  bad  a  fraction  of  about  16,000,  North 
Carolina  about  29,000,  Pennsylvania,  he  under- 
stood, had  a  small  ooe^  Those  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  he  had  not  ascertained.  The 
States  he  bad  mentioned  may  be  coubidered  as 
the  large  States4  Two  of  them,  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania^  are  not  only  large,  but,  owing  to 
peculiarly  favorable  circumstances,  have  and  will 
continue  to  increase  in  their  population.  Whe- 
ther they  are  all  progressing  tepidly,  in  their  pop- 
ulation or  not,  they  are,  so  far  as  respects  a  pre- 
{>onderanoe  in  our  councils,  interested  in  fixing  a 
arne  ratio.  Tbe  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Ohio,  although  small  at  present,  yet,  owing 
to  a  variety  of  favorable  circumstances,  such  as 
the  quality  of  their  soil,  their  geographical  sitoa- 
tion,  and  other  encouragements  to  emigrations, 
must  for  fitty  or  one  hundred  years  rapidly  in- 
crease in  population  i  they  are  also,  therefore,  in- 
terested in  a  kutge  ratio.  Bnt  look  at  some  of 
the  small  States,  which  have  been,  and  will  eon- 
linue  to  be,  nearly  stationary.  Georgia. at  the 
last  census,  had  a  fraotion  of  abput  6,000^  South 
Carolina  23,000,  Delaware  31,000,  New  Jersey 
0,000,  Connecticut  20,000,  Rhode  Island  9|OO0. 
If  the  last  States  mentioned  have  not  incceasel 
much  in  their  population,  as  u  generally  sup- 
posed, tbe  probability  is^  if  the  ratio  now  mo- 
posed,  viz:  40,000,  is  agreed  tp,  that  each  of  them 
must  lose  one  or  more  of  their  Representatives. 
In  looking  at  the  justice  of  such  a  ratio^  compare, 
for  instance,  tbe  Sute  of  Delaware  with  (hat  of 
Virginia.  The  former,  as  she  had  before,  will 
now  have  a  fraction  of  31,000.    Supposing  Vir- 

Sinia  has  the  same,  then  the  consequence  will 
e,  that  nearly  half  of  tbe  popnlacion  of  Delaware 
will  be  onFepresenled,andonl]ra  22d  part  of  that 
of  Virginia.  And  here  he  said  he  would  nodee 
a  statement  or  argument  of  a  j^entleman  (ttr,  W. 
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Alston,)  from  North  Cirolioa,  the  other  day, 
who  said  a  large  ratio  was  in  favor  of  the  small 
States,  aod  against  the  large  ones;  for,  said  he, 
if  Delaware  hare  a  fraction  of  39.000,  and  Vir- 

finia  have  the  same,  the  former  Slate  will  have 
alf  of  their  po|>alation  unrepresented,  and  the 
latter  State  only  a  22d  part;  therefore  a  large 
ratio  is  in  faror  of  the  small  States.  He  thought 
it  nnnecesaarv  ^o  make  any  comment  on  tnis 
reasoning,  and  therefore  would  leave  it. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  he  had  said  the  apparent 
interest  of  the  laive  States  might  be  for  a  large, 
ratio,  but  he  would  now  address  himsetf  to  a 
sense  of  the  reatl  interest  of  those  ^ntlemen  Who 
represented  the  large  States.  He  *id  it  was  in 
human  nature,  (and  fVom  that  only  couM  we 
reason)  ''when  men  feel  power,  they  forget  right." 
Was  it  to  be  expected,  that  the  large  States  on 
this  floor,  having  the  power  to  control  the  smalt 
ones,  will  not  m  tempted  to  sacrifice  their  in- 
terests? What  will  be  the  consequence?  Tho^e 
whose  rights  are  not  regarded  will  soon  become 
uneasy;  jealousies  wiU  arise;  the  harmony  of 
the  members  of  this  Family  will  be  endangered ; 
the  perpetuity  of  this  Union  will  be  hazarded. 
He  therefore,  again  appealed  to  the  real  sense 
which  gentlemen  felt  respecting  their  true  in- 
terest, ne  observed,  that  it  had  been  said,  the 
small  States  have  a  security  from  their  eqfuai 
representation  in  the  Senate.  He  believed  ex- 
perience had  already  proved,  and  would  coutinue 
nereafter  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  very  little 
security  is  to  be  expected  from  that  circumstance. 
It  afforded  the  small  States  very  little  consolation. 
From  the  construction  of  our  Grovernment,  it 
will  ever  be  the  case,  that  the  influence  of  the 
large  States  in  this  House  will,  upon  great  na^ 
tional  aod  interesting  questions^  operate  upon  the 
deliberations  of  the  Senate.  If  the  large  States 
shall  happen  to  be  united  in  their  views  as  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  the  electoral  votes  which  are 
to  be  given  will  always  have  the  effect  which 
they  are  calculated  to  produce. 

Another  reason  which  had  been  urged  in  favor 
of  a  larj^  ratio  was  the  difficulty  of  doing  busi- 
ness with  a  large  representation.  Mr^  S.  said 
this,  like  maoy  other  theories,  was  delusive  and 
would  not  bear  the  test  of  fact  and  experience. 
He  said  the  State  of  Connecticut,  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent,  proved  the  truth  of  his 
remark.  He  said  the  popular  branch  of  the  Le- 
cialature  of  that  State  was  composed  of  about  two 
Aundred  members,  who  sat  three  weeks  only  in 
the  Spring,  and  the  same  in  Autumn,  in  a  room 
not  more  tnan  half  the  size  of  this,  and  he  would 
presume  to  say  it,  although  he  represented  that 
Bute,  and  this  statement  would  be  corroborated 

5  those  who  had  attended  the  deliberations  of 
at  body,  that,  for  order,  decorum,  and  dispatch 
of  bosioeis,  they  were  not  surpassed  hj  any  other 
deliberatiTe  body.  He  did  not  by  this  mean  to 
imply  any  disparagement  to  other  ticgislatures. 
For  aujiht  he  knew,  they  all  conducted  their  busi- 
iieaa  with  eaual  decorum.  He  was  not  over  anx- 
ious to  confine  the  ratio  to  what  it  is  at  present 
If  the  popoktidn  skall  amount  to  what  it  is  gen- 
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erally  supposed,  viz:  seveo  millions,  a  ratio  of 
one  tor  every  35,000  will  give  precisely  200  mem- 
bers, which  he  thought  would  be  a  convenient 
number. 

He  said,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Y6rk  the  other  day  advanced  a  doctrine  to  whieh 
be  could  by  no  means  subscribe.  Mr.  S.  said, 
heibg  a  Republican  himself,  he  thought  it  did  nt»t 
by  any  means  comport  with  true  Republicanism. 
The  gentleman  said,  that  our  citiKens  were  to  look 
altogether  to  their  State  Legislatures,  and  not  to 
the  Nationaf  Liegislatore,  for  the  protection  of  their 
rights;  he  thought  it  highly  importapt  that  the 
States  should  have  a  proper  representation  here, 
so  as  to  guard  against  the  encroachcnents  of  the 
Gfenerai  £K>vernaieiit  upon  the  personal  rights  of 
citizens. 

He  asked  tht  gentleman  from  New  York,  whe- 
ther he  had  not  at  any  time  heretofore  been  jealous 
of  the  encroachments  of  thia  Chsvemment  on  the 
personal  rights  of  our  citizens*?  As  to  the  Other 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Fisx,)  he  said 
nia  re-mark  was  not  applicable  to  him;  foi*,  he. 
said,  if  he  had  been  rightly  informed,  that  gentle- 
man had  never  at  any  time  heretofore  been  jeal- 
ous ofany  such  encroaohmeots., 

Mr.  S.  said  further,  if  harmony  afmong  the 
inembers  of  this  Union,  and  perpetuity  to  the 
same,  were  desirable,  the  large  States  would  take 
heed  how  they  unnecessarily  degraded  the  small 
ones.  He  then  appealed  to  the  small  and  sta-  . 
tibnary  States,  how  they  ought  to  act  upon  the 
present  occasion. 

He  said  he  trusted  all  difficulty  would  be 
avoided,  if  we  would  con^^nt  to  wait,  and  ac- 
commodate, as  far  as  may  be,  the  ratio  to  the 
actual  nun^rir  which  shall  .be  returned,  abd  to. 
the  fractions  which  will  then  appear  upon  any 
rati6  which  shall  be  proposed.  He  therefore 
moved  an  indefioite  postponenient. 

Mr.  Sawtbr  said  that,  as  he  was  a  friend  to  a 
representative  democracy,  and  for  diffusing  its 
blesshi^  as  ffenetally  as  possible,  he  should  vote 
for  an  indefinite  postponement  rather  than  for 
filling  the  blank  with  the  number  proposed.  If 
any  argument,  on  account  of  the  increased  de- 
lay in  our  proceedings  from  an  increased  hum- 
ber  of  members  is  to  prevail,  it  would  justify  us 
likewise  in  reducing  the  present  number  to  anv 
contemptible  amount.  Did  we  consult  dispatch 
mere  than  public  justice  and  safety,  we  had  bet- 
ter commit  our  affairs  to  the  hands  of  six  or  eight 
members ;  for  we  have  as  much  right,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  diminish  the  present  number,  as 
to  fix  a  ratio  which  would  give  no  expression  to 
the  voices  of  our  increased  numbers.  The  Con- 
stitution, by  requirioff  a  frequent  enumeration, . 
either  had  an  eye  to  the  rights  of  our  increasing 
population,  or  must  contain  a  clause  of  superero- 
gation. Shall  we  render  the  Constitution  a  dead 
letter  ?  Shall  we  evade  one  of  ito  most  impera- 
tive clauses  ?  Shall  we  lose  sight  of  one  of  the 
greatest  safeguards  of  the  people,  for  f^ar  that 
the  present  body  might  be  a  little  incommoded, 
or  the  public  business  retarded,  by  fixing  on  a 
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than  derapffe  a  tawdry  structure,  the  blessings  ot 
represeutatioa  are  to  be  withheld,  and  thousands 
of  American  citizens  doomed  to  a  political  death. 
But  ^eotlemeo  need  not  feel  alarmed  for  thefat^ 
of  this  hall  f  it  may  cop renientlv  contain  many 
more  than  would  be  introducea  by  the  lowest 
number  proposed.    As  to  any  delay  that  might 
be  occai^oned  in  our  proceedings,  that  is  not 
owing  to  our-numbers,.  but  to  a  defect  in  our' 
rules.    The.  evil  exists  already,  ibr,  under  oor 
present  regulations,  six  or  eight  members  may  at 
any  time  arrest  our  proceedings,  and  put  the  will 
of  the  majority  at  defiance,  as  long  as  their  phys- 
ical powers  will  hold  them  out..    We  hear  of  no 
such  delay  in  the  Briush  Parliament,  nor  in  our 
State  Legislatures,  that  contain  twice  our  num- 
bers. .  And  if  a  proper  regulation  existed  here,  as 
with  them,  by  which  some  end  mifht  be  put  to 
the  abuse>of  debate,  we  should  find  that  a  con- 
.tiderable  influx  of  new  members  would  produce 
little  or  no  delay  ia  our  proceedings.    But  if  it 
did,  that  should  never  be,  wilb  me,  a  reason  for 
stifling  the  voice  of  my  felbw-cilizens,  and  of 
denying  them. one  of  the  genuine  attributes  and 
proud  appendages  of  their  liberty.    Let  us  carry 
that  vital  principle  of  the  Constitution  as  far  as 
it  can  be  convenientljr  extended,  and  not,  from  a 
fear  of  a  little  delay  in  our  proceedings, incur  the 
danger  and  the  shame  of  a  poor  and  pitiful  rep- 
resentation.   Surely  the  rights   of  the  Upited 
States  are  as  important,  require  as  many  persons 
to  manage  them,  as  a  common  State.    If  the  mo- 
tion to  fill  the  blank  with  forty  thousand  were  to 
prevail,  it  would  establish  a  representative  aris- 
tocracy.   Such  a  pumber  would  bear  np  just 
proportion.    It  would  be  a  mere  mockery  of  rep- 
resentation: an  ii)sult  to  a  free  people,  which 
they  would  not  willingly  forgive ;  and  if  they 
submitted  to  it  they>  would  prepare  themselves  to 
be  stripped  of  their  power.    I  never  expected  to 
hear  in  this  Housq  (said  Mr.  S.)  arguments  that 
would  justify  the  dissplu  lion  of  it;  and  which,  if 
I  be  not  mistaken,  were  made  use  of  by  Crom- 
well and  Bonaparte,  as  prologues  to  the  political 
tragedies  they  were  about  to  act.  Obe  gentleman 
says  the  State  Legislatures  are  the  proper  guar- 
dians of  our  rights;  another  says,  we  can  do 
nothing  on  accpunt  of  our  numbers.    If  so,  it  is 
high  lime  the  people  .were  rid  of  t^  expense  of 
this  establishment.    To  such  absurd  conclusions 
do  all  arguments  tend,  when  directed  against 
reason  and  truth.  Fortunately  for  mankind,  they 
require  only  to  be  exposed  to  be  refuted.     They 
dissolve  in  the  atmosphere  of  troth.    As  I  think 
the  proposition  unjust,  as  I  know  it  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional, and  as  I  believe  the  Stale  from  which 
I  came  is  not  desirous  of  trusting  its  affairs  in 
fewer  hands,  I  am  for  postponing  indefinitely,  and 
against  filling  the  blank  with  the  number  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  MosELBY  said  he  hoped  the  motion  of  his 
honorable  colleague  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  present  bill  wonld  prevail.  He  said 
when  he  heard  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill  declare,  ivhen  he  offered 
lus  resolutioa  for  the  appointment  of  tha(  com- 


mittee, that  he  should  call  it  up  at  an  early.  dajTi 
and  every  day,  until  it  was  disposed  of,  be  did 
expect  to  hear  some  cogent  reason  assigned  for 
the  extraordinary  dispatch  which  that  gentleman 
seemed  ,tq  consider  necessary  on  so  important  a 
subject.  But,  so  far  from  hearing  from  that  or 
any  other  gentleman  any  satisfactory  reason  (br 
precipitating  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  more 
the  subject  was  discussed,  the  more  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  premature  at  least,  if  not 
unconstitutional,  as  contended  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  his  left,  to  pass 
any  law  upon,  the  subject  at  this  lime.  It  would 
certainly  be  a  departure  from  all  former  prece- 
dent. Why  not  wait  until  we  could  get  a  com- 
plete return  of  the  census,  rat|ier  than  act  upoa 
the  partial  light  we  now  possess,  which  b  worse 
than  nothing,,  because  it  places  us  upon  an  nne- 
qual  footing  ?  Some  gentlemen  may  hare  ob- 
tained accurate  information  respecting  the  pres- 
ent population  of  the  States  they  represent,  while 
others  (which  was  the  case  with  himself)  bad 
obtained  none.  He  really  oould  perceive  no  good 
reason  Why  they  should  proceed  to  act  in  the 
dark  upon  a.  subject  of  so  much  consequence: 
when,  by  postponing  it  to  a  proper  time,  we  shall 
have  light  which  shall  enable  them,  to  act  under- 
standingly«  Unless,  indeed,  (which  he  was  un- 
willing to  suppose,)  gentlemen  loved  darkness 
rather  than  lignt,.  because  they  feared,,  at  least, 
that  their  deeds  might  be  evil* 

With  regard  to  the  ratio  that  it  would  be  most 
expedient,  upon  general  principles,  to  esublish  bj 
the  law,  which  they  were  about  to  pass,  he  was 
not  prepared  positively  to  say,  but  had  heard  no 
reason  which  convinced  him  that  it  was  best  to 
vary  it  essentially  from  what  it  at  present  is.  Be 
certainly  should  consider  it  inexpedient  to  in- 
crease the  ratio  so  as  to  diminish  the  present  rep- 
resantation  of  any  of  the  States.  The  time  maj 
cqtne,  whei\,  from  our  increased  population,  this 
miffht  be  necessary ;  but  that  time,  ne  imagined, 
had  not  yet  arrived.  To  &x  ike  ratio  with  the 
present  population,  so  as  to  retain  the  present 
representation  in  all  the  States,  would  not  aug- 
ment the  number  of  Hepreseptatives  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  be  attendea  with  any  great  disad- 
vantages^ in  any  point  of  view.  From  the  best 
calculations  that  could  be  made,  the  number  of 
Representatives,  in  such  case,  would  not  exceed 
two  hundred,  a  less  number  than  was  to  be  found 
in  several  of  the  State  Legislatures.  But  an  ob- 
jection bad  been  made  by  some  gentlemen  that 
even  this  number  would  be  inconvenient  as  it 
respected  the  personal  accommodation  of  the 
members,.  He  believed,  that  the  people  would 
hear  wiili  surprise  such  an  objection  as  this  as  to 
this  spacious  hall,  which  they  then,  occupied, 
which  bad  cost' the  nation  sqch  immense  sanis, 
and  which  was  so  large  that  it  was  with  difficul- 
ty that  gentlemen  could  make  themselves  heard 
from  one  side  to  the  other  of  it.  They  would  be 
led  to  suppose  that,  when  a  man  becomes  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  he  becomes  not  only  nominaliy, 
but  literally,  a  great  man. 

It  had  also  been  said  that  the  public  business 
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eoald  be  traasacted  with  more  energy  and  dis- 
patch in  a  body  less  numerous.  And,  if  he  righw 
ly  recollected,  something  like  a  comparisop  was 
made  by  aa  honorable  geatleman  from  New 
York,  whom  he  sow  saw  in  his  place,  and  who 
was  lately  a  distinguished  member  of4he  Senate, 
between  the  fkciiity  and  dispatch  .with  which 
business  is  transacted  in  that  body  and  this. 

8ir,vaid  Mr.  M.,  deliberation  as  welt  as  dis- 
patch is  sometimes  found  dseful  iQ  legislation. 
And  he  begged  leaye  to  remind  that  gentleman 
of  an  instance  in  which  the  candor  of  the  ge^* 
tleman  would  induce  him  to  concede  that  the 
nation  found  safety  in  a  multitude  of  cQunsellors. 
He  alluded  to  the  expeditious  passage  of  a  law, 
in  the  Senate,  when  that  gentleman  held  a  seat 
in  that  body,  suspending  the  privilege  of  jlhe  writ 
of  Jiabecu  corpus,  H^d  that  have  passed  wkh 
the  same  eclat  through  this  House,  he  believed 
the  nation  would  have  thanked  •them  if  they  h^d 
exercised  a  little  less  dispatch  and  energy,  and  a 
licile  more  deliberaiioa.  .  He,  said  he  oid  not 
mention  this  by  way  of  censure,  because  he  be- 
lieved the  vote  in  the  Senate  was  nearly  ananl* 
nons,  and  his  own  political  friends  were  ink>ti- 
cated  in  it.  This  example^  however,  showed  that 
there  vras  more  safety,  at  least,  if  not  wisdom,  in 
a  mnltl  tude  of  counsellors. 

Bat  it  had  been  said  that  by  an  increase  of  num* 
hers  debate  would  be  increased.  This,  he  said, 
was  am  evil  which,  if  gentlemen  would  reflect, 
they  reallv  need  not  deead$  for -the  present  num- 
ber, it  liaci  been  already  seen,  could  talk  any  sub- 
ject the  year  in  and  the  year  ojit  without. any 
difi&enlty.  He  said  he  had  not  meant  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject ;  aad  to  allude  to  a  remark 
of  a  worthy  gentleman  lately  a  member  of  this 
House  TMr.  Upham)  who  said  that  the  cacoeihet 
loquendi  was  contagious,  and  he  had  insensibly 
caught  it ;  l^  I  shotiid  be  thought  to  have  caught 
it,  Mid  Mr.  M.,  I  will  sit  down..  Indeed  I  should 
not  have  risen  but  for  some  remarks  of  gentlemen 
profesnng  to  be  good  Republicans,  who  have  ex- 
pressed aeatimeau  not  palatable  to  my  constitu'* 
eats,  who  as  well  as  myself  are  really  Republi- 
cans; sentiments  rather  aristocratical^  and  teMtng 
to  prove^if  they  prove  anything,. that  a  monarchy 
is  the  best  form  of  Goverameat. 

Mr.'MAcoii  said  that  on  this  <)iiestion  he  was 
not  ashamed  to  avow  that  he  had  changed  bis 
mind ;  and  he  did  so,  because  he  had.  reason  to 
believe  that  gentlemen  from  some  of  the  States 
could  calcoiate  what  ratio  would  best  suit  their 
population.  Now,  he  knew  nothing  of  what 
would  suit  the  State  he  came  front;  and  he  was 
therefore  for  postponing  the  bill,  that  all  might 
stand  OD  the  same  ground  when  they  came  to  de- 
cide this  question.  T/y  the  gentlemen  who  were 
in  {ftTor  of  postponement,  aad  they  dreided  the 
ratio  of  forty  thousand  ;  but  seveik  or  eight  and 
thirty  thousand  they  thought  would  not  be  amiss. 
When  he  heard  this,  he  thought  that  they  most 
know  a  little  more  about  it  than  he  did ;  and  he 
had  accordingly  written  to  the  Marshal  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  to  know,  as  nearly  as 
poaaihle,  what  was  the  censos  of  that  Slate.  Upon 


this,  as  upon  many  other  questions,  the  true  ques- 
tion was  kept  quite  out  of  view;  for  ifgentlemen 
wo.uld  look  back  to  the  debates,  and  turn  over  the 
Journals  for  the  yeas  aad  nays  on  ^his  question 
heretofore,  they  would  find  every  member  speak- 
ing afid  voting  for  the  number  which  best  suited 
the  State  which  he  represented. 

With  respect  to  wh4t  would  be  too  great  a 
number  to  do  business  with  convenience,  Mr.  M. 
said^  he  had  some  time  ago  stated  his  opinion. 
He  believed  there  was  always  more  danger  of 
their  legislating  too  fast  than  too  slow;  he  believed 
that  every  naajority  that  ever  existed  had  always 
been  in  a. hurry.  When  he  first  had  a  seat  in 
this  House,,  this  was  a  maxim  of  one  of  the  beet 
legislators  he  had  ever  known  :  vote  when  yoa 
are  in  the  majority,  talk  when  you  are  in  the  mi- 
nority. 

Mr.  M.  said  ha  disliked  the  act  for  the  sus* 
pensioa  Ojf  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  as  much 
as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut^  but  they 
should  piu  to  it  its  older  brother,  the  sedition  law  ; 
they  ought  not  to  be  divided.  All  majorities,  he 
said,  would,  have  this  itch  for  legislating  fast,  and 
all  minorities  for  talkitifrc^S^^st  deal;  a  majority 
always  understood  that  it  must  put  its  acts  against 
all  a  minoritv .  could  say.  He  asked  gentlemen, 
whether,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  was  fair 
to  press  this  question.  He  had  stated  what  he 
had  done,  and  another  gentleman,  who  represented 
aState  innch  nearer  than  North  Carolina,  had 
al^  written  to  his  marshal,  and  probably  would 
get  the. information  he  wanted  to  day  or  to-mor* 
row,  and,  ao  doubt,  would  then  be  as  well  pre- 
pared to  act  as  others  were.  As  this  would  not 
be  the  case  with  himself,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  postponement,  that  all  might  have  an 
equal  chance  of  actina  understand ingly. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  that  the  gentleman  last  up 
had  mentioned  that  probably  some  gentlemea 
W€;re  acquainted  iffith  the  census  of  their  States, 
and  therefore  better  prepared  to  act  than  others. 
So  far  as  respected  himself,  Mr.  P.  ^id  he  could 
inform  the  gentleman  that  as  to  the  census  of 
Connecticut,  he  knew  it  not ;  he  did  not  even 
know  the  number  in  his  own  little  village.  He 
kaew,  however^  that  from  the  year  1790  to  the 
year  1800,. the  increase  in  that  State  was  about 
14,000 ;  it  was  so  small  on  account  of  the  great 
emigration).  The  emigration  had  not  been  le^ 
for  the  last  ten  years*  Of  course,  therefore,  the 
increase  would  not  be  muc4i  greater  than  for  the 
ten  preceding  years ;  it  might- be  about  fifteen  or 
sixteen  thousand.  He  knew  also  that  the  ratia 
of  40,000  would  take  an  increase  of  30,000  more 
to  enable  Connecticut  to  maintain  its  present 
footing  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and, 
judging  from  the  former  increase,  he  knew  that 
Connecticut  at  the  ratio  of  40,000  must  lose  one 
of  her. members.  This  to  be  sure  might  not,  he 
said,  be  of  great  consequence  to  the  Union;  but 
at  the  same  time  it  might  be  to  Connecticut.  Mr. 
^P.  said  he  had  no  other  data,  than  this  mode  of 
estimating  it,  on  which  to  judge  of  the  census  of 
Connecticut.  Without  at  this  time  entering  into 
the  meriu  of  the  question  of  a  large  or  small  rep- 
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TeBeodtion,  he  declared  himself  iti  favot  of  indefi- 
nite postponemeDt. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said  the  questioo  was  taken  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  with  little  discus* 
tion,  because  it  met  with  little: opposition,  but  he 
had  since  seriousljr reflected  on  the  subject,  and 
made  up  his  mind  to  TOte  fbr  the  indefinite  post- 
,  ponementoftbeqtiestion.  He  bellered  that  Con- 
gress had  power  to  determine  the  ratio  in  one  law 
and  the  apportionment  in  another,  but  this  had 
sever  before  been  done,  and  not  beinff  necessary 
he  did  not  think  it  eipedient  to  adopt  a  new 
method  now.  He  was,  however,  in  fkvcrr  of  In- 
ereairing  the  ratio  considerably,  eten  though  it 
might  aff^dt  some  States  more  than  others ;  the 
Skates  would  al  ways  have  unequal  fractions  when 
the  ratio  would  be  increased ;  thei^fore,  this  ar- 
gument.would  always  apply.  .  This  would  be  the 
case  even  by  continuing  the  present  ratio. 

When  the  first  census  was  taken,  he  was  a  mem* 
ber  and  attentive  to  the  subject.  The  Federal 
Convention  had  agreed  that  the  smallest  ratio' 
should  be  40,000,  but,  on  the  sui^gestion  of  the 
President,  it  was  finally  fixed  at  30,000.  'Himself 
and  many  other  members  endeavored  to  have  this 
agreed  to  as  the  first  ratio,  believing  that  it  woold 
be  increased  with  the  population  at  every  new 
'^numeration.  The  Senate,  however,  agreed  to 
beginr  with  40.000,  and  insisted  on  it,  till  it  came 
to  a  conference,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  cOn* 
ferees.  Finallyjliowever,  33,000,  the  present  ratio 
waadetermined.as.  that  which  left  the  smallest 
fraction  in  the  whole  unrepresenfed.  Though  he 
wished  to  increase  it  jConsideraWy,  yipt  he  was  not 
80  determined  t)n  any  particular  number,  but 
what  he  was  willing  to  vary  it  somewhat  less  or 
more,  not  in. favor  of  any  particular  States,  hxix 
90  as  to  leave  the  smallest  number  of  citizens  on 
the  whole  unrepresented.  He  bdiered  that  this 
was  their  duty,  and  they  could  not  do  it  till  the 
enumeration  was  known.  H«  did  not  think  the 
two  last  days  of  the  session  was  a  suitable  time 
to  delibehite  on  making  the  apportionment ;  the 
House  was  then  too  much  engaged  with  unfin- 
ished business,  and  generallv  too  thin.  He  was 
io  favor  of  leaving  the  whole  to  the  next  House 
ms  had  been  done  always  heretofore.  If  we  did 
not  do  so  he  believed  that  the  next  House  would 
have  as  much  power  tochange  our  law  as  we  had 
«to  make  it ;  and  as  it  required  making  two  laws 
instead  of  one^  he  was  not  convinced  of  the  ne- 
eesaity  of  changing'fhe  tisual  method  whitsb  had 
iieretofore  jjiven  satisfaction,  nor  of  any  rtal  ad- 
raotage  arising  from  the  change. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  indefinite  postponement 
were  taken :  and  were— yeas  55,  nays  62,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas— Joseph  Allen, '  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
BlaiideU,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
C.  Chamberlain^  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  WilHala 
Findley,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Bd- 
win  Gray,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Ebe^ 
neser  Huntmgton,  Richard  Jadcson,  jun.,  Robert  Jen- 
khis,  Thomaa  K^an,  Herman  Kniekerbadieri  Joaaph 


Lewis,  inn.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nttknai 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibakl  McBiyde,  Wi|. 
Ham  Milnor,  Nichelaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jen- 
tniah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pmihi, 
Timothv  Pitkhi,  junior,  EyahaR.  rotter, John Rctoi 
Penasytvania,  6uniiel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Sairyer.Joh 
A«  Scaddar,  Adam  Seybert,  DameT  l^fifoyiHrBij 
8outhaid,  James  fitepheason,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jao^ 
Swoope,  Bamael  Taggart,  Benjan^  TalhBadge,Job 
Tayloi^  Archihaid  Van  H<mi,  Laban  Wheaton,  Jaas 
WilaoQ,  Robert  Wither^MMn,  and  RoW  WriglU. 

NATa--LemnaI  J.  AMon,  WilKa  Alston,  Jan.,  W^ 
Ham  Anderaoik,  Ezekiei  Bacon,  David  Ban),  Williii 
T.  Barfy,  BarweU  Baaaett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb^  Bohit 
Brown,  Willian^  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  ioNfii 
Calhoon,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran.  Wiliia 
Crawford,  Richard  Gutts,  John  Dawson,  JossphDeihi, 
John  W.  Ep{>e8,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  FruUii. 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomsi  Gbolm, 
Peterson  Goodv^n,  Daniel  Hekter,  Wiiriam  Hebu, 
James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WUliia  Im- 
nedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  BicKee,  Alex- 
ander MeKim,  Pleasant  M.  MHIer,  Samnel  L.  Mite^ 
ill,  J(fhn  Montgomeij,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Thoaa 
Newtoa,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Paler  B.Ptt^ 
tor,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Matthias  Ritihsrdi,J<k 
Roane,  ficaatas  Root»  Ebeaexar  Saga,  Tbonis  So* 
mans,  JSbeneaer  Seaver,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  6b^ 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Bicksd 
Slaafcd,  John  ThooipaoQ,  Uri  Tracy,  Geoige  M. 
Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  jr„  Robert  Weaklej,  »<** 
Whitehili,  ai^d  Rmhard  Wina. 

8o  the  motjon^was  lost. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  as  it  was  probable  awe  gei- 
tlemea  had  voted  against  indefinite  post|K)aement, 
nader  an  impression  that  the  retamsof  tfaeteoM^ 
wonld  be  received  in  sufficient  time^o  act  upon 
them  daring  the  present  aeasion,  and  thosMTtio 
soraeof  the  States  the  incotwenieoce-of  aa^ 
seseioB  ;  he  should  move  to  {K)stpone  the  far^ 
consideration  of  theanbjectto  the  second  Mosdif 
in  Febraary,  in  the  hope  that  we  slioaldobtau^ 
majority  in  favor  of  aach  a  course.  . 

Mr.  Smilib  deoli^red  himself  opposed  to  »« 
present  motion  and  for  the  same  reason  f^^*^ 
he  was  opposed  to  indefinite  poatpoaemeai.  *** 
caaae  he  wished  the  ratio  to  be  fiied  bdo^  ^ 
returns  were  made,  and  before  the  memboicoaw 
have  an  opportunity  of  eahnilatiag  the  ftwUM* 
which  might  he  left  to  individual  S^*®-^ 
waa  in  the  Hoose  when  the  laat  c«w»«  ^^| 
and  the  ezbting  apportionment  made.  Oo  tu 
occaaion,  when  the  reault  of  the  popoUiio"  r* 
known,  there  waa  a  kind  of  accommo^o"'^ 
fixing  the  ratio,  between  those  States  wW  ww 
fractions— they  combined  together  to  »«*«  !r^ 
apportionment  which  wooid  leave  the  smtH^ 
fraction  of  unrepreaented  population  to  the  \^^' 
vidual  States  which  they  represented.  He«J 
no  reason  to  induce  an  opinion  that  the  >*^^^' 
comstaace  would  not  occur  on  the.  preseoi  occj' 
sioa,  were  the  returns  to  be  made^  P^^^'^^  1*^,1;, 
ing  the  ratio,  it  has  been  observed  <^^"  .. 
ratio  was  fixed  now,  injustice  would  be  doje  i 
some  of  the  small  States.  T*«»  *>«  ^"^  !^ 
perceive,  for  the  principle  waa  equally  i«nfjJ"J^ 
to  all  J  and  even  if  the  inierotpf  a  bvM  »»'' 
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shouid  sufler,  the  interest  of  a  part  should  vield 
to  that  of  the  whole.  Mr.  S.  entered  into  a  orief 
examinnuoB  of  the  deuils  of  this  subject,  and 
concluded  with  ezpresiing  bis  hope  that  the  bill 
would  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  MiLM OE  said,  that  when  this  subject  had 
been  first  brought  into  view^  and  ^he  reasons 
^iven  which  were  oqw  urged,  be  thought  the 
reasoniog  in  favor  of  the  course  proposed  by  the 
h'dl  appeared  so  plausible,  that  he  had  himself 
,  been  an  adrocaie  for  fixing  the  ratio  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Under  that  impression  he  bad  voted 
I  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  the  obaerva^ 
-tipns  since  oiadefrom  various  sides  of  the  Bouse 
jhad  convinced  him  that  this  was  not  the  time 
when  the  ratio  ought  to  be  fixed.  L 

The  gentleman  last  op  had  rei6arked  that,  fix 
the  ratio  a«  they  would,  the  relative  weight  of 
each  State  would  not  be  altered.  This  idea,  said 
Mr.  M„  was  not  warranted  by  an  examination 
I  into  the  subject.  Rhode  lalaad  was  now  repre- 
I  seiited  by  two  members;  Virginia  by  2d»  If  the 
ratio  wasfixed  at  such  a  rate  as  to  take  one  from . 
each  of  these  States,  he  asked  whether  their  tel* 
atiye  loss  would  be  the  tame.  ■  If  so^  it  was,  a 
unth  of  which  he  had  no  conception.  It  much 
^stonisU^d  him  to  find  that  gentlemen  who  were 
the  greatest  sticklers  foe  State,  rights,  and  ex< 
tremiel3r  afraid  that  the  Qeaeval  (jtovernmeat 
shouid  encroach  upon  them;  that  these  gentle- 
men we^e  desirous  to  fix  on  a  ratio  which  went 
to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  small  States, 
aad  incrme  t^t  of  the  larger  oqee.  He  was 
btnuelTA  sincere  friend  to  the  State  gorera- 
meals,  aad  deemed  it  alNmportant  to  preserve 
tbem  in  their  .purity.  This  is  a  confederated, 
not  a  consplidatfd,  Grovernment,  and  while  we 
wish  to  preserve  our  flreedom,  it  shduld  remain 
as  it  18^  The  diminishing  the  inQuenee^  of  the 
small  States  would  have  a  tendency  to  oonsoh* 
dale  the.  Government— *to  do  away  the  Confed* 
eration.  Although  this  is  a  Qoverament  of  lim* 
iied  powers,  yet,  in  a  variety  of  eases  which 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  government,  there 
was  great  danger  ef  the  State  governments  being 
greatly  in  fringed  upon;  It  was^  therefore,  his  view 
to  preserve  a  full  representation  of  the  smaller 
Slates  upon  the  floor  of  this  House. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  equally  ignorant  wkh 
other  gentlemen  how  the  ratio  would  afiect  the 
niifflbers  of  the  respective  States  ;i  but  he  had  an 
idea  howa  large  ratio  would  affect  a  luimb^r  of 
the  States.  At  least  he  believed  the  ratio,  of 
fofty  thousand  would  probably  deprive  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  ot  a  Representative  on  this- 
floor;  Rhode  Island  would  certainly  lose  one; 
New  Jersey  and  Maryland  might  aUo  lose  onci 
With  respect  to  his  own  State,  he  was  at  ^  loss 
whether  it  would  or  would  not  lose ;  but  he  con- 
fessed that  he  was  doubtful  whether  it  had  so.  in- 
^  creased  as  to  admit  the  ratio  of  forty  ihoQsand, 
4in4  continue  its  present  representation.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  representatives  of  the  Bastern 
•States  ooght  .to  be  cautious  how  they  increased 
the  ratio  U)  forty  thousand,  when  they  Icnew  that 
the  interests  of  Tenbeseee  and  Ohio  would  be 


so  prominent  when  they  h^  a  representation  on 
the  floor  according  to  the  third  census.  There 
were  a  variety  of  considerations  which  ought  to 
induce  the  House  to  be  extremely  cautious  how 
they  cut  down  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  to. 
a  less  representation  than  they  now  possessed. 
Gentlemen  ought,  if  possible,  to  aivoid  creating 
causes  of  jealousy  between  the  several  State?* 
Mr.  M.  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  preserving 
harmony,  it  was  painful  to  urge  these  consiii^ 
eraiioni ;  but  he  was  so  strongly  impressed  witb 
(hem  that  he  was  compelled  to  press  them  upon 
the  House. 

Mr.  M.  said  be  believed  the  evils  to  be  feared 
from  a  diminished  represei^tation  were  much, 
'stronzer  than  from  aa  increased  one.  He  was, 
therefore,  in  fayor  of  postponement  till  the  result 
of  the  ce^nsus  was  koown. 

Mr.  Tatlob  objected  to  .the  bill  because  it  was 
incomplete  for  the  object  it  had  in  view ;  because 
it  would  be  necessary  to  pass  another  law  de- 
claring to  how  many  Represei^tatiyes  each  State, 
should  be, entitled^,  It- was  then  demanded  of  tbe 
House,  by  the  bill  on. the  table,  to  legislate,  as  it 
were,  abstractedly  on  this  subject-He  said  he 
was  not  preparedTto  do  so,  for  a  yery  obvious  rea- 
son at  once  staring  him  in  the  faee-^thaf,  if  the/ 
did  legislate  on  it,  the  next  Legislature  would  faie 
competent  to  repeal  the  legislation  of  this  day* 
Indeec^  he  believed  it  would  be  his  bot^iden 
dut^y,  if  the. law  were  now  passed,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  se^iop  he  should  find  /that  the  ratio 
adopted  would  leave , to  South  Carolina  a  fracr 
lion  of  thirty-five  thousaiul  unrepresented;  if 
such  proved  to.be  the  case,  he  could  not  dare*to 
refuse  to  reconsider  his  vote,  and  amend  the  law 
so  as  to  make  it  more  advantageous  to  his  consti* 
tuents  or  th^  State  he  represented.  Did  gentle* 
men  suppose,  if  it  should  appear  that  five,  or  six, 
or  seven  States,  miff ht  have  an  iinmense  frac- 
tipa ;  that  he  should  so  disregard  the  interest  of 
his  constituents  as  to  consider,  binding  this  thingi 
whkich,  if  they  regarded  the  Constitution  and  the 
practice  under  it,  they  had  not  a  right  to  pro-^ 
notioce  binding  1  The  Constitution  had  directed 
that  the  apportioAment  should  be  made  according 
to  numberp;  but  the  bill  proposed  to  make  it  be- 
fore the  nui][ibers  were  xpown.  He  called  the 
attention  ef  the  House  to  a  fact  which  would 
ishow  pretty  clearly  what  had  been  tbe  opinion 
of  the  States  on  the  subject  of  legislating  ab- 
stractedly on  this  head.  Congress  had  proposed, 
in  1787,  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  Cons.titu- 
tion,  several  amendments,  among  which  was  one . 
fixing  limits  to  the  ratio  of  apportipnment,  &o« 
This  proposition,  Mr.  T.  said,  appeared  to  be  a 
very  reasonable  one,  taking  it  abstractedly ;  but 
what  had  the  States,  the  people,  to  whom  they 
were  accountable,  said  on  the  subject?  Had  that 
article  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution?  Sot 
it  had  been  rejected  by  the  States.  And  would 
the  House  take  upon  itself  |o  do  that  which  the 
Stfites  had  said  it  was  expedient  that  they  should 
not  do  1  He  hoped  npt.  He  thought^  irom  the 
very  circumstance  of  their  refusing  to  adopt  thia 
ftrticle,  that  Congresa  were  prediided  from  pro* 
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c«eding  any  farther  DDtil  they  should  be  able, 
according  to  the  letter  ofuhe  Constitution,  to 
apportion  the  representation  according  to  the 
nnmbers  le^^lly  afcertained.  The  great  desider- 
atum in  this  case  was  a  fair  and  equal  represen- 
tation of  the  people*  If  this  equality  could  be 
better  attained  by  a  ratio  of  tbtrty-five  thousand 
than  by  a  r«tio  of  forty  thousatad,  (and,  by  com- 
paring the  returns  of  each  State^  that  would  be 
ascertained,)  it  would  become  their  bounden  dnty 
to  further  that  principle,  keeping  in  view  the. con- 
Tenience  of  legislation,  not  making  the  House  to 
consist  office  or  of  two  hundred  at  presei^t.  He 
was  in  faTor  of  postponement,  that  the  appor- 
tionment might  be  m^de  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  Constriution,  apportioning  the  representa* 
tion  according  to  numbers. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  that  postponement  to  a 
day  within/  the  session,  was  more  objectionable 
to  pim  than  indefinite  po2it|)onement.  He  wished 
to  avoid  the  difficulty  resulting  from  a  knowl- 
edf^e  of  the  numbers.  If  a  particular  ratio  should 
suit  the  censi;is  of  three  or  four  of  the  larger 
States,  they  woald  unite  arid  totally  disregard 
^e  smaller  States.  If  the  large  States  would 
take  a  large  ratio,  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  it ; 
for,  take  any  ratio  which  should  debnre  North 
Carolina'  of  one  Representative, "and  they  would 
deprive  Virginia  of  two;  and  when  they  came 
10  vote  for  Freirident,  Virginia  would  be  nearer 
to  her  than  if  she  had  taken  a  small  rati6«  He 
defied  gentlemen  to  show  that  the  adoption  of  a 
large  ratio  would  not  have  this  bearing.  Gen^ 
tlemen  must  be  convinced  that  whatever  ratio 
reduced  the  representation  of  a  small  Stafte  would 
piroportionably  reduce  that  of  a  Iftr^e  one.  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  disposed  to  j^ive  a  Repre- 
sentative to  every  State  that  had  a  large  fraction. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said,  that  notwithstanding  the 
various  observations  which  had  been  made  on 
this  subject,  it  seemed  to  him  to  stand  on  its  ori- 
ginal basis.  On  the  day  U>  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  postpone  the  bill,  other  matters  would 
be  found  to  occupy  the  Httuse,  ealling  for  all  its 
attention. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  disposed  to  pursue  this' 
busine^  and  bring  It  to  a  close ;  that  was,  to  pass 
or  reject  the  bill  by  a  direct  vote.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  a  fundamental  error  had  prevailed  on 
this  occasion;  gentlemen  having  talked  of  the 
relative  weight  of  the  Slates  being  afiected  by 
the  bill.  If  they  consider  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  with  respeet  to  the  representation 
in  this  House, it  wasa  representation pereapttOj' 
as  the  Senate  was  a  rej;)resentation  by  States. 
When  the  States  were  brought  into  view  by  the 
Constitution  on  this  point,  according  to  the  con- 
struction he  put  upon  it,  they  were  considered 
merely  as  organs  to  assist  the  General  Qovei n- 
ment  in  taking  the  census.  If  this  was  the  case, 
and  he  believed  this  view  of  the  subject  w^s  cor- 
rect, when  they  came  to  a  calculation  of  the  re- 
ttirns  made  of  the  polls,  what  cause  was  there 
for  alarm  on  this .  occasion  ?  He  could  see  no 
cause  for  it;  for  if  there  was  a  diminution  of 
numbers  in  any  State,  there  was  a  correspondent 


increased  number  and  representation  in  the  por- 
tion of  the  Union  to  which  tbey  had  emigrated  ; 
and  it  would  be  very  Unfair,  when  a  pOrtioD  of 
the  population  of  a  Slate  or  district  had  emi- 
grated, that  this  district  should  be  represented  in 
the  same  proportion  as  when  it  possessed  dooble 
its  present  population.  This  was  a  sort  of  two- 
fold representation  which  he  could  not  reconcile 
with  the  Constitution. 

But  Mr.  M.  invited  gentlemen  to  consider  this 
question  in  relation  to  State  influence.  Expe- 
rience had  taught  him  that  gentlemen  did  not 
vote  by  States,  but  by  per  capiia.  How .  often, 
he  asked,  did  gentlemen,  coming  from  the  same 
State,  vote  as  difierently  as  if  they  came  from 
the  most  remote  part  .of  the  Union.  The  fhct 
wa5,  that  the  members  ^f  the  House  roted  by 
polls,  each  according  to  what  his  sense  of  dniy 
dictated.  He  considered,  therefore,  thiit  there 
was  no  ground  for  this  question  about  the  influ- 
ence of  the  States,  as  such,  in  the  House.  It 
struck  him  this  was  something  held  up  to  frie faten 
the  House,  which,  on  examination,  would  be 
found  to  exhibit  nothine  terrific.      ' 

In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
thought  the  great  interests  of  the  Union  were 
represented.  He  stated  what  these  were.  In 
the  ongtnal  settlement  of  this  country,  there  were 
the  interests  of  the  first  settlers  on  James  River 
and  that  of  the  settlers  at  Plymouth — the  Virgi- 
nia and  New  Enelftiid  interests.-  These,  said  he, 
were  the  germs  ottKe  nation  ;  the  source  whence 
have  sprung  up  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
whom  we  constitute  and  represent.  What  wa» 
the  consequence?  If  from  Virginia  colonies  bad 
.extended  over  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
New  Bogland  had  also  sent  forth  swarms  which 
had  spread  over  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
and  evei^where  that  they  had  thought  proper  to 
plant  themselves  When  we  reflect,  said  Mr. 
M.,  on  the  influence  of  the  opinions  which  these 
emigrants  from  each  State  carry  with  them,  and 
which  Will  be  brought  into  this  House,  the  two 
interests  may  be  considered  as  nearly  balanced 
in  ihis  House.  On  that  ground,  therefore,  as  re- 
spects feeling  and  opinion,  I  view  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  as  exactly  equal  a»  they  are  in  respect 
to  the  population  of  the  several  States. 

Mr.  M.  said,  hb  opinion  was.  that  if  they  de- 
cided on  the  bill  at  all,  they  should  do  it  promptly 
and  might  decide  it  as  well  now  ai  at  a  future 
day. 

Whibt  on  the  floor,  he  said  he  Would  make  a 
remark  or  two  on  what  had  fallen  in  relation  to 
the  sthallaisss  of  bodies  inclining  them  to  act  with 
a  promptness  not  always  consistent  with  wisdom. 
He  said  he  did  not  contend  thatany  body  of  men, 
associating  under  any  form  of  Government,  were 
infallible.  As  long  as  they  labored  under  the  in- 
firmities of  their  nature,  all  bodies,  whether  large 
or  small,  would  be  subject  to  the  errors  incident 
to  humanity.  If  they  were  not,  they  would  ap- 
proach the  Divine  Nature,  and  be  no  loneer  the 
frail  creatures  which  they  found  themselves  to 
be.  As  to  the  particular  matter  of  the  bill  for 
the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  ]aw,  Mr.  M. 
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said,  he  had  given  it  his  honest  and  hearty  ap 
probation,  under  existing  circumstances.  A  dar- 
ing and  desperate  iodividaal  had  undertaken  a 


conspiracy  against  the  peace  and,  he  beliered,  the 
integrity  of  the  United  States.  This  conspiracy 
was  known  to  have  been  extended  and  ramified 
to  a  great  extent.  It  was  not  known  how  far. 
But  it  became  a  wise  and  provident  Legislature 
to  aid  the  Exeentire  against  any  eril ;-  and  there 
"were  certain  persons  who  blew  the  trumpet  of 
fame  at  that  time,  who  made  the  alarm  much 

greater  than  it  was  in  reality.  Besides,  said  Mr. 
t,  it  will  be  remembered,  that  that' wa,s  not  a 
general  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  law :  it 
interfered  with  none  but  those  concerned  in  trea- 
sonable projects.  But  the  gentleman  frpm  Con- 
necticut exulted  that  the  storm  blew  over;  that 
the  House  of  Represensauv^es  did  not  ascee  (o 
the  bill,  and  it  was,  therefore,  crushed.  It  m^y 
have  been,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  the  mere  numbers 
of  the  House  prevented  its  passage ;  1  should 
have  ascribed  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House — 
and  I  will  explain  why  they  might  with  wis- 
dom tiaye  rejected  it.  They  received  It  some 
days  after  the  Senate  had  enacied  it.  They 
took  it  into  consideration,  anid  got  further  intelli- 
gence what  the  States  were  doing  to  oppose  it: 
and  permil  me  here  to  remark,  tliat  the  result, of 
thisbuainess  showed  the  strength  of  the  Govern-. 
ment  when  the  States  were  in  union  with  it. 
Without  their  co-operation  it  would  be  as  weak 
as  a  rope  of  sand.  <  What,  sir,  took  place  at  that 
time?  The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  arrayed  ite 
forces  -with  prompitude;  Tennessee' prepared, 
and  Ohio  was  actually  in  arms.  Here  was  a  con- 
federacy of  States,  and  this  mischief  was  arrested, 
but  not'  owing  to  any  act  of  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  Executive  in 
callJn|r  on  the  State  authorities  to  act.  This  is 
the  history  of  the  case )  and,  after  this  view  of 
the  subjeet,  I  hope  my  friend  from  Connecticut 
will  reconsider' what  he  has  thought  proper  to 
offer,  and  take  into  consideration^  also,  that  mul- 
titudinous bodies  sometimes  do  things  of  a  serious 
nature  without  deliberation.  I  need  not  call  to 
his  recollection  the  precipitancy  with  which  the 
Parliament  of  England  beheaded  the  last  of  the 
Stuaru;  and  with  which  the  multitude  cruci* 
fied  the  Saviour  of  the  World.  There  are  many 
instances  on  record,  in  which  numerous  badies 
have  acted  with  that  promptitude  and  indiscre- 
tion which  is  ascribed  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  When  ff^ntlemen  considered  this 
question,  and  reflected  on  the  great  mass  of  busi- 
ness before  them,  he  was  persuaded  they  would 
Bot  consider  the.  bill  a  proper  subject  for  further 
pott  pone  men  I. 

Mr.  Potter  spoke  in  favor  of  postponement. 
He  could  not  see  any  good,  but  a  great  deal  of 
evil,  to  result  from  now  acting  on  the  subject. 
The  census  of  Rhode  Island,  he  said,  woald  pro- 
bably prove  to  be  seventy  eight  or  seventy-nine 
tbwi^Qd ;  and  to  fix  arbitrarily  on  a  ratio  which 
shonld  deprive  her  of  one  of  her  present  Repre- 
sentatives would  be  a  hardship,  and  an  act  of 
ifijostiee. 


Mr.  Sheffey  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  be 
in  favor  of  the  bill  heretofore,  from  a  belief  that 
those  collisions  arising  from  State  interests  wouldL 
be  entirely  done  away  by  it;  and  with  another 
view,  that  the  States  might  be  enabled  to  make> 
provision  for  the  election  of  their  members,    He  - 
found,  however,  upon  reflection,  that  this,  like- 
every  other  subject,  ought  to  be  determined  on 
all  the  information  in  the  power  of  the  persons 
determining  it ;.  that  this  case  did  ilot  differ  fronx-j 
the  general  r.ule  requiring  that  they  should  legis- 
late with  their  eyes  open.    He  had,  therefore, , 
how  changed  the  opioon  to  which  he  ht^d  strong! j^ 
attached  himself  at  the  last  session.    He  had  beenr 
under  the  erroneous  impression  that  fixing  the 
ratio  closed  the  subject  forever ;  but  on  reflection, 
he  found,  that  but  half  what  was  necessary  woula 
be  accomplished  by  passing  this  bill.    Let  us  see 
(said  he)  how  fixing  the  ratio  might  operate; 
and  then  I  ask  any  gentleman  attached  to  liber- 
ality and  justice,  whether  he  would  feel  himself 
bound  by  th^*  determination  of  this  House,  if  he 
should  be  a  member  of  the  next, Congress.    Sup- 
pose the  population  of  Virginia  should  prove  to 
be  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand.and  that 
of  Rhode  Island  seventy-nine  thousana.    Each 
of  those  States  at  the  rate  of  forty  thousand, 
wpuld  have  the  same  fraction  of  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand.   Could  I,  sir,  who  consider  th$. predomin- 
ant motives  for  action  to  be  principles  of  justice, 
be  in  favor  of  such  a  ratio?    Putting  State  in- 
fluence entirely  out  of  the  question  in  this  case, 
I  should,  although  hi  favor  of  a  very  large  ratio, 
ona^uestion  of  that  kind,  determine  on  ;heratio 
of  thirty-nine  thousand  ;  if  a  ratio  of  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  would  produce  the  same  result,  I  should 
be-gaverned  by  the  same  principle^ 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  told  them* 
that  the  representation  in,  this  House,  was  a  re- 
presentation ^er  capita.  Would  it  be  so,  if  in 
one  quarter  ot  it  forty  thousand  were  represented 
by  one  man,  whilst,  in  another  quarter,  seventy- 
nine  thousand  had  only  the  same  representation, 
because  they  lay  in  a  diflerent  section  of  the 
Union  ?  Mr.  S.  said,  the  representation  was  not 
per  capita,  but  by  States.  The  whole  Union  was 
not  thrown  into  election  districts,  without  regard 
to  State  limits.  Each  State  sent  here  the  num- 
ber of  Representatives  decreed  to  it,  according  to 
a  role  fixed  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  S.  was  in  favor  of  postponement  to  a  day 
within  the  session,  because  the  returns  might 
arrive  in  time  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  on 
it.  It  had  been  observed,  that  there  would  be  so 
much  business  before  the  House  they  would  not 
be  able  to  take  up  the  subject.  What  did  this 
prove,  but  that  this  was  an  object  of  secondary 
moment,  and  did  not  imperiously  denaand  the 
attention  of  the  House  at  this  time  ?  If  it  should 
hereafter  impertouslv  call  for  a  decision,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  had  here  control  and  would 
be  able  to  take  it  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
bill  to  the  second  Monday  in  February,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  66^  nays  51,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Joseph  AUen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Abijah 
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Bigekm.  Datiiel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamef  Br^cken- 
Yidge,  WilUtm  Butler,  Jo»«ph  Calhoun,  Job»C.  Cham- 
'berlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Ep^phroditas  Cham- 
'  pson,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Da^en* 
port,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Fiadloy, 
'  Gideon  Gaidner,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  K. 
'titold,  Edwin  Gray,  .Jonathan    H.  Hubbard,  Jacob 
*^uf^,  Ebencacr  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun^, 
^^bert  Jenkins,  Thomas  Kenan,  Herman  Knickerbac* 
^er,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Na- 
'4haniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
feasant  M.  Mill6r,  William  Mikior,  John  Montgom- 
Bfy,  Nicholas  R.  Mpore,  Tliomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Borrow,  Jonathan  G.  Moselcy,  Joseph  Pearson^  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
fiea  of  Pennsylvania,  Bamuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  8aw- 
y4r,  John  A.^cudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamm  Tallmadge,  John 
T«ylor,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Laban  Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  Robert  With- 
erspoon,  and  Robert  WrighL 

Nats — Willis  Alfton,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  £ze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry",  Burwell 
Bassett,  WUliara  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew 
Clay„  James  Cochran,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard 
^tts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  David  S,  Gkrland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Aim* 
abder  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitdiill,  Gurdon  S.  Mum-; 
ford,  Thom«s  NewtQD,  John  Kichg|son,  John  Porter, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Jobn  Rh^a  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  John  Roane^  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Skmmons,  Ebenezer  Seanrer,  Samliel  Shaw, 
Jahn  SmiHe,  Samuol  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M*  Troup,  pharles  Turner^  jr.,  Robert 
WeaUey,  Roben  WhttehiU,  and  Richard  Winn. 


TuBSDAY,  December  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Barsillai  Gannett,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Qeorgb  Poindbxter,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Setbbrt  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer* 
chants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
Congress  will  authorize  the  importation  of  goods 
into  the  United  States  from  places  beyond  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope,  after  the  second  day  of  Feb- 
ruary nexr,  anything  in  the  act  of  the  last  session 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  i>etween 
the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
%o  the  contrary  DotwithstaodiD^. — Heierred  to 
the  Committed  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  presented  a  petition  of  the  Stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  signed 
by  Darid  Ledox,  their  President,  prapog  the  re^ 
Dewal  df  their  charter  of  incorporation ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BuBWBLL.  Mr.  Findlet.  Mr.  Southard, 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr,  Butler,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  W.  Chambbrlin,  Mr. 
MosBLBTi  Mr.  N.  R.  MoobB|  Mr.  MillbR|  Mr. 


Smelt.  Mr.  Johnboji,  Mr.  Mobrow,  Mr.  Jack* 
soN,^  Mr.  Gamnbtt,  and  Mr.  Poihdbxtbr,  wer« 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  CommiUee  of  Com* 
merceand  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  thm 
relief-  of  George  Arroroyd  and  Compaq ;  whiek 
was  read  twice  and  coiomitted  to  a  dommUte^ 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mir.  Pearson  sKid  that  duriog  the  last  session 
of  Congress  a  committee  had  been  appointed  bf 
this  House  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Briga- 
dier General  James  WiHuoson;  but  from  a  part 
of  the  report,  which  be  read,  the  House  would 
recollect  that  the  committee  had  not  brought 
their  investigation  to  a  conclusion.  In  order  to 
perfect  what  had  been  thus  commenced,  he 
moved  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  a  con^mittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkin- 
son, in  relation  to  his  having  at  any  time,  whilst  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  corruptly  received 
money  from  the  Government  of  Spain  or  its  agents,  or 
in  relation  to  his  having,  durhig  the  time  aforesaid, 
been  an  accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  vrith 
the  agents  of  any  fi^ign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Barr, 
in  a  project  agiinst  the  domiBions  of  the  King  of 
Bpain,  or  to  dismember  these  United  States.  And 
that  the  said  committee  ineoire  generally  into  te 
conduct  of  the  said  Jane^  ^¥ilkklsoB  aa  Brigadier 
Generalofthe  Army  of  the  United  States:  Thaltim 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persona  and 
papers  and  compel  theur  attendance  and  produotaen, 
^and  that  they  i^eport.the  result  of  their  in^^iiiy  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  P*  said  he  would  baraly  renMirk  that  hav- 
iag  been  a  member  of  the  committee  at  the  lasl 
session  he  was  well  convinced  that  the  commit^ 
tee  had  not  d^awn  their  tovestigatioii  to  a  eoo- 
eluslon;  for  although  he  had  studiously  avoided 
conversing  on  this  subject,  or  commuoicatiBg 
with  any  one  in  relation  to  it,  yet  evidence  on- 
sought  for  Jiad  come,  to  his  knowledge,  whick 
bad  not  been  before  the  committee,  and  Irhichy 
if  to  be  relied  on,  he  deemed  material  to  the  iA« 
vestigation. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  reaokitkm, 
61  to  35. 

Mr,  Root  said,  he  hoped  this  qnestion  would 
not  be  taken  very  hastily.  He  wished  the  mo-* 
tion  might  lie  on  the  tafade  for  two  or  three  days. 
He  believed  one  member  of  the  resolution  to  be 
unnecessary,  nay,  improper*  He  said  he  was  not 
now  prepared  to  refer  to  documeiits  or  reports,  or 
to  the  sentence  of  a  miliury  court  of  inquiry  to 

f»rove  it.  He  alluded  to  that  member  of  the  reso- 
ution,  which  regarded  the  Spanish  business. 
There  bad  been  causes,  he  said,  unfolded  to  the 
Committee,  at  the  last  session^  which  would  show 
the  impropriety  of  inquiring  into  the  business  at 
the  Spanish  pension.  It  would  be  premature 
DOW  to  state  the  reasons  which  governed  his 
mind  in  wishing  to  strike  it  -out.  He  moved  that 
the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TATLOft  said  he  had  always  been  of  opiih 
ion  that  the  power  of  this  House  did  not  esiead 
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to  the  subject  of  thu  inqairsr.  Tbat  opiDioQi 
bo'wever,  had  not  been  in  eoini^idence  with  the 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  Neither 
aooold  he  now  att^npt  to  argue  thisgroqnd  over 

Tiia.  He  was,  and  he  beliered  a  great  majoritf 
the  House  was,  pretty  well  tired  of  this  sub- 
ject $  amd.  if  the  investigation  was  to  come  to 
aaything,  he  would  be  for  giving  to  the  eommit- 
tee.  who  were  to  have  the  siibjeot  in  charge,  the 
eavViest  possible  opportunity  to  eomtoeQce  their 
labors.  For,  he  said,  he  believed  if  this  Individual 
possessed  a  grain  of  popalarity,  a  penny-weigbt 
of  weight  of  character,  this  mode  of  bringing 
forward  this  subject,  so  lale  in  the  ses^on  thatil 
was  impossible  to  come  to  a  coioliision;  this 
holding  op  his  character  on  the  tenter-hooks  pf 
public  OBtnioii,  the  coarse  pursued  througlumt 
the  whole  business,  would  make  the  worse  the 
better  side.  He  said  he,  was  unwilling,  if  this 
person  was  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the  Gbvr 
ernment,  that  he  should  hold  a  situation  where 
the  Government  could  not  take,  hold  of  hjm,  and 
he  would,  therefore,  not  postpone  the  subject  a 
day  or  an  hour,  but  give  it  to  the  committee,  if  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  Houses  ftSfy  h4  wmild  saf) 
thai  the  Government  of  the  United  Statefs,  in  re- 
spect to  this  individual,  from  the  time  of  hie  be- 
in^  ordered  from  command,  had  their  hands  tied, 
net  having  the  power  of  dismissing  him  from 
seriice,  even  if  tt  had  been  |>rcq>en  Ijf*he  had 
daae  so,  it  would  have  been  said  ihat  he  had 
saatebed  the  victim  ffom  public  opinion,  and  had 
dismiesed  him  from  service  lest  his  improper  ao-> 
tiMs  should  implicate  the  Exeoutrv^  who  had  so 
long  eoatiaued  him  in  command*  Censure  has 
boon  paascd  up^  this  offieer  by  the  Owernment^ 
inaamoch  as  he  hat  been  superseded  in  an-  im- 
portant command,  previously,  too,  as  it  appears, 
to  tlie  Biotion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Otr- 
oliiia,  (Mr.  Peabbon,)  at  the  kat  session. .  Mr. 
T«  said,  he  was  not  for  putting  it  t>ff;  be  wad  ftxr 
meeting  the  thing.  If  gentlemen  of  the  House 
wertf  determined  to  inquire,  he  said,  let  it  be  speed- 
ily, so  that  there  might  be  an  ettd  to  the  busi- 
nesa,^  and  to  the  unjust  imputations  on  the  €k>v* 
eroment  for  keeping  him  in  employ,  when  it  was 
the  opinion  of  many  (he  had  already  expressed 
his)  that  he  should  be  removed.  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
was  against  postponennf  nt  ibr  a  day  of  an  hour. 
Bren  if  he  were  anxious  for  the  reputation  of 
theifldividual,  he  should  be  of  the  sanae  opinion. 
He  was  anxious  also  for  the  reputation  of  the 
Bxecutive  retaiaing  him  in  office,  which  would 
be  cofnmilted  by  Keeping  him  in  command,  if 
Congress,  by  a  sort  of  comnuttee  of  safety,  fin 
unconstitutional  court  or  committee  of  inquiry, 
had  not  stepped  in  between  him  imd  them.  .  He 
was  extremely  arerse  to  postponement.  . 

Mr.  Smiub  said  he  agreed  with  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina  in  one  respect,  hut  could  not 
Ttite  with,  him  on  this  ^estiou,  because  he  con- 
sidered this  business,  from  its  eommencement  to 
this  day,  as  an  unconstitutional  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  this  House.  The  House  appeared 
tietermioed  to  go  on ;  so.  let  them,  but  it  shonld 
not  he  with  the  aid  of  his  vote. '  When  a  few 


more  difficulties  had  been  created  by  the  pro- 
ceedings they  would  come  to  a  prpper  under- 
standing of  the  subject.  He  was  not  sorrv,  he 
said,  but  so  far  from  it  was  glad,  that  thissuoject 
had  been  renewed  ;  for  the  excess  of  the  evil 
would  correct  itself  most  effectually,  when  every 
man  would  turn  his  eye  uppn  himself,  and  re- 
flect upon  the  precariousness  of  his  own  situa- 
tion, if  a  committee  of  thii  House  could  hang 
him  up  before  the'  public,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  liable  to  be  brought  tp  trial  before  another 
authority.  He  could  no(  aid  the  progress  of  the 
inquiry  by  any  vote  of  his,  thopgh  he  rejoiced 
that  the  matter  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  if  this  subiect  were  new,  > 
and  now  for  the  first  time  agitated,  he  presumed 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  lying  on  the 
table.  But  as  it  was  not  new,  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  particularly  before  the  House  at  the  last 
session,  and  an  inquiry  partially  had,  and  a  re- 
port made  on  the  subject,  he  could  see  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  its  lying  on  the  table.  If  the 
majority  was  determineathat  there  should  be  no 
further  Inquiry,  it  ought  to  be  decided  immedi* 
ately.for  thejreaspns  mentioned  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Cai'olina:  for  the  honor  of  the 
Executive,  and  of  the  person  whose  conduct  was 
the  subject  of  inquiry.  Thct limited  duration  of 
the  session  was  also  a  strong  argument  in  faror 
of  an  eacly  decision. 

The  question  on  the  resolution's  lying  pn  the 
table  was  lost— 'yeas  33,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

YxAS-^David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklia,  Thomas  Gholson, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Huffy,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomeiyy  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Gordon  8.  Momford,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,^  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Bamnel  Rhifgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenesef  Bags,  Ebeoezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilis,  Henry  Southard,  Jo^  Thompson,' Uri  Tracy, 
Robert  Whitehill,  and  Rsbeit  Wright. 

Nat8— Joseph  Alkn,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WnUs  At- 
8too,jr.»  Wra.  Anderson,  Was.  T.Bany,  Ahnah  Big- 
^ow,  -Daniel  Blaiadell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breeken-^ 
lidge,  Wm.  A.  Burwell,  Wm.  Butler;  John  C.  Cham- 
berlain, Wm.  Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditas  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Jamet  Cochran, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Bar- 
zillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Charles  C^oklsborough,  Peterson  Goodwvn,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Itobert  Lo  Poy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  WU- 
liam  MUnor,  damuel  L.  Mitehill,  Thomas  Moore,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  JojMph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  F.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
JoaiiJi  Qmnoy,  John.Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Sammons,  John  A.  Bcudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanibrd,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgesr Jacob  Swoops,  Samuel  Taggari, 
Bei^amm  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George  M.Tssup, 
Ohariss  Turner,  jr^  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiiUan  K. 
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Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Ltban  Wheaton, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spooB. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration until  to-morrow.    Lost — 46  to  53. 

Mr.  Tboop  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following:  "arid  further,  that 
the  said  James  Wilkinson  be  notified  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  of  said  oommitteej  and  be 
heard  in  his  defence." 

Mr.  Stanforo  said  he  had  never  doubted,  as 
well  from  the  Constitution  as  from  the  plainest 
dictates  of  common  sense,  that  the  House  had 
the  right  to  inquire  into  the'state  and  conduct  of 
the  Army,  or  that  of  one  of  its  commanding 
oflScers.  and  had  more  than  once  authorized  com* 
mittees  for  that  purpose;  but  the  form  of  a 
court  to  sit,  collect  testimony,  hear  and  try  a 
military  officer,  had  never  before  been  attempted, 
because  to  the  ipve  purpose  of  inquiry  no  such 
thing  was  necessary,  if  nroper.  If  the  commit- 
tee IS  to  go  into  this  form  in  the  business,  and 
then  again  t,he  House  in  like  manner,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  the  businesis.  The  amendment  now 
proposed  assuming  the  form  of  trying  General 
Wilkinson,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted. 
He  had  no  idea  of  a  committee  of  this  House 
callrng^  a  geiitleman  of  the  military  garb  before 
them;  hear  him,  as  k  is  said,  in  his  defence,  and 
it  would  seeip,  as  a  thing  of  course,  afterwards  to 
pronounce  guilty  or  not  ituilty. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  it  had  been  believed  hy  the 
committee  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  that 
they  had  the  power  to  receive  any  evidence  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  might  think  proper  to  bring  for- 
ward, and  in  the  manner  which  should  have 
been  deemed  most  consistent  with  the  duty  of 
the  committee,  and  the  honor  of  the  House  who 
appointed  them;  and  he  believed  that  every 
member  of  the  committee  had  been  at  all  times 
during  the  session  perfectly  willing  to  reeeire 
any  communication  which  General  WilkiosoD 
might  have  thought  proper  to  offer.  If  it  was 
the  object  of  the  mover  merely  that  the  commit- 
tee should  receive  any  evidence  relative  to  the 
subject,  he  conceived  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman,  though  not  improper,  was  unneces- 
sary. He  believ^  it  was  the  understanding  of 
all  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion that  ^stimony  should  not  be  entirely  ct 
parte;  but  the  committee  ought  not,  he  con- 
ceived, to  be  bound  to  receive  the  evidence,  un- 
less they  deemed  it  conducive  to  the  end  of  the 
inquiry.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
more  because  it  was  unnecessary  than  improper^ 

Mr.  Thocp  supported  his  amendment.  Was 
it  possible,  he  asked,  that  this  House  could  ever 
think  of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  an  individual  without  bearing 
him  in  his  defence?.  If  they  heard  ea: parte tes- 
timony,  was  it  possible  .that  they  would  come  to 
an  ex  parte  conclusion?-  General  Wilkinson 
must  either  be  heard  by  the  committee  appointed 
or  by  the  House  in  his  defence  before  they  pro« 
Dounced  on  his  conduct,  or  acted  in  relation  to 
him  A9  if  they  had  done  so.    Suppose  the  Hoase 


should  on  this  occasion  choose  to  consider  itself 
as  an  inquisitorial  tribunal — ^s  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  nation  as  it  was  called — why.  it  might 
happen  that  the  General  might*be  tried  twice  for 
the  same  offence,  by  what  was  called  the  grand 
iriquest  of  this  House,  and  by  what  was  called  the 
grand  and  petty  jury  of  his  country.  The  Hoase 
would  observe  that,  in  the  ease'  of  their  proceed- 
ing, although  there  was  a  grand  jury  to  find  the 
bill,  there  was  not  a  petty  jury  to  determioe  the 
question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  After  pronoun- 
cing as  far  as  they  could,  the  Mouse  were  to  turn 
him  over  to  the  laws,  according  to  which  he 
mqst  appear  before  aqother  grand  inquest,  and 
afterwards,  be  tried  whether  guilty  or  notjgfaiity, 
before  a  petty  jory.  If  they  proceeded  in  this 
way  there  would  be  a  double  prosecution  for  the 
same  offence.  Mr.  T.  was  therefore  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  if  the  House  pursued  the  subject, 
Gt^aeral  Wilkinson  ought  to  haVe  his  Constito- 
tionaland  legal  right  to  confront  his  accusers. 

Mr.  Rh^a  said  thisr  amendment  would  cap  the 
climax  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  their  pro- 
ceedin|r$  for  it  would  give  to  the  inquiry  aU  the 
formality  of  trial.  General  Wilkinson  was  to 
put  in  hts  plea  x>(  guilty  or  not  guiltv ;  the  com- 
mittee musf  rejoin ;  evidence  must  be  taken,  on 
which  the  committee  would  pronounce.  This 
would  be  a  trial  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ex- 
cept that  in  other  cases  the  party  was  not  called 
upon  to  answer  before  bills  were  found.  If  there 
was  any  provision'  contained  in  the  Constitution 
to  warrant  such  «  proceeding,  it  was  unknown  to 
him.  If  he  were  desirous  to  add  to  (he  absurd- 
ity of  the  original  resolution,  he  should  vote  for 
the  amendment,  but  he  had  no  such  disposition. 
He  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  requiring  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question* 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  that  unquestionably  if 
the  House  bad  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  guilt, 
•they  had  a  right  to  in<^uire  also  into  the  inno- 
cence of  General  Wilkmson.  It  was  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  the  House  were  not  to  proceed 
to  final  judgment  on  General  Wilkinson.  Would 
it  be  right  or  just  to  collect  everything  against 
an  individual,  to  blast  his  character  forever,  with- 
out hearing  his  side  of  the  question  ?  Who  knew, 
if  they  heard  hiin  in  his  defence,  but  the  charges 
against  him  might  be, all  disproved?  If  truth 
were  the  only  thiriff  they  were  in  search  of,  could 
any  man  object  to  hearing  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion ?  Every  one,  who  had  ever  attended  courts 
must  have  been  satisfied  that  one  story  wasgooa 
until  another  was  told.  The  objections  to  this 
amendment  showed  that  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion was  wanted  and  not  the  other. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  wished  to  know  ope  thing 
of  the  gentlemen  who  patronfiied  this  resolution  : 
what  was  their  object?  The  business  had  ar- 
rived to  that  stage  that  it  Vas  time  to  declare 
what  theyr  ultimately  meant.  Did  they  mean, 
after  the  inquiry  was  finished,  that  the  House 
was  to  decide  on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  this 
officer  ?  If  this  was  what  was  meant,  they  ought 
to  tell  it,  and  in  that  case  the  amendment  was 
neoessary.    If  the  committee  passed  sentence. 
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th€y  oaffht  to  show  Irb^noe  the  |>#wer  was  de- 
rived. From  the  CoDstitodoB  it  could  not  be, 
for  there  wzs  no  soeti  power  there.  He  supposed, 
however,  th&t  they  did  Dot  mean  to  carry  the 
matt? r  so  far,  but  merely  to  pursue  the  inquiry, 
and  blast  the  man's  character  by  pubiifthing  the 
result  of  a  one  sided  inquiry.  Mr.  S.  appealed  to 
gentlemen  whether  after  this  General  Wilkinson 
eouid  have  a  fair  trial  before  either  of  theeoUrts, 
civil  or  military,  before  whom  he  might  be  called. 
He  hoped  at  all  events  they  would  declare  what 
was  their  object;  either  to  judge  the  man  and- 
pronounce  sentence  on  him,  or  publish  .to  the 
world  everything  they  could  collect  against  the 
character  of  the  man.  Indeed^  in'  his  opinion, 
the  House  had  got  into  a  situation  in  which  they 
would  always  find  themselves  when  they  took  a 
wrong  step.  His  opinion  had  uniforml)r  been 
that  tiie  House  did  not  possess  an  inquisitorial 
power  as  such;  that  where  theyhad  no  power 
to  impeach  they  had  no  power  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  an  individual. 

Mr.  PfiARaoii  said' on  further  reflection  he  had 
thought  proper  to  accept  the  amendment  offsred 
by  Mr.  Troup  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Troup  having  thus 
become  a  part  of  Mr.  Pearson's  resohitibn — 

Mr.  T.  Moorr  said  that  now  this  ameadraent 
wa«  incorporated  in  the  original  motion,  he  found 
hiDDself  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against  the 
wb  ole.  He  had  always  considered  that  the  Hou^ 
bad  a  ri^ht  to  inquire  into  the  oondoot  of  Gene^ 
ral  WiUciaaon,  but  hefcould  never  agree  that  they 
bad  a  right  to  try  him.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennaylvania  had  stated,  that  if  the  House  pro- 
ceeded and  sent  that  officer  before  a  ceurt-mar- 
tial  with  the  sentence  of  the  House  on  his  back, 
it  would  be  holding  him  up  to  public  view  in  a 
wijr  which  would  be  very  unfavorable*  For  his 
part,  Mr.  M.  said^  he  could  see  that  officer  in  no 
other  point  of  view  than  as  a  person  before  a 

Sand  jury,  against  whom  a  bill  was  to  be  found, 
ow  would  that  operate?  Would  it  prevent 
jostiee?  No;  every  day's  estperience  proves  to 
the  contrary.  The  amendment  carried  with  it 
the  a]^pearance  of  putting  General  Wllkii^oo  on 
his  trial.    Mr.  M.  was  therefore  against  it. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the 
House  had  a  right  to  go  into  the  full  form  of  try- 
ing a  military  officer  by  one  of  its  coBHDittees. 
Believing  the  amendment  had  given  the  propo- 
sition a  form  which  rendered  it  questionable  whe- 
ther in  passiog  it  they  were  borne  out  by  the  Con- 
stitotion  or  not,  he  must  vote  against  the  resoln* 
tioD  in  that  character.    The  House  had  on  a 
former  occasion  collected  testimony  and  sent  it 
to  the  Executive— on  which  testimony,  he  pre- 
samed,  the  court  of  inquiry  had  been  held  in  due 
form.    He  was  not  disposed  to  go  farther  in  this 
case  than  sending  the  testimony  to  be  collected 
to  the  Erecutive.    He  therefore  inoved  to  strike 
OQt  those  words  which  had  been  inserted  in  the 
resolution  at  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  ^ 

Mt.  Butler  said^  that  situated  as  be  bad  been 
dvriog  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  found  him- 


self called  upon  to  answer  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^  who  asked  what 
gentlemen  meant  by  this  inquiry.  I  trust,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (said  he)  I  shall  be  among  the  last  either 
in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  that  would  say  or  do 
any  act  that  would  unjustly  detract  from  the 
merits  of  the  man  that  is  brave  and  virtuous  f 
and  the  General's  bravery  was  not  doubted.  But, 
whilst  I  am  anxious  to  gjuard  the  reputation  of 
the  individual^  I  wish  to  pay  some  attention  to 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the  American  Re- 
pul^ic ;  and  believing  as  I  now  do,  that  General 
Wilkinson,  as  Gomman^er-iB-Chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army,  has  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct, 
lam  willing  this  House  shall  ouike  the  inquir]|r, 
and,  after  hearing  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  if 
the  charges  exhibited  againat  General  Wilkinson 
shall  be  refuted,  I  wish  to  say  to  the  world  that 
he  is  an  innocent  and  persecuted  man ;  and  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  after  mature  investigation,  the 
Jacts^  as  already  stated  in  the  report -of  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  I  was  last  session  a  member^ 
should  appear  to  be  correct,  as  a  Representative 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  I  will  not  hes- 
itate to  say,  that  General  Wilkinson  ought  to  be 
made  a  publio-  example;  That  was  my  meaiuog 
when  on  the  eomnittee  last  session ;  what  may 
be'  the  idea  of  the  committee  of  ihisf  session  is 
not  for  me  to.say.   ■ 

The  question^  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stan- 
FORo's  motion,  and  lost— yeas  20,  naye  89,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— Joseph  Allen»  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breck- 
enridge^  Rohert  Brown,  William  Chamberlin,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  Gray,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
Thomas  Moore,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr,,  fllisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Rhea  of  Pennsylyania,.  Richard  Stanford,  Archi- 
bald Van  Hop!,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nats — WilUs  Alston,  jr.,  William  AndersOh,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barrv,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  , 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhonn,  Epaphro- 
ditufl  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Ohiy» 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochian,  William  Crawford^ 
Rtchard  Cutto,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bar^ai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholflon,  Charles  Goldsborough,  PeterK>n  Goodwyn, 
WilUam  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
hard,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Ebeneser  Hunthigton,  Rtchard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy;  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  William  Miinor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Meseley^  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sbeffisy, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Janies  8tei>henBon, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Bonjamm  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,. 
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€k*rg»  M*  Tnmp^  Ckarlat  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White, 
hill,  iamee  WUteii,  Richerd  Winn,  Robert  Wither, 
epoon,  end  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  recirriof  on  the  reaolution  as 
amended-^  .    . 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  be  was  opposed  to  it  oo  tbe 
broad  ground  that  it  had  already  oeeupied  too 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  House.  He  there^ 
fore  wished  it  dismissed,  and  that  the  person  con- 
cerned might  foe  left  to  be  deah  i^ith  by  the  Ex- 
ecutife  as  the  Constitution  directs,  and  as.  he 
would  be  if  it  were  not  for  the  Interference  of 
the  Honse.  Mr.  M^  said  he  thought  the  Hoose 
had  better  adhere  to  its  legislaiire  functions,  in 
which  it  had  enough  to  do,  and  to  leave  to  the 
Biectuive  to  perform  bis  functions  as  Com-: 
mander^in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  woul^  not  detain  the  Hoase 
hf  moving  to  strike  out  anv  part  of  the  resola- 
tion,  for  he  Was  convinced  trom  the  votesVhich 
had  been  taken  that  the  resolution  wonld  pass  as 
it  now  stood ;  but  as  he  had  at  the  last  session 
voted  for  a  resolution  similar  to  that  under  con- 
aideration,and  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed  one 
of  the  committee,  be>  lelt  it  a  doty  which  he  owed 
to  himself  and  the  House  to  state  some  of  the 
reasons  which  had  indttced  him  to  change  his 
opinion  on  the  subject.  An  aged  and  boaorabie 
friei^d  (Mr.  Smiue)  had  at  the  last  session  given 
admonition  of  the  impfopriety  of  their  proceed- 
ing, and  Mr.  R.  said  the  longer  he  sat  upon  the 
committee  the  more  he  became  convinced  of 
the  incorrectness  of  his  vote*  At  that  time  the 
p«»palar  clamor  had  been  loud ;  %he  public  had 
app^afed  to  dematu!  the  inquiry;  and  he. bad 
heard  of  the  lamentable  deitrqetioo  of  the  Army 
in  the  marshes  of  Terre  au  Bceufl  Without 
much  reflection  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
question,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  voted  for  the  inquiry; 
and  he  had  thought  that  perhaps  something  might 
grow  out  of  it;  that  the  House  might  withhold 
supplies  as  long  as  the  Executive  continued  in 
conHnanda  man  whom  the  House  on  a  full  in* 
vestiffation  should  deem  unworthy  of  the  public 
cooideace.  He  had  thought,  aUo,  that  it  might 
lead  to  another  object — the  repeal  of  the  law 
creating  the  oflke  of  Brigadier  GUneraL  This 
inquiry  by  the  House,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  believed 
had  prevented  the  dismission  of  Qeoeral  Wilkin* 
son,  or  at  leant  an  Executive  inquiry  into  his 
conduct.  He  said  that  he  had  found  that  acorn- 
mittee  would  be  tillable,  and  roust  of  necessity  be 
unable,  to  do  justice  to  the  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  justice  to  the  nation.  By  what  means, 
he  asked^  couid  the  committee  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses ;  and  how  were  they  to  be  io- 
formed  of  the  persons  proper  to.be  subpoenaed 
unless  from  officers  who  had  been,  or  now  were, 
under  the  command  of  General  Wilkinson,  and 
were  willing  to  volunteer  their  services  agaiilst 
him?  How  should  these  things  be  known. unless 
from  those  whose  object  it  wa^,  instead  or  allay- 
tuf,  to  increase  the  popular  clamor  ?  To  be  sure 
the  resolution  now  looked  as  if  General  Wilkin- 
aon  was  to  be  heard  before  the  comnuttee.    0iu 


were  the  House  certain*  that  he  would  avail  hii 
self  of  the  opportunity  ?  He  had  not  at  the  last 
session  asked  to  be  heard  bj^'^he  committee,  be- 
cause the  powers  of  that  committee  did  not  ex- 
tend to  declaring  his  guilt  or  innocence. 

This  resolution,  Mr.  R.  said,  embraced  three 
objects,  two. of  which,  had  heen  already  suffi- 
ciently examined.    His  conduct  on  the  marshes 
bebw  I^ew  Orleans  had  been  sufficientlv  inres- 
tigated  by  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion expressly  to  inquire  into  that  subject.    His 
conduct  as  to  tha  Spanish  pension  had  been  in- 
vestigated before  a  military  court  instituted  for 
the  purpose ;  and  by  that  eourt  it  had  been  re- 
ported that  there  was  no  evidence  of  his  having 
been  a  Spanish  peiuiooer,  but  that  his  having  re- 
ceived money  from  the  Spanish  Government  wms 
on  account  of 'a  tobacco  contract.    But  even  if 
that  were  not  the  fact,  the  length  ^f  Ume  elapsed, 
and  the  circumstances  attending  the  iransactiony 
would  be  sufficient  to  render  an  investigaiiou  on 
that  point  inexpedient.    As  long  ago  as  1786  or 
1787.  when  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  were 
held  by  Spain,  the  inhabitants  on  its  waters  were . 
taking  measures,  if  not  for  independence  of  the 
United  States,  at  least  for  a-  connexion  with 
^pain.    Bat  was  this  ahything  new?    Had  ia 
not  been  communicated  to  General  WASHnfOTOM, 
and  ^\sQ  to  Mr.  Adams?    Yes;,  and  what  bad 
they  done?  They  had  given  idstructions  to  search 
into,  the  matter ;;  but,  when  the  treaty  had  been 
mfldewi<h  Spain  ia  1796,  and  th^  aasociatioa 
wajs  dissolved,  there  having  been  many  persons 
involved  who^o  names  had  been  heard  oa  this 
side  the  Alleghany,  the  Government  had  thought 
pr(q)<ur  not  (o  make  the  investigation.    At  the  last 
session,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  seen  letters  oommo* 
nicated  to  Mr*  McHenry,  when  Secretary  of 
War^  giving  information  on  the  subject.    Those 
letters  had.  not  been  put  upon  the  flies  of  the 
War  office,  but  had  been  retained  among  his  pri- 
vate (Hipers.    It  had  been  deemed  prudent  hj 
WAsaijiQTON  and  Aoams  to  suffer  the  matter  to 
go  to  rest.    What  occasion,  then,  was  there  now 
to  revive  this  inquiry ;  to  rake  up  the  ashea  of 
the  dead  1.  With  a  knowledge  of  every  thine  re- 
lating to  the  subject.  General  Wilkinson  had  been 
permitted  by  three  successive  administrations  Co 
remain  in  office. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  a  confidence  that,  if,  upon 
investigation,  the  charges  against  him  nad  been 
found  to  be  well  grounded.  General  Wilkinson 
would  have  been,  before  this  time,  removed  frooEi 
thecommand  from  which  he  had  been  suspended 
but  for  the  inquiry.  He  was  unwilling  that  ano- 
ther inquiry  by  the  House  should  protract  the 
time  when  a  j)roper  inquiry  should  take  place, 
and  his  dismission  from  service,  ensue,  if  it  sboula 
then  appear  necessary.  He  was  therefore  opposed 
to  the  resohxtion. 

Mr.  GaoLsoN  said  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resoliuion  before  the  Hous^  on 
the  table.  Ue  had  also  voted  for  its  postpone- 
meat  until  to-morrow.  But  he  was  not  governed 
by  any  of  the  reasons  which  had  been  assigned 
by  some;  of  the  gentlemen  with  whmn  he  had  the 
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froDor  ofbein^  ftssociated  in  these  votes.  Bo  far 
from  it,  he  could  not  questioti  the  Constitutional 
Authority  of  the  Honse  to  pass  the  resolution.  He 
bkd  been  induced  to  support  the  two  first  motions 
that  w^re  made,  because  a  want  of  preparation 
to  aet  on  this  subject  had  been  expressed  on  the 
floor,  and  because  he  saw  no  necessity  for  precip- 
itancjr  in  its  disposition. 

As  it  regards  th^Oonstitutional  competency  of 
this  House  to  inrestigate  the  misprisions,  tort- 
Jbaaancea,  and  mal-conduct,  generally,  of  an  jr  offi- 
cer, whether  civil  or  tnilitary.  beloin^Bg  to  this 
Qovernment,  my  opinioD,  said  Mr.  Q.,  has  been 
l<»^g  since  satisurctprily  formed.  I  not  only  be- 
lieve that  the  Hotise  possesses  this  power,  ars  inci- 
dental to  its  right  of  impeachment,  but  to  me  it 
would  seem  most  clear  that  the  right  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  any  officer  Constitutionally 
inheres  in  and  appertains  to  this  House,  as  th? 
immediate  delegates  and  agents  of  the  people, 
who  expect  from  their  Representatives  a  vigilant 
auperintendence  over  all  tiieir  public  concerns. 

An  honorable  and  very  venerable  gentleman 
'from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smiltb)  has  said  that 
inquiries,  such, as  are  contemplated  by  the  pres- 
ent motion  are  confined  to  civil  officers  only. 
Without  Agoing  at  large  into  this  doctritte,  will 
that  gentleman  allow  me  to  state  to  him  a  case, 
and  ask  of  him  how  he  would  act  in  it.  I  know 
be  is  incapable  of  any  other  than  a  candid  answer. 
Suppose,  then,  the  United  States,  in  a  critical 
emergencv,  had  ira bodied  an  army  of  fifty  or  an 
hiradred  thousand  men,  and  its  commander  was 
suspected  of  traitorism  or  corruptit)n,  Would  the 
gentleman,  under  such  circumstances,  ap|>ropri- 
ate  money  and  vote  supplies  for  such  a  ueneral, 
or  for  an  army  commanded  by  him  7  I  do  not 
attempt  to  show,  that  in  point  of  enormity,  the 
case  of  General  Wilkinson  i>ears  any  proportion 
to  the  case  which  1  have  supposcAd  very  possibly 
might  exist.  The  principle  however  in  either 
ease  is  precisely  the  same,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
the  worthy  gentleman,  in  the  case  which  I  have 
imagined,  would  consider  an  inquiry  necessarv. 
with  a  view  to  Appropriation ;  for  I  know  he  would 
not  vote  supplies  for  an  army  to  be  commanded 
as  the  one  I  have  mentioned.  On  Constitutional 
principles,  therefbre,  I  have  no  doulrt  Ivhatever 
but  we  have  a  right  to  make  this  inquiry. 

The  question  then  occurs,  will  this  right  be 
Judiciously  and  discreetly  exercised  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution?  The  steps  which  were 
taken  at  the  last  session  on  this  subjeet  were 
instifficient  and  incomplete.  If  it  was  right  to 
eommence  the  inquiry,  it  h  much  more  so  to  con- 
clude it,  and  the  resolution  is  only  desi^^ed  to 
coasuromate  the  intestigation.  In  this  ^iew, 
then,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  adapted.  But,  sir,  in 
ny  opinion,  wt  ought  to  proceed  in  this  inquiry 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  General  Wilkinson.  Some 
of  the  testimony  whidi  has  been  taken  may  have 
an  ^ofayorable  bearing  on  that  officers-it  was 
ear  parte*  He  had  no  opportunity  of  confronting 
his  accusers.  The  present  resolution,  with  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlemikn  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
TxoOF,)  win  lead  to  a  f^U  and  fkir  examination  $ 


and  under  it'  General  Wilkinson  will  have  that 
opportunity-'-^  right  which  I  thought  at  the  last 
session  ought  to  have  been  yielded  to  him.  Is  it 
not  better,  therefore,  that  the  whole  truth  should 
be  known.  Perhaps  the  very  next  deposition 
that  may  be  taken  will  contain  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  accused.  1  f  so.  should  we  be  warranted  in 
excludtngit?    rtbioiE  not. 

I  will  avail  myself^  Mr.  S|>eaker.  of  this  occa- 
sion to  advert  to  an  imputation  which  has  been 
made  against  this  body  in  rehition  to  the  present 
subject.  It  has  been  often  allied,  and  has  been 
suggested  in  debate  to-day,  that  General  Wilkin- 
son IS  persecvted  by  this  Hotise.  I,  sir,l]ave  no 
hesitation  in  protesting  against  this  insinuation. 
For  all  the  actioas  of  men  we  must  look  some- 
where for  motives.  Where  there  is  persecution 
there  must  be  some  design ;  and  wherein,'let  me 
ask,  can,  according  to  any  human  probability, 
exist  the  inducements  for  this  nummns  assem- 
bly, collected  from  the  various  sections  of  this 
extended  country,  to  combine  and  confederate 
against  a  single  individual,  occupying  tlie  sphere 
of  a  Brigadier  Ckneral?  Sir,  when  the  thins  is 
examin^,  it  will  appear  at  once  irrational,  fdo 
not  believe  it.  As  for  my  own  part,  while  I  at 
this  time  forbear  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  either 
the  guilt  6r  innoc'ence  of  General  Wilkinson,  I 
discUiro  any  disposition  to  treat  him  with  injus- 
tice. I  feet  no  sentimentof  enmity  towards  him ; 
I  only  wisli  a  fair  disclosure  of  all  the  circum- 
stances respecting  the  charges  against  him,  and, 
n^hen  the  evidence  shall  have  been  fully  devel- 
Q^d,  I  will  then  decide  impartially  upon  it. 

Mf .  Pearson  said  he  should  not  have  addressed 
the  Speaker,  had  it  not  been  for  the  observations 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Root)  from 
New  York.  That  gentleman  appears  desirous  of 
suppressing  an  important  part  of  tlie  inquiry  con- 
templated by  Hie  present  resolution— ra  part,  too, 
which  has  already  undergone  considerable  inves- 
tigation' by  the  committee  of  the  last  session,  and 
upon  'whi<^h  more  evidence  has  been  reported 
than  either  of  the  other  points  of  their  inquiry. 
A  volume  of  testimony  has  been  collected,  tend- 
ing to  prove  the  connexion  of  General  Wilkin- 
son with  the  agents  of  Spain — testimony  import- 
ant in  its  nature,  and  which  has  been  almost 
providentially  preserved.  Is  this  alleged  offence 
so  triflin^r  or  the  evidence  so  imperfect  as  to  be 
totally  disregarded;  or  does  the  gentleman  sup- 
pose or  wish,  by  striking  off  that  part  of  the  res- 
olution to  which  his  observations  refer,  to  put  to 
rest  all  Aitore  investigation,  and  quiet  the  public 
mind  on  a  theme  wnich  nas  excited  so  much 
sensibility  and  so  much  indignation  ? 

The  gentlem&n,  however^  has  stated  that  this  is 
an  old  affair;  that  the  administrations  of  Washing- 
ton and  Adams  had  someknowledge  of  it;  that  the 
Spanish  connexion,  if  any  existed,  hud  lon^  been 
at  an  end,  and  therefore  it  ought' to  be  consigned 
to  oblivion.  He  has  also  thought  proper  to  state 
that  Colonel  McHenry,  former  Secretary  of  War> 
bad  received  private  letters  on  the  subject  of 
WilkinsonV  connexion  with  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  those  letters  were  not  deposited  in 
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the  War  office,  and  that  oo  InvestigatioD  did  take 
place.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  this  is  an  old  affair — 
at  least  it  had  its  origia  many  years  ago — but  that 
it  has  long  been  at  aa  eod  is  not  equally  certain ; 
indeed,  the  documents  before  me — the  report  of 
the  committee  of  last  session — afford  strone,  if 
not  incontestable  evidence,  of  the  existence  elthis 
Spanish  connexion  as  late  as  the  year  1804. 

[Here  Mr*  P.  read  extracts  from  the  depositions 
of  James  .M.  Bradford  of  New  Orleans,  Isaac 
Bricgs^and  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  Accountant 
of  the.  War  Department.] 

From  these  depositions  it  appears,  that  in  the 
year  1804,  General  Wilkinson  expended  about 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  sugars  at 
New  Orleans;  that  this  circumstance  excited  some 
suspicion  as  to  the  manner  of  General  Wilk^n- 
son^s  obtaining  ^o  large  a  sum  of  money.  He  was 
questioned  on  the  subject,  and  alleged  that  he 
had  ifeceived  it  from  Lieutenant  Taylor,  then  mil^ 
itary  agent,  for  drafts  on  the  United  States.  The 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department  expressly 
states,  that  no  such  drafts  were  drawn,  and  that 
the  only  money  that  he  appears  to  have  receired 
from  Taylor,  at  any  tlme^  was  three  thousand 
dollars  in  April,  1804.  'Mr.Briggs,  however,  states 
that  General  Wilkinson  did  admit  that  he  had 
received  about  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
of  a  late  Mexican  coinage,  in  Cam  peachy  l>ags, 
from  the  officers  of  Spa^n,  but  that  it  was  due  to 
him  on  account  of  former  marcantiie  contracts 
with  the  Spanish  Government. 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  this  ^^  old  business,'- 
as  the  gentleman  terms  it,  has  been  continued,  at 
least,  to  the  year  1804.  J3ut,  sir,  had  it  ended  at 
a  period  as  distinet  as  its  commencement.  Is  it, 
therefore,  expiipied  by  the  length  of  time  ?  Does 
the  statute  of  litnitation  bar  an  in  vestigatipii  1  Is 
there  a  period  when  crimed  are  to  be'  forgotten, 
and  punishments  not  to  be  thought  of  ?  If  so,  I 
trust  the  period  has  not  arrived,  and  the  antiquity 
of  the  subject,  hidden  as  this  has  been,  adds  ad- 
ditional ciaiais  to  investigation.  And  the  gen- 
tleman, by  introducing  his  reaiarks,  hasilfforded 
a  strong  reason  in  favor  of  our  adopting  th^  res- 
olution in  its  present  form.  As  to  any  informa- 
tion which  may  have  been  given  to  the  two  first 
Administrations,  a» far  as  I  am  able  to  understand, 
it  was  of  that  uncertain  and  questionable  kind 
which  could  not,  probably,  lead  to  any  certain 
result.  It  is,  also,,  true,  that  information  was 
^iven  on  tbe  subject  to  Mr.  Jefferson  whiUt  Pres- 
ident, and  nothing  was  done,  except,  iodeedi  the 
mock  court  of  inquiry,  in  1808,;whicii  resulted  in 
less  than  nothing.  Not  a  record  of  their  proce^- 
ings  is  now  to  be  found,  and  the  person  accused 
has  been  permitted  to  pocket  the  papers.  Part  of 
these  were,  indeed,  obtained  from  General  Wil- 
kinson, by  the  committee  of  last  session,  but  they 
were  deemed  by  the  committee  so  unimportant 
and  irrelevant  (with  the  exception  of  A.  EUi- 
oot's  depositioii,  which  was  taken  on  the  part  of 
General  Wilkinson,)  as  not  to  deserve  a  place  in 
this  report. 

As  to  the  private  letters.. which  the  gentleman 
has  alluded  to,  in  the  possession. of  Colonel  Mc- 


Henry,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  remark  that  Oolonel 
McHenry  was  summoned  to  attend  the  commit- 
tee at  the  last  session ;  that  he  produced  several 
letters  which  were  addressed  to  him  in  his  private 
capacity,  from  persons  in  the  Western  countrv, 
stating  t^eir  suspicions  of  G^eral  Wjlkinson's 
connexion  with  the  agents  of  Spain  ;  those  let- 
ters were  laid  before  the  committeef  and  they 
were  allowed  to  use  them  as  vhey  thought  proper. 
The  committee  (of  whioh  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  waa  a  member)  QnanimoQsly  deter- 
mined that  those  letters  were  not  at  all  material 
to  their  inquiry,  and  it  was  deemed  unnecessary 
even  to  take  copies  of  them,  which  were  frankly 
offered  by  Mr.  McHenry.  I  think  "it,  also,  propn 
to  state  that  Colonel  McHenry  informeid  the 
committee  that  the  then^  Administration  were 
not  free  from  suspicion  as  to  the  parity  of  €ka- 
eral  Wilkinson;  but,  as  mutual  criminations  were 
made  by  General  Wayne  and  General  Wilkin- 
son, thoKxecutive  had  directed  an  inquiry  against 
General  Wayne,  and  intebded.  at  its  termioatioD, 
to  proceed  against  General  Wilkinson,  but  the 
death  of  General  Wayn^  and  the  change  of  Ad- 
min istration^  prevented  this  determination  from 
being  carried  iiato  effect.  If  it  should  be  that 
those  who  have  gone  before  us  have  not  dooe 
their  duty,  let  us  do  ours. 

Mr.  Fi0K  said  as  it  was  his  intention  to  girea 
different  vote  upon  this  question  from  that  whieh 
he  had  given  at  the  last  session,  he  would  state 
some  of  tbe  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
change  bis  opinion.  Whenever,  said  he,  I  hafe 
reflected  upon  the  vote  I  ^ave  upon  that  occasion, 
I  have  been  more  dissatisfied  with  it  than  with 
any  vote  I  ever  gave  before  or  since.  A  similar 
resolution  to  this  did  pass  this  House  during  the 
last  session,  without  much  discussion,  and  bf  a 
large  majority.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
who,  after  much  investigation,  reported.  What 
more  was  done,  or  what  more,  indeed,  can  be 
done  by  this  House  in  relation  to  this  subject.  I 
am  unable  to  say.  And,  without  questioning  the 
constitutionality  of  thia  proceeding,  it  may  be  in- 
quired what  good  is  to  result  from  it?  What  is 
its  object  ?  And  unless  gentlemen  will  point  out 
the  probable  benefit  of  this  inquiry,  and  ^V^^ 
some  object  to  which .  it  is  to  be  directed,  whf 
shall  we  go  into  it? 

But,  sir,  it  is  pot,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  clear 
and  settled,  that  lAe  Constitutional  powers  of 
thift  House  do  extend  to  inquiries  of  this  nature. 
For,  no  oqe  will  pretend  that  it  is  a  power  to  be 
found  among  those  specifically  delegated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution.  It  we  do  possess  tbe 
power,  it  is  by  implication.  And  for  what  pur- 
pose is  it  implied  ?  May  it  not,  sir,. well  he  qu»- 
tioned,  whether  the  Constitution  has  ^elegatw 
to  Congress  power  to  act  in  any  case  in  wbicn 
that  act  shall  not  be  effectual  and  conclusive » IQ 
any  matter  in  which  their  acts  create  no  obliffj' 
tions,  or  impose  no  duty  ?  If  we  proceed  to  w« 
.  utmost  extent  contended  for  in  this  case,  whose 
rights  will  be  concluded  by  anything  we  sliai| 
do?  Shall  we  impose  an  obligation,  or  enjoina 
duty  upon  the  President,  or  the  officer  into  wu^ 
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eoDdaet  it  is  proposed  to  inquire?  Certaiiily  not. 
Then,  sir,  for  what  purpose  this  laborious,  expen- 
sive inquiry? 

If  the  Constitution  warrants  us  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  this  kind,  in  any  case,  it  must  be  on 
some  great,  urgent,  and  serious  occasion^  at  a 
time  ^ben  some  evident  danger  may  be  averted 
by  it,  and  some  obvious  good  result  from  it. 
These  investigations  are  not  to  be  lightly  insti- 
tuted, for  we  may  readily  imagine  cases  in  which 
such  an  inquiry  as  is  now^roposed  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  serious  and  fatal  consequen- 
ces, not  only  to  the  individaal,  but  to  this  nation. 
When  the  inquiry  commences,  the  officer  is  to  be 
notified  to  attend.  He  is  to  be  heard  before  the 
committee  in  his  defence.  This  supposes  the 
presence  of  the  officer,  and  if  he  is  ^ot  here,, he 
is^  I  presume,  to  be  ordered  from^  the  Army  aqd 
his  command  to  a|)pear  before  uh  ;  any  orders  he 
may  have  from  his  superior  officer  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding*  He  cannot,  during  ll^e 
investigation*  if  it  last  two  years,  as  this  has.  or 
wUl,  if  this  resolution  pass,  be  tried  by  any  other 
tribunal^  suspended,  or  cashiered  ,  because  it  will 
not  be  contended  even  that  any  i  wo  tribunals  of 
concurrent  jurisdactrons  shall,  ^b  this  country,. 
proceed  at  the  same  time  to  try  the  same  person 
for  one  and  the  same  offence.  .  F  r,  if  one  should 
acquit,  and  the  other  convict,  the  accused  is  cer- 
taiik  to  be  punished.  To  suspend  or  cashier  him 
would  be  to  prejudge  his  cause.  He  must,  then, 
be  retained  in  the  service,  whether  guilty  or  not, 
till  Congress  shall  proceed  (and  nil  lar^e  bodies 
move  slowly)  to  determine  their  opiniofi  upon 
the  committee's  report. 

But  suppose,  sir,  this  House  sh^  uld,  after  their 
inqui^,  form  an  opinion  highly  unfavorable  to 
this  omcer,  and  even  express  that  opinion  in  the 
form  of  a  resolution,  charging  hi  in  with  a  viola- 
tion of  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Has 
this  officer  not  a  rigbt  to  deny  the  .charge,  and 
demand  a  trial  by  a  court  of  inquiry,  or  a  court 
martial  ?  Ct rtaioly  he  has.  If  that  court  has  a 
right'to  tty,  it  has  to  acquit.  Suppose  it  acquit 
the  accused  of  the  charge;  to  which  must  he 
submit?  Shall  he  be  acquitted  by  a  court  mar- 
tial for  a  charge  touching  his  conduct  as  an  officer, 
and,  after  that  acquittal,  be  removed  by  the  Presi- 
>  dent,  and  thus  dugraced  and  sacrificed,  because 
this  House  have  expressed  an  unfavorable  opin- 
ion concerning  him,  which  opinion  a  competent 
tribunal  to  decide  shall  have  declared  to  be  incor- 
rect and  unjust?  Reallyisir,  this  is  supposiog 
no  extreme  case^but  a  case  which  may  occur; 
and,  if  it  should,  in  what  manner  would  our  pro- 
ceedings be  viewed  by  this  nation?  The  rigor- 
ous and  cruel  operation  of  the  precedent  we  are 
about  to  establish  by  adopting  this  resolution, 
may  be  such  as  cannot  and  will  not  be  borne  by 
the  citizens  of  this  community. 

Why,  then,  sir,  shall  we  be  pressed  into  it? 
Nothing  effectual  and  beneficial  can  result  from 
it  to  the  nation  during  this  Congress,  if  ever. 
The  scene  of  action  is  at  a  great  distance.  The 
inquiry  is  vastly  extensive.  Your  committee  are 
to  inquire  generally  into  the  conduct  of  .General 


Wilkinson,  and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
To  send  where,  but  to  New  Orleans,  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  to  places  more  distant?  Is 
it  expected  that,  evidence  can  be.  procured  from 
these  places,  examined,  reported,  and  acted  upon 
by  this  House  before  the  fourth  of  March?  It  is 
impossible.  In  what,  then,  is  all  this  proceeding 
to  result  but  in  an  expense  of  the  time  of  this 
House,  and  the  money  of  this  nation  ?  At  the 
last  session,  this  inquiry  was  commenced^  and, 
when  Congress  adjougrned,  it  was  left  unfinished, 
and  this  is  to  be  its  fate  the  present  session.  We 
shall  but  leave  it  for  the  next  Congress  to  finish 
or  neglect,  as.  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  decide. 
Therefore,  sir,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
upoQ  what  may  be  called  the  merits  of  the  case — 
the  conduct  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  t^is  in- 
quiry—J  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  adopting  of 
this  resolution.  It  is  recording  a  precedent,  the 
constitutionality  of  which  may  be  seriously  ques- 
tioned ;  the  influence  and  operation  of  which,  in 
other  cases,  and  upon  other  occasions,  if  not  in 
this  case,  may  be  productive  of  mutiny  and  dis- 
order in  your  armies,  embarrassment  to  the  Exec- 
utive, and  of  oppression  and  ruin  to  the  individu- 
als who  may  have  the  misfprtune  to  be  subject- 
ed to  it.  Let  general  rumor  and  common  fame 
accuse  any  officer,  however  distinguished  by 
his  services,  of  honored  with  confidence,  if  this 
Hous.e  direct  ^an  inquiry,  the  trial  ibust  be  tre- 
mendous to  that  individual,  although  we  have 
neither  the  power  to  acquit  or  convict  him.  It 
ought  not  to  be  instituted,  unless  there  is^  at  least, 
a  prospect  that  it  may  be  concluded  by  the  same 
Congress  who  copimence  it;  which,  in  this  in- 
stance, cannot  be  expected.  It  is  to  be  a  trial 
without  end,  and  the  officer,  whether  guilty  or 
innpcent,  is  neither  to  be  dismissed,  punished,  or 
restored  to  his  command,  but,  to  remain  in  pay  to 
defend  his  conduct  for  twenty  years  of  his  life^  till 
Congress  are  ready  to  express  an  opinion,  in  an- 
swer to  common  fame,  concerning  him.  And,  as 
we  cannot  pretend  to  do  more  than  express  an 
opinion,  lam  willing  to  forbear  even  that,  and 
vole  against  the  ^ssage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  was  sorry  that  they  had 
changed  the  form  of  the  resolution.  If  he  had 
been  in  the  House  at  the  tinxe  it  was  done,  he 
should  have  objected  to  it,  because  the  General 
could  as  well  have  attended  that  committee  with- 
out a  iiummoBs  as  he  did  last  session  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Army.  It  could  not  be  possible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  that  any  committee  whioh  bad  been  ap- 
pointed could  have  refused  to  hear  General  Wil- 
kinson if  he  had  wished  to  have  been  heard. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  would  not  give  apy  opiuion  as  to 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  General  Wilkinson. 
He  wished  not  only  him  but  every  man  in  the 
nation  to  be. innocent,  and  more  particularly  did 
be  feel  this  wish  in  relation  to  one  who  had  gone 
through  the  Revolution  with  as  much  honor  as 
General  Wilkinson  did.  Whenever  such  a  man 
was  convicted  of  any  species  of  crime,  it  lessened 
(he  national  character,  which  ought  to  be  dear 
to  every  6ian.    It  was  impossible  that  there  could 
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be  anythiog  like  persecution  ia  this  case.  Of 
what  materials  mast  a  man  be  composed  in  this 
conntry,  who  was  desirous  of  persecuting  a  man 
that  weut  through  the  Revolution  with  glory  ? 
Every  one  must  wish  him  to  be  innocent. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  M.  said  be  should  vote 
for  the  resolution,  though  he  disapproved  of  part 
of  it.  He  said  it  seamed  to  him  as  though  it 
would  be  something  like  a  censure  on  the  former 
committee  not  to  pursue  the  inquiry. 

The  Constitutiooal  question  he  considered  as 
settled.  It  bad  been  again  stirred,  however,  and 
ffentlemen  who  last  year  had  thouffht  the  inquiry 
Constitutional  now  seemed  doubtful.  But  it  had 
been  said,  that  if  they  had  the  Constitutional 
power  to  inquire,  it  was  a  power  which  should 
not  be  exercised  unless  on  great  occasions,  espe- 
cially at  a  time  when  no  man  can  tell  how  long 
the  nation  will  now  be  in  peace.  If  this  were, 
not  one  of  thosp  questions  which  demanded  an 
immediate  inquiry,  he  should  like  to  know  what 
was.  What  the  President  might  h«ve  intended 
to  do.  Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  not,  unless  from  what 
had  been  suggested  to-day.  But  whatever  the 
President  might  do  was  nothing  to  him.  If  he 
wished  his  intention  to  be  known  to  the  House, 
he  ought  himself  to  corfimunicate  it  by  a  message 
in  writing.  To  whom  did  the  Army  belong? 
Was  it  a  mtional  or  Ezecutive'army  ?  It  was; 
the  army  of  the  nation,  and  -the  Le^lature  had 
a  right  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  it.  If  it  was 
the  army  of  the  Executive,  as  in  Monarchies, 
where  the  King  can  say  my  army,  my  navy,  and 
everything  was  of  the  Executive  and  not.or  the 
nation,  then  he  would  admit  that  the  House  had 
not  the  right  of  inquirjr.  Suppose  Aaron  Burr 
had  been  Commander-in-Chief)  and  they  could 
not  have  got  clear  of  him  in  any  other  way ; 
would  not  Congress  have  been  justrfied  in  with- 
holding his  pay  and  that  of  the  army  ?  If  they 
had  i^ot  done  so,  they  would  have  aeserved  the 
baiter  he  was  preparing  for  them.  Everything 
belonging  to  appropriation,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  pe- 
culiarly the  property  of  this  House;  and  in  times 
of  old  the  Republicans  had  been  so  tenacious  of 
the  rights  of  this  House  that  they  did  not  like  an 
appropriation  to  originate  in  the  Senate. 

Another  objection  to  the  inquiry  was,  that  it 
would  not  be  completed  within  the  session.  Tbia 
objection,  Mr.  M.  said,  would  go  to  a  vast  many 
things  at  every  second  session  of  Congress.  If 
it  could  not  be  finished,  it  might  proffre^.  A 
man  who  waits  for  |ueky  days  on  his  plantation 
scarcely  ever  makes  anything.  It  had  been  said 
too  that  the  inouiry  was  es parte.  Was  it  more 
so  than  everything  else  in  the  House?  Was  it 
mbreso  than  the  inquiry  into  the  sickness  at  New 
Orleans— and  yet  no  complaint  had  been  made, 
on  that  head.  If  the  committee  appointed  on 
this  subject  bad  in  view  to  take  testimony  to  ex- 
culpate Wilkinson,  they  wQuld,  in  Mr.  M.'s  opin* 
ion,  not  only  deserve  eensute  but  expulsion.  In 
every  case  of  inquiry  occurring  in  the  House  tes- 
timony was  taken  as  it  was  last  year  and  as 
proposed  now.  The  argument  of  expense  was 
equally  weak.    It  was  not  the  expense  of  inquiry, 


or  even  of  the  civil  li^,  which  made  the  nations 
of  the  earth  groan  under  taxes  too  burdensome 
to  be  borne.  It  was  something  far  different — it 
was  armies  and  navies— the  force  which  enabled 
some  men  to  rise  to  greatness  on  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  It  is  these  which  produce  taxes. 
The  civil  list  and  the  expenses  of  inquiry  are 
scarcely  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  It  so  happens, 
that  we,  like  ail  other  nations,  make  more  to  do 
about  little  expenses  than  about  millions.  If  we 
cannot  get  along  witn  this  expense,  we  ought  to 
l$ut  down  some  establishments  much  more  ex* 
pensive  and  certainly  of  no  ver^r  ^at  benefit. 
There  are  perhaps,  even  on  the  civil  list,  oseiess 
offices  enough,  it  put  down^to  save  sufiScient  to 
nay  all  the  expenses  of  inquiry.  He  meant  the 
loan  officers  of  the  different  States.  None  of  the 
objections  to  it  having  Weight  on  his  mind^  he 
said  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mn  Pitkin  said  he  rose  simply  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  a  part  of  the  report  of  a 
committee  at  the  last  session ;  about  which  he 
.had  heard  nothing  said  as  yet.    It  was  thai  pert 
relating  to  the  m^e  of  General  Wilkinson'^  ob- 
taining money  from  the  public  Treasury;  not 
only,  as  it  appeared  to  him  from  the  docuaieats, 
contrarjto  the  Constitution,  but  directly  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  law — and  this  was  a  fitft 
about  which  he  presumed  there  was  no  qoestioa 
of  the  right  of  the  House  to  make  inquiry.    And 
he  thought,  rf  gentlemen  had  read  the  report  of 
the  committee,  it  would  be  impossible  for  them, 
as  guardians  of  the  people's  money,  to  hesitate  to 
vote  for  further  inquiry  on  the  subject.    That 
committee  had  before  them,  among  other  deposi- 
tions, that  of  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment—and Mr.  P.  undertook  to  say,  that  it  ap- 
peared from  that  deposition  and  the  documents 
accompanying  it,  that  General  Wilkinson  had 
got  into  his  hands  and  still  held  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  doUars^of  the  public  money, 
contrary  to  law.    Mr.  P.  here  quoted  the  depo^- 
tion  of  Mr.  Simmons  on  the  subject.    General 
Wilkinson  had  also,  he  said,  drawn  money  from 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  contrary  to  law ;  for 
which  he  had  given  only  his  receipt,  and  for 
which  he  had  never  aceonnted.    He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  ako  to  another  fact.    It 
was  stated  by  the  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
partment, that  General  Wilkinson  had  seen  ft  to 
direct  the  payment  of  money  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  freight  of  his  own  flour  from  BaUinofe 
to  Charleston  and  Havana,  dt^ring  the  lime  of 
the  emiMirgo.    He  had  certified  an  aeeoint  to  be 
correct,  and  ordered  the  payment  of  the  money, 
for  the  freight  of  a  cargo  of  flour  which  was 
afterwards  carried  to  Havana  and   there  dis- 
tributed by  himself.    Mr.  P.  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  iinderstood  that  General  Wilkin- 
son was  authorized   to  draw  money  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  freight  of  his  .own  property 
from  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  another? 
Another  thing  in  these  documents,  M#.  P.  said, 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  gentleman  to,  of 
three  or  four  years  standing — to  the  ease  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson's  directing  payment  oit  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44» 


fflSTORT  OP  OONXJRBSS. 


450 


DBCtMBBR,  1810. 


Proceedings. 


H.  OF  R. 


public  money  for  ihe  transportatioft  of  three  or 
four  thoaaasd  pounds  weight  of  what  was  called 
his  baggage  to  Pittsburg,  loading  therewith  three 
or  four  waffODs.  Mr,  F.  quoted  the'  Reposition 
of  Captain  Peter,  statin|^  th«t  iMiymeBt  bad  been 
made  for  the  transportation  of  his  prifnte  property 

Sthe  public  &g«&t.  Now  he  wished  to  know 
gemtUmeo,  if  these  depositions  were  correct, 
(and-  they  ha<l  nerer  been  contritdicted,)  whether 
the  House  ought  not  to  proceed  in  this^inqufry  1 
Ooght  they  not  to  give  to  Xj^nertl  Wilkinson  at 
least  aft  opportunity  to  refute  them  i  And,  was 
it  not  their  duty  to  iiuiuire  whether  this  money 
liad  been  applied  agreeably  to  law  ? 

He  said  he  eoold  not  refrain  from  oalliag  th^ 
attention  of  the  House  to  ode  <uher  fact  in  rela- 
tioii  to. illegal  drafts  of  money  from  the  Treasury, 
it  wasy  charge  for  horses  pprchased  !br  the  Uni- 
ted States.  [Mr.  P.  quoted  the^oeumcnts  on  this 
subject,  rehiting  to  an  alleged  purchase  of  horses 
oBoecessarily  and  at  an  extravagant  jiriee  f(d[r  the 
pitblic  service,  in  the  sale  of  which  tt1s  itisinua- 
tcd  in  one  of  the  depositions  that  the  General 
was  himself  interested.]  If  the  Hduse  are  not. 
to  inquire  into  these  things,  (said  Mr.  P.)  why 
I^  as  all  have  an  equal  chance  with  the  Coiq' 
mander  of  the  Arioy^tp- freight  pur  flour,  IraAs- 
port  our  goods,  and  sell  our  horses.  If  these  facts, 
seated  in  the  documents,  are  true^  on  th4t  ground^ 
if  on  no  other^  we  ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry^ 
and  aficertaia  whether  money  is  thus  fo  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  contrary  to  the  C^onfttttutioii, 
and  to  law. 

The  final  question  on  the  resolution  was  Ae* 
eided  as  follows : 

Ybas— Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WilHs  Al- 
•ton>  jr.,  Eiakiel  Bacon,  William  T.  Barry,  Bm^ell 
Baasett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  AbHah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
BlaiadeU,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.-^  Barwjejl, 
WtiUam  Butler,  John  O;  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
beriin,  Epaphrodttus  Champipn,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Howell  Coibp  James  Cochran,  .Rjchard  Guttr,  Joha 
Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha,  William  !Biy,  James 
Bmott,  Meshack  FrankliB,  Banillai  Qanoett,  David  Sw 
Garland,  Thomas  GholsoUi  Charles  Goldsborough,  Pe- 
terson Ooodwyn,  Thoqfas  K.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Dan- 
iel Heistar,  Jonathan  H.  Hublmrd,  Ebeneser  Hunting- 
Ions  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Bobert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Herman' 
yn'kkerfaacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv-. 
ingstOD,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews^  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  8amnei  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
William  Milnor',.J6nathan  O.Mosefey,  Gordon  B.  Mum- 
for4  ThMnaa  Newton,  John  Niohobon,  Joseph  Peai^ 
•o^  Timothy  Pftkin^jr^  Peter  B;  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
PoMer,  Joaiah  Quiney,  John  Rea  of  PtfnA^ylvaniSy 
Thomas  Sammons,,  Adam  Beybert,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
mnais  Smelt,  •George  Bmith,  John  .$nuih»  Samuel 
Smith,  Jam^  Stephensoni  Lewis  B»  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samtiel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Tbompeon,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tui^ier,  junior, 
Afcbibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,' Ro- 
bert Weakley,  jLaban  Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon^— 79, 

Nat»— William  Anderwn,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Kabert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Willuim  Crawford, 
WaHim  Fmdtey;  Jonathan  Fisk,  yfm$m  Hebas, 
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James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufly,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyje, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R« 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Pc»rier,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  A.  Seud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Setfver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
Henry.  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  Uri 
Tra<^,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn^  and  Robert 
Wright.--36. 

Mr.  Trow,  Mr.  Sagb,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr. 
Breokenajdcib,  were  then  appointed  the  com- 
miltee. 

Wednesjut,  December  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bas^tt^ 

Ordered^  That  the  petitions  of  Amilie  Euge- 
nie Beautnarchais,  heir  and  representative  of  the 
late  CaroD  de  Benamarch»ts,  deceased,  by  J.  A« 
Cbevailie,  her  attorney.,  presented  the  twenty-* 
fourth  of  December,  180$,  and  the  second  of  April. 
1806;  together  with  the  Message  of  the  sixth  oi 
F'ebruaty,  1807,  froni  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
-of  the  fourteenth  of  December,  1807,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  claim  'of  the  said  jepresentative| 
\)e  refiBrred  to'  the  Conamittee  of  Claims.  / 
>  Mr  ^oHN  Smith  presented  a  petition  of  John 
.Brumbaob  and  others,  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
s*tating,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  renewal  of 
th^B  patent  granted  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  an  im- 
provement.in  mills  for  manufacturing  flour,  they 
haTe  ^een  and  will  be  subjected  to  much  jnoou- 
venienceand  expense  in^having.  after  the  expira- 
tion an^  pcior  to  the.renewal  of  the  patent,  used 
the  said  improvement,  and  praying  that  Congress 
will  exempt  them,  and  all  others  similarly  situa- 
ted, from  all  damages  which  tbesaid  Evans  may 
recover  against  them,  and  that  they  may  continue  ' 
to  use  the  said  improvement  free  of  expense. — 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the 
twelfth  instant,  to  inqoire  what  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  acts  respecting  patents. 

Mr.  MoKROW,  from  the  Committee  en  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  final 
adjostmefit  of  claio^s  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  in4he  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana ;  which  were  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Comoiittee  of  tfie  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbnninos, 
'  Refolted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  in to.tbe  expediency  of  ex^tending  the  Utii« 
ted  ^tates^  road  from  Vineennes,  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, to  the  Western  boundary  of  the  county  of 
Dearborn;  in  the  said  ''rerritory,  saas  to  meet  the 
State  road  from  Cbilicothe,  in  the  State  of  OhiO| 
to  the  Western,  boundary  of  said  State;  with 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

MrllfiNMiNOs,  Mr.  KxidKSRBACKBR,  and  Mr. 
Thompson,  were  then  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. , 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's 
Message  of  the  twelfth  instant,  presented  a  bill 
making  an  additional  appropriation  to  supply  a 
deficiency  in  the  appFopriation  for  the  relief  and 
I  protection  of  distressed  Americao  seamen ;  which 
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WM  read  twice  and  coounitted  to  a  CoofniUee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  EpFBBf  from  the  same  committee,  also 
presented  a  bill  to  eontinue  in  foroe^  for  a  further 
thne,  the  first  section  of  the  net.  entitled  ^ An  act 
forther  to  protect  the  i^mmerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  States  ag&inst  the  Barbarj^  Powers;'' 
which  was  retfd  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Fridliy  next. 

Orderedj  That, Mr..  Troup  be  excnsed  from 
serring  on  the  committee  appointed^yestefday^  to 
inquire  into  the  conductofGenerd  James  Wilk- 
inson, and  that  Mr. Bibb  be  appointed  in  his  place. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lotb,  that'  the 
Rouse  do  confe  to  the  fi»110wip^  resolution: 

Rttohed^  That  the  S^cr^taiy  of  the  Treatnrt  be^i- 
feeted  to  lay  before  this  Bouse  iBfbrmatiQn»  first,  of  tbs 
amount  of  debts  ^ne  from  individuals  and  bodies  cor- 
porate to  the  Bank  of  tl^  United  (States,  disthiguiehhig 
&e  janount  due  by  bond,  mortgage,  or  other  qpeoisl^, 
fiom  thai  payable  by  n<Mes,  biUs  of  ax^ange,  or  other 
mxMji  not  under  seal  to  theaaid  hank  and  its  branebe^ 
and  what  portion  of  said  debts  are  cpasidered  as  atand- 
ing  acoommodation  to  the  cuatolners  of  said  bank  and 
its  Itt'andies:  Second,  of  the  amount  of  notes  of  the 
•aid  bank  and  its  Wanches  now  in  circulatton :  Thirdly,' 
'  whether  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  or  what 
portions  of  it,  are  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  sa^ 
bank  and  its  branches ;  whether  any  portion  of  it  is 
ordered  to  be  deposited  in  other,  and,  if  so;  what  other 
banks;  and  what  will  be  the  probable  amount  of  de« 

Cites  in  fwor  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  said 
ks  or  their  branches,  and  which  of  them,  b^  the 
first  day  of  March»  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleven.      -'     " 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

Mr.  GtoLikfrom  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourteenth  iustant,  presented  a  bill  toa^uthorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by 
the  appointment  of  CommissioBerai»  the  exterior 
line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  .the 
aydjoinidg  proprietor;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committ'eeof  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. ^  - 

Mn  Eppse  presented  to  the  H#iKe  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  sod  Means,  of  the,  applieatioti  of  tiie  mo^ 
neys  appropriated  for  the  relief  apd  prote^oA  of 
distretsed  Americau  seamen ;  ^hich  tras  read^ 
and  ordered  to  lii^  on  the  table.         .  . 

Mr.  Van  Ht)RK,  from  the  Committee  (bt  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  fot  <ion.- 
tlnoin^  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Colombia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Commiuee  -of  the  Who)e 
on  Friday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation 
of  the  additional  Assistant  Postma5ter  General 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  blank  in  the  hilt 
for  the  salary  was  filled  with  <'$1,6D0." 

The  Commiuee  rose' and  reported  the  bill  as' 
amended;  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrosse4for 
a  third  reading. 


STATE  OF  TBS  AEMY. 

Mf.  NuwTON  sard  it  would  be  reeollected  that 
the  report  of  th«  committee  appointed  at  the  kst 
sesftton,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
mortality  in  the  armj  at  New  Orleans^  owing  to 
the  late  hour  at  which  it  had  'been  introduced 
(the  37th  April,)  was  not  acted  upon;  he  would, 
therefore,  more  tbat  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
Committee .  of  the  whole  Houie.— Agreed  to,  OT 
tol7.     ' 

Mr.  SMfLta  hoped  that  the  Tote  on  the  refer- 
ence miffht  be  reconsidered;  as  he  considered  it 
a  procedure  totally  without  precedent  that  aa 
unfinished  act  of  the  last  session  should  he  made 
the  subject  of  refereace  in  this  informal  way. 

On  this  question  of  order,  coasidtrable  debate 
took  place;  in  which  Messrs.  Bmilib,  Prnctw, 
WRfOBT,  Tatloh,  W.  Alston,  and  South akb, 
adrocated  the  reoobsideratioA,  and  Messrs.  New- 
ton, MiLifOR)  aad  Mri.i.GR,  opposed  it.  Tbe 
question  was  decided  ia  fafor  of  recon^deratiMi, 
49  to  2|9«    '  " 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  refrrenee  of 
the  report  to  a  Comintttee  of^the  Whole,  it  was 
lost. 

vMh  NffwTOil  utoTed  to  refer  it  to  a  seleet  eoia* 
mittee.  ' 

This  motion  was  declared  to  stend  on  the 
^ame  ground  in  point  of  order  as  a  motion  to 
refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.. 

Mr.  NiWTOif  then  introduced  the  following^ 
resolutionr 

.  .  Resohed;  That  a  cdmmittee'be  appointed  to  iaqiUM 
inlta  die  ewMe  or  causev  which  produced  ike  f$ieat 
mortality  in  \h6  detachment  of  the  Ara^y  of  the  Uailad 
8tates>  st^loned  at  ^ew  Orleans,  and  that  they  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Sr.  TATbOB  tnor4»d  an  amendment  to  the 
utioB,  which  went  to  refor  thf  consideiatioa 
of  this^snbject  to  the  oommitiee  yesterday  ap« 
pointed  to  loqutre.iftto  the  conduet  ofQenevat 
Wilkinson.  He  made  this  motion  with  a  riew, 
as  General  Wilkinson  was  evidently  as  mneh 
t|)e  object  of  this  inouiry  as  of  the  other,  that 
two  committees  should  not  sit  at  the  same  time 
for  the  same  purpose;  that  two  torturing  irons 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  victim  &t  the^me 
time.  Messrs.  Newton,  Findley.  and  Bacon, 
opposed  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Taylor; 
on  the  ground'tl^at  the  subjects  of  inquiry  were 
seMrate  and  distinct.    It  was  net  aereed  to. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  N^wroir 
was  decided  in  its  favor,  yeas  66;  and  a  commit- 
tee of  seven  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Nbwtor,  Mr.  CocfiaAic,  Mr.  Wikn»  Mr. 
M0Mr6RO,  Mr.  CaAwroan,  and  Mr.  CnAMPioir, 
Wer^  tlien  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  tatbe 
said  resohition.'  \ 

•  Thcrsday,.  December  20. 

A  motion  was  jtnade  bv  Mr.  JE»NiNGa,  that  the 
^ouse  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

RaoM,  l>at  it  Is  eiqH^^  that  the  ExeoutiTe 
aathsrities  of  die  ssTeral  States  and  Territaries«  of  the 
l^tsd  States,  lespsotivcly;  yhould  be  sn^rissd  and 
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Areetedy  by  l«w,  to  apprabend,  Mcure,  tnd  d6lk«r  to 
40  Gk»¥Witor  of  the  Indisnii  Territoiy,  for  tho  tiine  be- 
m§f  er  hk  agent,  any  Aigitive  or  fogUlTetf  f^m  joe- 
liM,  iiyon  devaad  being  made  ef  the  Bxe<eu1it%  jmthor- 
kf  of  anj «tteh  6tat*or  Territo^j  to  which  eoch  fiigi^ 
Mve  or  Ibgititee  diail  haye  fled«  and  upon  produciog 
mtk  indiotment  ibundt  or  an  affi^yit  made,  before  a 
iliagiatrale  of  said  Terntorj,  chaiging  the  person  so 
demanded  wilh  having  committed  treason,  feloaj,  or 
other  crime,  within  the  jurisdictioa  of  tl^e  same.  . 

Rmked^  Ukewi$t,'  Thai  it  Is  expedient  that  any 
Benon  holding  ma,  offioe  or  offices  of  pofit  or  trust 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Indi|U)a  Temtoiyy  (justices 
^f  the  peace  and  militia  officers  excepted,)  ^oOldbe^ 
b^  law,  declared  ineligible  to  and  diliquaU&ed  to  act  in 
either  the  House  of  Itej^resentatives  or  Legislative 
Council  of  said  Territory,  as  members  thereof  until 
such  office  or  offices  shall  have  been  resigned,  and  such 
commission,  with  the  remgnati6n,  shall  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  ^  office  of  (he  Secretary  of  the  Territoi^ 
afbreeaid.  '    - 

The  resolstion  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Tie  on 
(be  table.  v 

An  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compensatioD  of 
die  additional  Assistant  Postmaster  General  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Housg  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Company.    • 

No  amendment  being  made,  tbd  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  tim^  to- 
morrow^ 

l^r.  VaU  HoRd.  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colnmota,  presented  a  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  snbscribers  to  the  Bank  cdT  Washington ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  (Toramitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Blr.  BissBlPT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  nineteenth  instant,  presented  a  hi H  to  incor- 
porate the  Proteetant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  tii^^ice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

AMENDMENT  TO  T^iB  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motiofi  iof  Mr.- Macon,  the  House  resohr^ 
fitMlfifito  a  Committeeof  the  Whole  ott  thestate 
of  tfaie  Uaion,  on  the  motion  introdaeed  by  Mr. 
MAooit,  for  adding  to  the  Sonstiration  the  fol- 
lowing artitle: 

*'No  Senator  or  HepresentatiVe,  after  having  tdten 
hie  McC,  shall,  dating  the.  time,  for  which  he  was 
etoeted,  be  eligible  to  any  civ3  appointment  nnder  the 
sflrtheritj  of  the  United  States^  nor'  studl  any  petaon 
be  eligible  to  any  inch  appointnient  mitil  tho  expira* 
tasB  of  the  Preeidemial  term,  ^during  whidi  etfch  per^ 
SOD  ahall  have  bean  a  Senator  or  Ri^reientatiTe." 

Mr.  Rbca'  said  that  this  amendment,  would 
go  to  curtail  the  privjle^es  of  our  cittxens,  and 
to  hitTodace  an  innoratma  of  the  Coostitutiipn. 
For  these  two  ampk  reasOns  he  moYed  to  amend 
it  br  stHkfng  oot  the  followiflg  words:  ^nor 
stetfany  person  "be  eligible  to  anjr  suth  appoint- 
meiit  until  the  expiration  of  the  Presidentiail 
Mrm,  daring  wbich  such  person  shall  hare  been 
a  Senator  or  Representtitive.'' 

Mr.  Maoom  jdeftaded  bis  proposition  and  op- 


{M>sed  Mr.  Rbea'a  motion.  He  said  that  the  ob« 
lectiop  to  his  propositipn  because  it  was  new^ 
was  not  soand^  if  the  motion  was  reasonable  ii 
iiself.  The  amendment  w^nt  to  complete  the 
intention,  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
which  was  that  no  member  of  Congress  should 
be  appointed  to  any  office.  It  wotild  prevent 
p4rty  spirit  from  goin|f  too  far-  for  office;  from 
making  places  when  going  out  of  6ffioe,  to 
secure  to  itself  some  sort  of  power  in  other  de- 
partments, when  it  could  not  retaia  i^  in  the 
Legislature.  As  to  depriving  men  of  their  right 
by  coming  to  Congress,  it  was  an  empty  argu- 
ment: according  to  Whieh-  the  Constitotioa  de- 
prived men  of  t^eir  right  by  prohibiting  a  m^m* 
oer  from  holding  an  office  whilst  in  that  capacity^ . 
orfrom^  serving  in  any . ofEke  created  while. he 
was.a  member.  But  in  what  ri^speet  would  this 
resttietioii  anbot  the  Community?  Could  not 
offiecftaswell  be.  filled  out  of  Concrete  as  in  it?. 
Congress  had  already  legislated  as  far  as  in  their 
poller  on  this  siibject  by  passing  a  law  to  pre-, 
rent  contractors  from  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Theiodependenee  of  the  JLegisIature  was  the 
ohject.  If  there  was  no  povetou^ness  of  office,  if 
human  nature  was  perfect,  we  should  want  no  ' 
laws.  But  laws  become  hee^ssary  to  check  the 
Arailities  of  our.nttore,  and  this  provision  Weuld 
serve  to  nepress  the  inordinate  desire  of  man  for 
office. .  Inueed^  said  be,  it  i»  as  necessary  almost 
to  guar4  agaibst  a  virtue  as  against  a  vice. 
Take  the  case  of  a  n^an  who  has  long  been  in 
ColigresB,  whose  worth  all  acknowledge,  about 
to  retire,  and  we  know  that  he  ha?  not  where- 
withal to  support  himself-rwe  should  almost, 
AirgettiBg'  our  duty  to  the  Constitution,  be  wil- 
Hiig  to'make  a  place  expressly  for  him. 

Mr.  M.  saiid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  nothing 
oould  be  more  incorrect,  as  related  tp  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Legislature,  than  for  men  to  b^ 
fitting  here,  knowing  that  when  they  retired 
they  w^re  to  hare  an  offide.  .  Knowing  that  they 
were  to  hare  it.  was  not  worse  than  wishing  to 
hare  if;  beeaine  in  either  case  the  independence 
o(  the  t;lpeotam  was  destroyed.  The  practice  of 
bestowing  offieeis  on  members  of  the  Legislatnre 
had  already  obtained  to  an  extent  not  before 
known.  It  was  a  practice  pleasing  to  members,  ' 
and  it  #ould  grow.  Suppose  any  member  want- 
ed hn  appointment,  and  snould  go  to  his  friends 
and  get  recommendations  from  twenly,  thkty,  or 
forty  of  them*  Would  it  not  operate  almost  as  a 
command  on  the  Executive,  when  he  saw  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislator^  declaring  that  this  man 
ought  to  have  an  office?  If  hb  were  to  refuse  he 
would  soon  :fee)  the  coinejioences. 
;  Believing  the  p6rity  of  the  Legislature  to  de- 
peiHl  on  (be'  existence  of  ^uch-a  provision  as  he 
had  proposed,  Mr.  M.  sdid,  he  could  not  consent 
to  strike  it  out.^  Bverything^^id  he,  depends  on 
the  Legislature.  Make'the  members  of  the  Le-' 
gislature  office-hunters,  and  you  mal^e  the  nation 
so.  If  the  Ezecuti vie  archives  could  be  consulted, 
it  would  b^  ^en  tha^  the  applications  for  office 
in -the  nation  at  large  had  progn^rsed  much  in 
the  tame  proportion  as  those  from  f 
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^CoDgress.  And  is  it  not  natural,- sir,  that  the 
people  who  send^  man  to  Congress,  seeing  him 
provided  with  a  snog  ^ce,  woiud  want  the^Bame 
thing?  I  am  .williog  to  extend  the  principle;  I 
am  almost  willing  to  fo  as  far  as  u]pon  the  jury 
principle  in  triab  for  life..  I  am  willing  not  only 
to  exclude  ourselves,  but  to  exclude  our  kindred. 
Could  anything  be  more  mortifying.  Mr.  M.  ask- 
ed, thai^  to  see  every  little  appointment  in  the 
nation  ^iven  to  the  Liegklature  1  To  hitn  it  was 
a  mortiiying  circumstance^  He  could .  mention 
names;  but  that  it  was  always  painfijl  to  hhn  to 
do  80.  He  had  seen  this  practice  growing  with 
our  growth;  and^  if  not  checked,  it  would  come 
to  be  one  of  the  greatest  of  evils.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Tepnessee  could  dtoonstrate ',  that 
there  was  such  a  poverty  of  talent  i^  the  nCation, 
that,  by  the  exclusion  of  members  of  Congress 
from  office,  ihe  business  of  the  iiation  would  be 
irrested,  he  would  vote  for.  his  mojiion^  and  not 
btherwise.     .  \  . 

It  had  been  said  that  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  wei^t  to  deprive  ibe  citizen  of 
his  risht.  It  appeared  to  Mr.  M.  that  thi^  risht 
of  office  was  not  a  good  thing.    He  knew  that 

'  no  man  in  the  House  was  farther  from  office- 
huntin|[  than  the  gentleman  who  made  .the  mo- 
tion—his remark  applied  to  the  subject,  and  had 
iDo  particular  apj)licatioii  to  men.  u  expefienpe 
bad  not  convinced  gentlemen  that  soQoetjbing 
wanted  doing,  he  despaired  of  convincing  thein. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  no|  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  that  of  the  Republican  princi- 
ples of  the  gentleman  last  up,  he  had  no  doubt; 
but  these  principles  might  be  carried  too  far  to 
support  themselves.  The  gentleman's  argutnent 
supposed  that  the  ability  of  those  persons  sent 
iiere  being  known  to  the  President,  they,  there- 
fore, ough^  not  to  be  appointed  to  ofice.  The 
argument  was,  because  a  person  was  recommend- 
ed to  office  by  the  best  men  in  the  nation^  he 
ought,  therefore,  not  to  be  appointed.  It  went 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  President,  an  offi* 
cer  chosen  from  tbe  people  for  his  superior  virtue, 
would  appoint  venafly.  But  let  us  beware,  said 
Mc  B.,  ottiokerinf  the.Coastitntipo.  From  the 
very  innoyatiiMi  which  the  amendment  proposes;. 

•  I  should  oppose  it^  because  it  is  necessary  to  the 
life  and  vigor  of  the  Constitution  th^t  we  med- 
dle with  it  as  little  as  possible.  By  so  frequently 
altering  the -Coiistitution,  we  sbajl  keep  the  peo- 

ge  in  a  perpetual  ferment,  not  koQwlngwb^er 
ev  have  a  polar  sUr  or  not. 
Mr.  BuRWELL  considered  the  part  pro^iosed  to 
be  struck  out  as  the  most  valuable  patt  of  the 
amendment.  If  that'  were  struck  out,  th^erc 
would  be  hardly  any  pairt  of  it  worih  retaining. 
Thisquestiour  he  said,  was  particularly  fortunate 
for  those  composing  the  majority  of  Congress. 
It  furnished  them  an  opportunity  to  oonvinpe  tbe 
world  at  large,  that  they  were  not  governed  by 
mercenary  motives;  that  the  course  they  pursued 
was  dictated  by  their  judgment  alone.  Whi|t 
could  tend  moce  to  reconcile  all  parties  in  the 
nation,  than  a  perfect  confidence  that  no  sinister 
motives  governed  the  vote  of  any  member  of  this 


House?  And  who  could  ohaMe  any  tnembir 
with  corrupt  motives  when  the  ConstitotioD  hai 
precluded  him  from  office  ?  This, was  indeed  u 
occaifioB  at  which  gentlemen  ought  to  reioiee,as 
it  would  show  the  disinterestejdaesf  with  whiek 
they  supported  the  preaent  or  Ibture  Prestdeat  of 
the  United  States;  and  tbat,'iBfivio|[ their to^ 
fra^^ejfbr  a  President,  they,  were  not  influeDcd 
by  interested  motives.  Mr.  B.  was  willing  hiia- 
seJf  to  give  this  pledge. 

,  The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Teaaei- 
see  that  this  provision  wdiild  abridge  the  privil^ 
ges  of  tbe  members,  waa  entitled  to  verjr  little 
weight  indeed.  The  Constitution  )iad  tlfeidjr 
in  this  way  abridged  ttieit  privileges.  It  bai 
alread]^  disqualified  the  members  of  Congren  in 
a  certain  degree  from  holding  office]  thisproposi- 
tfon  went  to  extend,  the  principle.  The  strength 
of  a  Governn»ent  like  this  depends  in  a  great 
degree  on  tl^e  confidence  of  the  people  la  thoie 
who  for  the  time,bein^  control  its  operatioQi. 
He  trusted  that  a  majority  of  this  House  wooU 
p^ove  to  tb^'  peopTe  and  to  the  world  that  tbef 
were  governed  by  the  purest  motives.  Hectlled 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  British  Go vcro- 
ment.  Was  it  not  notorious,  he  asked,  that  who- 
ever was  prime  minister  could  always  comiDaB J 
a  majority  in  Parliament?  Had  it  not  been fre* 
queotly  seen  that  men  one  day  jn  a  sinail  wwr* 
ity,  could  the  next  day,  when  raised  \o  oficc, 
wield  a  majority  of  the  same  men  as  had  before 
opposed  them'?  What  did  tM»-«"8e  fro»<  ^  ^"^ 
it  not  from  tbe  influence  of  the  Treasury,  not 
only  on  the  borough  part  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  on  that  part  elected  by  the  people 
themselves,  the  Qoverment  in  the  latter  case  act- 
ing not  only  on  the  Representative  bat  on  w 
people  whom  he  represented?  This  example 
showed  the  importance  of  guarding  at  ao  early 
day  against  a  similar  corruption  here. 

There  was  but  a  single  objection,  in  the  opra- 
ion  of  Mr.  B.,  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolotion- 
th^t  gentlemen  who  #ere  members  of  the  "^'S 
whose  talents  and  personal  .deportmeni  '"V^ 
known  to  tbe  Executive,  might  advaDtagsoiwf 
be  selected  to  office.  But  could  the  EieeuUfs 
have  a  thorotigh  knowledge  of  such  P*'*Jj 
Were  thet*  not  re^aaona  to  induce  them  loD»w 
their  tpotives  and  character,  aiid,  desiriag  «J2 
to  regulate,  everything  they  said  6r  did  by  ji)tt« 
views  to  that  object?  .  Mr,  B.  siiid,  ^^}^*^Z 
self  supposed  that  talents  were  d«spf  if*^  ^ '^ 
part  of  the  Union,  and  that  potbing  was  »^ 
absurd  than  to  auppose  that  only  one  ^°^'^^ 
ih  the  aation  was  competent  to  fill  ^^f  ^^ 
Charactera  for  offiee  might  be  ft>«"»«  Vl  *!!i|. 

rt  of  the  nation  equally  as  fit  and  w  well  qw^ 
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m  was  competent  to  fill  ^^J^^Z 
foroffiee  might  be  f^^^^.^^ 
lation  equally  as  fit  and  w  wcii  q*^ 
fied  as  (hose  who  came  here.  Another  ^^^^^ 
a  lion  had>  great  weight  with  him.  '^?^,|^ 
the  Constitution  might  have  gw*'^^.^  •^^jjgyer- 
influence  of  members  of  Conjpress,  **.^,J^oa 
theless  a  fact  that  members,  from  ^^®^'^^ij\Iif« 
and  knowledge  of  the  natiqo  ait  Jl^'^./jT-^h 
influence  than  any  individuals  scatter^  «Sb 
the  country.  There  were  few  mea  of  *^  jggj 
celebrity,  ao*  great  talents,  whosii  iranscfiMi^ 
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wortti  was  to  getieTAlIy  ackftowledj^ed  thtt  th^y 
w«re  ejrteB^efy  known  tlifot^h  the.  commaoity. 
Th^r»  was  scarcely  an  individual,  that  bad  loot 
bean  in  Congress,  that  wieis  known  out  of  tb^ 
State  in  which  be  resided.  What  was  more  im- 
portant, he  asked;  in  the  selection  of  a  person  to 
fill  the  Chief  Magistraeyr  than  to  make  the,  mem- 
bers of  Congress  as  imfmrtial  as,  possible,  and  to 
HidQca  them  to  inqnire  accurately  into  the  ebar-* 
•eier  of  the  person  i>roposed  for  tjkat  hfgb  office. 
This  was  a  time,  in  his  opinion,  when  they 
ahould  fortify  theinselres  against  the  danger  a p- 
prebemied,  and  jostly  apprehended,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina.  Mr;  B.  .b:aid  be 
iioped  there  was  rirtne  enough,  in  this  House  to 
aanetioD  this  prlnetple,  «lthoogb  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  supposed  itVonld  abridge  the 
pthrilegea  of  the*  citizen.  It  was  a  principle 
which  might  saeitre  the  parity  of  tbi^  House  for 
many  years  fo  come.  lie  hoped,  therefore,  the 
amendment  would  not  succeed.   ' 

Mr.  Ebea  said  be  felt  himself  under  consider- 
able obligations  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  for  exempting  him  from  the  chai^g^  of 
offiee-iiiinting.  He  did  not  know  that  he  should 
^er  ask  for  or  hold  an  oflUce  under  the  Gdvern- 
ai^;  but  that  would  not  prerent  him  frotn  $ay- 
iBg  what  he  thought  on  this  subject.  A.  mate- 
rial otHeetton  against  this  proposition  was  one 
which  iiad  not  yet  been  noticed. '  H  it  became  a 
part  of  tbe  Constitution,  it  would  constantly 
ereate  a  powerful  league  among  rnfljientia)  citi- 
aens,  against  tbe  President  of  the  United  States. 
combined  to  get  him  out  as  soon  as  possible! 
The  framers  of  the  Constitution  bad  eompleted 
thia  matter,  as  far  as  necessary,  bv  declaring  that 
no  members  of  Congress  shoo  In  be  eligible  to 
any  office  created,'  er  the  emoluments  wherecrf" 
had  been  raised  during  the  time  for  which  be 
was^eiected.  He  had  no  objections  to  that  part 
•f  the  resdotion  which  went  oii  that  ground; 
bot  be  believed  it  should  be  with  serious  dfliber- 
Btioii  that  anything  like  tbe  remainder  of  ^be 
proppaitian  was  adopted.  He-  was  willing,  with- 
ept  sacrtficteg  his  ideas  of  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency j  to  leave  to  the  world  to  jud^e  of -the  pro- 
priety of  his  motives.  The  vote  on  this  proposition 
would  be  bat  a  bad  criterion.  His  conduct  should 
be  judged  by  his  votes  in  genera),  and  not  on  this 
proposition.  If  sOch  a  vole  as  this  was  to  purify 
ail  bad  qualities,  the  Legislature  which  had  taken 
the  head  of  Charles  the  First,  alluded  to  by  tbe 
geDtlelnan  from  North^  Carolina,  might  have  pass- 
ed this  vote,  and  thus  absolved  themselves  of  the 
wroog  Che^  had  dene.  If  they  went  bn  in  this 
way  altering  the  Constitution,  its  foi-m  would 
ia  time  be  so  tnuch  changed  that  the. people 
w^ld  not  recognise  it.  Instead  of  strengthening 
the  principles  of  freedom,  they  might  be  frittered 
away  tUI  they  were  lost  in  cbaos.  Amendments 
OQ^  to  be  made  witli  a  sparing  hand,  la  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  R.  the  present  mode  of  election 
aacared  the  purity  of  the  House  as  far  as  the 

SBdtlemaa  could  desire.    There  were  but'  two 
latea  in  tbe  Union  in  which  bepreaentatives 
were  ooc  elected  long  before  tbeilr  term  ofaer* 


vice  commenced;  during  the  Vhble  of  which 
time  of  probation  they  were  precluded  from 
office.  -  .         '       ' 

Mr.  SbTilib  m'ade  some  observations  favorable 
to  the  rrrotion  of.  Mr.  Macon.  He  thought  the 
purity  of  the  representatfVe  body  was  essential  to 
the  existence  of  the  Government;  that  the  excht- 
sion  from  office  eistablished  by  (he  Constkntion 
was  not  sufficient,  the  abuses  now  being  nearly 
as  g^reat  as  ir'no  such  exclusion  existed— for 
there  was  but  little  diAerence  in  principle  be- ' 
tween  ai  tnan'd  accepting  an  office^  while  a  mem*- 
ber,  and  his  expecting  to  receive-  it  at  the  end  of 
tbe  two  years  he. bad  to  serve.        * 

The  Motion  of  Mr.  ft  sea  was ,  negatived, 
yeas  13. 

'  Mr.  Bacon  suggested  some  amendment  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  resolution;  and,  doubts  exist- 
ing on  tbe  subject —  '  *- 

•'On  jnotipn,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  reso-  . 
(ution  was,  on  the  suggestion  ef  Mr.  Sheffbt,  re- 
ferred to  a'  select  eommit^ee,  with  directions  to 
report  their  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  MAGON.Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  Shef- 
FET,  and  Mr.  Mit^hill,  ifere  then  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

.  FaiDAT,  Deeembai^  21. 

Two  other  members,,  to  wit :  from  Virginia* 
John  Clopton,  and  Walter  Jones,  appeared 
and  took  their  seats;  a  new  metnber,  to  wit: 
William  McKinlev^  also  fr6m  Virginia^  ap-^ 
peared|  wa»qtiaKfied,  and  tool^  his  seat.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SootharP; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  passing  a;  law  to 
-prescribe  tbe  mode  0(  taking  evidence  in  cases  of 
contested  eteetioas  fbr  metnbers  of  the  House  of 
RepresentativesSof  the  United  States,  and  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  tp  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. *  * 

Mr.  douTBARD,  Mr.  Liwis,  and  Mr.  Turner, 
^ere  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
JLands  be  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the jproprietv 
oTprovidlngs  by  law,  for  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  at  Nashville,  and  .the  land  office  at  Canton, 
so  that  they  shall  respectively  be  kept  within  tbe 
districts  for  Which  they  were  established;  and 
that  they  iqquire  Into  the  profiriety  of  dispensing 
with  the  attendknce  of  tbe  Gk>vetnor  of  tne  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  at  the  public  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic land  in  the  district  East  of  Pearl  river,  as  now 
directed  by  law ;  and  that  the  committee  reporf 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

I  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Qitinct;  Mr.  Jennings.  Bfr. 
'MeKiM,.and  Mri  Qarlanu,  were  appointed  the 
committee.' 

'  An  engraved  bill  for  the  relief  of  GeorjgfcArm- 
royd  and  Compiany  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pob- 
Hc  Lands,  presented  a' bill  fbr  the  re9t<Mnl^the 
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land  office  vestaUished  «t  Nashville,  in  the  9ute 
of  Tennessee,  and  at  Canton  in  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
and  to  authorize  the  register,  and  receiver  qi 
public  moneys  to  "sup^iintend  the  public  sailea  of 
land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  which 
was  read  twice  |ind  committed  to  a. Committee 
'  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nexL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Bac&h,     -> 

jResolvedj  Tha|  tfa^  Secretary  ot  the  .Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  Hotise  a  siatemeni 
I  of  all  such  sqiDs  as  may-have  been  paid  to  the 
Conaals,  Vice  ponsul»,  Commercial  Agents,  or 
Vice  Commercial  Agents  of  the.Uaited  States  in 
foreign* countipes,  by  the  masters  or  oomraafnd,ers 
of  American  vessels,  for  the  pu/f^ose  of  constitu- 
ting a  fdnd  for  the  relief  of  destitute  American 
•eam^en  in  foreign  ports,  tender  the  third  secotion 
of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  eonoeraing 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  passed  the  twenty- 
eighth  My  of  February^  1303. 

un  motioii  of  Mr.  Swqopb, 

JUiolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  reqnested  to  cause  to  be  laidbelbre  this 
Bouse  such  information  as  he  may  possess  refo- 
live  to  the  duties  as  at  pi^eaent  imposed  by^  the 
E^mperor  of  France,  on  all  articles,  the  im(>orta-^ 
,tion  of  which  into  the  dominions  of  Franoe/is 
permitted  on  qoard  of  American  Tessels  $  a^nd 
whether  aU  B,xtic\eB,'theprodkibi.4fthe  AmiHcan 
soUj  will,  00:  their  exportation  frona  the  United 
States^  obtain  a, free  admJasion  into  the,  ports  of 
France ;  and.  if  not,  what  articles  of  aiiid  prodiice 
are  prohibited- 

Mr.  SwooPB  aqd  Mr.  Bi«AisDiiLL  were  appoiot*- 
ed  a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  ^r.  Y^  Hoan.  the  Hou$e'r^ 
aolved  itself  into  a  Committee'  ol  the  Whole,  U 
to  43»  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  chatter  of  the 
Bank  of  Alexandria.         <  >  , 

A  desultory  discuesioa  ihrose  on  the  .bill,  it  be- 
ing objected  to  it  that  it  barely  recitjMl  the  title 
of  the  law  which  it  was  proposed  to  contlona^ 
'without  specify fuff  any  ^f  its  provisions;  and 
that  a  law  on.  such  a  subject,  giving  exclusive 
privileges  to  a  corporate  body,  afaould  be  enatfted 
with  the  greatest  precision  and  caution. 

After  an  hour's  diteUssion,  in  which  Messrs.. 
LovB,  Taylor,  Mjlnok,  Vak  Horm,  <loi]f<f7, 
Tallmadob,  Baoon,  Sifiun,  and  Lewis  parrook; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tayvob^  the  Commiitee  rose 
and  reported  progress;  and,  leav«  to  sit  again 
being  refused,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Coooiiiittee  on  the  Distriot  of  Columbia. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Eppeb,  the  House  resplv^d 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whob  on  the  bill 
ttiaking  up  the  de6ciene]r  io  the  appropriation  of 
1810,  for  the  relief  of  distressed  American  sen- 
men  in  foreign  countries.  Afler  some  detailed 
aUtements  from  Mr.  B.  of  the  objects  of  this.ex- 
penditure,  the  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  appropria- 
tion  was  filled  ^ith  «^5,550  89. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the^  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thirjd 
leading. 

On  motioA  of  Mr.  Bpf  as^  the  House  mnlvevi 


itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbjc  Whole  ob the  Utt 
for  continuing  in  force  the  first  section  of  aaaet 
entitled. "An  act  flirther  to  protect  the  somaiefftt 
and  seamen  of  the  United  Suites  against  the 
Bar  bar  y  Powers." 

The  Onnmittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with* 
out  aqaendmeat,  which  ^s  passed  to  a  tfaiiA 
reading  without  opposition. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  JB«NiN08,;tfae  Hometsik 
op  for  consideration  the  resolution  olfered  by  him 
yesterday. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mes6ra^  ftuiifcv  aid 
Peaqson,  the  resolution  was  so  varied  as  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  seleet  ooramittef)  with  a  vievta 
embrace  an  inquiry  into  the  genenl  state  of  liu 
laws  relative  to  fugitives  from  justice;  vhie^it 
now  stared,  were  very  deleotivjc; 

Mr.  P|:Aa80N,  Mr.  Q,dimot,  Mr.  JE]iNiiiflB,]lr» 
McKiMy  .and  Mr.  Gari^aiib,  wi?rt  aj^istdl  the 
^eommit^ee. 

•    ^    CUttURE  or  HEMF. 

Mr.  Sbeffey  remarked  that  the  interniptionif 
'commeree  to  the  Baltic  had  given  a  spring  to  tin 
i>ulture  of  h^p  in  this  country,  which w^<l  ^ 
much  related  if  th6  commerce  should  hejomti 
He  was,  he  sai^,  one  of  thoae  who  haduwajF* 
ooosidered  the  encooragemejit  of  aj[ri<:uUa/eiii 
one  of  thefirat  objeots  of  a  ^  good^  Qoveramtpt. 
He,  thereforci,  proposed,  with  a  view  to  ascariaia 
how  far  it  was  proper  to  encourage  the  cuitvn 
of  hemp,  to  ofibr  a-  resolutioa  to  ivlq'iiire  iptotiis 
subject.  He  did  not  know  how  far  it  would  be  pro- 
p^  to  adopt  the  meaaure  which  heconteeaplt^^ 
he  was  not  advised  whether  tlxe  cultore  ia  tbe 
United  States  was  sufficient  Cbr  the  coasiHttptuui. 
If  so,  he  should  feel  disposed  to  restrict  the  ivr 
portation  from  abroad.  The  Committee  of  Cosh 
merce  and  Manufactures  wofdd  be  best  abiet(^ 
ascertain  how  far  it  was  proper  to  prateet  tM 
cultnre  of  our  own  raw  material.  He,  tkere&re, 
submitted  the ibllowing  resolution: 

Saohefi,  Thtt  tiie  Committee  of  Cotoawce  t^ 
Manufactures  ba  instntcted  to  inquirs  into  (he  eip0s>* 
enoy  of  eaofiuraging  thfl .  cultore  of  hsmp>  hy  P!f**^ 
ing  impost- duttee, .  or  pibhibitingtiM  i«>porteti«e^ 
that  article  into  the  United  Butes;  and  that  the  Cett* 
mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwvie* 

Mr.  MiTCBiLi.  sKid  he  Jiad  no  inolioatioa  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  its  oli|M^ 
beiDg  merely  lo  inquire;  aad  resolnttoos f^ ij^ 
quiry.  generally  speakingi  were  those  ^«»iJJ 
all  others,  the  House  ought  to  pass.  HewoeM 
just  mention,  howaver,. his  perfect  convicnoB 
that  the,  resources  for  the  supply  of  this  aruele 
were  ample,  aad  that  enough  oould  be  niseA  oa 
the  Genessee  flats  and  Wallkill  river  in  the  Stttt 
of  New  York,  to  supply  the  north,  aad  In  the 
State  ^f  Kentucky,  to  supply  the  South.  The 
interriiption  of  ^Dommerce  with  the  Baltic,  crea- 
ted an  extraordinary  price,  which  was  .b^^'J 
enough  for  the  present.  How  far  it  might  ^e 
necessary  to  extend  the  principle  daring  »«• 
commerce,  he  did  not  say. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to  without  a  dift* 
aiOA.  .  I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


401 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBS& 


i8«: 


leia 


TVmw  to  Land, 


H.  OP  R. 


TITLB  TO  LAKte. 

Mr.  Yah  Horn  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
United  Wabasn  ao^  lUinois  Company,  stating, 
that  they  purchased  certain  land%  Uom  the  In- 
idians  in  the  year  1773,  and  prayingffrom  the  Uni- 
ted States  a  eonfirmatiod  of  their  title  to  such 
part  of  the  ^^ame  a^  Congress  shall  deem  expedt« 
eat.  Mr.  Vjuf  I^.  moved  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  .    t 

Mr.  McKgB  ot^eeted  to  the  ^ferenee  on  the 
around  that  it  was  a  subject  oo  whi«h  Oongvess 
Cad  fre^aentiy  legislated^  and  had  phowa  th^ir 
iadispo«itioo  to  ceini);)ly  wiih/tho  wishes  of  the 
AMiaoffialiats;  and  that!  it,  tberefore^.would .  be  a 
wvste  of  time  to  refer  k  petition  on  the  principle 
of  which  the  House  had  so  frequently  decided. 

Mr.  Tar  Horn  replied,  that  the  right  of  peti*' 
tion  wa»  one  secured  to  every  citizen' by  the. 
Constitution;  and  thkt  the  House  was  bound  to 
listen  to  their  prayers;  that  this  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance  to  the  petitionors,  and  their 
claim  was  one  which  a  committee  of*  Congress 
had  so  far  recog^nised,  in  1801,  as  to  recomraead  a 
compromise  out.  Besides,  ^he  reference  of  every 
petition  wajs  a  ma^er  of  <voufse.  - 

The  cefereace  lis  propoaed  waa  ai^reed  toa 

And,  on  moiioaj  the  Hoaae  adjoaraed  imtil 
Mooda? . 

Monday,  December  24, 
Three  other  mismbftrs^  to  wit;  WtLUAnHALB, 
from  New  Hampshire ;  BsiUAiftiN  Piocman,  jr^ 
from  Masaachosetts^  aiid  TaoMAaNswaoLD,  from 
New  Jertay  y  appeared,  and.  took  their  aeata. 

lAx.  SBvaear  preseated  a  petitiea  of  the  mem-* 
baraof  the  Chaosber  of  Commerce,  in  tbeicity  of 
Pl^iladelphia,prayin^the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. — 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  op  the 
eighieeath  instant,  on  the<  petition  df  the  i^tock^ 
holdeta  of  the  said  banlu 

An  eogrosaed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
pjriatioQ  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  approprin* 
tioa  for  the  ralief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seaaMin,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  handred  and  ten,  waafead  the  third  time^ 
and  paaaed. 

An  eo^osaed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
farther  time,  the  first  seiortion  of  the  act^  entitled 
'^An  act  forther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  passed. 

Mr.  Holland,  from'  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Return  J.  Meigs  and  others, 
presented  a  bill  giving  a  further  Compensation  to 
the  witnesses  who  attendi^d'the  trial  of  Aaron 
Borr,  before  the  cireuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
ibff  the  district  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next.     ^       ' 

The  Housie  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  on  the  bill  providing  for  final  adjustment 
of  claims  to  lands^  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
iMdsiathe  Territories- of  Orleans  and  Indiana. 
After  some  inconsiderable  aatendmet)t8  to  the 


bill^  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  - 
whiih  wasr  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.SHBPPfiT, 
Ordered,  That  the  several  memorials  and  pe-- 
titions  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  presented 
in  liecember^  1806,  and  January  1809,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

.  Mr.  BhefpbV,  Mr.  Halg,  Mr.  Sb  a  w,  Mr.  Tract, 
and  Mr.  Williej  Al6Ton,  were  theti  appointed 
the  9afd  committee. 
'On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxtbb, 
Beeolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this.  House  such  infor* 
matioo  as  he  may  possess  relative  to  the  claim 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl 
river, in  the  Mississippi-Territory,  to  additional' 
compensation  for  their  services ;  together  with  his 
opinion  as  to  the  equity  of  sa^d  claim. 

Tb.e' House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
Ty^r,  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to 
aseertaiA  the  exterior  line  of  the  public  lands  at 
West  Point,  jkc.  The  bill  was  so  amended  as  to. 
leave  the  ultimate  decision  on  the  report  of  the, 
ConEunissioners  to  CongVess.  The  Uommiittee. 
reported  the  bill  as  amended,  which  waiordaiedi 
to  be  eagrossed  for  ^  third  reading. 

The  SpaAi^BR  praseAtet):  a  letter  aad  meaiOfiaJ  - 
of  Peter  Landais,  praying  to  be  allowed  aad  paid^ 
his  share  6(  p^rize  money  in  thvee  vessels  cap*' 
tured  by  him  in  the  Revolutiooarv  wirr,  While 
coinmander  of  the  United  States'  frig^e  Al- 
liance. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
that  the  said  letter  and  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  .of  Claims;  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken  thereon,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
pf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in. 
ob^ience  to  the  act  regulating  the  currency  of: 
foreign  coins  in  the  United  States;  which  was* 
readj^  and  referred  to  the.  committee  appointedi 
the  fourteenth  instanjt,  on  the  bill  from  the  Sea- 
ate  further  to  suspend,  in  part^  the  act,  emitUd 
**  An  act  regulating  foreign  Qouis,  and  for  other 
purposes," 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BacoKj 
Jtesolipedf  T-hat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
formation  and  printing  of  a  complete  general  in- 
dex to  the  several  volumes  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  as  now  published,  including  those 
which  may  be  passed,  at  the  present  session  of 
Congresa;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  M^TTHfiwa,  and  Mr.  Jonbs, 
were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  land  office 
established  at  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  au- 
thorize the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public 
Moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales  of  lands 

I  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  it  was  re- 
eommitted  to  the  Committee  on.  Public  Lands. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46S 


HISTO&T  OF  OOKeBBSA 


4M 


ILopR. 


Clainu  fer  MiUiary  Servicer* 


DioBi 


.ISM. 


CLAIMS  FOR  MILITAKY  SPRVICBS, 
^  Mr.  Morrow,  from  ihe  CoDiimctee  on  the  Pab- 
lllc  Lands,  made  a  report  ob  tlie  sereral  petUioos 
-of  llie  officers  aod  soldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  offi- 
-oers  and  soldiers  who  served  i&  the  British- army 
<&o  America,  in  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
i  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows :  ,       / 
The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whoib  was  i^ 
ferred  several  petitions,  claiming  lands  for  mihtary  seT" 
vices,  performed  in  the  war  of  1756,  between  Great 
Britain  and  France^  report : 

That,  considering  the  sjabject-matter  of  the  said  p^ 
-Utions  highly  important,  on  account  pf  the  interest  it. 
}|ias  recently  excited,  and  the  speculation  it  baa  given 
I  rise  to  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
rmittee  have  careftiUy  examined  the  State  papers  and 


qpublic  documents,  of  the  period  of  the  above  war,  to  "derelict  and  abandoned  had  the  Government, 


^isoertain  the  original  foundation  of  the  supposed  Claim. 
In  pursuing  this  investigation,  the  corotnittce  have  x>ot 
been  able  to  discover  that  any  engagement  or  contract 
whatever  was  made  or  entered  into  by  the  .Govern- 
ment, or  under  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  with 
the  ofl^cers  and  soldiers  of  the  provincial  troops,  senHng 
in  the  war  aforesaid,  for  a  grant  of  lands,  either  as  an 
encouragement  to  their  entering  intp  the  servica,  or  as 
a  compensation  for  services.  All  ihat  the  committee 
have  been  abia  to  find  on  the  subject  is  in  a  prodama- 
tiMi  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1768f  Rafter  the  jDlosing  of  the  war  and  disbanding 
of  the  troops,)  and  is  in  (he  (Mlowing  words: 

^  And  wherau  we  are  desirous,  upon  all  occasions^ 
Co  testify  our  royal  sense  and  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct and  bravery*  of  the  oiBcefs  and  soldiers  of  aur 
army,  and  to  reward  the  same*  we  do  heieby  command 
and  empower  our  Governors  of  the  several  provinces 
on  the  continent  of  North  America  to  grant^  without 
fee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as  have  served 
in  North  America  during  the  late  war,  and  aro  actually 
residing  there,  and  shall  personally  apply  for  the  same, 
ihe  following  quantities  of  land,  subject,  a^  the  expira- 
tion often  years,  to  the  same  quit-rents  as  other  landa 
are  subject  to,  in  the  province  within -which  they  are 
granted,  as  also  sutject  to  the  ^me  conditions  of  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  viz : 

'«To  every  person  having  the  rank  of  a  field  officer, 
6,000  acras^ 

^  To  every  captain,  3,000  acres. 

^  To  every  sutialtem  or  staff  officer,  2,600  acres. 

^  To  every  non-commissioned  officer,  200  acres. 

«  To  every  jprivate  man,  fiO  acres* 

"  We  do  likewise  authoroe  and  require  the  Gov- 
•mars  and  commanders-in-chief  of  all  our  said  colo- 
nies, upon  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  grant 
the  like  quantities  of  land,  and  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions, to  such  reduced  officers  of  our  navy  of  like  rank, 
as  served  on  board  of  our  ships  of  war,  in  North  Amer-. 
ica,  at  the  times  of  the  reduction  of  Louisbourg  and 
Quebec,  in  the  late  war,  and  who  shall  personally  ap- 
ply to  our  respective  Governors  for  siich  grants." 

In  this  State  paper^  the  committee  can  perceive  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  present  claim  upon  the 
United  States.  Instead  of  a  contract  with  the  officers 
and  soldiers  for  land,  the  proclamation  contains  a  mere 
instruction  to  the  provincial  Governors — an  instruction 
emanating  from  the  munificence  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
Ibr  conferring  a  gratuity,  not  issued  for  the  satisfaction 


of  any  previotts  cWm  or  denMnd  Upein  GovetomMftt. 

That  the  grant  intended  by  the  above  prodamataoo 
was  rather  a  testimony  of  respect  and  approbation, 
than  a  donation  of  value,  appears  from  the  preacribad 
terms  on  which  it  was  to  be  made,  they  being  the  sank* 
on  which  lands  w^re  granted  to  others  in  the  provinces, 
vrith  the  exception,  that  the  military  grants  were  to 
be  made  free  of  office  f)pes,  and  exempt  from  payment 
of  quft-renta  for  ten  years.  Had  application  been  made 
to  ttoe  land  offices  of  the  provincial  governments,  mm 
waa  the  dnty  of  all  the  clainiants,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  grants  wouldL  have  been  readily  mad« 
to  the  iuM  e^ttetft  of  the  bounty  intended  by  the  proe- 
lamation*  subject,  however,  to,  ihe  nanal  ooadilion  lar 
settlement  and  impioveaient. '  Forty-eeven  yaaia  hmwm 
now  elapsed  since,  the  foregoing^  proclamation,  daria^- 
which  period  the  above,  claims  hava  laid  dormant,  audi 
the  committee  do  conceive,  that,  upon  fair  and  }nat 
pfinciples,  those  daima  would  have  been  coasideKed 


which  they  arose,  continued;  but  to  admit  them 
against  the  Upited  States,  placed  'as  they  i^ow  are, 
under  a  Government  founded  on  a  .revolution,  whidi 
has  intervened,  is  required  by  no  principle  of  Justice, 
and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  an  un- 
authorised disposition  and  sacrifice  of  the  public  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  On  no  principle  of  na- 
tional law,  or  by  any  treaty  or  convention  between  the 
United  atataa  aod'Gieat  Britain,  are  the  United  States 
bound  to  perfonh  the  engagementa  of  the  former  Gov- 
amment  of  Great  Britain,  eapadally  for  mere  boun- 
ties; nof  would  the  purposes  for  which  the  several 
States  ^ave  ceded  land,  within  their  respective  juris- 
dictions, to  the  United  States,  warrant  the  appropria* 
tion  of  th<Me  landa  for  the  satisfoetion  of  the  ctaims  in 
questioBi,  were  the  aama  better  founded  than  by  l^a 
committee  they  are  conceived  to  be.  The  esmmitlee, 
therefore,  1>eg  leave  to  aubmit  the  foUowiiif  raediolioa : 
,Rcso(vedf, That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  eugkt 
not  to  be  granted. 

NAVY  AGENTS'  ACOOUNTS, 

Mr.  SwooPE  aaid  that  in  ^he  ^oqth  of  the  aea- 
aion  of  Congress  held  in  June,  1809,  a  report  ia 
part  had  been  made  by  a  committee  geaeraUy 
called  the  investigating  committee.  Among  th« 
accounu  comprised  in  this  report,  he  said  lie  bt^ 
found  two  which  bore  ray.stery  oa  the  face  of 
them ;  a  desire  to  unrarel  which  waa  the  motive 
for  his  rising.  The  accounts  to  which  he  referred 
were  thos6  of  Degen,  Purxiahoe.  and  ^mpaay, 
Navy  Agents  at  L^horn.  By  settlement  the 
first,  at  ihe  Navy  Department,  on  the  30th  June. 
1808,  the  United  States  appeared  to  be  indebted 
to  them  more  than  $23,000.  By  a  reference  to  aa 
account  settled  in  Match,  1809,  he  (band  that  bills 
to  the  amount  of  $256,000,  bearing  date  prior  ta 
the  first  settlement  (viz:  from  May  1805,  to  Feb- 
ruary 1807,)  were  ehi^rged  to  them.  For  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  means  of  reconciling 
the.se  apparent  inconaisteacies,  he  mored  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

RtMolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
to  explain  to  this  {louse  the  cause  whensfore  the  ser* 
eral  bills  of  exchange  amounting  to  $266,000,  and  of 
various  dates,  £rom  May  10th,  1805,  to  Febraary  Si, 
1807,  were  charged  in  account  No.  2»  of  Degen,  Pnr- 
viance,  and  Company,  Navy  Agents,  at  Lc^^Mcn,  as' 
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MtflM  at  eke  Natj  Deptrtmeni  os  tbe  ITtk  d«j  of 
Mareh,  1809,  and  for  what  reaaons  the  aame  ware  not 
iDcIuded  in  th^e  account  of  the  said  Degen  and  Com- 
Danj»  which  was  aattled  in  the  Navy  Department  on 
die  30th  of  June,  1808;  and  also  to  inform  this  Hoase 
whether  the  said  bills  were  purchased  by  the  then*  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  or  by  a  Navy  Agient,  if  by  the 
latter,  that  a  copy  of  the  said. Navy  Agent's  accounts 
ambracing  the  pc«od  of  purchase,  aUo  accompany  the 
imformation  required. 

Re$ohedy  That  the  S^creUry'of  the  Treasury  he  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  House  any  information  which  he 
may  have  obtained  thYo^gh  our  Minister  in  Prance,  in 
anawer  la  the  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  S6th  day 
af  Jsne,  180^»  (ar  from  any  other  source,)  relative  to 
the  Ands  which  the  drawers  of  biHs  (firom.  May  10^ 
1806,  to  February  21, 1607,)  on  Degen,  Purviance,  and 
Company,  Navy  Agents  at  Leghorn,  had  in  the  hands 
of  the  aaid  Degen  and  Company,,  at  the  time  of  the 
traDamission  of  said  IhUs,'  or,  at  the  time  when  they 
were  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  by  the 
aaid  Navy  Agents. 

.  Theaa  reaoltuioDs  were  agreed  to  without  op* 
position. 

To-tfiorrow-  being  Christinas  day,  the  House 
adjoarfied  to  Wednesday-r-CS  to  23. 

Wednesday,  December  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Resolved^  That  the  Corotnittee  oa  tl^e  Public 
Laods  be  instructed  to  inquire  what .  provision 
oughl  to  be  made  respecting  the  location  of  Vir- 
gioia  laad  warrants,  west  of  the  bouodarY  line 
designated  by  th^  act  of  the  tweaty-third  day  of 
March,  1604,  and  that  thej  lepoct  by  bill,  or 
otherwise. 

Oa  ncmtioo  of  Mr.  JoaNsoN, 

Xemficed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
renae  sad  bm?  ia  a  bill  to  amend  the  aeYeral 
lawe  and  parts  of  laws  of  OoDgresSf  establishing 
tradiag(-bouse^  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
other  porposes  of  Iftdian  tradeimd  intereourse; 

Mr.  JoBitaoN,  Mr.  P.  B.  PoKTEg,  Mr.  Lvlb, 
Mr.  MoKiNLEY,  and  Mr.  Stan-ley,  were  then 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MoKinley^  that 
Cha  Honae  do  come  to  the  foUowing  reeolution : 

Retahed^  Tliat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money, 
not  exceeding  —-dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  tmprov*> 
ing  Ifae  poet  road  leading  from  Washington  City  to 
Marietta,  in  the  8tate  of  Ohio,  to  be  laid  out  under  the 
dbection  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
be  repaid  out  of  the  fund  **  fn  opening  turnpike  and 
other  roads  leading  from  the  waters  of  the,  Atlantic  to 
the  CMuD  river)  and  to  the^  State  of  Ohio;"  and  that 
Ihey  report  by  biU,  or  othenyiae. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
4etermioed  in  the  oegaiiire. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  th^  bill  for  incorporating  the  Pro-r 
testant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of  Alexan- 
<lria,in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and,  after  some 
tune  spent  therein,  the  Committee  tose,  aod  had 
leave  lo  sit  again. 

Mr.  MoERO  w,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 


lic Lands,  to  whom  wae  reeommitted  the  bill  pro- 
viding, for  the'removal  of  the  land  office  estab- 
Itshed  at  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Teooeasee, 
and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  lo  anthor- 
ite  the  Register  and  Receiver  jof  Public  Moneys 
to  superintend  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  dis- 
^trict  east  of  Pearl  river)  reported  several  amend* 
ments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and,  together 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  4he 
Whole  OD  Ffiday  next. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  offered  the  fbllowing  resolution, 
remarking  that  a. similar  res61ntion  had  been 
adopted  in  1804,  and  a  bill  reported,  but  not  acted  , 
oa  from  the  pressure  of  other  business ;  and  he 
presumed  there  could  be  no  objection  to  provid- 
ing a  remedy  in  a  case  where  the  omission  had 
been  entirely  by  accident.  This  limitation  of 
time  for  entering  claims,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  almost 
unknown  in  any  other  country  than  the  United 
Statea,  and  generally  affected  most  severely  those 
who  were  particularly  entitled  to  indulgence. 
All  those  persons  who  might  be  supposed  to  be 
disposed  to; defraud^  the  public  were  always  at- 
tentive to  their  interests  j  but  there  was  a  class 
of  honest  claimants  who  were,  inattentive^  and 
who  were  generally  the  sufferers  by  the  act  of 
limitation. 

7he  following  is  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Bur  WELL,  which  was  referred,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  PoiNDE]^TER,  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands:       '  ^  ^     .      / 

<<  Ruohedy  That  a  further  time  of  six  months  ought 
to,  be  allowed  to  claimants  to.  Isnd  in  the  State  of 
Geoigia.  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  register 
the  evidences  of  their  title*  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States.** 

Thiirsoat,  December  27. 

Ordered,  That  the  representation  of  the  Legis- 
lauire  of  the  State  of  Qedrgia,  ia  relation  to 
their  di8pate4  bonndarj  with  North  Carolitta, 
jpreaented  the  twenty-an^b  of  April  last,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Mapon,  Calbouii,  Stbphenbon, 
and  RiNQOOLD,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  eo^nmittee  appointed,  on 
the  seventeenth  instant,  on  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
i:ialature  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  presented 
a  hill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
•Orleans  to  form  a  eonstttufioo  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  eq^ual  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  Was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  pf  the 
Whdle  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resumed  the  cobsidefetion  of  the 
bill  providing  fior  the  final  adjustment  of  claims 
to  lands  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Indiana. 

After  several  abortive  attempts  to  amend  the 
bill,  viz.  by  Mr.  PofNosxTER,  to  insert  a  provision 
respecting  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  relation 
to  fandlitles;  by  Mr,  Bibb,  to  atrtkeontsomiKh 
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of  the  bill  a$  gives  to  seitlsn  .oa  these  kiods  a 
riffht  of  jpj'e-emptioii ;  and  by  Mr.  Johmson,  to 
aod  a  pro vjsioii.gi ring  ao^  advaDtaga  to  persons 
'having  ejected  millB  on  the  landfr^^-the  bill  waa 
ordeci^  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readhig: 

Aq  ciigrossed  hill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the  appointment 
of  Cominissioneirs,  the  exterior  line  of  the  pfYblic 
land  at  West  Point  with  the  adjoining  proprie« 
tor,  was  read  the  third  time,  an^  pa^ftd. 

Mr.  Root,  fr^om  the  Ci^mmittee  ol  Claims,  re- 
ported unfavorably  to  the  petition  of  Richard 
Taylor,  and  favorably  to  the  petitions  of  Amey 
Dardin  andJared  Shattuck.—^Repolrts  committed. 

NAVY  AOENT  AT  I.EOH0RN. 

Mr.  MoifTGOMERY  said  it  vtrould  be  remembered 
that  on  the  24th  of  the  present  month  two  reso- 
lutions had  been  adopted  on  the  subject  of  bilb 
of  exchange  on  the  Navy  Agent  at  Leghorn.  He 
confessed  he  was  much  gratified  at  the  subject's 
having  been  brought  forward,  as  it  had  been  much 
agitated  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  desirous  of  a  full  development  of  the  trans- 
action. He  had  examined  the  resolutions,  and 
did  not  think,  from  the  ianguageof  them,  that  all 
the  inforn\atlon  would  be  procured  by  them  that 
was  desirable.  .  He  therefore  rose  to  submit  the 
following  resolution,  to  which  he  presumed  there 
could  be  no  objection  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  statement  required 
by  the  two  resolutions  ofthts  House,  passed  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  this  month,  in  relation  to  certain  bilfs  of  ex- 
change drawn  on  the  Navy  agents  at  Leghorn,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretanr  of  the  Navy 
be  severally  directed  to  lay  before  this  Ilodse  such  fur- 
ther information  relatiye  to  the  case  as  may  be  in  tlieir 
poasesMon,  ahd  as  may  benasasiary  to  a  fuU  knowledge 
of  the  anlyect. 

WITNESSES  ON  BURR'S  TBtAL. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Holland,  the  House  resolved 
itaelf  into  a  CommiUea  of  the  Whole^  on  the  J>iU 
tiaafcinf^  farther  eooapeatation  to  the  witnesses 
attending  on  Burr's  trial  at  Richmond. 
The  fbtllowing  is  the  bill : 
«  Be  it.enadedi  4-e.,  Thst  the  witnesseji  who  attend^ 
at  Kichmond,  on  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr,  be  allowed 
— -  per  day,  and  — —  cento  per  mile,  in  addition  to 
their  former  compensation :  Frwidedy  That  the  -same 
does  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  day,  for  their  attend*' 
ance  at  Richmond,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
mile,  travelling  from  and  returning  to  &eir  respective 
places  of  reddenoe."  , 

The  bill  having  gone  through  the  Oommittee, 
was  reported  to  the  House. 

On  the  question  of  filling  the  first  blank  wkh 
the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents- 
Messrs.  MjtoON  and  Pitkin  opposed  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  improper  to  distitiguish  this 
case  from  others  occurring  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  If'compensation  was  dtie  from  the  Gbr- 
ernment  in  one  ca8e,'it  was  doubtless  due  in  others 
also.  No  doubt,  it  was  said,  sacrifices  were  made, 
by  some  of  those  gentlemen  who  attended,  and 
u  was  a  hieavy  \ax  on  them  j  bnt>  it  was  a  tax 


which  alleitiaeBB  of  ih«  Uaited  SiUtes  were  Its-* 
blrto  pay  when  called  upon  to  give  testimonj^— 
it  wfasa  tax  which  they  paid  for  theur  liberty.  If 
the  general  provision  by  law  was  not  adequate 
it  ought  to  be  increased;  bat  the  witnesses  bad 
attended  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  they  had 
to  expect,  and  it  would  be  improper  tO  make  this 
case  an  exception  from  the  general  rule. 

Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.PoiNDEXTER  contended, 
in  reply,  that  this  was  a  case  .different  from  all 
others  and  therefore  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
general  rule ;  tha^  th^e  Attorney  General  of  Vir- 
ginia and  t^e  clerk  of  the  coutt  had  each  «ctuailv 
receiyed  $1,000  for  additional  sarvicea,  thoufra 
they  had  no  occasion  to  move  a^  step  from  hoaie 
in  the  business,  and  one  thousand  ^dollars  had  beeo 
given  by  the  Government  to  a  re{forter  for  a  fair 
report  of  the  case,  it  was  said  that  it  ooold  not 
be  argued  that  this  was  a  case  inferior  in  inaport- 
ance  to  the  rmpeaebment  of  Chase;  and  yet  in 
that  case  as  much  bad  been  allowed  as  was  here 
a^ked.  It  was  also  said  that  in  this  ease  a  partic- 
ular request  had  been  made  to' each  indivjdoal  to 
attend,  in  order  to  insure  a  trial ;  «nd  that  the 
witnesses  had  therefore  attended;  though  al  gftai 
loss. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blaal;  was  negatived, 
46  to  27.    . 

The  question  on  filling  the  second  blaiHr  with 
^even  and  ahi&lf  or  with  five  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Lewi9  moved  to  fill  the  bhink  with  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  Bassett  made  a  motion  Supersedine  that, 
viz.  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  -  ¥ox  iu- 
defiaite  postponement  bi\  against  it  25. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

CURRENCY  OF  FOREJGW  OOINa 
Mr.  Ciuiff cT,  from 4he  comtxiittee  to  WhoRi  waa 
referred,  on  the  fourteenth  instaat,  the  bUl  seat 
from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  secodd-seettoa  af 
the  aqt,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  fbreign  coins, 
and  for  other  parpo^ea,^' made  &  report;  which 
was  read,  and,  together  with  the  blil,  referred  to 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
The  report  is  as  fbllows: 
That  the-ge&eral  des^a  of  the  biU  being  to  incttwe 
the  current  money  of  the  United^States*^  hj  aathdriauig 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  agaio^  to  become  a  Iced 
tender,  is  important  ih  its  object,  aod^m^y  be  beneficial 
,  in  its  consequences.  It  is  very  apparent,  that  the  de- 
nial to  foreign  coins  of  .the  privileges  of  cnrTency^  and 
of  being  a  legal  tender,  has,  at  once,  the  eombined 
efiect  of  circumscribing  the  just  sphere  of  mercantile 
action,  and  of  encouraging  .the  exporiatipa  of  that 
species  of  coin,  to  which  these  privili^es  are  denied. 
In  the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  it 
seems  particularly  unadyisable  to  permit  any  statute 
prohibitions  to  continue,  which  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce such  an  effect.'  The  statnte  currency  of  the  Um'- 
ted  States,  which  now  consists  only  of  flie  coinage  of 
the  Mint  of  the  United  8te(es,  and  of  Spanish  milled 
dollars  and  parts  of  dollars,  is,  ako,  probably  insoiB- 
cient  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  domestic  exchange^ 
and  is  certainly  wholly  inadequate  to  sofpoti  any  p^ 
culiar  embarrassment  of  our  circnlatiaff  medioiB, 
which»1n  the  efvent  of  the  dismkitioBofthe  Bank  of 
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1^  UQHed  8I«(M,  cuMMl  but  be  antlapAtod.  Your 
ooanttittM  wtre,  IberefiMr^t  of  opiaioa,  thai  lbr»igti< 
gold  eoins  otigbt  to  be  aade  pnAeni  money  «ad  « lepd 


Yomr  cooi vitUt,  bftTuig  tented  a  letter  to  l^  md-* 
dfweed  lo^tbe'Secaefajy  6f  the  Tjree^ury,  in  relation  to 
Ifae  fMonec  fltatnte  imte  tt  which  foreign  dome  wove 
made  cvrrent^  reeeivcd  from  htm  the  tweleUereaeeooi- 
peimng  thie  mpott.  Fron^  which  it  appears  that  the 
gold  coiiw  of  Spain  and  \tM  dominiom,  had  bean  ecti- 
aiated  bj  the  lormer  etatote  of  the  Unjted  Stgtee,  at  a 
Tate  of  foor  per  oeM.  aboVe  their  intriMic  vekie ;  in 
other  weids,  that  the  qnanfi^y  of  pure  gold  contained 
in  tweaty-eeTen  graine  and  two-ilths  of  a  gruin  <tf 
Spanish  atandard  coin,  instead  of  being  e^nal  to  one 
hnndiiMl  oen$e,  the  statute  rate,  vas^only  oi«ia|  in  Talue 
to  about  ninety-aix  cents. 

Upon  leceinng  this  informatioQ,  two  general  4nq«t- 
lies  wereauggested  for  th^  consideration  of  lihe  com^ 
mittae.  let  Whether,  in  again  vesting  ^>anish  gold 
eoin  with  the  dMracter  of  current  mon^  of  the  Unitiid 
States^  it  were  expedient  to  estabfiah  the  old  at^tote 
vela,  DOW  dieeorered .  to  be  erroneous,  or,  whethiff  a, 
mtiw  statata  rate  for  H  should  be  estabHslied;  which 
shosM  conlerm  to  its  intrinuc  value  f  8d,  Upoo  the 
sappoaitieii  Ihat  is  should  be  deemed  advisable  to  en- 
act SI  new atatote  ntte  for  it,  confohnaUa  to  itslntrhii- 
sk  ▼mbi^wfaeiiier,  aa  a>lMa  of  four  per  oentk  upon  all 
the  8panbh  gold  in  the  United  8Catee»  would  tbiM  be 
iMmrred,  by  the  pnecenl  holders,  iycoweqaeftce  of  no 
fouH  of  theirs,  but  solely  by  reaepji  of  the  erroneous 
ealiBftata  of  a4aw  of  the  United  States,  anv  morAl  or 
equlteble  oonaiderationa  'requhad  that  this  loas  ehouU 
be  anramed  by  the  United  States  1 

Coneeming  the  first  object  of  in<iuiry,1he  commit- 
tee wiU  atlem]^ t  to  add  nothing  to  the  sat^sfoctoiy  clu- 
cidadon  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  only  express  their  entire  concurrence 
wi^  hfi  opinion,  that  **  the'statu^  rat^  of  these  icoins 
should  be  made  to  conformwith  their  intrinac  value." 
Whh  reapect  to  tiie  second  inquiry  ,^  which  tfie  Secre- 
tary represents  as  ''of 'a  more  doubtful  nature,"  the 
committee  were  of  opinion,  that,  whatever  eqiiitable 
considerations  might  exist,  the  attempt  to  apply  relief 
finder  the  particular  circutitBtances  of  this  lOsa,  was 
inexpedient,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  impracticable.  For, 
it  is  very  apparanf,  that  there  is  no  foundation  or  color 
for  indemnification,  on  account  of  any  receipts  of  these 
coina,  subeequent  to  the  Ifith  of  April,  1809,  when  the 
law  making  them  a  legal  tender  expired.    Now,  so  for 
aa  it  respects  individuals,  the»  cases  (if  sddi  in  foct  ex- 
ist) In  whieh  the  fMreaant  holders  4)fdiiMe  coins  reeeiv- 
ad  then,  aoieoedent  to  that  peno^  must  be  ao  extrM«.e- 
If  rare,  aa  ta  render  a  general  proviaion  for  their  risBef 
snaicflly  Aoeessary.   'And,  "as  to  banks,  such  is  the  sue- 
rsmiiTfi  circulatioti  of  apecie  thi^tigh  their  vault^  that 
it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed,  Ihat  any  one  institution  in 
the  United  States  could  distiagaish  the  amount  of  this 
spscies  of  coin,  which  it  had  received  prior  to  the  lOUi 
of  April,  1809,  from  that  which  it  had  received  subse- 
faently .     And,  although,  in  a  fow  instances,  this  might 
be  the  case,  yet,  it  seems  far  better  that  in  thejM,  the 
lose  afaoald  remain  where  it  has  fallen,  than  that  the 
ri— miurity  ^uld  bo  exposed  to  the  mmltipKed' frauds 
and  iMoaveniences  which  the  attempt  to  indemniiy, 
upon  any  general  principle,  would  inevitably  intro- 


Y'our  committee,  upon  recurring  to  the^aols  axistiag 
om  the  sabjafft  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  eoniiax- 


ion  with  thepftopoeed  altarsdfn  in  tfaeiate  of  Spankk 
fold  coins,  found  that  the  opetataon  af  the  respe^ta 
provisions  wo^ld  be  eqibamsaed  fdsd  confrised,  in  their 
nature,  and  inconvenient  in  their  form.  The  bin  from 
the  Senate,  proposed  to  suspend  the  second  .ae^tion  of 
*<An  act  regulating  foreign  coins  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses.'* This  act  passed  on  the  9th  of  February^  1793, 
and  the  effect  of  this  suspensioh  was,  to  revive  ihe  pro- 
visions of  the  act  passed  on  the  10th  o(  April,  1806. 
Whether  the  intended,  would  be  the  legal  result,  your 
committee  had  some  doubt.  But  they  had  none  that 
the  proposed,  was  a  very  inconvenient  circuit,  to  a  direct 
object.  They  were  also  of  opinion,  ^hat  it  was  highly 
expedient  that  all  the  provisions,  touching  a  subject  of 
such  universal  concern,  should  be  concentrated  m  one 
bill,  and  divested  of  everything  ^hich  might  embarrass 
research*  They,  therefore^  report  the  whole  bill  from 
thcf  Senate  stricken  out,  after  the  enacting  clauae,  and 
propoae  an  amendment,  comprehending  alt  the  provis- 
ions necessary  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  of  for- 
eign coinf. 

Strike  out  from  the  word  'that,"  in  the  aacoudline^ 
and  insert. 

From  and  adar  the  passage  of  this  act,  foreign  geld 
and  silver  coins  shall  pass  current  as  money  withi|^ 
(ha  United  States^  aqd  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  pay- 
men^  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  aeverfid  and  za* 
spective  rates  following,  and  not  otherwiae,  via : 

The  gold  coins  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Portugal,  9$ 
thqur  pyayent  stavdif^d,  *t  the  rate  of  one  huBdrad'cants 
foe  every  twen^nsairen  graina.  of  the  actual  .weight 
thereof;  the^fold  ^ins  •of  Spain,  aad  the  doBuaioas  o# 
Spain,  of  their  present  standard,  attfaa  rate  of  one  hua* 
dred  cents  for  every  twaaty-eight.  grains  and  six^hun- 
diadthft  of  a  grain  of  the  actual  weight  UHFreoi^  fi^Mmish 
OHHed  dollars^  ^  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for 
each,  tha  actual  weight  whecaof  shali  not  be  lest  thalfe  ^ 
seventeen  pennyweights  and  seven  grains,  and-in  pro- 
P<vtion  for  the  parts  of  a  d(i^#  Ckkwos  of  Psanca, 
at  ^e  ^te  of  one  hijuidred  and  ten  cents  for  eadl 
crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less  than 
eighteen  penny  waighta  and  fifraen  grains  and  an  half 
of  a  gcaia,  andin  proportion  for  tha  parts  of  aerows. 
And  it  ahaU  be  the  du^  of  the  Seciataryof  the  Traaa- 
uiy ,  to  aauaa  a^si^s  of  the  foreign  gold  andailvar  coina 
made  cnnant  by  this  net,  to  be  had  atftho  Mint  of  tha 
Unitad.  States  at  leatfiance  in  every  year,  and  tnmaka 
a  tapoil  of  the  result  there^  to  Coograas,  for  tha  imr^ 
poea  of  enabling  them  to  make  snch  altetationaiayua 
act  aa  may  become  raq^usite  from  the-  real  atandard 
value  of  such  foreign  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  a/mays  of 
the  foreign  gokl  and  silvsr  coins,  of  the  description 
made  current  by  this  act,  which  shall  iaaus  snbae- 
quently  to  the  passage  oif  this  act,  and  ahall  circulate 
in  the  United  States,  at  thd  Mint  aforesaid,  at  least 
onee  in  every  .year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  reault 
thereof  to  Uongress,  for  the  purpose  of  anaUinc^  Con- 
gress to  make  snch  coina  'current,  if  they  diall  deem 
the  same  proper,  at  their  real  atandard  vaUie.  , 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  ii  ftirtkir  qmcted.  That,  at  tha 
expiration  of  three  yeara  from  and  after  tha  paasingof 
this  act,  all  foruiga  gold  coins,  and  all  foreiga  silver 
coins,  except  Spaiush  miltad  dollan^  and  parts  of 
such  doUars,  ahall  ceasa  to  ba  a  legal  tender  aa  ttfoia* 
saidi 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  Juriier  mtaokd^  That  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  lagulating  the  currency  of  foreign 
ccnna  in  the  Unitad  Statae,"  and  alsa  ataiy  sectioa  and 
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pftfto  of  soctioM  of  any  met  or  actt  horitofvre  pMMd 
volmtiTe  lo  the  earroney  of  foreign  coins  in*  the  United 
Strntesy  be,  and  the  fame  are  hereliy,  re]MaIed. 

Tbeaiubt  Dipaetxiitt:,  bee.  17, 1810. 

8im : '  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of  ihe 
14th  and  15th  inetant.  The  assays  for  the  year  1810 
are  daily  expeicted,  bat  not  yet  received.  I,  thereibre, 
beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee  to  those  made  accord- 
ing to  law,  in  the  year  1809,  the  resaU  of  which  .is  ex- 
hibited in  the  leUer  of  29tH  June,  1809,  from  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint,  annexed  to  the  report  from  this' 
Department,  of.  8th  December,  1809. 

6  appears  ironv  those  asai^a  that  the  intrinsic  value 
of  all  foreign  coins,  the  gold  coins'  of  Spain  excepted, 
which  were  ^ade  a  legal  t^der  by  the  act  of  lOUi  of 
April,  1806,  either  agrees  precis^y  with  the  legal  value 
fixed  by  that  act,  or  differs  from  it  by  so  small  a  frac- 
tion,, as  to  render  any  alteration  in  that  respect  unne- 
cessary. But  the  dijoerence  in  |he  value  of  Spanish 
gold  coins  is  considerable,. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  value  of  gold  coins  of 
the  United  States  is  established  in  conformity  with  the 
following  pjinciples,  viz : 

Ist  The  unit,  or  silver  dollar,  contains  S^U  grains 
Hi  pure  sliver.  , 

!ra.  The  comparative  value  of -gold  and  silver  is  in 
the  rado  of  15  to  1 ;  that  is  to  say,  that  fifteen  ounces 
of  pure  silver,  are,  according  to  law,  equal  in  talue  to 
•ne  ounce  of  pure  gold. 

8d.  The  iUndard  gold,  or  tlutt  of  which  gold  coins 
of  the  United  States  are  made,  contains  eleven  parts 
of  pure  gold  and  one  part  of  alloy ;  or  one-twelfth  part 
of  its  weight  is  alloy. 

Thence  it  follows,  1st,  that  24]}  (being  the  IftAi  pan 
t»f  87 li)  pure  gold,  are  equal  to  one  dollar.  Sdly,  that 
S7  grains  of  standard  t^old  of  the  United  States,  con- 
taining 24|  grains  of  pure  gold,  are  also  equal  to  one 
dollar. 

Fn  fixing  the  rate  at  which  foreign  coins  she«ld  pass, 
the  object  wte  to  ascertain  the  standard,  or  quantity  of 
pure  gold  contained  in  a  given  weight,,  and  to  place 
them,  according  to  that  intriftsio  value,  exactly -en  a 
par  with -coins  of  the  JUnitod  States.  The  act  of  10th 
of  ApHl,  1806,  waa  pred^catod  on  the  supposition  that 
S7  %*  gratna  of  Spanish  standard  gold  contained  24) 
grains  of  pure  gold,  and  were,  therefore,  equel  in  value 
to  27  grains  standard  gold  of  the  United  States^  or  to 
one  doitar  eunreut  money  of  the  United  States.  But 
thai  supposition  is  pioven  by  the  assays  io  Iwve  been 
^onroneoos ;  the  standard  of  Spanish  gold  ooiss  being 
worse,  or  containing  more  alloy,  than  was  then  beHev- 
•d«  That .  standard  varies  according  to  the  years  of 
the  coinage.  The  coins  of  the  year  180^,  are  the  low- 
est and  worst  by  more  than  four  and  a  half  per  cent., 
than  the  v^aue  fixed  by  the  act  of  10th  of  NTay,  1806. 
Those  of  the  year  1807,  ^re  worse  than  those  of  the 
year  prior  to  1806;  and  thoae  of  the  year  1808,  are 
worse  than  thoae  of  1807.  Those  of  the  years  prior 
U>  1806,  though  better  than  the  subsequent  coinages, 
are  aUnost  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  worse  than  the. 
vdue  fixed  by  the  aet  of  IMay,  1806. 

Taking  th^  general  average  of  "fte  several  coinages, 
it  appears  that  they  should  be  tal^eu  at  the  rate  of  28 
58-100  grains,  (instead  of  27  40-100)  for  one  dollar ; 
aad  that  the  difierenee  between  their  intnnsic  value 
and  that  fixed  by  the  act  of  April,  1806,  is  almost  fiMir 
per  cent,  (a  986-1000  per  cent.) 

If,  therefore,  the  act  should  be  revived,  mthout  any 
•Iteration,  eveiy  peiion  receiviiig  those*  ooins  in  pay- 


ment, would,  in  foet,  be  ^^ompeHed  to  reeeive  only  nine- 
ty-six instead  of  one  hundred  cents  on  every  dottv 
paid  to  htm.  The  unavoidable  effoot  of  patting,  in 
circulation  any  one  species  of  coin,  at  a  rate  Ingber 
tlMLU  its  known  in^nsio  valuer  is  to  invite  Its  importa- 
tion and  increased  circulation;  and  to  drive  out  of  ck- 
culation  the  othor  species.  Bv«ry  iMcnk,  if  called  to 
pay  its  notes  in  ^rpecie,  wiH,  in  that  ease,  pay  with  that 
species  of  coin ;  and  ths  whole  paper  drculatiDg  me- 
dium luust,  after  a  while,  be^  depredated  in  the  salse 
proportion.  The  oAly  guard  against  the  abuse,  end 
consequent  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  is  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  i^inoiple,  that  payment  may,  etaiqr 
time,  be  demanded  in  specie,  rated  at. its  intrinsie 
va^ue.        ""       ' 

On  tJie  other  hand,  it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  gold 
coii\s  of  Spain,  were  made  a  legal  tender  by  Iaw«  for  a 
certain  number-  of  years,  it  a  higher  rate  than  they 
wererealfy  worth ;  that,  to  t|ie  very  last  digp  of  tluU 
period,  «very  person  was  compelled  t6  receive  them  in 
payment,  at  that  rate ;  and  that,  et  the  expiration  of 
the  period,  a  quantity  of  that  gold  necessarily  remain- 
ed in  the  hands  of  some  persons,  on  whom  the  loss 
fUls,  by  the  um^dible,  effect  of  the  law,  and  witfaeat 
any  fouU  of  theirs.  It  is  in  order  to  relieve  thoee  psec 
sons,  that  it  u  proposed  to  nMke  the  loss  foU  on  the 
community,  by  reviving  the  law,  witboni  aharstion; 
that  is  te  say,  by  putting  again  4he  coino  in  ctrcJnletioni 
at  a  higher  rate  than  th«ir  intrinsic  Value. 

The  4 vo  questions  p|it  by  the  commijttee,  ere,  whe- 
ther, the.  statute  ratfi  of  these  coins  should  not  be  mode 
to  conform  with  their  intrinsic  value,  and  V7hether,in 
order  to  relieve  individuals  fipom  the  loos  resatltngliom 
the  late  erronepus  legal  e|itimi|e  of  theirvehN^  it  would 
not  be  eligible  that  the  difibrence  should  he  paid  by 
Oovemment.         ' 

To  the  finit  question,  I  can  have  no  hesitatbn,  for 
the  above-mentioned  reasons,  Io  answer  in  the  affirm- 
ative. The  second  question  is  of  a  more  doubtful  na- 
ture, ^ut  if  it  shall  be  thought  jCut,  that  the  loss 
should  fall  on  the  community,  ralher.  than  on  individ- 
ualsy  it  will  certainly  he  preferable,  to  pay  at  once  the 
difiinrence,  rather  than  knowingly  to  make  the  coins, 
again  a  legal  tender,  at  a  higher  rate  than 'they  are 
worth.  Should  that  measure  be  hdopted,  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  viz :  to  direct  the  Mint  to  re- 
ceive tliat  species  of  gold,  for  a  short  time,  at  the  former 
statute  rate*  the  United  States  paying  the  difiBnenoe* 
appeass  also  the^most  simple  and  eligible  manner  of 
efifeoting  t^e  object.  The  following  provisions  afe«ia 
that  casoj  respectfully  suggested: 

1st.  That,  as  the  assays  of  die  eoins  of  the  yean 
1809.  and  1810,  have  not  yet  "been  received,  and,  as 
Spanish  gohl  ceased  jLo  be  a  legal  tender  early  in  the 
year  1809,  the  revival  of  the  lew  making  them  a  legal 
tender  ahould  apply  otily  to  coins  coined  pnof  to  the 
year  1809^ 

2d.  That,  for  the  same  reasons,  the  statute  value 
should  be  fixed  at  a  fate  not  hi^er  than  the  average, 
of  the  assies  heretofore  made ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
should  pass  at  a  rate  not  higher  than  28  53- 100  grains, 
for  one  hundred  cents. 

8d.  That,  for  the  i^ame  reasons,  the  obligation  en 
the  Mint  to  receive  thoee  coins,  at  th^  former  M»tnto 
tate,  should  be  limited  to  coins  ct^ined  prior  tdu  the  year 
1809. 

4th.  That,  as  the  indemnification  to  the  individuals, 
arises  firoa  equitable  consideratiens,  and  not  from  An 
akaokHe  legal  obligation,  the  period  during  wluch  the 
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sUUote  vftlue,  be  made  ao  chort  a»  to  {irecliide  the 
peanhility  of  en^braciBf  fpeculativo  imix>rUtioiu^  Oii« 
month  firom  the  pofsing  of  the  law  would  foem.iuf- 
ficient. 

5tb.  That  no  auh  coin  shall  be  thus  receiTed  at  the 
Mint,  at  its  former  statute  value,  unless  proof*  or  at 
least  an  affidavit  be  made,  that  the  persons  claiming 
the  benefit  of  the  prorision,  had  actually  received  the 
same  at  that  valui;  prior  to  the  time  when  the  law 
making  it  a  legal  tender  expired. 

It  will  also  be  necessarj^  in  that  case,  thi^t  ah  appro- 
pnatioB  should  be  made  to  enable  the  Mint  to  cany 
the  proviaion  into  effect.  The  amount  of  that  aippro- 
priaiion  should  be  at  the- rate  .of  ibur  per  cenC  on  the 
BBffpoaed,  amount  of  Spanish  gold  new  in  the  United 
States,  whidi  may  be  embraced  by  audi  provisions; 
But,  having  np  knowledge  whatever  of  that  aoMum^J 
eannol  suggest  any  precise  sum. 

I  have  thehohor  to  be,  respectfblly,  sir,  youx  obedi^ 
•nt  aerrant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  JoaiAB  QviireT,  ChaiHnant  4v* 

Tbiasust  Dkpabtmeht,  i)ee.24,.18l0.. 

Bin:  This  yea^s  assays  have  been  received,  and 
will  be  sent  to-morrow  to  Congress.  These  make  the 
average  for  French  gold  toins  27  52-100  grains,  and 
for  S^nish  eoins,  28  62-100;  It  must  also  be  observed,- 
that  French  crowns  were  rated  too  low.  Instead  of  its 
htmg  necessary,  that  th^  should  weigh  18  penny- 
weigh ta  and  17  grains,  they  ought  to  be  received,  if 
weighing  18  pennyweights  and  15^  grahis ;  it  appear^ 
lag  firom  the  assays,  that,  if  0f  the  fimt-mentioned 
weight,  they  are  worth  110  cents  and  96-100  of  a  cent, 
inalead  of  110  cents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

ALBEpT  GALLATIN, 

Hon*  JoaLiH  Qvibot,  4«. 


Friday,  December  28. 
Mr«  McKiM  presented  a  petition  from  the  mer- 
cbants  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  peiitlob  from  th6 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  presented 
the  thirteenth  instant.-^Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Foreign  Relations. 
Go  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Alston, 
ResoUed,  That  vthe  Pr^^ent  of  the  United 
SUKles  beretoested  to  cause  to  b«  laid  b?fore  this 
Hooae  an  account  of  the  eitpenditure  of  the 
iftODgjr  appropriaied  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thou- 
tmud  eight  hundred  and  ten,  for  completing  the 
Capitol,  and  for  other  purnoses,  distinguishing 
the  same  expended  for  each  italic  of  appropria- 
tion^.aod  the  sums  expended  iiipayooent  of  aebts 
previoualy  incurred. 

MeasM.  Alston  and  Ricbabos  were  ap{K)inted 
a  eommittee  to  present  the  foregoing  rcfolution 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
.  Mr.  BAS8£Tr,i>0Ea  the  ComnMU^  on  the  Na- 
iral  £;stabli8hment,  to.  whom  wa^  referred  the 
several  petitions  of  the  o£oers  of  the  Ni^vy,  nre- 
aenteda  bill  in  relation  to  the  pensioi^  and  ra- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  $  which  was  read 
'  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  4he 
WhoM  on  Monday  next..  . 
Mr.  Bm;«)N|  from  the  comnuUee appointed  on 


tbe  twenty-fourth  iaatant,  presented  a. bill  author*' 
izing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general 
index  te  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made, 
printed,  and  distributed ;  which  was  read-  twlee^ 
and  comtnitted  to  a  Cdmoaitt^of  the  Whole  ^n 
Tuesday  next« 

.  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committef  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands^  made  a  ireport  respecting  the  location 
of  Virgtpia  military- land  warrants^  ia  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  twenty-sixthinsiant  }^  which 
w^  read}  an 4.  referred-  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ott  Tuesdnjr  next. 
.  The  Hotiae  resolved  itael^iato  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  an  the  report  of  a  aeleci  committee 
on  tlie  petitiM  of  Alexander  Scott,  of  South 
Carolina  f  and,  after  sOi^e  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

MISSISeiPPI  TERRITORT. '  , 

>  Mr.  PeiHDEj^TER  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion:      ■  <i 

Retohddy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iaqaire 
into  the  ezpedieoey  of  amthoriaing  the  people  of  the 
Mississippi  Te^i^>x7  to  elect  a  convention  to  form  a 
constitution,  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  that  Ter* 
ritory  into  the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent 
State :  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

.Mr.  PiTKiiA  expressed' a  wish  that  It  should  He 
on  the  table  a- few  days,  for  the  purpose  of  furtbet 
consideration. 

'Mr.  PoiMOBXTER  asked  what  objeotion  there 
could  be  to  the  adoptioa  of  a  resolution  to  in* 
quire.  Why,  when  the  object  of , the.  resolntton 
itself  was  merely  inquiry,  should  it  lie  on  the 
table  for  inquiry  ?  if  the  House  were  disposed 
to  inquire^  the  sooner  they  did  it  the  bett«r ;  and 
a  committee,  if  appointed,  would  make  it  a  par- 
ticular duty  to  investi^te  all  the  points  in  rela^ 
tion  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  said  that  this  resolution  did  not 
go  to  fix  a  new  principle ;  it  was  already  fixed  by 
the'Constitutioq,  that  the  Territoriea  should^  6i 
rigjit,  become-  States  whenever  their  pojpulatioa. 
anuftiikted  io  sitty  tbovsand. .  When  .u  is  proba- 
ble, that  their  numbers  had  reach^  this  poim,  it 
Ws  ^  duty  of  the  .House  te  investigate;  and 
when  they  lonnd  it  to  be  ao,  they  had  nothing  to 
dp  bm  declare  th^  fhct,  according  to  which,  by 
the  Coa^tittftion.  they  w«ie  entitled  to  hecovae 
States.  He  eould  si^e  no  posaibie  objection  to 
thelnquirjc. 

*  Mr.  PrrxiN  said,  the  idea  of  the  Mississipfn 
Territory  becoming  a  State  at  this  time  was  new 
to  him. .  It  wfis  entitled  when  it  contained  sixtv 
thousand  inhabitant!!,  but  ought  not  to  take  rang 
as  a  State  before  that  period  arrived.  , He  was 
opposed  to  discussing  or  passing  the  resolution  at 
this  time,  because  it -would  \%  holding  out  the 
idea  that  the  people  of.  this  Territory  were  of 
ooiufse  to  be  adniitted  as  a  State,  itnd  that  this 
committee  was  appoint^,  merely  t6  enable  them 
to  form  a  constitution  before  their  tjme«  Per- 
haps there  were,  pot  as  maav  inhabitants  in  the 
Territory  as  in  many  counties  of  Pennsylvania 
aiid  some  oth^r  States.    Thia  resolution  would 
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be  coniidered  as  a  sort  of  prledge  to  the  people ; 
and  all  this,  Mr.  P.  said,  wirbout  (btre  being'  iif 
lact  aojr  petition  from  the  Territory  on  the  sub- 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  wonJd  barelf  remark,  that  he 
suspected  the  geDtleman  fpom  Maryland  had  mis- 
understood the  objaet  of  The  deie^te  from  Mis- 
sissippi. It  wa«  certaitily  true,  that  the  Missis- 
sippi Terfitory  oouM  daim,  as  a  right,  to  be 
admitted,  as  a  State,  into  the  Union  #hen^er  it 
should  domain  sixty  thousand  souls.  It  was  pjer- 
.feclty  well  understood  that  it  did  not,  at  present, 
coatain  more  than  half  that  dumber.  Conse- 
qaeQtly^  the  on^y  qaestloii  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  iato  would  be,  shall  the  Mississlpm  Ter- 
ritory be  admitted  as  a  State  before  sihe  has  the 
requiske  somber  f  This  must  bft  tha  otih^  objeet 
of  the  re^olotiof).  .     ,    . 

Mr.  PoiKdextbr  said  the  ffc'ntleman  had  mis- 
Qoderstood  his  o^eet,  and  had  beeit  tntsfnform^d 
as  to  the  fact.  Two  counties  in  the  Territory 
woold  give  half  tha  nttmber  reqoired  to  eonstt- 
mteita  Btat«,  aid  the  Territory  contained  ten 
aouttties.  In vesd«atioB  was  his  seole  object.  The 
fentleman  (torn  Connecticut  had  said  It  was  a 
novel  ^subject.  To  him,  the  oppositiou  of  the 
f entieman  was  Tfcry  novel.  When  a  propositipn 
was  made  to  investigate  a  subject  of  importance 
to  any  section  of  the  Union;  were  g^ntlemea  to 
iay  thev  would  not  investigate,  when  they  might 
withhold  from  the  people  absolute  fights  by  re- 
fusing toma):eth6  inquiry?  The  difference  of 
opinion  appeared  ttt  be  whether  they  should  make 
the  inqcriry  fully  or  ineffectually.  The  latter 
would  be  the  effect  6f  its  lyinff  on  the  table. 
Even  admitting  that  the  population  of  the  Terri- 
tory was  not  sixty,  thousand;  it  Was  a  ques\ioti  for 
the  discretion,  of  the  Hotise,  whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  admit  them  earlier  or  not.  But  if  pre- 
cedent were  waiited.fqr  this  proposition,  it  thight 
be  foimd  in  the  report  by  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  ii  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orieaos  as  a  State;  «nd  he  Would  ven- 
mre  to  affirm  that  there  Was  no  official  a^eotmt 
of  the  popolatioa  of  thai  Territory.  Mr.'  P.  said 
be  was  informed  that  ther^  waj«  a  memorial  i)n 
this  subject  on  its  #ay;#rom  the  i^isMssippi  Ter- 
wtorr.  He  s^Tidf^d  ianunry,  not  only  int6  the 
nnmbers,  but  the  polirical  characterof  fhe  Terri- 
tory, and  into  their  eonduot  towards  tbtf  €kne- 
lal  Gbvcmment  whefaeyer  H  had  been  assailed. 
When  the  borders  had  been  invaded  by  ttie  Span^ 
lards,  in  a  few  days,  tWo  handrcfd  and*  fifty  miH- 
tia  weriB  half  way  on  their  mareh.  When  the 
choice  spirits  of  the  East,  wearied  with  the  dull 
pursuits  of  civil  life,  were  desirous  of  establish- 
ishiog  an  empire  in  the  West,  the  citizens  of  the 
Mittissippi  f  erritoi^  rallied.around  the  standard 
of  the  Constitution,  and  p^  them  down.  These 
o>fcu»»^anoes  had  proved  their  disposition. 

Mr.  Trouf  said  he  wished  the  resolution  to 
lie  on  the  table,  not  becabse  he  wai  unfriendly 
to  the  admission  of  the  Territory  iiito  the  Union ; 
^from  it;  but  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  no 
mformatioa  before  the  House  on  which  it  could 
»ot.    It  was  true  that  a  popuhnttm  of  sitty  thevk 


sand  was  not  aecessary,  ^bnt  a  eertdin  ^tosaat 
must  be.  What  that  amount  was,'€oogiess  esati 
not  ascertain,  because  it  hid  no  informatioB. 
How,  then,  eould  the  House,  with  a*y  propriety, 
direct  a  comibittee  to  Inquire  iuto  a  subjeet, 
which  it  was  moraUy  Impossible  fbr  it  to  do,  erea 
if  in  a  Committee  or  the  Whole,  for  the  parpose, 
having  no  information  before  itt 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Territory  into  the  Union,  but  he 
wished  the  House  to  understand  the  natore  of 
the.  Inquiry.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  Territory  whether  he  did  not  know 
there  were  not  sixty  thousand  people  within  tbe 
Teri^dry.  He  was  aware  that  Ck>ngress  mifbt 
admit  any  Territory  to  the  riglits  of  a  Sute  be- 
ibne  it  attaint  b  popittation  of  siji^tv  tbomad 
souls;  and  the  only  questtton  into  which  aa  in- 
quiry wotfld  really  be  made,  after  |he  adoption 
of  the  resdlution,.  would  be  whether  the  T^rntory 
should  be  admitted  as  a  Sute  with  a  ksH  popu- 
lation than  sixty  thousand,  or  not.  ;»    . 

Mr.  PoiNDEXtCR  said  the  census  of  the  Terri- 
tory had  not  been  returned;  conset^oently, hfi 
could  not  say  anything  as  to  the  precise  popula- 

l»o««  ^  .      .        •    .         . 

The  oMttion  for  the  resoliUioo  to  ue  on  tbt 
Ubie  was  lost— 54  to  51. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified,  on  theiof- 
gestioit  ci  Mr.  Pitun,  to  read  as  follows: 

Raohedy  That  a  committee  be  sppohitsd  »1sflol«» 
into  the  expediency  of  admitting  the  ^^•^■J^jIT?! 
ritoiy  into  the  Union,  ms  a  separate  and  indipendeat 
State. 

The  resbliidon,  as  amended,  being  uftder  con- 
sideration} Mes»fs«  Pitkin,  TaLiJlAnoB,  ^'•■'^ 
bobough.  and  dutNcv,  opposed  m  pa«^g^*'*^ 
Messrs.  Smiub,  Macon,.  Rhea,  of  Tenncwec, 
WaioHT,  Barry,  and  PolNt>EXTER,  sufportedu. 

The  arguments  asarnst  the  resolution'  were, 
generally,  that  it  would  be  giying  a  pledge  to  the 
people?  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  that  tnjT 
^ould  become  a  State  before  tbei r  numhers  «"• 
tied  them  to  claim  that  distinction;  ^^^f^J" 
was  no  roemoriil  or  petition  from  these  iwj 
praying  admission  into  the  Unio^,  whicfc  •■* 
presttraptite  proof  that  they  were  not  ▼^^J^ 
lousfor  that  event;  that,  as  erefry  fiKatein  »• 
tJnioh  was  entitled  to  at  least  one  fl^|ff«*^ 
trre,  these  people  would  be  represented  (***JJ 
but  thirty  thousand)  as  folljr  as  though  they  bm 
a  sufficient  papulation  to  entitle  them  to.  one  K^ 
resentfttlte;  that,  without  inforraatiofl  •»  ^**: 
population,  it  was  improper  to  ac^  ^l  •"' **l!| 
acting  niigbt  excite  hopes  whieh  ttm^  ^^^  ^ 
be  met  by  disappoint  men  t.  ii.  ^  nf 

Qn  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  la  ^^^ 
the  resolution,  that  Territorial  governments  wstb 
uncongenial  lo-the  spirit  of  our  Gh>v*Dineot,  d^ 
ing  in  sb^e  me^uHire.  controlled  '>J^  ■''^UJIjV 
power,  havinff  nd  voice  in  tbe  choice  ^TJ^rL 
councillors ;  that,  although  there  was  BO'^Jf'JJiI 
rial  frpm  tbe  Territory,  the  sense  of  th«  P«<^ 
was  decidedly  Wrpreased  through  the  ««*""".,? 
their  Delegate  on  this  floor,  who  was  the  WJT 
mate  orgaa  for  the  eoav^yaaee  of  tb^****^ 
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to  ih«  House ;  tb«t-  the  naiiotiil  vflairB 
nqmred  at  least  as  mitek  atteadon  a«  the  Koqse 
mM  bestow  od  iheo^  and  it  wa^  therefore  expe- 
dieat,  as  soob  as  possible,  to  give  to  the  Territo- 
rf ,  by  roakiog  it  a  State,  the  rfght  of  regalatiog 
Its  own  iDuiticipal  conceras;  that,  sapposiog  ail 
these  argameotts  to  have  do  weight,  the  resolu- 
tion merely  proposed  inquiry,  which  was  scarcely 
ever  liable  to  objactioo. 

The  followiag  are  the'  yeas  and  nays  on  tha 
resolutioD :  '  -^ 

Tbab— William  A^denon,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David 
Baid,  Wifiiam  T.  Bmrry,  t^rwipR  Bassett,  WilKam 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robeit  Brown,  William  A. 
BorweU,  William  Bottler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Glay,  John  Clapton,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
IM,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Dosha,  William  Findley, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Mesbaek  FrankHn,  6ideon  Gardner, 
Datid  8.  Oailand,  Thomas  Gholson,  Edwin.  Gray, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Belms,  James  noUcnd,  Jacob 
Huflj,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee^  Alexander  H^m,  Wit^m  McKinley,  Pleasant 
M.  Miller,  WUliam  MUnor«  Samuel  L.'Mitcfailt,  John 
Montgomeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tfaoipas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow.  Gordon  8.  Mumfbrd,  Thomas  Pf ew» 
bold,  Ttiomas  Newton,  Petet  B«  Porter,  Elieha  R.  Pot-* 
ler,  John  Rea  of  Pet^nsyWanis,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes^ 
see,  Mattyas  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,'  Eragtus 
^ot,  Bbieaeser  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud* 
der,  Ebeneter  Seam,  Samue)  Shaw,  Daniel.  Sfaeffby, 
Benoia  Smelt,  John  jBmilie,'  (?eoige' Sniith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Si- 
fted, John  Taytois  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Geo. 
M.  T»oap,  Charlea  Tomer,  iun.,  Archibald  Van.  Bom, 
Rotot  ^eaktey,  Robert  WhitehlU,  Richard  Winn, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright — 77. 

NATS-^oseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Dahiel  Blais- 
delT,  Janaes  Breckenridg^  John  C.  Chamberlain^  Wm. 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Mortin  Chitten- 
den, Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr. 
William  Ely,  JaMee  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  William  ^Hale,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Huntfngtonj  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Herman  Rtiickerba^ken  Aehert  Le  Rc^  LIt* 
ingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosetey,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiali  Quittcy, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Jshn  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadga,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer^  La- 
baa  Wheatoa,  and  J^mes  Wilson. — 37. 

Messrs.  PoiNDtrrBR,  McKim,  Humr,,ANDER- 
aoN,  Storoes,  Vak  RtNssELAGR^and  Clopton, 
were  appointed  th^  eotnmittee. ' 


Batitiday,  December  29. 

On  motton  of  Mr.  Sawyer, 

Utaafoed,  That  a  notninittee  be  appointed  to 
ia%ait«  Into  the  expediency  of  akefing  or  eitend- 
ing  the  times  of  holding  jbe  Federal  District 
Cams  af  North  OarpJtna ;  aad  (hat  they  heve 
IcaTe  to  TCporl  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mesm.  SAWYER,  S«WPFEY4  and  H«wtbr,  were 
appolaied  a  eooiinittee  pursuant  to  the  aaid  reso- 

iOClOB. 

Mr.  Var  HoRKf  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Oisutff  Af  Celiimbia,  presealed  a  bill  eoneeratog^ 


the  Bank  of  Alezandridi ;  whieh  wae  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  CommHtee  of  the  Whole  on 
Mondar  neat. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  petitions  fVom  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohi6,  praying  that 
Congresa  wiU  ieduea  the  price  of  certain  lands 
If  iag  withta  the  first  purchase,  which  said  lands 
are  of  a  very  inferior  quality. — Referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  the  Public  Laod^. 


Monday,  December  31. 
Another  member,  to  wit :    from    Delaware^ 
NioBOLA«t  Van  D^cb,  appeared/  and  took  his 


Mr<  6t>t^TBARB,  from  the  commitite  amM>intad 
oa  the  twtmy«>firB€  iaataat,  presented  a  Mi  to  re- 
Ttfe  ^^An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  taking^ 
eYidetiee  in  cases  af  ooa tested  elebtion  for  tneas- 
befs  of  ihe  Hoaeaof  BiepresantatiT^  of  the  Urn- 
ied  Statess  aifd  to  eomf^l  the  attaadance  of  wit« 
netsea^'^and  in  addiiiOB  to  iha  same  ;  whichwaa 
read  twiea,  and  oaiamitted  to  $.  Commktea  of  . 
the  Whole  on  Wadaes^y  next. 

A  nidiionr  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacok,  that  the 
Hoase  do  come  to  the  fbilowiog  resolution : 

Resolved,  Ulat  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
a^cted  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
sttspendliig  the  operation  of  the  several  acts  of  limita- 
tion, wohrm  they  now  operate  to  bar  the  payment  of 
the  following  descriptioA  of  claims  against  the  United 
States,  to  wit: 

^  Ffntf  Loan  offioe  earttAoatfi. 
•Second,  Indents  for  interest  on  the  piablie  debt 
' .  Tkddy  Final  settlement  certificates. 
.    J^ourM,  Coaimissionert' certificates. 

Fijik,  Army  certificates. 
'    S&thi  Credita  given  in  tieti  of  a^jr  certifieatet 
c;aneetled. 

Stveltth,  Credits  fyt  the  piiy  of  the  Army  fbt  whieh 
no  certificates  were  isnied  ;  and 

Eishthy  Invalid  pensiej^ :  and  that  the  eomoittee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise*. 

The  resolution  wap  lead  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.-  / 

Mr.  Sawyer,  from  the  committee  avpotated  on. 
.the  twenty-ninth  instant^  preseatefl  a  bill  to  alter 
the  tinges  for  holding  the  district  counts  of  the 
.district  of  North  Carolina  \  Which  was  readtwice^ 
and  ordered  to  he  eagroseed,  and  read  the  third 
ti^ia  on  Monday  next.  .     . 

The  following  Message  was  leoeiied  frovy  the 

pRB8|DE;iiT  OF  TBS  Un.ITED  StAT£8  t 

Ibt&eMm^  of  ikpte$eiitktioei  efthe  IMiied  Siatet  y 
Ilay hefore  the  Hou4e  a  report  fit»n^  the  Secretary 
of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  tweittv 
firstinstaat^   .      .  MM^S  MADISON.' 

DxccMBsm  28, 1610.      .  ^ 

^he  Messaga  was  read,  and'  that,  part  of  the 
same  which  relates  to  a  tariff  of  duties,  referred 
to  the  GomnEiittee  of  -Commerce  and  Manoiac- 
tores,  and  the  residue 4hereof  reared  to  the  Com- 
miiftee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Jfiff Nirfos,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OB  thb  hiheteenth  mstitnt)  presented  a  bill  \o  au- 
thorize the  laying  out  a  t>ubiic>  rpad^i^p^.the  line 
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established  by  tbe  treaty  of  Grem ville  to  the 
Nortbbeod,  in  tbe  State  of  Obio;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  Wednesday  next.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Bmohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Coi^meree 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  confining  the 
benefit  of  drawback  of  duties  to  merchandise  im- 
ported into  and  exported  irom,  the  United  States. 
to  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States* 

Aa  eogroseed  biilproTidinff  ftfrthe  final  adjust 
ment  ot  clains^to  lands,  and  for  4be  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  ihe  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
LottiMana^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  monon  of  Mr.  doincT,  tbe  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  on 'the 
amendments  reported  by  the  select  committee  to 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  foreign  coins. 
[The  ameadmeats  go  to  nMibe  all  foreign  coin 
cunrentat  its  standard  value,  and  to  repeal  all 
.  other  acts  relation  to  ^he  currency  of  foreigo 
coins  in  the  United  States.  Thi^  bill  to  continue 
in  force  three  yearswl  The  bill  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole, .and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  (bird  reading  tu-morrow. 

A  bill  for -the  removal  of  certain  land  offices, 
and  regulaiins  certain  sales  of  lands  in  tbe  dis- 
trict east  of  Pearl , river,  went  through  a  Com^^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  crder^  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  tbe  ibfrd  time  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  recM ved  frorta  the  'PiiEStOENT 
bp  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 
Th  ihe  House  of  ReprcsenieUiveeofihe  United  Staiee  : 

I  lay  before  ihe  House  of  Representatives  a  supple- 
mental report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  coolaining  in- 
formation received  since  the  date  of  my  late  Message 
on  the  sttbject  of  'their  resolution  of  the  twenty-fint 
instant  JAMES  MADISON. 

Dtacavasm  81, 1810. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the- 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  nroiion  of  Mr.  Swoope,  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  said  Message  and  documfents  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
<if  the  House. 

APPBOPfilATIONS. 

The  Speaker  kid  before  tbe  House  a  report  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  tbe  estimates  of 
appropriations  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1811 ;  which  wa»  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

TftEAsvmv  Dkfabtmkitt,  Dec,  81^  1810. 

8im:  Iliave  Ihe  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the 
estimates  of  the  appropriations  proposed  for  the  sernce 
of  the  year  1811 ;  also  a  sUtement  of  the  receipts  and 
ezpenditores  at  the  Treasury,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  dOth  4ay  of  Qepteiaber,  18K), 

The  appropriatiotiF,  as  detailed  in^the  esthnatee, 
aoMiunting  in  the  whole  to  five  millions  nine  hoadred 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  doUars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  vis: 


For  die  cfartt  list  -  -  -  -  -  6M,3i(i  61 
For  misoenaneons  expenses  •  -  -  47I,fM&S  18 
For  intercourse  with-foreign  nations  -  128^3  68 
For  Military  Establishments,  including 

one  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 

five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  Indisn 

Department,  -  -  -  .  ,  2,791,600  80 
For  the  Naval  Establishment,  iacludinf 

the  Marine  Corps,     -        *        -  1,870,274  05 


Total    . 


$5,900,595  25 


<  The  estimate  oftheSecpeUry  of  Ae  War  Departacat 
is  calculated  on  the  whole  numberof  troops  authorised 
by  law ;  bat  it  does  not  include  the  permanent  annuities 
to  certain  Indian  tribes,  nor  the  annual  appropriatkui 
of  two  hundred  thousand'  dollars  for  Airnishing  aime 
for  the  militia,  those  objeots  being  provided  for  hj  per- 
manent laws..  'Nor  is  any  estimate  made,  of  the  son 
which  may  be  wanted  dnring  the  ensuing  year,  frr 
completing  fortifications.  The  sums  which  may  be 
actually  expei^ded  in  the  year  1811^  for  those  severd 
otgects,  are  upt,  therefore,  included  in  th^  aggregate 
above  stated.   * 

The  fonds  out  of  which  appropriat^Mis  may  bo  OMdi^ 
for  tbe  purposes  before  mentioned,  are, 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hujidred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
proceeds  of  duties  en  imports  and  tonnage,  which  will 
accrue  in  the  year  1811,  \  which  sum  is  J>y  Iaw  an- 
nually reserved  for  the  support  of  Qovemment. 

2. .  So  much  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  unex- 
pended on  the  31st  of  December,  1810,  as  is  not  wanted 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  that  year. 
■  Z.  Tbe  suiplus  of  the  revenue, and  income  of  the 
United  States,  which  may  accrue  to  the  end  of  the 
year  7811,  after  satisfying  jthe  objects  for  which  appro- 
{iriations  have  been  heretofore  made. 

4.  The  proceeds  of  such  loan  or  loans  as  maj  be 
authorized  by  Congress. 

I  have  the  hcnor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  tout 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATXlv. 

Hen.  SraAxsa  oftke  Hou^e  ofiUp9. 


Tu£80AY|  Jaoiiary  1, 1811. 

The  House  met,  but  a  quorum  not  being  prtsea^ 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Wedkesday,  January  2. 

Two  otlier  new  meeabers.  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven;  and  froaa 
Maryland,  John  Campbell;  appeared  and  took 
their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mn  Stanley.  ' 

Reached^  That  the  ComiBittae4>f  Commeree 
abd  Manufactures  be  iAstTocted  to  inquire  aoto 
the  eziiediency  of  providing  b^  law^  for  a  ramia- 
sion  pf  oenaltiea  involuntarily  incurred  by  ia£r»e* 
tions  or  the  laws  prohibiting  .commercial  int«f^ 
coarse  with  Great  Britain  and  FraaojB,  aad  tktir 
dependencies. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoinea  letter 
from  John  TaVlob,  resigoiiiff  his  seat  as  a  meaa- 
ber  of  this  House,  from  the  Siat^  of  South  Caro- 
lina, in  aodsaqueace  of  haviatf  accepted  mo  ap- 
pointment as  a  Senator  of  ihiUaitad. States. 
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Mr.  JiNNiNGfl  predeDted  a  retolation  of  tfafe  Le- 
gklacnre  of  the  iDdiana  Territory,  iB»iniotiog  him 
to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  auUM>riziQg  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  to  elect  the  sherifis 
t^tbe  respective  coqaties  in  said  Territory. 

The  resolution  wiis  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
jBRNiiioe,  Mr»  Haven,  and  Mr.  Nicholson* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  whole  expense  to  the  GUrrerument  of,  the 
Biint  of  the  United  States,  since  its  first  estahlish- 
neot;  the  profits  on  the  copper  coinage;  the 
amount  of  gold  coined  at  the  Mint ;  and  the  rate 
per  centum  of  expense  in  refining  gold  bullioa 
below  the  standard  fineness. 

An  engrossed  hill  providing  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  office  established  at  Nashvilie,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  to  authorize  the  register  and  receiver 
of  pablic  moneys  to  superintend  the  .public  sales 
of  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  claims  of  personis  claim* 
lag  lands  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia;  which 
^ete  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
rablic  Lands. 

FOREIGN  COIN. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  suspend  the  second  section  of  the^ct.  entitled 
^An  aet  regulating  foreign  coins^and  tor  other 
purposes."  as  amended,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BoYD^that  the  bill 
be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House;  and  the  question  •being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  The  question  was  then 
taken  that  the  same  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the 
aflirmative — yeas  82,  i^ys  20,  as  follows  i 

Ymam — Joseph  Allen*  Lemuel  J.  Alston,^  Borwell 
Baseett,  Wtlliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow^  Daniel 
BlaMdell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Ohambttlaia,  WU- 
Mam  Cbamberliii,  Epaphroditos  Champion/  Martin 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  Da* 
venportt  jr^  Joseph  De^u^  William  Ely,  James  Etaott, 
William  flndley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bsrzillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Darid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholton, 
Charles  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
William  Hale,  William  Hehns,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenexer  HnntingtoB,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleae- 
tat  M.  Miller,  William  KUlnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
llidiDlae  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  JeremiaJi  Morrow, 
Qvdon  8.  Mumibid,  Thomas  Newbokl,  Thomas  New- 
tan,  John  NIchelsoB,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothv 
PttiM,  jr.,  Petes  B.  Porter,  EHsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
»  Qancy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylyania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
Mssiit,  funnel  Ringgold,  John  Roane^Ebenexer  Sage, 
Tlloaiaa^ammons,  Lemael  Sawyer,  John  A;  Scudder, 
Adam  S^bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis 
Smelt,  deorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smi^ 
Heniy  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  SUnley, 
Lewie  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
llthCoN.  3dS£ss.— 16 


Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

N4T8 — David  Batd,  Adum  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob 
HuAy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McKinley, 
John  Montgomery,  Matthias  Richards,  ErasCns  Root, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
and  Archibald  Van  Horn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CIuincv.  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows :  **An  act  regu« 
Uting  the  eurcency  of  forelgi^  coins,  and  provi- 
ding for  their  assay." 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  Hoiise  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  Mnaitting  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  MiTcuiLL  roee  to.  ask  for  information  as  to 
the  Dopalation,  dbc*  of  that  Territory. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER  said  he  had  no  doubt,  fron^ 
the  knowledge  that  he  had  of  the  Territory,  that 
it  contained  at  least  sixty  thousand  souls.  On  the 
subject  of  population  therefore  there  could  be  no 
difficulty.  How  far  it  would  be  proper  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  (respecting  the  West  Florida  Ter- 
ritory) was  decided  on,  he  would  not  undertake 
to  say. 

Mr.  P0YDRA8  corroborated  the  statement  of 
Mr.  PoiNDBXTER.  He  said  he  derived  bis  state- 
ment from  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  him- 
self. The  Territory  contained  at  least  60.000 
souls.  It  bad  a  ri^ht  to  become  a  State ;  and  he 
could  not  see  the  least  pretence  for  an  objection 
to  it.  Coogress,  however,  would  act  as  in  their 
wisdom  they  should  deem  it  fit. 

Mr.  Troup  moved  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
urging  as  a  reason  fur  the  motion  the  evident 
want  of  preparation  in  the  House  to  act  on  the 
subject.  He  also  alluded,  to  the  difficulty  arising 
from,  including  within  a  State  the  territory  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  aikl  the  Perdido,  yet  in  dis- 
pute a%d  subject  to  negotiation. 

Mr.  OnoLsoN  opposed  the  Committee's  rising. 
He  considered  the  bill  before  the  Senate  merely 
as  a  declaratory  bill,  and  not  at  all  altering  the 
present  state  of  that  Territory. 
'  Mr.  W.  Alston  ^id  there  could  be  no  question 
of  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  Territory,  as  a 
State,  whilst  jt  was  in  the  power  oC  Congress  to 
make  conditions  with  them.  After  the  popula- 
tion was  ascertained  to  amount  to  60,000,  they 
would  become  a  State  without  asking  the  leave 
of  Congress* 

Mr.  SiBB  said  it  was  vejry  far  from  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  favorably  disposed  to  it;  but  a 
difficulty  had  occurred  to  him  which  he  would 
state  as  a  reason  for  delaying  a  decision  on  the 
bill  for  the  present.  .  The  bill  proposed  including 
in  the  State  all  that  part  of  the  Territory  which 
lay  west  of  the  Perdido,  &c.  The  President,  by 
hia  Proclamation,  although  he  had  required  its 
occupation,  had  declared  that  the  tight  should  be 
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sabject  to  negotiation.  Now^if  it  became  ft  State, 
would  not  all  right  of  Degotfation  on  the  sabject 
be  taken  from  the  President  ? 

Mr.  Tnour  said  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
rise,  because  he  saw  that  the  Committee  were  ob- 
yiousiy  not  ready  to  decide.  lodependent  of 
other  consideraiions,  Mr.  T.  said  the  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation was  not  yet  fixed — a^d  did  it  not  be 
come  Congress  to  take  care  that  thepopulation  of 
the  Territory  did  not  fail  short  or  that  ratio? 
Would  it  be  proper  th^t  30,000  inhabitants  in 
Orleans  should  have  a  represeniatiTe  when  forty 
or  fifty  thousand  were  required  for  the  satoe  prit- 
ileffe  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  ? 

Mr.  Barry  said  th^t  the  necessity  of  State  i^ot- 
€rnment,  the  want  of  proper  control  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  audits  inability  to  attend  to  the 
municipal  concerns  of  the  Territory,  imperiously 
-called  upon  Congress  to  erect  it  ibto  a  sfate.    It 
was  unimportant,  as  respected  the  ratio,  that  the 
bill  should  be  delayed  till  that  was  ascertained. 
Although  the  precise  population  could  not  be  as- 
certained, yet,  from  what  bad  fallen  froni  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Orlearis  and  Mississippi  Territories, 
it  was  probable  that  the  Territory  had  already  a 
«ight  to  become  a  State!    Mr.  B.  said  it  was  tto- 
portant  that  Congress  should  act  on  thi^  subject, 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.    It  was  a  point  of  the 
Union  particularly    imporiant  to    the  country 
which  he  represented.   New  Orleans  conunanded 
the  river  through  virbicb  the  whole  productions 
of  the  Western  and  of  some  part  of  the  Southern 
country  were  carried  to  marKCt.    It  became  im- 
portant in  another  respect,  that  the  people  in  that 
country  should  have thepowerof  self-government. 
He  alluded  to  the  necessitv,  in  the  present  posture 
of  afiairs,  that  they  shoula.have  the  power  of  self- 
preservation  to  protect  themselves  m  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights,  9nd  that  the  powers  resulung 
from  State  sovereignty  ought  therefore  to  be  ex- 
tended tothem  at  this  time.    The  objection  which 
had  been  urge'd,  respecting  the  question  of  title, 
was  equally  unimportant.    Admitted  in  its  full 
force,  it  would  only  require  a  modification  of  the 
bill,  reserving  toCfongress  the  power  of  changing 
the  boundary  of  the  Territory  5  and  thi3  would 
be  a  desirable  modification  because  of  the  unde- 
fined limits  of  the  Territory.    This  objection  did 
not  meet  the  merits  of  the  bill,  bqt  merely  sug- 
'gested  a  modification.    It  was  important  now  40 
acton  the  subject,  because  Congr^s  had  the  power 
to  impose  conditions  on  the  Territory.    It  they 
waited  until  it  had  attained  a  population  of  60,^ 
000,  they  could  not  say  no  to  the  demands  of  these 
people.    Passiug  this  bill  would  tend  to  show  that 
an  attachment  to  them  and  a  disposition  to'  con- 
ciliate them  existed  in  Coogress ;  and  woiild  at 
the  same  time  admit  of  imposing  conditions  on 
them.    And  when  it  should  become  necessary  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  reasons  would 
be  found  cogent  for  retaining  the  conditions  it 
contained.    One  very  important  coiidition  was, 
that  their  laws  should  be  enacted  and  records  kept 
in  the  language  common  to  all  the  States;  as, 
after  they  became  a  State,  a  great  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation being  French,  they  might  prefer  that  lan- 


guage. All  th^  ofajeotibnswbiofa  bad  been  made 
to  an  immediate  decision  on  this  subject,  Mr.  B. 
said,  were  UQsubstantial.  The  State  of  Ohio  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  before  she  had  at- 
tained the  population  designated  by  the  Consti- 
tution. The  situation  of  thfe  Orleans  Territorj 
to  a  great  part  of  the  Western  country  was  ioi- 
nitely  more  important  than  that  of  any  otber  Ter^ 
ritory ;  and  the  people  of  that  portion  of  the 
Union  of  course  felt  greater  anxiety  in  relatioa 
to  it  than  in  relation  to  any  other.    ^ 

Mr.  Shefpey  said  be  was  not  prepared  to  act 
on  the  subject,  because  the  materialson  which  to 
decide  were  not  before  the  House.  Whilst  be 
was  disposed  to-  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  as  brothers,  and  notas  vassals,  bo 
was  not  ready  to  transfer  the  inheritance  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  our  fathers  fo  foreigners.  WbUe 
he  looked  upon  these  people  as  equals,  and  was 
disposed  to  do  them  justice,  he  thought  all  th^ 
could  demand  at  bis  nands  was  to  be  placed  on 
that  equality  to  which  they  ware  entitled.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  population  was  this  ranch  or 
that  much.  How.  much  ?— Mr.  S.  asked.  Sixty 
thousand  9  Forty  thousand?  '  Thirty  thousaad? 
Would  any  gefitleman  who  regarded  bis  honor 
tell  the  House  that  there  were  90,000  inhabitaats 
in  the  undisputed  Territory  7  He  believed  not* 
And  would  gentlemen  favor  this  French  popu- 
lation at  the  expense  of  their  oWn  interests  and 
rights?  It  was  true  indeed  that  Ohio  became  a 
State  before  she  had  60,000;  but  the  ratio  of 
represenution  was  then  but  dOfiOO.  If  he  were 
to  reason  on  this  sobject,  Mr^  S.  said  be  would 
say,  under  the  fostering  hand  of  the  General  Gov* 
eromentjlet  them  become  accustomed  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, before  tfiose  were  permitted  to  govern 
themselves  who  had  so  latel/  emerged  from  des- 
potism. He  was  not,  he  said,  directly  hosttie  to 
the  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union ; 
but  he  made  these  observations  in  answer  to  spec- 
ulations ushered  in  to  lead  the  House  from  its 
doty.  They  ought  to  have  tb^  necessarv  iafbr- 
mation.  The  idea  of  a  gentlemaa  from  Oeoma 
had  also  occurred  to  him.  respecting  the  exteasMHi 
of  the  limits  to  the  Perdiido.  When  the  Execniife 
-bad  directed  the  occupation  of  that  Territory  it 
had  given  a  pledge  that  it  should  be  subject  to 
future  negotiation.  And  would  gentlemen  say. 
that  the  Executive  could  convey  away  any  part 
of  a  State?  Although  it  should  be  hereafter 
clearly  proved,  that  the  Territory  \vas  not  ceded, 
what  isbe  bounjd  to  do?  .  To  establish  a  doctrine 
spurned  at  by  all,  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  a  ri^bt  to  cede  a  State  or  any  part  of  a  State  ? 
Certainly  not.  This  consideration  was  sufficieiK 
to  induce  the  House  to  look'  about  tbenii  before 
they  proceeded.  -Wbv  should  they  be  hurried  on 
without  inforroatit>n  ?  .  The  particular  situation 
of  the  Territory  had  been  mentioned  as  a  gronod  , 
for  an  immediate  decision.  What  was  m  situ- 
ation? It  is  far  distant;  so  is- the  Mississippi 
Territory.  The  latter  has  been  nursed  in  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty ;  the  former  has  not. 
The  latter  is  composed  chiefly  of  our  own  citi- 
-zens  I  the  former  is  not.    Mr.j^».|4^!4  k^  had  ai- 
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wap  andcrstood  that  New  Orleans  was  the  most 
Yolnerable  point  of  the  Uoion,  and  it  was  therefore 
the  more  proper  still  to  keep  the  power  in  oar 
own  hands. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  woald  treat  these  people 
as  he  would  the  people  of  every  other  Territory. 
They  were  a  part  of  the  nation,  and  so  oa^ht  to 
be  considered.  There  ought  to  be  no  question  as 
to  what  stock  thev  sprung  from ;  the  true  ques- 
tion was,  ought  they  to  be  a  State?  The  true 
policy,  Mr.  M.  thought,  was,  9s  they  were  to  be- 
come  a  part  of  the  United  States,  to  make  them 
one  and  indivisible  as  soon  as  possible.  They  had 
alreadv  served  a  sufficient  apprenticeship  to  the 
United  States,  but  not  under  a  free  Government, 
for  the  Territorial  governments  were  not  free. 
The  advantage  of  exacting  of  them  the  condition 
^f  UQiDg  the  same  language,  wasa  great  one.  How 
could  they  be  made  one  with  the  United  States 
unless  by  the  use  of  the  same  language?  Mr.  M. 
wished  to  treat  thts  Territory  as  well  as  the  others, 
and  no  better ;  he  would  not  treat  one  as  a  daugh- 
ter and  the  other  as  a  step-daughter.  He  was  as 
willing  noTf  to  make  Orleans  a  State  as  he  hdd 
been  to  make  Qhio  a  State.  The  great  object  is 
to  make  us  one  people:  to  mak^  this  nation  one. 
As  to  the  Mississippi  Territory ,.it  had  not  served 
a  nmch  longer  apprenticeship  than  Orleans,  having 
only  been  acquired  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  in 
1795.  The  people  of  Orleans  poeseaaed  certainly 
as  strong  an  attachment  to  the  nation  as  could  he 
expected  from  the  time  they  had  beloiiged  to  it. 
When  the  Spaniards  invaded  the  Territory,  they 
stepped  forward  promptly  to  repel  them;  and 
when  some  citizens  of  the  old  States  forgot  the 
loFC  e^ery  honest  heart  owes  to  his  country,  they 
showed  their  attachment  ta  the  Union  by  the 
readiaess  with  which  they  lent  their  aid  to  repel 
them*  To  make  them  a  State  would  make  that 
attmchmeat  slill  greater,  and  it  was  therefore  ad- 
Tisabla  to  act  on  the  subject. 

The  Committee  now  rose, reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  a'gam;  but  before  leave  was 
granted,  tha  House  adjouraed. 


TaeaaPAT,  Janaary  3» 

On  motion  of  MV.  JohnsoNj 
Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  (he  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inguire  into  the  propriety  of 
designating  a  portion  of  the  public  land,  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  in- 
dividuals holdiog  under  the  act  of  Virginia  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
report  their  opinion  to  this^  House. 
On  motion  of  Mr»  WiTHEitspooN, 
BeMcUvtdj  That  the  Speaker  address  a  letter  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State  oS  South  Carolina, 
eomnuEMcating  informntion  of  the  resignation  Of 
John  TaylOT,  one  of  the  members  returned  from 
that  State  to  serve  in  this  House,  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
thereby  in  the  rie presentation  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Seybbrt  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  traders, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 


renewal  of  ^e  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  Love,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  a' resolution  suomitted  by  him  on  the 
nineteenth  ultimo ;  which  was  again  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mf.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  committee 
appoibted  on  the  eleventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill 
further  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Peahson,  from  ^he  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-fifst  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  passed  the  twelfth  of  FelH 
rwary,  1793,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  fugitives 
from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  theservice 
of  their  masters,  and  for  other  purposes  f*  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to.a  Coowitteeof 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

TlfeRIUTORnSS  OP  THB  UNITE  D^8TATB«. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  yesterday  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  admitting  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  he  had  explicitly  declared 
himself  in  favor  of  such  a  course  whenever  there 
was  information  before  the  House  to  justif)^  it. 
The  bill  now  before  the  House  on  that  subject 
provided  for  in<^luding  in  that  Territory  the  tract 
of  country  the  occupation  whereof  had  recently 
been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  yesterday  that,  although 
this  step  had  been  t^en;  the  President  had  given 
a  pledge  that  the  -Territory  should  hereafter  be  a 
subject  of  negotiation ;  and  that  in  marking  it  a 
State  they  would  forever  preclude  negotiation  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  B.  said,  when  the  bill  again 
came  up,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  provision  relating  to  this  Territory;  but 
before  that  bill  came  up,  he  thought  proper  to. 
move  the  following  resolution : 

Reaoh^  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  inmire 
into  the  expediency  of  annexing  to  the  Mississippi  Ter^ 
ritory,  or  of  creating  into  a  separate  Territorial  govem- 
ment,  the  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  dlst  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  and  extending  from  the  river 
Perdido,  to  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  lakes 
Maorepas  and  Pontchartrain,  and  the  river  IberriOe,  to 
its  junction  with  the  river  Mississippi. 

The  discussion  of  this  resolution  had  progressed 
to  some  extent,  whe^i  a  Message  was  received 
from  the  Presidentof  the  United  Suites. 

Thel 
clared  i 

The  subject  then  under  discussion  was  post- 
poned ;  the  galleries  were  immediately  cleared| 
and  all  strangers  excluded. 

The  doors  were  closed  the  remainder  of  the 
sitting ;  which  continued  till  4  o'clock. 

FainiT,  January  4. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  an  ac- 
«oant  of  the  «de  of  |lf||g5by"(St5t3gll'**»  "^ 


;  Speaker,  having  opened  the  Message,  de- 
it  to  be  or  a  conhdential  nature. 
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liaryknd,  in  obedience  to  an  aet  of  the  second 
of  April,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  j£NNiNa8, 

Jlesohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening;  a  road 
from  Vincennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  to 
Dayton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  repprt  their 
opinion  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JbnningSj  Mr.  Boyd^  and  Mr.  Campvell,  ' 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  presented  a  petition  of  the  Sybod 
of  Pittsburg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl7ania,  praying 
that  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government 
of  thePosrOffice.Establishment  may  be  so  altered 
or  amended  as  to  prohibit  mail  stages  ant]  post 
riders  fVom  travelling,  and  pos^  offices  being  kept 
open,  on  Sunday.— Referred  to  the  Postmaster 
deneral. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  I^a- 
Tal  Establishment,  presented  a  bill  establishing 
Navy  Hospitals;  which  was  read  twice  aAd  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill^entitled  "An 
act  making  an  additional  appropriation  to  supply 
.a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  distressed  American,  seamen,  dui;iDg 
the  year  1810,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendment  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  ^he  Whole  to-day. 

Ajoother  message  from  the  Senate  inibrmed.the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  addi- 
tional Assistant  Postmaster  €ren.eral,"  with  an 
aroendmi*nt ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendpd^nt  was  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  "making  an  additional  appropriation 
to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
rdief  and  protection  of  distressed  American  sea- 
men, during  the  year  1808. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sturges, 

Retolved,  That  the  Presidlent  of  the  United 
Shates  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
copy  of  his  Proclamation  issued  the  2d  Novei&- 
ber,  1810 ;  atid  also  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Collect- 
ors of  the  Customs,  in  pursuance  of  said  Procla- 
mation. 

Mr.  Stubges  and  Mr.  CaMpbell  were  appoint- 
ed a  pommittee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to 
the  President. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Cd- 
lambia,  praying  that  Congress  will  authorize  the 
corporation  of  said  town  to  clear  out  and  deepen 
the  channel  of  the  Potomac  river  between  said 
town  and  the  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Branch.— 
Referred  to  (he  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colombia. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nnfinished  business  of  the  2d  instant;  and  the 


qaestion  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houae 
have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  said  bill  being  taken. 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bills,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additioaai 
appropriation  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seamen,  during  the  year  1810,"  and 
*^  An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  additionAi 
Assistant  Postmaster  General ;"  and,  after  soom 
time  spent  there;id,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  amendment  to  the 
first  mentioned  aad  their  disagreement  to  the  last 
mentioned  bill. 

The  House  proce^ed  to  consider  the  said  report 
of  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  and  the  question 
being  taken  xhereoOf  it  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  his  proposed  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution, reported  the  following  in  lieu  thereof 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole: 
*  *f  No  Senator  or  Represaatative  shall  bo  appmmed 
to  any  civil  office,  place,  or  a|ipointinsnt  under  tho  aa- 
thority  of  the  United  States  mitil  the  expiration  of  the 
Presidential  tend  in  which  such  person  shall  hwn 
served  as  a  Senator  or  Representative;" 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BoBWBLL  reported  the  following  bill: 
A  Bill  continning  in  force  for  the  term  of the  tt^ 

entitled.**  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subecribers  to 

the  ■  Bank  of  the  United  States/'  on  the  terms  and 

conditions  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enactedj  by  the  Senate  and  Houie  of  iZ^pne- 
eentatiwi  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Cm- 
greas  aesembiedf  That  the  act  to  incorporate  the  sab- 
scrtbefB  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  passed  the 
25th  daiy  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1791, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued  'in  force,  sufcjeet 
to  the  provisions  and  conditions  in  this  act  spedied, 
lor  «nd  during  the  further  term  of  — — ^  years,  from  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  Mardi  netL 

Se  c .  3.  Provided,  however,  and  be  it  further  tmmeted. 
That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  of 

the  United  States  shall,  on  or  before  the day  of 

next,  pay  into  the  Tremry  of  the  United  States, 

for  the  use  thereof,  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pres- 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  shall,  at  aO  times, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  same,  Se  holden  and  bound  to  make 
a  loan  or  loans  to  the  United  States,  if  required  and 
authorized  by  law,  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not 
exceeding  at  any  one  time  five  millions  of  dollars,  re- 
imbursable at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  and 
at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per 
year:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  8ee- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  make  his  application  io  writ- 
ing to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank, 
for  such  loan  or  loans,  at  least 'three  calendar  months 
prior  to  the  time  when  'such  loan  or  loans  shall  be 
required :  Provided,  also,  That  the  sum  of  two  millioM 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  borrowed 
during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  ai^d  ten,  ahtdl  be  oon- 
sidered  as  part  thereof,  and  that  p^^^fiff^  amouit 
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didl  be  rteqinred  in  tny  qvmrter  of  «  year  then  one 
miUktt  of  dollars :  And pnmded,  further,  Thttt  all  such 
leant  ahall  be  reimbnnable  at  or  beibre  the  expiration 
of  til*  aaid  term  ef—^  years,  unless  it  shall  be  other- 
wise agreed  between  the  said  corporation  and  the 
United  States. 

8BC.4.  And  be  Ufmihifr  enacted.  That,  if  the  said 
President  and  Direetors  shall  on  any  occasion  fail  to 
fmnAd^  any  loan  or  loans,  to  be  required  by  the  United 
8late9,  in  the  manner  hereinbrfore  enacted,  their  oor- 
IMvation  shall  forthwith  be  diasoWed,  and  the  power 
thereof  shell  cease  and  terminate,  anything  in  tius  act,, 
or  in  the  act  hereby  continued  in  force,  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

8sc.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  direct- 
ors chosen  by  the  stockholders  of  the  said  corporation 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  the  present  year, 
and  the  president  imosen  by  the  directors  at  the  first 
meeting  after  such  election,  Bhall  be  capable  "of  serving, 
by  Tirtue  of  such  elections,  until  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  tweWe. 

8kc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act)  en- 
titled  '^  An  act  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stetes,'^  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
Ihtbramxj,  eighteen  hundred  and  sisten,  be  and  l!he  same 
is  hereby  eontinoed  in  feroe  during  the  continuance  of 
the  said  oorporatioii ;  and.  the  same  ^aU  at  all  times 
heteaftor,  and  in  all  respects,  be  deemed  and  tdten-jfco 
aMly  to  the  sAid  cotperatian,  in  the  same  manner  t^Ut 
it  hm  been  deemed  and  taken  to  i^y  to  the  same 
Keretofiwe. 

8m>.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
-dsBt  and  I>ireetors  of  the  said  Bank  sliall,  after  the 
terth  dij  of  March  next,  pay  to  the  United  Stales  em 
inteies^  at  the  rate  of  three  per  centum  per  yearoa  aU 
oums  of  money  above  the  sum  of  — ^-  i)!ii)Iiensaf  doUan^ 
which  ahall  accumulate  to  the  credit  o(  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  in  said  bank,  or  in  the  branches  of  the 

4nme,  and  which  shall  remain  there  for ^ :  PraMtd, 

ll  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
from  time'  to  time,  to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Pre- 
odent  and  Directors,  at  least  — -  days  before  the  tcrih 
4ifi  time  at  which  the  said  interest  shall  begin  to  accrue 
and  be  computed ;  which  notice  in  writing  shall  spe- 
cify the  exact  amount  of  deposite  so  to  remain  for  the 
-whole  yew  as  aforesaid. 

Sae.  8.  And  be  itfufiher  enacted,  That  the  United 
Slotes  shaH  be  authorised,  at  anytime  during  the  con- 
iiMMtftee  of  this  act,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the 
•eaid  eofperataim,  in  smeh  manner  ar  may  be  hereafter 
pteicrihed  by  law^  and  for  which  the  United  Stetes 
shell  be  the  subjcriher,  and  own  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
feeding  in  the  whole  — —  shares^  and  not  exceeding 

in  any  one  year shares:  Provided,  That,  during 

the  time  the  United  States  shall  so  hold  stock  i|i  the 
-said  corporation,  they  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint, 
in  such  n^anner  as  shall  hereafter  be  declared  $y  law, 

a  number  not  exceeding  r  of  the  directors :  And 

pnmded,  alio.  That  the  shares  thus  to  be  subscribed 
and  addlDd,  by  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  shall 

not  be  sold  at  a  price  less  than per  centum  advance 

on  each  share. 

8bc.  9.  And  be  it  further  maeted,.  That  t^  twelfth 
-  section  of  the  before-mentioned  act,  entitled  *<  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  passd  the  second  March,  seventeen  hundred 
md  ninety-one, he  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed* 

8ac.  la  ilni/6edy)fr<Aerefiadeir,.Thatitehallhe 
the  doty  of  the  Presidentand  Directors  ofthe  said  Bank, 


on  or  before  the day  of next,  to  signilV  to 

the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  vrriting,  their 
acceptance,  in  behalf  of  the  said  corporation,  of  the 
terms  and  conditiotas  in  this  act  contained-;  and  if  thsf 
shall  foil  to  do  so^  on  or  before  the  day  above-mentioiied, 
then  this  act  shall  cease  to  be  in  force. 

Mr.  Bassett  said  he  had  a  Cou^titottona!  ob- 
jectioQ  to  the  bill,  and  could  not  by  his  Tote,  sane* 
tioQ  it  in  any  shape.  He  therefore  moyed  that 
the  bill  be  rejected.  He  dfd  Dot  wish  to  diseass 
the  motion* to-day,  but  would  rather  it  should  lie 
over  till  Monday.  He  made  his  motion  now,  to 
enter  his  protest  at  the  threshold  a^inst  the  bill 
on  Conttitutional  grounds.  He  had  hoped  the 
committee,  who  had  the  subject  under  consider* 
ation,  would  hare  submitted  the  question  of  coq- 
stitotionality,  in  some  sha|>e,  before  they  had  (tone 
into  details;  tbnt  not  having  been  the  case,  he 
was  compelled  to  make  this  motion. 

Mr.  BuBWBLL  coDCurred  with  his  colleague  in 
his  objections  to  the  princi^  of  the  bilU  it  was 
his  decided  eonyiction  that  the  Constitution  did 
not  give  tO'Congress  the  power  to  establish  a  Bank 
of  th6  United  BtateSx  This  being  his  impression, 
and  a  most  deliberate  one.  because  he  had  viewed 
th^  etthject  in  eVery  light  he  could,  in  the  stteatioii 
he  occupied  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  he 
could  not  but  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  hill; 
althotigh  he  had  intended  to  move  that  it  should 
take  the  usual  course  of  all  bills.  Itt  thb  whole 
business^  he  said  he  had  been  guided  by  the  in- 
structions of  the  committee.  When  first  the  sub- 
ject had  been  presented  to  the  committee,  he  had 
arged  the  same  objections  as  were  now  stated ; 
but  without  effect.  On  the  details  of  the  bill  the 
committee  bad  differed  very  materially,  and  re* 
porting  it  in  its  preseat  form  was  the  result  of  a 
mutual  neoommodation,  in  order  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  House..  The  Mil  as  now  re- 
piorted,  he  said,  was  very  similar  to  the  one  re- 

Sorted  to  this  House  at  the  last  session;;  it  did^red 
ut  in  two  points,  the  ohe  was,  in  repealing  the 
iSth  section  of  the  act  of  1791,  which  precluded 
the  Qovernment  from  establishing  any  other  bank) 
the  other  In  authorizing  thQ  Chnrernment  to  in- 
crease the  capit%l  and  take  ahares  itself  with  a 
proportionate  direction.  If  the  question  of  re^ 
jeotion  was  put,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for  it,  be-' 
cause  he  could  not  vote  for  the  renewal  either  on 
the  grounds  of  constitqtionalitjr  or  ezpediencf. 
But  be  thought  it  would  be  fair  to  take  up  the 
discussion  at  a  future  day  \  and.  if  a  majority 
should  be  really  of  opinion  that  the  Constitution 
had  giveb  to  Congress  the  poWer  of  establishing 
eor|>orations  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  with- 
out their  consent,  that  thev  might  have  an  oppor> 
tnnfitv  of  making  the  bill  as  favorable  as  tber 
cQuld,  and  guard  against  all  the  abpses  to  which 
such  an  institution  was  liable.  It  was  important 
in  everv  pOint  of  view  that  it  should  be  uecided 
as  speedily  as.possible,  whether  as  it  regarded  the 
people,  the  stockholders^  or  the  pecpuiary  arrange- 
ments of  the  Gbrernmeot  If.  the  gentleman 
would  consent  t6  postpone  the  discussion  of  his 
motion  to  Monday,  it  would  meet  his  approbation. 
Mr.  Bamstt,  complying  with  the  wishes  ef 
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his  frieod,  withdrew  his  motion  for  rt jectioo,  and 
moved  to  postpone. the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  Monday.  One  of  the  great  arguments 
Hsed  in  fa^or  of  toe  renewal  and  a^^inst  the  Con- 
stitutional objeotion,  was  the  acquiesceoee  of  the 
States  in  the  act ;  he  was  desirous  to  reject  this 
bill  before  argupnents  of  an  ac()uiescence  on  the 
part  of  this  House  -could  be  drawn  from  their 
consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  MiTCHrtL  said  he  was  agpinst  the  motioq 
for  postponement ;  tbe  chairman  pf  the  commit- 
tee, be  said,  bad  wejl  expressed  the  reasons  ,wbicb 
had  induced  tbe  committee  to  report  this  bill. 
They  had  been  disposed  to  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore tbe  House,  tbat  it  misbt  1^  tb«re  acted  on 
in  Committee  of  the  whole. House.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Basbbtt,)  who  had 
first  spoken,  had-eipre8;»ed  his  maply  and  honest 
disapprobation  of  the  bill,  and  had  protested 
a|[ainst  it  as  uncoastitutiontl.  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
wished,  after  harin&r  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
the  gentleman  would  hav«  permitted  this  bill  to 
take  tbe  ordinary  course  of  bills.  Tbat  was  tb« 
wish  of  the  committee.  The  bill  cpntained  an 
insulated  section  for  renewing  tbe  charter, »  mo- 
tion to.strike  opt  which  would  giv« ample  scope 
to  debate  on  the  Constitutional  question^ 

Mr.  Ga OLSON  rose  to  make  a  question  of  order, 
whether,  when  objection  wasmade  to  its  passing 
to  a  second  reading,  any  motion  in  relation  to  the 
bill  could  be  received,  unless  to  reject  iu  BeHev<- 
ing  the  bill  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  feeling 
himself  bound  by  his  oath  to  vote  against  it  in 
aH  its  stages,  he  wat  desirous  to  take  a  Tote  on 
rejection. 

Messrs.  Bassbtt,  Gbolsom,  Pitkin,  BQawEix> 
Newton,  and  Sbbffby,  spoke  to  the  question  of 
order. 

The  Spbakbr  decided  that,  when  opposition 
was  made  to  tbe  second  read  ing  of  a  bill,  the  mo- 
tion of  rejection  superseded  every  other  motion, 
except  a  motion  of  adjournodent.  . 
.  Mr.  GflOLsoN  renewed  the  motion  to  rejeot 
thcbUl. 

Mr.  Sheffey  intimated  tbat  as  be  was  not  sat- 
isfied that  it  was  within  the  power  of  CoEigtess 
to  pass  such  a  law,  and  therefore^  wished  the  sub- 
ject discussed,  he  should  vote  against  rejection. 

Mr.  Macon  said  this  was  a  great  question, 
touching  th€  whole  moneyed  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, and  materially  affecting  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  He  was  as  clearly  of  opinion  tbat 
it  was  expedient  to  renew  the  charter,  as  he  was 
that  it  was  unconstitutional.  He  did  not  believe 
the  wisest  men  among  tbem  could  tell  the  evils 
which  would  result  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
bank.  Nothing  J»ot  tbe  most  perfect  convietion 
in  his  own  mind  that  they  had  not  the  power  to 
pass  the  bill  would  compel  him,  when  che  question 
was  put,  to  vote  against  it.  A  decision  ought 
not  to  he  delayed.  They  must  decide  whether 
they  would  ta^e  the  paper  of  the  State  banks  or 
leave  a  power  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  somebody  else — as  great  a  power  almost  as^ 
could  be  given — to  say  what  State  paper  should 
ki  leoeived,  in  payment  pf .  the  revenne,  or  whe- 


ther nothing  but  specie.    He  was  against  uy 
pQstponemeii.t. 

Mr.  SoDTMABD  said,  he  thouffht  it  would  hs 
proper 'to  permit  this  bill  to  take  the  eomoioa 
ccmrae.  He  could  not  see  anything  so  very  eb* 
noxious  in  it  as  to  induce  the  House  to  reject  ic 
He  was  himself  nnfriendly  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter ;  but,  as  the  people  were  mueh  ialer- 
ested,  and  petitions  on  the  aubjieet  have  been  re- 
ceived from  many  respectable  citisens,  it  wis 
their  duty  to  meet  the  ouestion  fairly,  to  give  it 
that  consideration  which  the  importance  of  tbe 
subject  r«qtHred.  His  reason  for  rotiag  agaiost 
the  rejection  was,  that  they  should  meet  the  qtiei-' 
tidn  fairly. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  said,  if  he  was  compelled  togire 
a  decisive  vote,  he  must  vote  for  the  rejection  of 
the  bill.  Nevertheless,  he  was  very  wiliiof  to 
hear  the  subject  discussed,  and  to  receive  light 
on  it.  He  thought  gentlemen  were  too  much  la 
a  hurry.  This  was  a  subject  in  which  tbe  whole 
Union  was  much  interested,  and  ought  to  befaUf 
dbcussed. 

Mr.  Dawboh  said,  that  although  he  believed 
the  bill  unconstitatponal.  he  must  vote  against  re* 
jection,^  because  he  believed  it  flight  to  be  (ally 
diajsoesed. 

14r  Bacon  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  <i 
CoflMitutioaal  grouads;  but  his  mind*  was  aot  lo 
fully  made  up ;  he  bad  not  so  much  coafidMiet 
in  bis  own  infollihtlity,  that  he  would  rejeetiil 
discussion.  He  <rh«uld  therefore  vote  agUMt  rt* 
jebtio0 ;  but  he  hoped  that  this  rote  wouM  net 
be  considered  as  precluding  him  from  vetiif 
against  th«  bill. 

Mr.  SttiLiB  said,  whatever  they  might  xAA' 
mately  dd,  the  question  was  of  too  great  maga^ 
tude  to  be  decided'  without  debate.  It  was  a  rej^ 
spect  doe  to  tbe  interest  which  the  subject  had 
excited  in  the  public  mind  tbat  it  should  take  the 
usual  course  of  business.  He  hoped  theHoase 
would  not  reject  tbe  bill  wKbout  bearing  the  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  it.  B]^  voting  against  re* 
jection,  he  did  not  consider  himself  committed  » 
to  his  future  vote. 

Mr.  WaiQ0T  said,  be  wishad  the  subject  jpoil* 
poned  to  Wednesdav  next.  If  the  «eoiie»J* 
from  Virginia  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  rejection,  it  would  be  a  great  ace<M>' 
modation,  and  give  an  opporttinity  to  exami** 
the  subject.  His  present  impression  was,  tbain^ 
charter  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  GoLOSBOROudti  said,  that  the  vote  oo  tD« 
question  wtfuld  not  be  conclusive  of  anythi"^- 
He  had  been  bappy  that  gentlemen,  in  priocifMe 
opposed  K)  the  bill,  had  declared  that  they  shooia 
vote  against  rejection  because  they  wished  lor 
discussion.  He  hoped  no  gentleman  would  coo* 
sider  himself  committed  by  this  votej  he  cer- 
tainly should  not. 

Mr.  McKbb  said  he  had  not  expected  that  ^ 
great  a  question  as  this  was  to  have  been  ^fr^ 
in  a  few  hours.  He  had  reserved  to  himself  t)>*^ 
.to  exi^mine  difficulties  in  rdation  to  tbe sobjectr 
and,  not  having  done  so,  must  now  for  ihatrt**^ 
vote  against  rejection. 
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Mr.  GuoiMOM  bad  8iip|K>8ed,  that,  as  the  ques* 
tjon  of  eoDatilutioBality  had  been  the  sulyect  of 
disofiasioo  for*  tweotjr  years  past,  erery  ^eotle- 
maa's  miad  was  made  up  on  it ;  but,  seeing;  s<> 
aMuny  featiemea  uafrieadly  to  the  biii  about  to 
rote  agaiast  rejeetioo,  and  findiDg  that  the  ijuee- 
tioa,  wbea  takeo,  would  detcide  npthiog,  he  with- 
drew the- metioa  fb^rejeetioa. 

The  bill  went  to  a  second  readiag  of  course, 
mmd  was-referred  Vot  a  Coounittee  of  the  Whole. 

TERRITORY  OP  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolred  tt»elf  into  a  Coiiamittee  of 
the  Whole  on  th^  bill  for  admitting  i  he  Territof]^ 
of  Orleans  into  the  Union  as  an  independent 
State,  &e.      .  s 

Mr.  Wbbatoh.-^ Whenever  a  bill  is  offered 
for  our  saacitioo,  in  order  that  it  may  become  a 
law,  it  is  proper,  before  we  give  it  sneh  sanction, 
that  we  shoiud  inquire  whether  the  subject  of  it 
is  isach  as  we  have  Constitutional  authority  to 
kigislnte  upon ;  and  if  so,  whether,  from  a  con- 
sideratioa  of  time  and  ^ireutpstaaees,  it  be  ^xpe* 
dietU  ao  to  do. 

It  ap|>ears  to  jae  that  the  biU  now  befere  ns 
la  objeotioaable  on  boih  thes^  grounds,  and.  if  so, 
there  is  a  doable  reason  why  it  should  not  pass. 
▲  lew  momeats  will  be  sufficient  for  the  remaiics 
1  have  to  make  upon  either ;  and,  if  the v  shall 
be  deemed  of  no  consequence,  there  will  oe  this 
ooaaolaxioa.  that  they  will  have  occupied  but  veiy 
titlietime.' 

Th9  subject  of  ikw  bill  is  the  Orleans  Terri- 
lOfy,  »nd  the  object  of  it,  to  form  that  Territory 
into  a  Stale,  the  people  of  which  are  to  be  sub- 
ject lb  the  same  duties,  and  eatiiled  to  the  same 
prtvilMes,  as  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
their  federative  capacity.  It  will  be  observed 
that  oor  Constitution^  by  its  enacting  clause,  was 
ordained  and  establiftbed  for  the  then  United 
States  of  America.  The  United  States  being 
thus  iochnled,  implies  an  exchHion  of  all  others. 
It  maj,  therefore,  be  fairly  conchided  that  those 
that  iramed.this  Gonstitntionf  and  theee  that 
adopted. it,  a^ver  inteaded  that  its  immediate  op^ 
esatioa  ahould  extend  to  any  people  that  did  not 
then,  or  that  should  not  thoHMlCter  be  included 
within  the  Kmits  of  the  United  States ;  that  they 
did  aot  iatend  to  enter  into  a  partnership  of  this 
agrt  without  seme  knowledge  oif  those  that  shonld 
compose  it,  lett  the  improper  conduct  of  -some 
miffht  end  in  the  ruin  of  an.  The  Territory  of 
Ofteans  ceciatnly  Was  tiot  within  the  limits'  of 
the  United  Stales  when  the^Ooosiitntion  wad 
eUabUabed.  .  It  was  known  to  heotherwiae.  The 
people  there  were  foreigners  to  us,  and  subjects 
of  another  Government.  That  it  could  not  have 
been  intended  that  a  he  Coastitniton  should  em- 
brace these  people  and  this  Territory,  may  be 
ti|ned  from  the  extreme  danger  of  carrying  the 
|n^iple  into  operation.  If  We  may  extend  our 
timiu  at  all,  without  the  consent  of  the  people, 
farther  than  what  is  expressed  in  the  Gonstitu- 
tioo,  whq  cap  ^eU  where  will  be  our  ultimate 
bounds,  or  what  number  of  Sutes  we  may  have 
in  the  Union  1  -  Puivhase  and  conqueat  ure  ob* 


jects  of  ambidon.     The  great  Napoleonl  may 
have  more  land  to  sell,  and  Spain  now  possess 
what  she  cannot  retain.    May  we  not,  in  time^ 
have,  the  whole  of  South  Americs,  some  pf  the 
West  India  islands,  and,  possibly,  Great  Britain? 
And  if  S0{  npon  the  same  principle  that  we  form 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  iil to  a  State,  we  may 
form  these  Territories  intcT  as  many  aeparate  - 
States  as  we  please,  and  admit  them  into  the* 
Union  with  all  the  powefs  and  privileges  tba> 
any. of  our  States  naw  posset  and  enjoy.    Thcv 
what  will  become  of  the  Old  United  States;  who^ 
first  entered  into  the  coibpact  contained  in  the 
Constitution,  and  for  whose  benefit  alone  that 
instrument' was  made  and  executed.    Instead  of 
these  new  States  being  annexed  to  us,  we  shall  be 
annexed  to  them,  lose  our  independence,  and 
become  allogetber .subject  to  their  control.    Be^ 
sides,  it  ihay  be  recollected,  that,  when  our  iQde^ 
pendence  and  national  existence  was  acknowl- 
edged by  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  the 
Territory  noW  proposed  to  be  received  into  the 
Uuion  made  no  part  of  the  United  States  so  ac» 
koowledged ;  if^  therefore,  this  be  done,  a  jealousy 
may  be  <:reated  in  thbs^  other-nations,  and^  possi- 
bly, they  may  have  some  reason  to  complain  that, 
in  addition  to  th^  imitnense  increase  vf  popula- 
tion within  our  ancient  limits,  we  should  extend 
our  boundariee  so  far  as  to  include  other'coun- 
tries.    This,  however,  by  those  who  justify  the 
Gk>yernments  of  other  nations  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  prcjects  for  universal  domination,  will  be 
ihou^,  desei^viiuf  of  yery  little  consideration. 
But,  It  may  he  well  questfdned  how  far  the  takioff 
of  position^  that  may  lead  to  War  comports  with 
that  pacific  disposition  which  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  have,  been  so  anxious  to  maintain ; 
and,  whether  the.  obligation  they  have  placed 
themselves  under,  by  adopting  the  Constitution, 
to  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  repub* 
liCftn  form  of  government,  and  to  protect  each  of 
them  against  invasion,  can  be  made  to  extend  to 
the  Orleans  Territory,  or,  whether  tfa^  President 
can  hav€(  any  authority. to  send  our  militia  there 
jto  repeir  any  invasion  or  suppress  any  insurrec- 
tion that  may  happen  there,  are  itiquiries  worth 
some  attention  before  we  pass  this  act*    And 
there  will  be  found  another  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  carrying  the  object  df  it  into  full  effect.    If 
the  people  of  that  Territory  are  admitted  into 
the  Union  aa  a  State,  on  an-equal  footing  with 
any  .of  the  ndw  United  States,  they  will  have  a 
right  to  send  to  our  Legislature  not  only  Kepre-* 
^entatives  in  proportion  to-  their  numbers,  bur, 
also,  two  Senators,  and  the  Constitution  makes  it 
a  necessary  qualification  for^  a  Senator  that  he 
should /have  been  a  citrzep  of  the  United  States 
at  least  nine  year?,  a  period  further  back  than  it 
can  be  pretended  that  any  of  the  people  of  that 
Territory  ever  belonged  to  the  United  States,  un- 
less* they  be  emigrants,  and  have  not,  thereby, 
lost  tjieir  citizenship;    And  a  President  of  the 
United  States  they  never  can  have  from  among 
their  own  people^  unless  he  be  yet  to  be  born,  for 
no  person  except  a  natural  hpm  citizen,  or  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  S^es  at  the  time  of  (hei^dop- 
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tioD  of  the  Constitui'ion,  can  be  eligrible  ta  the 

office  of  President.    But,  it  has  been  said  that 

Congress  have  .already  passed  a  law,  wherein 

Ibey  have  stipulated  v^th  those  people,  that  tbey^ 

Hsfoall  be  formed  into  a  State  when  they  shall 

Jiave  gained  ai^ertain  ntioaber  of  inhabitants.    In 

:answer  to  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  if  it  be 

'•iacorrect  to  promise  to  do  a  wjon^  things  it  is 

nore  incorrect  still  to  doit.    If  thi^bill  beun- 

« constitutional,  so  wa^  that  law« 

But,  in  opposition  to  all  this,  it  will,  undoubt- 
edly, be  said  that  seVeral  new  Stat«»  have  been 
iforined  l>y  Congress  since  the  adontion  of  the 
'  Constitution,  and  that  they  are  well  authorized 
^y  that  instrument.  Tkis  is  admitted.  '^New 
Stpites  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this 
'Union."  But;  if  we  look  into  the  article  where 
this  authority  is  to  be  found,  we  shall  find  it  ap 
piicable  to  the  territories  then  included  within 
'•the  lipiits  of  the  United  States,  or*  to  a  division 
K)f  some  of  tbe'  States  then  already  formed^  be^ 
yond  which,  it  is  believed,  this  authority  has 
never  been  exercised.  The  Old  Confederation 
did  expressly  authorize  the  admission  of  Canada 
into  the  Union,  but  the  present  Constitution  does 
not.  if  such  an  authority  had  been  proposed  to 
have'  been  {[iven  to  Congress  by  it,  perhaps  it 
had  never  been  adopted. 

If:  however,  it  should  be  believed  that  this  bill 
mignt  pass  into  a  law.  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  spirit  and  letter  or  the  Constitution,  it  is  ap^ 
jMrehended  that  the  measure  ti^oold  be  extremely 
impoliUc  and  inexpedient  at  the  present  mbment. 
We  have  not  even,  the  posseasion  of  a  pari  of  the 
country  proposed  to  be  embraced  by  this  bijl,  and 
both  title  and  possession  have  been  disputedv  It 
Li  true  we  have  bought  the  whole  country,  and^ 
dearly  paid  for  it,  but  stilly  if  we  have  not  ti  just 
title,  We  ought  not  to  expect  to  hold  it ;  and  it  is 
now  admitted  to  be  a  subject  of  negotiation.;  and» 
even  if  our  titles  shall  be  found  to  b«  good,  and 
we  gain  a  peaceable  possession,,  still,  if  we  have 
a  right  to  buy  a  thing,  I  know  not  wht  we  may 
not  sell  it.  But,  as  the  expediene^r'  of  this  i()ieas- 
ure  has  been  considered  bf  other  gentlemen,  I 
forbear  to  add  to  the  remarks  I  have  already  n^ade. 
Bifr.  Miller  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
there  were  two  apnlicationa  to  this  ifouse  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  lis  States;  one  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  other  from.the. Or- 
leans Territory.  The  latter  only,  said  he,  is  con- 
templated by  the  bill  before  you.  Neither  of  these 
Territories  nave  the  number  of  inhabitants  rei- 
quired  b]r  laW  to  enable  them  to  demand  their  ad- 
mission mto  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  right.  It 
mavj  therefore,  be  said  with  propriety^  to  be  an 
application  for  a  favor,  goinff  airectly  to  an  ami- 
cable  discussion,  and  which  we  may  grant  or 
refuse  without  running  the  risk  of  breaking  any 
leffal  or  moral  obligation. 

It  has  b^'en  objected  against  the  bill  that  the 
population  of  the  State  proposed  will  nqit  be 
American*  Without  intimating  hoiv  far  this 
consideration  may  have  influence  on  my  mind, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  that  country 
has  been  lately  placed,  I' cannot,  however,  but  re- 


mark that  it  is  natural  for  man  to  carry  his  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  abotft  him.  I  was  bora  ia 
Virginia,  sir,  and  I  have  not  yet  loftt  some  of  my 
Virginia  feelinsrs,  notwithstanding  an  absence  of 
fifteen  years,  and  I  cannot  see  why  wef  shoold 
expect  the  people  of  Orleans  to  act  and  feel  dif- 
ferently ftom  other  people,  more  particularly, 
when  the  French  nation  is  towering  so  far  abore 
the  other  nations  of. the  earth;  they  will  hare 
a  secret  pride  in  their  glory,  they  will  have  some 
Attachments,  to  what  extent  I  cannot  ray;  hot, 
inasmuch,  as  we  know  that  if  we  send  Paddy  to 
Paris,  that  Paddf  he  will  come  back,  the  id«i  is 
certainly  not  unworthy  of  otir  conaideratioo. 
^  The  bill  on  your  table  has  another  objeetioo, 
of  some  weight  with  me,  in  relation  to  its  policf. 
You  propose  to  do  them  a  favor  by  granting  tbem 
an  admission  to  the  Ya^nk  of  other  States  before 
they  can  legally  demahd  it,*  and.  at  the  sane 
time,  you  propose.tefms  beyond  wnich  they  can- 
not go.  This,  sir,  resembles  very  mnch  a  polite 
invitation  te  walk  in,  but  under  an  injunctioa  to 
see  that  your  feet  are  well  cleaned,' and  your  toes 
turned  ouL  It  is  a  niggardly  sort  of  policy  tbit 
I  am  sorry  to  see  engrafted  in  the  bill.  If  yon 
d&iign  to  be  liberal,  be  so;  do  not  destroy  your 
liberality  by  an  oncenerooa  sentiment 

Again,  sir,  there^are  objections  to  tbe  bill,  ai 
presented,  that  reiKlera  it  impossible  for  me  to 
give  it  my  sanction.  It  will  be  seen,  sir^tbat  the 
bill  proposes  to  annex  that  portion  of  We8tFlo^ 
ida  in  dispute  between  this  and  the  Spanish  Gfor- 
ernment  to  the  State  to  be  formed  out  of  theTe^ 
ritory  of  Orleans.  Tbe  President  has  declared 
to  the  world  that  this  portion  pf  the  country,  io 
our  hands,  shall  be  subject  to  mvtaal  arrange- 
menta,  hereafter  to  be  entered  into  betweeo  the 
two  Governments.  But,  once  anaex  it  toa  Sute 
and  the  power  to  negotiate  ceasee.  What  power 
have  we  to  negotiate  about  tbe  territory  of  >Bf 
of  the  States  ?    We  have  none. 

Again,  sir,  I  never  Will  oonaent  that  the  bay  <» 
Mobile  shall  be  annexed  to  any  State  which  in- 
cludes New -Orleans  and  the  mouth  of  the  Uxk»' 
sippi,  unleas,  indeed,  they  are  both  included  n 
the  same  State  with  the  whois  country  aorth,op 
to  the  Tennessee  line« 

If  you  annex  West  Florida  to  the  State  to  W 
composed  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  thef  wiU 
then  posaees  a  narrow  slip  of  the  <ountry,  inc^* 
4ing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  aeacoaat  oi  Orleani, 
(including  the  bay  of  Mobile,)  with  a  most  exta- 
sive  up-counlry,  composed  of  a  great^rt  of  the 
-Mississippi  Territory,  and,  I  may  say,  Tennessee, 
wholly  dependent  on  them,  perhaas,  for  leave  to 
-go  out  into  the  bay,  and,  ceruinly;  for  the  iflf* 
provement  of  its  navisatibn.  Ann  this,  sir,  w 
rendered  more  probable,  a«  we  knoiv  ^^^  fr^ 
mostly  for  their  own  interest.  And,  as  New  W- 
leans,  from  its  preaifnt  population,  will  P*^.fz 
the  councils  of  that  State,  let  me  ask,  «!fi"  " 
will  not  be  their  interest,  as  much  as  possible,  to 
divert  the  trade  and  capital  from  the  Mobile  w 
the  Missisappi?  And  what  aectlriiiy  o*^.T* 
thiM  she  Will  not  do  sol  None;  ww,  from  tae 
nature  of  oor'.Oovemment  can  hiiv%  notte. 
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Upon  the  pkn  I  propotej  from  the  cxteat  of  the 
eottDtry  ptoposed  to-be  annexec),  the  p^pl9  who 
iohsbU  it,  in  thne,  will  hav^e  the  pfepoDderadee, 
9L9d  tbeir  ioterest  will  dictate  th«  proper -course 
to  be  parsned  io  relation  to  tbe  free  pasaage  of 
the  Mobile. 

We  may,  also,  with  mine  certainty,  pronounee 
that  the  popalatioo  of  the  Mississippi,  if  it  is  not 
UQW.  will,  m  a  lew  yieart,  be  the  greatest  etave 
papulation,  in  proportion  to  the  whites,  of  any 
cosntry  in  the  United  States;  Is  it,  then;  of  no 
eoasequenee  to  ha.ve  those  s^tlements  fro  con- 
Bccted  with  others,  coin  posed  of  whites,  as  that 
they  may,  at  all  times,  be  able,  within  the  llmitft 
of  theif  jurisdiction,  to  suppress  insurrections  of 
that  sort  ?  I»  not  this  a  consideration ahat  oaght 
to  be  taken  into  account?'  I^^thefefore,  move 
you,  air,  to  strike  out  ihe  whole  of  the  bill,  from 
the  words  «  a  bill,"  for  the  purpose  of  ios^iug  a 
acetioB,  by  way  of  amendment^  the  effect  of 
wbich  will  be  to  consolidate  both  tbe  TerritoKes 
mto  a  Mgb  State,  whicb  will  inclode  the  whole 
of  the  country  btlon|ring  to  tl^e  United  States. 
east  of  the  Miesimippi,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
TeaaeBaee.  This  plan  wilF  avoid  the  objections 
made  to  the  want*of  numbers,  and  will  gi re,  also, 
aa  Anaericaa  popalation  to  xf\e  State,  if  that 
should  be  desirable  V  and  will,^al80,  avoid  the  dif- 
ficulty tfecasioned  from  the  situation  in  which' 
West  Florida  is  at  this  time  placed. '  To  tbis  plan 
I  can  aee  but  one  objeciion  that  ought  to  have  atiry 
sort  of  infldenee,  ahd  thai,  sir.  existitmore  in  idea 
than  reality.  It  is  to  the  size  of  the  proposed 
State.  I>iTtde  and  subditide  this  eonntf  y  as  you 
will,  their  interests,  in  a  political  point  of  TieW„ 
will  be  the  same.  Their  representation  in  this 
UooaewiH  neither  be  increased  noC  diminished 
by  a  eonaolidatton.  In  the  Seimte,  the  pkn^pro- 
noaed  is  greatly  to^the  advantage  of  the  old  States. 
U  that  HoMe,  they  will  have  but  two  Senators 
instead  jof  four  or  siz^  according  to  the  nuodber  of 
Stattstbat  may  bemade.  ^ 

There  is,  also,  no  legal  dbjectton  to  this  plain. 
The  Treaty  of  1803  wttbr  the  French  Republic, 
only  prorides  for  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
without  recard  to  their  territorial  limits,  and 
there  is  no  Riw  repugnant  to  the  plan. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee  said,  he  was  opposed 
to  and  wnidd  rote  agaiiist  the' proposed  amend* 
mcatf  it  app^redto  him  that  the  design  of  this 
aoieadateBt,  like  others  which  had  been  off(*red, 
was  to  delay  and  (iTrevent  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
At  tbat  time,  it  was  more  than  probable^  the  sute 
of  things  required  more  action  and  less  delay ; 
even  caation  itself  might  exceed  the  limits  of  pro- 
deace  and  sound  understanding.  It  is  denied  that 
Gouffress  have  power  to  alter  the  botiadaries  of 
the  Of  leans  Territory  in  the  manner  contempla- 
ted by  the  proposed  ainendment.  The  Treaty  of 
Ptiis  is  peremptory  on  Hhis  subjeei;  andal- 
tboagh  Coagness  may  ha^  power  to- alter  the 
boundaries  of  tl|e  Territory  of  Orleaiks  as  it  re- 
speeu  itself,  which  at  this  time  irdoubtful,  ther^ 
is  ao  power  to  aUer  them  90  as  to  anne^  part  of 
that  TefHtoty  to  another  territory.  The  third 
article  of  the  T<«aty  of  Paris  has  provided,  tltit 


the  people  of  Louisiana,  th^  is,  the  people  of 
Orleans  Territory,  as  now  formed,  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  and 
admitted,  as  soon  isis' possible,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Coostitutioo,  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantage^i  add  immu* 
nities  of  citizens,  not  by  divisions  and  subdivisions 
which  might  procrastinate  their  admission  for 
fiAy  years  to  come,  not  by  dividing  them  and  an- 
nei^ing  them  in  part  to  another  territory  or  terri- 
tories,' but  by  theiQselres,  undivided,  as  an  integral 
whole.  The'  treaty  alluded  to  is  the  act  of  this 
nation ;  it  is  a  solemn  compact,  mad'e  between 
the  United  States  aild  the  French  Republic ;  it 
is  by  the  Constitution  a  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
irrevocable  and  peremptorily  comrtianding  execu- 
tion in  every  part  tathe  full  extent.  That  treaty 
was  made  on  the  30ih  of  April,  1603,  in  the  sanie 
year  the  people  of  Orleans  Territorv  and  the  en- 
tire Province  of  Loiiipiana  were  sofemjily  deliv- 
ered over. to  the  United  States,  and  from  (hat 
time  to  this,  about  seven  years^  they  have  been 
the  people  of  the- United  States ;  and  it  is  strange, 
woEkderful  strange,'  indeed,  that  attempts  shaH  now 
be  made  to  prevent  those  people  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  those- rights,  aa  vantages,  and  immon-* 
ities,  which  the  French  Republic  secured  to  them 
and  tbe  United  States  have  confirmed  by  ratifi- 
cation of  that  treaty.  The' people  of  Orleans  are 
anxiously  desirous  to  become  a  State^  ^nd,  by  the 
best 'information  had,  their  population .  appears 
sufficient. 

It  .may  be  improper,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  admH  the 
^  people  erf*  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  Slate  into 
the  Uoion,^  without  conditions*  In  that  Territory 
i«  a  great  quantity  of  lands  the  propertyof  the  Uni- 
ted States;^ these  landft  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  -pay  for  io '  the  persons  to  whoin  the 
F.riench  Republic  has  transferred  the  evidence  Of 
the  debt;  and  although,  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  do  not  set  up  any  pretension  of 
claim  to  the  said  lands,  it  nevertheless  is  prudent, 
to  the  end  that  difficnlties  may  be  prevented,  to 
have  a  ooadition  in  the  terms  of  their  admi^ioo; 
that  they  shall  never  interfere  with  the  right  of 
soil^  or  any  measure  Congress  may  deem  proper 
to  adopt,  to  secure  the  title  in  hona  fide  pur- 
chasers. Qeoause  it  is  probable  they  will  have  a 
large  black  population,  and  therefore,  to  prevent 
insurrection,  it  is  jiecessary  to  annex  them  to  the 
upper  country,  to  th^  end,  that  the  Upper  country 
may  defend  them  ia  times  of  such  contemplated 
iUsarrectioh,  is  not  of  force  to  cause  Congress  to 
violate  a  solemn  treaty;  besides  if  such  insurree- 
tix>ir  ever  will  be,  the  upper  couhtry  can  as  well 
defend  them  therefrom,  unconnected  as  connected. 
To  suppress  all  such  insurrections  is  the  business 
of  the  Union,  and.  Congress  have  ample  poWer 
to  Call  out  sufficient  force  from  any  point  of-  the 
United  States  to  suppress  all  such Insurrectipns, 
it  a  sufficisvt  quantity  6f  folly  at  any  timetaay 
exist  to  incite  and  promote  insurrection  against 
the  laws  of  the  Union*.  '  It  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
mueh  less  to  be  draiwn  into  argument,  that  the 
people  of  the  TerHtory  of  Orleans,  when  a  State, 
will  ever  attempt  to  prevent  t^e  MO^eof  Ten- 
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from  passiirg  theior  prodUee  to  the  oeeao 
by  the  way  of  Mobile,  aad  io  so  doing  to  force 
them  to  pass  it  down  the  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leans. The  passage  of  (he  produce  of  TeQoessee 
to  the  ocean  by  way  of  Mobile,  will  b^  as  benefi- 
cii^l  to  the  contemplated  State  of  Orleans,  a^tf  it 

Sissed  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi ;  but  if  the 
tate  of  Orleans  should  ever  attempt  aa  act  of 
such  superlative  dement«tidn.  Iiow  would 'it  be 
ezecu^d  1  Would  it  be'  by  force  or  by  imposi^ 
tion  of  duties?  To  attempt  it  by  force  would  be 
more  than  madness;  to  attempt  it  l)y  imposition 
of  duties  b  out  of  all  reason.  The  8th,  9th, 
and  10th  sections  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
atitution  of  the  United  States  baVc'  amply  pro- 
Tidectaffainst  an  assumption  Qf  power  of  that  na- 
tureJ  What  therefore  nas  been  tnrged  in-  supp(Nrt 
of  the  proposed  amendment*  appears  toi>e  with- 
out found)EitioD.  But,  sit,  the  amendmenrt  pro- 
poses to  form  into  on^  State  all  the  extensive 
country  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  east 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  a  country  j^i-eater  in  ex- 
tent  than  Virginia.  The  had  policy  of  siich  a 
measure  is  soapparent,  that  it  ib  imprqf>er  to  #a8te 
•time  talking  about  it.       ' 

Suffer  me,  sir,'  said  Mr.  fiL.,  io  take  sonie  no- 
tieo  of  what  has  been  said  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of.  this  House  relative  to  the  principles  of  the 
bill*.  We  have  been  told  by  that  geotleVnan  that 
though  States  may.be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
BO  territory  which  did  not  belong  to  the  original 
States  can  be  admitted  to  be  a  State.  I,  said, 
Mr.  R.,  do  solemnly  protest  ^against  this  doctrine, 
a»d  do  deny  its  constitutionality.  Ir .  is  with 
States' as  with  individuab;  if  an  individual,  the 
head  of  a  family,  purchases  a  farm  adjoining 
that  on  which  he  lives  and  resides,  ahd  probably 
acquires  all  the  right  and  titl^  thereto,  will  any 
one  deny-it  to  be  his  ?  Will  any  one  say  that  he 
has  not  power  to  incorporate  it  with  his  former 
firm,  so  that  both  shall  he  One,  or  in  other  words, 
that  purchased  with  the  other  shall  he  but  one? 
It  is  nelieved  no  one  will  say  so.  The  pucchaser, 
sir,  can  do  more;  he  can  place  his  son  or  sons 
thereon,  and  although  so  placed,  and  out  of  their 
father's  house,  they  will  still  remain  belongio<;  to 
the  family.  The  United  States,  a  sovereign, 
boye  power  to  purchase. adjacent  territory.  -If 
air  the  territory  of  Louisiana  ha4  been  vacant 
and  unsettled^  and  citizens  of  the  United  States 
had  from  time  to  time  purchased  lands  therein,' 
and  jsettled  themselves  and  families  thereon,  and 
in  time  became  sufficiently  numerous  to  form  a 
State,  on  the  ratio-  of  representation,  the  Consti- 
totion  of  the  United  Slates  has  fully  provided  io 
thatcase  for  theit  admission  into  the  Union.  If 
they  cannot  be  adnutred  into- the  Union,  will  the 

fentjeman  tell  us  what  he  would  do  with  them? 
ow  he  would  dispose,  of.  them  ?  how  he  would 
govern  or  manage  them  7  He  appears  un  wilUoff 
in  that  case  to  manage  abd  govern  them  united 
in  the  social  bands  of  friendly  union;  it  remain* 
thto  only  for  him  to  govern  them  under  a^  despotic 
rod  of  icon  in  the  haiid  of  vmrelenttng  tyranny 
from  age  to  age.  What  difference  is  thereW 
tween  the  ease  t)f  the  people  ctf  the  Territory  of 


Orleans  as  they  now  are,  and  ^eeaseallodedtA? 
Only  this:  in  place. of  a  waste,  wild,  and  atcel- 
tiyated  territory,  the  United  Stales  obtaiaedia 
an  honest  aini  righfeeits  manner,  wi  thorn  blood 
and  carnage,  a  fruitful,  luxuriant  territory, oot- 
ered  by  a  great  number  of  people,  who,  since  the 
tia^  of  their  being  ceded. to  ^e- United  States, 
have  manifested,  as  much  as  in  their  power; tbdr 
attachoEientand  allegiance,  to  the  United  States; 
and  shall  they  be  the  worse  for  that  7  Thejr 
have  heretofore  told  you,  sir,  «nd  they  new  teU 
you  again  hy  their  memorial  that  they  pledge 
themselves,  and  do:solemoiv  svi^ear  aHegiaoeem 
fideliiy  to  the  nation,  Imd  do  consider  themselra 
a  part  (hereof;  and  shall  not  their  solemn'deda^ 
ation  be  helieved  ?  or  ahaU  a  jaundiced  jealoosf 
forever  preventHhem  Srom  th«  enjoy toent  of  the 
rights,  «d vantages  and  immunities,  so  solemily 
guarantied  to  theft  ?  B«t  if  the  objectioa  of  the 
gentleman  could  at  any  time  heretofore  have  bad 
weight,  it  i)o#  comes  too  late.  The  Untied 
States  have  acted  on  the  treaty;  they  have  en- 
acted  t^o  lawiproviding  TerritorialgovemmeBli 
for  the  people  of  Orleana,  and  they  aresoleaiir 
bound  and  pl«dg^  to  progreap  witli  them  attil 
they  do  admii  them  into  the  Union  on  the  foot' 
ing  of  the  original  Stftea.  I  am  almost  eertaia, 
said  Mr.  R.,  thai  (he  ^enti^ban  who  made  tie 
objection,  olothinj^  himself  with  the  mantle  of 
peace  and  brotherly  lo^Ot  will,  on  more  nttiwjj 
reflectipui  cease  to  press  his  objeetioa,  aad  will 
hold  out  to  the  people  tho  right  hand  of  (eih** 
ship,  aad  say  to  them:  come,  my  brethici:Ve 
,are  all.  of  one  family)  kt  me  embrace  yoo. 

U  has  been  said  by  the  same  g6nU^n«a,if  |oi 
make  these  people  a  State  where  will  tbey  dm 
Senators?  That,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  not  ad  ipqairT 
for  tl|e  coi^iderarion  of  this  HiHise.'  Lettben 
be  a. State,  and  find  Senatorv  how  andjv^ero 
they  can.  The  ^lualifieation  of  Seaalors  it  aot 
to  he  aeeerjMiined  by  this  House.  WW  a  ihef 
ar^  a  State  and  send  Senatom  to  Confree^tbe 
Senate  of  the  United  States  will  judge  of  tbe 
qiMlffications.  .  Here  let  this  jpoint  rest,  aid  ob* 
jectioas  relative  to  the  «enatort»l  order  ceii^ 

The  same  grentleman,  if  I. understood  him ngbtr 
said  if  we  do  go  p.n  this  way  we  majr  t*ke  A« 
West  tndia  islands,  and  even  Qreat- Britain  m- 
self;  and  make  th^m  States;  and  suppose,  said 
Mr.  R.,  that  that  hereafter  shall  he  the  cas^  U  " 
as  reasonable  to  soppoae  that  that  hereafter  oif 
be  so,  as  it  was  pne  thousand  'years  ago  tesif 
pose  that  Great  Britain  would  now  hold  softf* 
eignty  ovef  the  Mogul  Empire.  But,  said  iij* 
R.,  if  it  would. please  the  Almighty  Maker" 
worlds  to  move  the  foundations  of  the  West  w- 
dia  islands,  and  place  them  dose  alongside  of  tbe 
United  States,  I  would  have  no  objection  tolbc 
admission  of  them  as  States  into  the  U'*'^^" 
the  people  thereof  vrere  willing.  And  if  »« 
same  Almighty  Maker  of  worida  would  pl«^ 
by  a  tremendous  con  vtilsion,  to  tear  up  tbeViN 
adamantine  foui)fUtions<»f  the  fast-anfhoredi«| 
of  Britain,  and  to  place  it  in  contact  with  tfts 
United  States,  I  would,  with  all  wiilingne^^* 
my  coaji^nt  to  admit  it  a.&tato  into  4he  *^***» 
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proTnM  tke  people  tbercof  eonsed^ted  tb«retd) 
iiMl  i  would  embrace  tbeco,*  »od  call  them  my 
Mlow-cttizens  aad  brothers  of  the  9ftnie  femilf ; 
bvt  a  boaodleae  ocean,  and  the  destimes  of  aa- 
timif;  forbid  tbe  hope  of  mch  ereots.  It  has 
been'iaid  that  Orleans  U  Tulnerable,  and  there- 
fore 70a  ooghr,  sir^  to  keep  the  ffoverdmdot  in 
your  owa  bands.  I  draw  a  concFiisioa  directly 
contrary.  If  Orleans  be  Yolnerabie,  give  thepeo- 
pU  thereof  e?eryibiog  to  defend ;  they  have 'now' 
I  themsdves;  their  wives  and  children,  fin4  their 
property  only  to  defend ;  give  them-ali  the  rif^hts 
of  ireeaiieQ  and  citiiens^  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
term,  to  defend ;  let  them  haVe  ^wlf-gorerbraent ; 
let  ibem  hare  all  tbe  riffbts  of  citizens;  let  them 
hAY« a ^onsmutioB  andSuite  gofernmeot^aod  a 
eovereignty  to  delend,  and  tMn^  and  t»ot  unlil 
then,  you  will  make  them  warriors  indeed ;  they 
will  then  figbt  for  tbemselfee  and  fbrlfae  United 
States,  if  invaded,  because  they  will  tben  have- 
erervuiiitg  worth  eontending  for,  and  because 
foo  bave  liberally  endowed  thenfr  with  all  thefc 
tbingSy  their  grateftri  hearts  with  irresistible  vigor 
win  stienf  then  their  arms  to  wield  the  sword 
agatosc  tbe  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Tfab  object  of  tbe  bil^is  not  to  tran^  *J^^ 
of  a  Sotte  to  a  foreign  tenntory,  aor  is  it  to  favor 
a  Pren«b  ^uktion  at  the  expense  of  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  i^or  ie  it  the  ohjectoftbe 
bill  to  transfer  to  foreigners  what  has  been -ob* 
talned  by  tbe  blood  of  the  old  States.    Tlte  Ter- 
ritory of^Ojleana  is  not  a  foreign  territory ;  U  is 
a  territory  of- the  United  .States  naade  and  de-, 
dared  to  be  io  by  two  s^emn  laws  of  tbe  Con- 
gvcsa  of  the  United  States,  bottomed  on  the  irrev- 
oosbl^  treaty  of  Paris,    Tbe  population  df  tbe 
Orleans  Territory  is  not  a  Preach  population ; 
wtaterer  that  population  was,  before  tbe  treaty 
alluded  to^  ir  is  aow  and  for  about  seven  years 
past  has  been  a  population  compoeedof  citizens, 
to  a  canain  extent,  of  the  United  States.    Nor  is 
it  tbe  9b|ect  of  tbe  bill  to  transfer  to  foreigners 
what  haa  been  obtained  bv  the  blood  of  the  eld 
Sutes.    The  bill  contemplates  to  make  the  Ter^ 
ritory  of  Orleans  a  Slate ;  the  population  <^  tbfit 
Twntory  is  composed  of  citizens,  to  a  certain 
asteivt,  o^  tbe  Udited  States ;  whatever-  the  bill 
therefore  eoncemplates  to  give,  it  proposes  to  give 
to  eitisem  of  the  United  Sutes.    The  Utiited 
State*  of  America,  with  a  Tast  profusion  ci  pre- 
OMMM  blood,  and  with  a  great  expense,  purchased 
th«  rights  of  freemen,  self-governraeDt  and  inde- 
peadeiMse  to  lhettiselres,-and  therewith  also  the 
i^t  Mid  ability  to  oommontcate  those  sacred 
rights  to  people  of  all  nations,  tongues,  and  kin- 
d^da,  who.  at  any  tin^e,  embodying  themselves 
withia  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws 
thereof,  or  being  inhabitants  of  territories  con- 
tig«oOs  thereto,  tbe  United  States  might  deekn 
psaper,  at  any  time,  the  conseiH  of  all  parties 
ivtaieated  therein  being  peaceably  obtained^  to 
adfl^  as  tbeir  own,  to  embrace  them  as  ^err 
ebturen,  and  to, briiiff  tbeib  wjth  parental, afi^- 
tmm  lata  tbe  boeom  of  the  American  family. 

If  it  coold  be  made  appear  that  the  United 
BiBtoa  wo«ld  beeootM  poorer  of  weaker  bf  giving 


to  the  people  of  Orleans  what  they  reqoest.  there 
would  be  some  reason  to  argae  against  the  biU: 
let  them  be  a  State,  and  the  United  States  will 
be  more  powerful,  becAuse  the  more  numeroos 
an  agreeing  family  is,  the  more  ftowerful  it  i$y 
let  them  be  a  State,  and  they  wHl  be  inore  in<* 
dueed  as  citizens  tb  acquire  wealth  by  industry, 
and  every  increase,  of  their  wealth  will  be  an 
increase  to  that  of  the- United  States* 

Mr.  GnoLSOit  #ai(l  that  the  obsenrations  of  ibe 
gentleaiap  from  North  Carolina  f Mr.  MAOOif) 
had  relidered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  make 
many  of  the  remarks  to  the  cotmnittee  which  ha 
had  intended.  In  no  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  G., 
in  which  this  snbj^t  has  been  considered,  can  I 
perceive  any  reason  fof  adopting  the  aoMod* 
meat  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  tiliLfcEB.)  If  that  gentleman  will  0nly  ad- 
T^rt4o  the  treaty  of  cession  between  Prance  and 
•the  United  States,  and  to  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  porsnant  to. that  treety,  he  wiH  readily 
jdiscover  that  tbe  amendment  he  proposes  cattnt>t 
be  sanctioned  without  a  manifest  violation  ef 
public  faith.  By  the  thi^  article  <^  the  treaty. 
It  f»stip«dated  that  "the  inhabitanu  of  the  ceded 
^  territory  shall  be  ipcorporated  in  the  onion  of 
'  the  United  States,  hnd  admitted  as  soon  as  pos- 
^  sible,  according  to  tbe  pinciples  of  the  Pederal 
^  Constitution,  to  tbo  enjoyment  of  all  the  lishts, 
'advantages,  and  immunttiea 'of  citizens  of  the 

*  United  States.^  On  the  sec^d  of  March,  130$, 
Congress  proceeded  by  an  act  of  legishition  to 
ftri&ithia  engagentent  with  Prance ;  and  accord* 
inffly,  'bv  tM  7th  section  of  that  aetj  provided 
''^tnat  Wnenerer  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  an  ac- 

*  tual  census  or  enthneration*  of  the  inhabitants 
'  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans,  taken  by  jMropefr 
^'anthoritv,  that  4he  niHnber  of  free  inhabitants 
'  included  therein  shall  amount  to  sixty  thousand, 
'  they  shall  thereupoti  be  authorized  to 'form  for 
^  themselves  a  constitution  and  State'  goveri^ 
<  ment.  and  be  admitted  into  tbe  Union  upon  the 

*  footing  of  tbe  original  States,  in  all  respecte 
'whatever,  conformably  to  the  proYisions-m  the 
'  3d  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 
'  tbe  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hon- 
'  dred  and  three,  between  the  United  States  and 
'  the  Prench  Republic."  Nbw  if  to  the  Orleana^ 
Territory  you  add  the  Mississippi  Territory  and 
of  the  two  erect  one  State,  you  evidently  will  not 
oomply  either  with  ypur  stipulations  wi|h  the 
Prencn  Republic,  or  with  your  covenant:to  the 
Orleans  'JCerritory.  Por,  by  these  you  have  agreed 
that  Orleans  shall  beeome  a  State  and  not  part 
of  a  State  only;  and  there  is  n,  wide  and  sub* 

.stantial  distinction  between  incorporating  that 
Territory,  together  with  other  Territories  into  a 
single  Stale,  as  but  a  fractional  part  thereof,  and 
authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  **  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  to  be  adot^itted  iiiito  the  Union 
npon  the  footing  of  the  ori^hial  States."  In  the 
former  case  they  may  possibly  have  no  influence 
whatever  in  appointments  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Liegislkture,  and  all  their  interior  regnlationa 
^y  »H  V  po»fMM||j^be^d|^.^^.he«  by 
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Ml  aseendiDl  population  io  tbe  rematider  of  the 
Stale.  In  the  latter  case  tbeyr  will,  -  of  course, 
have  the  entire  direction  in  regard  to  their  sys- 
tem of  police  and  tireir  State  institutions,  and 
will  moreorer  haye  a  right,  not  participiited  in 
by  any  other  person's,  of  sending  two  Senators  to 
Conipress.  In  fact  they  wiJI  be  a  distinct  Stat^ 
soYcreigiity.  Surely,  then,  there  is  a  great  and 
obvious  difierence  between  what  we  hare  so 
often  promised  these  people,  aud  what  is  now 
pVoposed  f6rthem# 

Bqt  it  is  contended,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbeaton)  .  that  Congress 
have  not  the  CoDstitutu>nai  power  to  .form  a 
Sti^te  of  the 'Territory*  in  (question,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  acquired  by  the  United  States  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Coostltution.  When  to  adjust 
this  difScalty  we  refer  to  that  inetrument,  we 
find  bat  qne  section  on  the  subjeet,  which  is  in 
the  following  words :  ^*  New  Staler  may  be  ad«- 
'  mitted  by  the  Congress  into  thi^f  Union,  but.no 
'  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the 
'  inrisdiction  of  ai^y  other  State  |  nor  aiiy  Slate 
^  oe  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 
^or  jMirts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
'  Legislatures  of  the  States  eoncerned  as  well  as 
^  of  Congress."  In  this  delegation  of  power  I 
can  ])erceite  noticing.  |o  wari;anc  the  inference 
that  it  18  confined  to  such  territory  only  as  the 
tJnited  States  then  posses8e(|,  or  that  it  exclude 
the  incorporation  ipto  the  Union  of  subsequent 
acquisitions.  Indeed  thi^  is  altogether  a  noTel 
doctrine,  and  all  the  intetpretations  of  the  Oon- 
slitation  ha««  been  contrary  to  it.  Upon  ezaip- 
ination,  I  presume  it  would  prove  too  much  evei^ 
for  its  advocate*  For,  if  thex^onstruction  insisted 
on  woukl  exclude  Orleans  from  the  Union,  it 
would  likewise^xclude  the  Missif^sippi  Territory, 
ejnce  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former  was  ac- 
quired by  {he  United  States  posterior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  aiui  the  gentleman 
has  not  applied  bis  doctrine  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  nor  -will  it,  I  imagine,  be  aMen^pted 
to  be  shown  that  the  Mississippi  is  to  be  shut  out 
of  the  Union,  contrary  to  our  engagements  to 
Georgia,  when  she  ceded  to  the  United  States 
that  Territory.  The  gentleman  himself  will, 
pjerhaps,  abatidDa  this  ground  upon  a  better  con- 
sideration of  it. 

It  has  been  with  extreme  regret,  «ir,  that  I  have 
beard  so  often,  and  upon  so  many  former  occa- 
sions, as  weri  as  ii|  the  present  debate,  the  chariges 
of  French  influence  and  disafecfion  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, made  either  in  express  terms,  or  eke 
intelligibly  insinuated,  against  the  ])eopleof  New 
Orleans.  Suffer  me  to  ask;  sir,  where  are  the 
evidences. to  support  these  imputations?  Cer- 
tainly not  before  this  House.  Geotlepaen  may 
have  receiv.ed  from  extraneous  sources  such  inl- 
pressions  on  their  own  minds.  But  if  we  exam- 
ine the  history  of  these  people  since  their  con- 
nexion with  U).  abuiidant  testimony  will  be 
found,  not  only  to  exonerate  them  ftom  the 
chaige  jo(  disaffection,  but  to  demonstrate  thei^ 
fidelity  to  the  Amerrdan  Government.  When 
on  the  acquisition  of  that  country  the  most  racfi- ' 


cal  iaaovatiotM  upon  iu  laws^  customs,  asi^cs, 
afid  civil  proceeding  were  introduced,  these  ^ 
pie  peaceably  submitted  Ivithout  any  symptom 
of  insurgency.  When  they  saw  many  of  their 
dearest  rights  endangered  or  prostriOed  by  new 
and  unpreeedenled  modes  of  judicial  proceeding, 
and  by  the  chicanery  of  desperate  adveniarers, 
they  made  hb  unlawful  appeals  for  redrest. 
When  their  port  of  entry  was  most  unwarrait- 
abfy  wrested  from  them  and  delivered  into  the 
possession  of  alt  individual^  they  awaited  the 
ordinary  process  of  law  to  be  reinstated  io  tbtt 
use  of  it  which  nature  had  decreed  for  thew,  ani 
of  which  they  could  by  no  earthly  power  be 
rightfully  deprived.  And  when,  in  noe,  fpor 
very  borders  were  invaded  tbey^  as  fatthfal  citi- 
zens, were  ready  to  defend  them. 

It  is  to  aets  like  these  that  I  would  refer  to  de- 
cide the  question  whether  the  people  of  OriesM 
are  disaff«oted  to  this  nation. 

Mr.  Bibb  conceived  that  the  House  could  pot 
adopt  such  an  amendment  as  that  propc»sed,  wit^ 
out  the  consent  of  Gkorm;  for  without  her  co«- 
sent,  they  could  not  make  an  addition  to  ordtri* 
sloti  of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Itwastroe, 
hesaid,  t^t  he  had  on  a  fomrier  day  proposed  to 
make  an  addition  of  territory  to  the  Missinipp 
Territory,  hot  it  was  only  during  such  time  ss  it 
should  remain  a  Territory.  To  this  there  eoBld 
ie  no  objection,  as  there  was  no  prohibition  toit 
in  th*  compact.  It  had  beeti  his  intention,  tfwe 
House  had  thott|^  propertaftanctionhiimonoii, 
to  have  made  a  proposition  to  the  State  of  CkM^ 
gia  to  •  admk  4hat  territory  ^o  be  iooorp(Wted 
with  the  Mississippi.  The  amendroeat  ikowof* 
fered  'evidently  proposed  a  riolatioo  ojf  the  eon- 
pact  with  Georgia.  ,    ^ 

Mr.  Macon  said  this  bill  had  ««kea  Ir^J 
curious  course.  The  principle  and  <^^j^^ 
both  been  attacked;  and  yet  no  proposal  bad  bees 
made  to  try  wh«iHer  t)\e  Rouse  would  leaiwW 
on  the  sttbjeot.  He  had  proposed  an  «te«"*^.^' 
to  do  away  Sfune  of  the  objections  to  the  df^f 
but  instead  of  being  allowed  to  amend  theWH. 
th^  House  were  met  by  a  Con«titBliof|al  wgj* 
tion,  from  the  gentleman  from  Massaehinw' 
(Mir.  WaaATON)  to  the  power  Of  Ooug^J^ 
make  a  State..  If  this  objection  was  good,  Mr. 
M.  saddfte  admitted. the  hill  ought  not  to  p^ 
for,  Mr;  iVL  said,  on  this  point  he  cooW  Botapee 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennewee,  that  \>^^^^ 
II  treaty  had  been  made  in  relation  to  it,  it  wtf 
too  late  to  object  to,  the  constitutionality*  '^ 
M.  said  Bo;  it  was  never  too  late  to  retufn  to  Uie 
Constitution-  If  the  article  of  the  Constltatioih 
however,,  ^d  not  mean  that  Congress  migpt**' 
Sutes  out  of  new  territories,  what  did  it mesj* 
There  was  no  occasion  for  it  in  elation  to  w« 
did  territories  ^for  the  ordioanee  of  the  ^l"*;^ 
gress  had  secured  to  them  the  right;  and  ^^^ 
ordinances  were  as  binding  as  the  ^'***^**^?!L 
Congress  had  entered  into.  The  <^**^8*?U3v 
form'  of  Goverjiment  did  not  affect  JUtliooai  ow- 
gations.  The  right  to  become  S^'^^^'n^ 
which  Congress  could  not  take  from  the  old  tw- 
ritories.    The  right  of  oreating  Sutes  oat  o«  ••• 
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qslrecl  territories,  wme  one  wliieb  he  bad  alwajrs 
eoBten^ed  for ;  aad  k  had  been  stated  bf  at  least 
ooe  of  those  who  formed  the  Constitiitioa,  that 
this  article  bad  refereaee  to  Canadav  ^^  New  States 
OMiy  be  admitted  kj  the  Congress  into  the  Udiod." 
At  the  time  this  proTision  was  made,  Florida 
«Bd  Lo'uisiaiia  were  not  thought  of.  Canada 
was  the  territory  kept,  iti  yie#.  Much,  sir,  said 
Mr.  M.,  as  the  United  States  wanted  the  soathern 
I  eoootrjri  >Dd  great  as  is  the  conTenience  of  pos- 
,  aessiag  it,  I  nei^er  would  have  consented  to  have 
,  taken  it  to  have  kept  them  in  Territorial  govem- 
meat  forever.  I  do  not  want  provinces.  lam 
,  extremelf  sorrf ,  sir,  that  whenever  this  subject 
IB  agitated,  we  are  met  by  the  objection  that 
these  people  are  of  French  descent.  I  have  be- 
fore expressed  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  it 
is  needless  to  repeat  .it;  but  if  gentlemen  wish 
them  to/^come  our  brethren  in  reality,  make 
them  on?  equals;  ai&t  just  to  Wards  them.  Do 
anto  them  as  you  woufd  they  should  do  anto 
yoo,  aad  make  them  your  friends.  I  know  an 
opiaion  is  enlertaiaed  that  only  those  who  are 
of  the  favored  race  can  be  iree.  I  know,  sirf 
that  th«  English  nation  has  been  freer  than  any 
other;  bat  the  time  has  been  that  Holland  Bwe-, 
den,  and  others,  have  been  free— power,  however, 
overcame  ri|;ht,  and  the  people  lost  their  liberties. 
I  cannot  consider  it  any  question  for  our  con- 
sideration, who  shall  be  their  Senators  and  who 
their  Representatives.  They  have  had  some 
time  a  delegate,  and  will  find  delegates  in  the 
Senate  as  well  as  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tenoessee  need  not  to  have  referred  to  the  dis- 

eute  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Delaware, 
pcame  the  Constitution  has  jmt  an  etii  to  these 
aperees  of  strife;  Ft  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Orleans 
Territory  is  a  slave  countrv,  aod  I  Would  be  glad 
if  they  coold  ^et  clear  of  tnem;  bat  that  does  not 
at  all  affect  this  question. 

The  present  situation  of  Mobile  and  Orleans  is 
the  reas6q  why  I  want  some  alteration  in  the  bill 
I  would' rather  not  have  them  under  the  same 
Gkrvernmeot.  1  have  endeavored  to  asdertaio 
the  present  population  of  the  Orleans  Territory, 
so  ealled.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  those  well  informed  on  the  sabjeof,  from 
45  to  55,000.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  per- 
mit ^bem  to  try  the  question  on  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  ascertain  whether  the  House  would 
do  aoy thing,  with  it  or  not. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTEB  observed  that  the  propotitloQ 
of  the  gentleman' from  Tennessee  for  incorpora- 
ting the  present  Mississippi  Territory  with  West 
Florida  hnd  the  Island  of  Orleans,  to  th^  sea, 
with  a  view  to  form  of  the  whole  oae  State,  did 
act  meet  his  approbation.  From  the  Tennessee 
line,  which  would  be  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State,  to  the  eonduence  of  the  Mississippi 
with  the  bay  of  Mexico,  is  a  disti^nce  of  from 
ei^bt  hundred  to  a  thousand  miles,  in  the  nearest 
direction,  and  following  the  meanders  of  the 
river  nor  less  in  my  opinion  than  twelve  hundred 
miles.  Taking  the  distance  generallv  from  the 
Miasisiippi  to  the  Georgia  line,  I  should  judge  it 


to  be  about  five  h)aa'dred  miles,  and  from  the 
northernmost  point  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia  lo 
the  junction  of  the  Chatahoochee  with,  the  sea, 
cannot  be  far  short  of  a  thousand  miles.  This 
vast  tract  of  country*  in  iny  humble  conception, 
is  te^o  extensive  for  the  purpose  of  local  Stat^ 
government.  Indeed,  sir,  it  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected, over  such  an  immense  territory,  inteir- 
spersed-  with  num«roiis  tr^beis  of  Indians,  that 
even  the  Executive  functionaries  of  Qovemmeat 
could  be  able  to  perform  their  -duty  in  the  exe- 
cution of  theii;  laws. 

That  geographical  limits,  other  than  those 
which  now  divide  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi 
"i^erritories.  might  be  designated,  to  comport  more 
with  the/  iutiire  conveatence  and  prosperity  of 
the  countrv,  cannot  be  denied.  I  would  suggest 
for  the  reflection  of  gentlemen  who  have  to  act 
on  this  subject,  the  ppediency  of  making  the 
great  river  Mississippi  the  high  road  between  the 
J&ascern  and  Western  States,  to  beformad  on  its 
waters ;  that  no  one  State  should  possess  both 
banks  of  that  river.  la  that  event  to  commence 
on  the  eastera  shore  at  the  mouth 'of  the  Yazoo, 
in  latitude  32. 30  ;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
head-waters  of  the  ChatahoocW,  thence  to  the 
sea,  and  along  the  coast,  ina  southwestern  direc- 
tion, to  Lake  Barrataria,  thence  up  the  Chafalaga 
to  ks  junction  with  the  Mississippi,  and  thence 
up  xhat  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ya/oo.  This 
tractof  country  would  include  about  three  de- 
grees df  latitude;  it  would  eomttine'ali  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
cept the  county  of  Madison,  which  could  be  dis^ 
posed  of  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  herea^ 
ter  direct;  There  are  various  political  considera- 
tions which  operate  in  favor  of  the  formation  of 
such  a  States  The  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  are  petitiooing  to  become  an  independent 
fttate,  and  I  for  one  hope  the  prayer  of  their  pj^ 
tition  will  in  substance  be  granted.^  It  is  said 
that  the  French,  population  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  are  unl'riendly  to  the  American  Qovern- 
meat.  That  tiiev'have  strong  prejudices  in  favcnr 
of  France.  AUhotigh,  sir,  I  do  net  attach  so 
much  importance  to  that  eirtumstance  as  some 
gentlemen  do,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  French 
emigrants  in  Louisiana  feed  an  attodnaent  to  their 
native  country.  1  do  not  blush  to  say  that  Were 
I  in  France,  or  in  any  other  foreign  country,  I 
could  never  forget  that  I  was  horn  an  Atberican 
citizen.  I  could  never  relinquish  my  attachn^ents 
to  the  land  of  freedom,  in  which  I  inhaled  my 
first  breath.  Judging,  tberefdre,  of  the  feelings 
of  others^  ^t^y  own,  I  cannot  doubt  that  many 
influential  French  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans 
entertain  a  predilection  for  the  country  which 
gave  them  birth.  But,  sir,  #lthia  the  limits 
which  I  have  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee,  there  is  an.  American  population 
at  Idast  sufficient  to  neutralize  every  exotic  pre- 
judice which  may  exist  in  New  Orleans;  A  peo- 
ple whose  origin,  whose  feelings  ^and  principles 
are  American,  and  who  are  prepared  to  rally 
around  the  standard  of  the  Constitntioti,  in  every 
s^eae  of  difficulty  and  of  danger* 
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There  ii  aiother  ooiifideration  wtridb  b«s 
weight  OB  my  miod,  it  faver  of  soeh  a  division 
of  these.  Territories.  The  State  to  be  formed 
would  command  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
and  Mobile  rivers— the  great  outlets  ta  the  com- 
merce of  the  western  portion  of  the  United  States. 
It  would  be  sufiiciently  extensive  to  contain  a 
population  of  one  million  of  inhabitants. 

The  variety  of  climate  and  soil  which  it  con- 
tains affords  a  sure  basts  on  which  to  predict  the 
rapid  incvease  of  its  physical  strength.  We  mfght, 
therefore,  at  some  future  day^  not  far  distaal,  relv 
with  confidence  on  the  internal  resources  of  suen 
a  State,  for  the  defence  of  these  important  posi- 
tions against  the  sudden  incursions  of  a  foreign 
force.  The  deep  interest  which  the  people  re- 
siding on  these  v^ien  must  feel,  in  preserving  a 
commOnieation  with  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
.stimulate  them  to  repd  at  every  hazard  an  at- 
tempt to  disturb  that  ititfrcourse.  A  jk>werfdl 
State  on  the  southern  seacoast  of  the  Uhitetl 
States  is  an  ob^t  of  great  magnitude  in  perpet- 
uating the  Union,  which,  for  the  happiness  of 
the  great' American  family,  ought  never  to  be  dis- 
solved. I  have,  sir,  thrown  out  these  hasty  hints 
that  gen^emen  may  improve  them  if  they  should 
be  deemed  of  sufl&eieot  value  to  merit  considera- 
tion. So  far  AB  the  people^  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  on  this  floor,  are  concerned  in 
any  projposition  which  may  be- made 'relative  to 
a  partition  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Mississrppi,  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  I  ask  for  them  those 
rights  and  privileges  only  which  belong  to  an  in-* 
de|)endent  commonwealth,  with  the  boundarite 
whtoh  are '  prescribed  by  (he  articles  of  cession 
and  agreement  between  the  Ignited  States  and 
Oedrgia.  I  seek  not  to  dismember  neighboring 
territory,  to  give^  an  additiotfal  number,  of  acres 
to  that  whien  I  represent;  we  are  -  already  suffi- 
ciently voluminous  in  that  particular.  But  if^ 
from  a  full  view  of  the  subjectj^any  change  in 
-the  present  limits  should  be  thought  con<kicive 
to  general  convenience,  and  compatible  with 
eound  policy,  those  which  I  have  mentioned  ap- 
pear to  me  most  likely  to  produce  those  desirable 
results.  With  these  impressions,  I  fbel  It  my 
duty  to  resist  the  ametidmefit  which  has  be^n, 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gemleman  from  Ten- 
nessee^ 

Mr.  Miller's  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 


SATtJHDAy,  January  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SfiYBEax,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  nrovide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
books  which  belong  to  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Mr.SEVBERT,  Mr.  Clumcy,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were 
Jippoiotedth^e  committee. 

Mr«  Q^uiNCY  preseqted  the  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  and  others  of  Boston,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  stating,  that  before  they  had  been 
apprized  of  the  revival  of  the  jion-intercourse  as 
respects  Great  Britain,. they  had  sent  orders  to 
England  and  Ireland  for  merchandise;  that,  be- 
fore the  news  conid  reach  fiaglandf  their  vesaels 


would  bave  sailed ;  and  praying  that  a  fnrtlMr 
tor  them  to  reach 


time  might  be  allowed 

country,  unaffected  by  that  Uw.*-Referred  to  tin 

Goitimittee  on  Foreign  Relatioas. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt  "presented  a  petition  from  oiift- 
dry  merchants,  manufacturers,  meehaniea,  lA- 
ders,  and  other  iifhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  |>fit7- 
iog  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tie 
United  States.-^Ordeted  to.lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  JdoMTqoikCBV,  that  he 
hod  some  communications  to  make  to  the  House, 
which  in  his  opinion  required  secrecy,  the  dooca 
were  closed;  and  having  remained  so  for  some 
time,  were  opened;  when  the  House  adjourned. 


MoifOAY,  January  7. 

'  Mr.  Jbn NiNOS  presented  a  petition  of  the  Jjt- 
gisl^tive  Council  and  House  of  Represeniativoa 
of  the  Indiana  T^errltory,  praying  for  permissioa 
to  locate  a  certain  quantity  of  the  public  kiads 
lyin^  on  the  mfiin  fork  of  White  river,  to  be  ee- 
tablished  as  th«  p^maneht  seat  of  GovorjHiieiit 
in  said  Territory ;  the  Indian  title  to  whichiaods 
has  been  extii^puished  by  (he  Treaty  of  Fovt 
Wayne.— -Referred  to  the  Ck>mmiuee  On  the  Ptih- 
lic  Lands. 

Mr«  Setbert  presented  petijtions  of  sundry  met- 
dbants,  maDufaeturera,  mechanics,  and  traders^  of 
tne  citjr  of  Philadelphia,  praying. the  renewal  Of 
the  United  States'  Bank  pharter.— Ordered  to  lie 
'00  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  a  bill  to  ioeorporaCe 
the  subscribers  to  the  FarnMrs'  Bank  of  Aiexam- 
dria  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  neit. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Compiiueeon  thaPoh- 
lic  Lands,'  i^ade  a  report  on  the  expediency  of 
laying  out  and  making  the  roads  desiffoatea  ia, 
aad  providing  for  the  disposal  of  thelands  ac- 
quired byi  the  Treaty  of  Brownstowji,^io  ourav- 
ance  of  a  resolution  of  the  sevcAteemh  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained concurrea  in  by  the  HoMse,  as  £olloars: 

JR^iolvtdf  That  provision  oug^i  to  be  made, by 
law,  (or  laying  out  and  making  the  road^  desig- 
nated by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstowi),  and  that 
Kovision  be -made  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
ods  acquired  by  the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That' a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursoiat 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Commitiae 
on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  aad  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Morrow,  frqm  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a.  bill  for.  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervio, 
William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samruel  Mima, 
Joseph  Wilson,  «nd  the  Baptist  Church  at  Salem 
Meeting  House,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
which  was  read  twice,  and. com  mi  tied  to  a  Com- 
mitCee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  holding 
the  district  courts  in'^he  district  gf  North  Caro- 
lina was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  M1I4NOR,  from  the  committee  appoint^ 
on  the  twenty-ifottrth  ultimo,  on  the  peu(ion  oi 
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ThooMs  C«iiipbell,  nui^e  a  report ;  wbich  was 
mul,  ftod  referred  to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole 
•a  Thoradaf  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows :     . 

That  it  flfpeais  to  your  comniittee,  that,  Captaiii 
Cacm|kbell  was  a  brare  and  meritoriOiMi  otiicer ;  that  he 
eerred  fcithfhlly  daring  the  whole  t)f  the  Ravolationa^ 
rj  war;  that,  in  the  course  of 'that  se^esi,  he  was  Te» 
peatedlj  and  -sererely  wounded ;  that  those  woonds 
KaTs  liot  only  rendered  hhn  unable  to  gain  a  livelihood, 
br  msnnal  labor,  hot  hare  rendered  his  Gfe  a  continu- 
•a  scene  of  suffering,  and  have  subjected  hil£i  to  re- 
peated and  hesTy  expenses.  The  petitioner  further 
states,  that  he  has  a  wife  and  five  children  to  provide 
lor ;  and  that,  owing  to  his  debility,  ahd  the  heavy  ex- 
penses to  which  he  has  been  subjected  in  consequence 
of  his  wounds,  he  finds  it  difficult  to  provide  a  stjibsist- 
eiice  for  Ihem.  Under  theae  circumstances,  the  peti-. 
ticmer  iprayi  that  the'  bounty  and  munificence  of  his 
oovrntrymay  he  extended  toward  him,  so  as  to  render 
Che  declhie  of  a  Hie,  whidi  has  been  devoted  to. the 
eerviee  of  his  country,  more  eomlbrtable  than  it  wiU 
Mlicrwise  be.  ' 

To«r  eonnnittee  conceive,  th|it  the*  heroes  of  the 
Reeohitien,  who  noUy  stepped  forward  and  expended 
Aeir  bloOd,  and  sacrificed  their  hesihh,  in  defending 
fhehr  country's  rights,  hav^  a  strong  daim  upon  the 
iaatice  and  liberality  of  the  (Government ;  and  they 
hefieTO  few  eases  can  arise  6x£libittng  a  stronger  claim 
than  that  of  the  petitioner,  when  we  consider  £e  length . 
and  eeverity  of  his  sufferings,  and  the  heavy  expenses 
to  whtdi  they  have  subjected  him.  Under  ^ese  im- 
preseions,  the  fo^owing  resolution  is  submitted  to  the 
eoDoideration  of  the  Housed 

Resphedj  l%at  the  sum  of  -^-^  doHars  be  granted- 
to  Captain  Thomas  Campbell,  in  consideratk>n  of  the 
lieavy  expenses  to  inrhich  lie  has  been  subjected,  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds  received  while  in  thd  service  of 
Ms  oounffy  IB  tiie  Revohitionary  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  fiffoNTQOMERT,  the  dooca 
were  then  closed. 


TuESQAt,  January  8, 
Th«  House  sat  during  the  whole  of  this  day 
wtOi  closed  doors.    ^ 


Wedhcbdat,  January  9. 
Tlie  SrsacsR  iaid  beFore' the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  prepared  ia 
ohedietoee  lo  a  reaolution  of  the  sereoteei^  ul- 
tiaKvreapeotiog  nniafd'ul  fioctlemeftts  on  pubiie 
kadoi  which  was  read}  a  ad  referred  to  the  Comt 
BiUoe  on  the  Pabtie  C»aiids. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inlWaied  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolucipa  for  the 
appoitttmeat  of  a  joint  committee  to  have  the 
application  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
lawchaae  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Codgress ; 
to  which  theyv  desire  tt^  coneurreoce  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Root  from  the  Commit^  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Peter  Audrain,  ac- 
eompaaied  with  a  report;  which  were  read,  and 
thebiH  was  read  the  second  time,aud  committed 
to  a  Commirtee  of  the  Whole  fo-morrow. 
Mr.  MiTc^iLL  presented  a  petition  of  the  Priea^ 


ident  abd  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ne^  York, 
praying  the  renewal  of  the  ehartejr  of'  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  frotn  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  coramunicatinga  report  of  the 
Director'of  the  Mint^  of  the  operations  of  that 
establishment  during  the  last  year. 

About  two  o'clockv  Mr.  Burwell  dioved  the 
orde^  of  the  day,  on  the  hiU  continuing  in  force 
the  act  incorporating  ;he  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  which,  was  not  agreed  to — 
ayes  55,  noes  60.  , 

.  CdWARD  C.  BilOWN. 

Mr.  Root  mude  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Edward  €J.  Bro#n,  that,  being  barred  by  )he 
atatitfe  of  limitations,  the  committee  teeommend 
that  the  pjrayer  qC  the  petition  be  not  granted^ 

A  motioa  was  majde  by  Mr.  Qou>y  that  it 
should  be  secomimtted/to  the  Committee  of 
Cialrna,  with  instructions  to  make  a  detailed- tft* 
port  on  the -merits  of  (he  petition. 

In  the  course  of  tjie  discussion  of  this  motion, 
the  ezpedienc/  of  the  act  pf  limitation  was  fully 
debated,  a&d  also  the  question  which  has  so  fre- 
quently and  diffusely  beea  debated  in  the  Ho^ae, 
whether  it  was  proper  in  any  caae  whatever  to 
make  ^oeptions  to  the  operalioo  of  the  act  of 
limitation.  In  this  afgomest,  the  expediency  of 
the  indiscriminate  operation  of  the  limitation  aal 
was  supported  by  Messrs^  Root,  SBnLiE,.and 
MacoTf,  and  the  contrary  opinion  maintained 
by  Messrs.  Pickman,  Lewis,  Gold,  Wriqut, 
Dbsba,  GoLDSBORouGfi,  and  Gholsqn. 

The  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  a  recom- 
roltment  and  of  course  incidentally  against  the 
operation-  of  the  statute  to  bar  all  claims^-for 
recommitment  07^  against  it  49,  as  follows:  , 
^  YaAS^Joseph  AUea*  L^uel  J.  Abten,  William 
AadersoB/ WiUidiB  T.  Barry,  Al^ah  Bigelow,  Jamas 
Bvackaandgey  iohtt  C  Chainherlaiii«  Bpaphreditus 
Qkuunm^  Mftm  Chitteadea,  Matthew  CIm,  Wil* 
ham  Gbrawlbrd,  Mm  Davenport,  Jr.,  John  DawsoQ* 
Jeaeph  Beeha,  William  £ly,  James  Btnatt,  John  W. 
ISppes;  Band  8.  Qarland,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Charles 
GoUsboioagh^  Thomas  R.  Gold»  WUHam  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A-  HaTOA,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HoUaad, 
Jonathan  H^  Hubbard,  Ebeneser  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  ir.^  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Herman  Kziickerhacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  LiTingoten,  Jo|in  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Samuel 
MoKeo,  William  McKinlsy,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WU- 
liam  MUnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jon^an  0.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newton,  Jose^  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  EUtha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  C^uincy, 
Samael  RinggoM,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George 
9mith,  John  &mith,  Samuel  Sinith,  Henry  Southard, 
iJames  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samael  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallroadge,  John  Thomp* 
son,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  ArchihaU  Van  Horn,  KiUian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  James  Wilson, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  and  .Robert  Wright. 

Nats-^WIIKs  Alston,  jr.,  Eiekiel  Baeon,  David 
Bard,  WilHam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
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Wittiam  A.  BurweH^  Willitm  Botltr,  Jcweph  Calhoim, 
James  Cochran,  Richard  Cntto,  William  Findley^  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Me|9hack  Frankin,  BarzUIai  Grannett,  Edwin 
Gray,  WiUiatt  Helins,  Jacob  Hiifty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  Mcktm, 
SamuelL.  Mitchill,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford)  Thomas  Newhold,  John  Nichdl- 
son,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
jfohn  Roane,  Erastu^Root,  Eben^zer  Sage,  Thomas 
Qammotis,  John  A.  Scbdder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybeirt,  damuel  Shaw,  Johb  Smilie,  Richard  Stan- 
.ibrd,  Jdin  Stanley,  Uri  Trticy,  Chacles  ■  Turner^  jun., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  ^nd  Richard  Winn. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Calboun  be  appointed  of 

the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelations/in  the  place 

of  Mr.  Taylor,  who  has  resigMd  K\9  seat.in  this 

House.  ,  - 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. . 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTEH  from  the  «ommt(tee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resotution  of  theJ^loase  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  inqqire  into,  the  expediency  of  ad" 
mittiog  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  the  Vmou, 
as  a  separate  i^od  intiepeiideBt  State,  made  the 
following  report : 

That  there  has  existed,  within  the  Territory  afore* 
said,  a  teibpofory  government  similar  to  that  preycrib- 
ed  by  the  ordinance  far  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
riTer  Ohio,  since  the  serenth  day  of'  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  liinety  «i^ht ;  and,  akhongh 
the  wkdom  of  Congress  has  been  displayed  in  vtrione 
modifications  of  that  ordinance^  it  has  never -ce«ied  t^ 
contain  principles  incompatible  with  th4  rights  of  free- 
uen>,  The  Bzecutive,  who  is  frequently  a  total  stran- 
ger to  the  iocal.circumstances  of  thet  country,  possesses 
an  unlimited  veto  on  all  laws  passed  by  the  Represent- 
ative branch  of  thci  IfCgislature.  ^  In  addition  toWhich, 
he  is  clothed  with  the  odious  auUiority  to  prorogue  and 
dissolve  the  General  Assembly,  and  thereby  prostrate 
all  power  within  the  Territory  to  regulate  Its  local  acid 
municipal  concerns ;  these  high  prerogatives  emanat- 
ing firom,  and  fit  dniy  to  belong  ^  kings  and  despots,  may 
be  exercised  at  the  discretion  ofi  the  Go^ernor^  who  is  not 
even  required  to  ^assign  a  reason  an  which  the  act  is 
founded.  The  only  security,  which  the  peofileover  whom 
tS^s  form  of  government  k  established,  ha^  against 
the  ftequebt  and  wanton  abuse  «f  these  powers,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  mild  and  cohciliatory  disposition  upi*' 
formly  inanilested  by  the  General  Government  tv^ard 
its  Territories ;  but  experience  has'  shown  that  oflSeers, 
situated  at  a  remote  dtstance-from  the  tribnnal  to  whiak 
they  are  responsible,  too  A>0quently  *■  feel  power,  uid 
forget  right,''  and,  by  eluding  Uie  vigikmce  of  rigid  tn^ 
vestigation,  are  enabled  to  prtu^tice  acta  of  oppression 
with  impunity.  '%6xx  committee  forbear  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  various  objections  which  might 
be  urged  against  th^  present  system  of  Territorial 
governments.  It  is  suMeientiy  obvious,  that,  in  man jr 
respects,  they  are  hostile  to  the  firee  Constitution  which 
guaranti^  the  liberies  of  every '  American  citizen. 
Your  "coinmittee,  therefore,  consider  it  an  act,  both  of 
strict  justice  and  sound  policy,  to  emancipate  every 
Territory  of  the  United  States  from  the  trammels  of 
that  probationary  vassalage,  whenever  the  number  of 
inhabitants  vrithin  the  boundaries  of  the  Territory 
shall  Burly  entitle,  them  to  a  Repreientati^  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  Your  committee  have 
need  the-best  maans  in  th^  power  to  ascertain  the 


nnmber  of  souls  within,  the  Miaeiaaippi  Territoiy.  Tlie 
efiHal  returns  of  the  census  bava  not  yet  been  mtds 
to  the  DepartnMtnt  of  State,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  tks 
last  sessio;i,  directing  a  oerisus  or  eaumera^en  of  the 
inhabitants  Of  the  United .  States ;  consequently  it  be- 
came necessary  and  proper,  to  seek,  through  other 
channels,  the  requisite  information  on  tkat  sul^ject  It 
appears  to  vour  committ^,.  from  the  best  evidence 
which  they  have  been  enabled  to  eollect,  and  on  which 
diey  confidently  rely,  that  there  are  in  the  southern 
and  eastern  counties  of  the  Territory  about  the  nuiii* 
her  of  thirty-five  thousand  soiils.  and  that  the  ooootj 
of  Madison»  situated  on  the  norUiern  extremity  oi  the 
Territory^  near  the  great  bend  of  tlie  TenneeMe 
river,  contains  a  population  of  about  ten  thoueaJid 
saulf ;  it  also  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  emi- 
gration from  the  old  States  to  this  aactioiLof  the  Uqioo, 
will^  in  A  Very  snort  .time,  constitute  the  nmnl^^^^i^ 
habttants  required  bv  the  articles  of  cession  and  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  to  nA 
in  them  the  unqualified  right  to  become  a  member  ^ 
the  Union.  Connected  with  these  consideiatioQi,  the 
length  of.  time  which  it  will  necessarily  reqair^  tofim 
^.  constitution,,  and  put  the  same  in  OMsalion,  afM  • 
strong  pledge  that^  anterior  to  the  final  admiuien  of 
the  aforesaid  Territory  into  the  Union,  the  number  of 
its  inhabitanta  will  amount  to  at  least  six^  thooiand. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  where  no  Con- 
stitutional difKculty  occurs,  the-  formatioa  .of  nev 
States  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  U«ion  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  .  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  in  the  an- 
nals ofthitf  country^  tha^,  on  the  river  Miseiseippif 
which  is  acknowl^ged  by  all  to  be  of  the  first  im^wrt- 
ance,  bo^  in  reference  to  its  commercial  adfiatilffef, 
and  the  vast  extent  of  fertile  territory  throagh  which 
it  flows,  there  doae  not  exist  a  solitary  State  govom- 
ment.  To  uiktte  every  portion  of  the  American  hai^t 
by  the  indiasoluble  cord  of  afifect^on,  and  to  |)erpetoste 
the  integrity  of  th^  Union,  axe  objects  paramount  to 
all  others  which  ean  be  presented  to  the  view  of  the 
National  Legislature.  These  results  cannot  bo  sew- 
ed but  by  an  equal  distribution  of  rights  and  prifil^ 
through  every  section  of  our  extensive  oountry.  h^t 
each  enjoy  civil,  political,  and  religions  liberty,  lahjcct 
to  the  control  of  independent  Ipcal  authoritiei,  while 
the  fbstering  hand  of  the  Federal  Government  Aafl 
protect  them  in  these  enjoyments  firom  domestic  mm 
and  external  vfolence.  Your  committee,  with  th«^ 
going  impressions,  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the 
following  resolution:- 

Hesohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  admit  Ae  Miiaj- 
sippi  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  a  separate  and  md^ 
pendent  State,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  th<  on^"« 
States;  and  that  provision  Might  to  be  made,  by  n<^ 
to  autheriie  the  people  of  iaSd  Tarrifeery  to  «lf***f 
vention  to  form  a  c9nstilotiOB,  tobe  sobmitted  ta  ur 
grass  for  tfamr  appsobation. 

Mr.  PoniDBirrM  wiabed  the  report  to  be 
adopted,  and  again  referred  to  a  select  committer 
with  instrubtions  to  report  a  biM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  i^eaolution  w 
referred  to  a<)ommittee  of  the  Whole— ]r«««  *^^ 
nays  38. 

'  TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  House  ^S^^j^ 
solved  itself  into  a  Commilee  of  the  Whole  on  tfl« 
bill  for  admitiiog  the  Territory  of  OrUani  mw 
the  Union  as  a  State. 
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Proceedings, 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  Midler's  proposed  amendment  was  before 
the  Committee  th^  last  time  the  subject  was  un- 
der considera|ion ;  and  the  question  of  course 
now  recurred  on  the  same  motion. 

Mr.  Barry  and  Mr.  Bacon  opposed  it 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to  by  a  lar^e 
majority. 

Mr.  Barry  then  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  3  *. 

Provided,  That  the  Unifed  States  hereby  reserre  the 
power  of  alterng  the  bounds  of  said  Territory,  so  9»  not 
materially  to  diminish  its  extent,  except  so  fifiur  as  re- 
lates to  that  portion  of  it  ntnatc^  south  of  the  31st 
degree  of  north  latUnde,  and  east  of  a  Hne  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  lakes  Pontchartrain,  Maqrepas,  and 
the  mer  Iberrille,  to  its  junction  with  the  Miseiisippi, 
I  power  over  which  is  hereby  expressly  reserved  to  the 
Uniisd  States,  ta  be  disposed  pf  in  any  manner  that 
may  be  deemed  proper. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Shef- 
FfiY  declared  his  intention  of  moving  the  amend- 
meol  which  follows,  and  Mr.  Poikdbxter  ex- 
pressed his  approbation— 
«  Mr.  BABRt  withdrew  his  amendment  to  make 
room  f6r  iu  V 

Mr.  SaeFFiY  then  moved  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing, in  place  of  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pre- 
scribed the  boundaries^ of  the  future  State : 

**  All  that  territory  now  contained  within  the  limits 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  except  that  part  lying  east 
of  the  river  Iberville  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  lakes  Maorepas  and  Pontchartrain  to 
the  ocMii." 

Mr.  Bibb  stated,  that  if  this  amendment  was 
adopted,  as  he  hoped  it  would,  he  should  call  up 
a  resolution  which  he  had  submitted  a  few  days 
ago  for  appointinga  committee  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  territory  West  of  the  Perdido  should  be 
added  to  the  Mississippi  Territory  or  a»ume  the 
form  of  Territorial  government.  This  would 
become  an  after  question  for  the  House  to  decide. 
Mr.  Wbight  and  Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  the  Treaty  of  1803  with 
France  guarantie'd  to  the  undivided  Territory 
of  Orleans  a  right  to  become  a  State,  dbc,  on  the 
same  conditions  with  other  States. 

Mr.  Bibb  and  Mr.  Ely  supported  the  amend- 
ment  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  of  leaving 
that  part  of  their  territory,  the  right  to  which  the 
President  had  declared  should  be  a  subject  of 
future  negotiation,  in  such  a  state  as  would  ena- 
ble the  United  States  to  negotiate  respecting  it. 
Mr.  Shefpey's  motion  was  agreed  to,  ayes^63. 
Mr.  MiiajSR  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
going  to  restrict  the  right  of  suffrage  to  white 
males.    He  did  it  on  the  ground  that  the  mixed 
popolatioQ  of  Orleans  was  so  numerous  that  they 
nuffbt  eleet  a  person  of  color  to  the  National  Le- 
giwiture ;  witli  whom  Mr.  M.  said  he  should  feel 
Bo  inclination  to  act. 

Mr.  Poiif  oextbr  stated  the  fact  of  there  being 
in  Orleans  many  of  the  description  of  people 
called  Creoles,  Who  were  very  wealthy  and  re- 
spectable, &4i. 
Mr.  Miller's  motion  was  negatived — ayes  17. 
The  period  for  the  election  of  a  convention 
JithCoN.  SdSsss.— 17 


was  fixed  at  the  third  Monday  in  September  next, 
and  the  time  of  its' meeting  on  the  1st  Monday  in 
November. 

The  Cpmnaittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended^  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  Jaauary  10. 

On  motion  i)f  Mr.  Newton, 

Beeclved^  That  a  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary 
to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  *'Aq  act  to  estab- 
lish the  compensations  of  the  officers  employed  ia 
the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton^ 
aage,  and  for  other  pu^'poses,"  passed  the  second 
of  Marcli,  and,  also  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
relative,  to  the  compensations  of  certain  officers 
of  the  customs^  and  to  provide  for  appointing  a 
surveyor  in  the  district  therein  mentioned,"  passed 
the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  re(>ort  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of  Urbaia 
Guillet,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associates^ 
Icnown  by  the  name  of  "The  Society  of  La 
Trappe,"  ia  the  Illinois  Territory,  praying  to  be 
permitted  to  locate,  on  any  vacant  public  lands 
lidjoining  their  establishment,  any  military  and 
donation  rights  which  they  may  be  able  to  pro- 
cure from  individuals; — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiTxiN  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Hartford^  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
to  the  same  eflftfct,  if^ith  the  petition  from  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia, ^presented  the  18th 
ultimo. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  a  bill  for  the  protection 
and  government  of  West  Florida  y  which  was 
twice  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  recom-  • 
mitted  to  the  committee  who  reported  it,  on  the 
ground  of  its  containing  provisions  clashing  with 
those  yesterday  agreed  on  by  the  House  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Orleans  Territory. 

The  House,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Bibb,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him 
respecting  erecting  a  separate  territorial  govern- 
ment in  the  Territory  west  of  the  Perdido,  dbc.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Bib^,  the  same  was  committed  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
this*  day  reported  by  Mr.  Wright. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  joint  committee  to  have  the  applica* 
oation  of  the  money  appropriated  to  purchase 
books  for  the  Library  of  Congress  was  twice  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MuMFORo  presented  a  petition  of  sundry . 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  said  bank. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington;  which* 
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was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Coi&mittee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  holding 
the  district  courts  of  the  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina, was  again  read  the  third  time,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  by  whom  it  was  reported. 

BANK  6f  the  united  STATES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  third  fnsiant.  respectini^  the 
state  and  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  said  bank. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

.Tbeabitbt  DsPASTHBirTy  Jan.  9,  1811.     ^ 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  and  sun- 
dry  Btat6ment9  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  dd  instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  irery  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  ALBEBT  GALLATIN. 

H<m.  BrMAKMn^  House  of  Bepi.     ' 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the 
reeolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  third' 
instant,  respectfully  reports^- 

That  the  annexed  statements  ^narked  A,  B,  and  Ct 
contain  WU  the  inibrmatioB  which  the  returns  made  to 
the  Treastuy  afford  on  thrjrabjects  embraced  by  the 
reaelotions  i^esaid. 

It  appears  by  the  statement  A  that  the  debts  due 
fipom  indiTidaab  and  bodies  corporate  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  consisted  at  the  req>ective  dates  of 
the  several  returns  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
Bilb  and  notes  discounted,  and  bonds 

due  by  individuals  -  -  -  $15,126,187,  04 
Balance  due  by  other  banks  in  ac-    « 

.county  after  deducting  the  sums  due 

by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

and  its  branches,  to  several  other 

banks  .....        I,318,0t4  29 

Bank  notes  of  other  banks  on  band  611,969  06 

Treasuiy  drafts  not  yet  collected,     -  31,466  01 

Overdrawn     -        .        -        -        ,  32,679  07 

Converted  six  per  cent,  stock  -  23,066  23 


17,043,281  70 
To  whidi  add  the  loan  to  the  United 
States 2,760»e00  00 


Makes  icHT  the  aggregate  of  debts  due 
to  the  bank         -        »       .        .    $19»793,2ai  70 


In  a  few  instances  which  are  noted  in  the  statement 
A,  the  amount  due  on  bonds,  and  also  thajt  of  notes 
discounted,  which  have  been  put  in  suit,  is  distinctly 
stated  in  the  returns  made  to  the  Treasury ;  but  the 
aggregate  alone  is  given  in  most  of  them,  and  they  do 
not  in  any  instance  distinguish  the  amount  "  consid- 
ered as  standing  accommixlatio^  to  the  customers  of 
the  bank  and  its  branches."  A  recurrence-  to  the  16th 
regulatibn  of  the  7th  section  of  the  act  incorporating 
the  bank  will  show  that  the  only  sUtemento  that  can 
be  required  by  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
are  those  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  cor- 

5 oration,  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same,  of  the  moneys 
eposited  therein,  of  the  notes  in  cireulation,  and  of 
the  eaah  in  hand ;  and  that  he  haa  no  right  to  ask  for 
Hm  aoooont  of  any  private  individoals,  or  loir  any  other 


than  the  abovementioned  genend  statements  Nor 
has  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an^  knowledge  wbit- 
ever  of  the  accounts  and  operations  of  the  Bank,  bot 
what  is  derived  from  the  official  statements  transmitted 
to  him  in  conformity  with  the  abovementioned  pioii- 
sion  in  the  charter. 

The  statement  B  shows  the  amount  of  nates  of  the 
said  bank,  and  its  branches,  in  drcidation,  at  the  dati 
of  the  lartest  returns,  to  have  been  $6,167,378  83. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  annually  laid  beibie  Co*- 
giess  show  correctly  the  amount  of  public  monsyi  de- 
posited in  the  various  banks  on  the  last  day  of  tad 
quarter.  But  that  amount  i«  daily  fluctusting,  aod 
oaiiaot  be  stated  with  perfect  precision  except  on  tin 
quarterly  statements  of  those  accounts.  The  Trearanr 
fUniishes,  however,  the  Secret^  of  the  Treasuiy  with 
a  weekly  estimate  of  the  cash  on  hand,  and  where 
depositeidy  and  taken  from  the  latest  received  ntQim . 
A  copy  of  that  furnished  on  the  7th  instant  (maikedC.) 
is  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  remarks,  ihow- 
ing  what  portions  of  the  revenue  are  generally  depos- 
ited in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  itsbranoeii 
and  what  portions  are  deposited  in  other  banks. 

It  is  jp^obable  that  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  Trea- 
sury vnll,  on  the  first  day  of  March  next,  exceed  |S,- 
600^000,  and  that  the  proportion  deposited  in  theWi 
other  than  that  of  the  United  States  and  its  braof^ 
win  not  materially  vary  from  what  it  Is  at  present  lot 
it  is  impracticable  to  form  any  correct  esttette  of  the 
probable  .amount  at  that  time  in  each  place  renectivit^i 
since  that  is  always  regulated  by  the  want  of  foadi  n 
each  place  for  the  current  service ;  according  to  which, 
the  public  moneys  are  d^|y  transferred  by  drafti  fioa 
place  to  (dace,  sm  the  occasion  may  require* 

All  which' is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
ffovernmentj  and  for  the  admission  of  such  Sialc 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  fo6ting  with  the  ori- 
ghjal  States;  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  PiTkiN  commenced  a  speech  against  the 
bill,  chiefly  objecting  to  the  detail. 

When  ne  liad  been  speakin^^  about  half  att 
hour — 

The  Speaker  observed  that  a  message  wis  in 
attendAii<>e  from  the  Senate,  of  a  coofidentitl 
nature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin^  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  the  doors  were  closed,  and  to 
remained  till  four  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad- 
iourned.  During  the  sitting  with  closed  doors,! 
Message  of  a  confidential  nature  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Satdhdat^  January  12. 

The  House  continued  their  sittings  with  closet 

doors  from  Thursday  evening  until  this  day.  wh^ 

they  were  opened  about  nine  o'clock,  P.  M..  and 

then  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  January  14. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotue 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  three  bills  with  the 
foliowiog  titles : 
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"An  act  unthpriziBg  tbt  sale  and-  grant  of  a 
cei'taiq  qaantityoC  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Cooapany : 

^'An  act  fojr  the  relief  or  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Major  Geneial  Anthony  Wayne;''  and 

^'An  aci  aathorizing «  subscriptioni  on  the  pait. 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio 
CXanal  Compaay;*'  to  which  bills  they  desire  the 
ttOAcorreBce  of  this  Houae. 

The  SpBiKBR  l|iid  before  the  Honse  a  re* 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  3tate,  in  obedience  to  a 
vaaoltttion  of  the  se?e«{h  uUimo,  respecting  .pat- 
es u;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  cm  the 
Ubie. 

The  SpBAJUa  laid  before  the  Honse-a  report  of 
the  Secrecary  of  the  Treasury)  in  obedience  to  a 
resoUiiion  or  the  twenty- first  ultji^,  respecting, 
moneys  paid  to  th#  Consuls  for  (he  relief  of  the 
destitaie  American  seamen  in  foreign  ports; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  en  the  table* 

On  motion  or  Mr.  SbtbirTi  leaye  was  ffiven 
to  withdraw  the  petition  of  sniidry  merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  pr^seated  the  tweiity-sereath  of 
Fehriwy  last. 

Mr.  Sawtbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vaa  reeommitted  the  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the 
limes-  for  holding  the  distric.t.eourts  of  the  xfistriet 
of  North  Caroliaa,  reported  an  aipendatory  bill ; 
wbioh  was  read  twice,  and  oommiued  to  a^  Com- 
mittac  of  the  Whole  tormorrow. 

COMPLETING  THI5  OAPrrOL.  . 
Mr.  Macon  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Mc9oked^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  eanse  to  be  Uid  before  this  House  an 
Offtimateof  the.suai  necessary  to  finish  the  Capitol, - 
designating  what  maj  be  neeesssry  to  fuaish  each  wing, 
and  the  main  building,  and  what  time  may  be  reqi^d 
to  finish  the  whole  buildings 

Mr.  Rbba  moTjed  to  strike  out  sd  much  of  the 
resolution  as  would  confine  it  to  an  inquiry  into 
the  necessary  repairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings, 
and  the.  expenses  of  them. 

Mr.  Lewis  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  ob- 
jection should  be  made  to  receiving  infor naation. 
whatever  disposition  there  mi^ht  be  to  act  on  it! 
The  resolution  went,  to  an  object  which,  ii|  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  L.,  ought,  long  ago,  to  have  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Congress,  and  he  was 
happy  to  see  it  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  Macok  said,  he  wished  to  hav^  a  whole 
Tiew  of  the'  subject,  and  not  to  go  on  for  jever  by 
little  and  little  to  vote  a  great  amount  of  money 
without  havioff  any  estimate.    He  said  they  had 
better  look  at  the  subject  altogether.    He  had  no 
idea,  however,  that  Congress  would  now  appro- 
priate a  large  sum  of  money  to  this  object ;  every 
nody  knew  the  Treasury  was  pot  in  a  situation 
to  afford  it ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Rhea,  because  he  wished  to  have  a  view 
of  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
calUng  for  further  estimates ;  but  the  House  had 
idready  had  several  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
fiAishing  each  of  the  wings,  which  were  among 
Uie  priiited  documents  of  the  House. 


Mr.  PioKMAN  hoped  the  amendment  would  noC 
prevail,  although  he  might  feel  as  little  intereat 
m  the  subject  as  any  one,  because  he  did  not  ex- 
pect, after  the  end  of  the  present  session,  ever  to 
see  Washington  again  ;  but  it  would  be  a  great 
gratification  to  him  to  know  that  this  building 
was  finished,  and  that  it  should  not  stand  as  a 
monument  of  extravagance— of  extravagasee 
produced  by  the  mode  in  which  money  had  been 
appropriated  and  expended  for  it.  If  the  Goveca- 
ment  should  go  od,  as  it  had  done  for  eight  or  ten 
years,  making  alterations  or  repairs,  the  bnild- 
ings  "would  bi  ia  no  better  state  than  they  are 
now,  akhoQgh  they  would  have  cost  a  great  deal 
more  money  than  if  an  appropriation  were  at 
once  made  to  finish  the  whc^  He  therefore 
hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  wifhoat  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  if  he  believed  the  f^entleman 
from  North  Carolina  was  seriously  dispoeed  to 
do  that  which  his  motion  proposed  to  inquire  lata, 
he  might  a^ree  to  it.  If  the  buildings  were  fill- 
iped, repairs  would  always  be  necessary,  until 
materials  should  be  discovered,  as  durable  in  dieir 
nature  as  Cii|ie  itself.  The  idea  that  the  making 
a  large  appropriation  at  once  would  preclude  the 
pecessity  of  other  appropriations  was  as  reaaoa- 
able  as  that,  because  a  man  made  a  hearty  dinner 
one  day,  he  should  eat  none  for  a  wecdc  aAe»- 
wards.         ^ 

Mr.  RBBA'e  motion  for  amendment  was  negir 
tived.      .       ^ 

On  the  sQggestiod  of  Mr.  Tallbcadob,  the  res- 
olution was  so  amended,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Macon,  as  to  call  for  an  account  of  the  debts  dae 
to  individuals  at  this  time  for  work  done  on  the 
Capitol;  and  also  for  an  account  of  the  whole 
moneys  expended  on  the  public  buildings. 

As  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  iippointed  to  present  it  to  the  Preai- 
deat  of  the  United  States. 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  House  resiimed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
?;overnmeat^  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
nto  the  Union  on  an  eoual  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  bill  being  on  its  final  passas^e — 
Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  had  heretofore  stated  that 
he  had  some  objections  to  the  bill,  which  he  had 
intended  to  have  suted  to  the  House  when  the 
bill  was  capable  of  amendment,  but  that  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  so  to  do.  1  have  stated,  said 
Mr.  P.,  that  it  was  probable  there  would  be  some 
difficulty  between  Orleans,  when  it  becomes  a 
State,  and  the  United  States,  respecting  the  ex- 
tent of  the  State  westward.  I  stated  that  the 
United  Stales,  in  consequence  of  the  purchase  o£ 
Louisiana  with  the  same  extent  that  it  had  whea 
Spain  and  France  possessefi  it,  had  claimed  the 
territory  as  far  as  the  river  called  Rio  Bravo; 
that  the  negotiations  on  this  subject  between  the 
Qovernments  of  the  United  States  and  Spaia 
Were  probably  unknown  to  many  memhera  of 
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the  Hoase,  and  that  it  reauired  a  pretty  accarate 
knowledge  of  them,  of  the  extent  of  the  clairo, 
and  of  the  j^eography  of  the  country,  to  under- 
stand precisely  what  I  meant.  I  stated  that 
there -was  an  extent  of  country  between  a  meri^;- 
ional  line  passing  through  Nacogdoches  and  Rio 
^ravo,  of  four  or  Eve  hundred  miles  in  widtt, 
which  the  United  States  had  claimed  as  being 
their  property.  In  the  neffotiations  between  the 
two  countries,  the  United  States  Offered  to  cede 
all  the  country  between  tlie  Rio  Bravo  and  the 
Colorado  running  east  of  it  to  Spain,  on  the  con- 
dition that  Spain  ^ould  cede  to  the  United 
States  all  the  territory  west  of  the  Perdido. 
This  proposition  was  rejected.  Our  Commis- 
sioners were  instructed  |o  assert  our  title  as  fkt 
as  the  Rio  Bra  to,  or  at  least  to  the  Bay  of  St. 
Bernard.  It  is  so  stated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  in  the  introdtkction  to  the  compi- 
lation of  the  land  laws,  in  which  he  states  that 
we  unquestionably  have  a  right  to  the  Country 
as  far  west  as  the  sources  of  ifie  rivers  whkh 
fall  into  the  Mississippi,  to  the  sources  of  the 
Red  river,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri t  that  with 
respect  to  the  territory  immediately  bounding  oa 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  we  hav;e  claims  to  the 
**  province  of  Texas,"  which  ii  fe  well  knoyvn  is 
a  very  large  province.  By  the  bill  before  us,  ac- 
cording to  this  constfuctian,  jurisdiction  is  ex- 
tended over  this  very  province;  and  it  may  be, 
and4n  fact  will  be,  in  the  pow^r  of  the  State  of 
Orleans  to  say  that  our  limits  extend  so  far,  and 
therefore  to  extend  their  jurisdiction  in  li^e  man- 
ner. In  my  apprehension,  therefore,  it  is  impor- 
tant, while  we  are  making  this  Territory  a  State, 
^here  the  boundaries 'are  disputed,  to  retaid  in 
oar  own  hands  the  power  of  settling  them.  It  19 
known  that,  by  the  law  which  passed  providing 
for  the  government  of  the  Terjiiory  ot  Qrleans, 
we  bad  liberty  to  alter  the  bduiidary  before  we 
made  them  a  State,  but  not  after;  Will  it  not  be 
in  the  power  of  the  new  State  to  insist  onjheir 
right  to  jurisdiction  over  the  territory,  at  least  as 
far  west  as  the  Colorado,  and  to  prevent  the  Uni*' 
ted  States  from  ceding  any  part  of  ill  For  in- 
stance, sir,  the  United  States  may  wish,  ^  we 
have  taken  Florida  es  far  as  the  Perdido,  subject 
to  future  negotiation,  to  make  this  arrangement: 
to  cede  to  Spain  a  certain  proportion  west  for 
East  Florida.  Now,  sir,  1  ask  when  we  have 
made  this  country  a  Slate  if  w?  can  do  this?  I 
believe  it  will  be  said  by  every  person  that  we 
cannot,  after  she  becomes  a  Slate,  alter  the  bound- 
artes  without  her  consent.  I  do  apprehend,  there- 
fore, ther^  will  be  difficulties  on  the  subject  here- 
I  t  x}  ^'^'^ed  Stales  should  attempt  to  set- 
o  boundary  in  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the 

State;  because, if  they  cannot  extend  iheir  juris- 
diction west  of  a  meridional  line  passing  through 
Wacogdoches,  the  territory  will  be  in  extent  east 
and  west  but  about  one  hundred  miles,  and  north 
and  south  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
this  will  iriake  them  comparatively  a  small  Stale. 
As  the  United  SUtes  have  sealed  a  provisional 
line,  to  wit:  a  meridional  line  through  Nacog- 
doches, it  should  cot  be  in  the  power  of  the  new 


State  to  extei^d'lts  jurisdiction  beyond'  thatlioe. 
Pro^isioa  mifht  be  made  in  thfo  Way.  lie 
western  boundary  might  be  made  to  conform  to 
the  provisional  lUie ;.  and  a  provision  might  ibes 
be  made  that  thc^re  should  be  reserved  to  the 
United  States  the  privilege  of  adding  to  it  what- 
ever land  it  should  acquire  we^twardly.  Snclii 
prolusion  would  leave  us  at  liberty  to  settle  the 
limits  without  the  interference  of  that  State,  aa^ 
Without,  I  apprehe'nd,  inuch  diftciiUy, '  This  wis 
done  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  Uolea 
the  right  bad  .been  Reserved,  the  consent  of  the 
Stale  would  have  been  necessary  to  a  cession,  or 
other  alteration  of  its  boundary.  Such  a  coarse 
in  this  case  will  be  perfectly  safe  for  tfa^  lloited 
States,  as  ^wiefl  as  for  the  new  State.  I  with  we 
may  so  reeolate  the  Territory  as  there  may  aot 
in  futurf  be  any  tollision^  between  the  State  and 
theUnited  Stales.  The  province  of -Texas  is  ia 
the  viceroys  If  y  of  New  Spain.  We  koow'^hat 
the  Viceroy  «ent  his  troops  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  our  troops,  and  a  pr^isional^  line  was  ettah* 
lished.  New  Spain  is  very  powerful,  and  I  sbooM 
Ife  very  sorry  that  th^  new  State  shoald  hare 
power  to  emVroil  the  United  States  with  it.  I 
would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
repor^d  this  bill,  what  were  his  views  respectiaf 
the  western  bbundaryj  and  how  lar  it  was  his 
idea  that  th^  new  State  shoald  extend^  and  whe- 
ther it  would  not  comport  wltK  his  IdeiBs  tbftt  the 
c6an^e  which  I  have  suggested  should  be  madef 
I  could  have  wished  that  the  bill  was  in  such  a 
state  of  its  progress  that  I  could  have  pored  aa 
amendment:  but,  as  it  is,'uAlfess  f  atft satisfied 
iSiat  we  shall  nbl'beinvolved  in  difficulty  by  the 
consequehces  I  have  staled,  I  shall  be  unwiliiog 
to  pass  the  bjll,  and  must  vot^  against  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  had- listened  totheob' 
jeetiotis  against  exij^ding  the  right  of  self-gor- 
ernment  to  the  Territorj^  of  DHetms  with  gttat 
anxiety.  So  Jong  as, the  measure  was  sobjecito 
modification  and  amendment,  said  he,  I  Jelt  dis- 
posed, to  remain  silent.  But  the  question  oow 
presented  is,  shalLlhe  hill  pass  by  which  the  Ter- 
ritory will  be  authorized  to  form  a  Stategorem- 
ment  upon  certain  conditions.  The  coridactof 
Uie  United  States  towards  ^this  Terrifory  ha* 
been  fliagnanimous,  liberal,  generous.  The  coa* 
d^iclQf  the  people  deserved  it.  This  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  has  created  ib 
that  people  a  love  of  independence,  and- a  confi- 
dence that  every  reasonarble  request  would  he 
complied  with'.  These  people  ask  a  favor  j  what 
is  it?  The  power  to  erect  themselves  into  an  in- 
dependent State.  Is  this  unreasonable  ?  w  'J 
unnatural  that  freemen  should  seek  the  right  or 
political  aelf-government  at  •  their  expense  ana 
hot  ours?  Do  they  present  it  paper.in  onco^na, 
and  a  threat  in  the  olher  ?  No,  sir,  theyapprotca 
you  as  respectful  memorialists  asking  a  ftvorana 
not  even  demanding  a  Tight.  What  reasons  or 
Slate,  thep,  have  we  to  disappoint  the  just  «xp««" 
tations  of  this  important  Territory?  ii^^^ 
clples  of  every  Slate  constitution  In  ^^J  "J'^y 
the  political' creed  so  often  professed  on  thisfloo » 
the  sentiments  of  freedom  as  often  expresseo, 
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aod  <he  articles  of  the  Federal  Constitution  wbicb 
eircumscribe  our  powers,  all  unite' to  enforce  the 
claims  of  this  Territory  to  Stafte  sovereignty.  I 
caonot,  I  will  not  therefore  wijthhold  my  sanction 
from  the  wishes  of  these  peopre^  Bj  a  change 
of  conduct  oh  my  part,  1  will  0,01  be  instrument 
tal  in  chaBffiog  to  enmity  the  deep-rooted  at- 
tachment of  these  peoplq  to  this  country,  and 
our  republican  institutions.  The  .30th  day  of 
April,  1803.  the  United  States  acquired  the  Ter- 
xitory  of  Louisiana,  the  Orleans  being  a  part,  by 
a  conrencion^entered  into  with  iB'raoce  at  Paris, 
which  convention  was  ratified  by  the  Pr^ident 
of  the  United  States  and  ih^  Senate,  and.  the 
Congress  made  provision  ^r  the  purchase  money^ 
The  people  of  the  Orleans  Territory  have  been 
incorporated  into  the  Union  by  purchase  and 
ftdoption,  and  are  entitled  to  all  tl^e  rights  of 
American  citizens.  The  third  .article  of  said 
treaty  specifics — '^  That  the  .inhabitants  of  Lou- 
'  isjanaj  (the  cede^  territory,)  shajil  be  iucorpo-, 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 

*  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  Ho  ithe 
'  priocjples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the 

*  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 

*  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  ^tates." 
We  are/thus  solemnly  bound  hy  compact  to  ad; 
mil  this  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  as 
aooir  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  Constitution" 
of  tn«  United  States.    What  principle  of  the 
CoDatitution  will  be  violated  by  their  admission ' 
into    the  Union  as. a  State?    Jn  fact,  we  are 
houod  by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution ;  we 
are  bound  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  we 
are  bound  by  conscience,  ftnd  we  are  bound  by  a 
atni  more  sacred  tie  to  Him  who  gave  us  inde- 
peadence  to  extend  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
these  people  whenever  it  is  ptacticable.    But  the 
undefined  limits  of  this  Territory  have  furnished 
j^round  fqt  serious  objection*  •  The  western  and 
southern  boundary  remain  Subjects  of  dispute 
between  the  United.  States  and  Spain,  and  it  is 
apprehended  that  it  will  prodQce  a  collision  with 
a  foreign  Power,  to,  erect  this  Territhry  into  a 
State.    The  in^eniiity  of  the  gentleman  from 
<!)onnecticQt  has  discovered  t)iis  difficulty,  but 
bis  information  has  furnished  an  answer.  .The 
present  state  of  things  will  prove  the  reverse  of 
this  position.    Why  has.  not  the  Territorial  gov- 
-ernment  produced  this  collision  with  a  foreign 
Power  ?    The  Territorial  administration  has  ex- 
tended as  far  to  the  west  abd  south  ias  will  be 
given  to  the  State  Government;  the  State ^v- 
ereignty,  as  to  the  extent  of  countrv,  will  be 
given  in  the.very  same  words  in  which  the  I'er- 
ritorial  sovereignty  has  been  exercised  without 
war  with  a  foreign  Power.    Sir,  the  danger  is 
ideal,  »nd  the  imagination  should  not  be  em- 
ployed to  embarrass  with  groundless  fears  upon  a 
subject  of  so  touch  magnitude.    But  I  will  prove 
the  objection  groundless:  whether  a  Territorial 
or  a  State  government,  the  dispute  as  to  bound- 
ary, if  u  does  exist,  is' a  national  dispute  to  be 
settled  by  negotiation.    In  the  year  1782,  the  Uni- 
ted States  Md  Great  Britain  entered  into  a  pro- 
^isloaal  tf  eaty.    In  the  nrst  article,  Great  Britain 


acknowledges,  for  the  first  time,  the  sovereignty 
and  iudepend.ence  of  the  United  States;  and  in 
the  second  article,  the  boundary  is  fixed  between 
the  British  provinces  and  the  United  States.  In 
the  year  1783,  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
entered  into  the  Treaty  of  Peace  which  ended 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  th^  second 
article,  the  boundary  lines  oetween  the  United 
States  and  the  British  provinces  are  inserted  in 
conformity  to  the  provisional  article  upon  that 
subject  in  1782. 

In  the  second  article  it  is  stated  that  the  east- 
ern boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  provinces  should  be  formed  by  .a  line 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix, 
from  its  mouth  in  the  BaV  of  Fundy  to  its  source, 
and  thence  to  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic* 
Subsequent  to  the  date  of  the'  Treaty  of  Peace, 
doubts  arose  as  to  the  source  and  ,run  of  the  St. 
Croix,  as  intended  by  the  treaty.  Two  waters 
were  known  by  the  toooie  name,  which  is  not  un- 
frequent,  and.  as  was  to  be  expected,  Great  Brit- 
s&in  contended  for  the  river  which  would  give 
them  the  most  territory,  as  did  the  United  States 
for  that  water  bearioff  the  qame  of  St.  Croix 
that  would  extend  the  limits  of  the  United 
StatjBs.  This  dispute  arose  from  these  facts,  and 
remained  unsettled  Until  the  year  1794,  when 
Jay's  Treaty  was  entered  into,  and  by  mutual 
agreement  commissioners  were  appointed  7o  re- 
ceiv^e  testimony  and  finally  settle  upon  the  true 
boundary  hetween  the  tv<ro  nations,  which  was 
done  without  producing  war,  or  without  the  State 
bordering  on  the  river.  St.  Croix  objecting  to 
such  a  proceeding. 

I  have. an  example  still  more  in  point,  and 
which  must  he  known  to  this  House,, and  with 
the  power  of  Spain,  the  very  nation  who  dis- 
putes the  boundary  of  the  Orleans  Territory  to^ 
the  west  and  south.  '  I  mean  the  unsettled  and 
undefined  limits  of  Geors^ia  to  the  south  and  west, 
bordering  on  the  Spanish  provinces  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  which  was  a  subject  of  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  until 
the  Treaty  of  1795  with  that  Power ;  the  second 
article  of  which  treaty  defines  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces of  East  and  West  ^Florida;  and  by  the  third 
article,  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  run  the 
line  and  fix  the  boundary.  Until  this  Treaty 
with  Spain,  of  179o,  it  is  well  known  that  Spaia 
had  possession  of  Natchez  and  several  other 
places  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Spanish  troops  and  Governor  were  accord- 
ingly removed.  This,  I  presume,  should  satisfy 
us  upon  this  head.  Every  treaty  in  your  statute 
books  proves  the  practice  of  nations  in  settling 
controversy.  These  several  treaties  to  which! 
have  adverted  have  embraced  a  vast  variety  of 
subjects  of  dispute.  The  subiect  of  contraband 
goods,  the  definition  of  a  blockaded  port,  the  da- 
ties  upon  merchandise  and  tonnage,  are  disputes 
of  the  commercial  kind,  which  nations  settle  by 
negotiation  and  war,  and  in  character  there  is  no 
difference  in  commercial  and  ia  territorial  dis- 
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pates.  Sometimes  a  dispute  may  embrace  a  few 
acres  of  soil  onimportant  in  any  point  of  view, 
ftod  less  importaDt  than  many  commercial  ri|rhts ; 
at  other  times  a  territorial  dispute  may  arise  to 
importance  as  embracing  a  most  valuable  tract 
of  country.  In  which  cases  sometimes  the  dis^ 
pute  may  differ  asto  its  intrinsic  importance,  but 
not  in  its  character;  and  this  nation  will  not  so 
far  consult  the  wiH  of  any  other,  as  to  keep  in 
political  chains  any  pdrtion  o(  our  citizens.  This 
dispute  may  exist  until  the  present  generation 
shall  be  gjrey  with  ase. 

But  the  peopU  ask  us  for  the  right  of  self^sov- 
ernment;  and' we  grant  it  upon  cooditione  which 
make  it  a  great  favor  to  us  that  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory will  become  a  State  upon  those  condition^. 
The  acceptance  of  these  people  on  these  condi- 
tions Is  the  highest  evidence  of  their  worth  and 
merit.  In  twelve  moAths  these  people,  amount- 
ing to  sixty  thousand  souls^  could  demand  of  vou 
as  a  right  what  is  asked  of  you  as  a  favor.  l*he 
first  condition  prescribed  is,  that  the  puUljc  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States  shall  ever  remain 
exempt  from  taxation.  'JThis  would  have  been  a 
source  of  great  revenue  to  this  people,  and  which 
could  not  have  been  considered  unreasonable  if 
taxed,  as  the  lands  belonging  to  individuals.  The 
second  condition  is,  that  allche  lec^islaiive)  judi- 
cial^ and  executive  proceedin^rs.  shall  be  carried 
on  in  the  English  language.  The  acceptance  of 
this  condition  proves  their  love  for  liberty,  their 
willingness  to  sacrifice  prejudices  at  the  shrine 
of  independence.  They  are  willing  to  destroy 
the  only  remaining  vestige  of  French  nationality, 
the  French  language,  that  we  may  not  only  be 
one  in  sentiment,  one\great  family  in  principles, 
but  in  language,  habit,  and  external  appearance. 
It  is  a  great  sacrifice;  one  which  they  oMght  to, 
make,  and  one  worthy  alone  of  freemen.  For 
the  great  purposes  of  liberty  they  are  not  only 
willing  to  lose  as  soon  as  possible  the  language 
of  France,  but  recollect  it  is  the  language  of  their 
fathers  and  mothers.  It  is  the  lansuaee  of  their 
sative  country.  What  becomes  of  the  depuncia* 
tions  which  we  have  heard  against  these  people, 
and  the  charge  of  disaffection?  The  charge  is 
gronndless;  the  imputation  is  without  founda* 
don.  It  has  been  contended  on  this  floor,  that 
the  people  of  this  Territory  Can  nevier  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  an  independent  Slate,  and 
that  they  must  remain  in  a  state  of  political  vas- 
salage. In  article  the  fourth,  section  the  third,  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  it  is  stated,  that  new 
States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  into  this  Union.  Here  the  abso- 
Itite  power  of  admitting  States  into  the  Union  is 
given  to  the  Congress.  If  this  power  is  given  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
seoabled,  by  what  fiat  are  the  people  of  f he  vast 

J  purchase  of  Louisiana  to  be  deprived  of  their 
reedom  ?  By  what  law  of  nature  are  they  to  be 
(eld  in  political  bondage ;  and  by  what  article  in 
the  Constitution  are  these  people  disfranchised? 
I  envv  not  the  spirit  which  dictated  this  sentiment 
of  galling  chains.  It  was  dictated  by  a  spirit  of 
hatred  to  France  and  Frenchmen,  and  not  by 


that  spirit  of  independence  which  should  b^  cher- 
ished by  us  all.  But  they  are  Frenchmen ;'  tlmt 
is  their  crime.  They  are  American  citizens,  ami 
they  deserve  the  name.  I  will  venture  to  ray 
that  there  are  as  many  lovers  of  England  and 
English  monarchy  as  there  are  lovers  of  France 
land  French  despotism  in  the  United  States,  aod 
as  many  lovers  of  Englaiid  in  as  many  square 
miles  in  the  United  States  as  lovers  of  France  ia 
this  Territory. 

Sir,  attend  to  the  happy  effects  of  this  measme 
as  it  respects  the  United  States;  we  get  rtd  of 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment ;  wc  shall  no  lodger  be  embarrassed  with 
territorial  petitions  and  regulations.  We  shali 
bo  longer  bear  of  remonstrances  against  territo- 
rial governors  and  ofiicers;  neither  the  cries  of 
the  injured  nor  the  clamors  of  envr  will  assafl 
us ;  these  things  will  be  managed  by  the  State 
government.  Th€  effect  of  this  measure  upon 
the  people  of  the  Territory  will  be  still  more 
beneficial  and  satutarv  at  a'crisis  so  interesting 
to  the  Ai^erican  people:  Every  man  has  a  de- 
sire for  freedom.  JBv  dint  of  experience  man  will 
become  enlightened.  By  the  light  of  his  own 
errors  he  win  become  wise  and  good.  The  peo- 
jpie  of  this  Territory  have  not  only  a  relish  for 
independence,  but  they  havethecapacity  of  enjoys 
ing  It.  They  have  not  only  heard  the  sound,  but 
they  have  in  part  eujoyed  th^  substance.  Tbe^ 
have  beeii  some  time  a  legishitive  people.  Thar 
emancipCition  from  a  Territorial  government  will' 
have  a  most  happy  infiaence  upon  the  moraiSy 
the  character,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 
Merit  will  soon  be  the  test  of  promotion,  and  a 
noble  emulation  will  check  an  inordinate  passioa 
for  gain.  The  spirit  of  liberty  will  soon  animate 
every  bosom ;  and  the  mind  will  see  its  own  ea- 
largement.  Jt  will  increase  the  physical  force  of 
the  nation,  and  it  mHH  arm  the  people  with  addi- 
tional weapons  of  self-nreservation. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that  no 
serious  ol^ectioD  can  t;e  urged  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  that,  by  its  passage,  you  extend  the 
blessinfl^  of  independence  to  a  hirge  and  respect- 
able Territory,  without  abridging  the  right  of 
others. 

Mr.  CIdikcy. — Mn  Speaker,  I  address  yon,  sir, 
with  an  anxiety  and  distress  of  mrnd,  with  mt 
wholly  unprecedented.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
seem,  to  consider  it  as  the  exercise  of  a  commoa 
)power ;  as  an  ordinary  affair;  a  mere  municipal 
regulation  which  they  expect  to  see  pass  with- 
out other  questions  than  those  concerning  details^ 
But,  sir.  the  principle  of  this  bill  materiaHy  af- 
fects the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States.  To  me,  it  appears  that  it 
would  justify  a  revolution  in  this  coantry;  and 
that,  in  no  great  length  of  time,  may  produce  it.. 
When  I  see  the  zeal  and  perseverance  with 
which  this  bill  has  been  urged  along  its  Parlia- 
mentary path,  when  I  know  the  local  interests 
and  associated  projects,  which  combine  to  pro- 
mote its  success,  all  opposition  to  it  seems  mani- 
fest! y  unavailing.  I  am  almost  tempted  to  have, 
without  a  struggle,  my  country  to  its  fate.    fiat,. 
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81?)  while  tliere  is  life,  tbere  ie  hope.  So  loD|f  as 
the  fatftl  shaft  has  not  yet  sped,  if  Heaven  so  will 
it,  the  bow  may  be  broken,  and  jhe  vi^or  of  the 
miscbief-meditatiDg  arm  withered.  If  there  be  a 
man  la  this  Hoase,  or  nation,  who  cherishes  the 
Constitution  luder  which  we  are  assembled,  as 
the  chief  stay  qf  bis  hope,  as  the  Hgbt  which  is 
destined  to  gladflen  his  own  day,  and  to  soften 
evea  the  gloom  of  the  grare,  by  the  prospect  it 
aheds  over  his  children,  I  fall  not  behind  him  in 
such  sentiments.  I  will  yield  to  no  man  in  at- 
tachment to  this  Constitution,4n  veneration  for 
the  ssges  who  hid  its  foundations,  in  devotion  to 
those  principles  which  form  its  cement  aad  co^- 
stitote  its.proportians.  What,  then,  must  be  m^y 
feelinffs ;  what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  a  man 
cherishing  such  sentiments,  when  he  sees  an  act 
contemplated  which  lays  rain  at  tha  root  of  all 
these  hopes?  When  he  sees  a  principle  of  action 
4bout  to  he  usurped,  before  the  operation  of  which 
the  bands  of  this  Constitution  are  no  more  than 
flax  before  the  fire,  or  stubble  before  the  whirl- 
wind? When  this  bill  passes,  such  an  act  is 
done,  and  such  a  principle  usurped. 

Mrw  Speaker,  there  is  a  great  rule  of  human 
eonduct,  which  he  who  honeiitly  observes  cannot 
err  widely  from  the  path  of  his  sought  doty.  It 
is,  to  be  very  serupniaus  concerning  the  princi- 
ples yoa  select  as  the  test  of  your  rights  and  obli- 
gations \  to  be  very  faithful  in  noticmg  the  result 
of  their  application ;  and  to  be  very  fearless  in 
tracing  and  exposing  their  immediate  effects  and 
di^aiK  consequences.  Under  the  sanction  of  this 
rule  of  conduct,  I  am  compelled  to  declare  it  as 
my  deliberate  opinion,  that,  if  this  bill  pa^s,  the 
bonds  of  this  Union  are  virtually  dissolved ;  that 
the  States  which  compose  it  are  free  from  their 
moral  obligations, and  that,  as  it  will  be  the  right 
o{  all,  so  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some,,  to  prepare 
definitely  for  a  separation-^-amicably  if  they  can, 
Tiolently  if  they  must. 

Mr.  ^iNOT  wa»  here  called  to  order  by  Mr. 

P0INDBXT£B. 

Mr.  dumcT  repeated,  and  justified  the  remark 

he  bad  made,  which,  to  save  ail  toisapprehension, 

he  eonamitted^o  writing,  in. the  foUowiog  words: 

''  If  this  bill  passes,  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion 

'  that  it  is  virtually  a  drssolotion  of  this  Union ; 

<  that  it  will  free  the  States  from  their  moral  ob- 

'  li^tto.%  and,  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it 

'  will  be  the  duty  of  some,  definitely  to  prepare 

'  for  a  reparation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently 

*  if  they  must." 

After  some  little  confusion, 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTER  required  the  decision  K)f  the 

Speaker  whether  it  was  consistent  with  the  pro- 

qpriety  of  debate,  to  use  such  an  expression.    He 

said  a  was  radically  wrong  for  any  tnember  to 

use  arguments  going  to  dissolve  tbe  Government, 

and  tumble  this  body  itself  to  dust  and  ashes.    It 

weald  be  found,  from  the  gentleman's  statement 

of  his  language,  that  he  had  deckred  the  right  of 

any  portion  of  the  people  to  separate 

Mr.CluiifCT  wished  the  Speaker  to  decide,  for 
if  the  gentleman  was  permitted  to  debate  the 
qnestioD,  he  ahoold  lose  one-half  Of  his  speech. 


Mr.  PoiNi^xTER  said  that,  by  the  Interruption 
given  him^  he  perceived  the  galled  jade  winced. 
The  question  he  wished  to  propound  to  the  Chair 
was  this :  Whether  it  be  competent  in  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  invite  any  portion  of  the 
people  to  insurrection,  and,  of  course,  to  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union? 

Mc  QuiifCT*  And  I,  sir,  will  make  this  ques- 
tion; )s  it  not  the  duty  of  a  member  to  state  the 
consequences  of  a  measure  which  appears  inju- 
rious to  him?  And  the  more  pregnant  the  mea- 
sure is  with  evil,  is  not  the  duty  of  stating  it  the 
more  imperious?  Such,  I  say,  will  be  the  con- 
sequences, and  such  I  mean  to  prove 

,  Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  Wished  to  know  if  the  gentle- 
man  had  any  more  right  to  debate  the  questioi^ 
than  he  bad. 

Mr.  Q,oiNCY  resumed  his  seat ;  and 

The  Speaker  decided  that  great  latitude  in 
debjgite  was  generally  allowed  ;  and  that,  by  way 
of  argument  against  a  bill,  the  first  part  of  the 
gentleman's  observations  was  admissible;  but  the 
latter  member  of  the.  sentence,  viz:  *' That  it 
^  would  be  the  duty  of  some  States  to  prepare  for 
<  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently  if 
-  they  must,"  was  contrary  to  the  order  of  de- 
bate. '  , 

Mr.  LEwia  called  for  the  decision  of  another 
question  of  order,  viz :  Whether  a  Delegate,  hold- 
ing a  seat  in  this  If  ouse  byr  courtesy  aloncy  with- 
out a  right  to  vote,  has  a  right  to  call  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  order  ? 

Mr.  NswTON  a^ked,  for  what  a  Delegate  was 
sent  here,  but  to  take  care  of  the  political  rights 
of  the  Territory  he  represented?  And  where  he 
ooDceived  them  to  b^  affected,  as  in  this  easa, 
he  had  certainly  the  sam^  rights  as  any  other 
member.      ■ 

The  SPBAtEii  decided  against  Mt.  Lewis's  ap- 
peal to  order* 

. '  Mr.  MajCon  expressed  his  wish  that  the  gentle- 
man had  hot  been  interrujpted  in  his  speech,  al' 
though  no  one  was  more  averse  to  hearing  any- 
thing said  about  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  than 
he  was. 

Mr.  WRionr  wished  that  the  gentlemaa  should 
xfow  be  permitted  to  pursue  his  speech. 

'  The  Speaker,  however,  havinc^  decided  Mr. 
^uinct's  observations  to  be  out  of  order — 

Mr.  0,011^7  -appealed  from  his  decision,  and 
required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  apj^al. 

Mr.  Borwell  said,  that  the  members  of  the 
House  were  responsible,  not  to  the  House,  but  to 
the  people,  for  the  arguments  they  used  in  debate ; 
that  the  rules  of  the  House  only  applied  to  the 
order  and  f&ciiity  of  public  business,  and  not  to 
the  sentiments  expressed  iii  debate.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  far  from  implying  ^n  approbation  of  the 
.gentleman's sentiments;  but  he  thouehtthe|^  were 
a  matter  altogether  between  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  QoLO  quoted  Jefferson's  Manual,  to  show 
that  whatever  was  said  in  debate  of  a  disorderly 
nature  should  not  be  noticed  until  the  person 
using  such  words  had  gone  through  with  his 
remarks. 
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Messrs.  Pitkin,  Shpffbt,  Kqea^  and  several 
•others,  rose  to  spealc ;  but  the  SpEAKsa  read  the 
«arule  which  precludes  debate  od  an  appeal  from 
t))e  Speaker's  decistou. 

Thecmeslion  was  stated  thus:  ^*  Is  the  decision 
^f  the  SpEAKEft  correct  ?"  Aad  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tbas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WUlis  Alston,  jun.,  WU- 
lUm  Anderson,  DsTid  Bard,  WiiHun  T.  Barry,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown  Joeeph  Omlhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ftndley,  Barzil- 
lai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Huf^,  Richard'  M^  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thom- 
as Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  Jbhn  Rea  of  PennsyWa- 
nia,  iohn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Ribhards,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas 
Bammons,  John  A.  Bcodder,  Ebenezer  Seater,  8amuet 
Bhaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmiKe,  6eorge  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  JohnTliompson,  Charles  Turner,  jr», 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn^ 
Robert  Witherspooii,  and  Robert  Wright — 63. 

Nats — Joseph  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bas- 
•ett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blafs- 
deU,  William  A.  Burw^,  WiUiam  Butler.  Joh^i  Camp- 
bell,  John  C-  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daren- 
port,  junior,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Darid  8.  Garland,  Chailes  Goldsboroug^, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  H.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haren,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, Ebenezer 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Rob^srt  Jenkins, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Kniekerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Linngston,  Nathaniel  Maeon, 
Vincent  Matthewi^  Samuel  McKee,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newlop,  Josejph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Hckmon,  junior, 
Timothy  Pitkm,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheflfey,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  - 
George  M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  Laban  Wheaton — ^6. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  was  reversed  ; 
]^r.  CIoihct's  obserTations  were  declared  to  be 
in  order ;  and  be  proceeded.     ^ 

I  rejoice,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  result  of  this  ap- 

Jieal.  Not  from  any  personal  consideration,  but 
rom  the  respect  paid  to  the  essential  rights  of  the 
people,  in  one  of  their  RepresentatiTes.  When  I 
spoke  of  a'ftenaralion  of  the  States  as  resulting 
from  the  violation  of.  the  Constitution,  contem- 
plated in. this  bill,  I  spoke  of  it  as  of  a  necessity, 
deeply  to  be  deprecated ;  but  as  resulting  from 
causes  so  certain  and  obvious,  as  to  be  absolutely 
inevitable  when  the  effect  of  toe  principle  as  prac- 
lieally  experienced.  It  is  to*  preserve,  to  guard 
the  Constitution  of  my  country,  that  I  denounce 
this  attempt.  I  would  rouse  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  apathy^,  with  which  they  seem 
beset*  These  observations  are  not  made  in  a 
corner;  |here  is  no  low  intrisue ;  no  secret  mach- 
inations. I  am  on  the  people's  own  ff round — to 
them  I  appeal,  concerning  tHeir  own  rights,  their 


own  liberties,  their,  own  intept  in  adopiog  this 
Constitution.    The  voice  I  have  uttered,  at  whick 

? gentlemen  startle  with  such  agitation,  is  do  on* 
riendly  voice.  I  intended  it.  as  a  voice  of  wtm- 
iog.  By  this  people,  and  b^  the  event,  if  this  bill 
passes,  I  am  willing  to  be  judged,  whether  it  be 
not  a  voice  of  wis&m.  - 

The  bill^  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  pasted, 
has  this  assumed  principle  for  its  basie-^lbat  the 
three  branches  of  this  National  GovemqieDt, 
without  recurrence  to  conveiuioos  of  the  people^ 
in  the  States,  or  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  Statei, 
are  authofized  to  admit  new  partners  to  a  tbsre 
of  the  political  power,  in  countries  out  of  the  ori- 
ginal limits  of  the  United  Stat^.  New,  this  as- 
sumed principle  I  maintain  to  be  altogether  wiiji- 
out  any  sanction  in  the  Constitution.  I  deebre 
it  to  be  a  manifest  and  atrocious  usurpation  of 
power;  of  a  natuw,  dissolving,  according  to  qd* 
deniable'  principles  of  moral  law,  the  ebligatioBs 
of  our  national  compact;  and  leading  (o  ail  the 
awful  consequences  which  flow  from  such  a  state 
of  things. 

Concerning  this  aisstHned  principle,  which iitbe 
basis  of  this  bill,  this  is  the  general  position  «i 
which  I  rest  my  argument — that  if  the  aatbontiT: 
now  proposed  to  be  exercised,  be  delegated  to  the 
three  branches  of  the  Government,  by  virtue  of 
the  Constitution,  it  results  either  from  itsgenenl 
nature,  or  from  its  particular  provisions.  1  sb«il 
consider  jdistiiMtly  both  these  sources,  in  relttioB 
to  this  pretended  power. 

ToUchioff  the  general  nature  of  the  iastromeat 
called  the  Constitution  of  the  United  StAtei,tl^te 
is  no  obscurity— ^t  has  no  fabl^  descent,  like  the 
palladium  of  ancient  Troy,  from  the  heafens.  I> 
origin  is  not  confused  bv  the  mists  of  tiiBe,oi 
hidaen  by  the  darkness  of  past,  unexplored  ages; 
it  is  the  fabric  of  our  day.  Some  now  liviog,  has 
a  share  in  its  construction — all  of  us  stood  bv,iB<l 
saw  the  rising  of  the  edifioe.  There  can  be  oo 
doubt  about  iu  nature.  It  is  a  political  coiBpiet* 
By  whom  ?  And  about  what  ?  The  preamble 
to  the  instrument  will  answer  these  questions: 

'  *<  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justioa,  iaiW^ 
mestio  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  dataiee, 
promote  the  gencval  welfare,  and  secure  the  blii«inp 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pesteiity,  do  ordain  end 
establish  this  Constitution,  for  the  United  States  of 
America." 

U  is,  *^  we,  the  people  of  the  United  Statea  for 
ourselves  and  our  posterity ;"  not  for  the  people  « 
Louisiana;  nor  for  the  people  of  New  Orleans, 
or  of  Canada.  None  of  these  enter  into  the  scope 
of  the  instrument ;  it  embraces  only  **  the  United 
States  pf  Atherica."  Who  those  are,  it  may  aeeoi 
strange,  in  thia  place,  to  inquire.  But  trolf,  tu, 
our  imaginations  have,  of  late,  been  to  aeeuatomeo 
to  wander  after  new  settlemenu  to  the  very  wd 
of  the  earth,  that  it  will  not.be  time  ill-spent  to 
inquire  what  this  phrase  m^ns,  and  what  it  la- 
ciudes.  These  are  not  terms  adopted  at  baxard; 
they  have  reference  to  a  state  of  things  existing 
anterior  to  the  Constitution.  Wben^he  peop*« 
of  the  present  United  Sutea  began  to  oontcmpiaia 
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«  seTerance  from  their  parent  State,  it  was  a  long 
time  before  they  fixed  defioitely  the  Dame  by 
which  they  would  be  designated,  in  1774,  they 
called  themselves  "  the  CoIoDies  and  Provitices 
of  North  America."  In  1775,  "the  Representa- 
tiYes  of  the  United  Colonies  of  North  America." 
la  the  Declaration  of  Indepeodeoce,  "  the  Jlepre- 
sentatives  of  the  Onited  States  of  America."  And 
finally,  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  style 
of  the  confederacy  is  declared  id  be  '^ihe  United 
'  States  of  America."  It  was  with  reference  to 
the  old  articles  of  pon federation,  and  to  preserve 
the  identity  and  established  iadividuality  of  their 
character,  that  the  preamble  to  this  Const\tutioD, 
not  content,  simply,  with  declaring  that  it  is  ^  we 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales,"  who -enter  into 
this  compact,  adds  that  it  is  for  *^  the  United 
States  of  America.*'  Concerning  the  territory 
contemplated  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
in  these  general  terms^  there  can  be  no  dijipute; 
it  is  settled  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  included 
within  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  St.  Croix,  the 
lakes^  and  more  precisely,  so  far  as  relates  to|he 
frontier,  having  relation  to  the  present  argument, 
within  ^a  line  to  be  drawn  through  the  middle 
'  of  the  river  Mississippi,  untilitinlersecttbenorlh- 

*  ernnQOst  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 

*  latitude  to  the  river  Apala^jhicola,  thence  along 
'  the  middle  of  this  river  to  its  junction  with  the 
'  Flint  river,  thente  straight  to  the  head  of  the  St. 
*•  Mary's  river,  and  thence  down  the  St.  Mary's  to 
'  the  Atlantic  ooean.^ 

I  have  been  thus  particular  to  draw  the  mind* 
of  gentlemen,  distinctly,  to  the  meaning  -of  the 
teroiia  used  in  the  preamble ;  to  the  extent  which 
**  the  United  States"  th^n  included  ;  and  to  the 
fact  that  neither  New  Orleans  net  Louisiana 
were  within  the  comprehension  of  the  term9  of 
tbia  iastrnment.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  pre^^nt 
branch  of  my  argument  to  say,  th^t  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  general  nature  of  this  compact  from 
which  tbe  power  contemplated  to  be  exercised  in 
this  bill  results.  On  the  contrary,  as  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  associate  in  political  power  im- 
plies, necessarily,  a  new  division  of  power,  and 
eonseqoent  diminution  of  |be  relative  proportion 
of  the  foriiier  proprietors  of  it ;  there  can,  certainly, . 
be  nothing  more  obvious,  than  that  from  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  the  instrument  no  power  can  result 
to  diminish  and  give  away  to  strangers  any  pro- 
portion of  the  rights  of  the'original  partners,-  if 
such  a  power  exist,  it  must  be  found,  theri,Ln  the 
pariicvriar  provisions  in  the  Constitution.  The 
qnestion  now  arising  is,  in  whieh  of  these  provi- 
eioMis  is  given  the  power  to  admit  new  States,  to 
be  created  in  territories^  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
old  United  States.  It  it  exist  any whei'e^  it  is 
either  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  or  in  the  treaty-making  power. 
Kit  result  from  neither  of  these,  it  is  not  pretended 
to  be  found  anywhere  else. 

That  part  of  the  third  isebtion  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle, on  whieh  the  advocates  of  this  bill  rely,  is  the 
follewhig :  "  New  States  may  be  admitted,  by  the 
'  Congress,  into  this  Union  ;  btrt  no  new  States 
^  aliali  be  forated  ot  erected  within  the  jurisdic- 


'  tion  of  any  other  States  nor  any  State  be  formed 
'  by  the  junction  of  two  qr  more  $tate$,  or  parts  of 
^  Slates,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of 
*'  the  Statesooncerned,aswelias  of  the  Congress." 
-^I  know,  Mr.  Sj)eaker,.  that  the  first  clause  .of 
this  paragraph  has  been  retfd,  with  all  the  supers 
cUioMsufss  of  a  grammarian^  triumph.  *^  New 
States  n>ay  be  admittea,  by  the  Congress,  into 
this  UnionJ'  Accompanied  with  ^his  most  con- 
sequential inquiry:  ^*  Is*  not  this  a  new  State  to 
be  admitted  ?  And  is  not  hc^re  an  expre9S  author- 
ity ?"  I  have^  no  doubt  (his  is  a  full  and  satisfac- 
tory argument  to  erery  ^ne,  who  is  content  with 
the  mere  cdors  and  superficies  of  things.  And  if 
we  were  now  at  the  bar  of  some  stall-fed  justice, 
the  inquiry  would  insure  victory  to  the  maker  ot 
it,  to^the  manif^t  delight  of  the  constables  and 
suitors  of  his  court.  But,  sir.  We  are  now  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  v^bole  American  people,;  rea- 
soningconceminflr  their  liberties  their  rights,  their 
Constitution.  These  are  n6t  to  be  inade  the  vic- 
tims of  the  inevitableobscority  of  general  terms; 
nor  the  sport  of  .verbal  criticism.  The  question 
is  concerning  the  ijotent  of  the. American  people, 
the  proprietors  of  the  qld  United  States,  when 
thejr  agreed  to  this  article.  ^  Dictionaries  and 
spelling  books  are,  here,  of  no  authority.  Neither 
Johnson  nor  Walter,  nor  Weba^ei'  nor  Dil worth, 
has  any  voice  in  this  njat'ter.  Sir,  the  question 
concerns  the  prepbrtionpf  power,  reserved  by  this 
Constitution,  to  every  »iate  in  the  Union.  Have 
the  three  branches  of  tbis  Gtovernment^a  right, 
at  will,  to  Weaken  and  outweigh  the  influence,  ref- 
spectively  secured  to  each  State,.in  this  compact, 
by  introducing,  at  pleasyre,  new  partners,  situate 
beyond  the  old  limits  of  (he  United  States  ?  The 
question  has  not  relatioh  merely  to  ISlew  Orleans. 
The  great  objection  is  lb  thOrprinciple  of  the  bilU 
If  ihia  bill  be  admitted,  the  whol^  space  of  Lou- 
isiana, greater,  it  is  said,  than  the  entire  extent  of 
the  old  united  Sutes,  will  be  a  mighty  theatre,- 
in  which  this  QovernmSent  assumes  the  right  of 
exercising  this  unparalleled  power.  And  it  w^l  be ; 
there  is  no  concealment,  it. is  intended  to  be,  exer- 
cised. Nor  will  it  stop,  until  the  very  name  and 
nature  of  the  old  nartoerji  be  overwhelmed  by  new 
comers  into  the  Confederacy.  Bir^  (he  question 
gfoes  to  the  very  root  of  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  present  members  of  this  Union.  The  re^l 
intent  bf  this  article  i^  therefore,  an  inquiry  of 
most  serious  import ;  aqd  is  tcf  ,be  settled  only  by 
a  recurrence  to  the  knotvn 'history  and  known  re- 
lations of  this  people  [and  their  Constitution. 
These,  I  maintain,  support  this  position:  that  the 
terms  "  new  States,"  in  (this  article,  do  intend  new 
political  sovereignties,  to  be  forn{eil.  within  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  Slates ;  and  do  not 
intend  new  political  sovereignties  with  territorial 
annexations,  to  be  erected,  without  the  original 
limits  of  the  United  Stittes.  I  undertake  to  sup- 
port both  branches  of  this  position  to  the  satifac- 
tion  of  the  people  bf  these  United  States.  As  to 
any  expectation  of  convjcS^iai^  on  this  floor,  I  know 
the  nature  of  the  ground ;  and  iiow  hopeless  any 
arguments  are,  w)iich  tpwart  a'coj)certed  course 
of  measures.  \-  • 
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I  recur,  in  the  first  p}ace,  to  the  evidence  of 
history.  This  furoishes  the  folloWingr  leading 
fact :  that  before,  aod  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  tJiis  Constitution,  the  creation  of  new  pditteal 
sovereignties  within  the  limits  of  the  oki  United 
States  was  contemplated.  Among  the  records  of 
the  old  Coo|:re8s  will  be  found  ^  resolution,  passr 
ed  as  long  ago  as  the  10th  day  of  October.  1780. 
contemplating  the  cession  of  unappropriated 
lands'to  th-e  United  States,  accompanied  by  a  pro- 
vision that,  "  ihey-shall  be  disposed  of  for  the 

<  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
'settled  and  formed,  into  dii^tinct  Republican 
'  States,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  Fed- 

<  eral  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sover* 

*  eignty,  freedom,  and  independience,  as  the  other 
'States."  Afterwird,  on  the  Tih  of  July,  1786, 
the  subject  of  "laying  out  and  forming  kito 
States'*  the  country  lying  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  same 
body;  aiid another  resolutipn  was  passed  recom- 
mending to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  K^tevise 
their  act  ol'  cession,  so  as  to  permit  a  more  eligi- 
ble division  of  that  portion  of  territory  derived 
fron»'her  5  "  which  States,"  it  proceeds  to  declare, 
"  shall  hereafter  become  members  of  the  Federal 
*UiHon,  a&d  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty. 

*  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original 
'Slates,  in  conform rty  with  the  resolution  of 

*  Congress  of  the  lOlh  of  October,  1780."  AH 
the  Territories,  to  whidi  these  resolutions  had 
fvference^  were  undeniably  within  the  ancient 
limits  of  the  United  Slates. 

Herej  then,  is  a  leading  fact,  that  the  article 
in  the  Constitution  had  a  condilioa  of  things,  no- 
torious at  the  time  whert^  it  was  adopted,  upon 
•■^ich  it  was  to  act,  and  to  meet  the  exigency 
resulting  from  which,  such  an  article  wais  requis- 
ite. That  is  to  say^,  new  States,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  were  contemplated  at 
the  time  when  the  foundations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion were  laid.  But  wehaVe  another  authority 
Upon  this  point,  which  is,  in  truth,  a  cotempora- 
meous  exposition  of  this  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  allude  to  the  resolution,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  July,  1788,  in  the  words  following: 

«  Whereas  application  has  been  lately  made  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  the  district 
of  Kentucky,  for  the  admission  of  the  said  district  into 
the  Federal  Union,  as  a  separate  member  thereof,  on 
the  terms  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  said  Legislature, 
and  in  the  resolutions  of  the  said  district,  relative  to 
the  premises.  And  whereas  Congress,  having  fully 
considered  the  subject,  did,  on  the  third  day  of  June 
last,  resolve  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  district 
be  erected  into  a  sovereign  and  independent  State 
and  a  separate  member  of  the  Federal  Union  ;  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  report  and  act  accordingly, 
which  committee,  on  the  second  instant,  was  discharg- 
ed, it  appearing  that  nine  States  had  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  lately  submitted  to  con- 
ventions of  the  people.  And  whereas  a  new  Ccnfed- 
eracy  is  formed  among  the  ratifying  States,  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  State  of  Virginia,  includ- 
ing the  said  district,  did,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  be- « 
come  a  member  of  the  said  Confederacy :   And  where- ' 


asaa  act  of  Congress,  in  Um  present  state  of  the  yov^ 
•mment  of  the  country,  severing  a  part  of  the  said 
State  from  the  other  parts  thereof,  and  adaittiiig 
into,  the  Confederacy,  formed  by  the  articles  of  Cod- 
federation  and  perpetual  union,  as  an  independent 
member  jthereof,  may  be  attended  with  many  ineonTe- 
niences,  while  it  can  have  no  ei&ct  to  make  the  said 
district  a  separate  member  of  the  Federal  Union, 
formed  by  the  adoption  of  the  said  Constitution,  and 
therefore  it  must  be  manifestly  improper  for  Congress 
assembled,  under  the  articles  of  Confederation,  to  adopt 
any  other  measures  relative  to  the  premises  than  those 
which  express  their  sense,  that  the  said  district  onght 
to  be  an  independent  member  of  the  Union,  as  soon  as 
dreumstances  shall  permit  proper  measures  to  be 
adopted  for  that  purpose, 

*<  Rfolvtd^  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
(rress,' relative  to  the  independency  of  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  be  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Viigi- 
nia,  and  also  to  Samuel  McDowell,  Esq.,  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  said  Convention ;  and  tiiat'the  said  Leigis- 
latnre,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  dbtriot  afi>i«- 
saidf'be  informed  that,  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  now  ratified,  Congress  think  it  nnad- 
visable  to  adopt  any  further  measures,  for  adoutting 
the  district  of  Kentucky  into  the  Federal  Union,  as  an 
independent  member  thereof,,  under  the  articles  of  Con- 
foderation  and  perpetual  union;  but  that  Congms, 
thinking  it  expedient  that  the  said  district  be  made  a 
separate  State  and  member  of  the  Union,  as  sooa 
after  proceedings  shall  commence  under  the  saki  Con- 
stitution as  circunistanoes  shall  permit,  necommeiid  it 
to  die  said  Legislature,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  district,  so  to  alter  their  acts,  and  resolatfonS, 
relative  to  the  premises,  as  to  render  them  oonftmable 
to  the  provisions  made  in  the  said  Constitttti(m,  to  tiM 
end  that  no  impediment  maybe  in'  the  way  sf  tiw 
speedy  accompUshment  of  this  important  business.'' 

In  this  resolution  of  the  old  Congress,  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  having  been  adopted  by  nine 
States,  an  act  of  the  old  Congress  could  have  bo 
effeet  to  make  Kentucky  a  separate  memher  of 
the  Unipn,  and  that,  although  they  thought  it  ei- 
pedient  that  it  should  so  be  admitted,  yet  thai 
this  oouM  only  be  done  under  the  provisioasoiajie 
in  the  new  constitution.  It  is  impossible  to  have 
a  more  direct  contemporaneous  evidence  that  the 
case  contemplated  in  this  article  Was  that  of  the 
Territories  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutes; 
yet  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon,)  for  whpse  integrity  and  independence! 
have  very  j^reat  respect,  toW  us  the  oiher  day, 
that  ''if  this, article  had  not  territories  without 

*  the  limits  of  the  old  United  States  to  act  upon, 

*  it  would  be  wholly  without  meantajg.  Becnsse 
'  the  ordinance  of  the  old  Congress  had  secured 
'  the  right  to  the  States  within  the  old  Uqtted 

*  States,  and  a  provision  for  that  object,  in  the 

*  new  constitution,  was  wbolly.  unnecessary.'^ 
Now,  I  will  appeal  to  the  gentleman's  own  can* 
dor,  if  the  very  reverse  of  the  conciusioa  he 
draws  is  not  the  true  oQe,ai'ier  he  has  considered 
the  following  fact  t  That,  by  this  ordinance  of 
the  old  Congress,  it  was  dec^lared,  that  the  booad- 
aries  of  the  contemplated  States,  and  the  tervis 
of  their  admission,  should  be,  in  certain  particu- 
lars, specified  in  the  ordinanee,  snhjeoi  totheoea- 
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trol  of  Congress.  Now,  as  by^  the  new  constita- 
tion  the  oldCongreto  was  about  to  be  aDtifhilated, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  very  fulfilment 
of  this  ordinance,  that  the  new  constitution  should 
have  this  power  for  the  admission  of  new  States 
within  the  ancient  limits,  so  that  the  ordinance 
of  the  old  Congress^  far  iVom  showinj?  the  inu- 
tility of  such  a  provision  for  (he  Territories 
witniQ  the  ancient  limits,  expressly  proves  the 
reverse,  and  is  an  evidence  of  its  necessity  to  ef- 
fect the  object  of  the  ordinance  itself. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  more  satisfactoify  evi- 
dence adduced' or  reqtiired  of  the  first  part  of  the 
position,  that  the  terras  ''new  States"  did  intend 
new  political  sovereignties  within  the  limits  of 
the  old  United  States.  For  it  is  here  shown, 
that  the  creation  of  such  States,  within  the  tetri- 
torial  limits  fited  by  the  treaty  of  17d3,  had  been 
contemplated ;  that  tbe  old  Congress  itself  ex* 
pressly  asserts '  that  the  new  Constitution  gave 
the  power  for  that  object;  that  the  nature  of  the 
old  ordinance  required  such  a  power,  fbr  fhe  pur- 
pose  of  carrying,  its  provisions  into  effect,  and 
tliat  it  has  been,  from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
th^  Federal  Constitution,  unto  this  hour,  applied 
exchisiveiy  to  the  admission  of  States,  within 
the  itmits  of  the  old  United  States,  and  wa?  never 
attempted  to  be  extended  to  any  other  object. 

Naw,  having^  shown  a  purpose,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  th^  Constitution  of  the  United 
States^  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  scope  of 
tlie  terms  of  the  article,  ought  not  the  evidence 
be  veff  strong  to  satisfy  the  mind,  tjiat  tlie  terms 
really  intended  something  else,  besides  this  obvi- 
ous purpose;  that  it  inav  be  fairly  extended  te 
the  entire  circle  of  the  globe,  wherever  title  can 
be  obtained  by  purchase,  or  conquest,  an4  the  new 
partners  in  the  politrcal  power  may  be  admitted 
at  the  mere  discretion  of  this  Legislature,  any 
where  that  ft  wills.  A  principle  thus  mbnstrotis 
IB  asserted  in  this  bill. 

But  I  think  it  may  be  made  satfsfactorilv  to 
appear  not  only  that  the  terms  ''new  States"  in 
this  article  did  mean  political  sovereignties  to1)e 
ibrmed  within  the  original  limits  of  the  United 
States,  as  has  just  been  ahown,  but,  also,  aega- 
tirely,  that  it  did  ^not  intend  new  political  sove* 
teign ties,  with  territorial  annexatioin.  to  be  crea- 
ted withom  those  original  limits.    This  appears 
first  from  the  very  tenor  of  the  aiticle.    All  its 
Hmrtations  hare  respect  to  the  creation  of  Stiites, 
within  the  original  limits.    Two  States  shall  not 
be  joined ;  no  new  State  shall  bcf  erected,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concern- 
ed a^  well  as  of  Congress.    Now,  had  forefj n  ter- 
ritories been  contemplated,  had  the  new  habits, 
ctiitoms,  manners,  and  language  of  other  nations 
been  in  the  idea  of  the  framers  t>f  this  Constitu- 
tion, would  not  some  lifaiitation  have  been  devi- 
sed, to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  a  power,  in  its 
nature  so  enormous,  and  so  obviously,  when  it 
occQtred,  calculated  toexcite  just  jealousy  among 
the  States,  whose  relative  wefght  would  be  so  es- 
aentlallv  affected  by  such^an  infusion  at  once  of  a 
msss  or  foreigners  into  th^i^  Councils,  and  into 


all  the  rights  of  the  country?    The  want  of  aH 
limitation  6f  such  power  would  be  a  strong  evi- 
dence^ were  others  wanting,  that  the  powers,  now 
about  to  be  exercised,  never  entered  into  the  im- 
agination of  those  thoughtful  and  nrescient  men, 
who  constructed  tbe  fabric.    But  there  is  another 
most  powerful  argument  against  the  extension  of 
this  article  to  embrace  the  right  to  (ireate  States 
without  the  originariimits  of  the  United  States, 
deducible  from  the  utter  silence  of  alt  debates  at 
the  period  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti* 
tution,  touching  thei  power  here  proposed  to  be 
usurped.    If  ever  there  was  a  titoe^  in  which  the 
ingenuity  of  the  greatest  men  of  an  age  was  taxed 
to  find  argttn^epts  in  favor  of  and  ag[ainst  any  po- 
litical measure,  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution.    All  the  faculties  of  the  hu- 
man mind  were,  on  the  one  -side  and  th«  other, 
put  upon  their  utmost  stretch,  to  find  the  real  an4 
imaginary  blessings  or  evils,  likelv  to  result  from 
the  proposed  measure.    Now  I  call  upon  the  ad  vo* 
eates  of  this  bill  to  point  out,  in  all  the  debates  of 
that  period, in  anyone  publication,  in  anyone 
newspaper  of  those  times,  a  single  intimation,  by 
friend  or  foe  to  the  Constitution,  approving  or 
censuring  it  for  containing  the  power,  here  pro- 
posed to  be  usurped,  or  a*single  suggestion  that 
it  might  be  extended  tosuch  an  object,  as  is  now 
proposed.    J  do  not  say  that  no  sueh  sug^estioi^ 
was  ^v«r  made.    But  this  I  will  say,  thatTdo  not 
believe  there  is 'such  an  one  anywhere  to  be 
found,  '  Certain  I  an^,  I  have  never  been  nble  to 
meet  the  s4)ado#  of  such  a  suggesiion,  and  I  have 
made  no  inconsrderable  researcb  upon  the  point. 
Sueb  may  exist^but  until  it  be  produced,  we  have 
a  right  to  reason  as  though  it  hisd  no  existence. 
No  sir.    The  people  of  this  country  at  that  day 
had  no  idea  of  the  territorial  avidity  of  their  suc- 
cessors.   It  was,  on  the  contrarv,  an  argument,, 
urged  against  the  success  of  the  project,  that 
the  territory  was  too  extensive  for  a  Republican 
form  of  Government.    But,  now  there  is  no 
limits  to  our  ambitious  hopes.    We  are  about  to 
cross  the  Mississippi.    The  Missouri  and  Red 
river  are  but  roads,  on  whixih-  our  imagination 
travels  to  new  lands  and  new  States  to  be  raised 
and  admitted  (under  the  power,  now  first  usurp- 
ed) into  this  Union,  among  undiscovered  lands, 
in  the  west.    But  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
Conveiition  had  Canada  iii  view,  in  this  arti-> 
cle,  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  told 
this  House,  that  a  member  of  tbe  Convention,  as 
I  understood  him,  either  now,  or  lately  a  member 
of  the  Senate,  informed  him  that  the  article  had 
that  reference.    Sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  hits  had  a  communi- 
cation such  as  he  intimaies.    But,  for  myself,  I 
have  no  sortof  Aiitb  in  these  convenient  recollee- 
tioos,  suited  to  serve  a  turn,  to  furnish  an  apology 
for'a  party,  or  give  color  to  a  project.    I  do  not 
deny,  on  the  contrary  I  believe  it  very' probable^ 
that  among  the  coursings  of  some  discursive  and 
craving  fancy,  such  thoughts  might  be  started  ;. 
but  that  is  not  the  question.    Was'thisan  avowed 
object  in  the  Conveotibn  when  it  formed  this  ai^ 
title?    Did  it  enter  into  the  cpnoeptionof  the 
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people  wheo  its  principles  were  discussed  ?  Sir, 
It  did  Dot^  it  could  oot.  The  very  ioteotion 
would  have  been  a  dWrace  both  to  this  people 
and  the  CoDTention.  What,  sir !  Shalt  it  be  lo- 
timated ;  -shall  it. for  a  moioeot  be  admitted^  that 
the  Doblest  and  purest  band  of  patriots,  this,  or 
any  other  country,  ever  could  boasi,  were  enga- 
ged in  machinating  means  for  the  dismember 
ment  of  the  territories  of  a  J^ower  to  which  they 
had  pledged  friendship,  and  the  obserrance  of  all 
the  olTiVigations  which  grow  out  of  a  strict  and 
perfect  amity?  .'The  honor  qf  our  country  for- 
oids  and  disdains  such  a  suggestion. 

'But  there  Js  an  argumetit  stronger,  even  than 
all  those  which  have  been  produced,  to  be  draWQ 
from  the  nature  of  the  power  here  proposed  to  be 
exercised.  Is  it  possible,  tha^  Such  a  power,  if  it 
h%d  been  intended  to  be  given,  by  the  people, 
should  be  left  dependent  upon  thje  eoect  ofgea^- 
ral  expressions;  and  such  too,  as  were  obviously 
applicable  to  another  subject  >  to  a  pariicuiar  exi- 
gency contemplated  at  the  time  ?  JSir,  whi^t  is 
this  power,  we  )Mropo^e  now  to  usurp  ?  Nothing 
less  than  a  power,  changiQg  alj  the  proportion  of 
tlie  weight  and  influence,  posseMed  by  the.  po- 
tent sovereignties  composing  this  Union.  A 
stranger  is  to  be  introduced  to  an  equal  share, 
without  iheir  consent.  Upon  a  principle,  pre- 
tended lo>  be  deduced  from  the  Constitutien-7-. 
this  Qovernment,  after  this  bill  passes,  may  and 
will  multiply  foreign  partners  in  powec,  at  ite 
own  mere  mption ;  at  its  irresponsible  pleasure; 
in  other  words,, as  local  interests^  party  passions, 
or  ambitious  views  may  suggest.  It  is  a  power, 
that,  from  its  nature,  never  could  be  delegated; 
never  was  delegated  \  and  as  it  bfealts  down  all 
the  proportioi>s  of  power  guarantied  bjr  the  Coif- 
stitution,  to  the  States,  upon  which  toelr  essen- 
tial security  depends,  utterly  annihilates  the  mor- 
al force  of  this  political  contrati. .  Would  this 
people,  so  wisely  vigilant  concerning  their  rights, 
nave  transferred  to  Congress  a  power  to  balance, 
at  its  will,  the  political  weight  of  any  one  State, 
n^hmore  of  all  the  States,  by  authorising  it  to 
create  new  Stales  at  its  pleasqre,  in  foreign  coun-' 
tries,  not  pretended  to.be  within  the  scope  of  the 
Constittition  oruhfj  conception  of  the  people,  at 
the  time  of'pasising  it  ? 

This  is  not  so  much  a  question*  concerQing  the 
exercise  of  sovereignty,  as  it  is  who  shall  be  sovr 
ereigo.  Whether  the  proprietors  of  the  good  old 
United  States  shall  Vnanage  their  own  afiairs  in 
their  o.wn  w^y)  or  whether  they,  and  their  Con- 
stitution, and  their  politicalriiifhts,  shall  be  tramp- 
led under  foot  by  foreigners  introduced  through 
a  breach  of. 4he  Constitution.  The  proportion  of 
the  political  weight  of  each  sovereign,  Stat^icon- 
stituting  this  Union,  depends  upon  the  number  of 
the  States-  which  have  a  voice  under  the  com- 
pact. This'number  the  Constitution  permits  as 
to  multiply  at  pleasure,  within  the  limits  of  the 
original  United  States;  observinflr  only  th^  ex- 
pressed limitations in'the  Constitution.  Put  when 
in  order  to  increase  yogar  power  of  augmenting 
this  number  you  passthe  old  limits,  you, are  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  in  afaodamen 


till  point ;  and  in  one  also,  which  is  totally  ibcoq'* 
ststent.with  the  intent  or  the  contract,  and  the 
safety  of  the  States,  which  established  the  asso- 
ciation. What  is  the  practical  didcrence  to  tk« 
o|d  partners,  whether  they  hold  their  liberties  at 
the  will  of  a  master,  or  whether,  by  admitting 
exterior  Stated  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  on* 
gidal  States,  arbiters  are  constituted,  who  by 
availing  themselves  of  the  contrariety  of  interests 
and  views,  which  in  sucfh  a  confederacy  necessarily 
will  arise^  hold  the  balance  an^oag  the  parties, 
which  exist  and  govern  us,  hy  throwing  them- 
selves into  the  scale  most  conformable  to  their 
purposes  ?  In  both  cases  there  is  an  efiecUve  dea- 
poi^ifp.  But  the  last  is  the  inore  galling,  as  -wm 
carry  ihe  chain  in  the  name  and  eait  of  lireemea. 

I  have  thus  shown^.and  whether  fairly,  I  am 
willing  to  be  judged  by  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  American  people^  that  the  power,  propoaed 
to  be  usurped,  in  this  bill,  results  neither  from, 
(he  general  nature,  nor  the  particular  proviaioas, 
of  the  Federal  Constitutidn ;  and  that  it  is  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  it  in-  a  fundamental  point; 
whence  flow':aU  Uie  consequence^  I  have  inti- 
ma^d.  X  • 

But  says  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mn 
Rhil^)  "  thesek  people  have  been  seven  years  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States."  I  deny  it.  Sir — as 
citizens. of  New  Orleans,  or  of  Louisiana,  they 
never  have  been,  igid  bv  the  mode  proposea  they 
never  will  be,  citizens  offhl^  United  "States.  They 
lAay  be  girt  upon  us  /or  the  momen^  hot  no 
real  cement  can  grow' from  such  an.associadon. 
What  the  real  situation  df  the  inhabitants  of  those 
foreign  countries  is,.Iishall  have  occasion  to  show 
pr^ently.  But^^^ys  the  same  gentleman,  ''If  I 
nave  a  farm  have-not  I  a  right  to  purchase  ano- 
ther farm  in  my  neighb^hood,  and  settle  my 
SOBS  upon  it,  and  in,  time  admit  them  to  a  share, 
in  the  management  of  my  household  ?''  Ooabt* 
less,  sir.  But  are  these  cases. parallel?  Are  the 
three  branches  of  this  Government  owners  of  this 
farm  called  the  Uiiited  States  ?  I  desire  to  thank 
Heaven,  they  are  nof.  I  hold  my  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  and  the  people  of  the  State,  fitw 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  RepresentatiTe, 
hold  theirs,  by  a  better  tenure  than  any  this  Na- 
tional Government  can  give.  Sir,  I  know  your 
virtue.  And  I  thank  the  Great  Giver  of  every 
good  gift,  that  neither  the  gentleman  from  Tea* 
nessee,  .nor  his  comrades,  nor  any,  nor  all  the 
dlembers  of  this.  House,  nor  of  the  other  branck 
of  the  Legislature,  nor  the  good  gentleman  who 
lives  in  th^  palace- yonder,  nor  all  combined,  can 
touch  these  my  essential  rights  and  those  of  my 
friends  and  constituents,. except  in  a  limited  and 
pMscribed  fopm.  No,iBir,  We  hold  these  by  the 
laws,  customs,  and,  principles  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts.  Behind  her  ample  shield 
we  find,  refuge,  and  feel  ^fety.  I  beg  gestlemeA 
not  to  act  upon  the  principle  that  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  is  their  farm. 

But,  the  gentleman  adds,  **  what  shall  we^do, 
if  we  do  not  admit  the  pec^le  of  Louisiaf  a  into 
our  Union — our  children  are  settling  that  coua- 
try."    Sir,  it  is  no  concern  of  mine  what  he  doea. 
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Beetme  hts  children  bavt  ran  wild  and  ancpyered 
into  the  woods,, is  that  a  reason  for  him  to  break 
into  my  bouse,  or  xWt  boases  of  my  frfeods.  to 
filch  otir  children's  clothes,  in  order  to  corer  his 
children's  nakedness  ?  This  CoosfitCltion  never 
wa^  and  never  can  4)e  strained  to  lap  overall  the 
wilderness  of  the  West,  without  essentially  affect'* 
ing  both  the  rights  and  convenience  of  its  real 
proprietorsb  It  was  ii^ver  constrticted  to  form  a 
covering  for  the  iohabitapts  of  the  Missoari,  and 
the  Red  River  country.  And  whenever  it  is  at- 
tempted to  be  stretched  *over  them,  it  will  rend 
ftsander.  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  my  argu- 
ment. It  rests  upon-  this  fuadaroental  principle, 
tliat  the  ppoportiod  6f  political  power,  subject  only 
to  the  internal  modifications  permitted  by  the 
'Constitution,  is  an  inalieoable,  essential,  intan- 
gible right.  When  it  is  tavehed,  the  ftibrte  is  an- 
ntbiUted.  For  on  the  preservation  of  these  pro- 
portiom  depend  our  rights  jind  liberties.' 

If  we  recur  to  the  known  relations  existing 
among  the  States,  at  the  tim^  of  the  adoption  m 
this  Coastitutiofi,  the  same  conetusion  will  results 
The  rarious  interests,  habits^roahners^  prejudices^ 
education,  situation,  and  views,  which  excited 
jealousies  and  anxieties  in  the  breasts  of  some  of 
our  most  distinguished  citizens,  touching  the  re* 
suit  of  the  pro^io^  Constitution,  were  potent  ob- 
stacles to  iu  adoption.    The  immortal  ieader  of 
oor  Revolution,  in  his  letter  to  the  Presidebt  of 
the  old  Congress,  written  as  President  of  the  Con- 
ventton  which  forq^ed  this  compact,  thus  speaks 
on  this  subject:    "^  It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to 
'  draw  with  precbion  the  line   between  those 
'  rigHts  which  must  be  surrendered  and  those 
'  which  may  be  reserved ;  and  on  the  present  oc- 
*  easion,*this  difficulty  was  increased  by  a  differ- 
'  ence  among  the  seireral  States  as  to  their  sitaa- 
'  tion,   extent,  habits,  and  particular  interests^" 
The  debates  of  that  period  wilt  show  that  the  ef- 
fect of  the  slave  votes,  upon  the  polltibal  influ- 
ence of  t^is  part  of  the  country,  and  theaaticipa- 
ttA  variation  of  the  weight  ot  power  to  the  West, 
were  subjects  of  great  jealohsy  to  some  of  the 
beet  patriots  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States. 
fikippose,  then,  that  it  had-  been  distinctly  fore- 
seeOf  that,  in  addition  to  thd  effect  of  this  weight, 
the  whole  population  ofa  World  beyond  the  Mis^ 
aiaaippi  was  to  be  brought  In  to  this  and  the  other 
ImncA  of  the  Legislature)  to  form  our  laws,  coii-" 
trol  om*  rights*  and  decide  our  destiny.    Sir,  can 
it  be  pretended  that  the  patriots  of  that  day  would 
for  one  moment  have  listened  to  if?    Thejr  were 
not  madmen.    They  had  not  taken  degree  atthe 
hospital  of  idiocy.    They  knew  the  nature  of 
Ban  and  the  effect  of  his  combinations  in  politi- 
cal societies.    They  knew  that  when  the  weight 
ofparttcalar8ection8i)f  a  confederacy  was  greatly 
UDequal,  the  resulting  power  would  be  abused ; 
tbM  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  man'  to  exercise 
it  with  moderation.    The  very  extravagance  of 
the  mtended  Use  is  a  conclusive  evidence  against 
the  ponibility  of  the  grant  of  such  a  power,  as  is 
here  proposed.    Why,  sir,  I  have  already  heard 
of  sisc'Bmtes,  and  some  say  there  will  be  at  no 
great  disCan<^e  of  time,  more.    I  hate  also  heard 


that  the  mouth  bf  the  Ohio  will  be  far  to  the 
east  of  the  centre  of  the  contemplated  em])ire. 
If  the  bill  is  passed, 'the  princrple  is  recognised. 
All  the  rest  are  mere  questions  of  expediency. 
It  IS  impossible  such  a  power  could  be  granted. 
It  was  not  fbr  these  men  that  our  fathers  fought. 
It  lyas  not  for  them  this  Constitution  was  adopt- 
,ed.  You  have  no  authority  to  throw  the  rights 
and  liberties,  and  property  of  this  people,  into  a 
"hotch-pot'*  with  the  wild  men  on  the  Missouri, 
nor  with  the  mixed,  though  more  respectable  race 
of  Anglo-Hispano-Gallo  Americans,  who  bask 
on  the  sandsj  in  the  mooih  of  the  Mississippi.  I 
make  no  objection  tolhese  from  their  want  of 
moral  qualities  or  political  light.  <The  inhabi- 
tants of  New  Orleans  are,  I  supposf,  like  those  of 
all  other  countries,  some  good,  some  bad,  some  in- 
different. 

As  then  the  power  ip  this  bill  proposed  to  be 
usurped,  is  neither  to  be  drawn  frbni  the  general 
nature  of  the  instrument,  nor  from  the  clause  just 
examined,  it  follows,  that  if  it.exist.abywhere,  it 
must.iesolt  from  the  treaty-making  power.  This 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  f  Mc-  Rhiba)  as- 
serts— but  the  gentleman  from*  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Mac  on)  denies;  and  verv  justly.  For^hat 
a  monstrous  position  is  this,  tnat  the  treatv-roak- 
iog  power  has  the  competency  toe  ha  n^^e't  he  fun- 
damental relations  of  the  Con^itution'  il»elf ! 
That  a  power  under  the  Constit,ution  should  have 
the  ability  to  change  and  annihilate  thisrastru* 
ment  from  which  it  derives  all  its  power— and 
if  the  treaty-making  power  can  introduoe  neW 
fiartners  to  the  political  rights  of  the  States',  there 
is  no  length,  however  extravagant,  or  inconsist- 
ent with  the  end,  to  which  it  may  not  be  wrested. 

Th6  present  President  of  tiie  United  States, 
when  a  member  pf  the  Virginia  CQnvention  to^ 
adopting  the  Constitntion.  expressly  declares  that 
the  treaty-making  power  nas  limitations  s  and  be  ' 
states  this  as  one,  "".that  it  cannot  alienate  any 
essential  right."  Now,  is. not  here  ad  essential 
right  to  be  alienated  T  The  right  to  that  propor- 
tion of  political  power  which  the  Constitution 
has  secured  to  *rery  State,  modilt^'d  only  oy  such 
internal  increase  of  States  as  the  existing  limits 
of  the  Territories  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Cohstitution  permitted. ,  The  debates  of  that 
period  chiefly  turned  upon  the.  competency  of 
this  power  to  bargifin  away  any  of  the  old  States. 
It  was  agr^,  at  that  time,  that  by  this  power  old 
States  within  the  ancient  limits  could  not  be  sold  * 
from  Us.  And  I  maintain  thst,  bv  it,  new  States 
withotK  the'ancieBl  limits  canno't  be  saddled  upon 
us.  It  was  agreed,  at  that  time,  that,  the  treaty- 
making  power  "could  not  cut  off  a  limh."  And 
I  maintain,, that  nehhc^r  has  itttie  competency  td 
clap  a  hump  upon  our  shoulders.  The  fair  pro- 
portions devised  by  the  Constitution  are  in  both 
cases  marred,  and  the  fate  and  felicity  of  the  po" 
litical  htXfktt.  in  material  particulars,  related  to  the 
essence  of  his  constitution,  affected.  It  was  never 
pretended,  by  the  mosJt  enthusiastic  advocates  for 
the  extent  or  the  treaty-makiiig  poWeh,  that  it  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  Yet,  I 
ask,  suppose  that  Montfrch  should  make  ^  treaty, 
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ttipulatiog  tbtt  HanoTer  or  Hindostan  should 
have  a  right  of  representation  on  the  floor  of  Par- 
liament, would  such  a  treaty  be  binding?  No, 
air ;  not,  as  1  bdieve,  if  a  House  of  Commons  and 
of  Lords  could  be  found  venal  enough,  to  agree 
to  it.  Biit  although  in  that  country  the  tbr^e 
branches  of  its  legislature  are  called  omnipotent, 
and  the  people  might  not  deem  tbepas^lves  justi- 
fied in  resistance,  yet  here  there  is  no  apology  of 
this  kind  >.the  limits  of  our  power  are  distinctly 
marked;  and  when,  the  three  branahes  of  this 
Qovernment  usurp  upon  this  Constitution  in  par- 
ticulars vital  to  the  liberties  of  this  people,  the 
deed  is  at  their  peril. 

I  have  done  with  the  Constitutional  argument. 
Whether  I  have  bieen  able  to  convince  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  am  ignorant — I  bad  almost 
said  indifferent.  But  this  I  will  not  say,  because 
I  am,  indeed,  deeply  anxious  to  prerent  the  pas- 
ttige  of  this  hill.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  however^ 
that  when  the  dissension  pf  this  day  is  passed 
away,  when  party  spirit  shall  no  longer  prevent 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  looking  at 
the  principle  assumed  in  i^  independent  of  gross 
and  deceptive  attachments  and  antipathies,  that 
the  ground  here  defended  will  be  acknowledged 
as  a  high  Constitutional  bulwark^  and  that  the 
principles  here  advanced  wil(  be  appreciated.  • 

i  will  add  ope  word,  touching  the  situation  of 
I^ew  Orlean^i.  T^e  provision  of  the  treaty  of 
1803,  which  stipulates  that  it  shall  be  <*  admitted 
as  soon  as  possible."  does  not  therefore  imply  «. 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  There  are  ways' 
in  which  this  may  constitutionally  be  effected — 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  refer- 
ence to  eonveatioos  of  the  people  in  the  States. 
And  I  do  suppose,  that,  in  relation  to  the.  objects 
of  the  present  bill,  (with  the  people  of  New  Or^ 
leans,)  no  great  difficulty  would  arise.  Consider^ 
as  an  imnortant  accommodation  to  the  Western 
StateS)  tnere  would  be  no  violent  objection  to  the 
measure.  Buj^  this. would  not  answer  all  the  pro^ 
jects  to  which  the  principle  of  this  bill,  when, 
once  admitted,  leads,  and  is-  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied. The  whole  extent  of  Louisiana  is  to  be 
cut  up  into  independent  States,  to  counterbalance 
and  to  paralyxe  whatever  there  is  of  influence  in 
Other  quarteirs  of  the  Union.  Such  a  power,  I 
nm  well  aware  that  the  people  of  the  Slates  would 
never  grant  you.  And  therefore,  if  you  get  it, 
the  only  way  is  by  the  mode  adopted  in  this  biU— ^ 
by  usurpation. 

The  objection  here  urged  is  not  a  new  one*.  I 
teCex  with  great  delioaey  to  thcv  course  pursued  by 
any  member  of  th^  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; yet^I  have  it  from  stich  authority  that  1 
have  au  entire  belief  of  the  fact  that  our  present 
Minister  in  Russia,  then  a  member  of  that  body« 
when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  under  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate,  although  be  was  in  favor 
of  the  treaty,  yet  expressed  great  doubts  on  the 
gfound  of  constitutionality,  in  relation  to  our 
control  over  the  destinies  ot  that  people,  itnd  the 
manner  and  the  principles  pn  which  they  could 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.  And  it  does  appear 
that  he  made  two  several  motions  ia  that  body, 


having  for  their  object,  as  avowed,  and  as  g•tke^ 
ed  from  their  nature,  an  alteration  in  the  Cooiti- 
tutiop,  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  the  stipoU- 
tions  of  that  Convention. 

I  will  add.  only  a  few  words  in  relation  to  (be 
moral  and  political  consequences  of  usurping  thii 
power.    I  have  said,  that  it  would  be  a  vtrtaal 
dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  gentlemen  exprcs 
gjregt  sensibility  at  the  expression.    But  the  true 
source  of  terror  Js  not  the  declaration  I  hare 
mlade,  but  the  deed  yon  propose. .  Is  tberea  moni 
principle  of  public  law  better  settled,  or  mon 
conformably  to  the  plainest  suggestions  of  reason, 
than  that  the  vioUtmn  of  a  contract  by  one  of  thi 
parties  may  be  considered  as  exempting  the  oilier 
from  its  obligations?    Suppose,  in  private  lihf 
thirteen  form  a  partnerohij*}  and  ten  of  them  lui- 
dertake  to  admit  a  new  partner  without  the  eoa- 
cnrrence  of  the  other  three,  would  it  oot  be  it 
their  option  to  abandon  the  partnership,  after  so 
palpable  ai^  infringement  of,  their  rights?  Hot 
much  more,  in  the  political  partnership,  where 
th^  admission  of  new  associates,  without  prerious 
authority,,  is  so  pregnant  with  obvious  daogen 
and. evils  1    Again:  it  js  settled  as  a  principle  of 
mocaiity,  among  writeii  on  public  Uw,  that  do 
person  can  be  obliged,  beyoind  his  intent  ^i  tbe 
time  of  the  contract.    No)w,  who  believes,  who 
dare  assert,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  th«  people 
when  they  adopted  this  Constitution,  to  sisiga} 
eventually,  to  New  Ocleant  and  Louisiaoii  >  P^' 
tion  of  their  politi<;al  power^  and  to  invest  »uj^^ 
people  those  extensive  regions  might  hetsito 
oonuinwiih  an  authority  over .  theoi«l'^«  ••* 
their  descendants?    When  yovi  throw  theweiiat 
of  Louisiana  into  the  scnle)  you  destroy  the  pow* 
icai  equipoise  contemplated  ait  the  time  of  fors* 
ing  the  contract.    Can  any  i^an  venture  to  amm 
that  the  people  did  intend  such  a  comprebeosioa 
as  you  now.  by  construction,  give  itj  o'  <^  j^jj 
concealed  that,  beyond  its  fair  and  acknowledged 
intent,  S0oh4i  compact  bus  no  moial  f»r<^'  H 
gentlemen  are  so  alarmed  at  the  bare  mintio^  ^ 
the  c<Hisequences.  let  theiu'  abandon  a  metfori 
vhich  sooner  or  later  will  produce  them-  /^^^ 
long  before  the  seeds  of  discooteot  will  ripeB,oo 
man  can  foretell ;  but  it  is  the  part  of  wi»**^**^ 
to  multiply  or  scatter  them*    Do,  yon  suppo^  rf 
people  of  the  Northern  and  Atlantic  Staiw  win, 
or  oug[ht  to,  look  on  with  patieiice  and  see  B^ 
sentatives  and  Senators  from  the  Red  riveij  *^ 
Missouri  pouriog  themselves  uppn  this  ^{V^ 
other  floor,  managing  the  concerns  of  a  seawf^ 
fifteen  hundred  otiles  at  least  from  their  '««^"*?^ 
and  having  a  prepgFuderaacy  in  councils,  >oio 
which,  constitutionally,  they  con|d  never  w/* 
been  admitted  ?    I  have  no  hesitation  upon  t^ 
paiut.    They  neither  will  see  it,  nor  ought  ^  »•« 
It,  with  content.    It  is  the  part  of  a  *^»*f  .^^plj 
foresee  danger,  add  to  hide  himself.    This  gt^ 
Usurpation,  which  creeps  into  this  House  ana 
the  plausible  appearance  of  giving  content  to  uji* 
important  point,  New  Orleans,  starts  «p  a  P9^^ 
power  to  control  the  nation.    Upon  the  aciwj 
condition  <rf  things,  there  is,  there  can  be,  JJ?  "^i 
of  concealmjint.    It  is  apparent  to  W  w«"»^ 
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Tisioo.  By  the  course  of  nature,  and  eoofonnable 
to  the  ackoowledged  priociplefi  of  the  Constito- 
tioa,  the  sceptre  <^  power  io  this  country  is  pass* 
iog  towards  the  Northwest;  Sir^  there  is*  to  this 
DO  objection*  The  right  belongs  to  that  quarter 
of  the  country;  enjoy  it|  it  is  yours.  Use  the 
powers  granted  as  you  please;  put  take  care,  in 
your  haste  after  effectaal  dominion,  not  to  over- 
load the  scales  by  heaping  it  with  these  new  ac- 
quisitions. Grasp  not  too  eagerly  at  vour  pur- 
pose. In  your  speed  after  uncontrolled  sway, 
trample  not  down  this  Constitution.  Already  the 
old  States  sink  in  the  estimation  of  members, 
when  brought  into  comparison  with  these  new 
countries.  We  have  been  told,  that  '"^  New  Or- 
leans was  the  most  important  polat  in  the  Union." 
A  place  out  of  the  Union  the  roost  important 
plaaewiihia  it!  We  have  bean  asked,  ^^  What 
are  some  pi  the  small  States,  when  compared 
with  the  Mississippi.Territory  f**  The  gentleman 
from  that  Terrtlory,  (Mr^  romosxTfiA^)  spoke 
the  other  day  of  the  Mississippi  aa  **of  a  ntgh 
road  between**^—.  Good  heavens,  betweeh 
what,  Mr.  Speaker?  Why,  "The  Eastern  and 
Western  States."  So  that  all  the  Northwestern 
Territories,  all  the  countries  once  the.extrenie 
western  boundary  of  out  Union,  are  hereafter  to 
be  denominated  Eastern  States,  '  ^ 

[Mr.  PoiNDbxTER  explained.  He  said  that  he 
had  not  said  that  the  Mississippi  was  to  be  the 
bonodary  between  the  Eastern  and  Westisrn 
States.  He  had  merely  thrown  ou|  a  hint,  that, 
in  erecting  new  States,  it  might  be  a  goad  high" 
road  between  the  States  on  its  waters.  His  idea 
bad  not  extended  beyond  the  new  Stafes,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi.] 

I  make  bo  ^reat  point  of  this  matter.  The 
gentleflieB  will  ftod,io  the  National  Intelligencer, 
the  terms  to  which  I  refer«  There  will  be  aeen^ 
I  presume,  what  he  has  said,  and  what  he  has  not 
said.  The  argument  is  not  affected  by  the  etpla* 
nattov.  New  States  are  intended  to  be  formed 
beyood  the  Mrsslssippi.  There  is  no  limit  to 
men's  imaginations,  on  this  su^ct^  short  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Columbia  river.  When  I  said  that 
the  bill  would  justify  a  revolution,  and  would 
produce  it,  I  spoxe  of  its  principle  and  its  practi- 
cal consequences.  TQ,this  principle  iipd  those 
coixaequences,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  this 
House  and  nation.  If  it  be  about  to  introduce  a 
coadliioxk  of  things  absolutely,  insupportable,  it 
becomes  wise  and  honest  men  to  aotuipate  the 
f  vily  and  to  warn  and  prepare  the  people  .against 
the  event.  I  hav«  no  hesitation  on  the  subject. 
The  extension  of  this  principle  to  the  States,  con* 
templated  beyond  the  Mississippi,  cannot,  will 
not,  and  ought  not,  to  be  borne.  And  the  sooner 
the  people  contemplate  the  unavoidable  result, 
the  better ;  the  more  likely  that  convulsions  may 
be  prevented ;  the  more  hope  that  the  evils  may 
be  palliated  or  removed. 

Mr.  Speaker:  What  is  this  liberty  of  which  so 
much  is  said  ?  Is  it  to  walk  about  this  earth,  to 
breathe  this  air,  and  to  partake  the  comuion  bless- 
logs  of  Qod's  providence  }  The  beasts  of  the  field 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  unite  with  us  la  such 


privileges  as  these.  But  man  boasts  a  purer  and 
more  eiheriai  temperature.  His  ihind  grasps  in 
its  view  the  past  and  the  future*,  as  well  as  the 
present.  We  lire  not  for  ourselves  alone.  That 
which  w'e  call  liberty,  is  that  priticiple  qa  which 
the  essential  securitv  of  our  political  condition 
depends.  It  results  from  the  limitations  of  our 
political  system,  prescribed  io  the  Constitution* 
These  limitations, so  long  as  they  are  faithfully  ob^ 
served,  nutiotain  order,  peace,  and  safety.  Wh^'u 
they  are  violated  in  essential  particulars,  all  ths 
concurrent  spheres  of  authority  rush  against  each 
other,  and  disorder^  derangement,  and  e onvulsioa 
are,  sooner  or  later,  the  necessary  consequences* 
With  rcspeci  to^  this  love  of  our  Union,  son- 
cerning  which  so  much  sensibilitt  is  expressed,  I 
have  no  fear  aboat  analyzing  its  nature.  There 
is  in  it  nothing  of  my^stery.  It  depends  upon  the 
qualities  of  tluit  Union,  and  it  results  from  its 
effects  upon  our  and  our  country's  happiness.  It 
is  valued  for  **that  sober  certaioty  of  waking 
bliss;"  which  it  enables  us  to  realize.  It  grows 
out  of  the  affections,  ami  has  not,  and  cannot  be 
made  to  have,  anything  universal  in  its  nature. 
Sir,  I.confess  it,  the  first  public  love  of  my  heart 
is  toe  Common  wealth  of  Massacbusc^tts.  Thera 
is  my  fireside ;  there  aro  the  tombs  of  my  ancea* 
tors — 

«  Low  lies  thi^  land,  yet  blest  with  fruitful  stores, 
Strong  are  her  sons,  though  rocky  are  her  shores ; 
And  none,  ab !  none,  so  lovely  to  my  sight, 
Of  all  the  lands  which  Heaven  p'etspreads  with  light" 

The  love  of  this  Union  grows  out  of  this  attach* 
meat  to  my  native  soil,  and  is  rooted  in  it.  I 
cherish  it,  because  it  affords  the  best  ejtternal  hope 
of  her  peace,  her  prosperity,  her  independence. 
I  oppose  this  hill  from  no  animosity  to  the*  people 
of  New  Orleans,  but  from  the  deep  conviction 
that  it  contains  a  principle  incompatible  With  the 
liberties  and  safety  of  my  country.  I  have  no 
concealment  of  my  opinion.  The  bill,  if  it  passes^ 
is  a  death-blow  to  the  Constitution.  It  may,  af- 
terwards, linger ;  but  lingering^  its  fate  will,  at  no 
very  distant  period,  be  consummated. 

When  Mr.  CIuincy  had  concluded,  he  moved 
that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mir.  QAhLANO  said  he  had  a  report  to  make, 
from  the  Committee  of  BnroUed  fiills,  of  a  con- 
fidential nature. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  lost. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
stangers  w^re  excluded  for  a  few  minutes. 

RELATIONS  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
When  the  doors  were  opened,  the  following 
Message,  received  in  the  course  of  the  day,. was 
read :   • 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativea  of  the  United  States  .• 
I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Lon- 
don, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  another,  from 
the  same,  to  the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
Jakvaei  13,  1811. 
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LoNDoir,  November  6,  1810. 

Sim :  I  have  presented  ja  second  note,  of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed,  to  Lord  Wellesley,  on  Uie  subject  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  under  an  impression  that  the 
state  pf  the  King's  health  jfor  which  I  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  paper  herewith  transmitted)  did  not  render  it 
improper,  and  that  if  it  was  not  improper  on  that  ac- 
count, it  was  indispensiible  on  every  other. 

The  day  bad  gone  by  when  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  to  cease  to  operate,  according  te  the  com- 
munication made  by  the  Qovemmeht  of  l-'raltice  to  the 
American  Minister  at  Paris,  and  published  in  the  offi- 
cial journal  of  that  Government ;  and  yet  no  step 
whatever  had  been  takeof,  or  apparently  thought  of, 
tow^s  the  revocation  of  the  dritifth  orders.  I  had 
received  no  explanation  of  the  'reasons  of  this  back- 
'  wardneks,  and  no  such  asstirance,  Icybking  to  the  future, 
as  could  justify  an  opinion,  that  it  would  not  continue. 
Lord  Wellesley's  letter  of  (the  3Ut  of  August,  vi^hich  I 
had  left  unanswered  till  ajfter  Ist  of  November,  that  I 
might  stand  oi|  the  strobgest  possible  ground  ^en  I 
did  answer  it,  made  no  profession  of  being  a  present 
measure,' and  (though  fr^  obvious  motives,  I  have 
not  so  represented  it  in  iay  note  to  him  of  the  third 
instant)  was  vagde  and  equivocal  as  a  prospective 
pledge.  It  defined  nothing,  and  was  so  far  from  war-, 
ranting  any  specific  expeaaftion,  that  it  seemed  cathei* 
to  take  awayihe  very  littlf  of  precision  which  belonged 
to  iermer  declarations  op  the  same ,  point.  It  was 
highly  important  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
that  this  ambiguity  should  be  dleai^ed  away,  with  all 
practicable  ezpeditipn,  ani)  if  it  could  not  be  removed, 
that  no  presumption  should  be  afforded  of  a  disposition 
on  the  j^rt  of  the  United  States  to  acquiesce  in  it. 
My  note. to  Leid  WellesI^  was  written  and  4e|ivered 
ppon  these'  inducdmentiu  - 

In  the  King's  actual  situation,  the  Orders  in  Council 
can  scarcely  be  fbrmally  Recalled,  even  if  the  Cabinet 
are  so  inclined  ;.but  it  does  oot  follow  that  something 
may  not  be  done  (thoug^  1  have  no  reiMon  to  think 
that  anything  wi|l  be  done,)  which  may  be  productive 
of  immediate  advantage,  ^nd  at  any  rate  prepare  the 
wi^  for  the  ^lesired  repeal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ^eat  consideration^  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  PINKI»rt:Y. 
'  Hon.  lloBXBT  ^jcrtR,  Secretary  of  State. 

Pi  S.  This  letter  is  written  in  gjeat  haste,  that  I 
may  send  it  to  Liverpool  by  this,  evening's  mail. 

•WM.  PINKNEY. 

Mr.  Pinkney  t6  I^erd  Wellesley. 
OliiAT  Ci/xBiRiAXD  Placb,  Not.  3,  1810. 

My  LoBD :  In  my  note!  of  the  S6tlt  of  August  I  had 
the  honor  to  state  Ur  your  Lordship,  that  I  had  received 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
at  Paris,  a  letter,  dated  the  6th  of  that  month,  in  which 
he  informed  me,  that  he  had  received  from  the  French 
Government  a  written  and  official  notice,  that  it. had 
revoked  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  that,  af- 
ter the  first  oi  November,  those  decrees  would  cease 
to  have  any  effect ;  and  t  ^pressed  my  confidence, 
that  the  jevocatioi^  of  th^^  British  Orders  in  Council, 
of  January  and  Novembe)-,  1807,  and  April,  1809,  and 
of  all  other  orders,  depeade^t  upon,  analogous  to,  or 
in  execution  of  them,  would  follow  of  course. 

Your  Lordship's  reply,  of  the  Blst  of  August,  fo  that 
note,  repeated  a  declaration  of  the  British  Minister  in 


America^  made,  as  it  appears,  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  StatM  in  February,  1808,  of  "^  His  Mi- 
jesty's  earnest  desire  to  see  the  conraieree  of  the  world 
restored  to  that  fireedom  which  is  ne^ssary  for  its  sros> 
parity,  and  his  readiness  to  abandon  the  sjstem  which 
had  been  forced  upon  him,  whenever  the  eneioy  ohoold 
retract  the  principles  whicn  had  rendered  it  aeeet* 
sary  ;*'  and  added  an  official  assurance,  that,  "whea* 
ever  -the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  should  have 
actually  ^ taken  effect,  and  the  commerce  of  neatrtl  ni* 
tions  should  have  been  restored  to  the  oonditiooin 
which  it  stoold  previously  to  the  promulgation  of  thoie 
decrees,  His  Majesty  would  feel  the  highest  •atiiliO' 
tion  in  relinquishing  it  system  which  ttie  coftdnct  of 
the  enemy  compelled  him  to  adopt." 

Without  departing,  in  any  degree,  fW>m  mj  lint 
opinion,  that  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  expect, 
upon  every  principle  of  lustice,  that  the  proipectiTe 
revocation  of  the  French  deeieee  would  be  immedtitoly 
followed  by  at  least  a  like  revocation  of  the  oid«i  ef 
England,  !  must  remind  your  Lofdship,  that  the  dty 
has  now  passed  when  the  repeal  pf  the  Beriin  tnd 
Milan  edicts,  as  communioatled  to  your  Lordship,  ii 
Uie  note  above-mentioned,  and  published  to  the  whole 
world,  by  the  Government  of  France,  in  the  Mooileai 
of  the  9th  of  September,  was,  by  the  tenns  of  it,  to  tike 
effect  That  it  has  taken  effect^,  cannot  be  doubted; 
and  it  can  as  little  be  questioned,  that,  according  to 
the  repeated  pledges,  given  by  the  British  Govemnent, 
on  this  point,  (to  say  nothing  of  various  other  power* 
ful  considerations,)  the  jpron^pt  relinquishment  of  the 
system,  to  which  your  £ordship's  reply  to  my  netc  of 
the  25th  of  August  alludes,  is  Indispensable. 

I  need  scarcely  mentfon  how  important  it  ii  to  the 
trade  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Govenmefitof 
Great  Britain  should  lose  no  time  in  disdonng  ^ 
fhinkness  and  preciuo)i*  its  intentions  on  this  b^d. 
Intelligence  of  the  French  repeal  has  reached  Aneriei, 
and  commercial  expeditions  have  doubtless  beeniiroM- 
ed  upcm  it.  It  will  have  been  taken  fer  granted  thit 
the  British  obstructions  to  thoae  espeditioBS,  bsnaf 
thus  lost^  the  support  Which,  however,  insufficieBt  m 
itself  was  the  only  one  ttiat  could  ever  be  cUimed  fcr 
them,  have  been  withdrawn ;  and  that  the  smi  ve 
once  more  restored  to  the  don^ion  of  law  and  jastice> 

I  persuade  myself  that  this  confidenee  will  be  m- 
stantially  justified  by  the  event,  a^d  that  to  the  ^1 
recall  of  such  Orders  in  Council  as  were  suboeqow' 
in  date  to  the  decrees  of  France,  will  be  added  the  tn- 
nulment  of  the  antecedent  order  to  which  my^^ 
respecting  blockades  particularly  relates.  But  i^  ^' 
withstanding  the  cireumstanpes  which  Invite  to  ^^ 
a  course,  the  British  Government  shall  have  deiei^ 
mined  not  to  remove  those  obstructions  with  all  prfjj 
ticable  prompitude,  I  trust  that  my  Govemment  wul 
be  apprised,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  a  det^ 
mination  so  unexpected,  and  of  such  vital  oonoein  to  n> 
rights  and  intertats ;  and  that  the  reasons  upon  whi» 
that  detltmination  may  have.been  formed,  will  sot  p« 
withheld  from  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideratioOi  •y 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  oorriBt, 
^  WM.PlNKNBt. 

The  Miessage  and  documeDts  were  referred  to 
the  Ck>mmittee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Togsoat,  January  15. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to- 
thorizing  a  sabscriptton,  on  the  part  of  the  uo^ 
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ted  States,  to  the  stqck  of  the  Ohio  Clonal  Com- 
paay,''  was  read  twice,  and  committed  loa  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  oo  Friday  next.' 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  eotitled  "Ad  act  au- 
thorizing'the  &aie  and  ^raot  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  puhlio  land  to  the  Che^peake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Compmy,"  was  read  twrce,  and  Commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  ^hole  last  men- 
tioBed. 

The  hilf  (rom  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  kte  Major  Oeo^ral 
ADthoQY  Wayne^''  wa^  read  twfce,  i^nd  commit- 
ted to  a  Coflddiiittee  of  the  Whole  to-motrow. 

Mr.  Kbt,  ft6m  thecommiiAee  appointed  on'  the 
twelfth  altimo,  ^esenteid  a  hill  to  chang^e  th^ 
name  of  Lewis  Grant,  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant 
DaridsoD.  '  '    ' 

A  message  from  theSienate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haTe  j)assed  four  hills,,  trith  the 
following  titles : 

"  An  act  authorizing  the  surveyiOgand  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  jState  of  Ohio,  as-cot^tem-^ 
plated  hy  the  treats  of  Browostown,  in  the  terri- 
torir  of  Michigan  y^ 

^Aq  aei  to  incorporate  the  snb^ribers  to  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria^ '     . 

"  Aq  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potoipae^" 
and 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  baAk  of  Washing- 
ton f^  to  which  bilcB  they  desire  the  oonccfrrence 
of  this  House. 

Poor  Messages  were  recelyed  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.    < 

The  first,  transmitting  ^o  the  House  pf  Hepre- 
sentatives  reports  of  the  Superintendent  bf  the' 
City,  and  of  the  Surve^pr^f  the  Public  Build* 
ings,  on  tbe  s^bjeclpf  their  resolution  of  the  28th 
of  December  last, 

l^econd,  traQsmittii^  to  Congress  an  account 
of  ^e  contingent  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  IStt). 

Thitd,  transmittiiMr  to  CongteiBi  a  report  from 
the  Sanreyot  erf  the  Pablic  Buildings,  relatiiFe  to 
tbe  progress  and  i^resem  state  of  thein.  *  - 
,     The  fourth, Is  as  follows: 
To  the  Howe  ^fRepruentalivtsofthe  United  SUOes : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatlvss  copiss  of 
the  docometits  referred  to  in  their  resolution  pf  the 
fourth  instant  iAMES  MADIdOff. 

jAjrvTAax  14, 1811. 

BjT  the  President  of  the  Vhiied  States,        / 

A   PHOOt^MATlOR. 

WnvnaAS  hy  the  fomth  section  of  tiie  act  of  Con-' 
gvsM,  passed  on  the  fiist  day  of  May,  1810,  entitled 
"An  aet  coneeming  the  oommereisl  nttenonrse  be- 
tween the  United  States  sAd  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  thek  dependencies,  and  for  other  pnrpoaes,'' it  is 
pterided  ■'that  m  case  either  Great  Britain  or  France 
•hail,  befinre  the  thl^Td  of  March  next,  so  modify  or  re- 
voke her  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  Tiolate  the 
neolnJ  commerce  of  the  United  States,  whieh  fact  the 
Pieaide&t  of  the  United  States  shall  deolare  by  procla- 
nuttien,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not,  within  three 
months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in 
like  msaner,  then  the  tlurd,  fourth,  0fth,  sixth,  seventh, 
cigllth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteMith  sections  of  the  act, 
llth  Con.  3d  Ss8s«— 18 


entitled  'An  aet  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
Frane^  and  (heir  dependencies,  and  ft>f  other  pur- 
poses,' shall,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  three 
inonths  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  aforesaid, 
be  revived,  and'  have  ftili  force  and  eflfect  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  dominions,  cptonies,  and  dependencies,  and 
to  the  articles;  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  dom^ons,  colonies,  and  dependencies  of  the  na- 
tion thns  reiVising  or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify 
her  edicts  in  the  manner  aforesaid/'  And  the  restric- 
tions imposed  by  this  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such 
proclamation,  cease  and  be  discontinned  in  relation  to 
the  nslion  revolting  or  •  modifying  her  decrees  in  the 
manner  afbresaid.'^ 

And  whereas^  it  has  been  officialfy  made  known  to 
:^iis  Oovemment  that  the  edicts  /of  France  violating 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States  have  been 
so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  ha^  effect  On  the  first  of  the 

Present  month' :^Now•  therefore,!,  Jjlvxs  MAnis4Xiry 
resident  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim 
that  the  said  edicts  of  Francehave  been  so  revoke  as 
thf^i  they  ceased,' on  the  said  first  day  of  the  present 
month,  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United . 
States,  and  that,  from  (he  d^te  of  these  presents,  all 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  afocesaid  act  shall  cease 
and  be'  discontinued  in  relation '  to  France  and  ^  her 
dependencieik 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signfcd  the 
P  -..same  with  my  hand,  at  the  city  <^f  Washingr  ' 
i-  '^  ton,  (his  second  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  I^rd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and 
of  tbe  independence  of  the  United  States  the.  thirty<^ 
fifth.  .        .  -^ 

JAMES  MADISON- 
By  the  President :     . 
R.  ^aiTfi,  Seeretcary  of  State.     \ 

TasAsuBir  DapjtaTXKsr^,'  Nov,  6, 1810. 

8ra :  Ton  ynXi  hetewfth  receive  a  proclamation  of 
the  Presidei^t  of  the  United  States,  announcing  the 
revocation  of  the  edicts  of  France  which'  violated  the 
nentral  commerce  of  the  United  l^tes,  and  that  the 
resti^ctions  impoMd  by^the  act  of  May  first,  last,  ac- 
cordingly ceasf,  from  this  day,  in  relation  io  France.^ 
French  aimed  Vessels  may,  thenefore,  be  admitted  into 
die  haihors  and. waters  of  jthe  United  States,  anything 
in  that  law  to  the  contianr  fiotwithstanding. 

It  also  ibtiows,  that,  if  Great  Britain  shall  not,  on  the 
second  day  of  February  next,  have,  revoked,  or  modi- 
fied in  ^e  nbanner  her  edicts  violating  the  nentral 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth.  Seventh^  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth 
sections  of  the  **Act  to  interdict  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  shall,  in  conformity  with' the  act  first  above 
mentioned,  be  revived,,and  have  full  force  and  effect  so 
fu  as  relates  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
from  and  after  the  said  second  day  of  February  next. 
Unless,  there^bre,  you  shall»  before  that  day,  be  of- 
fldally  notified  by  this  Department  of  such  revocation 
or  modification,  you  will,  frdm  and  after  the  said  day, 
carry  into  efi^t  the  above  mentioned  sections,  which 
prohibit  both  the  entrance  of  British  vessels  of  every 
description  into  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of 
any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of 
Uie  dominions,  coloniest  and  depetulendes  of  |[^rMit 
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Britain,  and  of  any  articlcH  whatever,  brought  from 
the  said  dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBEUT  GAX.LATIN. 

To  the  Collector  of  -: , 

•  Tb^  Messages  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  supplemental  to  th« 
act  concern  in  jj^  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britaio  and 
France,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of"  xkt 
Whole  on  Monday  arext.* 
The  bill  is  a?  follows : 
A  Bill  tuppleraentary  to  the  act  onnceraing  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purpolics. 
Be  it  enacted,  4-c.  That,  in  ca^e  Great  Britain  shall 
•o  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  tfhall  declare  the 
Act  by  pioclamation,  ind  i^uch  proclamation  shall  be 
admitted  as  evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall  be 
admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modification  in  any 
anit  or  prosteutton  which  may  he  instituted  under 
this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplenientv 
And  the  restrictions  imposed. or  whichf  may  be  im- 
posed by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement,  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclama- 
tion, cease  i^d  be  discontinued. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  from  and 
after  ihe  second  day  of  February  next,  in  case  Ihe 
proclamation  aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  issued,  the 
entrance  of  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  Umted 
States  and  the  territories  thereof  Be  and  the  same  w 
hereby  interdicted  to  all  ships  or  veaeels  sailing  under 
the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  or  owi^  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  any  citizen  or  subject  thereof;  vessels  hired,  (gar- 
tered, or  employed  byth^  Government  of  Great  Britain 
fi>r  4he  ^le  purpose  of  canning  letters  or  drnpatches, 
and  also  vessel  forced  in  by  distress,'  or  by  the  dan* 
gers  of  the  sea  ohly  excepted;  axtd  if  any  ship  or  vessel 
sailing  under  the  da^  ofGrea^  Britain,  or  jowned  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  any  citifeeo  or  subiject  thereof;  and 
not  excepted  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the  said  second 
day  of  Fobmary  next,  arrive  either  with  on  wttbont  a 
cargo,  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni^d  States  jorthe 
territories  thereof,  such  ship  or  Vessel,  together  with 
the  cargo,  if  any,  whidi  may  be  found  oia  beard^  shall 
be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and'jcondemned  in  any 
opurt  of  the  United  States-  or  territories  thereof,  having- 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  second  day  of  February  next,  it  shall  not  he 
lawftil  to  import'  into  the  United  States,  or  territories 
thereof,  any. goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatever, 
from  any  ipori  or  placeC  situated  in  Great  BriUin  or 
Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  actnal 
possession  of  Great  Britain ;  ncrehall  it  be  lawful  to 
unport  into  the  United  States  or  the  territories  thereof, 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  whatever,  being  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependenciee  of  Great 
Britain,  or  being  of  the  growth  produce  or  maaofae- 


ture  of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  possemon 
of  Great  Britain :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  cargoes  of  shipi 
or  vessels  wholly  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  which  had, cleared  for  any  port  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  ten. ' 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
any  a^cle  or  articles,  the  importation/ef  which  itjpio> 
hibited  by  this;act,  shall,  after  the  second  day  of  Feb' 
ruary  next,  be  imported  into  the  Utaited  States  q(  the 
territori^  thereof,  contrary  te  the  true  intent  uA 
meaning  of  this  act,  or  stiall,  after  the  ^said  second  da; 
of  February  nexXi  be  put  on  board  of  any  ship  or  tm- 
sel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  of  importipg 
the  same  into  the  United  States  or  the  temtonai 
thereof,  all  such  articles,  as  well  as  all  other  srtieks,  on 
board  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  Ctrriage, 
belonging  to  the'  owner  of  suph .  prohibited  artidei, 
shall  be  forfeited ;  and  the  owner  thereof  shall  mon* 
over  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  value  of  such  artidet. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enttcted,  That  if  any  arti- 
cle or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited 
by.  this  act,  «ba11,  after  the  sedond  ^vy  o(  ftAmuj 
next,  be  pot  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  best  nit,  or 
carriage,  with  intention  to  impiort  the  same  into  the 
United  Sutes  o^  the  territories  thereof;  contrsry  to  the 
true  inteht  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  ihi 
knowledge  of  the  owner  or  aoaster  of  sudi  ship  or  v«- 
sel.  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  such  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  alkali  be  forfeited,  and  the  owfler  and 
master  thereof  shall  moreover  each  forfeit  and  pay 
treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

^itc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  My  arti- 
cle or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  ia  pwhibited 
by  this  act,  and  which  shall  nevertheless  be  bn  board 
any  ship  or  Vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  ^p^^^f^^ 
the  said  second  day  of  Febraary  next  in  the  tnitw 
States' or  the  territories  thereof^  shall  be  omitted  in  the 
matiifest,  report,  or  entry  of  tlie  master,  or  the  penoo 
having  (he  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vanel 
boat,  fafl,'  or  carriage,  or  shall  be  onritted  in  the  eotiy 
of  the  goods  owned  by  the  owner  or  consigned  to  the 
consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shall  be  import*^  ^ 
land^'or  atteoipted  to  be  imported  or  landed  Wi^^ 
a  pennit,  the-  same  penalties,  fines,  and  fhrfUtofeif  ^"^ 
be  incurred  aqd .  may  be-  veoover^  as  in  the  cait « 
similar  omission  or  omissions,  landing,  importatioo,  or 
attempt  to  land  or  import,  in  relation  to  artidei  lable 
to  duties  on  their  importation  into  the  United  81*^ 

Sxc.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  emj  w- 
lector»  naval  ofhtet,  surveyor,  or  other  officer  of  U»«  , 
customs,  shall  have  like  power  and  authority  to  ^^ 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  central^  ^ 
the  extent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  kf«P**2!** 
in  custody  until  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  whether 
Che  same  have  been  forfeited  or  not,  and  to  ^^^ 
ship  or  vessel,  dwelling-house,  store,  buildfaig  <vo^ 
place,.fbr  the  purpose  of  searching  for,  and  '^'^J|'^ 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merdiandise,  which  he  v  they 
now  have  by  law  in  «elation  to  goods,  wares,  sad  mfif 
cfaandise  subject  to  duty;  and  if  any  person  or  P^*^ 
shall  conceal  or  buy  any  goods,  wares,  or  ""^p*^ 
disc,  kAOwing^them  to  be  liable  to  seiaore  by  ^J^ 
wtk  person  or  persons  shall,  on  convlctioa  ^f^ 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  dooble  the  amoont  o/^' 
the  goods,  wares,  alid  merdiandise  so  coneeUsd  or 
pnr(£ased.  ^. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  •njj^ 
or  merchandise  which  ahall  be  seised  nrioitothffi* 
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being  a«6ertam(;d  whether  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or 
bef>re  t^e  second  day  of  Febraary  next,  have  revoked 
or  modified  her  edicts  in  thd  manner  above-mentioncrd, 
mm^  be  restored  on  application  of  the  parties,  on  their 
gmng  bond  with  approved  soreties  to  the  Unit^ 
States,  in  a  sum  eqnal  to  the  value  t|iereof,  to  abide 
the  decii&on  of  the  proper  court  of  the  United' States 
tiiereon — and  anj  such  bond  shaU  be  considered  as 
satisfied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before  fbe  said 
second  day  of  Febtoary  next,  have  revoked  or  modi- 
fied ber  edicts  in  the  manner  abov^mentipned. 

Skc.  9.  And  be  iti  further  ehaded.  That  no  vessel 
which  diall  have  departed  from  a  British  port  before 
the  second  day  of  Febraary  next,  and  no  merchandise 
imported  in  each  vessel  which  shall  have  been  pnt  on 
beuid  the  same  ^belbre  ^  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States^*  of  the  second  day  of  No- 
vember last,  rimll  haie  been  known  at^^eh^Nnrt,  sh^l 
be  tiable  to  sebare  or  Ibrfinture  on  acoonnt  of  any  in-. 
fraction  an  presumed  iiffraietibn  of  the  proTisipns  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  6ds  act  is  a  supplement* 
8xe.  10.  And  he  it  finriher  enacted.  That  the  fbl- 
io^ng  additions  shaU  be  mdde  to  the  Oath  or  affirma- 
tion taken  by  the  masters  or  persons  having  the  charge 
or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel .  arriving  at  any 
port  of  the  United  Sutes  or  the  territories  thereof,^ 
after  thr second  day  of  February  next,  vt2:  "I  fitrther 
swear  (or  afi^rm)  that  there  are  not*  to  the  bestof  iny 
knowledge  and  belief,  on  board  (insert  the  denomina- 
tion smd  name  of  the  vessel)  any  goods,  wales,  or 
merchandise,  the  importation  of  whic^  into  the  United 
Sutes'  or  the  territories  tjbereof,  is  prohibited  by  law; 
and  I  do  farther  swear  (or  a^rm)  that  if  I  shall  here- 
after discover  or  know  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  or 
meichandise,  on  board  the  said  vessel,  or  which  shall 
have  been  imported  in  the  same,  I  will  immediately 
and  wiOioat  delay  make  due  report  thereof  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  this  district. 

8xc  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing  addition  be  made  after  the  secdnd  day  of  Feb- 
fUaij  next  to  the  oath  or  affirmation  taken  by  import- 
en,  consiyiees,  or  agents,  at  the  time  ef  enteripg  goods 
imported  mto  the  TJnited  8ut^  or  the  territories  there- 
or,  vis:  I  also  swear,  or  affirm,  that  there  are  no^  to 
the  b«st  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  attioog^the  sidd 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandiser  imported  or  eonsigned 
as  afimseid,  an^  goods,  wares,  or  merchandisev  the  im- 
portation of  which  into  the  United  States  or  l3ie  terri- 
teries  thereof  is  prohibited  oy  law,  and  I  do  ftirlher 
sweer,  or  affirm,  that  if  I  shaU  herekfter  dlsoover  or 
Imow  of  any  snch  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
anoDg  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  or 
consigned  as  aforesaid,  I  Witt  imn»edii!tely  and  withont 
May^  report  the  sanie  to  the  collector  of  this^R^ct. 

8sc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enactedr.  That  all  penal- 
ty and  fbrfeitares  <  incurred  under  this  •  act,  or  the  act 
to  which  this  act  is  a  snpplemei^t,  may  be  ^ed  6>t, 
pcesecuted,  and  recovered  whh  cost  of  suit,  by  action  of 
ddA,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
by  indictment  or  information,  in  any  court  having 
crimpetent  jurisdiction  to  'try  the  same ;  and  snch  pen- 
alties and  ibr£ntttres  may  be^xanuned,- mitigated,  or 
reottlted,  in  tike  manner,  and  under  the  Uke  eooditiens 
and  restrictions,  as  are  prescribed,  aothensed,  and 
directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
Biitigaling  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and 
disabilities  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned, 
PMsed  the  3d  dav  of  March,  1797,  and  made  pei^ual 
hr  AB  act  pasaed  the  1 1th  day  of  February,  1800.    . 


Sac.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  and  for.  any  part'  .of  the  militia  of 
any  State  or  Territory,  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  seizure  of  any  vessel  or  mer- 
chandise' liabld  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  by  reason  of 
any  inflection  of  the  proviBions  of  this  act,  or  of  the 
act  ie  which  this  acfris  a  supplement.  And  in  case  of 
any  such  seizure  made  within  t|ie  waters  of  the  United 
Stat^  or  within  the  boundaries  of  any  district  of  the 
United  Sutes,  that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  arising 
ftom  sucli  seizure,  which,  according  to  existing  lawt^ 
would  have  accrued  to  tde  United  States,  shall,  after 
deducting  the  duties  payable  td  the  United  States  on 
the  importation  of  the  merchandise  thus  forfoited,  be 
distributed  amongthe  persons  inaking  snch  seizure,  in 
such  propohioiif^asmay  be  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutee-^nd  if  sndi  seizure  shall  be 
made  without  the  boundaries  of  any  district  of  the 
United  States,  tl>e  whole  of  >he  forfeiture  arisiiig  ftom 
such  seizure  shaU^t  after  deducting  the'^duties  payable 
on  ^e  importation  of  die  merchandise  thus  forfeited, 
be  distributed  in  the. manner  aforesaid., 
.  Sac.  14.  And  ^  it  further  enacted.  That  the  par* 
(ion  of  an  the  penalties  and  forfettorfs- which  may  be 
ihcnrred  t)y  reason  of  janyinfractioii  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and 
which  portion,  aecordidg  to  existing  laws,  accrued  to  the 
United  States,  in  all  cases  other  than  those  provided 
for  by  the  last  preceding  section  of  this  act,  after  de- 
ducting the  duties  payable  to,  the  United  States  on  the 
importation  of  the  merchandise  thus  forfoited,  shall  be 
distributed  in  the  follewing  mariner :  that  is  to  say, 
ene-half  of  the  residue  of  the  said  portion,  after  de- 
dutting. the  duties  aforesaid,  shall  be  given  to  the  in- 
spector or  inspectors  or  to  the  captain  and  crtow  of  the 
revenue  cutter  or  vessel  making  the  seizure:  and  the 
ether  half  of  the  said  iresidue  shall,  in  cases  where 
there  is  an  informer,  not  being  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  be  given  to  such  informer,  and  in  cases 
where  there  is  no  such  informer,  shall,  be  given  to  the 
collector,  to  be  apportioned  ampngst  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  surveyor^  in  the  same  mamier  as  is  provi- 
ded, 1^  law  for  th<^  dbtribuUon  of  one-half  the  penal- 
ties ^niT  forfeitures  accruing  by  reason  of  infrac^ons  ot 
the  Ibw9  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  the  importatioa 
of  mer<^andise  into  the  United  States;  and  in  all  cases 
•  whatever  the  other  half  shall  be.  distributed  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  a|re|idy  provided  by  law. 

Ste.  16.  And  be  it  fiirther.  enacted,  Tha^  in  all 
eases  of  seizure  of  merchandise  in  any  district  adja- 
cent to  the  colonies  er  possessions  of  a  foreign- natton, 
made  on  eccount  ef  .any  infiraction  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  fMT.tbe  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement, 
it^^iall  be  neoessary  for  ibe  claimant  or  chumajats  to 
pfove  that  the  merchandise  tbus  seized. was  legally 
imported  iifto  the  United'  States,  and  that  the  duties 
paya|>le  on  the  importation  of  the  same  had  been  paid 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  and  in  foilure  of  making  such 
proo^  the  merchandise  thus  seized  shall  be  forfeited. 

Siio.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent «f  the  United  Stetes  be,  and  he  hereby  if  anther- 
i^  to  hire,  arm,  and  employ,  seventy-five  vesseb,  not 
exceeding  in  tonnage  one  hundred  and  thirty  tens 
each,  belonging  to  citizens  •  of  tUh  United  States,  and 
so  many  seamen  as .  shall  be  .necessary  to  man  the 
same  for  immediate  service,  in  dnfordng  the  laws  of 
the  United  jStates  4m  the  seacoast  thereof,  and  to 
disouss  the  same  from  theservice  of  the  United  States 
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-wlienever  he  shall  dcjem  the  same  ozpedient:  Provide^, 
however,  That  such  hiring  or  eii^pk>7|2)g  shall  not  he 
lor  a  term  exceeding  one  year. 

8xc.  17.  And  be  it  further  maeted^  That,  tot  en- 
ahUng  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  carry  into 
effect  the  sixteenth  section  of  this  act  the  •sum  of -^-"-t 
to  he  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  andjthe  same  ip  hereby 
appropriated.       .     ^  , 

MIDDLESEX  CANAL. 

Mr.  ftuiNCT  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pfesi- 
dent^and  Directors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal  Com-, 
pany,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^  leaving  Con- 
gress .  to  authorize  a  subscription^  on  tbe  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  capital  stjocl^  of  the  s^id 
Company,  and  that  the  98io  subsoriptioB  may  be 
paid  for  in  public  lands  \  which  was  read)  and 
ordered  to  be  referred,  to  a  stfle^t  committee. 

Mr.  SkAycft,  Mr.  EmqtT)  and  Mr.  Goodwtn, 
w^re  appointed  the.said  committee. 

The  meiqoFial  ia  as  follows : 

BosToir,  Bee,  T,  1810. 
TV  iht  honifrable  Senate  and  House  of  RepreiektativeB 
of  the  United  .States^  in  Congreae  auembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Middlesex, 
canal,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  is  respectfully -ad- 
dressed,  to  explain  the  grounds  of  their  petition  to 
CongresuB  the  last  session,  and  to  s^te  more  fully  the 
relatiohs  which  the  works  they  ]iave  executed,  those 
they  have  undertaken,  and  those  to  which  the  nature 
of  the  country  in  ^be  same  direction  invites  ^heir  en- 
terprise, have  to  die  public  prosperity,  and  jthe  goodf 
policy  of  4he  Union. 

The  great  utility  of  canals,  and  their  benefieial  in- 
fluence on  the  prosperity  of  an  agricultural,  ipanufkc- 
turing,  and  commercial  people,  so  long  experienced 
among  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  so  oflen  acknowl- 
edged by  their  Governments  in  the  patronage  afford^ 
to  the  projectors  of  thetn,  and  even  in  their  own  en- 
terprises of  a  similar  kind,  cannot  be  unknown  to  your 
honorable  body ;  and  the  attention  Which  the  subject 
has  already  received  lirom  the  National  Legislature, 
with  the  importance  justly  giveti  to  it  by  the  Seeretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  his  able  report  to  the  Senate  in  the 
year  1808,  may,  it  j^t^j^esumed  by  yonr  memorialists, 
sanction  their  appearing  before  you  on  Uiis  ocoasien. 

Tour  miemonalists,  in  common  with'  other  compa- 
nies formed  for  eimilar  purposes,  have  hitherto  fkiled 
of  reaping  the  advantages  due  to  their  enterprise, 
though  the  commiittity  aK  large  has  already  derL^^ 
from  their  exertions^  great  behefits,  without  risk  and 
without  cost.  In  ^the  completion,  therefore,  of  an  eif- 
terprise,  which  the  public  is  so  dire^y  concerned  in, 
your  memorialists- hope  they  may  look,  without' disap- 
pointment, for  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government,  to 
whose  paternal  cire  the  nation's  best  interests  are' 
oonfided,  especially  as  the  assistance  prayed  for  will  be 
reciprocally  beneficial. 

^Hie  origin  and  purpoee.  of  the  Middlesex. c^nal  ie 
already  known  to  your  honorable  body,  by  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Your  memonalists, 
therefore,  forbear  to  trespass  on  your  attention  with 
unnecessary  details,  and  vnll  only  so  for  ofier  a  genml 
and  brief  description  of  their  canal  and  its  dependen- 
cies, as  may  seem  to  be  at  this  time  necessary. 

The  river  Merrimack  (which  is  connected  With  Bos- 
ton harbor  by  the  Middlesex  canal)  takes  its  riee  in  the 
wealeiii  moantalns  of  New  Hampshire,  about  thkty 


miles  from  Connecticut  rivw,  and  in  its  course  soitli* 
ward,  passing  through  a  rich  and  pi^uious  district,  ie> 
ceives«  about  the  centre  of  the  State,  an  e<}uallv  copir 
ous  stream  from  the  Lake  Wiimijpiiiiochee,  and  otber 
interior  waters  connected  therewith.  The  shofes  of 
these  laki^  are  not  less  than  two  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent, imd  are  generally  surrounded  with  good  Itods, 
rapidly  settling,  but  still  bearing  great  quaotitief  of 
oak  and  pine  timber  of  the  largest  fixe,  and  of  a  jope- 
nor  quality*  Fvom  thia  junction  of  the  two  brandies 
at  the  distance  of  ni|iety  mites  from  Boston,  ths  rirv 
continues  its  course  .south  ward,  parallel  with  tbe  teadiof 
roads  of  the  countlir»  till  it  reaches  a  point  in  the  State 
6f  Massachusetts^  five  ^milee  within  the  boundary  liiM^ 
near  vrh/dre  the  Middlesex  cadal  comoranica^ttlMfe- 
with,  at  the  distance  of  twentj^^ven  miles  bam 
Boston* 

.  In  its  ootfrse,  the  canal  is  led  oveic  seven  riven  ud 
streams,  by  a<^ueducts.  It  is  oflen  oanried  on  ^ 
meadows  hy  high .  embankments,  and  thtougb  extea- 
sive  ledges  of  rocks ;  it  is  supplied  with  water  fron 
Concord  riyer,  whidi  opene  into  it  five  roiiei  frosi 
the  Merrimack,  on  one  side,  and  twenty-two  from  Bet- 
ton  on  the  other.  From  thence  the  fall  to  the  Men- 
mack  is  thirty-one  feet,  by  four  stone  locks ;  an^  towtM 
Boston  one  hundred  and  seven  feet,  b^  seventeen 
locks.  The  general  width  of  tbe  canal  iM  thirty  feet 
on  the  surface  of  the  watery  and  twenty  at  the  bottom. 
It  is  calculate  to  carry  boats  seventy-five  feet  lonfr 
nine  and  a  half  feet  j^ide,  drawing  three  feet  of  vater, 
carrying  twcn^-five  tons,  drawn  by  oito  horse,  wn- 
ducted  by  two  men;  pMeiug  the  whole  disluiceof 
twenty-seven  miles  in  one  day.  It  also  conveyi  nw 
of  timber,  lumber,  and  fire  wood,  five  hundred  feet  « 
length,  with  one  horse,  or  a  pair  of  oxen,  attended  by 
t.\e  men.  , 

The  cxpenae  of  conducting  a  rait  qf  one  hnndred 
and  fifty  tons  of  timber,  through  the  caJial,  msyb^^ 
timated  and  compared  with  land  carriage  u  fbUowi: 
Five  men's  wages  and  maintenance,  four  days  -  ^^ 
One  pair  of  oxen,  four  days  -  -  "  '  135 
Toll  ninety  jcents  per  ton  on  150  tons       -      '  Jf: 

If  tiie  same  were  transported  by  lead  carriage,  it  «w 

Tfifluiro 
SevCnty^five  teams  of  five  cattle,  at  $3  a  <I*y^^^ 

is  $18  a  team,  amounting  to  -      «flaM 

jBeven^'five  men*  at  $1  a  dagr,  4  days  -  ^  ^ 
Expenaeof  each  team,  ft  $1  38      • 


The  same  by  weter  carriagei  as  above  atatp 
ed^  being     -        •       ^     .  - 

Mek^s  e  se^g-tcf  the  owner  or  the  public 


The  expense  of  conveying  100  tons  of  mer- 

•  diandise,  by  60  teama  of  6  eat^  each, 
to  the  distftttce  of  fifty  miles,  or  as  for  as 

,  the.  boatit  now  asoendr  the  Menieieel^ 
from  Beaton,  may  be*  estimated  at  $16  ^{M  ^ 
per  ton,  amounting  to  •        -        -       "  $*>*'^ 

To  transmit  the  same  quanti^  by  beats,       ^  ^ 


cost  $7  ft  ton,  or  • 


Making  a  saving  on  100  tons,  or  5  boM*>     ^^  ^ 
of        .        .        .        .        .       .       -    »«^ 
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And  if  the  •dv^BUge^  of  hp^^ing  so  many  meii  and 
cattie,  tkiw  tiberated  from  nnprodtiotire  labor,  en^y- 
^  in  agricnUiire,  and  oiher  prpdnctire  avocations,  be 
eoousidi^,'  the  poUic  still  gains  in  a  mnofa  greater 
.ratio. 

Allboiigh  in  the  year  1804,  when  the  canal  wai 
completed  to  the  banks  of  Ctkartes  riyer,  opposite  the 
town  of  Boston,  at  the  distance  of  less  ^than  a  mile 
therefrom,  the  inducerajnts  to  persevere,  apjpeared  in 
mm  strong  a  fight  as  when  thej  first  excited  the  propri- 
etors to  the  enterprise ;  and,  although  the  union  of  so 
grest  a  river  and  country,  vnth  a  metropolis  where  the 
produce  of  the  interior  might  find  a  market  or  ati  out- 
let, seemed  still  to  jyromise  ultimate  success  ahd  remu- 
neration, yet  much  remained  to  bcf  done,  both  to  over- 
coflM  the  obstructions  eiistingr  in.  the  river  M^rrimacl^ 
mnd  to  lead  the  pnl^  long  habituated  to  land  carriage, 
«nd  totaUy  inacrperienced  in  the  use  of  canals,  to  torn 
its  attentton  to  lliis  great  aeepmrnodatlon.  And  so 
umch  embamannent  had  afisen,  tn  ^Asequenee  of  the 
-death  of  sane  of  the  associates,  tvho^e  widows  aUd 
children  beeaming  holders  of  aharea,  were,wkh  others 
-ef  the  proprietors,  unable  iSo  snstaia  the  burden  of  frur-l 
ther  iMseisments,  adequate  to  theetp^nse  i/t  the  addi- 
tional works  requisite  on  said  river,  ^t  your  memo- 
naliats  were  unable  to  command  filnds  for'^e  exeen- 
tion  of  said  works.  The  inc^e  of  the  principal  cansl, 
thoogh  increasing,  has  b^en  iitsu^cient  ibr  the  cur- 
.rent  expenses,  the  repairs,  and  necessary  improve* 
ments  thereon. 

Thia  great  work  might  long  )mve  remained  in  this 
.state,  but  for  the  assistance  obtained  from  ,^e  Xegisla- 
ture  of  Massachusetts,  whidi,  by  granting  to  the  eorpora- 
-tion  two  townships  of  eastern  land,  enabled  and  induced 
the  proprietors  to  undertake  some  of  tl^e  improvements 
neeeaBary  to  the  extension  of  inland  navigation,  as  ori- 
.gliBally  contemplated.  These  works,  now  construct- 
iBg,  under  certain  acts^  of  incorporation,  principally 
wiHh  the  frinds  borrovred  onf  the  credit  of  the  lands 
•bore-BM&tianed,  consist  of  lochs,  dams,  and  canals,  in 
'llbnB»'plaeea,-vift :  in  Merrimack,  Dumbarton,  and  Bow« 
Tbey  must  ■oceasaiily  costoonsiderabfy  more  than  the 
4mkl  lead  is  expatted  even  to  bring.  And,  in  order  to 
mmkB  the  Middleaex  eaaal  goodproperty^  and  is  extsffi-. 
aively  uaeAd  to  the  public  aa  it  is  capable  of  being^ 
-oliier  worka  more  <iBterior  ought  to  be  ac^ompUihad ; 
-e^iedaUy  between  the  Ukea  above-mentioned,  and 
Herrimack  rrrex,  to  paas  a  number  of  frdla  Qot  1^  to* 
,gethflr  than  two  hundred  and  thirty  feist  in  perpendiou^ 
iar  he^ht.  Biit  such  is  the  fertility  of  this  district,  and 
so  great  (he  ouantity  of  excellent  timber,  which  the 
p(«ililic  would  thereby  save  from  destruction  by  fire  in 
bearing  the  land,  that  ample  remuneration  may  be  con- 
£dently  expected:      i 

The  articles  also  of  bee^  P^^  fiaxseej*  ashes,  grajn, 
and  various  others,  which,  on  account  of  -the  distance,- 
tnd  the  want  of  good  roads,  cannot  no#  be -brought  to 
m  mailLet,  or,  if  brought,  are  consumed  by  the  expenses' 
attending  the  land  carriage,  would  become  of  sumcient 
^rahie  to  excite  a  spirit  of  general  industiy  evea  in 
Hie  most  remote  and  uncultivated  parts  of  New  Hamp- 


Nor  do  thefee  obaervations  apply  only  to  ^  shords 
'^  the  lakesi,  and  dto  country  to  the  north,  but  may, 
^ith  equad  pw^riety,  be  extended  to  the  counties  lying- 
<o  the  narthwcst,  to  which  thes^  extensive  waters  and 
the  western  brandi  of  the  river  wookt,  with  some  im- 
povaments,  alibrd  tUa  cheap  and  convenient  mode  of 
•conveyance.   Tour  memorialtsts,  ftajrfiil  of  troqpaasing. 


too  fhr  on  ^e  time  and  attention  of  yobr  honorable 
bo4y»  Tefer  to  a  map  of  New  Hampshire  to  show  the 
etiensive  water  communications  that  might  be  made 
with  the  canal,  not  mentioned  herein,  and  hasten  to 
state  the.  general  relations  and  advantages  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  assistance  for  Which  they  have  pettiion6d 
the  Naiidlial  Government.  The  immediate  effect  of 
such  assistance  would  be  to  increase  the  national 
strength  and  wealth,  Iqt  giving  value  to  millions  of  tons 
of  timber  now  considered  an  encumbrance  to  the 
ground ;  to  ebhilnce  the  value  of  land  for  agricultural 
purposes,  by' providing  a  cheap  mode  of  conveying  Its 
produce  to  market,  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast 
Will  be*  mord  abundantly  «nd  cheaply  supplied ;  to  give 
advantages  to  commerce,  4>y  enabling  the  merchant  to 
^d  cargoes  ai  wa(h  rates  as  would  enable  him  to  ex- 
port Aem  profitably,  and  build  his  shipcf  at  less  coat ; 
to  alUgmei^t  the  population  of  that  i^urt  of  the  countnr, 
and  enable  the  fnhabitatits  to  receive  articles  of  foreig^n 
growth  and  origin,  now  become  necessaries  of  life,  by 
boat  navigation;  on  better  terms  and  in  greater  quanti- 
ties, thereby  encouraging-  and  Increasing  thtf  importa- 
tion, and^  consequently  the  revenues  of  the  General 
Ckiveftiment.  The  easy  communication  with  the  in- 
terior, which  tiie'  piroposed  works  vriU  afford,  vriU  be' 
the  means  of  essenQaJly  strengthening  the  frontier  in 
a  quarter  wliera  it  is  no^  mo^t'weak  and  vulnerabls, 
and  will  attach  th^  inhabitants  in  that  direction  still 
more  to  &e-  Union,  by  a  sentiment  of  increasing  inter- 
est ;  our  ports  becoming  more  and  more  the  source  id 
this  skCcommodation,  tod  the  vent  of  the  produce  of 
tfabhr  industry.  The  canal  will  als^  be  the  medium  of 
supplies  to  the  navy  yard  at  Cbarlestown,  of  the  best 
material  of  every  kind  for  repairing  or  building  ships, 
jor^r  (Completing  the  wharves  and  docks  which  it  may 
he  fbund  neeeasaiy  to  construct  there  r  snd  it  is  con- 
ceiti^  it  Will,  in  this  alone,  aave  the  tJnited  States 
tiiousands  of  dollars  yearly,  and  enable  ito  agents  to 
obtain  from  the  iatsrior  every  ipat  ftnd  every  article, 
not  excepting  iron  and  copper»  which  may,  in  the  event 
of  hostilities,  be  waiited  for  ships  of  war. 

Ydur  memoriaBsto  would  fhrthier  beg  leave  to  remarit, 
that  the  proviaiona  of  the  act  which  has  already  passed 
the  honorable  Senate*  are  such  that,  while  they  may 
afibrd  the  proprietors  of  the  Middlesex  canal  the  aaaist- 
ance  ^v  need  to  completo^and  carry  into  etfect  the 
great  and  beneficial  purposes  orif;inallyxontemplaU>dy 
by  putehasing  a  portion  of  their  interest,  the  Govern- 
ment dispoees  of  an  unproductive  property  in  lands, 
invtetins  the  proceeds  in  an  institution  endowed  iritih 
petpotual  pri^ages,wbich,  to  be  soon  profitable,  te- 
quires  but  efficient  4id;  and  whieh,  firpfn  its  veiy  sit«- 
atioB»  cannot  bo  livaHed,  and  must  be  progressive ;  so 
that,  in  a  few  yearsr  the  Government  mav,  if  oocasiaii 
should  require,  pell  the  shares  it  may  hold  for  money. 

Your  memorialisto,  convinced  that  the  viewi  they 
have  herein  taken  of  their  enterprise,  in  relation  to  tlie 
public  interests,  are  well  founded,  cannot  but  belief e 
that  your  honorable  body  will  be  of  opinion  that  this 
is  one  of  those  occasions  alluded  to,  in  the  rqport  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  the  resources 
of  Government  may,  with  the  greatest  efiect  and  pro- 
prie^,^  brought  in  aid  df  private  enterprise  in  public 
improvements  And  they  are  encouraged  to  antici- 
pate this  result,  (from  the  deliberations  of  your  honors^ 
the  mors  confidently,  as  it  will  have  been  made*  to  ap- 
pear, ihat  the  MiddleaOE  canal  was  undertaken  and 
executed  in  the  faith,  that  so  important  a  part  of  the 
water  commnwication  with  tUa  large  and  fartile  tenW 
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toiy  being  effected,  a  just  «ense  of  the  gieat  advantage 
to  result  tberefrom  w.ould  atimalate  the  p^ple  to  the 
ibrmation  of  companies  for  clearing  the  obstructions  of 
the  river  Merrimack,  and  for  executing  the  other  iie- 
cessary  works  detaue^  in  this  memorial;,  or  thai  Gov- 
ernment would  be  induced  to  take  the  shares,  original- 
ly resenred,  whenever  a  representition  of  theite'advan- 
P^gta^tD  an  extensive  district  of  country,  should  be 
made  to  your  iionorable  body;  and  thu9  |tfibid  the  aid 
Oecessai^  to  bring  into  activity  resourees  so  important 
to  the  growth  of  the  Union.  But  the  want  of  an  ave- 
nue of  easy  communication  with  the  seacoaat^.  having- 
placed  it  out  of  the-power  of  the'  people  most  immedi- 
ately interested  in  New  Hampshire,  to  rais^  funds  auf- 
ficiettt  for  the  puiposes  herein  contemplated ;  and-men 
of  moneyed  capiul  in  the  seaports,  with  only  partial 
•luews  of  the  subject,  having  been  deterred  by  the  hith- 
erto unproductive  state  of  the  Middlesex  canal,  from 
engaging  in  similar  enteiprises,  it  is  only  thenfii^m  the 
more  enlarged  views  of  aii  e];i)ightened  GoVeciunent 
that  fhe  wishes  of  your  memorialista,  i^  reUtion  tp 
their  object,  can  be  realized*  j      . 

They  have,  therefore,  thouglit  they  might  reiterate 
their  appeal  to  Congresa  on'  the  merits'  of  tbeir  peti- 
tion, which  has  been  favorably  received  by  the  Senate, 
at  the  Ust  session  of  that  braiich  of  the  Legislature, 
persuaded  Uiey  are  addresshi^  those  who  cannot  fail 
of  feeling  an  interest  in  ibis,  and  all:  other  comerns 
touching  the  internal  improvetaieikts  of  the'  United 
States^ 

AARON  DEXTER,. 

XOHN  C.  JONES, 

^_  Pint  Vice  PretHent. 

BENJAMIN  JOY, 

.  $cefmd  tVtce  Prendent. 
WILLIAM  GRAY, 
WILLIAM  ^AYNB, 
EBENEZER  OLIVER, 
JOSEPH  HALL, 
BENJAMIN  WELD, 
JOSEPH  COOLIBGB;  Jr. 
C.  GOkB,      . 
R.  SULLIVAN, 
JOHN  L.  SULLIVAN, 

^  Agmt  of  the  Corporation* 

ORLEA^NS  TJSRRirpRY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biir  authorrzing  the  people  of  Of  leaos  Territory 
to  elect  a  eonventiop  to  form  a  constitution  pre- 
paratory to  its  admission  into  the  Ujjion  as  a  tree 
and  indepencjeot  State— Mr.  CIuinoy's  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement  siil^  under  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  PoiNnEXTER.— Mr.  Speaker:  It  fs  wifti  ex-' 
treine  reluctance  that  I  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  to  participate  in  <he  discussion  of  (he 
subject  now  under  codsLderation.  I  should  deem 
It  not  only  useless  but  inexcusaWe  to  trespass  on 
your  time,  and  delay  the  final  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  biH  before  you,  but  for  the  novel 
and  extraordinary  aspect  which,  has  been  given 
to  the  debate  by  an  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  ^DiNcy.)  The  tendency  of  the 
remarks  made  bv  that  gentleman  is  madifesily 
hostile  to  the  bestmleresis  of  the  nation,  and  oal- 
cuiated  to  excite,  so  far  as  their  influeaoe  extends, 


JHrtctors, 


a  spirit  of  revolt  ampng  the  people  of  the  Usited 
Sutes.  I  cannot,  therefore^  forbear  to  enter  my 
protest,  in  the  only  form  Constiuitionally  pro- 
vided  for  the  peculiar  sitiiatkm  which  I  occupr 
on  this  floor,  against  the  establishment  of  priuci. 
pies  fraught  with  such  disastrous  consequences^ 
But,  air,  as  various  objections  have  been  made  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  as  !  profess  to  be 
friendly  to  its  ffencFal  cibjects.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
give  some  of  these  objections  a  concise  examini- 
tion  before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  observations 
'of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

It  has  been  contended  by  an  honorable  geotte- 
man  from  Connecticut^  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  thatiaai- 
rouch  as  the  western  limits  of  Louisiana  remain 
uwlfcfined,  the  Slate  to  be  formed  of  the  pTwent 
Territory  of  Orleans  woUld  extend  iu  juriidii- 
tion  over  the  province  of  Texas,  to  Rto  Bravo, 
an4  dowi>  that  river  to  •its  confluence  with  (ke 
?ea,  so  as  to  include  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  and 
the  whole  extent  of  country,  supposed  by  tb« 
American  Governnient  to  be  transferred  bf  rfce 
French  Republic  under  tlie  name  of  Looyuioa. 
This  circumstance,  it  is  ajlfeged,  will  eaable  the 
Government  of  the  new  State  to  involve  the 
United  States  in  war^  for  the  establishment  of 
the  most  western  boundary,  to  which  we  hare 
«ssertcd  a  claim.'  The  gentreman  has  himself 
referred  to  a  fa^t  which,  in  my  estimatioD,  for- 
nisbes  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  objection.  He 
admitis,  ^hat  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Stale 
of  Massacbiisetts'was  never  definitely  esiaUidied 
until  commissioners  were  appointed  by  tiicGof- 
ernment  of  Great  Britain  aud  the  United  Slates, 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  true  river  St.Crouu 
Anterior  to  that  event  it  was  uncertain  bow  far 
north  the  jujrisdictioo  of  l^assachuseiu  extended? 
but  the  most  scrupulous  adrocates  for  Stale  80^ 
ereignty  never  imagined  that  the  State  ooaW  da- 
oide  Its  own  boundaries,  and  call  upon  thegea- 
eral  Government  to  support  tfaitt  decisioa  at  tbe 
point  of  the  bayonet:    The  diffioutty  was  adjart- 
ed  by  an^icable  n^otiation,  ami  the  river  desi|r 
nated  by  the  two  nations  became  iheperraaocni 
boundary  of  the  State.    Can  the  gentleman  dis- 
tinguish that  case  from  the  one  which  exists m 
to  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana?    By  the 
second  section  of  the -bill,  u  is  provided,  thai  the 
Stale  shall  be  composed  of  all  that  part  of  Ac 
territory  or  country  ceded  imder  the  name  ^I^ 
tsiana  by  the  treaty  made  at  Paris  on  the  30ti 
day  of  April,"  1803,  between  the  United  States 
\n^  F«;«5.ce}  "now  contatfied  vnthin  the  limiisf 
the  Territory  $f  Orleans^  except  that  part  lying 
west  of  the  river  Iberville,  and  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pon- 
charirain  to  the  ocean."    The  Territory  of  Of' 
leans  is  limited  indefinitely  by  the  western  booar 
dary  of  Louisiana  j  but  by  an  arrangement  mi^de 
m  the^ut^mn  of  1806,  between  the  Comasoder- 
in-Chief  of  the  American  Army  and  the  Com- 
mander of.  the  Spanish,  forces  in  that  quarter,  it 
was  agreed  that  for  the  prene'nt  the  -Spaniards 
should  not  crpss  the  Sabine,  and  that  the  Amet- 
lean  settlements  should  not  extend  to  that  river* 
To  carrf  thit  ajrrangemefit  into  eflfect^  the  Gov- 
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ernment'of  the  United  StiKes  has  given  instrac- 
ribDS  that  the  public  lands  should  not  be  disposed 
of  west  of  a  meridian  passing  bv  ISfatchitoches. 
Beyond  that  line  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  Ter- 
ritorial Government  of  Orleans  has*  not  yet  ex- 
tended its  authority.  It  follows;  iherelbre,  by  a 
fair  construction  of  the  section  to  which  I  have 
referred,  that  the  ^ate  to  be  formed  of  that  ter- 
ritory will  be  confined  Within  the  same  limits, 
until  by  an  act  of  the  General  Crov.ernmeqt  the 
'western  boundary  of  the  cession  shall  be  finally 
adjusted.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  to  render  that  certiMn^  which  by 
the  deed  of  cession  is  equivocal,  an^d  whatever 
hoe  they  may  consent  to  establish  as  the  western 
extremity  of  the  country  teded  under  the  name 
of  Louinana  will  4:onstitute  the  permanent  limit 
of  the  State,  whether  it  extends  to  Rio  Bravo  or 
theSabine,or  a  meridian  passing,by  Natchitoches. 
This,  sir,  is  conformable  with  usage.  Thje  south- 
ern boundary  of  Georgia  was  fixed  by  the  Treaty 
of  the  27th  day  of  October.  1795,  with  the  King 
of  Spain  5  Und,  by  the  Treaty  of  1794  with  Great 
Britato,  the  true  river  St.  Croix  was  determfned. 
In  these  instances,  the  States  whose  interests 
were  involved,  existed  prior  to,  and  wtre  parties 
in,  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution;,  and 
yet  n6  one  ever  qUestiouel  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  settle  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  them  and  the  colonies  of 
Great  Briuin  and  Spain*  I  ptit  it  to  the  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  say  whe- 
ther the  difficulty  which  he  sQggest4,  is  not  en- 
tirely removed  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of 
tbe  Government  on  these  occasions,  sindlfar  ih 
their  nature  to  the  present,  and  dififering  only  in 
circumstances  which  rendered  them  more  favor- 
able to  tbe  interposition  of  State  authorities. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said,  that  the  rights  of  State  sov- 
ereignty ought  to  be  withheld  from  tbe  people  of 
the   Territory  of  Orleans  because  a  majority  of 
the   popnlation  is  composed  of  emigrants  from 
Prance,  and  lh^  descendants  d*  l<*renchmeh — 
that  among  these,  there  exists  a  predominant  at- 
tachment to  the  Ciovernment  of  France.    I  shall 
not  attempt  to  controrert  the  fact,  that  there  are 
individuals  of  weahh«and  inflaeace  in  that  Ter- 
ril&nr,  who,  from  early  habits  and  education,  have 
imbibed  n  strong  predilection  for  French  laws, 
customs,  and  manners.    No  lapse  of  time,  no 
change  of  situation,  cab  obliterate  the  ipipressions 
-which  the  mind  receives  from  early  precept  and 
example.    Is  it  to  be  expected  that  a  people  whose 
laws  and  Ullages,  from  time  immemorial,  have 
been  materially  different  from  those  which  con- 
stitnte  the  rule  of  conduct  in  this  country,  and 
whose  ignorance  of  our  political  institutions  re- 
mits from  the  Teipy  nature  of  the*  Government 
nnder  which  tbeyhave  lived,  cati  $ud.denly  trans- 
fer their  affections  from  that  system  of  jurispru- 
deace  which  has  been  handed  down  from  their 
ancestors,  to  a  Government  whose  laws  they  do 
not  understand,  either  in  theory  or  in  practice ?i 
Sueh  a  transition  cannot  be  reconcilfed  without 
tbe  mid  of  practical  experience,  by  which  ,the 
blessiii^  of  our  free  Constitution  are  demonstra- 


ted in  the  security  which  it  affords  to  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  of  the  citiaen.    How  far 
the  original  inhabitants*  of  Louisiana  are  liable 
to  the  charge  of  French  partiality  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say;  but  I  t^liei^  them  to  bean  orderly 
class  of  society— =  well  disposed  towards  the  Gov- 
ernment  of  tbe  tlorted  States.    Those  who  man- 
ifest the  greatest  regard  for  France  are  .to  be 
foupd  amongst  the  emigrantSj  whose  vi^ws  and- 
^xpectatioQs  carry  them  beyond  the  simplicity  of 
a  Republican  form  of  government.^  But  wnile 
I  admit  the  existence  of  French  Influence  in  that 
quarter  of  the  Union  to  a  certain  extent,  1  cadhot 
make  it  the  basis  oh  Which  to  justify  a  refusal  to 
eoaancipa,te  the  great  body  of  the  people  from  ther* 
trammels  of  territorial  vassalage.    Is  it  a  good< 
reason,  why  the  people  whorciside  within  the  cir- 
cle of  the  Essex  junto  should  not  enjoy  equal 
rights  >svith  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  that 
those  who  compose  that  association  are  avowedly 
the  partisans  of  England?.  I  presui^de  a  proposi- 
tion to  trench  upon  their  rights  would  be  viewed 
with  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation,  as 
an  act  of  political  intolerance.  Unprecedented  in  • 
the  histpry  of  this  Government.    And  ye4,  sir,  I 
venture  to  pronounce  tV^  these  British  attaoli'- 
ments,  fostered  and  cherished  anudst  the  wrongs 
and  insults  which  we  have  received  from  tliat 
natioh,  not  only  in  this  rmrseryof  iorp  principles^ 
but  in  mo^t  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States,  have  already  produced  more  mischief 
ta'this  nation,  than  the  miserable  Frei^ch  inflQ« 
ence  existing  in  New  Orleans  would  produce  ia 
half  a  ceoti^lry.    In  a  Government  like  this.  i|  is 
in  vain  to  expect  that  men  will  not  think  and  act 
for  themselves;  apd  so  fara»  their  actions  do  not 
amount  to  an  open  violation  of  law,  they  cannot 
be  restrained;  and  I,  for  one,  am  veryViUing  to 
^^  tolerate  error  pf  opinigp,  when  reason  is  left 
free  to  combat  it.''   By  erecting  this  Teriritory  into 
a  separate  and  indepeodenc  oommbnwealth,  and 
granting  to  iu  inhabitants  equal  civil  apd  polit-. 
ical  rights  with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  you  will 
merit  the  confidence  and  affection  of  those  who 
vtifuetis  they  ought,  the  important  privileges  con- 
ferred upon  them*    You  will  arrest  from  those 
who  9eek  to  disturb  tbe  tranquillity  of  the  coun* 
try,  by  exciting  feuds  and  internal  disorder  amgng 
the  people,  ^very  pretext  for  the  accomplishment 
of  theiir  purposes;  and  you  ^11  invite  to  this  ex- 
posed section  of  our  country  a  population,  so  ne- 
cessa^ry  in  the  hour  of  danger,  to  resist  the  occu- 
pation of  the  shores  and  waters  of  the  Mississijppi 
oy  an  invading  enemy.  / 

From  the  influence  of  France  nothing  need 
be  feared^  The  distance,  by  w|iicb  we  are  sep- 
arated from  that  great  Power,  is^  sufficient  guar- 
antee that  no  attempt  will  be  made  on  her  part 
to  subvert  our  authority  in  Louisiana.  France 
is  not  in  a  situation  to  assail  us,  if  such  a  dispo- 
sition existed  in  her  f uler. ,  The  want  of  naval 
power,  wifl,  for  many  years  to  come,  form  an  in- 
superable barrier  to  the  introduction  of  a  French 
army  into  the  United  States.  But  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  can  never  be  prevailed 
on  to  commit  their  destinies  to  an  adventurer; 
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they  enjoy  not  only  the  necessary  comforts,  but 
the  luxuries  of  life  in  abundance;  their  iofcreas- 
ing  wealth  furnishes  a  certain  pledge  of  future 
greatness.  The  Government  of  \^hich  they  now 
form  a  component  part,  though  in  many  particu- 
iars  different  from  that  in  whose  laws  they  have 
been  educated,  isezempt  from  the  desolating  storm 
which  carries  misery  and  distress  into  every  re-' 
gion  of  the  Old  World;  and,  under  the  auspices 
of  our  mild  and  salutary  Constitution,  they  may 
repose  in  full  confidence  tt^at  their  political  con- 
nexion will  not  depend  on  the  whim  or  caprice 
of  the  tyrants  of  Europe.  It  cannot  be  forgotten, 
that  in  the  situation  of  colonies  they  w^re  bought 
and  sold  like  herds  of  cattle,  at  the  wiU  of  foreign 
nations,  without  regard  to  their  feelings  or  wishes. 
With  these  insuperable  lies  on  the  5legian<ie  of 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  I  con- 
sider it  an  act  both  of  justice  and  policy  to  receive 
them  as  brothers  in  the  great  American  family. ' 
Permit  me,,  now,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  We  are  told  by  that  gentleman, 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  in  direct  hos- 
tility to  the  Constitution,  atid  materially  afiect 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States,  /fhat  the  creation  of  new  Slates, 
or  *' political  sovereignties,"  without  the  original 
limits  of  the  United  States^  is  an.  usurpation  of 
power  not  warranted  by  a  sound  construp'tion 
of  the  Constitution.  In  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  two  questions  arise;  first,  wh£ther  th^ 
United  States  can  acquire  ibrelgt^  territory,  and 
by  what  meaiis?  And  whether  the  terriipry  so 
acquired  can  be  admitted'  into  the  Union  as  an 
independent  ^tate?  By  the  fourth  i^rticl^  of  the 
Constitution,.  Congress  are  authorized^  "  to  dis- 
pose of,  and  make  ail  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  theterritory  of  the  United  States." 
This  j)ro vision  contains  an  express  recognition  of 
the  right  bor  only  to  possess  territory,  but  to  dis« 
pose  of  and  regulate  it  in  any  manner  which 
Congress  may  think  consistent  with  th^  general 

?;ood.  If  then  the  power  to  hold  territory,  and 
o  regulate  it  without  Hmitatioo,  is  ei^pressly  given 
to  the  General  Government,  the  right  to  acquire 
it  follows  as  an  indispensable  attribute  of  <sover- 
ereignty.  An^  this  opiuipn  is  supported  by  the 
enumeration  of  powers  given  to  Congress  in  the 
Constitution.  A  nation  can  extend  its  territorial 
limits  either  by  conquest  or  by  treaty.  If  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  just  and  legitimate  war,  or  by  a 
faiir  and  &ona  jEoe  contract,  one  nation  aoqiiires 
the  possession^  of  territory  which  originally  be- 
longed to  another,  it  becomes- incorporated  with 
the  domain  of  the  Power  to  Whom  it  is  thus  trans- 
ferred, and  cannot  be  distinguished  from  any  other 
portion  of  territory  over  which  the  sovereign  au- 
thorilty  of  the  nation  extends. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  the  power  is  given  to  Congress 
« to  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 

{irisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on 
and  and  water;"  and  by  the  second  section  of 
the  second  article,  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  is  vested 


with  power  ''to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds 
of  the  Senators  present  concur."  From  these 
grants  of  power  in  the  Constitution,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  United  States  ean,  without  a  yiolatioa 
of  that  instrumept,  acquire  and  hold  foreiga  ter- 
ritory. The  authority  to  dispose  of,and  the  means 
of  acquiring  territory,  being  exclusively  confided 
to  the  Gt'neral  Government,  and  prohibited  to  the 
States,  it  would  ^require  clear  and  distinct  negm- 
tive  expressions  to  confine  tha^^power  witbiokay' 
particular  geographical  limits.  The  Constitution 
contains  no  prohibition 'of  the  right  to  acquire 
territory,  either  by  war  or  compact,  but  the  latter 
alternative  has  been  adopted  by  this  GoveromeDt, 
whose  policy  js  founded  in  justice,  and  whose  ob- 
ject is  peace. 

Having  shown  that  the  United  States  possess, 
constitutionally^  the  powecaiid  t.he  mekns  of  ob- 
taining foreign  >territory,  the  only  point  which 
remains  to  be  discussed,  is,  whether  new  States 
may  be  created  without  the  ancient  limits  of  the 
United  States.  In  ;he  investigation  of  this  part 
of  the  subject^  it  will  be  necessary  lo  take  a.  c«r- 
sory  view  of  the  treaty-makiM  power,  and  of  the 
convention  between  the  United  Statte  and  France 
of  the  30th  April,  1803.  It  is  an  uoiversal  priti- 
ciple  in  all  Governments,  whether  their  (brm  be 
despotic  or  free,  to  vest  the  Chief  Executive 
Magistrate,  in  some  shape  or  other,  with  the  sole 
|K>wer  of  entering  into  pacts,  treaties,  and  conven- 
tions, with  foreign  pations';  and,,aUhou^b  the  con- 
curren<;e  of  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  Qor^ 
ernmei^t  may  be  necessary  to  give  validity  lo  the 
act  of  the  Executive,  in  no  instapee  caa  a  treaty 
be  formed  without  hisas&ent*  The  t^iLoaal  se- 
curity against  the.abusie  of  this  power  consista  in 
the  solicitude  which  ea^h  feels  to  make  the  best 
bargain  for  the  people  ove#  whom  his  authority 
extends.  '^  In  Ec^land,  (says  Sir  WtUiam  Blach 
'  stone.)  it  is  the  Kipg^s  prerogative  to  make  trea- 
^  ties.  Leagues,  and  ^alliances  with  foreign  States 

*  and  Prince^.;  for,  it^  is  by  the  laws  of  nations 
'essential  to  the  goodness  of  a  league  that  it  be 
'  mad^  by  the, sovereign  PoWer,  and  then  it  is 
'  binding  on  the  whde  community  s  and  in  Enff- 
'  land  the  sovereign  power  quo  ad  hqc  is  vested  la 

*  the  person  of  the  King.  Whatever  conttacis 
**  therefore  he  engages  in,  ho  other  power  in  the 
'  Kinffdom'can  legally  4elay, resist,  or  annul.  And 
^  yet^  lest  this  plenitude  of  authoritv  should  be 
\  abused,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  the  coo- 

*  stitutfon  (as  was  hinted  before)  has  here  intex- 

*  posed  a  check,  by  the  means  of  Parliamenury 
'  impeachment,  for  the  punishment  of  duch  Mia- 
'  isters  as  from  criminal  motives  advise  or  con- 
'  cludeany  preaty  which  shall  after  wards  be  judged 

*  to  defogaie  from  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
'  nation."  But,  says  the  gentleman  fronk  Ma^a- 
chusetts,  ''  Suppose  that  monarch  should  make  a 
'  treaty  stipulating  that  Hanover  or  Hindostan 
'  should  have  aright  of  representation  on  the  floor 
'  of  Parliament,  would  such. a  treaty  be  binding  ?" 
The  obvious. reply  to  this  farrfetcned  interroga- 
tory i9j  that,  if  these  pountrie«  formed  a  |art  at 
the  British  dominions,  the  hecessfiry  statutes  io 
carry  such  a  stipulation  iptQ  effectwoald  make 
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k  otfligatory  on  the  Britiab  natioii,  and  no  power 
is  the  EkiDgdom  could  ^l^alljr  delay,  resist,  or 
^ittDttl"  it.  Tbere  is  nplhiog  ta  ihe  British  cod- 
sdtuUoo  to  control  the  treatV-nakiog  power  of 
th^t  coQiltry,  abd  therefore  the  Kiog  may  prop- 
erly cooivact  for  the  exteosiOD  of  ciTii  and  polit- 
ical rights.  The  Coostitotion  of  the  United  States 
ia  n^ore  guarded  itt  this  particular.  The  t/eaty- 
makHi^  power  is  composed  of  the  President  and 
uivo-thirds  of  the  Senatort  present ;  and  Whene-. 
T<ec  appropriations  of  money  are  necessary  tocarry 
«  tieaty  into  efiect,  the  immediate  Representa- 
tires  or  the  people  hare -a  salatary  cheek  nn  the 
ether. two  branches. 

This  wise  and  jodicioiMxIistribolion  of  power 
/oroM  an  iinnenetrable  bulwark  ai^onad  the  liber- 
ttea  of.  the  American  people.  If,  f^om  accident 
<>r  deaign.  the>Presideat  should  enter  into  eiiga^e-, 
menu  with,  a  foreign  nation  incompatible  with 
the  general  prineiplea  or  express  proTisionsof  the 
Constittttion^  the  intetpoaitton  of  the  other  de- 
jwrtments  will  afford  a  seasonable  corrective  ta 
■ocb  a^ereUctioo  of  duty.  It  is,  howerer,  to  be' 
pfesMmcd,'<hat^  in  all  ourtrahsactions  with  for- 
eign ecoBtriea,  the  influence  of  national  a^Uch- 
■leotrwill  induce  the  £xeoative  Councils  to  pro- 
mote, aa  far  as  possible,  the  welfare  of  th^  Unil^ 
States.  It  would,  indeed;  be  a  novelty  in  poHti- 
eai  history^  that  an  iadtvidoa^  who  is  jttiaed  by 
Ae  voluntacy  suffca^  .e€  his  ieUow-citizena  to 
the  fitat  office  in  their  gift  should  prostrate  their 
lights  and  bis  power  at  the  feet  of  a  fo«eign  Prince. 
CSatitud,e,peraoBal  rebpect,  lore,  of  power,  and  ia 
ahon^rery  moiire  which  ban  aQtoatethe  human 
miad,  operate  to  produce  a <liffereatre^h^  Theat 
are  the  only  reatrictiops  which  hare  bten  thou|rHt 
by  the  foiUideri^f  the  Constitution  essentiti^.to 
gaard  against  the  enerotfchnienit  of  ^be  treaty- 
tnakittg^  power  in  this  country.  The  enumera- 
tion iD  the  Conedttttion  which  defines  the  pow«r8 
of  the  respectire  departments  was  not  intended 
to  apply  to  tr^ties  and  conrenrions  entered  into 
with  loreign  nations.  It  would  havebeeo  nnrea* 
aonable  to  hare  attempted  a  apecification  of  all 
the  caaes  in  which  external  regulations  would 
kom  time  to  time  become  exp^ient  and'  neees- 
aary.  No  human  beia|^  cottld  foresee  all  the 
eontin^eaeies  that  might  occur  in  the  practical 
aperatjoo  of  the  Gorerament  wliich  require  the 
iaterpositioB  of  the  treaty-making  power.  I.therer 
£oie  contend  that  a  treaty  once  ratified  by  each 
ao-ordinate  department  of  the  Qoreroroent  be- 
comes the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  is  as  bind- 
ing oa  this  House  as  an  article  in  the  Constitu- 
tion itaelf.  To  illustrate  this  position^  beyond  the 
reach  of  contradiction,  and  togire  to  reason  the 
aid  of  an  express  provision  in  the  Constitution, 
1  beg  leare  to  quote  from  article  six  the  following 
wofda:  '^  This  Constitution,  and  the  laiys  of  the 
*  United  Btates  which  shaU  be  mtde  in  porso- 
'  ance  thereof,  and  qU  treaHeemade  or  which  shaU 
'  htwade  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States^ 
'^^aUbethe  9ttprtmela»^thelafid.  Andilie. 
'  Judges  in  erery  State  shall  be  bound  thereby, 
^•anything  in  the  pottstitption  or  laws  of  any  State 
^  to  Ihe  contrary  notwithstanding."    The  jiatinc- 


tion  here  taken  between  laws  and  treaties  cannot 
be  misunderstood :  laws  are  to  he  madevju  pursu- 
ance of  the  Constitution,  treaties  "  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Slates.'^  I  admit,  sir,  that 
an  article  in  a  treaty  which  would  ^  ta  contra- 
vene an  ex  press  pro  vision  of  the  Constitution  wouM 
not  be  hi naing;  biit  who  is  tol)e  (he  arbiter  between 
the  treatynnaking  power  4ind  the  Constitution  ? 
Will  ypu  confiddhis  gigantic  power  to  the  Su- 
.  preme  Coort  of  the  United  States,  and  gire  to  that 
tribunal  the  exposiMoq  of  all  con trorendes^  grow- 
ing out  of  treaties  or  conventions  with  foreign  nft-' 
tioasT  I  jureaume  no  gentleman,  will  adyancea 
doctrine  so  absurd  and  ridiculous.  •  If,  then,  the 
other  three,  bcinches  of  the  General  Qbvernment 
determine  a  treaty  Con'stitutionat  by  passing  the 
necessary  laws  to  carry  it  ioto  effect,  it  becomes 
at  once  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and,  so  far 
as  its  stipulations  secure  personal  prirtteges  and 
•the  rightrof  property,  they  must  be  fulfilled. 

Let  us  no#  inquire  what  are  the  obligations 
whicliwe  have  contracted  in  relation  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Louisiana  by  the  Treaty  of  Cession  with 
the  French  Republic,  The  jthird  article  of  that 
treaty  atipulates  that' ^  The  inhabitants  of  the 
<  ceded  territorv  shadtl  be  incorporated  into  the 

*  JUnionof  the  U nitedB lates.  and  ad m itted. as  soon 
'  as  nossible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
^  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 

*  rights  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they  shall  be 
'  maintained  and  prdtaetad  in  the  free  enjoyment 

*  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  tHe  reiig^ion  which 
*.they  proiass.'^  And  are  we  sitting  here,  to  deiib- 
eraie  whether  we  will  perform  these  solemn  en^ 
gagements  whieh  haye  been  entered  into  by  the 
cohaMtnted  authorities,'  and  Which  are;  presented 
to  us  in  the  imposing  attitude  of  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  7  Are  nbtthe  principles  of  the 
Coostieution  in  uaison  With  these -engagements? 
Article  four,  sectJoa  three :  "  New  States  may  be 

*  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union ;  but 
'  not  new  State  shall  be  formed  or^ected  witMn 
^  thejurisdictlon  of  any  other  State,  nor-any  State 
^  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two^or  more  States, 
'  or  parts  of  States,^  without  the  consent  of  the 
^  States  concerned*  as  well  as  of  the  Congress.'^ 
Here,  then«  is  a  generaLpower  to  admit  new  StatM, 
and  I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  show  that  it  is 
confined  to  the  original  lerHtory  belona Ing  to  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  contains  such  a  limitation,  even 
by  the  remotest  implication.  Such  a  construc- 
tion would  not  Only  be  contrary  to  the  letter,- hut 
to  the  spirit  of  the  article  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red. For,,  if  other-  territory  than  that  which 
belon^d  to  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Conatitution  was  not 
intended  to, be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  why 
has  it  l)een  the  eonsi^nt  practice  of  the  Qorern- 
ment  tp  annex  Indian  t^ritory  to  the  old  States, 
and  to  form  new  States  of  lands  purchased  from 
the  difiRBrent  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  United  St^es^ 
They  ^re  foreign  Powers'— acknowledged  and 
treated  with  as  such,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  QorerOment;  and  the  objections  urged  on  this 
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oceiisioii  woald  apply  witiv  eqaaL  force  against 
the  extiogiiishnient  of  th^  Indian  title. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  epongh  has  been' said  to  satisfy 
erety  candid  individual  of  this  body,  tbat  the 
Territory  which  it'  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
create  into  a  separaite  Commonwealth,  wa^^  fairly 
and  constitutionally  acquired  j  that  we  are  bound 
by  the  sacred  obligations  of  treaty  to  extend  to 
its  inhabitants  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
monities  of  citizens  of  the  Onited  3tates)  and. 
that. there  exists  no  Constitu^tional  batrier  to  a 
fulfilmentof  that  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  The  most  approved  writer  (  VfU' 
tet)  on  public  law,  declares  that  **he  who  has 
'  made  a  promise  to  any  one,  has  conferred  upon 
*  him  a  truer  right  16  require  the  thing  prom fsed, 
'  $nd  that,  eonsequ^ntlv,  not  to  keep  a  perfecft 
^  promise,  is  to  violate  the  right  of  another;  and 
'.IS  as  manifest  an  injustice  as  that  of  deprivin^r 
'  a  person  of  his  property^  And  further,  as  the 
<  en^^ements  of  a  treaty  impose  on  the  one  hand 
'  a  perfect  obligation,  thev  produce  od  the  other 
'  a  perfect  right.  To  vrolate  a  treaty,  then,  ia  to 
'  violate  the  perfect  right  of  him  with  whom  we 
'have  contracted,  and  this  is  to  do  him  an.  in- 
'jury."  I  cdneeive  the  character  of  the  natron 
to  be  deeply  involved. in  the  question  now* before 
the  House.  If  we  refuse  to  perform  the  legai, 
moral,  and  political  obligation  which  Is  imposed 
on  us  by^thd  Treaty  of  Cession,  tQ  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory  ibto  the 
Union,  and  to  admi^  them  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights  arid  privileges  of  citizens,  we  shall 
deserve  to.be  branded  with  the  odious  epithet  of 
a  faithless  nation,  we  shall  merit  the  censure  of 
the  civilized  wotld,  and  the  jQst  resentment  of 
the  people  to  whom  these  rights  and  privileges 
ought;  to  be  extended. 

Mri  Speaker,  I  ehter  with  lively  sensibility  on 
tbat  portion  of  the  remarks  tnade  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Mas^chiisetts,  which  me- 
nace insurrection^and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Had  these  sentiments  fallen  from  the  gea  tie  titan 
in  the  ardor  of  debate,  while  theimaginittion  was 
inflamed  with  an  uneooquerable  zeal  to  prove  the 
impolicy  of  the  measur^  under  coasideraiion,  or 
bad  they  beeti  Qflferedin  the  shape  of  possible 
lesults^  1^ should  have  regaided  them  only  with 
pity  and  ^contempt;  but  the  gentleman  declares 
It  10  be  his.  ^  deliberate  opinion,  that  if  this  bill 
'passes,  the  bonds  of  tbis'  Union  are' virtually 
'  dissolved;  th^t  the  States  which  compose  itar^ 
'  free  from  their  moral  obligations,  and  that,  as  it 
'  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  wHl  be  the  dnty  of 
'  some,  to  prepare  definitely  for  a  separation— 
'  amjcably.  if  ihev  can,  violently  if  they  must." 
laftiienced  by  a  desire  to  s^mp  on  these  express 
aions  their  merited  disgrace,  and  to  preserve  dig- 
nity and  decorum  in  otir  deliberations,  i  felt  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Per- 
haps in  doing  so,  I  was  actuated  more  by  a  sudi- 
den  impulse  of  feeling  than  by  an  acrcturate  knowU 
edgie  of  Parliamentary  proceedings.  I  am  still, 
howeve/,  impressed  with  a  conviction  thpt  these 
sacred  walbf  the  sanctuary  of  the  liberties  of  the 
American  people,  ought  not  to  be  polluted  by 


direct  invitations  to  rebellion  againist  the  Qor> 
ernment,  of  which  we  are  a  constituent  part; 
but  the'liberality  and  the  courtesy  of  tbe  HoQse 
have  overruled  that  opinion,  and  the  gentleiDaa 
was  permitted  to  proceed.  Are  we,  then,  about 
.to  commit  an  act  which  is  to  burst  asunder  the 
bonds  of  our  political  Union,  and  prostrate  th« 
glorious  fiabric  which  has  beeii  reared  by  tke 
valor  of  oar  ancestors  ?  Sir,  when  I  look  at  tbe 
events  which  led  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiaaa, 
and  the  efforts  made  at  that  time- by  those  wlio 
opposed  the  measure's  of  the  AdrainistntiM  to 
call  forth  tbe  national  energies  (or  the  purpose  of 
securing  that  important  point  by  conquest, lest  it 
should  fail  into  the  himds.of  a  powerful  neigh- 
bor,  aiid  compare  them  with  the  dedaratioos 
now  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massac bosetts, 
I  am  filled  with  astonishment.  I  cannot  beheie 
that  the  party  with  whom  that  gentleman  isia 
the  habit  of  acting,  wiH  support  the  visiooary 
theories  and  frautic  anticipations  which  be  has 
advanced  on  the  present  occasian.  For  the  honor 
of  every  leial  American  who  is  ranked  with  tbe 
Federal  party,  I  hope  that  these  idle  dreani  of 
political  insanity  wIU  be  suffered  to  vaaish  with- 
out a  struggle  before  the  effulgent  sunshiacef 
patriotism.  .        ' 

i  should,  indeed,  rejoice  to  find,  that,  ta  tbii 
instance^  as  in  th^  b^asEeless  impeachment  insti- 
tuted by  tbe  g^ntletnan  against  the  illustrioos 
Jefferson,  he  should  be  once  more  exhibited  to  a 
laughkifi:  aqdienee^  a  soJilary  unit  on  yonr  jour- 
nals in  ffLVor  of  principles  ao  abhorrent  toerery 
good  citizen.  But,  sir,  permit  me  lo  piAt\fi»  the 
case  which  it  is  5aid  will'  be- productive  of  this 
great  national  calamity.  -  Previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  ihe  Fedecal  Constitution,  while  Loois- 
iana  was  a  Spanish  prt^vince,  the  free  oavigatioa 
oT  tbe  river  Mississippi  was  an  object  which oi- 
gaged'the  attention  and  occupied  the  labors  of 
the  ablest  st^esmen  kndwn  in  the  councils  of  the 
country.  •  In  the  celebrated  debates  on  the  rati^ 
cation  of  the  Constitution,  ia  the  Convention  of 
Virginia,  it  was  Urged  as  a  reason  against  tbe 
adoption  of  tbe  new  forni  of  Government,  tbit 
the  eotnnierce  of  the  Missi^ippi  would  beie« 
secure  than  under  the  Confederation*.  In  aosww 
to  these  suggestions,  which  were  supported  with 
great  zeal  and  ability^  the  distinguished  character 
who  now  fills  the  eialted  sution  of  Chief  Mi;»- 
trate,  stated,  that  ''neither  the  old  Confederacy 
nor  the  new  Constitution,  involves  the  right  to 
give'the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi."  .  1^  **J 
admitted  by  all  to  be  essential  to  the  welfare  ot 
everv  section  of  the  United  States  to  maintain 
the  right  to  navigate  freely  this  great  oatlet  W 
the  products  of  the  Western  States.  Soon  after 
the  new  Qovemment  was  established^  negoit*' 
tions  were  commenced  to  secure  this  important 
object,  and  by  the  fourth  article^  of  thstreaiy 
concluded  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  wasstip; 
ulatled,  that  *'the  navigation  of^  thd- Mis^issW 
*ift  iu  whole  breadth,  from  iti  source  t6  toe 
'  ocean,  shall  be  free  only  to  his  subjects,  and  » 
'  citizens  of  the  Uiiiled  States,  unless  he  8ae«» 
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<«sieod  this  pmiW^e  tp  the  sttbjecis  of  other 
'  Powers  by  »fiecittl  eoDrentiofi."  , And  in  the  22(1 
article  of  the  same  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  in 
^^con^equenee  of  the  itiputations  ooptained  in 
'  the  fburth  article,  His  Catholic  Majesty  will 
'  permit. the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
^  space  of  three  years  from  this  time,  to  deposite 

*  their  mercbaadise  and  effects  in  the  port  of 
^  New  Orleans,  and  to  export  thtoi  from  thenoe 
'  without  laying  any  other  duty,  than  a  fair  price 

'for  the  hire^of  the  stores,  and  His  Majesty  jir^tn- 

*  jse4  either  to  continoe  this  permissioii,  if  he. 

*  £ods  ^ring  that  time  that  it  is' not  prejadicial^ 
**  to  the'  interest  of  Spain,  or  if- he  should  not 
<  agree  to*  continue  it  there,  he  will  assign  to 
i  them  on  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 

*  sissippi  an  cquiralent  establish naent.'^  The  sub- 
ject remained  in  this  sUnation  until  tbe^year 
1802,  when  the  Spanish  autborkies  at  .New  Or- 
igins, after  theeountry  had  been 'transferred  to 
France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefopso,  pN)hib- 
tted  the  deposite  of  American  **  merdbandise  ailid 
ttt^u^  at  New  Orleans,  without  as^igpiog,  oA 
another  part  of  the  banlu^of  the  Mbsissippi,  an 
equivalent  establishment.  The  circumstances 
were  communicated  to  Congress  by  President 
Jefferson,  and  a  Special  Enroy  ndminated.  With, 
a  view  to  obtain  ibe  country  on  botb  sides  the 
ittsaissippi,  by  amicable  negotiaiioh.  Wett,  sir, 
what  was  the  ooaduit  of  gentlemen  whose  politi- 
cal opinions  correspond  with  those  of  the  Stntle- 
man  iVom  Mas^ch^setts  on  that  occasion  f  We 
were  Cold  that  it  would  not  do  to  tctist  to  the 
lardy  process  of  negoUation  in  a  mfttter  whrch 
ittTolved,  so  materially,  the  interest  of  the  nation ; 
immediate  war  was  teeommehded,  aikl  the  wise 
meastire adopted  by  President  Jefferson  was  loudly 
coAderooed.  An  eloquent  gentleman  from  Penn- 
tylnioia,  then  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
fMr.  Ro08,)  asserted,  that  "to  tfafe  free  nayiga- 
'  tion  of  that  rirer  we  had  an  undoubted  ilfifhtfrom 
^  Nature,  and  from  t^e  position  of  the  Western 

*  coimtry" — that  "hostility,  in  its  most  offensive 
<8haf>e,  had  been  offered  by  those  who  disclaim 

*  aU'rigbt  to  the  soil,  and  the  sovereignty  of  that 
^  country  >  an  hostility  fatal  to  the  happiness  of 
'  the  Western  world.    Why  not  seize,  then*  what 

*  is  so  essential  to  us  as  a  nation?"  And  in  a 
aobse^uefit  part  of  the  remarl^s  made  by  the  same 
gentleman,  he  admonisbes  the  Government  in 
tiiese  emphatic  terms:  ** Plant  yourselves  on  the 
^  river,  fortify  its  banks,  invite  those  who  have 

*  an  interest  at  stake  to  defend  it,  do  justice  to 

*  Yourselves  when  your  adver^rie^  deny  it,  and 
^  leave  the  event  to  Him  who  rules  the  fate  of 
'nations."  Thie  disaffection  of  the  Western 
States  was  then  predicted  by  the  same  prophetic 
sprit  which  now  warns  us  of  Eastern  malcon- 
tents. New  Orleans  was  then  tbe  goal  of  their 
afieetions.    Tbe  country  mu^t  be  instantly  con- 

Sered,  or  the  Union  would  be  dismembered: 
It  the  wisdotad  of  the  Statesman  who  then  filled 
the  Execntiye  chair  foresaw  a  different  result. 
The  dignified  and  honorable  appeal,  which  was 
made  to  the  justice  and  true  interests  of  the 
French  nation,  terminated  in  tfafe  purchase  of 


lipuisiana.  l^hls  eVent,  so  highly  advantageous 
to  the  nation,  diffused  general  joy  throughout  the 
United  Slates;  but  the  heroes  whose  valor  would 
have  hurried  them  into  a  pr^atujre  and  unjust 
war  to  accomplish  this  end.  found  no  difficulty 
in  expelling  from  their  minds  the  idea,  that  this 
country  was  ^*  so  essential  tp  u$  as  s^  nation."  New 
Orleans  suddenly  lost  all  its  charms.  Louisiana 
became  a  wilderness  of  swamps  and  marshes^and 
the  vast  extent  of  territory  which  we  had  ac- 
quired was  ondday  to  produce  the  downfall  of  tbe 
Republic,  ^  ' 

The  gentleiYiati  from  Masisachusetts  seems  to 
imagine,  that  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  this  pre« 
diction  is  to  be  fulfilled.    You  are.  says  he,  about 
to   admit  a  "new  partner  into  trre  confederacy 
^  without  tbe  original  limits  of  the  United  States, 
^  which  tends  to  diminish  the  political  power  of 
'  the  original  partners,  and  according  to  the  unde- 
^  niable  })rtnc!ple8  of  moral  law  the  obligatloa  of 
*  bur  national  compact  is  dissolved."    What,-sir^ 
ddes  the  gentleman  mean  by  political  jjower  in 
the  original' partners?    Have  we  such  a  thing  as 
patent  power  ib  the  United  Spates  ?    Thank  Qpd, 
sir,  we  have  neither  Counts;  Dukes,  tk  Lords,  nor 
members  of  the  Qrand  Legion  of  Honor,  nor  any 
other  grade  of  privileged'  orders  ii^  this  countrv 
who  possess  "  political  power"  by  lineal  or  col- 
lateral descent,  or  by  purchase.    In  the  Govern- 
ment all  power  is  vested  in  and  flows  from  the 
people^  and  we  sit  here,  not  as  their  masters,  but 
as  their  servants,  and  to  that  august  tribunal  are 
we  responsible  foe  the  fidelity  with  which  we  exe- 
cute'  the  trust  confided  to  us.    Political  power 
then  beii^r  it)  the  great  body  of  thie  people,  it  can-' 
not  be  definitely  apportioned  among  the  States, 
but  each  State  possesses  weight  propt>rtiQnate  to 
fts  nnmbers.  If  tor  instance  two-thirds  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Virginia  sliould  remove  to  th^  Missis- 
sippr  TeVritory,  which  they  have  a  perfect  right 
to  do,  the  influence  ofVjrginia  in  tbe  National 
Councils,  io  point  of  representation,  would  be 
two-thirds  fess  than  at  present ;  and  it  might  with 
equal' justice  be  said  that  a  State,  inferior  in  po» 
Hlical  pdwec  at  the  time  of  the  ooinpact  was  en- 
tered ihto,  should  rem'ain  in  that  situation  adiri' 
finUwnif  as  to  contend  that  a  number  of  citizens 
residlng^n  a  Territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  shoold  not  be  adtnitted  to  the  enjoyment 
of  those  political  rights,  to  which  from  their  num- 
bers they  are  entitled.    It  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  our  Gh>vernment,  tbat  political  influ- 
ence fluctuates  in  proportion  to  the  augmenta- 
tion or  dimrnution'of  population,  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  country.    The  addition  of  fifty 
thousand  inhabitants  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  increases  the  political  weight  of  the 
whole,  JuKt  in  the  same  rajio  that  a  similar  addi- 
tion to  an  army  would  Increase  its  physical 
strength.  '  If,  as  the  gentleman  has  alleged,  the 
proportions  of  political  power,  in   the  several 
States,  is  an  "inalienable,  essential,  intangible 
right,",  it  must  forever  remain  the  same^  liKe  a 
chartered  privilege,  let  the  weight  of  population 
rest  where  it  may.    Such  a  principle  is  inconsist- 
ent with  the  genicfs  of  a  fr.ee  €k>vernment,tind 
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incompatible  with  the  sovereiga  Mithoritf  of  tke 
people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  all  the  ^reat  questions  whiob 
have  beeo  discussed  in  this  House  for  the  last 
fout  years,  a  war  with  Eaglaml  and  a  separation 
of  the  Eastern  States  from  the  Union  hava  beeo 
constantly  thrown  in  the  way  to  obstruct  the 
measures  of  the  Administration.  Why  these  sub- 
jects have  gone  hand  in  hand,  I  l^ve  gentlemen 
who  are  in  the  secret  to  explain.  It  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten  tliat  on  a  proposition  to -repeal  the 
embargo,  at  a  time  when  ju  effects  were  severely 
felt  both  Jn  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  u^  that  the' 
people  of  New  England  were  prepared  for  insur- 
rection and  revolt,  unless  that  measure  of  resist- 
ai^ce  to  the  aggressing  belligerents  was  relin- 
quished. And  contemporaneouslv  with  these  opin- 
ions, uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  British  Minister,  resident  in  the 
United  Slates,  made  a  confidential,  communica- 
tion to  his  Qoverament,  in  which  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union  was  deemed  a  probable  evept,  should 
the  commercial  embarrassments  of  this  coHntry 
•contiQue.  Ji^rom  whom  that  Minister  received  his 
information,  no  gentleman  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  that  transaction  can  doubt.  He  who  de- 
liberately wields  the  "  mischief-meditating"  haiid 
of  civil  commotion,  will  sieldom  hesitate  as  to  the 
means'  which  he  employs  to  accomplisha  favorr 
ite  pbject.  The  mind,  which  once  resolves. on 
political  parricide^  can  never  be  restored  to  a  sense 
of  moral  virtue  and  integrity.  And  wretched  in- 
^ed  would  be  the  fate  of  this'  country^  were  its 
destinies  committed  to  those  Who  openly  avow 
that .  intention.  The  notorious  conspiracy  of 
Aaron  Buicr  bad  for  its  basis  the  detestable  pro- 
ject of  dismembering  the  Union.  ,  And  what,  sir, 
was  the  fate  of  that  infatuated  individual  ?  Ex- 
ited fVom  his  native  coqntry,  in  which  he-once  held 
a  distingOished  place,  not  only  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Its  Qovernment,  but  also  in  the  affections 
of  the  people }  a  beggar  in  Paris,  and*  a  fit  instru- 
ment to  be  used  by  foreign  Courts,  to  bring  dis- 
tress and  ruin  on  the  country,  from  which  his 
crimes  have  expelled  him.  .And  yet  that  man 
did  nut  dare  ta  go  the  lengths  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  has  been  permitted  to 
^0  within  these  walls^  Did  Aaron  Burr,  in  all 
the  ramifications  of  his  treasonable  projects,  ever 
declare^  to  an  assembly  of  citizens,  that  the  States 
were  free  from  their  moral  obligations  ?  "And 
^  that  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will.be  the 

*  duty  of  some  to  prepare  definitely  for  a  separa- 
'  tion,  peaceabljr  if  they  can,  violently  if  they 

*  must  i"  No,  sir.  Had  such  expressions  been  es- 
tablished, by  the  evidence  on  bis  trial,  I  hazard 
an  opinion,  that  it  would  have  produced  a  very 
different  result.  Perhaps,  sir,  instead  of  exile,  he 
Would  haye  been  consigned  to  a  gibbet.  For  it 
4:annot  be  concealed  that  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  if  accompanied  by 
an  overt  act,  to  carry  the  threat  which  it  contains 
into  execution,  would  amount  to  treason,  accord- 
ing to  its  literal  and  technical  definition  in  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.    The  • 


late  of  Aaron  Burr  ought  to  be  a  salmary  wtro- 
ing  against  treatonable  machinaUons— and  if 
others,  having  the  same  views,  do  not  sbue  t 
similar  fate,  it  wiU  not  -be  because  they  do  oot 
deserve  it.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ma88aek^ 
setts,  unfortonately  for  himself^  has  referred  to 
the  opinions  of  the  present  Minister  in  Russia 
Comparisons  are  indeed  odioas-^but  on  this  oe- 
casion  the  gentleman  has  invited  the  cootfisL 
In  the  memorable  discossioa  on  the  Louisian 
treaty,  Mr.  Adam3  said,  f'  1  coasider  the  object  at 
'  of  the  highest  advantage  to  us;  and  the  gentle- 

*  man  from  iUntucky  llimself,  *  who  has  displajred 
^  with  so  much  eloquence  the  immense  importaoa 

*  toHhis  Union  of  thepossession  of  the  ceded  cmb- 
'  try,  cantiot  carry  hit  ideas  on  that  subject furtlier 
^thanldo."  AnfL on  a  subsequent  oceasioD,wlieB 
called  upon  to  decide  the  delicate  questios  wk«- 
ther  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  StiteB 
should  be  expelled  from  that  bod^  for  treasoQiBd 
misdemeanor,  with  which  he  was  char^  Mr. 
Adanis,  in  his  able  report  to  the  Senate  ea  ttot 
■subject,  uses  the  following  etrong  and  p^pKi" 
ous  iaiigoage :  "  If  the  ingenuity  of  a  demoo  weie 

*  tasked  to  weave  into  one  oompoaitipn  all  tke 
'  great  n^ral  and  political  evils  which  could  k 
'  inflicted  on  the  people  of  these  States,  it  would 
^produce  nothing  more  than  a  texturie  efwtr, 
'  dismemberment,  and  despotism.^  These  aietlM 
sentiments  and  feelings  ot  that  distinguished  citi- 
zen who  is  now  our  Minieter  at  the  Court  of  St. 
Petersburg.  They  breathe  the  spirit  of  an  AnMri* 
cao^  who  ^sherisbes  the  Constitution  under  wkiet 
^  we  are  assembled,  as  the  chief  atay  of  his  hope  its 
^  the  light  Which  is  destiiied  lo  giaddea  knoWt 
*.day  hy  the  prospect  it  sheds  over  his  cbiWwa. 

Let  us,  examine  whether  the  ffentlenao  froa 
Massachueetts  fails  **  not  behind  oim  Jnsoch  mi- 
timents.'*  The  inhabitants  of  the  cotontrf  waict 
our  Minister  in  Russia  declare44o  beof  Miebiit* 
mense  importance  to  this  Union  are  *bo«^J? /v 
admitted  to  a  participation  of  those  rifhuvon^ 
belong  to  every  American  eitizea,  and  the  c*"** 
try  itself  incorporated  into  (he  United  Sistoi. 
Compare,  I  beaeech  you.  sir,  the  ^■'f^'^Jj?, 

Sentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with  that  used  Of 
le  Russian  Minister;  If  this  bill  passes,  W 
the  gentleman.)  it  will  justify  a  revolulioa  u  tj* 
country — the  Unioq  will  be  virtually  dissolreft-- 
civil  war  will  bec^ome  sanctified  as  a  matter  « 
right  in  each  of  the  States,  if  thejr  arenot  pert"^ 
ted  to  separate  peaceably— political  J^^j^JjI 
inculcated  between  the  Elastern  and  W^^ 
States,  byery  circumstance  which  is  «*'^"J^, 
ia  the  remotest  degree  to  excite  discortJ  eod  diY - 
sions,  is  studiously  adverted 4o.  The  inbiWi**" 
of  Louisiana  are  represented  as  wild  ""^^ '!^ 
ered  in  the  wopds,  and  dependent  on  the  *•*•['; 
States  for  clothes  to  cover  their  *»*k^°^2lfl2 
are  called  at  one  time  the  wild  men  of  Mi»^"* 
and  at  another  the  Anglo-Hispano-Galio-Aow^ 
icans,  who  bask  on  the  sand  iii  the  mouth cttJ^w| 
sissippi  5  and}  to  cap  the  cliniax,  we  are  •'•'tj. 
with  the  apprehension,  that  six  n$w  Slates  are 

*  Mr.  Breckenridge. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56ft 


HI8T0B7  OF  CONaRBSa 


&70 


jABroABr,  1811^ 


Ihritory  qf  Orkan». 


H.  OF  R. 


be  formed  Id  the  West,  wbioh  are  to  swallow  up 
the  power  of  the  originel  par taers  lo  the  CoosCi- 
tatioo,  aod  eoolrol  the  natioo.  Are  these  the 
suggestions  of  a  miad  which  '^yielded  to  oone  in 
its  »ttachments  to  the  Conrstitution  ?"  Bir,  they 
are  the  eballitions  of  polttieal  dmakeaDesfli,  de^ 
sigoed  to  produce  iat^mal  '^  tHu,  dismemberm^t, 
and  despotism."  I  do  not  thiak  the  geiitlemao 
frosa  Massaebosetts  hits  atiy  reasoa  to  coagratn* 
'  late  himself  oa  the  reference  which  hen^ade  to 
the  opiaiQDs  of  the  Ruteian  Minister*-  Chi  the  one 
*  han^,  wediseern  nothiog but  fMtuotisra  and  onion, 
'  and  on  the  other, -political  jealousy,  retdotion, 
'  dlsanioi>,  and  the  inseparabie  atsociateo^  these,' 
^  despotism.  Bot,  Mr^  Speaker,  the  people  ef  the 
Bflstecn  States  will  neter  a iye  their  assent  to  a 
dissotntion  of  the  Union.  They  are  boand  to  the 
Western  country  by  the  inseparable  ties  of  nature 
'  and  of  interest.  The  hardy  aad  adrenturous  sons 
^  of  New  Eagland  will,  ia  ashort  time,  eomppse  a 
large  propoitioa^  the  popnlatioa  on  th^  waters 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  I  nndercake  to  assure  the 
geatlenMin  from  Massachnsetts^  that  tKey  wRl 
nerer  jretom  to  ^  break  into  his  house,  or  the 
honsea  of  his  friends,  to  filch  their  childr^'s/ 
clothes  in  order  4o  coyer  their  nakedaess."  lo^ 
that  new  and  fertile  region,  the  habd>of  indastry 
a  rewa«-ded  with  a  rich  return  of  the  comforts  of. 
life,  which  the  liberality  of  its  inhabiUDts  dis*^ 
tribntCQ  with  benevolence  and  hespits;lity«  Bed- 
sides these  natural  bonds,  which  are  every  day 
increasiDff  betweeo  the  Eastern  and  Western  por- 
tions of  the  United  States,  there  is.  a  reciprocal 
adyaatage  in  the  intercQurse  which  is  preserted 
between  them.-  The  Western  country'  is  pecu* 
liarlf  adapted  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and 
the  riyer  Mississippi.is  the  great  highway  through 
which  their  bulky  articles  are  conyeyed  toa  suit- 
able and  profi^ble  market. 

The  Sastern  States  have  long  been  and  will 
long  coDtiane  to  be  the  carriers  of  thefe  surplus 
pffodnctst  to  the  seaport  cities  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  West  Indies  and  to  Europe.  Is  it-notthea 
the  interest  of  those  who  are  engage.d  in  the  car- 
ryiiigtrade  to  ^ire  encouragement  lo  i^icultdref 
There- are  mutual  beoefitrin.this  interchange  of 
labor  which  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  each 
section  of  the  Union.  No  •collisloa  of  interest 
can  eyer  exist  between  the  growers  of  heiDp,'flour, 
cof too,  tobacco,  and  sugar,  and  the  carrier  who 
finds  emi^oyment  in  their  transportation  to  the 
eountites  in  which  ihey  are  consumed.  If  any 
advantage  could  >  be  derived  from  a  sepanttion  of 
these  States  it  would  be  found  to  preponderate 
ia  fayor  of  the  Westell  division.  We  should  at 
once  become  possessed  of  the  public  lands,  which 
are  said  to  be  a  fund  on  which  the  nation  may 
rely  for  revenue  to  an  inealcukible  amount,  fhese' 
lands  have  been  acquired  at  the  national  expense, 
and  it  would  therefore  be  unreasonable  and  unjust 
to  confer  them  wholly  on  the  Western  States. 
But  if  the  deleterious  Consequeiices  which  hatie 
beea  predicted  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas^chu- 
sett^  should  be  realized,  such  will  be  the  inevita- 
ble effect  in  relation  to  the  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  ^ 


Sorely,  thercris  patriotism  enough  eyen  ia  the 
city  of  Boston  to  couiiteract  the  deteriorating 
principles  of  that  gentleman.  Let  us  adhere  to 
the  maxims  of  wisdom,  and  by  a  Union  of  senti- 
ment aad  action  convihce  the  nations  of  Europe 
that  we  are  too  powerful  to  be  coaqi^ered,  and  too 
happy  to  be  seduced  from  the  allegiahcd  we  owe 
to  the  Oovernment  of  our  choice. 

[During  the  course  of  his  speech  Mr.  Pom dex- 
Tin  was  twice  successively  called  to  order  hy 
Mr.  PcARadif  and  Mr.  SuEPreY;  but  both  calls 
to  order  being  withdrawn  before  atiy  decision  on 
them  by  the  Speaker,  they  are  not  here  noticed.'] 

Mr.  Oot,D^Mr.  Speaker,  hitherto,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  interesting  questiotf  before  the 
House,  I  have  remaii>ed  silent.  I  shall  flow,  sir, 
IB  my  turn,  a^  the  indulg^ace  of  the  House  for 
afewmioute^. 

On  the  great^onstitnttona^qtiestioD,  I  wiir  not, 
sir,  follow  the  htMiprable  delegate  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  (Mr.  PdiN dexter,)  ^ivho  has 
just  sat  dowh,  through  all  the  details oif  his  argu- 
m^nt^;  for  he  laid^own,  at  the  r^rf  threshold, 
a  position  wbhsh  never  can  be  sustained,  be  the 
issue  of  this  bill  what  it  mhy.  Under  the  provi- 
sion ia  the  Constitution  deeuiring  treaties  the  su- 
'preme  law-of  the  land,  the  gentkman  confident- 
ly insists,  that  the  treatyHnaking  power  is  free 
from  all  the  restriotions  of  the  Constitution ;  that 
the  Consptotion  sets  up  no  land-marks;  affords 
no  limitation  to  this  power.  Hence,  sir,  the  treaty 
of  parcfaaas  of  Louisiana  hayiB|^  stipulated  for 
the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the  Union, 
no  provision  of  the  Constitution  can  arrest  the 
bill  1)efore' the  House;  it  must  take  effect^  be  the 
consequences  what  they  may.  The  principle, 
sir^  thus  assumed,  would  subviH't  the  very  foun- 
dation of  the  Constitution ;  it  yiolates.first  princi- 
ples, and,  if  iJt  shall  preyail,  will,  like  Pharoah's 
lean  kii^e,  devour  the  whole  fruits  of  the  Consti- 
tution.' Against  this  principle  of  cOnstroetlon,  sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  eater  my  most  solemn  protest. 

I  turn,  sir.  to  the  real  qdestion  rais^  by  the 
worthy  gentleman,  who,  as  chairman  of  the  com** 
mittee,  reported  the  bill. 

•  Does  the  proyision  in  the  Constitution,  that 
^^nibw  States  may  he  admitted  into  the  Union'' 
give  the  powfar  ot  admitting  foreign  territory,  ter- 
ritory 'without  the  liinits  of  the  JUnited  States  at 
the  ad^ptioil  of  the  Constitution  1  Now,  sir,  if 
thos^  terms  of  the  Conetitntion  could  not  be  ftirly 
hud  fully  satisfied  withoui  extending  them  to  for- 
eign territory,  then,  indeed,  would  the  argument 
in  favor  of  the  bill  be  strongs  it  would  be  cxm- 
chisive.  But  if  this  provision  can.  foe  satisfied  by 
its  operation  upon  internal  territory — territory 
th^  actually  within  the  Union,  whicn  must  have 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution—then  doesthe argument  Wholly  fail 
and  all  inference  from  the  above  terms  fail  to  the 
ground.  '  Need  f,  sir,  point  the  House  to  the 
Western  territory  then  within  the.  Union,  a  fit 
and  proper  subject  for  this  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  operate  upon ;  which  must  have  been 
in  actual  contemplation  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Co&Btittttioa ;  out  of  which  one  or  more  States 
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have  actually  beeii  formed  and  adoiUted  into  the 
UDit)n  under  this  very  provision. 

Will  it  be  said,  sir,  that  the  Constitution  a pn 
plies  equally  to  territory  within  and  without  the 
UnioQ ;  that .  there  iA  no  difiereoee  in  the  appli- 
cation ?  If  internal  and  external  territ<Mry  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  consideration ;  if  the  dperation, 
on  being  admitted  into  (hse  Union,  be  the  same  as 
to  the  interests  of  the  old  United  States,  and  the 
great  principles  of  the  Federal  compact;  theHj 
sir,  would  the  construction  contended  for  receive, 
some  support  from  its  being  reasonabU  in  relation 
to  the  subject-matter.  But,  sir,  it  never  Can  be 
pretended,  that  it  isindtfifrent'to  ihe  political  in- 
terests of  the  old  States,  forming  the  ConHinitionj 
to  the  principle  of  association,  whether  this  Em- 
pire should  he  bounded  by  its  eztstioff  limits  or 
oy  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  oceans.  Wlt^ther  it 
should  be  a  Common  wealth,  of  reasonable  limits, 
adapted  to  the  lax  rttie  of  a  popular  Consiitotion^' 
or  a  Government  of  acquisition  ami  conquest, 
whose  ambitiop  knows  no-  limits,  ^d  in  whose 
ezten^on  the  original  States  wpuld  be  loat. 

The  operation  of  acquisition  and  eitensipn  of 
empire  is  the  aame  in  this  as  in  other  States. 
What  was  it  in  Roma?  When. that  Hepublic 
became  sealed  and  in  the  possession  of  great  glory, 
it  was  confined  to  Italy;  ambition  and  the  spirit 
of  conquest'grealtiy  extended  the  Empire,  partic* 
ularly  to  the  Easu  What  fallowed?  The  seat 
of  Government  is  remov.«d  to  Byzantium;  a  di- 
vision  into  the  Eastern  and  Western  filmpire  en- 
sued ;  and  Italy,  the  original  seat  and  nurserv.of 
the  State,  was  lost.  How  many  Statas  will-be 
brought  into  existence'  by  the  principle  of  this 
bill,  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific- ocean, 
cannot  now  be  foreseen  *,  they  may  equal  the 
Sutes  on  the  east  of  tha$  nver.  It  is,  sir,  agaib«t 
a  principle  leading  to  sUeh  consequence^,  that 
each  and  every  of  the  original  States  may  say, 
^  non  in  hacJcBdem  tenV* 

But,  sir,  uside  from  the  Cop^titcKlonal  ques- 
tion, no  sufficient  reason,  is  assigned  for  so  pre- 
cipitately admitting  ihe  Orleans  Territory  into 
the  Union. 

If  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  1805,  is  ob- 
served, if,  Gin  the  inbabitanta  amounting  to  60^)00^ 
and  the  same  found  on  actpal  enomecstion,  the 
Territory  is  admitted  into  the  Union,  public  faith 
is- satisfied  aiid  full  justice  done.  Whv  tb^n,  sir, 
before  a.  return  of  (he  ceAsus,  upon  lOQse  con- 
jectural estimates,  by  i>o'  iheans  justifying  the 
belief  of  the  requidte  number  of  60.000,  is  4 his 
important  measure  |>recipitated  ?  Why  is  the 
appointed  period  auMcipi^ed?  The  only  color  of 
reason  that  has  been  given  is,  that  Congress  cab 
now  impose  terms-^terms  (or  the  security  of  pub- 
lic and  private  property — ^apd  the  bill  secures  to 
the  United  States  the  public  Und  belonging  to 
them ;  exempts  it  from  taxation  by  the  new 
State,  and  provides,  that  the  property  of  non-res- 
idents shall  not  be  taxed  higher  than  that  of  res- 
idents. This  suggestion  is  \infounded  and  falla- 
cious. The  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805,  which 
gives  the  pledge  for  a  State  relied  on,  expressly 
provides  that  the  constitution  to  be  formed  jfor 


that  Territory  shall  not  be  looonmtent  with  the 
Territorial  ordinance  of  the  13th  of  Jol^|1787. 
On  recurring  to  that  ordinatice,  it  will  be  fonnd 
to  contain  every  essential  provision  of  the  bill 
before  the  House,  It  excludes  the  new  State's 
interfering  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil 
by  the  United  States ;  e^mpts  the  public  lands 
from  taxation,  and  forbids  the  taxing  of  non-res- 
idents higher  than-  residents.  Thas,  str^  the  only 
reason  assigned  for  anticipatiDg  the  period  stipu- 
lated by  the  act  of  1805  falls  to  the  ground.  Bj 
adhering  to  the  provisions  -of  that  act,  and  the 
ordinance,  in  requiring  aa  actoai  return  of  the 
number  of  sixty,  thousand,  you  preserve  to  year- 
self  a  principle  on  w^ich  you  may  resist  fotsre 
applicatipns  for  States,  which  will  be  urged  m 
rapid  succession  upon  yott.  Tou  haye'alre^dy 
on  your  table  the  meinorial  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  for  a  State,  anxious  to  mish  into  the 
Union  hefore  a  retura  of  the  census. .  Upper 
Louisiana  will  succeed,  and  Indiana,  Itlinois^aod 
Michigan, follow  in  rapidiuccessioa.  New  Stites 
will  emerge  to  the  astonished  eye  in  the  westen 
horizon,  liae  the  figures  in  a  nMigic  lantern. 
,  Are  there  not,  sir,  cogent  reasons  a|[aiasta 
precipitate  admission  of  this  Territory  thto  the 
Unicrn?  Can  it  .escape  gentlemen,  that  the  if 
habitants  were  born,  udder  a  different  gofera- 
tnent,  different  constitution  and  laws;  they  are 
almost  strangers  to. the  tongue  in  which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Government  are  to  be  recorded ; 
With  our  Ctfkistitution,  laws,  and  prtotipJes  of 
jurisprudence,  they  have  little  more  teqoaint- 
ance  than  other  nations.  The  reasons  agtii^ 
anticipating  the  regular  period  for  thejr  adait- 
sioh  into  the  Union  thicken  opoa  the  mindis 
revolving  the  subject. 

It  only  remains,  sir.  for  me  to  express  mj  oeep 
regret  at  the  animadversions  and  reficctioasso 
liberally  bestowed  by  the  honorable  deitfite 
(Mr.  Poiktoextbr)  upon  the  firentlemta  fnwft 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  €luiNCT,)  who  preceded  hxm 
in  the  debate. 

In  the  Parljamem  of  Great  Briuin  (a  cO0BtrT 
so  often  stiffmatized  on  this  ioor)  will  be  maa 
examples  of  fre^e  debate,  fully  equal  in  ardtfcf, 
vebemeinoe^,  and  invective,  to  all  that  fell  frso 
the  eloquent  member  from  Massachusetts. 

We  have  there  witnessed  the  old  Earl  Cbtt- 
h%m,  at  a  crisis  all-important  to  the  British  £0* 
pire,  (the  commencement  of  the  great  ^^^ 
for  American  rights,)  sounding  the  alarm  «t^ 
measures  of  administration ;  pronoimcing  tw^ 
on  America  founded  in  wron^  and  injasiic«r  ■* 
arraigning  the  known  favorite  measures  of  «• 
King  rn  a  strain  of  angry jind  terrible  "''J^^.^ 
that  can  scarce  find  its  parallel  in  the  Bsgh« 
language.  Shall  this  House,  in  all  thefallney^ 
freedom  secured  by  the  Constitution,  be  a''*'J.  ^ 
follow  such  examples?  It  is  here,  sir,  oo  wis 
floor,  that  free  debate  is  constcrated-^herc  drtier^ 
edt  opinions  are  to  mingle  in  conflict.  To 'r 
press  this  freedom  would  touch  the  rital  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution.  .  .l. 
While  the  free  and  ardent  observations  of  iw 
gentleman  from  Massaohusetts  were  poiflW"  '^ 
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the  coAseqo^Dces  of  the  bill,  if  passed  iata  a  law, 
I  was  sorry  to  ebserve  id  the^  honorable  delegate 
a  course  so  widely  different — a  studied  adherence 
to  ob$erratioiis  of  a  personal  nature  which  could 
throw  no  light  on  the  sulijecl  before  us^  and  bat 
ill  become  the  dignity  of  the  Hojuse. 

Mr.  Bibb  sai^  if  he  were  so  disposed  he  should 
be  p^fectly  nnabte  to  follow  gentlemen  in  their 
remaiks,  ha7iDg  been  continually  engaged,  since 
the  adjournment  yesterday,  in  the  duties  assigned 
him  by  the  House,  d  should  not  now  haverisen, 
said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  gentleman  fi:om  Mississippi 
Territory  had  taken  the  ground  on  wl^ich  I  mean 
to  justify  ipy]  rote.  In  mf  opinion,  sir^  the  treaty- 
niaii:ing  power  has  very  Uttle  to  do^ith  (h«  suih^ 
ject.  We  derive  our  p^w.er  from  the,thir4  se©? 
tioo  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Coitstitutioi^  >  and 
hefoce  I  read  it  I  be^  leave  to  state  a  general, rule 
€^  eonstmctioQ,  whieb,in  my  apprehension  8b4>aid 
be  anlTersally  adopted,  and  which  I  apply  to  this 
section,  viz :  whenerer  a  general  power  is'granted, 
apd  certain  Hmitatioiis  are  expressed,  the  e^pre^- 
sjoo  of  those  iexcludes.all  ofber  )ii]9LijtaUon  or  deri- 
▼atjan  by  implicauoa*  "Nfw  Stipes  may  be  ad- 
Bpitted  ipto  the  Union."  Here  is  a  general  power 
granted,  and^  In  my  humble  apprehension,  if  there 
were  do  limitatioh,  ^t  would  give  ample  aut^rt 
ity  to  admit  States  into  the  Union  from  territo^ 
ries  Boi  belonging  to  the  United  Slates  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constituttoa,  3tit,. 
in  addition  to  the  Words  I  have  quoted^  are  the 
foUowiDg:  "But, no  new  State  shall  be  formed 
'  or  erected  within  the  }urisdiecion  of  any  other 
*■  State  ;  nor  any  State  be  formed,  by  the^  junc* 
'  tioa  of  two  or  more  States,  or  par  Is  of  Statesy 
'  without  the  consent  of  the  Le^slatures  of  th%t 
'  Statef  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Congress*" 
Here  is  a  general  power. with  tWo  limitations. 
NoW|  aeeording  ta  my  tnje,  the  expression  of 
these  two  exquidc^  all  idea  of  any  other,  and  I 
thence  fairlv  infer  the  authority  oi  Cohgress  to 
pass  the  bill  before  you.  I  presume  gentlemeq 
will  opt  deny  the  eorrectaeas  of  the  rule*  If  it 
isoot  to  be  applied  in  this  particular  ekse,  some 
gentleman  who  thinks  so  wiflshow  whyitshould 
not.  .  V, 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  said  Mr.  B^  tbat  I 
was  among  the  number  yesterday  who  voted 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  a  point  of 
order.  I  conceived  that  the  gentlemarn  from 
Massachusetts  or  any  other  member  had  a  right, 
pending  a  measure,  to  express  bis  views  of  the 
eonsequences  to  result  from  it ;  but  whether  the 
gentleman's  conclusions  were  correct  is  a  dis- 
tinct question,  on  which  I  will  offer  no  argument, 
But  I  will  close  the  few  remarks  I'  have  to  offer 
to  the  House  by  reading  part  of  an  address  to 
the  people  of  thb  nation  by  the  first  character  it 
has  given  birth  to. 

Mr.  B.  then  read,  as  a  part  of  his  speech,  the 
following  extract  from  Wabbinoton's  Farewell 
Address: 

''The  nnity  of  GovemAient  which  constitutes  yon 
one  people,  is  also  now  dear  to  you.  It  is  justly  so; 
C>r  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  yool  real  inde- 
I  i  the  support  of  your  tranquilfity  at  homsj 


your  peacs  abrodd ;  of  your  safety,  of  yonr  prosperity, 
of  that  very  liberty  which  you  so  highly  prize.  Bat  as 
k  is  easy  to  foresee  that,  £rom  dif&rent  pauses  ^nd  from 
different. quarters,  much  pai^s  will  be  taken,  many 
artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in'yoar  minds  the  con- 
viction of  this  truth ;  as^  this  is  the  point  in  your  polit- 
ical fortress  against  which  the  batteries  of  internal  and 
external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actiTely 
(though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed,  it  is 
of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  property  estimate 
the  immense  value  of  national  Union  to  jour  collect- 
ive and  iadTvidual  happiness ;  that  you  shodld  cheridi 
a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovably  attachment  to  it ; 
accustoming  yourselves  to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  the 
palladium  of  yonr  {political  safety  and  prosperity; 
wotchhig  ht  its  preservattOQ  with  jealous  anxidlj; 
dtscount^naBcing  whatever  may  suggest  evjen  a  suspi- 
cion tiiat  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandooed,  and  in- 
dignantly firowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  put  country  from 
ih^  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ^s  which  now  link 
together  the  various  parts." 

Mr.  Wriqht. — Sir,  this  bill  is  not,  in  my 
judgment,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
hi^ve  I  a  fear  that  it  is  fraught  with,  those  direful 
eoQse^ueiioes  with  which  the  gentletuan  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  i^uiNov)  threatens  us.  It 
will  neither  Justify  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
nor  lead  any  citizen  attached  to  it,  even  amica- 
bly) much  less  forcibly,  to  the  contemplation  of 
it,  notwithstanding,  the  predfctions  of  that  gen- 
tleman.' That  we  are  aathorlzed  to  erect  new 
States,  I  will  prove  both  by  theory  and  practice, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  will  first  invite  youratten-- 
tion  to  the  articles  of  Confederation.  By  one 
section  it  is  expressly  declared  that  Canada  may 
be  pernaitted  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  Con- 
federatioa  oa  the  satne  terms  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union.  The  thirteen  States  under 
this  Confederation  conducted  themselves  safely 
through  the  war;  hut  finding,  in  1787,  that  their 
requisitions  h^td  not  been  duly  respected^  aad 
that  New  York  had  rejected  some  netessarv 
commtircial  regi^lations,  whereby  their  fiscal  af- 
fairs were  deranged,  CoAg^as,  ny  a  resoliition*, 
resolved  that  a  convention  of  Stages  should  be 
hield  {q€  the  express  purpose  of  amending  the 
artioleaof  Confedenttioo.  Under  this  resolution 
the  Coavention  met,  and  proceeded  to  form  the 
present  Constitution^  Thus  it  will  appear  that 
they  were  to  form  the  new  Codstitution  not  ex 
pari  materia^  hut  out  of  the  very  materials  of 
the  Confederftion. 

As  a  conclusive  evidence,  you  will  find  a  num- 
ber of  the  articles  in  each  instrument  literally  or 
substantially  the  same,  and  therebv  be  justified, 
in  giving  a  construction  of  the  leti^  of  the  Con- 
stitution, so  as  to  respect  the  spirit  of  the  Confed- 
eration. By  the  third  section.of  4th  article  of 
the  Constitution,  "New  States  may  be  admitted 
by  Congress  into  the  Union;'!  and-  by  the  n^xt 
member  of  the  same  section,  \^  the  Co v(gresa shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needAil 
rules  and  reguUtioas  respecting  ihe  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States"— 
hence  lean  have  ao  doubt  that  Congress  have 
\\^  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union, 
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tlmt  power  b^iog  expressly  ipiTeB.  It  is  howerer 
contended,  that  that  power  is  limited  to  the  ad*' 
iDissTon  only  of  those  States  that  mar  be  estab** 
lished  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as 
demarcated  by  tbe  Treaty  of  Peace.    And  the 

f preamble  to  the  Constitution  n  relied  on  to^tab- 
ish  that  doctrine.  "We,  the  pitople  offbe  United 
States,  dbc.  do  establish  this  Constitution  fpr  the 
United  States  of  America  "  If  this  preainble  is 
so  imperiods  as  to  limit  the  positive  prorisions  of 
the  Constitution,  it  will  certainly  limit  itself  to 
the  Stales  that  formed  the  Const iiiuton-^tiie  ne- 
gative of  which  ha»  been  .datermiDed.  To  prove 
which,  here  let  me.  eaU  your  altention  ta  the 
/lict,  that  Vermont  was  not  a  member  of  the  Cod- 
federatioil,  nor  was- she  a  member  of  tbe  Oonveo* 
tion  that  f6f med  the  ConsHtntion)  she  th^efore 
was  not  one  of  the  United  States^ was  fore^n 
as  to  theQii^  anti  as  distinctly  jtoverned  as^any 
other  foreign  Poweir:  she  in  1791  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  (he  laws  of  the  United  Stated 
extended  to  ber.  She  was  hot  one  of  the*  old 
Smtesj  and  was  correctly  admitted  nnd^rthe 
power  icr  admit  tew  States.  Vermont  wa*  so 
repulsive  to  a  confederacy  with  the  United  Stat^; 
as  not  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Articles  ofOonfed* 
eration.  Can  it  be  for  a  moment  doubted  thfat 
Canada,  expressly  mentioned,  might  be  now  re- 
ceived as  a  n^w  State^  by  becoming  independent, 
or  by  purchase,  when  Vermont  has  been  admit- 
ted, who  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Confederation  ? 
Can  there  be  an  opinion  that  the  framers'of  the 
Constitution  intended  Canada  should  be  excluded 
from  the  benefit^  of  the  Constitution, -when  before 
invited  into  it  ?  When,  by  the  express  letter  of 
the  instmment,  ''new  States  may  be  admitted,'^ 
and  iWieu'  Vermont,.not  mentioned  in  the  Confed- 
eratiot),  haB  been. admitted?  Such  a  codclasion 
can  never  be  the  rational  result  of  such  premises. 
Bat  it  is  objected,  tbat^a^  this  Territory  was  obr 
tailed  by  treaty,' and  aAer  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution)  it  cannot  be  admitted  into  thfe  Union 
9A  a  State. 

I  hare  shown  that  liew.  States  may  bis  admit- 
ted)  that  Vermont  hatf  been  admKted,'and  that 
Calnada  was  expressly  entitled  tmder  the  Confed* 
eration,  and  J[>y  the  terms  of  the  Constitution 
may  be  admitted  as  a  new  State.  ''Congress 
may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  with  resp^t  to 
the  territory-  or  other  property  of  the  United 
States."  This  is  certainly  a  territory,  the  pso- 
pertv  of  the  United  States,  and  Congress  as  cd*- 
tainfy.may,  if  needftil,  that  is,  Expedient,  admit  it 
into  the  Union.  We  are  told,  I  presume  to  re- 
tard this  measure,  that  th^  limits  are  in  dispute, 
and  that,  if  madea  State,  they  cannot  afterwards 
be  settled  by  the.Uiiited  States.  That  this  is 
not  the  case,  I  will  prove  by  theory  and  by  prac- 
tice. By  the  treaty-making  power  vested  in  the 
President  and  the  Senatej  they  may  treat  on  all 
subjects  within  the  treaty-making  power^  with 
foreign  nations,  and  where  the  limits  Of  any  for- 
eign Power  adjoining  the  territory  of  the  United 
/  Stat^  are  no^  ascertained  to  their  mutual  satis- 
faction, they  certainly  tnny  settlie  them  by  a  treaty 


of  limits.    This  is  the  jpraotiee  and  iisage  of  all 
nations,  and  the  UnitedStates  by  a  treaty  of  limits 
with  Great  Britain,  did  settle  the  beginaingof 
their  northeastcfrn  limits,  at  the  river  St.  Croix, 
whfereby  they  gaVe  up  seven  miles  to  Gieat  Brit- 
ain, which  was  tafben  from,  a  State — hencelpre- 
sume  no  diflicalty  can  arise  on  the  subject*    Here 
let  me  remark  that  as  the  United  States  establisii 
the  territory  into  a  State  with  aU  the  tight  they 
have  and  no  moi^e,  if  it  khall  be  found -^hat  the 
property  belonged  to  a  foreign  Power,  the  grant 
of  the  Uiiitad  States  of  that  to  which  they  were 
not  entitled  could  vest  no  title  in  the  State,  the 
grantee ;  nor  can  they  complaiii,  as  that*  is  the 
true  coasiraotion  of  the  grant;    Sir,  a  strai^ 
reverse  has  attended  the  acquisition  of 'LouisiaM. 
At  -first-  New  OrleanSi  was  so  imporuat  to  the 
United  States-that  they  ^otlld  not  do  #itboot  it 
andih^  navi^sitioir  of  the  Afis^tssippi  dejpeB^e 
upon  Its  acooisition.    A  certain  SenatorofPeao- 
sylvania '(Mr.  J.  Ross)  in  the  Senate  was  so  d^ 
vot^d  to  its  acquisition,  p^rjf'btf'att^-perrie/iafttNt 
hevolunt^ed  nisjer vices  to  take  it  oy force,  witk 
a  view,  I  presume,  of  involving  the  United  States 
In  awar^asa  diversion  in  favor  of  GlreatBrttaio; 
hut  that  body  repelled  every  ide«  of  force,  aiid 
from  fnforihatipn  thatitmigot-be  purchased, aa* 
thorixird  their  Minister  to  purchase  it ;  wbiebwas 
efi^ted  at  less  expense  than  it  would  have  cost 
to  have  taken  it-,  whereby  the  peace  and  Hood  of 
the  nation  were,  preserved.    Then  it  ail  at  owe 
become  of  little  value;  the  tttle  was  dispated. 
and  the  extent  of  the  lijdits  by  which  we  were 
informed  it  was  sold,  were  disputed  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Ameri^n  people.    And  nov, 
after  the  tteaty  has  been  ratified,  and  by  Iftwcoa- 
firm^,  and  the  parchase  money  paidj  oor  jiitl^H 
still  ^lai^red,  and  the  extension  of  our  iiiiiit'}^'^ 
this  floor,  disputed.    However^  I  hope  aad  tra^ 
thisbtit  will  pass,  an dj  agreeably  to  the  ^^^^^^.. 
spirit  of  the  treaty,  this  people  will  be  leceiteo 
into  the  bosom  of  ^he- American  iantriy.   Tbeit 
(delky  has  been  already  tested  by  a  devotioo  to 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  when  a  portion  of  the 
Ainerican  pei»ple  were^  by  treason,  eadeavOfi«^ 
to  dissever  th^m  from  the  Union. 

Mr.  Key  spoke  half  an  hour  against  the  hfll, 
and  Mr.  Magon  a  few  mi  mites  iii  reply  to  hiin. 

The  question  Was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
for  indenoite  postponement,  and  lost,  as  follows: 

TKAs^DanielBlaisdeUtJohn  0.  Chaffib«rliin,^i^ 
ham  Chamberliii»  Martm  Chittenden,  WilCsoiJ^' 
James  Emott,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  B.  0<*>» 
William  Bale,  Daniel  Heiater,  Richard  Jackson,  jon*' 
Robert.  Jenkins,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Joseph  Leww,;?"^ 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  ArchibaldMcBi^de,  Wj««J 
Milnor,Jofle^  PearsO^,  Timothy  Pitkm,  jr.,  Blwhtft' 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  ^^' 
Samuel  Taggart,Nichola8  Van  Dyke,  KilliaB  K.  v« 
Renssdaer,  Laban  Wheaton^  and  James  Wilson-^ 


Nats— -Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  J^ 


,Wi^ 


liahi  Anderson,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Wflfia« 
T.  Bany,  Burwell  BaSSett,  WilKtm  W-  Bibb,  Adt« 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Barwell,  Wttlii» 
Batler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  €Uy,^«oj^ 
ran,  Wilhkm  Crawferd,  Richard  Onlts,  John  Vis"^* 
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Joseph  DMha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wilfiam  Findley,  Jon- 
athan Fiak,  Meahack  Franklin,  BanUIai  Gannett,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  lUchard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKin- 
ley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  8amnel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gordon  6.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,Thos. 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rm  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samoel  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
Efnstas  Root,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Bammons,  I^em- 
oel  SAwyer,  John  A.  Scndder,  EbeoeMr  Seaver,  Adam 
Setybert,  Samqel  0haw,  John  Sraili^,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Biehard  Stanlord,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tim^y,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  jr.,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richasd  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright— 78. 

The  vamin  question  was  then  taken  that  the 
said  bill  do  pass,  and  resol?ed  in  thelffirmatire— « 
yeas  77,  nays  36,  as  follows : 

Yx^a— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WUHs  Alston,  jun^  Wm. 
Andereon,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  Wm.  T.  Barrr, 
Bmrwdl  BasMtt*  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob- 
M  Broirn,  Wm.,A.  BurweU,  Wiliiam  Butler,  Joe^ 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William 
Cr^viord,  Richard  Cults,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  Williaai  Findley^  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Mesh'ack  Franklin,'  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Devid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petersen 
Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Honand,Jacob  Haf- 
ty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,' Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Wm.  McKinley,  P.  M.  Miller,  Sam- 
uel L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore^  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
find,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Niohol- 
son,  Jelni  Porter,  Peter  B.  Forter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,.  Ei^mstus  Root,  Eben- 
easr  Sege,  Thomas  Sammoas,  Lemuel  Sawyer^  John 
A.  Scuddei^  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  .Seyberl,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Siaelt,  John  Smilie,'  George  Smith,  John 
Sovtii,  Richard  SUnibni,  Uri  Trac^, George  M.Troup, 
Charles  Turner^  jr./Robert  Weakley^  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winn»  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

If  ATS — Ahijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  John  C. 
Chamberbin,  Wm* ,  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittendbn, 
John  Dftvenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott^ 
Charles  Goldsboroagh,Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hun- 
tington, Richard  Jackson,  jt.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Lo  Roy  Livingston, 
Ardubald  McBiyd^  WiUiam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaeley,  Joseph  Pear8en,.Tiniothy  Pitkin,  jr.  Eiisha  R. 
Palter,  Joaiah  putney,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
gaSflaoob  Swoops,  Samuel  Taggeirt,  Benjamm  Tall- 
aa^ge,  NIcholaa  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Mliin  K.  Van  Reaasolaer.Laban  Wheaton,  and  Janea 
Wihan.  • 

The  following  is  the  bill  as  llQatlj  passed : 
A  Bm  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
Jaaoa  lo  iirm  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
mad  in  the  admission  of  such  Stale  into  the  Union, 
llthCoN.  SdSsss.— 19 


ODL  an  equal  footing  widi  the  original  8.tates;  and  tai 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howie  of  Ram- 
9entaHvea  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gr'ese  amembled^  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory 
of  Orieans  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  to  form 
for  themselves  a  constitution  and  Sute  government* 
and  assume  such  name  as  it  may  deem  proper,  witli 
the  provisions,  and  upon  thj»  conditions  hereinailea 
mentioned. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  said  State 
shall  be  composed  of  all  thai  part  of  the  territory  ot 
country  ceded  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  by  th^ 
treaty  made  at  Paris  on  the  thirtiethday  of  April,  one 
thousAid  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the  United 
Statee  and  France,  now  contained  within  the  limits  of 
th^  Territory  of  Orleans,  except  that  part  lying  east  of 
the  river  Iberville  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  alopg  tho 
middle  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain  to  the 
ocean* 

Sic.  3.  Ahd  be  it  fitrther  enaeUdy  That  all  fitw 
male  citizens  of  the  United 'States,  who  shall  have  ai» 
rived  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  wttb- 
in  the  said  Territory  at  least  one  year  previous  to  the 
day  of  election^  and  shall  have  paid  a  territorial,  county, 
district,  or  parish  tax ;  and  all  persons  having  in  othea 
reapecta  the  legal  salifications  to  vote  for  representa^ 
tivea  in  the  General  Assembly,  or  the  Territory  thereol^ 
be,  .'and  they  are  haieby  authoi;i^  to  choose  repre* 
sentetives  to  for'm.a  convention,  who  shaU  be  af^xir-i 
tioned  amongst  the  several  counties,  diitricto,  and 
p^iihes,  witUn  the  said  Territory  of  Ojrleans,  in  sucb 
manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory  shall 
by  law  disectl  The  number  of  representatives^  shall 
not  exceed  sixty ;  and  the  elections  for  the  representa- 
tives aforesaid  shall  take  place  on  the  third  Monday  of 
September  next,  and  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  said 
Territoi^^for  electing  memben  for  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  convention,  'when  duly  elected,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authoriaed  to  meet  at  the  ci^  of  New 
Orleans,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next,  which 
conventioD,  when  met,  shall  first  determine,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  elected,  vi^ether  it  be  ex* 
pedient  or  not,  at  that  time,  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  for  the  people  within  the  said  Teni* 
tory,  and  if  it  be  determined  to  be  expedient,  then  the 
convention  shall  in  like  manner  declare,  in  behalf  ot 
the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  that  it  adopta  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  whereupon  the  said 
convention  shall  be^  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  form 
a  couftitution  and  State  government,  for  the  people  of 
the  sa|d  Territoiy:  Promded,  The  constitution  to  be 
formed)  in  virtue  of  the  authority  herein  given,  shall 
be  repuhliean,  and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
Ike  United  States;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fhnda- 
mantal  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  that  it 
shall. secure  to  the  citizen  the  trial  by  jury  in  al) 
criminal  caaes,  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  and  that  after  the  admissioa 
of  the  said  Territoiy  of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the 
Union,  the  laws  which  such  State  may  pass,  shall  be 
promulgated,  and  ita  records  of  every  description  ^hall 
be  preserved,  and  ita  judicial  and  legislative  written 
proceedings  conducted^  in  the  language  in  which  th^ 
laws  and  the  judicial  and  legialative  written  proceed* 
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ings  of  the  United  States  are  now  pubHehed  and  con- 
dttctad:  And  provided  alto,  That  the  said  eonveotion 
■hall  proTide  ^  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  that  the  people  iahabit- 
iBf  the  said  Territory  do  agree  and  declare,  that  thej 
ibrorer  disclaim  all  right  or 'title  to  the  waste  or  on- 
tppropriated  lands,  lying  within  the  said  Territory; 
and  that  the  same  sh^l  be  and  remain  at  the  sole  and 
•atire  disposition  of  the.  United  States;  and,  more- 
•ler,  that  each  and  every  tract  of  land, '  sold  by  Con- 
gress, shall  be  and  remain  -  exempt  from  any^tax,  laid 
by  the  order  or  under  the  aothority  of  the  State,  whe- 
ther tot  State,  county,,  towmhtp,  pariah,  or  any  otl^K 
imrpose  whatever,  for  the'  term  of  five  yean,  from  and 
^•fter  the  rcspectire  days  of  the  sales  thereof;  and  that 
fbe  lands  belonging  to  persons  resiifing  without  the 
•aid  State,  shall  never  be  taxed  Higher  than  the  lands 
MoDging  to  persons  reading  thmin;  and  that  no 
taxes  shall  be  imposed  cm  lands  the  property  of  the 
United  States.  And  that  the  river  Mississippft  and  tbe 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  leading' into*  the  sam^,  or 
into  the  Gulf  bf  Mexico,  shall  be  ^mmon  highways 
and  for  ever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  me  SMd 
atata  as  to  other  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  withant 
any  tax,  impost,  or  dn^  therefor. 

8ae.  6.  And  he  U  further  enaeted^  That  in  case  the 
^fnTedtibn  shall  declare  its  assent,  in  behalf  of  the 
Heople  of  the  said  Tenitory,  to  the  adoptiooof  the 
•CSanstitution  of  the  United  States,  uid  shall  form  a 
canatitution  and  State  government  for  the  people  of 
tiia  said  Territory  of  Orl^ns,  the  said  convention,  aa 
■aoan  thereafter  as  may  be,  is  hereby,  required  to  canw 
tn  be  transmitted  to  Congress  the  instrument  1^  which 
iU  assent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statsa  is 
thus  given  and  declared,  and  also  a  true  and- attested 
copy  oi  such  constitution  or  frume  of  State  govem- 
nMnt,  as  shall  be  formed  and  provided  by  said  convene 
tion,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disapproved  by  Con* 
fiaas,  the  said  Sute  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
\  the  same  fobting  with  the  original  States. 


WBDiiE8DAY,.JaQuary  16. 

The  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Lewis  Grant, 
to  that  of  Lewis  Grant  Davidson,  was  read  twice, 
tod  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr,  MiTCHiLL  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States' Babk;  which 
was  read,,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  said 
charter. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  certain 
toads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by 
the  treaty  of  Brownstown  in  the  Territory  of 
Michf^n,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  concerning  the 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

JResolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasprjr 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  and 


of  the  several  branches ;  and  a  statement  of  the 
stock  held  by  foreigners,  and  in  what  countries, 
and  of  the  stock  held  by  citizens,  and  in  what 
States  dnd  Territories^  and,  also,  the  amount  of 
specie,  according  to  the  last  returns,  in  the  vaults 
of  the  bank,  distinguishing  (he  part  which  belongs 
to  the  bank,  the  portion  l^ooging  to  individuals, 
and  to  the  Uniied  States. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Anact 
to  incorporate  tbe  Bank  of  Wasbington^^  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  net 
to  incorporate  tJie  Bank  of  Potomac,^  waa  r^ 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioiied. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
^hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bbenerer  Rollins;^  in  which 
bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from -the  Seoaie  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ma|or  General  An^bony 
Wayne.  [The  bill  authorizes  a  resettlement  oif 
accounts  of  said  deceased,  anpposed  to  have  Wen 
too  hastily  edjosted.]  Mr.  Milnok  stated  the 
object  of  the  bill  with  great  precision,  miavtelf 
detailing  many  sums  of  money  due  Geoeiu 
Wayne  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  with  wkich 
his  heirs  had  not  been  credited  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts.  Mr.  Wbiobt  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
without  opposition. 

BANK  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  cf 
the  Bank  of  the  Upited  States. 

Mr.  BuawELL  moved  to  strike  oat  the  first 
section. 

1  have  made  this  motion,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  be* 
cause  it  allows  the  greatest  latkode  of  discos- 
sion  upou  the  important  points  which  are  prelim- 
inary to  the  examination  of  the> details.  It  trfea 
the  prtnctY»Ie  of  the  bill,  and  may*  save  mneh 
tedious  and  useless  labor.  Should  a  majority  de- 
cide in  faror  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  an  honest  man,  I  will  aid  in  forming  a  system 
best  adapted  to  the  state  of  the  coantr)f',  ami  mast 
subservient  to  the  purposes  of  such  an  institution. 
The  eentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Mosv* 
let)  has  done  justice  to  my  conduct,  and  the  fair- 
ness with  which  the  subject  has  been  treated.  1 
have  been  anxious  to  present  the  question  fairlyj 
not  from  any  doubt  er  indecision  as  to  the  course 
I  should  pursue,  but  from  its  maffuituda  and  the 
sensibility  it  has  excited*  It  will  be  recollected  by 
the  Committee,  when  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania presented  the  memorial  upon  which  tke 
Secretitry  of  the  Treasury  founded  his  report,  on 
tbfllt,  as  on  all  subsequent  occasions,  my  oppe- 
sition  was  manifested  f  and  I  will  add  that  tbe 
particular  attention  whicb  my  duty  has  com- 
pelled me  to  bestow  on  the  bank,  has  confirmed 
more  stronglj  former  impresssions. 
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The  remarks  I  shall  n^ake  areiDtended  to  show 
that  Congress  possesses  no  power  to  incorporate 
a  bank ;  to  show  its  effect  on  the  Government, 
find  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  the  exercise 
of  the  power,  eren  if  possessed,  is  inexpedient. 
While,  sir,  I  feel  the  most  ardent  desire  to  con- 
stilt  the  convenience  of  the  Government  and  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  community  in  general. 
I  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  Hmifs  within  which  I 
am  restrained  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  considerations  of  sound  policy.  It  is 
my  most  deliberate  conviction  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  country  gives  no  authority  to  Con- 
fress  to  incorporate  a  b^nk  and  endow  the  stocks 
olders  with  chartered  immunities;  and  even  if 
its  dissolution  should  produce  ruin  to  the  mer- 
chants, and,  what  is  of  equal  importance,  embarr 
rassment  to  the  Government,  they  would  not  be 
paramount  to  the  sacred  obligation  of  supporting 
the  Constitution;  though  I  Am  persuaded  the 
dreadful  evils  which  .have  been  predicted  from 
the  annihilation  of  the  hank  wiU  soon  vanish, 
and  that  no  material  shock  will  he  produced  by 
that  cause.  The  construction  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  received  by  the  various  persons  who 
have  at  different  times  administered  it^  has  been 
rigid  or  liberal  according  to  the  confidence  in  the 
General  or  State  governments.  The  unqualified 
extent  given  to  its  general  powers,  and  the  inclu- 
sion orincidenul  poiyers,  as  flowing  from  and 
belonj^iDg  io  particular  enumerated  grants,  have 
constituted  the  .essential  points  oi  difiereaca 
amon£[  those  who  have  divided  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution.  This  has  been  the  case' 
not  only  in  the  exercise  of  authority  where  the 
right  was  questionable,  but  in  casies  where  the 
right  was  undeniable,  tending  by  its  operation  to 
increase  the  lyeight  of  the  Greneral  Government* 
In  fiving  to  the  Constitution  that  construction 
which  sound  policy  requires,  and  a  just  regard  to 
the  harmonv  of  the  States  and  the  perpetuation 
of  their  Union  dictates,  I  cannot  find  any  part  of 
it  authorizing  the  exercise  of  a  power  which, 
from  its  natiirCt  Is  obnoxious,  its  tendency  alarm- 
ingf  and  its  influence  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
manage  its  concerns  irresbtible.  The  pow:er  to 
establish  a  bank  cannot  be  deduced  from  the  gen- 
eral phrases  ^  to  provide  fgr  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  because  they  merely  an.- 
Dounce  the  object  for  which  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  instituted.  The  only  means  by  which 
(his  object  is  tol)e  attained  are  specifically  enu- 
merated in  the  Constitution,  and  if  they  are  not 
tmple,  it  is  a  defect  which  Congr^  are  aot 
competent  to  supply.  I  think  this  inference  the 
stronger,  inasmucn  as  those  means  were  granted 
to  us  by  those  who  had  acted  under  the  Confed- 
eration and  experienced  its  defects,  and  knew 
precisely  to  what  extent  power  was  requisite  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare.  In  relation  to  thb  particular  subject, 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  itself  furnish 
the  plabest  evidence,  by  rejecting  the  proposition 
to  vest  in  Congress  the  right  to  grant  incorpora- 
tions. I  readily  admit  the  motive  of  deliberative 
bodies  caono.t  always  be  kpown.    Various  coil- 


sideratioos  might  have  operated.  They  might 
have  supposed  the  power  already  vested,  fiut,  it 
is  iocumoent  on  those  who  can  place  faith  in  an 
interpretation  so  repugnant  to  the  cautious  and 
guaraed  phraseology  of  the  instrument  to  dem- 
onstrate it.  If  the  right  to  incorporate  exists,  it 
is  a  general  grant  of  power,  equally  applicable  to 
all  the  objects  of  incorporation,  and  cannot  be 
assumed  as  a  means  to  carry  into  effect  any  par- 
ticular grant  of  authority.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
much  more  natural  fo  suppose  a  power  to  create 
monopolies  had  been  surrendered,  to  quiet  the 
fears  of  those  who  saw  in  the  Constitution  the 
germ  which  would  sooner  or  later  palsy  the  vitals 
of  the  State  autborilv.  If  the  general  phrases 
are  not  explained  in  the  manner  just  mentioned^ 
and  powers  so  extensive  and  important  are  de- 
rived from  them,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  con- 
sider ^he  jurisdiction  of  Congress  restricted ;  they 
would  confer  equal  authority  to  establish  inonop- 
oliesin  all  the  various  brancnes  of  individual  iur 
dustry  and  commercial  enterprise.  Sir,  I. will 
conclude  this  part  of  the  subject  by  reminding 
you  h6w  essential  It  is,  when  we  are  giving  an 
interpretation  to  the  Constitution^  to  which  the 
States  are  parties,  to  assume  only  what  clearhr 
belongs  to  Os.  Moderation  will  inspire  confi- 
dence, selfishness  will  excite  disgust  and  sus- 
picion. 

The'  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  bear  any 
analogy  to  this  subject,  are 

Ist.  Congress  sjiall  have  poWer  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  Ac. 

2d.  To  borrow  money  oh  the  credit  of  the 
United  States. 

'  3d*  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  Indian  . 
tribes.    And 

'  4th.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessarr 
and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  powers,  and  alt 
other  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 
Gederal  Government,  into  effect. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that,  if  the  establishment 
of  a  bank  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the.power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and^  to  regulate  commerce,  or  is 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers into  effect,  it  would  be  a  fair  subject  for  legis- 
lation by  Congress.  But  can  any  one  pretend 
(hat  a  bank  would  be  a  mode  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue?  Would 
It  comport  with  that  wise  principle  of  uniformity, 
and  those  guarded  restrictions  against  unequal 
burdens  on  the  people,  which  constitute  the  most 
valuable  safeguard  to  the  citizen?  To  under- 
stand these  terms  we  must  give  them  a  meaning 
whith  has  been  affixed  by  their  usual  import. 
When  we  speak  of  the  power  to  lay  taxes,  we  un- 
derstand by  it  a  demand  of  money  from  the  com- 
munity, regulated  by  fixed  and  equitable  princi- 
ples, indiscriminate  as  to  persons,  and  the  species 
of  property  taxed.  To  suppose  that  every  law 
which  imposed  burdens  or  brought  monev  into 
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the  Treasury  was  Constitutional,  would  destroy 
our  equal  system  of  g07erDmeDt, -and  substitute 
ft  capricious  despotisra.  It  would  revive  ite^ex- 
ploded  doctrioe  of  free  gifts^  benevolences,  and 
that  shameful  train  of  extortions  practised  by  the 
old  Qovernmeots  of  Europe.  Does  it  fall  within 
the  poWer  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States? 
This  clause  relates  entirely  to  the  application  of 
the  funds  after  they  have  been  accumulated;  it 
is  in  conformity  with  that  article  which  pledge 
ttie  public  faith  for  debts  which  had  been  con- 
tracted, as  well. as  those  which  mights  created 
lo  pursuance  pf  the  authority  to  borrow  money 
upon  the  faith  of  the  United  Slates.  If  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  bank^^rew  out  of  the  obligation 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  its  charter 
should  be  so  worded  as  to  cease  whenever  they 
were  extinguished;  and  it  would  be  no  longer 
for  Cooffress  to  fix  a  definite  period  for  its  expi- 
ration. If  the  right  of  incorporation  Was  ever 
meant  to  be  given,  it  would  most  naturally  fol- 
low from  the  regulation  of  commerce ;-  yet,  no 
one  has  coi^tended  Congress  could  create  in- 
surance eompanies  withm  the  States.  Those 
who  contend  the  bank  is  Constitutional,  consider 
it  as  necessary  and  proper  in  collecting  the  reve- 
nue. That  U  may  be  an  useful  instrument,  I  do 
not  deny.  It  forms,  depositories  convenient  to 
the  Government:  but,  you  should  recollect  de- 
positories equally  safe  and  conveni;>nt,*can  be 
procured  without  being  purchased  at  the  expense 
of  exorbitant  and  invidious  privileges  to  a  partic- 
ular class  in  the  community,  i  apprehend  the 
Constitution  means  something  extremely  difier- 
ent  when  it  etnpowers  the  General  Government 
to  collect  taxes;  it  relates  exclusively  to  the  au- 
thority thus  given  to  Congress  of  employing  com- 
pulsory process  in  coercing  the  payment  of  taxes; 
'  it  enables  Congress  to  create,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  States,  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
through  them,  to  exerci!te  over  the  property  of 
the  citizens  a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  from  which 
thejr  otherwi«e  would  be  precluded,  and  from 
which  they  had  been  precluded  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  ;  it  enables  them  to  im- 
pose penalties  and  forfeitures,  and  to  inflict  pun- 
uhment  for  resistance  to  their"  authority.  But, 
sir,  admit  for  a  n»oment  the  bank  may  be  formed 
to  collect  the  revenue,  ousht  it  not  be  exclusively 
Qtfd  for  that  object?  Whence  the  power  to 
make  it  an  instrtiment  of  commerce?  Why  in- 
test  it  with  a  capital  immense  in  amount,  and 
•orereign  in  its  control  over  the  external  and  in- 
teroal  commerce  of  the  country  7  Sir,  I  must 
ligain  call  your  attention  to  the  limited  nature  of 
our  Goremment;  we  roust  administer  it  as  we 
find  it,  and  not  as  we  think  it  ought  to  be.  tin- 
ier this  view  of  the  subject,  so  long  as  I  under- 
sund  the  right  to  "  lay  taxes"  to  consist  in  draw- 
ing supplies  from  the  people  for  public  purposes, 
and  not  to  tax  one  portion  of  the  community  for 
the  benefit  of  another,  and  "  to  collect  then),^  the 
right  to  enforce  payment,  I  cannot  construe  them 
to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  Sir,  a 
bank  has  been  improperly  considered  a  means  of 
axeeatiog  some  ^wer  exclusively  given  to  Con 


gress.  The  nature  of  incorporations  is  so  clearl]^ 
a  distinct  class  x)f  political  power,  that,  before 
they  can  be  converted  into  means  incidental  to 
an  object  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gkoeral 
Government,  they  must  be  shown  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Permit  roe  to  ask,  how  has  ft 
been  ascertained  that  a  bank  is  pecessary  to  the 
operations  of  the  Government  ?  Has  the  experi- 
ment been  tried?  Upon  a  question  involving  a 
breach  of  the  Constitution,  it  would  be  safer  to 
be  guided l)y  experience  than  conjecture. 
.  Sir,  I  am  Well  aware  that  I  can  add  nothing 
neW  upon  the  Constitutional  poin  ts.  The  sulgect 
was  more  thoroughly  examined  in  1791,  and  oaore 
ably  elucidated  than  any  other  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Goverpraent.  The  celebrated  speech 
of  Mr.  Maoison.  to  which  I  ascribe  my  convie- 
lion,  has  been  recently  presented  to  us  in  the 
aewspapers,  and  gentlemen  must  be  familiar  with 
it.  icannot  give  additional  weight  to  the  arga- 
ments,  but  I  thought  it  proper  to  call  the  a ti ca- 
tion of  the -Committee  to  that  part  of  the  subject 
by  the  remarks  I  have  made. 
.  I  said,  sir,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  .bank  is 
necessary  to  (he  operations  of  the  Government — 
without  its  aid  our  fiscal  concerns,  cannot  be 
managed.  So  far  from  subscribing  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  bank,  I  believe  the  revenue  would  be 
equally  safe  in  the  State  banks,  and  could  be  dis- 
tributed with  inconsiderable  difficulty-.'  Therer- 
enue  received  in  most  of  the  States  is  nearly 
equal  to  the  expenditpre  within  them,  and  when 
a  deficiency  occurred  in  any  one,  it  could  be  sup- 
plied by  arrangements  with  the  different  banks, 
by  transportation,  or  inland  bills  of  exchange,  in 
the  manner  that  the  public  engagements  are  fol- 
filled  abroad.  I  will  venture  to  assert  the  Secre- 
ury  of  the  Treasury  will  find  no  difficulty  ia 
contracting  whh  individuals  and  corporate  insti- 
tutions, upon  the  most  ample  security,  to  transfer 
the  public  revenue  upon  terrns  equally  advan- 
tageous to' the  United  States.  Among  the  sev- 
eral States  commercial  intercourse  is  great,  and 
daily  increasing;  the  constant  traffic  which  the 
different  portions  of  the  country  maintain  with 
one  another,  will  giv^  facility  to  the  operatioosof 
the  Government,' and  obviate  the  obsucles  which 
are  anticlMited ;  the  verf  commerce  which  en- 
ables the  Treasury  to  remit  ,with  ease  immense 
sums  to  every  part  of  Europe  is  the  result  of 
this  interchange  among  the  States,  and  iosares 
equal  facility  at  home;  Where,  thep,  is  the  ne- 
cessity for  this  bank  ?  The  accommodation  of 
the  bankAo  the  Government  in  times  of  emer- 
gency, and  ^he  use  of  its  resources  to  sapport 
public  credit,  have  been  urged  as  motives  for 
it3  establishment;  how  far  such  considerations 
weaken  Constitutional  objections,  it  is  needless 
to  state.  If,  sir,  the  bank  becomes  a  source  of 
supply  to  the  GovernnMut  to  an  adequate  ezteo^ 
it  ceases  to  be  one  to  the  merchants..  It  there» 
fbre,  cannot  answer  in  both  capacities^  The  same 
necessity  which  throws  the  Government  upon  the 
charity  of  the  banks  renders  it  incapable  of  dis> 
chargm^^  the  obligation,  imd  while  the  f^nds  of 
the  institution  are  locked 'up  in  the  Gorennmen^' 
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its  commercial  functions  musLcease.  The  relief 
which  sudden  and  temporary  embarrassments 
require,  can,  at  all  times,  be  administered  by  the 
State  banks,  and,  therefore^  supersedes  the  neces- 
sity of  aid  from  this  bank.  Whenever,  by  disas- 
ters, the  ordinary  sources  of  supply  ^re  exhausted, 
or  the  unavoidable  objects  df  expenditure  exceed 
the  revenae,  a  more  copious  and  permanent,  all- 
Tnent  will!  be  found  in  the  wealth  and  ciapital  of 
the  citizens  than  by  loans  from  banks.  Instead 
of  diverting  the  active  and  productive  capital 
froih  useful  channels,  the  sluggish  and  inert  mass 
!  will  be  drawn  forth  in  its  aid,  to  support  public 
'  credit  and  cherish  private  enterprise.  But,  sir, 
is  it  prudent  to  rel^  upon  an  institution  that 
may  refuse  you  assistance  1  What  Will  \^e  the 
influence  of  such  ^n  institution  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  country  at  large  ?  Tt  cannot  escape 
your  recollection  that  the  establishment  of  the 
1  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  origin  of  a 
system  which  assumed  as  its'  basis  the  enJarge- 
ment  of  the  national  jurisdiction.  Whether  the 
principles  of  expediency  to  which  it  owes,  its 
birth  be  regardea,  or  the  overweening  influence 
it  established  over  the  moneyed  institutions  and 
merchants  of  the  States,  the  charge,  (o  say  the 
least,  is  plausible.  The  close  and  intiihate  con- 
nexion between  the  Government  and  bank'^the 
dependence  of  the  former  for  loans,  and  the  l|t- 
ter  for  public  deposites,  have  given  the  Executive 
branch  its  full  share  of  influence  and  ddium— 
shows  incontesiably  it  was  created  to  augment 
the  power  of  the  Qenerai  Government,  and  the 
Executive  in  particular.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  the. 
commencement  of  those  political  animosities 
which  have  poisoned  the  sources  of  social  inter- 
course ;  it  was  the  origin  -of  that  doctrine  of  con- 
structive power  which  abrogates  the  Constitu- 
tion and  nullifies  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
Congress.  So  long  as  it  exists,  the  body  politic 
will  experience  the  ag1tdti5ns  and  convulsive 
throes  of  well  grounded  pealonsy  in  the  States^ ' 
Sir,  in  the  admini^tratioli  of  this  Gorernment 
two  things  alone  are  oec^ssary^.to  insure  its  du- 
rability. Yon  must  first  avoid  -every  measure 
which  will  produce  uneasiness  amon^  the  States, 
or,  second,  that  will  extend  the.  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  Government  to  subjects  purely  lo- 
cal. J  do  not  mean  that  the  rightful  authority  of 
Confess  is  to  be.  abandoned  for  fear  of  giving 
offence,  but,  whenever  called  on  to  take  a  step 
which  wiH  produce  uneasiness,  ydu  should  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tmion  bear  you  out.  Do  not  gentlemen  perceive 
the  tendency  of  this  measure  to  involve  us  with 
the  States  upon  delicate  points?  Hais  not  the 
United  States'  Bank  produced  serious  alarm? 
Will  not  the  alarm  bo  increased  by  its  continu- 
ance at  this  time  ?  Yes,  sir^  soine  of  the  States 
have  already  taxed  this  institution,  others  have 
waited  under  the  expectation  we  snail  render  a 
collision  unnecessarv.  Suppose  the  qharter  re* 
sewed,  and  the  stocsholders  should  be  taxed  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  destroy,  virtually^  the  privi- 
leges yoa  hava  guarantied  to  them  ?  Are  you  to 
leave  them  onprotecied,  or  will  yon  draw  the 


sword  in  their  behalf?  While  you  have  time, 
avoid  a  situation  not  less  perilous  than  the  most 
serious  foreign  war.  Since  the  establishment  of 
the  bank,  the  States  have  created  banks — their 
people  have  accumulated  capital,  and  they  will 
not  tamely  witness  the  perpetuation  of  an  insti- 
tution whose  strength  can  at  any  moment  over- 
throw whatever  State  bank  they  may  mark  for 
destruction.  ,  However  paradoxical  it  may  appeaf. 
I  consider  the  General  Government  strengthened 
by  narrowing  its  jurisdiction ;  it  will  produce  dis- 
union whenever  they  interfere .  with  local  con- 
cerns, 'the  habits,  local  interests,  and  passions 
of  this  country  vary,  and  no  one  is  a  competent 
j.udge  of  what  will  suit  the  feelings  of  the  State 
out  of  which  helives.  But.  sir,  there  are  gene- 
ral prin'ciples  in  which  our  reelings  iand  interests 
are  identified ;  there  are  subjects  upon  which  we 
may  safely  act,  and  trust  to  the  co-operation  of 
every  man  and  State  in. the  Upion.  Does  the  6ank 
affect  the  people  locally?  The  answer  is  obvious:  it 
not  only  undertakes  to  fix  the  amount  of  capital, 
but  interferes  with  the  rights  of  property  most 
essential ly^it  may  change  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  State  la^  t^s  to  the  liabijity  of  property 
for  debts,  und  the  mode  of  recovering  them.  Let 
me  caution  you  against  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter ;  it  is  pregnant  with  the  most  baneful  conse- 
quences to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country.  Is  it 
not  better  to  sacrifice  this  golden  calf  upon  the 
altar  of  concord,  restpre  confidence  and  harmony 
among  individuals  as  well  as  States,  and  to  ^enr 
nite  the  lovers  of  the  .Constitution  ? 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  convenience  of  obtaining  loans  from  the 
batik  is  mentioned  as  an  inducement  to  establish 
a  National  Bank.  To  ine  the  abuse  of  this  coii- 
venienee  is  more  dreaded  than  any  other  evil 
which  wUr  follow  from  the  measure.  Where 
have  you  seen  a  I^ational  Bank,  conneQted  with 
the  Government,  which  has  not  ultimately  rtiin- 
ed  the  circulating  mediiim  of  the  nation  ?  It  is  a 
not6rioU8  fact  that  money  has  depreciated  seri- 
ously, from  the  unlimited  circulation  of  paper, 
and  if  the  Government  should  be  compelled,  by 
necessity,  to  use  the  funds  of  the  bank,  they  must 
permit  the  increased  circulation  of  its  paper,  al- 
thoqo^h  its  money  capital  remains  stationary.  In 
tbis  situation  the  Government  must  tolerate  an 
operatipn  which  will  increase  the  evil  of  which 
we  complain.  The  example  of  England  is  a  sal- 
utary monition  to  usjand  we  ought  to  profit  from 
il.  In  that  countrv  there  wi^  a  time  when  the 
stability  of  the  bank  was  a  natiohal  phrase,  '*  As 
good  as  the  Bank  of  England."  How  is  it  now? 
The  funds  of  the  bank  have  been  borrowed  by 
the  Government — its  paper  circulation  increasea, 
and  Parliament  has  been  compelled  to  make  it  a 
tender  for  the  payment,  of  all  contracts.  Who, 
sir,  can  estimate  the  complicated  mischiefs  of  a 
depreciated  paper  currency,  without  specie  for  its 
redemption?  Should  w^  be  involved  in  war,  or 
our  property  seized  abroad,  nothing  can  prevent 
universal  bankruptcy — one  wide-spread  ruin  itill 
pervade  the  Continedt.  At  this  time  the  country 
18  inundated  with  paper  bottoniedupon  thf  whole 
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floating  aod  real  property  of  the  commtiDity : 
sboold  an  alarm  exist,  can  these  funds  be  convert- 
ed into  money  to  redeem  its  credit?  Cerraiqly 
sot.  Will  it  not  be  prudent  to  diminish  the  ex- 
tent of  this  evil  bv  putting  down  this  baniL  which 
is  the  fountain  from  which  the  whole  system 
flows?  It  is  of  little  importance,  as  it  regards 
the  internal  trade  of  a  country,  what  constitutes 
the  representation  of  property.  Paper,  iron,  or 
anything  else,  which  passes  current,  will  answer 
every  purpose  of  barter  and  trade;  but,  in  its 
commerce  abroad,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  cir- 
culating medium  should  be  equally  valiiabk  and 
readily  acknowledged  among  all  commercial  na- 
tions ;  otherwise,  all  the  operations  of  commerce, 
carried  on  with  raobey,  will  be  abandoned  or 

J>rosecuted  under  disadvantages  equal  to  the  dif- 
erence  in  the  value  of  the  currency  at  home  and 
abroad.  In  countries  actively  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, this  branch  of  trade  is  not  only  great  in 
amount,  but  by  far  the  most  profitable.  How 
unwise,  therefore,  not  only  to 'substitute  for  the 
precious  metals  paper  currency,  whose  value  is 
confined  to  the  United  States^,  buttoaugmetit  the 
quantity  until  It  depreciates  even  among  our-, 
selves.    . 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  apprehension 
at  a  stat^  of  things  which  exposes  us  to  irrepara- 
ble  jnjnry  whenever  a  fbreiga  nation  shall  mtc^r- 
rupt  our  commerce^  or  my  regret  at  the  daily  as- 
ciendency  of  this  fatal  policy.  In  pay, opinion,  sir, 
the  true  corrective  will  be  applied,  «  the  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  receiving  the  [)aper  of  a  partic- 
ular bank  in  payment  for  the  revenue,  shall  re- 
quire specie  as  the  oiily  tender.  Such  ^n  opera- 
tion would  secure  to  the  country  its  due  propor- 
tion of  the  mecious  metals,  would  restrain  within 
rational  and  useful  limits  the  circulation  of  paper, 
would  insure  stability  to  the  moneved  institu- 
tions, save  the  people  from  .the  dreacfful  scene  of 
bsink  swindling  which  is  exhibited,  and' restore 
the  equality  of  trade  with  foreign  pations,  which 
depends  upon  the  fixed  value  of  the  circulating 
mediuin.  lam  far  from  intiilhiting  that  banks 
are  useless,  when  established  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  actual  wants  of  the  country..  Measured 
by  that  standard,  they  form  the  chief  resource  of 
industry,  lubricate  the  wheels  of  commerce,  and 
accelerate  their  motion— but  the  Cpnstitution  has 
wisely  intrusted  this  measure  to  the  States; 
they  arje  the  most  competent  judges.  If  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  tended  to  restrain  the  mul- 
tiplication of  banks,  and  the  ruinous  emission  of 
.  paper,  I  acknowledge  it  would  be  a  powerful  ar- 
gument in  its  favor — it  would  go  far  to  satisfy 
me  of  its  expediency.  But,  instead  of  producing 
this  effect,  we  have  seen  them^  like  mushroons  in 
a  genial  soil,  spring  up  under  its  fostering  protec- 
tion ;  the  Bans  of  th^  United  States  has  an  in- 
terest in  the  multiplication  of  similar  institutions, 
because  they  all  tend  to  secure  it  from  danger, 
and  enable  it  to  increase  the  discounts  to  the 
greatest  amount;  before  the  United  States' Bank 
can  be  affected  all  the  other  banks  must  be  ruin- 
ed, because  the  advantage  of  public  depOsites,  and 
the  great  extent  of  capital,  will  afibrd  tlie  means 


of  averting  the  storm.  What  has  been  the  fact 
upon  this  subject  ?  Have  not  the  most  shamefol 
systems  of  bank  swindling  been  practised  ?  The 
State  of  Massachusetts  found  it  necessary  either 
td'suppress  her  banks,  or  limit  their  discouots. 
They  found,  upon  etamininfi^  the'  vaults  of  ihe 
banks,  the  whole  of  them  did  not  contain  specie 
e(]fual  to  the  paper  issued' by  a  single  one.  Yei, 
sir,  instead  el  finding  a  sound  body,  they  foonda 
corpse  rotten  and  decayed  y  the  specie  had  fled 
anfd  the  public  were  left  without  the  prospect  of 
remuneration.'  Have  you  forfirotten  the  BaDk  of 
Rhode*  Island  ?  This  bank  had  issued  nottt  to 
the  amount  of  ^00,000  upon  a  capital  of  $151 
Will  gentlemen  tell  me  the  Bank  of  the  Uoiied 
States  has  checked,  or  willkeep^down,  in  future, 
similar  impositions?  I  am  justified  in  consider- 
ing this  bank  instrumetital  in  depreciating  thr 
currency  of  the  country,  and  banishing  its  salh 
stantial.  capital. 

There  is  no  brahch  of  industry  more  materiallf 
injured  by  the  artificial  state  of  credit,  aod  ihe 
deprecf^ted  currency  of  the  country,  tbao  mlou- 
factures.  The  precarious  condition  of  commerce 
has  naturallv  turned  the  public  attention  to  this 
subject;  ana  we  may  hope  the  time  is  not  dis- 
tant whein  the  United  States  will  furqish  the  arti- 
cles of  substantial  utility  for  themselves.  The 
war  in  Europe,  by  deranging  the  operationi  of 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  taxes  with  which  his 
industry  has  been  burdened,'  have  consgred  /o 
give  a  vigoi'ous  impulse  to  them  here.  Bui,«r| 
we  shall  probably  witness  their  destruction  by  the 
T^pi^  depreciation  of  paper,  which  raises  ihe 
price  of  labor,  and  impedes  the  accontplishineDt 
of  this  most  desirable  object.  The  exchange  of 
labor  between  the'  inhabitaiits  of  America  and 
the  Old  World,  has  always  been  disadvantageous. 
We  have  not  onlyT)aid  full  profits  iipon  the  cap- 
ital and  labor  employed  in  the  production  of  what 
is  consumed,  but  we  have  paid  the  taxes  which 
this  prodigal  QoternmeBts  of  Europe  have  laid 
upontheiti.' 

Upon  this  subject  a  strong  appeal  has  been 
made  to  our  feelings ;  it  has  been  said  the  disso- 
lution of  the  bank  will  produce  the  most  serious 
Eressurfe  in  the  community,  and  will  ^^^^^^?^^ 
ers  to  ruin.  I  am  cenfideni  nb  man  would  "« 
mojre  gratified  than  myself,  to  afford  ^^^^^jr^ 
those  who  may  suffer,  it  I  was  not  precluded  oj 
Constitutional  difficulties.  While  I  adroit  m 
sufferings  of  individuals  will  be  great,  I  a™  *^"? ' 
ly  convinced  the  picture  is  highly  colored  andinc^ 
facts  exaggerated. 

The  time  when  the  charter  expires  has  been 
known  to  every  person ;  the  presumption  a^*?" 
its  renewal  strong.  How  can  you,  therefore?  D^ 
lieve  the  creditors  of  the  bank  haVe  roade  n^ 
provision  to  meet  the  event?  It  is  ^^^^/ 
possible  to  conceive  that  funds  have  not  neen 
provided  to  extricate  themselves.  When  1  say 
the  presumptioi^  against  the  renewal  of  the  cnar 
ter  has  been  strong,  I  do  not  allude  so  n*"^" 
the  sentiment  in  this  House,  as  to  the  soiero 
•declaration  of  the  President  of  its  unconstiw- 
tionality—  ,  .  . 
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[Mr.  Macon  called  Mr,  Burwell  to  order  for 
using  the  name  of  the  President  in  debate.] 

Sir,  the  yiolation  of  order  has  been  inadvert- 
ently committed  ;  his  name  was  not  used  to  pro- 
dtice  any  effect  here,  becaase  I  really  am  qnac- 
quaintea  with  his  present  opinions,  except  as  I 
infer  them  from  his  Speech  in  1791 ;  I  cannot 
suppose  he  would  use  one  set  of  arguments  then, 
and  act  upon  another  now. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  would  be  crimi- 
nal in  this  House  to  yield  Constitutional  objec- 
tiouM,  and  surrender  important  considerations  of 
policy,  to  shelter  those  who  have  shut  their  e^es 
to  the  law.  The  Legislature  cannot  resist  with 
too  much  firmness  such  an  appeal ;  it  is  placing 
then(i  at  the  mercy  of  a  few,  and  sacrificing  the 
general  good  to  the  clamors  or  follies-  of  the  im- 
provident. 

It  has  been  said  that  $8,000,000  in.  specie  will 
be  required,  from  circulation,-  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  bank,  and  that  the  amount  cannot 
be  procured  in  the  United  States.  I  venture  to 
assert,  upoii  the  statement  fprnished.by  the  bank 
agents,  the  sum  will  not  exceed  $2,5d0JD00'over 
and  a trave  the  specie  in  the  Vaults  of  the  bank. 
After  paying,  and  settling  With  the  communfty, 
the  bank  wul  owe  to  the  stockholders  $10,400,- 
000.  If  they  retain  the  specie  now  in  the  vaults, 
amounting  to  t|5,000,000,  th^  demand  upon  the 
commuDity  will  be  lessened  to  that  Extent ;  ijf  it 
is  paid  Out  to  meet  the  return  of  their  notes  in 
eirculation,  it  passes  into  other  banks,  and  will 
return  to  them ;  so  that,  in  either  case,  it  will 
constitute  a  fund  to  pav  the  stockholders,  and  re- 
duce tbeir  demand  to  $5,400^000 ;  frotn  this  sura 
must  be  deducted  $50P,000,  the  ^mount  of  real 
estate  beloitging  to  the  cor|)oration,  $2,750,000, 
loaned  to  the  Government,  and  about,$300,000  in 
suit,  leaving  a  balance  not  exceeding  $2,500,000. 
Will  it  be  said  that  this  sum  cannot  be  iraised  in 
a  country  whose  export  of  specie,' for  the,  last 
year,  amounted  to  $8,000,0007  Will  it  be  said 
that  the  system  of  banks  has  reduced  us  to  this 
low  ebb,  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  perpetu- 
ate the  evil?  From  this  view  of  the  s^bject,  it 
appears  that  the  creditors  of  the'  bank,  will  be 
compelled  to  raise  $7,500,000. 

Can  any  gentlemen  seriously  believe  that  this 
sum  will  ruin  the  country  ?  If,  sir,  we  judge 
from  the  number  of  banks  springing  into  exist- 
ence in  the  different  States,  the  conclusion  is  irre- 
sistible, that  there  is  a  redundancy  of  capital 
more  tfaan  ample  to  accommodate  all  the  debtors 
of  the  bank.  Scarcely  a  single  Legislature  has 
serrated  without  granting  charters.  You  have 
this  morning  deposited  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cemetery  for  ^he  District,  ^ve  banks, 
with  an  agj^regate  capital  of  three  and  a  half 
millions.  This  thing  must  be  downright  cheat- 
ery,  or  there  is  a  redundancy  of  capital.  If  it  is 
frandulent,  the  sooner  thq  delusion  is  dissipated 
the  better. 

^  I  shall,  for  the  present,  admit  these  applica- 
tionii  are  evidences  of  capital,  and  contend  they 
will  operate  effectually  to  relieve  the  commu- 
nity.    But,  sir,  it  Will  be  found  from  the  state- 


ment of  the  bank  agents,  the  directors  havecpa-* 
tracted  debts  nearly  or  quite  equal  to  the  ameuni 
due  them,  and  that  they  will  find  difficultjr  in 
meeting  the  claims  against  them.    These  claimi^ 
will  naturally  be  transferred  to  those  who  are  in- 
debted, or  deposited  in  Slate  banks,  where  they, 
will  constitute  funds  upon  which  accommodar- 
tion  can  be  extended.    The  moment  you  destroys 
the  bank,  the  notes  it  has  issued,  to  the  amount  ' 
of  $5,000,000,  will  return;  thedeposites,anaoqnt* 
ipg  to  nearly  ieight  n[iillions  and  a  half,  will  cpme 
into  the  market;  these,  added  to  the  private  cap** 
ital  which  can  be  spared,  will  supply  the  means 
of  sustainine^  the  shock. 
I  feel  confident  the  removal  of  public  depos- - 


ites  will  £0  far  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  Io«a 
obtained  from  the  bank,  and  payable  the.  1st  oC 
Janqary,  will  add  to  the  facility  of  satisfying  the 
cl^ms  of  the  bank.  Even  the  funds  ot  the  in-^ 
stitution  itself  will  rapidly  glide  into  channels  of 
profit,  and  contribute  to  the  object.  Thus,  sir^^ 
this  omnipotent  association,  whose  influence  per- 
vades  the>  Continent;  whose  nod  dispei^ses  prO" 
tectiotx  or  ruin,  like  an  angry  cloud,  will  be  dis-* 
armed  by  the  conducting  powers  of  the  State 
banks;  there  will  be  no  explosion.  Its  substande 
will  be  secreted,  mixed  with  their  juipes,  and 
strengthen  the  general  system. 

In  the  public  discussions  upon  this  subiect.  we 
have  been  told  the  quantity  of  specie  has  oeeH 
reduced  below  the  actual  wants  of  trade,  and 
that  the  portion  of  stock  held  by  foreigi^rs  will 
,be  carried  abroad  in  money.  Those  who  endeavor 
td  alarm  us  in  this  way,  are  either  ignorant.tbem- 
selves,  or  they  calculate  largely  upon  our  credu- 
lity. It  is,  sir,  a  melancholy  fact,  that  specie  has 
been  almost  banishecl  from  circulation  by  paper^ 
and  from  the  vaults  of  the  banks  by  exportations 
abroad,  in  a  commerce  which  does  not  replace  it,. 
It  is  equally  true,  that  this  bank  has  contributed 
more  than  any  other  to  produce  this  deplorable 
result.  But  it  is  evident. the  exportation  must  be 
limited  in  amount,  or  the  import  of  specie  com-. 
mBnsurate,  if  We  do  not  continue  the  pusent  sys* 
tern  which  threatens  «ia  with  a  currency  exclu- 
sively paper. 

As  to  the  exportation  of  specie  by  the  foreign 
stockholders,  nothing  can  be  more  absurd.  Have 
not  the  motives  which  induced  them  to  invest 
their  property  in  the  Upited  States  been  strength- 
ened ?  Yesj  sir,  funds  in  every  part  of  Europe 
are  fluctuating  and  insecure;  the  grip  of  taxa- 
tion has  embraced  them,  and  you  must  think 
worse  of  the  judgment  of  these,  proprietors  than 
I  do,  if  you  juppose  thev  will  quit  a  country 
whose  institutions  are  sate,  and  whose  property 
is  advancing  rapidly  in  value.  But  laying  aside 
considerations  which  of  themselves  aresumcient 
pledges,  the  rate  of  exchange  renders  the  remit- 
tance of  specie,  particularly  silver,  altogether 
improbable.  Would  any  man  in  his  senses  ship 
specie  to  England,  when  he  can  purchase  bills  of 
exchange  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  below  pa^  ?  Will 
he  Zo^efour  percent,  insurance,  freight, and  com- 
I  missions,  when  he  can  make  eight  or  ten  by  re- 
J  mittanccs  in  bills  of  exchange  ?  f  Thfse  questions 
igi  ize     y  ^ 
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ijarry  coDTiction  to  every  man.  unless  he  suppo- 
ses money  is  worth  more  than  this  difference  over 
Ihe  paper  currency  of  the  country.  Although* 
■the  exchange  is  in  favor  of  Holland  four  per 
•cent.,  it  would  be  cheaper  to  lose  that  amount 
than  pay  fifteen  or  twenty  per  ce^t.  insurance, 
&c.,  for  the  transportation  of  specie,  subject  to 
risk  from  British  cruisers,  and  seizuie  from 
French,  rulers  in  port.  No  one  will  say  that  the 
Dutch  have  any  motives  to  draw  their  funds  from* 
the  United  States, 

After  showing,  1  hope  to  your  satisfaction,  that 
specie  cannot  he  remitted  in  tbe  actual  state  of 
ikings,  I  will  suppose  foreign  stockholders  should 
transfer  their  capital,  how  would  that  affect  this 
'Country  1  Prom  what  I  have  said,  it  appears 
that  the  one  million  held  in  Holland,  add  six 
ffisiUions  in  England,  if  withdrawn  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  would  only  be  an  exchange  of  funds 
with  the  American  merchant,  and.  would  not 
affeet  the  money  in  circulatioii.  I  confidently 
believe  the  present  embari^assments  of  merchants 
arise  from  the  spoliations  of  the  belligerents,  and 
principally  from  the  accumulation  of  furnds  in 
fSngland,  which  they  cannot  withdraw  but  at  a 
great  loss.  For  some  time  past  shipments  have 
been  almost  confined  to  England  ;  the  prices 
have  bee,n  good,  and  the  proceeds  far  above  the 
demand  for  English  fnercnandise;  added  to  this, 
whenever  shipments  have  been  made  elsewhere, 
the  profitable  purchases  of  bills  have  increased 
their  funds  in  Great  Britain. 

The  fact  h  clearly  demonstrated  from  the 
state  of  exchange,  which  for  the  first  time  is 
greatlv  in  our  favor.  If,  then,  the  stockholders 
should  remit  their  funds  b]^  bills  of  exchange,  it 
would  bring  six  millions  into  the  market,  and 
not  only  relieve  the  American  merchant  from 
tbe'unfayorabk  state  of  exchange,  but  would  at 
OBce  furnish  the  means  of  meeting  his  eagage- 
ttients  and  relieving  his  embarrassments.  It 
Would  be  a  loss  of  that  much  capital  to  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  but. we  can  bear  the  loss,  as  is  evident 
from  the  rapidity  with  which  joew  capital  is  sup- 
plied to  form  new  banks.  Should  they  give  a 
preference  to  moneyed  institution^  here  tne  com- 
munity would  be  equally  relieved. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  foreign  capital  remaios, 
sball  we  not  be  exposed  to  its  influence  1  I  do 
not,  sir,  object  to  t hie  use  of  foreign  capital  by 
individuals,  but  I  never  will  consent  to  organize 
it  under  the  patronage  df  the  Government ;  in 
the  hands  of  aa  individual  its  influence  is  com- 
paratively insignificant.  Combined  in  the  form 
»  of  a  National  Bank  it  becomes  ^ruly  formidable 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation ;  besides,  I  well 
know  that  individuals  who  can*  obtain  money  at 
an  interest  less  than  the  profit  it  yields,  cannot  be 
prevented  by  law  from  borrowibg.  In  this  form 
It  may  subserve  the  purposes  of  industry,  but 
cannot  control  public  opinion  or  obstruct  public 
measures.  If,  sir,  the  pressure  upon  the  commu- 
nity should  not  be  removed  in  the  mode  I  hav6 
suggested,  the  bank  will  naturally  proceed  in  the 
collection  of  its  debts,  in  a  manner  best  calcula- 
ted to  secure  itself.    I  cannot  imagine  measures 


will  be  adopted  which  will  force  the  merchiBts 
either  to  fail  or  to  refuse  payment.    Such  con* 
duct  on  the  part  of  the  bank  would  be  wantoolf 
cruel  and  unjust,  and  would  probably  termioateii 
great  losses.    In  the  event  lof  such  a  procedore 
the  merchants  would  compel  the  baak  to  resort 
to  the  ordinary  course  for  the  recovery  of  debts, 
and  under  such  circumstances  I  do  not  apprebeod 
their  credit  would  be  affected  with  other  baob. 
The  alarming  scarcity  of  specie,  produced  by  tbe 
facility  which  the  bank  has  furnished^  toproeore 
it  for  exportation,  and  speculations  mbulssold 
by  the  agents  of  the  British  for  the  use  of  tbeir 
troops  in  Canada  and  the  West  lodiei^  daoDotbe 
too  strongly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
mitlee,  or  too  soon  stopped  by  the  (Grovernment. 
It  is  true  that  a  temporary  inconvenience  resohs 
from  the  latter  Vnode  of  exportation,  because  it  is 
sion  brought  tmck,  iq  return  for  pro visioos  sop- 
plied  by  tbe  Inliddle  States.     It  must  be  kopwi, 
sir,  to  you,  why  the  import  of.specie,  whicboor- 
tUred  the  East  India  trade,  has  ceased  since  ibe 
revolution  ia  Spanish  America,  which  opeaed 
the  direct  trade  to  the  English  for  supplies  of 
British  and  East  India  manufactures,  and  tbe 
facility  of  shipping  specie  direct  to  Spain,  witb- 
out  the  intervention  of  bills  of  exchange  obtained 
in  this  country  on  Europe.;  the  supply  of  Amair 
can  produce  to  the  Spanish  colonies  has  neret 
been  more  than  sufficient  to  keep  up  tbe  neces- 
sary quantity  for  our  own  use  and  for  thelodia 
trade,  to  an  extent  limited  by  our  own  wsots; 
heobe  the  disa^vantag;e  of  the  paper  system, 
which  furnishes  the  means  of  prosecutiog  tbis 
trade  after  jts  utility  is  done  away.    Gcnilemeft 
will  tell  me  this  evil  will  correct  iuelf,  and  that 
the  merchants  will  not  persist  in  a  brancb  of  bua* 
ness  unprofitable  for  want  of  markets.   Ireadilr 
aditiit  this  position  tx)  be  correct:  but, befo/c lU 
those  sanguine  adventurers  will  be  «onriocw, 
who  are  tempted  by  the  accommodation  of  tbe 
bank)  we  shall  be  so  far  drained  of  ourrealcapi* 
talj  as  to  be  incapable  of  sustaining  public  eoofi- 
dence  in  the  stability  of  our  money  iosliiDtions. 
There  it  one  effect  from  the  extent  to  which  tw 
banking  system  has  been  pushed  in  this-couotrf, 
which  deserves  serbus  atteotioo.    I  think  i*^ 
capital  of  the  banks  should  rather  fall  sbo^'^i^ 
exceed^  the  demand  of  those  engaged  in  tra(J€> 
whenever  there  is  an  excess  of  capital  ^^®.*^Jj 
petition  will  be  a^mong.  the  banks  to  lebd,*w 
they  i^ill  adv^ance  funds  to  those  who  arc  noltf^ 
titled  to  credit.    This  fictitious  credit,  giv«»^ 
individuals  without  property,  will  expose/** 
iarmers  and  planters  to  the  most  serious  idM 
because,  whenever  they  fail,  their  property  wj^ 
go  entirely  into  the  coffers  of  the  bank,  ot  » 
haiids  of  their  endorsers.    In  Baltimore,  wntf« 
the  bank  capital  has  always  exceeded  f^*^^,f  *° 
by  solvent  custoiiners,  and  where,  to  S^^^l^^' 
ployment  to  their  funds,  the  banks  have  !>««»  »^ 
duced  to  accommodate  mere  speculators;  **".j|^. 
have  happened  to  the  amount  of  a  n*'^"°"»  J!,  jn 
out  property  to  pay  tbe  creditors  twenty  cc" 
the  dollar.    This  has  been  the  effect  of  ^<^ 
sive-bank  capital.— [A  gentleman  from  »^}' 
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land  corrected  Mr.  Burwell,  by  stating- that  the 
failures  bad  exceeded  in  the  aggregate  the  sum 
he  bad  mentioned,  but  in  no  single  instance  had 
the  loss  to  creditors  exceeded  9600,000]— I  stand, 
corrected.  Onlf  six  hundred  thousand  dollars! 
Wfay^  sir,  this  moderate  sum  would  ruin  a  whole 
county  if  it  had  fallen  upon  the  farmers.  If  the 
apprehensions  of  the  public  should  coerce  you  to 
xenew  the  charter  at  this  lime,  I  shall  consider  it 
.perpetual.  The  same  m^ans  which  secured  it 
DOW  will  not  be  forgotten,  or  neglected  hereafter. 
You  may  rest  assured  the.  magic  terror  of 'bank- 
ruptcy will  be  reviredwhen  there  is  occasion. 
Perhaps  the  grpwirig  wealth  of  the  people  may 
JiereaAer  raise  theni  above  the  control  of  the 
baolt,  with  ten  millions  capital^  but  if  you  should 
unfortunately  adopt  the  faVorite  project  of  some, 
to  esUblish  a  grand  National. Bank  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  equal  to  thirty  millions  of  dollars;  if 
afterwards  you  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  you  may  indeed  despair  of  all  control 
over  it  in  future.  It  will  becooae  so  interwoven 
with  the  fiscal  transactions  of  society,  and  sonp- 
timately  blended  with  the  existence.of  the  Gov- 
ernmedt,  that  their  duration  will  be  cotqual.  The 
dangerous  power  of  a  bank  extended  over  the 
Contiii«nt,  with  a  capital  which  would  necessa-, 
fily  embrace  in  its  funds  all  the  individuals  of 
wealth  and  influence,  would  produce  the  same 
effect  with  a  national  debt  to  that  amount  5  and 
when  you  recollect  that  this  machine  will  be 
confrolled  and  managed  by  the  Eiecuiive  branch 
of  the  €k)vernmeDt  you  cannot  but  feel  the  most 
serious  apprehension  of  the  consequences.  51r, 
I  do  net  discuss  this  question  with  party  feelings; 
Hook  forward  to  the  time  when  the  bank  and 
Gh)vemfirent  will  feel  in  unison,  and  aet  in  con- 
cert. The  opposition  of  the  bank  is  temporary, 
and  wfii  soon  yield  to  its  obviaus  interest.  It  is 
that4>eriod  to  which  my  fears  are  directed.  Who 
can  doubt  that  the  present  misunderstanding  is 
the  resalt  of  momentary  causes?  Yes,  sir,  the 
quarrel  is  an  unnatural  one,  explanations  will 
take  place,  reconciliation  will  ensue,  and  then  we 
may  deplore  their  intimate  friendship  infiniteiy 
more  than  their  hostility  now. 

Banks  are  commercial  institutions;  the  first 
impnlse  of  their  nature  is  to  taake  money  and 
support  the  power  which  can  promote  their  prof- 
its; the  individuals  concerned  in  them  will  feel 
political  pas&ions^  and  may^  induce  them,  but 
they  will  learn  from  experience  tne  wisdom  of 
suppressing  their  passions  when  they  hazard  the 
loss  of  profit  and  patronage.  I  have,  therefore^ 
felt  no  disposition  to  know  anything  about  the 
director?,  or  to  hear  theinstaneat  of  political  in- 
tolerance and  individual  faroritism«  It  would 
be  silly  to  found  our  views  of  the  tendency  of 
raeh  an  institution  upon  jts  conduct  during  a 
particular  period.  I  am  against  giving  any  set 
of  men  such  exorbitant  power  over  the  persona 
*^d  property  of  the  community;  I  am  opposed 
to  a  moneyed  a^stocracy,  which  can  hunt  down 
whoever  may  be  ofi^nsive  to  them,  and  not  from 
hostility  to  the  particular  persons  who  nowcomr 
pose  the  bank.    Sir,  the  time  may  arrive  when 


thjB  Government  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  men 
whose  policy,  in  »my  estiraiation,  leads  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  corrup- 
tion of  public  virtue.  Would  you  wipIi  to  sec 
such  men  bolstered  up  by  the  influence  of  a  Na- 
tional Banki  WoDld  you  be  satisfied  to  $ee  the 
^ood  sense  of  the  country  hoodwinked  by  money 
influence?  A  corporation,  possessed  of  socn 
ample  funds,  could  control  presses*  or  establish 
them  to  support  the  most  iniquitous  men,  and 
advocate  the  most  detestable  principles.  You 
should  bear  in- mind  that  this  influence  cuts 
both  ways,  and- it  is  better  to  leave  ptiblic  opin- 
ion unfeuered,  trusting  to  the  souad  sense  and 
discretion  of  the  people,  free  from  the  operation 
of  all-  extraneous  power. 

What  would  the  ^orjd  say  if  you  should  de- 
moli^  this  bank'^  to  create  another?  Is  there  a 
man  in  the  community  who  wouidnot  condemn 
you,  atfd  justly  reprobate  a  policy  so  short-sighted 
and  selfish  ?  Such  conduct  would  give  full  scope 
,10  swindling  and  speculation,  and  scenes  which 
stain  with  shame  the  history  of  ilfis  Republic 
would  be  renewed.  Sir,  the  system  of  paper 
credit,  against  which  I  have  entered  my  protest, 
and  to  which  J  attribute  thCv  artificial  and  inse- 
cure state  of  this  country,  deserves  nothing  from 
you.  You  need  not  violate  the  Constitution  to 
preserve  aqd  extend  it;  without' your  fostering 
care,-eiKH]gh  will  remain  to  alarm  those  ^hopre* 
fer  solid  wealth  to  the  mere  appearance  ot  it; 
although  those  who  think  the  wealth  of  a  nation 
can  be  :aQgmented  by  printing  a  few  reams  of 
paper  wiU^  be  dissatisfied;  they  exuk  in  the  de- 
ception and  premature  prosperity  which  flows 
from  public  delusion,  and  will  be  overtbravt^n  tjie 
first  moment  your  real  condition  may  be  tested 
by  difficulties^  I,  sit,  have  been  accustomed  to. 
think  the  wealth  of  a  nation  consisted  in  its 
productive  labor,  and  its  Capital  could  be  safely 
augmented  only  in  the  ratio  of  the  difierencc 
beiureen  its  consumption  and  prodbctiVie  labor. 
This  is  the  true  mode  of  acquiring  capital,  the 
process  will  be  alow,  but  the  advance  will  be 
permanent.  It  will  depend  upon  principles  of 
economy,  industry,  and  sfeady  Exertions;  it  is 
incompatible,  with  prodigality,  speculation,  and 
profligate  acqttisition  of  wealt4i.  -  Virtue  i^  the 
^sis  of  o^e,  delusion  and  imposture  of  the  other. 
A  people  thus  situated,  steadily  exerting  its  pow- 
ers, will  furnish  ample  means  to  procure  circula- 
ting medium,  and  prudent  habits  will  add  to  It 
witn  sufficient  rapidity.  I  have  always  preferred 
being  a  happy  to  a  splendid  nation.  Sir,  I  have 
now  closed  my  remarks ;  the  particular  situation . 
assigned  to  me  by  the  House  in.  relation  to  this 
subject  has  dompelled  me  to  slate  the  extent  of 
my  olgectiena  to  the  bill.  I  have  carefully,  re- 
frained from  expressions  which  could  wound  the 
feelings,  or  impeach  the  motives  of  those  who 
difl*er  from  me  in  opinion.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  say  anything  about  the  transactions  of  the* 
bank— ^they  are  all  unknown  to  me,  and  I  care 
nothing  about,  them.  My  conscientious  belief  is, 
that  the  law  was  unconstitutional,  and  I  sincere- 
ly trust  we  shall  destroy  what  has  so  long  de- 
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ftced  its  original  purity,,  close  up  the  breach 
which  has  beeD  made,  and  cement  it  by  a  tote 
upon  principle.  I  confess  the  consolation  I  shall 
feel  in  the  success  of  my  motion  will  be  greatly 
diminished  if  it  obtains  by  the  interTcntioa  of 
other  motives. 

'  When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported,  progress;  and  the  |Iouse  ad- 
journed at  a  little  past  four  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  17. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  E ben ezer  Rollins,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  further 
report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  un- 
settled balances ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbert,  " 

Resolved^  That  the  Joint  committee  apointed 
by  the  Senate  and  Hous^  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  respecting  the  Library  belong- 
ing to  Cotgress,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  perma- 
nent safe-keeping  of  the  books. 

Mr.  jENNTNOis,  fVom  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  fifth  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  0[>eninff  a  road  from  Vincennes^  towards  Day- 
ton, in  Ohio,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  a  public 
road,  from  the  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
Gh-eenville,  to  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  opening  of  such  a  road  waf  contemplated 
hy  Congress  in  the  act  passed  April,  4806 ;  but  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  that,  and  similar  purposes, 
have  been  found  insufficient  to  accomplish  the  desired 
objects. 

Thai  the  opening  of  the  contemplated  road  would 
certainly  expedite  the  sales  of  public  lands,  insomuch, 
that  the  Qovernment  woold  shortly  be  remunerated 
i)om  that  source  ibr  necessary  expenditure,  independ- 
ent of  the  general  advantage  to  be  derived  from  an 
addition  io  the  number  of  our  public  roads. 

That  it  will  be  fonnd  the  most  direct  course  from 
Pittsbnrg  to  Vineeanee  and  Bl  Louis,  ud  will  no 
doubt  become  the  chief  post  i;oute  to  theTerritoriea 
northwest  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  the , 
seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  by  way  of 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Sute  of  Ohio.  The 
committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  cause  to  be  opened 
a  road  from  Vinccmies,  or  from  some  point  on  the 
road  leading  from  Vincemies  to  the  falls  of  Ohio,  to 
the  eastern  boundary  of  Indiana  Territory,  in  a  proper 
direction,  towards  Dayton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1811  j 
which  was  received,  and  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  oTthe  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  same  committee,  also 


presented  a  bill  makloj^  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  year 
1811 ;  which  was  read  twicei  and  commiuedto 
^  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next.   . 

Mr.  EpPEd,  from  the  same  committee,  alio 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uqited  States,  for  the 
year  1811 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coia- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Satur- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  bjr  law, 
for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  recogaisaaces 
of  bail  and  affidavits  in  causes  depending  io  the 
respective  courts  of  the  United  3tates ;  aad  that 
thev  have  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  Mr.  GaoLBOiijMr. 
Whitehill,  and  Mr.  R^£ a,  of  Tennessee,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee, 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  committee  appoioted 
on  the  twenty-sixth  ultimo,  presei^ted  a  bill  for 
establishing  trading  houses  with  the  lodiaa 
tribes)  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  Saturday  nezu 

Mr.  FipiULET  presented  a  petition  of  Arihot 
St.  Clair,  late  a  Major  General  in  the  Revolt- 
tioa^ry  Army,  prayictjfi^  that  his  claim  for  fflo* 
neys  advanced  while  in  that  station  paf  here* 
examined,  and  that  he  maybe  allowed  tbefuU 
amount  of  the  money  so  advanced,  aoytbiogia 
an  act  of  the  last  session,  for  his  relief,  lo  ihe 
contrary  notwithstanding.— Referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  McBryde,  Mr.  HAix,Mr. 
Newboi^d,  and  Mr.  Nicholson,  w^re  appointed 
the  committee. 

JVIr.  Haven  introduced  the  following  resoja- 
tion,  with  some  remarks  on  the  frequency  with 
which  cases  4)e riding  before  the  .courts  of  the 
United  States  of  prosecutions  for  violation  of  (b^ 
embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws  were  decided. 
against  the  United  States,  and  the  ill  effects  which 
such  frequent  failures  must  have  on  the  comoui' 
nity,  creating  a  disrespect  for  the  laws,  dtc:   ^ 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tccasoiy  b« 
directed  to  lay  before  thia  House  such  inforoiatioB  ^ 
he  may  have  respecting  the  prosecutions  which  ht** 
been  commenced  in  the  respective  district  courti,  6" 
supposed  violation  of  the  several  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse  laws,  and  what  sums-^particulsrly  ev^' 
tying  those  which  have  been  brought  to  iinal  vu^  *• 
wellas  those  now  pending }  stating  also  the  cxpen«« 
incurred  by  the  United  States  in  the  several  and  fe- 
spective  prosecutions,  and  the  amount  of  forfeitn^ 
and  penalties  recovered;  and  that  portion  of  then  vt 
which  the  United  Sutes  have,  or  may  have  credit  at 
the  Trearary. 

Thfs  resolution  was  agreed  to — ayes  42,  noes  3Z. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  from  the  Committee  for  ih« 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  making  »tt 
appropriation  for  building  a  jail  in  Alexandria 
county,  in  the  Dijatrict  of  Colombia,  and  i(^ 
other  purposes  5  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Mon- 
day next. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  , 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire i^to  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times 
of  holding  the  circoit  coart  in  the  districts  of  New 
York,  Conneeiicut,  and  Vermont ;  and  thftt  they 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Air.  PiTKiNj  Mr.  QooDWTN,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Brown,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Tba  Speaker  obserred  that  he  was  informed 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  in  waiting,  with  a  cdnfidentiai 
message. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Soutqard,  the  galleries 
irere  cieared,  and  the  doors  closed.  They  were, 
afler  a  few  minutes,  again  opened. 

MEMORIAL  OP  CAPTAIN  TINOEY. 

Mr.  Bassett  presented  the  following  memo- 
Tlal: 

To  the  honorabU  the  House  of  Representatives  qf  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled.' 

The  memorial  of' Thomas  Tingeyt  Captain  in  the 
9ay]f  of  the  United  States,  and  Commandant  of  th6 
Navjr  Yard,  Washingiont  respectfully  showeth': 

Tbiat  during  the  last  Summei^  sundry  publications 
were  ctrcolated  through  the  medium  of  a  newspaper 
printed  in  this  city,  entitled  '*  The  Spirit  of  Seventy- 
sii,'*  signed  by  a  certain  .*' Joseph  B.  Parsons,"  and 
also  l>y' an  anonymdns  writer  under  the  signature  of 
''An  inhabitant  of  F  street,"  tending  to  induce  a  be- 
lief in  the  public  mind  that  yotnr  memorialist  had  been 
guilty  of  sundry  acts^  whereby  the  public  interest  had 
been  wilfully  prostrated  for  his  personal  benefit,  to* 
^  gether.with  insinuations  of  ether  acts  of  dereliction  of 
hiB^ty  in  the  public  sernce^  also  to  the  )>Mjudice  of 
the  interest  of  die  public 

Yiooi  memorialist,  th^rafoito,  eonseions  of  rectitude 
in  aU  his  intenfciolht,  and  of  the  Strictest  integrity  in  all 
hia  trmnsactftons  en  aoooant  of  the  pubUc»  duing  the 
whole  time  he  has  had  the  honor  of  being  in  t&ir.aer^ 
nee,  re^MCtftilly  iiopea  U^at  your  hoi^rable*  House 
will  direct  a  thorough  invest^ation  into  his .  conduct 
in  snch  manner  as  in.  your  wii^om  shall  be  deemed 
just  and  proper.      ^         , 

Your  memorialist  forbears  to  trouble  you  with  an ' 
enumeration  of  the  causes  which  have  delayed  the 
presentation  of  his  memorial,  or  With  any  of  the  doc- . 
oments  on  which  he  founds  his  request,  believing  thcj 
may  be  with  more  propriety  submitted  hereafter  in  de- 
tail to  those  to^^hom  your  honorable  body  may  com- 
mit the  desired  investigation,  should  you  deem  it 
proper  to  honor  his  memorial  with  3rour  notice. 

THOMAS  TINGBY. 

Natt  Yard,  Washivotoit,  Jan,  14, 18  tU 

Various  motions  were  made  in  relation  to  this 
petition. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  in  favor  of  referring  the 
letter  fbr  inquiry.  He  thought  the  House  had 
power  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  LovB  conceived  this  to  be  a  subject  with 
which  the  House  had  nothiog  tp  do,  and  was 
therefore  in  favor  of  (giving  the  petitioner  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Bmilib  said  it  was  an  extraordinary  piece 
of  business,  with  which  the  House  had  nothing 
to  do.    He  could  not  sanction  the  doctrine  as  to 


the  powers  of  this  House,  under  which  they 
had  already  entered  into  an  investigation  of  the 
conduct  or  a  Brigadier  Qeneral  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Nbwton  thought  the  subject  had  been  in* 
troduced  too  hite  in  the  season  for  them  to  act 
on  it,  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  so.  3ut,  he 
said,  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  commit- 
tees of  inquiry  to  be  too  liberal  in  their  use. 
They  oueht  only  to  be  applied  to  culprits  of  tb^ 
first  grade,  and  not  to  the  investigation  of  the 
conduct  of  every  officer  nirho  ebose  to  apply  foe 
an  inquiry  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FisK  proposed  a  resolution  for  appointing 
a  committee  to  ipmiire  generally  into  the  state  of 
the  navy  yard  at  ^Washington,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  it^ 

Mr.  Wright  w^s  opposed  to  entertaining  the 
petition  in  any  mauner^.or  siviog  the  least  rea- 
jion  to  believe  that  they  womd  interfere  with  it. 
Mr.  PicKMAN  moved  that  the  petitioner,  have 
leave  to.  withdraw  his  memoriat 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to 
read  as  follow^ :  Besolved,  That  this  petition  of 
Thomas  Tin^ey  contains  matter  not  proper  for 
the  investigf^tioA  of  this  House,  ami  that  the  pe- 
titioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Sheffst  was  oppcf^ed  to  the  atx^Ddment. 
'He  said  it  stated  wha(  was  not  true  in  fact. 
Wl^at  were  the  allegations  on  which  this  memo-; 
rial  waa  founded  }  Peculation  in  the  public  trea* 
sure  was  alleged;  and  would  the  gentlem^a say 
the  Hi)Use  h^d  not  autbority  to  inquire  into  it? 
Had  not  the  House,  in  opposition  to  all  such  ar- 
guments, pronounced  a  determination  to  inquire 
into  ^(le  con^fuct  of  ati  officer  whom  they  could 
not  impeach  'I  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  not  correct  to 
say  that  this  Bouse  had  not  a  right  to  inquire 
into  the  frauds  on  the  public  Treasury— into  the 
pilferings.  of  the  hard  earnings  of  the  people. 
While  he  believed  this  to  be  a  proper  .construe- 
tion  ■  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  he  would 
never  interfere  to  inquire  into  the  improper  con- 
duot  of  any  officer  of  the  Government  on  his 
own  pere  motion.  He  hoped  tjie  House  would 
on  this  occasion  do  what  was  necessary  and  prop- 
er, and  would  not  travel  out  of  the  record. tapasa 
an  abstract  resolution.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  Uot  be  agreed  to,  because  it  would  be  Un- 
necessary and  untrue  in  point  of  fact.  .The 
House  had  already  settled  the  principle  that  it 
had  a  right  to  inquire. 

Mts  Lovb  asked  if  it  was  not  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  tbfs  matter  was  improper  for  the 
House  to  inquire  into?  If  so^  what  ebjeqtioo 
could  there  be  to  putting  it  on  record  ?  What 
was  there  ^'abstract"  in  thi^  proposition^  If 
there  was,  it  was  merely  whether  Congress,  a 
body  of  representatives  met  to  legislate  on  public 
business,  had  a  right  to  entertain  the  complaints 
of  pettv  officers,  or  to  notice  all  the  slanders 
which  found  their  way  into  newspapers.  If  this 
resolution  were  passed,  it  would  prevent  a  waste 
of  time  on  future  similar  applieiitions.  The  gen- 
tleman had  asked  whether  Congress  had  not  a 
power  to  inquire  into  fraud  or  peculation.  Mr. 
L.  doubted  much  ^«|e}h|5  ^y^^^^ "^^^  ^"^ 
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inquife  by  bringing  ihe  officer  before  ihem.  Were 
they  to  be  occupiecf  in  considering  the  complaiiits 
of  every  Pjtty  officer,  as  low  as  a  corporal  ot  ser- 
geant? The  head  of  the  department  was  the 
proper  organ  for  refornijng  abuses;  and  he  was 
anaenable  to  Congress. 

Mr.  PicKMAN  raid  it.wbuld  not  be  proper  to 
adopt  the  amendment  proposed,  without  laying 
the  whole  m'ernorial  onvthe  journals;  which  was 
unusual.  Different  reasons  bad  been  urged  by 
different  gentlenoen  for  not  acting  on  the  subject ; 
and  it  Would  be  most  proper  and  most  con^sttnt 
with  thfe  usual  course  of  proceedings  simply  to 
give  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 

J  Mr.  Love)  would  accomplish  a«great  point  in- 
eed,  if  he  could  at  this*  short  notice  induce  the 
Hovse  to  reverse  a  decision  thef  had  so  lately 
made.  Mr.  B.  contended  it  was  lawful  for  the 
House  to  n'nvestigaie  such. matters;  but  it  did 
toot  follow  that  it  was  always  expedient  to  do  so. 
la  cases  of  great  public  concern^  as  in  th^  ease  of 
General  Wilkinson,  it'njight  be  proper,  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  thje  inalversatfon  of  every  petty 
officer  was  to  become  a  subject  of  i'pquiry.  There 
was  DO  occasion  to  assign  on.  the  journals  any 
reason  why  the  petition  should  be  withdrawn, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  against  the  amendment. 

Mr^  Newton  said  that  the  House  had  settled 
it  aa  a  principle  that  it  was  a  grand  court  of  in- 
quest for  this  nation;  and»whenever  they  thought 
proper  to  exercise  this  power  over  any  officer, 
they-  had  a  right  ao  to  do,  and  he  hoped  in  God 
they  always  would  do  it.  But  if  they  commenced 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  ef  ev^ry  navy  agent,  dec, 
there  would  never  be  an  end  to  business  of  this 
sort.  They  could  neither  do  the  nation  or  the 
individuj^ls  justice.  He  hoped  they  would  not, 
by  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  deny  the  Consti- 
tutional power  of  the  House,  but  would  give  the 
petitioner  leave  tp  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  M6K1M  said  he  wa*s  decidedly  in  favo»  of 
inserting  the  words  proposed  as  an  amendment, 
viz:  that  the  memorial  contained  matter  tiot 
proper  to  be  inquired  into  by  the  House.  It  was 
the  most  appropriate  expression  that  could  have 
been  employed.  What  was  the  object  of  the 
memorialist?  A  justification  df  his  own  pri- 
vate reputation;  which  is  alleged  to  have  been 
traduced  in  a  newspaper,  and  by  private -charac- 
ters. Mr.  McK.  asked,  are  not  "the  laws  open  to 
him?  Why  not  resort  to* them?  Why  bring 
the  subject  before  the  National  Legislature,  when 
he  has  so  good,a  remedy  before  another  tribunal  ? 
In  fact  Mr.  McK.  said  he  was  disposed  to  have 
a  general  inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  he  doubt- 
ed the  expediency  of  commencing  it  at  this  period 
of  the  session.  But,  above  all,  he.  wiis  opposed  to 
founding  pny  inquiry  on  a  petition  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Love  said  he  found  his  amendment  in  a 
very  singular  position;  that  some  of  his  friends 
were  very  much  in  favor  of  it,  but  embarrassed 
by  a  decision  they  had  already  made  on  the  case 
of  General  Wilkinson.  To  relieve  them  from 
this  awkward  dilemma^  he,wiihdrew  his  proposed 
amendment. 


It  was  then  resolved  that  the  memorialist  hare 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATBa 

The"  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  renewing  thecbirter 
•of  the  Bank. of  the  United  States — the  motioB 
for  striking  out  the  first  section  still  ooder  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Ff  8K.— Mr.  Chairman :  I  regret  that  we  ire 
called  upon  to  vote  fol  or  against  striking  out  (be 
first  section  of  this  bill,  at  this  time.  I  eoald  bm 
wished  that,  upon  a  bill  of  so  much  interest  lod 
importance,  we.  could  have  proceeded  to  bare 
filled  the  blanks,  and  made  such  aroendmeDts  is 
would  have  obviated  many  objections  which  otf 
be  urged  against  it  in  its  present  form.  I  an  Dot 
prepared  to  give  my  yote  in  favor  of  a  renewil 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suto, 
either  upon  the  tefms  upon  which  it  was  oriiio- 
ally  gTfinted,  or  in-the  manner  contemplated  by 
this  bill;  yet,  Upon  conditions  less  objectiooabi^ 
I  should  feel  myself  bound  to  vote  in  faror;ofa 
renewal.  But  the  qnesiion  presented  upon  tbls 
mdtion,  is  not  upon  what  terms  this  charter  sbill 
be  renewed,  but  whether  it  shall  be  renewed  opon 
any  terms,  subject  to  any  conditions  CoDgress 
may  impose. 

In  this  view,  I  consider  it  the  most  importaat 
subject  upon  which  thift  Congress  will  be  required 
to  act.  It  is  determining  a  question  wbicb  is 
con nepted. with  our  finances,  with  the  circoliiiB^ 
medinro  of  the  country,  and  with  our  agricultotal, 
commercial,  and  mantjfacturing  interests; aBd,ai 
such,  it  cannot  but  be  intereatkig  to  every  elan « 
oqr  citizens. '  / 

The  intereirta  and  prosperity  of  the  UfMted 
Slates  »re  not  only  intimately,  bat  initparablf, 
conne(i(edwith  trade.  The  market  of  tbefanoer 
depencK  greatly  upon  the  m^rciiant  and  tbe  ibip* 
per.  And  the  price  and  demand  of  everr  tt(\tvt 
of  produce  is  in  a  great  degree  regulated  byiw 
difficulties  Or  facilities  of  paymemt.  Let  the  diffi- 
culty of  paying  be  increased,  and  the  price  of 
proauce  immediately  falls;  fir  the  deroaod  for 
exportation  becomes  very  limited,  the  °»*'y^ 
are 'overstocked,  and  priices  reduced.  Any  sudden 
check  to  our  commerce,  whether  produced  by  wj 
own  municipal  regulations,  or  the  ouiragei  « 
foreign.  Powers,  checks  the  market  and  tbe  pHot 
of  produce  J  se  that  not  only  the  mercbaDts,Wt 
the  farmers  feel  its  efiectis.  I  scarcely  need  recot 
to  the  history  of  the  times  when  trade  ww  P^** 
cipally  suspended  in  this  country,  to  show  bot 
severely  tbe  suspension  operated  Upon  every  cla» 
of  our  citizensj  and  in  every  part  of  tbe  country. 
This  period  in  our  political  annals  will  be  loag 
remembered.  So  great  was  the  distress  in  some 
States,  and  agricultural  States,  too,  that  tbeir  Le- 
gislatures deemed  it  necessary,  for  the  proteci»ofl 
of  the  debtor  from  the  power'  of  his  creditor,  to 
stay  the  administration  of  justice,  and  probibu  by 
statute  the  issuing  of  an  execution  for  the  colle^ 
lion  of  any  debt. 

This  proves  ihte  conneiion  which  subsists  bj 
tween  the  two  great  agricultural  and  con»nCT«" 
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interests  of  this  couotrjr*  A^ricuhare,  commerce, 
and  msDafactures  constitute  the  source  of  our 
wealth,  reyenue,  and  prosperity^.  To  foster  and 
cherish  the  principles  upon  which  rest  our  etist- 
ing  hopes  and  future  prospeetS)  can  never  be  a 
qaestion  of  doubtAil  policy  with.  a.  wise  and  pat- 
riotic legislature. 

We  have  seen  that  commerce  is  essential  to 
oor  interests;  but  commerce  wHl  not  flourish 
without  credit.'  It  never  has  prospered  independ- 
ent of  credit.  As  credit  is  essential  to  triide,  so  is 
panctuality  to  support  credit.  Look  at  the  busi- 
Bess  of  any  commercial  people,  and  see  how^uch 
oficisdone  upon  credit;  and  see  the  integrity 
and  fidelity  with  wluch  punctuality  is  maintained 
m  order  to  support  their  credit. 

For  several  centuries  past,  banks  have  been  the 
successful  medium  through  which  credit  has  not 
only-been  preserved,  but  great  wealth  acquired. 
This  assertion  is  warranted  by  the  history  of 
these  institutions,  and  of  the  countries  where  they 
have  been  patronized.  The  first  bank  established 
in  fiorope,  was  at  Qenoa,  in  1467--fonr  hundred 
and  ibar  years  ago;  this ^ was  soon  followed  by 
one  at  Venice. 

Tbe  Bank  of  Amsterdam  was  established  in 
1609,  and  shortly  after  those  of  Hamburg  and 
Rotterdam;  and  the  Bank  of  England  in  1694; 
the  Royal  Bank  at  Paris  in  1718;  tbe  Bank  of 
North  America  in  1784 — a  memorable  period  in 
cor  history— and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1791. 

All  these  different  institutions  show;  that  en- 
Ughtened  legislators  have  entertained  but  one 
opioioQ  upon  this  subject  both  rft  Europe  and 
America  for  the  last  four  hundred  years.  They 
bave  seen  and  acknowledged  their  tiiility.  Banks 
have  Jong  since  been  considered  not  only  essen- 
tialijf  useful  in  the  transaction  of  commercial 
eoneerat,  hot  as  highly  necessary  to  aid  the  fiscal 
operations  of  Qovernment.  And  a  more  uiian- 
swermblc  argument  cannot  be  urged  in  favotr  of 
their  general  utility  than  their  uniform  success; 
to  this  may  be  added  the  prosperity  Qf  the  people' 
and  the  eenntriea  where  baoKs  have  been,  sup- 
ported. Their  immediate  advantages  are,  a-'eofi-^ 
Tenieot  circulating  medium;  the  safe  depesiury- 
thev  afford  for  cash  and  funds.  And  they  serve 
to  keep  the  standard  of  money  steady  and  cor- 
rect; to  insure  pgnctuality;  to  preserve  credit; 
to  inspire  eonfidence^  and  to  promote  a  spirit  of 
industry  and  enterprise.  They  are  not,  as  many 
bare  sapposed,  in  their  nature  hostile  to  Qovern- 
Bent  and  dangerous  to  liberty.  They  rather 
fi>rm  a  barrier  to  tyrannv  and  oppression.  Their 
prineipal  bosiness  is  to  lend  money- at  the  com- 
■Mm  rate  of  interest,  and  thus  prevent  usury. 
Tbe  owners  of  banks  are  general  I  |r  rich  men, 
who  have"  not  only  their  personal  liberty,  but  a 
large  property  to  risk,  by  sedi tion^  treason,  and 
Tcbelliott.  It  is  their  interest  to  resist  oppression. 
We  need  scarcely  point  to  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope for  proof  or  the  fact,  when  we  assert,  that 
trade  tad  banks  cannot  flourish  where  despotism 
prevails.  Despotic  power  generally  ruins  trade 
mnd  hiaks,  but  no  instance  occurs  in  history 


where  banks, 4)ot  under, the  control  of  govern- 
ment have  ruined  a  State.  A  bank'owned  by 
Government,  and  under  its  command,  woulcl  be 
an  enffine  dangerous  to  the  people*  But  when 
owned  by  individuals;  neither  the  people  nor  tbe 
Government  have  anyihinff  to  fear  from  it.  It 
is  then  dependent  on  both  lor  its  business,  pros^ 
perity,  and  usefulness.  . 

With  the  evidence  which  both  Wstory  and  ex- 
perience offers  to  our  reflection,  we  cannot  doubt 
the  utility  of  banks,  nor  deny  bdt  that  they  have 
been  beneficial  .to«is.  And  w^  are  Justified*  in 
the  conclusion,  that,  under  propec  reffUlations, 
they  may  subserve  the  best  interests  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  tbe  United  States.'  They  are  now  in  Suc- 
cessful operation  in  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union,  and  that  they  have  been  useful,  the  pres-' 
ent  prosperous  state  of  tbe  country  aluinfiantly 
proves.  We  enjoy  fiS  perfect  security  for  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  as  any  pepple  under  any 
government  ever  did.  These  are  the  great  ob- 
jects of  a  good  governmento''^'AQ<l  we  may  tri-' 
ump^antly  ask,  where  is  the  nation  or  people  that 
enjoy  these  with  more.freedom  and  safety  than 
tbe  American  people?  A  pacaliel  for  our  libertf 
and  prosperity,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  is  not  to 
be  foun'd  in  the  history  of  man.  Our  wealth, 
population,  and  resources,  have  increased  beyona 
what^any  one  would  harve  calculated  or  imag- 
ined, ana  beyond  what  strangers  and  foreigners 
now  believe.  Industry,  wealth,  and  cotitentment, 
pervat^e  every  quarter  of  our  country,  and  pov- 
erty  find  oppression  are  unknown  to  our  citizens. 

In  1791,  the  year  this  bank  was  incort)orated, 
our  exports  atnounted  to'about  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars;  and  in  1804,  they  had  iiicreased  to 
a'bout  seventy-six  millions,*  gaining  in  thirteen 
years,  fifty-eight  milliops^  and  our  tonnage  in 
about  the  same  proportion. 

Mu^h  of  this  prosperity  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  active  capital  which  has  excited  industry, 
and  a  spirit  of  enterprise  amon^  us,  and  the  ac- 
tivity of  this  capital  has  been  in'a  sreat  degree 
created  and  promoted  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Its  operations  have  been  extensive  in  all 
our  tradipg  towns.  It  has  aided  in  loan^and  dis- 
counts, and  assisted  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
and  transmission  of  our  revenues.  It  has  been 
the  depositary  of  our  Treasury,  and  if  now  be- 
come incorporated  with  the  administration  of  this 
fiscal  department  of  our  Government.  The  con- 
nexion which  it  has  formed  with  almost  every 
branch  of  business  in  the  country,  is  not  slight 
and  triflingj-and  fto  easily  to  pe  severed  as  some 
seem  to  believe,  (ts  operations  are  deeply  inter- 
woven with  the  dealings  and  concerds  of  all  the 
d^en  of  businen  in  the  United  States. 

With  a  capital  often  millions,  it  ha^  fornished 
accommodations  of  fifteen  millions  a  year.  This 
has  been  employed  principillly  in  trade;  in  mak- 
ing prompt  and  cash  payments  to  our  farmers  for 
their  produce.  This,  again,  has  furnished  to  our 
citizens  a  ready  and  profitable r market  fbr  every 
article  of  produce.  These  high  profits  of  a  good 
market  have  gone,  into ^be  hands  of  the  farmer, 
to  cultivate,  improve,  and  enrich  the  country. 
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And  travel  through  any  State  io  the  Union,  and 
their  effects  may  be  readily  seen^  afibrdin^  a  pros- 
pect, consoling  and  elevating  to  the  philanthro- 
pist and  the  j>atriot.  The  land  is  highly  culti- 
vated, good  buildings,  turnpike  roads,  bridges,  and 
other  expensive  improvement,  indicate  the  wealth 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  j)rosperitv  of  the  country. 
Money  has  been  freely  circulated,  trade  has  been 
active,  produce  high,  and  our  country  has  been 
improved  by  these  unexampled  advantages  to  a 
decree  far' beyond  what  the  most  sanguipe  caU 
cuTations,  twenty  years  ago,  could  have  antici- 
pated. And  yet,  sic,  we  are  gravely  told,  that 
this  bank  has  nearly  ruined  the  country;  that  it 
is  threatening  our  best  interests  with  destruction. 
As  well  might  gentlemen  tell  us  (hat  total  dark- 
ness prevails  at  noon-day,  or  that  the  sun,  in  his 
meriaian  splendor,  affords  neither  light  nor  heat 
to  any  part  of  this  globe. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  trade  and  busi- 
ness of  the  Unitea  States  has  been  conducted  by 
m  paper  medium;  metallic  has  scarcely  been  seen. 
Tne  amount  of  this  circulating  medium  is,  say 
fifty  millions.  Now  what  is  proposed  bv  deny- 
ing a  renewal  of  the  United  States'  Bank  char* 
ter?  That  this  bank  shall  close  its  concerns,  and 
of  course  stop  all  its  accommodations.  This 
must  necessarily  <;heck  and  change  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
It  wiU  undeniably  require  $24,000,000  to  be  di- 
rected to  one  operation,  and  for  a  time  to  one 
point— for  the  capital  is  910,000,000;  this  is  to 
be  collected  to  divide  among  the  stockholders. 
There  are  $19,000,000  due  to  the  bank;  this  must 
be  collected.  This  will  occasion  a  demand  /or 
this  amount  from  other  sources :  it  must  be  paid. 
And  the  ft5/)00,000  in  t)ie  t>ank  makes  the  sum^ 
of  $24,000,000,  which  must  be  suddenly  called 
in.  Tne  effect  this  will  have  upon  the  various 
interests  in  the  country  can  neither  be  described 
or  conceived.  It  must  inevitably  give  a  general 
and  heavy  shock  to  all  paper  credit;  this  credit, 
•o  much  and  profitably  in  operation,  must  recef  ve 
a  severe,  if  not  a  mortal  wound.  And  what  sub- 
stitutehaTe  we  for  this  when  it  shall  be  destroyed? 
Silver  and  gold  coin  cannot  be  relied  on.  There 
is  not  from  the  best  estimate  an  amount  to  ex- 
ceed $10,000,000  specie  in  ail  our  cities  and  trad'- 
idff  towns,  and  this  will  be  collected  by  this  bank. 
The  price  of  iall  stocks,  and  every  kind  of  pro- 
duce and  species  of  propertv  must  suffer  a  great 
depression,  for  a  scarcity  or  money  (enhances  its 
ralue,  and  coiisequently  depresses  the  value  of 
every  other  species  of  property.  That  tliis  sud- 
den, if  not  total  change  in  our  system,  must  oc- 
casion great  embarrassment,  produce  faUMres,  dis- 
appointments, and  distress,  amonz  our  citizens, 
is  certain* 

To  say  the  least  of  such  a  measure,  is  to  term 
it  an  experiment  which  no  well  regulated  State 
has  ever  dared  to  make,  from  the  first  institution 
of  civilized  society  to  the  present  time.  Stronger 
governments  than  ours,  in  risking  such  an'exper- 
iment,  would  insure  their. overthrow  and  ruin. 
Perhaps  the  ^od  fortune  of  the  American  peo- 
ple is  a  sufficient  guarantee  against  all  the  disas- 


trous consequences  which  any  other  people  might 
experience  from  such  a  measure.  But  I  own, 
sir,  I  dare  not  incur  by  my  vote  the  awful  respoa- 
sib'ility  of  this  bold  and  untried  experiment,  un- 
less compelled  by  the  Constitution.  Thisjiomy 
most  deliberate  opinion,  the  Constitution  does 
not  require. 

But  the  question  of  constitutionality  I  sbaQ 
not  at  this  time  discuss.  Jf  it  isa  question  wiiicb 
Congress  may  discuss  and  decide,  it  wasdiscossed 
and  deliberately  decided  at  the  time  this  charlei 
was  granted.  The  decision  it  then  received  has 
met  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  Stius 
and  of  the  people.  Branches  have  been  esub- 
lished  in  a  number  of  the  States,  an4  the  biUi 
have^  irculated  without  opposition  or  difficaltf 
in  aln  And  counterfbiters  of  this  paper  are  poo- 
ishable  for  forgery  by  the  statutes  of  the  diflec- 
ent  States.  For  twenty  years  this  institution  hu 
received  the  countenance  and  patrooafe  of  the 
Government.  In  this  patronage  there  has  beea 
no  difference  in  the  several  Administrations,  oa* 
less  that  of  the  Republican  AdminislratioD  has 
been  the  most  extensive.  This  bank  has  been 
employed  by  the  Government  to  keep  iti  tiew- 
ure,  to  collect  and  transmit  the  reventie;  aiidtbe 
Government,  it  will  be  recoUecied,  originaof  I 
owned  two-fifths  pf  the  capital,  which  has  been 
sold  at  a  great  advance.  The  United  Stales 
owned  $2,W0,000,  equal  to  five  thousand  shares 
2,493  shires  were  sold  in  1796  and  1797jataa 

advance  of  25  per  cent.    .       -       -  IW^ 
Twenty-five  per  cent,  gain 

First  $ale  amoiinted  to        ••       •    . 

287  shares  sold  iii  1797 

At  tweiityper  cenL  advance,  gain 


By  the  Republican  Administration  ia 
1802,  two  thousand  two  ivundred  and  ^^ 
twenty  shares  ...       -       -  ^'f^SH 

Add  45  per  cent,  advance,  gi^n   ^ 


So  that  the  United  Slates  gained  $72lM^ 
of  this  $399,600  has  been  received_by.the  Adifl^ 
istration  under  Jj/lu  Jefferson, 
sane  * 
atives, 
man 
on  this 


lioned  by  a  vole  of  the  House  of  ^^JF^L 
?s,  although  it  was  to  a  foreigner,  »'^*°f;^ 
,  Mr.  Baring;  and  our  Governm^^^gaiw 
w«  Ms  sale,  $399,600.  This  conduct  of  the  ^^ 
ernment  and  of  the  then  Republican  ^r:^L^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  did  ^^J^l^^^iJ. 
scrupljBs  about  the  constitutionality  o*  j°?  n^croo* 
If  It  was  deemed  unconstitutional  and  y^^f^ 
to  the  liberties  and  interests  of  the  peopi«i  *  .^^ 
not  for  those  who  entertained  t*jis®P*°*Kt  nlk*' 
it  countenance  i^nd  supporu    Thef  ougni  *• 
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to  have  taken  measures  to  have  checked  and 
Mopped  its  operatiods.  And  ^there  is  nothiDg  in 
the  argument  that  the  faith  of  the  Gorernment 
was  pledged  for  twenty  years,  and  the  law,  al- 
though unconstitutional,  could  not  have  been  re- 
Saled.  For  Congress  cannot  pledge  the  faith  of 
overnment  by  an  unconstitutional  law.  If  Con- 
?;ress  should  establish  a  monarchical  government 
n  any  State  or  Territory,  and  by  law  ffuaranlee 
it  to  the  people  for  twenty  years,  would  any  oae 
dare  to  contend  that  the  faith  of  Grovernment  was 
pledged  for  twenty  years,  and  this  law  could  not 
be  repealed?  Certainly  not.  And  why?  Be- 
cause such  a  law  would  be  unconstitutional.  It 
would  be  the  dutv  of  the  Legislature  to  repeal  it, 
because  the  members  are  sworb  to  su))port  the 
Constitution?  And  how  will  gentlemen,  who 
have  been  members  of  this  Hou^e  many  years, 
and  entertaining  the  opinion  that  this  charter  was 
k  violation  of  the  ConstitntioUj  and  voting  to  ap- 
probate the  sale  of  the  bank  stocky  and  for  other 
measures  to  countenance  its  operation,  and  never 
attempting  to  rid  the  cotintry  of  this  monster,  re- 
concile their  conduct  with  their  duty?  It  can 
only  be  reconciled  by  the  conclusion  that  they 
did  DOt  question  the  constitutionalitv  of  the  char- 
ter. Thi5  conclusion  is  warranted  py  the  act  of 
Coogress,  passed  16th  of  February,  1804— rLaws 
United  States,  volume  7,  page  87,  in  these  words, 
tatitled  "  An'act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  in- 
(iorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States: 

**  JBe  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  t^^e* 
9ent€itive$  of  the  united  States  of  America  m  juon- 
greta  assembled^  That  the  President  and  Directors  of 
Oie  Bank  of  tiie  IJnited  8Utes  shall  be  and  th^y  M'e 
heroby  authorized  to  establiffh  ofiicet  of  discount  and 
dbpotfite,  in  aay  part  of  the  territories  or  dependencies 
of  the  Unitod  6t*tee,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  lenns 
yneacribed  in  tho  act  to  which  this  is  a  tapplemtot^^ 

If  the  original  law  was  unconstfiotional,  this 
act  extending  the  powets  of  the  corporation  was 
equally  unconstittttiona).  This  act  was  passed. 
by  a  BLepoblican  Congress,  who  did  not  believe 
that  the  original  charter  was  unconstitutional.  It 
k  but  ktely,  very  latelv,  that  Constitutional  (Zif- 
fle olties  have  suggested  themselves  to  some  gen- 


tieintii.  Even  at  this  time,  the  Administration 
bma  no  objection  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
ineafture.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Treasory,  the  proper  officer  to  speak  the  opinion 
of  the  Executire  upon  thi$  question,  is  my  nu- 
tbority  forthe  assertion,  that  the  Executive  will 
IraTe  DO  Constitutional  difficulties  to  encounter  in 
passing  a  bill  for  the  renewal  of  this  charter. 
That  report  was  made  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
this  Hoa$e,  and  has  been  laid  upon  our  tables.  It 
nates  no  objections  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter, 
bot  points  out  the  advantages  the  Government 
have  derived  from  this  bank,  and  hereafter  may 
derive,  if  it  shall  be  eontintted.  How  is  it  that 
tbis  report  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Upon  a  question  of  financial  economy^  is  not  re- 
apected  as  were  his  reports  in  former  times  ?  Has 
he  lost  his  talents  at  calculation  ?  Does  he  tell 
uawelcome  truths,  or  is  there  something  '*  rotten 


in  Denmark  V  Great  exertions  have  been  made 
to  excite  sensibilities  and  clamor  against  the  re* 
newal  of  this  charter.  The  money  changers, 
stock  brokers,  and  speculators,  vultures  that  prey 
upon  the  vitals  of  the  community,  have  been  fly- 
ing through  the  country',  denouncing  all  who 
should  express  or  entertain  an  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  But,  I  trust,  we  are  npt  yet  arrived 
to  that  period  in  the  history  of  our  Government, 
when  Congress  must  legislate  under  the  hissings 
of  the  gallery,  or  thedenuncialions  of  prostituted 
or  misguided  presses.  If  we  are,  sir,  we  may  bid 
adieu  to  our  liberties.  Unawed  by  these  vatici- 
nations, it  becomes  us  to  examine  patiently,  and 
decide  deliberately,  this  great  question  presented 
to  our  coQsideration  for  decision. 

In  examining  this  question,  we  are  naturally- 
led  to  inquire.  Is  an  institution  of  this  nature,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  country,  necessary — is  it 
proper?  And}  in  pursuing  this  inquirv,  let  me 
recur  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  pf  tne  Treas* 
ury",  and  see  if  the  aid  of  this  institutioo  is  re« 
quired  in  the  administration  of  the  financial  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  Will  not  his  ex- 
perience enable  him  to  answer  the  question 
correctly  ?  To  what  better  authority  shalt  we 
fesojrt?  What  are  the  principal  duties  of  the 
Treasury  Department?  The  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transmissiob,  and  disbursement  of  public 
moneys.  For  performing  all  these  duties,  this 
banknas  been  the  efficient  and  faithful  agent. 
'In  twenty  years  past,  it  has  collected  and  disburs- 
ed, at  its  own  risk,  not  less  than  $100,000,000 
public  moneys — if  you  allow  the  revenue  to  have 
averaged  $5,000,000  a  year,  it  would  amount  to 
this  sum  received  in;  and  same  amount  traps* 
mitted  and  disbursed  amounts  to  $200,000,000  in 
twenty  yealrs.  Having  a  greater  capital  thaa 
any  other  company  in  the  country,  tne  public 
money  is  more  secure  with  this  company  thaa 
any  other.  It  then  assists  essentially  in  the  safe- 
keeping ofthe  money,  and  this,  the  report  tells  us, 
is  one  of  Jts  advantages  to  the  Government.  But 
its  more  essential  assistance  to  the  Government  is 
in  the  collection  and  transmission  of  the  revenue 
at  its  owi^'risk.  Our  revenues  are  secured  by 
bonds,  and  these  bonds  are  payable  at  this  banlc 
and  its  branches,  in  the  different  ports  of  collec- 
tion. They  are  accordingly  lodged  in  the  bank 
for  payment,  and,  when  due,  they  mtist  be  punc- 
tually paid,^or  the  debtor  loses  his  credit  at  the 
bank,  and,  of  course,  in  the  commercial  world. 
Hence^  every  exertion  is  made  to  pay  at  the  time' 
the  bond  becomes  due;  and  hence  our  revenue 
has  been  paid  with  such  scrupulous  punctuality, 
and  so  few  losses.  And^  is  it  not  an  object  of 
maprnitude,  that  we  provide  for  the  safe  and  sure 
collection  of  our  revenues,  which,  in  prosperous 
years,  may  amount  to  eighteen  or  twenty  millions 
of  dollars? 

Put  down  this  bank,  and  how  then  are  your 
revenuies  to  be  collected  ?  Through  the  medium 
of  the  State  banks  ?  You  do  what  no  prudent 
man,  in  his  individual  concerns,  would  think  of 
doin^..  You  discard  a  faithful,  honest,  responsi- 
ble agent,  whose  integrity  and  fidelity  you  have 
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known  for  twenty  years,  and  you  place  your  es- 
tate in  the  hands  and, at  the  disposal  of  twenty  or 
thirty  entire  stransers,  of  whose  character  and 
responsibility  you  Know  nothing,  nor  have  the 
meani  of  acquiring  any  knowledge,  and  ov^r 
whose  conduct  you  have  no  control.  Should  an 
individual  act  thus  with  his  property,  he  would 
be  deeined  to  have  lost  all  regard  for  it,  if  not 
considered  a  madman.  In  resorting  to  the  State 
banks,  we  are  offering  the  amount  oTour  revenue 
as  n  bounty  lor  intrigues,  cabals,  and  factions 
through  the  country.  In  almost  every  State 
there  are  a  number  of  banks,  and  each  will  en- 
deavor to  get  the  revenue  collected  jn  that  State, 
to  keep  and  trade  with.  It  must  be  ^iveu  to  one, 
or  divided  among  them  all.  If  one  is  selected  as 
the  favorite,  all  the  rest  become  jealous,  dissatis- 
fied, and  exert  tlieir  capital  and  influence  against 
the  favorite  Bank  and  its  patron, the  Government. 
This  will  awaken  a  spirit  of  faction  in  every  $tate 
yet  unknowa.in  this  jcountry.  If  all  are  to  be 
gratified  In  their  request  for  the  deposites,  the 
Government  miist  open  separate  accounts  with 
all  the  different  banks  in  the  country,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  or  sixty;  and  new  companies  will 
be  formed,  and  new  applicants  request  to  divide 
the  business  and  share  the' profits.  Indeed,  th^re 
will  be  no  end  to  the  scenes  of  speculation  and 
intrigue,  which  will  sooil  appear,  if  this  course  is 
adopted  by  the  Government.  * 

Again :  the  Government  have  no  means  of  as- 
certaining the  system  or  principles  upon  which 
these  difierent  ))anks  conduct  their  business ;  they 
are  creatures  of  the  States,  and  inno  way^ian- 
swerable  to  the  General  Government.  The 
Treasury  cannot  inspect  their  books,  nor  ascer- 
tain their  funds;  of  course  we  must  be  ignorant  of 
their  responsibility.  And  yet  we  are  to  deposite 
moneys  1(1  their  hands,  to  fiveuor  ten  times  the 
amount  of  their  capital.  But  few  of  the  State 
banks  have  a  capitsu  beyond  a  million.  In  New 
York  and  Boston^  the  revenue  deposites  may 
amount  to  five  or  six  millions  a  year ;  and  ate  we 
to  intrust  this  with  a  corporation,  which,  if  it  fail-, 
ed,  would  not  pay  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  it  1 
Besides,' you  may  not  be  able  to  command  these 
moneys  when  required,  if  kft  with  those  over 
whom  you  have  no  power.  It  is  possible  some 
of  these  State  institutions  may  be  nontile  to  yuur 
Government;  they  may  refuse  payment, and  this 
refusal  be  supported  by  the  State.  Shall  we  place 
our  public  treasure  under  the  control  of  States 
which  can  order  out  their  militia  to  oppqse  and 
resist  the  execution  of  our  laws,  or  refuse  their 
aid  to  enforce  them  ? 

But,  suppose  the  revenue  collected  and  safely 
kept  by  these  different  banks,  how  is  it  to  be  saf^- 
Iv  and  speedily  transmitted  to  different  parts  of 
tne  Union  to  answer  the  demands  of  Govern- 
ment, and  at  whose  risk  and  expense?.  Can  the 
opponents  of  this  bill  obviate  this  difficultv  t.  It 
is  a  difficulty  of  a  two-fold  nature,  first  in  finding 
a  safe  tnode  of  conveyance^  and,  secondly, a  con- 
venient medium  to  transmit.    Specie  <:ann6t  be 


States, as  the  bills  of  this  bank  do?  Caroliot 
and  Kentucky  bills  are  unknown,  and  would  not 
pass  in  New  Vorl^  and  Boston  ;  and  New  York 
bills  would  not  pa^s  in  Kentucky  or  CaroliDa. 
New  England  bills  do  not  pass  in  New  York  bat 
at  a  considerable  discount.  But,  under  the  pre»> 
ent  system,  if  Government  have  five  millioos de- 
posited in  Boston,  and  it  is  required  to  be  paidtt 
New  Orleans,  a  draft  is  given  by  thebraoch  io 
Boston,  upon  that  in  New  Orleans, and  tbeinoDey 
is  paid  at  the  latter  place  as  soon  as  the  mail  cm 
travel  there. 

Again :  if  the  Government  is  to  take  the  risk 
of  collecting  and  distributing  the  revenue,  letos 
inquire,  what  this  can  be  done  for?  Therereoue 
amounts  to,  say  ten  millions  dollars,  collectedaod 
paid  out  annually;  and  allow  one  and  aihalf  per 
cent,  for  transmitting,  as  low  a  rate  as  it  would 
be  done  for,  and  this,  on  twenty  millions,  Imoaou 
to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  a  soa 
equal  to  our  civil  list. 

But  another  seriouB  evil  is  to  be  encountered  ia 
putting  down  this  bank — you  deprive  the  coootrf 
at  once  of  a  circulating  medium.  Silver  in 
gold  cannot  be  had— and  what  paper,  but.ti)it  of 
the  United  States'  Bank,  wilt  pass  carreflt  in 
every  part  of  the  Union  ?  None.  You  can  obi- 
ride,  in  twenty  four  hourswthe  credit  of  any  oihec 
bank  in  the  country.  This  evil  will  be  most  se- 
riously felt  in  the  interior.  It  will  at  oQcecbeei 
emigration  from  the  North  and  East  to  the  Wwt. 
For  those  who  wish  to  remiove  will  not  be  aWc 
to  sell  their  property;  it  will  fall  essentiaiijr la 
value ;  and,  if  they  should  sell,  coin  not  being  m 
circulation,  they  could  not  procure!  any  p»P«^ 
money  which  would  pass  current  to  pay  ^^^ J^' 
penses  of  travelling  from  Massachusetts  to  Obio 
and  Tennessee;  and  if  they  should  arrive (bei^ 
they  would  have  nothing  to  purchase  Uad  witJi* 
The  sales  of  puc  land  must  sto^  for  auffl^^' 
lea^t  until  specie  can  be  brought  into  circaUwo, 
fqr  specie  only  is  uken  in  payment;  this  cotaei 
now  through  banks— but  the  banks  will  reqwrf 
it  all  for  their  own  support.  ,. 

And  will  not  the  people  inguire,  whfiH.wj** 
pressure  and  embarrassment?  They  certtw*/ 
will.  And  will  they  be  satisfied  with  ti»«**5,*^ 
that  the  bank  was  uuconalitutional  and  could  ooi 
therefore  be  continued  ?  No ;  they  wilU<>l  ^ 
lieve  it.  They  will  justly  replv,  that  ""•»«*" 
of  things  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  »"<» J[^ 
vided  for  by  their  rulers,  as  it  might  hare  bc»* 
In  the  ten  past^years  of  peace,  plenty,  and  pwjj 
perity,  wbich  we  have  experienced,  lo«'**^  v^ 
vising  a  system  to  take  the  place  of  the  pr»^ 
bank  on  the  5th  of  Maroh,  what  have  tb«/«*JS 
done?  They  seem  never  to  have  oocc  tboo^ 
of  the  event  that  is  now  about  to  happen »  Jl 
the  acts  of  Government  the  country  ''•*».**^|jj 
eree,  been  deprived  of  the  capital  ^^^  JJ^n 
have  been  here  to  meet  the  crisis.  About  ta  j 
million  dollars  have  been  sent  out  of  the  co 
try,  and  much  of  it  in  specie,  to  P«f  7*  PJia. 

for 


(ry^.ana  mucn  01  11  m  specie,  w  V^(\ 
debt,  when  payment  was  not  demanded. 


procured;  and  what  State  bank  bilh,  if  sent,   te^nal  taxes  have  been  repealed,  and  'j^^^A^ 
would  pass  curretit  in  every  part  of  the  United  I  revenue  has  bee&  made  on  imposUfnd  mvir> 
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which  are  now  about  to  fail  iw,  and  that,  too, 
when  the  Tteasur?  is  nearly  exhaast^d,  Forj 
after  paying  the  $2,750,060  to  this  bank,  there 
wiU  not  remain  much  more  than  this  aroopnt  in 
the  Trea»ury.  The  rerenue  bon'ds  outstanding, 
to  the  amount  of  about  ten  million  dollars,  will 
not,  cannot,  be  paid  if  bank  accommodations  are 
to  stop.  Recourse  roust  be  had  toloans,  the  last 
resort  of  empty  purses  and  empty  heads— and  a 
press  for  mone^,  and  itabigh  price,  will  render 
loans  difficult  to  be  efiecled,and  subject  the  Gov- 
ernment to  a  hi^  rftte  uf  interest. 

These  considerations  auggest  t6  us  the  imperi- 
oos  necessity  of  continuing  the  operations  of  this 
bank,  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  deemed 
most  advisable,  and  -thus  to  keep  ja  motion  the 
present  system  of  credit,  and  support  the  existing 
principles  of  doing  business  throughout  the 
country. 

And  what  are  the  reasons  for  iefusing< a  renewal 
of  this  charter  ?  Let  them-  be  examined,  and,  ua 
Jess  they  are  solid  and  substantial,  let  them  not 
prevail.  One  ^asop  assigned  is,  that  it-  emr 
ploys  a  foreign  capital,  whicji  Is  iojuribus  to  our 
country,!  ,      , 

This  is  not  an  objection  of  any  weight;  and,  if 
it  were,  have  Coogress  the  power  to  pr9bibit  the 
employment  of  foreign  capital  in  the  United^ 
States  ?  If  we  prevent  it  from  being  employed 
in  this  bank  it  may  go  into  the  State  banks,  or 
take  any  other  direction,  not  prohibited  by  the 
Constitution  or  lawsof  the  country.  .  But  it  has 
ever  been  the  liberal  policy  of  thi^  Govern rtient 
to  invite  foreign  capital,  and  foreigners^  to  come 
among  us.  ,  *       ' 

Gentlemen  seem  to  consider  that  pojrtion  of  this 
stock,  held  by  foreigners,  as  having  bo  other  coo' 
nexioo  with  our  own  citizens  than' com pelliog 
them  10  pay  eight  per  cent,  per  annum  interest 
for  it.  '     ^ 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  see  hpW  this  money,^  to 
the  amount  of  seven  millioors  two  hundred  tjioU'^ 
sand  dollars,  owned,  by  foreigners,  is  e^iployed, 
and  the  objection  urged  pn  this  ground  must  van- 
ish.   It  will  not  be  denied  but  thai  it  is  used  in 
trade.    And  it  is  wanted  here  to  make  cash  pay- 
ments for  shipments  made  to  Europe.    This  en» 
ables  the  American  merchant -to  make  prompt 
payment  for  ;he  ^oods  he  imports  (rota  Europe. 
by  which  be  obtains  (heln,  say  eight  per  cent,  be- 
low the  credit  price,  while  he,  instead  of  obtain- 
ing this  credit  in  Eurppe,- obtains  it  at  tUe^baok 
for  six  per  cent.    Here,  then,  is  a  difference  of  two 
per  cenu  in  favor  of  the  American  merchant. 
This,  on  seven  miliions  two  iiundred  thbusand 
d<41ars,  amounts'to  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  dollars  a  year — in  twenty  years,  lo  two' 
millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars.   This  is  one  itetn  ^aved  in  retainincr  this 
capital  in  this  institution— and  $1,200,000,  the 
soar  to  be  paid  by  those  stocl^hoiders  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  continuing  their  capital  in  this  tmnlc/is 
another  item-^-and  another,  larger  than  either  of 
these, b  the  advance*  upon  the  stock  proposed  to 
be  subscribed  by  the  United  States,  which  may 
be  estimated    at   92,000,000.     These  together, 
]lthCoK.  SdSfiss.— )S0 


amouoted  to, $6,080,000,  which  the  Gfoviernment 
and  citizens  of  this  country  \yill  receive  by  pass- 
ing this  bill.  So  far,  this  would  be  raising  a 
reveni^c,  and  not  liable  to  any  Constitutional  ob- 
jection.    .  -^ 

But,  it  is  said,  this  capital  has  an  influence 
Upou  elections  unfriendly  to  liberty.  Whatever 
may  have  formerly  been  the  politictll  influence  of 
this  ia^titiition,  the  competition  of  bankiiig  busi- 
ness has*  long  since  rendereti  it  harmless  as  a  po* 
litical  engine.  But,  while  gentlemen  complain 
of  its  aceomipodartio^s  being  partial,  they  propose  - 
the  singular  remedy  of  destroying  them  entirely; 
because  it  has  committed  the  faiiit  of  not  accom- 
modating eye^ybody^  it  must  now  cease  to  accom- 
tpodate  anybody. 

If  we  have  not  too  much  capita),  our  citizens 
will  find  a  profitable  use  for  thjs.  That  this  is 
wanted  and  eng^ed  in  business  is  incontestably 
proved'  by  the^dividends  which  this  bank  has 
made,  of  eifirht  and  nine  per  cent  profit.  If  the 
charter  shal|  expire  on  the  4th  of  March,  this  ten 
million  dollars  capital,  which  may. and  probably 
will  be  collected  in  specie,  wlU  be  again  thrown 
into  circulation  here  or  sent  oiit  of  the  country. 

Suppose  It  retained  here,  what  are  we  to  gain 
or  lose  by  the  experiment  ?  *      ' 

The  scar6ity  of  specie  consequent  to  this  ope- 
ration, will  appreciate  its  value,  and,  in  like  pro- 
.  portion,  .depreciate  the  price  of  every  other  kind 
of -.property — say  thirty  per  cent.  These  A>reign 
stockholders,  having  seven  millions  two  hundred 
thoutiand  dollars  in  specie,  will  be  able  to  specu- 
late on  the  distresses,  of  yotir  own  -citizens.  They 
will  be  the  gainers,  we  the  lose;rs.  H  they  can 
make  by  the  bargain,  as  they  undoubtedly  may, 
thirty  percent* — ihis,  on  seven  mill  ion  two  hun- 
nred  thousand  dollars,  would  Amount  to  two-mil- 
lions one  hundred  B,ad  sixty  thousand  ■  dollars, 
which,  added  to  the  present  capital,  would  be  nine 
millions  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol-- 
lars.  This  amount^  vested  ii|  any  other  bank 
stock,  or  valuable  property,  would  continue  to 
yield  them«ight  percent,  profit  annually.  This, 
on  nine  millions  three  hundred  ai^d  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,' amounts  to  seVen  hundred  and  for- 
ty-four thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year — 
pne  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  mor^  in  a  yeafj  than  they  would  re- 
ceive by  continuing  their  capital  in  this  bank.  It 
is  evident  that  a  refusal  to  renew  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  not*  prevent 
the  use  of  foreign  capital  among  us,  as  has  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  a  renewal.  I  do 
not  allude  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
BURWCLL,)  he  does  not  consider  it  an  objection 
that  so  much  of  this  stock  is  owned  by  foreign- 
ers. But,  let  us,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that,  on 
a  dissolution  of  this  bank,  thia  capital  goes  out 
of  the  country  ^  it  is  owned  byr  proprietors  who 
reside  in  England,  where  bulliooi  is  fifteen  per 
cent,  above  their  paper  currency,  and  if  this  seven 
nliillions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be 
sent  to  Europe,  it  would  drain  nearly  all  the  spe- 
cie from  the  country.  Unless  it  can  be  employ- 
ed here  to  more  advantage,  it  will,  as  an  article 
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of  merchandise,  leave  the  country  for  a  better 
market.  But  it  will,  at  any  rate,  be  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  may  not,*after  the  refusal  to  renew 
the  charter,  feel  very  solicitous  to  aid  the  ojiera- 
tiofts  of  your  GbTernment,  or  relieve  the  distress- 
es of  the  people,  by  sending  this  specie  into  cirou- 
lation  amonff  us.  We  should  require  strong  ar- 
guments, indeed,  to  induce  us  to  adept  a  measure 
which  may  at  once  drive  o,ut  of.  the  country,  or 
lock  up,  so  large  a  portion  of  the  specia  capital.. 
Whether  it  goes  out  of  the  countiry)  or  remainis 
for  a  year  inactive  b^re,  the  effect. upon'  the  com- 
munity will  be  the  same.  The  great  demand  and 
high  price  of  specie  will  depress  the  price  of  every, 
kind  of  stock  and  every  species  of  property ;  our 
wheat,  cotton,  hemp,  tobacco,  ^nd  every"  article  of 
produ6e,must  suffer  a  depression  of  at  least  ten  per 
cent^,  perhaps  not  ind  a  market  at  any  price. 
The  nation  will  be/subjected  at  once  to  the  loss 
of  a  sum  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
whole  capital  of  this  bank.  For  the  amount  of 
produce  and  merchandise  in  the  country  may  be 
estimated  at  one  hundred  fnillions  doifars;  alos» 
of  teti  per  cent,  wodld  be  ten  mill i one  dollars,  a 
sum  equal  to  our  revenues  for  one  ye^f.  By 
whom  is  this  loss  to  be  sustained  7  By  the  mer- 
chants? No ;  it  will  fall  {ipon  the  farmers,  the 
mamifacturers;  and  mechanics;  your  rich  mon- 
eyed capitalists  are  safe— nay,  they  are  the  only 
men  who  will  profit  by  such  a  state  of  confusion 
and  distress. 

When  {advocate  a  continuance  of  the  present 
system,  L  advocate  the  inteifest  of  the  farmer^ 
the  mechanic,  and  even  the  laborer,  Who  alone 
must  suffer  most  severely,  by  the  experiment  of 
breaking  up  this  bank  and  your  present  syart em  of 
paper  credit.  Of  this  we  may  all  be  conviuced 
when  too  late  to  temedy  the  evil.  The  effect  it 
may  produce  may  bt  entirely  tlifferent  from  what 
the  opponents  to  this  bill  m>w  bdleve.  Instead 
of  a  blessing,  it  may  prove  a  scourge  and  a  curse 
to  the  country.  Politicians,  we  all  know,  are 
liable  to  err  in  their  calcplations,^and  often  mis- 
take th^  real  bearing  and  effect  of  their  meas- 
ures upon  the  community.  The  "furkish" Gov- 
ernment once  devised  and  adopted  an  infallible 
expedient,  as  the  rulew  believed,  to  prevent  a 
s<;arcity  of  corn,  by  prohibiting  tne  expohation 
of  this  article.  But  the  consequence  of  this  fa- 
Ytirite  nieasure  was  a  famine,  want,  and  calami- 
ity,  instead  of  plenty  add  happiness. 

And  are  centleraen,  who  are  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  this^  charter,  quite  sure  whiat  will  be 
the  consequence  of  stopping  at  once  the  opera- 
tions of  this  bank?  I  apprehend  not.  *  They  all 
admit  it  will,  for  a  tim^,  occasion  some  embar- 
rassment to  our  citizens  and  our  Treasury,  but 
they  differ  as^  to  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  tell 
us  that  ail  the  calamity  is  to  be  far  outweighed 
bv  the  blessings  which  are  to  follow;  and  amone 
other  blessings  which,  are  to  result,  is  the  check 
which  is  to  be  given  to  trade.  We  are  told  that 
there  is  too  much  credit,  and  too  much  trade, 
that  failures  are  continually  occurring^  and  that 
although  the  merchant  fail,  the  farmer  bears  the 
loss.    A  single  glance  at  the  manner  of  transact- 


ing business  m  our  commercial  towns  mast  con- 
vince any  gentleman  that  when  a  merchant  stops 
paymentj^  he  is  seldom  indebted  to  the  farmer. 
His  credit  contracts  ar^  witb  the  banktf  and  mer- 
cbantst  in  town :  instead  of  purchasing  produce 
from  the  farmer  upon  credit,^tae  merchant  obtaios 
a  credit  at  the  bank,  procures  bills,  and  is  in  this 
way  able  to  purchase. from  the  farmer  for  readjr 
money;  and  if  the  merchant  failsw  his  creditors  in 
town,'not  in  the  couutry,  are  generally  the  suf- 
ferers. By  lessening  or  destroying  bank  accom- 
modation, you  tranisfer  the  credit  frotn  thecitjr 
to  the  country.  .  Then  if  a  merchant  should  fail, 
his  creditors  in  the  country,  the  farmers,  would 
suffer.  Should  this  be  the  effect  of  puttiogdown 
this  bank,  the  agrieulturist  who  now  sells  his 
wheat,  hemn,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  fbr  cash,  will 
be  compelled  to  sell  upon  t;redit,  and  ukethe 
risk  of  failure  from  the  banks  and  merchants  to 
bimself.  Is  this  the  manner  in  which  trade  is  to 
be  lessened  by  stopping  bank  credit? 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  we  have  too  maeb 
paper  in  circulation.    Admit  it.    The  destnte- 
tioD  of  this  bank,  will  increase,  not  diminish,  the 
quantity  of  circulating  bank  pat)er;  and  Icoii- 
sider  the  embarrassment  'uhicb  must  immedi- 
ately follow  the  closing  of  the  concerns  of  this 
instltutioQ.  as  the  least  of  tbe  evih  the  commo- 
nity  will  experience  from  a  refusal  to  reaewihe 
chart^er.    Congress  may  indel^d  prevent  the  ooe- 
ration  of  this  bank  after  the  4ih  of  March,  m 
Congresi^  can  n^either  prevent  a  spirit  of  trade, 
nor  subdue  the  passion  for  specuUiion.  For, 
while  we  are  debating  the  expediency  of  destroy* 
ing  this  bank,  in  order  to  free  the  country  from 
the  mischiefs  of  an  extended  bank  credit,  vefiod 
new  banks  .springing  into  existence  in  erery 
direSction.    We  have  qo  ie5s  than  fire  bills  now 
on  OUT-  table  for  incorporating  this  numhcr  of 
banks  in  this  ten-mtle-sqbare  District.    Ab<1  j^^ 
gentlertian  from.  Virginia  (Mr.  Borwbll)  has 
told  us  that  these  applicatioiis  are  an  evidence  of 
capital  or  of  corruption,  but  I  consider  them 
rather  as  evidence  ot  theuesiroyingspiritof  spec- 
Illation,  which  threatens  to  stafnd  upon  ^^^^'^f 
of  the  United  States'  Bank  till  the  codntry  shaU 
be  overwhelmed  with  new  emissions  of  pp«' 
from  tb^e  new  manufactories.    The  baoks^" 
tablished  by  the  State  Legislatirres  will  scramtrte 
fbr  tbe  privilege  of  filling  the  chasm  to  be  m«« 
by  the  dertruclion  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  Vnm 
State*.    Already  are  they  preparing  for  the  pat- 
riotic endeavor.    Oof  State  Legislatures  arc  to 
be  importuned  to  become  bank  jobbers  add  jo'oi 
undertakers  and   copartners  in  the  enterprise. 
The  profits  are  to  furnish  revenues  ^^^^^\l 
satisfy  both  avarice  and  ambition.    NotnitB- 
standing  the  provision  in  the  Constiiulioo,  iw 
no  State  shall  "  emit  bills  of  credit,"  we  find  al- 
most every  State  in  the  Uaion  »«»^«''^^^*r^'J 
banks,  authorizing   corporations  to  i^°*    .j^i 
bills,  which,  so  far  as  they  exceed  tbe  capi» 
upon  which  they  are  issued,  are  in  ^^^^^^^^^ 
bills  of  credit.    Several  States  own  stock  lo  tn^ 
banks,  and,  as  such  stockholders,  are  resppusiwe 
for  the  payment  of  these  bills.  PennsylTtw»» 
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Vfr^ioia.  and  Yerniobt,  are  large  stockholders  in 
their  State  banks;  New  York  and  North  Caro- 
lina have  also  an  interest  iii  some  of  their  banks. 
The  States  eannot  be  restrained,  lior  is  it  tp  be 
wished  that  they  should  be  prohibited  altogether 
'      irom  inccirporaiing  banks.    Jjut  what  difHeulties 
*      are  we  to  experience  in  resorting  to  these  numer- 
'-      ons  and  conflicting  Institutions  for  the  collection, 
safe-keepin^i  and  transmission  of- our  reyenues? 
s      The  deposites  of  the  QoTernment  will  render 
'•      banking  profitable  to  theiarorite  bank  that  re- 
^      6eives  them.    The  aid  of  the  Oovernoent  wjll 
"      make  this  bank  superior  in  fqnds^and  credit  to 
1      any  of  the  others  which  do  tot  share  this  solid 
!      patronage.     Tb is  will  produce  jealousies  and 
I      collisions  of  interests  between  banks  in  the  same 
i      State,  and  thus  form  cabals  against  the  State  and 
K      General  Governments.    It  will  not  stop  here, 
i.      bat  will  extend^  from  State  to  St^te.    If 'th6 
States  and  State  banks  aire  to  regulate  trade  in 
I     cbe  article  of  paper  money,  they  may  nre^cribe 
J      the  terms.    To  give  the  preference  to  their  own 
f      piper,  they  may  exclude  that  of  any  otfher  l^tate 
from  cirealatioo  among  them,  in  the  same  way 
c     that    the  paper  of  unincorporated  banks  is , eat- 
eluded  by  some  States,  and  bills  of  a  certam 
r     amount  from  others. 

r  The  great  commercial  States  will  bav«r  in 
their  power  the  paper  of  the  3mall  and  agricul- 
tural States.  For  whe^e  there  is  most  trade, 
there  the  most  current  bills  will  be  the  most  val- 
uable. The  bills  of  New  York  and  Pennsylva* 
nia,  from  the  great  trade  and  frequent  intercourse 
between  their  capital  cities,  would  be  in  greater 
[  demand  than  any  other;  the  bills  of  either  State 
I  would  pass  current  i^  the  other,  and  this  would 
give  tbem  a  credit  abd  currency  superior  to  all 
other  bills.  The^  would,  of  course,  drive  the 
others  out  of  the  marJtet,  And,  sir,. it  is.po&n- 
ble  thlt  other  banks  tnay  attempt  to  ma^e  up  in 
the  quantitv  of  their  paper  the  deficiency  in  its 
qua! it V  and  credit^  and  all  may  overtrt^de  their 
capital,  discount  far  beyond  their  funds,  until  a 
general  depreciatioo  of  their  paper  shall  produce 
generaf  failure,  and  universal  distrust  m  all  paper 
credit.  It  is.  the  duty  of  the  Government,  if  in 
their  power,  to  avert  such  a  state  of  confusion  i 
to  protect  and  preserve  the .  country  frpm  sOch 
cbnojiltcated  ruin.  But  we  are  Mmt  to  invite, 
and  precipitate  this  destruction  by  throwing 
away  the  only  means  we  possess  to  prevent'  it. 
Stop  this  banc,  and  what  check  is  there  then  to 
limit  the  discount  of  all  other  banks?  They 
may  issue  paper  to'  any  amount,  and  without 
funds  to  redeem  it.  There  may,  and  very  prob- 
ably win  be,  .a  eomdion  interest  and  feelinff 
among  them  to  uphold  each  other,  until  all  shall 
deem  It  advisable  to  fall  Hitherto  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  by  it^  large  capital,  and  the 
amount  of  its  specie  alwaya  on  hand,  has  con- 
fined the  discounts  of  other  banks  to  certaii^  lim- 
its, and  compelled  them  to  observe  some  propor- 
tion between  their  loans  and  actual  funds.  And 
in  this  wiy  it  has  served  as  a  barometer  to  ascfer- 
tain  the  credit  of  other  batiks,  as  a  regulator  to 
keep  chem  within  such  bounds  as  might  be  safe 


to' the  community.    But  take  away  this  regu- 
lator, and  the  other  banks  may  go  on  without 
fear  or  restraint  to  loan  millipns,  without  having 
a  dollar  in  their  vaults,  until  all  will  be  reduced 
to  bankruptcy,  as  we  have  alreadv  witnessed,  ia 
sorpe  parts  of  New  England.    We  have  been 
told  by  gentlemen  that  this  bank  has  been  the 
Cause  of  the  excess  of  bank  paper,  which  has 
prevailed  in  some  of  the  Eastern  States.    This 
1  deny:    What  has  been  the  conduct  of  banks  in 
that'q^uarter  ?    A  considerable  number  of  banks 
were  established  in  th^  interior  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire.    And  they  went  on  to  is- 
sue their  bills  to  a  great  aolouBt,  without  regard 
to  their  actual  funds,, and  without  ai^y  specte  to 
redeem  thein.    And  had  these  bills  circulated 
only  in  places  where  banks  were  conducted  in  a 
manner  equally  loose  and  unprincipled,  the  im- 
position would  not  have  been  readily  detected ; 
but  when  these  bills  appeared  at  the  branch  bank 
of  the  United  States,  their  reial  value  was  tested; 
thev  were  returned,  and  the  system  of  banking ' 
w.ithout  specie  or  capital  was  broken  up  and  de- 
'strbyed.    It  Will  hardly  be  contended  that  our 
revenues  would  have'1)een  perfectly  secure  in 
these  banks.    And  what  assuraiice  have  we  that 
they  will  be  niore  safe  in  the  others  ?    The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  eannot  limit  their 
discounts,  inspect  their  books,  or  ascertain  the 
.state  of  their  funds,  or  the  principles  u[>on  which 
they  act.    It  never  can  be  seriously  insisted,  that 
it  w^ould  be  advisable  to  deposite^the  public  mon- 
eys in  this  manner.    It  would  be  offering  the 
revenues  of  the  Gofvernment  as  a  bounty  for 
hank  factions  and-  bat^k  frauds.  ^  And  why  shall 
we  be  driven  lo  make,  these  dangerous,  ruinous 
experiment^  ?    We  experience  nd  hardships,  no 
real  difficulties  growing  out  of  our  present  sys- 
tem.   If  we  continue  it,  none  are  tp  be  appre- 
hended.   We  shall  preserve  a  paper  mediumi 
well  known  and  lo))g  i^pproved ;  with  which  the 
people  of  this  country  are  well  satisfied.    For 
not  a  single  remonstrance  has  been  offered  against 
continuing  4he  operations  of  this  babk,  while  > 
thousands  of  petitioners  have  solicited  Congress 
to  renew  the  charter.    Nothing  but  considera- 
tions of  the  most  iknperioiis  nature  should  induce 
Congress  at  this  time  to  refute  a  renewal  of  this 
cbarter,  and  thtis  compel'  the  extensive  moneyed 
•operations  of  this  company  to  stop  atonce.  The 
situation  of  the  country  is  at  this  period  pecu- 
liarly unfavorable.  If  not  unequal  to  such  an  ope- 
ration. ^  But  a  small  amount  of  specie  in  circula- 
tion, and  the  course  of  exchan^  continually  les- 
sening the  quantity,  draining  it  from  the  coun- 
try; a  lar^e  portion  of  the  merchants'  property 
seized  in  EurQpe;  our  Treasury  nearly  exhausted; 
a  nQn-importation  about  to  be  adopted;  our  rev- 
enue to  be  thus  eut  off;  our  Army  and  Navy 
expenditures  to  be  increased;  and, in  this  state 
of  our  national  affairs,  we  lire  about  to  destroy 
all  corifidence  in  paper  credit;  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ure which  must  produce  general  di^ppointmenL 
fiiilureS)  and  bankruptcv.    However  unconcerned 
i^nd  secure  some  gentlemen  may  feel  about  the 
consequences  which  may  result  from  such  a  state 
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of  thiogs,  I  cannot  but  coatemplate  them  with 
the  tnost  fearful  apprehension.  Can  the  people 
extend  their  confidence  to  the  wisdom  and  expe- 
diency of  measures  which,  instead  of  prOmotinjr 
the  general  welfare,  produce  general  .distress? 
Why,  sir,  we  seem  to  cherish  as  liule  regard  for 
the  opinions  of  the  people  as  if  they  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Government.   . 

But  the  remedy  fpr  all  tbre  evik  growing  out 
of  this  breaking  down  measure,  is  to  be  foupd,  we: 
are  told  .by  some  of  its  advocates,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  National  Bank  upon  the  ruins  of 
this.  The  country  is  to  Jbe  subjected  to  the  spasms 
and  throes  of  death  and  birth,  9t  the  same  instant, 
in  order  to  preserve,,  by  this  bold  practice,  its 
Constituiion.  This  is  a  refine;ment  in  Stale  quack- 
ery, which  must  prove  fatal  to  the  patient^ 

Are  the  advocates  for  a  National  Bank  quite 
•ore  that  they  could  obtain  a  law  of  Congress  for 
in  establishment,  if  the  United  Stales  Bank  were 
out  of  the  question?  *  I  apprehend  not.  Many 
aerious;  if  not  inbormoontable  difficulties  would 
be  found  to  exist.  When  an  increased  demand 
formoney  should  have  rendered  it  scarce,  it  would 
illv  comfwrt  with  that  discretion  and  intelligence 
wnich  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  proceedinjjs. 
of  Congress,  to  i,B crease  the  scarcity  of  this  article 
by  enlarging  the  immediate  demand  for  it.  While 
<P4,000,000  would  be  employed  hi  closing  the 
concerns  of  one  bank,  $80,000,000  are  k)  be  called 
for  to  commence  the  operations  ofanoiher.  This 
would  be  levying  a  requisition  upon  all  the  cir- 
coiating  me^iuof  of  the  country  at  once.  It 
woold  create  a  demand  which  could  not  be  satis- 
fied. If  ibis  objection  could  be  removed,  there 
are  others  ptill  stronger  to  be  obviated.  It  would 
be  found  difficult  to  convii^c6  the  States  concern- 
ed in  banks  that  their  interests  are  to  be  promoted 
hy  a  great  rival  bank,,  with  a  capital  and  ability 
equal  to  tbe  management  of  all  the  banking  busi- 
ness in  the  country.  Will  tbe  ffreat  commercial 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
aylvania,  accede  to  this  measure?  They  will  not, 
unless  they  disregard  a4l  the  profits  they  might 
derive  by  ^iniliin^  to  give  credit  and  eurreticy  to 
the  paper  of-their  own  banks;  unless  they-neglect 
to  improve. the  advantage  they  would  in  such 
ease  have  over  tfe^other  States.  If  «ome  States 
now  recommend  to  their  Representatives  to  op-- 
pose  a  renewal  of  this  charter,  would  chey  be  less 
attentive  to  iheit  own  interests,  and  more  sparing 
of  their  advice,  when  a  National  Bank  should  be 
attempted?  No,  sir;  nor  would  their  recom- 
aiendations  be  less  regarded  than  upon  the  present 
occasion.  If  a  bank,  w^th  but  $10,000,000  capital, 
has  awakened  State  jealousies,  and  routed  to  ac- 
tion Slate  interests  against  it,  what  are  we  to  ex- 


aacceed  against  the  opposition  it  must  and  would 
encopnter.  Put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  however  essential  an  institution  of 
the  kind  may  be  found,  either  to  furnish  a  circu- 
lating medium  which  shall  pais^  current  through- 
out the  United  States,  or  aid  in  the  administration 


x)f  the  finances,  the  Government  will  not  have  tbe 
power  to  establbh  it.  A  Igw  for  the  purpose 
would  never  be  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  boik 
Houses  of  Congress.  And  it  we  cannot  cootioee 
the  present  bank  upon  any  terms,  no  other  oti^iit 
ever  tq  be  authorized. by  Congres^s.  For  to  wnat 
a'  state  of  things  might  a  new  Natiooel  Bank, 
with  twenty  or  thirty  millions  capital,  reduce  the 
country  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from 
this  time  ?  Its  stock  might  get  into  the  haods  ot 
foreigners,  or  be  owne<I^by  those  who  would  be 
jbund  in  the  opposition'  to  the  AdmioistratioB; 
and,  surely,  this  would  furnish  reanons  as  power- 
ful for  putting  down  the  National  Back  as  ibe 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  A.nd  the  cooitry 
would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  ^another  geoeril 
shock,  and  perhapk  destruction,  of  paper  credit. 
If  .we  have  Aot  atability  and  discretion  sufficieot 
to  continue  and  support  such  aa  instituiioD,  we 
most  certainly  i^hould  not  undertake  to  establish 
it.  For  \^e.are  exposing  the  country  to  alieroate 
affluen<!eand  penury— making  experiments ntio- 
ous  to  the^people  and  destructive  to  the  GoTem- 
meni. 

Some  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  corporatioD 
cat)  close  its  concerns' Without  occasiooiogaoy 
embarrassment  in  the  community.  If  the  trial  is 
to  be  made,  I  most  sincerely  wish  thev  may  not 
bse  mistaken  :  but  to, me  it  appears  latterly  imprac- 
ticable. The.  genileJian  trom  VirgiiHt  (Mr. 
Burwrll)  seems  to  tbink  that  the  shock  will  be 
jslight  and  scarcely  perceivable;  that  ibis  ao^ry 
cloud  will  be  disarmed  by  the  conducting  powers 
of  the 'State  banks.  But  cati  he  assure  os,tbat 
such  will  be  the  result  from  anv  actual  expen' 
ments  which  have  ever  been  made  in  this  braocb 
of  philosophy?  I  believe  not.  And jt is  lobe 
apprehended,  that  even  if  this  cloud  should  dis* 
appear^  clonds  of  discontent  and  factipii  will  »w- 
ceed,,and  may  soon  be  seen  hurrying  abd  eba- 
sing  each  other  over  |he  political  firtuamenioj 
Ameriba,  until  the  tempest  comes  on  wfaicbsb'all 
close  forevJer  the  prospect  of  ouc  united  streogw 
and  happiness. 

The  times  ai:e  dangerous  fprnatjojial  exp*"" 
Qients.  Wlien  we  look,  around  us  we  fiod  »« 
political  passions  of  man  rfsiiig  to  madnessj  »•? 
established  Governments  breaking  op  their  slroaj 
foundations,  and-  the  world  almost  deluged  wtu 
blood  and.wiTrfare ;  we  alone  stand  upon  i^*f^ 
row  isthmus  of  peace  and  prosperity.  And  »»' 
for  us  to  complain  ;  to  be  discontented  with  «« 
pre-eminent  happiness  we  enjoy ;  to  hazard  oar 
present  enviable  condition  upon  the  doubtfiil  ij* 
suit  of  this  great  and  sudden  changeia  tbeaa- 
ministratioa  of  our  national  finances?  lio  m» 
It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  innovations;  to  weigtt 
well  the  consequences  of  embraciog  mF  P^Y'^fll 

,  'tem,  or  abandoning  an  old  one.  But,  air,  1  wn 
not  detain  the  Committee  longer,  I  b*v«*^'T{ 
occupied  njore  of  their  time  than  I  intended;  d« 
.a  sense  of  duty  has  compelled  mc  to  pta**  jJJ 

'opinion  at  length  upon  the  important  q^^i|?°  °L 
fore  .us.  And  if  the  charter  of  this  «>a"5.*w 
to  be  renewed  or  continued  upon  viycondiuc^ 
I  am  ready  to  hope  that  nayitppreh^nsionJ  ot 

Digitized  by  CjOO^IC 


«17 


HISTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


618 


JmoAKT,  18U- 


Bank  (f  the  UtdUd  Staiee. 


RofR. 


eiSeeUy  that  the  refdsftl  irill  produce  in  this  com- 
moDUy,  may  prore  groundless ;  that  the  dissolu- 
tion of  this  institution  nny  not  be  th^  organ- 
izing of  ruin  to  a  eonsidertble  portion  of  the 
eouotry. 
Mr.  Smiub  spoke  a  few  minutes  in  reply  t6 

Mt.PlSK. 

Mr.  dETBBRT.^It  may  be  said  that  this  sub- 
jeei  has  been  exhausted  by  the  discussions  of  the 
ablest  politicians  of  the  country.  I  will  premise, 
the  remarks^  which  I.  shall  offer  are  intended 
•olely^o  justify  the  vote  Which  it  is  my  intention 
to  gire  on  this  momentous  occasion'.  ' 

The  question  pending  the  United  States'  Bank 
has  excited  a  peculiar  interest  throughout  this 
lation,  more  espjecially  in  our  seaports.  The 
dissolution  of  this  institution,  which,  from  its 
limkatioOvWill  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March 
next,  has  been  portrayed  in  colors  of  the  darkest 
sbftdea,  and  the  distresses  which  many  maintain 
will  be  consequent  to  that  event,  call  seriously 
for  a  Tai/  and  deliberate,  in?estigati(fti.  I  hope, 
mr,  I  shall  be  mirdoned  for  imposing  on  the  pa- 
tSeoce  of  the  House,  when  it  b  recollected  that 
the  community  which  I  represent  hare  employed 
ibar-teoths  ot  the  capital  stock  of  the  United 
EUatea*  Bank.  If  evil  consfquences  are  to  attend 
the  dissolution  of  this  estalHishment,  or  if  benefi- 
cial results  proceed  from  its  continuance,  in  either 
ease  I  mast  feel  tnyself  essentially  \nterested;  it 
is  therefore  my  wish  to  be  di#tinctlv  understood 
upon  (he  im^rtant  principles  which  have  con- 
nexion with  the  great  qdeition  now  before  us.  v 

Ac  the  ia«t  session  of  Congress  J  presented  the 
nemorial  pf  the  Pretideot,  Directors,  and  Stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  at  that 
time  I  entertained  no  positire  opinion  on  (he 
aobject;  the  discussions  which  too|^  place  in  the 
eommitteeto  whom  the  memorial  was  referred, 
necessarily,  as  a  dut^  on  my  part,  excited  4hat 
attention  which  the  importance  of  the  question 
imperioasly  demanded.  Under  circumstances  of 
doubt,  I  Toted  in  favor  of  reporting  a  resolution 
in  support  of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
to  the  establishment  er^y  chance  which  reason 
•ould  urge  *,  at  the  same  time*  reserving  to  my- 
self Che  right  to  pronounce-  a  final  decision,  ac*> 
eordiag  as  policy  and  expediency,  but  more  espe- 
oiaily  as  nnneiple  should  dictate.  I  Will  admit, 
sir,  that  tais  is  not  the  time  ur  place  to  institute 
Che  general  inquiry,  whether  banks  are  orare  not 
ben^cial  to  a  nation?  Because,  whether  the 
charter  of  the  United  Sutes'  Bank  be  renewed  or 
not,  the  several  States,  who  have  the  onques- 
tion«d  anihority  to  incorporate  bank  establj'ih- 
nents,  have  already  created  many,  which  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  control.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
deefaire,  though  many  persons  ia  the  United 
Slates  are  decidedly:  opposed  to  a  banking  system 
nnder  everfpossible  circumstance,  I  am  not  of 
AU  class.  Sfxperience  lias  proved,  in  a  manner 
^ery  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  the  advantages 
which  are -derived  from  the  banks  when  they  are 
impartially  directed,  and  when  the  accoromoda- 
^on  afforded  by  ibem  is  prudently  employed ; 
the  great  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  confine  the  sys- 


tem within  its  proper  limits.  I  understand  the 
proposition  as  applicable  to  the  agricultural,  man- 
ufacttiring,  and' commercial  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted'States. 

For  my  proofs  of  this  proposition,  I  will  not 
rely,  upon  ,tbe  famous  Bank  of  St.  George,  at 
Genoa,  whose  authoritv,  by  a  gentleman  from 
NewYorkj  (Mr.  FiSE.)has  been  considered  of 
much  weight.  1  will  recall  to  the  mind  of  my 
friepd  the  rehnark  of  an  intelligent  trareller,  who, 
wh^n  he  visited  this  bank  of  antiquity,  exclaimed : 
Here  lies  concealed  the  ema;ma,  whether  the  bank 
possesses  ipillioos  of  millions;  or  whether  it  is 
indebted  millionsof  millions!  He  concludes.  Upon 
this  importai^t  secret  rests  the  safety  of  the  State. 
Unhappy  State,  say  I,  whose  safety  deliends  upon 
'a  secret  concealed  within'  the  yairiis  of  a  bank. 
Perhaps  to  a  development  of  this  secret  may  we 
attribute  the  present  servile  condition  of  the 
people  of  the  once  far.-famed  and  powerful  Re- 
public of  Genoa. 

I  am  one  of.  those  wRo  do  not  entertain  fears 
in  consequence  of  foreigners  becoining  the  stock* 
holders  of  our  bank?,  prorided,  on  all  occasions, 
you  deny  them  the  privilege  of  voting  either  di- 
rectly or  by  pro|[y.  I  would  even  go  so  far  as  to 
prohibit  their  heine  original  subscribers  to  any 
stock  which  may  ne  created  in «  our  territory. 
The  States  do  hot  object  to  a  foreigner  holding 
the  stock  oT  their  banks.  Any.  political  conse- 
quences which-  can  arise  from  spch  an  interest 
will  exist  without  the. General  Government  bar- 
ing power  over  them.  For  the  present  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  exclusion  of  foreign  capital  from  our 
ciDuntry,  because  it  is  not  established  that  we 
possess  a  surplus  ot  our  own,  and  that  the  intro- 
duction of  more  from  abroad  depresses  that  which 
is  immediately  the  property  of  our  citizens ;  the 
prices  which  are  at  present  paid  as  the  interest 
for  a  borrowed  capital  convince  me  that  it  would 
be  impolitic  at  this  time  to  adopt  the  principle  of 
exclusion. 

Though  I  have- admitted,  that,  under  certain 
specific  provisions  of  the  law,  foreigners  should 
be  permitted  t6  hold  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  not  thence  to  be  inferred,  be- 
cause they  have  become,  the  stockholders,  they 
are  to  be  confirmed^  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
exercise  of ^n  exclusive  privilege  in  our  country. 

Sir,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  a  prominent, 
and  what  to-  me*  appears  to  be  a  ve^y  dangerous 
feature  in  the.  bill  now  under  consideration.  I 
allude  to  tl^e  eighth  section,  which  admits  of  an 
increase  of  the-  present  capital  stock  of  the  bank. 
Adopt  this  provisiofi,  you  will  thereby  create  an 
Herculean  power,  which  will  have  at  its  mercy 
all  the  minor  institutions  of  the  States;  thus 
constituted,  it  can  oppress  and  destroy  them,  as 
whim  or  interest  may  dictate.  The  steps  which 
have  been  taken  preparatory  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  present  bank,  it  is  said,  occasion  much  embar- 
rassment, and  threaten  with  ruin  many  of  our 
citizens ;  if  the  present  capital  of  ten  millions 
can  thus  affect  society,  who  will  pretend  to  ae- 
oomnlafe  present  evils,  or  risk  enlailtng  misery  on 
posterity,  solely  for  the  purppe  of  a  temporary 
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gain  to  the  GoVeroment  ?  In  this  quegtioD  Peno- 
sylvaoia  i»  deeply  coDcerned;  she  has  seireral 
millions  of  dollars  investeid  in  her  banks  f  this  to 
her  is  a  valoable  source  of  revenue;  upon  this 
may  she  predicate  much  of  her  future  prosperity ; 
hence,  wilt  she  derive  the  funds  rejjuisite  for*  fu- 
ture internal  improvements;  but  if  j^ou  fUl -up 
the  blanks  in  this  seolion  with  a  considerable 
sum,  all  thcse<  nrosnects  will  be  blasted  forever  j;^ 
you  will.thereoy  destroy  the  tree  from  whose 
ramifications  were  to  emanate  the  blessin^rs  of 
peace  apd  the  sinews  of  war.  Those  of  her  Rep* 
resentatives  who  may  deem  it  politic  and  Con- 
stitutional to  vote  for  a  continuance  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  United  States'  Ba&k,  ought  surely  to 
oppose  any  increase  of  the  present  capital;  we 
have  been  told  that  that  which  now  exists  has' 
been  found  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  at  a  tiaie 
when  our  commerce  was  much  more  extensive 
than  we  have  reason  to  suppose  will  $oon  again 
be  the  case. 

If,  as  somis  sav,  the  bask  hy  its  capital,  is  to  fa- 
cilitate the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government, 
I  am  decided  this  should  never  be  greater  t^an 
what  will  be  barely  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 
If  you  go  further,  you  place  in  the  hands  or  the 
Government  an  engine  wbich  may  destroy  the 
freedom  of  this  nation.  We  are  further  told,  that 
in  case  of  war,  the  Government  may  derive  a<i- 
Tantage,  in  the  fbrm  of  loans,  from  the  bank ;  ad- 
mitting this  tQ  be  the  fact,  it  is  very  evident,  under 
the  uncertainties  of  a  war»  4he  demands  of  our 
merchants  upon  the  banks  will  diminish,  so  that 
the  bank  cstpital  already  crec^ted  throughout  the 
Union  may  be  very  readily  had  for  tiie  exigen- 
cies of  the  State.  If  a  greater  sum  shall  be  found 
to  be  necessary,  the  patriotic  zeal  of  your  citizens 
will  prove  itself  all-sufficient  to  supply  your 
wants  in  a  cause  wJiich  will  be  deemed  just  and 
honorable  by  the  nation. 

I  am  also  opposed  to  the  United  Stateis  having 
the  right  in  anv  manner  to  appoint  any  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
any  influence  which  the  Government  might  de- 
rive from  such  appointment^  as  to  prevent  ruin^ 
oos  consequences  to  ail  who  may  be  concerned. 
Who  will  such  directors  generally  b^?  Certainly 
persons  who  need  th^  aid  of  the  banks,  &r  non^ 
others  would  make  application  for.  the  appoint- 
ments) when  they  are  apppinted,  they  will  be 
subservient  to  the  views  of  such  of  the  directors 
as  are  cbosed  by  the  stockholders  in  their  places ; 
tbev  will  lose  sight  of  the  public  welfare  ;  tbey 
will  be  interested  by  the  accommodations  which 
they  may  find  necessary  for*  their  purposes ;  to 
obtain  these,  they  will  yield  to  their  associates; 
instead  of  being  the  guardians  of  the  public 
treasure  in  case  of  danger,  they^  will  remain  si- 
lent until  a  spontaneous  explosion  of  the  bubble 
solves  for  the  world  the  important  secret  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  institution.  Sir,  notwithstand- 
injf  many  arguments  may  be  adduced  in  support 
or  a  banking  system,  no  degree  of  importance 
whatever,  whether  derived  from  the  facilities  of" 
fered  to  tne  Government  by  bank  establishments^ 
or  from  the  considerable  sao»s  which  may  be 


thereby  had  for  the  Treasury,  in  conseqaenceof 
sales  which  may  be  made  of  the  stock  beloogio^to 
the  nation,  or  of  the  bonus  to  be  given,  slull  in- 
duce me  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  measure  wbicii 
is  not  grounded  upon  strict  Constitutioaal  prin- 
ciples. 

The  history  of  the  banks  in  our  coaDtnr  in- 
forms us,  that  the  one  usually  termed  the  Bank 
of  North  America  was  the  first  esti^blishmeDt  of 
the  kind  whic^  received  the  sanction  of  the  Got- 
ernment  This  institution  was  incoiporated  bf 
an  act  of  Congress,  in  the  month  of  May,  1781, 
undeir  the  authority  of  the  "Articles  of  CooftNle^ 
atioa.''  The  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Congress,  on  t^« 
<25tb  of  February,  1791,  during  the  operation  of 
tbe  present  Constitution  of  the  United^tatet. 

"Vyithout  an  attempt  to  examine  every  hypo- 
thesis, which  has  beep  or  wbich  ,migbt  be  pro- 
posed, respecting  the  constitutionality  of  the  prin- 
ciole,  1  will  content  myself  with  the  sjiatetnent 
ofihe  case^-such  as  it  appear^  to  my  mind.-  Tk* 
first  public  act  which  i  performed,  as  a  memM 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  was,  to 
8W?ar  solenwily  ihat  I  would  sopport  tbe  Com* 
tution  of  th^  United  States.  It  therefore  umr 
duty  to  examine  and  consider  iu  precepts,  aceord- 
iDgAof  tbe  b^st  of  my  ability. 

Th^  "Articles  of  Confederation"  and  thepwi; 
ent  Constitution  of  the  Upited  States  dasotdif' 
far  as  regards  any  jK>wer  delegated  by  the  Statu 
to  Congress,  touahing  ohacters  of  ipcorporatiai* 
I  can  nev?r  persuade  myself  that  the  Coaaoiatiw 
was  intended  other  than  to  have  a  definite  imm; 
ing;  or  that  it  wae  ever  contemplated  ^^j^ 
an  equivocfil  language  $  ambiguity  vi*^  *^f 
from  the  misconceptions  of  its  interpreters  j  it » 
very  plain  and  of  easy  comprehension,  espctfwf 
as  it  relates  to  the  present  qnestiop,  sioee  it » f^ 
t^lly  silent  on  the  riffht  tc^cr^tecorporttww-t* 
wisdom  .is  further  illnstakted  by  the  »P««7T|! 
vision  for  the  only  exclusive  privilege  ^"'*" jT 
consistent  with  a  free  and  equal  govcrni»ea^*»* 
that  is  in  favor  of  genius.  „ 

The  powjers  defegated  by  the  States  are  i^ 
cial  and  defined,  and,  it  is  expressly  ^^yV^^i 
the  Constitution,  that  *•  the  pocwers  not  dflflg*^ 
to  tbe  United  Stages  by  the  Consulution,  «« 
prohibited  bx  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved^w  »• 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people-"    Tfttf »  ^ 
guage  aeede  no  interpretation.    ^  ^^^^?^  lL. 
motneot  permit  myself  to  suppose,  that  the  p» 
ots  who  were  tested  duribg  the  long  <^"!^ 
uncertainty  of  the  most  important  events  oi 
Revolutionary  period,  and  to  whom  ^*  ^^ 
matiily  assigned  the  right  and  power  to  cOn«^ 
the  instrument  which  is  to  guide  us  in  tw  po" 
cal  labyrinth— that  they,  intended  thisweit^ 
work  iihould  akme  be  explicable  by  iba*  ^"*r 


reasoning  to  which  common  sense  '■  **^^i 
I  never  can  admit.  Surely  that  which  ^bej.*"' .  -^^ 
for  the  good  aikd  security  of  every  '""^^ir  te  ^ 
the  nation,  must  be  expressed  in  a  "■""''^^,01  it 
understood  by  ordinary  men,  and  *b^  j.y^h^ 


not  originally  oontemplated  by  the  (taiae^ 
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Constitution,  why  the  imposition  on  the  people 
ia  publishing  it  to  the  world?  Was  it  notapro- 
digal  waste  of  labor  and  hiaterials,  to  furnish 
every  citizen  of  oar  country  with  a  copy  of  that 
'which  can  only  be  understood  bjr  professional 
men,  or  such  as  are  eminently  skilled  in  scho* 
lastic  research?  It  had  better  remain  a  secret, 
concealed  aq^ongst  the  musty  rolls  in  the  archives 
of  State^  than  be  a  puzzle  for  mankind.  As  long 
as  this  iQstrumeOt  is  preserved  pure  and  untar- 
sbhed,  it  will  receive  a  becoming  respect  from 
your  fellow-citizens — it  will  be  regarded  as  "  the 
stupendous  fabric  of  human  invention."  Re- 
member, the  present  argument,  in  several  jmporl- 
aot  points  of  view,  affects  posterity  in  common 
with  ourselves.  You  had  better  commit  the  un^ 
intelligible  jargon  to  the  flames,  than  by  the 
agency  of  construction  neutralize  wisdom  by  folly. ' 
Sir,  if  we  have  a  Constituiioiv,  which  the  people 
cannot  understand^  I  then  say,  cut  tbe  original 
into  slips,  and  provide  the  means  for  a  better;  or- 
if  chat  is  iH)t  to  be  done,  and  we  are  to  be  ruje^ 
by  the  iron  hand  of  power,  in  that  case,  as  ob«  of 
the  American  people^  I  wiil  pray  you  to  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  grant  a  plain  bill  of  rights  for 
our  better  government. 

If  we  took  back,  and  attentively  view  the  occur- 
rences which  took  placej  w.hen  the  law  incorpo* 
ratiojg  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
enacted,  we  shall. find  our  reasoning  supported 
and  confirmed  by  many  important  circumstances; 
we  shall  then  j^erceive,  that  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  opposed  on  Constitutional  ground,  by 
mea  who  were  and  continue  to  be  esteemed  for 
their  talents,  politicalskill,  judicial  knowledge,  pro- 
bity and  patriotism, and  it  has  been  admitted,  that 
the  arguments  formerly  urged  are  unanswerable.. 
That  the  power  to  create  corporations  was  never 
intended  to  be  ceded  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  proved  beyond  all  manner  of  contradic- 
tion ;  for  we  are  told  by  the  highest  authority, 
by  one  who  was  a  member  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion, that  it  had  been  proposed  to  cede  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  create  corporations,  ^nd  thai 
the  propositioa  was  rejected,  after  a  deliberate 
discussion.  In  thy  opinion  this  decision  is  in 
proof  of  the  sagacity  and  wisdom  of  those  who 
made  itf  it  ivas  highly  justifiable  to  retain  this 
power  to  be  exercised  by  the  States;  because, 
corporations  are  generally  founded  on  circum- 
stances, which  are  entirely  local — as  such,  they 
can  be  better  understood  by  the  Legislatures  of 
the  respective  States,  than  by  that  of  the  General 
Government. 

The  experience  of  every  session  proves  that 
the  decisions  of  Congress  vary  with  the  men  who. 
at  different  times,  compose  that  body;  therefore, 
the  act  of  February,  1791,  can  have  no  force  in 
settling  the  principle  contended  for.  ^ 

I  have  heard  it  urged,  that  the  States  haVe  re- 
cognised the  constitutionality  of  the  United  Sutes' 
Baak,  by  their  laws.  I  know  qf  no  law  in  any 
of  the  States,  which  declares  this  charter  Consti- 
tutional. Were  it  even  proved,  that  several  of  the 
States  bad  published  this  declaration,  with  me  it 
would  signify  nothing,  unless  the  sanction  of  two- 


thirds  of  the  States  was  thus  had.  On  a  former 
occasion,  several  of  the  States  were  induced,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  to  relinquish  for  a  time 
their  right  in  favor  of  a  particular  cliae — I  allude 
to  the  first  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  North- 
America.  If  this  had  been  intended  to  decide 
this  very  important  question,  without  any  reser- 
vation of  their  power  in  other  cases,  they  would 
have  expressed  it  in  the  most  positive  and  unequi- 
vocal manner. 

Sir,  it  may  be  asked,  how  did  the  Congreasy. 
whilst  acting  und^r  the  ^^  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion," incorporate  the.  Bank  of  North  America^ 
though  their  powers  were  no  more  extensive  tbaft 
those  of  the  present  Congress?  We  shall  oof^ 
lose  by  this  in  vestieation— they  declared  that  **the 
exigencies  of  the  United  States  rendered  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  ^uch  aa  act  be  immedi- 
ately passed,"  and,  at  that  period,  the  Board  of 
War  confessed  thejr  had  not  money  sufficient  to 
pay  the  expense  of  forwarding  ao  express  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  1  Notwilh* 
standing  such  urgent  necessities  on  the  part  of 
the  GenerarGovecnmen^  they  were  too  conseioua 
of  the^ights  of  the  States  to  attempt  an  usorpa^ 
tion  of  authority,  or^  to  pretend  to  f6rce  'this  act 
without  their  sanction ;  accordingly,  we  find  the 
resolution  by  which  this  bank  was  established 
followed  by  another,  which  recommended  to  the 
Legislature  of  each  of  the  States  the  necessity 
to.  pass  such  laws  as  they  judged  requisite  for 
giving  the  ordinance,  by  which  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  North  America  were  incorporated| 
its  full  operation ;  every  provision  in  the  charter 
of  this  bank,  to  have  full  effect,  was  recommended 
to  the  Legblatares  of  the  several  States  for  their 
approbation.  ( See  Journals  of  Congress  for  1781, 
vol  7th,  p.  257  and  258.) 

It  is  a  ivell  known  and  an  important  fact,  thai 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  North  America 
did,  not  rest  satisfied  of  the  authority  of  Congress 
to. incorporate  them;  subsequently  to  the  origi- 
nal act  of  incorporaui)n,  they  accepted  from  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  acbarXer. by  which 
their  privileges  were  very  much  abridged. 

SoiQc  maintain! the  States  having  int^e  it  penai 
to  pass  counterfeits  of  the  notes  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  is  in  proof  of  their  reeo^nising  the 
constitutionality  of  the  institution.  No  one  will 
pretend,  that  ihese  laws  were  intended  other  ibaa 
to  guara  the  peo()le  against  fraud.  These  statutes 
were  enacted  without  any  connexion  with  or  re- 
ference to  the  principle,  upon  which  the  original 
act  was  founded^  It  is  but  too  well  known,  not- 
withstanding these  salutary  provisions,  that  coun- 
terfeit bank  notes  of  every  denomination  are  in 
daily  circulation.  I  will  ask.  what  would  be  the 
case  if  such  laws  had  not  been,  passed  by  the 
States  ?  Sir,  if  i^  requires  all  our  care  to  prevent 
an  inundation  from  such  bank  paper,  as  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  genuine,  for  Heaven's  sake  do 
not  risk  the  security  of  the  people,  by  an  indirect 
sanction  of  such  as  is  known  to  be  spurious! 

I  have  often  heard  the  constitutionality  of  a 
National  Bank  defended,  upon  the  ground  of  its 
being  absolutely  necesfan/^io  t|ie  fiscal  operations 
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of  the  General  GroveromeDt.  A  friend  from  New 
York.  (Mr.  Fisk,)  said  he  ^' would  demonstrate 
that  this  institutioD  was  inddspenaably necessary  to 
the  fiscal  coDcerOs  of  the  Government."  I  confess 
if  be  could  do  this,  he  would  gp  fyr  to  remove  an 
important  difficulty.  If  tbCrd  be  higher  authority, 
whereon  to  rely  forliis  proofs,  xban  the  officer  who 
is  at  the  head  of  your  Treasury  Department,  he 
might  have  succe^ed.  1  pledge  myself  upon  the 
statements  oi  this  officer  to  demonstrate,  that  this 
bank  is  not  ev^n  necessary  i'or  the  fiscal  operations 
-of  the  Government.  Upon  this  plea^itisa item  pted 
%orhe  justified  by  the  seventeenth -article  of  the 
•eighth  section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  gives  to  Congress  the  power  "to 
rinake  all  laws  which  sliall  be  necessary  and  pro- 
sper for  carrying  into  execution*'  the  several  spe- 
.^ific  powers  delegatedto  Congress  by  the  Spates. 
i  never  did  doubt  for  a  moment  the  convenience 
•of  a  bank  to  the  moneyed  transactions  of  the 
•CU^yernra^t.  J  ^as  often  induced  to  believe, 
that  a  bahk,  sanctioned  by  the  General  Govern- 
m^entf  isas  ne^ssary  for  these  purposes.  .  I  am 
tkow  confirmed  in  a  very  different  sentiment  by 
the  Treilsury  report,  made,  the  third  day  of 
January,  1811.  In  the  eleventh  page  of  that  re- 
port we  are  told,  -it  is  one  of  the  duties  which 
are  assigned  to  a  clerk  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  to 
keep  a  ^bank  cash  book,  wherein  an  account  i^ 
^'opened  with^every  bank  in  which  the  United 

*  States  have  money  deposited.    In  1798,  the  nuni- 

*  her  of  these  were  five;  they  are  now aiigmented 

*  to  twenty  "  The  establishment,  coiisiiiutioj; 
tl)e  United  mates'  Bank  atad  its  branches,  consists 
in  ail  of  nine  banks;  consequently,  by  the  state- 
ment just  made,  it  is  proved  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment haslieen  doing  business  with  eleven  banksj 
other  than  those  sanctioned  by  Congress.  The 
aame  report  states,  that  this  business  is  transacted 
in  all  the  banks  upon  precisely  th^  same  plan. 
We  have  never  been'told  of  any  losses  having 
been  sustained  in  any  of  ihem.  Why  then  pre* 
tend,  that  it  is  impossible  to  transact  this  business 
through  the  agency  of  the  State  banks,  when  we 
have  the  best  autliority  for  asserting^,  that  this 
has  been  done  already  in  a  majority  of  cases  with 
the  greatest  success,  facility,  and  certainty  ? .  That 
BO  advantages,  which  are  peculiar,  can  be  derived 
to  the  nation  from  the  United  States'  Bank^  as  re- 
spects the  collection  of  the  revenue;  the  safe- 
keeping of  its  specie,  or  the  transmission  of  its 
moneys  from  place  to  plaee,  will  bQ  made  evident 
by  the  same  excellent  authority.  Ii  is  there  sta- 
ted, tha^  considerable  sums,  to  4he  credit  of  the 
Qorernraent,  are  deposited  in  the  State  banks, 
even  in  cities  where  the  motlier  bank  and  its 
branches  are  situated.  On  the  seventh  of  January, 
1811,  very  considerable  sums  belonging  to  the 
Government  remained  ia  the  Manhattan  Bank  of 
New  York;  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  Bank  of  Columbia  in  Geor^- 
town,  Distric(ef  Columbia.  As  to  the  transmission 
•of  money,  we  are  told,  in  the  same  report,  that 
the  deposites  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  arise  from 
collections  of  the  revenue  in  the  States  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut;  and  that  those  in  the 


Bank  of  Peni)sy)vania  occar  from  the  payments 
which  are  tnade  for  public  lands  into  the  baub 
of  Qhio  and  Kentucky ;  from  Jhese  it  is  tranxmit- 
ted  to  the  branch  bank  of  Pennsylvania  at  Pitts- 
burg, and  thence  it  parses  to  the  Bank  of  PeDo- 
sylvania  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia',  where  it  re- 
mains subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer. 
Frois  this  we  perceiVe  that  poUectioos  and  trans- 
misiiions  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  Goverih 
ment  are  ipade  without  the  aid  of  the  United 
States'  Bank  or  its  branches,  and  that  through i 
considerable  extent  of  country,  from  one  extremi- 
ty of  the  States  to  the  other,  ^fter  this  will aof 
one  pretend  to  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
United  States' Bank  ^ 

It  is  sftid,  all  dgree  that  banks  are  necessary  for 
the  collection,  of  taxes,  but  that  of  the  Uaited 
States  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  this  purpose, 
since  these,  operations  can  be  and  have  beeo  per* 
formed  for  the  General  Goyernment  by  the  Suie 
banks.  Sir,  I  deny  the  position,  and  will  maia- 
tain  that  for  this  purpose  no  bank  whatever  is  re* 
auired..  L  will  ask  gentlemen  who  mainiaiatbu 
doctrine,  to  name  lb  me  the  banks  which  are 
employed  co  collect  the  taxes  which  are  leried 
by  the  States?  I  know  of  none,  and  I  belie?eit 
impossible  to  point  out  a  single  instance  where 
the  States  maae  use  of.  their  agency. 

Sir,  I  will  for  a  moment  permit  myself  to  sop- 
pose,  notwithstanding  the  well  founded  objeetioos 
to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  under  the  autboritf 
x>f  the  General  Government,  Congress  shall ite- 
veriheless  deem  it  expedient  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  present  United  States'  Bank,  of  esUblisk. 
^hat  some  may  fancifuUr  reconcile  to  thetnselTes 
by  the  title  of  a  National  Bank;  it  then  becomw 
a-question,  how  the  States  will  receive  the  act » 
whether  they  cannot  render  its  provisions  ahor* 
tive?  That  many  of  the  States  are  hostile  to  a 
bank,  authorized  by  the  General  Governnieot,  is 
evident  from  numerous  facts  ;  for  proofs  we twy 
refer  to  the  acts  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  by 
which  the  bank  capital  at  the  branch  ai  Saraa- 
nah  was  made  liable  to  taxation.  North  Caroli- 
na has  taxed  thei  capital  of  ber  banks— the  U- 
gislatnre  of  New  Jersey  passed  but  a  single  act  at 
thfe  la^t  session,  that  was  to  le^f  a:  tax  on  hi" 
capital.  No  one  can  pretend  that  the  dispoaitioti 
of  Virginia  or  Maryland  is  very  favorable  tot 
pretended  National  Bank.  I  can  state  upon  toe 
best  authority,  that  it  was  a  subject  oi  eOfr 
j^ideration  with  the  Legislature  of  Penusylf>Dj»j 
during  the  last  winter,  to  tax  the  capital  of  tw 
mother  bank  in  Philadelphia ;  they  did  not  pro- 
ceed, because,  they  relied  on  the  refusal  <>[  9j|j 
gress  to  renew  the  present  charter  o(  the  Voilf^ 
States'  Bank.  The  taxation  of  the  capital  steel 
of  this  bank  is  to  be  looked  for  on  the  part  of  tw 
States  in  which  the  mother  bank  and  its  brancfl«« 
may  tie  established ;  because,  the  States  geD«{«"> 
requires  a  bonns^  or  in  other  words,  they  rai^  • 
tax  from  the  banks  which  they  themselves  haw 
sanctioned ;  in  many  instances  the  amount  nai 
been  very  considerable.  We  cannot  soppo^  "*' 
States  will  hesitate  to  laxlhe  United  States' Baog 
because,  if  they  do,  they  will  act  uoji»tly  towara* 
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•oeh  of  thetr  immedliaie  citizens  at  hiite  invested 
tbeir  capitaU  in  the  stock  of  Slate  banks.  A  par- 
tial taxation  is  contrary  to  the  apkit  and  kiter 
of  oor  constitQtioDs.  The  States  having  the  ri^ ht 
to  tax  the  iastitutiona  which  yoa  ma^  section 
within  their  iuri«dictioti,nhef  have^it  in  their 
power  to  render  tnoperatire  the  statiltet  which 
you  nay  enact  on  this  subject — they  may  <ax  loan  ** 
amount  which  shall  equal  the  dividends  arising 
upon  the  capital.  Who  pan  pretend  that  banks 
^rill  do  busincM  without  the-prospect  of  an  hand- 
some profit  ?  Thus  disposed,  the  €(tates  may  place 
the  United  States  in  a^very  unpleaeant  situation. 
Let  U9  avoid  every  possible  source  of  discerd4 
The  Genecal  Government  may  be  reduced  to  the 
dilemma,  either  to  relinquish  a  pretended'  right,  or 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  Spates,  to  permit  them  to  ex- 
ercise an  authority  which  is  unquestionably  an  at- 
tribute of«>vereigQ  power.  This  would  constitute 
aa  epoch  in  the  political  -annals  of  our  co^atry. 
I  hope  such  absurdities  will  not  be  ^ommitted^ 
-We  may.avOid  them,  by  a  strict  compUapce  with 
the  priDciples  of. (he  Constitution  ot  the  .United 
S^tes. 

The  Committee  roaoy  about  four  o'clock,  and 
obtained  leave  to  ait  again.     . 


Fbiday,  January  18. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
tbpreoo,  it  waa  determined  in  the  negative— yeds 
6,  nays  59. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  proceed^ 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on 
the  31st  ultimo ;  and  the  same  haying  been  agaiu 
read,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dawbon  presented  to  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  W^r,  to  the  Chaicman  ot  the 
Committee  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  land  forces  and  fortifications,  and 
of  monevs  required  on  account  of  fortifications 
during  the  prtoeot  year. — Ordered,  to  lie  on  the 
Uble^ 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  tl^e  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Laads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  frdm  the 
Senate  **  to  authorize  4he  surveying  and  mi^krng 
of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  .Ohio^  as  contem- 
plated in  the  Treaty  of  Brownstowa,  in  the  Ter- 
ritorf  of  Michigan,"  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and,  together 'with  the  bill,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  iiext. 

Mr.  PtTKiN  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants of  New  Haven,  in  ihe^taieofConne^ticut, 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  petition  of  merchants 
of  New  York,  presented  the  13ih  oltimo;  wiii^h 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  supplemefital  to  the  act  coaceroing  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France^and  for  other  pur- 
posts. 

Mr.  daBFFET,  one  of  the  members  from  Vir- 
ginia, stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  make  a 
motion  to  the  (oUowing  ^fiect;  "That  the  injunc- 
Ciofl  of  lecrecy  im(M)sea  oq  the  secret  proceeding^ 
of  this  Hotise  during  the  preseot  seaaion  be  now 


taken  off;"  and  having  first  asked  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  thereon,  Mr.  SpkAcaft  decided  that 
it  was  not  in  order-to  make  tbe^said  motion  with 
open  doors. 

From  which  decisiop  of  the  Chair,  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  House;  and,  on  the  question, 
^Is  the  decisjon  of  the  Chair  correct?"  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  navs  38. 

Mf.  8HBP^£t  then  suggested  that  he  nad  some 
commuaicatioas  to  make  which  required  secrecy. 
Oa whieh,the  galleries  were  cleared  and  the  doorf 
closed ;  and  baviag  remained  so  for  some  time, 
were  again  opened. 

NAVAL  E8TABU6HM£NT* 

Mr.  FiSK  moved  that  )be  House  do  come  to  the 
following  resolution : 

RtMohtdj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  moneys  appropriated  for  the . 
.Nsv^  Department  since  the  1st  of  January,  1804;  and 
also  into  the  situation  and  management  of  the  navy 
yards  belonging  to  the  United  (States;  and  that  they 
report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SwooPE  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
rion  by  striking  oat  the  wor^  appropriaiedfor 
the  Hamf  Djsparinunt  tinct  the,  Iwt  January  ^  IbOi, 
and  al$o  iiito  the  situation  and  management  of 
/Ac,  and  the  words  belonging  to  the  United  States  ; 
and  to  insert  the  words  at  the  before  the  words 
navyyarde^  and  the  words  in  'Washington,  from 
the  establishment  iheriof  aAer  the  said  words. 

Mr.  Haven  moved  to  amend  the  said  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  the  words  in  Washington, 
and  inserting  the  words  in  the  United  States  /  and 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

A  divlsicm  of  the  question  tfa  Mr.  SwoopiB^ 
amendment  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  FtSKi  and. 
on  the  question  lo  strike  out,  it  was  determinea 
in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  wae  then  concorrpd  in  as  ori- 
ginalJv  proposed;  and  Mr.  FrsK,  Mr.  Bassbtt, 
Mr.  MiLNoa,  Mr.  HAVEif^'and  Mr.  Kekan^  were 
appointed  the  ssfid  committtee. 

.       .        DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Van  Hoaa  offered  the  ftdloT^ing  resolo- 
tion: 

>  •  Besohed,  That  the  Committee  for  the  Diatriet  af 
Columbia  be  tnatmoted  toinqoin  into  the  expediaaty 
of  establishing  a  government  for  the  said  Distriety  ana 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  TAtXMAnoB  objected  to  giving  l^ve  to  re- 
port by  bril.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  inquiry, 
bat  he  was  not  witling,  on  a  subject  with  the 
ioerils  of  which  he  was  so  little  acquainted,  to 
giVe  leave  to  report  by  hill.  He  the? eibre  moved 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  resolution.' 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said  it  had  been  shown  by  ex- 
perience that  Coogresseither -could  not  or  ^ould 
not  attend  to  the  District,  the  concerns  of  the  na- 
tion requiring  more  ^ime  thao  they  could  devote 
to  theoL.  A  bill  had  been  once  reported  by  a 
committee  of  the  House  on  the  subject  some.yeara 
ago,  and  the  same  course  might  be  pyreued  now. 
:  A  report  by  bill  would  give  a  more  comprehea- 
aive  view  of  the  aubject.  .  ^  . 
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Mr.  Lirwis  taid  that,  with  Che  gentleman  front 
Copnectictit,  lie  should  prefer  a  detailed  repor4< 
He  had  heard  of  no  application  to  th^  House  from  |  to  understand  them  best,  bare  differed  most.  As 


a  few  ob^iotis  troths  which  it  furnishes,  I  hare 
found  that  those  gentlemen  who  hare  professed 


any  part  of  the  District  for  a  Legislature,  nor  did 
he  see  the  necessity  of  it ;  but  he  bad  no  objec- 
tion to  vote  for  an  inquiry,  though  he  had  obveo- 
tion  to  authoriztnira  committee  to^ report  by  oill. 

Mr.  TAbLMADoe's  motion  was  carried — 43  to  30. 

Mr.  Var  Horn,  consiiiering  the  ftgreemeitt  of 
the  House  to  the  altermtion  just  made  in  his  mo- 
tion, as  a  Tirtual  rejeciioa  of  his  proposition, 
a«ked  «md  obtained  leave  to  withdraw' his  mo^ 
tion. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  resalved  itself  idto  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Burwcll's  motion  for  striking  put  the  first 
section  being"  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoRt£R.^Mr.  Chairman:  As  this 
bank  has  excited  so  extraordinary  an  inl^^rest  to 
every  part  of  the  United  Stttiea,aad  piirticiilarly 
in  the  State  whtcii  I  havetbe  honor  to  represent  | 
as  I  am  apprehensive,  fi-om  what  took  pli^ce  yes- 
terday, that  I  sbalL  be  found,  on  this  question,  in 
opposition  to  a  majority  of  my  colleagues ;  and, 
(what  will  always  oe  an  inoperative  motive  with 
me)  as  I  thiok  this  bill  aims  a  deadly  blow  at 
some  of  the  best  principles  of  the  Cohstitutioa,  I 
fltel  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  House  the  grounds 
on  which  I  shall  be  constrained  to  vote  for  strik- 
ing out  the  seetioti  aow  under  consideration. 

I  acknowledge  thai  I  had  not^iintil  lately,  paid 
any  particular  attention  x6  the  question  of  the  con- 
tfitutiotiality  of  this  institution.  Island,  therefore, 
in  this  respeet,  on  safer  ground  t^n  the  respec* 
table  member  firom  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,) 
for  I  have  no  reason  to  suspect  myself  of  any 
long^rooted  prejudices  on  the  question.  The 
Bank  of  the  Untjted  States  was  established  at  a 
time  when  I. was  not  nn  the  habit  of  troubling 
myself  with  such. questions,  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  think  of  it  as  an  institution,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  which  was  conceded  by  common 
conseM.  But,  air,  when  the  question  was  again 
stirred,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  eive  it  a  tbotough  in- 

Yestigation  before  I  should  sanction  It  by  ray  +  Govecnments.    Such  reasoning  would,  bowcrer, 
vole.    I  have  given  it:  if  not  a  thorough,  at  least    \\\  become  the  sagacity  of  this  House  ' 
a  candid  and  impartial  examihation^  and  the  re-       -        -    • 
suit  has  been,  a  full  conviction  that  we  hate  no 
right  tor  incorporate  a  bank  upoa  the  principles  of 
the  bill  on  the  table,  or  rather,  upon  the  princi-. 
plea  of  the  orjgliial  charier,  wfaidh  thiebili  pro- 
poses to  renew.    The  ground  of  my  objection'  is^ 
that  it  assumes  the  exercise  of  Legislative  pow- 
ers which  belong  exclusively  to  the  State  -GoY- 
jernments. 

I  shall  not  touch  the  question  of  the  expediency 
of  this  bank,  much  less  the  expediency  of  bank- 
ing generally.  If  I  were  com  petent,^  which  I  con- 
fess I  am  not,  io  the  task,  I  should  think  it  a  very 
unprofitable  one.  to  follow  the  gentleman  through 
all  the  mazes  or  the  banking  system*— a  system, 
sir,  about  the  various  and  imporunt  operations 
and  effects  of  which  on  civil  society,  ande  from 


I  propose  to  confine  Vnyself  to  the  Constitutiooal 
question  solely,  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  take 
a  little  broader  range  &tt  this  point,  than  htsbeen 
taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  hhve  pi^etfed  me. 

I  am  awar^*how  ungracious  Const itutiontl  ob- 
jections to  the  powers  of  this  Hottse  are  with 
those,  and  there  are  many  such,  who  believe  that 
the  powers  of  the  Federal  Ctovernment  re,  at 
best,  too  contracted ;  and  who  would  be  elad  to 
see  all  the  State  rights  merged  and  sunk  into  a 
consolidated  government.  Whatever  may  be  ©f 
speculative  opinions  on  this  subject,  I  caooerer 
be  influenced,  by  motives  of  expediencjT}  toswetTC 
from  my  allegiance  to  the  Constitution.  Thii 
sentiraept  is  indelibly  fixed  on  my  miinl,  aod  I 
trust  it  is  a  common  one  to  the  members  of  (bis 
Commiuee.  Th^t,  in  adhering:  strictly  to  the  ob- 
'ligation  w6  have  taken,  ta  support  the  Coostitih 
tion  of  the  United  States,  we  noi  only  perform  a 
sacred  duty  to  ourselves,  but  we  render  a  better 
service  to  the  rea'l  and  permanent  interests  of  cor 
Country  than  we  could  possibly  .render  bf  a  d^ 
parture  from  that  obligation  ;  even  though  that 
departure  were  to  avert  ao  serious  a  calamity asa 
general  bankruptcy-^a  calamity  which,  in  order 
to  alarm  the  timid,  has  been  held  out  as  theio- 
eviiable  consequence  of  a  refusal  to  renew  ibis 
charter. 

I  should  be  surprised  at  the  g;enerar«cqi"«' 
cence  which  seems  to  have  bee4Di  yielW  to  the 
constitutionality  of  this  institution,  did  I  not  he- 
lieve.  that  others  had  been  as  superficial  inthert 
^icamination'  of  the  sqbject  as  I  bad  tDfj^''' 
When  objections  are  made  to  thecoDstitatioDaliiT 
of  a  law,  the  people,  in  the  cursory  views  wbiw 
they  are  accustomed  to  take  of  such  ohjetjs,  »re 
apt  to  adopt,  as  the  tests  of  its  constitutioDamyj 
the  powers  ohhe  Slate  and  Federal  Govemmenis 
collectively ;  and  if  they  find  nothing  in  the  law 
offensive  to  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  noithing 
uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  a  Republican  Oof- 
ernmenl,  they  rest  satisfied,  and  do  not  trooDie 
themselves  with,  nice  distinctions  l)ei ween  tw 
poV«rs  peculiar  to.  the  one:  or  the  other  o(  ^h^ 


Oqeof  the  most  serious  dangers  with  ^dkJI 
our  Government  is  threatened,  and  it  is  a  danger 
growing  out  of  the  very  nature  and  structure w 
the  Government  itself,  consists  in  its  tendency  to 
produce  qoUisiotis  between  State  and  Federal  to- 
ihorhies.  The  Federal  Governmenf,  as  yf^^  ^^. 
served  bjr  tiiy  learned  tolleague  (Mr.  Mitchi/.W 
is,  impefium  in  imperio^t  ffoveroment  ^'""° 
government ;  and  the  misfortune  is^  that  tnete 
exists  no  friendly  third  power  to  decide  the  coo- 
troversips  which  may  arise  bcti^eeo  these  tw 
great,  independent,  and,  in  many  respects,  riTw 
authorities.  ^The  public  peace  must  ^^^^flc, 
kept  at  all,  by  the  conciliatory  dispositions  ot  to 
parties  themselves.  As  then  we  have  a  c?""*"*^ 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  both  ^^^^P?^^^ 
ments— ds  we  are  as  welLthc  subjects  of  them- 
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perioM  of  the  impenumi  w«  eaght  toaet  mrith 
great  cirGums|^«4«Dn  and  delicfiey  in  the  assunp* 
lion  of  poweri  which. do  not  clearly- belong  to  us. 
It  iji  better  to  farego  the  ezeirebe  of  poweca  to 
wbicii  we  are  eathJed,  if  ibe  exercise  of  tbem  tfi 
not  very  important,  rather  tbaa  hazard  the  ai^ 
sunoption  of  doubtful  pnWy  th^  fatal  ooaaeqaen^ 
tea  of  which  my  booomhle  friend  from  Yitgiaia 
(Mr.  BuRWBLL^  has  so  jci&tiy)deprec.ated. 

The  great  line  of  den>arcation  between  the 
,  powers  of  the  State  and-  Federal  QoTermnents  is 
,  well  understood.  The  powers  of  the  State  Qo7- 
eromeata  extend  to  the  regulatton  of  all  their  in- 
ternal concerns:  ii^oae. of  the* Federal  Gorern- 
ment  to  the  manageoaent  of  fi4  oul'eitemal  reli^ 
tloas-^eiternal  as  rq|ardb  the  indiTidnal  States, 
at  well  as  the  States  in  4beir  colleptiTe  capacity. 
The^  general  iden^  upon  which  our  Republic  is 
Ibun^Bd,  are  these :  That  small  terrkorjes  are  bet* 
tar  adapted  to  the  Mlccessfal  admiaistration  -of 
Jnstice  than  large  ones.  In  a  Republic,  wber?  the 
people  are  th^  sorereigns  and  source  of  power,  it 
MS  important  that,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  eie> 
ente  this  jpower  discreetly,  they  should  pos^rse 
correct  information  in  4'di|tion  to  the  .character 
Bad  conduct  of  their  rulers,. and  in  relation  al^ 
to  the  character  pf  the  me^unires  which  they  pur- 
aoe,  OF  ou^hi  to  pursue;  and  thisjoformation  is 
beuer  attamed  in  a  small  ffaan  in  a  large  territory. 
The  ittdiYidual  States  hare  therefore  raserTed 
to  themselves  the  ezolusiveri^  of  regulating  aR 
their  internal,  aBd,as  I  may  say,  municipal  con- 
eeitts,  in  relation  both  to  petson  and  property. 
£fut  a  single  State  may  he  iD«4eqoate  to  ita  own 
protection  againat  foreign  violence  ^  it  may  also 
De  unable  to  enforce  thpobseryance  of  prbper  rules 
nod  regulatiaas  for  carrying  on  its  foreign  trade 
nod  intercourse.  The  Coaiederatfy  of  the  States 
h  therefore  formed  for  the  purpose  of  atMioing 
these  two  objects,  namely,  the  ri^lattonfittd  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  the  States 
with  each  ether  and  forei^^a  natione,  and*  their  ve- 
enrity  aipiinst  foreign  inrasion^  *  It  hat  some  other 
objects  tn  viewof  minot  consequence,  and  jmme- 
dinld|r  connected  wkh  these  principal  ones.  The 
Gooautntioa^of  tbe  United  Sutes  it  the  basis  of 
thia  oonfedemey ;  and  it  i8only;neca«8ary  to  rend 
tha  Gonstitntion  to  perceive  that  h  ia  nothing 
■lore  than  a  delegation  of  specific  powers  for  these 
specific  purposes,  and.that  the  general  serereigntj 
of  the  States  over  their  respective  territories  js* 
ezpreasly  retained  .by  the  Stales. 

Bot,  sir,  indepent(ent  of  these  speoffio  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Federal  Ooverttraeht,  it  has 
another  and  distinct  set  of  powert  and  duties  to 
perform  and /execute.  The  nat,ional  domain,  ns 
It  has  been  called,  embracing  the  lands  acquired 
hy  the  Revplutionary  'confiiet ;  the  lands  since 
pwehaaed  of  foreign  nations ;  and  the  lands  ceded 
by  the  several  States  to  the  Qeneral  Goverameni, 
hnong  to  the  Uqitad  States  in  their  federate  9a- 
jmeity  ;  and  no  ind^ividual  State^  as  sii'ch,  has  any 
daim  to  or  .jurisdiction  over  them.  As  to  these 
lands  the  powers  of  the  United  Statet  are  sove- 
reign, independent:  and  complete:  and  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Stntot  is  the  only  legititnnte 


aathoHty  for  the  exerctte  of  this  sovereignty.  The 
powiers  of  Congress,  theo,  in  relation  to  these  ter- 
ritories, include  the  powers  of  both  tbe  Federal 
and  State  govern  mem  ts,  in  relati<>a  to  the  States. 
I  jhave  ad  vetted  to  this  branch  of  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  Government  ns  a  means-of  dispelling 
the  obscurity  which  has  been  thrown  over  the 
Constitutional  question)  to  which  I  shall  sooo 
come,  by  confounding  the  powers  of  Congress 
over  the  States,  with  their  powers  over  tha  Ter- 
ritories. Arguments,  to  which  I  shall  have  oe^ 
ension  to  md  vert  in  the  course  of  m^r  obse^vations, 
iiave  been  used  to  justify  the  exercise  of  partiou* 
lar  powers  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  from 
^  our  acknowledged  right  to  and  practical  exercise 
qf  similar  powers  within  the  Territories. . 

In  discussing Constitntional  qMtions,  then,  we 
lay  doi^  these  axioms  :^That  in  relation  to  the 
territories,  the  powers  of  Congress  are.  supremo 
nhd  exolnsive ;  tbnt  in  relation  to  the  States,  they 
are  specifically  defined  ind  limited  by  the  Con^ 
stitutio9^-^aad  that  we  have  no  right  16  exercise, 
within  cheiimitsof  a  State«anyj>ower  as  resulting 
from  the  getoeral  righu  of  sovereignty;  because 
thatt;BOvefelgnty  belongs  to  the  States  and  to  the 
people,  and  not  to  the  Federai  Govamment,  To 
show  that  these  two  last  positions  are  correct,  I 
will  read'  the  tenth'  article  in  the  nmendroeni  of 
the.Constttution :  '*  The  powers  not  delegated  to 
'  the  United  Stales  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
*  hibiied"  by  it- to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
^  States  respectively,  or  the  people." 

As  then,  the  ineOrporation  of  this  bank  involves 
the  exercise  of  L^islativo  powers  within  the  ju- 
risdiotioo  Of  the  Slates,  in  rektioo  to  the  rights 
of  property  between  the  citjeens  of  those  States ; 
ana  as  no  power  to  incorporate  a  bank,  eo  nomine^ 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Cohstimtipn,  it  would  seem 
sufficient  for  u^  to  rest  the  aegtimeat  here,  by  n 
mere- denial  of  the  power,  and  to  csU  on  the  td* 
vocaies  of  the  bank  to  show  its  oonstittittonality* 
An  attempt  to  prove  this  constituiioOality  has 
been  made-r-aot,  how;ever,  sir,  by  arguments  ad-* 
vanned  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
HetMO  in  their  phiees,  (for  they  have,  so  iar,  ob^ 
served,  nnd^  I  understand  that  they  will  continoo 
t^  obaerve)  a  profound  silence  on  this  question^) 
but  by  arffuments  whioh  have  been  grataitously 
introduced,  by  the  ftgent  of  the  bank.  I  allude  to 
the  pamphlet  which  has  within  a  few  days  past 
been  printed  and  distributed  among  the  members, 
contaming  the  celebrate^  argument  of  CkneFal 
Htmilton,  ^  on  the  constttudonality  of  n  National 
^  Bank.''  As  that  pamphlet  'u.de/acto,  Kooide^ure, 
before  the  Conunittee,  I  will,  if  the  Committee- 
Will  indulge  me,  attempt  to  examine  some  of  the 
principal  arguments  contaiaed  ia  it,  and  I  will 
also  notice  some  additional  one^,' advanced  yes- 
terday by  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  en 
my  left  (Mr.^FisK.)  In  the  course  of  the  obser* 
rations  which  I  have  to  submit,  I  shall^  without 
doubt,  repeat  arguments  and  remarks  made  by  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and  others 
w'hic'h  are  familiar  to  the  members  of  the'  Com-> 
mittee.  My  excuse  must  rest  in  the  difficulty  of 
taking  a  connected  view  of -the  subject,-  withoui 
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sueh  refyettiions.  If  I  sfaall  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
throw  a  single  new  ray  of  light  on  this  important 
qtiestion,  1  shall  feel  amply  remunerateflfor  my 
trouble,  and  I  shall  think  the  tiitie<of  the.Comintt* 
tee  not  altogether  misspent. 

The  fir9i  argument  in  this  pamphlet  is  founded 
oa  the  soTereigiHy  oif  Che  powers  Of  Congress. 
The  Federal  OpTerumeBt  is  said  to  be  sovereign 
as  to  all  (he  objects  for  which  that  GoTreonment 
was  instituted^  A  sovereign  power  includes,  by- 
force  of  the  term,  a  right  to  all  the  me()ns  apnli- 
ca-ble  to  the  attainment  of  the.ends  for  which  that 
power  is  giveiv;  and  therefore  OoRgress  may,  ia 
virtue  of  their  sovereign  pOwer^  create  ilicorpo- 
.ratioas  for  attaiaiog  the  eada  or  objects  of  those 
powers.. 

This  arftumeAtis  founded  jod  what  th(r  logicians 
can  fetitifi  prmcipUf  or  begging  the  question. 
The>  proposition,  that  the  Government  is  sovei^ 
eign,  IS  assumed,  to  prove  that  it  possesses  the 
attributes  of  sovereif[ntyt  or^  in  other  wprds,  the 
fact^  of  sovereigoty  is  assumed,  to  prove  that  sov* 
ereigaty.  If  the  posiiion  that  the  powefs  of  this 
Government  are  sovereign  as  to  all  the  objects  of 
them;  be  proved,  I  will  ^concede  the  conftequeoce,* 
to  wit:  that  we  have  bright  to  establish  corpora- 
lions  to  attain  these  objects-^'but  I  den]r  the  fact 
of  sovereignty,  Tlie  acts,  of  Congress,  it  js  said, 
are  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be  tlie  supreme 
law  of  the  land :  and  th^  power  wiiich  can  make 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  is  necessarily  a  soy- 
ereign  power.  Out  I  deny  that  this  is  ir  correct 
definition,  or  exposition  or  sovereignty.  li  is^not 
the  higii  nature  of  an  act,  nor  the  jtuthority  of 
the  act,  that  stamps  the  <*baracterOf  sovereignty" 
on  him  who  performs  it.  The  sheriff  of  a  coaoty 
who  puts  a  man  to  deaths  under  the  sent^ce  of 
the  law,  executes  an  actt>f  as  high  import  and 
autboritjr  as  human  power  can  execute;  ai^d  yet 
the  sheriff  of  a  county  isAOt  therefore  a  soveretgn. 
IJis  authority  is  a  mere  delegated  authority-^his 
act  b  a  mere  ministerial,  mechanical  act.  The 
idea  of  sovereignty  imports  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cretion—of  judgmeat*-of  wilh  It  is  of  the  very 
essenae  ofsovereign  power,  that  you  maye^tecute 
that,  power,  or  not  execute  it-^hat  you  may  exe* 
tiuteit  when  you  will,  and  how  you  will.'  A  sov- 
ereign power,  arto  any  object,  includes  a  right  to 
any  means,  and  all  the  means  applicable  to  the 
attainment  of  the  object.  Bui,  sir,  do  CoYigress 
possess  so vereigti.  powers,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  discretionary  means,  >as  to  Ihe  attainment 
of  the  objects  of  this  Government  7  No,  sir.  The 
Constitution  isnota  generalaothority  to  Congress 
to  attain  the  objects  for  which  the  GoverameiH 
was  established ;  but  it  is  an  enumeration  of-^the 
particular  powers,  or  means,  by  which,  and  by 
which  only, certain  objects  are  to  beaccomplisbed. 
If  the  powers  of  Congress  were  sovereign,  they 
would  of  necessity  comprehend  all  the  means  ap- 
jpUcable  to  the  attainment  of  their  objects  ;  but 
Inasmuch  as  they  are  specific  and  circumscribed, 
that  very  circumstance  proves  that  they  Are  not 
sovereign.  The  people  of  the  United  States  are 
the  true  sovereigns  of  this  country.  *  From  them 
•all  power  emanates,  and  on  their  will  all  the  au* 


thority  of  this  Gk>veromeni  depends.  The  pov 
of  the  Federal  (Government  are  mere  delegated 
chartered  authorities ;  apdin  the  exercise  of  thena 
we  are  tied  downto  tbe  letter  of  ihe  Const  itotioo. 
We  have,  to  be  sure,  a  certain  latitude  of  discre- 
tion allowed  us,  within  the  letter  and  pale  of  die 
Constitution  ;  and  so  far  we  may  be  said  to  pos- 
sess St  sOrt  of  limited  qutlified  sovereignty^,  bat 
the  Constitution  is  the  standard  by  which  to  mea- 
sure the  quantum  and  exte^nt  of  our  sov^rei^aty. 
And  ouc  sovereignty,  which  is  the  result  of  the 
powerM  civen  in  the  Constitution,  is  not  the 
standard  by  which  fo  measure  the  Constitatioa. 
The  Constitution  is;  the  true  b^d  of  Proerastes— 
and  our  sovereignty;  however  unwillingly  we  may 
yield  it.  must  te  the  victim. 

Another  argument,  wbich  is  rather  an  argn- 
ment  to  tbe  favor  than  to  tlie  right  of  ihih  bmok 
is,tha^  it isaninnoceiit  institution;  tbat,altboagh 
its  erection  in  volves  the  exetx^ise  of  legislative  pow* 
ers  within  tbe  States,  it -does  i»ot  abridge  or  affect 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  as  secured  to  them  by  the 
laws  of  those  States.  A  corporation,  it  is  said,  k 
a  fiction  of  tbe  law^  a  mere  political  transform^ 
tion  of  a  number  oi  -  indiiiduals  from  ihets  Bate* 
ral  into  ao  artificial  ciiaracter,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  ^H>  dobusiness  to  better  inlraotage, 
and  on  a  more  extended  scale;  but,  that  when 
this  political  assoeiaiioh,  this  legal  entity,  isoaee 
formed,  it  becomes-  subject  to  tbe  laws-  of  the 
State  in  which  it  happens  to  be  placed.  - 

I  knoWf  sir,  that  there  is  n^thing'formiibhle  in 
the  abstract  j'dea  of  a  corporation.  It  is'ia  mere 
pbaotoin  of  the  ia^agination,  invisible,  lAtmngiblc^ 
and,  of  course,  innocents  But,  sir,  when  tbe  legal 
efi)9ctso£this  incorporation  ar^  to  invest  the  indi- 
viduals whom  it  associates  with  {>rivilfeges  and 
immunities  to  which  they  were  not  before  enct* 
lied;  wiien  this  legal  fiction  b  interposed  to  shield 
certain  individuals  from  the  liabilities  to  which 
they  <  would  be  subject  as  ordinary  citizens,  it 
•then  becomes  a  mattei'  of  liroportaBt  and  serioos 
eonseqtience.  '  What  are  some  of  the  legal  effects 
of  this  ineorpbratton  1 

Qoe  of. its  most  obvious  and  distinguished  char- 
acteristics ia^  that  it  exempts  the  private  property 
and  persons  of  the  stockholders  from  aU  liability 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  company.  By 
the  laws  of  every  State  in  the  Ujaion,  every  man 
is,  J  believe,  liable /or  the  payment  of  his  debts^ 
to  the  foil  amount  of  his  private  fortune;  and, 
in  case  that  fortune  prove  insu^eient,  his  persoa* 
al  liberty  is  at  the  disposal  of  his  creditor;  at 
least  to  a  certi^n  extent.  Is  not,  then,  the  exemp- 
itoa  from  these  liabilities  an  important  irnmo* 
nity  7  U  it  not  an  exclusive  privilege  secarcd  to 
the  stockholders  of  ^his  bank  ?  Assuredly  it  is. 
I  know  it  has  been  said  that  a  number  of  individ- 
uals may,  by  a  private  association,  f^core  to  them- 
selves all  the  advantages  of  an  incorporated  com* 
pany ;  that,  by  forming  a  com^pn  fnndnir  stock 
upon  whicn  to  do  buitiness,  and  issuing  notes 
ehaigeable  upon  that  fund,  they  may  exonerate 
their  persons  and  private  property  from  all  K^- 
bility  tor  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  ia 
that  bttsiaess.    I  am  no  lawyer,  sir ;  hot  if  the 
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lair  be  wbiit  ii  is  sliid  tp  be,  aud  what  I  beli^re 
U  to  be,  mimma  ratio,  then,  I  pronounce  ibis  doe- 
trine  not  to  be  law ;  for  nothing  can  be  more 
prepotterous  in  principle  than  to  sa]r,  that  a  man 
may,  b?  his  own  aet,  avoid  the  force  of  an  obliga- 
tion which  the  law  has  made  universal  and  un- 
qualified*. If  a  man  owes  a  debt,  ackbowledges 
he  owes  it,  and  has  received  a  consideration  for 

,  it,  the  law  has  prescribed  the  nature  and  eiten^ 
of  his  liability  to  pay  it )  and  it  is  not  for  him  to 
fiay  that  it  shall  only  fane  paid  out  of  a  "certain 

I  fond,  Of  pariicular  part  of  his  property,  and  no 
other.  Wh^n  men  contract  ai  debt  jointly,  the 
legal  obligation  to  pay  it  extends  as  weil  to  the 
persons  and  separate  property  of  'the  individual 
partners,  as  to  their  joint  property. 

Another  feature  of  this  incorporation  is,  that  it 
amhorizes  thestookholders  to  take  usurious  inter- 

'  €8l  for  their  money.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  the  bank  may  issue  notes  and  make  discounts 

[  to  double  the  amount  of  their  capital  stock ;  and, 
Jo  addition  to  that,  to  the  amount  ofuny  moneys 
irhkb  may  happed  to  be  deposited  in  their  vaults 
fbr  safe-keeping;  and  this,  too^  independent  of 
th/0  debts  created  by  tbfse  deposites.  The  bank, 
thcD)  may,  and  in  fact,; in  many  instances,  does 

'  draw  an  interest' on  thr^e  or  four  lim^s  its  capr-. 
tal.  Every  State  in  theUnion  has  laws  re^jrulat- 
iog^  the  rate  of  interest,  and<in  most  of  the  States 
this  rate  is  fixed  at  six  per  cent,  a  year.  By  these 
laws  it  is  made  penal  for  a  man  to' receive  more 
than  sfx  per  cent  interest  for  the  use  of  any  sum 
of  money  which,  by  a  loan,  he  puts  at  hazard, 
aBd  the  use  of  Which  he  deprives  himself 'of. 
Now, sir,  this  bank  is  permitted^.contrary  to  tho^ 
laws,  to  draw  an  interest  otf  twenty  or  tnirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars^  wheti,  in  troth,  the  w4iole  extent 
of  its  responsibility,  the  whole  sum  which  it  puis 
at  hazard,  and  the  use  of  which  it  for^^oes,  is 
only  its  original  stock  often  millions.  In  answer 
to  this,  it  will  be  said  that  an  individual  may.  by 
iasoiag  notes  to  an  amount  greater  than  his  prop- 
erty, legally  receive  an  interest  on  a  capital  which 
he  doe&oot  possess.  But  it  must  be  recollected, 
in  eaae  af  the  indiyidtUil,  that,  atthotigb  he  may 
not  at  the  particular  time  possess  a  property  ade- 
quate to  the  paymeotof  his  debti,  yet  that  all  tbe< 
property  which  he  may  sob6e({^eD<ly  aiequiref 
will  be  liable  for  fhe  payment  of  those  debts;  and 
what  is  more,  8ir,>his  personal  liberty  is  always 

eat  ia  jeopardy.  '  In  this  point  of  ^iew  the  Ua- 
ililj  and  'the  hazardH)f  the  individual  i^ay  fairly 
be  said  to  be  coextensive  with  the* whole imootit 
of  the  capital  oa  which  he  draws  aa  mterest ; 
aad  which  is  often  the  Ctfse  with  the  bank. 

This  bank  incorporation  possesses  other  (|i}tli;' 
ties  at  war  with  the  laws  or  the  several  Butes| 
one  of  which  is,  that  it  authorizes  etockholders, 
who  may  be  foreigners^  to  hold  real  esute.  But, 
air,  I  will  -not  detain  tn^  Committee  any  loajfer 
on  thb  part  of  the  argument,  for  this  institution 
eanaot  be  said  to  be  ipno<560t,  as  regards  the  rights 
of  the  Stat^  when  tts  effects, on  the  rights  of 
property  are  to  exonerate  the  stockholders  from 
some  of  the  most  important  responsibilities  whieh 
the  Jaws  of  the  aeferal  Sutes  have  provided  for 


the  payment' of  debts;  and  when  it  authorizes 
the  taking  of  usurious  interest.  I  lay  it  down, 
then,  as  a  positron  which  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  the  granting  of  this  cha Her  is  not  only  an 
interference  with  the  municipal  regulations  of 
the  several  States  in  relation  to  the  >igbts  of 
property  ;  but  that  it  is  an  infraction  of  ihe  rights 
of  individuals  as  secured  by  tho^  regulations. , 

But  itis  cooteiMle^,  that  a  right  to  incorporate 
a  Bapk  of  the  United  States  is- delegated  to  Con- 
gress by  th9  Constitution  ;  and  five  or  six  difier^ 
ent  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  refetred  to 
as  giving  this  riiH^t.  It  is  said  that  it  is  implied 
IB  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  in  the  pow- 
er'to  borrow  money,  in  the  power  to  .resfufate 
trade  and  intercoorse  between  the  several  States, 
in  ih9  power,  ru provide  for  the  general  welfare, 
and  in  the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respebting  the  territorial  and  other 
property  ^f  the  United  States.  The  very  circum- 
stance of  referring  this  rijht  ttj  many  different 
h^ds  of  authority  Is,  in  itself,  conclusive  evi- 
4enc«,  that  it  has  no  verjr  direct  rdation  to  any  of 
th#ro.  For  it  can  scarcely  be  Imagined,  that  the 
single  aet  of  incorporatiog  a  bank  can  be  at  the 
same  time  anythinjir  like  a  direct  execution  ofso 
many  and  such  distinct  and  independent  powers^ 
But  I  will  esM^mioe  these  proviftions  separately. 

Before  I  proceed,  however,  1  will  premise  that 
all  the  argun^nt^  in  support  of  the  right  to  in- 
corporate a  bank,  as  dedueible  frc^m  the  provisione 
of  the  Coostiintton  itself,  are  built  up  by. the  aid 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which-bas  been 
sometimes  oall^  *^the  sweeping  clause."  I  al- 
iada  to  the  elapse  which. declares  that  Congress 
shall  have  the  right  lo  pass  all  l«hivs  necessary 
and  proper  for. the  carry iilg  iaJo. execution  the 
del^ated  powers.  All  the  powers  in  the  Consti- 
tution are  given  for  certain  ends  or  objects.  But 
each  poweris-aat  a  general  aathorrty  to  attain  a 
par^tfular  object,  and  comprehending,  of  course, 
qU  the  means  or  powers  applicable  to  its  accom- 
plishment; bat,  Jji  most  cases,  it  is  a  specific 
fneans  for  effifoting  eome  particular  end/&nd  all 
other  means  or^  powers,  (for  means  and  powers 
are  the  same  thing.)  eondticive  to  the  same  end, 
%f«  expressly  exclpded)  by  the  restrictive  clauses 
of  the  Coostftntion,'  _ 

The  mode  of  reasoning  adopted  by  General 
Hamilton,  and  the  4Aher  advocatea  of  implied 
J)ow^i»,  is  this  r  They  first  search  for  the  end  or 
object,  for  which  a  particular  power'is  ^  vea ;  and 
this  object  wiH  he  an  immediate. or  alttmite  one, 
as  may  ^est  suit  the  purpose  of  the  argdment. 
Having  ascertained  the  end  or  object,  they  abaj- 
doa  the  power;  or,  rather,  they*  confound  the 
power  and  the  t^ect  of  it  together,  aad.  make  the 
attajntheat  of  the  object,  and  the  execution  of 

the  power  given  tof  accomplish  it,  convertible 
terras.  Whatever,  they^  say,  attains  the  object 
for  which  any  power  is  given,  is  an  execution  of 
that  power.  But  the  Ceastitution  gives  to  Con- 
gress a  right  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  prop- 
er for  carrying  intoexecution  the  delegated  pow- 
ers; andj  therefore,  as  th^  execution  of  a  power 
atid  the  attainsi^nt  of  itsr  object,  are  synooy  moos 
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terms ;  tbe  Goastitution  gives  to  Congress  a  .ri£[bt 
to  make  all  law9  necessary  and  proper  for  attain- 
ing the  ends  or  objects  for  whicb  the  various 
powers  in  the  Constitution  are  given. 

I  beg  leave  to  read  a  passage  from  this  pam- 
phlet: ^'Tka  relation  between  the  measure  and 
^  the  end ;  between  the  nature  of  the  means  em- 
^  ployed  towards  tbe  eifecution  of  a  power,  and 
'  the  object ;  must  be  the  criterion  of  constituiioo- 
*  ality.'^  Here  then,  is  the  axiom — now  for  the 
application  .of  it«  The  Constitution  gives  to 
Gongr^s  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  and  also  the 
power  to  borrow  money,  omx  the  e8taji>lishment 
of  a  bai^  is  neither  levying  taies  npr  borrowing 
money ;  nor  is  the  law  incorporating  the  bank/a 
law  to  levy  taxes,  or  a  law  to  bdrrow  money. 
But  the  ijomediata  end  or  object,  for  ivhtch  these 
two  powers  .were'given,  wa*,  to  efta^e  the  Oov- 
erament  to  raise  a  revenue ;  and  a  bank  may  pro- 
mote this  object.  Then,  sir,  by  a  d^taroun  ap- 
plication of  the  argument  which  1  have  stated^ 
the  fallacy  of  whkn  consists  in  tbe  sudden  and 
unobserved  transitions  w^ch  are  made  from  the 
power  to  the  object^  and  from  the  object  back 
again  to  the  power^  they  prove  that  th^  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  is  in  execution  of  the  powera  to 
lay  taxes  and  to  borrow  money.  I  -will  now,  air, 
proceed  to  examine  the  particular  provisioas  of 
the  Coniuitution  which  have  been  relied  on,  and 
to  place  the  subject  in  some  different  aapeetsv 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  contended  that  ihe 
right  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
is  included  in  tbe  power  to,  lay  ai^d  collet- taxes. 
And -what  is  the  ai^ument  \j  whtcU  this  position 
is  maintained  7  W hyy.sir,  it  is  said  that  me  law, 
by  creating  bank  paper,  and  making  that  paper 
reoeivable  in  payipent  for  taxes,  increaaee  the 
circulating  medium  in  which  tax^  are  paid,  aod 
of  course  must  facilitate  the  payment  of  them. 
That  whatever  facilitates. the  payment  of  tajrea, 
facili^tea  also  the  collation  oltb^m;  and  what- 
e;ver  aids  or  facilitates  the  calleGtioo  of  ta^ea,  ia  a 
means  for  their  coUectioiL  And  therefore,  the 
incorporation  of  a  baak  is  in  e^ecutka  of  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes^ 

No  man,  sir,  ought  to  complain  of  the  waak- 
neas  of  a  Governmeat;  whoae  powera  may  be; 
rtcuionedup  by  logic  like  this*  Amidst  the  ixi* 
fitkite  variety  of  relations,  and  coauexionst'aad 
dependencies  and  apalogias  by  whicb  all  hamaa 
transactions  are  allied  to  each  other,  he  mint'be 
a  weak  politician  who  cii^not,  by  hookin|^  to- 
gether a  chain  of  implication  4ike  this,  justify 
any  and  every  measure. of  tx)liticai:  policy  or 
eceaomy,  as  a  means  of  execating  aome  of  the 
powers  with  which  this  Goyernmentis  infruaied. 
Take  this  latitude  of  implication  or  construction, 
and  you  want  no  other  powc^r  batnke  pevrer  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes.  It  may  be  tortdred  into  a 
justification  of  every  measure  whioh  ambition 
itself  could  desire.  No  tvrant  ever  made  a  law: 
without  assigning  the  public  good  as  the  taiotive 
of  it.  No  man  oa  this  flooC)  however  wicked  hia 
designs,  would  venture  to  propose  a  measure 
(indeed  few  could  be  proposed)  in  favdr  of  whidi 
he  coOld  not  adduct'some  plausibU  argument,  to 


show  that  it  would .  tend  -to  pronM>te  the  ^enenX 
piosperitv  of  the  country.  And  in  ahowiu^  this 
he  would  show  ito  consututioaality;  for  it  is  de- 
monstrable .  that  whatever  would  promote  the 
general  prosperity  of  thecouqtry,  would,  and  for 
that  very  reason,  facUilat^,  in  some  greater  or 
less  degree,  the  payment  of  taxes;  and  might 
therefore  be  justified  as  a  means  for  the  oollee* 
tion  of  taxes* 

*  '  But,  sir.  the  Constitution,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, and  X  must  repeat  it  again,  for  this  ia  the 
radical  source  of  aU  the  error  on  this  subject — 
the  ConstitQtion  of  the  United  Sta^c^  ia  not,  as 
sucb  reasoning  supposes  it  to  be^  a  mere  general 
designation  otHhe  ends  or  objects  for  which  the 
Federal  Crovernmant  was  establiahed,  and  lear<*> 
ia;^  to  Congress  a  discretiou  as  to  the  meaaa  or 
powers  by  which  those  ends  shall  be  bnMtght 
abouL    But  the  Constitution,  is  a  specificatioa 
of  tbe  i)ov^e^  or  means  tjiemselves  by  which  car- 
tain -objects  are  to  be  accomplished.    The  pow^ 
ers  of  the  Constitution,  carried  into  execution  ac- 
cording to  ^e  strict  tei'ms  and  import  of  theai, 
are  the  appropriate  m^aas,  and  the  pofy  means 
within  the  reach  qi  this  Grorernment,  for  theat- 
taiivment  of  its  en(ts*    It  is  true,  as  tho^  Coostita- 
tion  declares^  and  it  would  be  eiiiually  true  if  tbe 
Constitution  did  not  declare  it.  that  CoiigTesa 
liave  a  right  to  pass  all  lawa  neceasary  and  proper 
for  executing  tbe  delegated  powers ;  but  Ibis  gives 
no  latitude  of  discretion  in  the  adectioa  of  metta 
or  powers.    A  power  given  to  Congress  la  fis 
Lf^islative  capacity,  without  the  right  to  pass 
laws  to  execute  it,  would  be  nugato^ ;  woi^.be 
no  power  at  all.    It  woUld  he  a  aolecison  in  laa- 
gui^e  to  call  it  a  iiower*    A,  power  to  lay  aad 
collect  taxesf  carries  With  it  a  right  to  make  laws 
for  that  purpose;   but  they  most  be  laws  lohiy 
and  collect  taxes,  and  not  Ikwa  to  incorporate 
faanka.    If  you  undertake  to  juatify  a  law  under 
a  jwrticajar  power,  you  must  show  tba  iacidea- 
tality  ao4  applicability  of  the  la w^ to  the^wer 
itself,  aod  pot  taerely  ita  relation  to  any  supposed 
eqd  which  is  to  be  accomplished  by  tta  exewise. 
You  must^kh^w  that  theplaini.direct,  osteaaiUev 
primary;object  and  teodeUcy  of  your  law  is  to 
execute  the  power^  and  not  that  it  wiU  tend  to 
facilitate  the  execution  of  iL    It  is  hot  lass  absurd 
than  it  is  dangerous,  .fiivt  to  assume  some  gceai| 
distinct  and  indepeodent  power,  uakaown  to  the 
ConstitotioD^and  violating  the  rights  of  the  States; 
4ad,  then,  to  attampi  to  justify  ir,  by  a  lefeiawe 
to  some  remote,  indirect^  collateral  tendencTi 
whieh  th^  axeretse  of  it  may  hitve  towar<^  fsaiU 
itating  the  execution  of  some  known  and  ae- 
knowtodged  power.     This  word  fac^kUaU  has 
become  a  very  fashionable  w^rd  in  the  eoaatrae- 
tion  6f  powers;  but,  sir,  it  is  a  dymgeroos  one) 
it  means  more  than  we  .are  aware  of.    To  do  a 
thing  and  te  facilitate  tbe  doidig  of  it,  aie  diatiact 
ofieratiohs;  they  are  distinct  means;  they  are 
distiacC  powers.    The  Constitution  has  expressly 
;given  to  Congress  the  pother  to  do  certiin  tbiags; , 
and  it- has,  as  explicitly,  withheld  from  them  the 
power  to  do  every  other  thing.    The  power  to 
lay  aiid  collect  taxea  is  cue  thing;  and  the  power 
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CO  estsblish  banks,  iovoWidg  in  its  Exercise  the 
r^^Jation  of  the  internal  doinestic  economy  of 
the  States,  is  another  and  totally  distinct  thing; 
and  the  one  is  therefore  not  included  in  the  other. 
Again,  sir,  it  rs  contended  that  the  right  to  in- 
corporate a  bank  is  implied  in  the  power  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  between  the  several 
States.  It  is  said  to  be  so,  inasmuch  as  it  creates, 
a  paper  currencj,  which  furnished  a  convenient 
and  common  circulating  medium  of  trade  be- 
t^ween  the  several  States.  Money,  sir,  has  ^oth- 
ing  more  to  do  with  trade^  than  that  it  furnishes 
a  medium  or  representative  of  the  value  of  the! 
articles  employed  in  trade.  .  The  only  office  of 
tenk  bills  Is  to  represent  money.  Now,  if  it  be 
a  regulation  of  trade,  to  create  the  representative 
articles  or  subjects  of  trade,  a  fortiori,  will  it  be 
a  regulation  Of  trade  to  create  the  articles  or  sub- 
jects themselves.  By  this  reasoning  then 'you 
may  justify  the  right  of  Cbngress  to  establish 
maiHifacturiDg  and  agricultural  companies  within 
the  sereral^States ;  because  the  direct  object  and 
^feet  of  these  would  be,  to  increase  manufactures 
atid  agricultural  products,  which  are  the  known 
and  commoB  subjects  of  trade.  You  might,  with 
more  propriety  say,  that  tinder  the  power  to  Reg- 
ulate trade  between  the  States,  we  have  a  tight 
to  incorporate  canal  companies;  because  canals 
woaid  tend  directly  to  open,  facilitate  and  en- 
eoorage  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  several 
States;  and,  in  my  humble  oninion,  sir,  canals, 
would  furnish  a  much  mpr^  salutary,  direct  and 
efficacious  means,. for  enabling  the  great  body  of 
the  people  to  pay  their  taxes,  than  is  furnished 
by  banljpk  But,  sir,  these  various  powers  have 
never  been  claimed  by  the  Federal  Government; 
and,  much  aa  I  am  known  to  favor  that  particular 
ipeciea  of  internal  improvement,  I  would  never 
▼ote  lo  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpoae  of 
opediog  a  canal  through  any  State,  without  first 
oDiainine  the  consent  of  that  State,  whose  terri- 
torial rights  would  b«  affected  by  it.  There  can 
be  no  question,  but  canal  comimnies,  and  .agri- ' 
eultural  companies,  and  manufacturinff  com- 
peafesy  tfnd  banking  companies,  may  all  tpnd|. 
moi^  or  less,  to  facilitate  the  opej'ations  of  traded 
but  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  political 
regnlations  of  trade;  and  such  only  come  within 
the  teope  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 

"Bat,  fit  is  azain  said,  that  the  right  to  grant  this 
charier  is  included  in  the  power  to  borrow  mo- 
ney»  The  right  U  attempted  to.  be  deduced  by  a 
tiaio  of  reasoptftg  similar  to  that  employed  in 
relation  to  the  proviisions  which  I  have  already 
noticed — by  forming  a  string  of.  implications,  by 
which  you  prove  that  a  power  to  act  in, certain 
eues,at|d  in  relation  to  certain  subjects,  implies 
the  |M>wer  to  create  those  cases  and  subjects  to  act 
up6n.  The  €k)vernment,  it  is  said,  may  want 
and  must  have  money,  in  nuy  great  natioDal 
crisis.  A  National  Bank  with. ah  extensive  cap- 
ital will  furnish  ample  means  for  loans,  will 
faCiHtate  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  borrow ; 
and,  therefore,  the  right  to  establish  such  a  bank 
is  implied  in  the -power  to  borrow.  No  one,  but 
a  logician,  sir,,  would  imagine  that  a  power  to 


lend  and  a  power  to  borrow  had  any  relation  to 
each  other — much  less  could  he  conjectufe,  that 
a  power  to  borrow,  and  a  po^er  to  create  the 
ability  to  lendj  mean  the  same  thing.  A  plain 
unsophisticated  man,  on  reading  the  Cojisiitu- 
lion,  would  say,  that  the  power  to  borrow,  neces- 
sarily, and  by  force  of  the  term,  pre-supposed 
the  existence  of  the  ability  and  disposition  to 
lend  ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  unless 
such  ability  anddisposition  should  actually  exist. 
But  the  favorite  doctrine  is,  that  all  powers  are 
given  for  particular  ends,  and  include  all  the 
m^ans  applicable  to  their  attainment.  Here  the 
end  is  to.  borrow  money  ;  to  borrow  honestly  if 
we  can,  but — to  borrow..  The  ability  to  lend  is  a 
necessary  means  or  ingredient  toward  perfecting 
the  execution  of  the  power  to  borrow.  But.  sir, 
let'^me  ask,  whether  the  disposition  to  lend  be  y 
not  as  necessary  a  means  towards  accomplishing 
a  loan  as  the  abilitv  ?  U  unquestionably  is.  And, 
of  course,  by  the  doctrine  that  the  end  jtistifies 
the'.means.  you^ma^  coerce  the  will  to  leod^and 
this  too  equally,  m  cases  where  the  ability  is 
created  by  Congress,  and  where  it  is  derived 
from  any  other' quarter.  A  loan  obtained  by 
bringing  into  fair  operation  all  the  implications 
of  this  pow^r  would  be  borrowing  in  an  off- 
handed style.  Siioh  a  loan,  if  effected  by  Bona- 
parte, we  should  call  robbery.  But  in  this  mild 
Rej^ublic,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  the 
fair  exercise  of  an  implied  Constitutional  power.  ' 

I  ha^e  pursued  this  arj^ument  thus  far,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  absurdities  into 
which  this  doctrine  of  implication  will  lead  us. 
Bbt  suppose,  sir,  that  thtf  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  question  be  correct, 
to  wit:  that  the  power  to  borrow  implies  a  right 
to  furnish  the  ability  to  lend.  IVhatj  I  would 
ask,  b  the  probable  fact,  as  to  the  facilities  which 
this  bank  will  afford  th6  Qovern.men^  in  bor* 
towing?         *  ^ 

It  will  be  conceded  that  we  shall  h»ve  no  oc- 
e^aiipn'for  borrowing,  except  in  case  of  war;  and 
if  we  have  ^  war,  the  probability  is^  that  that  war 
will  be  with  Qrfeat  Britain— I  say  this,  not  as  a 
party  man,  sir,  bat  because  the  inierests  of  that 
nation;  from  her  situation,  and  her  rival  pursuits, 
will  be  much  more  likely  to  come  in  collision 
with  oufis,  than  those  of  any  other  Power.  Now 
it  is  a  fact,  in  evidehce  before  the  Committee, 
that  more  than  one-half  of  the  stock  of  this  bank 
bclopgs  to  British  subjects:  and  although,  as  for- 
eigners, they  can  have  no  direct  agency  in  the 
affairs  of-the  bank,  yet  we  well  ktiow  that  through 
the  instruihejptality  of  their  friends  and  agents, 
of  whom  there  are,  unfortunately,  too  many  in 
this  country,  they  may  completely  control  its 
operations.  Now,  I  would  ask,  whether  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  the  British  subjects  would  be  willing 
to  lend  us  money  tO  carry  on  war  against  their 
sovereign?  Would  i hey  not,  on  the  contrary, 
exert  the  influence  which  they  are  said  to  .possess 
over  the  moneyed  interest  of  this  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  depressing  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
.try  i  for  the  purpose  of  crippling  the  operations 
ot  the  State  banks ;  aod  for  tue  purpose  of  drying 
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up  the  soilrces  from  which  the  Government 
migtit  otherwise  calculate  to  derive  supplies  t 
But,  sir,  this  has  IHtle  to  do  with  the  queslioQ  of 
codstitutionality^to  which  t  will  again  return. 

Another  ground  upon  which  the  constitution- 
ality of  this  institution  has  been  attempted  U>  be 
supported,  is,  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  regular 
and  successful  administration  of  the  'finances. 
There  isno  question,bet  the  bank  and  Its  branches 
afford  convenient  places  for  the  deposite  and  safe 
keeping'  of  the  public  revenue,  it  is  not  to  be 
controverted  that  thev  also  furnish  a  safe,  conve- 
nient, expeditious  and  cheap  means  for  the  trans- 
mission of  money?  from  one  part  of  thft  United 
States  to  another,  as  they  may  foe  wanted  by  the 
Government;  and,  if  these  facilities  were  not  to  be 
attained  in  any  other  way,  I  should  say  it  would 
^  afford  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  bank.  Not  a 
bank  infringing  and  violating  the  rights  of  'the 
States;  bul,  a  bank  upon  principles  consistent 
with  those  rights. 

But,  sir,  is  there  not,  in  every  State  in  which 
there  is  a  branch  of  the  United  States' B4nk,  also 
one  or  more  State,  banks,  of  equal  respectability, 
and  of  equal  securitv—^at  least  to  the  extent  of 
,any  sum  for  which  they  are  willing  to  undertake  ? 
These  State  batiks  may  he  used  as  depositaries 
for  the  public  moneys  and  they  will  be  equally 
safe  and  convenient.  And,  if  you  will  giteito 
these  State  banks  the  advajntages  of  these  depos- 
ite.s,  as  you  have  hitherto  giYen  them  to  the  Uni- 
ted States' Bank,  they  will  furnish  means  for  Uie 
transmission  of  moneys  from  place  to  place^ 
equally  safe,  convenient,  cheap,  and  expeditious. 
Tills  object  will  be  attained  by  connexions  which 
wiH  be  t'onned  between  the  banks  of  the  different 
States.  Such  connexions  have  already  in.  manjf 
instances  been  formed.  But  (hey  have  not  be^n 
carried  to  the  extent  they  otherwise  would  have 
been,  on  account  of  the  United  States'  Bank  and 
its  branches;  between  which  there  is  so  tatioi^te 
and  ^0  necessary  a  cobnexion. 

But,  in  answer  to  this,  it'  is  said  that  if  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  Constitu- 
tional without  the  existence  of  the  State  banks, 
it  is  equally  so  with.  That  a  power  which  is 
once  Constitutional-  is  equally  so  ac  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstance^.  That  a  rig^hi  whicfo. 
must  depend  for  its  existence  on  the  will  of  ih(6 
State  Legislatures,  over  whom  we  have  no  con- 
trol, is  incomplete,  and  indeed,  as  to  us,  is  no 
right  at  alL  This  argament  is  founded  on  the 
supposition  that  the  Federal  Government  is  a 
complete  Government,  coataioing in  itself  all  the 
principles  and  powers  necessary  Tor  its  own  oper- 
ations, which  supposition  is,wholly  false.  The 
Federal  Government  does  not  profess  to  be  com- 
plete in  itself.  It  is  expressly  prodicaled  on  the 
existehce  of  the  State  governments;  and  tnost 
of  the  facilities  for  its  exercise  are. derived  from 
the  3tate  governments.  It  cannot  perform  even 
its  own  peculiar  powers  and  fuactions,  without 
the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  State  authorities. 
How,  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  is  yOur  Government 
constituted  ?  Your  Senate  is. appointed  directly 
by  the  State  Legislatures.    Your  Presidentand 


House  of  Representatives,  indirectly,  bv  ikft 
same  authority. ,  Suppose  tney  should  n^fector 
refuse  to  make  these  appointments,  can  you  com- 
pel ihem  to  do  it.  Np,  sir.  Can  you  punish 
them  for  not  doing  it  7  Not  in  the  least.  They 
may  appoint  or  not,  as  they,  think  prope^ ;  and  if 
they  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  it,  your  boasted 
complete 'Government  would  die  a  natural  death, 
by  its  own  imbecility^  It  is  not  fair,  then,  to  aay 
that  a  power  fs Constitutional  because  theGoTerm* 
ment  would  be  incomplete  without  it.  It  is  not  £nc 
to  say,  that  what  would  be  Constitutional^  with- 
out the  existence  of  the  St4te  governments  and 
their  appendages,  ta  equally  so  with.  This  would 
prove  that  you  have  a  right  to  appoint  your  own 
President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives. 
It  would  go  to  usurp  all  the  powers  of  the  Suae 
governments;  for  the  Government  could  not  be 
si^td  to  be  complete'^ without  possessing  the  pow- 
ers of  both  Go veruments combined*  indeed,  this 
Federal  Government  caniiot  be  said  to  be  coot- 
plete  as  to  a  single  pcfwer,  withoi|t  all' the  auxil- 
iary powers  of  the  State  governo^ents ;  for  tjiere 
is  not  a  single  act  which  it<;an  perform  without 
their  assistance,  directly  or  indirectly.  The  very 
bank  laW  now  under  consideration  is  an  illostra- 
Oon  of  this — for  how.  are.  the  provisions  of  this 
law  to  be  enforced  ;  how  are  ttie  debts  .which  it 
authorizex  to  be  contracted  to  be  collected,  but 
through  themedium  of  the  State  couru?  The 
doctrine  of  perfect  'rights,  then,  if  it  prove  any- 
thing, proves  too  much.  IT  it  proves  that,  la 
order  to  manage  your  revenues,  you  may  estab- 
lish banks  within  the  States ;  it  equally  proves, 
that,  in  order  to  carry  the  pruivisions  of  your  bank 
laws  into  execution,  you  may  establish  couru 
and  offices  within  the  Stales  for  that  purpose. 
I  think  then,  sir,  I  may  fairly  cobclude,  that  so 
long  as  the  State  governments  furnish  you  wicJi 
all  ttie  facilities,  >vhieli  yon  can  reasonably  re- 
quire, for  conducting  your  revenues  by.  mcaaa 
of  the^ir  State  banks;  so  long  it  will  be  uanecea- 
sary — so  long  it  will  be  improper— and.  tlier«* 
Ibre^  jio  bng  it  will  be  unconstitutional  to'  invada 
the  turisdiction  of  the  States,  to  establish  nationai 
banks. 

.  Again.  The  constitutionality  of  the  bank  kaa 
been  atteoipted  to  be  maintained  by  a. reference 
to  rtie  |>lira9e  in  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  firovide  fur  the  geaerai 
welfare.  I  will  read  the  clause  in  which  the 
phrase  is  contained:  " The  Congress  shall  bate 
^  power  to  lay  %nd  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 

*  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  tke 
( Common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  tJie 

*  United  States."  This  clause  has  been  errooeoua- 
ly  construed  by  some  to  contain  ai  successive  del* 
egation  of  three  or  four  distinct  powers,  to  witt 
a  power  tu  lay  taxes— a  power  to  pay  the  debts— > 
a  power  to  provide  for  the  coipoion  defence  and 
general  welfare^  If,  then  it  is  said,  Coogreos 
have  power  to  provide  for  the  general  welture, 
they  may  choose  the  metfns,  which  are  here  mot 
made  spiecific,.  but  left  discretiopary,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  obiect ;  and,  fts  in  their  opinion 
a  National  Bank  wiU  conduce  to  tkat  object,  they 
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hmr^m  rfgfai  to  establbh  •  PlAiioiial  Biink*  But 
nr^  thb  is  a  totftl  misconception  of  (he  meaning 
of  this  clause  of  tbo  Constitaiion.  Instead  of 
ikree  or  tour  distinct  grants  of  power,  this  clause 
eontmins  but  one  gr^ot  of  power,  namelf,  the 
power  to  raise  money  by  xnxe^,  4^.*-and  all  the 
subsequent  parts  of  the  clause  are  a  m^re  timiia* 
tkm  of  this  power  to  raise  roon«y ;  or  a  specifi- 
eation  of  the  purp<>8e9  for  which  money  tnay  be 
eolleciedi  That  this  is  not  a  general  authority 
to  €k>ngrets  to  provide  for  the  comnK>n  defence 
and  general  welfare,  is  instantly  discovered  by  a 
eemparisoo  of  this  clause  with'  the  subsequent 
part  of  this  section ;  wfaieb  consists  of  a  list  or 
eoiMMnuioa  of  tbe  specific  means  or  powers,  by 
wfcich  Cooffreao  may  provide  for  the  comtson 
dofeace  aod  general  weliare^  And  it  would  be 
uaaeeessary  and  absurd  in  itself,  as  well  as  re- 
pag nant  to  tiie  whole  spirit  and. character  of  this 
Oonstitotton,  to  give,  first,  a  general  power,  and 
then  to  delegate  specific  powers,  all  comprehended 
in  the  general  one.  Although  I  do  not  think 
ttero'  is  aay  ambiguity  in  this  clause,  as  it  now 
stands,  yet,  its  meahing  miffht,  perhaps,  be  ren- 
dered more  petaptcupus  and  definite  by  altering 
phraseology  so  as  to  read  in  this  way :  ^Oon* 
IB  shall  have  power  to  Isry  and  collect  tajtes, 
uties,  imposts,  and  excise,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  debts  and  providing  for  the  common 
flefence  and  general  welfare  pf  the  United  States; 
bat  (going  on  again,  sir,-  with  a  further  qualifioa- 
tion  of  the  same  power  to  raise  money)  all  duties, 
jiDposts,  and  excise,  shall  be  uniform  throughout 
tbe  United  Sutes.''  This,  then,  n  merely  a 
right  to  raise  revenue;  and,  so  far  as  regards  the 
obfecUi^  which  revenoe  may  be  raised,  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  are  discretionary ;  provided  those' 
olijects  come  within  the  description  of  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare: 
Bat  so  for  as  regards  the  mecms  by  which  these 
reveaoes,  when  collected,  shall  be  applied  to  their 
deotiaed  objects  we  must  look  to  the  powers  of 
Ckrogfoss  as  defined  and  limited  in  the  sabseauent 
parts  of  this  section.  In  other  words,  this  clause . 
gives  plenarv  powers  to  raise  iponey  y  but  it  gives 
nopower^-I  shpold  say,  political  powers— in  rela- 
tkw  to  its  application  and  expenditure*  The 
powers  of  Congress  over  the  money,  when  eol« 
leated,  in  reference-  to  its  expenditure,  would  be 
t^  eaoie  which  an  individual  possessea  over  his 
private  property-^powers  resolting  £rom  the  na- 
tave  of  properijT;  and  as' regulated  by  the  laws  of 
the  Slate  in  which  it  might  happen  to  be  situated. 
I  will  illastrate  my  idea  by  a  case^  Suppose  the 
Coasthatlon  had  ^iven  to  Congress  the  power  to 
r^ae  a  odillioo  of  doHara,  to  provide  for  a  National 
UntverMty.  Would  it  then  follow  that  we  might 
go  kto  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  take 
Toar  property^property  secured  to  you  by  the 
laws  of  that  Slate— to  make  this  establishment 
ujfwa?  Could  we  take  the  public  propertv  of 
that  State  fo  this  purpose?  To  both  of  these 
qttcstioaa.  every  man  who  onderstands  anything 
of  the  Constitution  will  promptly  answer,  no. 
This  power  then  to  raise  meneyy  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  National  Unirersity,  is  only  a 
lllhCoji.  3dSj5s$.— 21 


power  toratse  money :  and,  for  the  means  of  apply- 
ing it,  we  must  search  for  our  power  in  another 
partof  the  Constitution.  OndoiDgthiswesbouiid 
find  that  we  most  erect  the  university  either  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  one  of  the  Terri- 
tories over  which  we  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  ; 
or,  in  case  we  should  choose  to  erect  it  within 
the  limits  of  a  particular  State,  we  must  first  not 
only  purchase  the  land,  but  obtain  a  cession  of 
the  jurisdiction  from  the  State  government    The 

Shrase  of  pi'Mdingfor  the  general  vfelfare,  then, 
I  a  mere  ^oalificfiiion  of  the  power  to  levy  taxes, 
and  can  giv^  no  authority  in  relation  to  tlaoks. 

There  is  one  more,  and  I  believe  but  one  more, ' 
provision  in  the  Constitution,  which  is  relied  on^ 
as  authorizing  the  establishment  of  this  baiiA. 
It  is  this :  **  Congress  shall  have  a  right  to  disjpi>so  . 
( of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulaoons 

respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  af  the 
^  United  States.^  It  is  said  that,  in  virtue  of  this 
provision,  Congress  have  established  the  Territo- 
rial governments,  which  ere  corporations  of  the 
highest  and  most  extensive  nature,  exercising  po- 
liUeal  powers  over  the  person  as  w^l  as  the  pro-' 
perty  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stttes;  and  that 
no  complaint  has  been  made,  tkat  Congress  has 
exceeded  its  authority,  in  this  particular.  Why 
may  we  not,  then,  it  is  asked,  establish  corpora^ 
tioos  toregukte  and  mansge  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  United  Stains,  which  is  coupled  ia 
the  Constitution  with  (he  territorial  property? 
The  fallacy  of  this  argument  consists  in  not  mark- 
ing the  distinctioo,  which  exists  in  these  two 
species  of  property,  and  the  consequent  powers 
of  the  Oovernment  over  them.  The  property 
which  the  Uoiced  States  possess  in  the  territo- 
rial lands'  is  not  a  mere  right  of  soil,  a  mere 
ustt/iKOt-* bat  it  also  includes  the  rij^ht  of  juria- 
diction  and  sovereignty.  It  is  \fi  firtue  ol  thia 
right  of  jurisdiction,  or  those  sovereign  plenary 
and  exclusive-powers  over  the  Territories,  which 
I  noticed  in  a  former  part  of  my  obserrations, 
that  these  corporations  or  Territorial  govef  nmenU 
hare  been  established.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
revenues  are  not  only  personal  property^  but  a 
4ua(ified  property — they  are  collected  for  cer- 
tain objects^  and  are  suliject  intnxnMitu,  to  the 
l6cal  jiKisdicttnns.  This  argument,  then,  which 
is  founded  on  an  analogy  that  does  not  exist,  must 
fall  with  the  analogy  that  supports  it* 

Bat,'Mr.  Chairman,  my  ho'norable  friend  (Mr. 
FieK>  has  advanced  a  new  argument  in  support 
of  the  constitutionality  of  this  bank— an  argu- 
meot,  not  deduced  from  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself  but  founded  on  prescription.  He 
tells  us  that  this  bank  was  originally  incorporated 
by  a  Congress  fully  competent  and  qualified  to 
decide  on  its  constitutionality  ;  that  its  existence 
is  almost  ooeval  with  the  Government;  that  it 
has  b»en  countenanced  by  all  succeeding  Admin- 
iacrations ;  that  laws  have  been  passed  \o  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  original  charter;  and  there- 
fore the  Constitutional  question  must  be  consid- 
ered as  settled,  adjudicated,  and.  at  rest. 

Whatever  may  oe  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  long  rohe^  I  cannot  for  myself  yield  to  this 
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doctrioe  of  prescriptive  Consiiiuiional  rights.  It 
^  may  answer  Iq  KDgiand,  where  they  have  do 
conslilulion ;  or  where,-  nether,  as  ihey  choose  to 
explain  it,  immemorial  usage,  or  prescriptioo.  are 
evidence  of  what  their  Constitution  is.  It  may 
do  in  CuDDecticut — (it  is  not  my  design  to  dero- 

?[ate  from  the  respectability  of  that  Sia4e,  nor  of 
ts  institutions)— It  may  be  good  doctrine  in  Con- 
necticut, where  ancient  customs  and  steady  habits 
are  their  constitution.    But,  sir,  doctrine  should 
never  be  tolerated  in  this  House,  where  every 
member  has  a  printed  ConstiltUion  on  his  table 
befbre  him — a  Constitution  drawn  up  with  the 
greatest  care  and  deliberation;  with  the  utmast 
4  ttention  to  i)erepicuity  and  precision.    A  Coo- 
stu'tuiion,  the  injunctions  of  which,  as  we,  in  our 
li^jil   judgments  shall  understand  them,  and  not 
as  tbt^y  »*iall  be  interpreted  to  us  by  others,  we 
are  solv'*™'^Jy  bound,  by  our  oathi,  to  obey. 

It  is  ti""«  that  this  bank  was  originally  estab- 
lished by  »  Congress  competent  to  judge  of  its 
-constitution  *'»'y;  ^^  "  equally  true  that  a  re-. 
spectabie  mii.^^r>ty  ^^  ^^^^  Congress  opposed  the  | 
passage  of  the  ^^^)  on  the  ground  of  its  uncon- 
.  atitntionality  j  au  **  '^  ^  *^ave  b^ea  rightly  informed, 
it  is  also  true  tba  '.  ^^e  ^^^'^  President,  General 
Washington,  in  gi'^JDg  his  sanction  to  that  law, 
iid  it  with  more  doub%'  and  hesitation,  than  almost 
any  other  act  of  his  Ai.^n>Jn»'^tratioo. 

It  is  true  that  subseqoK'it  Congresses,  of  differ- 
ent political  complexions,  .b&^®  passed  laws  en- 
forcing the  provistOBs  of  t^^c  original  charter; 
and  that  no  attempts  have  bt^^Q  made  to  repeal 
it.  But  it  ik  equally  true,  that  atl  this  might  be 
done  away  with  the  most  perfet*t  propriety  and 
consistency,  although  they  totally  disbelieved  in 
its  constitutionality.  I  peed  not  state  to  this 
House,  that  this  is  not  a  law  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  legislation — a  law  prescribing  a  common  rule 
'  t)f  conduct  for  the  government  of  the  citizen?  of 
vibe  United  States  at  large-— liable  to  be  repealed 
at  any  time;  and  the  obligations  of  which  would 
cease  with  its  repeal.  'This,  sir,  is  not  the  nature 
of  the  law,  butit  is  a  law  in  tb«  nature  of  a  contract 
between  the  Government  and  certain  individuals, 
and  the  existence  of  h  was  extended  to  twenty 
years.  The  moment  this  contract  was.  made, 
and  its  operations  commenced,  private  rights  were 
Tested;  and  it  would  bate  been  a  breach  of  na- 
tional faith  to  have  repealed  'it.  The  original 
Congress  had  the  same  right  that  we  have  to 
judge  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  law;  and  hav- 
lafi  under  that  right  pessed  this  law  or  made 
this  contract,  we  are  bound  to  carry  it,  as  a  con^ 
tract,  into  execution.  As  a  contract,  every  suc- 
ceteive  Congress,  of  whatever  materials  com- 
posed, is  one  party  to  it;  aild  it  is  well  known 
that  a  party  cannot  violate  the  obifgrations  of  his 
own  contract ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  hound  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  It  wss  conipetent  ir.  the 
State  governments  to  have  opposed  tne-executiun 
oil  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality ;  but,  per- 
haps, under  all  circumstances,  they  acted  a  wise 
and  discreet  part,  in  not  Attempting  it.  The  na- 
tional faith  was  pledged  in  the  passage  of  this 
law.    The  national  credit,  which  it  was  at  that 


time,  and  which  indeed  it  is  at  all  times,  of  tbe 
first  importance  to  support,  was  at  stskeoa  the 
faithful  execution  of  this  contract;  and  it  wu 
better  to  suffer  for  twenty  years,  under  an  uneon- 
stitutional  law,  rather  than  to  attempt  so  Woleot 
a  remedy— a  remedj^  which  would  havecripplel 
the  credit  of  the  nation  in  its  infancy. 

But,  sir,  because  these  were  proper  consideri- 
tioDs  with  our  predecessors  and  the  States,  to 
suffer  the  continuance  of  this  law,  does  it  follow, 
that  now,  when  that  law  has  expired  by  its  own 
limitation,  when  (he  obligations  of  that  coatract 
are  complied  with  and  discharged,  wbeDtbeoi- 
tional  faith  is  emancipated,  that  they  are  motires 
for  u?  to  make  a  new  unGonatitutioaaUoatnet? 
No,  sir.  Tbe  question  now  is  a  question  deaoao. 
It  is  a  question  of  conscience  in  the  ioteipteu* 
tion  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitatioa; 
vnembarr^8sed  by  any  collateral  considentioM; 
and  as  such,  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vote  trpoail 
It  is  the  province  of  the  Executive  and  Jadieiil 
depart pients  to  eicplain  and  direct  the  praetietl 
operation  of  each  particular  law ;  and  I  aost 
submit^to  the  decisions.  But  the  cammeataries 
of  couru  are  not  to  furnish  the  principles  apoa 
which  I  am  afterwards  to  le'gishite.  It  is  to  thii 
book,  (the  Constitution)  sofustly  dear  toa3all.aiid 
not  to  the  books  of  reports,  that  we  mustlookti 
a  guide,  to  direct  us  in  the  path  of  our  oath  aid 
our  duty.  '  • 

I  believe,  sir,  that  I  have  gone  through,  laoelf. 
I  know,  but  I  hope  intelligibly,  with  theenmf- 
nationofall  the  principal  arguments,  that  !!>▼< 
been  advanced  in  suppdrtofthe  consututioDtlity 
of  this  law.  Having  already  occupied  so  maeli 
time,  I  will  detain  the  Committee  but  a  Abw  lao- 
nients  longer.        ' 

If  tbe  views  which  I  have  taken  of  thesnhject 
are  correct,  these  positions  may  be  coosideted: 
First,  that  we  have  no  right  to  incorpoiateabaak, 
unless  that  right  be  delegated  by  the  Coastitotioa ; 
for  such  is  the  declaration  of  the  Constiuitioa  it* 
self.  Secondly,'  that  if  this  right  be  given  by  the 
Constitiuion,  it  is  included  in  some  ^the  pron- 
sions  upon  which  I  have  been  oommenting. 

The  only  question,  thon.  as  relates  to  tht  Cm- 
stitution,  is,  whether  we  snail,  by  the  passi^<>t 
this  bill,  recognise  the  doctrine  of  implied  or  eoa- 
structive  powers.  Before  we  do  this,  I  mast*' 
treat  every  member  of  the  Committee  to  exaoi'* 
well  the  consequences  of  such  a  recc^Diti0>* 
This  is  not  a  question  about  the  utility  or  inatihtT 
of  a  bank ;  but  it  is  a  great  question  of  ^■^ 
tional  principle.  It  is,  whether  we  shall  coasitKt 
this  Government  as  the  servant  and  in»tnB»«"t 
of  the  people  for  managing  and  paotectiog  die'i 
rights,  and  subject  at  all  times  to  their  ^^l 
or  whether  we  shall  make  it  a  giant  capable  <^ 
crushing  its  masters.  A  moment's  careful  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  will  show  that  the  ^o«t"^ 
of  implied  or  constructive  powers, as  cootendej 
for  in  this  case,  is  nothing  more  or  less  th*»  tw 
doctrine  of  general  expediency ;  and  that  ood 
established, it  will  warrant  Congress  in  th«Mop- 
tion  of  any  measuce  Hot  expressly  prohibiiw  bI 
the  Constitution.  r  i 
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Bank  of  the  United  States. 


H.  OP  R. 


Tlie  great  ends  or  purposes  of  our  Gorerarnent 
are  the  liberty,  the  security,. and  the  happiness 
of  the  people.  The  raising  aud  roanageoaent  of 
reyenue,  the  establishment  and  support  of  armies, 
the  instkutioQ  of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  regu- 
lation of  uade  and  iotercourse  between  the  States, 
aad  (oreigd  nations,  are  some  of  the  great  means 
or  Instritments  by  which  these  results  are  finally 
produced.  There  is  a  natural  and  ultimate  con* 
nexion  and  coincidence  between  all  these  great 
measures  or  powers  of  governtnent — they  are  ex- 
pressly calcqiated  to  aid  and  assist'eaeh  other  in 
their  operations,  and,  in  fact,  form  different  parts 
only  of  one  great  political  machine.  Every  possl-? 
ble  measure  of  civil  policy  is  expedient,  exactly 
io  proportion  to  its  fitness  or  tendency  (o  promote 
the  combined  operation  of  these  great  causes  or 
instruments  of  human  happiness  and  security. 
Got,  sir,  by  the  doctrine  of  implied  powers,  the 
constitutionality  of  every  measure  iB  also  made  to 
depend  on  its  tendency  or  fitness  to  promote  the 
final  objects  for  which  these  various  powers. are 
given  I  and  thus  resolves  itself  into  a  question  of 
expediency.    . 

From  the  view  we  have  taken  of  the  arguments 
io  support  of  the  right  to  incorporate  this  bank, 
said  Mr.  P.,  we  perceive  that  its  constitutionalitv 
is  not  made  to  depend  on  the  peculiar  applicabil* 
icy  of  the  mea<»ure  to  any  particubir  power  in  the. 
O>nstitution ;  for  it  is  equally  applicable  to  half 
a  dozen  different  powers-i-butits  constitutionality 
Is  made  to  depend  on  its  genetal  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  ultimate  objects  for  which  these  difier- 
eot  powers  were  given.  In  other  ^orida,  it  is 
made  to  depend  on  its  expediency.  We  sneak  of 
implied  powers  as  innocent  things — as  matters  of 
eoarse.  But  the  idea  of  express  Constiiutfonal 
powers  and  implied  Constitutional  powers,  gives 
Ds^the  exact  definitions  of  limited  and  arbitrary 
Qovernments.  The  final  object  of  both  these 
QoTernments  is  the  same— the  happiness  of  the 
people.  The  only  difference  between  them  is, 
tbattn  the  one  case  the  powers  or  means  by  which 
this  end  is  attained,  or  intended  to  be  attained, 


the  discreiion  or  will  of  the  despot — they  are  all, 
with  him^  questions  of  expediency^ 

There  is  another  point  of  view'jn  which  this 
sabject  may  be  placed ;  and  in  which,  it  seew 
to  ine  impossible  for  the  strongest  advocates  of 
iniplied  powers  to  reconcile  the  patsage  of  this  bill. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  tha  t  the  Constitution  contem- 
pistes  the  existence  of  two  distinct  sets  of  pow- 
ers— the  one  in  the  State  governVnents,  and  the 
other  in  the  Federal  Government.  That  there 
are  certain  powers  which  may  be  said  to  belong 
peculiarly  an^  exclusively  to  the  State  govern- 
ments; and  certain  other  powers  which  may  be 
said  to  belong  peculiarly  and  exclusively  to  the 
Federal  (Government.  Now,  sir,  if  there  be  any 
power  which  can  be  said  to  belong  peculiarly 
and  exclusively  to  thfe  State  governments,  it  is, 
io  my  humble  apprehension,  the  very  power  of 
erecting  corporations  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  moneyed  or  other  operations;  connected  im- 
mediately, necessarily,  add  inseparably  with  the 


internal  poliUcal  economy  of  the.State;  it  is  the 
power  of  regulating  the  rights  and  relations  of 
property  between  citizen  and  citizen  of  the  same 
State;  it  is  the  power  of  erecting  a  banking  com- 
pany, in  order  to  facilitate  and  direct  the  daily 
and  ordioarjr  pperations  of  trade  and  industry 
among  the  citizens  of  the  same  State.  Although, 
then,  1  sav,  the  power  of  incorporating  a  bank 
might,  at  first,  seem  to  be  impHed  in  some  of  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  yet,  when 
we  see  that,  in  its  exercise,  it  goes  to  obliterate 
and  destroy  the  great  oharacteristio  feature  of 
distributive  power  in  this  Republic — when  we 
see  that,  in  its  execution,  it  obtrudes  and  ramifies 
itself  into  all  the  transactions  of  domestic  econ- 
omy, which  are  the  peculiar  subjects  of  local  or 
State  regulation — we  ought,  on  that  account,  to 
reject  it» 

But,  sir,  I  will  conclude  by  again  cautioning  mj 
Republican  friends,  and  my  worthy  colleague  in 
particular,  to  beware  how  they  familiarize  them* 
selves  wltH  this  doctrine  of  constructive  power. 
It  is  a  creed,  at  war  with  the  vital  principles  of 
political  liberty.  The  pride  and  the  boast  of  the 
American  Governidents  is,  that  they  are  theeor- 
ernmen^  of  the  laws  and  not  of  men — that  they 
are  the  regular  and  necessary  operations  and  re- 
sults of  principles  and  powers,  established  in  the 
moments  of  cool  and  deliberate  reflection,  by  U^y  • 
combined  wisdom  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  they 
are  not  the  effects  of  the  momentary  passion, 
pride,  intere^  whim,^or  caprice  of  a  few  mdivtd- 
uals  collected  on  this  flobr. 

Little  did  the  framers  of  this  Constitution, 
when  they  were  so  nicely  adjusting  and  balancing 
its  various  provisions — when  they  were  so  care-, 
fully  erecting  guards  and  barriers  against  the  en- 
croachments of  power  and  ambition — little,  I  say, 
sir,  did  they  imagine,  that  there  lay  concealed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  a  secret 
aod  sleepinflf  power,  which  could,  in  a  moment, 

f»rostrate  all' their  labors  with  the  dust.  Still 
es$,  sir,  did  the  people  when  they  adopted  this 
Constitution,  with  even  more  caution  add  scrapie 


are  limited  and  defined ;  in  the  other  they  rest  on  '^an  that  with  which  it  was  formed,  conjecture 


that  they  were  signing  the  death-warrant  of  all 
their  State  rights.  But,  once  adopt  the  doctrine 
that  you  may  trUvel  out  of  the  letter  of  this  Con- 
stitution, and  assume  powers,  merely  on  the  ground 
that  they  will  tend  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  powers  which  are  here  eiven;  and  you  com- 
pass, at  a  single  sweep^  all  the  rights  of  the 
States;  and  form  the  basis  of  a  consolidated  Qov- 
ernment. 

Let  the  principle  of  constructive  or  implied 
powers  be  once  established,  in  the  extent  to  which  • 
It  must  be  carried,  in  order  to  pass  this  bill,  and 
you  will  have  planted  in  the  bosom  of  this  Con- 
stitution a  viper,  which,  ope  day  or  another,  will 
stinff  the  liberties  of  this  country  to  the  heart. 

When  Mr.  Porter  had  concluded  his  speech, 
the  question  waa  taken  on  striking  out  the  firat 
section,  and  carried — 59  to  46.      • 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  Hoaae, 
who  adjourned  without  taking  i  question  on  the 
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Saturday,  January  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Barent  Gar  denier,  appeared,  and  took  bU  seat. 

The  SpEAtER  having  informed  the  House  that 
he  had  some  conOdentiai  communications  to 
make,  the  galleries  were  cleared  and  the  doors 
closed,  and,  having  remained  so  for  some  time, 
were  again  opened. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  from  the  me- 
chanics, manufactures^  traders,  and  other inhabit- 
miits  of  Baltimore,  and  a  memorial  of  the  Pjesi'> 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Baltimore  Insurance 
Company,  respectively  praying  a  renewal  of  ibe 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.— Order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gardenier  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
United  iDsurancc  Company  of  tTie  city  of.  New 
York,  and  of  the  New  York  Insurance  Company, 

graying  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  United 
itfctesBank. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Bioren,  W.  John  Doane,  and  Roger  C.  Weight- 
man,  praylog  the  patronage  and  aid  of  Congre^ 
in  printing  an  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.— Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  coita- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  Mr.  Rfnggold,'  and  Mr.  SeV- 
BERT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Potter  presented  a  petition  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Line  of  the  Revolutionary 
Army,  praying  that  Congress  will  take  their  case 
into,  consideration,  and  grant  them,  and  others 
similarly  situated,  half  pay  for  life.— Referred  to 
the  committee  appointed,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
ultimo,  on  petitions  from  othe^r  Officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army. 

^  Mr.  MtTCHiLL  also  reported  at  large  on  ^he  pe- 
tition of  John  Bi-umbacn  and  others. 

[The  petitioners  are  owners  of  merchant  mills^ 
and  complain  that  they  are  obliged  to  pay  Oliver 
Bvans  for  licenses  to  use  hj^s  elevators  al)d  other 
machinery,  although  this  apparatus  was  erected 
a^erthe  expiration  of  Evans's  ^r^t  patent,  and 
before  the  granting  of  his  second  patent,  under  the 
act  ^Congress  of  January  7,  1808J. 

The  report  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

EDMUiri)  BROOKE, 

Mr.  Root,  from  ibe  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Edmund  Brooke; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  pay«  commutation,  and 
bounty  lands,  for  his  services  in  the  Revolution,  as  first 
limitenant  in  the  first  regiment  of  Virginia  artillery,  on 
tbe  Continental  establishment  He  states  that  he  was 
aplKnnted  to  that  ofl^ce  in  February,  1781,  and  contin- 
ued in  service  till  the  siege  of  York,  "when,  being 
extremely  ill,  he  was  compelled  to  ask  a  fdrlough  for  a 
few  weeks."  The  petitioner  does  not  even  state  that 
U  eur  ailerwards  joined  the  Army,  but  that  he  held 
himself  in  readiness  to  obey  any  call  that  might  be  made 


The  committee  are  of  opinion,  fiom  this  statement 
of  lacts,  that  the  acta  of  limitation  would  be  amply  iui^ 


ficient  to  oppose  this  claim  ;  but,  as  one  of  the  men- 
bers  of  your  committee  has  expressed  a  desire  tbtt  • 
detailed  report  be  made,  and  as  the  vote  of  the  Uom 
a  few  days  since,  on  the  claim  of  Edwin  C.  Brown, 
seems  to  have  expressed  a  decided  oppositioD  to  the 
efficacy  of  those  acts,  they  proceed  to  perform  thetadt 
assigned-  them.  Tliey  are  not  sure  that  thej  eta 
present  this  case  as  its  original  merits  would  luvt 
remiired.  This  claim  has  ofUn  been  before  Coograi, 
and  was  reported  against  at  the  last  sesribn ;  sad  fk 
committee^  before  ^ey  proceedy  cannot  bat  eiprM 
their  regret  that  the  pertinacity  of  daimaots  hM,  is 
some  measure,  been  encouraged  by  the  apparent  nw- 
cess  of  some  supposed  fortunate  claimants.  The  com* 
mittee  proceed  to  investigate  the  seTeral  items  of  cUiBa 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  claimed. 

1.  Pay.— By  a  certifica^,  dated  the  17th  of  lliieh> 
1798,  signed  *<  Andrew  Dnnscomb,  late  assistsnt  am* 
missioner  of  army  accounts,  Virginia,"  produced  iiji 
supposed  by  the  petitioner,  and  referred  to  in  hip  peti- 
tion, are  these  words :  <<  From  an  examination  of  the 
books  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, it  appears  that  Colonel  Duval  settled  the  toeoBOt 
of  Edinund  Brooke,  as  a  lietltenant  of  artilleiy,  oo  tke 
5thday  of  March,  1784.'' 

2,  Deprtdation  of  pay, — By  the  resolve  ofCongw* 
of  the  10th  April,  1780,  "the  line  of  the  army,  tnd  the 
independent  corps  thereof,"  were  promised,  whes  the 
pubUc  finances  would  admit,  that  thje  defideBcyoftbeir 
pay,  occasioned  by  depreciation,  should  be  made  p»\ 
hot  this  provision  is  not  applicable  to  any  but  mk^  ^ 
were  engaged  during  the  war,  or  for  three  ^nxKim 
were  then  in  service.  The  petitioner  doe«  B«t  «"■• 
within  the  provisions  of  this  resolution. 

8.  Commuiation, — By  a  resolution  of  CesfW** « 
the  23d  March,  1783,  all  ofiicers  then  in  service,  «»1 
who  should  continue  therein  to  the  end  ^.^^ 
were  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  J*"*  "J 
pay,  instead  of  the  half-pay  for  life  promiwd  by  the 
resolution  of  the  21sl  October,  1 780.  The  latter  nf 
lution,  from  its  obvious  import^did  not  make  ^ijj* 
for  any  officers  except  those  then  in  service  or  '•J^ 
As.  the  petitioner  was  not  then  in  service,  nor  redact 
in  October,  1780,»he  could  never  have  been  •■**"*J  J 
commutation  had  he  continued  in  service  to  ^^J^^ 
the  war.  It  has  long  since  been  settled,  ^^^^J^ 
ended  when  the  troops  were  disbanded,  on  ^^•fj. 
Jfovember,  1783 ;  and  there  is  not  sufficient  proofiB* 
he^  continued  in  service  until  that  lime.         »^if-», 

4.  Bounty  /^ndf.— This  subject  belongs  to  w'JT 
sury  Department.  Had  it  been  the  sole  prayer  wjJJ 
petition,  it  is  believed  H  would  not  ha^e  been  n»^ 
to  your  committee.  ^^ 

The  Qommittee  r^ieommead  to^  the  Hews  the  i^r 
tion'  of  the  follo?ring  resolution :  .     ^j. 

Reaohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is«"^ 
unfounded,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
PATftNT  LAWS. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  made  a  report  from  the  aj«^ 
committee  appointed  on  the  12th  I>«c^"ff'  L' 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  and  amending  tn  v 
ent  laws.  .  .i^nt 

[The  report  h  by  bill.     It  consists  of  wjj^ 
twenty  sections,  and  is  a  revision  of  tH  ^JV    -^j^ 
now  in  force  relative  to  intellectual  P'0P*"yLi  i 
such  amendments  as  experience  has  »uf^?*7^ij 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  umc,*" 
refwred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
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PUBLIC  BEPOSITES  IN  BANKS.  - 
Mr.  LtOYB  said  he  considered  the  vote  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  a$  decisive  of  the  sense  of 
the  House  i^iost  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  United  States'Bank  Company.  '  It  was  there- 
fore oecessarv  to  provide  imnieQiately  for  some 
other  place  of  deposite  for  the  immense  property 
of  the  United  States  in  the  hands  of  that  company, 
and  that  which  would  be  in  its  hands  by  the  time 
of  its  dissolution,  if  the  law  was  not, repealed 
which  made  It  the  di^ty  of  this  collectors  to  depo- 
^ite  the  custom-house  bonds  in  the  bands  of  that 
bank  and  its  branclies.  It  was  ce.rtainly  a  stake 
of  too  great  magnitude  to  suffer  U  to  fall  16  the 
bands  of  the  executors  of  the  institution,  about 
to  become  defunct,  over  whom  no  department  of 
€k)vernment  would  have  even  the  semblance  of 
check  or  control,  now  said  to  exist. oyer, the  cor- 
poration itself.  It  was  stated  In  a  report  of  the 
^cretary  of  the  Trea«ury,of  the  9ihof  this  month, 
m  consequence  of  a  resolutioaof  this  House,  that 
on  the  1st  of  March,  there  would  probably  be  up- 
wards of  $2,500,000  of  speche  in  the  .Treasury ; 
pearly  the  whole  of  which,  it  appears,  would  oe 
-deposited  ih  this  bank.  In  the  annual  report,  made, 
on  the  12th  of  Pecember;  it  is  stated  that  there 
would  be  deposited  for  collection  bonds  which  are 
deemed  good,  to  the  amount  of  about  $11,000,000, 
and  chat  the  importations  after  that  time  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  debentures ;  making,  ac- 
eording  to  this  statement,  a  deposit^  in  all  equal 
to  S13,dOO,000  on  the  isr  March  next.  ^     . 

But  it  was  obvious,  the  specie  deposite  at  that 
tlmfe  would  probably  not  only  exceed,  fas  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  9()i.)  but  very  greatly  exceed 
-$2,500,000 ;  and  a  small  attention  to  those  two 
reports  will  show  that  the  estimate  of  (he  Secre- 
tary was  made  under  the  influence  pf  very  gireat 
caaiion,  in  rating  the  resourcesof  the  Qorern- 
meoL 

Iq  the  annual  report  it  was, stated,  that^  on  the 
-31st  December,  in  the  year  1810,.  there  would  be 
a  probable  specie  balance  of  $|2,000,000.  /This 
balaace  wan  predicated,  on  the  statement  und^r 
the  head  of  "No.  2p  hist  quarter  of  the  year  1810," 
in  which  the  receipts  of  that  quarter  are  carried 
out  at  92,500,000,  although  in  the  first  part  uf  that 
report  it  is  stated  that  it  ^as  believed  that  the  net 
revenue  arising  from  duties  would  not  fall  short 
of  312,000,000— ^making,  for  the  last  quarter  of 
1810,  the  sum  of  $4,500,pQ0,  instead  of  $2,500,000. 
And,  indeed,  when  the  time  when  importations 
recommenc£d  is  recollected,  and, that  they  have 
from  thence  to  the  present  been  as  great  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  if  not  greater,  than  at  any  for- 
mer period  for  the  same  length  of  time  ^  when 
it  is  considered  that  a  larj^e  portion  of  the  duties 
did  become  payable  during  the  last  quarter  of 
1810^  it  canndt  be  asserted  that  the, expectation!  of 
receiving  a  net  sum  of  $4,500^000  was  unfounded. 
The  same  causes  will  certainly  warrant  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  still  larger  receipt  of  revenue  Ja 
the  first  quarter  of  1811 ;  but,  taking  it  at  the  same 
sum, and  taking  from  it  the  receipts  after  the  1st 
-of  JVfarch,  would  leave  for  the  receipts  to  the  1st 
^f  March  $3,000,000— making  a  total  of  receipu 


to  the  1st  of  March,  of  $7,000,000;  from,  which, 
deducting  two  months  of  expenditure,  amoui^ting, 
for  current  expenses  and  interest  of  public  djobt, 
to  about  $1,330,000,  will  leave  the  sum  in  specie 
in  the  Treasury  of  $5y670,000.  This  sum,  with 
the  deposite  of  bonds,  will  not  be  much  short  of 
«17,000,000. 

In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  might 
be  important  to  take  inimediate  steps  for  the 
removal  of  the  specie  deposited  from  the  United 
States'  Bank.  It  might  aid  th6  bank«  into  which 
it  would  be  deposited  in  affording  the  accommo- 
dations which  the  present  state  of  mercantile 
resources  bad  made  sq  necessary.  This  ideposite 
could  npt  be  less  for  aiome  months ;  and,  even  after 
payine  the  .money  borrowed  from  the  UiHred 
States' Bank,  (which  might  as  well  be  done  to- 
morrow as  any  other  time^)  wopld  leave  a  sur- 
plus of  nearly  $3,000,000  on.  the  Ist  of  March. 
Mr.  L.  therefore  submitted  the  following  resola- 
iton,  which  he  riead.  and  asked  should  lie  on  the 
uUa: 

Meaohedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act  passed  the  10th  May,  1800,  as  makes  it  the  dvkij 
of  eert^B  collectors  to  deposite  for  collection  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its  brandies,  ths 
bonds  taken  by  them  for  the  payment  of  duties.  And 
thai  it  IB  expedient  to  provide  that  the  bonds  or  mon- 
eys now  depositied.  in  die  said  bank  and  its  branohes 
may  be  withdrawn. 

REMISSION  OP  PINES,  Ac 
.  Mr.  Newton  reported  the  following  bill :  ■ 
A  Bill  to  remit  certain  fines,  penalties,  an^  fbrfeitares. 
Be  it  enacted,  by  ttie  Senate  and  Houu  ofHme^ 
$entatipe$  of  ike  iMited  States  of  America,  in  6on^ 
gre89  oi^embled,  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
urss,  incurred  jn  the  following  description  of  cases— • 
to  wit :  first,  of  vessels  which  have  entered  a  British 
port  sinee  the  (eh^  June  last,  or  which  hoay  hereafter 
enter  snoh  port,  having  sailed  ibr  the  same  befoie  uk» 
fonnatlon  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  ninth  of  Angnaty 
one  tfaoosaad  eight  hnndrcfd  and  nine,  had  been  received 
at  the  port  of  departure  i  so  fiff  as  relates  to  any  Ibr- 
feitnre  or  penalty  wlach  may  accme  or  hare  aoomed 
by  reason  of  their  having  thus  |pteced  a  Britidi  port. 
Secondly;  of  vessels  wtJeh  have  arrived,  either  horn 
British  ports,^or  with  British  merchandise,  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stktes,  subsequent  to  the  tenth  of  June  last;  and 
also  of  vessels  which  may  herea^r  thus  anive,  having 
sailed  ibr  the  United  States  before  injformation  of  the 
Proclamation  of  the  ninth  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hufidred  and  nine,  shall  have  been  received  at  the  port 
of  departure ;  so  fkr  as  relates  to  any  foVfeiture  or  pen- 
alty acting  from  having  arrived  or  arriving  in  the 
United  States,  from  British  ports  or  with  British  mer^ 
diandise.  And,  thirdly,  of  vessels  now  owned  by  citi- 
seQsof  th%  United  States,  and  sailing  under  the  Amer- 
ican flag,  vrhichy  being  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  time 
when  the  Prodaaation  of  the  ninth  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine»  shall  have  been  known 
%t  such  port,  shall,  in  forty  days  after  knowledge  of  the 
said  Proclamation,  depart  or  have  departed  therefiNMn» 
and  returned,  without  delay  to  the  United  States  (  so 
£ir  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  aeccuing  from 
their  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  Britbh  porta, 
or  with  British  merchandise— be  and  the  aame  aia 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ft51 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


652 


H.  OF  R. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


Jahuabt,  1811. 


hereby  remitted,  any  law  to  die  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  hill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
nlhteeofthe  Whole. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATE8. 
Mr.  Sawyer  called  for  the  ord^r  of  the  day  on 
the  unfinished  boBiness  of  yesterday — the  bill  con^ 
tinaing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

"Hu  FisK  moved  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table. 
Thia  was  disagreed  to— 57  to  46.    ' 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
uofiaished  business)  and  the  question  to  concur 
with  the  Committee  of.  the  whole  House  on 
atrikinff  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue, lor  a  further  time^  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  being  stated —    ' 

Mr.  Desha  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  is  on 
a  concurrence  with  the  Cfommittee  of  the  Whole, 
in  striking  out  the  first  section  oCtbe  bill  that 
contemplates  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  or,  in  other  words,  whe- 
ther we  will  foster  a  viper  in  ihe  bosom  of  our 
couotry.  that  will  spread  jts  deadly  venom  over 
the  lana,  and  finally  affect  the  vitals  of  your  re- 
publican institutions;  or,  whether  we  wiU>a9  it 
18  our  duty,  apply  the  proper  antidote$  by  a  re- 
fusal to  renew  the  charter,  thereby  cheokia^  the 
cankering  poison,  the  importation,  add  dissem- 
ination of  foreign  influence^  that  has  already, 
brought  our  GoVeroment  alo^ost  to  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  on  Comttituttonal  around,  as  Well  as  on 
the  score  of  expediency.  1  view  it  as  being  di- 
rectly at  war  with  not  only  the  letter  but  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  replete  with  prip- 
*  ciples  incompatible  with  republicanism.  As  to  the 
constitutionality,  the  groi^nd.  that i' intended  to 
have  occupied  was  taken  from  me  by  the  gentle- 
man fromJNew  Yqrk.  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr, 
PoRTEB,)  and  I  will  say.  ably  managed.  The 
points  he  made  I  consider  incontrovertible,  and 
the  arguments  deduced  from  them  unanswera|)le ; 
consequently,  as  1  deem  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion, nearly  exhausted,  I  $hall  but  barely  touch 
upon  it.  The  States,  sir,  from  the  time  they  de- 
termineid  to  b^  free,  were  particularly  guarded 
against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  iha^  could 
in  the  most  remote  degree  lead  to  aristocracy  or 
consolidation.  Let  gentlemen  examine  that  iti- 
strument,  the.  pledjge  of  union-»-I  mean,  the  Arti- 
cles ofConfederation,  they  will  find  it  couched  in 
cautious  language ;  they  Will  find  that  the  framers 
of  that  instrument  were  particularly  guarded 
against  vesting  powers  in  the  Gener^  Govern- 
ment that  could  in  the  most  distant  manner  place 
their  rights  and  liberties  in  jeopardy;  they  no 
doubt  viewed  large  moneyed  institutions,  like 
the  one  under  consideration,  as  moneyed  aris- 
tocracies, which  might  with  their  different  ram- 
ifications jeopardize  liberty  by  imperceptibly 
gliding  into  consolidation.  A  power-  expressly 
given  to  the  General  Government  to  grant  char- 
ters  of  incorporation  will  not  be  found  in  the  Ar- 
ticles ofConfederation ;  and  if  gentlemen  wilt  cast 


their  eyes  over  the  second  article  of  that  instru- 
ment, they  will  find  it  expressly  provides,  that 
each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,'and  every  power,  jurisdiciiun,  and 
right,  which  is  not  by  the  Articles  of  Confederatioa 
expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
ffress  assembled.  This,  Rir,  I  show  to  prove,  that 
from  the  time  the  Slates  determined  to  shake  oflT 
the  shackles  of  despotism,  the  power  of  graoting 
charters  of  incorporatiop  was  never  intended  to  be 
given  to  the  General  Government.    . 

Sir,  those  gentleman  who  are  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  will  not  pretend,  that  the  power  to 
grant  charters  is  expressly  eiveq  by  the  Constitu- 
tion; and,  sir,  they  must  be  well  apprized  that 
such  a  power  was  intended  tohe  given.  This  fact 
ought  notto  be  lost  sight  of.  Did  not  Mr.  Madisoa 
urge  in  energetic'  language,  in  1791,  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  that  the  power  to  grant  charters  of 
incorporation  was  in  the  original  plan,  reported 
by  the  committee  to  the  Convention  among  the 
eniHnerated  powers  delegated  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  a^rticle  of  the  Constitution,  hot 
that  after  three  days  deliberation,  and  ardent  de- 
hate,  it  was  expunged,  as  a  power  dapgerous  and 
improper  to  be  vested  in  the  General  (ioveromeni  T 
it  is  on  reinote  constructive  powers  that  gentle- 
men must  bottom  this  measure;  and  in  my  mind, 
there  they  are  cut  short  by  the  lOih  article  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  of  the  United 
States,  where  it  expressly  provides,  that  **lha 
^  powers  not  delegat^  to  tne  united  States'by  the 
'  Constitution,  npr  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Slates 
*  are  reserve^  lo  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
'  people.'^  Are  not  these  prohibitory  wordssuongly 
and  clearly  expressed  ?  Sir,  I  defy  gentlemen  to 
lay  their  fing^er  on  any  clause  of  the  Coostiiaiioa 
that  would  justify  the  granting  monopoliei,  or 
exclusive  privileges ;  no,  sir,  it  cannot  be  done^ 
unless  they  lay  hold  of  the  horrid  doctrine  of  im- 
plication, a  doctrine  as  absurd  as  it  is  dangerous^ 
particularly  when  you  have  a  specific  insirumeot 
for  your  guide,  and  one  which  you  have  taken  a 
solemn  obligation  to  support  loviolate.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  doctrine  of  implied  powers  had 
long  since'l>een  exploded.  Ever  since  the  reign  oT 
terror,  ever  since  the  Federal  gentlemen,  under 
the  head  of  constructive  powers,  adopted  the  alleii 
and  sedition  laws,  the  people  of  the  united  Sutes, 
in  whom  the  powers  of  Government  rightful]/ 
rest,  signified  their  disapprobation  of  the  doctrine 
of  impircation,  in  forcible  language,  bv  horling 
the  then  majbrity  out  of  power.  Sir,  if  you  sub- 
scribe to  this  doctrine,  the  barriers  of  your  Con- 
stitution* are  broken  down;  it  will  ultimately  be- 
come a  dead  letter,,  you  will  have  nothing  to  re- 
strain you.  But,  say  gentlemen,  our  pred^essors 
have  said  it  was  Constitutional ;  they  were  oaen 
of  wisdom,  and  solemnly  passed  upon  it,  as  bein|^ 
within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  I  ac- 
knowledge they  w^re  men  of  wisdom^  and  per- 
'haps  actuated  by  the  purest  of  motives;  but  thej 
were  men,  consequent! v  fallible  and  liable  to  err, 
^nd  in  my  mind  they  did  err  most  egregiously; 
and  am  I  to  take  for  granted  what  they  have 
done,  without  examining  and  judgiog  for  myself 
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jmrtienlarly  when  I  am  AcHflg^  noBar  the  sdetnniiy 
of  ao  oath^  No,  sir,  while  I  have  the  honor  of 
a  seat  od  this  floor,  and  anjr  measure  is  about  to 
be  adopted,  ^hkb  ia  my  opinioo  'coofliets  with 
tbat  iDstramentthatlain  sworn  to  support,  I  will 
raise  my  Tpi«e  ag^fost  ri,  and  if  possible  etieck  its 
proffress* 

But,  sir,  we  are  grarely  told,  that  it  is  expedi* 
cfiit  to  renew  tbe  ebarter  of  the  Baak  of  the  Uoi- 
tad  States,  inasmuch  as  the  evils  arising  to  Gov^ 
arnmeot  and  inditiduab  wdnld  be  desperate  oil 
its  being  suffered  to  expire ;  ttrerefore  it  was  Con- 
stitotional.  Then,  sir,  we  are  to  understand  expe- 
dieoey  and  constitutionality  to  be  synoDjmoos 
terms',  then,  if  ibat  is  the  ffact,  tbe  Constitutiou 
is  a  nullity  in  itself;  Congress  has  nothing  to  re- 
strain tt^em  but  tbeir  judgmem»  Tbey  are  fully 
at  liberty  to  adopt  any  nieaftur^  they  may  think 
proper,  uader  the  sweeping  clause  of  providing 
for  tbe  commoD^  defence  and  general  welfare. 

Sir^  mUeh  confidence  as  I  have  in  Congress,  al-^ 
ter  witnessing  tbe  fluctuation^^  and  Vrbrattons  that 
bare  jpassed  ia  review  for  several  sessioas  past,  !• 
am  afraid  your  Republican  Governmeirt  wottid 
be  prostrated,  yoii#  liberties  wt>uld  be  shortly  at  an 
end.  Gentlemen  talk  of  r0pnbltcal)ism*9- they  say 
they  are  real  Amerieaus  in  principle,  and^-wopld 
go  any  lengths  tbat  was  nec^e8sary,'in  defending 
oar  ri^ts  against  oppresfltlon — and,  sir,  at  the 
same  time  are  doing  -  the  very  thing  our  lasting 
and  ioveterate  enemy,  Britain,  would  wish  them 
to  do ;  aid  the  very  tbing^  if  adopted,  that  will 
screttartben  her  power,  and.  ihevisably  accelehita 
tbeditaolation  of  Gorermnent.  What  did  that 
able  statesman  say,  who,  with  some  gentiemeo; 
has  been  considered  almost  oracular?  i  meaoi 
air.  William  Pitt.^ Speaking  of  the  Aitierican 
potiey :  ^ Lei  them  adopt  their  futtdingsystem,aod 
gty  loco  their  banking  instttutions,  and  their  inde^ 
pendence  is  a  mere  phant6AK^  l^r,  keejp  close  to 
your  eharterecl  autnoritles,  or'  the  most  direful 
evils  await  you.  If  you  are  at  .liberty  to  t^ist 
that  instrument,  on  which  the  perpetuity  of  your 
eivil  liberty  depends,  into  any  shape  the  caprice 
of  JMirty  may  think  proper,  you  may  calculate  on^ 
your  boastea  institutions  bemgof  butshort  dura- 
tion. If  your  Constitution  is  defective,  amend 
it.  The  manner  is  pointed  out,  and  which  is  cer* 
^ainlv  much  safer^  than  to  slide  into  the  danger- 
ous doctrine  of  implication.  If  you  ean  inuUiply 
and  link  together  rembte  implications,  you  may 
from  the  same  parity  of  reasoning  take  in  every 
object  of  legislation  that  comes  within  the  whole 
sTOpe  of  the  political  sphere. 

Sir,  it  is  not  only  astonishing,  but  painful,  to 
behold  gentlemen,  who  on  former  occasions  were 
loud  against  the  doctrine  ot  constructive-powers, 
now  its  warmest  advocates.  They  come  forward 
with  the  greatest  ardor  imaginabk,  in  support  of 
a  measure  tbat  has  nothing  in  the  Constitution 
on  which  they  can  bottom  it,  without  laying  bold 
of  the  dangerous  doctrfne  of  implication.  The 
Federal  gentlemen  have  the  same  justification  for 
tive  adoption  of  this  measure  that  they  had  for 
tbe  adaption  of  the  alied  and  sedition  laws.  The 
doctrine  of  implied  powers  will  bold  them  (^u 


But,  sir,  their  object  U  to  pull  down  the  Admin- 
istration and  Republican ism-^urs  to  support  iti. 
The  minority  is. not  responsible;  the  majority 
has  the  whole  responsibility  on  their  sbfonMlers; 
consequently  ought  to  act  with  great  laircumspee- 
tion.    Sir,  what  were  tbe  caoses'tbat  produced  a 
change  of  administration  7    Was  it  not  Cunstita*^ 
ifooaT  enroachments  and  abuses  ?*   Most  unques« 
tionably  it  was.    And  will  gentlemen  waatonlv- 
steer  thehr  bark  against  the  same  rock,'  on  whico-' 
the  fbrmer  AdminrstratioQ  split  ?    Rest  assured) 
sir,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  no& 
tamely  look  on  and  see  their  sacred  bill  of  right^^ 
trampled  under  foot.    No,  sir  |  when  they  dis« 
covei-a  disposition  in  the  public  agents  to  friuer 
away  their  Constitqtionintoa  mere.cypher,  thef 
.will  rise  in  their  majesty^  and  in  a  Constitutional 
way  applv  the  proper  conrectivew    They  will  tell 
y%}fif  gentlemen,  that  you  have  betrayed  the  trust 
reposed  in  you,  by  abusing  thtf  powers  delegated 
to  you ;  that  you  most  give  place  to  more  able 
and  safer  hands  to  steer  the  national  bark. 

Well,  sir,  as  to  expediency,  we  are  told  that  in- 
evitable ruin  would  foUow  a  refusal  to  renew  tbe 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  it  ia 
improperly  called.  Pray,  sir,  in  what  way  bare 
the.  United  Slates  a  stogie  cent  of  mon^  or  in- 
terest in  tbi)$  tMink  ?  Certiiinly  none.  Does  she 
not  merely  lend  bef  name,  and  t»y  that  fbster  smc- 
vlation  1  ^  Most  unquestjonably  she  does.  For, 
sir,  1  can  view  it  hf  no  other  light,  than  a  com- 
plete system  af  spect^latioa.  A  systefB)  sir,  that 
basd rained  a  considerable  portion  of  your  precious 
meiais  from  your  country.  Has  there  not,  within 
lees  than  tTi^enty  years,. nearly  nineteen  millions 
of  dollars,  dividends  arising  from  this  colossal 
bank,  been  principally  sent  out  of  the  country  to 
fatten  the^  EuVopean  shareholders^  Who  ape  tbe 
prinKipal  stockholders  'I.  For,  sir,  I  believe  it  will 
not  be.  denied,  that  about  three-fourths  of  this  ten 
million  capital  belongs  to  foreigners,  and  princi- 
pally to  the  citizens  of  the  island  pf  Britain  ;  the 
balance^  in  all  probability,  principally  to  her  affents 
and  partisans  in  this  country.  For  I  recollect 
that^n  a  fbrmer  occasion,  a  gentlenmo  from  Vir- 
ginia laid  a  resolution  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion, that  contemplated  making  the  shareholders 
kfiowb,  and  that  eitraordinary  opposition  was 
manifested  by  the  other  side^of  the  House ;  I  pre- 
sume, lest  tbe  measure  should  becoine  more  un- 
popular, when  it  was  ascertained  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  capital  stock  belonged  to  Britain 
and  her  partisans. 

Mr.  Speaker;  money  is  liatafally  calculated  to 
command  influence.  '  Then  what  must  be  the  in-' 
fluence  wielded  by  this  ten  millions  of  capital  in 
the  bosom  of  our  country,  and  held  princi|Milly' 
by  our  lasting  and  inveterate  enemy  ?  This  is 
one  of  the  engines,  and  no  inconsiderable  one, 
tbat  is  set  to  work,  in  order  to  overturn  civil"  lib- 
erty, and  which  will,  in  all  probability,  imless 
checked  by  timely  resistance,  go  lengths  in  pro- 
ducing the  effect:  and,  sir,  from  the  influence  it 
has  already  obtained  in  different  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  the  ardent  manner  it  is  advocated,  I 
should  not  be  surprised,  if  the  renewal  of  the  char* 
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'  t6r  shottld  talceplaoe^if  it  ahould  Qhimatel|r 

make  iu  wa)r  into  the  Naiiooal  CouDciis.    Let 

gentlemen  refleel  on  tbe  hardihood  of  the  agents 

'  of  this  bank.    They  eome  fo? ward  in  th«  face  of 

the  nation  and  openly  ofier  to  bribe  it«  cotmeiJs 

with  upwards  of  a  million  of  ilotlars  for  the  re- 

'  newal  of  tbe  charter ;  for,  sir,  I  may  be  wrong, 

^  tmt  i  can  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  bribe 

'  in  order  to  obuin  the  name  and  sanction  of  Gor- 

''crnmeot  to  carry  en  th^ir  destrgctivt  speculations. 

4  have  no  doubt  hut  that  George  the  Third  is  a 

l^ineipal  stockholder  in  this  bank,  and  1  belieye, 

lather  than  not  succeed  in  ohtainihg  a  renewal  of 

the  chaffer,  that  be  would  ajuthoHze  his  agent  in 

Ihie  country  to  bid  up  several  mtliions:  because, 

air,  he  has  never  pardoned  ue  since  our  indepen- 

4eBce,  and  by  this  means  he  would  necessarily 

ealculate  on  effectuating  bis  nefarious  purposes cMf 

•v.erturping  your  Government  and  bringing  yoa 

vndjer  his  power  again,  and  which  would  be  a 

much  safer  method  than  eacounteriog  the  Amer* 

leans  in  arms^  ior  of  that  he  became  extvemtely 

tiffed  whetf  we  were  in  a  state  of  infancy. 

But  it  is  said,  that  ttus  bank  can  b^  im  infinite 
aervice  to  Gk>Yei>n^Otj  in  making  hejr  deposit^s 
lA,  and  in  case  of  necessity  to  borrow  money  fVom, 
to  answer  governmental  purposed.  Indeed,  sir,  if 
we  continue  tetuporising  and  playing  thje  losing 
game  much  longer,  we  will  have  but  little  to  d«^ 
posfte,  Aad  would  it  not  hi?  aa^ale  to  make  tbe 
depo^tes  in  some  of  the  State  bank^  as  in  (his 
foreign  bank  ?  For  we  must  be  io  a  desperate 
aifcuaiion  indeed,  if  it  would  not  be  equally  as  safe 
to  trust  ourselves  as  to  trust  foreigners,  and  the 
very  oaes  who  are  of»pr^ssing  us,  and  whose  in- 
terest as  well  as  inclination  is  to  oppress  us.  in 
every  ioMginable  way;  And,  sir,  as  to  the  ob- 
taining of  Ibans  in  case  of  emer^ncy}  i  would 
ttiuch  rather  be  dependent  on  my  own  Gotern* 
ment — on  the  citizens  of  my  own  Government, 
than  a  foreign  Goverament  or  its  agents,  and  es- 
pecially one  that  is  at  war  with  us ;  for  I  deem 
u  tantamount  to  war,  when  they  are  perpetually 
plundering  our  property,  impressing  and  lU-treat- 
ing  x>nr  countrymen,  as  well  as  depriviag  us  of 
important  inherent  rights^  the  liberty  of  the  seas. 
This  m^^ure  perhaps. may  be  ajconvenien.cy  in 
our  fiscal  concerns,  in  the  collection  and  trans- 
mission of  revenue;  but,  sir,  there  is  no  danger 
of  the  wheels  of  Government  beina  stopped  for  it. 
And,  sir,  I  should  regret  extremely,  if  it  was  as 
has  been  insinuated,  that  the  eztstenjee  of  our 
Government  depended  on  foreign  eapttal;  I  should 
secret  extremely  indeed,  if  we  held  our  rights, 
privileges,  and  independence,  on  so  uncertain  a, 
tenure.  No,  sir ;  in  my  mind  Government  can  be 
carried  on  equally  as  well  without  this  darling 
bank  as  with  it  \  therefore  it  is  time  to  abandon 
this  tlestructive  system.  I  confess,  sir,  that  I  am 
not  very  favorably  disposed  to  banking  institut 
tions;  I  view  them  as  in  direct  hostility  with  the 
pineiples  of  our  Government.  But  if  we  must 
have  banks,  in  tbe  name  of  common  sense,  let  us 
have  a  bank  of  our  own,  with  home  capital  and 
not  foreign,  and  one  that  will  not  import  foreign 
iafiuence^for  Gbd  knows  we  hava  enough  of  it  < 


among  us  already— and  oua  that  will  not  extrtet 
the  wealth  from  your  country  and  export  it, an 
undermine  tbe  ibundation  of  your  liberty.  Wdl, 
sir,  on  whom  isthis  ruin,  that  is  spoken  of  in  «m 
lively  colors,  to  fall  I  Why,  sir,  it  is  to  falltia 
few  speculating  mercbautfi.  who  hav«  beeaseii- 
cautious  as  to  become  involved  in  debt,  in  cone 
queaoe  of  wishing  to  carry  oa extensive  ipeeoli- 
tioBs,  therefore  borrowed  freely  of  -this  feiei|i 
bank,  the  eaUing  for  which  suma  would  in  all 
probability  bring  on  bankruptcies.  Theseartaa 
(be  people  that  I  would  make  any  ceasidenbli 
sacrifice  A>r.  They  are  not  deserving  it.  Go^ 
ernment  has  already  made  very  considerable im- 
rifices  in  attempting  to  oOm ply  with  their  m^t* 
rials  and  petitions  respecting  the  protectioD  of 
commerce:  and  how  have  they  been  rewirM? 
Why,  sir,  by  flying  in  the  face  of  authoritf  wL 
trying  to  bring  the  laws  of  Government  into  ri^ 
icule.  Yet  they  are  the  few  that  are  to  he  himk 
at  the  expense  of  the  many.  But  ootwithsiiwiiif 
their  repicehensible  conduct,- there  are  respcettMi 
exeeptioas.  I  speak  of  the  speculator,  not  of  ^ 
hoitett  ind  Uit  trader, 

I  wish  not  to  he  considered  aa  enemy  to^ 
merqe.  The  laverse  bthe  fact.  lamafrieii 
to  it  (0  a  certain  extent ;  as  aa  auxiliary  to  «|n- 
culture ;  hiu  I  never  wisli  to  see  it  hare  tke  m- 
oendency  in  Government,  to  sway  tbe  NttioBU 
Councils,  and  give  law. 

But,  sir,  if  the  a  vils  will  be  so  great  at  Ihif  tiae 
on  a  failure  to  r«^ w  the  charter,  what  will  ^ 
beat  the  end  of  tweaty  years,  the  time  centraph- 
ted  to  extend  it  ?  For  it  is  reascHMible  to  fOff>ii^ 
thai  the  evil  willincrease  lift  equal  vatiofortititf 
yeara  to  cocas,  as  it  has  for  twenty  yetn  ^ 
Afreeahle  to  this  a  renewal  ^ill  be  tanttmouii 
to  a  perpetuation  ;  for,  agreeiu^le  to  thcdootnie 
held  forth  by  gentltsmea^  a  failure  tbeatoreo^ 
the  eharter  ,wotild  «ngulph  the  Gte?<ramrtt  is 
rain,  and',  overturn  the  fabric  of  liberty.  WW 
are  to  be  iavored  particularly  by  thecoattooiM* 
of  this  destructive  system  ?  The  specnliliH  «*?t 
cantile  daas,  I  may  say  excluliv^Iy.  Ao^8M 
they  increase  in  extravagance  and  f^"**?^**^ 
twenty  years  to  come  in  equal  ratie  ^*'".,*J7 
they  navefor  a, few  years  past,  nothing  will  w^ 
isfy  them  short  of  swaying  the  National  CoMcus, 
-and  giving  law  to  Government, and  'n«^*°?f'2i 
thing  subserve  to  their  cupidity.  SiM  **<»^.^ 
meree  essentially  i 
as  reason  would  justif 

I  am  for  keeping  il  directly  „ .  . . 

reason,  and  not  sufiering  it  to  4rown  evcrjftiHf 
in  the  whirlpool  of -^ts  power.  j^ 

Are  not  Government  well  aware  that  this  W 
fofefgn  capital,  in  the' bosom  of  our  cooDwyr"" 
an  extraordinary  influence  in  certain  **"^,f.!J 
the  Union  ia  our  elections,  the  kcepiag  fjuw 
pure  ought  to  be  an  object  of  the  first  ma^f  J;; 
How  was  it,  sir,  formerly  ia  New  York  '^P'^^^^ 
not,  in  consequence  of  this  moneyed  ari*iow«cyf 
give  compiete  tone  to  the  elections?  •""'.^''^^ 
It  checked  until  Burr  surirepiiiiouslf  oU"*?*^  Jr: 
Manhattan  Bank,  under  tbe  mask  ol  waterufr[ 
city^  which  formed  acounterbalaaea?  And  wan* 
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H  6htBlm  m  inftoetHNhin  yoar  6l«ctMB8,  yoo  may 
tteoe«Mrily  cftlomlate  ob  ht  makbg^  its  way  into 
voor  Nauonsl  CoanciU;  then  eTeryt1iti|f  otast 
htnd  to  tki«  meDstrotis  speoaktinf  i^stitutioB, 
yo«r  Oenstitu^oD  not  ezteft^d. 

It  wiH  be  tajd,  no  doabt,  is  I  mm  from  the 
Watt,  where  btnks  eiise  not'  common,  that  lam 
«nMcqtiaiiited  with  the  natvrt  and  operatioos  of 
tenking  iostiOHioas.  Sir^  I  do  not  fMretend  to- go 
wto  detaH ;  praeticatty  I  acknowledge  I  am  on* 
•oqaaioted  with  them ;  my  infbrmation  on  sub- 
jects oi  this  kind  is  ptiflcfpahy  theoretica4.  But, 
-str»  I  am  sufficiently  acquainted  With  the.nature 
umI  operation  of  them  to  oonvtoce  me  that^they 
•re  syateme  of  specniatlon,  calcntattd  l6  so  it  the 
cpeculatiog-and  mercantile  elassat  the  ezpenee 
of  the  agripahuriste^^^t  the  ei^enee  of  those 
who  are  the  support  aiMi  sheet  aacbor  of  yonr 
Government.  How  is  it.  sir,  when  yoUi^  banks 
bfaak,  which  bas  been  tne  case  in  several  io- 
atanees,  tn  some  of  the  Eastern  States'?  The 
Fanners'  Btehao|^  Bank  of  Rhode  Island,  when 
if  wasiipped  up,  had  but  some  odd*  of  forty  dol- 
lara  in  its  raulta.  The  Berkshire  and  i^orthamp- 
IDO  bank,  both  of  MftfiiacbnsettS|  when  their 
Tallies  were  examined,  one  bad  perhape  thiity  or 
forty  doilars  in  it,  the  -  other,  (  bdiere,  was  en- 
tirely empty;  and  the  Coos  Bank,  (I.  beliere  it 
was  called,)  of  New  Hamipshire,  wa^  nearlr  in 
tba  finme  situation,  atMl  tbotnanda^of  their  bills  in 
eifeolation  at  the  time.  Weil)«ir,  who  were  th^e 
aatfer^ral  The  note  holdara,  tba  peo|>le  at  laiige. 
And,  sir,  as  it  is  ia  system  of  ape|9Ulafiea^  when 
Uwf  bava  emifted  bills  t6  the  ainoont  of  iheir 
UottUition,  where  tbay  are '  limited,  they  may 
break  (at  the  saying  is)  foil  handed,  and  the 
weigbt  of  the  shock  falls  on  the  note  holders, 
who  «re  ptindpaily  agricnlttiriats,  as  tbey  com- 
pote aigbt-tenths  or  ibe  people^ 

Brntj  sir,  the  accounts  of  the  speoulatioos^  inr- 
fnaititma,  and  I  must  add,  dwindling  and  corrupt 
tto»S)lhat  have  hetm,  praetiaed  in  the 'Bast,  uati|«t 
the  head  of  banks,  have  reached  the  West^  and 
the  people,  notwithstanding  tbey  htirt^  by  some 
of  tifte  Eastern  "genirv,  been  deemed  scarcely  in  a 
acace  of oivHixatien,  miYasynpathized  with  their 
Eastern  friends,  and  hare  regretted  that  turpi« 
tode  bad  become  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  Sast^  in 
the  Hne  of  banking,  where  alt  bc^t  exclusive  ciri- 
Itaadoawas  claimed,  and  which  bas  made  them 
aaationsly  |^rd  a^inst  the  poeaibility  of  being 
eagulphed  in  a- similar  vovtex.  But,  sir,  if  gentle- 
mea  would  cast  their  eyes  empbatieally4>rer  the 
bictorv^  of  the  West,  I  suspect  they  would  not 
only  nod  cirilizalioo,  but  pure  patriotism ;  patri- 
otism, sir,  that  would  not  fade  before  the  sun  j 
they  woaid  find  the  people  uncontaminated  with 
foreign  partialities,  prejudice,  or  influence,  and 
where  the  last  tort h  of  liberty  would  be  held  up 
on  the  cof>tinetlt  as  a  terror  to  tyrants. 

Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  I  am  mistaken,  but. I 
▼tew  this  measure  as  -tne  greatest  teat  of  political 
pftaetple  that  bas  been  on  the  carpet  for  many 
years  bMk,  and  if  adopted,  federalism,  or  if'gea- 
tleoen  please,  aristocracy,  wM  regularly  progreaS) 
mkd  finally  obtain  the  asoeadeney;  repttwtcaniam 


will  have  to  fake  the  back  grou«d,^nd  ultimately 
be  prostrated ;  your  boasted  institutions  will  only 
figure  in  tbo  pages  of  history,  like  ancient  reptib- 
lics,  as  a  mournful  monument  of  the  fafl  of  nian, 
and  a'soTvt>wfol  memento  of  his  degraded  condi- 
tion: therefore,  in  my  mind  the  adoption  of  tMk 
measure  would  seem  like  committtng  a  moat 
horrid,  treason  agaiVist  the  principles  of  the  €on- 
vtitntion  and  eiril  liberty,^ohsequent1y  I  consider 
it  not  only  the  true  interest,  but  the  bonnden  dnnr 
of  erery  man  who  has  any  pretentions 'to  friend- 
abip  for  the  American  €k>remmant,  or  civil  ilb* 
erty,  to  as^st  in  ^rant^ling  this  innnt  Nerculea 
in  tbe  cradle,  or  ai  least  preTj^nting  it  from  com- 
ing to  maturity.  If  tbl^  mensnre  was  only  eal^ 
cnlated  to  perpetuate  tbe  memory  of  its  foonder, 
I'  should  not  so  much  object  to  it,  bttt  then  t 
should  thtt>k  it  uoneeessarY  and  improper^  hut, 
sir,  it  will  do  more,  it  wtH  fbnher  the  Views  of 
Federalism  by  increasing  their  power,  and  asvist 
them  in  overttirning  the  present  system  of  got*- 
emthent,oii  (be  ruins  of  which  th^  will  calculate 
on  raising  one  mora  congenial  to  their  pnrposet* 

Mr.  Speaker,  fVom  ray  pres«fnt  impressions,  I 
think  it  i^ould  be  more  adfusable,  if  the  British 
uoremment  should  not  rescind  tbeir  dastructivn 
measures  affecting  our  rights,  and  dons  justice, 
rather  tha» renew  the  chartet  of  the  Baok'of  the 
United  States,  as  it  is  called,  thereby  Atrthering 
their  riews  on  this  country,  to  lay  onr  hand  on 
tbe  oafiital  stock,  or  at  least  so  mnch  as  belongs  to 
tbe  ditiaens  of  the  Island  of  Britain,  in  order  to 
indemnify  tn  in  part  for  the  damaeas  we  haresulr- 
tained-  by  Britisb  outrages  jand^  if  it  becomes  no- 
oessary,  (as  L  preanme  it  will,)  \o  make  use  of  it 
in  4JeiVaying  the  ezpenaes  necessof 3r  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  North  American  pro? ioces,  wbieb 
will  bare  to  be  r)»sorted  to,  if  yon  wish  to  gire 
peace  to  tbe  laad.  vFnr  I  hare  no  hesitation  in 
aaying,  that  while  this  large  foreign  canltal  is  in 
existence  in  your  country,  and  tbe  Brhish  bold 
their  North  American  potteasions,  that  Britisb 
principles  will  be  disseminata,  that  Federalism, 
if  gentlemen  tike  the  term  better.  Aristocracy^ 
wiO  regolarly  progress  and  finally  convulse  yonr 
Govemment  to  its  centre.  Yon  may  rest  assured, 
str,  that  if  tbe^cbarter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  i;i  renewed,  it  will  prore  a  powerful  wea- 
pon in  the  hands  of  otir  enemies,  and^will  be  cal- 
ciylat^d  to  rule  tbe  €k>vemtn«nt,  instead  of  the 
Gofernment  mling- itself.  Then,  sir,  it  it  not 
high  time  that  tbe  accoonu  or  this  colossal 
speculatii»g  institution  should  be  suffered  to  dose, 
by,  letting  the  charter  expire  on  the  third  of 
March  nezr^  that  we  may  know  whether  this 
Diana  of  the  Bpbesians  be  ^  goddess  of  solid 
stiver,  or  only  of  clay  silvered  orer  7 

Shr,  much  baa  been  said  abbut  the  want  of 
capital;  If  gentlemen  wnuld  cast  tbeir  eyes 
around  and  examine  oor  resources,  tbey  ranut  be 
fully  appriaed  that  we  have  capital  adequate,  and 
beyond  our  wants;  ibert  is  it  not  time  to  cut 
asunder  those  kading-strnMs,  bj  which  corriip- 
tion  has  led  credulity?  Ices,  air,  it  is  not  only 
lime  that  we  should  have  the  name  of  Iraemen, 
but  be  so  in  reality. 
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Sir,  ia  justice  to  my  own  feelipgs,  and  the  future 
prosperity  of  my  couutry,  I  am  bound  to  vote  io 
fa\(or  of  coDcurriDg  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  striking  out  the  first  sfcitOi;!  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KeY.-^Mr.  Speaker,  this  House,  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  having  struek.out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  apd  thereby  defeated 
the  bill;  and  this  House  being  called  upon  to 
concur  with  or  reject  the  vote  of  the  Committee, 
a  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance is  presented  to  our  consideration.  Few 
subjects  more  deeply  afifect  the  welfard  and  pros* 
perity  of  our  country,  find  none  deserves  a  more 
<alm  and  temperate  investigation,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  excite  the  feelings  of  the  House  by 
painting  the  scenes  of  distri^ss  that  will  probabl^ 
fiow  from  a  non-renewal  of  the  charter,  but  ad- 
dress myself  entirely  to  your  understandings. 

All  pl^ttes  seem  to  concur  in  the  utility  and 
convenience  of  the  bank  to  aid  t^  collection  and 
payment  of  our  taxes  and  revenue,  to  safe*kee|) 
the  amount  and  distribute  it  when  wanted.  But 
many  deny  that  we  have,  under  tbe  Constitution, 
a  right  to  incorjMrate  a  hank  even  foi'sucti  cir- 
eumstances.  I  have  listened  with  pleasure  to  (he 
arguments  urged,  by  those  who  deny  the  right, 
and  have  weighed  them  with  attention^  and  so- 
liciting the  same  indulgence  frona  them  in  ireturn, 
I  do  not  despair  of  producing  conviction. 

I  shall  codtend  that  we  luive  a  riffht  to -create 
a  National  Bank,  and  that  it  is  «ur  duiv  xd  do  so 
to  avoid  the  general  <)alamily  that  will  result  to 
tbe  country  if  we  fail  to  do  iL  I  beg  of  gentle«» 
men  to  take  the  Constitution  in  their  h^n&,  and 
foUow  me 'Step  by  step^  while*  I  demonstrate  the 
existence  of  the  right. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  first  article, of  tha 
Constitution  eontfiins  the  grant  of  powers  given 
to  Conjfress  to  enable  it  to  induct  tbe  a  jbirs  of 
tbe  Union.  Tbe  powers  given  are  enumerated 
and  specified,  being  eighteen  in  number. .  In  the 
irst  we  find  these  words:  "The  Consress^all 
t  have  t>ower  to  lay  and  collebt  taxe9,  dutie^,  im- 

*  posts,  and  exeises^^to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 

*  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
<  tbe  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposu,  and 

*  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the.  United 

*  Stated."  These  words  give  to  &e  United  States 
a  definite,  explicit  power  ^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,.''  d&c;  tbe  only  qualification  of 
the  power  is,  that  the  duties  and  imposts,  not  the 
taxes,  shall  be  uniform.  Tbe  eighteenth  enu- 
merated power  is,  "  for  Congress  to  make^all  laws 

*  which  shall,  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry* 
'  ing  into  execution  the  foiTegoibg  powers,"  dec. 

The  powers  thus  given  to  Congress  are  sover- 
eign in  their  nature,  and  expiipit  in  their  terms 
of  grant ;  but  the  jeaknisy  and  provident  wisdom 
of  the  framers  of  tbe  Constitution,  knowing  that 
tbe  power  might  be  abused  in  its  exer6i8e,l)ave, 
in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  enumer- 
ated seven  specific  limitations  or  restrictions  of 
the  powers  previously  given.  Tbe  grant  of  power 
is  in  affirmative  terms ;  the  restrictions  are  in 
negative  terms. 


Tbe  gcMral  grant  of  power  >^  to  lay  aad  eoHeet 
taxes  and  imposts,"  dbe.,  given  ia  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, is  thus  restricted  in  the  ninth:  *^  No  ctpiti- 
lion  Of  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  udeuia 
proportion  to  the  census,"  ^.;  2d.  "No  tax  or 
duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  fronaoj 
State."  It  is  a  «ound  rule  of  construction,  tnd  n 
founded  in  common  sense  as  weHas  wtsdomjtbt 
where  a  grant  creates  a  general  power,  and  em^ 
merates  exceptions  to  its  ex^rcise>  that  the  exprci- 
sion  and  enumeration  of  those  exceptions opeftte 
to  exclude  all  others ;  because,  having  exceptioBt 
in  view,  and  having  specified  some,  it  demott- 
strates  that,  if  others  had  been  intended,  t^f 
would  also  have  been  expressed;  this  mleisae 
true  that  it  has  long  beiui  a  maxim  (hat  "^Ex- 
prcBno  ufdui  eHjexduno  aUeriu^^^  aad  .gorerM 
the  construction  of  all  gnuts  and  insUlnentsiA 
public  Or  in  i»rivate  lire.  lam  then  varrasted 
in  saying,  that  the  grant  of  power  "  to  Uf  umI 
collect  taxes  and  imjiosts,  d<:o.,  provided  the  lat- 
ter are  uniform,"  is  fettered  or  restricted  bf  oo 
other  limitation  than  tbe  two  abore  expiesserfia 
th^  ninth  section ;  and  it  follows  that  we  can 
make  any  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  lay  tan^ 
if  we  do  not  violate  the  restrictions  iaterdietia; 
us  from  laying  a  lax  on  exports,  and  a  capitaiiai 
tax,  contrary  to  tne  proportion  of  the  census.. 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  boaorable  gentlemas  ffva 
yiEginia,  on  tbe  Constitutional  question,  limits 
the  power  of  Coagfess  by  what  I  call  ao  hiterpo- 
laiion  in  tbe  Constilaition.  The  words  of  tfcn 
instrument  expressly  give  Congress  the  we* 
^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,"  an4''to  makeaUlafs 
becessary  and  pfoper'^  to  carry  those  poweitnto 
efilect;  but  ibe  honorable  gentlcnvin  adds,  tbat 
"  necessary"  -means  indispensably  necessary.  T« 
.this  I  answer,  that  tb?  word  indispeiwaWa  n 
not  used  in  the  Confetitution ;  the  words  ^^^^ 
necemary  and  proper,  Tbe  error  iiHo  wiiicJi 
that  gentlemaa  and  an  honorable  member  mna 
NewTork  have  ialUo^is  a  want  of  pf«<»«"^ 
ing  of  the  terms  they  use,  or  rather  coflfoOTa»8 
two  things  in  their  nature  essentially  diwenu 
They  confound  the  means  or  mode  by  whicj  » 
end  is  attained  with  the  end  itself,  and  flowilf 
can  be  more  erroneous.  Th^  end,  or  p*«jw 
given,  b  to  lay  and-  colled  taxes  and  p«f  ^ 
public  debts ;  the  power  to  make  laws  necessary 
and  proper  to  effect  that  eOd  is  also  P^^^^^ 
consists^  in  devising'  tad  establishing  toe  bi«^ 
of  accomplishing  it.  The  means  to  «c€oaipw» 
the  end  are  no  where  restricted.  AH  ^^  ^^l 
tions  are  upon  the  power.  The  means  or  ojw 
by  which  the  colleclion  is  to  be  effected,  jsiw 
to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Congress  in»»fll 
all  necessary  and  proper  laws  for  that  P***"!*^!^! 
lay  down  this  proposition  as  universally  tr«^"* 
wnere  a  power  is  given  to  do  a  particular  acs 
*'to  lay  and  collect  taxes  and  pay  the  P^W^^r^- 
that  it  necessarily  results  that  the  P^''/^  j?«es 
act  may  do  it  by  any  mode  or  ^^^^r^^pot 
(if  more  means  than  one  exist,)  if  •"«'*.  "*.?,(I 
means  are  not  prohibited ;  and  I  ^.^Ll^ip 
that  the  party  in  executing  the  power  »*  ""^^ 
tively  bouad  to  use  tbe  means  best  adapted  w  vr 
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complish  the  end.  If,  theOy  whjcb  seems  gene- 
rally admitted,  a  bank  is  useful  and  necessary  in 
the  collection  of  taxes  and  impost^,  and  pay'ment^ 
of  the  public  debt,  i^nd  is  the  best  mode  of  effect- 
ing it,  the  creation  of «  bank  for  such  purposes  is 
deBoitelf  within  the  power  of  Congress ;  and, 
more,  it  is  the  boonden  duty  of  Congress  to  estab- 
lish it,  because  they  are  bound  to  adopt  the  best 
practicable,  or  in  other  words  necessary  and  ptoper, 
means  to  collect  the  tax  and  imposts. 

If  more  means  than  one  exist  to  carry  a  power 
into  effect,  neither  can  be  said  to  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary,  because  either'  tbay  be  adopted  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  other ;  and  tnis  mode  of  rea- 
soning pushed  far  proves,  that,  where  more  means 
than  one  exist  to  execute  power,  the  powei^  is  a 
dead  letter. 

That  the  creation  of  a  bank  is  a  n^eans  to  ex- 
cite a  given  power,  and  not  the  power  itself,  will 
follow  from  a  careful  view  of  the  subject.  Here 
mv  opponents  and  myself  are  precisely  at  issue. 
They  say  the  creation  of  the  bank  is  a  power  not 
given  by  the  Constitutioq.  I  state  it  to  be  a 
means  of  executing  a  power  giten,  and  Dot  the 
power  itself.  Let  sound  reasoning  test  our  prin- 
ciples— what  is  a  power,^  but  an  authority  to  at- 
tain a  given  end?  What  is  the  povyer^iv^n  in 
thiji  case  ?  Let  the  Constitution  speak  for  itself— 
''to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,^'  &c,,  and  pay 
the  public  debts.  Now  the  jpower  and  the  end 
are  express,  deEnlte,  and  precise — there  is  bu^  o^e 
power  and  one  end;  human  ingenuity  can  make 
no  more  out  of  the  words  of  the  Constitution— 
*bot  there  are  many  means  by  which  the  power 
may  be  executed,  oy  which  the  end  mayrhe  at- 
tained, and  those  meads  are  vested  in  Cons^ress. 
by  the  power  expressly  given  thto  "to  make  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  execute  the  powers 
before  enomerated." 

Congress  is  a  body  politic  and  incorporei^l,  ^nd 

must  use  some  agency  or  means  to  carry  a  power 

into  effect.    To  do  it  in.  this  instance  by  th^ 

agency  of  a  bank  is  one  means;  to  do  it  by  the 

appointment  of  officers  to  collect  the  taxes  is^an- 

other ;  to  make  the  debtors  themselves  pay  into 

the  Treasury  is  a  third.    Now  is  it  not  an  equal 

exercise  of  power,  to  create  and  appoint  officers 

-  to  collect,  preserve,  and  pay  away  public  money, 

as  to  create  a  bank  for  that  purpose  ?    The  power 

18  the  same,  though  exercised  in  a  different  way ; 

but  the  mode  of  its  exercise  does  not  affect  the 

nature  or  essence  of  the  ^wer^-this  is  most 

clear;  and  I  ask  ^entlemepyin  the  sense  they  use 

the  word,  where  is  the  express  power  in  the  Con* 

stitation  to  appoint  and  pay  officers  to  collect 

taxes?    Certainly  it  grows  out  of  the  power  "  to 

make  all  laws  pecessary  and  proper,"  dec,  and  is 

no  where  else  to  be  found ;  then  the  necessary 

consequence  is^  that  the  creation  of  a  bank^  or 

the  creation  of  officers,  to  collect  taxes  and  im* 

posts,  Sec.,  Is  not  a  Constitutional  question,  but  of 

sound  discretion,  as  most  suitable  to  promote  the 

pnblic  good,  and  the  House  has  power  to  adopt 

either,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  found  most 

necessary  and  proper. 

How,  for  the  great  objects  of  economy  in  col- 


lection,, safety  in  keeping  and  ffcilily  of  iMiyi^g 
it  away,  as  and  where  the  exigencies  of  Qovem- 
ment  require,  a  bank  has  a  decided  preference 
over  the  appointmen^of  a  multitude  of  officers, 
with  salaries  or  commissions ;  the  chancy  of  neg- 
ligence; the  risk  of  losS)  and  most  insuperable 
difficulty  and  einbarrassraent  of  transmtsaton  at 
home  or  abroad. 

1  trust,  Mc  Speaker,  that.  I  have  shown  that 
correctly  viewed,  the. creation  of  a  bank  is  a 
maans,  not^an  original  power;  that,  as  a  means 
it  is  \mx  adanted  to  the  end  or  execution  of  the 
power^  and  tnat,to  attain,  the  end,  a  full,  express, 
definite,  grant  of  power  is  given  by  the  Constita- 
tion«  But,  sir,  1  ask,  is  opr  Grovernment  -never  to 
settle  down  to  Mability-ran  object  so  desirable 
and  so  important  to  the  happiness  of  the  people? 
If,  from  the  inexplicitness  or  imperfection  of  ian- 
goage,  doubts  have  existed,  which  ha ve^ been  de- 
cided by  the  concurrence  of  this  House,  the  Sea- 
ate,  and  the  illustrious  W<ashington,  in  the  exer^ 
ciseoftbdr Constitutional  functioQs;  and  twenty 
yefirs  last  past  have  exhibited  a  practical  com- 
mentary on  the  Constitution,  ought  we  not  now 
to  regard  it  as  saoced  ? 

Haa  not  .Congee;^,  and  hieive  not  all  the  States, 
•aaetioned  theKgitimacyof  the  bank,  by  pascloff 
.penal  laws  against  counterfeiters  of ,  its  paper? 
Havenot  many  of  the  judiciaries  inflicted  impris- 
onment* and.  deprivation  of  liberty  on  offenders 
under  those  laws.;  and  are  we  now  to  be  told, 
that. the  original  la ^  which  indueed  all  these 
puoi^ments  is  unconstitutional  and  of  coarse  ao 
law  ?  Butj  air,  I  will  not  repose  my  argument  on 
the&btof  longacquiesceneem  the  States.norof  ac- 
qnieseenoe under  the  Administraiiona  of  Washioa- 
ton,  Adams,  Jefferson,  and  Madison ;  I  will  ad- 
vance a  step  i^urthfr,  and  show  that  this  House, 
nodes  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
that  Mr;  Jefferson  himself  did  under  his  own  hand 
acknowledge  the  legitimacy,  and  consequently 
ihe.Constitutionalty,  of.  the  bank.  .In  1804,  Mr. 
Niobolson,  of  Maryland,  made  a  report  author- 
izing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
an  office  of  discount  and  deposite  at  New  Orleans. 
A  bill  was  dmwn,  it  ^pas^ed  this  House,  it  pass- 
ed the  Senate  and  was  signed  by  President  Jef- 
ferson the  day  it  was  presented  to  him.  It  was 
entitled  *'Ab'  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes."  "  Here  let  us  fmuse-^ 
it  is  really -ludicrous,  sir,  to  see  the  gravity  and 
wisdom  of  the  nation  eng[aged  in  passing  a  sup- 
plement to  an  unconstitutional  law.  One  would 
suppose,  sir,  that  if  the  original  law  was  brought 
into  view,  if  deemed  unconstitutional,  the  ob^et 
of  bringing  it  into  view  would  be  to  repeal  it— 
but  what  was  the  fact?  Why,  the  very  reverse 
took  place;  instead  of  repealing  it  they  tolarged 
the  powers  of  the  bank. 

Now,  sir,  I  call  on  honorable  men  to  answer 
me  with  precision— ao  meat  two  questions  in  the 
teeth;  1st.  Was  it  not  as  unconstitutional  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  bank,  as  originally  to 
create  it?  2d^  la  not  the  enlargement,  so  far  aa 
it  goes,  a  new  creation  of  pQwer?    Qentlemeft 
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caDDOt  ^cape  from  tbese  qoestions  hj  sayid^r 
that  the  bank  had  tbfs  power  before  the  act  of 
1604.  I  deny  it ;  but  for  the  sake  of  argament, 
beh  80.  Then,  I  ask,  why  was  that  stif^plemeot 
passed  ?  And  was  not  the  passage  of  the  supple- 
ment a  direct  affirmatire  recognition  of  the  power. 
if  atreadjr  ii^the  bank,  and  to  give  it  to  them,  if 
Chey  had  it  not  ? 

Sir,  I  will  trouble  the  Rouse  nolon^r  on  this 
part  of  the  subject--*!  trust  I  have  satisfied  getf- 
lienien  that  we  have  authority  to  create  a  bank 
mider  th€  Oonstttutioti ;  t|iat  this  authority  has 
been  acted  on  by  Federal  and  Republican  admitt- 
istranons;  and  the  Unfted  States  and  the  States 
hare  acquiesced  in  it,  and  sanctioned  it  mahy 
years  without  murmur  o>  remonstrancCr 

Mr.  Key  ihen  proceeded  to  examine  the  ques- 
tion on  the  ground  of  expediency,  Ac. 

Mr.  PiOKMAlf.— I  acknowledge,  sir^  that  I  feel 
tery  anxious  to  have  the  charter  of  the  United  , 
States  Bapk  reifewed.  Not  frotn  any  persoAal 
interest  which  I  htive  therein — for  I  have  none. 
Nor  from  a  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  stock- 
holders, for  I  consider  that  very  t^nimportant,  when 
compared  with  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
and  of  the  community.  This  question  has  ac- 
quired an  artificial  importance  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  wasorigii^ally  disbus^d  and  in  which 
it  has  been  discussed  -at  this  time.  It  has  been 
treated  as  m  great  Constitutional  question,  wlien^ 
aocordine  to  m]^  view,  it  involves  no  gr^at  Con- 
stitutional principles,  ingenuity  has  surrounded 
it  with  a  miat  of  sophistry  which  ha«obseoredil| 
«nd  presented  it  to  the  ittenul  eye  through  a  Tery 
delusi^  medium.  I  shall  not  aKempt  to'foUow 
the  geijtleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  PoaTca)  in 
all  hia  nice  and  ingenious  distinctiona  between 
the  powers  vested  in  the  Federal  and  Stiite  Qdv- 
arnments,  nor  in  his  metaphysical  rellnemetitsr 
OB  bbjects,  ends,  powers,  and  means  i  but  ahal^ 
leave  that  task  to  gHKlemen  of  mbre industry  and 
more  talent  than  myself.-  His  observations,  htrw- 
«v«r..on  the  position  laid  down  by  the  late  Qeme- 
rat  Hamilton,'  in  his  ^lebrated  argument  on  this 
•nbject,  appear  to  me  so  extraordinary  that  I  ean- 
Bot  forbear  to  notice  them.  The  position  is,  that 
«Tery  power  vetted  in  a  Gbvernraneort  is  in  its  na- 
tmre  sovereign,  and  inclbdes  by  force  of  the  term 
a  Tight  to  employ  air  the  means  requisite,  and 
fiirly  applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of 
auch  power,  and  which  are  not  precluded  by  re- 
strictions and  exceptions  specified  in  the  Consti^ 
tntion,  or  not  immoral,  or  not  contrary  to  the  es- 
•entiai  en^s  of  political  society.  And  to  prove 
that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  to 
its  objects,  are  sovereign,  the  following  clause  in 
the  Constitution  is  considered  as  decisive :  "That 
'  the  Constitution,  ahd  the  laws  of  the  United 
*  States  made  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  iill  treaties 
'  made  or  which  shall  be  made  under  their  au- 
<  thority,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.'' 
Now  the  words  supreme  and  sovereign  are  sy- 
nonyraoos  terms ;  if  there  be  an^  difference,  the 
Word  supreme  is  of  the  highest  import,  it  beinar 
frequently  applied  to  the  Almighty  himself.  But 
aha  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Pomi)  as 


I  understood  him,  observed  that  the  power  to  piss 
the  supreme  law  does  not  p^'ve  the  Governmeiit 
sovereign  power,  for  the  highest  law  whieli  soy 
Government  can  pass  is  a  law  to  infiict  the  pai- 
ishment  of  deatli.  The  sheriff  who  exercises  this 
law,  said  be,  is  not  therefore  possessed  of  soTer- 
eign  power.  Certainly  not ;  he  is  only  the  id- 
struraent  of  the  50vereign  power,  as  much  sou 
the  axe  or  the  baiter  with  which  he  executes  the 
sentence.  But  '^  the  Government  is  not  sorer- 
eign  because  it  is  made  to  depend  in  some  degree 
on  the  State  Legislatures'' — if  they 'were  to  omit 
to  appoint  Senators  the  Government  woold  die 
a  natural  death.  If  they  were  to  neglect  it  thej 
would  violate  their  oath  to  support  the  Coiisfito- 
tution  of  .the  United  Slates.  But  "  the  sofereiipi 
power  is  in  the  people.''  The  sovereign  tod  the 
physical  power  are^  often  confounded  together. 
The  people  in  their  collective  capacity  |ire  t> 
mo6h  bound  by  the  immptable  rules  of  justice  ti 
each  one  is  in  nis  individual  capacity.  TheiNt* 
pie  of  the  United  States  are  under  a  Coisuto- 
tional  and  moral  obligation  to  support  the  Fed^ 
ral  Government— and  it  is  not  proper  to  preiome 
that  they  will  omix  to  do  what  it  is  their  dQt][to 
do,  and  round  ai^  argument  on  such  presampuoi^ 
But,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  the  btoK.  u 
we  consider,  sir^  what  are  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  established,  and  what  are  the  pnril^ 
with  which  it  i*s  invested,  we  shall,  I  think,  wd 
that  the  former  are  not  only  Constitatiooal,  but 
highly  necessary,  proper,  and  useful,  and  thiMje 
latter  do  not  interfere  with  State  rights.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  vests  Coniresj 
with  the  power  ''to  lay  and  collect  taxes, doue^ 
&c.;  •'to  pay  the  debts^  and  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  theUoi' 
ted  States,"  to  "borrow  money  on  the  credit  •! 

*  the  United  States,  to  r^guUte  commerce  with 

*  foreigb  nations,  and  among  the  seven!  Sittes, 
^  and  to  make  alt  la #8  which  shall  be  neceetrf 
'  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  tore- 

*  going  powers."  It  is,  therefore,  the  right  im 
duty  of  Congress  to  facilitate,  and  to  render  m 
certain  as  possible,  the  collection  of  the  rcre* 
nue.    It  is  their  right,  and  their  duty,  to  f^^^ 

F laces  of  -safe  depostte  for  the  public  moneys. 
t  is  their  duty  to  discharge  the  public  cngiRj 
ments  with  punctuality  and  good  faith,  and,  n 
possible., to  provide  the  means  of  traosmitti< 
the  public  moneys  froiti  one  place  to  »Doihef,w 
the  poblic  exigencies  may  require,  wiihoni  ine 
risk  of  loss  to  the  United  States.  Has  noliw 
bank  answered  all  these  highly  importiflt  m 
necessary  purposes  ?  Can  they  be  so  well  tccom- 
plished  by  any  other  means  7  I  presume  not,  w 
the  ingenuity  of  those  who  oppose  ine  ^^^y 
of  the  charter— and  certainly,  sir,  they  ^^^^f\ 
played  taudh  ingenuity— has   not  J^"???^*  i* 

ftlausible  substitute.    It  is  surmised  that  the  po»" 
ic  mone ^ '"-^  ''-'*'"  ""*»•""' 

another  i 


monevs  may  be  transmitted  from  ^^\^!  i 
-uother  in  specie,  which  may  be  carried  by  lawj 
or  sent  by  water  in  €k)veroment  vessels,  or,  i»^ 
it  may  be  done  by  the  private  drafts  of  tn«'C°an». 
The  objections  to  these  modes  are^too  obtiowj 
render  It  necessary  to  ename  rate  them.   Ui'^ 
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ficient  to  say  that  each  of  th«in  would  subject 
the  United  States  to  fre^aent  losses,  aad  the  Gov- 
ernment to  constant  disappointmeDt.  But^  it  is 
thoaght  by  many  that  the  fiscal  conderas  of  the 
GkiTerpment  may  be  conducted  through  the  in- 
alruiBentality  of  the  State  hanks;  and,  In  fact,  W 
is  the  interest  of  the  State  banks  which  excites 
much  of  the  opposition  to  the  renewal  of  the 
ebarter  of  theiJnit^  States'  Bank.  In  my  opin- 
,  ioa^  however,  it  is  an  erroneous  view  of  their 
[  intereil.  I  apprehend  that  many  of  them  will 
I  sustain  a  shock  from  the  suppression'  of  this  in- 
I  sttlQtion,  from  which  they  will  never  recover. 
How  can  the  public  business  now  done  by  the 
Uoiled  States'  Bank  be  execUtecT  hy  the  State 
banks?  CouAfress  have  no  control  over  them,  are 
igBialrattt  of  their  funds,  unacquainted  with  the 
eonditions  on  which  they  were  gtaiMed,and  of  the 
principles  by  which  they  are  governed".  Some  of 
tbem  are,  undoubtedly,  entitled  to  confidence,  but 
many  of  them.are  not.  It  wouldb^  imposing  on 
tke  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an  invioious  task 
and  9  roost  unpleasant  responsibility  to  make  a 
selection.  In  every  view  which  I  can  take  of 
the  subject^  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  the 
height  jof  impTijdence  and  indiscretion  to  sup- 
press the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  deposite 
public  moneys  \ik  the  State  banks.  If^  however, 
the  privileges  conferred,  and  necessarily  copfer- 
red  on  the  United  Sates'  Bank  are  nocoostitu« 
tional,  then  it  is  our  dnty  to  suppress  it.  Let  us 
candid iy^onsider  what  tBes^  privileges  are.  The 
greatest,  in  my  opinioa,  is,  that  its  bills  are  receive 
ahle  for  duties.  I  do  not  snow  th^t  an^  one  has 
pretended  that  Ck)ngtess  transcended  their  powers 
in  conferring  this  privilege.  It  is  this,  however, 
and  this  only,  which  gives  its  bills  a  circulation 
throughout  the  United  States;  it  is  this  which 
enables  H  to  transmit  largresums  from  one  extreme 
of  the  Uiyion  to  the  other,  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  require.  Kor  do  I  see  how  this 
neeesaary  privilege  could  be-  conferred  on  the 
State  banks.  Oertainiy,  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
ipve  It  to  all  of  them,  and  if  you  were  to  select  a 
lew  it  would  excite  the  most  serious  discontents. 
Besides,  It  is  necessary  that  the  banks  between 
which  this  intercourse  is  to  subsist-,  as  that  of 
dsawii^  upon  each  other,  shouldl  have  a  common 
parent  to  regulate  their  affairs,  and  to  secure  them 
frbni  rain  from  unexpected  and,  of  course,  unpre^ 
pared  for  drafts,  it  is  necessary,  in  fkct'that 
there  should  be  such  an  institution  as  the  United 
Stiles'  Bank,  and  thfe  onlyquestibn  is,  hoW  shall 
k  be  eRUbllshed?  By  the  State  Legislatures, 
Of  the  Federal  Qovernment  ?  But,  it  is  said  that 
the  establishmetat  of  branches  in  the  different 
Staties  is  a  violatioii  of  the  State  sovereignties ; 
tad  the  gentleman  from  New  York  f  Mr.  Por- 
Tn)«ys  it  is  so.  because  the  Stated  have  laws 
against  usdry,  and  that  ifhe  banks  make  more  than 
\MlmKvX  interest  upon  their  capital,  and  thereby 
TioUte  (he  law  of  the  States.  This  objection 
applies  to  all  banks.  Now,  so  far  are  the  banks 
frem  having  practised  or  encouraged  usury,  the 
soppresiion  of  it  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
best  effects  of  their  ettablishment.    The  United 


States'  Bank  is  restrained  by  their  charter  from 
letting  their  money  at  a  rate  exceeding  ^ix  per 
cen\.,  and  I  believe  that  this  is  not  usury  in  any 
of  the  States.  In  some  of  tbem  the  legal  rate  of 
interest  is  higher.  l*fieir  profits  over  six  per 
cent,  are  what  they  make  as  bankers,  and  not  as 
monev  lenders.  It  is  said  to  violate  the  State 
la'ws  because  the  persons  and  private  property' of 
the  stockholders  are  not  made  responsible  for  the 
paynient  of  its  notes.  This  is  the  case  with  every 
artificial  person.  He  is  not  accountable  in  his 
private  capacity  for  the  notes  which  he  gives,  or 
the  contracts  which  he  mak^s  as  such.  The 
stockholders  of  the  bank  maybe  considered ;  as 
public  agents,  and^  as  such,  it  would  not  be  rca* 
sonable  to  subject  their  private  fortunes  to  the 
payment  pf  its  debts  unless  they  abuse  the  trust 
reposed  in  them.  Such  a  respoasibility  would 
tender  it  impossible  to  establii^  the  ipstitutioh  ; 
hor  is  it  necessary  for  the  public  security;  for  it 
is  next  to  imppssible,for  a  bank  with  such  funds 
to  become  insolvent  if  its  afiGilrsare  honestly  abd 
judiciously  inanaged.  If  they  are  otherwise,  no 
guards  will  afford  security  to  the  public. 

It  flippei^rs  to  be  thought  by  many,  that,  because 
the  State  Governments  haye  a  right  to  incorpo- 
rate banks,  therefore,  the  United  States'  Govern- 
ment  ^as  not  the  righ^.  Now,  it  is  ah  implied 
power  in  the  State  Governments,  for  there  is  no 
$uch  power  expressly  delegated  to  them  in  any  of 
State  constitutions.  They  assume  the  right  be- 
cause it  is.  no^  prohibited  to  them.  Upon  the 
same  principle  has  the  United  States'  Govern- 
ment  the  right  to  establish  a  bank,  provided  it  be 
necessary^  to  the  accomplishment  oi  toe  purposes 
for  which  the  Government  was  instituted.  I 
again  inquire,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  Federal  Government  do  not  require 
such  an  institution?  Has  not  the  experience  of 
twenty  yea^s  fully  evinced  its  utility  to  Govern- 
ment f  Have  not  the  public  moneys  been  safely 
kept  ?  Hnve'  not  large  sums  been  continually 
transmitted  from  one  place  to  another  as  the 
public  exij^encles  have  required,  and  without  loss 
to  the' United  State^?  Why,  then,  suffer  an  in- 
stitution which  lias  done  so  miich  good — which 
h^s  proved  so  safe  and  so  useful — to  run  down, 
And  trust  to  precarious  and  unpromising  substi- 
tutes t  But,  while  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  . 
charter  of  this  bank  renewed  from  a  full  copvic- 
tion  that  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government 
^atinot  be  managed  with  convenienpe  or  safety 
in  any -other  way^  I  feel  infinitely  move  anxious 
^hat  it  should  not  be  suppressed  at  this  time,  on 
account  ol  the  community  at  large.  Such  an 
event  must,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  the 
toost  distressing  consequences. 

Perhaps  there  has  never  been  a  period  when 
our  merchi^nts  were  more  embarrassed  than  they 
are  at  present^  and  when  it  was  more  difficult  to 
laise  money.  They  have  large  funds  in  Eng- 
land, but  at  present  there  is  no  demand  for  ex- 
change upon  that  country.  They  have  large 
Quantities  Of  inaported  mercnandise,  but  the  prices 
^f  most  articles  are  merely  nominal.  The  bank 
^as  seventeen  millions  or  dollars  due  to  it  from 
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the  United  States  and  individuals.  It  Las  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  Jn  gold  and 
silver  in  its  Vaults.  There  is  due  to  it  from  the 
Slate  banlcs  about  two  millions  of  dollars ,on  thejr 
bills  and  on  deposites.  It  owes  about  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars,  payable  on  demand^  and  it 
will  probably  be  very  soon  called  upon  for  this 
money.  To  fulfil  its  own  engagements,  there- 
fore,  it  must  immediately «call  for  seven  millions 
of  its  debts,  and  within  a  short  period  for  the  re* 
maining  ten  millions.  And  this  last  sum  must 
eventually  be  paid  in  specie.  Whence  is  this 
specie  ro  come  ?  From  the  vaults  of  the  State 
banks,  if  it  be  there.  For  the  payments  to  the 
United  States'  Bank  will  be  in  bills  of  the  State 
banks.  These  bills  will  be^  immediately  sent  to 
those  banks  to  be  exchan^d  for  specie;  thus 
they,  instead  of  having  it  in  their  power  to  aid 
the  debtors  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  as  sonie 
erroneously  suppose,  will  be  oblij|[ed  to  call  on 
their  own  debtors ;  and  everv  specie  foliar  taken 
from  a  bank  mav,  and  probably  will,  oblige  it  to 
call  for  two  or  three  dollars  of  its  debts*  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that, 
by  compelling  the  United  States'  Bank  to  cijl 
in  the  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  due  to  it,  we 
shall  compel  the  State  banks  to  call  in  as  large, 
if  not  a  larger  sum.  .  flow  these  payments  are  to 
be  made,  and  what  effects  are  to  result  from  such 
a  state  of  things,  I  pretend  not,  sir,  to  sufficient 
discernment  to  foresee.  It  will  probably  produce 
a  general  suspension  of  the  pavment  of  debts  and 
an  almost  total  stag^nation  ot  business*  It  will 
greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  every  6peeies;of 
property,  and  thereby  reduce  many  pejrsons  to  in- 
solvency who  flatter  themselves  that  the^y  have 
much  more  than  enough  to  pay  their  debts.  It 
will  raise  an  enormous  demand  for  money,  and. 
of  course,  throw  many  persons  into  the  hands  of 
the  griping  usurer)  It  will  distress  all  classes  of 
people  except  the  moneyed  capitalist.  If^in  ad- 
dition to  this  measure,  our- non-importation  act 
should  go  into  effect,  thousands  must  be  over- 
whelmed by  ruin.  The  shock  may  first  be  felt 
in  the  seaport  towns,  but  will  ultimately  extend 
to  the  remotest  villages  in  the  country.  I  deem 
it,  sir,  ft  very  unfortunate  eircuqistance,  that  onr 
paper  circulating  medium  so  greally  exceeds  the. 
amount  of  our  specie ;  that  so  large  a  portion  of 
it  is  the  representative  of  lands,  houses,  and  mer- 
chandise, instead  of  being  the  repre$entati)reof  gold 
a^  silver.  ^  But  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government;  it  is  owing  to  the  numerous 
banks  which  have  been  instituted  b][  the  State 
governments.  This  furnishes  to  my>  mind  a  strong 
argument  against  the  instuution  of  banks  by  the 
States,  and.  in  favor  of  the  power  being  vested 
in  the  Federal  Government,  which  superintends 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  As  I  have  be- 
fore observed,  our  paper  circulating  medium  dan- 
gerously exceeds  our  specie;  should. we  adopt  a 
measure  which  will  affect  its  credit,  it  will  pro- 
duce consequences  which  none  of  us  can  foresee. 
On  the  other  hand,  by  continuing  the  bank,  we 
tread  upon  perfectly  safe  ground  \  twenty  years 
experience  of  it  has  proved  that  it  is  calculated 


to  answer  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  wasesub* 
lished.  It  has  proved  very  useful  to  our  mer- 
chants and  to  th^  community  at  iarge^  not  ooiy 
by  furnishing  ioans.  but  aho  hy  supplying  a  iDe- 
dium  which  circulates  throughout  the  (Jfiited 
States,  and  thereby  rendejs  it  much  easier  for  the 
merchant  of  the  Northern  States  to  purchase  the 
productions  of  the  Southern  States.  It  may  be 
truly  said^that  it  has  aided  the  agriculture,  the 
commerce,  and  the  manufactures,  of  our  coootry. 
Its  afiairs  nave  generally,  if  not  uniformly,  beea 
conducted  with  fidelity  and  ability.  Yet  we  are 
about  to  suffer  this  valuable  institution  to  filL 
We  shali  thereby  compel  the  Secretary  of  t/ie 
Treasury  to  have  recourse  to.  untried,  troqhle- 
some,  and  hazardous  expedients  for  the  maaige* 
ment  of  our  finances,  and  we  shall  probably  lead 
many  of  our  felbw-citizens  into  ruinous  specu- 
lations. It  is  absurd,  after  the  experietice  we 
have  had,'  to  ascribe  to  it  any  great  political  io- 
fluence..    It  was  established  by  the  Federal  B^ 

fubKcans  when  they  were  the  ruling  party' 
t  has  always  been  under  their  manageoiefit. 
Yet,  with,  this  monstroiis  engine;  in  their  hands— 
thb  engine  which  is  to  govern  the  Govemiaeot— 
their  political  onnonents  have  gained  an  absolole 
and  uncontrolla Die  ascendency.  Continue  it,  sir, 
and  you  will  probably  do  much  good.  Soppretf 
it,  and  you  may  bring  on  incalculable  evils. 

Mr.  w.  Alston  said,  that  the  motion  tostnke 
put  the  first  section  was  undoubtedly  a  fair  waf 
6f  attacking  the  principle  of  the  bill;  Wis  the 
same  motive^  even  if  he  did  hereafter  votesfliDSt 
the  bill,  would  not  gavern  him  as  it  had  othei 
gentlemen,  be  beggS  leave  to  state  the  retsoo^ 
why  he  should  vote  against  the  motiop.  It  i^ 
been  contended,  sjaid  he,  by  gentlemen  who  bare 
g:one  before  me'in  this  debate,  that  the  Coaauo* 
tion  did  not  authorize  Congress  to  coDtinue  this 
charter,  or  to  have  created  it  in  the  first  iasunce. 
I  am  opposed  to  this  doctrine  of  the  restrieiioool 
oiir  powers,  because  I  believe,  if  practised  upon 
to  the  extent  that  gentlem^  of  great  taleau  con- 
tendj  ihe  Government  itself  cannot  get  ai/«|M 
do  not  believe  that  gei^tlemen  can- put  ^^i^.*^ 
on  the  Constitution  and  show  their  aatboriiy  i" 
a  number  of  acts  wbich^we  are  compelW  ^^^ 
any  more,  than  ehey  can  put  their  finger  on  tw 
particular  passage  which  autbori«^th«g»hMni 
thU  chatter.  /.  u-    «•«. 

Sir,  we  ate  met  on  the  threshold  of  ^^y*  v^. 
tion  bv  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (8p;**![ 
WELLjl  on  Constitutional  grounds;  ana  1  ^ 
take  tne  argument  of  that  ffentleroen  alo"«,*^ 
I  think  can  prove,  that  he  himself  hM^'^*?a 
the  Constitutional  question.  In  the  clause  wa^ 
many  gentlemen  have  called  the  sweeping  «f*Jr 
in  the  .Constitution,  I  find  these  words-  ,^^ 

*  gress  shali  have  power  to. make  all  l*^.*?^ 

*  sary  and  proper  tor  carrying  into  •**®""?ggjgi 

*  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  P<'^*'!7!ve 
'  by  this  Constitution  in  the  QoveinmeBt  oi^» 

*  United  Sutes,  or  in  any  dicpartinent  or  o» 

*  thereof."  The  gentleman,  wejl  «"«^!„:rw 
this  clause  confers  the  power, •tiachca  wj^ 
make  it  the  more  importanV^he  word  ow*"^ 
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ly^  before  he  is  able  to  give  any  weight  to  ^e 
construction  for  which  he  contends,  fhave  ez- 
troined  the  Constitution  oyer  and  over  a^ain  for 
the  word  ahsolxUelyy  and  can  find  no  such  word. 
Where,  then,  does  the  gentleman  get  it  from,  but 
from  the  very  same  Source  that  he  charges  on  the 
favorers  of  the  Constitutional  right  to  pass  the, 
law?  It  is  by  implication  that  he  calls  in  the  aid. 
of  the  word  absolutely  before  necessary,  ,With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  he  refuse  to  others  the 
exercise  of  the  same  right  that  he  himself  has 
talcen?  Ifgentlemen  have  the  right  to  interpolate 
this  wordjwhy  may  we  not  as  well  interpolate 
others?  It  is  denied  that  the  doctrine  of  implica- 
tion can  applf  with  regard  to  granting  charters. 
If  it  can  apply  in  any  way,  why  not  in  this  way  ? 
If  I  can  show  to  the  House  that  it  might  apply 
in  some  cases,  or  it  will  be  impossible  that  you 
can  execute  the  object  of  the  Cdostitutibn,  why 
may  It  not  as  well  apply  in  tb\e  case  of  granting 
charters  as  in  any  other.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  put 
their  finger  on  the  chuise  of  the  Constitution 
which  authorizes  them  to  pay  away  one  cent  of 
the  poblic  money?  How  do  they  ge(  at  the  power 
but  bj  implication?  Yoo  have  a  power  by  the 
Constitution  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United 
States — but  that  part  which  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  means  debts  already  contracted, 
and  owing  at  tne  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitation;  that,  too,  is  in  the  sweeping  clause, 
which  gentlemen  will  certainly  not  avail  them- 
selves of.  Bnft  you  have  not  the  power  ex- 
pressly given  to  create  a  debt,  other  than; the 
clause  which  authorizes  you  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States;  but  none  will 
contend  bv  this  you  are  authorized  to  make  cbp- 
tracis  and  go  in  debt.  There  is  an  iinportant 
clau5e  of  the  Constitution,  which  giv^  to  the 
United  States  power  to  call  out  tb^  militia  of  the 
States  for  particular  purposes.  Show  me  the 
spot  in  the  Constitution  which  ajithorizes  the 
payment  of  the  miKtia.  ■■  Not  one.  The  power 
to  call  them  out  implies  the  power  to  pav  th^m. 
It  inevitably  follows,  that  the  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes  and  raise  a  revenue  implies  the 
power  to  take  care  of  it  Will  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  deny  it?  What  is  the  argument,  of  gentle- 
men on  this  point?  They  say  it  is  true  that  a 
bank  is  necessary  for  the  safe-keeping  and  paying 
the  debts  of  the  United  States)  but,  say  they,  the 
banks  of  all  the  States  are  open  to  you.  How 
does  this  doctrine  apply  to  the  United  States? 
Have  not  the  States  themselves  denied  the  con- 
nexion of  the  State  and  Federal  Qovernrnenta? 
Can  Iquote  a  State  which  doed  nptafTor'd  an  ex- 
ample of  this  disposition  ?  The'seat  of  a  gentle- 
man of  high  standing  in  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia was  Vacated  merely  becaiise  he  was  a  con^ 
tractor  for  'carrying  the  mail.  Will  then  the 
State  of  Virc^niaj  who  is  so  jealous  of  your  in- 
flnence  over  ner  officers,  permit  you  to  exercise 
that  influence  by  placing  your  money  under  offi- 
cers created  by  her  ?  Let  gentlemen  examine  this 
^inestioa.  The  argument  will  not  bear  them  out. 
n  the  State  which  I  represent^  also,  a  law  has 
been  passed  to  present  a  person  from  holding  any 


office  or  appointment  at  the  same  time  under  the 
Stale  and  Federal  Governments.  .What  right 
have  the  directors  in  a  Stale  bank,  appointed  by 
the  State,  to  contract  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  keep  its  money?  I  deny  their  right. 

Putting  the  State  banks  out  of  the  question,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  should  create  means  by 
which  we  can  transfer  the'inooeyof  the  Govern- 
meiit  without  expense,  hazard,  or  loss.  I  will 
state  a  case.  We  have  an  army  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  which  must  be  paid.  By  paying 
the  monev  at  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia,  it  is 
tr^nsferrea  to  the  paymaster  at  New  Orleans 
without  costing  you  a  cent.  Is  not  this  conveni- 
ent, expedient,  necessary,  to  comply  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  in  the  case  I  have 
slated  ?  I  do  not  believe  it  possible,  taking  the 
ground  that  they  have  the  right  to  place  money 
in  the  banks  of  the  individual  States,  that  such 
a  connexion  between  them  could  ever  be  estab- 
lished with.tbe  same  ease^  convenience,  and  safe- 
ty, as  at  present,  to  pay,  m  the  different  parts  of 
the  Union,  money  whjich  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  pay.  I  ask  the  question.  Will  a  bank 
in  North  Carolina  trust  a  bank  in  New  Hamp- 
shire? No;  but  the  State  and  every  individual 
in  it  would  trust  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
You  could  not  establish  a  connexion  between 
North  Carolina  and  New  Hampshire  so  that 
either  would  trust  the  other.  The  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  'plates  affords,  in  this 
case,  a  facility  useful  and  absolutely  necessary, 
in  my  opinion,  to'carry  on  the  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment. How  will  putting  down  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  have  an  effe<^t  to  lessen  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation?  If  I  could 
think  so,  I  would  joioi  the  genlleman  nfiost  seri- 
ously ;  but  the  very  contrary,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  the  effect.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  paper  serves  as  a  controlling  pow- 
er,.keeps  the  State  banks  in  proper  bounds,  and 
prevents  t)iem  from  issuing  a  vast  quantity  of 
paper  Which  would  inundate  the  country.  They 
are  Very  confident,  if  they  issue  too  much  paper, 
that  there  will  be  a  run  npon  them,  becaa^ethe 
interest  of  the  United  States'  Bank  and  the  State 
banks  do  not  at  all  times  go  hand  in  hand.  At 
this  time  it  certainly  restrains  the  circulation  of 
State  bank  paper. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  the  States  are  not  corhpelled 
to  do  particular  acts  which  they  are  required  to 
do.  To  be  sure,  the  Stales  have  the' physical 
power,  but  they  are  bound  by  the  same  solemn 
oath  to  carry  into  effect  the  Uonstitution  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  members  of  this  House 
are.'  It  may  as  well  be  said  that  the  State  Legis- 
latures may,  if  they  choose,  refuse  to  appoint 
electors  to  vote  for  rresident  and  Vice  President, 
or  elect  Senators;  but  the  obligation  upon  them 
is  as  strong  ifts  upon,  any  other  department  of  the 
Government,  as  it  is  upon  the  members  of  this 
House  to  perform  its  dutie&t  They  have  taken  a 
solemn  oath,  and  must  perfornl  its  obligations. 

Sir,  there  is  one  part  of  this  Constitution, 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  gives  the  power 
compleuly.    It  is  a  part  of  the  Constiiutioa 
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wbich  I  never  beard  anygentlemaDjDeQtion,  Dor 
any  writer  on  the  subject.  I  oiay  put  an  errone- 
ous construction  on  it,  but,  if  I  am  correct,  the 
conclusion  is  inevitable.  ,In  the  10th  section  .of 
the  first  article,  it  is  said,  ''  No  State  shall  coin 
money,  emit  bills  of  creditj  or  make  anything 
but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  ef 
debts)"  and  the  interpretation  which  I  give  to  it 
is  that  the  United  States  ppssess  the  power  to 
make  anythinjg^  besides  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender.  If  this,  then,  be  the  correct  construction,, 
it  is  a  clause  which  I  have  never  before  heard  re- 
lied on.  If  what!  conceive  to  be  the  fair  inter- 
Eretation  be  admitted,  it  must  follow  that  they 
ave  a  right  to  make  nank  paper  a  tender.  Much 
more,  then,  sir,  have  they  the  power  of  causing  it 
to  be  received  by  themselves  in  pfiyroent  of  taxes. 
If  they  have  power  to  makepaperof  any  descrip- 
tion whatever  receivable  in  payment  of  all  debts 
whatever,  can  any  one  deny  that  they  have  a 
power  to  make  it  a  tended  in  pav^ent  of  taxes 
or  debts  to  the  United  States  ?  After  adipaitting 
the  power,  will.  yoU  place*  the  j»xercise  of  it  in 
your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  or  in  the  hands 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  men  whom  you  call  direct- 
ors ?  Biit  I  might  not  have  voted  against  Concur- 
ring with  the  committee  in  striking  put  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  iff  stood  on  this  ground  alone.. 
To  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape.  I  should  have 
no  hesitation  in  giving  a  decided  negative :  but 
there  is  a  plan  on  which  I  would  vote  for  the  re- 
newal. Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,,  who  have  voted 
against  it  on  Constitutional  ground,  to  meet  me 
on  this  point— the  plan  is,  that  the  additional 
stock  shall  be  taken  wholly  by  the  United  States; 
that  they  shall  be  bound  to  distribute  it  amonjg 
the  individual  States,  having  respect  to.their  rel- 
ative numbers,  at  its  par  value.  The  States 
would  take  it,  if  tbev  think  proper ;  if  taken  th^re 
is  an  end  to  the  violation  of  State  rights.  In  a 
plan  of  this  kind,  a  distinction  is  brought  to  the 
mind  of  every  man,  whether  he  will  prefer  the 
interest  of  the  p^reat  body  of  those  people  who 
are  represented  m  the  State  Legislature,  or, whe- 
ther he  will  support  the  interest  of  a  few  who 
think •  proper  to  incorporate  theodselves  for  the 
support  of  a  bank.  The  true  question  is' whether 
the  emojiumentsof  the  banking  system  should  be- 
long exclusively  to  a  fe\v,  ur  collectively  to  the 
whole  United  States.  I  therefore  hope  the  first 
sectioa  will  not  be  stricken  out.  In  discussing 
the  detail  such  a  plan  would  be  more  interesting 
than  any  other  can  be  to  the  States.  The  advan- 
tages of  siiph  a  system  must  be  seen.  The  anx- 
iety evinced  for  the  renewal  of  this  charter  and 
the  credit  of  the  State  banks  altogether,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  money  made  by  the  banking  sys- 
tem, is  then  done  away.  The  money  arising 
from  the  profit  of  the  banks  will  belohff  to  the 
States  ia  tneir  individual  capacity,  and  the  taxes 
of  every  individual  arc  lessened  in  proportion  to 
its  share  of  the  capital.  Let  gentlemen  bring  the 
question  home  to  them ;  let  them  examine  now 
it  concerns  their  constituents,  and  put  the  ques- 
tion, which  of. the  two  will  interest  the  great  body 
of  the  people  the  most  ? 


Putting:  down  the  charter  of  the  United  Stales' 
Bank  will  not  put  an  end  to  the  banking  system. 
Cast  your  eyes  about  yoU  at  what  has  talen  place 
at  the  last  sessions  of  the  State  Legislatures  7 
Has  one  of  them  adjourned  without  establishiag^  a 
bank  ?  It  is  bank  paper  as  much  wheli  issuine  from 
State  banks  as  when  from  the  Bcmk  of  the  United 
States.  There  is -no  difference.  If  thisqaeitioa 
had  not  been  attacked  on  Constitutional  erouD^ 
if  it  had  been  left  merely  to  expediency,  I  sboald 
not  have  troubled  the  House  on  ^be  subject.  I 
kpow  too  little  of  the  concerns  of  a  bank  tq  think. 
of  making  a  speech  on  the  details  aXoue.  Bat  I 
know  how  much  interest  moves  us  on  tbts  ques- 
tion. When  you  place  money  ia  the  State 
banks,  you  give  a  complete  license  to  the  State 
bank:<  to  i^sue  what  they  please.  What  was  ihe^ 
loss  of  paper  money  during  our'  Refolati<»? 
Did  it  nor  fall  on^  those  who  bad  given  credit; 
and  tkte  we  prepared  to  meet  soph  a  shock  as  that? 
Could  we  have  stood  it  in  any  other  cause  tbaa 
that  in-  which  we  were  engaged  ?  Here  let  me. 
enter  my  protest  against  the  banking  system  alto- 
gether. But  we  have  it.  Is  not  the  con^eqaenee 
more  dangeroiis ;  will  not  the  loss  ultimately  be 
greater,  to  let  the  Slate  banks  issue  pap^r  at  will, 
thon.to  control  them  by  the  Bank  of  toe  Uoited 
States?    ' 

.  If  the  doctrine, which  gentlemen  advance  aboot 
putting  the  finger  on  that  part  of  the  Gonstiiu- 
tlon  which  gives  power  to  carry  on  the  Gotera- 
ment  itself  be  tcue.  we  may  as  well  quit  legisla- 
tion altogether.  You  cannot  go  a  single  step 
without  calling  in  the  aid  of  implication.  Whea 
a  means  is  necessary  and  expedient,  when  the 
operations  of  •Qovernment  cannot  as  well  be  car- 
ried on  in  any  other  way  as  by  it,  then  it  is  nc- 
cessairy,  and,  being  necessary,  is  ConstitutiooaL 

The  House  acQourned  without  coming  to  a 
decision. 


MoNDAT,  JaituAry  21. 

The  Speaker  "presented  a. memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  stating  tbe 
extreme  scarcity  of  inoney  within  the  said  Ter- 
.ritory,  and  the  reasons  of  such  «cafcity,  ai»d  pray- 
ing that  the  land  laws  may  be  so  amended  as  not 
to  exact  interest  from  the  date  of  purchase  on  the 
several  instalments  not  punctutdiy  paid  for  lands 
purchased  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  > 

Besoloed^  That  the  President  of  the  Uoited 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  such  Information  a^  he  may  possess  re* 
spec  ting  seizures,  ciiptures,  and  cbodemoatioos, 
of  the  ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of 
the 'United  States,  under  tbe  authority  of  the 
Qovernments  of  Europe  or  either  of  them,  which 
has  not  beeh  heretofore  communicated^ 

Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Bi6blow  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolutioa  to 
the  Presidetit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hslhs, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  cjaose  to  be  transmitted  to 
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Ami  House  a  r«t«ra  of  the  Arofy,  with  tho  sta- 
tions a(  wbieb  gartisOas  are  fixed,  and  the  stfeacth 
of  each  garrison ;  also,  tiieefatfe  of  the  retmiiToff 
Kfrioe,  ai^  the  pro^^  that  hiU  been  made 
thesein  siooe  last  session. 

Mr;  Uauia  and  Mr.  Tracy/ were  appointed,  a 
aommiitee  10  present  the^^aid  resolution  to  .'toe 
Preskteiit.      ^  ^      .  - 

On  motion  of  Mr^  McKurLBtf  . 

jResotod*  That  the  CommtYtee^  of  Comnifree 
and  Manmnares  he  io^cu'cied  t^ .  inqnire  into 
the  ezpedienef  of  altering  or  .^op^aUog  the  see* 
ood  seetioa  of  the  act,  eotitted  ^An  aet  to  aniM^ 
eartatn  shores  and"  waters  to  the  distriet  of  Mis- 
aiasippi,  and  to  amhoctae  the  bui^liBg.ofa  enstqai 
hause  aMt  New  Orleaas,"  aq4  that  ihesr  hare  leare 
to' report  by  bill,  o^  otherwise. 

Mr«  PomBBKTBa  pretftated  a  peHiioo  of  the 
Leg:i8lacuce'6£  the  Mt^tssifpt  Terrttory,  prty tag 
that  the  said  T^toly'lnay  be.  adoiitfed  as  a 
Statue,  into  the* Union,  on  an  ^'lial  footiag  with 
tlie  origiaal  Statea;  whi^h  wa$  readi  •o^  ^^ip- 
minedid  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  t(^  whom 
beoaa^ittodtiie  repprt-of  asalectts^mmitteeon 
that  sahjeat.    .     - .  . 

BANK  OP  THE  UNftiSP  STATES. ' 

This  sjibjeot  was  called  up,  mod  Mi*.  NewtoiI. 
made  a  motion  to  postpone  th^  farther  con&idter- 
atioa  of  it  indefinitely,  but  Withiirew  ihe  motion 
oatil  more  members  should  ciMDein,.the  Hotise 
being,  thin.  ^  A  short  time  afterwards-* .   . ' 

Mr.  Qablmhd  said  that  on  this  very inl^^ng 
sak^eci  he  thanght  the  Housa  eiughlto  act  an- 
datfttanding^y  and ,  prudently;  He  wished  that 
tbejf  iihott^  not'  precipitaie  the  Qoveroment  kito 
dimculiies4rom  which  if  would. be  difficult  to  W 
tricate  themselves.  He  wished  they  .should  take 
at  least  a  liule  iime  to  refleot  ^  thai  hh  fn^ad 
firom  Virginia  (Mr.  Lotb)  should  ha  permitted  to 
go  OQ  and  take  out  his  lettefs  of^administi^tioa, 
as  proposed,oo  Saturday,  ao$l  see  what  could  .be 
A>ne.  Ifthegeatleman  could  shew  that  the  Go?" 
emment  ^xMild  eonvenieptly  csrry  on  its  fiscal 
oporatiimswithdnttbebaAl^yMr.Q.sard  hesbould 
he  ready  to  go  with  him.  -But;  until j hat  was 
shown,  ae  did  not  wish. a  dei^on  to  be  precipi- 
tated. He  iherafofe^mo^Nid  to  <  postpone  the  fur- 
ther coasideraaon  of  the  hill  tiU  th«t  first  of  Feb- 
ruaiy.  There  would  in ihe  in terint.  bedtime  to 
tee  liow  they  conid' form  their  slaas,  and  how 
they  would  be  a.ble  to  oooduct  ti^  fiscal  opera- 
tiops  of  the  Government.    U^t  sKiuble  suhstttuce 


should  be  offered  for  the  purposeEi  of  Wloisting 
aad  traasfercing  reveiUM,  it  ^o«ld  he  lAm  means 
of  irecoiiciling  oMiny  gentlemg&n.te  Vote  against 
the  bank.  He  bop^  jiherefore  the  postpwieiheftt 
"waald  be  agce«l  to.   - 

Mr.  Nb#ton  said  the  House  had  had  ample 
time  for  reflfsetion  titt  this  subject.  He  did  not 
betiave  that  any  alteration  wotud  be  wrought  in 
the  opinions  of  members  by  a  iiostponement. 
Gtentlcaeo  ought  to  recoUecti  hat  t^  subject  had 
beea  under  eonsidei^tioB  far  three  or^fbur  years 
peat.  Srery  4)ne  had  revc^ved  it  in  his. mind. 
QiTf  mid  Mr<^N.,I  know  thesd  moaeyvd  inati^n- 
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tions.  I  know  what  sor-t  of  things  thef  are ;  and. 
after  the  time  that  we  have  had  to  consider  the 
subject.  I  think  it  all  impoftant  th^t  we  should 
come '  to  a  decisive  detiermiuation..  Let  me  tell 
you,  sir,  that  intrigue  and  artifice  will  -wear  away 
the  1^  principles.  Ample  time  has  been^fftven 
for  it  already.  I  am  for  laying  the  legislative 
.'axe  to  the  TOot  of  the  evil ; .{  aoci  for  imn^iately 
decjding  this  questioh^  and  turning  to  some  other 
business-;  anc|-for  this  purpose  move  that  thefas- 
ther  oonsideratioQ  of  the  biU  be  indefinitely  post^ 
poned. 

The  moli(JB  of  Mr«  Nawran  supe^siedes  that  of 
Mr.  Gari^ano;  - 

.Mr.  liOvf:  said,  he  rose  principally  at.  this  time 
to  asiL  for  the  yeas  aad  nayjB  on  M^is  question.  He 
thought,,  with  the  gentleman  lasbup,  tfaart  it  was 
highly' important  there,  shoald  be  aa  immediate 
decision,  and  heWould  add  to  t^  re^ns  already 
oflfered  in  fiai vbr  of^  it,  anoitber.    It  is  jaow  thcee 

Sears,aai<f  he,  sinpe  Congress  w^re  called  upon,  ia 
1^  #iosi  imperative  terms,  to  act  upon  this  sub* 
jeef. .  In  the  petition  of  the  stockholders, .  three 
ytknngOf'it^wili  be  recblleccied  ^at  itwa^  stated 
that  onTese  a  certain^  a^^uranoe  was  gi  vep  that^the 
diacter.  would  be  renewed,  ihey  must-  immedi- 
ately commgenoe  aoortailaientof  their  discounts, 
d^C.  /  We  have  noW  progressed  iQ  within  about 
six  weeks  of  the  time  when  this  insUtup'qn  will 
cease  to  exist,  and  yet  we^fiod,  bv  an  iospectioa 
of  their  aeeoutftSj.tbai  they  sta^d  very  nearly  in  ^ 
the  situation  in  which  they- were  at  the  time  the' 
subject  was  irst  brpughl  before  Congress.  If  thi^ 
company  were  not  toliave  their  charter  r€(newe4, 
the  sooner  they  know  it  the  better.  *  On  the  part 
of  the  Gorernmeat  it  i?i{iip6i^aQtjthat Nearly 
decision  should  be  had.  that  they  may  not  ran  tM 
risk  of  'losing  revenue  to  aa  immense  amount ; 
fdr  who  knows  who  is  to. ad  minister,  on*  the  as- 
sejts  of  ihis  institution  ?  }n  consequence  of  the 
law  now'ia  cxist(?nce,  requiliAg  deposites  tb  be 
made  in  the  BAnk  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  there  would  soon  he'withiq  their  con* 
trolf  in  specie  ahd  bends,  an-  amount  of  sixteen 
millioos  of  dollars  of  tbe  pubUc  property.  Under 
presefU.eircmDattfnceS)  it.  ishigl^ly  proper  that 
immediatii  measure  shipuld  be  taken  to  withdraw 
these  depo^ites.  Every  gentleman  before  this  time 
must  bare  had  an  oppartOnity  to  make  up  bis 
mind  ^  and  I.  hope  the  question 'will  be  decided 
without  further  delays  As  the  mind  of  no  geo- 
tlenutn  in  the  Houst  could  be  changed  by  a  dis-- 
'eussioo,  iv is, to. be  hoped  tfaht  jthe -question  will 
immediately  be  takepi 
'  Mr.  Ta6op  eonoeiyed  the  ii|otioil  qow  made  to 
be  perfectly  proper.  He  felt,  however,  under  ao 
obligacto»ftoaccommodaty»  the  bank.  Tbe  act 
graoiing  an-  act  of  incorporation  was  entirely  a 
f  okuHary  act,  and  the  duration  of  it  limited  in 
the  a^t.  itself  to  a  term  of  twenty  years,  if  the 
bank  had  acted  tbe  part  of  an  ordinary  or  discreet 
merchant,  it<  would  have  taken  care,  before  the 
rexpiratftoor  of  its  charter,  to  have  wound  up  its  bu- 
siness acd-be  prepared  to  meet  the  event;  because 
the  Legislature  was  not  bound  to  renew  it,  not 
having,  eitherhy  the  original  eharter^  nor  by  any 
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ftiibseqvieot  act,  giren  any  pledge  that  it  would  dp 
80.  The  bank  Dot  hating  re<5eived  any  pledge 
of  ^resewal,  o^usht  tohaye  been  prepared  for  it» 
dissolution.  Ifthe  institutioD  had  done  what  they 
ought  to  have  done/the  Qoveroment,  «o  far  as  it 
is  coDcerne'd,  would  have  (Prepared  itself  against 
the  event  as  he  was  told  it  was  now  about  to  da, 
by  8ui>stituting  arrangements  with  the  State  banks 
for  arraAgemeots  with  the  Bank  of  the  Unit^ 
States  orbits  branches.  Mrl  T.  cQuld  therefore 
see  Do-difficulty  in  assenting  to  this' propositioi, 
whether  as  respected  the  Govern noe^pt  or  as  re- 
•peeted  the  Jpdividiials  concerned  iti  the  bank. 

Mr.  F18K  inquired  whether  it  WQs  understood 
that  dejpiodtes  in  the  United  States'  Bank- would 
foe  transferred  to  the  State  banks  without  the  saner 
tioQ  of  law  1 

Mr.  Whiobt.— Mr.  Speaker j  The  importance 
of  this  subject)  af|id  the  great  attention  that  has 
bean^  pakl  to  gentlemen  while  delivering  their 
opinioii  upon  it,  is  a  sure  guarantee  thtft  Lalso  in 
HIT  turn  shall  receive  the  attentionrof  thisHouse^ 
while  I  deliver  my  sentiment^.  I  pledge  myself, 
in  this  exhausted  state  of  the  debate,  aot  to  eon- 
•ume  more  of  their  time  than  a  correct,  sense  of 
duty  to  my  constitnenta  shall  impose. 

This  subject,  sir,  is  presented  to  oujr  coneideya- 
tion.in  a  two-fold  point  of  view,  as  to  its  consti- 
tutionality; and  as  to  its  expediency;  Iwilllhete- 
ibre  proceed  to  cpn;sider  it  in  that  order. 

On  the  point'Of  its  constitutionality  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  to  recall  youf  attention  to  those  narls 
of  the  Constitution  on  which  its  ad vocatea  have 
seemed  to  rely.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Kct)  cites  the.  1st  art.  8th  aec^:  '*  Congreas 
ahaH  have  power  to'lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts, 
duties,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  detili^  ana  provide 
ior  the  common  defence  ^ad  general  weUarci-of 
the  United,  Stales."  He  also  read  the  1st  article, 
9th  section:  "No capitation  or jdt her  direct  tax- 
shall  be  laid,  unless  in  prc^iortion  to  the  census 
or  eanme ration  htertinbelbre  directed  to  be  takeo.'' 
However,  not  yethiniself  satisfied  with  being  able^ 
to  derive  an  -authority  from  these  sections,  he 
calls  in  aid  the  Ia«t  paragraph  of  the  section, 
^  Congress  shall  huve  power,  to  make  alUaws-ne- 
ceaaary  and  proper  for  en rrying  into  execution 
tkefore^mng  jpoisert,  and  eUl  ot^pawere  vested 

Sethis  ConkuuHon  fnrthe  Government  of  4he 
nited  States,  or  in  airy  departiAent  or  officer 
thereof."  The  genileman  insists,  that  the  pow* 
or  tp  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dbc.,  dbc^  and  the  sweep> 
ing  olause,  empowering  Congress  to  make  all 
laws  necessary  to  carry  thai  power  into  execution, 
will  authorize  Congress  to  grant  a  charter  to  this 
bank ;  that  it  ib  necessary  to  the  collection  of  taxes, 
that  Congress  provide  by  law  the  means  whereby 
the  taxes  should  be  pAid.  I  bad  always  presuoded 
that  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  provide 
for  the  general  defence  and  common  welfare,  only 
authorized  Congress,  under  the  limitations  of  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  by  law  far  those  pur-* 
poses,  by  directing  whether  the  tax  diould  be  a 
direct  or  indirect  tax,  or  by  capitation ;  and  that 
their  powers  extended  no  farther  than  the  speci- 
fieation  of.  the  objects,  if  the  tax  was  dkeet|  and 


the  rate  at  whieh  the  specific  articles  sbonld  be 
valued  }  in  the  case  of  a  capitation,  what  sluxild 
be  paid  by  the  head  ;  and  in  case  of  iiidirect  taxes, 
what  should  be  the  duty  on  the  sevej^al  articlea 
taxed,  and,  in  either  case,  to  dirett  the  mode  <^ 
aspertainiiig  and  collecting  the  same;  bv  wkoai 
to  be  ascertained,  and'by  whom  collected^  and  to 
whom  paid.  But  I  never  ^id  suppose  ihat-Uua 
power,  even  aided  by^the  sweeping  elanae^  could 
oe  conceived  seriousiv  to  extend  to  the  fMrovidiag 
means  to  those  who  had  to  pay  the  tax,  whereby 
they  wer6  to  be  .aided  in  the  payment.  Such  a 
conatructioa  would  as  well  justify  the  paaaanff  a 
law-compellihg  theoultoreof'tand  iaaparUeMi 
w^y,  whereby  t)ie  crops  might  be  increased;  at 
the  farmer  cannot  -pay  his  tax,  unless,  be  laiaea 
produce  for  sale  }  or  indeed  it  might  be  extended 
to  compel  him  to  Use  plaster  of  Paris  to  improve 
hie  crop,  and  i facilitate  the  paymeiH;  which  I 
^ould  denfyyevett  if-the  tax  waa  made  payabb  ti 
produoe,    .  /.  ■    • 

The  samt  .gentlema^.  iseems  lo  have  relied  ea 
the  article  ''That  no  capitation^  .or  diMct  cajt, 
shouhi  he  laid/  boi  in  proportion  to  the  com," 
as  forming  a^  exception  to  the  powers  of  Caa- 
gress ;  tuod  I  presume  means  to  infer,  as  this  bill 
will  not  be  a  capitation  ux,  that  Congress  may 
pSM  it,  under  their  power  '*to  lay  and  collect 
tales''  and  the  e¥r^epiag  clause  to  carry  their 
speciic  powers  into  execution.  Sir,  the  Ooavea- 
tuAk  never*,  intended  that  Congress  shoold  baTe 
or  exercise  the  power  to  estabirsh  banks,  or  they 
would  have  made  use  of  i^pt  words  to  have  vetted 
them  with  it.  Bank,  sir,  i^  a  technical  term,  and 
if  they  had  intended  that  power  they  wonld  eer- 
tainly  have  nsed  that  term*  When  it  wat  ia- 
teilded  to  gljve  any  power,  we  find  the  Conven- 
tion had  BO  difficulty,  in  expresbing  it;  at,  Co»- 
greto  shall  have  power  *'  to  coin  monef  and  rc;^ 
nlate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin''--aBd 
here  let  pie  remiirk,  isiin  express  power  "to  coia 
money ,^  whieh,  if  we  were  left  to  le|^  coaatnic- 
tioa,  would  be  an  affii^aiive  pregnant  thai  tbey 
should,  not  emir  bills  of  credit.  Bat,  sir,  we 
need  not  rely  on  construction  to  prove,  what  pow^ 
ers  Congress  have  not,  ais  one  of  the  ameadaieats 
to  the  Constitution  provides,  that  '*  Congress  tfaall 
have  no  polrer  that  ii-not  esfpreesij^ giiwaJ*  And 
to  give  a  power  by  expression  is  to  tt$e  apt  wofds 
for  that  purpose ;  and  It  of  eoaite  becomes  aeces 
sary  to  the  power' in  Congress  to  establish  a  b»k, 
tbat^  such  a  power  should  be  given  by  kueh  spe- 
cific terms,  as  would  unequivocally,  and  witbaai 
constmetfoij,  convejr  the  right. 

As  to- the  sweepmg  olaote,  **  to  pats  all  laws 
necessary  to  carry:  intoieiBect  the  focegoiag  poir- 
ers  of  Cong^ess,^  the  letter  of  this  section  con- 
fines its  operatioa  lo  the  ^cific  powers  of  Gwa- 
gress,  previously  enumerated,  and  ca^  hi  no  sort 
create  ctmstructive  powersy'or  becoostraed  into 
a  creation  or  extension  of  povver.  Sir,  if  a  doobt 
can  remain  of  its  harmless  and  inoperative  na- 
ture; 1  trust  it  will  be  removed  by  a  vefcrenoe  to 
the  second  volume  of  the  Federalist,  page  Ml 
"  It  is  expressly  to  execute  these  powers,  that  the 
<  tweapiag  claase,'a8  it  has  been  affectedly  catted 
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<  flothorizes  ihe  Ni^tional  Legisjatore  to  pass  all 

*  necessary  a«d  proper  law*.  If  there  be  any  ihiog 
'  exceptionable,  it  must  besoogbt  lor  in  the  spe- 
'  eific  poirers)  upon  which  this  ^ei^^aL  declara- 
'  tion  is  prcfdtcated.  The  deelarHtioo  itself^though 

*  it  may  be  chargeable  wHh'  tautology  or  reduH- 
^  dancyj  ts  at  Uast  perfect v  harmless."  ^  Here  we 
find  one  of  the  framers  ot'tliis  iiMtrsment,^  when 
defending  thlMrticle,  called  the' Weeping  clause/' 
from  the  charge  of  its  hemg  tised  to  extend,  the 
powers  of  Congress,  or  to  embrhce  other  than 
the  specific  pewerii,  himself  confiotag  it  to  the 
#Xj»es8  powers,  and  indeed  ^edarinic  that  it  gfire. 
ao  power,  was  a  mire  tautology.  Yet  gentlemen 
seen  to  tkitok  that  it  is  animportant  delegation. 
of  power,  and  eon^eatly  quote  it  as  such,  and 
iildeed  a  theif.eottttruciiqn  of  it  were  in^olged, 

\  it  would  discharge  us  from  every  Constitutional 
I  0blif«tioaf  thftt  we,  in^o«r  disicretiofl,  might  sup- 
I  pose  Ihe  public  good  required,  but  I  trust  the  good 
eense  tad  patriotism  of  this  Hoo«e  i^iil  nefer 
•  etifler  it  to  substitute  discretion  for  expresdon, 
t       tkeir  will  for  the  law* 

[  Air.  honorable  member  from  North  Carojina 

1  (Mr.  Alston)  has,  with  soma  eonfidenee,  cited 
the  tenih  section  of  the  first  -article  ^  ^  No  Btate 
^lall  emit  bills  of  credit^  or  make  anything  but 
gold  and  Bilf  er  a  tender."  He.  upgc)^  this  denial 
of  t^  riffht  to  the  States  to  eqait  bills  <of- credit 
•e  a  per^t  prohibilion  of  the  Statea  to  giant 
Wnk  charters,  %nd  insisted  that  bank  notes  were 
bills  of  credit.  He  spoke  of  thtis  aecttoil  as  i^ 
dtaeoverif.  of  his  own,,  not  netie^  by  anybody 
before  kim  as /applicable  to  the.  case.  Sir,  the 
Upenileman  certainly  naissipplies  the  term,  ^^  bills 
of  credit"  to  "bank  notes."  The  term  <'  bilk  of 
er«di(''  was  surely  kiteaded  to  .express  and  pro-, 
bibit  the  emission  oT^per  money,  which  had 
be^a  emitted  by  the  St%(es  and  by  Congress,  dor 
r|n)g  the  war  of  the^ReTolution,  and  ud  so  de« 
pteoiated  as  to  hnprew  the  CenTentioa  with  the 

Jropriety  of  prohibiting  their  emission  in  fmure. 
\f  a  recorrence  to.  tlie  proceedings  of  the  old 
X^bgress,  and  the  Uws  of  the  sereral  States,  H 
will  be  found  that  the  term  "  bUts  of  credit"  was 
la^hnieally  used  foe  paper  otoi^ey ;  'nor  can  there 
be  less  dooht  that  bank  notes  hsTe  also  theiJr 
tecbnieal  iyeanio^,  as  the  paper  issued  bjr  bank 
dkcclors,  and  neither  .of  the  terms  ^  bills  of 
Oftrdit,"  or  "  bank  notes,"  eould  by  men  of  legal 
iatelligeBee  be  used  for  the  other.    ^  Bank,  note," 
aadl  a  ^  bill  of  credit"  are  terme  so  well  knowa  to 
the  law,  that  in  legal  patlonee  neither  coa|4  he 
aab«tittited  for.  the  other.    On  a  prosecjutton  for 
ooanterleiting  either,  the  other  eonld  not,  I  ap* 
prebend,  be  giyen  .in  evidence.    1  must  therefore 
latt^  that  the. gentleaftaa's^ 'construction  of  the 
Constitution  is  nncorreet.    Bu^  sir,  if  it  was 
eotreot,  and  the  States  ponld  not  grant  ba^k 
charters,,  would  it  follow  that  the  QoTcraount  of 
Ibe  United  S^ies  would  possess  ihe  right?    I 
'    pvesume  not,  unless  that  article  of  the  Coostiu*- 
fioa  wbieh  declares  ^  that  all  powers  not  granted 
to  Congress  Kre  veserred  to  ihp  States^  or  the  peo- 
ple," shall  be  blotted  out  of  the  iostioment,  or 
totaliy  dkregacded.    Sir,  i  hope  we  hare  not 


abeady  arrired  to  that  Itlst  of  power;  and  I 
truitnbe  pt«sent  case,  when  its  expediency  comes 
to  be  examined)  will  not  seduce  any  member  cf 
this  Hoase  from  his  i^gard  to  this  hallowed  in* 
"Btrument.  -        • 

Sir.  the  Seeretarr  of  the  Treasury,  (A.  Hana^ 
iltotu;  at  the  time  o|f  the  passage  of  the  law  ea- 
tablishing  ;the  United  States'  Bank,  and  who 
may  be  called  the  father  :of  it,  labored  with  un- 
ceasing assiduiry,  in  erary  stage  of  it,  to  giTc  it 
a  legitimate  existence^  .We  see  htm,  sir,  inaist- 
ing  on  the  power  u>  grant  -this  charter,  as  eoa- 
fehred  by  the  section  that  authorises  Congress  to 
Uy  and  calleet  taxes,  and  by  the  swaepiag  oUnse, 
<<to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carrjp  the  preca- 
ding  powers  into  elect,"  anything  m  hie  opia* 
ion,  "an  the  /^  tTederalisi,"  Wore  cited,  as  to  the 
karmiee^  (^iBlitf  of  the  sweeping  clause,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Sir,  we  ^  bim  driren 
from  these  stands  by  tfc*  Actarney  General,  (Mr 
Randolph,)  and  by  the  then  Secretary  of  Stale 
(Mr*  Jefiferson,.)  the  last  of  whom  insisted  that  a 
propoiskipn  in  the  Conrention  to  authorize  Coa- 
gress  to  i^ant  corporations,  had  ^jeeivrejeotedi 

Shidb^so  thoroughly  dosed  the  base  that  we  fiad 
[r^  Haoftilton,  allhoogh  he  questioned  the^ens- 
tkettHcUy.o{  the  <)oeument  relative  to  the  rejeetr 
ion  (by  the  Convention)  ef  the  articles  alleaod 
to  have  been  reject^,  lakibg  post  behind  that 
article  of  the  Cod^stltution,  that ''  Congress  shall 
har?  power  to  dispose  of,aUd  make  9M  iieedful 
rules  and  regulations,  respeeung  the  territory,  or 
other  property,  beiangiag  4</ the  United  Slates^" 
and  intisting  that  the  shares  of  the  ittock,  con- 
templated to  be  subscribed  by  thf  United  Stalee, 
.would  bring  the  hiw,  granting  the  charter,  wiihia 
that  sec^tton  which  authorised  the  Ualted  States 
to  make  all  neeiliVil  rules  an^  regoktioas  respect- 
ing the  property  of  the  United  Slates.  But  this 
would. not  justify  the  renewal,  as  Cdngress  hate 
sold  their  stock.  Thus,  sir,  we  find  the  adTocates 
of  this  power  in  Coogress-to  jrani  a  ohcfter  ta 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  fixing  oa  a  Tari- 
ety  of  the  sections  of  the  Coo^ution,  from 
Whence  thef  infer  #e  hive  the  right;  ind  aK 
though' by  the  expre^  letter  of  an  ameadinent  to 
theConstitutianj  Congresaoan  exercise  no  power 
ftot  expressly  or  specifically  ghinted,  yet  these 
gentlemen  insist  we  hare  the  jight,  althoufb 
they  cannot  agrte  among  (hemselres  on  the  arti* 
cle  by  which  it  ia  spif)cifled,  and  indeed  each  isaa 
authority  against  the  other>  that  the  power  is  naC 

fcaqteiF  at  all }  wpA  ahhough.ihey  all  agree  en  its 
eing  Cbnstitotional,  they  are. as  n»ach  at  a  loss 
to  £x  on  the  itrticle  by  which  it  is  made  so,  an 
the  ladies  of  Strasburg  were  to  decide  on  the 
compoaition^of  Sterne's  c^brated  nose-;  though 
they  all  agreed  it  was  a  noble  nose. 
-  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says^  Co&gresa 
hare,  by  the  hiw  aathoritiiur  a  branch  of  ihis 
bank  to  be  established  at  New  Orleans,  n$9^ 
niaed  their  right  to  grant  a  charter;  and  insleli 
that  tkis  o,ught  to  be  considered  as  an  authorita 
to  that  purpose.  Strange  that  the  geotleiaaa% 
zeal  should  so  Iranscead  his  judgment  as  toia- 
dace  him  to  picaa  safutile  an  argameot.    Ooa* 
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f  ren,  at  (be  time  of  pa^ikuig  that  law,  had  a  rislit 
to  make  aa^r  law  necessary  for,  auTd  benefieialto 
Maw  Orleans ;  it  was  then  a  territory,  and  by  the 
positive  proTisions  of  the  CoDstitution^  Congress 
jMTe  the  power  to  make  all  '^  needful  rules  and 
legulatioos  respadting  their  territories  or  other 
iptoperty;"  they  have  ezelijisire  legislation  over 
jt,«nd  may^make  any  law  that  a  State  could,  its 
to  its  government,  as  well  as  any  law  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  to  he  plassed  b*y  Conffress. 

Sir,  by  ihis  charter,  the  diiectors  of  this  bank 
were  authorised  to  fis  brancfhes  in  every  part  of 
the  United  Stiites/ and  when  Congress  became 
the  purchasers  of  riew  Orleans,  they.cotfsid^red 
it  a  portion  of  the  United  States^  and  of  coarse 
that  the  directors  of  this  bank,  had' thjS  Tight  to 
catabHsh  the  New  Orleans  branch  bank,  and Jelt 
DO  hesitation  to  declare  it  by  liw,  as  ibey  had  a 
perfect  Constftu^onal  ug&t  to  make. all  needful 
laws  for  their  territoVies,  of  whieh  the  Orleans 
Territory  then  was,  and  yet  is  one.  Yet,  s jr,'  this 
act  of  good  faith  in  the  nation,  .to  this  bank,  is 
pressed  as  an  authority- to  bind  this  HoQsa  to 
consider,  the  eonstitotion^lity  of  this  question  f^ 
settled ;  but  the  good  sense  of  this  body  Will  se- 
eoca  the  United  States  from  the  calamitjr  of  re- 
eharterilag  thi^  bank,  and  committing  the  best  ip^ 
lereste  of  this  ixation  to  its.Aireigl^  and  domestic 
anemies.  .         *    .' 

Now,  sir;  having  presented  this  view  of  the  qn** 
eoastitntionality  of  this  question,^  1  mpst  beg  \he. 
farther  indulgence  (Of  the  House,  while  I  present 
also  my  view  of  its  inexpediency.    . 

.Sir>  thb  charter  is  very  nearly  allied  Jo  the 
'  londiog  system;  they^had  a  coeval  conception, 
and  the  same  progenitoni.  They  were  concei^ild 
in  sin,  and  ^>orn  in  Iniquity.  The  funding  systam 
was-fonnded  in  the.  basest  of  frauds,  to  the^best 
of  men.  the  war-worn  sohlier,-  whose  necessities 
eompelled  &im  to  part  with  his  certiftcates,  the 
price  of  his  blood  and  toil  duriogan  eight  years 
wai:5  and  out  of  which  the4irch'«peo{2(atdr,  avail- 
ing himself  of  those  neceesities  had  trepanned 
Imn  at  half  a  crow«  in  the  pound.  These  dertift- 
cates,  shp,  were  funded  t6  the  holdert  with  their  in- 
terest at  pi(r,  and  with  other  certificated foi^suppHes 
Iqf  the  Ariny  and  Navy,  which  had  also  depreci- 
ated, were  funded  at  par.  And  although  it  wai 
ably  contended  that  the  ceriifictftes  gsanted  to 
the  original  holders  only  shoald  be  funded  at 
par,  and  that  those. held  1>^  speculatars  should 


funded  at  a  certaiflL  eicfaange,  yet.  sir,  such 
Was  the  influence  of  (hat  weU  organized  band^ 
«lider  the  auspices 't)f  the  thi^n  SeCretafy  of  the 
Treasury,  that  no  disenminatign  could  be  effected 
whereby  Congress  m%ht  have*  been  justified  ia 
paying  the  poor  «^oldier  for  his  loss,  by  being 
obbgjed  to  part  with  his  certificate  at  less  than  Us 
nominal  value ;  a  loss  occasioned  by  the  faability 
of  Congress  to.pay  them  atnhe  tiiiie  agrejeably  to 

their  contract f  a  Iqu,  by  Congress  forcing  upon  , 

them  these  certificates,  and  their  total  inattention  Treaty,  a  number  df  whom  were  "^^?  "J^ 
to  the  payment  of  them ^  for  many  years,  and  been  its  bitter  enemies,  aad  it  is  »^^'^ 
oatil  they  were  possessed  by  the  hopeful  band  of  fact,  that  the  reason  assigned  by  «*»^.  .li^ 
apeculators  who  were  the  active  agents  of  this^  act  was^  that  they  were  induced  to  s^^^^rT^ 
-^^^     As  an  evidenee  of  its  corrHptioa,  the  1  itnder  the  threats  of  ^ese  babk^direemrtf  im» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Continental  bills  of  credit  which  had  beeoisMied 
from  time  to*  time  were  to  be  funded  at  od«  dol- 
lar in  the  hundred.  Th^y^  sir,  were  u  a  circa- 
latingmedrnm  in.the  hands  of  the  people,  who^ 
however  honestly  they  might  have  reoeLvtdt^Mn 
for  supplies  to  the  Army  and  Navv,  at  the  not 
time,  and  at  the  same  price  that  laek  aeigiibon 
furnished -them  supplies,  .for  Whii^h  tfaejr  took 
their  certifieates,  lyhi^h  tots  systetn  funded  at  pir 
for  the  benefit  of  specalators,  while  the  boldsrs  of 
the  bills  of  credit  w^re'fonded  at^one  hmdredfoi 
one.  Could.  m\  anything  but  corrnptioa  lure 
prevented  the  dtscrim^tnati^n  between  the  orift' 
nai  holders  of  the  certifitates  and  thespSeolitoisi 
or  haye  induced  the. fundi og  of  ceftifieitei(/br 
supplies  furnished  at  the  same  time -and  theooe 
pnce)tat  par,  that  denied  it  to  those  hoMisf  tlie 
bills  of  credit?    . 

This  banking  system  was  partly  msde  spof 
th/ese  corrupt  materials  of  the  fuodiog-iystea^ 
which  dom^osad  «  portion  of  ita^stoek;  tasilis' 
gitjmate  in  its  oonception,  partial  in  its  estsbyt* 
orent;  and  corrupt  in  its  admiAistration;  isaoMi- 
moth  moneyed  aristcv^raey,  violative  of  theGos- 
stitutioB,  of  unlawful  origin,  under  thecontnlof 
foreigners,  w^  have  proved  their  priociplei,  bf 
^he  selection  of  its  directors,  cUl  Fedendists.  Tkii 
stock  was  to  be  subscribed  at  a  Mori  day  ia  P^^ 
adelphia,  convenient  only  to- that  neighborhood; 
ii  was  partial.  When,  in  Maryland,  a  bask  is  to 
be  established  by.l&w,  the  proportioo  of  <tei 
county  is ailoited  it;  books  are  opened, fK^  ^ 
slock  subscribed  for  ia  each  county ;  tsd  vkf 
were'  not  books  opened  id  each  State^  itod  tmt 
portions  of  the  stock  allotted  to^them  as  is  U9Xf 
land?  Sir.  when  we  cohsideT  ijiat  thedlrecttw 
of;'the  mother  bank  in  Philadelphia'sreelecW 
under  the  infiuence  of  foreign  stockhoUJoWr  w^j! 
an)onnt  of  upwards  of  selfen-tenths  of  il>e  wj»* 
capital,  we-^re  not  left  ra'oeh  to  cowe^t'^i'"^ 
these  twenty-fivadirectors  are  all  of  a  ptrticwtr  po- 
litical comple3(ion.  nor  why  a  listof  ihem.it^™*"^ 
directors  of  the  Braftches,  as  required,  bw  wt 
been  furhiahed,  as  an  agent  bete  had  it  m^ 
power.  >&ir^  I  should  have  been  glad  of  tbt  toj 
as  being  pretty  Well  read  ip  the  biography*  "* 
peojUe  of  this  conniry,  I  should  have  ^*^^ 
hied  to.  have  minted  out^  I  hare  w>  dow^* 
number  of  traitors  to  the  Revolution,  B^rw 
Imdembargo-breiikers;  the  whole  pbsliox  km 
at  every  stage"  of  Repuhliecn  Adpiioi8trttio««f 
this  oonfitry,  withfaw  exceptions,  oppiosed  toij^ 
ry  pleasure  of  those  A^ministratioas.  I  ■*■**  jf 
lie  surprised  at  their  tenaerity  in  askmg  swap 
pecting  a  reqewal  of  that  charter  bf  •^••"[^ 
reclors^  have  used  their  infla^oce  c«''^'P"/,u! 
control  the  nwasureaof  theCknrernincii^'SaMWj 
flections  ( 
'We  have  i 


IB  ofviisarvsui  *ik:  %3rwTwi  "•#»»'— j--. 

of  the  patriotic  favorites  of  the  pjWJ^ 
.,  *  «-,^  seen  si  petition, -signed  by  a  Bj"'r^ 
the  lAerehatrts  of  Phikdelphia,  addr«»ed  ipwjj 
eral  Waminoton,  to  ratify  Jay's  «n*^^^ 
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thtj  did  tiot,  tl^ev  need  exfieet  Ao  more  acoom* 
modatioo  at  tbe  oaak.  Weliare  »een.  aC*  Balti* 
nore  ttieir  iDftoenee  exerted 'in  tnemeraorabie 
«teetiofi  betweea  OeDeral  Smith  aadMc.  Wia* 
cheater,  Wliere  Edirard  JohtftoD^  iM>ir  Maypr  of 
BaKimo#e,'aBd  a  baiik  director  of  tbe  State  i>f 
Mavyiand,  and  Mr.  Mattfaewe,  newmbdofleid  a 
tenk  director,  were  put  oat,  t>ecaus&ibey  had  tbe 
prealuknjkioB  to  thiok  (pc  themsel?^,  and  tbe  16^ 
inieritf  to  rbte.for  Q^ii^al  Smith.  These  ^en« 
tlemeQ  were  of  oobiemished  repatatioa,  aad 
eonallf  entitled  toiiaspeet  with  their  soeceesprs.. 
iMTe  not:*a  «iogIe  dooVt  \mi  they  did  not  duit- 
tile  iNreetofs^  the  mother  bank ;  ,they.  had  stfp- 
ported  a  patriotic  aoljElier  of  the  RerelutioD/ji  sfn 
of  toqdetp  adyei'to  be  forgiven  by  this  Britannic 
«l»i9en  buid,  who  have  lately  put  the  seal  to  their 
principles  in  the  election  of  Bviin  Jones,  .now 
presides!  of  the  branch '*bank  at:  New  Orleans^ 
who  snceieeda  a  gentleman  df.nepublican  princi-^ 
pies.  This  Mr.  Jones  is  said  to.be  arefu'gee.from. 
<he  United  States  ^t  theiiommeDoe^ent  of  the' 
Aoaerican  Re7oIotion,rAi)d  a  British  oflBoe^  dur- 
j»g^  tbai  period,  who  iias  b«e>i  lately  more  (h«r 
ivspedod  t^ be <meof  BttrHs ohosen  bead.  If  at^ 
m  tim'e  wh^  thedirectoie  9^  soliciting  thfr  re^< 
nrwal  of  Iheir  ^l|arter,  they  eaarthirs'  jDotrage 
•very  piiflet|le  fot  which  ;oor  patriots  bled,  and 
prefer  tbe  patricide  to^tfae  patriot,  itr  a  linle  when 
the  eye  of  theDaCioa  was  ftKed  apon  them^What, 
1 -nek,  arte»*a  twenty  ydtos'  renewaijOf  charter, 
anay  tiiey  itotbeeipected  iodo,43rbow.'in  the  case 
of  a  war  witK  Qreat  Britain,  might  they  taot  be 
•speeted  to  a«t  t  How  would  a  patript  af  Am»-i 
Ties  be  eapeoted  to  aet  in>uppl;y^  foacii  to  our' 
eaemiee*to  pi'osecute  a  war  Jigainst  rhiscountry^^ 
It  wonld  certainly^ be  a  treasonable  adheriw  to 
omt  enamies)  «ivin^  them  aid  and  eomfprt.  But, 
air,  we  are  told.  this,  is  it  harmlcjM  institution,  aM 
iSBportant  to  the  fiscal  ^concerns  of  tbe*- United 
Htftes ;  inflaenoed'  by  no  motiTCs  but  the  com- 
■non  go0d.  S(taBffe,*4ndfed,  would  It  be,  toas- 
eribe  to  the  ^lockboldlcnof  seven-tenths  of  tke' 
oapi^l  of  'this  bank,  (reported'  by  the  Secretary 
^  the  Treasury  to  be  fol*eigtiers.)  and  known  xo 
be  Eogiishmeo^  a  disposition  friendly^  to  this 
country.  Sir,*  here  is  a  strong  foreign  iafluence 
on  the  moneyed  concerns  of  this  country.  Money 
]h»  been  correctly  called  the  sincere  of  war ;  and* 
»fe  we  to  suppoae  that  BritoUs  are  not  a^  mueb 
altaehed  to  their  country  as  Americans  are  to^ 
tbteirst  or  that  the  strength  and  infloenceof  this 
tasiitatiott  will  lidt  beput  in  full  operatioB'a^ainst 
OS  |rbea  it  has  been  committed  4o  the  care,^and 

Kt  under  the  direction  of  men  known  to. be  in 
stilttv  to  the  best  interests  of  this  coantryl 
Qientlemen.  on  the  other  side,  howeter,  insist 
that  there  is  no  improper  influence  to  be  appre- 
headed,  -and  deny  it  to  be  a  party  question,  al- 
though 4t  is  well  known  to^haTe'erigiaatea  in 
party^  under  tbe  auspices  of  the  great  Federal 
leader,  Alexander  Hamilton ;  |ii  though  it  has 
been  conducted  by  directors  of  the  mother  bank, 
•esdusMrely  Fedemlists ;  and  although  every  Fed- 
eralist in  this  House  is  now  its  advocate,  it  is 
aaid  to  ba  harmless.    I  tbiak,  sir,  the-  placing  in 


the  banda  0^  tweaty«five  directors,  elected  by 
scopkjiolders  seven-tenths  foreigners,  to  have  the 
direction  of  tweiity  millions  of  dollars,  whea 
money  is  admitted  to  be  the  sinews  of  war,  parp 
ti^larly  when  we  consider  their  political  conv- 
plexion,  and  retrace  their  political  conduct,  can* 
not.be  safe  ta^our  republican  institutions,  on  tha 
score  of  its  moneyed  influence.  But  when  wa 
consider  tha  patronage  of  these  directors,  who, 
by  the  charter, 'ha V|^  a  i:^ht  to  establish  as. many 
branchas  in  the  .Ignited  Statesaa  they  please,  say 
•one' to  each  State,  with  the  iippointoient  of  thir- 
teen, directors,  a  president,  and  seven  officers  to 
each  branch,  with  as  great  accoipmodations  as 
directors,  aiid  salaries  to, their  officers  averaging 
a  t^usaiadl  dollars  a  year  each,  making  upwardS 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  thoussiivd  dollamto 
their  ^cers,  and-  more  (o  their  directors— sir, 
this  b  1^  patronage  ^eater  th^n  is  possessed  by 
the  Preiident  of  tha,  United  States.  And  will  any 
gentleipitD  who  reaards  titesolid  interiest.of  thia 
country  be  disposed  to  give  this  aristocracy,  orgaie 
ized  as  it  isy  and  composed  of  siich  materials,  tha 
key  tfi  4his  Treasjir,^  with  its  privileges  %  I  had 
always  sujp^j^sed  that  the  Treasury  (h  t^is  poan- 
try  ought  to  be  in  th^  bgnds  of  Represehtativesof 
the  American  aeople ;  they  are  said  to  hold  the 
parse-stritigs.or  the  nation's  treasure,  and  not  that 
body  who  ISOW  directs  this  bank.  Have  they  not 
denounced  the  Administration  and  every  measure 
of  the-€k>vernment,and  supported  iu  most  invei- 
.erate  enemies?  But  suppose  them  to  have,  been 
cor.reot  in  all  their  measurea  oujghtthe  nation'a 
Rcj^esentativesto  give,  to  foreigners,  knowing 
tham  tol^ii  such,  tke  immense  iidvantages  flow- 
ing from  the  renewal  of  this  charter,  or  to  one  as^ 
of  her  citizens  this,  benefit,  which  tney  have,  en- 
joyed (br.tweniy  years,  in  exclusion  of  her  other 
citizens,  ythOf  to  say  no  more,  a^e  equally  entitled 
to  the  favors  of  Qovernment? 
.  Ir^  sic,  tve  have  the  power  and  feel  it  necessary 
to  tbe  fiscal  c9aceKns  of  the  nation  to  iuive  a  Na* 
tiooal  Bank^the  eight  million  two  iiundred  thon- 
sitnd  dollars  held  b^y  foreigners  in  its  funds  ought 
to  be  withdrawn,  and. that  s^^re  of  sCock  distri- 
buted among  the  States,  ^ving.an  eye  to  stock 
alri^ady  held  by  citizens ;  so  that  the  proportion 
of  each  State,  agreeably  to  the  relative  census  of 
the  3t^tes.  might  be  apportioiied  and  subscribedL 
whereby  tke  «sta.blishment  might  j>e  purged  of 
iisfpreign,  influence.  But.  it  is  said,  these  for- 
eigners will  send  th^ir  gqld  to  England.  Can 
any  man  of  sound  judgmei^t  suppose  they  would 
Uansfer  their  dipiul  to  England  and  take  four 
per  cent.. in  England,  and  that  in  paper,  whea 
tJi|ey  can  loan  their  money  in  this  country,  at  six 
per  cent,  and  get  the  interest  in  specie  % 

Sir,  there  can  be  no  possibility  of  their  exporting 
their  stock  in  siiecre  very  spe^ii]^}  when  you  toka 
a  view  of  the  late  report  of  the  Treasury;  they 
will  not  have  specie  to  meet  the  specie  engage- 
ments of  the  bank.  Sir,  this  institution  was  es- 
ublished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  withr 
out  a  bonus  or  any  solid  advantage  to  the  United 
States.  He  weU  knowipg  what  had  been  tha 
engagcmei^ts  of  the  stockholders  pf  the  Bank  of 
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BagtaDd,  at  Its  establishment,  ami  freqtieDt  et- 
tensions  in  its  accommodations  to  the  British 
Government;  and  that  the  derangement  in  its 
fiscal  concerns  had  forced  these  eztensions  on 
that  Gorernmeiit.  He  also  well  knew  that  when 
the  two  insurance  fire  companies,  ''The  Lon- 
don" and  the  '*Royil  Fire  Insaranc^  CoVnpany^" 
Were  established  with  a  capital  of  fonr  hundred 
J  and' fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling  each,  thef 
oave  as  a  bonus  to  the  British  Oo?ernment  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  each,  and  yet 
this  experience  was  not  turned  to  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States;  but  this  charter  was  granted 
without  any  benefit  but  to  speculators,  who  we^e 
holders  of  the  funded  debff  which  was  made  a 
part  of  the  stock  of  |his  bank.  Sir,  in  the  pro- 
Tisionft  of  the  law  for  the  establishment. of  .this 
hank,  whose  capital  was  to  have  been  t^  mil 
lions  of  dolhrs,  the  stockholders  were  so  favored; 
as  ta  be  permitted  to  go  on  as'so6n  as  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  w^re  paid  in,  (one-twenty- 
fifth  part  of  the  capital,)  and  thus  on  that^smali 
sum  they  proceeded  to  business  and  received  an^ 
interest  on  fifteen  mill  ions  of  dollars;  and  so  much 
in  conclave  are  its  concerns,  and  so  much  under 
the  eontcoi  of  men  of  a  particular  political  com* 
plexion,  air^the  directors  of  the  mother  bank  at 
all  times  have  been  Federal  or  worse,  many  of 
them  tories  or  moHarchist»;  so  that,' as  to  Its. 
aeerets,  it  might  be  compared  tothe  idqtiisition, 
and  being  under  si^ch  control  I  have  everdo>jbted 
the  statement  of  its  funds.  Sir,,  the  humiliation 
of  having  such  an  assemblage  of  characters  se- 
lected by  foreigners  to  select  directors  forvthe 
branches  in  each  State  has  ever  beeA  truly  grat- 
ing to  the  honest  feelibgs  of  Republicans,' and 
violative  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  to  whdih  an 
independent  Republican  Gtovernment  has  been 
gvarantied. 

Sir,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  this  bank;^ 
The  State  bjmks  are  abundantly  suffieietitto  sup- 
ply every  requisition,  if  the  United  Stales  depos- 
ites  are  made  ib  them.  This  goes  all  lengths  to 
defeat  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  predicated  oil 
the  principle  of  necessity,  as  vesting. this  power 
in  Confess.  There  are  banka  in  Baltimore^ 
alone  with  a  nominal  capital  of  eight  million? 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  ^ollar»,^four 
nillions  nihe  hundred  thopsand  dollars  of  which 
is  paid  in  ;  and  if  a  nominar  capital  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank  pf  ten  millions  of  dollars,  with 
four  hundred  thousand  doHars  only  paid  in; 
could  begin  and  progress  in  business,  is  it  possi- 
ble to  doubt  that  the  banks  of  fiallrmore,  with 
four  millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid 
in,  already  in  operation,  could  not  go  on,  with  the 
deposites  of  the  United  Stales,  and  extepd  their 
basiness,  so  as  to  give  ^very  necessary  acoomfxio> 
dation  to  individnkls  and  the  public  ?  Can  there 
be  any  magic  in  the  United  States'  Bank  ?  •  Or 
can  any  honest  American  feel  a  predilection  to  its 
foreign  stockholdiers,  or  to  th^ir  hopeful  selection 
of  directors?  I  trust  not.  Therefore,  there  can 
be  no  cause  of  alarm ;  no  danger  to  the  fiscal  con* 
cerns  of  the  nation.  But,  sir,  many  of  the  Statee 
hftve  banks,  and  will  do  doubt  condoet  them  ma 


honestly  and  iiwpartiaily^  as  the  United  Sktin^ 
Bank  has  been  conducted,  and  under  the  dirce^ 
tioii  of  oaen  the  United  States  may  at  safdf 
trust,  and  on  whom  the  public  may  as  eoDfideulf 
rely  for  accommodation;  3inle$s,  peradTeotore, 
some  gentlemen  might  repose  more  ceafideaei 
in  foreigners,  than  in  their  own  citiseas;  bat  I 
hope  and  trust  there  are  none  such  witkis  thii 
sanctuary  of  the  liberties  of  the  natioa.   Wt 
have  been  told  by  a  g^eatiemah  from  New  Yotk, 
(Mr.  Fisr,)  thatagrictilture,  C]Onimerce,aDdmaa- 
ufactures,  will  receive  a  vital  stab  by  sufleriof^tlM 
charter  of  this  banpk  to  expire.  This  is  agroned- 
less  phantom,  produced  by  the  feverish  nhejr  of 
this  i^entUman  laboring  ohder  the  bank  maaii^ 
but,  str,  if  agriculture,  commerc^  and-maoiiliie- 
tares,  wete  to  feel  it,  in  the  extent  suggest  bvtki 
gentleman,  I  trust  those  dasftes  of  our  feAov^ 
citizens  wouki  hear  it  with  fortitude,  when  thef 
reflected  that  it  couid  not  ha  renewed  but  bf 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  UotM 
States^a  violattoif  of  the  lights  ef  the  totei, » 
whon^is  guarantied  an,independaac  Reaobliiu 
form  of  Ctovernment,  and  perhaps  avioiatioiif 
our  independence,  for  which 'the  best  bleodof 
our  heroea  was  shed  (m  the  altar  of  liberty.  Tbi» 
charter  is  a  cancer  on  the  hody  politic,  vbicbl 
hope  we^ shall  suffer  the  hand' of  time  tn  tfi«e^ 
ate  and  eradicate,  and  noionger'suff^  any  fomii 
agency  in  the  relation  of  the  iiilierBal  tmw 
of  this  ooui^try ;  and  that  we  shall  presermoar 
'fisqal  eooeeraii  from  the  iofiuenee  of  tbetevbfis 
interest  it  is  to  destroy  theiA.    But  we  are  totd, 
by  th4  sante.genileroaii,  that  th^  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whom  he  cidls  the  Chancellor  of  tbe 
EUcheouer.  has  reported  this  bank  kt  nn^mrf 
to  the  fiscal  eonperns  of  this  country  ;*ailrtf 
po*«»*>y  g»viog  'lie  Secretary  of  the  TreaiajT 
the  title  of  Chanceiloc  of  the  Bx<ihe^r»  be 
wished  tb  impress  this  Ho«aa  with  the  poweiset 
that  officer  in  Bngland,  to  give  an  inpoci^*** 
fluence  to  the  Secretary  here :  aad  whik  he  «^ 
vocates  the  interest  of  these  foreign  steekholden, 
he,so  far  forgets  himself  as  to  incroduee  intaotf 
Government  t  Chaj^cellor  of  the  fixcheqUfff 
btft  I  hope  we  shall  exercise  our  own  jttdg««'i 
and  be  satisfied  with  our  own*GK)veraineDt,or* 
Ionized*  as  it  is,  disregarding  the  prrnciplee  oi 
ftreicn  Governments,  and  the  interest  of  (om^ 
stoe  Aoldera.    Sir,  tre  are  told  by  the  same  ge- 
tlennan  that  Congress  sold  to  fbreigbers  ^^^^^ 
dred  thousand  dollars  of  the  stock  in  th^  m» 
but  a  few  y*ars  ago ;  and,  therefor*,  we  oi^w 
to  renew  the  charter.    Sir,  tbe  purohaseri  *nfj 
the  tenure  by  which  this  charter  was  W^'J: 
the  precise  moment  of  its  death ;  they  boflfj* 
it  as  it  was,  a  perishable  ^nide,  anil  the  seUio» 
of  the  stock  by  the  United  States  ought  to  W^ 
been  considered  as  the  toci^ii  of  itt  disioJP"^^ 
at  the  time  appointed  for  it.    The  olaim  ^J^ 
new  the  charter  on  that  ground,  is  as  "di«!»^'**  j^ 
for  a  man  who  has  bought  a  horse,  on  J"»JJfr" 
to  demand  another.    We  are  told  o(  the  ?•»  ^ 
convenience  our  merebanu  will  ^P*^**?? -,* 
not  havinff  an  universally  circulating  fl**^*"rj' 
howysay  they,  can  money  be  paid  by  •  Jw*<*** 
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ct  Nmt  OfleaiiB  9  Sir,  money  is  boc  paid  in  lam 
eomiaerciai  trwisnetioiM,  and,  i(  it  ircre,  would 
k  not  bo  an  easy  maucr^ifa  mercbant  bas  Boston 
bank  notes,  to  get  tbe  specie  for  tbeo^  and  seod 
tbat  to  Neir  Orleans?  How,  I  ask,  would  be jjo 
if  be  wanted  the  moMy  at  tbe  Ha?ana,  or  any 
fotei^n  p0rt  ?  And  wby  eannot  be  do  tbe  same 
at'  New  Orleans  ?  Bir,  tbis  is  ibe  comaaqrn  lot  of 
HiereiMnts?  But,  sir,  if*  tbe  gentleman  bias  Bos* 
ton  United  Slates'  Wancb  bank  notes,  cc^d  be 
Ml  gold  for  tbem  at  tlie  New  Orleaos  branob 
bank?  No,  sir,  and  a  geaiieaiap  wbo  bad  five 
hundred  pounds  of  tbe  Dotted  Slates'  oiotber 
and^raneb  bank  .notes,  migbt  ba^eto  to  travel 
to  erfry  Bute  haTing  a  bank,  to  get  ibe  specie^ 
as  neitlier  will  gife  specie  for  tbe  paper  of  tbe 
otber,  and  are  to  tbat  purpose  foreign  to  each 
olber.  ladeed,  ir  has  be^a  suggested,  as  a  prae- 
tioe,  10  seoure  tbe  bank  frbm  a  pressure  iot  specie, 
to  circulate  tbe  Eastern  notes  totbe  West,  and 
so,  vice  veysfo^  wberehy  tbe  bolders^  on  tbe  fonrtb 
of  Marcb,  wiUrbepnt  to  great  inconreQieoce 
in  proearing  specie  tor  tbem.  Sif,  tbe  people  of 
fi«ngiand  bad  no  national  bank  tillibe  year  stx^ 
teen  handred  and  liioeiy  seren^  less  tban  a  cen- 
tury before  tbe  establishment  of  this  bbnk,  and 
they  were  enabled'  to  conduct  tbein  great-  ocrm- 
■MTcial  ooncerns,  to  great  advantage;  aod  as  tbe 
Uaited  Scales  bad  an  extended  commerce  before 
the  estaUisbmeatof  this  bank,  t  trust  her  mel** 
ei^acs  will  be  aUe  still  to  conduct  advantage- 
•aely  their  commeroiaL  eoacems,  wit^HKit  our 
sacrificing  tbe  Coaetttutron  we  ar«  sworn  toiMip^ 
port,  or  Ming  tribcAary  ro  foreigners,  whose  in* 
taiescsl  never  can  respect,  wben  in  coiUsion  with 
that  «f  the  American  people* 

Mr.  Born,  said  be  was  unwilling  to  give  bis 
▼oitt  «n  the  qoestion  of  indefinite  postponement, 
WHhoitt  bieriog  to  tbe  House,  and  those. that  be 
in  part  represent^,  birsentimebts.  ^  I  shall  yote, 
said  he^  for  the  postpboement ;  and.  should  that 
vote  not  prevail,  then  against*  Uie  bilNn  rto  pres*' 
eat  farm,  and  every  otiier  in  Which  it  may  be 
pieseated  to  roe  for  a  renewal*  of  the  charter  of. 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  predicated  on  the 
oiigioal  ffrant ;  because  to  nay  mind  it  is  uncon- 
stitatioaal.  And  here,  Mr.  speaker,  you  mtist 
allow- me  to  go  back  and  take  a  look  kt  the  time 
and  manner  of  iu  creation,  and -how  it  originated. 
To  my  mind' it  was  created  in  aid  of  the  funding 
syaien^^-and  what  was  that  debt  so  created,  not, 
coBtraoted?  Was  it  for  the  redemption  of  the- 
biMs  of  credit  called  Congress  mon^y,  that  paid 
yonr  Army  in  the  field ;  fed  and  clothed  threm  for 
years?  No.  Was  it  to  redeem  said  bills  |hat 
were  paid  to  tKe  farmer  for  his  flour,  beef,  teams, 
bay,  and  supplies  to  the  Army?  No,  no,  sir. 
How  then?  Why,  after  thoe6  bills  had  so' far 
depreciated  that  the  farmers  were  unwilling  to 
weeive  them,  then  certificates  were  given  at  the 
comparative  price  of  those  depreciated  bills. 
Then,  aga^n,  it  became  necessary  to  liquidate 
those  certificates  down  to  specie  value*.  Were 
they  called  in  then  1  No;  no,  sir ;  no  redemption 
yec — aod  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  it  was  that  paper 
and  aredit  that  placed  yoa  in  thilt  ohair,  and  me 


on  this  floor.     Well,  lext  the  Constttaiian  la 
formed,  and  Congress  set  themselves  aboot  paf ^ 
ing  the  debts  of  the  Untied  Stales,  and  some  part 
^of  the  several  States'  debt.    M^.  Speaker,  boir 
was  it  done  ?    Runners  go  out  in  every  directipa 
to  pu^hase  those  liquidated  eertifiealies^and  tkey 
succeed,  at  2s.  fid.  in  th^  pound  viJue  ap  to  8«i 
Ai^  the  certificates  funded  did  not  oa  an  i^vorajia 
cost  the  purchaser  more  than  &ve  shiilin^^  '^  ^ 
PQUiid.    No^,  sir,  the  billff  called  Congress  r^jtoe/f 
are, all,  or  next  to  ail,  sunk  in  the  hands  ot'  '^ 
bolder%  and  fifteen  shillings  in  the  pound  of  tb^ 
residue.    Now,  si  r,  an  act  of  general  justice  takea 
place  1    The  sat^  certificates  are  fkroded  at  20a*, 
or  their  nominal  value  to  the  speculator;  and  aa 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  given  to  him; 
to  pav  whteh,.  duties  are  laid,  and  mon6y  bor- 
I'Owed  to  pAy  the  interest  in' advance  of  thjsrev^ 
jenbe*    A  chi^rter  is. now  granted  for  a  bank  of 
t^o  BiillkMas  of  dollars,  seven  and  a  half  millioDa 
of  which  was  to  be  this^  aforesaid  State  paper, 
and  two  milUOtts  five  hundred  thousand  in  spe^ 
oig;  and  when  a  somH  part  of  that  was  paid  in. 
tb^y  were  allowed  to  begin  their  discounts  ana 
ieeue  their  paper  to  double  the  amount  of  tha 
whole  capital !- VIS :  twenty 'millions  5  these  eer- 
tificales  drawing  six  per  cent.,  making  seven  mil* 
}tons  ^ya  hundred  thousand  of  the  stock.    Now, 
this  part  inust,  according  to  this  statement,  give 
to  tbe  stockfooraers  eighteen  piefr  cent,  foi^  the  de« 
posttfi  of  this  State  paper,  and  twelvefor  the  resi- 
due.   )low,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  ask  where  was 
tbe  redemption  for  these  bank  notes  so  issued  7 
3artlyai>t  in  tbe  bank,  for  4bat  was.  seven  and 
a  half  itoilUotte  State  paper  as  above,  drawing 
six  per  cent.    Not  in  cash,  for  tbat  was  not  sup* 
posed  to  be  there.    Therefore,  to  my  mind,  this 
was  a  great  deodption ;  swindling  I  will  call  It. 
Ah !  but,  say  so|i^,  by  tbis  meaqs  vou  were  ftif- 
nished  with  a  capital  and  enabled  to  carry  on 
commerce  to^a  great  extent./  I  deny  tbe.  tact; 
oar  eapital  was  tbe  produce  of  our  soil  aod  in^ 
dusrry.    Banks,  at  best,  are  no  more  than  a  con* 
"veniency  to  merchants;  and  I  respect  hones^  mev-< 
chaats;  they  are  useful  ^ml  necessary,  but  I  do 
not  include  baolt  stock  jobbers,  or  men  calling 
themselves  merchants  without  a  capital,  mere 
drones  fn  tbe  hive.    No,  sir,  the  latter  is  a  moth 
to  tbe  Gomrmonwealth.    . 

It  appears  to  me,  that  this  scheme  of  banking 
is  an  evil  in  its  operation  something  like  the  faro 
table,  always  in  its  operatlobs.  at  each  round; 
depositioj?  Mt  per  cent,  lo^-tbe  stock holders-^for 
whati  The  e^hange  of  a  note  discounted,  and 
the  note  so  lodged  the  best  of  the  two  I  Ah,  and 
is  this  indeed  the  capital  of  our  country?  Sir,  I 
am  lost  in  tbe  ohicsnery.  The  banks  enable  us 
to  overtrade  on  a  false  capital ;  depreciate  pur 
property;  demoralize  our  citizens,  and  take  or 
send  the  gold  and  silver  out  of  the  country^  Let 
me  state  this  a  little  further.  I  will  suppose  a 
line  drawn  at  a  distance  from  the  sea  of  fifty 
miles,  tbe  whole  length  of  the  continent.  I 
would  ask,, if  tbe  cultivation  of  that  tract  of 
country  would  be  equal  to  the  maintenance  of 
themselves  and  those  collected  Aur  tbecidet  1    I 
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believe  nou  Tbm,  •gaiQt  let  me  sttppose  thjit, 
on  an  avera^,  tbe  whole  length  of  oor  eoqntry 
•be  euiciTated  to.  tbe  distance  of  two  bandred 
miles  from  the  s^board.  Then,  it  appears,  that 
4he  average  distance  thai  we  have  to  take  all  our 
"transportable  prodpce  is  one  hundred  aod  twenty- 
•five  miles.  It  is  believed  that  tlie  cultivated  dis- 
•ianoe  is,  on  an  average,  nearly  four  hundred 
•nitlesj  which  will  enhance  the  |>rfce  of  trtiispor- 
tation  mostly  by  land  to  the  cities.  Now,  tir,jit 
the  general  price,  one-third;  and,  in  «ofde  cases^ 
one-half,  is  expended  in  getfiog  the  produce  there; 
But  this  is  kept  out  of  sight,  and  much  s^id  about 
high  and  areat  prices  obtained  by  the  farmer.  It 
is  nomin^V  not  real.  -  It  is  paid  thein  in  depre- 
ciated bank  paper.  Sir^  1  do  contend  that  not 
i>nly  the  bank  paper  is  depreciated^  hot  that,  by 
Ibe  means  of  its  abundance,  the  cold  and  silv^ 
is  depreciate^.  One  dollar,  elgt(  yeirs  since^ 
wts  worth  more  than  one  dollar  and  fifty  oents 
is.  at  this  day.  Besides  all  ihis,  I  ask,  is  there, 
cash  in  their  vaults  to  redeem  their  billsl  No, 
DO,  sir,  not  for  one-half.  Thus,  sir,  are  the  peo* 
pie  swindled  out  of  their  f^operty  to  support 
gambling  and  chicane.  Is  this  w^t  enhances 
property  and  gives  K  capital  to  carry  on  com- 
Bierce?  No,  for  myself,  I  thjnk  not.  It  is  the 
product  of  our  ^1  and  oor  indostty  thtft  is  ihe 
capital,  and  on  that  we  do  an4  ought  to  trade  v 
and  that  trade  ought  to  beioternal>  turned  to  .our 
own  manufactories  in- a  great  pafrt.  I  do  not'say' 
that  banks  are  not  conyenjient  and  useful  to  a  cer* 
tain  degree ;  but  I  do  not  think  tb«t  the  advap- 
ta^^  is  equal  to  thib  disadvantage*  I  -am  w^l 
aware  that  such  senttments^.wilt  be  treated  witb 
ridieifle;  but,  sir.  that  does  not  intimidate  ma; 
they  are  my  sentiments,  and  as  such  I  gi^t  tbom, 
without  the  least  fei^r  Of  intimidation,  having  in 
Tiew  the  happiness  of  my  country;  and  I  will 
Tentiire  to  say,  that  the  day  is4fot  fkr  distant,  if 
we  progress  as  we  have  done  with  banks, vtbat 
the  country  will  eiperieace  an  'universal  shock 
from  this  false  capital.  Before  7011,  sir,  are  prop- , 
ositions  for  charters  of  incorpofation  withfn  this 
District  for  banks  totheiimount  of  four  milliooe. 
Can  there  be  a  want  of  capital?  If  there  is, 
how  is  this  stock  lb  be  furnished  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  bear  fr^m  Richmond,  Baltic 
more,  and  Philadelphfaf  mueh  said  against  tbe 
renewal  of  the  United  States'  Bank  chart^^r,  and 
I  agree  with  tl^em ;  but,  I  believe,  from  very  dif- 
ferent principles.  Tlie  profits  of  this  bank  have 
been,  from  its  issues  and  the  deposites  of  the  rev- 
enue and  private  individuals,  immense,  and  thejr 
want  the  cards'  in  tbeir  own  hands  to  play  the 
same  game.  1  think  they  are  pot  entitled  to 
ranch  credits  The  odds  consists  in  this:  the  one 
is  against  the  G6nsti lotion,  the  other  not ;  the 
principle  is  the  same  in  both^  < 

Mr.  Spieaker,  if  we  must  have  a  National  Bank, 
let  it  be  so  in  reality.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go 
into  the  detail  of  such  an  institution;  It  is  not 
my  purpose;  but  I  think  that  it  miffhl  easily  be 
done  by  making  a  portion  of  our  public  lands  the 
foundation  of  such  part  as  the  United  Sutas 
should  choose  to  snbeertbe  or  hold ;  tb»  bank  to 


4>e  created  in-  the  District  of  Columl^  aad  ti 
^itend  branches  into  a«eh  States,  at,  by  Itv, 
would^  choose  to  accept  them.  Sir,  I  bad  aaek 
more  to  say  on  this  subject,  but  I  perceifethtt 
th^  House  is  impatient,  and  I  da  not  wkh  lo<l^ 
tain  it,  and  shall  add  no  more; 

Mr.  McKeb. — Residing  as  I  do  in  a  part  of  lUi 
coon  try,  remote  A-om  the  seetie  of  Mak  opeis* 
tioos,  I  had  determined  to  say  nothiag  on  tk 
subject;  cont^lii^g.  myself  by  giving  a  vote,  floaw 
ing-  from  the  honest  convictions  of  itiy  heart;  bit 
the  extraordinary  isanner  in.  wbich  this  diiew- 
sbon  has  been  managed  on  the  part  of  tbe  oppo* 
sers  of  tlie  bill,  byattaaorpting  to  aMke  itaptftf 
Question,  has-cOnipeiledm^  to  commence  Of  d^ 
fence  of  the  'vote  1  ezfiect  to  give  on  this  Botioi. 
So. far  as  I  know,  or  b^iere,  my  aaffirage  in  fiToc 
of  a  renewal  of  tlve  chArter  of  the  United  SiMei' 
Bank  is  in  eooformity  vuthtbe  views  aod  m^ 
of.ihe-people  whom  I  liave  the^boaor  to  reprt- 
sent ;  anil  any  change  in  tbeir  sentin^eatswliieh 
mifbt  be  ofieoted-by  tk^  fraqaent  appeals  to  ibdr 
passions  and  prejudice- made  in  0iefN«of 
arabment.it  beeoaaMs  my  duty  to^cotrect. 

We  are'arrested  in  the  threshold  pf  tkis  (|if* 
cQ^ion  by  ^.  Constitutional  objectjdo,  by  wM 
it  is  alleged  that  Coag^esa/do  not  poncn  ik 
power  of  renewing  this  ebarter.  I  had  tlMykl 
this  Question  long  ainoe  scatled,  not  aloaebytk^it 
who  ortffinally  granted  tbaoharterjbnteoafrflMf 
by  Mr.  Jefiersonmnd  the"  votes  Of  a  R^n^ 
Congraat.  I  have  been  Jed  to4his  oj^iuoo^M 
securrence  to  the  act  of  Congress  -ni^tk^'^ 
March.  1804,  br  Vbioh  the  Picddont  aaf  tt(«Q^ 
ors  of.  the  Bank^of  the  United  States  are attkoe- 
i2ed  to  establish  offices  of  diseount  Ikoddepowi 
in  Any  of  theTefritortes  or  depeodenoiet  of  tw 
United  States.  .  A  i^atlenoMin  har.aaid,  tkii  w« 
a  powar  possessed  originally  by  the  haalc*  u  *^ 
foe  what  end^  was  this  )aw  eniNttedl  It^ 
either  have  been  eoacted  from  aa  .QfEiiuoa  »*| 
th^  charter  could  not;  without  this  aid,  be  extew' 
ed  to  New  Orleans,  or  thatii  wasTplropeiaaJj*" 
cesMiry,  in  order  to  the  well  minagenMalt;dMM 
fiscal  concerns  -of  the  country)  that  thisiosR^ 
tion  should  be  extended  to  New  Orleans.  fi|^ 
fease  answers  my  purpose ;  for,  if  the  bank«««* 
not, 'without  this  act  of  Congress,  estahW «» 
office  of  discotint  .and  deposite  at  New  ^^1^ 
X  which  seema  to  be  the  better  opinion,)  theatb^ 
passage  of  a  law  extending  the  iofliience,«0 
power,  andt-the  pvofitn^f  the  bank,  cannot  beco&j 
sidered  in  a^y  otber  light  tban  a  tacit  aod  m 
acknowledgment,  00  thepartof  Mr.JefienooiM 
the  Republican  Congress,  thai,  tbe  oh|trter«a^ 
within  the  pale  of  th^  ConstitutioB. '  ^<"»JJ^^ 
can  it  be  supposed,  that  Mr.  JeSeno^^^J^' 
gross,  who  were  more  republican  in  1804 laift*} 
any  other  period,  would  baveaxf ended,  boww 
up,  supported,  and  qbestshed  an  institution,  ori- 
ginally obtained  by  a  violation  of  the  Mcrw 
charter  of  our  political  rights?  Ko.  ■  Sorely, « 
isimpossible.  And  if,  sir,  this  office  of  ^^^^ 
and  deposite  was  induced  to  go  to  New  Orietift 
because  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  ^JJJJ 
tbitber  for  tbe  bettnr  manageneatof  the  cmw- 
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tipnof  taxes  at  tkat  part,  thi9  eireamstan^  ad« 
mils  the  oaiy  fact  Deeessary  to  be;JQ  proof  to  es- 
tabfthh  the  power  of  .Coogrees  to  pass  th6  law. 


It^  sur,  any  additiooal  proof  cobld  be  waotio^  of  more  importance  and  biffber  autborityi  tbe 


|o  show  that  the  powec  of  CoDgre^a,  .under  tbe 
CoDstiiatioB,  has  beei|  isofisidered  sufficieiit  by 
%hM  Admiahlfattoii^-  to  authorize  them  to  ^rant 
tlie  charter  iq  ^juestion,  it  isabuBdaDtly  furiM^ed 
hf  the  act  of  Coogresa  of  the  24th  oi  February, 
1807.  for  tbe  poirishaient  of  fraodecommitied  oi^ 
the  Bank  of  thelJnited  States.  ^  By  this  law  Coo- 
press  bare  subjected  xhk  eit^zens  of  the  United 
States  to  capital  punishment,  for  cQunterfeiting 
tlie  notes  of  ihe  United  States'  Bank.  New/  if 
.  OM^ressy  by  t^  Coostitntion,  have  not  the  power 
Qriginally  to  grant  thiis  charier,  the  notes;  of  the 
Wak  were  certainly  issued  in  violation  of  the  su* 
prcvaetewoftbeliindf^nd  Congress  bed  no  po^r 
WbatsOever  to  pass  a  law  making  that  criminal 
wbieh  was.  in  itself  no  crime^  and  could  not,  ^ 
an^eonception  whateter^  be  eontideredas  a  fIo- 
kitioo  ^f  any  law  of  theUnited  States^  It  se'ems 
to  me  to  be  perfectly  piwadolci^l  and  absurd .  to 
aajr  that  any  instftutipo^  having  no  legitimate 
rigbt  to  issue  paper,  nevertheless  has  a  ri|fiit  to 
tlM^  iiiterpcmtion  of  Congress  -in  their  behalf; 
making  it  a  orioae  against  tha  United  States  to 
eottnxerfeit  this  paper,  wbii^'h  was  issued  in  vio- 
Ifttiea  of  tbe  supreme  iiiwof.the  land.  ^Un^er' 
UiiaA<to/ Congress  the  citizens  of  the  Uni.ted 
States  iMTe  been  deprived  .of  their  libertjr  as  wall 
aa  aiibjccted  -to  heavy  fines,  -by  tbci  d^istons  of 
ymnr  coarts.  A  citizen  4>f  IteAtucky^  baa  bten 
daoaaed  to  coalinetalent  in  the  jail  and  p'eniien- 


grass,  and  be  was  not  relieved  from  tbe  fangs  Qf 
the  law  by  the  President,  (Mr.  Jefferson.)  How 
are  these  things  to  be  reeon oiled  on  any  oth^ 
groaiid  than  by  admitting  the  Constitutional  va- 
Editf  of  the  original  act  granting  the  charter  ) 

^Bui  it  has  been  »l»\eA  that  this  charier,  when 
origtaalty  granted,  operated  in  this  hature  of' a 
can  tract,  and  that.</oi^^ress  could  not  eepeal  the 
aei  q£  a  foriaer  Congress  granting  a  charter,  and 
heaee  tbe  power  to  inake,  and  propriety  of  pass- 
iBcr«  tbe  aot  in  question.  Thi»  idea  is  altog^tber 
faUacioos,  because  it  is  an  indispensable-requisite 
to  all  eontracto  tblit  the  parties  thereto. shall  be 
iMe  to  coatratt.  If  the  Constitution  vested  qo 
power  in  Coiigresf  to  make  the  contract,  it  was 
abM>lotely  void;  and  if  tbe  Congress  of  1807 
were  ihvm  impressed,  they  could  not  and  would 
not  have  passed  the  law  in  question,  and  therer 
ibre  4.  infer  that  they  considered  that  the  Consti- 
ttttion  had  vested  Congress  with  the  power  to 
grant  the  ckarter. 

la  addition  to  this,  ^e  find  that  the  present 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury^  under  the  auspices  of 
Mr.  Jeflferson,  made  a  report  In  fsvor  of  tbe  re- 
aewal  of  the  charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
in  pufftoance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  pass- 
ed en  tbe  subject.  This  report  called  forth  np 
aainadvefsions  from  any  section  of  the  country ; 
and  I  have  ever  understood  that,  if  this  ouestioa 
had  thsn  been  brought  forward,  it  would  haTe 
]  by  a  large  majority  of  Congressi    These 


ciraumstanees  have  led  me  to  suppose  this  ques- 
tion had  received  the  ratificati^q- of  every  part 


and  of  every  Administration,  and,  whftt  is  stij 


I 


sanetion'and  connrmaiion  of  the  soverejgp  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  considered  as  an  adjudged  case, 
tested  by -experienced  ^  - 
.  I  sbali  not  con^pme  the  time,  of ••  tbe  House  by 
any  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  aris- 
ing from  the  Constitution  itself,  with  a  view  to 
prove  that  Congress  originally  had  the  power  to 
pass  the  law  granting  this  charter,  and  still  pos^ 
s^s  it,  because  Uiis  ground  has  already  been  oc- 
cupied with  great  alulity,  and  th^  power  of  Con- 
gress to.  pass  the  hill  dearly  shown,  and^  any 
remarjrs  which  I  niight  make,  would  only  be  a 
repetition,  of  theargurn^nts  of  others.  I  shall, 
therefore,  cootept  myself  by  answering  some  ob; 
jections  made  to  the  bill. 

It  is  said  the  bank  will  be  a  thorn  and  a  viper 
in-  the  bOsom  pf  the  United  States,  which  will, 
r^a  lonjff'sting  the  political  liberty  of  this  cpua- 
t,ry  todeatji.  This  h  a  strong  xsherge,  and,  if  it 
be  fouod  true,  it  must  be.  condusive  against  the 
.  bill.  ^  £ut,.  le^  us  examine  this  bold  assertion  by 
the  test  of  r^son  and  experience;  this  charter 
was  itiven  by.CJpngress  twenty  years  ago;  since 
that  time  the  Constitution  and  the  political  liber- 
ties of  this  country  b^ve  been  in  th,e  bands' of  ouc 
political  opponents,  and  arenow  in  our  hands  un- 
tmpoired.  The  country  has,  in- tbe  latter  period, 
been  prosperous  beyond  example;  agriculture 
has  pioepereili  l^ojumerce  bi^  flourished,  internal 
iDajproTements  have,  increased,  )jie  people  have 


fbr  a  violation-  of' this*  ace  of  Con*   fnjoy^d  peace  and  prosperity,  s^rityand  hap- 


piilf^s,  in  a  degree  infinitely  superior  to  th^tof  any 
o^her  nation  on  earth.  Np  deleterious  conse- 
quences have  grown  out  of  this  institution,  affect- 
ing the  security  or  .liberty  of  tbe  citizen  er  the 
country.  It  is  said,  and  truly,  too,  that  ours  is  a 
Gk>rerirm^t  of  experiment,  none  similar  to  it 
evec  having  eoiisted  before.  .Here,  then^  is  the 
test  of  experience  in  favor  of  this  institution,  and 
why  discontinue  it  to  try  some  devious  and  un-. 
ktiQwn  track? 
'  Qut,  sir,  suppose  there  is  something  of  truth  in 
this  statement:  I'asjt  if  State  banks  are  not  equal- 
\flf  i^s  dangerous  to  the  political,  lib^ferties  of  the 
States,  as  tjiis  b^nk.cap  be  to  tbe  United  States?, 
And  if  the  political  liberties  of  (be  States  are 
stuag  to  death,  I  ask  where  will  you  find  the  lib- 
erties-of  the  United  State's  ?  I  believe  they  will 
sink  with  the  liberties  of  the  Spates.  ^  But,  if  gen- 
tlemen are  really  serious  on  this  su(:ject ;  if  they 
beltev^.that  banking  is  fraught  with  thorns  and 
not  ^th  roses,  and  wish  to  return  to  the  state-  of 
native  simplicity  which  existed  iti  the  pure  ages 
of  finoient  Qreece  and  Rome,  I  will  uni^e  with 
them  as  far  as  we  have  power,  in  plucking  up  by 
.  the  roota  this  monster  and  diake  a  common  bon- 
fire of  the  charters  OL  every  bank  in  fhe  nation. 
To  do  less  would  not  cure  the  evil,  if  any  exists. 
But  it  is  said  that  this  institution  will  destroy 
Republican  principles  and  Federalize  the  country. 
This  bank,  as  I  have  alreadv  stated,  was  in  ope- 
ration in  Federal  times,  and,  nptwithatanding  its 
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influence,  those  titnes  bare  changed;  Experieoce, 
the  best  nossibte  test  of  human  affiiirs,  does  not 
bear  gentlemen  oat  in  thi^  assertion.  On  exami- 
nation we  find,  that  the  States  of  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  and  Delaware  are  the  only  States  in 
the  Union  who  are  re|iresented  in  the  Senate  and 
in  this  House  excluswrely  by  Federalists — yet 
there  is  not  now  and  never  was  a  branch  Of  this 
bank  in  either  of  those  States.  But  there  is  a 
branch  bank  in  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Maryland,  New  York,,  and  Massac Itiiietts,  add  the 
mother  Bank  ih  Pennsylvania.  The  two  first  ave 
exclusively  Republican  States,  and  those  parts  of 
all  the  others  (except  Massachusetts)  where  those 
banks  are  seated,  are  represented  on  this  floor  by 
Republicans;  wnence  then  are  fotind^the  facts  to 
prove  this  assertion — or  do  gentlemen  pursue  a 
recent  example,  $et  by  a  certain  great  man^  of 
giving  opinions,  when,  with  the  same  breath,  it  is 
acknowledged  there  exist  no  facts  on  which  they 
are  founded. 

The  foreign  capital  employed  in  this  bank  is  a 
ground  of.gretft  alarm  to  soine  ffeotlemen.  in 
answer  to  this  objection,  I  would  ask,  if  it  eiver 
has  been,  or  if  it  is  now  the  interest  or  the  policy 
of  the  States  or  the  United  States  to  exclude  for- 
eign capital  from  being  received  and  employed 
In  your  country?  Do  yoti  6nd  an^  provision  ih 
the  charters  or  the  State  banks^  prohibiting  fpr- 
eigners  from  becoming  stockholders?  }s  there 
any  provision  in  those  bills  from  the  Senate^  es^ 
tablishing  half  k  dozen  banks  in  the  Diitrict'of 
Colombia,  prohibition  foreigners  from  becom rag 
stockholders?  To  all  these  questions  you  are 
compelled  to  answer  in  the  negative.  So.  long 
as  the  profits  of  agricultural  pursuits  or  confmer- 
cial  enterprise  fi^rnish  the  adventurer  wit|i  a  good 
profit  over  and  above  the  price  he  has  to  pay  for 
the  use  of  the  capital  em  ployed,  Just  \hk\  long 
will  he  continue  to  employ  it ;  and,  if  the  capital 
is  not  to  be  found  at  home,  application  will  bemad^ 
for  it  abroad  ;  and  whenever  capital  becomes  re- 
dundant at  home,  you  will  then  exclude  fureifn 
capital.  Before  that  time  the  attempt  would  be 
unavailing;  for  capital,  like  air  or  water,  'will 
seek  itsievel.  I  have  thought  that  foreign  capital 
in  this  country  would'  have  had  rather  a  salutary 
tendency,  inasmuch  as  it  would  interest  men  of 
ihfluence  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  per^ 
petuity  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Jefferson  must 
nave  been  thus  impressed  ;  or  how  could  he  have 
permitted  a  sale  of  the  bank  stock  of  the  United 
States  directly  to  Englishmen-^and  he  was  cer- 
taioly  not  chargeable  with  a  predilection  in  favor 
of  British  influence.  There  is  in  England  a  class 
of  men  favorable  to  the  prosperity  ofl^is  country ; 
and  I  have  always  unjlerstood  that  it  is  these 
alone  who  have  interest  in  our  funds.  Besides, 
if  this  foreign  capital  is  fraught  with  all  those 
evib  which  gentlemen  picture  to  themselves,  the 
arrgument  holds  good  against  Stsite  banks,  and 
goes  to  prove  the  necessity  of  their  destiHiction 
also. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wright) 
has  made  some  heavy  charges  against  the  direc 
tors  of  the  United  States'  Bank  and  their  man 


::| 


agemenfj  1  hiuf  thought  it  nnf  rersatly  Qadentood 
and  admitted,  that  the  management  of  this  greit 
moneyed  instrtntionhad  been  ex emplarily  correct, 
and  I  have  not  before  heard  anything  or  the  kiod 
laid  to  their  charge.  But)  even  (dmitting  tht 
charge  to  be  true,  it  only  proves,  what  may  I  be- 
lieve he-alleged  and  proved  against  every  koman 
institution  administered  by  man,  viz :  that  tke  in- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  administration  tbereot 
is  im.perfect.  But  I  ask  if  the  directors  of  thre^ 
fourths  of  the  State  banki«  in  the^  United  8ut« 
are  not  Federalists ;  and  therefore  why  tiot  p« 
them  down  in  mass? 

I  beg  leave  to  notice  an  argument  wbieh  Ims 
been  resorted  to  by  aU  the  opposers  of  the  bil^ 
when  they  have  been  told  that  the  baak  ^ImhIi 
necessary  and  proper  to  the  conrenieivt  aid  id- 
Vaatageous' management  of  the  public  feveoiiei 
The  answer  has  uniformly  been,  tnafthis  diffiesltf 
oould  easily  be  obviated  by  the  agency  of  Bute 
banks.  This,,  sir,  is  certainly  begging  tbeqoei- 
tion;  because  an  admission  thnt  bank  ageocfit 
necessary  to  the  collection  of  your  revenoe^iid 
proper  |o  be  used  in  the  management  of  the 
moneyl!d  concerns  of  the  Government,  is  an  td- 
mission  of  the  odiy  fa6t  necessary  to  be  ia  pmf 
to  show  conelusivel^r  the  noWer  of  Congfea  » 
pass  the  bill  tn  question,  besides,  do  not  til  the 
unhappy  consequenees,  which,  it  is  said,  mtt 
this  bank,  attend  the /depositing  yoortnopefia 
State  banks  ?  . Wil(  yM>u  not  thereby  gifc  t  cir- 
culation to  the  paper  of  the  bank  whera  yoiatlpe 
yout  deposites|;reatcfr  thah  heretofore  ?  and,hyi«r 
creasing  the  circulation  of  their  .paper  as  veU  ts 
by  aiding  them  with  your*  money  to  roafceBwe 
extensive  discounts;  yon  tacrease  the,  profit  >*Q 
value  of  the  stock.  Ttf is  cimenmstance  tjA  cre- 
ate an  anxiety  yrlth  all  the  State  baaki  trohtaio 
your  deposites;  and  hence  the  United  9M»y « 
they  are  so  disposed,  can  operate  tfaroafh  thwe 
favorite  ba(nks  %%  eflectuatly  on  the  people  oC  tbe 
States  aa  they  could  by  the  United  St«t8i*Bipi. 
You  have  alUhe  evHs  of  the  United  States^  Am^ 
without  any  pf  the  advantages;  yon  also  ikw^ 
•into  circulation  a  heterogeneous  mass  df  p^) 
that  nobody  knows  anythmg  about,  issaed  bf  ««• 
tablishments  of  whose*  solvency  you  knowaothi^* 
Will  ttfe  gentleman  from  North  Carolhia  or  the 
member  fixmi^assachusetts  willioglT  r*^!^ 
their  per  diem  in  their  own  State  nip^'  *. 
lieve  they  wonld  not— yet  the  efl«c<  of  ««< 
State  banks  for  revenue  purposes  will  be  loimfw^ 
this  paper  on  the  people  of  the  United  States 

Ft  IS  a  rule,  sir,  which  I  have  preacribed  to  of- 
self,  in  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  («W" 
which  may  be  committed  to  my  care,  in  any  cat'' 
acter,  to  conduct  them  in  such  a  fnanoer  i*  w 
produce  no  individual. distress  or  loss,  wliicb  miy 
not  be  fully  compensated  by  an  eqoivaleotcWtifl 
public  good;  and  I  shall  not relioquishi^* *"•?'' 
vance  of  this  rule,  on  this  occasion.  We  ire  i^ 
formed  by  various  gentlemen,  who  are  chtrgw 
with  the  representation  of  the  more  cotnn^"! 
States,  that  great  individual  distress  will  be  tie 
certain  consequence  of  a  refusal  to  renew  J* 
charter  of  the  United  Statea'  Bnnki  f  od  tJiat  !•• 
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distress  will  fall  with  tocnmulated  wei^kt  oa 
tbose  who  have  poverty  and  the  frowas  of  fortuae 
to  atrtiggle  with,  is  e?ideot ;  and  when  I  eominis- 
erate  Ske  woes  felt  by  the  citizens  of  ey^ry  part 
of  our  country,  my  attenttoo,  as  it  ought,  is  pai^ 
ticolarly  drawn  to  the  losses  and  distress  which 
will  be  felt  by  my.  immediate  coastitoents. 

If  this  charier  is  not  Tenewed,  it  is  my  delibe- 
rmie  opinion  that  the  farmers  of  Kentucky  will 
,     saatain  a  loss  thereby  to  tbeanoant  of  near  (200,- 
,     000 ;  abd  I  will  now  attempt  to  show  that  this 
I     opinion  is  npt  altogether  chimerical.    1  am  un- 
able to  state  with  any.  great  certainty  what  is  the 
I     amount  of  circulating  medium  of  the  United 
States;  nor  indeed  is  it.necessary  for  me  to  state 
with  gres^t  accuracy  the  precise  amount.    I  sup- 
MMe  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  the  United 
\     Sutes  to  be  upwards  <if  950^000,000,  an^  that  of 
I     thia  sum  th^  BiAak  of  th^  United  States  circulate* 
otte-third.    It  is  a  fact  frequently  stated  in  this 
House,  and  which  stands  uadenied,  that  ittoney 
orxcirenlating  medium  is  schrce^iu  the  United; 
Slates  at  this  time  than  it  has  been  for' sey^rul 
'     years  past,  owing  perhaps  to  the  upproduotireness. 
of  connm'ercial  enterprise,  or,  if  you  please,  to  the 
aauircd  increase  of  pppu lation^ and  the  proportion- 
ate increase  of  demand  for  «iO«ey.    By  refusing 
to  renew  the  charter  you  throw  out  of  circulaikm 
oae-tbird  of  the  money  of  the  country.    The.  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  eop«e<(tteaces  of  this  act  of 
the  GK>yenij[iiea(l  will  be  to  diminish  commeroial 
enterprise  in  the  same  proportion,  and  conse- 
qnently  -ship^ilding  and  ship-repairing  will  be 
diminiahed  ma  like  ptoportion,  and  the  materii^ls 
for  this  service  will  not  be  wanting.    By  letters 
recently  received  from  very  intelligent  merchants 
of  LexiogtoB,  KentiM&ky,  I  am  informed  that  6,000 
tons  of  hemp  will  have  been  raised  inthat  S.tate 
lathe  present  year.    Th'^  ship-owners  are.  the 
consumers  of  this  artiele,  for  not  a. pound  of  it 
goes  Abroad,  and  from  six  tp  nine  thousand  tons 
of  hemp  is  tne  quatxtity.  consumed  in  pro^petrous 
times  io  the  United.  States^    These  6^000  Joo<  of 
httmp,  togecher  with  what  will  be  brought  to  the 
market  from  other  States,  will  furnish  au  abun- 
dant supply  for  ^he  present  year,  even. admitting 
it  to  be  a  prosperous  year.    By ,  the  refusal  to  re- 
new the  charter  you>  lessen  the  detband,  one-third 
at  least;  and  consequently  you  diminish  the  price 
of  the  article  in  the  same  propbrtion.  JBut,  jir, 
this  is  ▼iewittg  the  conseauences  arising  out  of 
the  rejection  of  this  act  ia  the  most  favorable 
Ught.    If  the  refusal  to  renew  this  charter  should, 
as  some  gentlemen,  apprehend  it  will,  bankrupt 
not  only  many  individuals,  but>also  some  of  the 
State  bank?,  ageneral  alarm  m^y  take  place,  which 
would, for  A  time  put  an  end  to  all  credit  and  to 
1^  business.    The  consequences  of  such  a  state 
of  things  are  much  to  be  feared  and  much  to  be 
dceaded  by  every  portion  of  the  community. 

it  has  been  sUled  that  the  United  States' Bank 
can  be  dispejtsed  with  in  the  collection  of  your 
reveaoe,  and  in  the  management  of  your  mon- 
eyed coocerds.  I  wish  to  know  how  gentlemen 
can  make  this  statement.  L  perceive  that  Gen^ 
emi  Hamilton,  the  irst  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 


sury, appointed  since  the  adoption  of  the  Coostir 
tution,  in  his  argument  on  the  subject,  decidedly 
declares  that  ^e  bank  is  necessary  lor  jthe  collec- 
tion of  the  taies  and  management  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  United  States ;  and  Mr.  Qallatin, 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  makes  sub* 
stantialiy  the  same  declaration  to  you  in  his  re- 
port on  this,  subject. 

[Mr.  Wright  observed,  that  Mr.  Qallatin  had, 
in' conversation,  said  that  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  Government  could  be  well  managed  with- 
out this  bank.] 

If  Mct  Gallatin  has *so  said,  he  then  says  one 
things  tfnd  reports  a  different  thing,  and  is  there- 
fore inconsistent.  But*  I  take  his  official  report 
as  the  best  evidence  of  his  opinion;  abd  these 
mep  having  been  chi^rged  with  t'he.manajg;ement 
of  the  revenue  for  many  years,  and  having  the 
knowledge  adquired  by  experience,  certainly 
.should  know  what  is  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  conveni^t  and  Well  management  olthe  affairs 
of  their  department,  and  are  therefore  better  au- 
thorities on  the  subject  than  aoy  member  of  this 
House«       , 

As  to  fhe  remerk  made  by  aome  gentlemen, 
that  this  is.  a  party  question,  I  have  only  to  ob- 
serve that,  if  Federalists  dovtight,  that  can  be  no 
sufficient  teason  for  me  to  do  v^rong,  merely  to 
'oppose  them;  and  if  the  suggestion  that  this  is  a 
pacty  question  is  to  prevail  agaiast  reason  and 
common  sense,  and  parties  are  thereby  to  be  mar- 
shalled acainst  each  other  under  the  hannera  of 
sokne  leader,  then,  induced,  anything  that  can  say 
ay,  or  no,  is  perfectly  qutalified  to  be  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  inte'lligeaoe  is  laid  aside  as  use- 
lesa  and  ^unnecessary.  Against  doctrine  of  thjs 
sort.  I  protest.  And  perceiving,  as  I  think  I  do/ 
great  political  as  well  as  individual  inconveni- 
ence and  distress  awaiting  a  refusal  to  r^new  t^a 
charter,  which  is  not  compensated  by  any  cor- 
irespondent  public  good  ;.  and  perceiving,  also,  iir 
the  destriiciion  of  this  institution,  a  waat  of  sta^ 
bility.in  your  institutions  whic^i  is  a  partial  veri? 
fication  of  the  predictions  of  the  enemies  of  re- 
publican gQvernuient,  which  wl^  ought  {o  refute 
by  6aT  acu— I  shall,  therefore,  vote  agaiast  the 
indefinite  pdstponetnent  of  this  bill,  reserving^ 
however,  to  myself  the  right  of  subsequently  ez-^ 
ami  nine  the  details  thereof. . 

Mr. BARny.T-Mr.  Speaker :  The  roeasujre  now. 
under  consideration  is  certainly  important  U 
involves.priociples  interesting  both  as  they  relate 
to  the  General  and  State  Governments.  The  so- 
licitude mianiCestedfor  the  renewal  of  the  charter; 
the  deep  concern  that  is,  felt  in  some  of  the  Stages ; 
the  serious  and  solemn  manner  in  which  this 
sobiect  has  been. -considered  and  acM  u|pon  by' 
their  legislative  councils;  the  general  agitation 
it  has  occasioQcd  in  the  public  mii^d,  has  not 
failed  to  command  my  most  serious  attention.  I 
should,  nevertheless^  have tb^en  content  to  have 
left  it  to  the  discussion  of  others  abler  and  more 
experienced  than,  myself,  satisfied  with  giving 
such  a  vote  as  would  comport  with  the  honest 
conviction  of  my  understanding.  But  the  debate 
has  taken  an  unexpected  course  to  day.  The  re- 
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imrks  6f  my  colleague  <Mr.  McKsA)  yUI  not 
pernut  hm.Iod^'  to  remaiD  sHent.  As  it  is  mj 
rot  to  differ  with  him  ob  this  great  queetion,  t 
tadst  claim  the  iadolgeoce  of  the  House  for  a  iew 
moments,  while  1  endeavor,  in  as  concise  a  man* 
ner  as  possible^  to  state  some  of  the  reasofirs  by 
which  I  am  actuated. 

The  baneful  efibcts  to  result  from  the  dissoliii* 
tion  of  the  bank,  the.rui&  that  is  to  follow  in  its 
train,  have  been,  portrayed  in  the  most  glowing 
colors,  in  ^  manner  calcUlated,as  it  'Vf as  no  doubt 
designed,  to  awaken  and  alarm  eur  fears.  I  shaif 
not  now  enter  upon  4his  branch  of  the  subject. 

If)  as  I  am  most  seriously  impressed,  the  Con- 
stitution does  not  authorize  us  to  .pass  the  bill, 
there  it  at  once  an  end  of , the  question.  It  is, 
Mr.  Speaker,  immaterial  what  consequencern^ay 
result.  No  pressure  of  calamity,  however  great, 
caik  warrant  a  depi^rture  from,  or  violation  of, 
that  sacred  instrument. 

It  has  been  ^id  that 'this  is. a  ^rtf  question* 
The  reihark  is  Just,  so. far  as  the  principles  wh^h 
separate  and  distinguish  the  iwo  great -political 
parties  in  the  United  S^tes  shall  be  made  to  bear 
upon  it ;  not  that- the  decla^ratjon  of  aav.man  can 
make  it  so.  It  is  measures,  not  m;en,  that  ^ihould 
govern.  .^  * 

It  will  be  recblleeted  that  early  in  the; history 
of  our  Qov^rnment  the  country  was  divided  iotO' 
two  great  .polttical.  parties,  the  one  endeavorioff 
to  extend  and  increase  the  powers  of  the  General 
Gtovei^mnent;  the  other  attached  to  the  9tate  au« 
thoriti^,  and  exceedingly  jealous  of  their  rights. 
Under  this  state  of  thing^  the  Constitntfod:  of  the 
United  'States  was  framed/  Soon  after  the  Gov- 
erament  went  iifto  operation  under  it,  these  pari- 
ties again  displayed  themselves  in-the  mtes  they 
adopted  for  expounding  the'Conatitution,  the  Obe 
contending  for  that  kind 'of  interpretation  which 
would,  possess  .Qongress  -with  tQe  moet  ample 
powers,  sufficient  to  do  whatever  political  expe* 
dielice  might  dictate  in  providing  for  the  com- 
moH  defence  and  general  welfare. 

-This  latitude  of  eonstraet ion  was v considered 
by  the  other  party;  as  dangerous)  that  it  would 
tend  to  consolidation;  that  in  this  way  Stat)e 
rights  would  be  ericroacbed  vpon  ahi  tbeir  sov-' 
ereigaty  impaired.  They  contended  that  t|ie 
power  of  doogress  was  limited  ;  that  tt  must  be 
confined  to  those' powers  expressly  delegated; and 
to  such  as  were'  necessary  and  proper*  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  That  this  mode  of  con* 
st^uction  resulted  necessarily  from  the  nature  of 
the  Greneral  Government,  hut  was  settM  beyond 
all  doubt  hy  that'clause  in  tlie  Constitution  which 
povides,  "that  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
^  United  States. by  the  CoiistituHon,  nbr  prohibited 
<  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or 
'  to  the  people;"  that  to  step  beyond  the  bounda- 
ries thus  fixed,  would  be  to  enter  upon  a  field  of 
Eov^er  no  longer  capable  of  being  defined.  Such 
as  been  my  understanding  of  the  views  of  the 
two  parties ;  the  one  called  Federal,  the  other  Re- 
publican, or  Democratic  if  you  please.  {  speak 
of  parties  as  thev  were  at'the  period- 1  allude  to. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  upon  this  very  subject 


in  the  year  179},  wheii  the  bank  charter   was 
granted,  we  find  the  most  distinauishad  politi- 
cians of  tlmt  day,  who  were  on  the  Repuolieaa 
side,  opposing  it ;  and  theydid  it  uodt^  the gvid* 
ance  of  those  sentiments  that  had  oriirioally  gfiTea 
rise  and  character  to  the  par^.    For  althoagh 
they  did  not  admit  theutilkvof  the  banking  sys- 
tem, yet  the  great  groand  of  opposition — the 
strength  of  their  argument — whs  directed  agmiBst 
the  power  oT  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law.     it 
was,  sir,  upon  that  ocea^ixm  that  Mr.  MsUiaom, 
then  a  member  of  Congress,  made  that  perspie- 
udus  an<l  luminous  argumef^t'  that  has  beeo  so 
justly  celebrated  a«  defining  and  markitfg  out  the 
proper  limits  of  power  assigned  to  the  General 
GovernmenL    I  have  thought  proper  .to  mak« 
these  preliminary  remarks  to^ow  what  was  the 
understanding  of  this, Measure  at  the  time  of  iu 
adoptioh.    That  it  was  then  protested  against  as 
wiconstituiional.    Two  articles  of  the  Coostila- 
tion  seem  to  be  mostly  relied  upon  hy  tirose  who 
are1&  favor  of  the  renewal :  That  wbicb  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  \6  Jay  and  collect  taxes,  do^ 
ties,  imposts,  and  excises;  to  p9y  the  debts  and 
provide  ibr  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  tb^  United  States;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
power  Vy  which  Cotigress  is  to  reflate  the  fiaan- 
cial  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  thai  whifch  giret 
the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
ibr  Mrrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested 
bv  the  Constitution  iUv  the  Gpoveratnent  of  the 
United  States; 

It  has  ulready  been  shown  by  gentlenea  who 
have  preceded  me,  by  a  course  of  reasoaing  to 
my  mind  unanswerlible,  that  the  elanse  which 
enables'  Coagress  to  ^pass  all  Jaws  Deeessary  and 
ptoper  to  execute  the  speeificd  powers,  mos^  ae* 
cQrding  to  the  natnral  force  o(  the  terns  and  eoa- 
text,  be  limited  to.the  ndeans  necetsarv  to  the  end, 
Of  incident  to  the  natahsef  the  speciled  powers  } 
Ihat  this  clause  was  in  Diet  merely  deelaralorTof 
whftt'vrould  have  restihed  bv.  unavoidable  iaolpU- 
catWivkSfhe  appropriate  and  as  it  were  te^hnieal 
ineansof  executing  tdese' powers.  It  Was  farther 
contended,  that  the  true  exposition  of  a  oecessary 
mean  was,  that  mean  without  which  the  end 
could  not  be  pr6()oced;  If  this  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, it  pnt3  th^  question  at  rest-^as  ft  has  been 
iaosi  clearly  shown  that  a  hank  is  not  a  Decenary 
mean  accoVding  to  this  exposition.  I  shall  not 
dwell  loo|[er  on  this  head,  eonsiderihg  it  as  al- 
ready exhausted  by  argument.  The  wdrd^pmpei* 
is,  in  my  miDd,an  important  and  operative  word 
in  this  clause  of  thfe  Uonstitotion.  The  inaidea- 
tal  power  t^  be  exercised, must  not  only  be  neces- 
sary, but. proper;  that  k,  it  must  be  appropriate, 
and^  confined  to  the  end  in  view.  If  it  goes  be- 
yond it;  if  it  involves  the  «xeroise  of  a  powef 
that  tends  to  create  a  distinct  and  ^sobstaatlve 
thing,  which,  in  its  idiportant  operation^  ia  en- 
tirely distiact  from,  and  independent  of  the  power 
to  the  execution  of  which  it  was  designed  as  a 
mean,  it  would  most  certainly  be  improper.  Soeh 
an  exercise  of  power  would,  in  troth,  be  usurpa- 
tion, and  the  end  proposed  beeoaaes  a  merepine- 
teace  for  the  uanvarrantable  assumption  of  poa«r. 
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To^«nftbie  Congress  to  cf^lleet  taxes,  officer  of 
depoeite  merely  weald  be  sfufficient.  But  instead 
of  confining  the  incidental  power  to  be  employed 
io  the  object  it  is  desigtied  to  aceompiisd,  you  in- 
troduce a  new  system  of  policy,  that  has  no  more 
ooDnezion  with  the  ipana^ment  of  the  revenne 
than  it  haft  with  the  power  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  with  the  power 
4o  rei^trlale  commerce  wkh  foreigtn  nations  among 
the  Slates,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes,  or  than  it 
ban  with*  the' power  to.  raise  aad  9ttm>ort  armies, 
or  proTide  and  maintain  a  navf.  The  power  to 
establish  a  bank  appliea  ^tially  as. an  ioeidantto 
all  the  above-named  p6wers.  and  is  not  strictly 
appropriate  to  eitherj^  nor  is  it  c<)ofined  to  all  oif 
.  them  collectively.  It,  under  such  pretence,  you; 
eao  erect  corporations,  your'power  id  this  respect 
ia  aabounded.  . 

By  this  act  you  form^  a  society  of  individuals, 
invest  them  with  extensive  and  excliftive  privil- 
c^s,  who,  instead  of  bein^  employed  as  auxilia- 
ries in  the  fiscal  arrangements  of 'the  Govern* 
meot,  tet  up  for  themselves  and  goon  upon  a 
sy steal  of  monev  making.  They  issue  notes  that 
beeotee  a  x:irculating  medium -and  forms  a  new 
species  of  capital.  The  institution  carrier  Wi(h 
it  a  train  of  officers,  influence,  and  patropa^e.  It 
gives  rise  to  an  act  of  sovereign  power,  wt  no 
Gk>veroment  should  ever  be  permitted  or  can  de- 
rive by  just  implication— that  orpunishing  those 
who  may  •coui^tipffeit  the  notes  of  this  bapk; 
Thus  iDtroduciog  into  our  code  of  laws  a  system 
of  criminal  jurisprudence  never  contemi>lated  by 
the  Constitution.  '     ' 

It  will  be  ^een;  as  we  progress  in  this  inquiry,' 
how  this  measure  is^^kulated  to  affect  the  State 
righhs  amd  to  infrmge  upon  their  sot e^eignty. 

if  it  is  gbod  politsy  to  establish  banks^and  I  am^ 
inclined  to  think  it  tends,  when  'properly  regula- 
ted, to  promote  the  interest  of  so<;iety,ihe  Stated, 
will  surely  have  a  righVto  claird  the  benefits  that 
may  result  from  it — because  this  ri^t  they  never 
have  parted'  from.  The  profits  arising  from  dis- 
counts, the  advantage  to  accrue  from  public  and 
privi|ie  depositfs,  and  the  many  faciH ties  this  kin,d* 
of  institution  aflfdrds  to  -society,  belong  to  the 
States,  and  ought  *to  be  exetgsively  under  their 
eoutrol.  The  object^  of  Slate  policv  are  infi- 
Biteiy  more  numerous  than  jthose  of  tne  General 
Goverame^t,  and  deserveequally  (o  be>promoted. 

It  is  said  that  the  Sutes  are  at  liberty,  if  they 
choose,  to  establish  banks ;  this  does  not  remove^ 
the  objection ;  if  thb  right  is  impaired,  it  is  the 
same  in  principle  as  if  it  were  denied.  A  branch 
bank  of  the  United  States  Will  always  have  a 
ptedomiaant ,  influence.  Ther  will'  have  the 
peneit  of  a  large  capital ;  but  the  i^reat  source  of 
inftaenoe  results  from  its  connexiods  with  the 
mother  bank,  and  a  confederacy  of  branches  c^ 
extensive  with  the  United  Slates'.  They  aH  mov^ 
ia  concert ;  and,  by  con^bioing  their  influence, 
would  at  any  time  be  enabled  to  overwhelm  hnd 
deitroy  the  sm^ll  StMe  establishments.  There 
ean  be  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  weakness  and 
the  dependence  6f  the  State  banks  upon  that  of 
tkm  United  States,  than  the*  alarm,  that  aomo  of 


them  now  feel  at  its  e:ippected  dissolution.  It  is 
said  that  no  danger  of  this  sort  is  to  be  appre- 
hendied;  that  those  who  have,  had  the  direction 
of  the  United  States'  Bank,  hatve  co*faducted  it  pro-~ 
perly,  and  with  liberality.^  This  afibrds  no  guar^ 
ant^  that  they  w4U  -continue  to  do  so.  Bapk  di- 
rectors have  the  same  passions  and  prejtKlices 
that  other  men  have;  the  same  feelings  of  jeai* 
ousy  and  rivalship  exist  in  corporate  b^es  as 
with  individdaU;  the  same  struggle  for  power 
and  disposition  td^  oppress.  State  rights  require 
the  guardianship  of  the  Constitution ;  they  are 
not,  firust,  to  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  bank  di* 
rectory.  ,,  . 

It  woohi,  sir,  be  less  ob}ectionable,  if  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  diffused  its  benefits  equally 
throughout  the  difiereat  States^  But  instead  of 
this  eqd^J  and'just  distribution^  it  will  'be  found 
to  be  confined  and  partial  in  its  operations ;  its 
benefits  will  be  principally  confine^  to  the  sea- 
ports; it  ^an  only  be  made  to  operate  indi^tljr 
upon  the  agriculturist  and  manufi^ctarer.  The 
direction  of  this  institution  will  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  comnHercialmen ;,  aU  its  power  and  in- 
fluence wiirbe  lent  to.  tbem.g^This,  cooibined 
with  tlve  power  tbek  wealth  naturally  gives  them, 
has  her^tofore,^  and  will,  continue  to  ffive  them  a 
decided  ascendency  in  the  Councils  of  thi?  natibn. 
It  is  believed  that  this  kind  of  influence  has  had 
its  efi^cts  iq  prbducinj^  dur  existing  embarrass^ 
pieots  with  fofei^  nations*  Sir,  the  slightest  at- 
tention to  our  public  acts  will  show  that  there 
has  l^n  a  great  predilection  for  commerce ;  that 
it  has  met  with  almost  exiBlusive  protection  and 
support;  whilst  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
for  the  intei'nal  iodttstry  pf  the  country — ^large 
sums  of  money  have  heeh  expended  fbr  thfe  pre- 
ihotion  of  comme'rce,  whilst  our  infant  manufac- 
tures have  becfn  suflered  to  pine  and  languish. 
The  ienterprise  embarked  in  this  way,  never  hav- 
ing experienced  any  kind  of  encoiiragement  from 
the  Geheral  Government.'  It  is  time  to  remove 
the  causes  that  gave  rise  to  thi»partial  influence. 

Tbe  power  of  the  States  is  afi)?cted  bythis 
measure  in  another  important  ^respect.  By  ils 
m^anSfiodividoals,  who  are  tnostly  foreigners^ 
hold  larji^e* estates  in  stock,  without  being  in  ahy 
way  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Sute  goverii- 
ment,  oj  paying  an)r  tax  for  its  support.  Is  it 
just  that  such  exclusive  privileges  should  be  con- 
ferred ?  Is  it  proper  that  these  ikien,  not  the  most 
meritorious,  should  b€^  entirely  exempt  from  the 
hdrden  of  taxation,  whilst  ^he  true  pitizen  is 
bound  to^yield  his  personal  anc^  pecuniary  aid  ? 

Another  formidable  objection  tliat  presents  it- 
self, is  the  e6nnteion  of  this  institution  with  the 
government — a  daagerods  source  of  influence 
and'pbwer.  When  the  people  have  to  pay  taxes 
for  the  support^  of  €k>vei1iment,  they  feel  and  un- 
derstand woat  is  ffoing  on.  If  they  shbuld  be 
burden^  with  high  taxes,  unless  a  good  reasoo 
can  be  assigned  for  it;  they  Will  remove  their 
agents  and  appoint  others  who  will  act  upon  a 
better  system  of  economv.  Bat  ^Ive  to  the  Gov- 
ernment a  bank  with  a  large  capital^  and  you  af- 
ford a  fiicility  of  borrowing,  and  a  aouree  of  sup- 
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plies  utterly  incompatible  with  thegisnius  of  Re- 
publican inttitutioo^.  Loans  may  be  had  to  en- 
able the  Qovernment  to  pursue  theif  projects; 
expensive  establishments  may, be  created*  and 
kept  up  in  this  way,  that  the  people  never  would 
Jiaye  tolerated^  had  they  been  directly  called  on 
for  their  contributions.  .  The  ease  it  would  afford 
'  of  ^retting  money  would  be  tlie  eause  of  repeated 
applicatioDs  to  this  source  i  and  We  may  readily 
percjpive  how  a  debt  thus  created  will  be  con- 
•tantly  accumuUting.  Upon  this  subject  we  have 
the  light  of  experience  to  guide  tis.  The  Eog- 
liah  nation  presents,  a  sad  example.  It  is  true  the 
proposed  capital  is  too  small  to  create  much  olaoH 
«r  at  present— rbuttenew  this  oharcer,  aiid  it  will 
be  augmented  as  copventenoe  shall  dictate.  Tfa« 
capitalx)f  the  Bank  of  Baglaid  wa^  small  at  its 
first  establishment,  but  it  increased  gradually  as 
the  exigence  of  the  Qorernment  required.    . 

Sir,  whenever  the  Government  shall  have  be" 
eome.  largely  indebted  to  this  bank,  it  will:  have 
Acquired  an^foiuence  over  ouf  councils,  the  idea 
of  which  ia humiliating ;  an  infl.uenoothat  woOld 
not  only  be  degrading,  but  one  that  would  endan- 
ger our  liberties^  by  subjecting  us  to  the  control 
of  a  fboneyed  art^tocraey*  Permit  me  now.  sir, 
to  notice  a  few  of  the  arj^unents  that  have  oeen 
»jdvftt»ced  in*  Aivor  of  renewal*  It  is  said  that  the 
practice  of  thb  Government  is  against  t^e  ruie 
of  construction  we  contend  ior :  as  an  -example, 
the  act  co^erning  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
•ad  publip  piers,  hits  been  cited.  This  is  referred 
to  the  power  of  regulating  trade.  This  act  is  in 
truth  only  a  mean  to  carry^  ipto  exec^ktion  a  powr 
er ;  it  is  distipguishahle  at  the  first  glance  from 
the  power  to  establish  a  bank.  They  only  tend 
to  promote  commeree ;  they  are  siricilv  necessary 
and  properly  confined  to  the  object.  They  go  no 
further  than  tho  end  in  view,  not  at  all  impairing 
the  rights  of  individuals  or  of  the  3tate9 ;  besides, 
there  ia  nothing  ia  thenf  uncpngeaiai  with  the 
naturo  of  our .'GoverniDent. 

It  is  further.' contended  that  th«  law  now  at 
tempted  to  be  renewed  kay  been  sanctioned  by 
the  States,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  people.  That, 
aUhdugh  it  might  not  originally  haye  been  ne- 
•oasar y,  it  kas  now  become  so.  I  can  see  strong 
rtatons  why  this  ftct  granting  a  charter  jshould 
notberepealedjiiltbonffkuncoostittttioBal.  The 
aystem  h«d  been  introduced j-a  pledge  was  giyen 
to  theatockholders;  they  invested  their  funds  up- 
on the  faiti^of  its  coptinuance for  tweoty  years; 
it  was  a  contract  for  that  period ;  to  have  violated 
the  publio- faith  would  not  I^baps  have  been 
oonelstent  with  sound  policy.  There  is  a  difler- 
eof  e  between  re|)ealing  the  law  and  suffering  it 
to  Bxpire.  The  stoekholders  have  not  evei^  tke 
color  of  a  claim. uJMn  us  for  the  continuance,  of 
the  charter,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  years; 
The  contract  hae  been  fulfilled  and  oompleted. 
They  are  or  should  have  been  readj  to  close  their 
business.  Sir,  if  this  doctrine  of  acquiescence 
is  correct,  many  other  obnoxious  laws,  that  have 
been  the  cause  of  moch  heat  and  ferment  through- 
out the  nation,  might  in  the  same  way  be  proven 
to  be  ConatitutionaJ*  and  might  hereafter  be  re- 
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ceived  for  the  san^e  reason.  It  is  one  of  ihe  first 
principles  of  a  representative  governoient,  that  a 
subsequent  legislature  have  the  power  to  cbaoge 
the  measures  of  a  preceding  one;  and  ic  often  i% 
neces^ry  tbey  should  do  so.  No  State  has  eFer 
sanctioned  this  law  by  a  diroct  declaratioa  to  that 
efiect.  Their  appt-pbation  haa been- inferred  from 
their  having  {jassed  laws  to  punish  coonterfeitefa. 
Sir,  the  Stages  cannot  repeal  an^aot  of  GoAgreas; 
they  could  not  prevent  the  circulation  of  tke 
notes  of  this. bank.  It  was  therefore  asaeotial  to 
pass  such  laws  inr  order  to  secure  and  protect  their 
own^eitizens  from  fraud  tfad  impositioB. 

Useeme  clear  to  me. that. an  act  of  C< 
not,  orifinaUy  Constitutional  cannot  be 

by^anylapse  of  time.  .If  in  1791  it  was 

stitutionai,  it  moat  be.so  now;.  The  Comstitutioa 
does  not  change  with  the  times.  A  Repablkaa 
Adminifltration  should  not  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise a  power  that  they  would  havexienied  to  the 
other  party.  The  love  of  power  is  natur^;  maa 
is  prone  to  abuse  it.  ,1  confide  much  in  those  wbe 
are  at  present  at  the  helm,  but  I  will  iM)t  trost 
them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Const itotioa. 
"  With  unremitting  vigilance,  with  undaiiiitad 
virtue,  should  a  free  people  watch  againat  the  ea- 
oroachments  of  power,  and  remove  erery  pretext 
for  its  extension^ 

The  evite  to  result  fr.om  tb^  dissolution  of  the 
hank,  have^  in  injr  opinion,. been  greatly  .en^gfer- 
ated  s  but,  sic,  this  aienrm,  if  rea^  Impresses  my 


fl^ind  difierently  ftom  what  it  does  that  of 
others* .  Thrdeyep  interest  excited ;  the  ieeiifigs 
that  have  been  awakened;  the  memorials  com- 
stantly  flowing  in  upon  us,,  show  the  important 
bearing  of  this  institution'  and  the  great  mteiest 
it  has  already  created. 

If  we  look  forward  to  a. period  when  this  char- 
ter is  to  expire;  if  eyer  we  intend  to  shake  off 
this  illegitimate  offspring,  now  is  the-lij^ky  mo- 
ment ;  its  eaitbraee  tnough  strong  is  not  deadly. 
Although  some  of  iia  advocates  threaten,  wmA 
endeavor  to  coerce  us  into  the  measure  by  the 
al^r^i  they  have  excited,  the  stockholders  yet 
approach  in  the  respectful  attit^de  of  memori- 
i^lisUt;  we  are  yet  at  liberty  to  act  freely;  bot  if 
this  charter  is  renewed,  depend  upon  it  we  shall 
not  be  able  hereafter  to  stop  its  progrm.  Prjd- 
ienoes  will,  not  \^,  wanting  to  extend  its  liaMts 
and  augmi^nt  its  capitaL  The  poison  already 
tasted  would  iooti  reach  the  ritals  of  this  Qor* 
erpment;  our  efibrts  hereafter  for  relief  will  be 
fruitless ;  they  will  only  serve  to  irritate  and  ia- 
flame,  until  at  length  it  will  be  found  that  we  most 
tamely  submit. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY.— Th^t  Congress  have  a  right  to 
refuse  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  or 
to  n^odify  it  as  tliey  think  proper,  i^  admitted  oa 
all  sides.  He  himself  wished  the  bill  to  be  mnek 
changed  from  what  it  b  at  present.  He  would  be 
even  wilting  to  join  in  relating  it,  for  the  sake  of 
trying  an  experiment,  if  he  was  not  convinced  k 
his  own  mind  tl^at  the  experiment  Would  cost 
too  much.  We  know  how  far  i^nd  jmw  well  tkt 
present  bank  has  answered  the  intention  and  tiie 
epd  for  which  it  was  instituted.    Baty  aupposiM 
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asotber  Nadonal  Bank  to  be  iastitvited,  (wbieii 
lie  knew  was  the  wish  of  some  meiUbers  who  were 
opposed  to  the  presei^t,  one,)  Terv  great  distress, 
both  public  and -private,  ndust  itoie  place  in  the 
mean  time,  without  a  certainty  of  beitig  better 
acrred  4n ,  the  end* 

WliateVer  might^be  said  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
Mdieiief  against  renewing  the  charter^  he  had 
been  nuieh  astonished  to  observe  the  bill  so  much 
opposed  as- being  contrary  to  the  Coostitutiott. 
Wbeoihe  law  for  incorporating  tbe  bank  passed, 
il  was  opposed  in  the  House  af  Representatives 
by  a  minority — about  one-third  of-  the  members 
veled  against  it.  Though  he  was  not  tbefi  a 
aaaknbert  yet  he  attended  -to  the  -discusaionj  and 
he  Jmcw  that  those  who  led  the  oppoettton  were 
aqiiaHy  opposed  to  all  State  banksrof  whichHbcie 
ware  tben  but  .three  Jn  the  United  States,  and 
Boae  of  these  were  inscitiite4  "to  promote,  the 
Hii|(iriar,  permanent,  and  saeeessful  operatioQJ  of 
tlic  finances  nf  tbe  State,''  as  some  of  tbem  at  least 
I  haw  aiace  expressly  been.  He  was  sure  tbat  the 
Bank  of  North.  America  (the  first  that  bad  been 
ioeorpoffated)  wasj.perbape,  from  the  eircnmstan- 
eesoir  tbe  times,  coneideeed  ifather  as  itojurious 
thaia  beneficial  to  tbe  State.;  therefore,  that  a 
baok  should  be  useful  in  oonducting  thcf  reteaues 
of  tlk«  United  S taits,  was  at  tbat  time,! a  thfs. opin- 
ion of  maay^  at  least  doubtful,  or  a  mere  theory. 
But,  no  .sooaer  was  the  experiment  fuU^  made, 
tbim  all  parties  aeqaieseed  in  its  constitutionality 
and  usefulness.  lv$  cqnetilntiooality  has  been  rea- 
ogoiaed  by  all  the -branches  of  tbe  General  Qo^* 
crameot,  through,  all  tbe  changes  of  parties  and 
AdfitiMiistiiuioas.  This  could  be,  i^ado  evident 
hy  aitmeroos  iQstances.* 

It  is  uue,  ab  H(^noi^aUememl>er  from  NeHv  York 
(Mr«.PoaTBa)  has  denied  this,  and  alleged  tbat 
tbe  reason  why  it  wae  acquiesced  in,  or  not  re- 
pealed,  was,  because  it  was.  a  contract  which  it 
was  necessary  oa  the  pari  of  the  Qovernment  to 
fulfil.  ^    .  ' 

Mr.  F.said  t^ta  contract  ceatrarv  to  tbe  don- 

atitstion  wa^jroid  m  iteelf.  espeoiaUy  where  no 

eonsideffatioa Vas  eiven ;  that  our  eourta  of  jus- 

tiee,  who  were  ju^es.  both  tinder  the  law  aad 

tbe  Constitution,  would  set  such  contiacts  aside*-^ 

much  more  an  act  of  tiMOrporation  fpr  which  no 

valnahle  oonaideration  had  beea  pAid,  as  the  eon- 

'  sideration  only  consisted  of  the^iervices  tbat  were 

to  be  readeted,  and  which,  if  cootrary  to  the  Coa- 

atitiHton,  ought  not  to  be  accepted.    So  far, how* 

ever,  have  the  courts  of  justice  been  Aroai  setting 

thta  law  aside,  that  both  Federal  and  State  coorts 

have,  under  the  authority  of  both  the  Federal 

and  State  laws, made  decisions  for  its  protection. 

Or,  if  It  had  been  coatrary  to  tbe  Constitotiop, 

Coagreaa  ought  to  have  repealed  the  law  by  which 

k  was  gimmed.    There  was  a  precedent  to.  that 

purpose  in  this  country.     The  Bank  of  North 

Amiica  was  iacorporatcsd  by  Ooageess  at  a  period 

of  alarming  pecuaiary  distress.;  but  knowing  that 

it  bad  no  auibority  to  gtve.it  efiect,  Gopgress  rec^ 

omaasaded  tbe  incorporation  of  it  to  the  several 

States.    Penasylvaaia  and  Delaware  only  com- 

plied  with  the  lequisitioft— the  charter  gave  an 


^jpcbtsive  rooBopoly  in  perpeitnty.  Another  com- 
pany,  in  1784^  appli^  for  a  charter.  Tfie  Bank 
of  North  America  opposed  their  claim  with  suc- 
cess, in  right  of  their  charter*  The  sacoeeding 
Legislature  considered  tbe  exclusive  right  and  the 
perpetuity  to  have  been  granted  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  therefore  repealed  that  char- 
ter, and  afterwards  granted  a  limited  charter  to 
the  coiqpany^.  Political  parties  have  ehaoffed 
since  the  United  States'  Bank  was  incorpbrated— * 
those  tbat  now  prevail  have  been  the  majority  about 
half  the  tim^yet,  so  far  have  they  been  from 
repealing  the  charter^  that  they  have  extended  4ts 
powers  and  availed  themselves  of  its  aocommo- 
datioM.  .  It  was  a  mistake  toconsider  the  author- 
ity' to  incorporate  the  bank  to  be  a  separate  aad 
distinct  pow^r,  and  therefore  not  granted  to  Con- 
gress. •  It  was  not  even,  as  some  memhers  have 
called  it,  a  constructive  power,  or  power  l^y  im- 
plication'. .  It -was  inseparably  iacluded  in  4k% 
powers  expressly  granted,  as  the  means  to  accom- 
plish tbe  end  i  for  it  is  in  all  cases. admitted,  tbat 
where  an  object  or  duty  is  enjoined,  the  means  of 
aceonrplishio^  the  object  ot  of  performing  tbe 
duty  are  included.  This  Is  too  plain  to  require 
proof  or  illustration. 

Tbe  oowers  Tested  in  Congress,  or  tbe  duties 
enjoined,  are,  to  lay  aad  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, d&c;  (o  pay  the  debts  of  th^  United  States, 
dbc.  I  and  the  object  prescribed  is  the  public  good 
and  general  welure  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  also  the  power  to>  provide  for  raising  and 
supporting  an  Army  and  Navy,  and  for  borifow- 
iag  money  on.  tbe  credit  of  the  United  States, 

Sorely  no  member  will  say  that  the  safe*keep- 
ing^^th^  most  cheap  and  certain  manner  of  col- 
lecting the  r^venu^  and  the  moat  expeditions 
and  the  least  expensive  manner  of  trane^oitting 
tbem  to  the  destined  places,  and  paying  them  to 
their  appropriate  usee-^are  not  included  in  the 
before-sMOtioned  powers.  ,  If  they  are  not,  the 
powers  themselves  are  a  nullity,  because  tl^ey 
catoaot  be  executed. .  Cusltym-hoose  bonda  are  by 
.law  lodged  in  the  banks  for  collection. 

It  IS  adtnilted  that  these  powers  included  a 
choice  of  meana,  and  a  discretion  ia  tbe  applica- 
tion of  them,  as  they  did.  in  the  various  objects  of 
taxation.  Cengress  might  have  ihstituted  numer- 
ous offices  of  deposite,  and  paid  high  salaries,  and 
required  sureties  equivalent  to  the  risk ;  add  tfaey 
might  have  employed  public  officers  stufidently 
protected  to  transmit  the  monev  to  the  various 
placed  wheiie  it  was  required;  and  tp.pay  jt  to  the 
appropriate  uses^  To  this  iqeibod  no  doubt  na- 
tions bad  resorted  before  banks  were  introduced ; 
but  surely  this  method  would  be  more  unsafe, 
more  uncertain,  much  more  expensive,  and  at- 
tended with  much  Bkore  delay,  than  the  agency 
of  a  bank,  wh6se  capital  gaVe  sufficient  security, 
and  whose  paper  is  ia^great  oirculatton  and  credit. 
Therefore,  whatever  might' have  been  the  diffef* 
eat  opinions  bef<^re  the  axaerimeat  was  made, 
yei,  having  b^en  successfully  made,  it  is  evident 
that  it  was  the  best  means  to  accomplish  theead. 

The* honorable  gentlemaa  from  New  York, 
however,  has  admitted  tbat  baaks.are  aaoeasary 
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ftBd  proper  for  coUeetioff^  transmiUlBg,  and  tftfs- 
keeping  of  the  rereoue,  but  alleges  chat  the  State 
banks  are  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  This,  Mr.  F. 
said, as  he  understood  it,  was  givioft  uprin  a  great 
measure^.the  point.  If  the  use  of  banks  is  neoes- 
sarjr  to  carry  the  revenue  powers  into  efijset  when 
this  charter  was  ^iTen.  and  .^hen  there  were  no 
banks  south  of  Pbiladelphia,  aihi  it.is  beliered  but 
two  east  of  it — there  not  being  StaCe  baMra  suffi- 
cient at  the  period -when  the  charter  in  question 
was  granted,  in^ny  ilesr^e  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pose— the  Bank  of  the*  United  States  was  a  neces- 
sary means  or  instrument  for  executing  the  cey- 
enue  powers  vesled  in  Congress,  and  therefore 
not  cotttra|ry  to  the  Constitution.  If  at  that  lime 
it  was  not,  then  it  inay  be  asked  wh^n  it  became 
wol  ,  ^ 

The  State  banks  are  nor  by  their  charters  in  any 
degree  responsible  to  Congress;  they  are  not  ob- 
liged to  inform  it  of  the^amoufU-of  their  eapital, 
or  their  debt,  or  paper  issued,  or  of  their  depos- 
ius.  purely  no  member  would  agree  to  deposite 
the  revenues  <^  the  United  States  with,  ot  trans- 
mil  them  throngb,  insdtations  of  the  solidify  of 
#hose  credit  they  were  nO^  well  ioformed.  He 
4id  not  mean,  haweyer,  to  say  thai  it  was  not 
possible  to  select  such  a  numbet*  of  State  banks 
as  would  be  sufficiently  safe  for  ^lepc^ites,  oir  that 
such  a  connexion  of  these  banks  tnight  not  be 
formed  g»  would  make  them  responsible  fot  th« 
safe  and  speedy  transmission  of-ihe  revenue,  aod 
give  the  necessary  ioformatien  to  Congress  of  the 
state  of  their  affairs.  Yet,  supposing  this  was.aU. 
completed,  this  union  of  banks  would  be  in  so  /a^ 
a  National  Bank,  subject  to  the  same  obj?ctioqs. 
and  to  the  following  defects:.  The  note^  of  all 
these  banks  wonld  not  pass  through  the  whol^ 
United  States,  and  the  continuance  t)f  the  char- 
ter would  be.  at;  their  discretion,  an<(  oti  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  respectire  States.  Indeed,  }t 
would  occasion,  such  a  competition  between  the 
diiereot  States  and  theXTaited  States^  in  cendoet- 
inglheir^espeotive  revenues,  as  might  be  incda- 
▼enient. 

He  did  pot  mean  te  depreciate  the  State  banks ; 
many  of  them  are  worthy  of  the  hip^hest  confi- 
denee,  as  far  as  their  power  and  operations  estaid ; 
but  surely  it  will  not  be  said  that  aU  of  them  ate 
so.  The  paper  of  some  of  them  is  weH  known 
to  have  depreciated;  the  paper  of  many  others 
ia  outreni,  btU  to  a'  small'  distance^  they  will 
not  carry  many  of  the  members  of  this  Hou^e 
from  theip  homes  to  this  place ;  the  paper  X)i  none 
of  them  wiU  pass  throughout  the  United  ^States. 
'  Mc  F.  said;  there  had  been- an  unnsual  iiberty 
taken  on  this'  question  of  inlrodtfcing  party  epi* 
thets.  He  did  not  really  know  what  that  had  to 
do  with  the  question.  The  parties  connected 
with  all  banks  are  the  men  that  have  money  to, 
Test  in, them  for  their  own  profit  and  ftt  their  own 
risk,  and  those  who  have  credit,  on  which  they 
receiye  accommodations  from  the  bank ;  and  there 
is  a  third  party,  who  have  neither  moneynor  crei> 
dit,  and  who  have  no  interest  in  banks  farther 
than  the  accommodations  received-  fi;om  them 
iometimes  enable  their  employers  to  pay  Ikeir 


wages  the  more  promptly.  Yon  may  call  tkeao 
parties  Federalists,  Republicans,  Aristocrats,  or 
what  yo\i  please,  but  those  wh<^  have  the  oaost 
money  and  are  the  greatest  stockholders  will  erea* 
tually  have  the  direction  of  the  banks,  nod  those 
who  have  the  greatest jcriedit  will  obuin^h»lai|^ 
accommodations.  We  know  of*  some  Wnks  in- 
stituted by  one 'political  party,  which  haa  come 
under  the  direction^  of  another ;  they  parelMae  the 
stock  in  market;  We  find  indeed  great  eppoii- 
tion  to  the  rene^l  of  the  charter  of  this  bank, 
but  noca  sin^e  charge  of  ,miscondiici,exeept  the 
allc^d  appointment  of  two  imprefper  dir^tota  ta 
a  distant  branch.  Surely  the  bill  might  he  so 
kmended  as  to  give  reasooat^le  siecnricy  ngainit 
such  appointments.  Hk  was  bet  little  ac^tiaiated 
wiihthe  branches)  btjit  he  had  heard  no  eecapleait 
against  the  direction  of  <ihe pother  bank,  and  wet 
well  assurrd  that  the  RepubHeans  of  PhiladelpUa 
had  as  liberal  accommojdations,and  that  as  vaaeh 
.of  much  of  their  paper  was  discoonted  there  ak 
in  any  other  bank,  which,  if  the  charter  is  not  re- 
newed,, they  mast  then  redeem.  . 
'  Congress  is  vested  with  the  power  of  reeetriag 
money  On  loans,  and  consequently  of  proTtdin| 
the  best  method  of  proeoring  loans ;  and  it  is  mi* 
versaliy  adhiiued  that  banks  are'the  best  sooices 
from  which  lo  r^ceiYe  loans,  wilhoot  delay,  with- 
out difficulty,  and  at  moderate  interest,  and  lor 
no  longer  time  than  the  loan  is  necessary.  In  the 
early  stages  of  our  Government  our  revenue  was 
smaU,  and  oar  debts  and  ezpenaes  great.  Inaddi* 
tion  to  these  we  iQon  became  involved  i^  m  ted- 
ious, very  expensive  Indian  war.  Itcootiaaedfive 
years.  -  Dnriag  this  period  numarous-  Joans  weri 
made  from  the  bank,  till  more  than  threo'^&fihs  of 
the  wb6le  capitaLwas  loaned  t'otheGk>remmeatat 
common  interest,  payable  a^  diseretioa.  Another 
crisisof difficulty andexpeose arrived, vis:  hostil- 
ities with  France.  Mooey  was  wanted ;  the  hank 
could  advance  no  more;  it  bad  already  loaned  toe 
muchk  '  The  Qovernment  was- obliged  to  open 
books  for  a  Joan  at  eight  per  cent.  Interest,  irre- 
deemable for  ten  years ;  but  few  years  had  passed 
before  modey  could  havebeen  borrowed  at  a  re- 
duped  interest  for  its  discharge;  nay,  bat  a  few 
yeatshdd  passed  till  it  could  have  beeji  diacharged 
at  the  Treasury,4f  it  had  Wn  redeemable;  aradi 
of  it,  as  well  as  bank  and  oUier  stock,  tpa*  sold  to 
purchasers  in  Britain  aod  Holland.. 

It  is  believed  by  inany,  that  a  loan  might  he 
made. to  a  large  amount  now  on  better  terms; 
bot  when  he  considered  the  great  drain  of  apeeie 
from  the  country. during  the  last  year,  the  ksnes 
in  Europe  and  the. upusually  small  amoont  of 
specie  imporfed,  or  that  was  m  the  vaolis  Af  tlie 
different,  baaks^  he  thought  there*  was  lutk  en- 
couragement to  try  the.  experiment.  Sneh  loans 
must  be  of  n  monev  that  wonki  pajM  tkroaghooc- 
the  United  States  for  all  paynfients. 

^r.  F.  said,^that  havings  entered  more  largely 
on  a  former  occhsion  into  this  ^question,  he  dfid 
not  intend  to.detain  the  House  now.  He  bad,  as 
much  as  he  could,  avoided  repeating  what  be 
had  formerly  or  what  others  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question  had  expressed.    He  had,  thfuefort, 
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avoided  meDtroning  the  paMte  and  pri?ate  dis* 
tress  that  must  result  from  the  immediate  disso- 
iotioii  of  this  iMink.  Even  admitting  that  the 
specie  stock  purchased  by  foreigners,  believed  to 
amount  to  ^,000,000,  sho^ild  not  be  immediately 
Mfnoved  from  the  country,  yet  it  would  be  divert- 
ed from  its  accustomed  uses ;  and,  instead  of  giv- 
hig^  relief  as  at  present,  might  speculate  upon  our 
disiressm.'  He  believed,  that  suddenly  calling 
1(15,000,000  of  current  medium  out  of  the  usual  cir- 
eobiioo  could  not  avoid  in  any  country  being  the' 
cause  of  at  least  a  great  proportion  of  bothpublie 
and  private  distress.  Therefore,  he  could  not  by 
his  vote  support  the  measure.  It  will  have  other 
locoDveniences,  which  have  not  been  mentioned. 
When  the  bank  winds  up  its  business  and  makes 
ft  transfer  to  trosttes,  it  is  not  b]r  charter  obliged 
to  call  in  its  notes  from  a  circulation  that  is  widely 
extended  throBghout  the  United  States.  The 
kolders  indeed  will  have  their  remedy  at  law 
against  the  trust,  but  this  may  be  a  tedious  and 
hicoQvenient  remedy  for  many  note  holders. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  more  than  one  ihember, 
diat  the  institution  of  the  bank  was  the  founda- 
tion or  source  of  the  patty  spirit  that  has  unhap- 
pily prevailed  in  this  country.  He  wished,  be^ 
fore  lie  sa|  down,  to  corHect  this  mistake,  passing 
w^t  prevailed  before  th«  Gkivemment  took  place. 
Ir  was  the  funding  system,  in  the  manner  it  was 
eondmcted  and  the  extent  to  which  it  was  carried, 
ftfttl  ^he^oos^uent  speculations,  that  was  the 
sonree  of  that  unhappy  party  spirit;  but  especially 
the  assumptions  of  the  £ftate  debts  before  they 
were  liquidated  or  rhe  amount  known,  and  which, 
after  'having  been  once  rejected^  was  carried  by  i' 
very  small  majority ;  as  a  fund  for  this  debt,  the 
excfse  and  other  unpopular  internal  taxes  became 
lieoessary.  It  is  well  known 'that  about  1 3,500,000 
of  this  assumption  is  yet  due  to  the  United'Btates 
ttota  the  States  that  were  paid -that  much  more 
than  enough,  and  which  no  method  has  b<^en,  nor 
probably  can  be  found,  to  recover.  Unfortunately, 
almost  every  session  some  measures  are  so  cpn- 
dticted  as  to  k<^p  alive,  if  not  promote,  that  ruin- 
ods  party  spirit  by  which -our  national  character 
is  degraded,  and  our  measures  embarrassed.  He 
questioned  much,  if  rejecting  the  bill  without 
attempting  to  amend  it,  is  calculated  to  allay  that 
unhappy  party  spirit. 

When  Mr.  F.  had  cdbcloded,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjouro,  and  carried,  54  to  51. 


TuBSPAT.  ^uary  22. 
A  tnesMgeirom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tba  Senate  have  plwsed  two  bills,' entitled  as 
fiHoWs:  "An  act  concerning  the  communication 
by  water  along  the  Nortbern  confines  of  the  Uoi- 
fed  Slater,  and  for  other  purposes  f  and  **An  act 
to  incorporate  th»  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown  ;** 
to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  SufLiE  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 

of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

laatrueting  their  Senators  aud  requesting  their 

Hl#pffesentatives  in  the  Congrass  of  the  Uoited 

lUhCoM.SdSfifS.— 23 


States,  *<  to  use  every  exert ioi^  in  their  power  to 
prevent  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  from  being  renewed,  or  any  other  bank 
from  being  chartered  by  Congress,  designed  to 
have  operation  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
State,  without  first  having  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  such  State ;"  which  was 
read,, and  ordefed  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

In  .the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsyltfoma* 

The  peoj^le  of  the  United  SUtea,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Conttitation,  established  a  Genend  Gov* 
ernment  for  special  purposes,  reserving  to  themselve% 
respectively,  the  rights  and  authorities  not  delegated 
in  that  fnstriiment.  To  the  compact  thereby  created^ 
each  State  acceded,  in  its  character  ts  a  State,  and  is  a 
party ;  the  United  States  forming,  as  to  it,  the  other 
party.  The  act  of  union,  thus  entered  into,  being,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  treaty  between  sovereign 
States.  The  General  Governftient,  by  this  treaty,  was 
Hot  constituted  the  exclusive  or  fSnial  Judge  of  the 
powers  it  was  to  exercise ;  for  if  it  were  so  to  judge, 
then  its  judgment,  and  not  t&e  Constitution,  would  be 
the  Boeaeum  of  its  authority. 

Should  the  General  Gerefilmeat,  in  any  of  its  de- 
partments, viebte  the  piuvisioos  of  the  GoustitQtioa^ 
it  lestr  with,  the  SUtes  and  with  the  people,  to  apply 
suitable  renedies. 

With  these  impressions,  tlie  Lcipwlatuipe  of  Penosyl- 
v^nia,  ev^  soUoit^Mis  to  i;^cure.an  administration  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Govern menta^  conibrmably  to  the 
true  spirit  of  their  respective  coustitations,  feel  it  their 
duty  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  an  important 
lubje^t  now  before  Congress,  vi^: :  the  continuance  or 
establishment  of  a  bank.  From  a  careful  review  of 
the  powers  vested  in.  the  General  Government,  they 
have  the  most  positive  conviction,  that  the  authority  to 
jl^rant  chs^rters  of  incorporation,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  State,  without  the  consent  thereof,  is  not  recog- 
nised in  that'  iiMtrumenI,  either  expressly,  or  by  any 
warraatabte  in^pHcatkm :  Therefore,  ' 

Jtesobfed  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Represent^' 
Oms^^ftke  Qsmmimufealtk  of  Penmsyivama,  in  Otn- 
eml  Assembly  met.  That  the  Senators  ef  this  Stale,  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed,  and  the  Representatives  of  this  States  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are^  requested  to  use  every  exertion  in  dieif 
power  to  prevent  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted'States  (h>m  being  renewed,  6r  any  other  bank  fiom 
being  chartered  by  Congress,  designed  to  have  opera- 
tloit  withid  the  jurisdiction  of  any  'State,  without  first 
having  obtsoned  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  such 
State. 

Resohed,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  and 
resolution  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  tiiis  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

BANK  OF  TH£  UNITED  STATE& 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement yet  under  consideratioh. 

Mr.  McKiM.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject  now 
uiHlerdiacttaBioii  involves  an  important  Constitu- 
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tional  prinetple,  which  presentfi  to  my  mind  an 
ilifcuperable  objeetion  to  tb«  passage  of  the  bill. 
]^  13  m>t,  however,  my  thtention  to  enter  on  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  Constilatiooal  principle  which  has 
a  bearing  on  the  bill.  That  part  of  the  subject 
has  been  ably  and  critically  discussed  by  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Portbb,)  and 
by  other  gentlemen,  who  have  ^keo  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question.  On  this  part  of  the 
subject,  sir,  I  will  only  observe,  that  a  former 
Congress  hating  decided  the  Constitntronal  ques- 
tion for  themselves^  by  passjng  the  law  to  incor- 
pofate  the  bank  \  the  tribunals  of  the  nation  hav- 
rag  sanctioned  it,  as  it  respected  themselves;  or 
the  several  States  having,  without  rebeMion,  but 
not  without  murmuring  and  cotn plaint,  J|cqiii- 
esced  in  such  decision,  cannot  quiet  my  conscience, 
nor  satisfy  my  mind  on  the  subject.  The  ques-r 
t!on  now  recurs ;  I  have  to  act  on  it,  and  I  must 
decide  it  for  myself. 

I  will  now  endeavor,  sir,  to  submit  to  the  House 
a.  few  desultory  observations,  which  have  for  their 
object  to  explain  some  of  the  practical  operations 
of  the  banking  business ;  to  show,  th«  probable 
effect  of  the  dissolution  of.  the  bank  charter,  and 
ta  answer  some  objaetione  which  have  been 
raised  against  its  being  suffered  to  expire^      .    , 

It  has  been  iirged,  as  a  iDotive  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter,  that  the  concerns  of  the  bank  have 
been  conducted  wkh.  impartiality  to  persomr'  of 
different  political  opinions.  In  answer  to  this,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  part  of  a  speech,  said  to  be  de- 
livered on  the  Boor  of  this  Hodse,  and  repotted 
in  one  of  our  public  papers ;  and  also  a  letter, 
ft-om  a  gentleman  in  Baltimore,  to  whom  the 
speech  alluded :  "  It  had  been  asserted,  (says  his 
^  speech,)  during  the  last  winter,  that  the  branch 
'  tntnk  in  Baltimore  had  accommodated  oi^lyx)ne 
'  murticttlar  cla»of  politicalgentlemen.  ile(Mr« 
'  Stamlbt)  had  it  from  yood  auihorit|r,  that  a 
'  distinguished  Repsrblisan  house  in  Baltimore,  of 
'  which  a  member  of  the  Senate  was  partner,  bad 
'  obtained  a  greater  portioQ  of  discounts  than  any 
'  other  merchants  in  that  place.'' 

Hie  letter  to  which  I  alluded,  is  in  the  jfbllow- 
iagwordst 

«  DxAE  Sib  :  Will  .you  Ivave  the  jntties  to  state  to 
the  House  of  RepresentativeBi  as  early  as  yon  hate  an 
opportonity,  and  in  direct  contradiction  o(  Uie  unfound- 
ed assertion  contained  in  the  enclosed,  thai  the  Repab- 
Ucan  house  in  Baltimore,  of  which  a  menrf^r  o/the 
Senate  is  a  partner,  has  received  but  two  ^tiscoonts 
iiom  the  branch  Bank  of  Baltimore,  to  wit :  one  of 
nineteen  hnndredandjizteei^dolUan  and  fifty^vaoeals, 
and  one  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars;  the  first  on  the< 
14th  of  April,  and  the  second  on  the  14|h  of  If  ay,  1798 ; 
although  the  transaetioBs  of  the  house  with  that  bank 
amount  to  nine  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dolla[r»  and  fifty  cents." 

[Here  Mr«  STAi(LST,explained«  Perhaps  it  had 
not  been  his  good  fortune  lo  be  understood  in 
the  remarks  which  he  presumed  were  alluded  to 
by  Mr-  M.'s  correspondent.  It  was  his  meaning) 
if  not  his  words,  that,  although  partiality  had 
been  charged  in  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of 
the  branch  bank  of  Baltimore,  he  had  been  in* 


formed  from  good  authority,  that  of  its  diseoants, 
more  than  one-half  had  been  obtained  by  gentle^ 
men  of  politics  opposite  to  those  of  the  bank; 
and  that,  in  the.mircfaase  of  bills  of  exchange^ 
this  bank  had  purcnased  a  larger  amonat  from  the 
house  alluded  to,  (Smith  and  Buchanan,)  thaa 
from  any  other  houae  in  Baltimore.] 

I  am  satis6ed,  said  Mr.  M.,  with  the  explaaar 
tion;  I  have  not  introduced  the  speech  and  iauer, 
so  much  to  support  my  argument  as  to  do  justice 
to  my  friend  ;  um  can  I  vouch  for  the  correciaeas 
of  the  report. 

It  has  been  stated  that  nineteen  or  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  ane  due  to  this  bank,  whose  char- 
ter is  Qotr  about  to  expire;  that,  if  the  charter  h 
not  renewed,  it  will  produce,  great  distress,  ami 
general  bankruptcy  will  ensue  ;  that  the  baak^in 
windiftg  up  its  concerns,  can  receive  nothing  hot 
specie,  which  will  eihajust  the  resources  of  the 
other  baorks  and  individuala,.  and  thereby  pro- 
duce 1^  result  the  most  disastrous  toibe  mereantile 
interesls'of  the  nation.  This  statement  is  incor- 
rect. By  the  returns  from  the  Treasury,  it  m^ 
pear?  that  no  more  than  ^1,3X8,024  was^lne  to 
thebaaki.and  that  the  bank  is  indebted  lotha 
publie^ad  to  individuab,  in  the  sum  of  9U.54S,- 
^StO:,  and  all  ihe  ofiaeu  it  had  against  the  heavy 
debt,  are  the.  above  sum,  due  from  diffiereut  Sipta 
banks,  of  «1,3I8,Q2A. 

Mr.  M.  illustrated  this  position  by  the  follow- 
ing detailed  statement  of  the  aeoount,  whidi  ha 
read  in  his  place: 
The  bank  owes  to  Qovernment  for 

deposites  -  --  *.  *  ^  92^93,362 
It  owts  to  indiyiduals  for  deposites  3^^ 
It  OW9S  for  its  notes  in  circulation        5^57 J378 

Total  amount  of  iud^bte  -  -  911,542,330 
Deduct  from,  the  amount  .of  debts 

due  by  the  bank,  its  only  offset.  -  1,318,084 
Leaving  a  net  balance  of  debts  dde 

from  the  bank,  of       ....   #10140^ 

This,  sir,  is  the  present  situation  of  the  expi- 
ring b^nk,  by  its  own  showrngl 

UentlenM^n  have  inyolred  this  subject  in  ob- 
scurity, by  supposing  the  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, held  by  the  bank  in  discounted  notes,  as  a 
debt  due  to  tne  bank.  Sip,  there  is  not  one  cent 
of  these, notes  d(9e,,eao^  a  small  sum  that  is  ia 
suit.  If  these  notes  wei'e  rea^y  due,  it  wooM 
materially  change  the  state  of  the  account.  It 
would  then  possess  .the  means  of  spreading  tet^ 
ror,  if  it  was  disposed  unnecessarily  so  to  do;  bat 
we  iBfist  tiake  the.  accoont  as.ic  bj  jind^f  we 
would  know  how  i^  stands  at  any  particaiariiaie, 
we  must  judgeof  it  as  we  do  ot  a  rase,  by  tiew- 
iag  both  sides  at  the  same  point  of-  time.  Jadg* 
ing  in  thia  way.  we  fkt/^  that  this  bank  now  owes 
a  net  haUnce  ot  y pwai:ds  of  ten  miiiioBS  of  dol- 
lars. 

Now,  sir,  I  would ^ask,  can  any  gentlemaa.be- 
lieve  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  hank,  thus 
heavily  indebted,  far  beyond  the  extent  of  its 
present  means,  to  spread  such  terror,  and  piodoef 
such  disicessi  as  has  been  suted,  when  it  is  da» 
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pfiy^i  of  the  public  and  privale  d«pp»iles,  of 
which  It  will  be  deprived}  whea  it  is  known  that 
the  charter  will  not  be  renewed  ?  . Jt  is  true, 
that,  while  these  funds — the  debtit  owes*-*and  a 
coDliQuaoce  of  the  public  deposites,  are  sufrered 
ti>  r«inain  in  its  possession,  it  may  do  much  to 
create  distress ;  while  these  funds  are  in  its  haada, 
it  can  employ  the  whole  pecuniary  resources  of 
the  nation  to  coerce  other  banks  and  individuals 
into  iu  measures,  if  it  were  so  disposed. 

I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  |hat  I  do  not 
mean  to  sajr,  or  to  insiooate,  that  tbis  bai^  haii 
UDflecessarily^sed  coercion,  to  oreate  distress^  of 
lo  obtain  the  object  of  its  wi^-^-^a  renewal  of  its 
charter.  But  while  these  fanda  refioatn  in- its 
bands,  they. prodflce  this  effect.  They  rcinder  it 
a  saeasure  ot  prudenee  and  iieoessary  precauttoa 
ia  other  banks  not  to  issue  tbeir  paper,  to  aid  (be 
customers  of  tbiff  bank^  or  others  mdebtied  to  it, 
to  retire  their  note«^  and  this  operates  power* 
fully  on  my  raind.as  a  reason  for  urginr  a  apeedy 
decision  of  the  question.  I  an^  of  opinldoj  i^  this 
^oeacioa  is  settled,  let  it  be  detierminea  as.it  may, 
ik%t  all  the  difficuliy  and  distress  resuXcing  from 
tbe  probable  di^olution  of  the  charter  wijl  soon 
be  dissipated,  and  things^ then  resume  their  usual 
oo<|rse«  If  toe  oharter  Is  not  renew^^  the  ez- 
airiDg  bank  will  lose  its  power  of  holding  other 
banks  in  check,  by  the*  withdrawing  of  pvlMio^ 
and  private  dc^nositesJ  irhicb,  being  placed  ia 
other  banks,  will  inoreaae  their  means  of  giving 
aid  Co  thoee  who  have  paper  to  retire  from  the 
expiring  bank.  Thisbank  having  now  no  other 
than  its  own  aatiirai  means,  will  no  loDgef  be  an 
object  of  dread  to.  other  similar  iastitiMionip; 
tbey  may  bow  fraely  lend  their  aid  ^o  relieve  th^ 
distressed,  and  their  increased  meani^  will  be  a4e- 
qoat«  to  the  objects 

It  has  been  suggested  that  tbe  capital  of  tbis 
bank,  owned  in  Europe,  will  be  remitted  i|i  spe^ 
cie,  if  the  charter* is  suffered  to  expire ;  and  that 
aacb  a  drain  of  spaeie  wcTuld  be  severely  felt  by 
tka  banks,  at  this  distressing  time  in  our  com- 
mercial concerns.  There  is  no  necessity  for  re* 
mittiag  thia. capital  in  apeeie;  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve one  dollar  would  be  so  remitted,  bacansa  it 
will  not  be  the  interest  of  the  proprietors  that  it 
abouM*  Kxchange  is  low>  I  believe  bills  might 
be  purehaaed  at  7)  a  10  per  cent*  below  par;  and 
if  remitted  in  specie,  the  freight  and  insurance 
eoiUd  not  be  less  tbaa  &ve  per  cent«  A  remit- 
tance in  apecia  wopld  then  be  12^  a  15.  per  cent« 
kaa  iaToraUe  |han .  to  remit  in  hUls,  Men  are 
nsnally  governed  by  their  iniarest  in  traasactioas 
of  this  kind ;  and  I  do  believe  that  the  managers 
of  tbiA  atoel^  if  it  is  to  be  remitted  to  ^ropt, 
would  remit  it  as  otb^r  rentlemen  do,  iu  bilk. 
But  if  it.  must  be  remitted  in  specie,  it  is  pioba- 
able  there  is  some  unknown  causey  operating  .on 
femittances  generally,  that  gives  an  advantage  to 
remittances  in  specie  ;>and  if  this  be  the  case,  the 
^bole  amount  of  oar  imports  froQft  Europe  wiU 
probably  be  thus  remitted.  The  amount  of  our 
loaports  from  Eurooe,  aonuallv,  is  probably  not 
leaa  than  eijthty  millions  of  doUaf^  >  ai^l  if  specie 
nuist  be  shipped  off  to  pay  for  these  imports^  i( 


will  not  add  much- to  o^r. distress  to  let  the  bank 
capital  go  with  it ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  one 
dollar  will  not  be  shipped  to  pay  this  stock. 

It  has  been  stated  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
whom  I  do  not  now  see  in  hir  place,  (and  f  re- 
gret that  I  do  not,  that  I  might  be  corrected  if  I 
misstated  what  be  said,),  that  fourteen  millions 
of  dollars  wpuldbe  thrown  out  of  circulation  if 
the  ebarter.of  this  bank  wa^  suffered  to  expire; 
that  the-  bank  discounted  fourteen  millions  of  dol* 
lara ;  and,  th^efore,  mufst  h«te  issued  its  notes 
to  that  aaioupt  in  payment  for  the  discounted 
paper*  This  is  iaeprrect}  one-half  of  the  dia* 
counted  paper,  it  might  be  fairly  estimated,  waa 
of  what  is  deitominated  accommodation  notes; 
and  for.  this  portion  of  the  dtseonnted  paper  no 
money  goes  out  of  the  bank  after  the  first  re^ 
aewaC;  but,  on  the  contrary,  money  is  brought 
into  banit  io  this  par:t  of  the  business  to  pay  the 
interest,  or  discount,  oa  these  notes#  I  beg  leave 
to  explain  to  the  House  tha 'nature  of  what  ia 
termed  aoopnunodatioa  antes.  They  are  notes 
for  which  no  value  has  passed ;  they  are  given  by 
the  makef  of  tha  aote  U>  accommodate  the  re* 
ceiver  of  it,  on  an  understanding  between  theoii 
tbat,wlien  due^  it: will  be  taken  up  by  tbe  peiaon 
who  received  it;  and  discounu  on  this  kind  of 
paper  are  in ,  tha  naiare  of  a  permanent  loan,  so 
long  as  the  person  a<?commodated  reqaires,  or  aa 
it  may  be  convenient  /or  the. bank  to  continue  it^ 
the  note  being  renewed  fcvery  sixty  days,  and  the 
interest  paid  tbereon«  But  the  proposition  ta 
f quail y  incorrect  as -it  relatea  to  the  notes  dis- 
counted^ whieh  were  given  on  some  actual  tran* 
sacxion  in  business;  notes  are  not  issued  by  the 
bank  to  the  amoynt  of  tbe  real  paper  it  discounts; 
money  ia  constantly  conning  in  for  nates  that  fall 
due;  and,  in  the  course  cS*  tnlde,  it  frequently 
happens  t^bat  the  money  paid  in  one  week,  on  di$* 
opuoted  notes,  is.  the  next  week;"by  vitrious  wind* 
ings  and  change?,  again  in  bantk,  to  discoimt 
'mearly  a  like  amount.     > 

The  real  diminution  of  the  otrcnlating  mediae 
that  will  result  from  the  diieolntion  of  the  oharter 
will  be  ^yt  millions  of  dollars*  The  report  from 
the  Treasury,  laid  on  our  tables,  states  that  the 
bank  has  five  millions  of  dollars  of  its  notes  in 
circulation,  and  thesCi  of  coiirse,  will  be  paid  off 
and  destrojf ed  when  the  bank  ceases  to  act ;  and 
a8  i;  will  then  receive  no  more  deposites^  the 
means  of  other  banks  will  be  enlaiged ;  whereby 
they  may  is^e  an  increased  amount  of  notea, 
perhaps  neaijy  equal  to  the  extent  of  the  dimi* 
nution  that  will  result  from  the  decease  of  tba 
charter. 

I  will  repeat,  sir,  what  I  -before  said.  Wbea 
the  question  of  the  charter  is  settled,  the  difficnl- 
ties  and  distress  that  now  exbt  will  soon  ceas^ 
and  an  accommodating  disposition  will. then  take 
place;  the  expiring  bank  will  relinquish  its  pre* 
tensions  to  receive  nothin|^  but  specie  in  pay-« 
ment ;  it  will  see  the  necessity  of  receiving  pajr- 
ment  in  the  paper  of  other  banks  that  are  in 
credit ;  it  will  receive  payment  in  such  bills  as 
other  banks  and  individuals  receive  freely.  And 
why  wUl  it  do  this  whan  it  has  a  jrighl^  to  insist 
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on  specie?  Bec«rae(e  it  will  be  urged  to  do  so 
from  JDterest  and  necessity.  It  has  a  large  debt 
that  will  be  shortly  falling  due  from  its  custom- 
ers, and  how  will  they  be  able  to  pay  if  the  bank 
shall  draw  all  the  specie  into  its  vaults';  and  keep 
other  banks  in  check,  so  that  they  can  afford  nfo 
aid  to  its  customers  to  retire  their  notes  when 
they  fall  due.  *  Th9  specie  cannot  be  wanted  by 
the  expiring  bank.  Bvery  object  of  Winding  up, 
remitting,  and  paying  its  capital,  can  be  managed' 
to  equal  advantage  without  it;  and  will  this 
bank,  without  a  nrnitive,  and  in  opposition  to  its 
own  interest,  endeavor  to  produce'  distress  by 
thus  unnecessarily  drawfng  the  specie  into  its 
T«alts?  Certainly  it  will  not.-  'But  if  it  shouki 
act  so  unadvisedly,  who  is  to  be  the  greatest  suf*- 
ferer  ?  Wbor  has  a  greater  interest  than'  itself  in 
facilitating  the  payment  of  debts?  None  have  » 
greater  stake  at  hazard  than  this  bank,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  sav,  thai  none  will  be  more  disposed  to 
promote  the  general  convenience  and  prosperity 
than  it  will  be.  I  have  do  fears  of  this  spectre 
of  misery  and  distress  that  hks  been  artfullf 
conjured  up  to  alarm  us  into  a  renewal  of  the 
ebarter. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Key)  has  made 
an  eldqnent  displny  of  the  benefits  of  banking 
establishments  in  our  agriculiuraj  improvements. 
our  manufactures  and  ship  building;  and  that,  ir 
this  bank  was  put  down^  the  cfi^cis  would  be  se- 
verely felt  in  the  reduced  price  of  produce,  and 
in  our  improvemeats  generally. 

I  accord  most  heartily  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman as  to  the  benefit  of  banks  to  a  reasonable 
extent.  No  one  is  more  perfectly  convinced  of 
the  benefits  resulting  from  them  than  myself; 
but  I  deny  that  such  injurious  effects  would  be 
produced  bysufi^iping  this  charter  to  expire.  Is 
there  no  other  bank  but  this  one,-  founded  on  for- 
eign capi  lal,  and  lidm  in  littered  more  or  less  under 
foreign  infiuenoe,tbatcan  (irodqce  and  perpetuate 
these  benefitsr?  Surely  there  are  others  as  caj)a^ 
pable,  and  as  much  to  be  relied  on  as  this.  The 
capital  of  this  bank  forms  but  a  small,  portion  of 
the  aggregate  bank  capital  of  the  nation,  and  \{ 
its  charter  should  expire,  the  benefits  mentioned 
will  not  be  lost.  No  specie  will  be  destroyed,  or 
sent  out  of  the  couatrv  byits  tlissolution.  Spe- 
cie is  the  basis  of  bank  Capital,  and  if  we  have 
specie  to  meet  them,  we  can  easily  make  bank 
notes  enough  without  the  aid  of. thii^  bank.  The 
bank  not^s  that  will  be  thrown  out  of  circulation 
are  all  that  will  be  lost  by  the  dissoluti6n  of  the 
charter ;  and  if  we  have  specie,  we  ean  soon  sup*- 
ply  their  place.  There  is  no  scarcity  of  paper 
among  us. 

'  The  charter  of  this  bank  was  granted  for  a  lim- 
ited time ;  the  privileges  and  immunities  it  grant- 
ed were  great.  The  interest  it  yielded  on  its 
capital,  and  its  credit,  are  liberal ;  and  the  increas- 
ed talue  the  charter  gave  to  its  stock  was  great. 
This  stock,  originally  only  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
aooti  became  worth  fourteen  millions  under  th^ 
charter;  the  company  have  enjoyed  these  bene- 
fits in  the  fullest  extent,  without  molestation ; 
Ibeir  chartered  rights  have  not  been  infringed  or 


violated ;  and  the  charter  is  now  about  to  exnira 
by  its  own  limitation.  And  this  valuable  ioher- 
itanee  of  benefits  about  to  descend,  with  the  deitb 
of  the  charter,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
it  will  become  their  joint  property.  AboutseTen- 
tenths  of  the  present  stockholders  are  foreigners; 
and,  shall  we,  the  guardians  of  the  rights  aod  io- 
terestsof  the  American  people,  perpetuate  tbeie 
benefits  to  foreigners,  by  a  renewal  of  the  cbtrtef 
to  them,  in  preference  to  those  whose  intereMi 
we  have  beeir  chosen  to  protect  7  Persons  oa- 
connected  with  the  public  busioess  might,  per- 
haps, wink  at  such  an  act;  bat  if  we,  in  oarrep- 
res^ntatlYe capacity,  should  do  it,  will  it  ootbeto 
record  our  infamy? 

Under  these  impressions,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  an 
prepared  to  give  my  vote  for  an  indefinite  port- 
ponement  of  the  bill.  Bat,  if  the  section  stricken 
out  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  shall  bt  reia- 
stated,  and  the  bill  shall  come  to  a  fioai  rote,  I 
must  record  my  name  against  itn  passage. 

Mr.  GoLO.— Mr.  Speaker,  although  tbiiqofi- 
tioa  has  long  eagrbssed  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  I  mu^t  ask. the  indulgence  of  the  Home 
to  the  obaervatk)ns  I  may  offer.  I  will  net  tret- 
pass  on  your  patience.  ' 

The  question  of  expediency;  togethermih 
various  extrinsic  topics,  i  pass  by  unnoliceilj  oi 
ihese  let. the  judgment  antl  not  the  feeliaflsof  tne 
House^  which  have  been  so  nAuch  adrfrewefl 
through  €x parte  statenents  aod  soggesiioDS,  «• 
termiYie.  .     i  «i 

On  the  great  Constitutional  question,  wvoijfijl 
by  the  bill  on  your  table,  ic  is  the  fruit  of  ©yow 
refleetfoos-T-it  is  my  d€,ep  conviction,  thai  iw 
agency  of  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the  adfflifli««rt- 
tion  ^  4he  ^naaees  of  tlws  country;  that  U  » 
eminently  necessary  to  the  great  exigeocies« 
war.  This  is  the  test;  on  this  pivot  rests tw 
question.  In'  oomiog  to  the  coiielasioB  I  w^ 
sir,  I  disclaim  the  doctrine  of  implication  of  po*' 
ers— of  constructive  poWers-r-noW  rewefen  w 
odious-,  and  so  unjustly  imputed  to  *^  ^.  j 
maintain  the  oonstitutionality  of*  this  ^"'j 
ask  only  the  application  of  a  plain  siiapwru'^ 
which  is  as  ol(|  as  first  prioclfles;  wexteodtf  » 
its  operation  as  the  empire  of  law>to  be  foBW» 
all  codes;  applicable  to  all  instrumeots,  ««*^*f 
conventions  between  States  as  to  Ike  coatrtctsw 
individuals.  ^*i- 

Jt  is,  that  with  the  end  i»  g»^«nt  JW«P"J°|^ 
given,  the  means ;  that,  with  the  expraw  P<>^ 
given  to  this  aovermnent,tsalsogiren  w*"^' 
necesKary  to  carry  the  Ooverrtment  into  soece^j 
fui  operation-*aof  merely  to  move  the  ^'•^  j. 
to  give  an  effeetual  impulse,  necessary  to  tie 
igenciee  of  the  country.  Wheti  fe" ***?**  nr*^ 
vcy  the  extended  Department  of  c^^fT'^^S 
the  wide  theatre  of  the  public  «»P«"^"".''' S^uy 
mensurate  wHh  the  United  State^J  ^^IxTil 
transmi8sk>n  of  moneys  (to satisfy  th« P^y'L^f 
mand)in  eveiy  direction,  to  «be  farthest  iimiv»  ^ 
the  Union  ;  to  the  frontiers;  to  yoar  ^"^^*  '- 
places  v^ith  which  there  is  no  cwnn^^JJf'  ^ 
which  bills  of  exchange  cannot  be  P*>«f »"?;;  ^ 
they  avoid  teeing  the  T/easa  fv  inX^*^ 
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iiCmcsc  embarrassmeot  by  withdrawing  tlie  aid  of 
m  banking  in«titQiioD?  Such  embarratsineDt.  to 
ray  mind,  is  toeTitable. 

But,  sir,  if  doubts  could  eziM  as  appHclible  to 
a  sitate  of  peace  in  the  great  and  trying  emiergeti- 
eiee  of  war,  there  ix  not,  I  dtft  hope,  room  far  di- 
versity of  opinion ;  the  necessity  of  the  instita- 
tion,  in  tny  eonoepiion,  is  eminent^ is  indispensa- 
ble. Money  is  the  sinew  of  war;  for  want  of  it, 
to  satisfy  a  needy,  discontented  army,  the  most 
important  operatioDs  of  a  campaiga  have  been 
arrested,  ancf  the  most  disastrous  resn Its  produced. 
Our  own  country,  sir,  the  patriotic  army  of  the 
ReFoIurioD;  and'one  more  patriotic,' I  fear,  we 
shall  never  see,  furoifihed  one  if  not  more  instan- 
ces of  discontent  and  actuah  mutiny,  fdr  want  of 
pay,  (for  want  of  that  which  thisiosiitution  could 
so  promptly  furnish^)  which  was  not  appeased 
withont  resort  to  military  execution. . 

However  pacific  in  its  policy^  let  no  nation 
promise  itsdt  continued  exemption  from  war; 
hiscorygiTes  no  assurances  of  this  kind  ;  nowise 
Oorernment,  in  its  policy  aniT  institutions,  ever 
lost  sight  of  a  state  of  war.  Ii)  case  of  internal 
dissensions,  in  public  convulsions,  the  prompt  aid 
of  a  bank  may  \)e  equally  necessary.  It  is  the 
ohservation  of  a  dtstingoished  writer,  who  liad 
veil  considered  the  events  of  the  Revolution,  that 
the  independence  of  this  eoantry  wis.  in  no 
small  degree,  indebted  to  the  Bank  ot  North 
Ana  erica.  .      ■  ^       • 

Bat,  it  is  said,  that  the  best  resort  of  Govern- 
ment is  to  the  piirseof  indrvidiials,that  thissooroe 
w'di  be  found  abundant*  It  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  on 
paUlic  emergencies,  in  times  of  public  convulsion, 
under  the  severe  presstrre  of  war,  when  ready' 
supplies  of  money  becorne  indispensable  to  Qov- 
eraiuent,  aiid  it  is  at  such' a  period  thht  alarms 
spread,  and  distrust  serzes  on  the  eotnmi»nity ;  it 
is  tben  that  the*  moneyed  man  withdrawn  nim- 
self,  places  his  cash  in  a  strong  lox.nnd,  not  un- 
frequently  commiu  it  lo  the  ear^,  beyond  the 
reach  of  Government.  We  hare  no  power  of 
drawing  the  Jew's  teeth;  no  resource  in  a  forced 
loan. 

la  the  course  of  debute,  on  rhis  bill,'  it  fs  not  a 
little  amusing  to  observe  the  desperate  efforts,  the 
contradictions,  and  inconsistencies,  which  gentle- 
men, in  their  zeal^  fall  into.  Atone  moment  it  is 
most  strenuously  insisted,.that.nothiqgshortof  an 
express  provision,  in  the  Constitution,  to  -create 
corporations,  can  warrant  the  estabiisjiment  of  a 
bank ;  the  next  moment  it  is  admitted,  and  strange, 
indeed,  had  it  been  denied,  that,  if  a  bank  be  a 
necesbary  o^ean  for  the  execution  of  the  delegated 
|»ower8  of  the  Govemntent,  then  must  it  be  Con- 
stitutional. 

The  most  frnitful  source  of  error.  Mr.  Speaker, 
is  in  the  palpable  misinterpretation  of  the  term 
^necessary"  in  the  Constitution ;  it  has  been  re- 
iterated again  and  again  under  this  head  of  the 
argument,  that  a  mean  to  be  necessary,  must  be 
aMoluteiy,  indispensably  so,  without  which  the 
operations  of  the  Government  would  be  arrested. 
Now,  sir,  all  this  is  contrary  to  the  sense  in  which 
tliat  adjective  is  used  bf  the  most  approved  wri- 


ters, and  ia  direct  violatton  of  the  elementarr 
principles  of  bur  language.  If  gentlemen  will 
take  tne  trouble,  and  I  invite  them  ro  do  it,  to  re* 
cur  to  the  best  writers  and  philologists,  they  will 
find  the  term  used  in  a  sense  implying  only  what 
i$  needful,  or  requisite,  and  not  what  is  extremelf 
so,  or  indispensable;  and  why,  sir,  should  it  be 
extended  beyond  the  above  limits?  Is  it  notaa 
adjective  of  comparison — ^for  the  argument  has 
carried  tis  bkck  td  the  schools  ?  Is  it  not  in  every 
day's  use,  and  correctly  so,  that  one  thing  is  *^n^ 
eessary,"  another  niore  so,  and  a  third  indispen- 
sably so?  Have  we  not  seen  here,  upon  tbb 
floor,  a  member  rise,  and  call  for  the  order  of  the 
day  on  a  biif"  necessary"  16  be  acted  on ;  another 
member  call  for  one  more  necessary,  and  a  third 
for  ode  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary? 
And  yet,  sir,  gentlemen  continue  to  urge  upoa 
n^,  that  '.^  necessary,"  in  its  positive,  oncomjwred 
state,  Imports  the  superlative — means  indispensa- 
ble. Such  arguments,  sir,  not  only  prostrate  the 
bank,  but  subvert  the  vei'y  foundation  of  laa- 

fuage.  Again,  sir,  it  Is  sstd  that  no  mean  is  given 
y  the  Constitution,  if  the  operations  of  Gk>verD- 
meat  can  possibly  be  carried  on- without  it.  Is 
this  dishonor  to  be  done  sir.  to  the  memories  of 
those  wise  men  who  framed  Our  excellent  Coo- 
stitntion?  Was  it'the  height  of  their  high  am- 
bition,.the  fruit  of  all  th^ir '  labors,  to  give  the 
country  a  limping,  halting  Government,  to  move 
with  a  snail's  pace,  to  give  to  the  wheels  an  iiife- 
nukej  the  least  possible,  competent  to  move  themt 
Upon  this  argament,  sir.  tne  Government  itself 
ought  not  to  liave  been  established  at  all,  as  wLUi- 
out  it  the^ country  might  have  subsisted;  we 
might,  probably,  have  defended  our  territory  and 
retained  our  liberties,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
peripd  ;  we  itfight  have  moved  op  and  down^and 
consumed  the  acorns  of  our  forests.  A  higher 
ambition  moved  the  worthies  who. laid  the  foun- 
dations of  this  goodly  fabric  of  <jk>vernmenC; 
a^  I  will  not  hesitate  to  honor  them  so  much  as 
to  say  that  they  intended  to  give  to  the  Union  a 
Government  for  attaining  the  highest  degree  of 
political  prosperity  of  which  the  condition  of  the 
States  and  the  nature  of  a  Federative  compact  is 
susceptible.  Such,  sir,  in  my  apprehension,  was 
the  object  of  the  Constitution,  and,  I  b^  leave  to 
add,  that  this  object  may  be  carried  into  e^et 
withoiit  touching  the -rights,  the  interests,  or  hap- 
piness, of  those  States.  Nay,  sir,  the  best  inter- 
ests or  each  and  every  State  in  the  Union  impe- 
riously demands  of  Congress,  in  despite  of  all  the 
covert  movements  of  State  banks  and  Stale  pol- 
iticians, itKlependeatly  to  carry  into  effect  the  bill 
on  your  table.  Let  us  not,  sir,  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  quarter  from  whence  danger  threatens,  to  the 
interests  and  ambition  of  States,  who,  assomio|^ 
a  control  or  influence  over  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  Would,  in  effect,  dictate  to  vou  what 
course  you  are  to  pursue.  Here,  sir,  at  this  period, 
lies  the  danger  lo  the  Constitution.  We  are  ar- 
rived at  a  crisis  when  it  is  considered  almost  an 
iact  of  hardihood  to  vote  on  this<^uestion  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  wishes  of  the  State  to  which  a  mem- 
ber may  belong,  signified  by  a^resolatioa  of  ike 
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Legislature.  If  thi$  fofluence,  sir,  it  td  prey«il 
over  the  CouneiU  of  the  UDibn,  then  jDdeed,  are 
we  degraded,  our  sovereignty  lo4t,  and  all  the 
Weakneases  and  maladies  of  the  old  Confedera- 
lion  returned  again  upon  this  body  politic.  I- 
lepeat,  sir,  if  this  banjc  shall  fall^  it  whI  owe  its 
fate  to  the  baneful  iDfluence  of  individual  States, 
l^overned  by  their  own  baJikiog  iDteresl6,oyer.the 
Councils  of  the  Union. 

The  argument;  sir,  in  support  of  tJie  constitu- 
tionality  of  a  banking  institutiofli  as  a  mean  ne- 
cessary to  execute  the  Grovernment,  is  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  consideration  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Government  pverti>e  specified  sub- 
jects of  its  cognizance  is  sovereign.' 

Ib  the  division  of  power,  certain  snbjeots.  of 
legislation  remain  with  the  individual  States  for 
Iheirsole  and  sovereign  jurisdiction^  otb^r spe- 
cific subjects  are,  bjr  the  CoAsotution,  committed 
to  the  exclusive  cognizance  of  the  Government 
of  the  Union;  all  legislative  power  ovev  those 
subjects  is  not  onlygiven^to  CongresB,  but  ex^ 

Eressly  denied  to  the  States. .  Witli  these  plain 
tod-marks  befoire  him,  I  was  not  a  liule  sur- 
prised to  hear  my  honorable  eoneaguej(Mr.  Por- 
9£R,)in  a  speech  Qf  so  much  method  and  inaeno- 
ity,  contend  that  the  Qovernment  of  the  Union 
was  not  sovereurn.in  anything";  that  sovereignty 
was  to  be  ibtttid  alone  with  the  people.  .  To  the 
people,  sir,  we  always  bow  with  respect ;  it  is 
among  first  principles  that  all  power  dows  from 
the  people,  and  is  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit 
ABd  welfare;  the^people  are  the. legiti mite  source 
of.all  power,  ajKl.it  jui  (lom  them  the  Constitution 
is  derived:  hut,  sir,  the  moaient  the  Coastttutlon 
is  formed,  and  the  Government  establislied,  the 
original  sovereign  power  of  the  people  is  parked 
with ;  it  is  transferred  to  the  Government,  and 
all  interference  with  its  exe^iseis  lost,  except 
through  the  medium  Of  elections.  Need'  I  refer 
to  a  host  of  writers  on  civil  society  and  Gbver ^ 
ment  for  all  this  1  The  jesalt  is  inevitable,  that 
the  [powef  of  this  Qovernmem  over  the  objects 
apecifically  and  excUisiveiy  committed  to  its  jiK 
risdictlon^  is  full,  entire^  and  sovereign.  The 
principle  of  my  colleague  would  give  us  a  Gov- 
erament  of  men,  not  of  laws,  the  very  definition 
of  despotism.  This  view,  sir,  repels  the  ^rict, 
the  narrow,  meagre  rules  of  interpretation  which 
have  been 'applied  on  this  oeoaaion.  Another 
•  position  of  my  colleague  is  equally  unfounded. 
He  insists  that  the  Government  of  ibe  Union 
and  the  resip^^tive  States  have'  a  mixed  or  com- 
bined jurisdiction  ovpi*  the  same  subject-matter; 
and  hence  a  new  restriction  in  created  on  the 
power  of  Congress.  What,  sir!  js  the  power 
given  to  Congress,  and  the  means  to  execute  it 
reserved  to  the  States? — for  such  is  the  applica- 
tion and  consequence  of  the  argument. 

The  very  face  of  this  proposition  involves  con- 
tradiction and  inconsistency;  it  would  make 
the  Constitution  a  fdo  de  «e,  and  annihilate  the 
Government.  We  are  carried  back  again  into 
Bgypt ;  to  the  old  doctrine  of  dependence  and  re- 
quisition of  the  Confederation  upon  the  States. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  extent,  such  the  desperate  efforts 


of  argument  to  cut  down  the  powers  of  thisOo?- 
ernment  and  prostrate  this  institution. 

I  cannot,  sir,  pass  over  another  aigomeit 
against  the  bill  without  notice.  It  is  said  that 
the  banks  of  the  States  may  he  resorted  to  inibe 
administration  of  the  finances.  Here,  sir,  bj  this 
argument,  the  whole  question  of  coDstitUtiooaliiy 
is  given  up,  for  the  very  necessity  of  the  resort  to 
Stale  banks  maintains  the  agencv  of  a  btokas 
necessary  in  administering  the  Gioverameotj  it 
is  on  this,  pivot,  necessity,  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion turns,  tn  steering  clear  of  ScyUa  the  trgv- 
ment  is  lost  in  Charvbdis.  This  necessity  of 
bank  ageihcy  is  so  indispensable  to  the  Gorera* 
ment,  that  gentlemen  look  with  fear  asd  trem- 
bling upon  the  intermission  of  a  day  between  the 
escpiration  of  the  chapter  of  the  present  beak  and 
the  new  and  gladdening  reign  of  State  banks.  It 
has  been  stated  on  the  floor,  of  the  House,  that 
arrangements  are  already  making  with  Sute 
banks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Gtoverament 
Preparations  are  in  forwardness  for  cekbratiof 
the  nuptials  of  these  ^tate  damsels,' who,  widi 
little  modesty,  attend  in  the  ante-chamber  ogei 
to  rush  into  the  arms  of  Patronage  in  the  Treasury. 
Do  ye  not  discero  the  signs  of  the  times?  An 
the  policy,  the.  ce-operatton,  and  active  aore- 
ments  of  the  State  banks  not  seen  ?  Wbik  the 
United  States'  Bank  is  going  down,  doJrooBOt 
observe  Ibf  wreckers  hovering  on  the  coast? 
*  But,  sir,  this  great  question  of  constitutioaalit^ 
does/ not  depend  on  the  occasional  existeaeeor 
non-existence  of  banks  in  the  States,  bai  oa  the 
intrinsic  power,  given  hy  the  Conkituiioa,witt 
out  regard  to  the  extrinsic,  contingent,  aad  in- 
certain  co-operalion  of  Suta  Legislatures. 

What  the  ftiture  policy  of  the  respectiw  States 
would  be;  whether  Stale  banks  wouU  be  estab- 
lished, able  aad  willing  to  aid  this  Goreromeo^ 
and  safe  ^depositaries  for  the  rei^emie,  eooM  aot 
be  foreseen  by  the  fmmers  of  the  Codstitstna. 
Such  an  argument,  resdog  oa  such  esntia^* 
jcies,  would  at  one  period  make  a  thing  CoostMi- 
tional,  whieli  at  another  wouM  be  iioeoaitito- 
tional. 

To  alllhose  who  are  atetst  to  a  moltipudt' 
tion  of  banks  and  bank  stock,,  permit  netoab* 
serve,  that  the  Slates  stand  ready  to  fill  ^hv 
new  banks,  the  vatuum  or  space  left  on  the  expf 
ration  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  as  rapidlr** 
the  motion  of  fluids  under  the  principles  of  hr 
drauiics;  nay;  sir«  some  have  already  anticrpaiw 
the  etent  by  a  litter  of  benfci,  and  heace^sirjiw 
have  witnessed  the  struggle  of  a  parentis  alW* 
tion  to  protect  the  ofi^priog.  . 

It  only  remains,  sir,  for  me  to  call  the  ittciit«» 
of  the  House  to  the  past.  ^ 

It  is  now,twenty  years  that  this  bank  5"**^ 
in  operation,  inconstant  intercourse aodcorrc^ 
pondence  with  the  Government  ""<^*^r\"g 
revolutions  of  parties;  during  which  perioaw 
have  the  concurring  testimony  of  ail  t***^*  • 
in  the  Union  in  support  of  its  legitimacy,  <lwac 
ble  from  their  acquiescence  and  satisfaction ;  i^' 
sir,  after  the  agitation  excited  by  its  creation  a 
subsided,  I  have  not.  been  able  to  find  smoo;«^ 
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the  projects  for  ameodiog  the  CoostitQttoQj  that 
a  single  State' has  touched  the  poveer  that  crea* 
ted  this  bank.  No^  sir,  this  viper  id  our  bosom 
'to  use  the  impassioned  language  of  gentlemen 
n  opposition  to  the  bill)  has  lain  haftnless ;  harm- 
less, did  I  say?  like  a  good  genius  it  has  admin- 
istered to  our  wabts  and  promoted  our  welfare. 

Can  the  candid  mind  resist  the  conclusion,  that 
the  people  are  with  the  bank?  Sha)l  I  remind 
you,  sir.  that  this  institution  received  its  exist- 
ence from  the  hands  of  the  greatest  and  best  of 
men,  and  under  the  Presidency  and  with  the  en- 
tire  approbation  of  Washioj^ton ;  that  the  Con- 
stitutional question  was  ^lecided  at  a  period  aus- 
picious to  fair  inquiry;  at  a  period  when  party 
spirit  was  much  leds  virulent  and  destructive; 
'that  some  of  the  most  distinguished  supporters  of 
the  present  Administration  concurred  in  its  es- 
tablishment? Shall  this  que3Ux)n  of  constitu- 
tionality never  be  at  rest?  *  ' 

Mr.  JoBNsoN.— Mf.  Speaker:  1  had  determin- 
ed until  yesterday  to  be  silent  on  this  occasion, 
and  1  extremely  regret  the  necessity  which  has 
compelled  me  trespass  tlpon  the  exhausted  pa- 
tience of  the  House  upon  an  almost  exhausted 
subject.  I  am  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  strongest  sense ^f  duty  which  can  be  felt  by 
the  Representative  of  a  free  people — I  believe  it 
palpabl)[  unconstitutional  to  renew  the  charter, 
aDd,  if  it  were  Constitutional,  it.  is  inexpedient) 
and  improper. 

It  is  absolutelv  necessary. that  (he  House  and 
this  nation  should  understand  the  real  question 
before  u»--for  arguments  have  \)een  advanced 
tlpon  premises  which  do  not  exist,  and  remarks 
predicated  upon  a  case  which  is  not  embraced  by- 
the  bilL  This  makes  it  my  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tenfiOD  to  the  real  question,  that  we  may  not 
dwell  longer  upon  supposed  cases.  This  fs  not  a 
struggle  on  our  part  to  repeal  any  act  of  corpora- 
tion, or  to  deprive  any  citizen  of  any  vested  rights 
claimed  either  by  nature  or  by  anv  political  act ; 
but  an  exertion  in  favor  of  equal  jaws  and  equal 
justice  to  all  the  peoole  of /he  United  States, 
to  prevent  monopolies  frotn  being  given  io  a  mo- 
neyed aristocracy,  unknown  to  the  Constitution 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
subversive  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Twenty 
years  ago,  Congress  in  express  violation  of  the 
Constitution  incorporated  a  bank,  called  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States — to  continue  twenty  years, 
which  will  expire  the  third  of  March.,  It  was 
granted  by  those  principally  who  have  assumed 
the  name  of  ti'ederalists  ana  who  advocated  the 
incorporation  of  the  bank  as  Constitutional,  upon 
the  odioQs  doctrine  of  implied  powers ;  and  which 
Was  opposed  by  those  who  have  since  supported 
the  character  of  Republicans.  This  very  measure 
was  the  first  that  laid  the  foundation  for  the  two 
great  political  parties  who  have  since  that  period 
agitated  and  divided  this  country.  The  charter 
.  granted  in  1791  will  expire  the  third  of  March, 
and  the  stockholders  and  those  under  their  influ- 
ence have  petitioned  Congress  to  renew  the 
charter  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  more.    Will 


we  encourage  this  moneyed  aristocracy  and  con- 
tinue this  privileged  ordfer  in  the  bosom  of  our 
country  twenty  years  longer?  They  have  had  the 
exclusive  advantage  of  accumulating  wealth  and 
money  for  twenty  years,  and  they  are  not  satis- 
fied. They  wish  a  renewal  of  the  charter  for 
twenty  years  to  come.  Thus,  sir,  the  present 
Congress  have  before  them  the  same  questioi» 
which  was  determined  in  1791,  viz:  to  incorpor- 
ate the  stockholders  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
twenty  years  from  the  third  of  next  March.  We 
are  absolved  from  all  obligations  on  this  subject 
but  those  of  duty  to  the  people ;  the  question 
stands  on  its  original .me\rits  and  demerits;  for 
the  lapse  of  twenty  years  cannot  sanctify  a  breach 
in  the  Constitution,  nor  the -acquiescence  of  the 
people  make  that  expedient  and  proper,  whiQ.h  is 
hostile  to  liberty,  equality  and  justice.  Thus  ah- 
solyed  from  all  obligatioos  to  promote  this  insti- 
tution, from  such  considerations  as  have  been 
urged,  1  am  to  consult  the  good  of  the  people. 

First,  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  this 
bank,  and,  thereby  continue  in  existences  money- 
ed aristocracy  and  a  privileged  order  of  men.  is  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
that  ConstitQtion  of  union  which  binds  the  States 
together,  and  which  we  are  individually  bound 
to  support  by  a  solemn  appeal  to  heaven. 

It  cannot,  be  unpleasant  to  trace  back  td  its 
sourcethe  union  of  the  States.  It  brings  to  the 
patriot's  mind  the^vents  of  the  A'mericlin  Revo- 
iution.  It  was  in  this  fflorions  Revolution  thact 
the  union  of  the  States  bad  its  origin — at  a  time 
when  we  were  distracted  by  domestic  faction 
and  threatened  with  a  foreign  Power,  when  in 
fiot  we  were  invaded  by  a  British  army,  and 
our  political  existence  was  threatened.  Thus, 
while  General  Washington  was  at  the  head  of 
our  forces  io  tbe  North,  the  sages  in  Congress 
were  planning  articles  of  confederation  as  early 
as  Jnne,  1776.  Before  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence a  committee  composed  of  a  member 
from!  each  State  was  appointed  to  draw  up  arti- 
cles of  confederation  by  whicl^  the  States  should 
be  bound  to  each  other. 

These  Articles  of  Confederation  were  finallv 
adopted  by  all  the  States  in  1781.  Until  which 
time  Congress  was  the  Type  of  Union^  and  the 
rallying  point  for  the  States.  So  great  was  the 
influence  of  these  men  who  conducted  us  safe 
through  the  Revolution.  This  summary  will  give 
us  the  object^  of  the  union  of  the  States.  It 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  interfering  with  State 
rights — for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  laws  of 
credence,  and  the  laws  of  descents,  of  creating 
county  .court-houses  and  jails,  opening  State  and 
county  roads;  this  would  have  been  impossible; 
it  would  -have  been  an  assumption  of  power  de- 
structive to  every  principle  of  independence.  It 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  tor  the  great  and  mighty 
objects  of  common  security  from  foreign  enemies 
and  domestic  treason  and  insurrection  that  the 
Union  was  formed.  The  objects  of  the  Union  are 
confined  to  those  great  matters  of  the  Confederacy 
which  could  not  be  effected  by  a  single  State.  We 

should,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  4p^ those  ob- 
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jects  of  ibe  GoDrederacy,that  we  may  Dot  weaken 
the  bonds  of  the  Union  by  a  (isurpation  t)f  power 
not  given  to  us  by  the  Confederaiion^-a  union 
sacred  in  its  origin,  cemented  by  the  sufferings 
of  the  States,  strengthened  by  habit,  and  affecr 
tion,and  sacred  in  its  objects  of  common  security 
against  external  danger  and  internal  commotion. 
The  Articles  of  Confederation  being  the  first  writ- 
ten bond  of  union,  let  us  examine  the  system  and 
point  out  its  defects,  that  we  may  more  easily  t)ee 
why  the  Articlesof  Confederation  wereabandoned 
for  the  present  Federal  Constitution.  The  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  gave  to  the  old  Conjg^ress  the 
powers  enumerated  in  the  present  Constitution. 
The  objects  of  both  instruments  were  the  same, 
ihe  powers  principally  the  same,  but  different  in 
the  execution  of  those  powers.  The  powers  of 
confederation  were  Federal  in  extent,  and  Fed- 
eral in  their  operation.  The  resolves  of  Congress 
therefore,  under  the  Articlesof  ConfederatiDp^  had 
DO  other  force  than  recommendations  to  the  differ- 
ent States.  If  men'  were  wanting,  the  States 
were  required  to  furnish  theii-  quotas.  If  Con- 
gress wanted  money  for  the  great  objects  of  union 
they  could  lay  and  collect  do  tax ;  they  could- 
only  recomiDend  the  States  severally  to  fprnish 
the  requisition.  But  Congress  bad  do  power  to 
force  the  States  to  a  compliance.  And  the  States 
could,  as  many  of  them  did,  refuse  to  furnish  the 
requisition  of  men  and  money  demanded  by  Con- 
res8.  Thus  the  powers  of  the  United  States  were 
'ederal  in  extent  and  Federal  in  their  operation. 
The  old  Congress  had  no  Judiciary — because  that 
would  have  been  unnecessary,  as  their  resolvefi 
could  not  be  enforced  upon  the  States,  in  their 
aoverei^n  capacity j  or  upon  the  property  or  .per- 
sons of  individuals.  In  this  state  of  things,  when 
commerce  languished,  when  under  British  influ- 
ence we  were  engaged  in  a  bloody  Indian  war ; 
and  our  ports  and  frontiers  in  British  possession, 
and  the  States  refusing -to  furnish  men  and  money 
and  comply  in  all  things  with  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress, although  under  Constitutional  obligation 
to  do. so;  it  was  agreed  by  allthat'the  Articlesof 
Confederation  wanted  revision  and  amendment; 
the  States  sent  their  dei>atie8  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  more  perfect  instrumeut  of  union  be- 
tween the  States. .  This  was  a  great  and  a  delicate 
trust. 

Thus  the  present  Constitution  originated  from 
the  difects  of  the  Confederations-embracing  the 
same  great  ohieets  of  common  security  ;  and  .the 
powers  of  both  instruments  are  limited  and  Fed- 
eral. In  fact  they  s^re  both  a  grant  of  specified 
powers,  and  powers  not  granted  to  Congress  are 
reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  We  dis- 
cover the  same  objects  and  powers  in  the  two 
instruments  of  union;  differing  in  their  opera- 
tion upon  the  States  and  the  people.  ^  Congress 
has  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  to 
operate  upon  the  person  and  property  of  every 
individual  in  the  United  States  and  with  that 
view  Federal,  Judicial,  and  Executive  branches 
were  established  by  the  present  Constitution,  to 
carry  the  laws  into  effect,  and  to  appoint  officers 
to  collect  the  revenue.    Congress  has  a  right  to 


raise  an  army  from  the  body  of  the  people,  to^ 
to  force  a  draught  if  necesHary.  Whereas  the  old 
Congress,  under  the  Confederation,  had  tbenme 
right  to  require  men  and  money  for  the  objects  of 
tt]^  confederacy ;  but  these  requisition^  operated 
only  as  recommendations  to  i^e  States.  From 
this  statement  we  plainly  discover  theffreatand 
poly  radical  difference  between  the  Con^deiaiioB 
and  the  present  Constitution.  The  powers  now 
exercised  by  Congress  can  he  enforced  tipon  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  people.  This  opera- 
tion, and  carrying  into  effect  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress^ is  the  national  and  consolidating  prioeiple 
of  the  Constitution. 

Although  experience  had  proven  the  waot  of 
power  in  Congress  to  carry  into  effect  theieeiu- 
mate  objects  of  the  Confederation,  this  Datiooal 
or  consoUdatinff  principle  in  tire  Federsl  Coosii- 
tution  w<is  a  subject  of  alarm  and  solicitude  to  the 
frienids  of  liberty.  This  principle  was  the  fruit- 
ful source  of  the  most^bstinate  and  rational  ob- 
jeclipns  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion; and  it' was  with,  vast  difficulty  that  the 
States  adopted  it.  In  fact  it  was  adopted  under 
a  conviction  and  promise  that  amendments  would 
he  made,  which  would  leave  nothing  to  doubt  or 
implication — and  important  amendments  were 
ingrafted  accordingly  into  the  Constitution,  all 
tending  to  deraonstrate|  that  we  were  to  asunse 
no  power  by  implication,  btit  confine  ourseirei 
to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

To  prove  that  the  Constitution  should  be  tlroi 
construed,  I  need  only  advert  to  the  eighth  section 
of  the  first  article,  in  which  the  powers  piote^ 
to  Congress  are  spe<iificaUy  enumerated.tolayaDd 
collect  t^xe?,  to  oorrow  mooey,  to  regulate  com- 
merce, to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  ntiura^* 
tion,  to  coin  nK>ney,  to  constitute  courts  of  jut- 
tice ;  declare  war,  raise  armies,  to  call  kti^  'J« 
militia,  dbc.  And  to  the  tenth  section  of  the 
same  article,  wiiere  certain  powers  are  pwhib- 
ited  to  the  Slates,  which  had  been  prtriooslf 
vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  riz: 
nb  Siate^hall  enter  Into  any  treaty,  alliance  or 
cpnfederatiuD,  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  too 
reprisal,  coin  money,  emit  bilb  of  credit,  or  grant 
iTny  title  of  nobility,  nor  lay  imposts  or  duii«on 
imports  or  exports,  or  lay  duties  on  toQDage,ieep 
troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  or  engage 
in  war  unless  actually  invaded,  or  iosuch  daog^ 
as  will  not  admit  of  delay,  &c.— and  thenic'* 
fimeodment  in  these  worda:  "  The  cnuineraiioa 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights,  shall  notjj 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retninj** 
by  the  people;"  which  amendment  referred  to  tlie 
prohibitions  to  be  found  in  the  ninth  section  <>» 
the  first  article,  and  others  of  the  same  kind,  vix- 
«  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  besU5peDd- 

*  ed  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  o"" '"'[".Jl^} 

*  the  public  safety  may  require  it.    ^<i  ^"*-?* 

*  attainder  or  e:t  post  facto  law  to  be  passed,  wo 
'  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  export 

*  froiA  any  State.    No  money  shall  be  dw^i 

*  from  the  public  Treasury  except  in  «*?!^*^'..^ 

*  propriation  by  law.    No  title  of  nobilitf  «»•» 

*  be  granted,"  dbc.  And  inore  especially  tJie  tesw 
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amendoQeDt,  viz :  "^  The  powera  not  delegated  to 
'  the  Uoited  States  by  thetJoDstituiioo,  nor  pro- 
'  hibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
*  States,  respeciively,  or  to  the  people." 

The  parts  of  theCoosiitution  recited  prove  the 
pcsitioQ  taken,  that  the  CoDstitotioa  is  a  grant  of 
specified  powers;  that  we  can  exercise  do  power 
not  expressly  delegated  to  us  by  this  instrument; 
that  our  orbit  is  circti inscribed  by  the.  grants  of 
the  ConstiiatioD,  and  we  should  b^carelul  not  to 
usurp  authority  not  given  to  us.  The  exercise  of 
authority  not  delegated^  but  rieserved  to  the  States 
or  to  the.  people,  is  the  very  essence  of  coasolida- 
tioo,  which,  if  enforced  by  the  tibiied  Statei, 
would  lead  to  monarchy  or  a  despotism.  If  not 
enforced,  it  >^ould  convulse  the  whole  nation, 
and  we  should  see  the  people  <}uitting  their  daily 
avocations ;,  the  farmer  his  plough  \  the  mechanic 
his  shop,  to  remonstrate  against  a  tyrannical  exer- 
cise of  power.  This  we  have  seen  on  former  oc- 
casions, not  less  memorable  than  this,  arising 
from  the  same  doctrine  of  implication,  and'arising 
from  the  acu  of  the  very  same  se4  ol  men. 

The  harmony  of  the  otates  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed.   It  should  not  be  agitated  by^  the  breath 
of  discontenL    Its  value  is  more  precious  than 
gold  or  silver.    The  spirit  of  union  should  be 
cherished  by  us  all  in  words  and  in  actions.    Noth- 
ing will  produce  more  happy  effects  than  keep- 
iD|^  in  the  path  of  our  rightful  powers ;  other- 
wise you  generate  the  most  angry  passions  ai  the 
people;  you  surt  up  the  most  malignant  invec- 
tives—order will  he  disturbed  apxl  tranquillity 
will  be  interrupted.    To  produce-  these  unfortu- 
nate effects,  noining  can  contribute  more  than  to 
disregard  the  enumerated  powers  in  the  Consti- 
tution, and  exercise  ty ran nioai  powers  by  impU- 
catiou  or  under  some  general  phrase^  such  as  the 
^  general  welfare  ;'^  expressions  which  contain  no 
grant  of  power,  but  limited  and  explained  by  enu- 
merated authorities ;  by  which  construction  the 
power  of  Congress  would  be  arbitrary  and ;  un- 
limited, as  Congress  woitld  take  upon  themselves 
to  j  udge  what  measures  would  promote  this  ^eo*> 
eral  welfare.    I  wi^h  on  this  occasion  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  by  asserting  their 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  Union,  more  espe- 
cially since  in  ^his  House  its  sacredness  has  been 
profaned  in  a  manner  not  to  be  forgotten.    If  the 
people  of  the  West  and  beyond  the  mountains 
have  any  politfcal  idol,  it  is  tk|e  unionof  the  States. 
As  the  Bible  and   New  Testament  are  dear,  to 
every  Christian  and  true  believer,  as  the  basis  of 
his  happiness  here  ^nd  the  foundation  of  hi^  fo- 
ture  hopes,  so  the  Union  of  the  States  in  a  po- 
litic! point  of  view.is  considered  by  the  people 
as  the  surest  pledge  for  the  blessing  of  liberty  and 
the  security  we  enjoy,  and  the  ark  of  our  futui^e 
hopes  and  safety.    Their  unioD  is  never  profaned 
by  conversations  or  speculations  about  disunion. 
You  never  hear  disunion  mentioned  in  private 
circles,  much  less  in  public  bodies*    A  professor 
of  reliffion  to  deny  the  existence  of  an  ovepruliog 
Providence,  would  not  be  more  disigraced  in  the 
estimation  of  the  real  Christitin,  than  a  statesman 
would  be  disgraced,  politically,  by  even  doubting 


the  advantages  of  the  union  of  the  States.  The 
word  disunion,  as  applied  to  the  Slates,  would 
produce  aheart*rending  pang  in  the  bosom  of  a 
Western  patriot,  and  I  hope  it  would  throughout 
the  seventeen  United  States  and  their  territories. 
The  people  are  Republican,  and  tbeV  abhor  all 
measures  of  a  monarchrcal  tendency.  They  know 
the  United  States  have  been  governed  alternately 
by  the,  two  great  political  parties  in  this  country. 
They  have  a  regard  for  and  a  confidence  in  the 
Republican  party — this  regard  is  not  confined  to 
the  Western  States,  but  extended.to  every  part  of 
the  United  States.  They  believe  that  truth  and 
equal  justice  wiU  prevail,  where  the  opportunity 
ia  equal,  and  where  the  people  do  exercise  the 
power  of  sovereignty.  The  people  represent,  and 
in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  States  have  confidence 
in  every  part,  of  the  United  States.  As  a  people 
they  cherish  and  harbor  na  jealousy  about  large 
and  small  States,  of  commercial  monopolies;  ^c. 
Nor  are  jhey  thus  attached  to  the  Union  from  sel« 
fish  and  interested  motives — no,  sir,  their  attach- 
ment to  the  tJo ion ja rises  fropia  noble  and  gene- 
rous afiection,  a  pagnaoimons  and  disinterested 
display  of  patriotism,  and  love  of  independence. 
We  have  given  many  prpofs  ol  this.  At  a  time 
when  this  people  were  agitated  and  alarmed  at 
the  prospect  or  having  some  of  their  mos^  essen- 
tial rights  ini<»rrupted,  and  when  they  declared 
their  determination  to  support  tho9e  rights,  the 
gold  and  silver  of  Spain,  in  the  hands  of  Spanish 
emissaries,  eould  dpt  alienate  the  affections  of 
thif  people^  with  all  the  influence  of  arch  intrig- 
uers; and  the  treason  of  Aaron  Burr  bad  as  little 
effect  upon  the  minds  of  this  virtuous  and  happy 
-people.  Any  oth^r  attempt  would  he  as  vatn^ 
however  well  matured.  IJeel.the  consolation 
which  ariseji  froin  a  knowledge  that  I  represent 
in  part  such  a  people,  whose  affections  cannot  be 
estranged  from  the  great  American  family  by 
promises  of  future  greatness,  the  hopes  of  golden 
harvests,  or  the  expectations  of  governing  pro- 
vinces with  the  silver  mines  of  Mexico.  With 
these  sentiments^  I  am  now  to  exatnine  for  the 
•particular  paruof  the  Constitution  and  the  argo* 
m^nts  which  have  heeo  advanced  to  jiisiify  this 
measure.  It  is  not  contended  by  any  that  the 
power  of  incorporation  is  an  express  power  given 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  beyond  this  ten  miles, over  which  Congress 
has  exclusive  legislation.  If  then  this  power  is 
not  expressly  given,  I  tnigbt  here  stop  and  deny 
the  right  to  exercise  iu  So  far  from  Ending  any 
express  clause  In  the  Constitution  giving  this 
power,  the  word  corporation  or  bank  cannot  be 
found  in  any  part'of  this  instrument  of  our  Union* 
We  have  seen  the  exercise  of  great  abilities, 
and  we  have  been  entertained  with  great  research 
by  those  who  advocate  the  renewal  of  this  charter. 
But  unfortunately  these  gentlemen  cannol  agree 
among  themselves,  h  this  not  the  strongest 
proof  that  the  power  to  incorporate  this  bank  is 
not  giveor  by  the  Constitution,  and  does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  danger  of  constructive  powers? 
One  has  contended  that  this  power  was  included 
in  some  of  the  specified  powers  t  another  has  con- 
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tended  that  this  power  is  giwen  liy  impNcation  ; 
and  a  ihird  eontekide:,  that  it  h  an  instrumeotal 
power  given  to  carry  some  specified  power  into 
crperation.  This  is  not  aUj  the  advocates  can* 
not  agree' upon  the  specified  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution out  of  which  this  power  orYneaos  arises. 
One  has  contended  that  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes  gives  this  power  as  a  means  to  eiecnte 
the  speeiOed  power,  lind  to  support  (his  position 
it  has  been  contended  that  this  National  Bank  is 
necessary  and  proper  as  a  means  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  dbe.  To  strengthen  tbfs  con- 
stmction,  that  part  6f  the  8(h  section  4:>f  the  first 
article,  which  says,  that  "Congress  shall  have 

*  power  to  make  ill  laws  which  sltall  be  necessary 

*  and  proper  for  carryine  into  ezecd lion  the  fore^ 

*  going  pHOwersi"  &c.,  has  been  resorted  ti^;  an- 
other has  saijd  that  this  tnstramentBl  power  grows 
out  of  the  express  power  to  borrow  mortey — and 
a  third  that  this  power  was  incident  to  the  power 
ta  regulate  commerce,  and  in  fa^t  these  three 
great  objects  are  embraced  by  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  whtch  passed  in  1791,  which  incorporated « 
this  mooeyed  aristocracy  irnd  erected  this  privil- 
eged order  of  men.  With  respect  to  the  declaration 
in  the  Constitution,  that  Congress  may  make  all 
laws  necessary  ao4  proper  ti>  carry  the*  express : 
|K>wers  into  eiS^ct,  I  should  state  that  the  fHimers 
of  the  Constitution  intended  by  this  declaration 
to  prevent  the  doctrine  of  implieafidn,  and  to 
leave  nothing  to  do«ri)t.  It  was  introduced  througk 
abundant  caution  against  the  strides  6f  tisnrpa- 
tion,  and  it  shontd  he  the  last  clause  to  Which  he 
Ishould  advevi,  tipdn  which  to  bftild  the  dodtri^ie 
of  ufiltmited  means  to  carry  the  express  powers 
oC  the  Constitution  into  efi^ct.  If  our  means  are 
unlimited,  our  powers  need  not  be  defined,  be- 
daose^dne  as  much  as  the  other  is  a  destru<;tion 
of  our  freedom  and  independenee:  I  shall  con- 
tend that  (he  means  by  which  we  are  to  carry 
4nto  effect  anyexpress  authority  should  be  adapted 
to  Uie  end  in  view;  that  it  should  not  eiAb'race 
other  objects  not  contemplated  bf  the  Coiystitu- 
tion,  although  it  may  be  made  instromentaf  in 
earrying  into  effect  a  specified  authority.  Under 
this  cloak  w^  thight  conceal  our  usurpation  of 
power.  *       ' 

I  will  ask  if  this  National  Bank  is  necessary 
and  proper  as  a. means  to  carry  in tb  effect  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  on  imports, 
dtc.,  to  borrow  money,  or  to  regulate  commerce  ? 
If  necessary  and  proper,  is  this  bank  confined  to 
any  one  of  these  orbjects  exclusively,  or  to  all  col- 
lectively, or  does  it  embrace  a  vast  variety  of 
other  objects,  which  are  the  pi'imary  ones,  in  fact, 
of  this  institution,  and  only  embracing  these  potir- 
ers  in  the  Constitution  incidentally,  and  as  sec- 
ondary considerations 7  Sir,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  confince  the  people  that  It  is  necessary,  in  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  to  create  a  iponeyed 
aristocracy,  and  a  privileged  order  of  men,  extend- 
ing its  branches,  its  influence,  and  its  strength. 
^  into  the  interior  of  every  State,  to  coltect  taxesj' 
to  borrow  money,  or  to  regulate  commerce.  The 
primary  object  of  this  incorporation  was,  to  pro- 
mote usurpation  tf  power,  to  support  the  danger- 


ous doctrine  of  implication,  and  to  amass  wealth 
from  the  lahor  of  the  j>eople,  and  not  for  the  ex- 
clusive object  of  Carrying  into  effect  any  express 
authority  in  the  ConMitutton.  Thus,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  this  moneyed  aristocracy,  embracing- 
such  a  vast  variety  oi  objects  noways  connect^ 
With  the  execution  of  any  specific  grant  of  power, 
departs  from  the'letter  and  meaning  of 'that  pan 
of  the  Cxmstituiion  which  gives  the  power  to 
carry  into' effect  the  specified  powers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. But  now,  let  ps  inquire  what  is  the 
necessary  means  to  lay  and  collect  taxes.  If  a 
bank  was  n6t  intended,  I  will  take  duties  upcni 
frapoTrts,  as  in  that  way,  we  collect  our  revenue. 
First,  a  la^  inust  pajss  designating  the  articles 
up6n  which  a  ^luty  shall  be  laid,  the  amount  of 
that  duty,  and  the  manner  in  which  it' shall  be 
paid,  eitner  upon  the  delivery  of  the  gt>ods,  or 
upon  a  credit,  by  giving  bond  with  security ;  and 
lastj  to  appoint  collectors  of  the  reVenoe,  and 
other  ofllcers,  to  collect  and  receive  this  rev- 
enue for  the  United  States,  tvith  authority  Co 
bring  sui(  upon  failure  of  payment.  This  is  a 
-necessary  exercise  of  the  power  to  lay  aod  col- 
lect taxes,  dbc.  And  where  is  the  statesman  who 
has  denied  the  power  as  uncoosiitiitiooal  ?  Here 
these  Means  are  don  filled  to  the  object  fo  view, 
the  collection 'of  the  revenue  j  and  certainly,  the 
Ui^ited  States  have  poVer  sufficient  for  aU  the 
objects  of  the  confederacy,  as  in  the  exercise  of 
all  the  Specific  jg;rants  of  authority,  Cos^ess  may 
operate  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  indf- 
vidualsor  the  States  tb  enforce  that  authority. 

It  is  no  argument  with  me  that  we  are  in  oros- 
perity'and  health, and  such  an  institution  will  not 
be  .dangerous.  No,  sir,  establisli  a  precedent  to 
the  day  of  prosperity  and  it  ttrill  come  upon  you 
in  the  hour  df  adversity.  This  same  doctrine  of 
our  being  unlimited  in  our  means  of  carrying 
into  "efiect  the  grant  cff  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion hrfs  already  endaogei'ed  the  liberty  of  thb 
nation,  if  the  doctrine  contended  for  on  this  oc- 
casion be  correct,  and  carried  into  full  force,  Con- 
gress irould  be 'as  omnipotent  as  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain;  the  Constitution  would  no 
longer  restrain  us,  and  the  independence  of  the 
nation  "Wputd  depetid  upon  the  caprice  of  Con- 
gress. Our  Constitution  would  be  like  the  boasted 
Constitution  of  Englishmen.  And  what  is  that 
Constitution  ?  Sir,  it  Is  not  lettered  or  defined 
like  ours.  It  tnay  M  changed  by  Parliatnent  as 
the  Crown  party  or  the  people  shall  prevail.  1st. 
The  great  charier  of  liberty  obtained  from  Kiog 
John,  violently,  and  in  duress,  declaring  what 
should  be  considered  the  fundamental  laws  of 
England;  2d.  A  statute  in  confirmation  of  Che 
great  charter,.(naking  provisions  to  read  the  same 
to  the  pe6ple  in  their  churches  aod  public  places, 
'semi-annually  ;  3.  A  number  of  statutes  called 
the  conforming  statutes,  from  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  to  that  6f  Henry  IV.;  4th.  The  Petiiioo 
of  Rights,  a  declaration  by  Parliament  of  the 
liberties  of  Englishmen,  extorted  frdtn  ChaHesL 
before  the  rupture  with  his  Parliament;  5tb. 
The  Habeas  Corpus  act  in  the  reign  of  Charlfs 
11.  r  6eh.  Tlie  Bill  of  Rights,  and  Declaration  of 
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the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Eoglaod  io  1688$ 
7tb.  The  Act  of  Settlement  at  the  commence* 
ni«nt  of  the  eighteenth  centary,  endeavoriog  to 
secure  the  Bngfish  subject  in  his  personal  liberty, 
secQfity,  and  .  prosperity.  These,  and' the  like 
Parliamentary  declarations  and  statutory  pro- 
visions, constitute  the  Constitution  of  England, 
which  the  same  Parliament  has  a  right  to  alter 
or  abolish.  I  never  wish  to  see  Congresa  in- 
vested with  a  power  to  change  the  Constitution, 
sanctioned. by  the  people  in  their  highest  sov- 
ereign capacity.  The  Consiitntion  has  vested 
us  with  power  enough,  and  if  we  want  more, 
amend  the  Constiintion  io  a  Constitutional  way^ 
and  not  tyrannically  exercise  power  never  dele- 
gated to  this  body.  The  ground  on  which  we 
ataiMl  is  delicate,  and  the  duty  w^  owe  the  people 
ahould  teach  us  caution,  more  especially  when 
we  see  men  in  power  too  apt  to  grasp  at  more, 
and  exercise  it  oppressively.  We  should  never 
forget  that  all  power  flows  from  the  people }  they 
ate  eovereigo — I  hope  they  will  ever  remain  sev- 
erely in  this  country.  Oar  safety  is  with  them. 
They  are  unambitious,  they  are  virtuous,  and 
^re  no  temptation  to  overturn  those  liberties 
which  tbejr  tbemselves  enjoy.  But  this  measure 
is  a  violation  of  the  Coastitutioix  in  another  tb- 
q)ect,  by  interferiog  with  State  rights.  This  cor- 
poration can  send  a  braach  bank  to  any  part  of 
the  United  Stated  without  consultiag  the  States 
or  the  citizens  of  the  States.  Suppose,  sir,  they 
•boa  Id  send  one  of  these  branches  to  Frankfort, 
Ken  tacky,  with  a  great  capital,  and.  under  the 
aanctioa  of  the  General  Government,  would  it 
BOt  lessen  the  profits  arising  to  the  State,  and  to 
the  people  of  tne  State  from  the  "State  bank  of 
Keo  tacky,  as  established  by  the  laws  of  that 
Bute?  I  presome  it  would.  It  would  contract 
very  mocb  the  circulation  of  the  State  bank  notes, 
and  woaW,  in  many  other  respects,  come  in  col- 
iiaioB  with  State  rights.  Every  State  has  a  right 
to  regelate  its  own  mone]red  concerns,  to  incor- 
porate banks,  or  not,  as  interest  or  ineiination 
may  dictate.  But  in  tfae<zeal  of  some  gentlemen 
to  coDtinoethis  moneyed  aristocracy  in  the  Uni; 
ted  States  for  twenty  year^to  conie,  they  have 
demied  the  right  of  the  States  to  incorporate 
banks,  and  that  Congress  alone  has  the  power. 
This  doctrine  is  new  t6  me*  When  Mr.  Majm- 
aoir,  and  other  patriotic  statesmen,/ d^ounced 
this  measare  as  unconstitutional,'  in  1791,  it  was 
Jiot  contended  that  th^  States  had  lio  right.  It 
was  admitted  by  the  lovers  of  implication  that 
there  was  a  concurrent  right.  Thus  we  behold 
the  progress  of  opinion  to  support  a  favorite 
measure. 

If  this  bill  passes,  and  the  States  have  no  right 
to  incorporate  banks,!  suppose  the  State  bants 
throngheut  the  United  States  must  be  pni  down, 
or  burned  up,  to  give  way  to  this  great  engine  of 
foreign  influence.  "The  States  shall  not  emit 
biUs  of  credit."  This  is  the  prohibition  relied 
OQ  to  take  the  right  of  incorporation  from  the 
States.  Bills  of  credit  is  another  phrase  for 
paper  money.  The  States  shall  not  issue  paper 
vaonej  and  make  it  a. legal  tender.    The  men  ot 


the  Revolution  knew  this.  The  great  calamity 
which  individuals  shfiered  by  the  paper  money 
demonstrated  the  necessity.  But  no  man  it 
obliged  to  take  the  bank  notes  of  a  State  bank 
for  the  payment  of  a  debt,  or  in  common  transac- 
tions. It  is  at  bis  option,  and  the  moment  you 
get  a  bank  note,  you  may  present  it  to  the  bank 
and  demand  yoOr  money.  Not  so  with  bills  of 
credit,  or  paper  money,  issued  and  made  such  by 
the  State.  It  would  be  extremely  difficult,  I  pre* 
sume,  for  any  gentleman  to  convince  the  States 
by  argument  that  they  had  no  right  to  incorpo* 
rate  banks,  and  it  wo^ld  be  equally  difficult  x6 
force  the  States  to  destroy  their  local  banks  for 
the  United  States' Bank,  owned  principally  by 
foreigners.  Not  only  the  bank  in  its  moneyed 
operations  woald  interfere  with  State  rights,  but 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  bank,  as  hereto- 
fore established  by  Congress,  have  interfered  with 
the  laws  of  the  several  States  in  tke'if  municipal 
regulations,  as  to  the  tenure  of  property  and  the 
liabrlity  of  the  corporation  to  pay  their  debts. 

Mr. 'Speaker,  I  have  said  as  much  as  I  conceive 
it  my  duty  upon  the  unconstitutionality  of  tbe 
bank  charter. .  I  am  to  ask  your  indnlgence  while 
I  endeavor  to  prove  its  inexpediency  and  its  dan* 
gerous  teDdenej  to  tbe  freedom  of  this  nation. 
In  the  hand  oi  a  private  citizen  wealth  will  at 
all  times  have  its  influence,  and  may  attach  ta 
him  an  importance  beygnd  his  meritsi  But 
this  influence  is  not  ^o  dangerous  as  to  indaee 
a  government  to  interpose  and  limit  the  honest 
.aecumolation  pf  property  by  aby  citizen.  And 
though  this  wealth  may  have  its  iniu^ee,  it 
is  always  limited.  It  may  frequently  be  in  the 
hands  of  a  benevolent  hmo,  and  if  not  of  this 
ehamcter;  this  vast  wealth  seldom  survives  the 
death  x>f  the  indiviUoal  proprietor.  It  is  either 
divided  among  numerous  relations,  or  squandered 
by  bis  heir.  But  not  so  with  a  body  corporate, 
extendi  throughout  this  vast  empire,  possessed  of 
a  capital  of  ten  millions  0f  dollars,  and  extending 
theiy  credit  and  accommodations  to  double  jhat 
sum,  notwithstanding  their  limit  to  ten  millions* 
It  is  stated  by  an  advocate  for  this  bank' that  the 
stockholders' commenced  their  diseounts  with 
about  9^25,000,  and  that  upon  this  sum  they  di»- 
counted  to  the  amoont  of  $6,000,000  the  first  tea 
months  after  it  went  into  operation.  To  divide 
this  ten  millions  or  twenty  millions  of  capital  in 
local  or  State  banks,  no  serious  danger  could  be 
apprehended,  because  the  stookholders  of  one  in- 
stitution would  be  strangers  to  all  the  other  stock- 
holders ;  so  of  the  directors  of  the  difiecent  local 
institutions,  and  ooiisequently  there  could  be  no 
combination  between  the  different  banks.  But  it 
is  otherwise,  and  the  danger  is  imrtiinent  whan  you 
by  act  of  the  General  Government  give  unity  ef 
action,  unit^  of  will,  and  unity  of  strength  to  a 
moneyed  anstocracy,  vested  with  a  capital  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  with  power  fo  increase  their 
accommodations  to  twenty  millions,  and  to  send 
their  branch  banks  into  the  bosom  of  every  State 
and  Territory.  This  is  not  all;  your  revenue 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  millions  are  deposited 
with  this  bank  for  collection,  and  tbe  public 
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money  deposited' in  tbis  bank  to  tbe  amoont  of 
millions  for  safe-keeping.  And  their  notes  made 
payable  to  the  United  Stales  the  same  as  gold 
and  siWer.  Sir,  is  there  no  danger  ia  such  a 
monster,  fosteied  by  the  General  Guvernaoent, 
and  possessing  so  many  adranta^es  by  the  laws 
of  Congress?  Such  a  bank  in  its  bipginning  would 
confine  its  engagements  to  the  means  of  payment, 
but  as  their  credit  increases,  they  engage  beyond 
their  means,  their  vaults  are  empty,  and  the  in- 
stitution relies  upon  its  great  credit  and  exclusive 
pririleges.  Thus  the  character  of  the  bank  is 
changed,  and  it  becomes  a  system,  of  speculation 
and  a  political  engine  to  destroy  Tirloous  indi- 
riduals;  or  mould  the  Goyernment  to  ijU  no- 
tions. 

I  have  no  knowledge  myself  about  the  nolrtieal 
workings  of  thi$  United  States'  Bank.  But  if  I 
were  to  believe  the  declaratiqos  of  members  on 
this  floor,  and  complaints  from  every  part  of  this 
continent,  I  must  think  that  this  institution  has 
not  been  silent  and  indifferent  spectators  to  the 
reform  of  the  Administration  to'Republican  prin- 
ciples— but  they  have  endeavored  to  support  that 
party  who  gave  them  ft  charter.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, introduce  tbis  as  a  conclusive  aigument 
against  this  bank*  No,  sir,  I  would  eqhally  ob- 
ject to  it  in  the  hands  of  Republicans.  It  would 
ktill  be  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  too  vast  and  too 
powerful  not  to.  be  dangerous  to  the  freedom  of 
the  United  States.  But,  without  these  declara« 
tioQs  of  political  influence  exercised  by  the  stock- 
holders and  directors  of  these  banks,  our,own  rea- 
son would  teach  us  to  believe  all  we  have  he^rd  of 
the  oppression  and  partiality  of  this  bank. .  It  is 
composed  of  individuals;  these  individuals  have 
their  pawions,  their  feeling  their  prejudices,  their 
partialities  and  their  politics,  and  they  wiA  act  ac- 
cordingly. Self-preservation  will  always  induce 
them  to  support  and  keep  in  power  th.e  party  who 
will  be  most  friendly  to  moneyed  aristocradies  and 
tbeif  own  institution.  The  influence  of  this  bank 
is  palpable  and  notorious.  We  have  the  evidence 
from  the  long  roll  of  petitioners  new  imploring 
Congress  to  renew  the  charter.  If  in  twenty 
years  this  bank  is  to  be  the  idol  of  some  and  the 
alarm  of  others— if  the  solvepcy  of  so  many  in- 
dividuafls  depend  on  it — if  ruin  and  devastation 
will  in  the  event  of  its  dissolution  spread  wide  in 
the  country— then,  sir,  it  will  only  require  twenty 
years  ihore  to  make  it  stronger  than  the  GK>vern- 
ment.  To  induce  us  to  vote  for  this  institution, 
we  have  been  persuaded,  flattered,  alarmed,  pe- 
titioned, and  threatened,  and  we  have  been  amused 
with  the  rise  and  history  .of  the  banking  system. 
It  originated  in  Italy,  it  has  travelled  through 
Europe,  crossed  the  British  channel  to  Great 
Britain,  and  lastly,  it  crossed  the  wide  Atlantic 
to  America.  And  much  has  been  said  of.  the 
utility  of  those  institutions.  Without  dwelling 
upon  the  utility  of  banks  at  present,  I  could  only 
admit  them  as  a  necessary  evil,  and  not  dangerous, 
if  left  to  the  control  of  our  State  Governments. 
But  the  history  of  those  banks  which  have  been 
quoted,  will  furnish  no  argument  in  favor  of  a 
National  Bank.     We  wish  no  political  engine  of 


a  moneyed  aristocracy.   We  wish  to  rest  upon  the 
virtue  and  Will  of  the  people. 

It  has  beeh  stated  that  Georgia  is  Republican, 
notwithstanding  this  monstrous  machine  has  ex- 
tended a  branch  bank  to  this  State — and  it  h 
stated  that  Connecticut  is  Federal,  and  has  no 
branch  bank  of  the  United  States.  This  does 
not  prove  that  the  bank  is  not  a  dhogeroos  engine 
against  tbe  liberties  of  tbe  people;  but  it  proves 
that  the  people  of  Georgia  withstood  this  dan^- 
oue  influence  and  deserve  more  credit.  It  is  a 
proof  of  the  virtue  of  that  people.  If  this  insti- 
tution is  so  necessary  and  beneficial,  why  do  not 
tbe  Representatives  of  Georgia,  who  have  been 
blessed  with  this  ihstitution,  come  forward  and 
advocate  a  renewal  of  the  charter  7  But  you  find 
the  respectable  members  of  Georgia  opposing  a 
continuance  of  this  evil  in  every  form.  In  utct 
the  State  of  Georgia  taxed  the  paper  of  tbis  bank, 
and  the  State  was  determined  b^  taxation  or 
legislative  prohibition  to  drive  this  cireulatiag 
medium  from  their  territory.  But  considerations 
of  wisdom  induced  a  postponement  of  this  deter* 
mination  until  it  should  be  seen  whether  the 
charter  would  again  be  renewed  ill  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  in  defiance  of  oar  liberties. 
My  colleague  (Mr.  McKbi,)  whose  opiiiions  1 
bad  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  as  my  own 
until  this  unfortunate  question  which  divides  os. 
has  stated  that  )ln  his  opinion  the  dissolution  of 
tbis  insn'tutioa  would  be  felt  by  the  citizens  of 
the  Western  country,  and  that  our  surplus  hemp 
would  not  command  as  good  a  price.  I  difier  ia 
opinion  from  my  col^eague  if  he  supposes  the 
Western  country  will  feel  any  great  pressure 
from  the  drssolution  of  this  bank.  I  grant  tbe 
people  of  Kentuckey  may  not  he  entirely  exempt 
from  some  inconveniences  common  on  such  aa 
event. .  But  our  produce  will  fall  from  other  very 
different 4»uses.  Inlerrupttions  in  commerce,  stag- 
nation in  trade,  bankruptcies  throughout  the  com- 
mercial part  of  the  United  Sutes,  arising  from 
thtt  bankruptcies  in  Bogland,  which  have  occa- 
sioned the  return  of  many  bills  from  England  pro- 
tested. These  are  the  causes  which  produce  dis- 
tress, and  will  continue  to  orodoce  it  until  we  are 
a  peopJe  less  dependent  on  foreign  commerce.  But 
believing  as  I  do  on  this  subjept — viewing  thee^ 
feotsof  this  great  political  moneyed  institution  wiUi 
abhorrence,  I  would  not  vote  tor  it,  let  the  tem- 
porary distress  be  what  it  may.  I  would  rather  see 
the  present  crop  of  hemp  brought  to. one  deposite, 
which  would  make  a  bulk  larger  than  this  Capiioft, 
and  consumed  with  a  lighted  torch  and  aicend  to 
the  heaven  ia  smoke  as  a  bonfire,  rather  tbaa 
vole  for  the  passage  of  this  law — and  sir,  the  peo- 
ple I  represent,  would  justify  my  vote.  They 
would  bear  the  loss  without  a  murmur;  they 
would  act  the  part  of  freemen  worthy  of  free- 
dom; they  would  magnanimously  bear  the  ca- 
lamity without  complaint  if  their,  patriotism  re- 
quired the  sacrifice.  They  are  a  moat  worthy 
people.  A  virtuous  people,  an  enlightened  peo- 
ple, a  glorioue  people.  Descendanu  of  this  gifd 
American  family,  inheriting  that  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence v^hieh  equally  sustained  out  cause  oa- 
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dei  defeat  and  Tictpry  upon  all  the  battle  grounds 
of  ibe  Revolution.'  I  will  not  be  alarmed  out  of 
my  vote  by  clamor,  no  matter  from  what  quarter 
it  may  assail  me.  I  never  will  be  driven  from 
my  duty  by  alarms  and  fears.  I  will  stand  firm 
to  the  cau;«  I  conceive  to  be  just,  and  the  people 
will  support  me>  they  despise  wavering  and  tem- 
pprizing. 

If  you  coBtinue  tbis  charter  of  this  bank  twenty 
years  more,  you  can  never  put  ii  down.  No,  sir 
instead  of  having  petitions  .which  would  reach 
from  the  Speaker  to  tbe  seat  of  the  members,  you 
would  have  them  packed  upon  your  table  until 
they  would  istercepi  my  view  in  addressing  you. 
Yes,  sir,  the y  would  rise  u|)  higher,  and  implode 
that  goddess  of  liberty  which  presides  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  House.  We  are  told  that 
Ibis  bank  is  necessary  to  the  collection,  the  safe- 
keeping and  the  transmission  of  the  revenue  to 
different  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  js  stated 
that  the  State  banks  are  strangers  lo  os.  and  can- 
not be  trusted  with  the  depoafiteof  )>ublic  money. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  such  a  sentiment.  It  has 
origiaated  from  a. panic,  an  alarm^  ideal  danger. 
•That  great  and  ffood  man '  the  Secretary  of  ,the 
Treasury  has  told  you  otherwise,  by  hts  report 
BOW  befo|fe  me  of  date  12th  of  January,  in  which 
it  appears  that  of  <k  bout  $2,400,000..  up  wards  of 
$800,000  are  deposited  in  the  State  banks.  875.000 
of  wpich  are  deposited  in  the  State  Bank  of  Een- 
itieky,  aod  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  was  not  as  safe 
ti^ere  as  in  tbe  hands  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
IB  thepossiession  of  foreigners^  If  State  banks 
will  not  do,  let  the  United  States  build  vaults  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  revenue. 

But,  sir,  tiie   alarming  consequences  which 
mast  arise  from  a  dissolution  of  this  corporation--^ 
It  will  deprive  us  ofa  circulating  medium ;  it  will 
ioterrupt  commerce  and  produce  bankruptcies. 
It  is  to  produce  the  distress  of  farmers  and  th% 
rniD  of  merchi^u^;  it  is  to  prevent  emigration, 
and  it  is  to  shake  the  foundations  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   This  picture  gives  me  no  alarm.    It  is 
ibe  picture  of  a  wild  and  distempered  imagina^ 
tioiv     If  serious  injury  will  be  tek  by  many  in 
ibe  power  of  this  moneyed  aristocracy,  I  feel  and 
aympaibize  with  the  sufferings  of  those  who  may 
De  needy  without  any  fault  of  iheir  own;  but  some- 
ikla^  is  due  to  posterity  5  and  evea  in  tha(  point 
of  view,  I  am  not  willihg  to  entailc  upon  them 
the  baneful  effects  of  a  great  moneyed  corporation 
with  a  capital  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  ex* 
leodiog  their  arms  of  power  and  influence  to 
e?irry  part  of  the  United  States,  and  having  the 
destiny  of  good  men  within  their  control^  when- 
ever  they  receive  tbe  hod  to  eiercise  their  giant 
power.    No.  sir,  I  am  ready  to  see  and  feel  the 
sad  crisis  which  has  been  described.    If  we  die 
with  less  iQoney,  we  shall  live  In  morelionor  and 
enjoy  more  happiness.    I  wish  to  see  whether 
ao  much  depends  u^n  this  corporatiun.    If  so^  it 
is  the  greater  reason  why  the  poison  should  be  dea* 
troyed.   Like  tbe  strong  man  we  read  of  in  Holy 
Writ,  let  MS  see  if  the  violent  death  of  thi«  cor<i 
porate  body  will  pull  down  the  pillars  of  the 
Coiiatitiuioii)  that  aaother  Voloey  may  «U  upon 


the  tuins  of  this  capital  atfd  mourn  the  fallen  em- 
pire of  this  great  and  happy  Republic. 

Mr.  Sbefpby.— Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion not  to  address  any  observations  to  you  on 
the  subject  now  before  the  House,  but  reasons 
which  I  cannot  disregard  have  induced  roe  to  re- 
quest your  attention.  I  am  conOdent,  when  the 
importance  of  the  question  is  considered — a  ques^ 
tlon  in  which  is  involved  tUe  integrity  ofa  Con- 
stitution we  all  profess  to  adore,  and  the  pros* 
periiy.6f  a  country  we  all  profess  to  love,  the 
House  will  listen  to  everything  that  can  be  «aid, 
not  only  with  patit pee,  but  with  pleasure* 

I  have  been  led  to  make  the  remarks  which  I 
am  about  to  offer  bf  considerations  distinct  froia 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  question.  In  tbe  rote 
which  1  shall  give,  I  shall  disagree  with  a  ma- 
jority of  pay  honorable  colleagues,  whose  opin* 
ions  ar^  entitled  to  my  respect.  The  sentiments 
of  a  great  portion  of  tbe  people  of  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  !j)art  to  represent,  so 
far  as  t bey  can  be  cpllected  trom  the  opinions  of 
her  Legislature,  and  my  own,  do  not  correspond 
on  this  occasion ;  and  I  must  superadd  thlit  do 
questloii  ever  was  presented  to  my  mind  in  tbe 
course  of  my  public  duty  which  at  first  vievf  ap» 
peared  attended  with  more  diffiduity*  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  state  the  reasons  of 
my  Tote  to  the  Hduse,  to  enable  my  country  to 
af^reciate  them,and  my  constiCaenu  to  interpose 
their  corrective  should  they  deem  them  unsatis^ 
factory.  I  bad  hoped  that  this  question  won  hi  have 
been  discuss^,  and  determined,  abstracted  from 
all  party  considerations ;  that  our  attention  would 
have  been  exclusively  directed  to  the  efffects  of 
tbis.meastireon  the  community,  whose  interests 
are  committed  toos;  and  our  solicitude  employed^ 
to  keep  within  the  liraiu  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. But  we  have  been  invited  into  a  dif* 
fereat  course.  My  honorable  colleague  (Mr^ 
Eppes)  told  us  tbe  other  day  that  we  need  not  to 
expect  that  this  question  would  be  determined  on 
any  other  than  party  principles;  that  partv  prin- 
ciples gave  birth  to  tl^e  charter  of  the  bank  origi- 
nally, and  that  that  was  the  first  great  question 
whion  separated  the  two  parties  iu  this  country. 
Waa  the  fact  even  conceded,  the  conclusipn  does 
not  appear  to  me  iaeriiable  that  this  musfnoW 
be  a  party  question.  At'that  time  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation  and  conjecture  what  means 
would  be  *<  neeessir^  and  proper"  to  give  eflfeci 
to  the  delegated  powers  confided  to  this  Qovem- 
ment.  The  light  afforded  to  us  by  twenty  years' 
experience  hasbaOished  them,  and  substituted 
certainty  in  their  stead.  We  have  now  before 
us  the  practical  operatioaa  of  the  Government, 
calculated  to  show  the  fallacy  of  reasonings 
founded,  on  plausible  but  iintried  theories.  With 
these  means  within  their  power,  it  does  not  af)- 
pear  to  me  that  those  act  inconsistent  with  their 
former  principle^  who  now  conceive  the  neces- 
sity of  a  bank  as  an  instrument  to  carry  on  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  Qovernment,  though  (un- 
aided by  the  best  of  all  human  guides— experi- 
ence— )  they  might  have  thought  different  in  the 
iafaat  state  of  an  operation.  .  v^^^i^- 
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But  mj  honorable  colleague  has  committed  an 
error  in  point  of  fact  in  giving  the  atalement  to 
the  House  that  this  ^was  originally  a  party  ques- 
tion. I  bad  taken  ii  for  granted  that  the  fact  was 
as  stated  by  him;  but,  on  secorring  to  the  Jour- 
nal of  this  House- for  the  year  1791,  (which  I 
hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  in  receiving  as  better 
evidence  thaii  his  declaraiton<  however  impH* 
eiUy  I  might  rel^^on^him  on  other  occasions,)  I 
find  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Federal 
Biembera  voted  against  the  incorporation  of  the 
bank,  and  a  still  greater  portion  of  the  Repoblt* 
cans  for  it;  besides,  as  the  measure  was  then 
contested  on  the  ground .  that  there  was  no  Cour 
Btitutioaal  power  in  Congress  to  adopi  it,  which 
always  involves  matters  of  conscience,  I  cannot 
aubmit  to  the  idea  that  one  political  par^  exotu- 
aively  entertained  conscientious  aomplea  when 
violence  was  threatened  the  Constitution.  This 
would  be  degfadii^  one -half  of  the  American 
people.  .  (  :  . 

[Afr.  EppBfl  rose  to  explain:  He  8ai4  he  ap« 
pehended  from  the  various  observations  which 
«ad  been  made  that  ha  had  been  miaunderstood 
Hk  what  he  had  said  a  few  days  ago.  He  meant 
to  «ay  that  there  were  from  the  commencement 
of  the  QovernVneot  two  opposite  opinions  enter- 
tained with  respect  to  ita  powers :  On%  was  that 
they  were  strictly  conformed  to  the  objects  dele* 
gated ;  the  other  was,  that  there  weVe  certain 
implied  powers  which  the  Government  might 
exercise  that  did  not  appckr  on  the  face  of  the 
Constitution ;  that  the  latter  opinion  gave  birth 
t6  the  alien- and  sedition  laws,  and  the  scamp  act, 
and  that  this  was  the  party  principle  he  meant 
which  gave  birth  to  th^e  bank  charter.  As  to 
conscience  being  monopolized  by  one  party  he 
bad  never  entertained  any  such  idea;  he  knew 
men  of  the  Federal  party  wha  were  as  conscien- 
tious as  be  was,  and  a<  much  attached  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.] 

Mr,  Sbefpey' proceeded:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  believe  that  my  honorable  colleague  was  ac- 
tuated by  any  improper  n^ottve  in  making  the 
deciaratioa  he  did.  Uarinfl  the  time  I  have  bieen 
associated  with  him  in  public  life,  I  have  had  no 
cause  to  believe  that  he  was  under  any  such  in- 
iliMnee.  That  the  opinions  stated  by  bim  ex- 
isted eady  in  this  Gtovemment,  cannot  be  denied. 
They  are  attributable  to  very  obvious  causes. 
On  the  one  hand,  those  who  were  the  friends  of 
the  Constitution  were  friendiv  to  the  .exerci^  of 
all  the  legitimate  powers  connded  to  the  General 
Qeremment.  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
neoessary  to' preserve  the  JlFnion ;  many  indeed 
suppose  that  the  powers  delegated  were  still  too 
feeble  to  secure  that  great  object,  unless  supported 
by  a  very  extensive  and  liberal  construction.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  were  those  who  were  ap- 
prehensive that  the  powers  of  theOenecal  Qoy* 
ernment  were  of  a  character  calculated  to  awal- 
low  up  the  State  authorities,  and  subvert  the 
rights  of  the  people.  These,  after  their  efforU 
bad  been  unsuccessful  in  the  conventions  of  the 
States,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
brought  with  them  {with  the  best  intentionsj 


into  the  councils  of  the  'new  Government  their 
solicitude  for  popular  rights  and  State  sovereignty, 
without -sufficiently  regarding  the  importance  oi 
the  Union,  and  the  means  necessary  to  preserve 
it ;  and,  white  some  of  (heir  political  oppoaenH 
contended  for  a  construction  which  produced 
some  rery  {Obnoxious  measures ;  tbey,  it  success 
had  attended  their  efforts^  would  have  brought 
the  Union  to  the  feeble  state  i«  which  the  old 
Confederation  had  left  it,  and  I  hesitate  not  to 
declare,  by  this  time,  we  should  have  been  a  din« 
ded,  distracted,  fuid  enslaved  people. 

Much  has  been  said  iu  the  course  of  this  de» 
bate  about  State  rights,  and  the  oieace  whitfh 
will  be  given  to  the  States,  should  (hi*  measurt 
he  adopted.  There  is  certainly  propriety  in  ^m- 
serving  to  the  States  their  l^^imate  auihorit^^ 
and^  in  manifesting  *  jealousy  whenever  it  it 
threatened  with  any  iufrsction,  because  the  rights 
of  the  people  are.  then  in  jeopardy.  But  let  il 
not  be  forgotten  that  every  relaxation  on  the  pert 
of  .this  Government  weakens  the  Onion,  withoai 
which  the  riffhts  of  the  people  are  buC  au  empty 
name.  Sir,  he  who  impairs  the  powers  prciperly 
belooging  to  us,  is  as  much  theenemy  of  the  peo- 
ple as  he  who  subverts  the  State  authorities  pea- 
sibly  can  be ;  he  is  as  criminal  who  weukeoe  in 
the  least  degree  the  bonds  which  unite  us^  as  he 
who  places  upon  our  necks  an  iron  yoke  to  keep 
us  together^. 

If  we  should  pursue  the  course  which  the  oh» 
yervations  of  some  gentlemen  seem  to  veeom* 
naeod,  not  to  adopt  the  bill  before  you,  because  it 
will  give  offence  to  the  States,  and  brins  os  into 
collision  with  them;  to  what  a  miserable  state 
must  this  Government,  and  consequently  this 
Union,  be  very  speedily  brought  ?  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  roan  to  thirst  for  power,  and  to  employ 
all  his  means  to  obtain  it.  From  this  spirit  the 
Skate  governments  are  not  exempt,  but,  on  the 
contrary^  we  have  abundant  reason  to  know  that 
it  previiils  there  in  an  eminent  degree. .  I^et  it 
onca  be  established  as  a  principle  not  to  exercise 
any  par ticnlar  power,  because  it  is  disagreeable  to 
9ome  of  the  States,  and  I  pledge  myself  that  ia 
a  very  little  time  you  will  not  be  able  to  exentae 
any  whatever.  You  will  have  to  recede  step  h? 
step  as  they  advance  upon  you,  (whtoh  th^y  will 
be  sure  to  do,)  until  you  possess  nothing  biK  the 
shadow  of  authority;  and  this  Union,  the  last 
and  best  hop«  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  nitiat  dis- 
solve in  its  own  weakness.  Sir,  I  fear  wheu  Uiat 
is  eone  there  never  will  be  sufficient  patriotism 
and  unanimity,  nor  a  sufficient  p6rtr^n  of  a  con- 
ciliating spirit  to  reunite  us  in  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment which,  while  it  secures  to  us  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  free  constitution,  has  sufficient  «ierffy 
to  maintain  itself.  The  consequences  are  easuy 
foreseen.  We  shall  be  tossed  about,  divided,  and 
distracted,  until  we  finally  share  the  destiniea  of 
other  nations — seek  repose  from  the  evils  of  an- 
archy in  the  arms  of  .despotism. 

A  principle,  equally  untenable  and  equally  pro- 
ductive of  mischief,  has  been  advanced  in  debate, 
particularly  by  the  honorable  member  from  New 
Vork,  (Mr.  Ponna ;)  that  no  power  oaa  he  ex- 
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«rcised  by  this  QoTeroment  which  interferes  with 
the  remaioing  powers  of  the  States.  Such  for 
instance  is  the  power  of  internal  taxation.  E?ery^ 
cent  which  We  draw  from,  the  citizen  by  virtue  of 
that  power,  diminishes  hjs  ability  to  pay  his 
taxes  to  the  State  of  which  he  is  an  inhabitant, 
and  conseqiuentiF  narrows  the  circle  of  State 
legislation.  Abo,^  indeed,  caies  n^i^bt  he  sap* 
posed  where  the  necessity  ef  this  Gbsvernmept 
required  taxes  commensurate  with  the  utmpst 
i  ability  of  the  people  to  pav,  which  in  effept  would 
be  a  total  suspension^  of  the  powers  of  the  States 
to  la^  and  collect  taxes.  *  Yet  eao  it  be  pretended 
I  chat  in  the  amount  of  public  oontribuUons,  which 
it  may  be  necessary  >to  require,  we  are  limited  by 
any  other  restriction  than  that  which  a  .^ound 
discretion  and  a  doe  regard  to  rhe  welfafe  of  the 
community  imposes?  The  «aroe  principle  ap* 
l^ies  to  the  means  which'  may  be  necessary  "to 
carry  the  delc;gated  powers  iaCo effect;  they  may 
be  legitimate,  though  they  interfere  witn  the 
legislation  of  the  Staites. 

Ha  Ting  detained  you  thoe  long  with  the  pre- 
limioary  remarks  which  I  had  to  offer,  permit  me 
now,  sir,  tp  lead  your  attention  more  directly  to 
the  subject  before  us.         , 

The  mosi  important  principle  inTolved  in  this 
question  is.  whether  the  Constitution  has  dslega- 
ted  to  us  the  power  to  legislate  upon  this  subject 
in  tbe  manner  proposed.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  unless  thai  power,  exists.  Jet  the  incoa- 
reniences  and  even  calataities  whi^h  will  follow 
the  reiection  of  this  bill  be  what  they  may,  the 
high  dntT  which  we  owe  to  the  country  not  to 
traoscena  the  limits  pre^ribed  to  us,  is  superior 
to  ever^  other,  and  must  imperiovaly  lead  us  to 
that  result.  In  order,  theretote,  to  approach  the 
minor  question  of  expedielkcy,  it  is  necessary  to 
aacertaia  whether  by  a  rational  and  unbiassed 
construction  of  the  Constitution  this  poWer  is 
fairly  apparent)  either  as  directly  oi  indirectly 
ffire'iij  either  as  a  power  original  and  express,  or 
derivatiye  and  implied.  ,  . 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  Constitu* 
tion^expresaly  dele^^tes  the  power  to  create  banks; 
but  that  such  institutions  nay  be  established  as 
instrumental  in  giriag  effisot  to  some  one  or  more 
of  the  delegated  powers.  In;  the  course  of  the 
obeer rations  which  I  nropose  to  submit  on  this 
part  of  the  subject,  I  eball  attempt  to  prove  that 
Coagress  are  not  restricted  in  the  means  to  exe- 
cute the  delegated  powers,  except  so. far  as  the 
Constitution  expressly  restricts  them,  but  that 
■  *  *i  they  deem  ^^  necea* 
iolattng  thaConsti- 
tatioo. 

To  enable  us  to  give  correct  constructions  to 
the  acts  of  individuals  and  of  public  bodies,  it 
frequently  becomes  important  that  we  should 
consider  the  u<ne  in  which  they  happened,  and 
the  circomstances  under  which  the  persons  con- 
oeraed  acted.  In  legislation  and  iurisprudei^ce 
this  is  a  very  general  maxim,  and  seems  to  me 
peculiarly  proper  to  be  called  in  aid  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  It  will  afford  us  the  best  ideas  of 
the  evils  under  which  this  comtry  labored  when 


they  may  employ  any  which  they  < 
sary  and  proper''  without  violattnj 


the  Constitution,  under  whose  authority  we  now 
act,  was  proposed  and  adopted,  and  consequently 
of  the  extent  of  the  relief  which  that  renoedy 
was  intended  to  give* 

Let  us  then  see  what  was  the  situation  of  this 
country  at  that  period  of  our  history,  and  what 
were  the  causes  which  led  to  that  great  events 
It  was  not  the  want  of  a  General  Qovernmeat 
that  induced  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
seek  security  in  the  present  Constitution,  hut  the 
want  of  one  with  sufficient  powers  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  union.  That  want  of  efficiency,  which 
characterized  the  Confederation,  emphatically 
styled  "a  rppe  of  sand,"  wffs  not  the  effect  of 
thb  limited  subjects  confided  to  the  deliberations 
of  Congress,  but  the  limited  means  to  carry  their 
determioations  into  effect.  On  recurring  to  that 
instrument  it  will  be  seen,  as  has  been  stated  by 
an  honorable  tnember  from  Kentucky,  TMr.  Jom* 
SON,)  that  tbe  subjects  embraced  are  little  short 
of  those  vested  in  this  Governnoent,  Congress 
was  clothed  with  all  th^  great  .attributes  of  sov« 
ereignty.  'They  had  the  power  to  determine  on 
peace  or  war ;  to  regulate  commerce  (through  thd 
medium  of  commercial  trebles)  with  foreign 
natioos;  to  regulate  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  repri&al;  to  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;  to  raise 
armies^and  nairies.;  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States ;  and  many  other  powers  of 
minor  importance*  Had  they  had  the  means  to 
carry  their  resolutions  into  effect  through  the 
ageivcy  of  their  own  Executive  and  Judicial  ati« 
thoritiesj  and  could,  their  acts  have  reached  the 
people,  instead  of  being  dependent  foe  their  ei(« 
ecution  on  the  will  of  me  States,- 1  venture  to  say 
that  this  Constitution  would  not  have  been  pro- 
posed. It  it  tru9  that  the  organization  of  the 
Government  und^r  the  Confederation  was  greats 
ly  defective;  yet  that  was  not  the  cause  of  its 
dissolution.  It  was  the  imbecility  arising  from 
the  want  of 'meaos  in  the  old  Congress  that  as- 
sembled the  General  Convention.  It  was  that 
which  produced  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  primary  object  of  which,  and  of  the 
people  who  adopted  it,  was  to  place  into  the  hands 
of  tie  new  Government  means  commensurate 
With  the  due  execution  of  all  the  powers  confided 
to  it.  Is  it  rational  therefore  tp  sujppose  that  un- 
der this  impulse,  under  the  pressure  of  the  evil 
which  every  one  felt,  and  the  cause  of  which 
every  one  knew,  those  who  framed  and  adopted 
thisiiutrumeat  could  have  intended  that  we  should 
be  circumscribed  in  the  means  deemed  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  our  measures  or  (as  some  gentle- 
men strangely  suppose)  be  dependent  on  the  States 
for  theml  is  it  in  the  lea&t  probable  that  the 
men  selected  for  their  wisdom,  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed wUh  the  progress  of  man  in  every  age ;  who 
foresaw  the  changes  which  the  state  of  society 
must  undergo  in  this  country  from  the  increase 
of  population,  commerce,  and  the  arts, xould  act 
so  absurdly,  as  to  prescribe  a  certain  set  of  means 
to  carry  on  tbe  operations  of  a  Government  in- 
tended not  only  for  the  present  but  for  future  gen- 
erations ?    There  are  indeed  some  express  liioita* 
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tions  which  the  eircunistances  of  the  times  and 
the  jealousies  of  the  parties  produced,  but  they 
beiDg  expressly  stated  proves  that  the  means  not 
iDterdicled  remain  entirely  at  our  discretion. 

When  we  examtn^  the  viLrious  parts  of  the 
C^ostitutiOQ  with  a  view  to  this  question,  we 
shall  see  many  reasons  in  support  of  the  principle 
for  which  1  contend.  The  last  clause  ot  the  8th 
section  of  the  fir^t  article. invests  Congress  with 
the  '^  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  bene^ 
cessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  delega- 
ted powers,  and  all  powers  vested  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  or  in  any  department 
or  officer  thereof."  To  ivhom  is  connded  the  right 
to  judge  what  shall  be  "  necessary  and  proper  7" 
I  presume  it  will  b^  admitted  that  this  right  is  ex- 
eltibively  inherent  in  Congress.  And  if  Congress 
aion^  h^ve  the  right  to  judge  of  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  the  means,  iv  it  not  absurd  to  say 
thatthey  mustjudge  rightly  or  they  have  no  right 
to  judge  at  all?  I  have  always  apposed,  when 
a  subject  Is  within  the  legitimate  authority  of 
any  men  or  body  of  men,  an  erroneous  deeisioo 
vpoil  such  subject  does  not  prove  a  want  of  jiiris- 
dictioD,  but  of  correct  judgment.  On  this^  like 
on  every  other  subject,  there  will  be  a  variety 
ef  opinions  as  to  what  is  ^necessary  and  proper.'' 
The  majority  must  determine  that  ^ueiition^ 
And.  altnough  ithere  rnay  io  this,  as  in  every 
other  case,  be  fl^^rant  abuses  of  power,  fbr  which 
we  are  responsible,  there  never  can  beany  usurp- 
ation. It  must  always  be  a  question  of  sound 
discretion,  guided  by  the  interests  of  the  Union, 
and  not  a  question  of  power;  unless,  indeed,  We 
should  fall  in  with  the  foncy  of  my  honorable 
colleague  (Mr.BoRWELL)  who  opened  this  debate, 
and  interpolrfte  the  word  "absoluteiyj"«o  that  he 
could  adopt  no  means  but  such  fs  are  ^  absolutely 
necessary,"  which  would  leave  us,  as  has  been 
ably  demonstrated  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Marylaird,  (Mr.  Key,)  without  any  power  at  all. 

Every  subject  which  is  presented  to  us  Within 
the  acknowledged  sphere  of  our  authority,  in* 
Tolves  the  questioii  whether  it  is  **  necessary  and 
proper."  If  a  tax  be  proposed,  v/hich  (as  the  Con- 
stitution is  expounded  by  some,  and  which  I  be- 
lieve to  b6  correct)  can  only  be  laid  "to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,"  it  may  be  objected  that  it  is  un- 
epnstitutiodal,  because  these  objects  may  be  pro- 
vided for  without  any  tax,  pr  without  the  one 
proposed.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
would  be  exclusively  a  question  of  expediency 
and  discretion. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  ubi- 
versally  been  considered  as  a  graftt  of  particular 
and  not  of  general  powers.  Those  powers  are  the 
primary  or  expressly  delegated,  and  the  derivative 
or  implied.  The  character  of  the  inMruroent  pre- 
cluded the  necessity  of  a  "bill  of  rights,^'  because 
the  question  never  could  arise;  what  was  reserved, 
but  what  was  granted.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  well  aware  of  this,  and  so  were 
the  people  who  Itdopted  it.  It  was  therefore  fairly 
to  be  inferred,  that  whenever  there'appears  a  lim- 
itation or  restriction  in  the  shape  of  a  neg$itive 


clause,  Congreto  might  have  exercised  the  power 
interdicted,  had  such  clause  not  been  made  part 
of  the  instrument.  By  examining  this  pare  of 
the  subject,  wd  will  be  able  to  determine  how  far 
it  was  supposed  derivative  or  implied  powers 
would  extend  when  not  restricted. 

The  first  clause  of  the  9th  section  of  the  ftru 
article  provides,  that  "  the  migration  or  importa- 
'  tion  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  States  now 
^  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
'  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  tlie  year  1808, 
*  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  suchimport- 
'  atiop,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

Among  the  delegated  powers,  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  or  importation  of  persons  roto 
the  States,  is  nowhere  to  be  seen ;  but  it  was  justly 
conceived  that  it  was  incidental  to  the  power  **  to 
regulatie  commerce  whh  foreign  nations." 

The  second  clause  of  the  same  section  restricts 
the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cotjnu  to 
certam  circumstances.  There  is  no  express  pow- 
er given  to  any  department  to  grant  it  io  any  in- 
stance. But  <Jongres8  hate  the  power  to  organfze 
th^  judicial  courts,  to  which  is  incident  the  pow- 
er t )  regulate  writs  and  other  processes.  And  as 
this  celebrated  writ  was  deemed  the  birth-right 
of  the  pebple  of  the  States  under  the  State  au- 
thorities, as  the  in%trament  to  release  them  from 
arbitrary  imprisonments,  it  Was  taken  Tor  granted 
ihat'its  benefits  would  be  extended  to  them  under 
this  Government,  and  it  was  conceived  necessary 
to  restriot  the  discretion  of  Congress  in  sospeird- 
inff  its  salutary  operations. 

In  the  third  clause  Of  the  same  section.  Congress 
are  prohibited  from  passing  any  bill  of  attainder 
or  es  post  facto  law.  Congress  are  no  where  di- 
rectly authorized  tlMis  to  interfere  with  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  justice,  so  as  to  subject  an  iodi« 
vidual  to -the  oons^uence  of  an  attainder  at  their 
own  mere  willj  without  a  trial ;  or  to  make  an 
innocent  act  criminal,  by  a  posterior  deetaratioti. 
But  they  have  the  power  to  define  and  pnnisli 
certain  offences,  which  would  have  implied  the 
power  to  do  it  in  any  manner  they  might  have 
thought  proper — hence  it  became  necessary  to 
interpose  this  restriction,  -r 

Ttie  next  three  clauses  contain  restrictions  on 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  and  appropriate 
their  proceeds,  and  show  that  it  was  eonsideral 
as  nblimited,-^  unless  expressly  restricted. 

The  last  clause  in  the  same  section  gives  os  a 
more  comprehensive  idea  bf  the  extent  to  which 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  conceived  the  im- 
plied powers  of  this  Qovernment  might  be  exer^ 
ctsed,  if  not  restricted.  It  provides,  *Mhat  no  title 
of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States.* 
The  whole  context  of  the  Constitution  does  not 
afford  the  most  distant  hint  that  the  creation  of 
an  aristocracy  is  among  the  delegated  powers. 
And  yet  the  interdiction  to  create  such  a  body — 
the  very  name  of  which  is  so  justly  abhorrent  in 
this  country— was  deemed  necessary.  And  why? 
Because  this  Qovernment  has  the  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies  and  navies.  It  has  various 
important  concerns  committed  to  it,  in  which 
Eminem  men  may  itnder  great  and  pferitoriocs 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


731 


HISTORY  OF  CONOEBSS. 


788 


Januaky,  1811» 


Bank  rf  the  United  Aalee. 


H.  OF  R. 


terrke^i  And  as  it  woolii  ifot  have  bean,  re* 
atrteied  ia  rewatdiag  ibam  ajscording  to  its  plea^ 
sara,  it  nlight,  la  conformity  with  the  usage  of 
other  natioos,  have  e^aferred  distinctions  -upon 
Ihemi  whieby  though  they  canlctffijre  no  ezelu- 
siva  rigl^l  to  offce,  migkt  be  attended  with  emol-' 
iraieDt  and  boaat. 

If  tb^  doctrines  which  bava  bieen^adTanced 
upon  this  floor  diviag  the  )>resent  debate  are  trnly 
genuine  and  CoDsiitutional,  than  doe^the  hfstojry 
of  this  country,  for  the  lt«t  tw;eniy  years,  ,prfeent 
a  spectaela  the  most  alarmiag ;  then  have  the 
aperatioas  of  our<JknrerQBeot  bean* nothing  bat 
an  an  interrupted'  sdeoe  of  <^u8i/tpaition.  From  it^ 
oigaah^tion,^  under  the  aqspices  of  the  Arst  «f 
n en' and  of  piitHots,  until  the' present. moment) 
Tiobttion  has  tuneeeded  violation;  the  Cottstitii- 
tiioa  bat'b^ea  trodden  under  foot  by  all  parties, 
and  IS  no  loager  wortb  preserving.  Sir.  I  wiU 
go  Further*  I  vetftare  to  say,  that  if  those  joc- 
f rine9  are  adhered  to  and  acted  apan  in.  every  fa* 
ataaee,  thin  Government  b  at  an  ^ad^  '  It  cannot 
adopt  the  simplest  measuns  necessary  ^r  its  own 
ezistenee,'^  i^od  for'  the  welfare  of  this  peo^le^ 
without  r^sortiog  .to  means'  not  expressly  dele- 
gated. Jf  this  critical  cobstructibn'prevailsy  we 
have  no  risrht  to  disband  oaa  single  man  from  the 
Army  or  Navy.  'Coagress  are  expressly  author- 
ized to  raise  and. support  thto;  but  the  po'wer  lo 
lessen  or  destroy  them,  is  not  to  be  seen,  on  the 
fa«e  of  the  ConstitiitioB.  We  are  invested  with 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  (bfeigd  na- 
tioaa:  but  where  is  the  autbority  toituspend  or 
aonibilate  it  by  an  embargo  or  noAoin^ercou.rse^ 
unless  ir>is  implied 7  '  \ 

To  those  who  are  ndt  carried  away  by  these 
doctrines,  prcj^nant  with  so  much  mischief  to 
this  community,  it  ts  well  worth  the  trouble  to 
examine  the  operattoniof  the  Oovernment  under 
every  Administration. ,  They  will  he  able  to  as- 
certain the  opinions  of  men  of  every  ))any  mani- 
fested by  their  public  acts,  as  to  th^  extent  of  the 
means  coofided  to  ^s  to  give  effect  to  the  dele- 
gated powers^  And  this  inquiry  will,  I  am,  per- 
suaded, tend  to  confirm  the  construction  wpicb 
1  have  attempted  to  give  to  the  CobstitutipHf-  , 

By  the  jConstitption,.  a  Judicial  department, 
with  limited  jurisdiction,  h  established,^ to  give 
efiect  to  the  due  ad  ministration,  of  justiee.ao  far 
as  it  is  confided  to  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States.  Congresis  have,  made  provisfon  for  the^ 
Danish  meat  of  perjury,^  bribery,  stealing  or  falsi- 
lying  records,  re^cue^  opposition^  to  the  executidii 
of  jttdiciaL  proce^,  and  other  ofieQc^s.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  j[>articular  definition  to  these 
erimes,  and  the  punishment  designated,  are  "ab- 
solutely necessary.''  Borne  other  means  perhaps 
more  conducive  to  the  end  might  have  been  em- 
ployed;  and,  indeed, .  it  might  be,  said,  ^hat  as 
Conaress,  by  the  Constitution,  are  Qiuthorized  to 
**  define  and  punish"  Certain  crinies,  it,  implied  a 
negative  to  define  and*  punish  any  other,  and  con- 
sequently those  just  mentioned.  Bur  can  it  be 
necessary  to  waste  the  time^  or  insult  the  good 
of  thb  House,  to  attempt  to  prove  tniu  in 
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these  cas^  Congress  e^rcised  their,-  Constilu- 

tional  power  onljr  ?       .    ■ 

The  power  to  borrow  mdney  op  the  credit  of 
the  United  -States  h^s  been  exercised  by  aajthor* 
izing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
issue  certifipaies  pledging  the  public  £aitb  to  pay 
so  mjQcb  money  ad  therein ^8ta ted.  to  be  sold  in 
the  market  for  what  they  could  bring.  / 

To  give  effect  to  .the -revenue  jsvstem  of  the 
UnKed  States,  Congress  have  employed  means, 
which,  iirstaad  of^  appearing  /^absolutely  necet- 
sary,'^  have  a  irery  reniote  connexion  with  the 
object }  besides  the  mai|](^ penalties  ^nd  ibrijeiturei 
wni^h  are  i^reate^,  the  cftiaen  is  subjected  to  the 
tnoae  ar1i>itrar)r  searches  ai&d  seizure^  dependent 
upon  jtfae  mere  :will  of  the  collectoc;  yet,  the 
auUiority  to,  do  .this,  has  never  been  questioned. 
Undfervthe  power  td  regulate,  cbmnierQa,  Con^ 
gress  have:  erected  ligbtfb9ilsea,  beaeonsj  and 
buoys  I  i  they  have  -established  rules  fbr  the  regu* 
Nation  and  govemmient  of  seamen  in  the  meir*. 
ohanl. service ;tbey  haVe  adopted, measure  for 
their' protection  on  the  bi^  aeks,  andtn  foreJ|(a  • 
countries  I  they  have  iinnosed  a  taj(  lo  be  ezaetef) 
^pm  the4i,^ven  Wheii  abroad,  lo  raise  a  fund  for 
the  sick.and  disable ;  they. h&fe  established  ia 
this  oountfyi  withia  the  jyri^iction  of  the  State 
authorities^  and  without  their  ooosent,. hospitals 
for  their  reception  and  support.  .How  remotely 
connected  are  all  these  things  With  the  pri(nacy 
po-wcr  ",tacegttiatec0mn^ree?"i  Are  they  **' ab- 
solutely necessary''  to  give jefiect  to  that  power? 
Or,  eaa  i|  he  t>reteoded  that  t'be  erection  of  an 
hospiii^l  is.more  iminediatalj  eoanected  wi(h  the 
regulation  cf  commerce  than  a  ban'k  i^  ii^ith  (ha 
various  |lsi:al  operations  of  the  (^overnnrent }  ' 
i^fter  having  gone  thus  f^rjlet  me  ask  every  ra- 
tional mati,  could  Conjp^ss  not  incorppmta  the 
'trustees  of  such  an  hospital,  with  a  view  to  give 
.tbern  iadlvidu^tv,  the  better  to  toable  them  to 
.preaerve'  the  <  funds,  and  administer  the  concerns 
01  the  in.ititu4ion  1  Up(es$'  there  is  something 
m'agkal  in  the  wo»l  f*  corporal  ion,"  it  Appears  to 
me  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  the  sulject. 

Tb^t  Congress  bave.th^  right  to  create  oorpo- 
rati<£ps,  as  iostrum'ental  to  ^effect  objects  confided 
to  tbeni)  seems  to.,  me  susceptible  of  the  clearest 
demoastiation.  ,Fo^  esamples  the  power  "to 
regulate  commerce*'  inc|judes  the  power  to  "j>ro- 
mote  -it  bv  all.  possible  mc^ans,"  Suppose  a  niw 
bran^  otcommei^e  should-  rise  into  view,  which 
promised  great  national  advantages,  but  its  com- 
mencement, was  surrounded  wkh  difficulties,  and 
T^uived  resouwes  to  which  individualenterprise 
and  capital  were  incompetent  will  it  be  coii- 
tehded  that  the  power  which  erected  ho^|Vi|als  to 
nurse  aeamau/  b^ause  it  n^ay  have  a  favorable 
effect , on  commerce,  ciLnaor  iticorporate,  a  com- 
pany with  certain  privileges,  so  that  while  the 
means  of  many  are  united^  they  c^U'act  as  one  in 
promoting  the  sa'me  object?  As  to.monopoUes, 
rpf  which  much  has  been  said,  though  I  am  no^  a 
friend  to  .them,  yet  chrcumstances  may  exist  in 
which  the  interest  of  thecommunitv  will  be  pro** 
moted  in  granting  sQjme,  if  prudently  regulated  ; 
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the  power  to  regulate  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
Congress  4)ave  adopted  d- system  which;^thou|i>h 
not  a  monopoly  in  name,  is  one  in  reality.  They 
h^ye- established  trading-hoifses  on  theirt)Wn  ac- 
count, and,  under  th.e  severest  penalties,  prohib- 
ited every  person  from  trading  with  the  Indians 
withQOt  a  license  from  the  public  superintend- 
ent. xWbat  is  this  but  n  moiiopoiy,  an  exelusiTe 
privilege,  yesCed  iu  the  Government  and  the  per- 
sona licensed  1  And  in  what  do  these  licenses  dif- 
fer in  effect  from  the.privileges.graoied  by  the 
incorpof'ation  of  a  commercial  coinpany  ? 

By  the  jaws  establishing  post  offices  anif  po^t 
roads^  rarioos  offencer.bare  been  creatled^  aiud 
severe  .punvshment  directed,  affecting  those  not 
in  .the  service  of.  the  (Government ;  tpersotis  hhve 
been  exempted  from  serV-ing  In  tli^e  militia  and 
on  juries,  who,  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  are^  ex- 
pressly stibjeet  to  that  service ;  th^is  a  (tirect  in^v 
terferenee  wjth  the  State  authorities,  yet  its  eOA« 
sti^utionality  lias  never  beeil  questipned. 

The  OonstitutioQ.empoyrere  Congress  ''to  der 
-clare*  v^ar,*'  but  no  expr:^  authority  is  given  to 
.preserve  peace;  .y«t,  can  it  be  doubled 'thftt  the 
power  to  effect  that  object  is  implied  9  Witha 
view  to  ft  Coogre^  have  passed  laws  making  it 
•cjTJnifiiat  US  9et  on  fpot  any  enterprise  aMnstany 
>  foreign  nation -with  -whom  the  United  ^tates^  are 
(in  a  state  of  amity^  or  tahun^  ufon  the  lands  be- 
^loiiging  to  the  Indian  uibea. 

Congress  have  power  to  call  oat  the  milLtja  to 
irepel  invasions.  An  invasion,  I  understand  to 
fiiean  a  military  force  actually  in  our  territory; 
yet  an*  a^ithi^ity  has  be^n  given  to  the  President 
40  caU  forth  the  militia  in  ca»e  there  shall  "  be 
imminent  danger  of  invasion,"  with  a  view  t6 
prevent  it.  ^         *    .     .-       » 

The  last  instance  which  I  shall  give,  ab^^wins 
the  distent  to  which  Congress  ha^e  canceived 
their  powers  reached,  is  the  purchase  lof  the  pub- 
lic library.  I  would,  as]^  the^tick:lersf()ff  express 
powers,  where  they  find  the  authority  for  this 
act?  Sir,  taking  tf  detached  view.of  the  subject, 
it  might  be  s^fd  that  we  have. the  same  right  to 
purchase  bouses  for  our  accoronfiodatioo.  The 
act  can  only  be  justified  by  teasonings.apparently 
remote  from  the  object.  To  us  are  oomtn|tted 
the  great  edacems  of  this  aati(>ti ;  it  is  our  duty 
to  be  well  informed.  i|  pone  very  eubjcfcl  that  comes 
beibre  us ;  Mn  order  therefore  to  be  ableio  get  all 
requisite  information,  we  thluk  a  librarAr  necessary 
as  one  of  the  means.  This  course  of  argument 
at  once  proves  everything  for  which  I  contend. 

Su^h,  sir.  has  b^eni  the  uniform  practical  con- 
struction of  the  powers  confided  to  this  Govern- 
ment by  men  of  every  political  description.  .'Sir, 
the  principles,  upon  wnicl^  the  constitutionality 
>of  this  quesftion  rests,  have  not  otfly  been,  recog- 
nised in  every  shape,  but  the  measure  itself  has 
received  the  sanction  of  acqaiesceftce,  if  not  of 
approbation,  for  twenty  years.  Although  I  do 
not  feel  precluded  from  thinking  and  acting  for 
myself^  yet.  fallible  as  I  know-myself  to  bej  i  am 
induced  to  have  great  respect  for  the  acts  of  em- 
inent men,  whose  wisdom  and  patriotism  ft  would 
be  vaia  ia  me  to  pretend  to  rtral.,  Aid  belfeving, 


•as  I  do,  that  among  the  greatest  evils  which  at* 
tend  Republics, 'are  thejnatabilityof  public  coaa- 
ciU,  and  the  want  of  character  and  consistcDcy 
in  public  measures,  I  feel  it  a  portion  of  my  duty 
to  entertain  some  veneration  for  the  acts  of  my 
predecessors,  supported  by  tim^ ;'  at  least  so  larai 
not  tq'dissentiroinihem,  unless  they  appear  t» 
inej^lpably  improper.  . 

When  the  bank  was  incorporated,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  with  one  consent  acquiesced; 
not  a'single  taurmur  was  heafd  ;  oot  a'siagle  p^ 
tliion  was  laid  upon  your  table  alleging  itsuocoo- 
stitutlonality  and  praying[  its  •repeal?  Was  tlie 
patriotismDf  the  cummunitv  Chen  asleep  ?  Were 
they. -less  ^ensibl^  th^n  of  the  neceasity  of  preter- 
vihg  the  great  charter  j)f  their  rights^  free./rom 
vio^ion,  or  less  acute  in  their  pei;ceptloo  of  its 
rnfractioA  than  we  are  now.?  Was  it  left  for  the 
Argqs  ey^  of  the  pr^nt  generation  to  djacoter 
the  deadly  pOwers  of  this  Jiydra ;  and  to  their 
prowess  to  rise  and  strangle  jt?  Sir,  I  should 
reason  difierently.  Believing;  that  there  was u 
much  iAtdli^ence,  as  m^uch  vigilance  and  patriot* 
isni^  in  tbe  country  then  as  there  is  npw,Ia(a 
iaciined  to  think  that  had  there  been'reai  caose 
of  alarm,  it  would,  accprdini^  to  th^  usual coune 
of  thin^^.haye- been  manifested  when  tbe  sal^t 
was  new;  and  when  the'publia  attention  wffsim- 
me(fiately  directed  to  U^  ■   ■  , 

Since;  the  Establishment  of  the  bank  seveial 
laws  have  passed,  for  thepuQi^hmen.t  of  fraadiio 
'Counterfeiting  their  notes;  one  of 'them  under  (he 
late  Admittistratiol^.  If  the  incorporatioaaenrts 
unconstitutional,  could  any  person  be  ponithed 
for  counterfj^'itiDg  tbe  notes  of  thns  bank?  A  per- 
son accused  roust  be  indicted  |pr  having  made  oc 
counterfeited  a  note  or  ^otes  purportfog  to  be  the 
act  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank.  If 
the  law  is  uniconatiiutlonal,  then  in  legal  coDsiroe- 
tion  there  are  no  such  persons ;  and  as  well  might 
the.  accused  h.e  convicted  ot  forging  a  oot^  oa 
some  fictitious  person,  as  the  noteof  abank  whea 
none  such  ^xi^ted.  |loW  has  it  happened  tiiatia 
all  the  rtritiU  which  have  taiken  place,  this  inp- 
niou;5' discovery  has  never  been  madeT  Tfl« 
aounse),  alwayi  sufficiently  vigilant  m  thecaiue 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  have  never  preleodw 
to  question  thp  legal  existence  of  the  baD|:,ifi- 
volted  in  the  constitutionality  of  the  iocorport- 
tioo  act.  The  courts,  composed  of  the  mostea- 
lighteiied  men,  and  of*  difierent  political  pir^i^ 
awprn  to  support  tbe  Constitution,  have  consigned 
the  reputations  of  tnea  to  lasting  disj^rsce,  and 
incarcerated  thena  within  the  confines  of  loath- 
some prisons^  Whejre  they  have  been  soflfered  to 
remainlfor  years';  when  a  single  breath  from jw 
Kxe<<utive  woifld  have  released  them,  ^fc>P"  *^ 
wa?  hishoundfen  duty  to  do,  had  the  act  been  con- 
sidered as  uiMianstitutionai.  "" 

Mtoy  of  the  public  acts  of  the  Govefnm^n* 
might  be  cited  to  prove  the  frequent  and  npiforoi 
redooniiion  of  the  validftv  of  (he  incorporation; 
but  Iwill  not  fatigue  thfe  Hoju?e  with  mefltioniDg 
but  one  other.  As  r^ently  as  the  extra  session 
in  1809,  you  authorized  the  Commissioners  d  the 
Sinking  Fuud  to  borrow  moneyJeonpLtt^^BaBi  o 
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the  United  States  6n  the  credit  of  the  Gorera- 
ment.  If  the  incorporation  is  invalid,  then  there 
is  no  eorporate  capacity  in  the  president  and  di- 
rectors, and  they  hare  no  power  td  make  a  con- 
tract 7o  loan  the  money  of  the  stockholders.  . 

The  necessity  ofa  bank  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  GK>vernment  sterns  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted by  all  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to 
i    the  bill  on  your  table.    Bnt  they  bare  insisted 
I    that  a  bank  created  by  the, United  States  is  not 
I    Deeessapy/ because  the  State  banks  will  aflfbrd  us 
I    the  saihe  conreoiencies.    This  admission,  in'  my^ 
humble  conc^ion,  completely  surrenders  ^e 
\    Qoestioo.    If  a  bapk  it  necessary,  as  ias^rmnental 
to  pve  effect  to  our  fiscal  coi^icerns,  ou?ht  it  not 
to  be  completely  under  our  cllrection  ?  Is  the  jn- 
stnimpent  to  g^rttn  t^e  hand  that  cQiploys  it,  or 
the  band  the  instrarn^eot  ?    The  &tate  banks  are 
UDd^'the  control  of  the  State  authorities^  who 
DMiy^  permit  them-.to- accommodate  us  ornot^  as 
they^  please.    Can  it  be  seriously  conceiVed'  thjut 
this  is  the  kind  of  Gorernment  the  p^ple  intended 
to'establish  )br  the  great  concerns  of  this  Union, 
wbioh  is  to  be  dependent  on  the  States  for  tt^e 
exeetttioQ  of  its.  po#er  1    It  might  as  well  be  cpn-. 
tended  that-^re  hat^  no  rijght  to  appoint  the  cok 
leetors  of  our  rerenue,  because  those  appointed  by 
the  States  to  collect  their  taxes  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  necessary^  .  ' 

Btft  the  hoQorable  member  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Forter)  bts  said  thatjtherejrnothing  tiew 
in  the.  doctrine  .ihat  we  should  be  dependent  on 
the  States  for  the  execution  of  our  measures,  her 
cause  the  same  prtncipler  appears  on*^  the  fa.ce  of 
the  Constitution,  that  jbeaeency  of  the  States  is 
rei^visitf  in  the  elections  of  Senators,  Represen- 
tattres,  and  Electors.  Was  this  urgomeat  even 
apposite,  I  should  suppose  it  a  correct  aas.wer  'to 
say,  that  the  intention  of  those  who  instituted  the 
(Sorerameat  was  to  confine  the  agency  of  the 
States  to  the  case  expressly  stated;  and  the  pres- 
ent^'BOt  being  one  of  them,  our  own  discretion 
wasalotie  to  bi  consulted  and'i>ur  means  emp^oyed> 
But  the  argument  has  no  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject.  We  are  depenijent.upon  thoStates  and  the 
people  for  tbe  organisation  of  the  Go7ernment ; 
but,  whenerier  \i  is  organist,  we  are  dependent' 
upon  oar  own  means  to ghre  effectto  otir  powers. 
As  well  might  the  honorable  member  hare  con- 
teaded  that  we  ate  dependent  on  tht^  eherifiii  of 
Yirginia^  who  hol4  the  elections  and  ro^ke  the 
rerama,  and  without  whose  agency  n(^  represen- 
tation could^etist  from  that  State  on-  this  floor. 

The  argooSent  which  admits^he  mfoessitfof  a 
bank  for  the  purposes  of  this  GorernnyeAL  but 
which  contents  our  right  to  create  one^  because 
that  necessity  is  supplied  by  the  State  institutions, 
leads  to  the  vetj  extraordinary  conclusion,  that 
what  is  unconstitutional  to-day  may* be  constitu- 
tional tb^mbrrow.  If  the  States  shotild  abolish 
their  ^nks,  or.  prohibit  them  from  accommoda- 
ting us,  we  would  have  the  right  to  erect  them 
ourselves;  but  so  long  as  that  i^  not  the  case  we 
hare  not  the  power.  Can  anything  show  in  i 
stronger  light  the  utenable  position  which  ^en- 
tlemeo  oeeapy;than  the  necessity  which  compels 


them  to  acivance  argUmeiits  which  ;will  make 
this  Constitution  (intended  as  the  strong  bond  of 
Union,<^the  same  at  ail  times  aifd  under  all  ciV* 
cbmstances)  a  flexible  instrument  to  be  contracted 
or  extended ;.  to  be  fteble  or  strong,  as  th6  caprice 
of  State  power  may  direct  ?  QalT  ihry  what  you 
will,  sir,  it  is  in  reality  nothing  more  than  the  old 
debiiitared,  miserable  system  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. That  a  bank  is  necessary  for  the  adminls- 
tratioqr  6f  the  national  finances  is  not  only  adriiit- 
fed  by  the  opponebts  of  this'bill,  but  tested  and 
confirmed  by  the  experienceof  other  countries  as 
weH.  as  our  own.  .Does  the  Secrefary  of  the 
Treasury  in  hi^  reportis  on  this  siitgect  propose  to 
manage  our  mdney  concerns  without  the  aid  of 
any  bank,  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Bank 
of  "the  Uaited  States  ?  '  Sucl)  an  idea  has  not  en- 
tered inta  his  imagination,  or  that  of  ai^y  other 
-man  .who  has  thr  most  distant  pr^tedsipns  to  any 
practical  km>w)e4|?e  on  the'subject.  Sir.  it  is  the 
instrumentality  of  the  State  banks  that  must  and 
is  contemplated  to  be.resorti^d  to  in  that -event; 
atid  the  Secretary^  speaks  and  writes  of  the  sub- 
ject in  tb^t  wav.  That  a  bank  is  *' absolutely 
necessary"  I  win  not  pretead  tp  say.  There  is 
scarcely  any  tbinff  efiected  by  hdman  power  where 
there  is  a  physical  impossibility  to  do  it  but  in  one 


way,  or  bdt  by  a  single  mean.  The  necessity  of 
which  I  speak  is  this,'  that  M  is  ni^ore  coni^enient, 
more  prompt,  more  certain,  and  less  expensive 
than  .any  system  thai  can  be  substituted,  to  col- 
lect oifr  revenile;  to  safely  keep  pnr  money ;  to 
pay  our  debts;  to  support  ot>r  Armies  and  Navies ; 
and  in  fact,  to  give  eflepf  to  every  operation  in 
which ^mpney  is  concerned.  Sir,  even  the  incon- 
venience arising  from  'the;ex||^ense  and  hazatd  of 
transmitting  large  sums  of  nioney  todls^nt  parts 
of  th^  Union,  when  the  military  or  other  concerns ' 
of  the  Government  reuuire  it,  is  very  considerable; 
through  the  agency  of  the  bank  it  k  done  without 
^on'e  sin^e  cent  exp^nne^  and  without  any  risk  to 
the  United  States.  The  instrumentality  of  a 
bank  was  deetjied  pfbper.  at  this  time,  when  the 
fineat  conenns  of  this  Government  were  cou^r- 
artlvely  but  very-  limited.  Congress  under  tha 
Confederation  found  it  necessary  to  have  the  aid 
of  such  an  instituti&n\  notwithstanding  they  had 
not  the  power  to  ^  lay  ind  fioWeet  taxes^»  and 
that  necessity  gave  birth  to  the  Bank  of  North 
Amerfca.  -' 

From  the  prrincipl.^  for  which  I«eontend  and 
the  lintfofm  praeticie  of  the  Governihent,  this  in- 
ference is  dedaeitnle;*  that  .wherever  a  power  is 
giten  tOvdo  an  act  or  to  legislate  upon  a  "subject, 
all  the  means, :  Whether  remote  o(  direct,' to  ac- 
complish thQ;  object  in  any  tnanner  deemed  best, 
accompany  the. grant.*  If  this  be  correct,  have 
.:pot  C9ngress  the  right}  under  the  power  to  **  bor- 
row money,"  to  adopt  preciiutionar^  measures, 
so  tha$  a«cabacity  to  lead  may  exbt,  when  the 
necessity  to  borrow  requires  it  ?  "  To  borrow'* 
sums  of  sufficient  magnitude  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government,  in  a  dountry  where  there  n 
very  little  capital  free  from  employment  in  the 
ordinary  pursuits  of  life,  may  be  Very  difioolt, 
unlesB  the  traallaarpliisset  scattered  th^ghieverf 
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ptrt  can  be  united.  This  tendency  baokiog  idslt- 
tutioas  have  io  an  emioeot  de^^ree.  Uod^f  the 
power  to  ^*  fegulate  commeFce,"  CoDgress  have 
cherished  and  protected  those  whose  labor  cootri- 
bated  to  its  success,  :  Uoder  the, power  -to  regU- 
Jat^  trade  witii  the  lodiao  tribes,  ihey  haye  tUT- 
Disbed  ali  the  means  to  carry  on  that  trade ;  and 
why  DO.t,  Onder  the  pow^r  to  "i>orrow  mooey,'.' 
incorpprflte  a  hank,  whichy  wiiiie  i(  creates,  th^ 
abiUty  on  the  part  of  the  institution  to  loan^,  bv 
QDitioff  the  funds  of  roatiy^  ni'ajr  hejsp  modified, 
as  is  the  bill  on  .your  table,  a«  to  make  it  a  coof)i» 
tioB  that  ft'hail  do  so/  when  the^^ccssiitea  of  the 
Ckivernment  ^equira  it? 

Sir,  of  the  efiects  which  the  dissoli^tion  of  the 
Bai^L  of  the  United  Stales  will  ha?e^^  the  com-, 
munity,  I  an)  perhaps  incapable  of  forming  a,  cor- 
rect judgq^en^t,  as  i  do  not.  prof  ess  to  luty-e  atty 
▼ery  exteosiTe  practical  knowledge  of  backing. 
But  it  ^ppeaiis  lo"  toie,  without  resoriiog  to  any 
artificial  means,  juc^iog  only  iiy  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense,  that  thty.musl  be  very  serious,  und 
even  calamitous.  <  In  a  society  iil&s  ours,  compar* 
atively  yet  in  its  infant  state,  { presitmeitQannot 
be.  asseiicd,  with  the  .a)>pefirsnde  of  tru^^hat 
tber€  is  a  greater  floating  capital,  or  a  greater 
portion  of , circulation  medium  than  its  necessi- 
ties re.quire. ,  Withdrawing  then' (rog;t.pObUc 
use  fifteen  millions  of  .dplIariSj  at  least,  one  third 
of  (he,  whole  money  capital  of  the  yoi^.edSMtes, 
(which  it  matters  not  whether  it  is  Jn  specie,  or 
paper  "answering  the  purposes  of  specie)  must  be 
felt  as  a  verylgreat  ineonieoience..  The  pCodupts 
of  the  coumry  m^t  diminish  in  price,  because 
tbeir  value  according  to  the  present  standard 
will,  be  mcich  greater  than. the  fimonnt. of  money 
to  purchase.  O96  qf  (wo  things  seepis  to  .n\e  in- 
evitable, either  (hat  a  great  portipjpi'  01  the  domea^ 
tic  produce  will  be  i'uact/ve  on  ourhands,  or  that 
the  whole  will  j^nk  in  value, to  a  ifvel  with  the 
amount  of  money  (0  -purchase*. 

Th^  merchants  will  more  immediately  feel  Ifat 
baneful  efiects  of  the  dissolution,  of  the  banjt< 
Their  situation  is  at  this  fime.  peculiarly  .emW- 
rasaing.  Their  property,  to  a  very  large  amount 
has  been  confiscated^  sequestered,  Or  detained  ibr 
adjudication)  in  Europie,.jn  ^ontequeiM^e  of  the 
nelarious  mieasures  acb?pted  by  foreign  Powei^s 
agains.^  pur  eommeroe,;  and  a  great  portion  is  ly* 
ing  inactive  in  their  vyarcjiouseft  for  thei  w^nt  of 
a  safe  market  to  whi^b  t<^sf;nd  it  Umf'mg  failed 
in  receiving  their  ^expected  means  by  remittancea. 
from  abroad,  to  aapible  them  locomply  with  their 
•ngsgemenis,  they  require  more  th^n  ever  the 
accommodation  Which'  bank;s  ean^only  afford. 
Disappointed  in  that,  ruin  must  stare  them  in 
the .i^ce,  though  they  may  be  ^buodantfy  solvent; 
a  general  if  not  a  upiversal  bookruptcy  will  eo- 
sne,  which,.while.it  falU  immediately  on  the  itoer-r 
ranlile  classes,  uliimately  affects  every. depart- 
ment-of  society.  For  nothing  ia'more  obvious 
(I  wish  it  was  better,  understood)  than  that,  the 
affairs  of  this  community  sre  sp  closely  inter- 
woven that  no  material  injury  can  be  done  to  any 
one  great  natipnalpursuit,  without  finally  affect? 
log  every  other.    From  this  impending  ruinaoma 


may  fly  for  shelter  to  tbe  money  eapililistt,  wbo 
reserve  J  their  means  to  prey  on  the  itisforuiqes 
find  calamities  of  their  country,  and  borrow  at 
exorbitant  premiums:  but  though  this  may  parrf 
the  evil,  it  it  calculate  to  make  it  the  ito 
certain. 

But  we  lure  told  that  the  waaU  of  themerehsttU 
canand  will  be  supplied  by  the  other  banks.  It 
may  be  so;  but  reasoning  as  I  must  wirhoat  the 
aid  of  the  mysterious  elements  of  logic  (for  thef 
-are  perfectly  jo  to  me)  Resorted  to  by  those  wbo 
pretend  to  praoticaU  kp0wledge  |[^lded  onif  bf 
the  rules  pT  common  .sense,  rsnould  come  to  i^ 
different  coiiclusionw  I  should  suppose  thai  in  til 
preseot  difficult  and  embarrassed  state  of  oar  eon- 
merce,  the  ivl^ole  .-banking ^apitfil  in  tte  Uuted 
States  is  scarcely  competeOt  to  supply  thesceti* 
sities  of  the  cou|itry)  that  withdrawiaff  mott 
than  one  tbifd  must  kave  a  great  deocieDcf, 
which  will  opt  billy  have  the .  effect  of  leaTiqg 
those/ accustomed  to,  be  ftccommodated  bf  the 
Bank  of  the  Uaited  States  and  itsbraDches^?it^ 
out  any  accbmmddation,  but  ^ni  to  dimisi&btbe 
discounts  p(.  the  joihet  banks.  Sir,  this  resoU u 
very  obvious*.  The  gjreai  capital,  large  depwttf. 
extensive  credit,  and  circulation  of  its^pMeTjeM- 
bled  theBankof  t^etlnited^States  and  its  Drascbei 

from  tifiie  to  time*  in  the  Usu^l  course  of  busio^ 
to  have  considerable 'claims  on  the  other  bssifs, 
as  balances  atisii^  frQ|m  the  ititercourae  ^^?^ 
them,,  which  in  ordibarytinres  uader  theisw* 
enpeoi.an  acconimodating  spirit  are  «*^J|J 
jrigoroi^sly  exacted/ or  received  in  P«P^^  „, 
:  whexi  the  affairs  of  this  iosUtutioo  art  to  beMiW 
closed,  those  balances  d;iust  be  paid  ia  spect^tf^ 
the  specie  of  the  other  banks  will  pf  course  diDUji- 
ish.j  they  mu^  then  either  curtail  their  discoanu, 
or  hazard  theiir  credit,  by  leaVii^g  9,  surplus  01 
'.  paper  in  cT/duIaiion  beyond  the  usual  m<*w»" 
redeem  it;  even.the  suspicion  of  whicbF^^* 
and  experienced  men  will  never  encountw* 

Against,  the' Bank  of  the  Uniied,  S^*"'?!?,' 
dices  hav^  been  excised  and  clamors  ^^^^-^ 
every. shape  4itd  in. every  tone.  It  hjw  bees  « 
io  be  a  deadly  viper  lodged  in  out  bos(vsh  wo  JJ 
at  sPme  time,  if  suffered  to  live,  will  »"°f  *?*  |  *!. 
heajli  fancy  hai  coovertcd^  jt  into  It  P<^"^. 
gine  which. will  subvert  our  liberties}  afl  v^^ 
atioh  of  men  who  will  prostrate. our  Goveraoifv 
Sir,  had  X  nothing  to  direbt'  but  my  ^^^^^^ 
1  might  perhaps  be  drawn  into  this  75*^  y^ 
tor  J  but  there  is  a  much  aafi^r'gwio*  ^\fiZ 
These  dreadful  apprebea;^ions  ^'^^^^^^■L^ 
exposed,,  bv  the  honorable  memberrrom  ^f "*  il 
(Mr,^cKE8)  who, so. eloquently  th«  ^  .cV- 
referred  to  the  experience  of  tUe  co"jK^**^iof 
.elusive  answer.  It  is  the  best  te6t  of  to«  .y^jJs 
an  ipstitution.  I  would  not  give  ^^^^  11  phi- 
experience  for  all  the.speculationsof  «":\  ^^^^ 
losophers  and  politicians  that  ev^r  c^'^^^J/ioa  he 
salutary  preqepU  let  the  toreseat  qu^^.  j-^^^ 
Judged,  U  will besecn that  this  preiep<l«M^ 
IS  an  harmless  animal  j.  that  our  ^^^^^^f^lj  pros- 
Governmient  have  been  preserved,  ao."  "  -f^t^is 
perity^has  increased  pimidst  the  ^P^J*?^  fM\W 
fancied  dreadful  engiiw.  ^Sit-U  w4*^^ 
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mwvwi  that  the  bank,  with  atL  its  TDflaence  in  f^vor 
of  the  men  formerly  to  power,  c<$uld  DOt  avert  the 
ehanjfe  which  took  pia<ie  Id  the  puhiLc  cooDcils 
of  this  country.  Afcer  all  this,  let  me  ask  every 
jratioDil  maa  What  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  their  opposition  to  the  (Government,  when 
their^aid  and  their  friendship  prodnt^d  s&  littlcf 
«ffect  ?  The  fact  is,  that  practically  the  bank  must 
always  be  friendly  to  the  Government,  whatever 
may  be  the  abstract  Opinions  of  the  ifsdividaals 
eoinposing  the  stockholders. 

Some.of  the  ar^tHnents  (or  nither  assertions) 
which  have  been  uttered  on.this-floor;  ar.e  strange- 
ly incoffsiatent.    At  one.  time  it  is.said  that  the 
capital  of  this  bank  is  mostly  the  property  of  for- 
eign stockholders,  whoLthus  have  improper  influ- 
ence in  this  country,. which  ought  to  be.  destroyed 
by  potting  down  the  banlc.    When  it  is  stated  by 
the  friends  of  this  bill  that  it  will /be  a  great  pubt 
lie  inconvenience  that  upwards  of  seven  millipi^s 
of  dollars  in  specie  sheutd  be  taken  chit  of  the 
country  to  suddenly,  the  same  gentlemeb  Hll  us 
that  that  will  not  be  the  ease^  for  that  the  foreign 
stockholders  w:il)  vest^^their  moneyin other  banks 
in  th9  United  States.    Is  this  tbe  way  by  which 
w«  are  to  get  clear  of  foreign  itiftuence,  by  driv- 
ing  it  from  its  present  coafined  situation,  that  it 
nuiy  be  infused  into  every  concern  in  this  doen- 
try,lind  corrupt  every  part  of  the  body  politic? 
Poreign  stookholde A  either  have  nn^ae  and  im- 
proper influence  injurious  to  our  welfare,  or  tjiey 
^ave  not.    If  not^  why  this  clamor,  unsupported 
by  any  real  danger?    If  they  have,  is  it  not  aug- 
menting the  evil  by  extending  the  circle  of  Us 
operations? 

So  much  lias  been  said  about  4fae  improper  in- 
ftttenee  which  foreigners  have  in  onr  country  on 
'  aeeoant  of  their  being 'stockholders  of  this  bank. 
that  ir  merits  a  more  minute'  inquiry;  directed 
not  by  -prejudice,  but  by- common  sense,  and  gipv- 
eraed  not  by  assertion  but  by  fact.  On  looking 
into  the  actiaoprperating  thcbM^k,  I  discover 
that  no  person  but  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
eao  be  a  director;  that  foreign  stockholders  have 
no  right  to  vote,'  either  in  person  or  by-prpxy,  for 
•diriectors.  Now,  I  wouldf^ask,  .without  atiy  qf 
thoee  privileges,  hew  is  ihis.fbreiga  influence  pot 
in  motion?  Tliropgh  what  ehannel  is  it  eom- 
nUDici^ted?  Sir,  the  infliience  is  the  other  way, 
if  any.  These  men  have  their  interest  commit- 
ted to  the  ciir^  and  co;itrol  of  our  Government- 
,and  our  citizens,  and  so  long  as  men  feel  an 
affection  for  their  interest,  so  long  something  like 
influence  arising  from  this  circumftadce  may  be 
expected. 

The  mere  employment  of  foreign  capital,  in* 
Bttad  of  bemg  an  injury,  is  a-  real  'benefit  to  the 
'  eeantryh    It  implies  iC  want  of  a  domestic  capi- 
tal coextensive  with  our  necessities,-  as  it  is  one 
of  the  first  axfoi]Cis  in  political  economy,  that  suf- 
^knt^ly  extensive  domestic  means  will  exclude 
the  employment  of  foreign;  and.  therefore^  the 
existence  of  a  foreigo,  is, proof  ot  the  deficiency 
'  of  the  domestic  capital.  '  If  this  idea  is  correct, 
the  beneficial  effects  are  aldne  apparent.    The 
'  foreign  capitalist  lends  us  his  money,  for  which 


he  draws  eight  per  cent,  as  a  dividend,  which 
yields  us  twelve  or  fifteen;, and  thetpntfency  it 
has  to  promote  the  wealth  of  the  nation  may  be 
exemplified  by  supposing  the  case  of  an  individ- 
ual, who  borrows  money  at  six  per  cent»  Which, 
by  applying  its  use  t&  proper  objeqt?,  yields  him 
twelve^..  It  wouldmake  i^o  difierence  to  such  an 
individual  whether  the  person  loaqing  wa^  a  for- 
eigner or  a  ^tizeo  ;  Ve  nad-fornishe<f  the  mebns 
whip)i  made  him  .rich,  while  without  them  he 
iniffht  have  Remained  poor.  So  it  is 'with  this 
nation;  we  have  growh'  wealthy  from  a.cbmpar- 
ativefy  \^f  state;  in  this  change  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  capital  has  had  great  agency. 

It  hias  been  alleged  against  this  bank  that  it 
ctfdflnes  its  selection  of  directors  tp  one  political 
party,  as  Well  as  it» accommodations.  As  to'  the 
political  complexion  of  those  whb  maba^e  the 
concerns  of  this  institution,  I  have  no' personal 
knowledge  ;'the  fat t  majr  be  as  itated. ,  lYithoqt 
approving  of  this  course,  irhich  I  by  no  means 
do,  1.  conceive  that,  v  in  all  money  associations, 
those  interested  may^safeiy  be  trusted  to  manage 
-"  their  own* affairs  in  their  own  way."  The  state- 
ment that  the  bank  confine!^  its  benefits  to  its  own 
party,  if  true,  certainly  shows  intolcfrance,  and 
would  be  with  nie  kign I y  objectionable.  J3ut  I 
have  great  reasons  to  doubt  the  fadt.  I  have 
been  told  by  one  of  xHfi  directors  of  the  office  of 
discount- ' and'  deposite-  at  Baltimore,  that  more 
than  one- half  61  the' amount  of  discdunts  waa 
gratited  there  to  persons  of  opposite  political  sen- 
tltmetits  froiii  ^he  direction,  and  as-  nbthing  but 
suspicion  an(|  aurmise  have  been  offered  in  sop- 
port  of  the  'imputation,  I  '^m  induced  to  believe 
that,  as  it  respects  other  piacesi,'  it  is  equally  un* 
founded.  These  things,- however,  if  even  true, 
would  have  no  effect  on  thy  vote  on  the  present 
question ;  for,  if  the  objections  are  valla,  they 
affect  not  the  principles  of  the  institution^  but  its 
management. 

Tfaavle  detained  you  longer  thiin  I  inteided. 
My  apoloffy  for  occupying  so  much  of  your  ^ime 
mtisi  be  found  in  the  great  interest  which  this 
question's  calculated  to  excite;  a  question  on 
which  \  confess  my  opinion  heretofore  inclined 
the  other  way ;  it  was,  however,  like  many  opin- 
ions, formed  Tf  ithout  a  thorough  invesfigatton  of 
the  object.  *       . 

Permit  me,  in.  conclusion,  once  more  to  direct 
your  attention  to  a  subject  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, on  which  I  have  already  made  some  re- 
ixrarks.  I  mean  the  partialities  which  hftve  been 
manifested  for  ^tate  rights  and  State  pretensions. 
This  subject  has  been  presented  to  us  in  the  most 
lively  and  interestiog  colors.  To  pass  the  bill 
on  your  tkble  has  been  deprecated  as  leading  to 
collisions  with  the  t^tate  authorities — to  discord 
and  divil  war.  Sir,  Jf  we  have  arrived  at  that 
point' when  it  becomes  Qecessary  to  inquire  wh  it 
will  pleAse  the  States,  and  what  acts  they  will 
permit,  instead  of  what  is' right;  then,  indeed, 
are  our  proceedings  (and  evet^  is  our  existence) 
a  nl^iserable  mockery.  If'we  cannot  be  perniilted 
to  think  for  ourselves,  it  is  much  better  to  close 
our  doors  and  go  home.    If  we  cannot  act  inde- 
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pendeatly,  but  otAj  in  the  charapter  of  humble 
iQstruroeots,  to  register  the  wilfof  otbers.  let  us 
not  act  at  all.  I  conceive  it  a  duty  equally  im- 
perious, from  wbjch  I  have  taken  a  soWmn  oath 
not  to  depart,  to -oppose  the  eDcroachmentsof  the 
States,, as  I  do  not  wish  to  encroach. on  ibeim  U 
is  as  esisentlal  that  we  should' eierclse  the  Flowers 
confided  to  us,  uninfluenced  by  them, as  it  is  tbat 
they  should  exercise  those  r.eserv^  to  them,  with- 
out* being  influenced  by  us.  ^  .  '  -  : 
If  it  is  seriously  wished  that  this  Clovernment 
and  thtsi  Union  should  be^  preserved,  it  is  time 
that  the  spirit  of  encroaehmeiit  and  control  as- 
sumed by  some  of  the  Btates  sbpi^id  be  disopur- 
aged.  It  it  i&  suffered  to  ^ain  strength  by.odr 
compliance  or  acqtye9cence)'it^  will  Ultimately 
subvert  that  liberty  and  independence  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  our  best  pairiotts.  Here  is,  in- 
deed^ a  viper,  much  more  deadl-y  than. the  one 
fancied  by  tne  honorable  •  member  .frotn  New 
York,  (Mr.  Pprteb,)  w(iic^,  if  you  do  not  expel 
it  from  your  bospm,  will  surely  sting. you  to  the 
heart — sting  yoa  to'  death.  The  experience  of 
the  two  or  three  la&t  years  sanctipns  the  appre- 
hension that  |he  seeds  of  4isunion  will  be  sown 
by  the  State  authorities.  There  is  no  w^ll- 
>  grounded  fear  that  any  eiioroacho^ot^'by  u&on 
the  States  can  ever  be  successful ;  they  have 
many  means  to  resist  them ;;  th^y  who^.  adrolnis^ 
ter  the  State  ^verninents  aret  comparatively 
numerous  and  disperiied'  throtigh.  every  .part  of 
the  comniunity ;  h^qoo,  thev  will  always  be  able 
to  coUectto  themselves  and  %o  their  measures  a 
greater  portion  of  popularity  than  W£  have  in  our 
power.  The  distance  6f  many  pnrts  froiq  the 
operaiiois  qf  this  QovertUnent,  anid  the  bature  of 
our  powers,  create  jealous)r.  If  to  these  cai^ses 
are  added  fear  and  imbecility  on  our  part,  the 
bonds  which  unite  iis  must  becbdae  fevery  ^ay 
more,  enfeebled;  until  this  Union  shall  be  de- 
stroyed* A  Union  ia  which  is  involved  «very. 
thing  deaf  to  freem^,  |iod  ^hieh  I  had.  fondly 
hoped  would  endure  to  the  end  of  time.  . 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking  «  qu^- 
tiOn  on  the  motion. 

Wednesday,  January  29.        » 

Another  niember,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  John 
Randolph,  appeared,  and  took  his  seal. 

Mr.  Epp^s,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  regulate  and  ^j,  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  regulate  the  laying  put  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-pQorrow.    -^  ,  .    ' 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  oh  the  Pub- 
lic Lands^  made  a  renort  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the-  Indiana  Territory,  referred 
on  the  seventh  instant ;  whieh  Was  read^  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows :  ' 

Resolved.  That  provision  ougbt  to  be  made^ 
by  law,  for  the  sale  of  four  quarter  sections^of 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  to  the  Commis- 


sioners appointed  to  fix  the  permanent  seat  of 
<>Dvemn)ent  therefor,  id  thist.  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Territory,  at  the  same  price  for  which  otker 
public  lands  are  sold. 

Ordered^  That  the  Comtnittefe  on  the  PaUic 
Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  pursttaatto 
the  said 'resolution. 

Mr.  MoRROW)  from  the  same  committee,  alio 
ma4e  a  report  on  another  {)etiiion  of  the  Legis* 
lauire  of  ^he  Indiana  Territory,  referred  oo  the 
twenty-first  instant;  which  was  read,  aad  the 
resolution  therein  con taicied  i^oocurred  in  bjr  tbe 
House,  as  foil ow«:      •-    - 

Resolved]  That  v  the  prayer  of  ihe  petitioBen 
ought  not  to  be  graVttd.  / 

^n  motion  of  Mr.  McKbe, 

Ordered,  That  the  memorfai  of  William  Lam- 
bert, of  Virginia,  presented  the  twcnty-^veoibof 
Decemfber,  1800,  be  ieferred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mesars..  McK<e,  QabdbbIibr,  TuRiaa,  Mrr- 
CHILL,  and  Q^oiNOYy  were  appointed  ihesatdeom- 
norttee. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Cooitilittee  of  Claias, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  or  Lieuteaaal  Gol- 
onel  William-Dent  Beiale ;  which  was  read  ttricf, 
and($o^mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole oa 
Friday  nf xt. 

Mr.  McEiMalso  presei^ired  a  petition  of  stnniry 
mechanics^  manufacturers:  and  traders,  of  Q^ 
hnofe,  praying  the  renewal  of  the  United  Staler 
Bank  charter  j  which  was  ur5iered  xa  lieoa  w 
table.  '      . 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  «Aoaetecn- 
cerning  the  comm4]nication,  by  water,  ^|»^ 
Northern  confines  of  the  United  Statea,  ao<l  for 
Other  pii^r poses,"  was'x^d  twice,  ^od  commit 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  aext 

The  bill  frem  the  Senate,  entitled  ""Aoaetto 
incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  Geofgatowa,^ 
iraa  read  twice,  |ind  committed  to  the  Cooinitw 
of  the  Whole  6B  the  bill  concerning  the  Baat« 
Alexandria,  v       . 

'  Mr.  MiTOBiLL  offered  to  the  House  of  Rep''' 
sentfttlvea  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  w 
whom  was  referred  on  The  19th  January,  18"> 
the  memprial  of  John  Bioren,  W.  John  Dm^i 
and  R.  C.  Weightman : 

«  The  memoriaUsU  inform  Congress  that  they  mw- 
tatea  new,  metho<)ical,  and  Corrected  edition  w«w 
national  law,  consisting  of|  1.  AU  the  pubKc  act*  now 
in  force.  X.  The  decisions  of  the  national  cdurts  tw^ 
on.  "8.  Treaties  and  conventions  wHh  foreipin««J* 
and  ihe  Indian  tribes.  4.- Titles  of  all  the  "to^ 
repealed,  obsolete,  and  expiied.  6.  More  exphw  ^ 
ginai  notes  and  reference  6.  Particoiar  and  g««^ 
indexes  to  the  laws.  7.  A  separate  index  *•  **  •T 
ter  contained  in  the  notes.  The  whole  to  w  ^ 
prised  in  ,fLyie  tohunes  royal  octai^.    .  t^^hiat 

"For  the  completion  «f  this  arduoot  undirwug; 
they  propose  to  employ  the  beat  editorial  »m  F*^ 
sionkl^meaiis^  v.<  _  gf 

"In  considering  the  present  imperfect  condino ^ 
our  stattite  book,  it  is  pleasingjto  1«*"^,  ^  jl^W- 
proved  edition  ia  mediuted.  By  the  aaw  «  *%  ^ 
nmes,  it  may  be  concdved  that  Ihe  pqbUthers  vi^ 
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'  ifllfifTntij  —wiiJUdy  in  the  ordinmrj  way  of  bttsineM. 
But  k  if  aloo  btlbved,  ^t  \X  will  \»  eipedient  te  fur- 
nish the  pohlie  offices,  at  leaet  to  a  certaio  extent,  with 
theee  iiii{Nroved  copies.  For  t)ie  piurpose  of  rmseiving 
this  advantage,  and  of  extending,  at  the  same  time,'  a 
portion  of  the  public  patronage '  to  the  undertaking, 
the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  ^         '         . 

**Resoltfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  author- 
ized to  subscribe,  for  and  Sn  behalf  of  the.  United 

~  States,  for  — ^  copies  of  Bioren,  Duane,  and' Weight- 
man's  edition  of  the  statutes,  treaties,  and  conrent 
ttons;  Frtnridedf  The  same  shall  be 'executed  in  a  cor- 
net and  faithful  ttiamier,  and  in  a  form  and  of  a  price 
which  he  shall  approve:  and  thM  Congress  wiU,  by 
Jaw,  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same."    ^ 

BANK  OP  tHE.UNIT?B  STATES. 
The  Hou^e  resumed  the  eonsiderfttion  of  the 
UDfioiibed  business.    The  moUoo  forj.odefiite 
posipoaemenl  ttili  under  consideration. 

Mr«  CftAWPOBD.i— Nfr.  Speaker,  a  solemn,  im- 
pression of-  the  duty  wbich  I  owe  to  the  oublic, 
and  DBore  partioularly  to,  that' portion  which  I 
more  Immediately  represent,  can  alone  indo<;e 
iae,*awkwardly  circometaoced  as  I  am  froth  habit, 
to  come  forward  on  the  present  occasion ;  or  sup^ 
port  me  onder  the  embarrassn^eot  I  feel,  in  pre-^ 
suming  for  the.firsttime  to  deliver  my  sentiments 
on  a  (question  of  great  National  Imj^onance  before 
a  deliberative  assembly.  The  subject  having 
been  already  very  amply  examine^,!  ahall  con- 
fine my  remarjcs  to  a  ?ery  few  of  the  mo»t  promi^ 
nent  principles  connected'  with  the  bilK  in  so 
doiM,  I  sbaii  manifest  myinclinatiott  cather* than' 
my  ahiliiy  to  perform  my  duty.  Indeed,  after  "the 
eloqnaat  ^nd  coBclnmve  argument  of  the  l^entfe- 
mrns  from  New  Yorh,  (Mr.  Pqrtbr.)  on  the  coo- 
Mcntioaality  of  the  bill  for  the.  renewal  of  the 
charier  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  any  fhirther 
mttempt'to  elueidaltf  that  par^.of  th^  subject  may 
appeal  eouaUy.unn^esisary.  and  impertinent. 
Bal  as  some  very  partial  and  itidirect  attempts 
have  oeea  made  io  set  aside  his  argument^  I  re- 
qoast  yo^indulfeaety  while  I  endeaiM>r  tainves- 
ligaie  the  positions  relied  on  by  his  antagonists 
aa  a  m^ns  of  pklming  this  eouoterfeit  vain 
upon  the  nation  for  twenty  years  longer.'  If,  in 
this  diseussion,  I  depart  from  the  usuiil  foror  of 
addressing  yod«  by  giving  it  aomewhat  of  a  col-» 
loqoial  form,  f  must  rely  upon  the  liberality  of 
the  House  for  indulging  so  unusual  a  chim  upon 
their  altentign.  .  •  ^        -, 

As  a  Representative  of  the  people,  then,  1  as- 
some  what  bas  beel)  called  an  ineiusiTe  power 
to  establish  a  bank,  as  inctdental  to  the  "power 
granted  to  lay  and-coUect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
aad  eteisfs,  by  the  Constitution,  iit  section  8th, 
articie  1st,  as  incontrovertible.  In  granting  this 
power,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  1  possess  %ll 
the  mieana  necessary  to  carry  such  ^ower  into 
«lbct.  It  is  left  to  my  drscretron  to  emplay  the 
best  means  which  offer  for  that  purpose.  This 
opinion  is  supported  by  article  seventeenth  of  the 
^  same  section,  which  empowers  me  to  make  all 
laws  which  sh^ll  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 


and  all  other  powers  rested  by  this  Constitutioa 
in  the  Qovernniedt  of  the  United  States,  or  iq- 
anv  department  thereof.  If,  therefote,  I  consider 
A  bank  as  neeessiiry  and  proper  to  carry  into 
efect  the  poweV  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  il  thence 
becomes  a  power  growing  out  of  Constitutional 
apthortty,'  and  it  -is  my  duty  to  carry  it  iuto  exe- 
cution.  -  ; 

Here  I  am  interrupted  by  my  constituent,^  who 
objects,  that  I  have  failed*  in  the  establishment 
■of  my  premises,  and  in.  proving  that  a  bank  ia 
the  most  stiitable  means  to  accomplish'  the  end-  < 
in  view.  That  many  other  measures  more  ade- 
quate present  themselves  to  his  mind;  and  if 
taxes  may  be  colleeied  by  safer  and  better  means, 
banks  become,  agreeably  to  your  x)wn  docirioe, 
unpecessary^^nd  therefore  uoconstitotional. 

This  objection  I  endeavor  to  surmount,  by  al- 
leging thajt  banks,  by  furnishing  moneyj  provide 
tfa^  m^ans  of  purchasing  the  fruits  of  my  ia^us- 
try;  and  thus,'by  bringing  mpre  competitors  into 
the  lAarket,  I  am  eqabled  to  dispose  of  my  pro- 
ductions with  greater  certainty^  anct  at  a  better 
prioei  Hence,  I  am  qualified  to  comply  with  the 
oemands  of  *Qovernment,  without  seriously  suf- 
feripgfrom  the  pressure,  occasioned  by  such  de- 
mand. Banks,  therefore,  affording  more  conve- 
nient meana  of'  paying  taxea,  become  necessary 
and'  proper  to  their  cc^ection,  and  are  therefore 
Constitutional.      .   . ' 

Here,. again,  my  constituent  objects^  that,  those 
who  hold  bank  paper  will  not  part  with  it  with- 
out adequate  varue,  in  produce  or  other  property. 
If  St  should  so  happen  that  there  shall  be  little  or 
no  demand  for  such  prod uce^  Or  property,  the 
papsr  holder  will  either  refuse  to  exchange  his 
paper  therefor,  or  reduce  the  price  in  proporlioii 
to  the  unsaleiible  of  perishable  nature  of  the  com- 
modities offered.  Nay.  -havltig,  by  his  fictitious 
representative^,  nearly  banished  gold  and  silver 
from  the  >market,  he  may  feel  dtsposed  to  take  an 
undue  advantage,  of  this  withdrawn  competi- 
tion ;  and  thus  farther  diminish  or  ae^troy  the 
capacity  to  comply  With  the  public  demands. 
Banks,  therefore;  afford  only  a  problematical  re- 
source on  wbichr  to  rely  for  the  payment  of  taxes. 
They  are  themsdves  the  effect,  and  not  the 
cause,  of  ittcreased  cpmmercial  prosperity.  The 
6onsumption  of,  and  demand  for.  the  articles  pro- 
duced; furnish  the  true  Tneansor  meeting  alt  de- 
mands, by  the  equivalent  g^ven  for  such  produc- 
tions. BaDk  paper  stands,  by  agreement,  as  the 
sign  only  of  such  equivalent,  and  not  as  the  thing 
^ignifieo.  and  possessed  of  intrinsic  value.  The 
thing  signified  is,  therefore,  alone  essential  to  the 
paymenfof  taxes.  This  is  the  result  of  my*  la- 
bor, or  of  such  articles  .as  that  labor  has  been 
exchanged  for.  While  there  is  a  demand  for  the 
products  of  my  labor,  th^re  will  be  no  deficiency 
of  means  to  pay«taxes.  If  this,  demand* ceases, 
bank,  paper  will  not  relieve  my  distress.  Banks 
afford,  therefor^,  only  a  conditional,' and  not  an 
athsolute  means,  to  favor  the  laying  and  collect- 
ing of  taxes.  They  are  not  the  best  which  offer 
as  necessary  and  proper,  and  are,  consequently, 
not  Constitutional.    This  argument  maybe  more 
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strpnglf  enforced  by  traciog  it  ihroufh  Its  rarU 
ous,  relalioip  an^  tendeDcies.  The  CS)Datitutioi| 
prohibits  abe  State  Legislatures  Crom  making 
anything  save  gold  or  silver  a  legaUeoder.  If ence^ 
you  inav  infer  that  Congress  possesses  the  power 
to  establish  a  Bank,  and  make  its  papier  a  legal 
lender.  For,  if  they  possess. a  power  to  establish 
;a  bank,  as  a  means  for  the  laying,  and  coileeting 
uxes,  they  must'also  possess^  the  m^ans  qf'qiak- 
dDg  such  bank  paper  efficient.  If  they  possess  a 
power  to  make  bank  paper  a  legal  tender,  td  sup- 
t.port  the. institution  of  a  bank,  they  p98ses8  like- 
wise the  means  of  epforcing  this  pow^c.  The 
^Dest  means  of  enforcing  this  power  is  a  standing 
larmy.  -        ' 

Congress,  therefore^  according  to  your  doctrine,' 
posSesses^  the  power,  in  the  last  resorx,  to>compel; 
'  us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  receive  their 
bank  paper,'  as  a  legal  tender  \  thaC  ijiey  may  give 
focillty  to,  the  laying  and  collecting  of  ti^es. 
Such  are  the  dangerous  conclusions  to  which  the 
admission  of  such  arbitrary  doctrines  necessarily 
leads-'dodtrines^  to  which,  I  trust,  we  will  nei- 
ther of  tks  submit,  while  life  remains.  Bat  I  will 
now  endeavor  \q  show  that  you  possess  no  Qort- 
stilutional  authority  tpenforcesucb  tyraanicaMoc- 
triaes.  In  article  tenth,.ameodment8to  the  Con- 
atitution,  the  doctrine  is  expressly  laid  down,  that, 
^  the  powers  not  delegated  by  the  Constitutran-to 
'  the  United  'States,  nor  prpbibiied  by  it  t6  the 

*  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  pr 

*  to"^  the  people,"  But  the  ^pow^er  to  erect  hanKsi/i 
to  where  prohibited,  by  Jhe  Constitution,  to  the 
States;  it  is  therefore  reserved  by  it  to"^ the  States 

>  respectively,  or  to  the  peoj)le.  Congress  tbere*> 
iprecandot  usurp  this  power  over  the  States,  so 

^  explicitly  and  expressly  reserved,  without  a  fla- 

.  fftaut  viot^ition  of  ibis  (not  an  interpolation  4s  it 
has  beeii  jpeiuitioally  staled,  but)  integral  part  of 

.  the  CoAsiitbtion.    This  bpinionr  is  coofirioed  by 
articia  mnth,  amendments  to  the  Constitmion, 
which  deelarea,  that  the  enumeration  in  the  Con 
atitution  of  certain  rights  ^hall'npt  be  construed 

.  to  ^^oV,  or  <JKsparaffe,  others  retained  by  the  peo- 
)Ue.  But  the  people  ha;ve  retained  the  riglvt:  to. 
establish  bank$'^r9r  All  banka  not  delegated  to 

'the  people, or  prohibited  to  (he  States^ are  reserved 
to  the  States. respectively, or  to  thd  people.  The 
States  and  the  people. have  exbrcised  this  right,. 
Their  power  to  do  so  has  never  been  questioned. 
Every  attempt  to  exercise  this  ppWer,.on  the  part 
of  Cpneress,  is  an  ecusroachmenton  this  right — is 
a  denial  or  disparagement  thereof;  and  becoifies 
thence  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The 
States  are  prohibited  from  making' a nytD^ng.  but 
gold  and  silver  ^  legal  tender.'.  They  possess  aa' 
unquestionable  rig^  ta  erect  barnks-r-but  they, 
cannot  .make  theiir,  paper  a  legal  tender.    If  Con- 

fress  possess^  ihe  power  to  create  a  National 
tank,'tbey  are  not  prohibited  from  making  its 
paper  a  kgal  tender* .  TJiis  ^il^nce  may  hk  con- 
strued into  a  power  of  giving  legality  to  their'pa- 
per,  by  making  it  a  tender*  It  may  thus  be  exer-? 
cised  so  as  to  construe  their  right  into  a  denial  or 
disparagement  of  the  rights  retained  by  tbe  people, 
if  any  doubts  still  remain  respecting  your  want 


of  Oonstkui tonal  avtboriii^  t«  treate  a  Nitieail 
Bank,  I  will  proceed  to  isatisff  yoa  that  yoa  ire 
clothed  with^no  such  daiigero^s  power.. 

By  the  Constitution  you  are  inerelT  the  ser- 
vants of  the  people,acring  under  a  specific  pover 
of  delegated  trust. '  Tou  are  strictly  limited  to 
the  powers  therein  delegated,  or  to  Such  iocidentsl 
powers,  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
execution  the  foregoing  .powers,  and  aU  other 
powers  vested  by.tbisConstrtution^ia  theOoren* 
meat  of  the  U|iited  ^ate8,.or  i|i  any  departmeot 
or  office  thereof;  that  is,  you  ahall  possess  allcbe 
means  necessary  and  proper,  jMrovided  the  poven 
vefted  iu.yoit  bj'the  Cottslituiiott cannot  Ucar- 
ried  into  effect  without  ^ch  means;  or  where 
your  power  to  use  such  means  is  not  doubtfalor 
limited.  Jn  article  fifth  of  the  Gonstitutioa  we 
are  instracted^  that —        '. 

•<  The  Contr^ijM,  wheoerer  two-t£i|dc  af  bdlh  Hmhi 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  pfOpose  aaeMmcBli  to 
the  Cobstitatioii,  or,  'on  the^appiSdatkm  of  the  Legirift* 
tures  of  twp-thirds  of  the  leveral  Sutes,  shiH  eill « 
ComrMitiba  for  pTopoaiog  amevidmeDts,,  which  in  dtber 
case  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  aiul'piirpoie%fi|ut 
of  this  Co^atitutioQ,  wh^a  ratified  bj  three4btaitki  of 
'  tha  several  States,  or  .by  .inventions'  in  tluM  ysrti 
thereof,  as  ^e  one  or  the  other  mode  of  rstififistiflBBiT 
be  proposed  by  the  Congress,  provided  that  no  mm- 
tfient  which  aiay  be  made  ^prior  to  the  year  ooe  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ^eight,  shall  in  any  naoD^r 
aifiectthe  6  rst  and  fourth  Causes  in  the  ninth  section 
of  the  ft'rat  article,  and  tl|ftt  no  State,  without  its  eao- 
sent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  sUffiage  m  the  Seosts. 

If  the  States  and  the  people  were  so  extreoeiy 
cautioiia  and  guarded  iiv  pnicuring  aoT  ttaead' 
nieUt  to  the  Constitution,  wili  they  oalmlf  wit- 
ness a  aacrilegious  ifi fraction  of  its  most  saered 
principles  ?  Will  ihejf  permit you^by  aceasttW' 
tlve  power,  to  create  riffhta  whidh  deny ordispl^ 
age  those  which  threy  have  expressly  re*^!']^^^ 
themselves  1-  Have  they  not  ordered  yoa,  whea- 
ever  yoUr  powers  aredouhtfttl,  defeeuveor  hm- 
iied,  to  apply  to  them  for  the  remedy?  B»^J 
they  not  explicitly  provided. the  manner ia  whiea 
such  remedy  shall  bejtpplied  ?  They  bare  soi 
permit^d  you  to  cut  and  carte  for' youB«»«^ 
A  power  is  gfiven  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  4iu«S) 
imposts,  and  excises.^  Vou  shall  have  eolJecwr' 
and  excise  offiaei|[s  as  ineid^utal  to  their  «*«^"^J^° ' 
you  are  tq  provide  the  safest,  deposites  for  taeffl 

witbin  your  Constitutional  reach ;  you  "**^^ 
serve  them  under  your  perpetual  control  hy*'*' 
tract ;  you  wiH  be  allowed  atntionery; store  rajffl, 
and  house  rent,  with  every  other  csaBOiisll|l«c^l 
modatiOn;  but  as  we  haye  reserred  the  p^  „ 
creating  banks  to  the  States  or  to  oorseJreir  f^ 
cap  <Uaiiiv  no  Constitutional  powef  over  taewj 
unless  >within  the  district  o«er  which  f«  »* 
gi?en  you  exclusive  legislation:  aad  f^''P*'r,j 
you  are  invested  with  merely  as  l*^**f^JL 
that  district,  and  not  in  your  capacity  of  *»Pr 
sentativea  of  the  States  respectif eiy,  ^  **' 
people.  ,".  f  .^iii- 

•  But  you  conclude  that  the  question  ^^J  ^, 
tufiopality  issetiled  by  precedent, acqii»e*«^ 
by  all  the  constituted  author  iti^  for  twenty  y^ 
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Soch^m  oo«(ilumoii  fkets  will  not  justify.  It  is  a 
niost  d&Aeerous  doctriDe;  tt  is  an  ahaddoBment 
of  the  State  80?ere1gDtie8,  who  have  for  twenty 
years  praoticatly  opposed  and  denied  sacb  doc^ 
trine.  Morethan  tnree-foarihs  of  the  Stales  haTe, 
for  a  large  portion  of  that  period,  been  in  the  prac- 
tice of  establishing  baoH  within  their  respective 
State  sovereignties.  If  they  bad  divested  them- 
selves of  this  sovereignty,  byjt  delegation  of  aaeh 

'  power  to  the  United  States,  they  would  never 
have  dared  to  eiercise  such  a  flagrant  umrpation 
of  .power.  Cofigress  eould  not,  wit4ioiit  violating 
their  oaths,  ha  v;e  permitted  this  ostjirpadot)  of  their 
delegated  aothorhies.  Upon  all  other  occasiQDs 
they  have  been  sufficiently  jealous  of  the  en- 
eroachnacent  of  State  authorities.  Can  it  be  fm- 
mgined  that  they  would  have  witnessed  such  a 
daring  and  ibngeroos  innovation,  if  iiuch  powers 
>hadbeen  uoequlvecaHy  delegated  ?  On  a  subject 
of  sueh  magnittrde,  n6  one  can  believe  such  |m^ 
lw4^bable^supposittons.  But  it  is  all-important  to 
Che  peace,  safety,  and  hapj^iness  of  the  Union,  that 
this  abbject  bfr  fully  and  fairly  met  5  that  it  mqy 
be  set  for  ever  at  rest.  It  is  a  «uhj^t  on  whien 
•we  cannot  suppose  the  ConstittMion  was  ihten<» 
tionally  silent;  provided  the  power  was  intended 
to  be  giv^en  by  the  States.  It  is  one  in  the  exer*- 
eise  of  whicn  collision  would  most  frequently 
occur.  The  povrer  wbukF therefore  lie  expressly 
gi  weo,^xf)ressly  reserved ;  or,  an  agreement  made 
tor  share  it  mutually^  If  any  such  agreement 
elTMtji.  it  must,  from  the  necessity  of  the  ^ase^he 
ap«cific.  express,  aod  aeeurately  defined  and  lim-* 
ited.^  NbsucQ  compact  exists  in  the  Constttutibn 
of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  subject  there  is 
therefore  only  one  alternative.  *The  'potveir  is 
either  expressly  given^  or  reserved.  It  is  of  too 
imperious  a  nature  to  be  sought  for  bf  implication, 
iiiel«siotf<  dr  as  an  incidental  means  to  carry  any 
other  power  into  effect.  It  haa  never  been  con- 
tended.tbtt  anv  such  power  .is  expressly  jfiveik  by 

-tbe  Constitution.  If  it  had  ever  been  parted 
with,  it  was  all-important  that  it  should  have  been 
psrted  with  expressly. '  If  it  has  been  paited  with, 
It  catr  be  shows.  If  it  can  be  shown,  it  requires 
no  easotstry  to  support  it.    Casmstry  may  involve 


period.  Those  'who  advocate  the  power  of  the 
United  States  over  this  subject  must  yield  the 
sOvereiffnty^of  the  individual  States.  They  must 
show  this  yielding  of  sovereignty,  Otherwise  their 
power  i^  a  Usurpation.  They  Have  not  shown 
any  such  delegation  of  sovereignty  by  the  States. 
They  never  can  show  it,' in  this  Constitutional 
instrument.  It  is  tbereinexpressly  reserved;  For, 
i*  the  powers  not  delegated  to  theUoit^  States. by 

*  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  lo  the 
^  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 

*  to  the  people." 

Obliged  thus  to  abandon  my  Constitutional  po« 
siiion,  1  endeavored  to  rally  my  scattered  forces;  on 
the  extensive  field  of  expediencv— I  expatiated  on 
the  imniebse  advantages  resulting  frpoi  a  com- 
mon circulating  medium,  the  facilities  afforded 
thereby  to  our  fisical  anfl  commercial  relations, 
and  the  stimulus  giren  to  industry  by  a  large  for- 
eign capital.  My  conistituent  suddenly  arrested 
my  progress,  by  observing,  that  it  appeared  idle 
to  consume  our  time  in  castle-building,  while  we 
possessed  neither. the  power  nor  the  that erials, 
to  erect  them.  For,  when  the'  Constitutional  au- 
thority is  denied,  00  expediency  cAn  justify  such  * 
an-  assumjption  of  power.  Such  an  assumption 
would,  it  acquiesced,  in,  hreak  down  all  the 
mounds  raised  by  the  pebpie  .for  their  protection 
against  thie  lawless  eneroachments  of  power.  It 
would  remove  those  landmarks,  set  up  hv  thiem 
for  their  guide;  and  wheneversuch  encroachments 
would  be  at  tempted,,  expose  them  a  defenceless 
pirey  to  their  enemies.  I  will,  however,  offer  a 
f^w  observatipbs  on  the  subject  of  expediency ; 
^Dd  hope  to  show  you  that,  even  on  that  ground, 
you  are  exposed  to  defeat.  '  Ajs  to  tiie^cal  ope- 
rations of  the  country,  they  may  be  readily  and 
safely-conducted  through  less  dangerous  chan- 
nels; by  a  different  modification  of  means,  within 
Gonstitutionat  reach.  A  large  foreign  dapital  is 
equally  susceptible  of  heing  injuriously,  as  of  be- 
in  j^  beneficially  employed."  We  had  better  remain 
unemployed,  than  use  means  tq  promote  industry 
which  may  only  place  us  more  completely  at  the 
discretion  of  foreign  Powers ;  by  giving  tb^m  the 
discretion  of,  and  command  over,  our  ipdustry. 


and  obscure,  it  can  but  seldom  enlighten  its  sub- 1  It  cannot  be  questioned,  that  the^  large  foreign 
ject.  '        ,  '      capital  in  our  country  has  been  hij|;bly  instru- 

mental in  deluging  our  country  with  unneces- 
sary and  extravagant  articles  of  foreign  growth 
and  manufacture.  These  foreign  gewgaws  have 
nearly  destroyed,  our  economical  and*  simple  hab- 


The  sole  power  fftven  lo  the  United  States, 

to  coin  money,  regulate  commerce,  or  make  wary 

has  never  been  questioned.    Upoi\  these  subjects 

BO  Sute  has  ever  shown  a  disposition  to  interfere, 

ettker  with  the  powers,  or  the  oceans  necessary 

to  curry  these  powers  into  effect.    "No  similardei- 

egacion  of  power  on  the  subject  of  banking  can 

be  shown.    It  i^  therefore  expressly  reserved. 

fi^or  if  it  has  not  been  so  reserved,  the  individual 

Stateshave,  most  of  them,  been  in  the  daily  usDr- 

pation-of  a  power  which  did  not  of  right  belong 

to  them;  which  of  right  beloaffed  to  another,  hr 

nearly  twenty  years.    But  if  they  have  be^  in 

the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  l^utbority,  then  have 

the  United  States  been  exercising  a  dangerous  and 

arbitrary  usurpation  of  powc^,  never  delegated — 

expressly  reserved,  and  practically  denied  and  op^ 

ppaed  by  the  States^  daring  the  whole  of  (hat 


its,  as  an  agricultural  people;  and  rendered  us 
tributary  to  those  foreiffn' Powers,  whose  meretri- 
cious arts  have  inveigled,  us  into  such  prodigal 
consumption,  of  thbir  commodities.  The  same 
funds  have  bt^n  employed  to  retard  our  progress 
in  manufacturing  lor  ourselves — lest  we  should 
become  in  reality  independent,  and  disobedient 
to  our  task- masters ;  whose  attful  policy  has 
nearly  banished  gold  and  silver,  by  the  introducr 
tion>  of  their  fictitious  capital,  that  the^  might 
thus  disarm  our  energies — if  the  expiring  em- 
bers of  personal  liberty  or  natiooarindependence 
should  again  rekindle,  and  nerve  our  arms  and 
animate  our  hearts  against  every  Insidious  or  per- 
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fidicfus  eDcroachmetit  upoo  the  deareat  rights  of 
freen^eQ.     .  -       '    ^ 

Again,  I  end^vored  to  arrest  the  glowing  pro- 
gress of  my  constituent,  by  directing  his  atten- 
tion to>he  naiiierous  memorials  on  otu  table; 
painting,  in  fascinating  colors,  the  beneficial  op- 
erations of  this  institution  on  our  country,  and 
its  CrOfernment:  and,  shading  the  back  ground 
of  the  picture  in  sombre  colors,  with  the  ruin 
which  a  refusal  to  rech^ter  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  must  bring  down  on  the  devoted 
heads  of  our  State  banks,  and  ourfComm«rcial 
cities— and  ^hich  threatens  to  extend  its  desola* 
tions,  to  evei-y  description  of  our  citizens.  J 

What,  my  friend  f  exclaimed  my  constituent^ 
h«ive  these  basilisks  so  fjuscinatc^d  you,  by  their 
legerdemain  artifices,  as  to  deprive  you  of  the 
evidence  of  your  senses?  Have  fou  not,  from 
the  same  description  of  people,  numerous  repre^ 
sentatioas  which  boast  a  redundant  capiul  7  So 
redundant  as  to  induce  them  to  vest  their  sirper-' 
fluity  of  wealth  in  spieculations  upon  British 
manufactures,  and  other  articles  of  mitish  com- 
merce, by  anticipated  remittances?.  Is  it  un- 
reasonable to  traQ0  these  contradictory  statements 
to  the  akme  impure  soifrce ?  Mav  not  this  redon* 
dant  wealth  consist  of  nationai  or  mercantile 
deposjtes,  in  the  National  Bank^c^raiMed  to  Such 
special  firiends  as  trade  in  British  commodities, 
to  favor  their  immense  importations,  and  de-. 
'  stroy  our  infant  manufactures^  that  they  may 
shackle  our  commerce  in  foireign  fetters?  May 
not  the  fictitious  capital  of.  the  same  institution 
be  employed  to  coerce  American  citizens — the 
friends  of  American  prosperity  and  independence 
— into  a  repewal  of  their  favorite  bank  charter? 
To  this  rational  soluijon  of  memorials  so  con- 
tradictory in  their  nature,  I  coald  offer  no  satis- 
factory-reply— I  gave  up  the  cause  as  hopeless, 
on  American  ground.  As  auvAmerican  ciiizeiii 
I  can  never  yield  my  assent  to  a  noueasure,  so  ap- 
parently pregnant  with  mischief  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  my  constituents,  t  cannot  thus 
betray  the  confidence  reposed  m  me  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  people,  or  violate  the 
oath  which  I  have  taken  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gabland  said  he  was  sensible  of  thaaaxi- 
ety  of  the  House  on  all  sides  to  uke  this  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he 
now  trespassed  on  any  portion  of  their  time;  but^ 
as  he  should  probably  on  this  qu^ion  give  a  vote 
diflferent  from  that  of  most  of  his  colleagues  and 
many  of  his  poKiical  friends,  with  whom  he  hafd 
been  accuston^ed  to  act,  he  trusted  that  he  should 
stand  excused  for  the  small  portion  of  time  that 
he  designed  to  occupy.  In  the  view,"  said  he, 
^hich  I  intend  to  take  of  this  subject,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  go  into  a  critical  examination  of 
the  Copstitutional  ground  on  which  it  is  con-> 
ceived  this  subject  rests..  I  am  willing  to  believe 
that  those  who  made  the  Constitution  understood 
it  in  all  its  bearings,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  adopted ',  and  as  many  of  the  persons  who 
were  members  of  the  Convention  were  in -Con. 
gress  la  1791,  when  ilhe  charter  of  the  Bank  of 


the  United  Slates  was  granted,  I  ctaaot  be  lo 
uncharitable  as  to  believe  that  they  would  kare 
beei^  the  first  to  violate  it»  sacred  priDci|»let.  I 
am  willing  to  believe  tha^they  possessed  asnieh 
undersunding  and  patriotism  as  we  do,  and,  there- 
fore, believe  that  they  would  not  hare  ben  the 
first  to  violate  the  sacred  principle^  of  thai  in- 
strument, lo'  this  Qpioioa  I  am  slrooglj  tt|h 
ported  by  the  conduct  of  the  difierent  8uibN,U; 
most  of  whom  have  passed  laws  for  paaifbin; 
and  have  consigned  to  ia>fritonment  the  eoo^ 
terfeit^rs  of  the  notes  of  this  bank.  I  presaait 
it  will  not  now  be.  contended  that  alLrbeSntes 
havef  united  in  carrying  intp  execution  u  utwt 
stitutioaal  law,  and  that  the  United  Siateilitfe, 
at  difierent  tim^  and  undet  different  Adauiis- 
tratibns,  recognised  its  legality  and  e'ofoice^  iu 
principles  for  nearly  twenty  yw^rs.  Itdoeitp- 
pear  to  me,*  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  uniform  acqii- 
escence  of  thecountrjr  in  a  measure  for  sock  i 
length  of  time,  should  pm  the  Conftastiinl 
iquestion  at  rest,  and,  for  the  sake'of  sooetkii; 
like  stabiruy  in  our  proceedings,  this  sliooM  be 
considered  as  an  adjudicated  case,  in  wiiicbibe 
law  and  Constitution  seeth  to  hare  beea  seuM 
by  univecsal  consent.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  Iwill 
call  your  4ittcntion  for  a  single  momeot  to  tbe 
eightb  section  of  the  first  arucle  of  the  Cooiu- 
tutioa  of  4be  United  States.  It  will  ibero  k 
found  ibat  «  Congress  siiall  hava  power  to  lif 
'  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  in>posts,  aod  excise^  lo 

*  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  genwlwei- 

*  fare  of  ^he  United  ^latea,  and  to  pan  iWkws 
<  which,  are  net^esaary  and  pro^r  for  cmpof 
*tlie  foregoing. powers  into  execution."  l«Wl 
attempt  to  show  from  this  cluuse  i^  theCewu- 
tution  that  Congress  have  ample  power  wjmi 
the  hill  for  extending  the  cbarter  of  the  Diitw 
Stajtes'  Bank^  and  this  I  expect  to  do,  wM^oot 
calling  in.  th«  aid  of  the  general  graal  ot  poweri 
|is  contained  in  ihef  Constiimion— from  wwcH 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  turn  with  such  disgaA" 
and  in  disi^usstng  ibis  point,  I  shall  atieopi » 
reason  on  thinn  as  they  now  exist.  CoBfos 
have  imposed  diities  and  imposts,  wl>'<^V[J?l 
their  nature,  must  be  collected  in  the  wemi 
States.  .  Thenr,  connected  wiib  ih®  "*H  J!!t 
ing  is  the  right  of  collecting,  and  with  ihei^* 
of  collecting  is  that  of  debosite  and  traosaiisttoo, 
in  that  manner  which  is  best  calculated  loeiny 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  iheOovernmeBi;  ^ 
the  proper  inquiry  for  this  House  is,  HowciJ 
these,  objects  be  best  effected  ?  Will  act  a  »« 
be  most  desirable,  on  many  accounts,  «d<J**J' • 
paper  of  which  shall  be  wefl  Irnown  sod  wtllof* 
culated throughout  the  United  States?  Tbw»«J 
will  receive  your  money  and  transmit  it  w  aojf 
part  of  the  United  Sutes  where  it  mar  ^^'^ 
at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  **"*•  |f£^JJ 
means,  ^he  expense  of  collection  #ill  I*  "^^I?^ 
and  the  money  transmitted  lo  any  part  w  »J* 
United  Sutes,  so  as  to  enable  the  QoTeramettiw 
pay  the  debts  and  provide.for  the  f«"*"*/j^ 
fare.  In  this  point  of  view  I  consider  the  wjj 
necessarv  and  proDer  j  and  if  it  be  "^^^^^ 
proper,  then  the  plaia-htoguage  of  the  Comw 
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tioo  is  satisfied,  and  is  pot  made  to  depfod  on  be- 
ing absolutely  qecessary,  as  geptiemen  seem  to 

'  ar£ue.  And  wbetber  this  is  dooe  by  one  indirid- 
ual,  or  by  the  incorporating  of  a  number  of  indi- 
Tiduals,  is  not  material  qd  the  present  questiop^ 
onlv  a»  it  relates  to  efiectfng  the  object,  and  that 
urill  be  best  effected  by  the  incorporating;  of  a 
number  of  individualsyextendiog  their  offices  of 

.  discount  and  depo^ite  from  one  end  of  the-United 
Slates  to  the.  other,  all  linked  together  by  com- 
mon interest  and  duty.  . 

But  some  gentlemen  say  that  this  will  be  a 
corporation,  and  th&t  all  corporations  are  anti- 
Republican.  This  is  a  naked  assertign^  and  is 
unsupported  by  any  itind  of  evidence.  The  pro- 
priety of  granting  acts  of  incorporation  is  mpde 
to  depend  on  the  object  to  be  accomplished  t^ere; 
by  ',  and.  to  my  view,  republicanism  has.nothiug 
to  do  with  the  present  question.  This  is  only  th^ 
means  necessary  to  carry  ihto  effect  on^  or  the 
specific  granta  of  power  cont^inef  in  the  Con- 
stitulion.  But  it  has  often  appeared  to  pae  that 
the  word  "republicanism"  is  used. in  tliis  House 
as*  a  kind  ot  watchwofd^  Without' any  appropri- 
ate meaning  or  application  to  the  subject  under 

^  consideration,  and  in  this  case  it  seeoas  to  be  ad/- 
^esseil  to  the  feelings  of  merabi^rs  more  than  to 
their  judgments.  -  But,  sir,  will  it  be  said  that  to 
collect  and  transmit  the  rteveX|ue  of  the  United 
States  free  of  .expense  is  an  anti-republican  meas- 
ure? I  presume  I  not.  Is  any  man^s  rights  in- 
taded,  or  are  the  great  principles  of  equal  liberty 
destroyed  i  I  prestfma  not.  Tl^ep  what  can  re- 
pa  blictnism  or  anti-republicanism,  have  fo  do' 
with  the  present  question  ?  It  does  appear  t9  me. 
that  it  can  have  nothing. 

But«  gentlemen  say,  they  can  furnish  us  with  a 
st3  bstitute  to  carry  on  the  fiscitl  operations  of  Oov- 
erDn;ient.  .And  what  is  that?    One  gcntlen^n 
tel/s  us  to  collect  the  revenue  in  specie  and  ship 
coastwise ;  and  anothec  tells  ^s  that  the  State 
bank  paper  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the' 
Government,  and  that  the  State  bankai  will  be 
safe  places  of  deposite  for-wour  r/evenue.    But 
have  not  these  geiitlemen  turnished  you, with 
strong  arguments  against  both  of  these  plans  1 
They  telfyou.that  you  need  no.t  be  under  any 
apprebensioo  6f  the  specie  being  carried  out  of 
the  country ;  that  the  risk  would  be  so  great  that 
DO  man  in  his  senses  would  attempt  it,  and,  not- 
withsunding  they  recommend  it, to  this  Bouse  as 
a  coarse  to  be  pursued  by  the  Qov'ernment.   They 
also  tell  you  tnat  State  banks  are  not  to  be  trust- 
ed ;  that  they  carry  on  a  kind  of  licensed  fraud, 
and  issue  their  notes  to  a  large  amount  without 
having  any  specie  in  their  vaults.    If  this  be 
true,  then,  I  presume  that  they  would  be  very 
improper  places  forthe  reception  and  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  revenue,  and^  therefore, should 
not  be  resorted  to.    And  this  ts  not  the  only  ob- 
jection to  State  banks.    Their  paper  will  not  cir- 
culate generally  throughout  the  United  States; 
there  will  be  a  different  value  stamped  upon  it  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  might  well 
be  refused  by  the  creditors  of  the  Government. 
In  addition  to  this,  they  do  not  form  and  keep  up 


that  chain  of  connexion  throughout  the  United 
States  that, would  enable  them  to- transmit  the 
money'  to  such  places  as  the  demands  on  the 
Qovernment  tnigl^t  re<)dire. 

Then.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  Bank  of  the  United 
S.tates  snail  be  put  down,  (a  measure  which  I  con- 
sider almost  certain^)  your  revenue  will  be  pay- 
abie  in  specie,  and  nothing  else  can  be  received 
agreeable  to  the  existing  laws  of  the  land.  And 
have  gentlemen  given  themselves  lime  to  consider 
where  this  specie  is  to  come  from  "l  Have  they . 
reflected  that.  from,  the  bes^  data  on  which  yrt 
can  form  a  calculation,  there  are  less  than  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  in  actual  specie  in  the  United 
States;  a  sum  not  more  than  sufficient  t6,meet 
the  demand,  of  the  Gbvernment  in  onejrear  of 
commercial  prosperity^  even  if  it  was  in  your 
power  to  ui)lock  the  chest  of  every  miser,  and  to 
bring  into  circulation  every  cent  of  actual  specie 
now  in  the  United,  States?  And  this,  yod  well 
^oow,  will  not  be  in  yaour  power.  And  was  it  in 
your  pow^r  to  bring  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
united  Slates  the  whole  amouol  of  specie  now 
in  the  country,  and  in  that  way  were  you  able  to 
discharge  the  demands  of  the  Croveroment  for  one 
year,  what  will  then  be  left, to  give  currency  to 
the  bank  p&jpcr  ^s  a  circulating  mediutn  in  the 
country  ?  To  give  currency  to  bank  paper,  it 
mast  carry  with  it  abelief.  atieasi,  (hat  there  is, 
in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  from  which  the  paper 
issues,  a  sufficiency  of  actual  specie  to  re'nuer  to 
you  a  dollar  in  specie  foi;  every  dollar. in  paper 
which  ]rou  retiirn  them.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
impression  oaiinot  be  made  in  the  present  state  of 
things.  It  will  Very  ,8000  be  known  that  the 
Treastlry  of  the  United  States  has  gathered  rato 
its  vaults  all  the  actual  specie  in  the  counti-y. 
This  being  the  case,  there  Can  be  no  specie  in  jihe 
yaults  of  the  bank.  Of  course,  the  paper  will 
cease  to^circuiaie,or,.if  it  circula^tes  at  all,  it  will 
be  kl  a  rate  below  its -nominal  value. 
^  But,  sir,  will  those  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
dociriite  that  State  bank  paper  shall  be  receivable 
in  dischargj^  of  the  revenue-tell  me  who  is  to  make^ 
the  selection  from  amongst  the  banks ;  whose  pa- 
per is  to  be  received  ?  Do  they  mean  to  throw 
ihe  responsibility  from , their  own  shoulders  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  nuke  hint 
individually  liable  in  case  the  bank  should  fail? 
I  presume  not.  This  wpuld  be  an  unreasonable 
responsibility.  And  if  this  is  not  the  case,  the 
public  revehues  will  be  exposed  to  great  risk,  and 
f/equent  losses  will  be  the  certain  consequence. 
In  addition  to  thils  objectibn,  If  the  Secreury  of 
the  Treasqry  is  to  be  left  at  his  own  discretion  to 
take  such  State  bank  paper  as  may  suit  his  mer^ 
will  and  pleasure,  without  any  individual  liabil- 
ity, do  vou  not  at  once^ive  him  a  decided  control 
over  all  the  moneyed  mstitutions  of  the  coiintry, 
and  an  influence  greater  than  what  is  possessed 
by  all  the  rest  of  the  (3overnn;^ent  besides,  and 
that  at  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States?  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  I 
have  the  highest  confidence  in  the  ii^tegrity  and 
talents  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  we  do  not  know  haw  long  he  may  hgld  that 
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'  office,  and  we  know  not  who  maf  be  his  sacces* 
aor;  and  if  there  was  a  certainty  that  he  Would 
eoQtinuf  to  administer  the  ffxcal  concerns' of  the 
Qorernment,  still,  I  Contend  that  itwooid  be  un- 
wise and  unsafe  to  phroe  so  much  power  and 
inflaedce  in  the  bands  of  any  officer  of  the  Qot- 
eroment  that  i»  so  far  remored  frofn  the  people, 
and  to  whom  he  feels'no  kind  of  responsibility. 

But,  sir.  if  the  Government  refuses  lo  receive 
State  bank  paper;* as  I  presume'  they  will,  then 
it  most  depreciate,  and  will  no  longer  be  a  circu- 
lating medium  in  the  conntrv  at  it^  nominal 
ralue.  We  shall  then  wjctiess  tne  strange  pheno- 
menon of  a  country,  wfth  an*  export  trade  worth 
upwards  of  seventy  million^  of  oollars  annually, 
without  one  single  cent  in  circulation  that  will  ^ 
a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  or  receivable  In 
the  purchasie  of  produce  at  its  nominal  value. 
How  far  this  will  Comport  w?tb.the  interest  of 
this  nation  is  for  those  to  determine  who  preside 
'  over  its  concerns.  It  h(»  afways  been  m^  opin- 
ion that  the  true  interest  of  a  nation  consisted  in 
her  having  a  circulating  medium  at  least  equal 
to  her  elport  frade  and  one  year's  revjeoue;  and,  if 
she^difi  not  possess  that  in  actual  specie,  it  should 
be  the  wisdom  of  Qorernnient  to  create  an  arti- 
ficial capital  equal  to  those  objects^and  that  it 
should  «be  80  secured  as  to  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  nation.  Wjthout  this  circulalinft  medium, 
the  spirit  of  industry,  will  be  ciiecked,  aiericul- 
ture  will  no  lohger  flot^rish,  fl(nd  a  universal  Hop-, 
page  of  t)ayment  must  take  place.  I  hope  gen-' 
tlemen.will  at  least  take  time  to  reflect  before 

'  thev  draw  down  on  their  cQuntrv  th6se  di;eful 
evlls^  and  will  not  suffer  thcfr  minds  to  be  ocoa- 
pied  too  much  by  party  feelings,  which  in  my 
opinion  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present 
question.  B^t  some  gentlemen  seem  prepared 
to  denounce  everv  man  who  does  not  give  his 
negatiYe  to  the  bill  underconsideration.  Sir,  con- 
siderations of  this  kind  will  have  but  little  weight 
with  me.  I' know  no  party  but,  the  i»eople;  I 
know  no  interest  ^but  the  public  welfare  $  and  I' 
shall,  on  this  and  all  other  qoestions,'which  tMre' 
presented  for  my  decision,  give  such  a  vote  as  in 
niy  judgmept  is  best  calculated  to  promote  these* 
great  objects;  and  if  1  err,. I  shall  have  the  con- 
solation that  I  hafve  independently  exercised  my 
best  understanding  and  that  I  have  not  been  the 
blind  follower  or  any  political  party. 

I  But,  Mr.  Speaker^!  will  take  gentlemen  on 
their  own  ground'  for  a  moment,  and  see  how 
this  measure  will  operate..  They  say  that  the 
State  banks  will  go  on  to  issde  their  paper  and  it 
will  continue  to  circulate  as  usual^  but,  sir,  let 
it  be  recollected  that  bynh)>  dissolution  of  the 
charter  Of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  about 
aeventeen  millions  of  dollars  are  at  onc^  taken 
out  of  circulation,  which  is  equal'  to.  one-fifth  of 
all  the  floating  capital  of  the  United  States. 
Then,  independent  of  thc|  individual  distress 
which  this'must  prodode,  it  will  reduce  the  value 
of  all  produce  and  property  in  market  in  the  pro- 
portion that  the  sum  taken  out  of  circulation 
bears  to  ,tbe  whole  sum  now  in  circulation.  I 
presume  that  sneh  a  state  of  things  cannot  be 


desirable ;  (6t  although  you  may  by  your  met 
sores  reduce  the  price  of  tobacco,  flour,  benp 
dtc,  still  you  will  not  be  able  to  procure  a  txuhel 
of  salt  or  a  pound  of  sugar  for  less  than  wbtt  ii 
is  now  selling  for.  But' my  honorable  eolleigai 
(Mr.  Bubwell)  seems  to  think  that  (his  woold 
be  very  desirable.  He  says  it  would  reduc*  tki 
price  of  labor,  and  in  that  way  the  farmer  inJ 
planter  would  be  forced  to  abandon  bisagrical- 
tural  pursuits,  and  become  a  laboier  in  soon 
manufacturing  institution,  at  low  wages,  ti^ 
thereby  enable  the  manufacturer  of  this  coQoiry 
to  uitaerseir  the  manufacturer  of  Borope.  To 
my  tnind  this  appears  to  be  a  wild  theory, at  wir 
with  the  best  interest  of  the  country.  I  coosfder 
agriculture  as  the  fountain  of  wealth  <n  thiicuon- 
try.  and  commerce  and  manufactures  as  the  bind- 
m^ids,  and  I  never  can  consent  to  the  depre«on 
of  the  former  for  the  bebeftt  of  the  latter.  ItwooU 
be  with  extreme  rc^gret  that  I  should  sec  the  is- 
dependent  cultivators  of  the  spil  obliged  lotbsi- 
don  th<»ir  farms  and  take  up  their  resideoceui 
workshop,  and  become  the  dependants  of  some 
lordly  tyrant,  instead  of  bein^  the  indepejoeoj 
cultivators  of  the.  earth.  In  addition  to  thM 
have  always  considered  the  agricijitorist astte 
best  citizen  5  as  entertaining  more  rational  low 
of  liberty,  aqd  being  more  stroOglf  aitacM  to 
the  independence  of  his  country;  and  it  w  « 
agriculture  that  we  must  rely  for  wealth  w  trme 
of  war,  and  it  therefore  has  a  primary  cliua  o« 
the  patronage  of  Government.  . 

The  gentleman  from  NewYork(Mr.Poir«ij 
has  told  us  that,  inasrauchr  as  the  f">«».Jfj;* 
bill  under  co^ideration  have  relied  on  dittetw 
parts  of  the  Constitution,  therefore,  no  ^.^P 
gives  as  the  power.  The  aingularilf  of  this  iw 
IS  manifested  to  the  weakest  capacity,  and » 
fair  deductions  vary  apparent ;  1  F?'°!J^„ 
if  the  measure  can  be  supported  and  J^^r^Z, 
de'r  difierent  views  of  the  Constitution,  it  proT» 
that  tlie  measure  is  abundantly  ju^iilled  ©n  v.w 
stltuiional  grounds,  and  that  it  i*  in  unison  wiu 
the  general  principles  of  the  ^n"';"""*^'*^,,,!/ 
shall  we  be  told,  because  it  has  the  ^V^ 
many  parts  of  the  Constitution,  it  i«  weal^  ^ 
if  jt  had  only  one  t  .  To  exemplify  ^l^^^ij 
pose  a  piroposition  in  arithmetic  wat  Dj  ^J 
modes  of  calculating  you  could  ■7*7*!*  i-jc 
same  result,  would  if  be  said  that  »M^*^ 
true  than  where  you  could  only  come  at  ^^ 
suit  in  one  particular  way  ?  I  presume  ^^^  ^ 
Mr.  Speaker.ifany  measure  could  derives  rejs 

from  the  ipconsistency  of  its  «^^^*'^Ji  ^npo- 
nents,  then,  sir.  I.  am  persuaded  ^^l^ .f,^ (gfoi 
nentsto  the  bill  have  done  as  much  in  ws^^^^ 
as  its  friends  have.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  '^^.^j^g 
the  diifferent  grounds  on  which  the  oppw  ^^ 
hav^*  relied.  Some  gentlemen  are  ^PP^  ^p. 
Constitutional  grounds ;  some  gc°'*^"*f °JJi||  co- 
posed  because  they  are  afraid  the  ^^^,  .j^  tbe 
alesoe  with  |he  Oovernmeni  and  eve""  ^ 
liberty  of  the  people;  others  are  oppo««^  j^^ 
the  bank  is  hostile  to  the  Government  .. 
are  opposed  because  tliey  wanta  Naiionf'  ^^p. 
and  others  are  opposed  becaosea  p»rtci  w 
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iial  stock  i$  owned  by  foreigoefs;  und  bere  (bey 
attempt  to  awaXen.aU  the  angry  feelings p(  the. 
smtioQ  against  the  use. of  foreign  capitaVwhiie 
tbey  car^fuUv  keep  oat  of  vi?w  ,the  fact;  that  a 
Republican  AdmiDistration  sold  tp  foreigners  all 
the  capital  which  tbey  bad  in .  this  bank ;  and 
thus,  by  uniting  all  Iboseheierogeneoua  objections, 
a  ipflgofity  is  formed  in. this  House  opposed ita 
tbe  passage  of  tbe  bill.  But,  sir,  1  da  not  ^pect 
to  derive  any  aid  from  tbe^e  incoherent  obj)?ctions 
as  giving  a^y  support  to  ih^  bjli^  ior,  from  the 
zeal  that  ^ntlemen  have  shown  in  tbeir.opposi- 


tion  to  this  bilj,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  thay 
would  touch- every  striag  tbat  was  likely  la souqo 
in  unison « with  thefeelingi  of  any  part  of  this: 
House.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  pass  ov«r  'ma«y  of 
the  minor  objeetiony  that  aremad^totbe  fMi-ssage 
of  tbei  bill  now  un4e)PjConAidarati6a,and.c<)iiie  to 
tbe  conclusions  of  tbe  i>p|v>n«nts  of  the  meai^ttrct. 
Tbty  are  oUiged  to  admit  th^ktbe  establish oteat 
of  aucb  a  bank  as  is  conteiloplated  by  tbej^iU  un* 
der  cooslderatioA  would  rbe  conveniei^t  and  woul4 
•id  ibe  fiscal  operations  of-tbe.GoveromeiM,4ind 
aay  that  if  it  wa^.  tbe  only  way  iu  which  the 
fiaaac^  of  tbecoutivy  could  be  adminisiered,'. 
thei^  it  would'  be  justifiable.  And  bere,  To  my, 
opinion,  tbcc^nilemea  give  up  tbeCoas^itutiooj^ 
groiind  I  for^lf  tbe  measure  be  accessary  and  pro^ 
per  to  carry  into  ezocutiqo  any  of  the  specific 
graats  9f  power,  cbu^ined  in.  \hf  Co|is|iiu\ioB, 
then  tbe  i^lajo.hiBgiMge  and  meaning  of  that  in- 
strument i*  satisfied,  and  i^.  not  mi4^  it>  depend 
upon  the  question  wbecber  tbcfe'is  no  4jifther  way^ 
in  wbieb  it  can  be  doqe.  ^      ,   < 

1  bave  'endeavored^  Mr.  Speaker^  io  exaroiae 
this  subject  with  caador.and  prepa|re>  my  taied 
to  decide,  oa  it  without  taking  kito  yieW^he  fuia 
of  ibousi^Mis^ that  mast.be  tbe  certain  ,^onse* 
^ueoce  of  withdrawing  from  circtrlaf-ion  at  one 
time  so  inueb  of  tbe  flMitiog  cafMtal  of  the  count 
ttj^  And  it  does  appear  to  ine,  in -every  point  of 
view  in  which  I  have  been  able  to  .examine  it^ 
that  at  this  time  to  break  in  upop  the  established 
orjder  of  things,  uqder  which  (be  United  Siates 
bayo  progres^  in  wealth  and.  proaperity  utktxr 
ampled  ^n  airy  preaediag  iweaty.  years«  would 
be.  to  aay  tbe  least  of  ii,  a  daifkgerooe  esp^rimeet. 

ME.  Nicaoi«eoN.*^Mr.  Speaker:  As  1  shall  vote 
ag^jtast  an  indefinite  postpSoaetieiit*  of  tbtKbill, 
becai;^  1  shall  vote/or  the  entke  bill,  when  render- 
ed as  ^juk  liaMe  to  objections  as  possible  ft  a»d 
as  thia  vote  will  probably  etand  ^t  vatiance  with 
nia^y  of  those  M  tvbose  orpiaions  JL  entertain  a 
high  respect^  I  deem  it  essential,  as.  well  for  my 
jostificatioa  as  for  the  informati^iL  of  oibers,  to 
state  the  reasoiis  upon  which  my  vote  is  to  be 
given. 

Tbe  system  of  banking  being  animproTeoieiit 
upon  tbe  moneyed  syitero,  by;  which  commerce, 
or  the  ezebaoge  of  commodities^  is  carried  on, 
and.  therefore  still  more  complex  in  its  operaitions, 
and  more  difficult  to  be  understood,  baa  excited 
the  apprplatioii  of  some,  while  it  has  equally  ex- 
cited the  prejudices  of  etheirs.  Those,  however, 
who  b|ive  been  best  fcquaio ted  with  its  dpera- 
Uooi^  vhen  properly  regulated,  ha^e,  in  all  coun* 


tries,  united  in  a  ge9e,ral  expression  of  a  con  vie* 
lion  of  its  utility,  not  only  as  it  respects  personal 
convenience,  but  aUo  aa  it  regards  the  facility  . 
with  which  the  financial  affairs  of  nations  can^  . 
wit^  its  aid^  be  conducted.  . 

An  this  subject  haa  become  quite  interesting^  it 
become  the  duty  of  ei^ery  one  tp  assist/in  an  en-* 
d^avor  to  throw  all. possible  light  on  tbe  subject,; 
not  only  as4o  the  consiitutionality  of  this  Gov- 
ernment fegislating  uponat,  but  also  as  It  regards 
its  opetatioos  and  e&cts^  in  drder  that  we  may 
have  as  clear  a  view  of  the  whole  ground  as  po»* 
i^ble,  end  thereby  be  better,  enabled  to  judge  with 
morji  certainQr  ot  the  merits  or  den^eriu  pf  t^e 
bill  npw  under  considerati^o.  I  shall  therefore 
endeavor  to  explain  4nyi  views  of  the  subjei^t  as 
concisely  M  possible ;  .apd  if  1  sbaiU.  in  aay  le- 
specit.  be  found  groping  in  tbe  dark, in  the  Keiparks 
whicn  I  shall  offi»r,  I  tr^ii^t  that  an  ordio|irv4egi«a 
of  candor  will  be  sufficieauto  shield  me  (rom  the 
imputation  of  sinister  desfgh.  First,  thea^  as  to 
itrconstitutioUality.  .  /  "^ 

'  Perhaps,  sir,  tbe  doubts  entertained  by  some, 
of  tbecod^siitUiionaUty  of  tbishiU,  arise  from  an 
eaireme,.aDd,  as  I  cpoeeive,  unfounded  jealouayy 
that  this  Qoverameat  iscaleulated  graduaDy'to 
u^rp  the  powers  of  tbe  State  Qovernmei^is. 
This  jealousy  is  a  foible  with  many  well  meaaing 
legislators; 'I  boiPitf^ver  respect  it,  as  1  am  sensible  ^ 
tba(  itarises  from  a  good  motive;  and  I  believe 
ibat  if  it  be  kept' within  reasqnable  bounds,  it 
may,  at  l^st,  be  of  no  disservice  in  preserving 
obr  federative  systeip.  of  government.  Probably 
we,'in  some  hreiasure  dense  this  jeeirusy  of  ti^ 
exercise  'pf.  powers,  from  our  .ancestors.  Th^ 
Crowa^  the  Peeraaei  aj^d  the  Commons,  of  Gkeat 
Britain^are  tbree; distinct  and  conflicting  intereau 
•^the  Crown. to  preserve  its  prerogativea--itbe  , 
Peerage  to  preserve  their  privileges— and  theX)oia* 
mODs  to  presierve  tbe|r  righis,  iffthev.caa*  But 
here,  «|r,we  have  aeither  Crowp  nor.  Peerage — we 
have  no  interest  J»u^  the  interest  of  the  Como^ma.. 
or  the  People.  ■  Our  Geneial  Government,  as  well 
9t9  our  respective  Stat^  governments,  emanate  di-  . 
r^ctly  ^rom  tbdi>^ple;  tbe  people  heve  the  same 
control  dvfr  each;  and  why  we sboulti  b^vSO  jeal- 
ous of  jtbe  former,  end  so  partial  (o  Uie  latter^ 
seems  soioewbat  difficult  t<r  determine* 

When  our  Federal  Constitution  was  adopted, 
the  knowledge  of  a  fedecative  system,,  upon  iu  . 
present  plan^  was  new,  aifd  existed  mef^ely  lA  the- 
ory. The  objects,  however,  intended  to  be  efieot- . 
ed  by  its  adoption,  are  clearly  bad  distinctly  set 
forth  in  iu.preamble.    Tkey  are  ^  to  forma  more 

<  perfect  un^n,  establish  justice,  insure jdomestie 
'  kanquiUitv,  provide  for  the  como^on  defence,, 

<  promote  the  general  welfare,  (ind  secure  the  • 
*  blessings  of  liberty,"  Ac  Yet,  in  ijie,  eighth 
sectioii  of  that  instrument,  which  contains  an 
eaumeraiion  of  certain'  specific  powers,  there  is, 
not  the  sAme  clearness  aad  precision.  In  the  fiirst 
paragraph  of  (bat  section,  powers  are  given  to^ 
Congress  to  provide  for  tbe  common  defence  ai^d 
genera^  V^lf^re  of  tbe  Uoited  Siatea;  and  these 
powefs,  which  Hre  necessarily  unsusceptible  of 
preciae  definitions,  are  coupled  with  othe.ra,  in  t)ia 
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same  paragrajph,  in  slioh  if)a.nt)er  as  to  render  their 
meaning  doubifnl,  especially  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  entertain  at  strong^  parrtrality  for  the  powers 
of  the  State 'governments.  *  The  powers  of  this 
Qorermnent,  which  arise  from  the  operation  of 
common  law, are  still  moreind^fibit^.  and/in  the 
mitids  of  many,  difficult  ta  comprehend.  Per- 
haps, sir,  generally  speaking,  it  woofd  not  be  too 
niQcn  to  say,  that  it  must  remain  for  that  good 
sense  which  is  the  offspring  ofexperience  and 
mature  deffBeration,  more  than  to  specific  defini- 
tions of  powers  ,a's  set  forth  in  that  instrument,  to 
ascfrtain  precisely  what  powers  th^.GeneralGot* 
erhment  ou^ht  to  possess,  and  what  the  States 
ought;  individually,  to^retain.  In  forming  that 
instrument^  no  doubt,  sir^  such  powers,' if  not  all 
necessary  powers,  were  intended  to  be  given  to 
this  Government,  aaT  should  be  adequate  to  alt  the 
purposes  of  national  Sovereignty ;  that  itwasm>r; 
for  want  of  these  essential,  to  hobble  on  crutches 
through  an  imperfect  state  of  existence  to -pre- 
mature decay;. 'in  shon,.that  it,,  being  like  the 
State  governments,  an  emanation  from  the  peo- 
ple, should  be  so  far  self-existent  as  tadepend  for 
Its  support  on  that  power  t)nly,  the  collected  ppw- 
er  of  the  people,  which  first  ushered.it  into  exist- 
ence. In  the  rederativ^  system,  which  I  esteem 
the  perfection  of  the  science  of  government,  the 
rule  to  be  observed  in  thetiistributioa  of  its  pow- 
ers, between' ^h^  Confederated  States  and  the 
Federal  head,  is,  as  I  conceive,  simrphi  and  pl^in. 
1<  is  this:  Can  an^  partfcular  power,  wliich  is 
about  JO  be  vested^  Somewhere,  be  exercised  in 
local  and  separate  districts  oi*  Stfttes,  consistently 
with  the  safety  and  good  of  the' whole?  If  it 
can,  it  ought  of  course  to  be  exercised  by  the  re- 
spective State  governments.  All  other  powers, 
which  cannot  b^thas  confided,  consistently  with 
the  safety  and  good  of  the  whole,  ought  to  belong 
to  the  General  Government. . 

Accofdiog  tothis^qle,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
powers  which  belonsto  the  States  are  mOch  tlie 
most  numerous,  and  by  fgirtt^e  most  important 
in  securing  the  rlghtsand  privileges  of  the  citizen. 

I  umisbt  contending  thkt  the  Federal  Cotasti- 
tution  is  exactly  conformable  to  this  rule {  but  it 
does  not,  however,  essentially  varv  fVonl  it.  There 
are,  as  I  conceive,  two  or  three  additional  power* 
whbh  ought  tone  incorporated  in  that  inkru- 
ment,  to  wit,  the  powers  to  provide  for  a  general 
mtem  of  education,  and  to  mkke  canal*  and 
roads  I  and  it  contains  at  least  one  power,  the 
"  ppw'er  to  establish  an  uniform  system  <k  bank- 
ruptcy," whi<3h,  as  experience  has  evinced,  on^t 
to  belong  to  thi^  States.  -  Bnn'sir,  the  power  now 
nnder  consideration,  the  establislMnent  of  a  bank- 
ing system,  I  am  fujly  convinced  is  improperly 
and  stricilywithiYi  the  limits  ahd  nieaning  of  the 
Cotistiiutiow,  and  I  think  lean  clearly  and  plainly 
show  that  it  is  so.. 

Inthe  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  qf 
that  instrument,  are  contained  most  of  the  enu- 
merated power*  which  are  granted  to  Congress ; 
and  the  last  therf  enumerated  is 'the  power  to 
make  all  such  laws  as  are  "  necessary  and  proper 
to  scarry  the  foregoing  powers,  atid  all  others 


contained  in  the  Constitution,  into  operation.'' 
Among  those  enumerated  powers  are  to  be  foand, 
powers  te  raise-' revenue,  to  borrow  money,  to  re- 
gulate commerce,  and  to  provide  for  the  geaeril 
welfare/  Now,  sir,  sQcti  a  bank  as  is  about  tobe 
made  or  re-established,  by  the  operation  of  the 
bill  before  us,  is,  in  ifiy  miodj  a  ^  necessary''  tbinf, 
to  enable  this  Government  to  carry  each  of  the 
foregoing  power^  into  'effect.  1  lay  particnlv 
stress  upon  the  word  *  **  necessary," .  bfecausc  een- 
tlemen  who  oppose  this  bill  have  •rested  maca  of 
their  arguments  upon  it.  '       •    .    '  * 

It  is  *'  necessary'*  for  raiaing  revenue. 

There  is  generally  a  profit'  of  about  three  or 
four  per  cent,  derived  to  the  owners  of  hank  cap- 
ital, beyond  :v^hat  they  coold  obtilin  for  the  use 
of  their  mon^v,  by  lefidio^  it  out  at  legal  Interest. 
This  b^og  a  benefit,  which  ran  oiily  be  scared 
to  them  throngh  the  itfterferenee  and  protection 
of  Ctovef-nment,  it  i»  but  just  that  they  shoold 
pay  the  Government  something  in  return  for  the 
favor  thus  eo^err^d;  and  the  bill  before  ascot- 
tains  a  provision  to  this  effect.  Tw^ve  hmdtti 
and  fiftv  thousand  dollar^  is  (he  sum  contemplated 
a^  the  I^t  lirhich  oiJtght  to  bo  accepted  by  Gor* 
ernment,  for  a  mc^  renewal  t>f  the -charter,  witli 
it9  presentdipital,  for; the  ensding  tweptyyeais. 
By  passing  this  law,  therefore,  we  shall  denr^  |o 
the  Government  that  amount  of  r^ven0e,''iiijck 
in  these  times,  is,  in  my^  mind|  no  contemptible 
thing.  If  the  ta))iul  of  the  bank  be  ie^Dtaaiiy 
ealaxged  to  thirty  milltona,"  wfe  shall 'deriw  at 
least  four  ^millions  of  reventie  from  it,  in  addiiioft 
to  some  interest  whidh  wilf  at  times  becotoedo^ 
on  depQsiteis  which  may  be  made  in  the  bw^ 
Thus  the  passage, of  this  bill  becomes  a  meaiuw 
iraisingirevenue.  - 

It  is  **  necessary*  for  the  pvirpoae  of  borrdwittg 
money,  ,    ' 

Governments,  "like  iadividuals,  ife  unwreseen 
etner^0ies',  must  frequebtly  experience  ▼«/ 
pressing  occasions  for  taore  tnonejr  than  tb«f 
have  at  command,.and|  to  supply  this  deflciejcfj 
tnust  resort  to*  borrowing  of  others.  A  PT^W 
Government,  therefore,  like  a  prudent  indinw, 
ought  to,  have  the  means  ofbdrrowin^  mtda  w 
certain  as  posiiible,  in  order  to  avbid  the  4«f«nr* 
men!  or  distress  whichtnay  ensue;  in  ^onseqortW 
of  being  unable  suddenly  to  procure  a  to»T>^,j2J 
passing  of  this  bill' goes  to  elTect'this  desirtwe 
objeet,  as  it  contains  a  provision  for  borrowgi 
M^ilh  certainty,  as  large  a  sum  as  thfi  ^^^ 
nient' will  probably  at  any  time  suddenly  8ta««^ 
need  of.  It  is,  therefore,  in  that  point  of  r"*^> 
very  "necessary,"  and,  in  all  ordiftary  ca»»>  » 
great  iBonvenience,-/or  the  purpose  of  eotW"* 
this  Government  to  borrow  inoneye  ,  .^ 

IHs*- necessary"  for  t^e  purpose  of  <r^«"*» 


commerce. 


Avery  esseqtial  regOftation  in  conmnercial  « 
fairs,  is,  to  have  thit  whi<ih  serves  as  "*.  ^P T 
sentative  of  all  the  articles,  which  are  tlie  w 
iects  of  conuuerce,  as  small,  light,  and  PJ"*"*; 
as  possible.  To  travel  any  distance,  *"°  ?•[/. 
with  you  twenty  or  thirty  tnousanddolIarStOi**, 
ver  money  especially,  is  extr^ely  inconTenies  > 
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boty  if  f  oa,ean  e&rry  something  ia  your  pocket, 
sometiiiog  which,  re preseiHs  ihis  sum,. the  ioconi* 
▼eoience  is  at  once  removed.  Yet,'(his  represent- 
ative must  be  stich  us  will  be  received  a^  suchin 
every,  part  of  the  country,  or  else  it  fails  of  pro* 
dnciog  most  of  it^  beneficial  fffects.  -  A  man  re- 
siding lA  New  England  has  occaeion  to  go  to 
Natchez  to  purchase  $20;OOQ  wortJi  of  cottpn  ; 
but  the  bank  bills  of  his  own  Sta^e  wrU  liot  pass 
there;  to  carry  hard  money  Js  jncurring  a  great 
risk,  and,  at  tbe  same  time,  expensive  in  trans- 
portation i  benee.  it  becon^es^' necessary '^to  pro-' 
vide  a  representatiTe  of  hard  money,  which  will 
be  received  as  such  in.every  p^rt  pf  the  country ; 
mnd  that  can  only. be  done  by  the  esiablishmeai' 
of  a  baoL^wbose  bills  will  have  this  iteneral  cur- 
rency. Thus,  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or;  ^pme- 
thing siipilar,  is  ^*  necessary"  for  t^e  purpo^  of 
regulating  cbmmeroe. 

It  is  '^neces^ry'^  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
tbe  general  welfare. 

This  expression  ii  certaixiJy  very  broad^  and. 
seems,  at  £rst  view«  to  include  a  good  4^*  For 
tbis  Reason,  manv  Well-ineaniag  politicians  have 
been  startled  at  the  idea  of  a  detegatioii  of  pow-, 
ers.ao  indefinite,  and  jbo  comprehensive^  I  inpa- 
gih«^  how«Yer,  that  the 'expression  Xs  uot  pregnant 
widi  any  mischief  or  danger.  It  certainly  woold 
not  be  **  promoting  the  general  welfare"  to  place 
unj "  power  in  the  hai^da  of-  this  ,Oovernment^ 
wlucn  could  ^s  safely,  and  as  consistently  with 
the  flood  of  the  whole^  be  exercised  by  the  res^iect- 
ive  States.  '  It  wpuld  be  upsettiag^he  first  and 
leading  principle  of  a  confederated  Republican 
Qovernment.  If  we,,tberefo.re,^'nvariably  adhere 
to  this  leading  principle,  we  shall  find  the  expres- 
sion hot  only  harmless,  but: very  profer  to  be 
placed  in  the  Constitution.  What  I  ha  ve  already 
said  of  fhis  bill  h^kkg  nece^si^iy  (pt  the  purpose 
of  laisiog  revenue,  (or  borrowing  ndoney^  and  for 
regulating  comtnaree,  is  perhaps.alt  that  is  bepes- 
s«ry  to  be  said  to  show  that  it  tends  ^  to  promotes 
the  general  welfare,"  because,  in.  this  east,  the  one' 
ia  necessarily  included, in  the  others* 

Permit  me  now  further  to  add,  sir.  that  Ms 
bank  and  its  bratrches,areafiioeisentiaHy  ''aeees* 
tary**  lor  ihe.coUeetion  of  your/rerenue,  for  its 
safe-keeping,  and  for  the  pur^oee  of  tran^mtiting 
it  fr6oi  one  part  oCthecUnioA  to  another,' as  occv 
■ioir  may  frequently,  require.        ' 

We  are,  ihdeed,  pM,  sir,, that  our  revenue  eai^ 
as  well  be  collected  by,  and  deposited  in,  the'State 
banks.  What!  all  the  revenue  collected  in  any 
one  State  to  be  deposited  in  one  State  bank  ?  No, 
we  are  tojd,  we  wdl  put  five  or  six  biftidred  tlioii* 
sand  dollars  in  one  bankj  as  much  mote  in  futother, 
mnd  to  on,  until  we  get  it  all  sto.we([l  i^way  in  lome 
way  or  pther.  ,  Indeed !  What  an  a^tni'^ble 
plan  I  And  which  banks  will  you  select  for  this 
purpose  ?  Will  not  the  ^8electlon  of  one  excite 
the  envy  and  opposition  of  btbecs,so  as  to  induce 
them  ta  unite  in  en^eavorsraod  perhaps  succees- 
fulfy,  to  ruin  such  selected  bai^k?  'Will  th^se 


vaults?  '  Ne;  they  contemplaie  nothing  of  the 
kind.  '  It  would  be  a  bribe^  we  are  told,  sir !  Be- 
sides, it  is  even  said  by. some,  that  three  or  four 
million  dollars  is  but  a  paltry  silim,  unworthy  the 
notice  of  this.  Qovernment  1  Can  you  contrive 
any  method  to  compel  the  directors  of  such  se- 
lected banks  to  render  you,  at  slated  times,  a  true 
stafemeotof  their  situation — of  their  discounts — 
of  the  sums  due  them'— of  their  jieposites,  in  or- 
der that  you  may  be  convinced  that,  it  is  safe  to 
trus^o  much  money  with  them  ?  No.  Suppose 
you.w^^^  tp! borrow  money — how  will.ypu  man* 
age  matters  then?-  Why,  we  will  borrow  a 
handred  thousand  doliaM  of  one  bank,  a  like 
sum  df  another  just  as  a.  tweedy  ioan  bor* 
rows  one  dollar  of  one  man,  two  dollars  of  an* 
othee^and  so  on,  until  hi<  wants  are  satisfied* 
Better* stili-^this  is  really  excellent !  Well,  ^ilp* 
pose  yoa  with  aiid  have  made  out  to  barrow. as 
much,  as  you  have  to  send  the  money  to  adifier- 
eiit  a^c(  perhaps  distant  auarter.of  th*  Unipn,  are 
you  etfrtaln  you  can  make  it  pass  current  there  % 
Will  aot  those  banks,  whtch  have  not  beevao  for* 
tqbate  as.  to  have  deceived  a  share  of  Qorera- 
mental  favorS)  take*  measures  for  eouateracfing 
aay  such-eOrcency?  And  would  it  be  just  to  pay 
off  a  poor  old  soldier  his  hard-earned  pittance,  in 
bills  on  which  he  wo^ld  probably  be  obliged  to 
'make  a  discount  of  fivej  ten,  or  perhaps  twenty 
per  cent,  before  iie  oould  get  thein  off  his  hands? 
Qemlemen,  air,  who  oppose,  this  bill,  l\ave  got 
itito  a  dilemma,  in  opposing  it.t>n  tlie  ground  that^ 
the  State  bjkfika  can.  be  made  to.  answer  the  pur* 
poaeq  of  thi,a  QoTjernment,  as  they  thereby  virtu- 
ally admit  that  ^aks  of  aome  kind  are,  ''neeea- 
sary"  in  managing 'its.  conaer'ns.  The  point  q( 
differenee^  then,  becomes  resolved  into  this:  what 
sort  of  Ibanks  ar«  necessary?  We  all  mderstand 
that  the.atockholders  of  State  banks  would  be  glad 
of  a  slice  of  "  (he  loaves  and  fishes."  My  neigh-  . 
bOr,  who  keeps,  a  horse  to  let,  might  say  tp  me;  it 
)s  no;  "  nebessary'?  that  you  should  keep^a  Jiprse, 
tor  I  keep  .pne  which  I  should  be  glad  to  hare 
you  make  Mai|  of;  I^  such  case,  the  arreganee  of 
my  neiglibor  would  be  so^  manifest  that  an  would 
commend  me.  in  telliog  bin  that  his  horse  was 
but  a  sorry  animal,  which  he  might  keep  to  him* 
self;  and  that  I  knew  best  what  kind  of  horse 
-suited  my  purpose.  Sir^State  bank*  are ^hetrea- 
tures  of  States;  this  Qoyernnl^at eanhot  control 
tlieiD,  andi  therefore  ought  to  jhare,  no  concern 
with  them.  If,  however,  parti^utar  States  will 
be  so  arrogant  asrto  insift  that  this  Ck>rernment 
slvall  inake  use  of  their  oreauires,  why  can  they 
not,  on  the  same  principles  go  a  Utt(e  farther,  and 
say  to  this  €h)vernment,  '^here  is  a  collector,  a 
district  judge,  or  a  district  attcraey,  which  we 
have  created,  ready  to  yoiir  haods ;  it  is  not  ^  ne- 
cessary,'therefore,  that' you  should  create  these 
officers  within  our.  jurisdiction,  because  those 
which  we  haTe  created  will  fully  answer  your 
purpose."  We  are  not  quite  ripe'for  this  mode  of 
doing  business,  sir,  but  I  beliere  we  are  ia  a  fair 
way  for  iu  accomplish ihent. 


selected  banks  pay  the  Unite^  States  as  brge  a        ^ 

sam  as  is  contemplated  in  this  bill,  for  the  prjv-  i     I  perfectly  understand,  sir,  that  this  preposter* 

ilege  of  having  the  revenue  deposited  in  their  I  ous  plan  of  aubatitQtiog  State  banks  has  been 
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svtffg^Med^tLud^  in  some  measore^  ui:g0d,  throbgb" 
the  influ«Dee  of  some  ef  those  baoks,  I'see  run- 
ners oin  from  diffeteoc.  quarters,  MiJemvoriog  to 
conrert  'peofite  to  thk  oew  doctrine.  I  see  presses 
protftitnted  to  the *piif pose  ofendfeaTiniiig ior.aise 
a  popukr  ierment  against  the  passage  of  thi& bill, 
or  an^  other-  of  a  similar  nature;  bat  that  bimt 
diatntercsted  man  can  seriously  thit^k  that  this 
miserable,  quaelwy,.#ith  whiea  it  is  prqpoeed  to 
administer  to>the  wa'nts  of- the  body  i^Utre,  is. 
really  worth  a  moment's  attention,  is  more  than 
I  am  Willing  (o  believe.  Should  H,  how'rrer, 
prove  troe  that  a  measure' whicb.  daring  tbe  la.st 
session,  cottld  bave  Wen  carried  ny  •  majority  pf 
nearly  thirty,  sball  now  be  lost,  althoagb  I  snail 
deplore  tbac  inatability^  of  opipion^  which  aball 
have  prodi^qed  thia  soddepr  ehan^,  or  that  deeci- 
liction' of  independence' which  shojild  yield  to 
temporary  clamors,  artificially  raised,  I  shall, 
nevertheless,  console  myaelf  ^th  the  donviqtioa 
that  ttvne  and  experience  wUI  eorre^  the  error, 
and  that  the  merits  of  this  mea»iire' Will  hereaf- 
ter be  decided  upon  with  ^fendre  <iQrrettpesa  of 
judgment. 

But|  air,  (  have  t boa  far  merely  ahowa  thai 
thi$  hank,  or  some  other  of  a  similar  n)iiore,  is 
'*  necessary ,'^  in  sl^veral  dis(inet  points  of  vi<!Wt'  to 
the  purposes  for  which  this  Qovernraent  Was  es- 
tablished.' I  have  aot  however  shown,  novoan  1. 
show,  that  it  is  lodispeoaably '^neceasairy.''  But 
hese,  ftir,  ijes  the  error  of  those  who  have  eon:- 
tended  agaiffst  llie  ooi^tilQtConality  of  t|)e  mea^ 
are.  It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that  ifhen  this 
bank  waS'  first  Established^  those  who  opposed  it 
on  Cocwtitutibnal  grqands,  (abd  fbribeir  opinions 
I  have  the  highest  respect})  contended,  that  al-^' 

though  the  measure  might  be  useful,  fit^  and.^K- .  „„„, r--r- - ^i 

pedient,  yet  {f  it  was  not  iodlspjensably  *^neoee  '  or  any  of  the  mtfiua  that  are  need/u),  fit^  *^ 
aary,^.it  must  of  course  be  aaconstjiutlonal. '.Let  "      **     '  *^  '  """  ** 

anyone  examine  the  debates  pf  that  time, apd 


the  Cobstiiatioh  were,  ^'Congress  shall  btrt 
power  to  mak^  all  laws  which  anall  be  needfa!, 
fit/  ^nd  proper,  {or  the  jparpoie  of  carrying  the 
foregoing  powers  into  e0ect|^  the  difficulty  would 
protwhly  vanish'  at  once ;  as  I  trust  we  coiid 
soon  determine  whether  a  Bank  of  theUDited 
States  or  a  National  Bank,  ie  a  needfoi,  fit,  Md 
prpper  appenda^  to  thia  Government.  Bat, sir, 
we  have  fir§t  ffiven  to  41  harmless  ez^ifessiooa 
most  formidaMe  meaning ;  we  have  made  the 
word  necessary  mean  indispensably  beeststry. 
And]  having  tbits  raised  a  moqntain  oai  of  a 
molehill,  we,  dire  now  aboat  to  resolv'e.  very  wise 
ly.  ito  doubt,  that  we  .oanaot  get  over  the  motMi* 
tmin.  '     '  . 

If  I  were  n>  iigiree  to  provide  a' farmer  with 
BUqh  tools  and  implements  as  are  neeeissryfer 
earryij^g^n  thd  buAkiessjof  fiilrmiig,  I  shoeid  n> 
pose  tl^at  I  was  bound  to  pravi4e  all  such  tools 
and  implen^eiits  aa  are  ebmmoaly  used  ia  tbtt 
business.  I  could  not  say  to  him  here  is  a  sled, 
whieb  onist  answer  tbft  t^r^le  purpose  ef  tle^j 
cart,  and  wacotf ;  or  here  ts  a  sfMide,  which  sM«t 
answer  both  f^r  digging  and  hoeing.  1  could  fiot 
avpid  my  engagement  by  (eitmg  him  the  eart, 
the  wagon,  and  the  hoe,  were  not  iodispeosabtf 
neceaaarf  >  because  he'  eoohl  make  tb^  sled  at- 
awef  the  place  of  the  two  former,  and  (he  ipade 
the  plaee  <)f  the  4atter.  No,  sir,  -  this  woaJd  sot 
he  complying  with  the  terrtiMi  ofmy  eaga^ipeot. 
N6w.  sir,  it  is  a  poor  rale  tha.t  ought  aot  to  woHr 
both:  ways  alike.  The  p^pie  of  the  VM 
States  have  grai^ted  to  Congress  certain  speeii«d 
powers^  and -ha  ye  further  gmpted  th^  meaas,ibat 
is  to  say^  the  necessary^  tools  and  implemeats  for  * 
carrying  those  powers  into  ejSeeu  By  IhiMfriDi, 
theO}  it  becomes  proper  Ibr  <os  to  make  me  of  all 


they  wil|  perceive  that  this  was  the dtroog ground 
of  opposition  that  waar  then  taken,  and  the  same 
ground  is  now  taken,  but  to  this  I  reply^^tr 

If  the  words  of  the  ConAitiiiion  were^  that 
**  Congress  shall  have  power- to  make  all  such 
laws  only  M  are  indispensably  neceasarry  tdcar^y 
the  foregoinlg  powen^  into  efibct."  then,  indeed^ 
the  Opponents  6f  this  bill  would,  on  Constiia- 
tional  grou^nda^  be  correct ;  becaMaCf  that  although 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stateej,  or  a  Natiooal 
Bank,  if  you  pleaae,  may  be.  a  ^  necessAry"  ap- 
peadage  to  this' Government^  still,  are  .neither  of 
them  ind»pensably  ^neceasatfy"-^this  Qovern- 
ment  o^n  do  without  them  in  the  same  manner  < 
that  a  farmer,  can  do  wit^<^ut«  hoe^  by  a^bstito- 
ting  a  apade,  or  that  a  cdnpenter  can  do  without 
a  pane,  by  aubstituting  bis  broadaxe..  . 

The  word  "  neceasary'-  fe  of  the  class  ofmdjec- 
tives,  and  admits,  though  irregularly,  of  the  d^ 
grees  of  Comparison  incident  to  )irord»  com  posing 
that  part  of  speech — the  potiitive^  necessary^— the 
comparative,  more  necessary^-and  the  superhi-. 
tive,  india^sably  necessary.    We  mean  hy  the 


first,  needful,  fit,  or  proper ;  by  the  second,  more  indispensably  neoesstgry,  but  w^re  o>^'f  'L^n 
needful,  fit,  or  proner;  and  by  the  thh"d,  that"  fuK.nr,  and  proper.  Even  this  •P*®°Tiv5.t 
which  -we  cannot  do  without.    If  the  worda.of  .---.«> 


proper  finr. effecting  these,  purposes ;  but,  sir,  y 
are  ^bosit  to  determine  that  we  will  notma« 
ttseof  some  of  them  as  long  as  We  caa  posaio'T 
do  iR^ithput  them 5  #e  will  reject  \^^,^*^^'^ 
the  wagon,  because  tbey  arfe  not  indispepaaWf 
necessary)  we  will  mbuiit  ourselves  upon  we 
sled !  and'  thus,  we  will  heavily  drag  aloog  iot 
^eotocertii  of  this  QoVerhm'ejtit.  *         . 

Sir,  in  the  estimation  of  some  this  may  bews- 
doa--it  may  be  ^trkktiam  ;  but,  in  my  «*.«^' 
tioo,4t  is  nelthi?r  j  Ji  is  folly,  i<^  is  destrucuveto 
the  best  interests  of  thjs^eunt^y.  . 

I  ahall  here  furjher  observe,  that  «f  ^  •[•  ^ 
terminfed  to  test  the  eon^tifutiooaHty  of  all  l»f» 
whieh  are  parsed  by  Congrees,  by  their  W'"£**: 
dispensably  necessary,  we, ahal I  find  w^taf** 
mauy  uncoastitationai  law^  h4ve  been  P««*°; 
During  the  last  session,  we  passed  a  wjJ^^rL 
ating  three  neW  oflicers  in  the  Post  ^^^, 
partment  j  yet  no  6|ie  will  pretend  that  *J'•jJ^' 
sage'  of  this  faw  was' indiaptosably  ^f^Jy 
becflluse  that  Department  *ad  been,  ^^  ^j\ 
atill  hafe  been,copducted  withoat  them,  ioo^ 
air.  If  y<Jn  look  at  yout  atatute  books  yoo  «"» 


that  many  laws  have  been  passed  that  ^^^i 
BHiat  a'tand  in  jo^gmeat  against  JQ^  ^  ''^ 
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MifTow  eoQstnicdoD  of  that  part  of  the  Consti- 
tatioo  is  to  prevail ;  these  pillars  of  costlf  work* 
maosbip  wbich  sarroaod  «s,  and  the  elegant 
dome  ^hich  they  support,  were  made  in  con- 
formity to  the  lawst  passed  for  the  purpose.* And 
ate  tfaey  indispeoMb(y  necessary  ?  ■  Cotfld  we  not 
do  tke  business  of  tais  nation  in  a  room  that 
shduld  not  ha?e  co8t'oae«tenth  of  the  mon^y  that 
has  been  expended  on  this?  Instead  of  these 
eakyr  and  ezpcnsire  seats,  with  which  ere>y  mem* 
bar  is  accommodated,  could  we  not  sit  on  sach 
aa  that  on  nirhich  **  the  immoral  Alfred  aafP 
Afattt,  sir,  laws  pn^viding  for.  the  erectfon  of 
light-hoaaeB,  and  for  theestablislrment  of  a  mili- 
tary academy,  hare  been  passed  by  Congress. 
Tiieae  laws  must  spring  oat  of  the  power,  by  the 
C#Bstitiltioii,  to  "promote  the  general  Welfare;" 
for,  to  no  other  power  given  by  the  Coostito- 
tioa  are  they  properly  referable*  Brecttng  light- 
iMMes  ip  not  '*  regulating  eommeree,"  properly 
aord  strictly  speaking;  neither  is  teaching  mili- 
tary service  to  those  who  are  not  sold  (ers^^raising 
ana  sopporting armies;''  but  each  are  meaniof 
"promoting  the  general  welfare,''  hj  the  osefuU 
nes«  of  the  former  to  commercial  bosiness,  and 
the  Jatter  to  armies,  when  they  shall  have  been 
rained.    Bat  are  either  of  these  indispensably  ne- 


■ry?  Certaitily  not.  But,  perbaps,  I  have 
saifl'  eaocrgh  on  this  sobjeet.  Believing,  as  I  do, 
that  the  Qeoerat  Gkyverniaent  pught.  to  possess 
all  sucli  powers  as  necessarily  concern  the  best 
ioieresr  and  ftood  of  the  wliale^  and  believins, 
too,  that  the  Uoastitntion,  however  indcftniteit 
may  in  some  oislances  be  found,  was  inteade^d  to 
eoBtain  a  grant  of  sach  powers,  with  the  excep- 
tioss  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  it  must  re- 
main ibr  others,  and  not  for  me,  to'  gauge  and 
limit  it  to  sucn  narrow  oonstroetions  as  are 
equally  incompatible  with  ^h^  purposes  (Mf  nar, 
tiooal  sovereignty,  and  the  obvious  meaning  c^f 
words  in  our  mother  tongue. 

Tliare  can  be  no  doubt,*  sir,  that  our  written 
coastitotioos  are  of  excellent  use  in  designating 
the  form  and  drawing  the  outli^s  of  government, 
in  floeh, ^manner  as  renders  them  but  little  liable 
to  capricious  variations.  While  in  this  way  they 
serve  as  durat^e  landmarks  to  those  in  po^er, 
thev  will  also  be  of  esseatial  benefit  to  posterity, 
if  tuej  should  incline  to  a  ib^eneracy  of  .politi- 
eal  principles,  by  exciting  tlieir  emulation^  in 
lioldiiif  up  to  view  those  principles  by  which 
their  nobler  ancestors  were  goveirned.  Having 
been  the  originals,  however,  in  the  adoption  m 
written  constitutions  of  government,  we -have 
made  them  quite  a  iiobby-^iorse,  and  seem  to 
imagine  them  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  pro* 
serving  our  liberties  foreter.  For  myself,  i  am 
not  quite  so  strong  in  this  belief.  I  fear  that  if 
we  place  too  much  reliafioe  on  this  specific,  with- 
out providing  some  other  means  for  gtiarding  and 
preserving  our  liberties,  they  may  depart  from  us 
w^hile  we  are  in  full  possession  of  our  written 
cooatitotions.  Instead^  then,  of  being  over  scru- 
pnions  about  giving  to  particular  expressions  in 
oar  ebastitutions  a  narrower  meaning  than  they 
olmoiisiy  import,  let  us  try  to  inveatigace  the 
llth  Cost.  3d  Sess.— 25 


principles  by  which  powers  mqst  necessarily  be 
regulated  in  a  free  confederated  Republic,  if  reg- 
ulated as  the^  ouxht'  to  be ;  and  having  ascer- 
tained this  point,  having  ascertained  wbnt  pow- 
ers necessarily  concern  the  whole  united,  aiid 
what  powers  may  be  locally  exercised  without 
injury  ordanger  to  the  whole,  we  can  then  easily 
perceive  what  ought  to  be,  and  what  is  the  real 
meaning  and  intent  of  words  in  our  written  con- 
stitutions. 

And,  above  all,  let  us  not  be  terrified  by  those 
who,  for  want  of  better  argnnients;  appeal  to  our 
fears;  who  tell  us  of  the^daDger  there  is  in  adopt- 
ing this,  or  that  construction,  or  this  or  that  mea- 
sure; that  if  you  admit  of  powers  by  implication,- 
voo  open  a  wide  v6rtex,  in  which  will  certainly 
be  swallowecr  up  ail  the  powers  of  the  States;  oi^ 
that  if  you  adopt  one  measure,  you-  will,  there- 
fore, adopt  at^other,  and  another,  until  you  have 
absorbed'air powers  whatever.  Sir,  this  kind  of 
argument,  if  argument  it  may  be  called,  ha^  be- 
come stale  with  me-^it  has  po  weight  on  my 
mind— ^nd  for  this  simple  reason,  tmit  demon- 
stration, and  prophesying,  ai'e  two  very  diffisrent 
things.  Whatever  n^ay  have  been  the  case  ia 
ancient  tiknes,  1  have  always  observed  in  ipy  own 
day  that  weak  argohients.  and  a  spirit  for  pro- 
pheiving,  are  u^uiilly  coupled  together.  In  my 
mind  there  is  more  Jabger  that  the  State  Gov- 
ernments may,  from  the  selfish  motives  or  (he 
ambitious  views  of.  some,  eventually  x^uce  this 
Government  to  a  mere  skeleton  of'  power,  than 
that  this  is  ever  essentially  to  weaken  the  pow- 
ers of  the  States.  I  trust,  however,  that  the 
danger  of  ihe  one  absorbing  the  other  is  not  very 
great  on  either  side.  As  all  our  Governmente 
emanate  from  the  same  source,  the  people,  this 
for  national,  and  the  others  for. local  purposes,  as 
long  as  we  retain  our  present  equality  of  condi- 
tion, and  of  rigbts,  and  our  consequent  independ- 
ence of  sentiment,  I  should  suppose  that  even  a 
8ens6  of  convenience  alone  would  always  cor- 
rectly dictate  where  the'  different  governmental 
powers  ought  to  be  placed.  The  danger  to  civil 
liberty,  therefore,  lies,  not  m  the  formation  of 
our  different  governments,  but  in  the  foundations 
of^civtl  society.  If  our  descendants  should  lose 
sight  of  Xiiose  principles  of  civil  liberty  which  we 
have  learned;  Or,  if  the  eonditioh  of  men  should 
become- so  unequal,  as  to  produce  a  state  of  ah-  ' 
ject  dependence  of  the  many  upon  the  few;  then, 
and  I  trust  not  till  then,  will  onr  present  civil  in- 
stitutions be  in  danger  of  being  overturned. 

As  I  proceed  I  shall  here  briefly  notice  an 
iitnendment  to  the  Constitution,  under  wbich  my 
worthy  colleague,  (Mr  PoBTBtt,)  and  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  8bt« 
BBBT,)  have  taken  refuge,  in,  order  to  fortify 
themselves  with  an  argument  against  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  biU;  it  is  in  these  words—, 
"^  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people.'' 

If  gentlemen  realljr  imagine  that  they  have 
diacovered  anything  in  tkia  amradmoit^hicli 
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goes  to  render  the  passage  of  this  bill  unconsti- 
tQiioDal,  I  shall  merely- obserre,  that — 

"  Optics  sharp  it  needs,  I  ween, 
**To  see  what  is  not  to  be  seen.'* 

If  aoylhiDg  be  absolutely  passed  from  one  to 
another  by  grant,  as  in  the  case  before  Usj  the 
craii(or  becomes  divested  of , that  thing,  and  it 
becomes  immediately  vested  in  the  grantee.  All 
then  that  is  necessary,  in  the  present  case,  isfirst 
to  ascertaii^  what  powers  are  granted  by  the 
Constitution ;  for  it  is  very  certain  tha(  what  are 
not  granted  ace  still  vested  in  the  grantor.  A 
has  granted  to  B  certain  things;  now,  says  A  to 
B,  it  my  hat  }s  n.ot  included  in  this  mm t,  the  hat 
shall  still  be  ipine.  Agreed^  says  B.  This  is  a 
yery  plain  case,  sir,  and  how  sueb  intelliffeat 

gentlemen,  could. think  of  intrenching  ihemseivetr 
ehind  this,  amendatory  article,  lyhich  in.  fact 
means  nothing,  is  really  more  than  I  cpnceive. 

But  my  worthy,  colleague,  to  whoo^  I  have 
ust  referred,  has  taken^^inoiher  ground,  on "vtrhich 
le  has  attempted  to  rest  much  of  bis  argument 
against  the  constitutionality  of  this  bill)  and 
which  is,  therefore,  worthy  of  some. notice:  that, 
is,  that  by  the  Constitution  this  Gtovsrnmenr 
derives  no  powers  by  implication.  Sir,  this  ap- 
pears to  me' the  most  absurd  doctrine  that  I  have 
fet  heard  advanced  on  this  subject.  It  would  be 
a  waste  ottimje  to  ^o  into  l^nj^tby  details  to  show 
the  absurdity  of  this  proposition;  but,  let  me  ask 
that  gentleman,  wherein  <;onld  have  existed  the 
necessity  of  those  afpendm^nts  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  are  almost  wholly  restrictive,.  If  it 
was  not  admitted  that,  without  these  amend- 
ments, Congress  would  have  had  an  uokcontrolled 
power  to  legislate  on  the  subjects  to  which  they 
refer?  and  yet  many  of  these  subjects  oMegisla- 
tion  are  not  even  men.tioned  in  the  Constitution. 
The  first  of  these  restrictive  amendments  is,  that 
<'  Congress  shall  make  no  law  res[)ecting  an  es- 
'  tablishment  of  religion,  t)r  prohibiting  the  free  ex- 
*  ercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
<  or  of  the  press;  or  ot  the  right  of  the  people' 
'  peaceably  to  assembley  and  to  petition  Govern- 
^ment  for  a  redress  of .  grieyailces."  Now  the 
Constitution  is-  silent  on  all  these  subjects;  yet^ 
if  Congress  possess  no  4>o^ers  to  legislate  upon 
them,  where  could  have  existed  the  necessity  of 
restricting  them  ^y  this  amenclment,  to  certain 
bounds,  if  they  should  at  any  time*) deem.it  pro- 
per to  make  them  the  subjects  of  legislation? 
Again,  sir,  the  Constitution  makes  provision  for 
the  establishment  of  a  judiciary,  but  says  nothing 
about  the  system,  of  law,  whether  the  civil  x)r 
common  la^,  by  which  the  courts,  thus  estab- 
lished, are  to  be  regulated ;  how  was  it  then  un- 
derstood that  the  common  law  was  to  be  adopted  ? 
By  implication,  undoubtedly. 

But,  sir,  in  showing  that  this  Government  de- 
rives many  powers  by  implication,  I  am  sensible 
that  I  am  travelliag  somewhat  out  of  my  way. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  power  of  passing 
this  bill  is  not  derived  to  this  .Government  by 
implication ;  the  power  accrnes  by  express  terms 
in  the  Cbnstitation—the  power  of  providing  the 


bee(  means  for  carrying  other  gorvernmenial  pow- 
ers into  effect. 

There  is  one  other  ground  which  my  worthy 
colleague  has  taken,  in  his  endeavor  to  sbow  ciie 
unconstitutionality  of  this  bill,  which  I  also  deem 
worthy  of  some  slight  notice :  That  is,  that  the 
constituted  powers  of  this  Government  are  mere 
delegated  powers,  not  from  the  sovereign  peopk, 
but  from  the  States^ as  States!  And  how  docs 
heprtJve  this  strange  doctrine?  Why,  amya  he, 
if  the  Btates  should. neglect  or  reft»e  to  eleeC  the 
Senators^  which  compose  one  branch  of  this 
Legislature,  this  Government  would  be  dissolved. 
Thcretbre,  this  Government  cjepends  upoa  the 
will  of  the  States  for  its  organization ;  and.  there- 
fore, it  is  a  creature,  of  the  States  I  Renllf  .  sir, 
this  is  very  profound  reasoning!  Let'os  just 
look  at  the  other  side  of  the  question,  eir,  and  we 
shall  then  be' enabled  to  see  what  a  very  een- 
venient  method  of  reasoning  i his  is.  I  am  going 
to  prove,  in  the  same  way,  the  very  rererK  of 
this  proposition;  that  is,  that  the  constitatcd 
powers  ,c^  this  €h>vernmeot  are  mere  delegniioos 
of  powers,  npt  fropi  the  Stales,  as  States,  bat 
from  the  sovereign  people.  I  prove  it  thos,  sir: 
If  the  sovereign  people  should  neglect  or  refnse 
to  elect  the  representatives,  which  compose  oae 
branch  of  this  Legblatnre,  this  Goveniaient 
would  be  dissohred*;  therefore,  this  QowentutwH 
depends  upon  th<  will  of  the  people  for  it*  oigiat- 
zation ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  areature  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  ^e  same  way,  sir,  yOH  can  prove  th«< 
the  State  governments  owe  their  existsDce  lo 
the  WiH  of  the,  returning  ^cers  of  the  diSeient 
dounties ;  because,  if  thv'^  officers  should  neglect 
or  refuse  to  make  the  returns  of  the  eleetions, 
there  could  be  no  State  legislatnres,  nod  thni 
the  State  government  would  be  divolved. 
T^herefore,  a  State  goyernment  depends  opon 
the  will  of  the  returning  officers ;  and,  therefore, 
ills  a  creature  of  those  officers. 

Admitting,  for  argument  sake,  that  we  tonid 
not  go  to  elections,  unless  our  horses  would  carry 
us  there,  we  can,  in  the  same  manner,  prove  that 
all  our,  governments  are  creatures  ol  (hose  ani- 
mals; Mcaose  if  odr  horses  should  refuse  lo 
carry  us  to  the  election  poJls,  there  coold  be  no 
-elections;  if  there  were  no  elections,  there  eoaM 
be  no  representativM  chosen;  and,  if  none  were 
chosen,  there  could  be  ho  legislatures;  and  tam 
the  governments  wonld  be  dissolved.  There- 
fore, all  governmento  would  depend  Bpon  the 
will  of  our  horses ;  and,  therefore,  they  woold  be 
mere  creatnres  of  those  animals. 

We  are  very  apt  to  run  a  wild^^se  chase,  sii, 
wheii  we  attempt  to  demonstrate,  by  reasonin^^ 
faetb  which  are  obvious  to  the  senses.  Thus,  if 
you  wonld  prove  that  there  i^  heat  ip  fire,  donH 
go  to  reasoning  about-  it,  btK  put  your  finger  iofe 
it,  and  the  fact  will  be  aseeriaihed  at  eooe.  la 
the  same  manner  when  we  want  to  ascertnia 
whether  this  Government  is  a  creature  of  the 
States,  as  States,  or  whether  it  is  a  creature  ol 
the  people^  let  us  just  look  at  the  Constitntioa 
itself  the  text-book,  as  an  honorable  gantlemaa 
froia  North  Carolina  calls  il  and  ^ro  we  can 
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aseert&iQ  the  fact  precisely.  It^  preamble  deter- 
mines the  point.  The  words  of  that  {>reamble 
are,  ^  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 
Not «  We,  ttie  United  States,  as  9MUes,"  &c. 

Bat,  sir,  even  if  this  Govern  men  t  #as  a  creii- 
ture  of  the  States,  as  States,  whal*  bearing  could 
it  bare  on  the  question  before  us?  .  Ought  we  on 
that  account  to  gire  to  words  in  that  Constitu- 
tion  a  different. m^rainlg?  Would  the  words. 
"Congress  shall  hate  power  to  make  all  laws 
'  which  are  necessary  and  proper  to  carrr  the 
*  foregoing  powers  into  effect,"  be  liable  tor  cliffcr- 
ent  loterptetations,  according  as  it  ahould  be  as- 
certained that  this  Government  is' a  cfeature  df 
the  States,  tts  States,  or  of  the  people?  Cer- 
tainly not. 

i  have  thought  proper,  thus  ftir.  to  notice  some 
of  the  principal  grounds  on  wbiph  ^y  worthy 
cx>Ueague  has  rested  his  arguments  against  tbe 
coostitutionality  of  this  bill,  because  if  the^ 
grounds  are  not  tenable,  kis  arguments  must  fall 
of  coarse  y  add  thus  would  be  Justified  the  assec- 
fioo  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  PicKMAN.)  that  the  whole  argument, 
lakea  together,  is  "an  ingenious  piece  of  sophis- 
try," It  is  so,  indeed,  and  it  is  notliing  more. 
^Qotlier  inducement  which  I  have  had  for  this 
s,  to  enable  n^yself  with  propriety,  and  at  the 
mine  lime  with  pleasure,  to  ob^rre,  that  the 
rroonds  taken  by  my  colleague  have  been  the 
prioctpal  reliance  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill ; 
IS  wnany  gentlemen  on  that  side  hav\$,  probably 
^ith  a  very  becbming  diffidepce  in  (he  strength 
>f  their  own  views  of  tke  subject,  painted  Xo  him 
18  one  am6ng  them  whom  they  seemed  to  im- 
igfne  had  jsusiained  the  argument;  a  tribute  pf 
ipplaose  Vhich  I  think  thpse  gentlemen  vftre 
>ouBcl  in  conscience  thus  justlf  to  bestow^ 

Having,  as  I  trtkst,  obviated  the  Constitutional 
lifficnhies  whfch  have  been  urged  against  the> 
Mssage  of  this  bill.  It  remains  to  sAy  something 
ibout  iu  merits;  and  in  doing  this,  I  ^hali  be  as 
monetae  as  possible. 

It  would  be  arrogance  in  me,  air,  to  go  into  a 
en^hy  and  minute*  detail  of  the'  operations  of 
laoking,  as  it  is  proper  to'  pIresMme  that  every. 
nembev  has  made  hitoself  acquainted  ^ith  tlie 
.object*  I.  might,  however,-  be  permitted  gene- 
«lljr  to  observe,  that  from  the  constant  depre- 
ciation of  gold  and  silver  tnoney  for  centuries 
nist,  and  the  probability  &f  their  sri  11  continuing 

0  depreciate^  tbe  neo^sity  of  a  well  establbhed 
tanking  system  becbmes-  every  day/ more  and 
Qore  obvious.  Ten  thonsknd  dollars,  which,  in 
bese  d9.ys,  is  but  a  moderate  fortune,  is  nearly 

1  car-load  in  silver.  Thirty  years  ago  half  that 
tom  would  purchase  ai?  much  as  the  wliole  wUl 
low.  Possibly,  in  the  coarse  of  a  century,  a 
potoad  weight  of  gold  wiU  not  be  more  valuable 
Lhaa  a  pound  weight  of  silver  jft  at  present.  Gold, 
IS  a  earrency,  will  then  have  become  very  cum- 
bersome;, and  silver,  as. a  Currency,  will  then  be 
icarcdy  portable.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done? 
Whj  put  these  metals  into  the  vaults  of  banks, 
nd  issae,  in, paper,  that  which  represents  them;, 
r  ratker,  that  which  jointly  represents  thenr  aad 


the  promissory  note?,  Or  other' liens  on  properly, 
which  are  deposited  there.  This,  sir,  is  the  only 
remedy  of  whrich  t  can  have  any  conception ;  and, 
'  therefore,  it  appears  to  me  highly  important  that 
the  best  possible  plan  of  banking  should  be  de- 
vised and  adopted  by  this  Government. 

It  has  been  my  opinion,  sir,  that,  instead  of  the 
present  United  States'  Bank,  a  National  Bank 
ought  to  be  established  upon  a  general  plan,  and 
be  so  organized  as  to  invite,  and,  eventually  draw 
into  it,. much  of  the  other  banking  capitals,  in 
order  that  the  business  of  banking  inight  be  re- 
duced more  to  one  entire  system ;  that  it  should 
not'  be  tindec  the  control  of  Government,  but, 
nevertheless,  under  their  inspection ;  that,  for  this 
pur|)ose,  Gh>vernment  should  appoint  a  small  pro* 
portion  of  the  directors  in  every  branch,  and  in 
tbe  mothef  bank,  wbo^e-  business  it  should  be  to 
render,  at  proper  int^als,  stated  accounts  of  its 
debts,  discounts,-  and  deposites,  in  order  tiiat  it 
should  always  appear  that  it  was  properly  con- 
ducted, and  kept  within  due  bounds ;  and,  finally, 
that  ^jlovernment  should  share  such  part  of  the 
profits  of  the  estabtishnient  as  might  be  deemed 
reasonable.  Proper  provisions  ought'  also  to  be 
made,  to  ]irevent  us  being  reinlered  subservient  to 
political  or  party  purposes,,  whicb  I  imagine 
would  be  no  very  d<ifficult  thing. 

'The  principal  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
general  system  of  this  kind,  in  addition  to  some 
whfch  liajre'b^A?re  meAtioq^d,  would  be.  first, 
its  affording  a  permanent  revenue ;  secondly,  its 
greater  security  0nd  stability;  and,  thirdly,  the 
uniformity  of  its  currency,  and  the  better  means 
of  providing  against  losses  by  cquiiterfeiting. 
,  I  am.  however,  sensible,  sir,  of  >the  great  difll- 
culty  of  conviricing  every  one,  by.  whose  vole  it 
m^ist  pass,  of  ihe.praeticabrlity  of  any  new  plan 
of  thift  kind,  however  perfect  and  wejl  matured 
it  might  be  when  dflRered.  ^  I  am  also  sensible  of 
the  inconvenience  of  pulling  down  one  system 
in  order  to  build  up  another,  and  of  the- distress 
and  ruin  of  individuals  it  would  occasion  if  it 
should  be  done  suddenly.  I«m,  therefore,  willing 
to.adopt  such  plani  ^^j  i^  »^t  the  best,  shall  be 
Ihought  by  a  majority  th^  most  expedient  at 
present,  and  leave  to  uiturity  the  building  up  of 
a>  different  system.  1  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  a 
mere  re-incorporation  of  the  present  bank,  if  noth- 
ing better  can  at  present  be  had;  and  if  anything 
can  bef  added  to  it,  by  wayof  in(lprovement,so  as 
to, render  it  less  exceptionable,  I  will  also  vote 
/<^r  that.  . 

Perhaps,  sir,  it  might  be  as  well  to  re^incorpo- 
rtte  the  present  bank  for  eight  or  ten  years  only, 
and, In,  the  meantime^  be'^making  provision  for 
building  up  another  upon  a  more  approved  plan. 
;  Lconceive,  sir,* that  the  advantages  of  banking 
depend-much  upon  the  manner  inwhich  tbe  sys- 
tem is .  organized.  If  properly  organized,  they 
are  undoubtedly  a  great  national  benefit ;  if  badly 
organized,  they  become  a  nuisancje  to*  commu- 
nity; and  spme  of  the  banks  which  were  estab- 
lished in  theBasterti  States  are  striking  instances 
to  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Generally 
speaking,  it  may  be  said,  that  all 

digitized  by  ^ 


;ra^g!r 


776 


HISTORY  OP  C0NGRBS8. 


m 


H.OFE. 


Bank  qf  the  Unifed  SUUet. 


JAIIUiftT,  181t. 


in  danger  of  becoming  such  nuisances ;  because 
tbejrare  but  too  apt,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be 
established,  and  sometimes  managed,  upon  im- 
proper, or  er^n  dishonest  luinciples.  lojsome  in-' 
stances  they  have  proved  roiscnievous.  from  the 
mere  ignoranc^  of  tooseby  whom  they  nave  been 
managed,  of  the  only  true  principles  on  which 
banks  can  be  safely  conducted. 
.  When  properly  organized,  the  grfat'anjd  roost 
essential  benefit  to  be  derived,  consists  ifn  the  sav- 
ing of  labor,  if  I  opay  so  express  myself,  in  pro- 
curing the  requisite  quantity  Qf  gold  and  silvar, 
to  represent  all  the  various  articles  of  wei^Uh  in 
a  nation. ,  Suppose,  far  instance,  t^bat  a  million 
of  inhabitants  were  to  be  placed  by  themselves, 
without  any  gold  and  silver  amobff  (hecn,  but  at 
the  same  time  with  a  silfficiency  of  all  the  other 
articles  which  constitute  wealih,  they  wiould  th^ 
require,  say  ^fe  million  of  dollars  for  a  circi^ 
lating  medium  to  repre^nt  those  articles,  in, order 
to  be  enabled  to  carry  on  commerce  o)r  ezohange 
among  themselves  ^  of  course  five  millions  worth 
of  their  articles  of  weaitb,or,  in  other  words,  five 
millions  worth  of  their  labor^  must  be  sent  abroad 
to  purchase  and  bring  back  this  necessary  quan- 
tity of  gold  and  silver.  Now,  by; the  establish- 
ment of  a  banking,  system,  on  proper  principle, 
one-half  of  ^his  hard  money  would  imswer  their 
purpose,  and  thus  they  would  save  to  tlremseires 
two  and  a  half  millions  w^rth  of  their  labor,  or 
ilf  products,  which  they  could  apply  to  other  jiur^- 
poses. 

Now,  the  territory  <j|  the  United  States  will, 
according  to  their  present  r^tio  of  ioereasini  popr 
uiation,  in  the  course  of  a  ceptury,  be  filled  with 
ft  hundred  million  of  inhabitaitts.  They  will 
therefore  require,  ^y  fiye  buntlred  million  of  doU 
lars.  for  the  necessary  circcdatiog  medium ;  at 
present  there  is,  say  forty  millions  in  circubtion; 
of  cc^urse  four  hundred  and  siity  millions  worth 
of  the  products  of  their  labor  must,  in  the  course 
of  a  xenti]|ry,  go  abroad  to  bring  back  its  value 
ill  gold  and  silver  to  provide  this  necessary  eir- 
culating  medium.  But  if  we  can  e^taUiah  and 
perpetuate  a  safe  and  durable  banking  syatemt 
only  one  half  of  ihi$  ?alue  in  the  products,  of 
labor  need  go  abroad  to  bring  back  the  requisite 
quantity  ofgold  and  silver;  and  thus*  a  gain  is, 
in  thaX4ime,  made  to  theamoMOt.of  two  hundred 
and  foKy  millions  woflh  of  labor ;  which  would 
probably  be  nearly  sufficient  to  make  all  the 
eanals  that  oaay  b«[^m'e  requisite  within  otir  ter- 
ritory. I  have  made  this  statement  in  general 
terma  to  show  how  immensely  iinportani  it  must 
be  to  the  United  Sfates  tp  eaublish  a  banking 
svstem  upon  the  most  durable  and  beat  possible 

An  honorable  geptleman  from  Virginia,  on  my 
left,  (Mr.  BoHWBjLi^)  has  informed  us,  if  I  under- 
atood  him  rightlv,  that  he  is,  pn  the  whole,  op- 
posed to  the  banking  system  enjtirely,  because  it 
tends  too  much  to  encourage  commerce^;  that 
we  are  already  tpo  commercial.  I  am  sensible, 
airj  that,  in  the  Southern  Slates,  a.prejudice  has 
existed  against  commerce;  and  this  very  preju- 
dice has  aetred  to  build  up  a  great  many  housea 


in  our  Northern  towns,  at  the  expense  of  dii 
Southern  States;  because,  if  those  States, parti- 
culaHy  Virginia,  had  exerted  themselves  is  ea- 
couragiog  commerce  to  be  car/ied  on  wiibia 
th^ir  own  limits,  much  of  the  wealth  so  rapidlf 
acquired  in  commercial  pursuit^  which  is  now 
to  be  found  in  those  towns,  might  have  beta 
amassed  in  those  States.  But  does  tbathoDo^ 
able  gentlemaO^  really  j believe  that,  by  pQllii^ 
down  this  bank,  there  will  be'  leas  bankiaf  bqti* 
ness  done  in  the  United  States?-  No,  iir,  t^ 
capital  that  is  now  eti^ployed  in  this  biok  will 
soon  fied  its  way  into  the  State  banl^  Ftf- 
mit  me  also  io  say,  sir,  that  the  noiioo  of  in- 
ingto  make  ourselves  less  commercial  if  Mb 
apd  visionary — it  is  the  *'  stuff  that  dream  lit 
ma^e  of."  I  admit>  sir,  tbat,  for  the  pur^  of 
renderiirg  ourselves  leas  dependent  on  ibreipiia> 
tiooS)  it. might  be  well  to  encourage  ataaalie- 
tur^s  to  a  pertain  degree  j.but,  suppose  we iboiU, 
would  we  be  eps^tialLy  thf  less  commercial  oi 
that  account  ?  I  trust  not.  Commerce  ifWMio 
be  congenial  to  the  disposi^pas  of  a  \na  por* 
Uon  of  pur  countrymen,  and  it  is.vaia  toatieiMl 
to  change  iheir  habits  and  pursuits,.  Indeed,  aL 
if  we  will  but  look  at.  the  nationsof  ibe  worii 
both  of  ancient  and  raodf  rp  days,  we  shall  M 
that  those  who  have  been  most  commercial,  u«t 
ever  been  tbe  most  active,,  ealerprisinf,  ioWu* 
gent,  and  free.  I  copsider  commerce  as  ooe  a 
the  great  levers  by  which  the  "wrorld  hlf  been 
raisM  fcom  darkness  into  light— from  birfiww* 
into  civilization  anfl  refinemem.- 

An  hpnon^le  gentleman  £rom  MaryJaoa  (Mr. 
Mo^iM)  has  given  us  a  atatemeol  of  ili«  »»i"*: 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sl^t^  which  * 
Will  just  jiotice.  That  gentlemaa  »»« jj" 
bank  indebted  tof  omebody,  I  don't  kn<|W  whoB, 
in  the  sum  of  about  ten  nxiilion  of  dollars. 
,  The  gentleman  also  informed  us  that  he  bjJ 
been  a  bank  director  in  his  time— pf  course,  m 
he  must  understand  the  bpsiness.  . 

Presently,  however,  the  Worthy,  ^^^^ 
gentfeoaan  be^B  to  aay. something  abouiaow 
deposited  in  the  bank  for  discoooi,  toiheafflow 
of  fiifieen  miUion  doUara:  put  '*>««^^,fi 
stren'uousW  contended,  were  not  due  to  '"•■J*u. 
So  much  Knowledge  must,  I  suppose,  have  mw* 
edfrom>h»ving  been  a  bank  director  I  ni"» 
th^e  gentleman  after  ward  admitted  ^*»«^Jl^ 
notea  were  really  doe  to  the  bapk,  it  wowdi^ 
indeed,  possess  the  meana^f  producing  •  ^^ 
state  ol  ditfiresa,  if  we  al^ould  compw  a^.»""^ 
to  wind  jup  its  coneerna.  Exactly.iOi^n  ^^ 
the  gentlemaof  was  correct.  .      ,^tnt 

But,  Fith  respect,  to,  the  rest  of  this  stateowh 

I  shay  merely  observe  that,  if  * «^",?"*^-nhatf 
make  a  mistake  of  fifteen  million  dollars  w  ^^ 
a  minute,  hpw  far  would  he  probaW|r  •[y*  ij 
of  the  way  in  half  an  four?  ^^^ll^'^^es. 
be  in  dapger  of  becomiog  one  of  ^°^!^  ^^^f^ 
Another  objection  urged  against  i  Impart 
of  the  present  bank  charter  is,  ^**i*  fSitaii, 
of  the  stockholders  are  subjects  ^^^^  \r^i\k 
and  tjiat,  if  we  should  Jtiappep  to  bf  •\^7*  ^  ja 
that  nation^  these  capitaUsts  wouW  ii»»* 
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tfaetV  pow^r  to  injure  the  best  interests  of  this 
^ountrf. 

Oa  the  first  hnpression,  it  struck  rae  that  this 
ifii^ht  possibly  be  the  case ;  but/on  more  mature 
reflection,  I  cannot  see  how  this  could  be  dotie, 
«Ten  if  those  capitalists  were  so  base,  and  so  re- 
gardless of  their  own  interests,  as  to  attempt  any^ 
thing  of  the  kind.  They  have  no  direct  control 
over  the  concerns  of  the  bank;  *it  is  nianagedby 
directors  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Ifanyonecan.  howerer,  point  out  any  effeetual 
method  which  could  be  taken  by  these  capital- 
ists, and*  which  it  is  eyen  remotely  probable 
'Would  be  taken,  I  will  then  a(|mit  that  this  may 
be  a  greater  Or  Jeks  objection,  not  against  the  re- 
incorporation of  the  bank,  but  against  the  poiiejr 
of  sufieriog  Buropean  capitalists  to  hold  mitch 
property  10  the  bank. 

Another  objection,  which  has  been '  ur?ed,  Is 
that  this  bank  is  under  the  naanagement  of  those 
who  are,  for  the  most  part^bpposed  in  political 
setitiment  to  the  presenl^Aorhinistration. 

If  I  believed  that  those  who  manage  the  con- 
•eenis  of  this  bank  could  wield  it  as  a  political 
6ii^ne,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  1  Should  beio- 
^uced  tordte  iigainst  the' bill-entirety.  .But,'sif, 
the  fttct  iS)  this  is  not  the  case  at  present,  nbr 
do  I  conceive  it  can  eyer  be  the  oase  again.  So 
maoy  State  banks  ha v^  heen  created,  that  men 
of  srl  political  descriptions  can' now  be  acc.om- 
fliodttttd  at  one  bank,  or  at  ahother;  so"  that  the 
ideft  of  bestowing  bank  favors,  a«  a  reward  for 
political  profes^ioQs,  has  been  long  since  aban- 
ooiied.  As  the'  English  mastiff  has,  therefore, 
lost  his -teeth,  he  can  no  longer  bite  those 'W'hq  are 
not  of  his  nousehold — and,  Jcnowing  this,  his 
Herceoess  has  abated — he  has  become  more  civil 
CO  scrao^ers,  and  mpre  fit  anti  wilting  to  be  made 
subservient  tb  the  wishes  of  all.  ; 

Sir,  there  is  another  string,  which  is  yet  beces- 
airy  to  be  touched,  and  I  rihall  fdneh  it  htn  light- 
ty,  fbr  it  is  a  tender  one :    It  id  the  'distress  and 
Tuio  which  Aost  ensue  upon  the  vote  that  is 
about  tQ,  be  given,  If  that  vote  shall,  atf  I  believe 
it'  wiHj  be  against' the  re^inqorporation  of  this 
hkbkj  10  some  shape  or  other.   From  this  distress, 
sir.  probably  all  ot  us  will  be'ezempt.  The  stoi-m 
will  pass  over  us,  and  we  shall  only  hear  it  at  a 
dtistance;  yet  the  individual  on  whom  it  shall 
ijiost  heavily  fall,  will  not,  on  that  account  feel 
it  the  less  sensibly.    When  I  speak  of  individu- 
4ls,  I  mean  to  express  myself  em  phaticafl  jr.  Th^re 
are  iocorporai'ea  individuals  whose fkvoH ted weN 
^ngi  may  yet,  by  this  vote,  be  shook  to  pieces 
over  their  heads ;  but  as  far  as  any  of  these  may 
have  been  instrumental  in  producing  the  present 
jtate  of  things, so  far  will  their  labors  have  obtained 
Iheiif  just  reward.    I  hope,  however;  that  none  of 
this  description,  in  my  own  $tate,  have  had'  any 
agency  in  this  business.    Bat,  sir,  for  those  unin- 
corporated'Individ  oah  who  are  to  be  sacrificed  by 
Ibi?  measure,  I  feel  some  commiseration;  be- 
•eause,  I  hate  some'  idea  of  the  feelings  that  a 
ittined  man  must  experience,  particularly  if  he 
lias  a  family  to  be  supported  by  his  exertions.    It 
would  be  easy,  because  it  would  be  natural,  to 


draw  a  picture  of  this  kind  of  distress;  but  this 
is  not  the  only  dark  side  which  might  be  present- 
ed^—fts  demoralizing  effects  ought  also' to  be  no- 
ticed. By  too  freijuently,  and,  in  this  case  I  may 
add,  wantonly,  deranging  and  prostrating  the 
affairs  of  individlials,  particularly  of  mercantile 
men,  yc^-natorally  encourage  in  them^  from  mere 
motive  of  self-defence,  principles  whrch  tend  to 
render  them  a  set  of  sharpers.  < 
.  I  have  heretofore  mentioned  that  there  were, 
at  the  last  session,  nearly  thirty  of  a  majority  for 
reincorporating  this  bank; and  ambn^  those  were 
two.  of  my  honorable  colleagues,  whom  X  now 
find  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  It  would 
now  seem  that  there,  is,  probably,  a  majority 
against  it.  How  does  this  happen  ?  I  can  ac- 
count^for  it  in  part,  but  nbt  wholly.  The  Legis- 
latures'of  some  States  have  undertaken  to  "ia- 
struct"  or  ***  request"  their  several  delegations  to 
vote  aqcording  to  their  views  of  the  subject.  It 
is  generally  Understood,  I  believe^  sir;  that  those 
.^hq  may -not  think  proper  to  listen  to  this  moni- 
tory warning^  are  to  be  denouncedycast  ofi^  and 
thrown— not  info  a  den  of  lions — for  those^  ani- 
mals, though  fierce,  are  somewhat.uoble  in  ^heir 
nature-^bot  into  a.deij  with  one  or  two  ugly  wild 
beasts— ^exotics,  I  believe,  sir,  who  seem  to  be  kepi 
on  account  of  th«  peculiar  facility  they  possess 
of  besmirching  others  with  their  own  filth.  But, 
I  Would  ask  those  who  hBve  thus  undertaken  to 
instruct  and  direct  members  here.  how.  in  God^a 
name,  did  they  become  invested  with  this  control- 
litjg  power?  Were  they  elected  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  this  Oovernment  ?  As  Well  might  the 
State  defegatrons  to  this  Government  assume  iq 
themselves  the  right  of  instructing  and  directing 
their  several  Slate  Le^slatures  how  they  should 
aci.  No  dictatorship  in. this  free  country,  sir!  I,- 
for  one,  protest  against  it.  I  bold  myself  respon- 
sible to  my  constituents  only,  for  the  vote  I  may 
give  on  any  question  ;  and  that  vote,  which  my 
conscien<Se  telLs  me  I  ought  to  give,  shall  never 
be'  controlled  by  the  imposing  frowns  of  any  man 
or  set  of  nien  whatever. 

Sity  if  this  dootrine  is  to  prevail,  that  the  Stattf 
delegations  are'  to  direct  us  how  we  must  act, 
then  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  becoming  a  fallen 
people.  It  will  go  to  subvert  the  purposes  for 
which  thi&  Government  was  established.  It  will 
be  reducing  us  to  a  state  which  may  even  prove 
worse  than  the  old  Confederation ;  for,  even  un- 
der that  system  of  Government,  the  State  Legist 
latiires  did  not  attecnpk  to  dictate  to  Congress, 
but,  on  t^e  contrary,  Congress  tised  to  recommend 
measures  for  them  to  adopt. 

My  idea,  sir,  of  the  best  m^hod  of  getting 
along  with  our  various  concerns,  is/for  each  to 
mind  their  own  business.  I  am  not  so  arrogant  as  to 
wish  to  have  any  control  over  the.  opinions  or  the- 
votes  of  others ;  and  all  that  f  require  in  Yetnra 
is,  that  the  same  measure  of  courtesy  be  dealt  out 
to  me. 

Sir,  I  have  thought  proper,  in  order  to  vindi- 
cate my  own  sentiments;  and  my  own  independ* 
ence  pi  feeling,  to  say  thus  much.  I  have  little 
more  to  say,  iurth^rthan  to  repeat,  that  I  am  op- 
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posed  to  putting  down  this  bank  suddenly,  and 
uoexpectedly,  and  ia  oo  way  whatever,  qaless  it 
be  done  gradually,  while  another,  less  exception- 
able, is  rearing  up  to  fill  its  plaee. .  Permit  me  to 
add,  5ir^  that  it  requires  much  less  capacity  to  pull 
down  than  to  build  up;  that  I  am  afraid  that 
some  wt'o  never  can  distinguish  themselves  in 
the  one  way,  may,  in  their  love  of  fame,  aim  at 
the  acquirement  of  sonrie  distinction  in  tne  other. 
I  confess  1  have  sonne  little  fears  on  this  subject ; 
for  I  am  fullv  convinced,  sir,  that  if  efver  this 
Government  shall  be  prostrated,  which  God  for- 
bid !  the  work  will  be  accomplished  not  by  Ro- 
mans, lut  by  the  hands  of  such  as  those  Under 
"^hich  Rome  sunk  and  perished. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said,  although  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  had  undergone  a  pretty  ample 
discussion,  and  although  be  feh  almost  disquali- 
fied from  speaking  distinctly,  from  the  pressure 
of  a  severecold,  yet  he  coujd  not  reconcile  it  to 
his  sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  question  to  be 
taken  on  the  present  bill^  without  submitting  ^ 
few  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
In  dviug  thi$,  be  would  endeavor  to  place  tha 
question  on  its  proper  basis,  divested  w  any  eX' 
traneous  consijlerations,  by  theadibission  of  which 
some  gentlemen  appeared  to  have  lost  sight  of 
the  true  merits  of  the  question.  .  /. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  biilt  now  before 
the  House  (said  Mr.  T.^  Ltake  occasion  to  re- 
markj  some  ^entlendan  appear  to  entertain  very 
limited,  and,  in  my  jvidgmeDt,  very  incorrect  ideas 
of batiking  institutions.  Fron>some  obaervations 
which  Ihave  listened  to,  I  should  suppose  that  a 
bank  was  considered  nothitig  better  than  a  broker's 
office,,  in  which  J^ws  andinoney  brokers  meet  to 
prey  upon  the  eommMnity.  Oihecs  have  com- 
pared the  institution  toTandora's  box, from  whicb 
nave  issued  the  principal  ev«!)  which  hare  afflicted 
this  country.  Many  similar  remarks,  equally  cfude 
and  irrelevant,  have  been  submitted  by  some  een- 
tienaen  who  wish  the  di^solutioA  of  the  BanK  of 
the  United  States.  .For  the  information  of  such 
gentlemen,  I  take  occasion  to  remark^  that  the 
use  of  banks  by  the  principal  toipmerctal  nations 
in  the  civilized  World,  stamps. a  value,  upon  the 
Institution,  too  broad  and  too  well  attested,  to  be 
questioned  at  this'time. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  corpo-' 
rate  existence  we<are  called  on  to  continued,  seems 
to  have,  been  instituted  principally  for  two  pur- 
poses, (viz.)  that  of  discount  and  deposite.  U  nidhet 
the  first,  loans  and  facilities  are  obtaitf^d  both  by 
the  Government  and  individuals;  aj\\iby  the  last, 
corporate  bodies  and  individuals  are  enabled  to 
lodge  their  money,  or  other  p>ecious  treasures,  in 
the  vaults  of  the  bank,  for  safe-keeping,  to  be  with- 
drawn at  pleasure. 

It  will  not  be  a  fair  course  of  reasoning  to  in- 
fer, tbat  because  ^ome  banks  have  been  used  for 
baa  purposes,  therefore  all  must  be  of  pernicious 
tendency.  The  abuse  of  any  blessing  can  never 
bt  fairly  urged  against  its  use.  The  great  multi- 
nlication  of  banks,  by  the  different  States  in  the 
union,  proves  the  sense  which  the  public  enter- 
tain ot  their  utility.    The  Bank  of  North  Adiier- 


ica,  which  was ,  incorporated  in  the  year  178QL 
served  greatly  to  invigorate  public  .credit,  lod 
unquestionably  shed  a  salutary  influence  on  the 
measures  of  that  eventful  epoch  iq  our  Revolatioo. 
But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this  point,  presuming 
that  few  can  be  found  within  the  sound  of  mr 
voice,  who  will  question  the  utility  of  the  Biok 
of  the  United  States. 

The  remarks  which  I  propose  to  submit,  will 
be  comprised  under  the.  two  folio wiog  geoenl 
heady: 

1.  Has  Congress  a  Constitutional  power  to  re- 
new the  preiitnt  charter  of  the  Bank  of  theUoi- 
teii  Slates?   . 

2.  hit  expedient,  at  this  tioD^^  to  permit  iu 
charter  to  expire? 

That  the  field  of  controversy  may  be  nurowei 
as  mpcb  as  possible,  it  mav  not  be  impropei  w 
consider  the  points  in  which' all  agree;  aodilsi 
the  most  prominent  subjects  of  debate.  I  theft- 
fore  consider  the  three  following  poi nu as  af[ree4 
to  by  the  friends  ay  well  as  the  enemies  of  \k 
present  bill. 

L  That  Congress  have  (be  ConstitotioDalpots 
to  make  all  layvs  necessary  to  carry  into  exeei- 
tioathc  Constitution  of  (be  United  Suuei. 

2.  That  banks  are  among,  the  necessary  meiM 
to  enable  the  G:9vernq[ient  t«  carry  oniufisalu' 
rangements. 

*  3.  That  no  positive  iojdsticfeciin  be  chtiyeibit 
'UpQri  the  Governyaent  ^ven  if  ft  should  reiose  )J 
renew  the  charter  of  the  bank,iiiafimucbt8itwifl 
•expire  by  its  own  limitation. 

The  points  in'  controversy  between  tis,M«iw 
three  following: 

1.  The  opposers.of  the  bilibn  v^ur  uble  ifl<rtr 
tbat,  to  renew  the  charter  of  theBaokofibeUBh 
ted  States,  Congress  must  assume  a  poWer  oot 
jvarranted  by  the  Constitution.    '- 

To  this  doctrine  I  enter  my  solfenin  pwtwt. 

2.  They  further  assert  that  the  Siatebaob"* 
competent  -W  aps^r  all  the  detnands  of  Hit  w*** 
eral  Government  in  their  fiscal  operatioos. 

•  This  doctrine  I  can  by  ho  means  adm'^      . 

3.  It  has  also  been  asserted,  that  the  Bttfo* 
the  United  States  originated  with  a  party; »» 
it  has  been  supported  by  a  party;  and  mustao* 
be  decided  on  party  principles. 

The  two  fi>rst  parts  of  Mr  proposition  I  d«j7» 
but  I  f?ar  I  shall  be  constrained  to  submit  to  w 
last.  ^^. 

I  copae  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  Co^ 
tutional  question,  and  inasmuch  as  it  ^J*^^ 
consequences  iwry  momentous,  boi^  to  M\*.^ 
eral  Government  and  to  ourindividutl  <^**'*vj 
I  hope  this  honorable  House  will  hetrm*''"* 

The  ground  taken  by  the  opposers  of  me  F^ 
ent  bill  rests  upon  the  lOth  article  of  tbetmej^ 
meats  Ito  the  juonstitution,  which  decl»re«  w« 
tjie  powers  not  delegated  to  Congress  *'*.'^-, 
to  the  States,  &c.,  and  hence  an  infereDceisojaw 

that  because  no  express  power  can  be  '^W"  " 
egating  ^he  authority  to  jfrani  Jo^^'^.-il 
therefore  Corigresa  cannot  con8iiiqt«.oM»T  ^ 
else  such  politer.    Tha  fallacy  of  thia  ar|«B» 
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flMf  be  showA  ia  oomberless  iosumoes,  aod  from 
every  day's  espertence  in  legislation.  As  a  fanii- 
liar  lostaoce^l  bM[  leave  to  inquire,  by  whatexpre^ 
autborUy.in  the  Coastttoiioo  ba^  the  Goveroroeot 
aoy  power  io  establish  cUstom-houseS)  or  to  ap- 
poiot  oflElcers'lor  the  coUectipn  of  the  reveriue? 
And  yet  the  orderly  maaagemeot  of  the  Treaiiury 
Department  so  iinperiouslv  demands, the  exercise 
of  this  power,  that  no  douot  has  ^ver  been  enter- 
tained as  to  its  cohttitntioaalHy.  ^ 

In  defining  the  powers  of  Congress,  there  se^ms 
to  be  a  threefold  rale  given  in  the  Coastitttlioq. 

1.  Positive  at  to  the  power  granted. 

2.  Negative  on  the.Qeneral  Gk>verniiieiit. 

3.  Negative  on  the  States. 

If  gentlemen  will  tarn  to  the  first  article  of  the 
CoostUutton,  under  theStb  section,  they  will  find 
the  [towers  enumerated  which  Congress  may  ex- 
ercise, loafmuch  as  Congress  Ms  the  noWer  to 
Uy  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
so  it  is  alsq,  provided^  ^'  Th^t  thev  may  make  all 
laws  which  may.4>e  necessary  andpro)^r  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  foregoing  ipowers,"  4be. 
Here  is  the  basis  on  which  I  am^«  willing  to  rest 
the  arguiaent  that,  the  Legislature  of  the  XJaiied 
States  baa  the  x\g^  to  incorporate  a  banS  for  the 
parpoee  of  eolleciing,  in  t)ie  most  safe  and  facile 
jnauoer,  the  reveiuieflof  the«country,as  well  as 
of  dbbursing  the  same  with  tbe  least  expense  tntl 
iBOOOvenience  to  the  Govemment,  in  ^ ny  pajct  of 
the  United  States  where  tbe  same  shoald  be  need- 
fwL  If  it  should  be  conceded,  that,  baokipg  insti- 
tmiohs  are  necessary  to  the  cobvenient  and  or- 
derly management  of  on?  fiscal  cooceros,  (and  I 
flatter  mysel(  this  will  not  be  ^oateet^d,;  then 
shall  I  consider  the  Constitutional  question  nearly 
settled,  unless  it  can  -be  proved  that  Slate  banks 
CMi  h»  a  safe  substitute  tor  the  Bank  of  tha  Uni- 
ted Sutes.  On  this  point  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  remark  hereafter/ 

In  tbe  9th  sectioo,  under  the  lat  article  of  the 
Conatitutiod,  the  exeieiae  of  certain  powers  Is 
prohibited  to  tbe  General  Government,  but  no- 
tbwg  can  there  be  found  touehihg  the  presenr- 
qu^tion*  It  must  thei^fore  be  included  in  the 
amendment  •before  quoted,  ^he  explao<ition  already 

£' ven  of  wbich  I  hope  jmay  be  satisfactory  tolhi^ 
oase. 

In  the  lOtb  section  of  the  same  artrcle,  the 
States  are  prohibited  from  exercising  certain  flow- 
ers. Among  other  things  they  are  not  ^rmitted 
^  vo  coin  money ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any- 
thing but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debt5,"  &c.  ,  Although  I  am  not  disposed,  in  this 
place,  to  contest  the  right -claimed  by  the  several 
States  to  incorporate  iMnks  ad  libitum^  yet  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying' that  there  appears  to  be 
a  more  literal  restriction  oa  the  State  authorities 
10  grant  charters^  to  banks,  than  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  tbe  United  States.  This  construction 
leeeives  additional  confirmation,  when  it  is  re- 
membered that,  in  some  States,  bank  bills  have  so 
lar  been  made  a  legal  tender,  as  to  be  receivable 
lor  Stale  taxes,  ditc.  The  inference  from  these 
remarks  is  simply  this,  that  as  bank  bills  are  a 
of  biUa  of  credit,  tbe  several  States  cannot 


constitutionally  authorise  their  emission  ;  and  as 
they  are  the  best  representative  of  sold  and  silver, 
Congress  alone  has  tbe  power  under  the  Consll«- 
tution  to  regulate  the  same. 

In  the  modern  rage  for  putting  down  Yornrar 
institution^,  we  seem  to  arrogate  to  ourselyes  more  - 
wisdom  than  our  predecessors  possessed.    In  the  • 
preamble  to  the  act  establishing  tlie  Bank  of  the  * 
United  States,  among  other  reasons  assigned  for 
the  passage  of  tbe  law,  it  was  deemed  (hat  such  • 
ata  Institmion  '*  would  be  conducive  to  the  sue- 
'eessful  aonclucting  of  the  national  financea^^ 
^ -would  tend  to  give' facility  to  the  obtaining  of 
\  loans  for  th)s  use  of  tbe  Governibent,  on  suddei^  . 
*  emergencies — aod  would  be  productive  of  con- 
'  siderable  advantages  to  trade  and  industry  ia^* 
'general." 

.  If.8Uoh  en  institution  was  necessary  for  the  0|k^ 
erfttiop  of  the  Government  ibeiL  it  is  not  easy  to  - 
conceive  that  it  cap  be  le^s  useful  now ;  nor  can 
it  be  comprehended  why  a  measure  should  be 
deeiiied  unconstiiutionjii  in  the  year  1811,  which 
in  ike  year  1791  was  pronounced  ^y  some  of  the 
first  sages  of  our  country,  with  WASHinoToit  at 
their  bead,  not  only  very  beneficial  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  strictly  Constitutional.  This  arg'U"» 
inent  derives  na  Jnconsiderable  weight  from  the 
circumstance,  that,  under  all  the  successive  Adr 
ministrations  of  our  Government,  acts  have  been 
passed 'confirmatory  of  this  principle.  The  law 
enacted  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  should 
counterfeit  the  bills  issued  bv  this  bank,  sanctions 
the  orignnal  law ;  and  the  laws  of  the  different 
States,  to  the  slame  effect,  prove  that  they  had  no 
scruple  on  this  point.  The  loans  which  have 
been  repeatedly  made  of  thisl)ank,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  law,  greatly  corfoborate  the  opinion  that 
the  charter  was  not  deemed  unconstitutional ;  and 
I  presume  most  of  the  gentlemen  who  now  ap- 
pear so  scrupulous  about  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion, actually  voted  for  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  authorizing  the  rank'to  loan  sev- 
eral millions  of  dollars  to  tbe  Government.  Now, 
if  the  otlgioal  law  Wa^  unconstitutional,  the  char- 
ter is  void,  and  all  (he  operations  of  the  bank  must 
have  been  illegal.  Qn  the  same  principle,  evei'y 
subsequent  law  relative  to  that  incorporation  must 
have  partaken  of  its  original  deprarity,  being 
equally  unconstitutional.  In  the  year  1864.  a  law 
was  parsed  authorizing  the  bank  to  establish  offi- 
ces of  discount  aod  deposite  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States;  under  w&ich  law  the  bank 
was"  established  at  New  Orleans  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Gk>vernment,aiid  yet  no  Consti- 
tutional objection  was  made  to  this  measure, 
althouah  the  Sage  of  Monticelllo  was  then  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States., 

I  cannot  dismiss  this  headof  my  argument  with- 
out adverting  to  tbe  use  which  some  gentlemen 
have  made  (3*  the  terms  power  oind  meana— con- 
founding them  together,  as  of  synonymous  signif- 
ication, in  the  presen  t  question.  If  Congress  pos- 
sess the  power  of  oolleetiog  and  disposing  of  th^ 
revenue,  its  wisdom  must  devise  the  best  meant 
of  effecting  the  object.  In  tbi^  view  of  tbe  sub- 
ject, the  creation  of  a  bank  must  be  considei^ed 
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tttnoDg  the  means  necessary  for  (be  ^^suceessful 
coiKlueting  of  (be  national  finances."  My  own 
judgment  lias  long  beetf  settled  on  tbe  Constitu- 
tional question,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  ^hat  a  can- 
did consideration  of  tbe  views  in  which  1  have 
presented  the  subject  to  the  House^  will  induee 
^ome  gentlemen  to  hesitate,  who  nnay  have  Aere- 
'tofore  been  fixed  in  opposition  to  this  bilK 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  second 
^neral  bead- Whiclt  I  proposed  to  discu^,  viz: 
die  inexpediency  of  perm ittrng  the  present  char- 
ter to  expire.  In  doing  this.  I  will  endeavor  briefly 
to  state  some  of  the  consequences  which  wiil  pro- 
bably result  from  sueh  a  meisisure. 

1.  A  general  distrust  of  bank  credit  must /be 
tbe  inevitable  consequence.  As  soon  aslb^  bills 
issued  from  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  S'cates 'shall 
cease  to  circulate,  the  holders  of  other  bahk  pap^r 
wili  become  suspicious  of  their  ultimate  payment, 
and  of  course  will  eiioer  refuse  to  receive  ttiem 
in  pay  bent  of  debts,  or  will  send  them  to  their 
proper  banks'to  receive  specie  in  exchange  for 
tfaem.  .  As  evrdencc  of  this,  I  will  stale  to  the 
House  that  the  mere  conjecture  that  silich  an  eVent 
may  happen,  has  already  begun  the  call  for  gold 
and  srver  in  exchange  for  bank  bills. 

2.  Such  a  measure  would  be  distressing,  if  not 
destructive  to  State  banks.  To  prove  the  troth 
of  this  position,  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  e^camine 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in^ 
^hich  may  be  seen  theamount  of  notesoa  hand, 
issued  by  the  State  baiiks.  If  these  should  be 
presented  for  payment,  nearly  the' oriole  of  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  would  be  drawn  out,  and 
perhaps  sdme  banks  might  not  be  able  even  to 

\ineet  the  demand.  The  ^usual  export  bf  dollars 
from  this  country,  fbr  stHne  years  oast,  and  the 
failure  of  the  accustomed  imports^  nave  contin- 
ued greatly  ta'ii^crease  tbi;s  distress, 

3.  It  would  be  ruinous  to  inclividuals.  Per- 
haps »  more  inauspicious. period  than  the  present 
could  not  hfive  been  selected  for  the  oeatruc- 
tion  of  this  moneyed  institution..  Our  mercantile 
brethren  have  more  than  $20,000,060  locked  up. 
at  tbis  time  in  Europe,  and  unusiially  large  im- 
x>ortations  of  East  and  West  India  produce  are  oo 
.hand  for  exportation*  Accommodations  .-must 
therefore  be  ohtained,  or  their  credit  as  well  as 
property  must,  be  lojst.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  I'.e- 
examine  tbe  Secretary's  report,  where  will  be  seen 
(he  amount  of  di^couni^  in  our  pribcjpai  pom- 
mercial  towns, 

I  then  inquire,  Mr.  Speaker^  whether  alt  tbe 
mecie  ia  tbe  United  States  is  sufficient  to.pay  up 
the  nblet  which  have  been  discounted  by  the  Bant 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  which  are  now  oo  hand  7 
If  you  should  obliee  them  to  wind  up  their  con- 
oerns  on  the  3d  oTMarcb  next,  they  will  be  con- 
strained to  call  in  their  dues,  and  as  no  n,ew  loans 
can  be  made  by  this  institution  after  their  char- 
ter shall  expire,  so  the  State  banks  will  be  coo- 
strained  to  shorten  their  discounts,  lesft  their  debt 
should  be  increased  to  the  &nk  Of  tbe  United 
Suites  by  accommodations  to  her  debtors.  In  this 
way  the  distress  will  be  greatly  ineieased,  aad 


the  Slate  banks,  being  cripplffd  in  their  oMfmAoB, 
will  be  unable  to  afford  the  needed  relief. 
'  The  bills  issued  by  the  Bank  of  tb«  Oniled 
Sjstes,  and  DOW  in  circulation,  exceed  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  Let  this  sum  be  called  out  of 
circuUtion,  and  the  merchant,the  farmer,  and  the 
mechanic,  will  sensibly  feel  its  effects. 

4,  If  this  charter  should  expire,  I  feel  persvaded 
-it  mast  be  injurious  to  the  operation  of  the  Ch>v- 
eyfiaieni.  Of  the. present  regular  collectioii  of  tbe 
revenue  I  will^  say  nothing,  ^tof  4he  diHtrtbucioa 
of  this  money  T  venture  to  say  that  no  process 
through  the  State  banks  can  be  so  safe  or  so  ex- 
peditioosr  Suppose  that  the  operations  of  tbe 
Government  should  require  the  payment  of  a  bdiI- 
lion  of  dpUars  dt  New  Orleans:  Through  the 
agencj  of  the  United  States'  Bank  this  deposite 
and  payment  could  be  .promptly  made ;  but  bov 
could  this  be  effected  by  any  Statebank  ?  From 
th^  very  nature  of  those  institutions,  the  btlli 
issued  by  the  State  banks  must  have  si  limited 
circulation,  and  could  not  poRsthly  answer  on  sueh 
an  emergency.  ,  But,  if  the <]k>vern men t  should 
sutfer  no  inconvenience  froin  the  Btate  bank 
emissions,  mercantile  men  and'  prfvate  bttixeas 
must  feel  the  embarrassment  fery  severely,  hi 
addition  td these  considerations,  will  it  he  safcf^ 
tbe  Government  to  intrust  their  funds  to  mon- 
eyed institutions  over  Which  their  nor  oalf  hare 
np' control,  but  have  not  even  the  pK>wer  to  de- 
mand a  view  of  the  statetpent  of  their  businessf 
On  this  ^oiat,  I  flatter  myself  there  can  be  tot 
one  opinion]  atid,  inasmuch  as  weekly  reporo 
are  now  made  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the-  Treasury, 
froni  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  safety  of 
trusting  the  reyenue  to  this  institution,  rather 
than  to  an  ir  other,  mustbe  very  apparent. 

5»  It  is  somewhat  (Questionable,  in  mir  miad, 
whether  the  honor  of  tbe  €k>vernment  wrill  be  oa- 
impeachable  if  the  charter  of  the  bank  should  nsC 
be  renewed.  I  have  said  before,  that  in  point  of 
strict  justice,  the  Government  is  not  bound  iow 
charter  this  «bank;  bat,  when  1  recollect  that  not 
many  years  ago  the  Secretary  of  tlio  Treasury 
sold  all  the  bank' stock  bblonrinff  tothe  Ukm 
States  (bein|r  %fjSO  shares)  to  foreigners,' lie  a  pre- 
mium of  45  per  cent.,  T  cannot  reconcile  it  (a  nj 
ideas  of  honorable  conduct  to  reduce  that  •toot 
at  once  to  par.  By  that  operatioii,  the  Oovcm- 
ment  raised  the  sum  of  9I^87i000^makkig  a  net 
prodt  tP  the  Treasury  of  $399,600.  If  tbe  aver* 
age  fate  of  dividends  has  been  about  8^  per  eeat 
on  tbe  nominal  capftal,  it  is  very  manifest  that 
the  purchasers  of  this  stock  of  the  Government 
have  not  received  6  per  cent,  on  their  money, and 
all  the  ad  van^i^  paid  on  tbe  priactpal  must  be  lost. 
From  the  remarks  made  by  some  g<ejHlemen,tbis 
argument  will  probably  have  but  liule  #eisht; 
more  emcially,  as  the  piirehasers  were'  Bnglish- 
m^n.  But  by  me  the  same  rule  shall  be  meted  ont 
to  an  Ei>glisbmao  or  a  Dutchman,  to  a  Freook* 
man  or  an  American. 

Give  me  leave,  Mr,  Speaker,  in  this  place  lo 
notice  a  very  popular  objection  to  tbe  renewal  af 
this  cbarter^^  because  two-thirds  of  the  stookbold* 
ers  are  fbreignera,    Ara  not  the  righto  o^  foraiga- 
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tn  in  oorowB  coaattry  to  be  protected  as  well  as 
those  of  our  own  oitizens  7  Is  it  not  eoougb  that 
by. the  act  of  iooDrporaiioa-foTeigBers  ar#  not 
eligible  as  directors  to  maoafe  the  funds  ^of  this 
iDstitation  ?  I  kftow  it  hai  been  urged  that  for- 
eign cajpitar  brought  into  this  country  is  injuri- 
ous to  ihe  coramtt«ity.  With  this  opinion  I  do 
not  accord,  more  especially  when  placed  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  our  own  citizens. 
But,  say  some  gentlemen,  in  case  of  war  this  in- 
fluence, might  be  lajurious  to  our  country.  I 
should  oelieYe  the  rery  reverse  woi^ld  be  the  fact. 
If  it  be  true  that  where  a  man's  treasure  is,  there 
will  his  be^rt  be  also,  then  surely  it  might  'be 
useful  for  any  country  to  have  the  funds  of  .its 
enemies  to  use  and  improve  in  the  case  of  a  war. 
Not  only  would  this  serve  to  keep.th^  true  own 
ers  of  the  oroperty /rom  being  active  against  qs, 
but  It  would  also  serve  as  the  sinews  of  war  to 
aid  us  in  the  contest.  So  long  as  (he  moneyed 
capiul  of  our  citizens  can  be  better  efuplbyedflet 
not  the  )policy  of  this  Government  be  directed 
against  the  introduction  of  foreign  capital  into 
the  United  Suies. 

I  will  conclude  my  lremark».  cm  tbii  subrect, 
Mr.  Speaker,  by  calling  tb^  attention  of  this  boa- 
arable  House  to  a  few.  statem^ts  taken  from  the 
report  of  the  "Secretary  of  the  Ti^asury,  which 
kas  beeaJaid  on  all  ounables.  Pr6ra  this  it  ap- 
pears that  the  amouart  of  bills  and  notes  discount- 
ed, And  now  on  hand,  exceeds  fourteen  millions 
oC  dollars;  of  which  Philadj^tphia  owes  about 
$5,000,000  apd  New  York  $4,(^,000.  If  these 
sum*  should  be  demanded,  is  it  possible  to  find 
the  gold  and  silver  ii\  our  country  to  pay  them 
opl  Certainly  aou  What  is  then  to  be  done? 
Bither  lUe  Bank  of  tbeXTnited  Stiites  must  ex- 
tend the  times  of  payment,  or  the  State  banks 
must  afford  iheir  aid.  It  is  qu^stioaabU  how  far 
it  would  be  safe  for  tha  bank  tp  prof e^'  in  the 
&rst  case,  and  in  the  last— tt  has  been  shown,  th^t 
if  the  State  banks  should  afford  the  needed  ac« 
cooamodatioo,  their  own  ruin  would  be  aeiled. 
By  a  report  lately  made  to  the  Legislature  of 
Peoasylvfina,  (w^ieh  I  hold  in- my  hand,)  it 
would  seem  that  the  amount  of  all  the  specie  in 
cWir  State  banks,  did  not  tufuch  exceed  one  mil' 
lioa  ef  dollars* 

What  is  the  state  of  tbe  sp^te  capital  in  the 
city  of  New  York?  If  pretty  correct  informa- 
tion may  be  relied  on,  alt  the  State  banks  in  that 
city  cannot  produce  half  a  million  of  dollars.  It 
is  then  utterly  impossible,  with  all  the  specie  in 
those  two  large  citie^,  to  pay  up  the.  demands  of 
the  United  States'  Bank  upon  the  citizens;  and 
if  gentlemeq  suppose  that  no  distress  would  en^ 
sue  from  so  sudden  a  pressure  upon  the  citizens, 
they  must  have  data  on  which  to  foMod  an  opin- 
ion with  which  I  aai  wholly  unaoquainted. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  real  dtoiiiiuttcMi  of 
sfecie  in  our  ooaatry,  I  woatd  state  that  in  lanu- 
axy,  1810,  there  was  in  the  vaalto  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  its  b^anehei^,  t(9.051,704, 
and  iai>eeember  fbliowtn|^,  there  was  only  $5,- 
4d2,87i^makinff  a  dtrntnunon  in  eleven  months 
of  $8^,825.    in  the  same  itionth  of  January, 


the  State  banks^  owed  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  $579,65d,  and  in  December  follo^inff, 
the  sufh  was  increased  to  91,540.027.  If  you  nod 
the  difference  (which  is  near  one  million  of  dol- 
lars), to  the  ambUnt  fn  the  vaults  of  the  Uni- 
ted State»'  Bank  and  its  branches  in  December, 
the  diminutidn  of  specie  in  a beut*  eleven  months 
will  be  found  to  be  about  92,600,000.  Tbisahirm* 
ins  diminution' of  the  precious  m^als  ought  to 
have  some  Weight  with  this  House  in  deciding  on 
tbe  present  question,  thitt  the  (pressure  may  not 
be  increaived.  upon  the  community. 

Notwithstanding  m^  full  conviction  that  it  wilt 
'be  highly  impolitic,  aswelFas  peculiarly  distress** 
ingifo.the  people  of  the  United  Sldtes,  to  reject 
tbe  bill  now  before  the  House,  and  thereby  per- 
mit the  charter  of  the  bank  to  expire,,  yet  I  must 
confess  I  am  not  without  my  fears,  that  suth  is 
to  b^  tht'fateof  tbu  institution.  It  can  never  be 
aoffkiently  deplored,  tbat  the  feelings  of  partj 
should  have  ever  influenced  the  measures  of  thn 
Qov^rnment.  When  this  prevails,  we  must  ex- 
pect that  rash  and  impolitic  measures  will  be 
adopted.  ^On  the  .present  occasion,  a  leading 
member  in  opposition  \o  this  bill  fMr.  Eppbs} 
has  declared  nis  belief,  that  the  bill  now  under 
cofisideration  was  purely  a  party  question,  and 
would  be  decided  accordingly.  If  this  is  the  case, 
the  fate  of  the  bank  is  fixed ;  and  on  this  ground 
alone  can  I  account  for  (hat  peculiar  apathy  and 
uoooncern  which  is.  exhibited,  when  the  evila  ta 
be  apprehended  from  a  non^renewaliof  Hhe  chaf- 
tor  have. been  so  forcibly  exhibited  to  Oongtesa^ 
in  tbe  aamerous  petitions  which  hshre  k>een  pre* 
seated.  But  when  I  further  reflect,  that  agents 
^re  known  to  be  with iu'  these  walls^  who  are  al- 
ready Ihtleniog  en  the  prospei^t  that  ^e  State 
tianks  ilHiich  they  represent  are  to  receive  depos* 
ites  of  the  Government  arising  from'the  collection 
of:  the  revenue,  I  fear  thy  feeble  attempts  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  this  desolating  spirit  will  be 
of  no  avail. 

Mr.  GAROBNifiR  spoke  against  indefinite  post- 
ponement. At  about  five  o'clock,  a  motion  was 
maSe  to'  adjourn,  and  lost,  by  yeas  and  nays— 
aOto55. 

Several  gentlemen  rose  to  speak. 

l^r.  Macon  remonstrated  against  a  night  sit- 
ting, as  a  denial  to  genilenrfen  of  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  sentiments,  and  as  derogating, 
by  the  cbnfusion  always  attending  such  a  scene, 
from  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Rajioolph  made  a  few  remarks  of  the 
same  tenor;  reprobated  the  want  of  order  which 
appeared  to  prevail  in  the  House,  stated  his  own 
unfitness,  from  fatigue,  to  undergo  a  night's  sit- 
ting j  asked  of  the  House,  as  a  favor,  that  thef 
should  adjourn ;  and  concluded  by  a  motion  to 
tbat  effect,  which  waa  'carried* 

TBuaaoAY,  January  24. 
A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  South  Carolina, 
Langdon  Chevbs.  elected  to  supply  the  racancy 
occastoaed  by  the' resignation  of  Robert  Marion, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seal. 
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Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  cm  the  Pub- 
lic LaQ(|«,  presented  a  bijl  providing  for  the  sale 
of  a  tract  of  land  lyiogr  io  the  State  of  TeDne9- 
see,  RDd  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com^ 
mittee<)f  the  Wtiole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Clay«  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
t^e  ^seventeenth.  instaDt,  on  ^he  petition  of  Ar- 
thur St.  Clair,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  'referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole, to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  samecommittee^also  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of.  John  Craig,  referred 
on  the  eighteenth  instant;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
tioned.   The  report  i«  as  follows  i 

The  committeey  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Craig,  have  had  the  same  under  conafderaiion, 
and  report :  That  it  appeara  to  tHem  that  the. said  pe- 
titioner took  an  early  and  decide^  part  in  the  deiiNice 
of  the  liberties  of  bis  country ;  that,  in  1776,  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  his  country,  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  close  of  the 
war ;  that  he  served*  in  different  gprades,  buit  was,  in  the 
month  of  Decetnber,  1778,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain  of  lif  ht  dragoons  in  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
which  rank  he  held  until  .the  close  of  the  war ;  and 
that  he  was  in  active  service  through,  the  whole- of  the 
wdr;  when  he  left  the  service  of  his  country,  his  con- 
stitution was  flimch  Impaired  and  injured ;  he  was  with- 
out the  use  of  his  third  finger  on  the  right  hand,  which 
was  so  contracted  as  to  render  that  hand  and  arm  an 
encumbrance ;  nqtwithstandlag^he  ibrebore  to  apply  to 
his  conntfy  fpr.  relief;  but  being  now  bowed  down 
with  old  age  and  infirpiity,  and  being  poor,  and  almost 
helpless,  he  is  compelled  to  throw  himself  upon  th^ 
charity  and  humanity  of  his  country.  The  committee 
deem  this^one  of  those  hard  cases  w^ich  is  not  piovided 
for  by  law^;  they,  nevertheless,  .are  of  opinion,  that  jit 
[  is  one  of  those  cases  which  will  justify  n  depairture  from 
the  strict  rule^  of.  law  and  practice,  and  ao,  therefore, 
submit  the  following  resolution :  ^   ' 

Resohedf  ThAi  ^e  accounting'  officer  at  the  Trea- 
sury be  directed  to  pay  Captain  John  Craig  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  > 

Mr.  Jgmninos  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  i4)structiog 
him,  as  the  Delegate  from  that  Territoy  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  obtain  an  extension  of  the  right  of 
voting  to  all  citizens  thereof  of  the  age  of  Xwenty- 
one  years  and  .upwards.-r-Referred.  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Jennings,  and  Mr.  Gardenibr. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passted  two  bills,  to  wit: 
"An  act-authorizing  the  dischaVge  of  Nathaniel 
F.  Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment;"  ^nd  **an 
act  for  the  relief  William  Mills;"  to  which  bills 
they  desire  tlie  concurrence  of  this  House. 

TREASURY  RBPO«T. 
A  communication  was  read  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry,  made  in  conformity^  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House,  requiring  informatipn  as 
to  the  directors,  the  shareholders,  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  and  the  moneys  deposited  in  it,  as 
follows:  .    . 


TmiAsvaT  DsrABTX  BXT, 
.      .  January  S3,  1811. 

Sift :  I  have  the  honor  to  traaataiit  a  report  pro- 
Mred  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  ike  Hoose  ef 
Representatives  of  the  i6th  instont. 
I  have  the  honor  ta  be,  dec 

'      ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury,  in  obedience'  to  tW 

resolution  of  thtf  House  of  Representatives  of  th« 

16th  instant,  respectfully  submits  the  fbUowiiig  le- 
,port:      ,    '  .  ^  ^      • 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed,  by  the 
resblntioh  aforesaid,  to  lay  before  the  House, 

1st '  A  list  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  its  several  branches ;  '    . 

2dly.  A  statement'  of  the  stock  held  by  foreigners, 
and  in  what  countries ;  and  of  the  stock  held  hy  dti- 
sens.  and  in  what  States  and'  Territories ; 

3dly.  The  amount  of  specie,,  according  to  the  last 
returns,  hi  the  Taulte  or  the  bank,  distinguiahing  the 
part  which  befetigs  to  the  bank ;  the  portion  belonging 
te  indivuiuats,  and  i  to  the  United  Stetes. 

It  is  enacted  iiy  the  sixteenth  provision  of  tiie  sev- 
enih  sectiob  of  ike  act  to  incorporate  the  sabacriben 
to  the  Bw%  of  the  United  States,  that  ^  the  oOcer  at  the 
head  of  the  Treatfuij  Department  ef  the  UnUad  Slilss 
sh^li .  be  furnished,  urein  time  to  time,  as  often  as  hs 
m^y  require,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  with  stat»> 
ments  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
corporation,  anil  of  the  debts  due  to  the  seme ;  of  the 
moneys  deposited  i therein ;  of  the  notes  in  circulation; 
and  of  the  cash  in  hand;  and  shall  have  a  right  Io 
inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  |K>oks  of  the  bank 
as  sbdl  relate  to  the  said  stotements ;  provided  that  tins 
shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting 
the  account  of  any  private  indlviduah  or  indiridoak 
vrith  the  Bank."  ^ 

No  other  but  general  statemenU,  suck  as  are  enu- 
merated in  thai  jdause  of 'the  act,  can  be  required  by 
the  Secretery  of  Ute  Treasunr,  or  have  been  faiaiAcid 
b^  the,  bank.  And  these  inelude  neither  the  names  of 
directors,,  nor  the  names  or  place  ef  residence  of  the 
stockholders. 

On  the  subject  of  Direetora,  no  stetement  wfaatevw 
is  ever  made  \  and  in  relation  to  the  capita  stock,  ils 
gross  amount,  and  the  portion  aUowed  to  each  baak, 
are  the  Only  particulars  which  can.  be  required,  or  are 
exhibited  in  the  stetemenis  transmitted  to  this  eflks. 
It  was  ascertained  some  years  ago,  (rom  fin  authentic 
source,  that  near  three-fOurths  of  tbe  stock  (abeot 
one  thousand  eight.  Jiundred  shares)  were  held  by  for- 
eigners^ and  the  fact,  though  not  officially  commo- 
nicated  to  the  department,  was  sUted  in  the  report 
respecting  the  bank  made  to  the  Senate  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1800.  .No  subsequent  or  other  information 
has-been  obtained  on  that  subject;  and,  with  vciy  few 
exceptions,  the  names  of  the  directors  and  stocUioki- 
ers,  either  abroad  or  in  the  United  Stetes,  are  unknown 
to  the  Secretary. 

The  specie  in  the  vaul^  of  the  bank  and  ite  branches 
amounted,  according  to  die  last  returns,  to  ^009,6iS7y 
the  whole  of  which  was,  )Mctiy  inking,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  bank ;  and,  together  with  the  debte  due  to 
that  body,  constituted  the  fund  froor  whidi  ito  ovni 
debte,  including  both  bank  notes  and  d^oeites,  must 
be  paid.  The  sum  deposited  by  the  Treasury  into  tiv 
bank  and  ite  branches,  amounted,  by  the  last  retam  ef 
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the  Treasurer,  dated  2l8t  instant,  and  marked  (A*) 
herewith  transmitted,  to  $  1,930,000,  and  that  depofUted 
ID  other  banks^to  $875,4^,  making  tpgethec  with  the 
balance  in  the  Treasury  on  that  da  j,  $2,806,462.  The 
total  amount  of  deposites  by  Government,  by  other 
banks,  and  by  individoals,  into  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,,  appeaiv,'  by  the  last  received 
Teiams,  to  be  $8,464,770.  And  thtf  statement  B3., 
herewith  ^transmitted,  and  extracted  from  the  latest 
returns  receired  at  this  oiBee  from  the  bank,  and  from 
the  Treasurer,  exhibits'  a  general  view  of  the  eitnatioo 
ef  the  bank,  and  of  all  the  objects  embraced  by  the 
tlurd  part  of  the  reaolation  of  the  House. 

It  appears  from  these  that  the  debts  dae  by  the  bank 
and  payable  on  demand,  indn^ing  both  every  species 
of  depeaites  and  bank  notes,  amount  to    $13,673,369 
And  that  the  resources  of  the  bank  to- 
meet  those  demands  consist  of  the  fbl- 
lowiBg  items,  viz:  1st.  Specie,  benk' 
notes  of  other  banks,  and  balancie  due 
in  account  by  other  banks,  payable  to 
the  bank  -on  demand,  (including  also 
$25^804  in  funded  debt  and.  drafts  on 
colfeotors,  which  may  be  considered  as 
specie)       -        -        -        -       ..        i     6,322,875 
2.  Loan  to  the  tfnited  States,  payable  oo  . 
giving  three  months'  notice         -        -     2,750,000* 
'  S«  Notes  dbeounted  at  60  days,  and  due ' 
by  individuals  (including  $31,242  <>ver- 
dHawa  ia  Charleston)         -       ,.        •    14,609,537 


ICdung  an  agg^agateof 


•    28,$82,894 


The  act  to  incorporate  thd  subsoribers  to  the  .Bank 
of  the  United  States  does  not  itself  expire  by  any  poa- 
itive  chuue  of  limiutioa ;  but  it  is  enae(ed  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  that  the  subscribers, shall  be  a  oor- 
poratioB  and  body  politic,  and  so  continue  un^  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1811.  It  is  presumed  that'  s6me 
m^ans  will  be  devised,  either  hjf  Government  or  by  4he 
banJCy  whereby  the  debts  due  to  and  from  the  corpora- 
lion  may  be,  collected  aftef  that  day^  So  far  arrdates 
to  the  Treasury  depositee,'  no  inconvenience  can  arise, 
aa,  in  any  event,  the  loan  obtained  from  the  yiftitutibn 
is  a  snffident  pledge  ibr  their  payinent.  But  a  doubt 
may  arise,  from  the  manner  m  whidi.  the  act  is  ez- 
pTMsed,  whether,  under  the  tenth. sedSon,  the  bank 
Botes  still  in  drculation  will  not  oontmue  to  be  re- 
oeiTablein  all  payments  to  ^e  United  States.  The 
propriety  of  aome  provision  which  may  remove  every 
aovbft  on  the  subjeot,  or  otherwise  prevent  the  incon- 
vanienee  resulting  from  that  cokiatnicti<9i  of  the  act* 
u  lespectfuily  suggested. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  , 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
A. 
TaxAavBT  Of  ran  Uwitib  Statis, 

^  Januartf  21,  1811.  ^ 

CoA  in  the  d^fflarent  Bonks  and  Offices  of  Diaeouni 

and'Deparite* 
Bank  of  the  United  States  •  •  .  $392,909  24 
Bank  of  Columbia  -  •  -  -  115,192  92 
Bank  €i  Alexandria  ....  61,917  90 
Bank  of  Newport  ....  35,788  56 
Bank  of  Pittsburg  ...  •  .  187,442  11 
Bank  Roger  Williams  ....  53,882  79 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania .  ...  92,62817 
Bank  of  >fanhattan  ....  188,670  82 
Beak  of  Saco      •       -       .        .        .       28,528  94 


Bank  of  Maine 50,747  58 

Bank  of  MftnetU         -        -        -,       -       19,601  62 

Bank  of  Kentucky        -'      •        -        -       91^06153 

Office  of  discount  and  Depbsite,  Wash- 
ington     ------     101,895  55 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Nor- 
folk -        -        -        -        -        -        -       16,483  76 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Boston     341,054  47 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  New 
York 626,417  09 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Balti- 
more        -        -        -        -        -        -     199,201  28 

Office  of  Diseouat  and  Deposite,  Chkrles- 
ton-        •        ..:-        -        -.     86,646  08 

Office  of  Discount  snd  Deposite,  Savan- 
nah -        -     .  -        -        •        -        -       49,691  63 

Office  of  Discount  and  Depea^,  Now 
Orleans    f        -        -        ^    >    -        -     166,701  03 


2,805,462  03 


THOMAS  T.  TUCKERV 
JVeasurer  <^  the  United  States* 

B.— 3. 
ixeneral  state  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 

its  branches. 
Discounts        .        -      ,-        -   .    -$14,578,294  26 
Loans  to  United  States      2,750,000  00 
Funded  debt  14,838  00 

Overdrawn  by  the  Com- 
miadon^   of   Loans,' 
'   Charleston        .        -        31,242  48 
Treasuiy  drafts  not  yet 

OoUeeted  .        -        -        11,466  01 

■  2,807/>46  4» 

Doe  by  other  banke  in 

acK^ount    -       .       -      8iM444  77  ' 
Notea  of  other  banks  on 
hand,       «        -        •      893,341  15 

• —     1,287,485  92 

Specie  -        - 6/)09;567  10 

Real  ^Ute 500,052  77 


24,183,046  54 


Capital  stock 
Notes  in  circulation 
Deposites  by 

Qovemment  1,929,999  60 
Deposites  by 

banks  6^,448  01 

Deposites  by 

individuals    5,80p,422  83 


•    $10,000,000  00 
5,037,125  22 


Balance  of  outstanding 
dfafta  on  lymk  atid 
branchea    •        . 

Undivided  surplus  appli- 
cable to  last  dividend, 
and  to  cover  loasea  on 
buildings  ahd  debts    - 


-8,464,770  44 


171,473  17 


-13,672,363  88 


.    609,677  71 
24,188,046  54 


Mr.  KisK  moved  to  hA?e  this  communication 
printed. 
This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes  and 
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Mr.  Wriobt.  as,  if  the  papers  were  sent  to  the 
printer,  the  House  would  not  hare  the  benefit  of 
them  ID  the  disciission  of  the  subject  of  the  bank, 
which  would  be  continued  this  day.  The  mo-> 
tion  for  printing  was  io^t— 42  to  55. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
vnfipished  business  of  yesterday,  and  the  ques- 
tion depending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
Wit:  the  indefinite  postponement  of  (lie  order  of 
the  flay  on  the  bit!  to  continue,  for  a  furtheV  time, 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,,  was 
again  stated.  •     '  *  "  * 

Air.  Eppeis  said  that  he  apprehended  the  few 
remarks  he  bad  tp  offer  to  the  Hotlse,  woQld  not 
be  considered  as  well-timed  after  the  funetnl ora- 
tion had  been  pronounced  over  the  expiring  char- 
ter of  the  United  States'  Bank.  He  would  tres- 
pass but  a  short  time  on  the  patience  of  the 
House,  and  confine, his  remarks  to  the  policy  of 
reirewing  the^  charter,  viewed  only  as  a  national 
measure.  He  conside;^ed  it  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  on  the  Constitutionalquestion.  Tf  ever 
the  theory  of  pefspiis  who  beliere  that  political 
principles  may  be  demonstrated  with  mathemat- 
ical certainty  shall  be  realized,  and  a  politieal 
Buclid'  be  published,  I  would  put  for  the  .first 
propositioa  these  principles:. 

1.  That  all  power  not  delegated  is  res^ved  to 
the  States  or  to  the  people.  ^    , 

2.  That  the  poWer  to  incorporate  a  b«iik  is 
neither  delegated  nor  essentially  necesa^y  for 
eirryiag  into  efiect  any  delegated  povref.  For 
the  demonstration,  I  would  insert  the  speech  of  a 
gentleman  fi'oin  New  York,  (Mr.  ]^0RTB|t,)  who 
has  combined,  in  a  masterly  mamrer,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  purest  principles  and  most  lui!iliaoiis 
efocidation.  Passing  orer,  therefore,  this  part  of 
the  question,  I  sh^ll  confine  myself  to  such  obser- 
vations as  will  tend  to  sho^  that  the  r^ewat  Of 
the  charter  is  not  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of 
agriculture  and  commerce,  as  has  been  stated, 
that  the  union'  of  a  o^oneyed  institution  with  a 
Government,  possessing  the  power  of  war  and 
peace,  is  daneerous  to  Republican  institutions ; 
that  the  dissolution  of  the  charter  will  product 
DO  injury  to  the  public  or  to  individuals ;  that  tbe 
same  principles  which  {aduoed  the  Republican 
party,,  in  the  year  1790,  to  o|ipose  the  incorpora- 
tion .of  this  bank,  ought  to  preveot  tfie  rei^wal 
of  the  charter  al  the  present  time.  In  examining 
the  first  of  these  questions,  viz :  the  operation  c? 
the  dissolution  of  the  charier  on  agriculture  ahd 
commerce,  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  wttb-aay 
general  observations  on  th6  subject  of  banks. 
Their  tendency  to  facilitate  cotnmerce,  so  long  as 
their  circulation  of  paper. rests  on  specie,  or  float- 
ing capital,  cannot,  perhaps,  be  denied,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  easier  to  circulate  paper,  which  represents 
specie,  or  floating  capital,  than  the  specie  or  cap«- 
ital  itself.  Every  paper  circulation,  however,  not 
founded  on  specie  or  circulating  capital,^ is  dan- 
gerous to  the  community^  -  A  particular,  specified 
object,  say  agriculture  or  commerce,  can  only 
employ  a  certain  capital.    Ab  increase  of  eircu* 


lating  medium,  above  the  sum  6eeesstry  fbr  a 
partictifar  object,  must  prodtlce  one  of  two  effects, 
either  to  depreciate  the  medium,  be  it  specie  or 
paper,  or  to  drive  it  into  new  chanmels.    These 
are  plain,  obvious  principles,  which  do  geode- 
man  tvill,  t  presume,  deny.    Let  me  ask,  then, 
1st.  What  amount  of  paper  medium  can,  wim 
si^fety,  be  employed  In  the  commerce  of  tbeUol* 
ted  States^    2.  What  ai^ount  can  be  putioio 
cjrculation  by  tbe  present  existing  baoKs,  iode 
pendent  of  the  United  States'  Bank?.  Tbe  mi 
basis  of  a,  safe  paper  oirculaiion,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects cotnmerce,  is  the  prod  uctiveiabor  of  aeon- 
mumty  above  its  coosamptk»o.    What  a  sttioo 
dees  not  consotne  it  exports.    No  paper  eircola* 
tion,  .therefore,  can;  with  safiSly,  be  exteaded  Ix- 
yond  the  aniiount  of  the  exports  of  "a  mtioa. 
Indeed,  it  ought  not  to  exceed  in  amoant  the  do- 
mestic exports  which  constitute  the  only  ceraia 
pjtrt  of  the  productive  labor  of  the  comranniij. 
so  far  as  respects  its  commerce.    The  export  w 
foreign  articles  depends  so  much  on  circamsliJi- 
ces,  over  which  we  have  no  control,  thatapaper 
currency,  which  rested  for  redemption  on  thai, 
would  be  liable,  whenever  commerfee  was  iniet- 
rupted,  to  produce  itinera!  ruin  aud  l^kraptcy.' 
The  domestic. e;tporls  of  tbe  United  Slates  wf 
be  considered  in  value  as  eaual  to  forty  millioos 
of  dollars. ,  The  export  of  foreign  articles,  in  the 
year  1807,  was  near  sixty  mifiions  of  ddllars. 
This  i^eat  export  of  foreign  articles  wfis  produced 
by  particular  e^'rcumstanees  which  no  loofer«- 
ist*    During  faiorable  years,  vix:  1803. 1^ 
1805,  tbe  export  of  foreign  and  domestic  irtidei 
averaged  seventy-six  mfinobs  of  dollars ;  80  *»*^ 
it  Would  appear,  taking  the  domestic  and  foteign 
exports  as  the  real  amount  of  capital  which  m 
be  employed,  in  commerce,  an  ability  todrctfW^ 
seventy-six  millions  ot  dollars  of  paper,  is  ^BL- 
cient  for  all  commercial  purposes.  .  , 

The  Bank  pf  the  United  States,  withaeap't" 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  has  put  into  circaUW 
in  credit  and  notes,  nineteen  millionsof  dolUfs; 
fourteen  mjillons  of  dollars  in  accommodalwj 
credit,  excLusive  of  mortgages,  and  boad^  ww 
constituting  active  circ^ulating  medium,  aod  ■'• 
millioBs  in  notes.  As  a  moneyed  insBtatiw. » 
is  admitted  that  their  aflairs  have  been  weHnwa^ 
aged.  Other  >inks,  therefore,  majr  circulitr  w 
the  saihe  amount,  in  proportion  to  their  capw* 

The  bank  capital  of  the  United  States,  eidfl- 
sive  of  the  United  Stares'  Bank,  is  550,000,OW, 
five  times  the  capital  of  tbe  United  States  l^f' 
of  course;  supposing  tkem  (o  mantgf  ^'^^''^'iljit 
as  well,  they  can  put  into  circulation,  in  c'*^! 
and  notes,  &re  times  the  amount  pat,iritocirc|ur 
tion  by  the  United  Stales'  Bank  j  five  times  nm- 
teeii  millions  of  dollars  is  ninety-five  mimt^  « 
dollars.  This  sum.  sir,  is  fi fty -fi ve  mtlhoM^ 
dollars  above  our  domestic  exports;  lorty-n 
niillions  above  our  consumption ;  ''•'i^^'Jifo^ 
lions  above  our  whole  export,  domestic  *")}jj^ 
eign,  in  favorable  years;  J^'^^r^'*  fj!^ 
abote  the  present  export  of  domestic  aMwre»8" 
articles*  ^^^ 

Can  any  gentlemaD,  on  this  stttcment,  Den^ 
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we  want  abUhy  to  circulate  a  paper  nedhim  for 
eomniereial  purposes?  ^Oar  export  4^(  foreiffQ 
articles,  £roin  tiie  peculiar  situatioa  of  the  worid, 
has  almoat  disappeiired.  Oarmercbaots«remoM 
in  waat  of  a  field  to  exercise  their  capital  thao 
of  capital  itself.  It  is  a  fact,  which*  caoDot  be' 
teiied,  that  we  iiate  at  present  a  surplus  capital, 
whiel^  cannot  be  employed  iu  commerce ;  "wrtd 
that  th^  paper  circirlatioit  19  inclreasittg  ia  a  ratio 
neiHief  proportioned  to  oar  pofuiJation,  consump* 
tkRi,  nor  wealth.  I  ha^e  cfonfiited  my  observa* 
tioQB  etttirelf  Co  tiie  riew  of  a  capital,  soeh  as  is 
necessary  Uir  oomfaieroe.  No  f  entleman  has.^d- 
vooited  the  renewal  of  tlie  charter  for  the.pw 
poee  of  creating  a  eapital  for  intetaal  improre- 
oient*  This  appears,  ty  general  oonseat,  Jo  have 
been  eonaidered  as  loore  properly  withtii  the 
aj^re  of  the  sejeral  84ate  LegiskHores.  •  At  the 
tune  this  charter  was  originally  granted^  th«  sittt- 
aitioD  of  the  United  iStalts  was  ire^f  differeat 
from  w|iat  it,  now  is;  but  three  banks  existed, 
with  a  <^pital.of  kse  tba%  ihree  million^  of  dol* 
]«ra|  our  exports  amdi^nted  to  Ite^  thaiv  sindteeo 
BkiHioas.  Our  commeroe  languished  for  wanJt  of 
ft  eireakting  onediiuinr;  treareftow  in  danger. of 
srtefiag  from  a  papev*  ourreaey,  reeting  en,  no 
salid  basis, '^nd  liabl^  #kh  «  cetverse  of  fortune,- 
to  reoof I  on  ouBsetreB.  ^  I  omiboty  therefore,  con- 
aider  the  renewal  of  4he>  charter,  tiewed  only  as 
m  measure  of  general  policy,  neoeesliry  for  the 
creating  capttal  for  miirposes  of  oonUneroe. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  K^  t  object  to  the  nnkta  of  a 
moneyed  rnstitntion  with  a  dkivertimettt,  as  dan- 
geroos  to  Republican  priaerplef.  Hext  to  fre- 
quent eleeiionii,thegreatteoaiitf  in  every  country^ 
uaiast  arbitcary  poWer.  is  the  depndenoe  ojf  th^ 
Ciov.emnicnt'on.ine  greatbody  ort^  people fctf 
supplies.  Hence  the  objectioas  to  ii  refenue  de- 
peotieot  OB  loans,* indirect  laves,  &c.  Moni^y  has 
boenapllv  termed  thc'sinew^  of  war.  It  may^ 
wifhequal  propriety^be  termed  the  siiiews  of  op- 
paesaioB  and  osudpatioa: .  The  faeiHtjrof  eouh- 
maadiag  large  sums  by  means  of^i  moneyed  ca]^ 
ital,  dependent  on  the  Gbvernment,  is  calculated 
to  deatroj  the  dei^ndenoe  of  the  OovevAment  on 
the  people.  If  we  look  #t  the  history  of  Sn^and 
we  shall  find  that  jheir  'khoft  jperiod  of  l&rty 
was  while  the  King  was  dependent  ott  cheCom- 
moae  kft  supplies.  T%e  creation  of  a  great  aao- 
■eyed  eapital  in  fhat  eotiBtry,  aadef  the  codtrol 
of  the  Gto^mment,  has  totally  destroyed  thati 
valuable  feature  in  the  English  oonstitutioo.  It 
has  creirted  a  body  of  men  who  eoutrtttute  torthe' 
prodigality  joi  the  ^rerhmen^  Who  fnraish  the 
tteaae  and  shiire  in  the  spoils  of  the  nation.  Vhe 
hbtory  of  the  Bank  of  England,  aiid  of  itr  pager 
system,  ia  one  which  ought  to  warn^  the  friendi 
oif  fnedom  against  the  danger  of  a  iin  ton  between 
a  Qmrernment ,  atad  ^Miper  capitalists.  This  spe- 
cies of  capital,  which  scarcely  knows  a.linit,  is 
dangerous  to  the  fireedom  of  a  country,  without 
being  nourished  by  the  fostering  hand  of  Qovern* 
ment.  Unite  the  two ;  give  to  a  .Qovecnment,  by 
I  of  a  paper  system,  a  power  to  supply  iu 


wants  without  a  recurrence  to  the  people,  and 
yon  unite  the  moat  focmidahle  engines  of  oppres* 


sion,  power,  and  meaas*  It  is  this  system  which 
has  aaused  the  British  Government,  afier  mort* 
ffaging,  from  year  to  year,^  its  revenues  to  the 
bank,  to  aecuraulsle  a  national  debt,  t^  the  enor<- 
mous  amount  of  six  hundred  and  seventy  millions 
of  pounds  sterling.  The  average  quarterly  ad- 
vances of  the  Bank  of  England  to  the  Govern^ 
ment,  in  the  year  1797^  was  four  times  the  whole 
amount  discounted  for  indivtdualK.  B*rom  these 
ex^ordinary  advances^  produced  by  the  union  of 
the  Government  and  the  bank,  it  must  have  fsi led 
in  the  year  1797,  but  for  the  interposition  of  Pav- 
Itamant.  On  the  26th  day  of  February,  1797,  tba 
eash  and  bullion  in  the  bank  Amounted  to  £1,272,- 
000— aJferage  notes  in  circulation  to  £8,640,250— 
bills  discounted  to  £1^.905,000— advances  to  Gk)v- 
ernmeot  to  £10,9^2,490.  From  the  report  of  the 
Qommittee  Apjpointed  by  Parliament,  ii  February, 
1797y  toexaiiune  into  thestate  of  the  bank,  it  ap- 
peased that  the  dehts  of  .the  hank  amounted  to 
£lj3,770^38O-^tiMit  its  aeseti  exclusive  pf  the  pee- 
maoent.deht  from  the  Qovemment,  (and  whnt 
these  assettf  were  does  not  appear,')  amounted  to 
£17,597JB98— lelkving  in  fayor  of  the  bajik,  £3,- 
826,908.  This  sum  pf  £17,597,298,  consisting  of 
debtsMd  assets^,  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  their 
caAli  debts,  aolouiiting  to  18,770,390  pounds.  At 
ihia'^ime  the  pet ibanent  debt  due  from  the  Ck^r^ 
eminent  to  the  bank,'amounted  to  £U,686fiO&^ 
almost  four  tim^tlie  whole  sum  left  in  the  btnk 
laf^jr  payment  bf  its  debu.  The  funds  of  the 
baas,  being  in  the  hiind?  of  the  Government,  the 
^foveramerit  uiwble  to  pay^  kindly  interposed  tn 
save  thel^ank  froin  ruin,  and  -mide  their  paper 
a  tender.  ^  This,  sir,  was  01^  of  the  blessings  pro* 
dtieed  by  a  union  between  the  Government  and 
the  bank. 

But,  sir,  many*  gentlemen  have  exercised  their 
ingenuity  in  portraying- the  ruin  which  must  fall 
on  individuals,  andthe  inji^  which  must  be  sue- 
.lained  by  the  p<ibltc,  £rom-  a  dissoluiion  of  the 
charter.  From  the  statement,  just  laid  on  our 
table  from  the  Treasurv  .l>epartment,  it  appears 
that  the  stockholders  .01.  the  bfeuik  are  in  mose 
danger  than  the  coitomunity. 
Stem  ttiat  statement  We -find  that  the  debts  due 

by  the  hank,  and  payable  on  de- 

mand)  nmouiA  to         ...  ^13^73,869 


To  nieet  this'debt  the  bank  has  on 

hal^,  incash    •  -        . 
Notes  aad   dehta  dipe  from  other 

iMuti^  *•       .       .       .       ^       -. 


6/)09,6d7 
1,313)350 


Making,  in  nl^  their   cash  funds 

amonni  to  -  •  *  -  -  <^  $6^389,517 
Deducting  thiasym  of  96.332,512,  which  may  he 
consideEed  their  clash  fund,  from  the  $12,573,369, 
the  amount  of  their  debis,.and  it  will  be  97i350^ 
512i,  for  the  payment  of  wl^teh  they  must  depend 
on  their  debtors,  and  make,  this  payment  Q«t  of 
the  $14,609,537  due  froth  indiyidusla  86  far, 
therefore,  from  pressioir.the  community,  it  appears 
they  must  collect  $7,350,512,  and  appty^  iii  addi- 
tion'to  it,  rheir  whole  cash  funds,  or  fail  in  theur 
engagements.  ,  Bnt,  sir,  I  will  state  it  in  another 
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waf.'  Accordiog^  to  the  prtociples  of  banking, 

the  profit  is,  aoDuallT  or  qaarterly ,  diridcd ;  of 
course,  the  company,  on  winding  ap  its  affiiirs, 

can  only  withdraw  its  capital,  ¥1*7 :  $10,000,000 
Of  this  capital  they  have  in  hand, 

in  cash  -  -  ^  -  -  -  6,009,567 
In  notes  and  debts  dae   by  other 

banks-        -        -    .    •        -        *  1,313,851 

In  a  debt  frdm  the  United  Slates    •  2,750,000 

In  houses        -        -        -        -        -  500,00a 

In  debts  in  suit  -  -  -  -  154,164 
In  bonds  and  niortgafes  -       -        -'      231,000 

In  stock  of  the  United  States  *       -  20  000 


Totil 


^,968,588 


.  This,  sfr,  amounts  very  nearly  to  their  stock, 
and  if  they  Keserve  their  cash  on  hand  as  part  of 
that  stock,  and  meet  the  fiajnneat  of  their  debts 
with  the  debt  due  t6  thend,  they  have  nothing  to 
draw  from  ih.e  community,  which  can'prodtice 
the  slightest  pressure.  *  They  may  find  dtffieulty 
in  collecting  a  sufficient  sum  to  meet  their  own 
•o^g^ments^  as,  from  the  moment  of  the  disao- 
liMion  of  their  charter,  their^tbts  wiU  attfad  on 
the  same  fboting  with  any  other  cwmpaov  wiad<* 
kufi  op  its  aflOiiirs.and  mus^be  colieeted  in  theaame 
manner* 

Much  stress, -air,  has  alao  been  faid  oa  the  ne^ 
vessity  of  the  bank  for  the  manafferaeiit- of  the 
finances  of  the  United  States.  )Ve  art  told  that 
a  complete  control  is  given,  by  the  Gonstitotioa, 
dver  the  finances,  and  that  a  bank  is  necessary 
for  their  tpanagement.  The  term  finance  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Oonsiitntibn.  .The  bank  is 
not  necessary  for  the  collection  of  .taxes,  or  im* 
posts.  Or  for  l^yii^  the  debts,  to  ose  the  language 
of  the  CoHsfuation.  It  has,  never 'been;  used  for 
the  collection  of  tam^.  ^or  the  collection  oi  da* 
ties- it  h  used  only  in  a  limited  way.  We  have. 
upward  of  eighty-^ve  places  for  th^  collecting 
datiet,,an(t  only  nine  branch  banki.  It  is  uac^ 
for^he  payola t  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  only 
in  consequencer'of  a  Treasury  rcgulatioa;  Gom- 
niasioners  of  t«oans  within  the  several  Stated  ^ 
are  even  at  this  time  wublisbed  by  law  for  pay- 
ing the  Interest  on  the  debt.  .  The. bank,  i'l^re- 
fere^  is  not  essential  for  this  obieot.  *  The  great 
payments  foe  the  Aroay  aqd  Navy  are  not  al 
present  made  at  bank— paymasters  and  ptirsera 
discbarge  this  duty.  -All  payments  an  accouat 
of  the  civil  list  are  made  at  bank,  biTt  ehe greater 
portfobof  these  are  at  the  seat  of  Gorernment. 
A  bank  is,  therefore^  not  essential  for  making 
these'  payments.  U)otil  new  arrangements  are 
made,  tempprary  inconvenience  may  be  sustained 
by  the  Government.  The  mere  cblinge  of  ag«>.nts 
l^eaeraUy  in  moneyed  transactions  must  prcKiuce 
inconvenience.  The  inconvenieace, however,  will 
be  temporary,  and)  does  not  deserve  conaideration 
u  a  case  involving  the  Constitution. 

I  will  close  my  remarks  with  a  few  observa- 
tions tending  to  show  that  the  same  principles 
which  induced  the  Republican  party,'  iu  1790,  to 
oppose  the  incorporation  of  the  bank,  ought  to 


prevent  a  renewal  of  the  charter.  Ina  free  coun- 
try there  is  nothing  more  important  than  a  recur- 
rence to  those  fundamental  principles  whiek 
unite,  in  one  common  band,  those  who  graoC 
power  and  those,  whoi  execcise  it.  The.  pe^iar 
organization  of  th^. Government  of  the  United 
States  combines  in  a  single  charter  powers  ad- 
ministered by  men  deriving  their  authority  from 
two  separate «ntl  distinct  sources,  the  people  aad 
the  Staftes.  The  weakness  of  the  old  Coafeder- 
ation,  which,  although  •armed  with  general  pow- 
frs«  was  found  unequal  to,giviag  a  practical  oper- 
ation to  those  powers,  produced  the  Federal 
Gopstitution.  This  charter^  the-ofispriog  of  eoafr* 
promise,  was  considered  in  theGonveation  by  one 
; party  as  too  w^dc  to  accamt>lish  its  objects — bj 
the  other  as  sufikiently  strong  to  endanger  tha 
Liberty  of  the  citizen.'  Th^e  two  prii)ciplet  were 
soon  maqifested  in  the  administration  of  ti»  pm* 
ent  Federal  Gonstituiion.  -  Those  who  thoogkt  il 
too  8(h>ng.gave  to  the  Gon5tit9tiQa  a  rigid  coa- 
alructioo,  .and  oppoied  oonstrnotive  poven. 
Theae  w^re  termed  nnti-Federalista.  Those  who 
thought  it  lOQ;  Weak,  we^e  disposed  to  iagraft 
vigdr  on  it  by  aoastroction,/ aad  •contended  im 
ooi^stcuetivo  powers.  These  were  termed  l^ed^ 
-ralists.  ,The  eclat  which  attended  the  adoption 
of  the  G^stitution  threw  the  GK^vemment  ez- 
clnsively  into  the  hands  of  the  Federalists.  Tha 
great  popularity  o^  Genelral  WAaHtROTon,  oa 
whose  brow  grew  in  full  vigor  the  laurela  of  the 
Revolution,  balance,  for  a  time,  theae  two  eon* 
tending  parties.  With  the  aapie  manly  fifmaew, 
as  dur'ioff  the  Revolution^  he, stemmed  the  tot* 
rent,  tind  attaching  hin^self  ezcluaivel^  to  what 
*he  deea^d  the  interests^ of  his  country,  adaaiata- 
tered  the  Gonatitutibn  according  to  ita  trae  pria- 
ciples..^He  commenced  his  career aa  Presideat 
on  the  30th  of  August,  1789.  In  1791,  the  ehar- 
ter'of  the  Wik  was  granted.  Oa  thia great  meas- 
ure the  two  great  4>artie8  were,  for  the  first  tiai% 
arrayed  affaiasi  each  otiier.  It  was  at  that  tiaM 
oonsidered  a  parf  ^  <}juestion,  inasmuch  aa  it  in* 
volved  the  viery  pruiciplen^  oa  Which  the  partita 
divided,  viz  :'"delegated  powers'' nnd.^  eonannci* 
Ive^  powers^  Unfortunately  for  hia.coaatry, 
General  WABBiNOToa,  on  this  occasion,  took 
side  with  the  Federalists.  The  creation  of  a 
moneyed  inteiest,  connected  with.tha  Qoverar 
inent,  wais  a  favorite  measure  of  those  mho  weia 
willing  to  ipgraft  energy  on  the  Guo8titntion,aad 
was  warmly  opposed  by  the  party  onwilUng  la 
add,  by  .constr Action,  the;  extraneous  aid  of  a 
moneyed  capital,  to  a  charter  ooasidared.  oa  aftit 
cooatructioa,  auffieiently  energetic.  The  defeat 
of  General  St.  Clair  took  plaoe  in  thafiofwhrr 
following  the  establishment  of  the  bank,  and  tka 
subsequent,  disasters  of  the  Indian'  wat,  by  in* 
creasing  the  wants  of  the  Government,  drew  uMra 
closely  the  ties  of  connexion  between  the  FWdatnl 
party  and  the  bank.  Through  all  the  pertoda  q£ 
the  Federal  Administration,  this  uMUieyed  capi- 
tal wai  their  shield  and  their  sword.  It  extended 
their  influence  and  secured  the  approbation  a£ 
most  of  ^e  larffe  commercial  cities  in  the  Union* 
When  this  bank  waft  e8taWiftiied»  but  three  ' 
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•zisted  ia  the  United  States,  with  a  capital  of  two 
million  one  hondred  thousand  dollars^  The  cre- 
ation of  a  bank,  with  a  capital  of  ten  mtljions  of 
dollars,  almost.fiire  times  the  capital  of  all  the 
ex  lit  ioflf  banks  of  the  Union,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  >Gknenil  Gorerna&eni,  wae  calculated  to 
prpduce'aod  did  ptodnce  a  subserWeney  on  the 
part  of  the  stockholders  to  the  views  of  their 
patty.  The  influence  of  thia  powerful  moneyed 
ea|>ital  was  long  felt.  ,  Nothiq^  bnt  the  multipH- 
e«tion  of  &ifA9  baalcsj'attd  the  »ncreaise  of  capital 
from  the  peculiar  and  fortnnate  eirenm^tancea 
under  which  the  Uoited'8tate8  were  placed,  eould 
have  emancipated  us  freon  the  shaejue»  imposed 
on  u«  by  a  moni^yed  iBsttfution  wielded  by  for- 
eiwaers.  I  rc;^ice  thai  the  period  hasarrijed,* 
when  this  pri vilegedclas^  must  surrender  its  onar- 
teT-*#ben  the  moneyed  capital  of  our  country 
ihall  nn4ongef  be  wielded  asan  enfhie  of  party 
—when  the  RepuUican  party  ahali  .h»Ve  an  ep- 
ponunityof  testing, the  truth  of  the  principles 
Mr  which  tjhey  contended  -in  the  year  1790^  i^nd 
of  giving  on  the  present,  jas  on  the  formei:  oeea^ 
aion.  thc;^r  snpport  to  the  principle,  ^T hat  power 
Bot  delegated  is  reserved  to  the  StiUek  or  to  the 
people." 

Mr.  STAilLET.-*Mr.  Speaker:  After  tbe  able 
diaenssion  which  this  subject  has  already  under- 
ffone,  I  s^oold  not' have  aslied  your  atteutidn,  but 
wr  the  observations  of  the  gentleroau  from  Yir- 
frinia,y(Mr.  fippci,)  who  has  i»t  addressed  you. 
That  gentleman,  with  a  view  to  justify  such  a 
dfcisiott  4)f  the  qoeation  as  he  desires,  baa  advaac- 
ed  propositions  whick  are  in  themselves  so  incor- 
rect, and  supported  them  by-arguments  so  palpa.- 
biy  nnreasonable,  that  1  shall  trouble  the  House  a 
short  time  in  reply. 

The  gentleman  tells  as  it  is  as  true  as  any 
■naheoMtieal  aiiom,  that  a  power  not  ezpre^ly 
grmotedby  the  Constitution  to  the*Federal4jiov- 
erDment  cfnnot'be  exorcised  by  that  Qo^remment; 
Ihat  whenever  a  politieal'fincud  sbaU  be  corapoa- 
cmI,  this  principle  shouldbt  placed  asilrst  in  clear* 
«€8s  aad  importance;  aad  the  speech  of  the 
9e*ileman  from  NewTork^fMr.  Portsr^)  on 
the  bill  before  u^  should  be  added  aifan^ppendix 
«r  ebrnmentpry  provioj^  tta  truth.  In  terms,-  sir, 
the  gentlemen's  proposition  is  'tfue,;but  the  gen- 
tlenMili  has  not  f  voided  the  error  of  those  who 
h«ve  precede  him- on  that  side-  of  the  4)ae^tion  y 
lie  eoMomids  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Qovern-' 
meat  with -the  means*  of  execnttog  such  poifers; 
he  docs,  not  4istinguiah  between  the  objects  of  the 
Federal  compact  and  the  means  of  ^effecting  these 
al^cts.  And  upon  this  hinge  of  error  did  the 
argiraaent  of  the  genllenian  ftom  New  YoKk  torn. 
Thie-  eoaitision  of  terms,^  this  indistinctness  of 
perception^  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  has  led 
gentlemen- astray  on  tliis  question,  li,  stf,  the 
political  errors  of  the  statesmen  of  this  day  shall 
ever  be  collected  into-  a  yoloriae,  as  the  first,  the 
most  glaringly  wrong,  Und  flagrantly  nnjnst^ 
aiioold  be  pitseed  the  axiom  of  the  gentleman 
frmn  Yi^inia,  which  cannot,  in  substance,  be 
ochar  than  this:  ^  That  no  means  of  eteeotiag 
a  power  granted  to  the  Federal  Goveram^nti 


can  be  employed  by  that  GoveriHiient,  unl^s 
such  means  be  found  expressly  pointed  out  in  the 
Oonstitutioni  And,  sir,  to  show  how  truth  may 
be  obscured,  and  error  supported,  by  ingenuity, 
my  respect  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
forbids  my  saying  by  sophistry,  I  will  append,  as 
a  commentary,  the  speech  of  that  gentleman  on 
this  question.  -  ^ 

With  respect  t6  the  Constilutional  right  of 
Congress  to  incorporate  a  bank  for  the  prosperous 
administration  of  its  finances,  the  very  able  ar|ttH 
menis.  already  mhde,  and  in  mv  apprehension 
Very  imperfeotly'met,  require  little  to  be  said  la 
its  support.  My  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject 
shall,  tnerefore,  be  brief,  and  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  offering  it.  To  inooirporate  a  company,  in 
other  words  to  grant  16  cejrtain  persdns  a  legal  or 
artificial  capacity,  diatinci  O'om  their  natural,- 
ts  an  act  of  sovereignty,  a  delegation  of  which  it 
ia  true  can  only  etnanate  from  the  sovereign 
power.  If  the  Federal  Qovernmc;nt  be  not  tov* 
eretgn  as  to  -any  of  its  objects,  they  cannot  in- 
""ooTj^Kyrate  a  company  for  the  attainmei^t  of  any 
of  Its  objects;  ^ot,  if,  on  the  other  hand,*  the 
Qovernment  is  ^sovereign '  as  fo  any  object,  the 
power  ^o  incorporate  companies^  as'  the  fit  and 
neoe^sarymeans  for  the  attainment  of  that  object, 
mast  regularly  result  from.and  be  appurtenant  to 
this  soYtfereignty.  T4its  poweir  is  q^oi  left  to  in- 
ference ;  the  Constitution  expressly  declares  that 
Congress  the  it  have  power  to  make  all  lawa4ie^ 
cessary  aiid  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
4elf gated,  and  th^t  such  laws  ^ali  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land. 

The  Constitution,  it  is  true,  does  not,  In  terms, 
give  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank — that  in* 
strament  delatts  only  the  objects  of  the  <3overn- 
Raipfit,  and  delegsates  certain  general  autiiorities  to 
effectnate  the  ends  for  which  it  was  formed.  In 
etery  case  it  i^  silent  as  to  the  particular  means 
to  be  employed  or  the  mode  to  be  observed  in  the 
altainipent.  of  the  object  or  end.  Instead  of  at- 
tempting td  specify  in  any  case  the  means  of 
ei^eeutinr  a  pow9r,it  is  silenr  In  that  particular 
in  every  case,  ^ramtlngto  Congress  the  general 
powcTf  I  hare  just  stated,  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  'carry  into  effect  the  dele* 
gat^  powers.  Aawn^  the  general  powers  ex- 
pressly granted,  ia  this— "To  lay  and  collect 
taxes,:  to  borrow  money,  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  general  Welfare  of  the  Union.'' 
What  wisdom  first  suggested,  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  has  confirmed,  that  a  bank  is  not 
only  a  fit  bnt  the  ntost  usefel  means  of  collecting 
the  reveooe  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been 
fouod  the  raadresl  and  most- certain  resource  from 
which  40  obtain  and  on  which  to  rely  for  loans 
to  Government;  lind  through  its  aid,  moneys  for 
public  -necessities  have  been  safely,  speedily,  and 
without  charge  placed  at  the  command  of  Gov- 
ernment in  every  part  of  the  Union;  The  *?6doJ 
of  this  institution^  thus  oontinually  .employed, 

Places  its  Jitility  and  expediency  beyond  question, 
consider  it,  therefore,  as  "proper,"  because  it  is 
well  Adapted  to  its  object;  aa  "oeceosary,*'  be- 
oaiise  if  not  the  only,  it  is  IBertainly  tJ^  best 
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means  thAt  ean  be. devised  to  obtaio  itsencte;  and 
being  both  ^'  necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  iqCo 
effect  the  power  expressly  granted  to  Congress, 
^'to  cpliecc  taxeS)  to  borrow  mooey  a^ad  pay  the 
debts''— it  must  be  CoostitutionaL 

But,  sir,  the  gentleniaa  from  New  York  says,' 
the  United  States  are  not  soveieigo,  and  caoaot 
exercise  a  right  of  sovereignty,  because  they  de- 
pend on  ^he  will  of  Uie  States  for  existence;  for, 
said  he^  should  the  States'  uegtect  or  refuse  to 
elect  Seqators  or  to  make  the  laws  neces^ry  for 
electiog  i-epresenta tires,  the  Federal  Qov^nmeQt 
would  die  of  its  own  imhecility.  This^  may  he 
true:  the  <Qoveroroent  mar  cease  to  exist,  yet^ 
while  it  does  exist,  jhere  ate  powers  which  it 
alone  can  exercise  without  the  cootro]  or  interr 
ferenee  of  any  other  authority.  '  To  these  pur- 
poses, , assuredly,  thfiU .  it /  must '  be  supreme,  or 
sovereign.  For  example,  the  Federal  Goveror 
meat  has.  power  ^o  lay  and  collect  taxes  aod-  to 
regulate  commerce.  Is  there  anv  power  in  this 
country — I  speak'of  moral,  not  pfaysical'power-r- 
which  -call  ptevcnt  them  laviDg  sttch  (axes  a»d 
making  such  fegulaticfns  oi  commerce  as  they 
think  ai?  ^  The  Constitutiou  of  the  United  States 
is  the  act,  of  **  We,  the  people  of  the  Uniled 
Stat€;s."  Scare  the  State  oonstitutions^^both 
are  derived  from  the  same  source— •each  is  inde- 
pendenl  of  the  other,  and  only  dependent  o«  the 
aovereigh  wip  of  the  people,  cousiit^ttomilly  ex- 
pressed. The  Slates  have,  certain  Jiowers  ex- 
clusively confided  to  tliem;  they  may  prescribe 
the  descents  of  estates,  and  regulate. distribution 
of  property  and  other  objects  ojf  internal  ppliee,; 
they  are  spvoreign  aa  to  these  objects;  the  Fed- 
eral Government  is  as  much  so  as  to  Ihe  objects 
within  the  sphere  df  its  jiiriadictton.'  Y^t,  Mr; 
Speaker,  obvious^  iojieed  iadispeosaUe  as  is  the 
inference  and  deduction  of  the  right  to  incorpor- 
ate a  bank  for  the  management  of  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  United  States,  from  these  preini- 
ses,  gentlemen  say  it  is  only  an  implied  power, 
that  no  power  can  be  used  unless  expressly 
^oted  in  the  Constitution,  and  .the  exercise  of 
implied  powers'  is  deprecated  as  unknown  to  the 
CofistUotioD,  attd  abhorrent  to  Reprublreairism, 
and  dangerous  to  pur  Jibecxies.  Let  me  ask  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  pray  they  will  iftform  me,  whether 
tbpy  do  not  daily  a<k  upon  implied  powers?  if 
not,  let  them  apeak,  in  what  part  of  the  Coiistttu- 
tioQ  do  they  find  power  to  build  lighWhousesi 
Where  is  the  power  which  their  President, 
doubtless  with  the  feelings  of  k  man  and  the 
firmness  of  a  magistrate,  so  freely  exercises  of  re^ 
moving  ^t  pleasore  from  office  men  "who  were 
appointed  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate?  You 
have  conlmittees  now  sittings  who,  under  your 
authority,  hut  without  law,  compel  cidzeasio  at- 
tend at  their  summons,  without  consulting  their 
will  or  convenience;  you  have  conferred  on  cer- 
tain indi vidjuals  the  sole  privilege  of  trading  with' 
the  Indian  tribes-^by  what  authority  are  all 
these,  and  many  other  acts  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  this  debate,  exercised?  If  I  am 
anawered  at  all,  truth  will  dictate  this  reply:  the 
power  to  do  thescMts is  no  where  ex|Hr6tBly  granted' 


in  the  Coastltutton ;  the  authority  results  from  the 
powers  granted,  and  are  i^ecesscrily  implied  u 
the  fit  and  necessary  means  of  execatiog  the 
powers  li4iich  are  expressly  granted.  Yes,  sir, 
whether  I  am  answerad  or  not,  the  fact  is  miQi- 
fest,  that 'the  implied  powers  of  the  Gtoveroineat 
are  not  only  fairly; deduciUe  f)rom  the  ^ritan^ 
letter  of  the  Constitution,  but^are  essentisl  to  the 
most  fakniliar  operations  of  Congress.  And,  sir, 
it  is  iA  proof  thai  gentlemen  are  in  fbe  daily  bibk 
of  exercising,  without  aeriiple  or  reserve;  thm 
implied  powers,  nirhieh,  when  urged  in  support  of 
the  bank,  thef  t«rtt  from  with  affected  abhor- 
renee,  as  if  a  single  glance,  like  a  look  at  Me- 
dusa's kead,  would  tarn  them  iate  stonel  Tk»f 
have  repeatedly  kuted  under  them,  slill  {rraip 
them  with  the  love  of  |M>WMr  nnd  the  ardor «lf ■• 
hition,  and  will  oaif  suit  their  hold  to  that  force 
which  shall  deprive  tlieool^f  tbe  reins  of  efttfire. 

The  li^tdeman  from  Virginia  deprecatet  t 
bank  which  shall  be  coaneeted<  with  the  Govern- 
ment ;  he  calls  this-  a  dangerous*  uuiao  t^  the 
sword  and  the  puree,  reminda  na  of  the  abuse  kf 
the  British  Governmont  of  the  Bank  of  fiocM 
in  obtaining  loans,  And  of  the  public  debt  of  that 
Kingdom.    None  of  those  objections  apply  loihe 
Bank  of  iht  United  States.    The  oharterof  the 
pces^nt  .bank  plaoes  tile  hjiatitution  hef^ti^  i^ 
I  control  of'  the  GoremraoiK;    It  is  bw»d  to  ae- 
commodate  the  Govern  mien  t   with  loans  m  a 
limited  amount  when  required ^  but  this  oh^- 
tipn  on  the  bank,  akhoipgh  its^'performaooeipif 
at  time^  ehanoe  to  be  unfavmrable  to  the  iiMta- 
.tion,  is  yet   connected  .witk  no  danger  to  the 
cotMUry,  .since  the  one  cannot  lend;  until  we,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  have  autborixedtM 
Other  to  borrow.    The  Ej^ecutive  oftheUoitea 
States  is  said  to  bearaho  swqrd,  but,  sir,Coo^ 
holds  the  purse,  and  it  has  not  been  explsioedtow 
how  the  iejostence  of  ;a.  bdnk  is  to  rend«rj»M  «*■ 
servient  to  the  othef  j  qfr  to  eoavey  thf  fward  •■■ 
pnrae  into  the  same  hand.^   I  can;  however,  coa* 
ceive.a  phtnof  a  bank  which -would  sharpen  t»^ 
sword  ofthe  BxeOutive  and  give  a  powertoW 
arm  that  mi|ht  be  used  to  the  ruin  or  dffj**' 
tion  of  oju  fiitazens.  •  Adofk  the  plao  which  w^ 
been  recommended,  and  which,  is  to  rise  t»f^*!*J 
ruins  ofthe  present  ijislilutiolt^  areot  «wgj^ 
bank  whose  branehes  shall  emhraee.alt  th^  ^^ 
ftod.  whose  capital  shall  swallow  aU  ^«  ^. 
banks,  give  to  the  Admiotatration  the  <«»*"2 
patrooaige  of  the  appoiatmtent  of  directors  to  vm 
tnstitution,  and  pUoe  the  predit  and  ^^^'^fTt 
every  man  connected  of  Decesaity  with  ^*'^ 
the  mercy  or  pleasure  of  mn  fi«««""^*  ^L!^ 
mini6n«>— the  aomtnerciai  and  the  ««^1^S 
must  decide  either  to  jbieeome  flatterers  aoa  »« 
favored,  or  to  retain  their  indepeadeoee  ti^^ 
ruined.    It  is  this  mtem  which  ^"'"'JJjlJ!i9. 
dangerous,  a  detestable  power.    YoutA*"* 
tration,  styling thetitselves  Republicaa}  ^JJ^ 
feased  to  desire  no  patronage:  1  vrill  ****^^ 
at  their  word ;  my  vote  shall  never  inf'****^ 
l>atronage,  to  multiply  their  dq)eiidaats.    * 
Crown,  which  they  profeas  to  pat  tway,  »^ 
not  force  upon  thm  brow. 
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Asio  Lbe  Bank  of  Sogland  and  Xhjt  fifilish 
debt,  I  perceive  not  the  fc^aring  their  coDoexron, 
cao  bare  od  the  aobiect  before  us.  That  the 
British  QuTemroeiYt  have  made  too ^free,  use  of 
the.  ability  of  the  back  (o  lend,  caooot  expose  us 
to  like  mischiefs,  because  our  baak  cannot  lend; 
Bor  our  Admin tstratioQ  borrow,  but  by  the  express 
author ily  of  Congres?.  Of  tbejBritish  debt,  I 
know,  its  flfmo^l  is  ei^ormoiw.  Yet,  sir,hoy«a|Ul' 
for  i^hfti  purpose,  has  that  debt  been  thus  swollen? 
Perhaps  the  pco^e^if  Qmt  Briuiu  ojwe  to  th«t 
debt>tiie  preservation  and  enjoy meiit  of  righu 
dearer  to  freemen  t&an  their  purse*  It  is,  sir,  at 
the  cotft  of  tfo«t  debt  that  Great  Britain, main  tains 
her  existeuee  and  independence  as  .a  nation.  She 
might  have  aqbmitted,  without  an  effort,  without 
expeuaeyaxiii,  free  froim:debt.  have  sunk  uoder  the 
chains  iR^ich  thjg  tyfaht  of  JFrftoce^  the  enemy  of 
the  liumao  race,  has  AsteneiL  upon  all  the  kiiig- 
doma  of  continenial  Eorppe.  fliither  tbao  see 
my  country  bow  in  sub^tioi^  to  that  direst  of 
deapotismaagaimft  wjiicltGU'eat  Britain  hassljrug- 
gJea, I  would, in  thespirit of  an  American, cheer- 
fuUy  bear  my.  share  of  a  debt  a^^lai^e  as  tbat 
which  has  bee^  the  subject  of  remark.     .     '  , 

The  gentlemen  tell  us  we^  have  sufficient  bank 
capital  withaut  that  of  the  Batfk  of  the  United 
States;  that  tbe  capital  of  the  S (a (e  banks  is 
eqoai  fo  (he/wants  of  the  United  States^und  that, 
iT  this  in»ti(uiioa  is  coniinu^d,  there  will  be  an 
tzceas  of  paper,  aad  the  coiiJtequent  mischiefs  to 
the  cottoiry.  ,  Sir,  gentlemen-  need  o6t  feel  alarm 
on  this  point.  ,  There  is  no  more^aager.of  a  sur- 
plus of  capiial  being  employed  In  ba.obk.thaaof 
ftUcU  surnkis  being  employed  in  ai;iyu>tuer  busi-^ 
n«as.  The  thing  r^gulates  itself.  Bank  notes 
may  be  emitted  beyond  the  use  of  the  country, 
but  jfott  csan  bo  more  force  them  into  eirculajtioo 
beypnd  this  necessity,  than  you  cao  force  pur- 
dlia^eur  aodtsaiea  of  tobacco  and  flour  beyond  the 
Don^anaptiou  of  a  coootry.  The  commerce  of 
every  country  requires  a  certain  sum  of  circu- 
laiiogifl^tiun.  Tbearpount  must  be  ascertained 
by  •j;perieni;e,  which,  aloae  can  show  bo w^  much. 
it  will  absorb  find  e^epploy.  If. you  emit  paper 
beyond  this  amount  it  will,  of  necessity,  return 
apoo  il|e  banks.  This  discovery  is.  not  modjern* 
Ii  is  as  old  as  the  scieaceof  hanking.  .And  of 
ibe  errors  of  a  baal^  no  one  is  itioce  uofavbrable 
to  f  item  than  the  issues  of  paper  beyond  xhe  n^cea^ 
uty  of  the  c^ntry ;'  for,  so  loag  as  they  keep 
wicbia  proper  limits,  it  isiouqcT  that  thev  may 
3iBit  ooe  dollar  ai^d  tworthirds,  or  two  dollars,  of 
paper,  for  each  dollar  of  specie  in  their  Taults; 
tHit  .wbeo  their  isaues^of  paper  exceed-  these  lim- 
its, the  ^ceas  coatinuaUy  leturns,  and  insteau  of 
oue  dollar  in  specie  meeiing  two  of  paper,  a  dol- 
lar lift  specie,  is  required  to  redeem  each  dollar  of 
the  sorplus  emission  of  uotes.  With  this  restraint 
upoor  their  issues,^-  banks  are  kept  in  due  check; 
and,  air,  Wheu  the.prudent and  safe  jssues — viz: 
to  ihe  amount  required  by  the  country— do  not 
^ield  employment  for  the  capital,  the  business 
;eaaes  to  be  profitable,  the  capital  is  directed  to 
ntier  objects^nd  the  iMinking  fund  is  kept  at  its 
a9t  level.  This,  sir,  is  the  necessary  aud  just 
1 1  til  Con.  3d  S£ss«— S6 


result  of  fair  banking— such  has .  been  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  whose 
Qspital,  debts,  and  issu^b,  the  Qovernment  has 
been  weekly  informed.  .  It  is  H'om  the  State  banks 
that  danger  is  to  be  apprehended..   .Of  their  capi- 
tal, (I  mean  not  their  nominal,  but  their  specie 
capital,}  of  their*  debts,  and  their  resources,  we 
are,  and  must  remain  entirely  ignorant ;  and  we 
baye  seen  that  some  of  these  institutiops,  dishon- 
estly emitting  pa]per  beyond  the  sum  authorized 
by  iheir  capin»l,.afid  beyond  the  necessities  of  thi^ 
country,  their  notes  hava  tetUrned  upon,  them^ 
they^  have  been  unprepared  to  pay,.tneir  paper 
has  depreciated,  arnl  individuals  hi^ve  been  de- 
frauded to  1^  vast  amount..  And  such,  agaiu, -may 
be  the  case  if  ^e  remove  the  checki  the  restrain- 
ing influence,  which  the  large  and  solid  capital  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  prudent 
direction,  hais  enabled  it  to  exercise  over  the  State 
banks — these  "  mushroons,"  as  the,gent|eraan  has 
calle'd  them,  wbich^  li^  Jonah's  j^ourd,  have 
sprung  up  in  one  nijfht  and  withered  m  the  aext.' 
;  The  gentleman  iqfoir.ms  us  that  our  exports  of 
domestic  prodttctsamounj  oply  to  forty-five  nill- 
lions  of  dollars ;'  thai  the  capital  0/  the, different 
bank^  in  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  0/  issues 
by  the  United  Stales'  Bank,  !may  emit  ninety 
milliocvs  of  dollars,  and  he  infers  that  a  paper 
medium  beyond  the  amount  of  domestic  exports 
cai^iot  be  necessary.    This  opinion,  sir,  needs  au 
elucidation,  which  the  gentleman  did  not  give  it. 
Why  the  amount  of  produce  purchased  for  ex- 
portaiioa  shoolil  form  the  measure  of  circulating 
nMidium  is,  to  say  the  least,,  not  self-evident. 
Nor  oau  I  conceive  why,  in  calcxilating  the  me* 
dium^eeeasary  or  useful  for  the  concerns  of  thfi 
oouatf  y,  we  should  exclude  from  view  the  pur- 
chases iot  internal  use  as  ^well  as  for  external 
sa(e,Jor  lose  sight  of  the  repeated  use  maoeof  the 
same  note  it>r  piece  ef  metal  in  its -continued  eir- 
eulation.    The  circulating  medium  of  a  country, 
whether  paper  or  specie,  repreaents^  because  it 
commands,  the  articles  we  need  and  get  in  ex- 
«hq^^  for  it. .  What  the  sum  should  be,  my  po- 
iltioal  arithmetic  does  noiteaeli  me,  nor  does  the 
rule  of  the  gentlenian  from  .Virginia.    In  my 
opiftiDn,,  experience  aloae  can  show  it^  as  I  have 
before  said,  viz  t  that  abount  which  theeammer* 
eial,  agmultUral,  and  manufacturing  concerns  of 
the  country  #ill  tequtreaad  can  employ;  to-be 
aaoertained  from  the  'amount  of  silver  and  gold 
rn.circulatioo,  bank  credit,  and  bank  notes  issued 
and  not  returning  updn.the  bank$.    It  is,  I  admit, 
a  fact,  a  proud  fact,  that  the  exports  of  our  coun- 
try have'  increaseid  froga  eighteen  to  forty-five 
millions;'    NeW  fields  h$ive  been  opened,  produce 
increased,  means  of  conveyance, multiplied,  and 
new  markets  sought  and  resorted  to.   Agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,*  have  advanced,  as 
they  necessarily  inust.  hand  in  hand;  and  to  the 
beneficial  influence  ot  banks,  increasinglhe  capi- 
tal, encouraging  enterprise,  stimulating  and  re- 
warding the  interest  of  the  country,  we  are  in- 
debted for  much  of  this  increase.' 

The  testimony  which  the  gentleman  has  borne 
to  the  correct  misinagement  of  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States,  was  to  have  been  expected  from 
his  rnformatioD  aod  liberality.  The  factDrevi- 
ou^Iy  staled,  and  repeated  hy  him  as  a  defect  in 
arranj^em^jit,  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its 
bfaocbes  a  re  not  paid  but  at  the  office  from  which 
they  issue,  and  atwhith  they  are  made^payable, 
is  not  a  ground  of  complaint:  The  bank  and  its 
branches  have  each  but  a  Ismail  portion  of  ihe 
capital.  Of  the  branches,  the  largest  portion, 
(only  81,800,000,')  is  in  New  York,  and  it  is  ab- 
surd to  suppose  that  either  the  branch  with)this 
capital^  or  the  others  with  less,  should  redeem,  at 
all  times,  the  notes  enaated  upon  a  capital  of  ten 
millions.    The  thing  is  impossible. 

From  the  opinion  adranced  by  the  gentleman, 
that  the  state  of  the  bank  «howd  rather  excite 
the  fears  of  the  institution  for  its  own  safety  or 
solvency,  than  awaken'  the  apprt-he^nsions  of  the 
community  for  the  effects  of  dissolutibn  upon 
themt  I  be^  leave  to  dissent.  We  have  had,  in 
debate,  various  stat^ncients  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  drawn  ehher  frdm  former  reports  or  conjec- 
ture. The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, this  day  laid  on'our  tables,  shoWs  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  bank.  To  this  I  shall  refer  for 
facta.,  '  .  • 

There  b  due  to  the  bank  firoio  individuals  upon  noteif 

dlKOunted  -  -  -  •  -  $14,578,294  25 
Other  banks  owe  them  for  notes  and     , 

in  account  -  '  -  ,-  -  -  l,dS7,4S5  92 
The  ^Govemment  owe,  including  the 

late  loan,  funded  debt  and  Treasury  ' 

drafts    -        -        -        -,       -        -      2,807,046  49 


They  have  in  gold  and  silvet 
And  in  real  estate     -  - 


18.^72y826  66 

'6,099^67  \9 

50«,668  77 


Making  a  ph>perty  to  lioe  the  demadds  ' 

-        •        -        .        -    24,183,046  63 


On  the  other  hand  what  do  they  owe  7  • 
To  the  holders  of  their  netes  in  circu- 
lation -        - $5,037,126  ^ 

To  the  Government  fiir  deposites       -  •    l,9Sr9,999  60 
To  other  banks  due  in  account  -^    .   '634,348  01 

To  individuals  for  depomtes       -'  .  -  -      5,900,422  83 
To  balcncea  on  ojitstanding  drafta     -         171,473-17 


MaUng  the  total  amount  of  their  debta    13;673»d68  4S 


Thus,  sir»  whlj  a  property  of  twenty-four  mW- 
tions  of  dollars,  leaving  the  stockholders  the  orig- 
inal Slock  of  ten  millions^  and  a-surplun  of  more 
than  half  a  million  to  meet  bad  debts.  But  were 
it  otherwise— were  it  possible  that,  of  the  debts 
due  them,  ten  millions  shouH  never  be'collected^ 
the  iosa  would  affect  the  stockholders,  whose  orig- 
inal advance  would  be  lost,  but  the  inter^t  of 
the  community  would  not  even  then  be  affected, 
at  least  not  as  creditors  of  the  institution;  because 
even  if  ten  roilltona,  the  capital  stock,  were  by 
any  means  sunk,  the  bank  would  still  be  solvent. 
it  would  even  then  pay  its  debts,  and,  conse- 
quently, must  be  perfectly  safe  as  regards  the 
community. 


Such,  sir,  is  the  state  of  the  Account  on  the  side 

of  the  bank. 
How  stands  the  account  with-  the  debtors  of 

the  bank,  or  rather  with  th£  public? 

The  bank  can  demanid-the  debts  due  it  $18,678,826  66 

Admit  the  demands  upon  it  are  ap- 
plied as  seU-off  to  their  M\  amount      13,673,368  83 

The  balance  etill  to  be  raised  by  the 

Country  is     -*       •        -'       -        -     4,9t9,467  « 
Within  a  tnfh  of  fivio  million*  of  dollars. 

Whence  is  this- sum  to  come?   Not  from  tke 
vaults  of  the  other  banks;  'they  do  not  possess  it 
It  is  staled  in  the  able  speech  of  the  representa- 
tive of  the  citv  of  Philadelhhia,  in'  the  L»e^sLi- 
ture  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  tne  resolution  respect- 
ing the  hank,  that  the  report  of  the  state  of  ad 
the  batiks  oif  that  State,*  reeentlr  made  to  the 
Legislature,  ^hoMCs  that  all  the  oanks  in  Phila- 
delphia (excepting  that  bf  the  United   Stales) 
have  together  %\il  a  little  mot'e  than  one  miilioa 
of  doHars  in  specie:  those  wh6  bare  die  best 
means  of  inform^rionj  declare  the  specie  in  the 
ba|[vks  of  New- York  ii  not  greater,  aqd  io  those 
of  other  cities  unquestioiubly  less.    .The  State 
banks  then  bav^  not  the  money,  and  csDoot  pro- 
duce it.    Will  thf  notes- of  these  benks  psjtke 
debt?    No,  sir,  because  their  notes  will  be  re- 
turned upon  them  for  payment,  which' they  eao* 
not  inake;    These^banks  know  their  own  strength 
or  weakness,  knd- that  they  dread  this  crisis,  is 
manifest  from    the  coarse  they  have   mlreadf 
adopted ;  they  have  curtailed  discounts  an^  com- 
menced calling  in  their  debts.    The  conseqaencei 
you  learn  from  the  moans  of  your  eOrresoendeiits. 
and  from  the  petitions 'which  daily  press  yovr 
table.  The  want  of  moOey  has  produceda  want  of 
punctuality ;  confidence  is  destroyed ;  tbeiife^  the 
animating  spark  of  business  Is,  a&  it  were,  5ti9- 
petided,  and  deep  distress*  is  fast  spfeidiog  orer 
the  commercial  world.    Sir,  my  dedoctioiia  are 
sunported  by  Acts.    They  prove  the  solvency, 
indeed  the  strength  of  the*  Bank  of  the  UnttM 
States,  is  such  as  to  merit  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  which  it  enjoys;  while  the  situation  of 
the  Slate  banlts^  and  the  deficiency  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  gives  a  fatal  assurance  of  theia* 
ability  of  the  country  to  submit,  withoat  great 
distress,  to  the  operation  of  having  extracted  fron 
it  the  large  debt  due  the  bank.  . 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  .says  it  is  noir- 
gument  in  favor  of  a  cbntinoance  of  the  batk, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  management  of  the 
financial  eonterns  of  the  United  States,  for  that 
the  word  "finance^ is  not  to  beftnind  in  tlleCoa* 
stitution.  Sir,  were  I  called  upon  by  obe  of  the  j 
reomanry  of  this  country — one  whose  days  had 
been  spent  at  the  ploygh,  remote  from  Covrts,aBd 
without  concern  in  affairs  of  State,  to  define  to 
him  what  "wereMhe  financial  concerns  of -the 
United  States,  I  should,  as  an  explanation  adapted 
to  the  simplest  understanding,  inform  him  that 
the  laying  and  collecting  laxesj  borrowing  money, 
and  paying  the  debts  of  the  Union,  were  its  finaa- 
cial  concerns.  And  as  these  powers  are  expressly 
granted  to  Ooogress,  althoogh  the  word  ''fijiaiicer' 
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may  pot  ba  found  ia  ibe  CpostitacioD^  Gpngress 
ire  thus  required  of  nece^ity  to  provijie  for  the 
management  of  the  "fiaancifll  cpAeeros  of  the 
United  Stales."      > 

Permit  me  now^  sir,  to  notice  objeotioOs  ur^ ed 
asraini^t  the,  bank  from  other  quarters,  and  of  a 
different  nature — objections  not  calculated,  prob- 
mbly  not. intended,  to  influence  this  House,  but 
which  may.  hare  an  influence  abroa^.  'Gentle- 
men ha?e  objected  to  what  they  term  the  foreign 
influence  in  onr  -affairs  from  a  portion  of  the 
atock  of  thi?  bank  being  held  hj  foreigners;  and 
the  genrieman  from  Ma/yland  (Mr.  Wriqbt} 
Jhas  alleged  that  aliens,  traitors;  and  old  toriee»,  are 
iotroffCed  witii  iu  direction;  others  with  h^im 
hmre  said  that  tli^  bank  and  the  fdndtnff  system 
are  twins  of  the  same  prpgenituff  (Ale^nder 
Hamilton,)  and  that  the  question ' of  cwatiog  this 
bank  was  the  ground  on  which  the  parties  of  the 
United  States  first  divided.  . 

The  charter  o/  the  bank  ;did  not  exclude  for- 
^goer*  from  purchasing  shares,  because,^  at  the 
period  of  its  establishment,  pur  country  was  with- 
out oa^tal,  and  it  was  an  objepiTather  tp  invite 
foreign  capital  to  the  United  States  than  to  repel 
it;  their  large  iui^ds  and  low  irates  of  intere^i 
have  enabled  them  to  give,  more  in  the  market 
than  our  citizens  could  afford  to  pay.  aijMl, they' 
have  consequently  purchased.  •  fiut,  if  it  be.  a  sin 
to  have  sold  stock  to  foreigners.  Jay  it  at  the  light 
door }  and  when  you  revile  the  measure,  do  not 
foigel  it  was  one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Admtnistra-. 
tion,  who  sold  to  English  merchants,  in  the  year 
1801,  all  the  stock  in  (he  bank  which  the  United' 
States  owned. 

The  charter  denies  to  any  stockholder,  not  a 
resident  of  the  Uoited  Statet,  the  right  either  of 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  directorsf  or  a  seat  at  the 
board'  of  directors.  And  thtis  divested,  of  any , 
power  to  interfere  in.  the  concerns  of  the  bank,,  h 
requires  more  thim  human  penetration  to  dis^ 
cover,  or  more  than  ordinary  jealousy  to  suspects 
how  loreigaers  can.  influence  even  the  a&irs  of 
the  bank,  much  less,  through  its>,agency,  the  oon- 
eerns  of  the  country. 

Thia  cry  ol  foreign  influence  .from  the  use  of 
foreign  capital  is  a  modem  l^ugbear^  Duiihg  our 
Hevoiatioaary  struggle,  our  soldiers  were  clothed 
and  acmed  with  funda  borrowed  in  fiurope;  our 
serves  were  hardoned,  our  sirtews  stiffened,  and 
oar  independence  achieved  with  the  assistance,  of 
focetgn  capital.  Yet  the  heroes  and  ^ages  of , that 
day  sQspeeted  not  any  improper  foreign  influence; 
they  were  brave  and  wis^j.but  not  as  cunning  as 
aor  present  statesman,  who  have  made  the  dis* 
tovery,    -  - 

As  to  the  aliens,  traitors,  and  eld  tories.  who 
aie  eonoerned  in  the  direetioa  of  the  banic,  thf 
gentleman  is  too  geoeral  in  his  charge.  So.  far 
at  he  will  be  particular  be  can  be  met.  He 
named  but  two  persons  as  meriting  his  denun- 
ciation: Bv^n  Jones  and  Daniel  Clarke,  of.  New 
Orleans.  1,  teir,  know  not  personally  Either  of 
these  gentlemen.  Mr.  Jones  I.  understand  to  be 
a  native  of  Pennsyl?ania,  who,  at  the  peace  of 
1763^  whea  Great  Britain  acquired  Florida,  set- 


tled in  that  coilntry,  and  has'resided  there  and  at 
New  Orleans. ever  since;  he  is  declared  to  belt 
man  of  high  character  for  integrity  and  honor. 
Mr.  Clai'ke  has  had  a  seat  as  a  debgate  on  this 
floor;  though  ilot  a  native  of  the  United  States, 
he  is  as  much  a  citizen  as  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana,  made  so  by  treaty,  and  as  much  so 
as  will  be  the  Representatives  of  the  Slate  of  Or- 
leans, ^^that  is  to  be,^  in-  the  next  Congress. 
Agrainst  his  character  nothing  lia^^  been  alleged 
other  than  ths^t  imputation  which  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  fixed  upon  the  character 
of  every  man  who  has  bfeen  the  friend  or  asso- 
ciate of  Wilkinson  tfnd  Burr.  Let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood aa  committiog  myself  to  the  opinion  of 
the  guilt  of  ttiese  gentlemen*  I  was  not  of  Burr's 
jury*— he  may.be  guilty ;.  nor  ani  I  of  Wilkinsoa'a 
committee— he  may  be  ionoceht;  yet  suspicion 
deeply -ktairns  his  character;  it  will  take  much 
'Of,the.labor  of  the  file  to  ru^  it  off. 

But,air)  let  it  be  Apposed  that  an  Mindui^ 
w^o  was  uiifriendly  toour  Rvevolotioh  should  have 
been  chosen  by  those  who  are  proprietors  of  the 
bank  to  a  seat  in  its  direction.  Would,  the  choioe 
be  either  jnew. or  criminal-?  ^  Sir,  a  person- whose 
nan^  is  recorded  in  the  pM^scription  statute  of  a 
State  as  an  ^'old  tory/'  was  cqipointed /by  Mr. 
Jefferson  a  district  judge  of  the.  United  States^ 
14  other  Statesj.but  particularly,  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  pi^rsoas  wbo  bore  arms  against 
us  and  adhered  to  9^r  eaeit^jr  in  the^  Revolution- 
ary w^r  have  also  been  appointed  by  Republican 
Presidents  td  offices  of  high  trust.  Why  were 
these  ^^  ,old  tories?'  th  u^  Eoqored  and  trusted  ?  Be- 
cnjuse  they  possessed  integrity  amd  ability  to  qual- 
ify them  for  their  stations.  And,  why  might  not 
a  tory.be  chosen  a  director  of  a  bank,  if  his  vir- 
tues and  .ta,lents  had  gained  him  the  confidence 
,  of  the  stockholders  T  The  choice  seems  to  me  to 
be  as  pardonable  inr  a  stockholder  as  in  a  Prest-: 
dent— or.  is  it,  sir,  that  the  Republican  President 
hal  been  converted  into  a  poUtici^l  Pope,  and  has 
alone  the  power  to  pardon  and  absolve  from  poU-^ 
tical  sins  7 

Of  the  origin  of  the  Bank  of  ti^e  United  States, 
the  honor  is  certainly  due  to  the  first  Secretary 
ot  the'  T reasury^  In'  j^ustice  lo  hi^  memory,  the  • 
factoughtfreqUently  to  be  mentioned  and  never 
to^be  torgotteO.  Btit,  sir,  the  merit  of  obtaiping 
the  adoption  of  the  plan  is  not  entirely  his.  The 
original  bill  ip  eyery  stage  received  the  support 
of  gentlemen  of  tl^e, Republican  party;  among 
those^  who  were  its  earliest  supporter^,  one  most 
distinguished  for  ability,  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  continues  it  advocate  to  the  present 
hour. 

In  support  of  the  claim  of  the  bank  for  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter,  and  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, I  will  here^  read  extract  Arom  his  report  to 
the  Senate,  of  March,  1809:    '     . 

<*  The  advantages  derived  by  Government  frdm  the 
b^k  are  nearly  of  the  sidDe  nature  with 'those  obtamed 
by  inditiduals  who  transact  bu8ine8f*with  ■imilar  insti- 
totions^  and'may  be  redneed  to  the  following  heads: 

"  1.  Sttfe  kuphtg  of  vubHe  mon^s^— This  appliee 
not  only  to  money  in  the  Treasury,  bat  that  in  tlie 
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Iwadc  of  collecton,  ^m)  uSMm  ooeof  tlMbaitsecaiiUts 
agftin^  deliiM)u«Dcie«. 

**  8.  TraiumUeian^ ofpubMe  numeyt — freni  od« qomr- 
ter  of  the.  Union  to  another.  This  k  done  bj  the  bank 
tft  its  own  rist  and  expense. 

^3.  CoUedian  of  the  revenue. — The  panetuality  of 
paymeotf  introduced  by  the  banking  system,  and  ^he 
Aoiities  olEer^  by  the  bank  to  importers  indebted  fbr 
levenue  bonds,  are  amongst  the  causes  which  have  e;i- 
aUed  the  United  Suies  to  collect  with  so  great  filcilily 
mad  with  so  few  losses  the  large  revenue  derived  from 
im|»ost.  - 

**4,  Loans. — ^The  bapk  has  l>een  eminently  nsefal 
!■  making  the.  advam»s,  which,  under  difii^rent  circnm-' 
atancea,  were  necessary.'  At  one  ttrae  Gpvfmment 
«wed  it  ^6,200,000,  ^irctnsive  of  6  per  cent  stock,  o^- 
gaal-aabsonption,  And  a  <imils«>  disposition  to  accom- 
BMdatehas  beep  repeatedly  evino^  whenanser  the  aspect 
«f  public  afiaini '  has  rendeted  it  proper  to  aacertain 
vrhalker  new  loans  might,  ifwatftad,  be  obUdned«^ 

The  reportlheb Slates, tbvt  alihoufb  ^ke  banks 
-catablisbtfd.  tinder  authprtty  of  the  8(at«fs  might 
afbrd  considerabhe  tisatsfaRce  to  the  (jK>vert>iii«Qt 
in  its  fiscal  operationi,  there  18  DOne  which  can^ 
tfaosmif  moneys  with  the  sfime  facility  or  to  <he. 
aameezient;  nooe  wkich  can  aifbrd  Ao^reai  se- 
corily  against  any  possible  loKKf^s,  or  gf eater  re- 
aOnrceirin  relation  to  loaas.  ''^h}r  is  it  eligible 
that  the  General  Gk>verDniient  should,. in  respect 
to  its  owp  uperaiionf,  be  eDiirdy  dependent  on 
ioatitotions  over  which  it  has  no  control  wbat- 
«Ter."<  He  also  notices  the  objection  of  A)reigb- 
^rs  holding  stoek,  but  ihis  he  deela#es  ^'does  not 
ai-ali  eventji  appear  sufficient  |o  outweigh  the 
nanffest  public  advantages  derived  from  a  r^' 
iiewa  1  of  I h  e  -  c  ha t'ter.V 

Mr.  Speaker,genilemeti-nta.y  diKegard,  but  the 
cannot  despise,  nor  can  they  destroy,  this  higi 
testimony,  which,  while  ft  establishes  the  utility 
^f  the  bank,  bears  honora4)ie  testimony  to.  the  up- 
right and  patriotic  spirit  in  which  its  .operations 
have  been  conducted.  This  testimonial  outweighs 
«ll  that  the  bickerings  of  interest,  the'sUgg^^t ions 
■of  jealotisy^ar  the  apprehensions ofthe  uninformed; 
caa-  assert  against  the  ihstiiutioo.  F6r  myself, 
air^  liad  I  no  other  knowledge  of  the  subject,  I 
abouid  feel  no  besitatioir.  uj)on  the  question  of 
constitutionality  and  neb^s^^ity  ^f  a  batik  which 
flaanilion  recommended/ WAafilkoTON  approved, 
and  Gallatin,  after  twenty  years  experience,  con^ 
tisute  to  advocate..  The  sl^de  which  has  been 
attempted  to  be  cast  ujMm  the  fa^e  of  Uamtltoq 
aathe  ^progenitor  of  the  bank ''must  when  .ex- 
ainioed,  like  ^vfry  other  attack  ufM>n  it,  but  |idd 
to  ita  lustre.  Sir,  I  shall  npt  attempt  to  eulogize 
tlie  name  of  that  great  man  'f  were  my  feeble 
powers  equal  to  the.  task  I  should  deem  it  Unne- 
cessary': Party  rancor,  which  impotently- fol- 
lowed him  to  the  grave,  cannot  now  obscure  one 
ray  of  that  sun  of  glory  which  shines  npun.tbe 
tomb  of  the  illustrious  dead.-  , 

As  if  satisfied  or  fearful  that  no  araament 
aigainst  the  bill  could  be  urged  which  would  pl^u* 
aibly  destroy  its  claims  to  suppori,  the  question 
has  been  called  a  party  question*  To  rally  a  party 
found  Its  standard,  to  excite  the  periinacity  and 
awaken  the  severity  of  party  feeling,  it  baa  been 


declared  that  apon  the  question  of  tncorporatiag 
thiabank.  in  1791,  originated  the  division  of  pair- 
lies  which  has  since  existed  in* this  nation.  Ua- 
til  this  time  sir^this  discovery  has  not  beett  nMd«. 
I  had  Understood  a  very  different  history  of  the 
origin  of  party.  I  have  heard^  I  hare  read,  for 
yoiuh  did  not  permit  me  to.  witness,  that  atibe 
formation  of  our  present  Constitution  maajr  per- 
sons wjrh  different  views  ^ef«  opposed  to  ita  for- 
mation and  adoption,  |)referring  that  sbadow  ^ 
union  in  which  the  States,  as  with  a  rope  'of  aand, 
were  attempted  to  be  bound  under  the  Coafede^ 
atioBf  totbe  sn^ngth.  firmness,  a  ad  onityiia  wbick 
W^  are  knit  by  tke  Federal  Constitutiofl; '  The 
good  sense  and  good  fortune  of  bdr  coiiliiry  ppa- 
vailed,  the  Gonstitiuioo  wiu  adopted,  aad  tkoae 
whoas'anti-federalists.had  opposed  the  adoptiom 
of  the  Constitution  were  organised  with /r^ry  few 
exceptions-  ander  the  name  of  Repdhlioans,  ia 
opposition  and  decided,  uniform  -hostility  to  the 
measures  of  the  Federal  Qovernment. 

The  charter  to  tiie  baak  tlms  indeed  becaae 
with  some  of  its  opponents  a  question  4>f  party, 
although  it-  received  the  sn^piM-t  of  otbera  wao 
were  aati^Meral.  In  this  pafty  opposiiioa  it 
q'uXy  met  the  fote  ef  every  other  measure,  how- 
ever wise  and  saldtary,  ortgidated  and  ner^asd 
at  that  period.  Lei  us  h^pe  air,  tkat  tlie  Miad- 
ness  and  injustice  of  such  rule  .of  actioa  is  aat 
again  to  be  revived* . 

Let  me  now,  sir,  rapidly  glAOfe  at  the  eoase- 
qoenees  which  are  to  attend  ibe  rejeetion  of  rim 
bill.  The  intercourse  between  the  9ta{e$,  and 
the  dealings  of  the  citizens  of  a  Sute  witk  iheae 
of  diJQTerent  parts  of  the  same  State,  reqitfire  a  cir- 
culating medium  ^far  abov6  tiie  quaotity  of  gold 
and^ilver •  which. exists  amongst^  as.  No  mat 
contends  that  the  demands  of  commerce,  or  even 
tbaordiaary  transaetlonaof  individuaisjcan  to  (be 
(Present  scarqity  of  gold  and  silver  be  carried  oa 
without  the  intervention  of  bank  notes.  Hitherto, 
si r^  the  notea  issued  in  fach  State  hare  aaswevoa 
some  of  the  domestic  uses ;  but  for  the  frarpose 
of  remitting  to,  or  receiving  payotent  fcpm  otker 
States,  no  reliance  has  eyer  beea  placed  upon  rfce 
notes  of  State  baoks.  it  has  frequently  bappeoed 
UmU  nous  have  got  into  otreulation,'  parportiag 
lo  be  issued  4>y  a*  baikk  which  ia  <aet  n^ver  existed, 
and  others  .issued  by  banks  which  bad  ^iM. 
The  diffiealty  of  knowing  thd  real  from  tbeipv- 
riooa,  aod  the  solvent >oai  the  iasolTeot,  has  aa 
far  restrained  the  circulation  of  the  aoteaofBiala 
J>anks  within  the  limits  0f  tbeir  own  8laie^  aa  la 
bareiMrevented  any  late  frauds  and  tosises^xeepc 
aiaong  the  vvy  uninformed  part  of  the  eommo- 
nity.  -In  these  circumstances,  the  known  ability 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  tbe  I'eeeipt  of 
Its  paper  in  paym^t  of  debts  to  die  United  States, 
has  gtven  it  a  currency  and  credit  equal  to* gold 
and  silver  in<  every  purpose  of  domestic  or  foteiga 
use,  and.  its  frequency  among  tis  has  so  far  fami- 
liarized ail  men  of  buaiaeas,  with  the  notea  as^  if 
not  eatibly  to  prevent  frauds  from  oooaterfeils, 
at  least  greatly  to  diminish  the  injiiry.  In  de- 
stroying this  bank,  you  are  about,,  sir,  to  strike 
all  this  most  valued  paper /medJtIQEtJVU  of  exisi- 
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eoce;  to  dissoWe  an  artifteial  eapiufof  the  Bank 
of  ibe  United  States  of  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
and  nttt  merely  this  ^capital  of  thh  Baak  of  the 
United  States,*but.  by  withdraWHi;  from  the  other 
banks  the  very  larffe  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of 
their  specie  ea|Htai.  with  wbioh  they  myst  part 
to  pay  the  Bank  of, the  United  8tate3  the  debts 
daily  iacrea8ia^.affaiosC  them^  br  the  receipt  of 
their  notes  in  discoaitee  pf  indiTidual  debts'to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  ^tes,  ,you  Inevitably  render 
the  State  banks  less  altle  to  accommodate)  and 
diminish  greatly  tliat.  portion  orthe  circulating 
mediom  emitted  4>y  these  bank?.  .     ^ 

Of  the  distress  which  this-  measure  will  occa- 
sion, I  need  say  nothings  The  ei4dence  of  its 
existence  and  magattiuleaprrounds  yon,  and  bare 
been  already  repeatedly  preseed  upon  your  atten-^ 
tioa«  Ton-  are  In  fact  to  destroy  all  confidence 
io  bank  paper.  jCan  my  constituents  know  whe- 
ther the  bank  note  of  New  Hampabire  or  Geor- 
gia, which  i»  olTertfid  them,  is  genuine  6r  spuria 
oa«?  Can  they  know  whaler  a  Vtnk  is  in 
credit,  or  insolvent,  of  which  tbey  "hare  never, 
before  heard  ?  Yet,  sir,  as  gold  and  silret  is  not 
to  be  had,  and  tl|.e  United  fitptes^  Bank  notes 
will  no  looger  eiist,  you  reduce  the  peo^yle  to 
this  dilemma ;  either  they  must  receive  the  notes 
of  State  banks,  igooraot  ai  ihey  must  be  of  their 
gaouineness  of  credit  ^  encounter  the  daily  riak 
of  beine  defrauded^  or  keep  on  hand  their  pro- 
duce. In  this' state  of  uncertatniyt  bank  n'otea 
nHist  lose  their  credit;  will  cease  to  cinmlAte; 
must  soon  depreeiate,  and  ac^es  of  speculation 
and  embarraasmeDt  will  entuf  not  uniike  those 
-which  have  heretofore  nearljr  ruined  ourcountryv. 

Mr.lBpeaker,  the  present  is  not  a  tiioe  fordaa- 
garoBs  exttnimeota  upon  the  proapertty  of  our 
cottBtry«  With  foreign  nations  our  relattot»  are 
xaore  than  at  any  other  period  perplexed,  lik 
my  apprebensioa  the  nations  of  Burofte,  with 
more  than  one  of  whom  we  hare  advancM  in  a^ 
warlike  attitude,  win  bATe  mora  forhearauce  and 
Ictt  tempier  than  is  usual  with,  them,  if  tfaeji  do 
not  -meet  pi  with  decided,  not  aect^t  hostility. 
And,  in  this  time  of  danger  from  abroad,  wl^ile 
with  a  non-intercourse  law  io  one  hand,  you  i^- 
ter  all  external  c0malerce,  aiak  yonrreveoue,  and 
reduce  fhe  ralue  of  property;  with  the.other,  by 
deatroying  the  bank,  deranging  the  finances  of 
the  Gk>Ternment,  overturning  private  credit,  and 
destrD3Liugeommercial4^Dfi<knce,  you  press  with- 
the  deadlr  weight  of  an  inpubusupon  tha  exer- 
tions of  domestic  industry  and  enterprise.  The 
ineri  table  effect  of  these  meaaures  milst  be  to 
torn  loose  a  torrent  of'  orerwhelming  calamity, 
the  extent  of  which  you  cannot  estimate,  ^nd.  the 
force  of  which  you  canxioi  stay.  The  con^e- 
<)ueiiees  are  awful,  and  the  j[espoBsibility  seri- 
oas.    Let  gentlemen  look  to  it. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  TenBe9aee.-^If|  ifi  .the  coarse  of 
this  debate,  obsenraiions  had  not  been  mad  a  which 
appear  to  deprive  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  of  iu  innate  virtue  and  honor ;  io  destroy 
ita  beauty,  and  simplicity;  and  to  transform  it 
into  a  deformed  and, distorted  something,  the'de^ 
bale  oo  this  biU  to  reaew  the  charter  of  the  bank 


of  the  United  Staips  would  have  progressed  to 
the  end  i^ojlisturbed  by  aay  intervention  of  mine. 
If  a  train  of  reasoning  be  adopted  that  tends  co- 
disturb  this  Co6stiiuxion,^and  to.^ive  to  it  a  con- 
struction ind  intitrpretafion  that  it  will  not  bear, 
it  then  becomes  a  duty  to  state  opinions  reitpect* 
ing.it,  aiMl  to  vindicate  the  true  intent  and  ev* 
press  410 derstanctiag  thereof! 

The.  Conatitotion  was  solemnly  anddeliber^ 
ately  made  by^wise  men,  who cbm posed  the  GoU^. . 
v^tion,  in  the  name  of. the  people  of  the  United 
St|ites,  and  it  was  solt'tpnly  and  deliberately  nU^ 
iftpd  by  conventions  of  the  Sti^tes  respectively* 
It  i^  simple  and  easy  to  be  ondf  rsteod  by  any  one 
who,  knowing  the  objects  aiid  eftds  for  winch  itr 
was  ordaiaed,  will  candidly  -examine  i%,  A  de« 
fence  of  the  Constitution  is  a  defence  of  the  greaH 
and  good  men  who  made  it  what  it  is;  for,  if  the 
Coastltution  be  dark,  of  obs^irre  intent,  and  du- 
bious meaning,  it  is  not  what  it  ought  to  harcr 
beeA.  If  it'  be  ^rk^  obscure,  and  dubious;  if  it 
be  capable  of  inebnsiAent  or  contrary  interpreta- 
tion, theconrentioqsof  the  hitiYving- States  hare 
not  examined  it  with  that  ci^refal attention  which 
it  teqaired.  Vain  and  empty  surmises  will  evap- 
orate* the  ^baraat^  of  the  men  wtio  made  it 
being  coondefed;  the  aerutinisinff  ihqoiriea  of 
the  several  ratifying  eon veatiooa  beihgcomem- 
plated,  and  by  a  candld^efaminatton,  without 
prejudice,  of  the  Co&8«itutieir  itself.    , 

The  ConsiitOlion  is  a  compadt,  between  tb^ 
individual  State^and  iba  Umie^  States.  It  ia 
the  great  charter  and  bill  of  rights  delegated  and 
given  by^the  several  States  cofnposing  the  Unim 
t'a  the  United  Btirtea.'  It  eeatams  rights,  poweirsi 
and  principles,  ip  be ' acted  oa  bf  the^Unitdd 
Slates,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  uniott| 
e^tablidv  justice,'  inaure  domiMtie  tranquillity, 
provide  for  the  ^common  defence,  >  promote  the 
general,  welfare,  aad  stture  the  bl'esmngs  of  lib» 
eriy ;  and  we.  ^tbe.  people  of  the  Unit^  States,* 
haveordainea  and  eatablished  it  the  Constitutiim 
of  ihQ  -United  States  of  Anavrica.' 

The  rights^ ^Wers,  aad  {Hinciplea,  enumerated 
in  the  Coaaliiutfon,  are  void  of  elasticity;  thef 
are  firmi,  fixed,  ahd  nabending;  ihev  will  nat 
yield^to'di^refion.on  raribui  assumed  construe- 
tibns;  unobangeable  in  their  nature,  intent;  and 
object,  they  are  mutaUa  only  by  the  Constitu- 
tional authorities. 

*^The  eaumeration  in  the  Cdnstitutioir  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  b^  cenatrued  to  deny  or  dia*^ 
p^nige  others  retained  by  the  people"— article 
eJcTenth  of  the  amendments  to  tliaiQoostitutfon^ 
This  article  il^ntfeet«  tbft  ail  the  rights  dele* 
•gated  to  the  United  States  are  enumerated  m  the 
C<Ai8iitdtion,  and  the  ea^nerated  tighta  shall  not 
be  codstrued  to  deny  of  diaparage,^^  to  |)riog  fnto 
disrepute,  or  diminish,  other,  rights  retained  bf 
the  people;  and  to  thai  end-it  is  abeolotely  neeea* 
sary  that  the  rights  delegated  be  eipres^y  and 
distinctly  entfmeealed,  orberwise  it  would  be  im* 
possible  toaecertain  and  distinguish  the  righta 
delegated  to  the  United  States,. aiid  the  riabla 
reserved  lo  the  people.  ^  The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  Uaiied  Statea  by  die  ConathoilM, 
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nor  p^ohibiled  by  U  to  the  Stutes,  are  reserved  to 
the  people""— ikrticle  twelfth,  ameBdmeDt  to  the 
CoDstiiutioD.  By  this  article  it  is^manifest  that 
a  power,  not  distinctly  and  expresiily  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  CopQtittition,  nor  ex- 

Sre^sly  and  *  disitnctly  'prohibited  by  it  to  the 
itates,  is  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people.  -  These  amendatory  articles  ex* 
cfude  and  prohibit,  an  assumption  of  discretion- 
ary poWe.rs;  of  conMractive  powers;  atid  of  alt 
powers  and  rights  not  expressly,  and  distinctly 
eDtimeratedin  the  Constitution.  By*  the  word 
« power,"  or  the  word  **riffhtv"  is  •  understood  a 
fundamental  principle  of  the  ConAitution;  tbe^ 
Congress  cannot  change,  alter,  vary,  or  destrtfy 
it,  it  assumes  form  when  it  is  clothed  witli  a  le-. 
giclative  act  ojf  the  Congress,  and  ordered*  to 
operate. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice  some  observations 
made  in  the  course  of  this  .debate,  which  ap-r 
peared  to  evidence  a  disposition  to  show  that  the 
Congress  was  'vested  With  discretloni^ry  or  con- 
structive powers  in  matter  of  principle.  It  has 
been  intimated^  that  Con^resa  had  ^ot  power  t^ 
disband  aa  Army,  if  the  j^wer  wasiiot  assuiped. 
If  the  ConstituttoQ  had  been  well  considered, 
this  and  other  similar  intitoation^  would  have 
been  omitted.  An  array  |a raised  in  consequence^ 
of  a  kw,  bottomed  on  the  datise  in  the  eighth 
section  of  the.  said  article,  which  empowers  Coo* 
gresa  to  .raise  aitti.support  armies^  '  By  the  eighth 
section,  tbeCongi'essifl  empowered  to  '^  make 
mies  for  the  governmfnt  add  regolatiot^of  the 
land  and  naval  forpes."  And  the  Congress  is 
prohibited  to  iQake  an  appropriation  €ff  money  to' 
support  an  array  for  a  long^  terra  than  two  years. 
The  Congress,  acting  on  these  ipowers,  ^iU  dis- 
band an  Mjmy*  *A  lawttiay  b^  made  to' expire 
by  a  limitation  in  itself;  if  not,  th^  Congress  will 
make  a  law  tp  repeal  it.  A  law  may  be  enaeted 
to  repeal  the  law  whereby  aa  army  >s  raised,  and 
then  that  army  wtirbe  disbanded.  The.  writ  of. 
hdbecu  corpus  is  a  prerogative  writ  of  the*  peo- 
ple of  the  United- States,  and  was  in  use  previ- 
ous to  the  existence  of  the  CoBstitution ;  it  is 
Bot  prohibited  by  the  ConttitOtioii  to  the  people ; 
it  is  a  duty  of  the  judiciary  to  issue  writs  Of 
habeas  eorjms,  proper  cause  oeing  shown.  The 
privilege  of  that  writ  does  *Dot  depend  on  the 
clause  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first*  article  of 
the  Constitution;  that  clause  only  contains  an 
express  condition  or  reservation,  that<  th^  Con- 
gress ^hall  not  suspend  the  priyilege  of  the  writ 
of  hatfeoi  corpus,  except  wh^n,  in  cases  of  rebel-, 
lion  or  iavaaion,  tb«  public  safety  may  require  it. 
A  writ  ofhcibeas-corpus  being  issued  brthe  judi- 
ciary,'a  lawstis|)ending,ihe  privilege  of  that  writ 
is  a  law  regulating  the4)roc^edings.of  the  judi- 
ciary, and  u  bot^oiped  on  the  powei%  viested  in 
the  Congress  by  f<^rce'Of  the  third  article  of  the 
Constitution..  ^*.No  bill  of  attainder  or  e^  post 
fadp  law  shall  be  passed."  This  is  an  expri^ss 
prohibition,  and  requires  no  illustration;.  "No 
title  of  nobility  shall  be' granted  by  the  United 
States."  This,  also,  is  an  express  proliibition. 
The  Congress  have  powtr  **to  provide  and  main- 


tain a  navy,"  and  to  make  rules  for  the  f^fem- 
ment  and  regulation  thereof ;  and  to  define  and 
puiiish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  and  ofiences  against  the  laws  of  u- 
tioos ;"  and  consequently  to  make  rules  and  re^ 
tilations  for  the  government  of  seamen  of  ererf 
description.  It  has  be^n  asked,  by  wl^t  dtl^ 
gated  power ^oes  Cpngress  make  ]aws  to  pre?eDt 
settlers  on  lands,  the  Indian  title  whereof  bas  aet 
been  ^xirnguishedl  If  the  gentleman  who  mtde 
the  ioqug^y  had  cpnsidered  that  land,  the  ladiaa 
tiUe  whereof  was  not  extinguished,  remained  bf 
treaty  for.  the  use  of  the  Indian  tribe  uotil  the 
extinguishment  of  title,  and  that,  a  treaty  beiBf 
a  supreme  laW  of  tl^e  land)  the  Congress  is«iii- 
poVirered  to  give  it  cotnpleie  efiect,  the  ioqoirf 
probably  would  not  have  been  made. 

It  IS  urged  that  a  discretionary  power  isoeco- 
sary  to  oarry  the  enumerated  powers  ^nto  eSttl 
If  tne  discretionary  power  alluded  io  inteDdioolf 
a'^ower  tp  legislate  on  the  delegated  rigid  or 
pow^r,  in  a  proper  time  and  adequate  roaaaerjiiiii 
IS  no  more  than  a  pow?r  to.  make  laws  to  mj 
the  dele|^ted  power  intoexecutioD;  butifbf 
"discretionary  power,^'  is  intended  a  power  to 
asisuoie  at  discretion  a  right,  or  pripciple,  lot 
eniumerated  in  the  Coastitucion,  under  pretence 
of  earrying  a  delegate^  power  jato  execution,  it 
is  denied  that  the  Congress  has  that  power;  for 
if  a  delegated  |^w«r  cannot  be  carried' inin ex- 
ecution .  Without  assuming  at  disOetion  a  nfiit 
not.delegltte^,  it  will  only  prove,  that  the  Cotnii* 
tution  in  this  respect,  is  deficient  and  tcqnres 
amendment,  and  will  not.  prove,  ibat  CoB^rest 
to  .effect  a  measiKe,  may  at  discfe^tion  do  u  oi* 
constitutional  ^€t. 

It  has  been.' argued,  that  the  Convention  left 
Confess  to  adopt  the  means,  as  circuaKttncei 
might  admit,  to  carry  the  delegated  powers  into 
efiect.  .  What  is  intended  by  i^ie  word  §1011^ 
ought  to  have  been  explained  in  a  ConstitatioMi, 
no%  a  discretionary  manner.  To  product  an  ef- 
fect of  a  general  nature  tbc'roeans  ought  to  be 
comknensurate  and  co-extensive.  Waiar  ii  • 
itieans  to' allay  the  thirst  of  all  mankind]  add 
there  is  no  substitute.  Ships  and  sea-ressehtre 
a  m^ns  of  carrying  on.  commerce  between  at- 
tions  separated  by  the  ocean,  and  there  is  no  sub- 
stitute. The  Constitution  vests  Coagress  wJtb 
power  to  regulate  oommerce  "with  foreign  naiioP*r 
hut  no  man  will  believe  that,  in  virtoe  of  tW 
power  alone,  the  Congress^  would  attempt  by  a 
discretionary  or  a  constructive  power  10  adopl 
another  principle,  that  is,  to  provide  and  maiottia 
a  navy  to  protect  commerce. 
'  The  last  clause  of  the  eighth  section  is  ia  w 
following  words— **And  to  make  ail  laws  (that  1% 

*  Cohgress  shall  have  power  to  make  alt  laws) 

*  which  ahfill  be  necessary  and  proper  f'^^f^^J 

*  ing'into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  andtli 

*  other  powers  vested  by  the  Constiiuuon  « tw 

*  Qovernmentof  the  United  Slates,  or  in  any  de- 

*  partment  or  officer  thereof."  . 

'  This  is  the  clause  which  is  called  the  sweeping 
claiise,-pretending  ta  vest  aU  powers  and  v»wot' 
ities}  althocigh.«ot  expressly  enumerated.   H  may 
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be  proper  bere  to  ioquire  what  b  inteoded  by  the 
words  "azMl  all  powers  vested  by  ibis  Constitu^ 
tion  JD  the  Government  of  tbe  Uoiied  Slates,  or 
in  any  department  or  officer  thereof,"  or  what  are 
the  powers  intended  by  tho  words  ^'  ^11  other  pow? 
ers,^  inasmuch  as  it  is  prob^ble^  that  an  opinion 
may  have  obtained,  that  by  thesa  worcfn  are  under- 
stood some  bidden  oqcul.t  powers,  not  expressly, 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution  \  Inat  t|iese  pow- 
ers are  for  the  peculiar  exercise  of  discretion,  and 
that  they  are  certain  discretionary,  powers,  to  be 
discovered  and  assumed  in  extraordinary  cases, 
[f  any  such  opinions^  are .  entertained,  ^  careful 
examioaiicin  of  the  Constitution  will  dissipate 
:bem.  j^owers  oihcLr  jthan  tbose  enunoer^ted  in 
he  eighth  sectioQ  of  the  ^rst  article;  of  the  Con- 
titution — th^se  powers  migbtall  be  meationed— 
»ut  that  is  uaneeessary;  some  of  them  will  be 
loticed^  .'^Con^^ss  have  power  to  provide  by 
law  for  taking  the  census  or  alt  the  people  of  the 
United  States  every  ten  years."  Congress  hav« 
[>ower4o  appoint  by  law  a  day  to  convekKt  other 
:hap  the  first  Monday  of  t)ecember.  To  deter- 
nine  by  law  the  time  iox  cbOosinff .  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  Presidentof  (he  united  States. 
Section  fourth  of  first.artjcle^"The  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  fi^r  S.eaators 
and  RepresentAtives,  shall  be  prescribecf  in  each 
State  by  the  L^egislature  thereof,  but  the  Con- 
gress may  at  any  time'*  by  law  make  or  alter 
such  r^ulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choos-. 
ingSenators."  .     ^ 

''To  make  la wa respecting  4he  District  of  Co: 
umbia."  ^\  To  declare  the  punishment  of  treason." 
Several  of  those  powers  denominated.  ^' other  pow- 
ers," are  ennmerated  in  the  mnth  and  tenth  .sec-, 
ions  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution..  Con- 
gress have  j>ower>by  law  to  establish  courts  inferior 
o  the  Supreoae  Court.,  Congress  have  power  to 
nake  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ng  the  terriiory^  and  other  property  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States.^  This  enumeration  may  at  pteseat  be 
ufficieot  to  show  wha(  powers  are  intended  by 
be  words  "other  powers,". and  ulso  to  manifest 
Dcontrovertibly  that  the  words  "and  all  other 
K)wers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Gov* 
Toment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
neni  or  officer  thereof,"  refer  only  io  powers  ex- 
pressly and  positively  enun^erated  in  the  Consti- 
utioD,  and  by  it  vested  in  the  Government  of  the 
Jailed  States*~ihat  bv  these,  words  ^re  not  un- 
erstood,  as  sottie  may  haye  fondly  imagined,  any 
owers  pf  discretion,  fitted,  when  discovered,  to 
11  chasms  in  the  Constitution  iof  tbe\.United 
(tates;  and  that  by  these  words  ar^no^  to  be  un\ 
eratood  soipe  codcealed  pc'cult  powers,  waiting 
0  be  revealed  by  superior  wisdom  to  meet  par- 
icular  ptur^oses,  for  instance,  the  creation  of  the 
3ank  of  the  United  States,  or  to  be  dragged  out 
)y  main  force  to  support  unconstitutional  preten- 
toos.  In  the  Constitution  are  clearly  expressed 
ind  eaamerated  aU  the  powers^  rights,  and  prip- 
:iplea,  wbich  have  been  vested  in  the  Government 
>r  the  United  States  ok  in  any  department  or  of- 
icer  thereof,  by  tbe  individual.  States  ratifying 
be  Con«*iia(ion.    Nothing  is  left  in  obscucily  or 


difficulty;  and  this  Constitution  is  not  elastic,  it 
will  not  bend  to  discretionary  opinions.. 

1  will  now,  &aid  Mr.  Raei.,  with  all  due  respect, 
approaclrthe  m&in  point  of  inquiry,  viz :  is  a  pow- 
er or  right  to  create  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
expressly  enumerated,  to  be  vested  or, intended 
to  he  vested  in  Congress  by  the  eighth  section  ot 
the  first  firticla  of  the  Constitution.  It  may  be 
p/eviously  observed,  that  if  in  tbe  ninth  sectioiL 
of  the  fijrst  article  there  had  been  even  a  negative 
expression  or. enumeration  of  power,  or  right  in- 
serted, empowering  Congress  to  create  the  Bank 
of  ihe  United  States  \  as  if  it  had  been  stated  in 
the  wqrds  following,  or  words  to  the  same  effect — 
"  Congress  shall  not  create  (he  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  prior  ao  the  year  6ne  thousand  eight 
hundred" — there  might,  have  been  some  reason 
to  presume  upon.  But  a  negative  expression  of 
a  power  or  right  of  that  inapoct  is  not  in  the  ninth 
sectiipn  enumerated^  nor  in  an^  other  section  of 
the  Constitution. '  The  words  in  the  eighth'  sec- 
tion of  the  first,  article  of  the  Poqstitution,  which 
have  caused  such  amazing  {foiicitude  and  inquir-. 
iog  anxiety  to  Jiscckver  some  obscure  occult  pow- 
er or  right  to  create  tbe  Baok  of  the  United  States 
there,  are  the  following :%" Confess  shall  have 
'  power  tp lay  9Ud collect  taxes,.duti^,  imposts,  and 
'excises,  to  pay  the  debts^and  provide^for  the  com- 
*^mon  defbnce  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
*  Slates,"  "and  (as^ expressed  in  the  last  clause  of 
/  the  section)  to  make 'all  laws  which  shall  be  ne- 
^cessaryt^nd  proper  for  c^i^ying  into  executioii 
^  the  foi'egoing  powers,  (that  is,  the  powers  enu- 
'  merated  in  the  eighth  section)  and  all  other  pow- 
^  era  (that  is,  powers  enumerated  in  other  sections 
'  qI'  the  first  article,  and  eminierated  in  other  ai^ti- 
\cle»ol'  ihe  Constitution)  vested  by.  this  Consti- 
'  tution  in  the  Governoaent  of  the  United  States, 
'  or  in  any  department  .or  officer  theceof." 

Let  these  words  be  carefuUy  and  attentively 
examined,  and  all  obscurity  and  difficulty  will  be 
reinov^ ;  let  tbem  be  connected  in  the  manner 
they  were  intended  .to  be  connected,  and  no  rea- 
son will  be,  to  presume  some  unknown  occult 
power,  on  which  a^pretiension  to  create  the  Bank 
of  the  y  nited  Slates  can  exist.  ",  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  (ay  and  collect  taxes."  Let  the 
words  be  connected,  so  that  they  shall  read,  ^  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary and*  proper  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  ana  excises.".  Here,  said  Mr^  R..  a 
question  presents  itself,  that  is  to  say,  fpr  what 

{mrpose  shall  Coogreivs  have  power  to  thake  all 
aws  A^hich  shall"  be  necessary  and  proper  to  lay 
^nd  coUeci  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises? 
The  fii-st  clause  gives  the  answer—**  To  pay  the 
debts,.and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  ihe  Upiled  States."  The  ex- 
pjCesaioQ  of  the  delegated  power  or  right  will  then 
m  plain  and  intelligible  languasre  be — "Congress 
shall  have  power  to  niake  all  laws  which  shall 
be  necessary  #Jgk1  proper  to  lay  ajMi  collect,  taxeau 
duties,  imposts,  and  Excises,  to  Day.,the  debt?,  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  of  the  United  States."  This  reading 
presents  to  the  mind  dear  and  distinct  idei^s,  re- 
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moves  doubtful  ]nterpretatioD,'and  estabHsbes  the 
truth  contained  io  thif  section  of  the  QoDstitu- 
tioD. '  Let  this  reading  be  prefixed  to  every  clause 
in  the  8th  sediioo,  and  the  propriety  tber^olfwiir 
be  tbofe  apparent  5  for  instance,  Conffi-ess  shall 
have  power  to  make  all  laws  which  snail  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  borrow  money  on  tte  credit 
'Of  the  United  States,  to  pay  the  debts,- and  pro* 
-vide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
of  the  United  States.  And  here  let  k  be  ob-' 
sei-ved,  that' the  Words  "for  the  common >defence) 
ami  general  welfare  of  the  United*  States,"  are 
words' of  limitation^  and  restriction^  and  not  of 
amplification  of  powers ;  these  words  direct  to 
the  end  for  wbixsh  a^l  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,  shall  be  laid  and  collected,' and  it  follows 
that  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  'excises,  shall  not 
1)6  laid  and.  collected  for  any  purpose  whatever 
other  than  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
tommon  defence  and  geiieral  welfare* of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  rightf,  powers,  and  principles,  delegated 
by  the  individual  States  to  the  United  Sutes; 
and  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  are  substan- 
tial, not  formal ;  atid,  being  substance,  are  up- 
changeable  in  their  nature,  and  must  continue 
UQtil  altered  by  the  Constitutional  authorities. 
Au  institution' or  principle -which  has  power  to 
put  bank  pap^  in  vfae  place  of  gold  and  silver,  is 
substanttal — not  forrnal— and  never  can  be  fixed 

to. the  business 


as  a  form^  by  way  of  a  , 
of  collecting  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  or 
by  way  of  appetrddge  to  aid  commerce,  or  to 
borrow  money.  With  as  tnuch  propriety  may  it 
be  said  to  aid  in  establishing  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  or  in  making  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States.  A  Tprinciple,  or  a  ^i^^.  or  power  to  cre- 
ate the  BatiLof  the  United  States  is^not  insetted 
or  enumerated  among  the  rights  and  powers  enu- 
merated "in  the  eighth,  sec'tioo  of  thie  fifst  artiale, 
nor  in  afty  other  section  of  the  Constttutioni 
Let  it  not  then  be  presumed  that  the  Conventioii 
who  made  the  Constitution,  oip  the  ratifying 
States,  <|id,  in  an  occult  and  obscure  matitter^  vi^t 
the  Government  oJT  tfae  United  S.tates  with  a 
right  or  power  to  create  the  Bank  of  tHe  United 
Slates  in  the  maipAer  and  form  bejonjftng'to  the 
ban'k,  the  charter  of  whiqh  labors  to  hi  r^n^wed. 
The  Constitution  contains  no  enumeration  of  a 
principle  Dir^ich  can  ^hre  any  pretends  for  sadi 
presumption. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article' are 
•bumerated  ri^ts  and  powers  of  minor  impor- 
tance than  a  right  to  establish  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  tigllt  to  establish  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  b'ankruptci^  throughout 
Che  Unhed  Sthtes  is  "of  mi6dr  importance — that 
right  is  enumerated.  Certainly,  ihen,Jf  ^be  Con- 
vention, or  the  ratifying  Stated,  had  designed  to 
vest  Congress  with  the  right  to  create  the  Bank, 
of  the  United  Slates,  that  right  woold  have  been 
expressly  enumei^ated  in  the  Constitution. 

By  virtue  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution:  "Congress  shall  haiN» 
power  to  make  all  laws  vHiich  shall  be  neces.. 


*  sai-y  and  proper  te  protriote  the  prpgress.olrsci- 

*  ence  and  useful  arts,  by  securing  for  limited 
^  times  to  authors  and  inven tots  the  exclUstTe 

*  right  to  their  respective  writings  and  diseore- 
^rfes."  The  insertron  of  that  right  or  power  af- 
fords suflScient  reason  tci  conclude,  that  if  ilie 
Convention  had  intended  to  delegate  to  tbeCkm- 
);ress  a<  power  or  right  to  create  the  Biink  of  ibe 
United  State*,  the  right  or  power  to  eBtabli>h  it 
would  certainly  have  been  expressly  enamented 
itiMhe  Constiiotfon.  "The  enumeration  in  the 
Constitution  of  certain  rights  stall  not  be  coit- 
sirued  to  deny  or  disparage  others 'retained  bf 
tbe  people.?'-^inh  article  of  amendments  to  the 
Constitutlt)n.  Here,  then,  it  may  properljr  be 
observed,  that  the  rights  enumerated  in  the  Con* 
sfltulion  iire  certain,  that  is^  idea ticalfy  and  dti- 
tinctly  enumerated  rights,  and  that  those  rights 
shall  jiot  be  by  discretion .  construed  10  deojor 
disparage  other  rights  rei^erved  to  the  people.  A 
right  or  pow^r  to  eslablish  the  Bank  of  the  Usi- 
ted  States  is  not  enunierated  in  the  Constitution; 
that  right  or  power,  therefore,  is  not  denied lethe 
people,  and  the  certain  rights,  enumerated  in  the 
Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  denjrtbil 
right  to  the  people,  that  is,  to  the.  people  in  their 
individual  State  capacities.  **  The  j^wcrs  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States  bt  the  Consiif^ 
lion,  nor  prohibited  i)y  it'  to  the'  SWtes,  arc  re- 
served to  the  States  respectively  or  to  ihepe*- 
pie."— IStb  article  of  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution: ^Thejefghtk  section  of  the  first  irtide 
of  the  Constitution  enumerates  certain  po^«» 
or  lights  delegated  to  the  United  States.  The 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  «nuroc^ll«ce^ 
tain  rights  prohibited  expresaly  Or  condiiion^»fs 
to  the  respective  States;  btn  in  the  tenth  eettioi, 
or  in  any  other  section  df  the  Cbnaaitationj 
right  to  create  bank  institvtionlr  is  not  prohiWted 
absolutely  or  'conditiopally  to  the  nspecun 
States  or  to  tha  people;  that  right  therefofea 
qot  delegated  to  the  United  States,  but  isres^rjw 
to  the  respective  States  of.  to  the  people.  The 
Slates  respectively  have  legislated  on  that  p«w<f 
and  right  reserved,  and  have  establisbed  bankrt" 
stituiions,  and  the  United  States  have  not  iBte^ 

.fered  to  prevel^t  theim*  '  ■  . 

In  theleighth  section  of  the  first  artFcle  oftw 
Constitution  a  right  is  enumerated.    "  TheM' 

*  cress  shall  jiave  power  to  cxeitiw  cxcHifliJ 

*  legislation  in  all  -cases  whatsoever,  over  »•«■ 

*  (tistrjct  (D0t'exceedibg4en  noriles square) asWi 

*  by  cession  of  particular  States,  and  theaccepi- 

*  ance  6f  Congress^  become  the  seal  ofOoitJ** 
<  ment  of  the  United  States."  The  pow«r  d^f" 
gated  to  the  Congress  by  virtue  and  force  of  jo^ 
clause,  is  eminently  great,  and  requires  no  in**' 
tpation  to  prove  that  Congr^s  has  power  toere- 
ate  bank  institution^in  the  Dlstrict^f  GolntfW^ 

In  favor  bf  a' renewal  of  the  charter  of  w 
Bank  of  lh«  United  States  it  is  argued,  that  inc 
Congress,  having  |)ower  to  laj^  and  eoDxd  tii^ 
duties^  imposts,  and  excises,  his  also  pow?r 
e^ftaWish  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stktes  a»a  o^? 
toaidjn  collectfnr  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  w«*J|;. 

s.    It  will  not  te  said  that  the  Biflk  of  iw  ^^^ 
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led  Bfttes  is  m«  essential  Mcessary  means  in  ttA- 
lecCifig  tax«B,  dvties,  imposts,  and  excites,  for  ex- 
perieoce  has  proved  that  taxes  have  been  eol^ 
leered  without  the  aid  of  that  bapk.  &at  if  it 
be  a  means  esseiitially:  oecessary  to  collect  ^axes, 
it  ou^rbt  to  be  as  exteosiYe  in,  operatro&.as  the 
\mw  for  eollectioir  taxes.  The  natafe  of  the  bank 
inatitntioii  prores  that  it  caaiwt  be  coex tensive 
^Nrith  the  law  for  eotteciiog  taxes.  Ten  dollars 
betog  the  lowest*  som  for  which  a  bill  of  that- 
bank  is  issbed;  it  is  manifest  that  bills  often  dol- 
lsr»,  twenty  dollars,  fifty  dollars,  antf  upwards, 
cftonot  aid  generally  in  coUecting  and  paving 
tax:es ;  tdmitling  the  circuktton  or  ihebe  .bills  to. 
be  eotxieBsive  with  t)ie  operattonf  of  the  law. 
ThelOth  section  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  theUni^ 
ted  Sutes,  provides,  ^.that  the  bills  or  notes  of 
^  the  said  corpqvalion,  originally  jnade  paysUe,. 
*  or 'Which  shall  have  becQi|ie  payable  on  de*- 
^  muld;  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  shall?  be  receivable 
'  in  all  payments  to  the' United  Bcates.^'  But,tK>t- 
whJwtaoiuog  tlie  bills  or  notes/ qF' that  corpora- 
tioa  ahall  be  receivable  in  all  payments,  to  the 
United  States,  as  is  provided  for  in  tbtt  sacltoa,- 
^e  aet alMed  tode^not  provide  that  the. bills 
or  notes  of  that,  bank  sHall  be  receivable  in  all 
Mymeote  to  citizens  of  the  United  Sutesr  ^\\% 
Bank  of  the  United  3tates,  therefore,  cannot  be 
an  ade^ate  means  to  collect  taxes  from  aiU  the 
oitixeDS  of  the  United  fiHatea,  and,  if  i|ot  from  all 
eke  ettfsens  of  the  United  States,  the  operation 
of  tho  ba»k  wili  be  partial,  and  consequently  in* 
jorioQs  to  the  people.  ■,    ^ 

'  By  the  10th  seetioQ  of  the  law  alluded  to,  the 
bills  and  notes  of  the  corporation  esublished  by 
tbat  la^  are  made  receivable  in  all  payments  to 
tJle  United  Q^ntes.  The  bonds  Ibr  payment  of 
dmiea  and  imposts  on  foreign  merchandise  -im- 
ported into  the  United  States  are  generally  do- 
panted  in  the  bank  of  that  corporation  or  in  the 
reepeetire  brattehea  therfoH  Whatever  benefit  or 
advantage,  if  any,  arises  by  oolleotion  of  those 
dntics  an^  in^ports,  accrues  to  t^at  corporation^. 
Whatever  gold  and  silver  is  paid  on  aecounC  pf 
those  doti^  and  imposts,  it  rtoains  at  the  dispo-- 
skioa  of  the  coi'poration,  by  reason  that  the  cor- 
poration, by  the  l%w,  are^eaabled  to  pay  the 
amoont  of  all  tbe  duties  and  impoato  to  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  in  bills  and  liotes.  These  biUs  and 
notes  afterwards  come  into-  the  hands  of  the 
ageocs  and-  pubUc  functionaries  of  the  United 
ftiases.  and  bjr  them  are  paid  to  the  citizens,  and 
by  4hi4  operation  the  bilb  and  notes  of  the  corpo- 
latioB  obtain  a  circulation ;  to  a. certain  extent 
uofyaig  the  people,  and,  notwithstanding  they 
say  not  be  a  legal  teiKler  in  payment  of 'debts 
byooe^iiizen  to  another,'do  nevertheless  aoqnire 
a  ^ree  of  currency  by  being  in  the  first  in- 
stance made  payaible  to  the  United  States.  By 
this  operation,  bottomed  on  the  10th  section  of 
^  Uw^  the  corpora^oQv  have  the  advantage  of 
letaiftlng  the  precious- metals  )i»  their  vaults  until 
na  opporfdnitJF  offers  to  disuse  of  them  to  the 
best' advantage,,  or  to  ex|>art  them  to  foreigii 
oemtrissf    C^er  obaervmtiona  nUghl  be  made 


respeetiag  the  operation  of  the  law  incorporatingi 
the  subscribers  lot^heBaokof  the  United  States; 
but  what  already  has  been  obserred  niay  be  suf- 
ficient to  excite  reflectitm  on  the  machinery  and 
iafiuence  of  .the  mighty  engine  which  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  in 
their  power  at  any  time,  for  aOy  purpose,  to  set 
in  mptitHDi  The  instrumentality  of  this  engine 
pervades  the  United  States  in  all  elections;  it 
ciui  raise  up  and  putdon^n;  it  may  say,  "lean 
raise  yon  to  a  conspicuous  and  exalted-  station, 
if  yqu  obey  my  directions,  and  if  you  ^do  not, 
I  can  pat  you  •down.''  •  if  an  institution  of  t^is 
magnitude  .is  good  for  the  p^eople  of  i^e  Uni- 
ted States'-^if  jis  infiuence  is  lor  their  benefit, 
let  it  be  demonstrated.  Sitnpose  the  cttizeas 
should  refuse  to  receive^  tjie  bills  and  notes  of  that 
corpomtiod  in  pavment  of  debts,  what  wouhl  be 
the  oonseq (Pence ?  Why,  let  us  not  say  ruin  to 
all  would  follow ;  but  certainly  maof  would  be 
injured.  -  .      • 

It  has  -been  said,  that  the  Baak  of  the  United 
Btates  aids  commerce.  If  it  does,  it  most  be  in  a 
^manner  very  unimportant  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States-io  general.  The  bank  may  be  a 
convenience  to*  adl  who  haveto  pi^y,  in  the  first 
instance,,  duties  and  iinpostson  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  that  benefit  to 
then  oper^es  to  throw  on  all  the  other  p^ple  of 
the  United  States  a  prodigious  masf  of  paper,  in 
place  of  gold  and  silver,  theevident  enect  of  wbieh 
lis  to  sttbstitote  t^bills  and  notes  of  thatbankin. 
place  of  the.  precious  q^eiaU;  and  to  give  thut 
bank  the  power  of  commanding^  the  aiedium  ^ 
^rade  in  the  United  States. 

fThe  action' pf  the  bank  '\%  witbin  the  United 
Slatds  and  territories  thereof;  the  bills  tfnd  notes 
thereof,  as  has  been  obaerted,  are  made  receivable 
in  all  payoaents  to  the  United  States ;  but  thenar 
sumed  positioa.  '^tlfat  the  bank  aids  commerce," 
not  satisfied  with  \yhat  hto  been  said  rdative  to 
the  manner  in  which  k  aids  xM>ma»erce,  returaa. 
andMqaifes  ibrther  explanation-^aaj  it  is  pro- 
per to  give  that  explanation.  The  annual  i^eporta 
of  the  Secretary  of  tbr  Tfctsury  show  the  prodi- 
gious ^Biount  -of  goods^  wares,  and  oMrchandise, 
'every  year  imp^t^d  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries,  and  panticularly  from^Qreal 
Britain,  and  the  dependencies  and  colonies  there- 
of Will  any  of  the  geatie^ten  who  favor  a  re- 
newal Gtf  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  is  called,  inform  this  House,  n^ef her 
any  part,  and  if  any,  what  partner  to  what  antount 
of  the' coat  of  the  goods,  warres,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the'^nited  States,  is  actually  paia 
for,  to  the  merchants  in  foreign  countries,  to  whom 
the  orders  are  sent,  in  bilk  and^notesof  that  bank, 
such  as  are  passing  among  the  people  of  th^  Unt^ 
ted  States  %  If  such  paymeoto  are  made  in  sdoh 
bills  and  notes,  then  indeed  there  will  be  reason 
to  contehd-,  that  that  bank  Mds' commerce  in  its 
operations."  If  that  information  is  not  obtained^ 
it  wii)  be.taken  for  gran  ted,  that  no  such  paynlenta 
are  made- in  the  bills  or  notes  of  that  bank.  IThe 
fact  then  appears  to  be^  that  the  bills  and  notes  of 
that .  bank  do  not  pass,  out  of  the  United  States 
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aad  terriiQries.  thereof,  to  any  foreif  n.  nation,  in 
payment  for  the  merchandise  imported  from  that 
naiioD-^and  that.no  merchant  of  any  foreign  na,- 
tion  will  receive  bills  and  notes  in  payment  for 
th€  tlerchandise  ordered..  .The  effect  oraJl  this . 
is,4hat  sold  and  silver  iseic|H>rted  to  foreign  coun- 
tries to  pay  for  the  goods,  wares,  and  raerplian- 
disc  imported,  after  -deducting  from  the  gross, 
amount  of  the  value  thereof  that  part  which  may 
have  been  paidfdr  in  produce  of  theUnited  States. 
The  con^quence  of  ^which  is,  that. the  precious 
iB«tals  are  drained  from  the  United  States,  and 
the  paperof  the  bank  circulates  amonff  the  (People 
in  tne  place  of  gold  and  silver.  If  thatcause  is 
suffered  to  continue  to  opcrkte,  a  tiitie  may  not  be 
far  distant  when  the  paper  of  that  banltwili  be 
the  only  visible  medium  of  trade  among  the  peo- 
ple; and  a  piece  of  fold  orstver  coin,  (notwith- 
standing the  Mint  has  issued -great  quantities 
thereof)  will  berare  to  be  seen,  it  has  been  raid 
that  the  bank  has  been  aiding  to  agriculture*  If 
it  be  so,  it  is  strange  that  the  agriouliural  part  of 
the  community  have  sent  no  petitions  or  memo-, 
rials  to  Congress  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter.  From  whom  do  all  the  petitions 
aud  memorials  come?  Not  from  asfrlculturists ; 
not  from  all  the  merchants  of  the  United  States; 
but  from  persons  interested  in  the  co»tinuatk>o  | 
of  that.bai>k  charter, and  apportion  of  the  vatt-- 
chants.' 

It  has  been  Urged  that,  if  thd  bank  -barter  in 
iK>t  renewed^  ruin  and  destfuclioo  almost  univer- 
sally will  fall  on  the  f^eople  of  the  United  States. 
These  deokrations^  said  Mr.  ^.,  affed  me  not, 
because  I  place  no  conidence  in  them.  An  ag- 
rlcukural  people  cannot  be  ruined,' until  it  shall 
please  the  Almighty  to  prohibit  the  return  of  the 
seasons  in  their  regular  time,  until  it  shall  "please 
Hior  td  dry  up  tbe  fountains  of  rain,  aikl  say  th«r^ 
shall  be  no  more  seed  time  noc  ''harvest.  But  if. 
this  bank  is  of  such  mighty  ffr^e,  that  Its  tall  will 
produce  these  direful  efi^'t8,it  is  more  prudent 
to  meet  them  now^than  to  delay  them  tosrfutnre 
period.  This  nation  is  as  Well  |)repared  to  meet 
them  now,  as  it  will  be  hereafter. 
.  It  has  been  said,  and  insisted  on,  that  the.  bank 
bas  aided  the  (Government  in  its  fiscal  operations, 
a|id  Ihlit  4 he  Government  cannot  well  do, or  do 
well)  without  it.  Let  it  rather  be  said^  that-  the 
Government  har  aided  the  bai^k,  raised'it  into  ez* 
istence  and  afforded  it  every  support,  by  placing 
in  its  bands  the  collection  and  deposition  of  the 
rerenuesof  the  Gorernment  for  twenty  years ;  by 
receiving  from  the  bai^k  its  paper  in  place  of  cold 
and  silver,  and  thereby  leaving  the  eold  And  silver 
to  be  used  lo'the  benefi^t -of  tl^  bank  corporation. 
The  bank  may  ^have  been,  to  a  celrtain  extent, 
conveniedri  in  carrying  on  the  fiscal  operationa of 
the  Government,  but  it  will  not  be  said  to  be  an 
institution  profitable  to  the  grea|  nbassof  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  ;  neither  w^lit  be  believed 
to  be  an  institution. aiding  in  ita  action  and  influ- 
ence the  RepubHcao  institutions  olf  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

The  law  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  bank  called  the>  Bank  of. 


the  United  9tates,./i8  not  bottomed  on  tbeCoa- 
stiMition — it  is  inconsistent  with^  aqd  repuf- 
nant  to  the  Constitution.  A  Constitutional  £or- 
f  rnment  requires  no  aid — ean  have  no  aid  uoia 
an  unconstitoUonaL  principle.  The  great  men 
who  made  the  Constitution,  and  the  raufyiog 
States,  ha^e  declared,  that  as  it  \%y  they  made  aad 
ratified  it,  and  the  people  of  ^he  United  Stales 
adopted  it  for  the  purpose  therein  ebumerated  and 
delegatecl;  and  if  the  Government  cannot exiatia 
virtue  and  by  force  of  the  powers,  rights,  and 
principles  expressly  .enumerated  and  delegated  ia 
the  Constitution,,  wiihout  the  aid  of  a  pfiaeiple 
violating  the  Coastitutioa,  ft  is  time  that  there 
should  he  anetiier  gra6d  convention,  with  powers 
\o  make  another  Consthwition.  But  in  my  opinioo, 
said  Mr.  R.,  the,  righu,  powers,  and  principUi, ex- 
pressly enumerated  and  delegate  in  the  Coostl- 
turioa^are  completely. adequate  to  all  ioteatsaai 
puraoses  (ox  the  existence  of  the  Governtteiit, 
without  the  aid  of  any  principle  inconsbieat  wiik 
and  repugnant  to  the  GokietitutioB, 

Mr,  MeKEB.«-Mr.  Speaker,  having  oaeetroih 
bled  the  House  on  this  subject,  it  it  not.witbat 
much  regret  that  I  ask  the  attention  oFgentleAH 
to  a  few  more  remarks  before^  the  ^aestioa  ii 
tiken. 

The  opposera  of  this  bill  have  untforoilr  eoa- 
tended  against  the  exercise  of  a  power  uoder  tie 
C^n^itution  whicfi  is  not  exprmi  jT' deleted  ia 
Congress  by  the  letter  of  the  CoastKutioo.  Tlui 
position  cannot  be -maintained  by  the  ezpecieoce 
of  what. is  past ;  nof  can  U  be  adhered  to  io^ij^ 
or  in  the  management  of  the  i^ffairs  of  this  Oof- 
emment.  And  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  jaose, 
before  they  give  aeoastruetioato  the  Constitotioa, 
which  they  themselves  have,  ou  oiiier  ocoaiioBii 
violated ;.  afDd  which  they  will  be  compelled  ag»« 
to  violate,  er  deser(  the  best  and  dearest  iaterot 
of  thei^- country. 

Sir,  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  has  beeo  pur- 
chased since  the  commencemeia  of  the  Repab"* 
can  Administration  ;  and  this  act  eonstit«teiOB<| 
of  their  8ti:ong«st  titles  to  the  fair  fame  wiw 
which  they  are  surrounded.  And  yet  I  •'*^?^ 
(accordtagto  the  eonslrttction-contendcdrw)» 
the  -power  under  the  Coastitution  which  ^W 
authorize  the  mode  of  this  acquisition?  '  ^'^f 
gentleman  point  it  out  to  ine?  For  ^^'^^^C 
cannot  perceive  it.  I  know  Congress  are  ixpwwf 
empowered  by  the  Constitution  to  declare  w*'* 
and  the  power  to  declare  war  includes  the  f^^ 
to  acquire  territory  by  the  suooessfuj  result  o' *J*[ 
war.  And  hence  ii  wouM  seem  to  follow  wit 
the  Government  may^  with  propriety,  atiaio  w« 
same  end  by  treaty  or  purchase,  which  ^^^^^^ 
effect  by  force.  But  this  power  is  certainly  a  t^ 
struedve  one;  to  be  collected  from  the  ^^^^ 
not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  And  }^^^ 
fore,  according  to  the  doctrine  inculcated,  it  «*  * 
not  be  used.  j 

Congress  have  also  laid  a  ^seoeral  embargo;  «<> 
whence,  I  ask,  is  the  power  authorizing  J*'*  J^ 
derived?    It  <$ertainly  cannot  be  jusufied  ob«« 
ihejgeneral  power,  delegated  by  the  Comtituuoj 
toCongretii  to  regulate  aommerce;  beaos* 
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geiMrtl  embtifo  dorlog  its  eoDliooaDc^  pots,  an 
eod  to  all  eomoitree.  And  it  it  perfectly  abtiir4 
to  say  that  the  general  delegation  of  power  to  reg^ 
iilate  com tneree,  includes  t£e  power  to  impend  it 
altogether.  Bat  theCionstitoHoo  has  delegated  to 
Coogress  the  power  to  provide  for  the  general 
welfare,  and  common  defence;  and  a  withdrawal 
of  the  property  as  well  as  the  perrons  of  oar  citi- 
zens from  the  ocean  in  times  of  diffiedtjand  dan- 
ger, by  means  of  a  ifeneral.  emiiargo,  thereby  re^ 
ser.ving  to  the  conntry  the  resources  as  well  as 
phpicai  force  of  the  people  unimpaired,  is,  in 
fact,  TiroiFiding  for  the  general  welfare.and  eoin- 
iBon  defence.  Jind  hence  resnlts  the  power  ex- 
efcised  by  Congress  of  lairing;  an  embargo.  Bnt, 
sir,  this  is  also  a  constructive  power,  not  expressly 
delegated  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  (  and 
therefore,  by  the  dOerine  contended  for  by  the  op* 
paaeis  of  this  bill,  cannbt  be  exercised. 

Congress  haye built  a  hoiUse  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  that  would,  in  |>oiat  of  size 
and  magniQcenoe,  beggar  anything  to  be  ibond 
al43t.  James's  or  elsewhere.'  They  hare  estab- 
lieked  post  oflices  w  all  tjie  States  of  the  Union, 
and  by  law  exempted  the  postmasters  from  serving 
on  juries  as  well  as  performin|f  military  duty ;  by 
tbk  mean*  creating  an  ini^ience  in  the  foterior 
of  the  States,  without  ainy  express  delegation  of 
poiW€r,aotboiizing  the  act ;  and  therefore  (aocord- 
in^  to  theiConstruction  contended  for  on  this  oc« 
caejon)  unauthorized  and  unconstitutional^ 

.  I  might  j|>roceed  to^ennmerate  a  lon^  catalogue 
of  eases,  in  which  Coogress  have^xereised  powers 
onder  the  Constitotion  which  were  not  expressly 
delected,  bnt  drawn  entirely. from  the  reason, 
spirit,  an4  essence  of  the  instrument ;  and  justified 
mtone  in  thet^  fitness  and  efficacy  to  carry  into 
effect  some  of  thegreiit  class  of  powers  delegated 
to  Congress  by  the^Consiitutioo. ,  The  p^ple  of 
the  United  States  have  .experienced  the  most 
ha|»|iy  consequences,  arisin^^  soldy  from-  thjs  ex- 
eresae  of  those  constrootive  powers,  against  whi^h 
some  gentleman  aoiv  declaim  with  so  much  ap-. 
parent  zeal ;  and  which  arexertainly  less  torlured 
and  far-fetebed,  than  the  coostrnctioln  for  which 
those  gentlemen  so  pertinaciously  intend. 

When  we  view  the  past  we  find  Iha^  all  parties 
haveoaiformly  given  the' sa toe  practical  construe- 
tion  to  the  Constitotion. 

Washington,  the 'great' Father  of  his  Country, 
Mr»  Jefierson.  Mr.  Gallatin*  and  all  the  magistracy 
of  the'  United  States,  ineludidg  both,  Houses  of 
Congress,  have  given  directly  or  'indirectly  the 
saate  eonstniction  to  the  Constitution  ;  and  with 
theae  illustrious  examples  and.  precedents  before, 
me,  I  cannot  arrojgate  to  myself  the nelf-sufficiency  - 
to  disregard  or -distrust  theqi,  and  make  out  ^me 
new,  Utopian,  untried,  theory,  sanctioned  neither 
by  reason,  experience  nor  policy ;  believing  it  to 
be  more  safe  to  pursue  the  old  and  beaten  track, 
than  ip  adopt  untried  experiments,  particularly 
i  A  a  case  of  a  doubtful  nature.  I  adiriit  that  Con- 
grtm  ought  not  to  look  for  the  Constitution  in 

Joor  ftatttte  book,  or  in  the  fugitive  pages  of  your 
osratl,  but  to  ine  insirttment  itself.    But,  sir, 
wiierea  construction  hat  been  siTeo  to  this  iiisuu' 


ment  by  its  great  fBther,and  where  that  construc- 
tion hae  been  ratified  by  the  sovereign  voice  of  the' 
people,  it  should  remain  unchanged. 

The  gentleman  froo^  PennsyHrania  (Mrs  Smi- 
LiB)bas  endeavored  to  assimilate  the  power  now 
attempted  to  be  exercised  to  that  exercised  in  the 
fidoption  of  the  odious  alieq  and  sedition  laws^ 
(as  they  have  generally,  been  called.)  And  if, 
sir,  the  gentleman  had  fefgotten  (as  he  seems  to 
hate  done)  the  first  article  in  the  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  then  indeed, 
his  parallel  vifOuW  have  been  anappiropriate  onel 
differing  from  the  construction  now  contended 
for,  only  ih4he  sjgnaln:ircum»tance,  thai  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  in>  their  practical  operation, 
tended,  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  eitiyen,  whilst 
the  bank  is  a  matter  of  policy  alone. 
-  But  these  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  in  de- 
re9t  hostility  to  the-firstarlielein  tb^amendknent 
to  the  Constitution,  which  is  in  the  following 
words:  "  Congf-ess  shall  make  no  law  respecting 
*  the  establishment  of  religion  or  prohibiting  the 
^  f ree  exercise  thereof,  or  abiridj^ng  the  freedom  of 
'  speech  or  of  the  press."  This  prphibitpry  ar- 
ticle shows  the  real  difierence  between  the  two 
cases. 

Much  sensibility  has  been  manifested  in  rela« 
tiOn  to  State  rights,  which,  it  is  apprehended, 
will  be  prostrated  by  the  renewal  of  this  ehar^ 
ter.  Sir,  I  *am  a  friend  to  State  rights,  in  tbe 
safeand  inviolable  preservation  of  which  we.have 
the  surest  guarantee  for  the  perpetuity  of  this 
Government,  '  But,.sir,  I  ask  if  there  are  not  ex- 
tremes-on  thissubiect  1  And  whilst  we  are  guards 
ing  against  Sct^a  with  care  an<f  solicitude,  is 
there  no  dang^  of  falling  en  Chan^bdis?  Are 
not  the  power  and  inflnenco  of  some  of  the  States 
now  almost  paramount  to  the  power  and  jnfloenee 
of^the  General  Oovernmenr'?  By  your  fefusal 
to  renew  the  eh.arjer  of  the  United  States' Bank, 
you  considerably  enhance  this  power  in  the  hands, 
of  the  great  States.  Your  revenue  is  tjien  to  be 
collect^  and  deposited  in  JBtate  banks.  About 
oof -third  of  it  wiU  be  collected  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  will  bedepoeited  in  her  banks. 
And  those  banks  are,  as  they  relate  to  you,  eiH 
tirely  Coiieign  badks.  You  have  ho  control  what- 
soever over  them  or  any  of  them.  But  the  S^te 
of  Pennsylvania 'has  a -control  over  them;  and 
consequently  Pennsylvania,  (il^  you  destroy  the 
charter.)  has  in  her  fangs  the  purse  of  the  nation  ; 
whichj  as  the  gentleman  from  Virgjnia  (Mr. 
E^PEs)  says,  constitutes  the  sinews  of  war.  Pemn 
sylvania  possesses  within  herself  the  physical 
force ;  a  u>roe  that  woAld  be  formidable  to  the 
whoU  United  States,  were  it  arrayed  against 
them.  And  is  it  entirely  without  precedent,  for 
the  destinies  of  one  State  to  be  wielded  by  a  single 
i^vidoal?  If  it  is  not,  then  the  destinies  of 
Pennsylvania.Wdingasshe.will  both  the  pnrse 
and  the  sword,  might  be  wielded  by  some  ambi* 
tious  and  assuming  man..  And  if  .such  an  event 
should  happen^  which  God  forbjdl  where  then 
are  your  political  liberties  ?  Precisely  as  safe 
and  secure  as  if  they  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
Napoleon  the  Great  1  *      / 
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What  constitutes  the  power  and  ioflueoce  Of  a 
Stated  Cenainlf  mooejr  and  pfefsrcal  force  are 
the  principal  and  most  requisite  ingredients;  and 
b]r  reluslog  (o  renew  the  charter,  you  throw  into 
the  hands  of  tbcfgreat  Slates  all  thd  additional 
influence  frono  the  resources  of  the  nation  being 
cpafided  to  their  hands.  And'  at  the  same  time 
you  reduce  to  ih^  condition  of  mere  cypher^t  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, and^  all  the  New.Kngland  Slates  except 
Massachusetts,  by  withdrawing  entirely  from  their 
control  and  management  the  public  purse  of 
the  nation*  ^         ' 

J  do  not  wish,  Mr«  Speaker^  to  6b  understood  to 
entertain  or  insinuate  any  diistrilst  whatsoerer  of 
the  i^ntegrity  or  loyaltir  of  ^he  great  and  res[iec- 
tahle  Stale  of  Pennsylvania. 

If,  sir,  the  destinies  of  this  nation  are  to  beeolne 
dependent  oil  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  I  haye 
no  predilection  for  any  Stale^  I  hare/io  unwil- 
Itngneu  thbt  Pennsylvania  should  be  that  State. 
But,  sir..!  protest  solem ply  against  holding,  by 
80  feeble  and  precarious  4  tenure,  the  great  nod 
inestimable  privilege  of  self-government. 

But,  it  is  said,  we  may  console  ourselves  with 
the  improbability  6f  this  l^reat  State's  making«ny 
improper  usex>f  the  powers,vei(ted  in  their  hands, 
bjr  a  refusal  to  renew  this  charter.  Sir,  when  at 
peace  with  foreign  nations,  wbtUt  barniiooy  pre- 
Tails  at  hcAiie,  no  immediate  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended ;  but  ^hen  your  political  horizon  is 
black  with  internal  tumttit,  when  youttre  mena- 
oed  with  eziernal  danger,  and  treason  stalks 
abroad  with  ffi^aix.ic  strides*  it  is  (hen  that  tbe 
oolossal  power  of  the  great  State?  become  moet 
eminently  dangerous;  it  is  then  thai  fe  may  be 
ecerciaed  to  the  utter  humiliation  of  the  lit- 
tle States,  and  the  subversion^  Of  your  Federal 
Government,  by  with  holding  from  y^r  hands  tbe 
fiscal  resources  ot  41ie  nation.  To  stiard,  when 
it  Anay  be  practicable,  against' possible  events  so 
disastrouc,  lieeom^es  the  imperious  dttly  of  every 
•ootid  and  honest  politician. 

There  is  a  view  of  this  question  which  strikes 
fne  with  ^reat  force,  and  to  mention  which  was 
my  principal  motive  in  risings  -at  this  time.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  stated  by  (he  opposers  of  this 
bill,  that  the  revenue  could,  wHh  equal  facility, 
be  cdiected  through  the  ag«ncy  of  the  State 
banks.  Is  it  then  thdr  object  to  deposite  the  pub* 
lie  money  in  State  banks?  |  poMise  for  a  re1[>ly. 
The  silence  which  pervades  this  Ball,  solemnly 
answers  this  question  in  tbe  afllrmative.  It  is, 
tb^n,  intended  todeposite  the  revenue  and  resonr^ 
cesof  the  United.  States  of  America  in  the  cof- 
fers of  State  banks !  f  say  this,  is  dangerouS)  un- 
just and  manifestly  ^partial.  ' 

The  President,  Direotorsjtind  Company  of  the 
United  States*  Bank  ofler  you  (1,500,000  to  re- 
new their  charter;  and  in  the  bill,  now  before 
yo«^  a  privilej^  is  rea^yejl  .to  th^  United  States 
of  increasing  this  stock,  by  a  contribution  of 

S>,000,000,  on  the  part  and  for.the  benefit  of  the 
oited  Slates.  .  The  prc^  arii^fng  from  the  sale 
of  this  stock,,  if  yeii  are  disposed  to  sell  it,  would 
be  more  than  #1,000^.    Sujppose,  than,  tl|«t 


the  United  States'  Bank  would  i)e  wiUiag  to  gin 
$1^000,000  for  the  banking  privilege  alone,  ( wkiek 
seems  to  nte  ta  be  a.  very  large  allowaaee,)tlii 
remaining-  one  million  two  hundred  and  ifiy 
tboasaed  dollars  are  given  to  the  United  Sittei, 
for  the  benefit'arisiog  to  the  barik  from  the  itp«k 
ites  of  the  public  money. 

'This  sum  will  be  increased  to  at  least -19,000,- 
000,  or  perhaas.9S,OOi),000  or  $4,900,000,  by  tlut 
part  of  the  bill  before  you,  refuiriag  the  Bank  of 
the  Uniied  States  to-pay  interest  at  therateofthrM 
per  cent,  on  all  sums  which  may  remain  ia  tbt 
hands  of  the  bunk  longer  than  one  year.  Tlui 
increased  sum,  arising  out  of  the  use  of  pabKt 
money,  is  al  much  the  bona  fide  property  of  tli* 
people  of  the  United  States  as  any  other  portin 
of  their  revenue,  i  The.  proportion'of  this  sw,ts 
which  my.consiiioenu  (the  people  of  Keoiaeky) 
are  entitled,  is  about  910Q,000.  And  itisanr 
gravely  proposed  to  wrest  thisMia  from  tMir 
hands,  not  fur  the  public  ^service  or  public  gwx^ 
but  fbr  tbe  express  porpbse  of  putting  it  iatotkc 
pockets  of  the  wealthy  capitiilists  of  -  Penosfjit* 
nial^the  State  b«Bk  scockboldtesof  Mft«M^ 
sells.  Maryland,  and  Virginia  t  Wilf  tbe  petfAi 
chi^erfblly  |ioquiesc«  in  this  anjast  pr^itotioflot 
their  honest  earnings?  If  ihey  do^  I  haveinii' 
taken  their  ehamcter. 

When  these  are  some  of  the  confe^iew* 
which  $re  seen  to  -r^s«it  from  a*  refoaaiio  rtnev 
the  charter  of  the  U^iited  States*  B«nk,  do  bu 
can  be  much  at  a  iosa  to  account  for  the  iost^l^ 
tions  given  b/"  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  aa^  Feat* 
sylvania,  to  their  Senators  and  fteprcscaliiw* 
in  Cong resSk 

My  friend  (Mr.  Joan  son)  bus  infermed  fo"i 
that  a  renewal  of  this  charter  ^uld  *«||'"^ 
an  ezelosive  privilege  lo  a  f<HrstoekhoMers,aH 
exclusive  privileges  are  odious.'  If  "*T^^*2JJ 
frieiid  would  only  examine'  the  bill  n»^  wm* 
you,  be  would  firid  that  n  is-rfot  an  ^*^^ 
privilege.  •Pot-  Congress  have  therein  '•*2J 
to  themselves  the  power  to  establish  a  new  dms 
whenever  policy  or  prudence  shaU  dictate  itiwj 
cessity  or  expediency ;  and  this  power  '^^ 
by  Congress,  of  estitblisbing  a  new  bank,  W»J 
sure  to  the  United  States  a  prodentaad  nm^ 
managemeot  of  tbe  mon^  whieh  it  i»  P'^'^ 
to  confide  lo  the. direction  of. the  Prc8ide^»J|; 
rectors,  and  Company  of  the  Uoiied  States'  WWi 
which,  it  is  aekndwiedged  by  the  genilemaa  W^ 
la,  (Mr.  £VPM,)  has  hitherto  been  *»• 


Bff9») 


Virginia, 

aged  with  great  propriety. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BPW 
stated  tMt  this  tjuestion  Was  ortginiWf  <lecw«J 
as  a  party  queation.  In  this'-  the-  8^^"^^! 
certainly  mistaken.  It  was  not  orig«««!'?f^^ 
sidered  a  parly  qnestlon.  Jn  order  ip  »«.l»*Jf  JT^ 
own/ mind  on  this  subject,  I  have  ««J'.*^uieh 
Jounial  of  Congress  for  the  year  1791;  ws 
has  been  explained  to  me  by  tbe  g^f^^^^^^"^ 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.^ACOW,)  the  oldest  iBei»«^ 

in  this  Hou?e.    And  I  €nd  there  were.  ^^"^^'^^ 


votes  in  ibvor  of  the  babk  origioallj; 


ni^tfen 


eleven  were  Republican';  and  of  'f*  2JjL&|< 
wh#^  V04«d  against  ii,  six  wave  Fedenl*    i  ** 
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Jaikust,  leif. 


Mmfk  of  ike  United  Sftatm. 


H*  ^jfT*!!* 


pfowf  withofit  doQbt  that  this  qaestion  was  oot 
decided  by  fMrty  prinpiples.    But  why,  I  ask,  are 
such  onceasingeiTorts  oade  to  prove  this  a  |Mirly 
flueation  1    h  the  fe'otleman  from  Vicgiaia^XMr. 
Sppbs,)  who^  ai^omeDttm  thTs  sabjcet  w«f  di- 
reeled  prineipally  to  this  p^'nt^  fearful  •of  a  dirah- 
nutioa  of  his  customary  weight  io  the  scale;  of 
4iae«BfioOyer  of  the  huaplcieacy  of  his  rea^qoiog 
.and  •rgmnentaiire  powers  to  diww  his  friends 
"With  him  on  this  qucatioD  ?    And  U  he  therefore 
oompeifed  ta  resort  to  this  argument,  as  ajBDeaus 
of  wbippiag  into  the  track  tb^e,  who  are  dbposed 
to  obey  the  boa^t  a«Dftf  tt«Dsof  their  owo  judj^* 
neDts  ?    If  such  be  bi8.objeet,  I  oaa  ooly^say  for 
MfBeiff  tbai  I  am  drawn  along' witl^  that  gentle- 
man,  by  the  cords  of  reasoo,  p9Ucy,^bd  eommpn 
.senile  alone.    And,  where  theae  are  teo  weak,  1 
cMinot  bp  sedtieed  from  my  own  opinion,  by  tbe 
iMcinating  eloquence  of  any.  maflT,  or  any  sys- 
tem of  proscription  or  denuneiatioo,  however  for-, 
midable  it  may  be  eitber  in  plan  or  operation.    ' 
It  has  been  fashionable  for  ^ntleman  on>  this 
floor,  when  speaking  of  party,  to  declare  tfaey 
were  not  party  men.    But,  six,  I  «eknowle0g^  1 
am  a  putty  man.'  And  I  ha^e  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  I  belong, to  the  people's  party.    It 
is  for  the  promotion  of  the  hjBipnioess.and  pros* 
perity  of , the  people  bf  KentucKy  in  particular, 
md  of  the  whole  United  States  m  geperal,  that 
my  seryicea  are  rendered  in  this  House.    Apd  if 
on  this  or  any  Other  occasiop,  the  true  interests 
of  the  people  of  Kentucky  have  been  misunder- 
stood by  me,  ^hey  Will^  as  I  know  they  can,  se- 
lect from  among  themselves  some  individual  pos- 
sessing more  wisdom  to  perceive,  and  an  inclina- 
tion to  pursue  the  means  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interest,  happiness^and  increasing  pros- 
perity of  my  country.    And  should  they  adopt 
such  a  measure  as  salutary  or  expedientv  their  de- 
cision would  receive  my  mo%t  sincere  respect  nnd 
acquiescence.       ^  .       >    . 

it  js  for  the  protection  and  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  of  my  country^  and  of  'my  consiil- 
«ciHs,  cbat  I  have  again  presented  myself  before 
'  tkia  House,  to  given  last  and  perba^ps  a  HeMble 
view  of  the  impolicy  nnd  the  deleieriens.eonsa- 
qoettcas  of  tbe  act  wbich  I  fear  is  now  abont  lb 
l^edone. 

Bd^e  I  sit  down,  permit  me  to  advise  iny  pb- 

Hticaf  friends',  who  vote  With  ntroQ  this  occasion, 

(far  I  bava  no  right  to  administer  kdvioe  to  oth- 

«cea.)  tosnfier  the  decisiv^! vote  now  to  betaken 

im  this  gieat  mnd  much  agitated  jineslioi).    We 

bnye  given  this  bill  all  thi  support  cnnstttatlnn- 

«Uy  within  our  power;  (etibe  majority,  if  against 

us,  DOW  decide,  srnd  take  on  tbfmseives  that  aw- 

fiii  weJ^t  of  responsibility,  which  awaits  their 

decision.    And  if  the  affections  of  the  people 

should,  on  flceoant  bf  the  frequent  appeals  made^ 

to  their  passions  and  prejudices,  rfecedefor  a  mo- 

-nent,  from  us,  it  cannotbut  be  to  us  a  consolatory 

veieetlen,  that  w:e  have  discharged,  with  boHesty 

and  fidelity,  our  duty  to  our  country.    And  that 

when  reason  and  reflection  may-have  resumed  once 

more  their  efmpire,  we  will  again  be  surrounded 

with  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  people. 


Messrs.  8.1IILIB  and  Maoon  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  indefinite  postponenHent  of  the  bill,  and  Mr* 
Q,cnifoyagain«t^it. 

About  five  o'clock  the  question  wi^^  taken,  and 
carried  in  the  afi[ir|^ative^yeas  65,  nays  64,  as 
follows:  * 

YsAS— Lernnel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  BAobn,  David  Qard,  William  T.  Blurry,  Bniwell, 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb.  Adam  Bpyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WilHam  Botler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langddn  Cbsi^es, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  M^illiam  Crawford, 
Richard  CutU,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwya*  fidwin 
Gray,  James  Holland*  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Ai^roh  ^yle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKinley,  Bamuel  L.  Mhehill,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore;  Thbrnas  Moore,  Jeremiril 
Morrow,  Gnrdon  8.  Mnmford,  Thdmas  Newton,  John 
l^ortOT,  P^ier  B.  Porter,  John  Reaof  iPenn.,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Matthiss  Richards,  flamnel  Ringgold, 
Jeha  Roane,  £b«Kcsr  tiage,  Lemnel  Bawy^r,  Eben- 
ener  Seavir.  AdanitSeyb^rt,  John  Smilie,  George  toitb» 
daaMfek.dmith,  &«9Kf  aoytbard,  George  M.  Tieupt 
Chai^  Turner,  jr.,  Ar^ibald  Van  Horn,  Jiohevt 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Wijan,  Rohest 
Withenpoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

N^TS^ioaeph  Allen,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Abijab 
Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Jcjfan 
Campheli;  /ohn  G.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlia, 
Epai^oditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Dayenport,  junior,  Vfilliam'  Ely,  James  Emptt,  Wil- 
liam  Pindley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barent  Gardcnier,  David 
8.  Garland;  Charles  Qolddborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
WUliam  Halej  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hofty, 
Ebenexer  Hunting:tDn,  Rlchanl  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  ^Knickerbaoker,  Jo- 
eeph  Lewis,  jun;,  Rebeil  I-e  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent 
IMatthewB,  Archibald  McBryde,9amiiel  McKee,  Peas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley, 
Themas  NewboW,  John  Nioholaan,- Jaseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Tin^othy  Pitkin,  juun  BU- 
eha  R.  Potter  Jeaiah  4)uiney,  John  Rindolph^  Tbom- 
as  Sammdns,  John  A.^ndder,  Samuel  ^aw«  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Sotitb,  Rii:hard  Stanford, 
John  ,Stanl^«  .James  Stephenson,  liswi^  B.  Stnrges, 
Jacob  Swoope.  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallm^ge, 
John  Thompson,.  Nicholas  Van  Pvke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

And  ^hen  the  Honse  adjourned  uAtU  to-mnrriMr 
mokning  eleven  o'clock. 

FainAT,  January  25. 

The  bill  ^to  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  nn- 
tborizing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  P.  Fosdick 
from  bis  imprisonment,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  MiHi?,^  was  read  twice^nd 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hast 
mentioned.  ^  .        ^ 

Mr.  JoBN  PoRTWi  presented  a  petition  of  snn- 
>  dry  inbabttnnta  of  Philadelpbla,4atbe  same  effeet 
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wiib  the  peUtioD  of  the  Sysod  of  Pittsburg,  pre- 
sented the  fuurth  iosiaat;  which  was  read. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OT  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  &  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  several  bills  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  brll  for  cpntinuinff  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria  was  first  taken  up,and  gone  throug^h 
without  oppo5kion. 

The  bill  to  ipcorporate  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, was  next  taken  up,    '  ^ 

Various  amendments  were  proposed,  &c. 

Mr.  Root  said,  that  this  biU  propased . a  con- 
tract between  the  Qovernment  and  individuals. 
If  any  advantage  was  to  accrue  from  it  to  the 
individuals  on  the  one  part,  it  ought  ftUo  to  ac- 
<irue  reciprocally  to  ihe  Government.    Unquet 


crue  reciprocally  10  *ne  uovernment.    Y°<i"«f;  lao  much  impoftance  throligli  ike  iTouse  oa  om 
UuDably,the  grant  c^a  charter  to  the  bank  would   ^         ^^  ^^^4  ..  ^^^^, 
raise  the  value  of  their  sto<ik  very  considerably,   ^.^uh 


He  therefiore  moved  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

-  Andfr€vid9d,  (^ao^  That  the  Premdent  andi  Dircet- 
ors  of  said  Baak  shall  pay  to  the  Commissionen  of  the 
City  of  .Washington  the  snm  of  Afty  thousand  dollars, 
foft  the  improvement  of  roads  and  bridges  in  said 

Mr«  Van  Hork  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  saj  anything  in  opposition  to 
this  motion,  but  he  would  state  how  Maryland 
kad  managed  matters  of  this  kind.  Instead  of 
requiring  a  bdnus  fron(i  the  banks,  they  had^'gen- 
erally  becqme  subscribers  to  their  stock..  Virgi* 
nia  W84  also  a  stockholder  in  her  bank.  On  each 
side  of  the  District,  therefore,  the  States  bad  nqi 
only  incorporated  oanks  without  receiving  pre- 
miums therefor,  but  had  assisted  their  citizens  in 
establisbio2  banks.  As  to  the  (ax  proposed  to  be 
levied  on  the  District,  Mr*  Van  H.  said,  he' hoped 
the  House  were  so  strongly 'impressed  With  a 
aeaae  of'the  justice  due  to  the  Diatritt,  that  they 
would  not  accede  to-th€  proposition.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  District  had  no  other  body  than  Con- 
gress to  whom  they-  could  look  for  that  attention 
to  fheir  welfare,  which  other  parts  of  the  Union 
experienced  from  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  feit  very  little  disposition, 
to  intetrere  inthis  business;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
there  rou%t  be  something  improper  in  the  amend- 
ment ;  for,  from  whaV  tney  had  lately  heard  of 
the  benefits  of  a  bank,  the  Cbvemmen^  ought  to 
pay  the  stockholders  fiftf  thousand  dollars  (br  the 
institution  of  the  bank,  instead  of  the  stockhold- 
ers paying  them. 

Mr.  Root  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  leave 
the  sum  blank.  The  conduct  of  Maryland  cbiffht 
influeuce  ,the  ffentleman  )from  Maryland  in  his 
vote ;  but  the  Legishiture  of  New  York  had  taken 
the  boon,  had  received  money  for  giving  char- 
ters, and  applied  it  to  useful  purposes,  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  common  school.  But  even  Maryland 
derived  a  profit  from, the  course  it  took,  because 
it  had  the  privilege  of  receiving  a  profit  on  so 
much  of  their  stock,  without  any  of  the  trouble. 
In  no  case,  however,  had  heretofore  oQcurred  an 
opportunity,  now  ofifered,  to  set  the  example  in  re- 


lation to  all  the  banks  in  ihe  Distriot,  except  tke 
Baofk  of  Columbia,  and  the  same  course  might 
be  pursued  with  it  when  its  charter  expired.  Mr. 
R,  said-  he  did  not  wish  to  compel  tnem  tote- 
cept'chartei^,  for  if  they  dfd  not  choose  to  lecept 
them,  they  might  go  qn,  as  hitherto,  witknt 
them. 

Mr.LovB  and  Mr.  Wright  also  spoke  agaioa 
the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Hollaiio,  in  favor  of  ii 

The  amendment  was  negfUived-^?  to  29. 

The  bill  wa?  gone  thirough,  as  also  were  tk 
bills  to  incorpomte  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  (W 
Fartners'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  the  Usiw 
Bank  of  Georfetown.    - 

The  Commiuea  rose,  and  reported  the  bilk lo 
the  House.  ^     , 

Mr.  Smiub  protected  againit  hurrying  biUsof 


carried. 


journment,  which  wu 


Saturoat,  January  26. 

Anpther  member,  to  wit:  from  MassacboselU, 
EowARj)  St.  Lob  LivfiRM0R&,  appeared,  aad  took 
his  seat. 

.  A  motion  was  ihade  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter  thtt 
the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  qoestioD  be 
itkf  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  oe^ 
auve--yeas  17,  najrs  61. 

Mr.  Bassett  laid  on  the  table  the  followiog 
preamble  and  resolution  of  the  Legislature  m 
Virginia: 

«  The  General  Assembly,  qi  Virginia  view  with  flie 
most  serious  couceni  the  late  attempts  which  hate  beca 
made  to  obtain  ftom  Congress  a  renewal  of  the  char* 
ter  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sfatei : 

<<  This  Assembly"  are  deeply  ihipressed  with  the  coo- 
fiction  that  the  original  grant  of  that  charter  wu  oi' 
constitutional;  that  Congress  have  no  power  whateW 
to  renew  it ;  and  that  the  exercise  or  sack  a  powa 
would  be  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  a  daagen* 
•encroachment  on  Uie  sovereignty  of  die  States;  Thlr^ 

«<  Ri$Qh^  That  the  Benaton  of  this  Statei  n  At 
Congress  of  the  United  JStates,.  be  instfoeted,  sad  m 
Representatives  most  eameetly  requested,  in  the  tf*" 
cotion  of  their  duties,  a^  fiuthAil  R^iresentatiws*! 
their  country,  to  ^se  their  best  eflbrts  in  opposiof.  bT 
every  means  in  their,  power,  the  reoewal  of  the  obtf* 
tto  of.the  Bant  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbb.  the  House  resolTCjl 
itself  into  a  Comniittee-of  the  Whole,  on  the  W 
making  appropriations  for  ^ha  support  d  w^ 
Military  Establiahment  fbt  the  year  1811;  UK 
bill  making  appropHations  for  the  support  of  toe 
Naval  Estitblishment  of  the  Uaited  States  for 
the  year  18U;  and  the  bill  lor  the  support « 
Qovcrnment  for  1811.  These  blNs  were  stveraliy 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  be  ea- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Bpijcj 
pal  Church  of  Alexandria  was  ordered  toa  thira 
reading. 


^ 


The  last  report  of  the  Secretary  H)f  ih«  Tr^«' 
,  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni^ 
tataa,  cootaining  a  a^jmetioa  relatire  co  im» 
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supposed  currency  of  the!  ttotes  oflhe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  po5terior  to  the  expiration  of  the 
charter,  made  on  Thursday,  wa?  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Babrt  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Fayette  county,  in  Kentuelty,  prat- 
ing the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Barht  also  presented  a  netillon  of  the  me- 
clkanics  and  mantnacttirers  of  Lexington  in  Ken- 
tucky, praying  the  patrona|;e  and  aid  of  Congress 
in  the  various  manufacturing  establishments  erect- 
ed within  the  United  States;— Referred  4o  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  M^nQfactures.  . 

The  following  Messc^e  from  the  Fresideot  of 
the  United  States,  received  yesterday,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Houu  ({f  ^epre9€nUUivt8  of  (he  United  States  .* 
I  transmit  to  ttU  House  of  lleprcsentatives  a  report 
of  the  Snperiniendcnt  of  the  City,  stating  the  expen- 
ditures under^the  act  of  April  28,  1810/ for  the  better. 
accoouBodation  of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  Patent 
Office,  and  for  other  puipoees.   * 

JAMES  MADI80I«'.    ' 
jAHVAax  lb,  181 U 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from  J.  Brooks,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
aenting,  for  the  informatiod  of  the  Government, 
anndry.  papers  in  relation  to  the  falls  uf  the  river 
Ohio,  and  soliciting  that  the)|^  may  meet  with 
auch  attention  and  consider^ton  as  the  impor-, 
tanc^  of  the  subject  may  seem  to  requife;  which 
letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  MoNTQOMBRY  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inbabitanto  of  Cecil  county^  in  the  State  of^ 
Maryland,  praying  the  attention  and  assistance 
of  the  National  Legislature  to  the  comnletion  of 
Ike  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal;  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  vfchole  House 
00  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitle  ^'An  act  au-' 
tborizing  tbe.sale  ind  grant  pf  a  certain  quantity 
of  public  land  to  the  (Jheisapeake  and  Delaware 
Caoal  Company."  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jcnninos, 

Remdved,  That  the  Committee  o|i  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instrupted  to  io- 
qttire  into  the  expediency  of  vestingt^e  township 
of  land  in  the  district  of  Vipcennes,  located  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  support  of 
a  seroinanr  of  learniog,  in  the  LegisUture  of  th^ 
Indiana  Territory,  or  in  some  oth^r  body  politic, 
and  their  successors,  for  the  purpose  for  wt^ich 
the  same  was  reserved  and  located. 

Mr.  PoimdextKr  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
the  extension  of  pre-emption  rights  to  such  per- 
sons as  have  unavoidably  been  compelled  to  settle 
on  landiT  beloujging  to  the  United  States  within 
the  said  Territory,;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Landn. 

Mr.  Roof,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tt  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Eppss  presented  to  the  Uoote  two  letters 


from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv.  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  M^ans,  transmitting  sundry 
additional  estimatesof  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year.    . 

An  engrossed  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Lewis 
Grantj  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant  Davidson,  Wasr^ad 
t^he  third  tim.e.  and  passed. 

Monday,  January  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  froth  Massachusetts, 
Ezet;i£L  WhitmaNj  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MeBaTnE; 

Besolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Publte 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing^  by  law,  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, to  ascertain' and  settle  the  claims  to  hind 
in  that  tract  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  beei^ 
extinguished,  lying  within  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
South  and  West  of  the  line  established  betwee|;i 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Tepnessee,  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  bearinjf  date  the  eighteenth 
of  April,  1806,  commonly  called  the  Congression- 
al Reker  ye;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mqbrov  also  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  third  township  of  the 
eighth  range  in  Washington  county.  State  ot 
Ohio,  praying  that  the  number  tweaty-six  of  tha 
said  township  may  be  granted  them  for  religious 
purposes. — Referred  to  the-  Committee  on  tha 
ruhlic  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Sbybbrt, 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause 
to  be  Vepr)nted,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  the 
usual  ni;imber  of  copies  of  "A  list  of  the, names 
of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new  or  usefol 
art,  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom 
patents  have  is>sued  for  the  same,  from  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  prior  to  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  January,  1805,  with  the  dates  and 
general  objects  of  such  patents,''  which  list  was 
communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  twepty^third  dBy  of  Jaiiuary  afore- 
said. 

.  Mr.  JfiMNiNOa  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
iahabilanis  of  the  lodiAna  Territory,  praying  that 
a  road  may  be  opened  and  made  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  Statie^  from  JfeffersOaviUe^  in  teid 
Territory,  to  Detroit^  ia  Micbigna  Tecritory.-^ 
Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  JERNNfoa,  Mr.  Samobl  Smith,  and  Mr. 
SouDDBB  were  appointed  the  said,  committee. 
EiTENSION  OP  PATENT  RIGHTS, 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  cbmmittee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Tyler,  jr.,  and  John  Tyler,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tha 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the 
encourageiiient  of  learning  and  the  promotion  of 
the  useful  arts.  ,    ^ 

The  report  b  as  follows  : 

These  persons  state  that,  prior  to  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1800,  Benjatniii  Tyler  had  made  a  useful  inven- 
tioa  in  tha  manner  of  constructing  niill|iJar  grinding 
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Qf  wheat  and  other  grain.  On  that  dty  he  obtained 
letters  patent,  according  to  law,  for  the  same.  He  %$- 
terwarii  made  an  'assignment  of  the  same,  in  dueform» 
to  the  petitioners. 

They  further  represent  the  necessity  they  felt  to  at- 
temjpt  the  protection  of  their  right,  by  bringing  a  suit 
atgam^t  one  of  the  several  persons  who  had  violated 
their  privileges.  They  believe  the  defendant  to'  hstve 
been  supported  by  a  combination  of  interested  men. 
By  the  operation  of  yarions  dilatory  measures,  the  60- 
tien,  though  brought  on  in  1804,  was  protracted  antil 
1810,  and  eventually  a  verdict,  which  had  been;  given 
for  the  plaintifil  wast  fet  aside  by^  the  couit.  The  «x- 
ponies  $ikd  costs  incurred  ^hy  the  petitioners^  in  the 
oouise  and  event  of  theie  proceedings,  were  v^y  op- 
pressive. ^ 

Bat  this  was  not  all.  ,  During  ^  time  this  law-suit 
lasted,  tfte  reality  of  their  alleged  and  patented  inven- 
tion became  suspected,  and  n^isrepresentations  were 
industriously  prosecuted  against  it,  jto  a  great  extent, 
and  th^  thenshy  suffered  grievpus  inconvenience  and 
injury.  -* 

There,  was  yet  another  aggravation  of  their  pase. 
The  patent  being  limited,  by,  the  very^terms  of  its  grant, 
to  fourteen  years,  ipproach^s  the  term  of  expiration; 
at  that  time,  the  whole  benefit  of  the  invention  will  be 
lost  to  the  inventor,  and  his  assignees ;  and  they  re- 
quest  that,  under  the  extreme  hardship  of  their  situa- 
tion, involved  in  eontcoversy,  deprived  ortime^axhiiust- 
•d  of  money,  periecuted  l>y  opposition,  and  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations,  aggravated  by  the  isfaortneMi 
of  their  patent's  duration,  tbey  m^j  be  indulged  with 
a  renewal  of  their  pritileges  for  another  terin  of  four- 
teen years,  by  a  soecial  statute  in  thei^r  fovor. 

By  various  and  rtepectable  testimonials,  adconpa- 
nying  the  memorial,  it  appears  that  tb^  improvement 
under  consideration,  known  by  the  name  of  "Tyler'sr 
patent  wry-fly  wheel,"  has  been  found  to  be  ^ery  use- 
fuUn  ,the  mechanism  of  corn,  ilnd  wheat,  and  paper 
nliUs. '  It  is  simple  and  cheap  in  jts  construction ;  less 
liable  to  want  repairs ;  and  more  secure  from  the  ac- 
tion of  frost ;  while  it  combines  strength  with. celerity^ 
of  motion,' supersedes  the  necessity  of  the  large  water^ 
wheel  and  ordinary  cog-wheehr,  and  performs  the  same 
Work  with  half  the  water  that  is  required  for  aft  under- 
shot wheel."   ' 

Jhe  oommittee,  on  weighing  these  several  matters, 
are  of  opinipn  that  the  case  of  the  petitioners  comes 
within  the  spirit  of  the  prdvisioxk  contained  in  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  benefit  of  intentora  and  discoveren.. 
The  merit  of  the  applioation  is  enhanced  by  the  tedi- 
oiBs  and  expensive  law-suits  in  which  lie  hte  the  niia- 
fortone  to  he  entangled.  It  is»  at  the  ^ameiime,  very 
quesUonable,  whether  Congress  ought  to  ihdulge  the 
pourtice,  abna4y  began,  of  legislating  upon  individual 
eases.  It  wopl^  be  more  eoiveet  and  oonveaieni  to 
provide  for  th^^^n^wal  of  lettera  patent  by  a  general 
regulation.  There  will  be  no  end  to  applications  of 
this  kind,  while  the  patent  laws,  remain  in  their  pres- 
ent imperfect  state ;  while,  by  a  discreet  and  early  re- 
vision of  them;  this  and  mil  other  eimilar  cases,  may  be 
^dlyeomprehended;  By  this me^ns  sound  legislaaon 
will  most  effifictually  subserve  the  interest  of  Ah9  citi-^ 
lea.  A, mode  of  renewal  has  alraady  been  recom- 
mended, and  forms  a  dictinct  section  of  the  *<  bill  for 
the  encouragement  of  learnings  and  the  promotion  of 
the  useful  arts,"  now  lying  in  Committee  of  the  wh^le 
HoKise.  It  ii,  therefore,  recommended  to  agree  to  the^ 
following  resolutions : 


Resoiettk  That  ih&'  request  af  tha  petitioQen  ii  m- 
sonable,  and  ought  to  he  granted. 

Rejoined,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  bj  Itw, 
for  the  renewal  of  letters  patent^  in  fovor  of  inTeoton 
ai|d  discoverers^  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  inalEiQ^aDpropriatioQs  for  the  soi^rt 
of  the  Military  Pstabli:ih[DeQi  for  the  year  1811  ; 
the  bill  making  appropriatibo^  for  the  lupporlot 
the  Nayy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1811; 
the  bill  maUog  appropriatians  for  the  supfwrt  of 
Govern ment-for  the  year  1.811 ;  the  .bill  for  ioen- 
poratinff  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chareh  of 
Alexandria;  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
aad  passed* 

DNADII^STBD  BALANCEei 

Mr.  Swport:  offered  the  followipg  resolatioa: 
'  Ruolvtd^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trearaiyiie 
directedto  inform  the  House  whether  any,  and,  if  aoy, 
whatvstepsfiave  been  taken  to  ^eeX  a  settlement  it 
the  Treamiry  Department  ef  the  aeooaati  of  Joel 
Barlpw,  late  Acent  at  Algiers^  ^nd  Charies  PiiMkoff, 
late  Mipister toSpain,  and wliat  amount  of  ajiliqBidt»> 
ed  balances  remains'  on  the  books  of  the  IVimy 
againet  the  laid  Joel  Bariow. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  lie  had  no  ohjf^tion  to  (be  res- 
olution, as  far  m  it  went,  6ut  that  other  iteifis 
might  be,  with  proj^riety,  added  to  it.  ToiHov 
time  to  prepare  such  an  amendment,  a^appeiRd 
to  him  proper,  he  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  ttlWe. 

Mr.  SwooPB  ^id,,  he  had  do  objection  w  io* 
quire  into  other  causes  of  delinqoenejr,  bo(  m 
had  a  partjcalar  view  to  these  two.  lartectte 
of  Mr.  Pinckriey  hedid  not  know  that  the hwtec 
against  hkn  would  be  increased  ;  but,  io  retttion 
lb  Mr^  Barlow,  he  had  been  itfformed  im^^J 
Vrould  appear  tlUit  the  balance  agaiB8tV«n» 
^860,000  now  standiDg,'Wpuld  be  increased  bjrij 
addillonfil  amount  of  $370,000.  He  ytw  oppwj 
to  the  fesolutioD  lying  on  the  table,  sod  wisW 
the  gentleman  to  offer  his  amendment  tt  tMS 
time.  ,  . 

'  Mr.  Bacon  stid  it  was  rather  bard  to  he  csliw 
on  at  this  moment  to  act  upon  the  resoloiion.iw 
to  extract,  fr^m  so  long  a  list  of  defaolters,  Ifc^ 
cases  which  he  deemed  most  proper  to  be  inqo'fe** 
into.  Whatever  knowledge  the  ge'^^^^vj"? 
Virginia  might  have  acquired  from  ooM-dow 
informants,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  liad  n««e  such,  m 
^ouW  not,  at  a  moment's  notice,  preptre  tw 
amendment  which  he  wished  to  propose. 

Mr.  duiif  CT  said,  if  any  benefit  could  a"f' 'J" 
the  motion's  lying  on  the  table,  he  ^^^^J^ 
to  it,  but,  becau^  it  was  desirable  td  f*^'?! 
iqqmry,  was  no  reason  why  this  resoloiion  sww 
pot  he  adopted.  It  was,.io  np'instaneejS  f^Pj^ 
reason  against  entering  into  aa  iaqwr^*?  j|. 
lion  to  oqe  individual,  that  others  were  imp 

^*Mr!  MiTCHiLL  was.in  favor  of  the  nso\m^^ 
lying  on  the-taWe,  not  that  he  had  any  «^*^Jj'^ 
to  the  inquirf  into  the  conduct  of  ^^^*^^  ^f 
men,  or  any  other,  in  relation  to  expenditure*  ^^ 
the  public  taoney.  He  wished  lime,  I^^^J  5^5. 
judge  whether  it  was  proper  or  not.  *"j.lj,j| 
ject  had  beenlong  before  the -public  eye  wh 
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veqalriog  ioquiry,  wad  bt  wiihe^  to  MCtrtaiii 
whether  it  was  now  oeoessnry  or  n<i(t. 

Mr.  Sbbppvt  believed  the  ioquirf  oaght  to 
9m}amct  not  ooW  thepefson*  aamed,  but  all  oth< 
ers  to  whom  bdaaOn  were  reported  to  be  doe. 
And,  if  it  was  io  order,  be  thoiikl  move  mn 
avModmeat  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Ma«oii  said  it  was  bot  reasonable  to  rote 
for  the  BMrtioa  of  the  geoUeiDaQ  from  Massaebo- 
setts,  who  wished  the  resolatioD  to  lie  on  the  table 
tiiat  he  mif ht  have  time  to  prepare  an  mpeod* 
ment.  This  was  no  great  kidolgeace^  for  ir  was 
nrhai  took  pbee  every  day  in  the  Hoiise.  At  for 
kimseif,  Mr.  M.  saiiK  he  should  like  to  know  the 
•late  of  all  thoae  balanoes.  Wherever  ah y thing 
was  doe,  and  payments  withheld,  suits  ought  to 
be  eommenced. 

Mr.  Baoon  withdrew  his;  motion  to  lie  on  the 
table,  wich  a  view  to  admit  Mr.  SnKmT's 
•mendment. 

Mr.  Sbkppbt  then  moved  to  strike  oat  so  mueh 
of  the  resolatioo  as  alludes,  by  name,  to  Messrs. 
Barlow  andPiitckney,  aad  insert  the  folk>wiog : 

**  The  several  persons  employed  in  the  serviee  of  the 
United  States  abroad,  introsted  with  paMio  money, 
•gainst  whom  balanoes  appear  on^  the  books  of  the 
TresKiry  DepartmenU" 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  in  ibvOr,  of  the  proposed 
wneodmeot.  He  said  gentlemen  would  recollect 
tbe.aecoonls  of  Tobias  Lear,  Wbien  were  laid 
before  the  House  some  tinie  aco^  which  were  (he 
moot  extraordinary  aoeounts  he  bad  ever  keen. 
•ml  of  %hich  he  did  not  believe  the  piiljlie  had 
amy  idea,  before  they  were  pubtivfied,'  A  large 
sum  was  now  charged,  in  the  Comptroller's  re- 
port, to  the  debit  of  Mr.  Lear.  Mr.  P.  said^-  he 
WMhed  to  know  whether  these  accounts,  to  a  large 
annooni:,  had  passed  the  Treasury;  1>ecause,  if 
th^y  had^  the  sub|eot  certainly  required  tlie' inter- 
position of  the  House,  k  was  true,  that  the  ac- 
counts of  ascats  abroad  could  not  be  Settled  so 
oxpedUioosly  as  those  at  home,  but  it  watf  proper 
that  the  House  sbonld  (loow  how  and  when  they 
were  settled.  The  amoont  of  money  expended 
by  the  United  States  along  (he  coast  of  Barbery 
.had  been  immensh;.aod,  if  the  accounts  of  Mr< 


particular  individnal,  they  could'  not  do  better 
than  to  load  the  ioquiry  with  a  crowd  of  other 
matters  not  at  all  relating  to  it.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  vote  for  this  informatioo,  if  f)roposed 
separately^ -}  but  he  ^as  averse  to  connettiiig  with 
this  particular  resolution  any  general  inquiry  emr 
bracings  variety  of  objects.    -  .    ^ 

Mr.  Eppes  said  that  he  was  misimderstood,  if 
it  was  supposed  he  intended,  by  his  motion,  to 
screen  any  person  from  inquiry. 

Mr.  Qjjin(;t  said,  ^e  had  not  attributed  such  an 
intention  to  him. 

Mr.  fippfis .  continued.— If  any  inquiry  waa 
made,  what  ought  it  to  be?  Were  Joel  Barlow - 
pr  Charles  Pinckney  the  only  persons  against 
whona  balances  were  reported  ?  No ;  there  waa 
a  volume  of  ^ch  cases.  A  geatleman  came  for- 
ward, and,  instead  of  taking  the  whole,  had  ae- 
ieeted  two^ individuals  for  inqniry.  Mr.  E.  did 
not  consider  thi(  a  proper  bourse  of  i^roceeding ; 
ibr  certainly  any  inquiry  on  the  subject  o.ught  to 
embracf»  all  ^the  cases.  The/e  waa.aootber  objqp- 
lion  to  this  inquiry ;  because  ^very  one  knew  that 
these  sum3  were  not  due  by  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  debited.  It  waa  not  aiz  months  since 
a. balance  much  larger  .than  the  amount  in  this, 
case,  was  exhibited  against  Timothjr  Pickering, 
which,  however,  had  since  been  adjusted.  No 
doubt  these  moneys  had  all  been  accounted  for, 
but  no  final  settlement  bad  yet  taken  place.  Mr. 
E«  thought  the. amendment  of  his  colleague  per- 
fectly riebt,  because  it  proposed  to  pass  in  review 
the  whole  of  the^casea.  ' 

Mtv  Piokmaii  moved  that  the  subject  sho4ld 
lie  on  the  table,  because  it  appeared.to  him  to  be 
leading  to  a  diaeuesion  whkh  would  occupy  the 
day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
was  ordi^red-to  lie  on  the  table^ 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  House  resumed 
^he  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
of  the  Whole  on  bills  for  incorporating  several 
badks  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  move4  to  recommit  the  bills  to 

ia 


:r — , 1    ''      T.i  J   ■-  ■    .        J. Mr.  ivANOOLPH  moveu  io  recuuiuiii  wic  una  » 

Messrs.  RAiiDOLJ>H 


atfttement  of  all  theae  balances,  and  thefefore  had 

«K>ved  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Sppcs  said,  that  he  too  wished  to  aae  all 

theae  aceonats,  and  aleo  another  item*  via :  the 

aecovnt  of  the  expenses  attending  the  irst  treaty. 

with  Algiers.    If  the  information  he  had  in  rela- 

tiofi  so  It  was  correct,  it  would  be  fouad  that 
there  had  been,  aad^  that  treaty,  some  expendi- 
tnrea  of  a  more  extraordrnhry  kind  than  any"  ia 
modem  times.  He.  therefore,  moved  to  add  to 
the  amendment  ot  Mr.  Sbefpet  the  foUowiag 

'wofd$:  ''And  also  the  expenses  at  the  treaty 
with  Algiers." 

Mr.  joiner  was  opposed  to  the  motions  for 
•meadment,  and  that  on  ik  general  principle.  He 
had  no  objection  to  call  for  the  information  ,they 
embraced  -,  but,  if  it  waa  the  wish  of  the  Hoose 
fo  pfevent  specific  taqniry  into  the  eondaet  of  a 
nth  Con.  3d  Ssss.— 87 


Smilie,  Bacon,  Cbbvecl 
and  SriUf  LET,  supported  the  recommitment,  ana 
Messra,  L^wis,  Lovb»  Key,  Van  Horn,  Shbf- 
PBY-  GH0I.S0N,  and  Wbiobt,  opposed  it. 

Mr.  SBEFFkV  called  for  a  division  of  thequos^ 
tion  en  the  motiooj  so  as  to  take  the  question 
separately  on  the  recominitment  of  the  bill  fpr 
the  extension*  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank '  6t 
Alexandria. 

Go  the  iquestioo.  there  were  for  recbqimitmeni}, 
43;  against  It,  53. 

The  questiott  was  next  taken  separately  on  ve- 
committing  the  rest  of  the  bills,  aad  carriisd,  by 
majorities  of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  Alexan- 
dria Bank  bill,  it  being  cether  a  late  hour,  (past 
four,)  the  House  adjourned.    ^        '       . 
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TuEsaAT,  January  29. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  seyenteenih  inscant,  presented  a  bill  nro?id»- 
ing  for  the  more  <conTenjent  taking  of  amda^ns 
and  bail  in  civil  caifses  depending  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Comnlittee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  next. 

A  motion  was  mad^  by  Mr.  HaVbr  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negati?e-^yeas 
19,  nays  59. 

Mr.  FisK  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  SocreCatj  of  State  cause  to  1>e 
printed,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  one  thousand  copies 
of  the  returtia  of  the  third  census,  as  soon  as  the>aiQe 
.  sball  be  received  at  the  Department  of  State. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  b^  post- 
poned until  Wednesday^  the  6rh  of  next  February. 

Mr.  EpPBfl,  from  the  Conunittee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  following^  section  as  a 
proper  amenoment  to  the  bill  '^supplementlil  to 
the  act  concerning  the  cotnmercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  Spates  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  for  other  purposes,"  Strike  out 
the  ninth  section  and  insert: 

**  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  vessel  owned 
wholly  hj  a  citizen  or  citizei^  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall,  have  depaVted  from  a  British  port,  prior 
to  the  second  day  of  'Febraary  next,  and  no  mer* 
chandise  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  imported  in  such  veseel,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure  or  fbrfeitare  on  account  of  any  infraction  of 
preaumeS  infraction^  of  th^  provisloiH  of  this  act  or  of 
the  act.to  whieh  this  aot  is  a  supplement." 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTIOK. 

Mr.  WRiOHT.-T^Believing,  as  I  do^  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  is  not  perfect,  ahd  as 
provision  is  made  in  the  body  of  the  rastrument  for 
amending  its  imperfections,  in  the  manner  therein 
prescribe.  I  feel  itan  imperious  duty  to  pro^)osean 
amendment  to  it.  Here  let  me  remark,  that  its  adop- 
tion was  opposed  by  the  patriots  or  America,  at 
the.  time  of  its  ratification,  because  of  omissions 
important  to  liberty.  It' had  not  guarded  agafn^t 
an  establishment  or  religion  \  it  hac|  not  securf?d  the 
rightof  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms;  it  had 
not  guarded  against  solaiers  being  quartered  in 
our  houses  in  time  of  peace,,  without  our  consent, 
it  had  not  guarded  against  warrants  b^ ing  issued 
without  oath ;  it  had  not  guarded  against  a  man's 
being  put  to  answer  without  previous  indictment; 
it  had  not  secured  the  criminal  in  the  trial  by 
jury ;  it  had  not  secured  the  trial  by  jury  in  cases 
of  common  law,  and  these  omissions  as  due  guards 
to  the  liberty  of  the  citizens  -stand  recorded  in 
these  ammidments  almost  eofeval  with  tbeinstru- 
meat.  The  terms  Federal  and  aoti-Federal  had 
their  ort^n  in  the  zeal  of  the  reapeative  parties 
at  that  time;  the  one  ^hisistinff  on  its  adoption 
with  all  these  imperfections  onita  head,  while  the 
other  insisted  on  these  amendments;  and  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me,  that  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendments  that  those  who  were  called  anti- 


Federals  were  really  the  Faderala,  the  Coostita- 
tion  being  perfected  by  Ihe  adoption  of  ihne 
amendments.  The  foregoing  amendments  test 
its  original  imperfection,  and  I  trust  will  lead  tiiis 
House  to  a^temperate  ejNtnaination  of , the  anead- 
ment  I  now  proposa  to.  aabmit. 

The  Amendment,  sir,  is  to  place  the  jodieiarf 
of  the  United  Btateaon  xhe  same  fauodatioo  tbit 
theBritisii  judiciiry  are  placed  by  thetilaws;  br 
enabling  the  President,  on  the  joint  address  of  tiu 
Senate  and  Hovse  of  ftepresentativeaof  theUii- 
ted  8tate&  to  reniova  m  judge. 

la  England  the  judges  held  their  coaoaissiofii 
duripff  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  till  the  tioieof 
CharUs  the  First,  when  the  Parlianeat  itDpoied 
upon '  the  Kins  tue  necessity  of  graBting  iban 
during  good  behaviour  ;^iil  ttien  ibe  Grovii,tstbe 
fountain  of  jualice,held  the  uncoatroUed  direetioo 
of'tbecommiasioos'of.tbe  judges.  Atthenne 
time,  sir,  the  High  Commission  Court  aod  Sar 
Chamber'  were  abolished.  In  the  thiriecotJiyeir 
of  William  the  Third,  the  judges,  by  lUtote, 
wore  to  hold  thetr  <;ommifiaion8  duriof  good  be 
haviour,  and  by  the  same  statute  they  mtjfbere 
moved  by, the  joint  address  of  both  Hoveiof 
Parliament;  and  here  let  noe  remark,  that oader 
that  tenure  and  responsibility,  ihe^Brniab  jqdiei* 
ary  have  attafned  a  celebrity  in  history  for  tbeir 
judicial  integrity  and  correctness  highly  boaoftble 
to  them,  and  which  this  amenilmeni,  I  foidif 
hope,  in  time;  may  eorrectly  atUch  to  tbe  judi- 
ciary of  the  United  States.  "There  area  niitis 
of  cases  where  the  exercise  of  this  poniriiijrbe 
necessary  for  thesafety4of  the  people,  wbiehoagbt 
to  be  the  supreme  law»  This  |K>wer,  I  uast,ww 
never  be  abused  by  the  American  CoBgfvs>  1 
do  not  lecoUeot  a  eas^  under  Jthe^ritiih  ^^ 
ment,  where  for  fifty  years  it  has  been  eierci«Wi 
ILDd.I  trust  we  shall  not  ascribe  to  oorselres  la  ib- 
disposition  to  the  correct  dlacharge  of  ihoiefsK* 
tion,  which  have  been  correctly  eiercised  or  rauer 
not  exeroiscd  at  all  for  fifty  years  by  the  Britub 
QovertiiQent. ,  If  in  England,  where  the  Ctotou 
hereditary,  the  Lords  hereditary  lind  forliie>*<^ 
the  Commons  fo»r  seven  years,  this  tenoreaidit' 
spnsibikty  hak  been  found  necessary,  itnut  lo 
this  QoveriHaent,  wbere  the  Presideat  \»Ut^^ 
years,  the  Senate  for  six,  and  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  two  Ttara,  tbis  judicial  tcttor«ti« 
responsibility  will  be  thougbt'expedieat,aBd(M( 
this  amendment  will  be  adopted  by  OQa|resi,|iir' 
ticolarly  aa  it  is  bat  a  preliminary  decisisi"^ 
U  must  be  submitted  to  the  Stales,  and  caatotr' 
iotooperatioa  but  by  the  codseat  of  thret*fsv^ 
of  the  United  Sutes.  F have  therefore dMMi|fa( 
fit  to  imbmit  thta  resolution,  and  hope  thf  it^°| 
assigned  will  induce  you  to  believe  tl^'^".*^! 
of  such  importance  to  the  nation  as  tosotitlei 
to  your  attention.  . 

Mr.  W.  then  aubmitted  the  followiog  w*>w 
tions: 

Reeohed  by  the  "Senate  and  Himee  ^  ^^H^^ 
Uvesof  the  qnited  States  of  America,  in  Cbarj 
aaeembled,  two-thHrde  of  both  ifaumtoaewr^^ 
the  following  section  be  snbinitted  to  die  I'^S*^'*^ 
of  the  several  States,  whieh  when  ratified  kyt^i^ 
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gisUtnrM  of  three-fotirtbs  of  (be  Stetefl,  shall  be  TtKd 
and  binding  ei  ft  pertef  tbe  Ooiittitiition  of  the  .United 
States: 

Reabhed^  That  tbe  j«dge%  betb  of  the  Snpreme  fnd 
Infenor  Courts,  may  be  remored  from  office  on  the  joint 
.SBddiess  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaeatatives  of 
<ke  United  dtatea.  ^        ' 

Tb€  Hdnse  refased  to  eoasider  the  motion^ 
46  to  38. 

BANK  OF  ALEXANDRIA.* 

Tbe  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit'* 
4ea  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  .for  reiocorporstibg 
the  Baok  of  Alezandricu 

Mr.  Fjsk  moved  4o  aip^d  the  bill-  so  as  to 
limit  it^  ddratioQ  to  tea  y^afs,  instead  of  twenty^ 
as  proposed.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MoNTOOMERT  moTed  to  amend  it  by  fry^ 
seittaga  elause,  providiog  that  the  discounts 
thereby  made  should  *^  never  exceed  twice  the 
amount  of  its  capital  stock  paid  iii*" — A-S^^^^  i<^* 

Mr.  KpoT  said  it  had  been  p^rhapis  correctly 
observed,  thdt  the  aveau^  to  the  Capitol  Were 
Wsec  with  petitioners  from  this  District,  with 
bills  and  briefs  ready  drawn  in  their  handjs.  ISTbo 
werejhei^e  petitioners^t  'The  wealthy  or  the 
populace,  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  district  t 
riot  the  latter ;  tney  did  not  attend  levees  and 
d^wijig-rooms,  or  give  dinners  and  parties.  They 
iRiere  aot  repre^nted  on  the  jloor.  He  now  rose 
9B  their  advocate.  He  was  for  doing  the  s^me 
ji^i^Uce  to  them  as  to  the  patriciaas.  After  re* 
.  jMattDg  the*  id^a  before  expected  by  him,  that 
all  oootraeta  should  be  reciprocal,  Mr  R.  pron 
posed  the  following  amendment  t9  ike  bill 


ktipronJei,  Thai  the  FresideM  and  Direetors  ^ 
the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  4tk  the  fiiat  Monday  in  iaau- 
mry  in  ererr  year,  dufing  the  opntiQuanfi  of  this  act, 
jf^j  to  the  MAvor  and  Commonalty  of  Alexandrta,  one 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said 
Sank,  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  free  schools  fbr 
lihe  instruction  of  children  of  every  description  in  the 
oonnty  of  Alexandria."  ,  ' 

.  This  amendment,  proposing  at  once  to  lay  a 
tax  and  make  ah  appropriation,  was,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Randolph,  declared  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  oat  of  order,  as  every  such  motioif  pust  bt 
firat  made  in  Committee,  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Root  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  the  express  view  of  making  the  amendment 
which  he  was  not ,  at  liberty  to  ofier  ii^  the 
House. 

f  Mr.  Smilie  said,  tliat  when  a  privilege  wa* 
granted,  there  ouffht  to  be  an  equivalent  in  re- 
turn* Why  should  it  be  thought  atrai^d  that^in 
this  instance  they  should  ask  something  in  re- 
torn  for  what  they  v^e  about  to  sive?  Was  it 
UDOsu^?  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
proposed  to  give  a  bonus  for  a  renewal  of  its 
eharter.  Mr.  S*  said  he  thought  banks  mis- 
chievous; but  if  we  must.be  saddled  with  them, 
yte  ought  to  make  the  best  of  them. 
r-  Mr.  Rbba  said,'  that  so  long  as  he  had  a  seat 
o«  U»  floor,  he  > should  neter  vote  to  niake  Con- 
gFCM  a  broker'tf ;:shop  foe  sellinjr  .bank  charters. 
The  bill  was  good  enough  for  hum  is  it  itoodc  It 


might  be  made  so  ^ood  by  these  ame'ndmeAts 
that  he  should  he  obliged  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Root  said,  he  felt  quite  indifferent  as  to 
^he  particular  application' of  the  money  to  be 
derived  from  the  bank  under  his  amendment,  so  that 
it  was  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  community.  He  had  understood  that  this 
bank  had  divided  about  nine  per  cent,  per  an- 
num; and  renewing  the  charter  would,  therefore, 
be  a  boon  tp  the  stockholders  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  p^r  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital.  The 
wealthy  of  the  District  were  about  to  have  a  sum 
of  money  bestowed  on  (hem;  and  surely  they 
might  relinquish  a  third  of  the  gift  or  one  per 
oept.  fot  4he  general  benefit.  Mrv  R.  said,  as  he 
waa  not  pertinacious  as  to  the  amount  of  tax,  he 
w^uU  modify  hii  motion  so  as  to  leave  the 
amoopi  blank. . 

Mr*  Yam  HoRM  read  a  butement  of^the^divi- 
dends  <by  this  bank,  showing  its  average  dividend 
to  have  been  about  etfven  and  a  half  per  cent, 
'per  annum,  not  as  muehas  any  of  the  baoksin 
mUimore ;  and  yet  the  State  of  Maryland  had 
never  a^ked  a  premium  for  chartering  a  bank. 
And  were  the  people  of  this  Distriot,  to  whom 
the  gentleman  was  desirous  of  being  so  kind, 
^nd,  keeping  them  from'  their  own  worst  enemies, 
themselves,  to  be  studiously  treated  wprse  than 
those  of  the  nejghborflig  States?  The  bill  was 
already  now  more  restricted  than  any  charter  he 
had  ever  seen  or  heard  of. 

,Mr.  McEitt  said  he  never  would  consent  to 
grant  a.  charter  which  Was  not  bottomed  on  the 
publfc  \good.  If  they,  granted  a  charter  for  the 
public  good  with  one  hand,  why  should  they 
oresa  it  down  with  a.  tax  on  the  other  ?  The 
House  certaiiily  acted  from  its  own  free  will ; 
the -body  now  petitioning  could  not  compel 
Congress  tb  grant  a  charter,-  And  if  it  was 
granted  iVomfree  Vill,  why  accompany  it  with 
a  tax? 

Mr.  Starlbt  could  see  no  more  propriety  in 
taxing  this  than  other  corporations  in  the  District, 
which  had  b««Q  granted  by  Congress  without 
re<)uirfng  anv  consideration  therefor.  Mr.  S. 
also  replied  to  Mr;  Root's  remarks  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  operation  of  banks ;  whieh,  Mr.  S.  said, 
was  n&ore  beneficial  to  men  of  small  capital  than 
to  men  of  weighty  capitals,  whose  immense 
wealth  would  enable- them,  if  no  banks  existed, 
to.cotttrol  the  whole  commerce  of  the  District. 

Tbe-qoesrum  on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Root's  mo- 
tbn  loir  amendmept  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  22,  nays  89,  a^  follows: 

YiAS— t)avid  Bard*  Adam  Boyd,  Joseph  Calhoim, 
Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Bar- 
zUlai  Gannett,  Daniel  Helster,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Huffy,  WiUiain  McKintey,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Roane,  Erastoa 
Root,  Cbenezer  Seaver,  John  l^mHie,  Richard  Stanford, 
Oharles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert 

Whitebill- 

.  NAT8--Jbeeph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  AUton,  Wiltts  Al- 
ston, jr.,  William  Anderson,  WiiUam  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
well  Basfett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Jamea 
Bxackanridger  Bobart  Brown,  Wiliian  Btttlci^  John 
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CAmplyeU,  Ibbn  C.  Chattiberlain,  WiUum  Chitmbv 
lin,  Langdon  Chevea,  Martin  .C^ttenden,  JamerCoch- 
zan,  fikbard  ^utu,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson, 
WiUiam  Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  William  Findley,  Jona* 
than  Fiak,  Metoback  Franklin,  Barent  Gardenier,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  I^iiomas  Gholson, 
Charles  Qoldsborotigh^  Petersen  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R* 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  H^ven, 
Jonathan  H.Hubbtrd,  Ebenei^r  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Thomas  Kenan;  William 
Kfliinedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  ISdward 
St.  Loe  Lifcrmore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John 
liove,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Aiez- 
OMier  MoKim,  Pleasimt  M.  Millk,  William  ;Milqor, 
8aa«el  L.  MitchiD,  John  Montgomery,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jefsmiah  Monow,  Joncth^an  Q.  MoMley,  Thomas  Pf  ew* 
«Mi»  Joseph ^Peahion,  Benjfain  Pickman,  j^,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  if ^  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qtiincy,  Johii  Ru- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Penn^lvitnia,  John  Ettei^  of  Too* 
awns,  S^taOiel^inggoM,  EhineiT  »a^  Lcmtiel  Baw* 
▼er»  John  A.  Soddder,  Daniel  Bbeffey,  Donnk  dmett, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Barouei  Smitli,  John  Stan- 
ley, Jas.  Stephenson,  Le^is  B.  Sturget,  Jacob  Swqope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Georgct  M.  Troup,  Nich- 
olas Van  J)yke,  Archibald  Van  Hon^,  KUIian.K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Eiekiel  Whitman,  Jamea  VSTilsdh,  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Cbev£s  expressed  a  doubt,  as  Con|rress 
were  in  this  case  l^islauog  ia  the  capacity  of  a 
Legislktureof  the^Territory,  and  not  as  the  Coo- 
gress  of  ihe  United  State?,  whether  tjiey  coul.d 

Ess  a  law  in  relation  tothe  Terrttolry  which  should 
?e  operation  in  the  States.  He  therefore  moved 
lo  amepd  the  tectibn  for  punishiag  counterfeiters 
so  as  to  make  them  amenable  to  ^*any  court  id* 
the  District  of  Columbia,'^  instead  of  ^'any  court 
of  the  United  States,'^  having  crimipal  juri^dio* 
lion,  ^. 

^  Messrs.  Sawysb,  Lovfi,  and  K^T,  opposed  the 
motion^  and  Mr.  Randolph  supported  it« 

Before  a  question  was  taken  on  the  motion^thfe 
House  adjourned. 

Wednesday^  January^.  , 

Mr.McKrM  presented  a  petition  of  Jamcf  Smith, 
physician,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  the 
patronage  and  aid  of  Coogrei»8  in  a  plan  to  intro- 
duce into  general  i|se.  in  the  District  of  Coium* 
bia,  the  genuine  vacciae  matte r.*^R^fbrre4  ,to  a 
select  committee.        '  .        '  \' 

Mr.  McKiM,  Mc.  Love,  find  Mr*  ^icjcer- 
BACKER,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Jemninos,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Indiana  Territory,  made  a  re* 
port  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  r^l^rred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hottse  on  the  bill 
aothoriziog  the  election  of  Sheriffs  in  the  Indiapa 
Territory. 

Mr.MoBRow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
United  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies.— 
Referied  to  a.  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day, theSih  February  next.      . 

Mr.  Babsbtt,  from,  the  Committee  or  the 
mval  Establishment,  presented  a  bill  iMluog  ao 


additional  appropriation  ib^the  Navy ;  which  «u 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbt 
Whole  on  Saturday  next.  ' 

fiAr.  QoLDit  from  the  •cAaamhtee  appointed,  on 
the  23d  instant,  on  the  petitioa  of  Daatel  Pdti- 
bone^  presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  warmiagjad 
rentilating  the  Hall  of  Represeatati^es  by  a  rsn- 
fying  air  stove;  which *was  read  twice,  sod  r^ 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  We^soi- 
day  next.  ^ 

Mr.  Seaver,  from  the  committee  appoiated  on 
the  15th  instant,  presented  a  bill  auihorizing  ibe 
sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  ^f  public  Itid 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  io  the 
"State  of  Massachusetts;  which  was  .resd  twice, 
and  committed  to  t  Committee  of  the  Whole  o& 
Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pmciif, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  considtration  cf 
th^  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ".An  acrfor the 
relief  of  William  Mills,**  and  that  it  be  reftrred 
to  a  select  committee. 

.  Mr.  PiTKfif .  Mr.  BA08Brr,  Mr.  WHrniA«,Mr. 
Hblmb.  and  Mr.  Cbittcndrn,  were  appouMd 
the  commlHer. 

A  Messsge  was  reeelred  from  the  Presfdat^ 
tlie  United  States,  transmitting  to  Coogreis  cop- 
ies of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressarjr, 
accompanied  by  copies  of  the  *^  Iaw8,tretties,iid 
other  documents,  reiativerto  Ibe  jmbliclsiMls"M 
collected  and  arranged  pursuaat  to  the  act|ii»ed 
April  27, 1810.— Referred  to  a  select  coawftiee. 

A  tidessa^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hovse 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  «  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  tbe  T«li«f  of  Tlionas  Campbell  f  towhieh 
they  desire  the  cometirrcteee  of  this  fioost. 
THE  BANK  OF  ALBXAIfDRtA. 

The  House  resomed  the  codjuderatioo  of  the 
bill  respecting  the  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Mc  Lewis  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  respecting,  putiishing  couDle^ 
feiters  of  the  bills  or  the"  bank ;  which  of  coone 
superseded  the  motion,  peoding^  when  the  Honie 
ndjourned  last  evening^  to  amend  the  seetlM. 
Motion  agreed  to  without  opposition. 
-  Mr.SMiL^E  stated  that  four  bills  on  thesaljtet 
of  banks  in  the  District  had  already  b^ett  com' 
mitted  to  a  select  committee.  That  commitie* 
bad  met  on  the  subject,  and^  judging  (rota  ip- 
pearances,  he  thought  there  was  a  disposition  to 
pass  at  least  some  of  the  bills.  If  any  v^ 
passed,  he  thought  tbeir  provisions  ought  to  he 
uniform ;  and  io  accomplish  that  object,  mom 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  same  committee  to  whom 
the  oth^  bills  were. referred. 

Mr.  Randolpb  supported  and  Mr.  Lorf  op- 
posed the  motion ;  whiob  was  negatived  'by  * 
small  majority.  *     ' 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  ens[ro8sedior 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a.  Committssi^ 
the  Whole  on  the  itat*  of  the  Union,  to  wM 
conmittee  was  lefertcd  the  n/poti  of  the  mi^^ 
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committee  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Macon's  atnend- 
meot. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  after  staling  some  objeetioDs  to 
the  resolution,  oecausb  not  sofficienily  com  pre- 
hensire,  as  including  civ;!!  appointments  only/ 
and  as  not  including  those  who  might  have  beep 
legislators'at  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
>dent,  who  were  as  liable  to  improper  influence  as 
tbose  elected  doripg  the  Presidential  term,  moved 
to  amend  the  report  of  the'  committeie  so  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

**  No  j^enator  or  Representttive  who  shall  have  been 
«iich  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  anj  President,  or 
-daring  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  beeA  ^ected, 
■shall  be'appointiBd  to  any  office,  place,  di  appointment,  ^ 
until  the  eipiration' of  the  Pr^idential  term  in  which  ' 
such  person  shall  have  been  the  Senator  or  Repre* 
tentative  aforesaid."  *  ^ 

Mr.  Macon  objected  to  the  ^amendment,  fee- 
■  ca4]se  too  broad,  and  going  to  defeat  the  object  of 
his  motion,  bv  giving  too  great  a  latitude  to  its 
proTMions.  He  remarked  that  the  influence  t^ 
the  caucus  nomination  for  President,  dtc,  ought 
to  have  no  weight ;  because  the  caucus  was  a 
body  unknown  to  the  Oonstitution,  and  oh  th^ 
existence  of  which  the  Hoosecduld  not  legislate. 
He  was  desirous  to  ffive  those- bominc^  into  office 
the  choice  of  the.whole*  nfation  for  the  Secreta- 
ries and  officer?  oTQavemment  5  tind  was  for  that 
remson,  among  others,  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
Whieb  wotild  go  to  restrict  the  choice  of  the 
President,  80  as  to  prevent  him  from  selecting 
those  he  might  prefer,  because  they  were  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  \     '  .        ' ' 

Mf.l/l^Rioiir  thctf  moved  tfilit  the  Committee 
«faou)d  rise,  with  1^  view  to  haritiff  the  amend- 
ment printed.-^Motion  lost,  ayes  28, 

Mr.  Sawtcr  s^id,  that  he  thousrht  this  subject 
had  been  long  enough  before  the  House  for  every 
member  to  have  made  up  his  miiidLapon  it :  and 
although  he  did  not*  liKe  that  this  speculatit^ 
^nesttoD^  should  supersede  the  ordinary  bdsine^ 
-of  the  House  at  this  late  period  of  the  seteion, 
yet,  as  it  was  before, the  House,  he  should  take 
this  occasion  to  assign  the  ftvr  insurmountable 
objections  which  he  had-  to  the  afdoption  of  rt— 
premising  by  the  way.  thatin  order  to  have  made 
the  tfrnem  complete^  it  would  have  been  well  for 
the  ^ntleman  to  have  extended  it  to' ourselves,' 
by  fraiiting  the  periods  of  our  ow)a  service  in  this 
Hoase.  If  we  commence  the  cateer.  of  political 
purgation,  it  ought  to  be' carried  to  its  fut^  length 
and  not  stopped  half-way.  Thoirgh  weare  elected 
by  the  people,  yet  out  posts  are  of  as  much  import* 
ance  as  appointmeiits  by  the  President,  at  least  if 
one  may  judge  from  our  fondness  for  clinging  tm 
to  them.  And.  I  think,  the  same,  danger  ^lists  of 
the  exercis^  of  undOe  influence  by  membelii  of 
long  standing  in  the  appointment  of  others  as  of 
themselves.  Men  that  wouM  act  from  corrupt  mo- 
tit^  might  easily  conceal  their  conduct  by  retain- 
ing their  seats  here,  while  they  enjoyed  an  annual 
stipend  or  participated  in  the  profits  of  office  by 
a  kind  of  dormant  partnership.  He  believed  this 
«rll  existed  pretty  extensivdy  in  some  of  the 
Xiogdoms  of  Europe.  If  a  number  fs  determined 


to  be  a  knave  ybu  pannot  prevent  him;  and  he 
would  not  deprive  the  Government  of  the  services 
of  a  respectably  class  of  np en,  upon  a  vain  experi* 
ment  of  making  them  honest.  It  wiJl  only  be 
putting  them  in  mind  of  expedients  to  evade  your 
provisions,  which  they  might  not  otherwise  nave 
thought  of,''aod  corrupt  the  moral  and  political 
integrity  of  the  House.  But^  I  consider  the  pro^ 
posed  amendment,  (said  Mr*.  S..)  though  far  from 
being  intended  as  such,  as  On^  of  the  greatest  in-^ 
suits  that  could  be; offered  to  the  House.  What  h 
the  langusge  which  i|  faofd^  out  ?  Whjr,  that  we 
are  all  such  office  hunters,  and.  have  obtained  such 
an  undui^  share  of  Executives  favors,'  it  Is  neces- 
sary to  stop  the  evil.  ,  We  are  no  longer  fit  to  be 
trusted,  but  must  be  bound  down;  the  degraded^ 
ridtfrns  of  our  own  unbridled  ainbition !  'is  this  > 
House  ..prepared  to  pass  such  a  disgraceful  sen- 
tence upon  itself?  To  pdt  a  mark  of  numiliatioa 
Upon  Itself,  to  disfranchise  itself  of  the  common 

&rivi1eg^s  of  a  citizen?  And  all  this,  forsooth, 
e(^use  a  few  may  have  been  selected  from 
amongst  "us  to  preside  oyer  Territories — stations 
unworthy  to  be  coynpared  to  seats  fn  this  House ! 
As  for  the  charge  of  office  hunting,  (Mr.  S* 
said^)  I  shall  not  deign  tb  notice  it  as  applied  to 
myself.  I  phtH  always  act  upon  principlea  of 
self-justification,  a^d  whUe  t  am  at  peace  with 
my .  conscience^  I  shall  care  jery  iittle  what 
others  tnay  think  of  my  motivVs.  But  liow  other 
gentlemen  can  talk  about  office  hunting  after  re- 
taining their  seats  for  twenty  yeaVs,  rC;aonpt  con- 
ceive. [Here  Mr.  Randolph  called  the  sentle- 
mah  to  order;  upon  the  ground  o(  his  alluding  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Macon*] 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  say  any- 
thing of  that  gentleman  that  should  be  considered 
out  of  order.  He  merely  stated  twenty  years  as 
an  example,  but  if  he  placed  it  upon  ten  years  the 
same  conclusion  would  follow.  [The  Cfhairmaa 
allowed.htm  to  proceed.^  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  &., 
an  attempt  maybe  made  to  draw  a  distiiactioa 
between  offices  bestowed .  immediately  by  4he 
people,  and  mediately  hy  their  servants. '  Be  it 
so.  Tyhoever  does  shall  be  welootne  to  all  the, 
credit  his  ingenuity  can  proenre  him.  Apd  if  he 
can  show  they  possess  not  similar  properties  of 
honor  and  profit,  and  that  the  same  means  and 
passions  are  not  employed  ^o  procure  and  main- 
tain them,  I  will  admit  the  superiority  of  his 
talents.  But  unless  he  can,  I  trust  he  will  act  up 
to  his  professions  and  brin^  his  principles  homcL 
or  c^se  to  talk  a  boat  indepeAdeOce  of  political 
conduct  and  purity  of  lle|!mblican '  principles. 
Not  that  I  /Seel  so  much  false  teUderness  for  the 
Oonstitution  as  to  be  afraid  to  toUch  it,  if  occa- 
sit^n'required,  bu,t  by  adverting  to  that  instrument 
it  wilK  appear  that  this  v<ry  question  was  con- 
sidered, and  the  proper  remedy  applied.  The 
second  article  of  the  sixth  section  says,  "  no  Sen- 

*  ator  or  Representative  shall,' during  the  time 

*  for  which'  he  wa&  elected,  be  appointed  to  any 
^  ciril  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
'  States,  which  shall  have  been  cr^a^ed  or  the 
'  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased 
'  during  such  time ;  and  no  pefiSoii^9^djritg  aa  of- 
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'  fice  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a  member  of 
'  either  House  duj-'ing  his  codtinuince  in  office;" 
Here  the  Conveotion  thinks  it  sofficietit- to  {^re- 
Tent  any  uadue  influence  of  Congress  in  the  crea'' 
tioo  of  bew  offices  by  excluding  chem  from  such, 
as  well  as  to  prohibit  the  unrQu  iii  one  person  of 
Bxecutive  and  Legislative  powers,  without'  at 
the  sacne  time  abridging  them  of  tkpse  general 
powers  and  privileges  w^ich  had  been  extended 
alike  to  «11.  I  am.awai^e  that  the  proposed 
amendment  is  intended  to  extend  this  provision, 
by  increasing  the  number  of  disabiliiiesv  and  I 
quote  it  merelv  to  show,  that  the  subject  bad 
already  been  before  the  proper  tribunal^  and 
that  they  had  expressed  a  qisapprobation  of  far- 
ther re^rictions,  as  far  as  negatiye  provisiojis 
could'  imply.  If  they  thought  there,  was  still  too 
gieat  a  latitude  Uft,  they  may  also  have  thought 
that  there  wovlld  have  been  too  much  parsimony 
dealt  to  tb^  organ  of  appointments  by  excluding 
from  i(8  choice  a  body  of  men,  by  their  very  se- 
lection,and  the  oppoctunity  vflforded  of  an  ac- 
quaintance with  their  qualifications,  the  most 
proper  (br  the  exercise  of  its  judgment.  So  far 
aa.regards  ourselves,  said  Mr;  S.,f  admit  wt  may 
subject  ourselves  to  what  conditions  we  plei^se^ 
but  there  is  another  party  coqcei;ned  in  thisdecia- 
ionl  We  are  curtailing  the  exercise  of  ^xecit- 
tive  discretiohj^by  denying  to  it  the  right  to  re* 
quire  the  lissistance  of  a  useful  class  of  peot>le. 
The  people  have  reserved  to  their  Executive,  for 
their  own  benefit,  the  greatest  possible  rapge  in 
the  choice  of  their  servants ;  and,  if  the<questio'n 
were  now  before  me  as  Que  of  the  people,  1  ^vould 
not  consent  to  deprive  the  Government  of  the 
(>ower  of  selecting  whatever  characters  ft  might 
ludge  best  calculated  to  promote  the  publh;  good* 
If  the  Executive  made^^in  improper  choice,  I 
would  hold  it  responsible;  and  as  I  would  blame 
kfor^  making  a  baid  c|ioice,  I  ought  notK  to  lessen 
its  chance  of  makbg  a  good  one.  .      ' 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.HuBBARbV  pro- 
posed amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
59  to  35.  '  • 

|dr.  dciNOT  moved  the  following  proposition 
aa  an  amendoient,  to  be  added  to  the  resolbtion : 

'<  And  no  person,  standing  to  any  Senator  «r  Hepre- 
■entative  m  the  relation  of  feither,  brother,  or  son,  b^ 
blood  or  marriage^ . ahall  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
office  un^er  the  United  States,  or  shall  receive  any 
place,  agency,  contract,  ox;  eraolament,  from  or  under 
any  department  or  officer  thereof.'*, 

Mr.€luiNCY. — Mr. Chairman:  Theamendment 
to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  the  ffeii.tleqaan 
fVpm  North  Carolina,  is  of  the  nature  .6f  a  remedy 
for  an  evil.  The  proposition  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  is  similar  in  principle,  but  em- 
braces a  wider  sphere  of  action,  and  ja  offered  a»  a 
medicament  of  a  higher  power.  His  amendment 
has  for  its  object,  to  purity  the  Liegislature  of  that 
corruption  whicn  springs  from  the  hope  of  office 
for  ourselves.  My  proposition  has  for  its  object  to 
purify  the  Leffislature  of  that'corruption  which 
springs  from  the  attainme.nt  of  office  tor  our  rela- 
tions. And  if  the  House  will  take  the  trouble  to 
ai^aly^e  the  respective  natures  of  these  two  evil%  i 


it  will  find  that  the  evil  to  which  my  propositioa 
refers,  is  higher  in  nature',  and  more  intense  ia de- 
gree than  t^t  (o  which  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tlema^  from  North  Carolina  has  I'eference.  Thit 
IS  to  say,  the  present  attainment  of  office  for  oor 
relations,  for  those  ue^t  and  dear  to  us,  whotte 
parts  of  our  blood,  and,  If  our  natures  be  gener- 
ous, pftrts  of  ours^ves,  is  an  application  to  the 
principle  of  human  action,  Jis  miich  m'ore  siroog 
and  allurioffithan  the  distant  hope  of  office  for 
ourselves—fruition'  is  a  nearer  apprbximaiioD  to 
bliss  than  expeciatjon ;  .or  as  a  payment  in  haadis 
better  than  a  payment  in  promise: 

I  shall  offer  a  few  icon'siderations  in  siipportof 
my  proposition,  not  only  bv  way  oi  elucidaiioa 
tp  this  House,  but  also  for  tne  purpose  of  atinet- 
ing  the -attention  of  the  public  to  the  sabjeet. 
For  I  am.  well  aware,  that  let  it  be  discosied 
When  it  will,  and  under  w|iat  Administratioa  it 
will,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  in  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  4Ke  lie^^isiature  a  bitter  pill ',  and  ao- 
lees  it  have  the  ,aid  of  external  pressure^  it  will 
ktick  in  the  passage* 

I>knoir  the  nature  of  th^  subject,  and  am  awne 
that  it  is  yeiy  delicate  and  very,  critical.  Wkj. 
sir,  it  relates  to  npthing  less*  than  our  blood  aad 
our  purseai  objects,  of  all  others,  the  most  sqneam* 
ishly  sensitive,  and  the  moat  jeal^ous  of  other  peo- 
ple's interference.  It  shall  b^ my  endeavor,  aow- 
eyer^  to  baa^le  the  topic  with  4is  much  cautioa 
as  possible.  And  ia  order  to  avoid  all  appei^ 
ance  of  party  or  personal it]f,  I  ahall  speak  eoa* 
cerning  things  paat  and  things  future,  widkoot 
particular  notice  of  things  present. 

In  the  first  f^ace,  I  would  remark,  that  our  jea- 
ieral  mode  of  speaking,  both  on  this  floor  and  is 
commntt  conversation,  concerning  this  power  of 
diatributilig  offices,  is,  in  my  judgment,  not  strict- 
ly accurate  in  itself,  and  may  oe  questioned  as 
unjust  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  It  is 
denominated  ."  Executive  injii^ence,'V  by  way  of 
analogy,  and  in  conformity,  perhaps,  to  theprae- 
tice  ip  Great  Britain,  where  the  Crowo,  beiac 
the  proprietor  of  offices,  distributes  them  atwuL 
among  favorites.  But  the  state  of  things  is  dir 
ferentin  this  country.  Here  the  Executive  Imi 
no  proprietary  interest  in  the  offices  which  be 
distributes;  he  does  not  create  them ;  bedoefoott 
except  in  a  few.inatahces,  even  designate  the 
amount  of  emolumeoL  AU  these,  in  fact,  pro- 
ceed  from  the  Legislature.  We  are  the  creator^ 
he  is  the  cbajinel  for  communicating  tbem  t^ 
their  objects;  so  that, if  the  members  ()f  this aod 
t|ie  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  becoipe  reatl 
in  this  countrv,  they  are,  to  say  the  least,  n«w 
workers  in  their  own  corruption.  A  mode  oifi' 
pression  oUght  not  therefore  to  be  used,  teodto|^ 
to  throw.the  gttiji  exclusively  on  another  braacn 
of,  the  Govemnieat.  Another  phrase  is  iiiore>B»t 
and  appropriate. .  Sir,  it  oi^ght  to  be  called  P^ca- 
niary  tn/7iience— the  lo^e  of  money:  wrapped  up 
in  very,  thin  covers  and  disguises,  called  offices 
for  ourselves  and  offices  ibr  out  relations. 

I  shall  consider  the  pHnciple  of  this  amw- 
n^ent  and  proposition  in  relation  to  the  Coasuitt* 
tion,  its  nature,  jandnecesaity. 
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If  we  look  into  ibe  Coostitutioii,  we  »baU,  find 
DO  part  more  palpably  defeciiFe  thao  iu,  pfovi- 
sioj>s  against  the  effect  of  that  Exeoutive  infiu- 
eoee,  as  it  isealled,  resuhinf?  from  the  power  of 
distribtitiiiff  offices  at  pleasure  amoDg  the  mem- 
bers of  bolE  braocbes  of  tbe-lieciHature  aod  their 
relatioQs.  There  is,  I  thiDk,  out  one  provision 
upon  the  aobjecu  This  is  contained  in  -the  ioX" 
lo^B7iD£(  claose  of  the  fiixth  section  of  4he  first 
article: 

^  No  Senator  or  Representative  shsil,  dniteg  the 
tinae  for  wfakh  be  was  elscted,  be  appointed  tchanj  civil 
office  Qodeir  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which 
ehdi  have  been  created,  or  the  emoinments  whereof 
shaU  have  been  increased,  daring  sncb  time." 

This  provision,  I  say,  considered  as  a  security 
against  that  corruption,  which  springs  from  the 
disuibotion  Of  offices,  is  palpably  deleetive.  In 
lelation  lo  its  objects  it  is  limited,  and  in  its  means 
waou  efficiency.  Wha  t  are  its  objeeis  ?  It  aims 
only  to  prevent  moltiplicatioh  of  offices  and  in- 
crease  of  their  emo] amenta  So  that  prdvided  we 
do.  not  create  new  offices,  nor  iocreasi^  the  old 
emoluiBreot.  the  craving  spirit  of  avarice  has  free 
ran^e  to  solieit  and  corrupt  both  branches  of  the 
Lejgislature.  All  the  numerous  allurem^ts  of 
existing  offices,  all  tbe  ricb^ reward  of  established 
salaries,  art  periattted  to  play  with  tbeir  bewitch- 
ing iofatuauon  before  our  eyes.  So  long  as  a 
man  does  not  attemptto  take  the  fruii  of  the  aeed 
of  bis  o#a  sowing,  be  may  botanize  at  his  pleasare 
10  Ibis  irreak  £xe€0 tire  garden,  and  whether  be 
seek  flower  or  fruit,  be  may,  to  the  full,  please  hjs 
faAcy  or  satiate  his  appetite.  And  if  we  Consider 
the  meaay,  it  will  be  found  that  they  are  inade- 
quate. There  is.  but  one  limitation  **  during  the 
time  for  whioh  he  was  elected."  What  is  this, 
coBMdered  as  security  ?  .  ft  is  scarcely  less  than 
totally  inefficient.,  i  Notwithstanding  (hb '  pro- 
vision a  aaan  oday^I  say  may,  Mr.  Chairman, 
for  1  would  not  be  understood  to  affirm  that  any 
saeh  creature  now  ezisu^or  has  ever  heretofore 
appeared  in  this  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
latare,  but  I  speak  of  tbe  possibility  of  that-gross 
and  debasip^  corruption,  such  as  has  appeared  in 
other  ooua tries,  ana  may,  therefore,  hei^after  ap- 

Ear  in  thia^a  man  may  be  a  mere  spaniel  to  the 
xecutive;  he  may  fetch  or  carrv,  run.  upon  all 
his  errands,  and,  at  his  whistle,  roll  himself  over 
00  these  floors  without  regard  to  either  coat  or 
conscience,  and  on  the  last  day  of  tbe  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  when,.perhap6,  he  has  been 
ejected  from  the  peopleVfavor,  as  fbul  and  odious- 
he  may,  in  spite  of  tais  provision,  be  instrumental 
io  creating  aii  office,  or  increasing  an  emolument 
of  which  the  very  neit  day  he  shall  take  tbe^ 
profits.  Is  not  such  a  provision,  considered  as  a 
secarity  against  corruption  from  the  distribution 
of  offices,  Tike  tantalism  t6  this  people  %  I  would 
nof,  however,  be  thought  to  hold  at  a  meap  rate 
this  par;  of  our  Constituiipn;  Notwithstanding 
its  mciency  it.  \s  precious,  because  it  recognises 
tbe  possibility  of  the  existence  of  this  principle  of 
corruption  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  tbe 
L^islatuMj  becaose  it  is  a  staodiing  and  solemu 
warning  against  its  effects.    It  gives  us  ground 


to  stand  upop,  and^  through  the  iasXcumentality 
of  /the  powers  of  amendment^  may  enable  this 
people  to  wrench  out  of  tbis  so^l,  by  the  rooti,  this 
foul  and  growing  pollutioo* 

If.  we  Compare  toe  pciociple  of  this  amendraeoC 
and  my  proposition  with  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  we  shall  find  that  it  no  less  har- 
monizes with  them  than  it  does  with  this  pro- 
vision of  th^  instrument.    If  the^e  be  a  principle 
universally. allowed  by  men  of  all  parties  to  be 
the  basis  of  liberty,  with  the  existence  of  which^ 
it.  is  admitted  on,  all  hands^  that  the  essence  of. 
freedom  is  identified,  it  is  that  the  three  great 
de^partments  of  power,  the  Legislative,  Bxecutive^  - 
and  Judicial,  ought  to  be  separate  and  distinct. 
Tbe  consolidation  of  these  three  powers  iotp  one 
has  been  denominated  '^  the  definition  of  ^despot- 
ism." .  And  in  proportion  as  these  powers  approx-  . 
ima^  )to  consolidation,  the  spirit  of  (despotism 
steals-  over  us.    At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  . 
this  insu^ment,  it  was  an  objection  raised  against 
it  by  some  of  its  most  enlightened  opposers,  that  - 
its  pudency  was  to  such  a  consolidation,  and  on 
.thii«,  account  they  strove  to  rouse  the  spirit,  of  . 
liberty.  Hut  their  anticipations  had  chiefly  refer- 
ence  to  the  forms  of  the  Couititution,  and  par- 
ticularly to  that  qualified  control  which  the  Bx^  . 
ecotive  has  over  jthe  acts  of  the  Legislature* 
They  anticipated  not  at  all,  or  at  least  very  ob-  , 
scurely,that  consolidation,  which  has  srown  and 
is  strengthened  under  the  .influence  of  the  office-  . 
distributing  power,  vested  in  the  Bxecutive.    A  • 
consolidation  perceptible  to  all^  and  which  is  the 
more  fixed  and  iniiepairable,  inasmuch  as  the  ce-  . 
ment  is  constituted  by  th^  strongest  of  all  amal- 
gams :  that  of  the  precious  inetals^   This  state  , 
of  things  is  not  the  less  to  be  depi'ecated  on  m- 
count  of  the  fact,  that  the>  forms  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  preserved,  while  its  spirit  is  perishing* 
fhc' members  ot  both  branches  may,  meet,  delib* 
erate,  and  act,  but  the  spirit  of  independence  is , 
gone  whenever  the  action  of  the  Legislature  is 
identified  with  the  will  of  the  Executive  by  the 
potent  influence  of  the  office-hoping  and  the 
uffice-holdiiig  charm. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  of  this  influence,  I 
remark,  that. a  misconception  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained concerning  it*  The  bare  suggestion  of  its 
existence  is  almost  though^  to  be  indecorous,  be- 
cause of  the  gross  and  palpable  corruption  in 
which  it  is  supposed  to  consist.  It  is  thought  to 
i^^>ly  a  sort  of  pre-contract  between  the  Execu- 
tive and  his  selected  favorites:  so  many  votes  for 
so  many  offices,  or  such  an  office  for  such  a  term 
of  Swiss  service.  Sir,  nothing  of  this.kind  is  pre* 
tended.  Sudi  sale  of  conscience  and  duty  in 
open  majrket  is  not  reconcilable  with  the.  present  . 
state  of  civilized  society.  A^d  they  are  mightily 
offendfd  if  there  be  any  suggestion,  ever  so  re- 
mote, of  pollution,  or  any  hint  that  they  have 
been  about  aaythiog^  else,,iii  their'  transactions 
with  the  Executive,  than  pursuing  the  pure  love 
of  glory  and  their  country!'  But  the  corruption  . 
of  which  I  speak, and  wbich  is  the  gbject  of  both  , 
the  ametidmeot  and  propositioii,  is  of  a  nature 
neither  very  gros^  nor  very  barefaced.    Yet,  on  . 
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these  accounts,  it  is  oot  the  less  to  he  deprecated. 
Od  the  contrary,  from  its  very  insidiousnesSj  and 
its  appearing  so  often  almost  in  the  garb  of  a 
virtue,  ought  it  to  be  watched  and  restricted. 

Sucn  is  its  nature  that  it  corrupts  the  rery 
foundation  of  action.  It  springs  ifp  out  of  the 
human  heart  and  the  condition  of  things^  so  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  that  it  should  not  exist,  or 
that  it  should  be  altogether  resisted.  It  h2\fi  its 
origin  in  thai  love  of  place,  which  is  so  inherent 
in  the  hum^n  heart,  that  it  may  be  called  almost 
an  universal  and 'iostinctire  passion.  It  cannot 
be  otherwise.  Foe  so  long  as  the  love  of  honor 
and  tb^  love  of  profitare  natural  to  man,  so  long 
the  I'ove  of  place,  which  includes  either  the  one 
or  the  other^  or  both,  must  be  a  very  general  and' 
prevahenX  impulse.  It  cannot,  therefore,  but  be 
true,  at  a*  general  principle;  and  it  oasts' no  reflec- 
tion to  admit,  that  all  members  of  Congress  nray 
love  offices,  at  l^ast  as  well  as  their  neighbors. 
Now,  with  the  love  of  place,  there  is  another 
principle  concurrept  in  relation  td  members  of 
Congress,  which  i«  the  result  of  our  political  eon*, 
ditioo,  and  is  this:  that  those  most  desirous  of 
places  in  the  Executive  gift,  will  "not  expect  to  be 

fratiied  exeept  hj  their  support  of  the  Executive. 
D  referring  to  this  principle,  as  the  result  of  our 
political  condition,  1  mean  to  cast  no  particular 
refection  on  our  present  Chief  Magistrate.    It 

frows  out  of  the  nature  of  political  cOmbtnations. 
'or,  with  some  highly  honorable  exceptions^  ifhflte 
been  true  in  all' past,  and. will  hetr^in  all  futare, 
AdministhttiODS,  that  the  ir^neral  way  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  gain  cffides  for  themselves,  or 
their  relations^  is  to  coincide  in  opinion,  and  rbte^ 
with  the  Executive. 

Ont  of  the  onion' of  these  two  principles,-*  the 
lov%  of  office,  and  the  general  impression^that  co- 
UMsfdence  with  the  Executive  is  an  essential  con- 
dition for  ojbtarning  office,.growR  that  feorroption 
of  the  very  foantain  of  action,  the  purifieatioQ  of 
which  is  the  aim  of  both  theamendmen^and  my 
proposition  i:lnder  consideration.  It  exists  with' 
out  any^prfconttBCt  with  th^  Executire.  He 
knows  our  wants  Tfitbout  any  formal  speci6catidn 
from  us*  And  we  know  hi^  terms  without  any 
previous  statement  from  him.  The  parties  pro- 
ceed together,  i^utually  gratifying  and  gratified, 
as  occasions  offer,  and  the  harmonies  of  the  happy 
part  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive  hre 
complete.  And  were  it  hot  that  there  is  a  third 
mirty  concerned,  called  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  nothing  would  aeem  more  pleasant  or  un- 
exceptionable than  this  ^Nirtnership  in  official 
felicity.  But  so  it  is,  in  truth,  that  the  interests 
and  liberties  of  the  people^  which  we  are  sent 
bere  to  consult,  will  not  only  b«  sotn^timea  ne- 
glected^ but,  at  others^mbsolutely  sacrificed,  while 
Che  constituted  guardians  are  gaping  after  offices 
for  themselves,  or  hunting  them  up  for  their  rela- 
tions. The  nature  of  thecorifuptioa  is  such  as  not 
only  easily  to  be  concealed  fronr  the  world,  bnt^ 
also,  in  a  great  measure,  front  the  individual  hitn- 
aetf.  And,  so  long  as  that  free  access,  which  is  at 
present  permitted  by  the  Constitution,  is  unre- 
atrained^it  will  conunae  and  m^y  iBcrtase.    Oa 


every  qoestioii  which  ariaes;  and  has  relatloB  to 
Executive  measures,  in  addition  to  aU  the  other 
considerations  of  honor,  policy,  justice,  propriety, 
and  the  like,  this  also  is  prepared j  to  be  tnrowa 
into  the  aoala ;  that,  if  a  mat  meana  to  gala  of- 
fice, he  most  coincide  with  the  Executive,  h  it 
not  possible  for  any  man  to  decide  iHiat  4eme 
of  iafluence  this  consideration  has  upon  a»ot\er. 
and  it  is  nearly,  if.  not  ^utte,  as  difficult  for  htm 
to  decide  what  degree  of  influence  it  oiay  Jmiw 
upon  himself.  For^  let  any  vlan  reflect  upos  the 
springa  of  any  particular  oourae  of  action,  which 
various,  concurrent,  complex  iBotivea  hara  in- 
duced him  to  adopt,  aaif  he  will  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  apportion,  to  each,  of  the  4;onoiirritig  mo- 
tives, the  precise  degree  of  iofluence  which  he- 
longs  10  it.  And  he  will  also  find  that,  if  there 
be  In  the  group  one  motive  base,  and  consequent- 
ly bashful  of  the  light,  Jt.wiHshritok  away  info 
the  deepest  re^sesses  of  th6  heart,  and  there  cover 
itself  over  with  such  an  accumulation  of  ptansih^ 
specious  motives^  that  ft  is  beybnd  the  power  of 
poor  humhn*  nature,  m  the  ordinary  ccrength  of 
its  moral  senaV)  always  to  discover  it.  Prom  ihe 
liability  of  having  the  source  of  our  public  acttoaa 
corrupted  by  the  ianisio»  of  such  a  taiot,  everv 
honest  mind  "Will  be  solicitous  to  be  delivef«a. 
For,  whether  the  office,  whidh  alluret  our  fancy, 
be  for  oorselves  6t  for  our  relations,  the  rosolt  n 
the  same.  No  man  can  stand  up  whoHy  intle- 
pendent  to  the  hand  by  which  he  hopes  to  be  led, 
or  which  is  in  the  act  of  feeding  his  cbiUret  and 
relatives.  Nor  can  any  man^  however  boMat  or 
scropoloos,  placad  in  siloh  sitoation,  be  posititdy 
certtiin  as  to  his  own  motive,  or  know  wbeiber, 
in  such  cases,  his  polaritv  witn  Ihe  Bxecativebe 
the  result  of  the'  intriasid  nature  and'  reason  of 
things,  or  wbether  it  be  the  effect^of  the  inflseBoa 
of  those  metallic  strata,  whieh  unite  tbatfizeoo- 
tive  with  the  centre  of  his  best  affisetioaa. 

With  respect  to  the  degi'ee  in  whieh  this  cor- 
ruption has  heretofore  or^may  hereafter  exbt,  it 
is  Impossible  precisely  to  estimate. '  Becaoae  the 
officeain  the  giA  of  thirfixect^tivaand  the  Depart- 
ments are  so  numerous,  are  extended  ovor  ao  wide 
a  surfkce,  being.fqr  the  whole  United  States ;  and 
the  relations  of  members  of  Congress  are  so  little 
known  t a  each  other  and  the  world,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  we,  much  less  that  the  people, 
should  be  able  to  trace  this  influence^  in  all  is 
ramifications.  Bot^  one  thing  Is  ceriaib,  that  it 
exceeds  popular  estimation,  as  much  as  it  avadct 
legislative  scrutiny.  Why,  sir,  there  is  annoaRy 
distributed  from  the  greatdepart meats  an  amovat 
not  less  than  fiv^^and-a-h«lf  millions  of  doUars, 
and  from  the  Post  Office  Establishment  not  less 
than  four-and-a-half  millions,  making  the  annoal 
aggregate  of  tea  millions  of  dollars.  All  this 
aibundant  reservoir  is  distributable,  annually,  to 
its  objects,  in  streams  of  various  magnitodes  and 
in  every  direction,  at  the  Executive  will.  Now, 
■we  sund  at  the  verv  spot  where  thb  hiscibus  fo«ii« 
tain  overflows  in  all  its  exuberance.  Having  tbt 
power,  can  we  promise  that  we  sbajl  refrain  from 
tiirning  aside  to  oorselves  and  our  relaiives  at 
least  a  fuU  portion  of  these  pccnaiary  boantiaaf 
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It  it  in  tmmaii  natore,  ffeoerally,  to  pnetiee  so 
much  stoieel  self-denian  as  a  contrary  conduct 
would  imply?  I  hate  slaid  that  it  we«iarpoisible 
to  prove  the  foil  extent  of  the  accommodation, 
which  we  and  our  rekftr^s  may  obfain,  In  one 
abape  knd  another,  out  of  the  Treasury,  so  long 
aa  such  a  latitude  is  given  to  onr  capaeity  to  re- 
ceive; yet,  every  no#  and  then,  eon>e  evidence 
occurs,  tending  to  gfve  a  gtimpse  of  the  amonpt, 
id  whieh  the  transfieir  of  public  miiney  maybe 
made  to-  run  hi  particular  directions.  At  this 
moment  there  Hea  upon  our  tables  an  accoatit  of 
the  Navy  Agent  at  foftimore,  who, 4t  appears, 
under  the  directions  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  did  purchase,' in  about  eighteen  roont'bs^  of. 
a  single  tnercantihe  house  in  that  dty,  bilfs  of 
exchange  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and 
fort)r  thousand  dollars,  the  head  of  which  mret- 
cadtile  hou^^e  was  and'is  a  Seoatchr  Of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Wother  of  xhe  Becfetary  of  the 
Navy.  In  referring  to  this  subject,  I  hi^  to  be 
understood  as  giving^  no  opipion  on  t^at  transac- 
tion, or  as  representing  it  as  exceptiotmble'in  its 
nature..  I  adduce  it  with  no  other  destj^n  thatito 
show  the  extent  to  whiclr  relations  may,  if  they 
please,  accommodate  one  another,  so-  long  as  no 
Constitutional  restrictions  exist^and  the  impossi- 
bility of  estimating  the  amount  And  of  pursuing 
the  eril  into  all  its  ramidcfattods. 

Upon  this  subject  of  offices  my  seiltiment$  may« 
perhaps,  be  too  refined  for  the  present  eondition 
of  human  nature.  And  V  am  aware,  in  what  I 
am  about  to  sav^  that  I  may  ruu  athwarr  pohti- 
ck\  frieikds  as  well  as  political  foes.  Such  consid- 
erations as  these  shall  not,  however,  deter  me 
from  introduclag  just  and  high  notions  of  their 
duties,  to  the  consideration  of  the  membent  of  th^ 
Legislature.  I  hold,  sir,  the  acaeplance  of  an 
office  of  mere  emolument,  or  whichls  prtneipally 
emolument,  by  a  member  of  Confress,  from  the 
Executive,  as  unworthy  his  station,  apd,  ineom* 
patiMe  with  that  high  sense  of  jrreproaiohable 
character,  which  it  Is  one  of  the  choicest  terres- 
trlut  boons-  of  virtae"  to- attain.  For,  whil^  the 
attainment  of  office  is  to  tuembers  of  Congress 
the  consequence  solely  of  coincidence  witif  the' 
Bxecutive,  he  who  has  the  office  carries  on  his 
forehead  the  mark  of  having  fulfilled  the  condi- 
tion. Andy  although  his  self-love  may  denomi- 
nnte  his  attainment  of  the  office  to  be  the  reward 
of  merit,  the  world,  which  usually  judges  acute- 
ly OS  these  matters,  will  denominate  it  the  reward 
or  service.  And,  in  such  cases,  ninety-nine  times 
in  the  hundred,  the  world  will  be  right.  An  ex- 
ception to  this  rule  may,  perhaps,  exist  in  the  cases 
of  offices  of  high  responsibilitv,  to  which  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  may  be  called,  on  account  of  his 
dtbtinguished  and  peculiar  qualifications^  in 
which  the  voice  of  the  Executive  is,  in  truth, 
what  it  ought  always  to  be,  the  voice  of  his 
contitrv.  .Sach  cases  are  so  rare,  that  wh^n  they 
exist  they  make  a  law  ibr  themselves.  They  are 
exceptk>ns  which  ^Ve  rather  than  inralidate 
the  rule.  For  us  it  is  honor  enough  to  be  thus 
hurusted  with  the  high  concerns  oT  this  people, 
to  be  thus  debating,  thus  maintaining  their  liber- 


ties, or^trivii^  to  improve  their  condition.  Let 
us  put  it  out  of  our  power,  and  remove  from  us 
temptation  to  grub  in  the  low  pursuits  of  avarice 
and  base  ambition. '  ^ 

Such  is  th^  opinion  which,  in  my  judgment, 
ought  to  be  ^entertained  of  the  mere  acc^fn^^  of 
office,  by  members  of  Congress.  But,  as  to  that 
other  (^lass  of  persons,  who  are  open,  hotorious 
solicitors  of  oflBce,  they  give  occasion,  to  reflec- 
tions of  a  very  different  nature.  This  class  offer* 
sons,  in  all  tiroes  past,  hate  appeared,  and  (lor  1 
say  nothing  of  times  present)  in  all  future  will 
appear  on  this  and  on  W  other  floor  of  Congress. 
Creatures  who,  under  the  pretence  joT  serving 
the  people,  are,  in  fact,  serving  themselves;  crea- 
jores  who^  while  their  distant  constituents,  good, 
easy  meti,  industrious,  frugal,  and  unsuspicious, 
dream,  in  visions,  that  they  are  laboring' for  their 
country's  welfare,  are,  in  truth,  spending  their 
time  mousing  at  the  doors  ot^  the  Palace,  or  the 
crannies  of  the  Departments ;  and  laying  low 
snares  to  catch,  for  themselves  and  their  relations, 
every  stray  office^that  flits  by  them.^  For  sUch 
men,  chosen  in  this  high  and  responsible  trust,  to 
whom  have  been  confided  the  precious  d^tihies 
of  the  people,  and  who  thus  openly  abandon  their 
dhtres,  ana  set  their  places  and  their  cbnsciences 
to  sale,  in  defiance  of  the  multiplied,  strong,  and 
tender  ties;  by  which  they  are  bound  to  their 
country,  I  have  no  labguage  to  express  ray  con-' 
tempt.  I  never  have  seen,  and  1  never  shall  see, 
any  of  these'  notorious  solicitors  of  office^  for 
Uiemseives,  or  their  relatione,  standing  on  this  or 
the  oth^r  floor,  bawling  and  bullying,  or  cdming 
down  with  dead  Voles,  in  support  of  Elxecutive 
mensnre^.  but  I  think  I  see  a  hackney,' laboring 
for  hire,  in  a  niost  degrading  servjce ;  a  poor, 
eatth'^pi^ited  animal,  trudging  in  his  traces;  with 
jnuch  attrition  of  the  sides  and  induration  of  the 
membranes,  f  neouraged  by  this  special  certainty, 
that,  at  the  end  of  his  journey,  he  shall  have 
measured  out  to  bimhis  proportion^of  provender. 
'But,  I  bare  heard  that  the  bare  suffgestion  of' 
such  corruption  was  a  liberupon  this  House,  and 
upon  this  people.  I  have  beard  that  We  were,  in 
this  country,  so  rirtuoos,  that  we  were  above  the 
influence  of  these  allurements;  that  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  in  old  Governments,  such  things  might 
be  sospeeted,  but  that  here  we  were  too  piire  for 
such  galtt,  too  innocent  for  such  suspicions. 

Mr.  Chairman.  1  shall  not  hesitate,  in  spite  of 
such  popular  deciaAiatton,  to  believe  and  follow 
the  evidence  of  my  senses,  ^nd  the  concurrent 
testimonies  of  contemporaneous  behold(^rs.  I  shall 
not.  In  my  estimation  of  character,  degrade  4hiV 
people  below,  nor  exalt  them  i^r  aboVe,  the  ordi- 
nary condition  of  cultivated  humanity.  And  of 
this  be  Assured,  that  every  system  of  conduct,  Or 
ootrrse  of  policy,  which  has  for  its  basis  an  excess 
of  virtue  in  tnis  country,  beyond  what  human 
nature  exhibits  in  its  improved  state  elsewhere, 
will  be  found  on  trial  fallacious.  Is  there  on  this 
earth  any  coUi^tion  af  men  in  which  exists  a 
more  intrinsict  hearty,  and  despeijate  love  of  office 
or  place— narticulaHy  fat  places?'  Is  there  any 
In  which^pUee  and  official  eiliotumcnt  m<M  eer- 
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tainly  follow  distrngoj^ti^cl  servility  at  ekeuons, 
or  base  scurijlity  in  the  prei^s?  And  as.  to  eager- 
ness for  ibe  reward,  wbat  is  the  fact  ?  J^et*  now, 
one  of  your  great  office-holders,  a  collector  of  the 
eastojn«,  a  marshal,  a  commissioner  of  loans,  a 
postmaster  in  one  of  your  cities,  or  any  officer, 
ageftt,  or  factor,  for  your  Territories  or  public 
lands,  or  person  holding  a  plac^  of  minor  d43tinc- 
tion,  but  of  considerable  profit,  ^e  called  on  t,o  pa^ 
the  last  debt  of  nature— the  poor  .roan  shall  hardly 
be  dead,  he  shall  not  be  cold  long,  before  the 
corpse  is  in  the  coffia,  the  mail  shall  be  crowded 
to  repletion  with  letters  and  certificates,  and  re- 
commendauons  and  represenutions,  and  every 
species  of  sturdy,  sycophantic  solicitation,  by 
whi<?h  obtrusive  mendicity  seeks  charity  or  in- 
vites compassion.  Why,  sii^.  we  hear  the  clamor 
of  the  craving  animals  at  the  Treasury  trough, 
here  in  this  Capitol.  Such  running,  such  jostling, 
•ttt^h  wriggling,  such  clambering  over  one  an- 
other's backs,  such  squealing,  because  the  tub  is 
so  narrow  and  the  company  is  so  crowded.  No, 
sir,  1^1  MS  oot  Ulk  of  stoical  apathy  towards  the 
thiofia  of  the  National  Treasury,  ejther  in  this 
people  or  their  tlepreaenutives  or  Senators.   , 

Bui  it  Will  be  asked,  foi*  it  has  been  asked,  shall 
the  £zec\itive  be  suspected  of  corrupting  the  Na« 
tional  ]Legi«la(ure?'  Is  he  not  virtuous  ?  Without 
making  personal  diatlnctione  or  references,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  it  may  b?  admitted,  that 
all  Executives  for  the  time  being  are  viptoous— 
reasonably  virtuous,  Mrr  Chairman;  flesh  and 
blood  notwithstanding.  An4  without  meaning, 
in  this  place^  to  cast  any  patticolar  reflections 
upon  this  or  upon  any  other  Executives,  this  I 
will  say,  that  if  no  additional  guariis  are  provided, 
and  now  after  the  spirit  of  party  has  brought  ihto 
so  full  activity^  the  spirit  of  patronage,  there  never 
will  be  a  PresidejU  of  these  United  States  elected 
by  fi(eans.noW  in  use,  who,  if  he  deals  hoaastly 
with  himself,  will  not  be  able,  on  quitting,  to 
addrtas  his  Presidential  chair  as-  John  FaUtafi* 
addressed  Prince  Hair  "Before  I  knew  ihee,.I 
kpew  nothing,  and  now  I  am  tittle  better  than 
one  of^ihe  wicked."  The  posaesaiion  of  that  sta- 
tion, under  the  reign  of  party,  will  make  a  man 
so  a^iquaiot^d  with  the  corrupt  principles  of  hu- 
mfin  .oonjduct,  he  will  behold  oar  nature  in  so 
hungry,  and  shivering,  and.  ecaviog  a  state,  and 
be  compelled  so  constantly  to  observe  the  solid 
rewards  daily  demanded,  by  way  of  compensa- 
tion for  outrageous  patri<?tism,  that  if  h^  escape 
out  of  that  atmosphere  without  partaking  of  its 
corruption,  he  must  be  Wow  or  above  the  ordi- 
nary condition  of  mortal  nature.  Is  it  poasible, 
»ir,  that  he  should  remain  altogether  uninfected? 
What  is  the  fact  ?  The  Constitution  prohibits 
the  members  of  this  and  of  the  other^braheh  of 
.  ,^««»»isture  from  being  Electora  for  President- 
ofthe  United  States.  Yet,  what  is  done  1  The 
pracuce  of  late  is  so  prevalent  as  to  have  grown 
almo^a  into  a  sanctioned  usage  of  party.  Prior 
to  the  Pree'idential  term  of  four  years,  members 
of  Congress,  having  receive^  the  privileged  tictoet 
of  admission,  assemble  themselves  in  a  sort  of 
electoral  college  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  or  of 


the  Hoiise  of  Representatives.  They  select  t 
Candidate  for  the  Presidency.  To  their  .voice,  to 
their  influence,  he  is  indebted. for  his. elevation. 
So  long  aa  4his.  condition  of  things  cpDiioocj, 
what  ordinary  Sxecu  live  will  refuse  to  accom- 
modate those  who  in  so  dtsiinsuished  a  maoQer 
have  accommodated  him  ?  Is  there  a  better  rea- 
son ill  the  world  why  a  manshould>giveyoa,Mr. 
Chairman,  an  office  worth  two  or  three  tbousand 
dollars  a  year,  for  which  you  are  qualified,  aod 
which  he  could  give  as  well  as. not,  than  this, 
that  you  had  been  greatly  instrumental  ia  gir- 
ing  him  one  worth  five  and  twenty  tboutaod, 
for  which  he  was  equally  qualified  1  It  is  vain  to 
conceal  it.  So  long  as  the  present  copditioa  of 
things  cootinue3,  it  may  be  reasonably  expected 
that  there  shall  take  place  regularly  between  the 
Preaident  of  the  .United  States  and  a  portion  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  an  interchange,  strictly 
speaking,  of  ^ood- offices. 

The.  principle  for  which  I  contend,  and  which 
istha  basia^  both  of  the  original  amendmeDt,aBd 
of  my  proposition,  is  this :  Put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Executive  to  seem  to  p>ay  any  of  the  mesi- 
bers  of  Congress,  by  putting  it  out  of  their  power 
to  recei  ve.  '^  A  void  ihe,apnearaace  of  evil.''  We 
)iave  been  taught  to  prav,  ^  lead  us  not  ipto  temp- 
tation*'^  They  who  rightly  estimate  their  duties 
may  find  fn  public;  Hfe,  no  leas  necessity  thaoiA 
private  life,  nrequently  to  Vepeat  this  aspiration. 

Mr.  Wri.ob'p  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Qi7iNcr's 
proposed  amendfnieot  by  addingthereto  a  pro* 
vision  that  each  Sebator  or  Representatire,  on 
taking  hia  aeat,  should  furnish  a  table  of  his  gene- 
alogy. 

.  Mr.  di^ucjcY  said  he  had  do  objection  to  such 
an  amendmfnt* 

.  Mr.  SsYaiSAT  aaid  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr*  Waiqbt  would  not  effect  his  object,  because 
a  man  might  marry  while  «  memt)er  and  thus 
change-  his  whole  connexion.    . 

Mr.  Vif  RifiUT  reduced  hia  jnqtioa  to  writing  in 
the  following  worxla:    ,  • 

<«  Eadi  member  of  the-  Senate  and  Hovm  ctf  Bepa- 
sentativea,  when  he  takes  hia  seat,  shall  file  a  list  of 
his  lelativea  piecladed.by  aaid  reeolatioo." 

Mr.  RANOoLPRsaid  such  an  amendment  would 
have  a  strange  reading  in  theConstitt^tionofthe 
United  States. 

Mr.  UuiNCY  said  he  cared  pot  for  the  mode  so 
that  be  attained  his  end  i^n  this  ca^e.  Whether 
the  amendment  he  proposed  succeeded  now  or 
not,  it  would  before  many  years  be  adopted. 

Mri  Bacon  said  he  assented  to  the  ^eral 
proposition  of  his  colleague;  but  he  saw  difficul* 
ties  in  the  detail,  which,  no  doubt,  the  geotlemau 
himself  must  aeo.  He  should  be  loth  to  vote  on 
a  propoaition,  even  in  Committee,  on  which  he 
might,  after  amendment,  change  bis  vote.  The 
Bul^ectwaa  important;  io  giye  further  time  for 
conaidering'  it,  he  moved  t&at  the  Comiaiuee 
should  jriae. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Commiuea 
the^  rose.  , . 

A  motion  was  maida  to  print  the  several  amend- 
menta,  Ac. 
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Mr.  Smilib  said,  be  was  ia  favor  of-pHoting 
the  origioal  motion;  but  besa^sgested  whether 
it  woMid  oomport  with  the  dignity  of  the  House 
to  print  such  amendments  as  the  last  which  were 
offered.  However  their  risible  facoltie*  misht  be 
amused  by  tbem.  he  hoped  »he  House  would  not 
print  and  solemnly  send  to  the  world  t(iose  things^ 
wbicb  could  sc^cely  be  seriously  meant. 

Mr.  Troup  was  in  favor  ot  printing.  He 
thought  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Q^uincy  not  !>nly 
importaat,  but.  essential  to^carry  into  effect  the 
object  of  the  original  motion;  and  he  had  never 
heard  a  proposition  more  ably  suf^pprted  than 
that  of  tbe  gentleooan  from  Massiachusett^.  Al- 
most every  sentiment  he  had  uttered  had  kaet  his 
aaaent. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  hoped  tbey  would  be  printed.  As 
to  the  gentleman's  feelings  for  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  he  sup[Mned  evary  gentleqaan  felt. alike 
GO  tl^at  subject.*  He  said  be  siiould  feel  gratified 
at  any  proposition  he  should  makebeiog^rou^ht 
before  the  public;  and  should  not  fear  to  meet 
their  award.  Mr.  W.  made  some  allusion  to  a 
part  of  the  speech  of.  Mr.  duiNCV^  in  which  he 
had  appear^  to  Mr.  W.  io  cast  aA  unfeneroua 
impouiion  on  tbe  late  Secretary  of  the  siA\f^  iu 
respect  to  purchases  'm  Baltimore,  A^. 

Mr.  duiNCY  disayoWed  any  intentioa  of  mak* 
ing  SQch  imputation  or  ioferenee. 

The  question  wa?  taken  on  printing  Mr>  QoiNr 
oy's  proposition,  by  yeas  an^l  nitys;and  catried-*- 
3r«as  75,  pays  40,  as  follows :  , 

YsAS— WUlis  Alston,  jilt)..  Ezekiel  B^eon,  BarweU 
BaMett«  Abi>h  Bigelow,  PanUl  BlaisJell,  Ad«m  Boyd« 
J  ameft  Breckei^ridge,  WjllUni  A.  BurwalU  John  Camp- 
bell, John  C  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlia,  Lang- 
don  Cheves,  Martm  Chittenden,  John  Davennort,  Jan., 
V^yiiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Meaha^k  Frajaklm,  Barent 
Gardenier,  Thomaa  Gholaon;  Charles  Gotdbborongh, 
PatenwQ  Ooodwjrn,  Thomas  E.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven^  Daaiet  Heiater,  James  Holland, 
Ebeneiar  Hnntuigton,  Richard  Jackson,  jiuw,  Robert 
Jenkina^  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.'  Key,,  Herman 
Kaickarbaeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Robert  Lq  Roy 
Livingston,  Nathaniel  Afaoon,  Vincent  Matthews^  Arch- 
ibald McBryde,  Alexandei;  McKim»  Wm.  McKinley, 
Pkaaaat  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  Mihior,  Samuel  L*  Mitch- 
ill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeelej,  Thopaaa 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin*  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiacy,  John  ^mdolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneai|ee,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Lemuel  Sawyer,. John  A. 
ScnddeTi'Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiby,  George  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope^  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Thompsons^  George  M*  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  Pyke» 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

N A va— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wm.  Andeamn,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  Joseph  Cal- 
hoan,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  WiUiam  Craw* 
ford,  Richard  Cdtts,  Joseph  Deah'a,  WiUiam  Fiodlc^^ 
Jonadian  Fiak>  BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
£dwin  Gray^  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnaon,  Thomaa  Keiian,  Aaron  Lyie,  John 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Gordon  6.  Mumfbrd^ 


Matthias  Richards,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenexer  Sege, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smivh,  Henry  South- 
ard, Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winjiiy  Robert  'Vyitberspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright.    .  •  ^ 

The  question' was  taken  iq  the  same  manner 
on  printing  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr. 
Wrioht,  and  lost — yeas  31,  nays  77,  as  follows: 

Titis— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Adam 
Boyd,  WUUam  A^  Bu^ell,  Joseflb^Calboun,  Thomaa 
Gholson,  Charles  Goldsboroagb,  Peterton  Goodwyn, 
James  HoUaad,  Philip  B.  I^ey,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  McBrvde,  Alexander  MoKim,  William  Mc-^ 
Kinley,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomaa 
NewboM,  Thomas  Nowton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Jestah  Quincy,  John  Kbea  of  Tennes« 
see,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
John  A.  Scudder,.  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  WhitebiU,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright* 

Nats— Joseph  Allen,'  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William 
Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel' 
BlaiadeU,  James  Breekenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil-' 
Uam  Butler,  John '  Cam)pbeU,  John  C.  Chamberlain^ 
WUIaam  CiMmberlia,  Epaphroditus  Champion,.  Lang- 
don  Chaves,  Martin  Chitteodeo,  James  Cochran,  John 
Davenport,  jnn.,  Joseph  Dosha^  WiUiam  Elv,  James 
Emott,  WiUiam  Findtey,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meahack 
FrankUn,  Barent  Gardenier,  Thpmas  R.  Gold,  Edp^in 
Gray,  WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington, 
Richard  Jiraiksott,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M., 
Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Herman ; 
Knickerbacker,  Robert  £e  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Vincent  Matthews,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer»  WUliam 
AfUnor,  John  Montgomeiy,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
0.  Moeeley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Elisba  R.  Pottei*,  John  Itkn- 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania;  Matthias  Richards, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sfaefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
SmiUe>  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
James  Stephenten,,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  juh^  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Laban 
Wheatoav  Ezekiel  WhitinaU,  Jama*  WUson,  and 
Robert  Witbecspoon. 

JARED  SHATTUCK'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shatt^ck— 59 
to  29.  ■         ' 

Th,e  report  is  favorable  to  the  claimant— a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  this  person  having  in  two  former 
sessions  passed  this  House,  bui  not'.been  acceded 
to  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.MoKTGoaiEBY,  in  a  speech  of  some  length, 
opposed  the  claim,  and  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise,  with  a  view  to  printing  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  claim,  which  he  conceived  was  not 
fully  understood. 

Xhis  motion  was  debated,  and  lost-— 56  to  43.' 

The  report  was  also  debated,  and  agreed  to — 
-57  to  39.         ,        ^ 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  ihetr 
agreement  to  the  report. 
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After  repeatedly  refVisfn^to  adjourn,  tlie  House 
oobfirmed  the  ref>ort  of,  the  Comtnittee  of  the 
Whole^56  to  34,  as  follow? : 

l^iu — ^Joseph  Allen,  William  AnderBon,  Burwelt 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow^,  William  Butler,  John  -  Ck 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditqs  Chani- 
pion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John 
PaWBon,  William  Ely,  James  Emoft,  Wflliam  Find- 
lej,  Barent  Oardenier,  Thomas  Gholton,  -Charles 
Ooldsborough,  Petenon  Goodwyn^  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
WilUain  Hale,  Nathaniel  A»  Haven,  Daniel  Heiater, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeneaet  Huntington,  RicAiard 
Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip^B.Key,  Herman 
Knickerhacker,  Josepli  Lewis,  jtid^  Robcvt  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
WiUiAm<  McKinley,  'Wi)Iidm  Milnor,  Benjamin  Pick> 
ni9n,^jnn.,  Timot^  Pitkin;  jt^n^  John  l^>rtei',  Elbha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  *^ijuincy,  John  Randolph,  Erastns 
Hoot,  Adam  8eybert»  Daniel  Sbeffey,  Dennn  Smelt, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Qtephensoo, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tagg^t,  Geerge  M.  Troop, 
N iciiolas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KUlian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheattm,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — ^VilHs  Alston,  jni^,' David  Bmrd,  Adam 
Boyd,  Langdon  Cfaeves,  James  Coehranv  William 
Crawfbrd,  Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan  Pliic,  Meshaok 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  S.  OarUnd,  James 
Hollund,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alezandei'McKini,  SamnelX* 
Mitchil),  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.- Moore,  Thoe. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Monro v»  Gordon  S.  Mitmfbrd,  Thonlas 
Newton^  John  Rea  of  Pennsylviinia»  John  |lhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebepeter  Sage,  Thomas  Saod-' 
iQons,  John  A.  Sendder,  George  Smith,  Charlek  Tur* 
net,  jnn^  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitelnU,  Richard 
Winn,  Robek  Witherspeoni  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  report  Was  r^fetred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims^  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  accord- 
ingly- / 

ThubsdaTi  Janqary  31. 

Another  meoibef,  to  wit,  from  Massac busettS) 
Orohard  Cook,  appei^rpd^  and  took  bis  seat. 

T4ie  bill  from  ^e  Senate,  entitled  <<  Ai  act  for 
tlio  relief  of  Thomas  CampoeM^"  was  read  twice, 
and  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  nert* 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  P6stmaster  General,  on  the  petitions  of 
the  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  Western  country,  in  ihef  Stales  ot  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  and  Ohio,  referred,  en  the  4th 
and  18th  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
to  report  specially  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  Judsrea^of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  t>isrrict  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  k  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the*  relief  of  Jared  Sbattuck; 
which  was  read  twice^and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wedjiesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Q,dinot,  the  Qommittee  of 


the  Whole  were  dischai^d  from  the  considera. 
tionof  tbe-bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  Ad  act 
authorizing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F.  Fos- 
dick  from  his  imprisonment;''  and  said  bill  was 
referred  to  the  sel^l  committee  appointed  yester- 
day, on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  Anact 
for  the  rerief  of  W:illiam  Mills.'* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ha7e  passed  abill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  compensation  to  John  Euj^eoe  Leit* 
zendorfer,  for  service9  rendered  the  United  Stata 
in  the  war  with  Tripbli;"  to  which  the^  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  wes  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  letter  fromtbe 
Charge  d'Aflfaires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
to  the  Slscretary  of  State ;  and  another  from  the 
same  to  the  French  Minister  of  Foreiga  Rehi- 
tiofis ;  also;  two  letters  from  the  Agent  of  the 
AmeHcan  Consul  at  Bordeaux  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. — Refbri^d  to  the  Committee  on  Poreijn 
Relations;  and  3,00()  copies  thereof  ordered  (ok 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members.  ^ 

The  Speaki^  laid  before,  the  Honse  a  letter 
addressed  to  hifn  by  B.'  H.  Lalrobe,  Sorreforof 
the  Publio  Buildiogsj  on  the  subject  of  tbe  fire 
which  took  placje  on  the  roof  of  the  Cti^lol  tkii 
inornrng;  which  was  read. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  Bank  of  Alex* 
aiHlria  was  read  the  third  time,alid  passed— jreas 
90,  nays  2?,  ks  fallows: 

YsAS-^owph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WilfilA^ 
Kston,  jr.,  Harwell  Baieett,  WiUJam  W.  Bibb,  Abijih 
Blgelow,  Jamee  Breckenridge,  William  Bailer,  Wd- 
liam  Cham^rlin,  Bpap^iroditiie  ChampioB,  LoigdM 
Ohevee,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  WilliiB 
.Crawferd,«John  DaTenpo>t,  jr.,  John  Dawaoo,  Wilfiia 
Ely,  James  Etaett,  J^n  W.  Eppes^;  Wfflitm  Pbdlqr, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Meehaek  Franklin,  Barent  GiJ*w^> 
Gideon  Gardner,  DaTid  a  Garland,  Thomi«Ob*«» 
Charles  Ooldsbotongh,  f^eterson  Goedlryn,  ThejM  K. 
Gold,  BdwinGray,  WlUiaid  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Bvr^, 
Dtaiel  Roister,  WilfiaBi  Hehna,  Jonathan'  H.  flibboai 
Ebeneier  Hontingten,  RichanI  J8ek8on,jQn.,  KjMrt 
JerikibSf  Waltbr  Jone%  Thomaa  Kehan.  Wfllisiii  »»• 
nedy,  Herman  Knickerbaeker,  Joseph  L^^^^J^jJ^T 
ert  Le  R<^  Livingston,  John  Lore,  ViBcent  M^JW^ 
Arch'd  McBryde,  Alexander  McKhn,  WilJism  ll*»" 
ley.  Pleasant  M.  Mffler,  WilHam  M(lDor,  Sainttdl|. 
Mitchill,  John  Monteomeiy,  Nicholas  R.  ^^"Jr" 
mas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  J*'*JJ 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,"  Jowph  Pe«»w» 
Benjamin  Kckman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  i^^rr 
ter.  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  ^om^' 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rh^«  <>f '^•^ "Jw 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A- 8cad^» 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Deftnis  Smelt,  George  ^■""'♦/^ 
SUnley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  SttfrgJJ_}^ 
5woope,  Samnel  Taggart,  John  Thompson,  U^J^^^i 
George  M*  Troup,  Nicholas  Van^  Dyk<,  A***2SIi 
HmnL,  KiMiaft.K.  Van  Benaselaer,  Labaa  **2l^ 
EaeklM  Whitman,  Richard  Winn#  »<*«*  ^"^ 
apoon,  and  Robert  Wright  -^, 

Nits— WilHsTO  Anderson,  Eiekiel  Bscon.  Ww 
Bard,  Adum  Boyd,  Wifliam  A.  Burwen,^2'^0tt- 
.  homi,  James  <Tochran,  Joseph  Desht,  B«^*|  il 
>nett,  Jamte  Hdland;  Jaeob  Hni^.  Aaron  h^^  » 
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thkB  Richardty  Joliii  Boaoe,  Ertttiif  -Boot,  Thmnai 
Sammpniy  £^Ki««Br  Seaver,  Adam  deybert,  fSanatI 
Shaw,  John  9mlUe,  Henry  Southardi  Richafd  Stanfinrd^ 
and  diaries  Turner,  jr» 

BBMaVAL  OF  JURCTES,  Ac. " 
Mr.  WrnoBT  ci^Ued  for  the  coosideration  of  the 
resolutioo  submitted  by  him  oq  Wednesdfiy  last, 
t     HI  the  followiBg  words : 

JSe9d&W;  by  ike  ^Senate  find  Hou$e  o/B^t^enia- 

iim§  o/Ae  VniUd  Simie»  of  America,,  in  Vongruk 

t      meembUtL,  Uko-ihirdB  of  (^otk  nouae9  incurring,  That 

I      4m  foUowing  tettioa  be  submitted  iothe  Legklatttres 

of  the  several  BtAtss^  whioh^  when  ratified  1^  the  Le- 

r      gklatww  df  three-lbiifais'of  th«  States,  shall  Iw  valid 

Mid  bindiBg  m  a  patf  of  the  Qonstitutioa  of  the  Unitvd 

8UM»: 

*^riia  Jndgw  of  t^e  Sn^mbe  Cotirt  and  inferior 

-    «mirtm  mi^  bo  removedibom  office  by  tho  joint  .address 

of  the  Senate  and  Hoi|6  M  Repwasiitaliffes  of  the 

;      Unted  Stalest" 

Mr.  W.  wished  it  eonsidelred  barehy  with  a 
▼iew  to  «  referetoe  to  m  Commicf te  of  tbe  Whole, 
Mmd  to  idalte  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  dis- 
tant day.  .  . 

Thf  Hoase  refused  to  consider  the  resoliuion; 
53  to  38, 

AMBRIGAN^  NAVIGATiak 

Mr.  Nbwton,  froth  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce apcf  MaiHifacta res,  to  whom  was  referred 
ao  much  of  the  Message  of-  the  President  of  the 
Uiitted  Stat^  as  relates  to. the  navigution  of  the 
Uoited  States,  reportied'the  following  bill:  ' 
A  Bill  to  secure  to  vessels  of  the  United  States  an 

e^al  advantage  ito  eiporting  articled,  tho  growth 

or  produce  of  the  United  States,  to  ^reigh  ports, 

and  (brother  purposes. 

Me  0  MWiedt  Ac^  That,  from  and  after  the 

day  of  —  next,  1811,  the  exportation  of  any  artide, 
the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States,  shall  1ms, 
and  is  hereby  pretdbHod  hi  shtps  or  vessels  of  any 
nalioai^  whose  laws  in»ose  on  aniole^  the  grot^th  or 
produce  of  the  United  States,  higtmr  duties,  when  ear- 
ned in  ▼eossfaLof  the  ttoited  Statea  to  the  pectf  of  koch 
nation,  than  are  imposed  en  the  safnu  arttctss  whan 
fi«ned  in  vessele^  snch nation  to.itsr  own  ports. 

tefu  2.  Amd  he  ii  fitt*ker  enuied^  TUi  any  ship 
ox  veasal  taking  on  board,  or  attempting  to  exnort  any 
.article,  the  growdi  or  pro4uce  of  the  United  Stales, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  auch  ship  or  ves* 
Ml*  together  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  ibrfeited,  an^ 
^«ery  person „ concerned  jor.  aiding  in  the  violation  of 
(his  act  shaD,  severally^  be  subjected  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  --^-dollars,  nor  less  than  •—  dollars. 

Sjkc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  fines, 
penalties)  and  forfeitures,  recovered  by  virtue  of  this 
act*  dhall,  after  deducting  ^Si  proper  costs,  and  charges, 
he  disposed  of  as  follows:  one  moiety  shall  be  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  be  paid  into  tlut  Treas* 
urv  thereof,  by  the  collector  receiving  the  sam9 ;  the 
.  other  moiety  shall  be  divided  between*  and  paid  in 
equal  proportions  to  the  collector  and  i^aval  officer  of 
the  district,  surveyor  of  the  port,  and  hstpectors, 
wheiahi  the  same  shaU  have  been  incuRod^  or  %o  auch 
of  the  said  officers  as  there  may  be  in  the  district; 
and  in  districts  where  only  one  of  the.aib|-esaid  officers 
iiuU  have  been  established,  the  said  money  shall  be 


given  to  such  officer :  Prmded^  nevertketeeif  That  in 
all  cases  where  such  penalties,,  fines,  and  forfeitures, 
shall  be  recovered  in '  pursuance  of  information  given 
to  such  collector  by  any  person  other  .than  the  naval 
officer  or  surveyor  of  the  district,  the  one^half  of,  such 
moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  informer,  and  the  remain* 
der  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of  between  the  collector*, 
naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  surveyors  apd  inspectors, 
in  manner  aforesaid ;  Provided,  alao,  T^hat  wh^re  any 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties  incurred  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  are  recovered  in  consequence  of  any  informa- 
tion given  by  any  officer  of  a  revenue  cutter,  they 
shall,  after  deducting  all  proper  'costs  and  charges,  he 
disposed  of  as  follows «  one-fourth  %hall  be  for  &e  use 
of  the'  United  States,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury 
thereof  in  manner  as  before  dirscted ;  one-fourth  hart 
for  the  officeiu  of  the  customs*  to  be  distributeo  as 
hereinbefi^'  set  forth  j  and  the  remainder  thereof  to 
the  ^fficers  of  such  cutter,  to  be  divided  sinong  them 
agre^bly  to  their  pay.  And  prowUd  Ukewiee,  That 
whenever  a  seisure,  condemnation,  and  sale  of  goods, 
wares,,  or  merchandise,  shall  take  place  Within  the 
Un^d  States,  and  the  value  thereof  shall  be  less  than 
two  nandred  and  fifty  dollars*  that  part  of  the  forfeit- 
ure which  accrues  to  the  United  States^  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be<  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  cost  of  prosecution :  And  it  ia  further 
provided^  That  if  any  officer,  or  oth^r  person  entitled 
to  a  part  or  share  6f  any  of  the  fines,  penalties,  or  for- 
feitures, incurred  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  neces* 
sary  as  a  ^tness  on  the  trial  for  such  fine,  penalty,  or 
forfeiture,,  such  ofiker,  or  other  person,  may  be  a  wit- 
ness upon  the  said  trial:  but,  in  such  a  ease,  he  shall 
not  recaive  or  be  entitled  to  any' part  or  shared  the 
said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  the  part  or  dwre 
to  which  he  otherwise  would  have  been  entitled  shall 
revert  to  the  United  Sutes.  - 

Sac.  A.'  And  he  it,  further  enaeted^  That  when  any 
nation  shall  repeal  all  statutes  imposing  pfohibhions, 
or  laying  countervailing  duties  on  importatioiw  into, 
or  exportations  from,  the  ports  of  such  nation,  of  any 
article  of  merchandise  whatsoever,  in  ships  or  vessels  of 
tl^e  United  ^tates,  on  satisfactory  proof  being  given  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  repeal  of 
such  laws,  all  acts  of  the  United  States  Which  prohibit 
exportatidns  from,  or  lay  ^untervailing  duties  on,  im- 
portations into  the  ports  of  the  (Jniteu  States  of  any 
article  of  merchandise  whatsoever  in  vessels  of  audh 
natioB,  shaU  .be*  and  the  'batte  an  hereby  repealed. 

Tbe  bid  was  twic^  read^  and  <iomraitte4. 
MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Thft  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee in  favorof  ad/nittiog  tha-Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory Into  the  Uqioi)  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  origiual  States. 

A  desultory  debate  of  two  or  thieo  h<»ilr$  took 
pbiee  on  ihe  resohitiotu 

Messes.  PotNBBlTBR,  JoSN90N,  QbOLSOII,  Mc- 

KiM,  Shbpfby,  Hollanb,  and  WniaiiT,  sp<AEe  in 
favor  of  the  reM>lutiofi,  abd  Messrs.  Baoon,  Prr- 
KIN,  duiNCT,  BioBLOW,  afid  Blaibdbll,  againat 
it.  Thfe  arguments  in  pivor  of  its  passage  were^ 
amt)ng  others,  that  the  Territory  c6ula,  when 
.possessing  a  population  o^ 60,000,  claim  admis- 
sibo  as  a  right )  t^iat  it  now  contained  probably 
45,000,  dndwould,  more  ttian  Droba|>iyi  before  a 
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Representative  could  be  elected  under  the  new 
CoDstitutiob,  contain  full  60,000  sotfls ;  that,  after 
admitting  Orleans  ^o  the  rank  of  a  Stdte,  with  a 
minor  population,  at, the.  present  session,  it  would 
be  the  height  of  injustice  to  refu^  the  saiiie  priv- 
ilege to  Mississippi,  which  had  been,  so  much 
longer  a  \>art  of  the  united  terrilpry;  and  against 
the  admission  of  whieh  into  the  Union  none  of 
the  Constitutional  objections  bad  weight  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  admission  of  Orleans. 
The  opponents  of  the  tesolution  argued  that 
some  i;e»pect  was  du^  to  the  feeKogs,  howerer 
grounded,  of  the  Elastern  States,  in'  relatioD  to 
the  creation  of  new  Sutes  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters; that. the  adniission  of  one  State  daring  a 
•essioB  was  sufficient;  if  two  w^retdmitted  in* 
to  the  Union  in  the  course  of  three  months,  the 
pet>ple  of  the  'Eastern  States  would  be  justly 
alarmed  at  the  diminution  of  iheir  relative  weight 
in  the  scale  of  the  Union;  that,  sincffe  it  was  ac- 
kiiowledged  the  new  State  could  not  be  repre- 
sented before  the  thirteenth  Congress,  tliere  could 
be  no  occasion  for  pressing  this  suoject  so  ur- 
^  genllT  at  this  time.  Why  noi,.it  was  asked,  wajt 
for  the  actual  census  or  the  Territory  ?  The 
very  solicitude  which  was  manifesM  to^et  this 
subject  through  Congress,  it  was  said,  showed 
there  was  something  wroopr,  and  was  a  strong 
arffument  against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  retolution  w«s  agreed  to  ii^  Committee  of 
the  Whole— ayes  62. 

The  CommiUferosf^and  reported  tfa«ir  agree- 
ment to  the  riesolatioB. 

Mr*  PiTKiif  moved  to  postpone  the  fnrM^er  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  indefinitely.— Motion 
lost — yeas  45,  nays  69. 

'    Several  unsuccessful  motions.were  made  \o  ad- 
'  joum,  and  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  in  order 
to  read  a  M^ssas[e  which  had  been  presented  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolved  in  ther  affirm- 
ative—yeas  68,  nays 47,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Umnel  J.  Alston,  Willk  Alston,  jun^  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  David  B«rd,  BtrweU  Bastett,  WiUiaov 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  Williim  A-  Barwell.  WU- 
liam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  L^ngdon  Cheves,  Mat* 
thew  Clay,  Janes  Cochran,  William  Ofawfofd,  John 
Dawson,  Josephi)esha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Find* 
ley«  Meshack  l^ranklin,  Gidton  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Daniel 
Helster,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Kichard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  WilUam  Ktn- 
nedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  8am- 
«el  McKee,  Alexiinder  MeKim,  William  MoKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  John  Mont- 
goiery,'Ntcholas  R.  Moore,  Tholnas  Moore^  Jeremiah 
Momm,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Hea  of  Pennsylvania^  John  Bhea  of  Teiuiea- 
see,  Matthiaa  Richaids,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
Bfisstus  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage^  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel 
Sl^w,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henrjr  South-^ 
ard.  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turnerjunior,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert 
Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 


Nats — Joseph  Allen*  Etekiel  Bacon,  Alrijth  Bi|^ 
low,  Daniel  Biaiedell,  James  Breckenridge,  ioha  C. 
Chamt>erlain,  Wm.  Chamberiin,  Epapbroditoi  Cbin- 
pion,  Martin  Chittend^,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wifliaa 
£ly,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk»  Bsisot  Gtnknier, 
Charles  GoIdsboroHgh,  Thomas  R«  Gold,  William  Htle, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Habbsrd,  Ebenov 
HUntin^n,'  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkhu,  W 
seph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  R6y  Livingston,  Yisoat 
Matthews,  William  Mflnor,  Jonathan  O.Mosile3r,(b 
dan  S.  Mutpford,  Joseph  Pearson,  BeiyaiBia  Pickau. 
jr,^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiili Qimc^ 
Thomas  Sionmons,  John  A.  Scadder,  Richsrd  8t» 
ford,  John  Stanley,  James..Stepheiisaa,  Lewis  B.atir 
ges,  Jacob' Swoops,  Samnol  Taggart,  Uri  Trsej.Nid^ 
olas  Yan  Dyke,  KiUUn  K.  Van  Reasssber,  Ubc 
Wheaton,  Etekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilaoa. 

.  Ordemdi  That  Mr.  PoiNfEZtsBj  Mt.  McEim, 
Mr.iltjPTY,  Mc  Ardmuiom.  Mr.  Sroaois,  Mr. 
Van  RtnMBLABB,  and  t^f.  CLorroii,dbpNiBre 
and  bring  in  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  said  reseltttioi. 

Fbidat,  Fcbraaty  1. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Gabdekiei,  tbtt 
the  House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and  the  qaestioo 
thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  io  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  9^  nays  59. 

The  bill  sent  from  tha  Senate;  entitled  "^Aiict 
iaaking  compensation  to  John  Eugene  LMtfes- 
dorfer,  for  services  rendered  the, United  Suteiui 
the  war  with  Tripoli,'*  was  read  twice,  tad  con- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  folio wingTilessage  was  received  from  w 

PpBSlDEMT  OF  THB  UnITED  StATESI 

To  the  House  ofBepmmtaiiveAofihe  UmitdSida: 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  RepresenUtiw*  » «5!I? 
of  the  SecreUry  o(  War,  comp\yuig  with  thw  i«»* 
tion  of  the  21st  msUnt.  _^„ 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jahvart  31,  1811. 

The  Message  having  been  read,  was  refiiTedw 

the  eommittee  appointed  on  thnt  part  of  tM  rre* 
#ideiit'a  Message  of  the  5ih  of  I><»ee9i^^t  VIl, 
raUte^  to  tha  land  forces  and  IbrtificBtteai  of tue 
United  States^  j. 

Mr.  Root,  from  tha  CommUteeef  CatinM*J2 
B  report  od  rhe  petitittn  df  Hopley  Yeatoa,  t^ 
on  rtiei  11th  December  ladt  5  wWch  ww  r»*r 
the  resolution  therein  cdntaineJ  concnrreii » "^ 
the  Hopse,  as  foUowr:  -    mtrht 

That  the  peUHoner  •*  prays  that  T^^^^zl^ 
made  ibrhis  support  for  the  few  remaining^T^^ 
life,"  in  consideration  of  bis  services  in  ^•/*'*^ 
and,  since  that  time,  in  the  command  of  s  w 
cutter.  ^His  age  and  infirmities  are  ^oagtdini^ 
of  his  claim.  Thd  committee  can  dLwovernonF 
Congrew  to  grant  a^  mere  gratuities  the  n«*"^^. 
nation  to  any  individual,  however  'nori*orioaiiiw»  ^ 
duct  might  hsfve  been.  They  therefore  Jf^^^ 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdrsw  lui  P^ 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  hBveleawlo  wi«' 
draw  his  petition. 

PAY  OP  OPprCERS;  of  THB  ^^^^LxM 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bas^btt  fhe  ^^m  rj«"',  j. 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  od  iw 
lowing  bill:  '     .      '      , 
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Ptty  of  Offkert  of  iht  'Navy. 


H.  opR. 


A  Bill  in  relation  to  the  peiniioDs  and  rations' of  the 
officers  of  the  NaTy. 

^  Be  it  enadtd  4-Ch  That  the  officers  of  the  Naty, 

when  not  in  actual   service,  shalf  recetve  the  rations 

allowed  by  law,  except  when  fiirloughed  for  a  definite 

period  of  time,  wiA  permission  to  leaVj6  the  United 

'States. 

Bbc.  3.  And  he  it  fifiriher  enacledy  That  masters 
eommandant,  wfailst'commandiBg  any  ef  the  tessele  of 
the  United  States,  shall,  be  entitled  to  receiVe  one  ra- 
tion in  addition  to  those  now  allowed  by  law. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further,  enacted,  That  midship*, 
men  shal(  be  allowed  two  rations  ^tead  of  one  as 
heretofore. 

Sit.  4.,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  ^ny  offi- 
cer of  the  Naty  shall  die  by  reason  of  a  wound  receiv- 
ed in  (ne  Une  of.  his  duty,  leaving  a  widow,  or  if  no 
widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 
audi  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  such  child  or ,  children, 
shall  be  entitled  to ''receive  half  the  monthly  pav,  to 
which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his' 
death,  dt  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  wound';  which 
allowance  shall  conthiue  Ibr  and  daring  tlie  term  of 
Ave  years.  But  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage 
of  such  widow  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  terni 
of  ft^e  years,  the  half  pay  fi>r  the  remainder  of  the  t^im 
aiiaU  go  to  the  ichild  ht  ehOdreA  of  the  said  deceased 
officers  Provided,  That  subh  half  pay  shall  cease  en 
the  death  of  each  child  or  children ;  and  the  money 
j«qiured.for  this  purpose'  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Navy 
jaeneion  Aind,  under  the  direetiian  of  the  commiinoiiers 
of  that  fbnd,'' 

A  desultory  (sooversation  took  pltoe  in  reration 
to.tbe  pro vtsioos  of, existing  laws  on  this  sub* 
ject.  dkc. 

Idr.  Baoor,  who  with  others  was  of  opioioo, 
that  the  emolomeats  of  officers  of  the  Navy 
-were  already  ampler  tuffieieat,  as  erineed  by  the 
nankeroas  appltcauoot  fur  any  Taeancy  occurring. 
in  the  ,na?a^  service,  moved  to  Mrike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  make  a  similar 
motion  successively  in  relation  to  every  sectioo 
oT  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  oppose^  by  Meters.  Bassbtt, 
Wbio6t,  and  Mitobill,  oo  the  grounds  of  the 
pecttliaritv  of  the  seaman's  situation,  his  habits 
ttofictiog  him  from  obtaioing  a  livelihood  by  apy 
other  a  vocation,  dbc.  ;      ' 

Tiie  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
carded,  58  to  35. 

Mr.  Baooh  then  moved  to  strike,  oot  the  2d 
•od  3d  section. — Carrte^l. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  strikeout  the  A>«rth  see« 
tioD  of  the,  bill,  oot  because  ke  objected  ^to  it  io 
principle^  but  because  it  was  confined  to  officers, 
and  did  not  ^pose  to  extend  the  benefit  to  sea" 


Mr.  Babsbtt opposed  thtf  motion,  and  supported 
the  section  oo  the  ground  that  it  proposed  lo  ex- 
tend to  the  officers  ^tbe  Navf  the  same  privileges^ 
tbA^  were  (xiended  to  those  of  the  Army.  If  the 
sectioo  was  not  sufficiently  couHurehensive,  it 
was  competent  to  fiby  jgeotleman  to  propose 
mmeudments  without  destroying  the  section  al- 
lo|etber. 

Mr.  PicKMANand  other  gentlemen  opposed  the 
jnoiioB. 


Th6  motion  to  strike  oat  the  4th  section  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  and  Mr.  Rhca  successively 
lAade  motions  to  make  the  pensions  &c.,  payable 
out  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  ^isclretibn  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  instead  of  out  of  the  Navy 
pension  fund.  These  motions  having  failed  of 
success —     .  ' 

Mr*  MiTCHiLL  then  renewed  the  rabtion  to^trike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the'  bill ;  which  was  car- 
ried, 38  to  34. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  thatjhey 
had  stricken  out  all  the  sectfoYis  of  the  bill. 

The  House  agreed*  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  WboIe< 

The  question  being  about  to  bejakeiv  on  con« 
earring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
striking  out  the  three  first  sections,  so  as  to  take 
the  qaestion  sej)arately  on  striking  out  the  4th 
section — 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  indefinitely.   * 

The  question  was  decided  by. yeas  and  nays; 
when  there  were  for  indefinite  postponement  60. 
against  it  53,  as  follows :     . 

YiAS — Lemuel  f.  Alston,  jWilh^  Alston;  jnn^  Eae- 
kiel  Baoon,  Abyah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown*  William  A.  Burwell,,  William~Butlar,  Joseph 
Calhoun^  £paphr(^itus  Chainpion»  Matthew  Clay« 
James  Cochran,  Bichard  Cutis,  John  Davenport,  jvin., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  £ly,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  BarziUai  Gannett,  David  S.  Garland,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Ora^,  Daniel  Heister,  James 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thohias  New- 
bold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Forter,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Riehards,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebeneser  8age, 
Thomas  Bammon%  Lenrael  Sawyer,  John  A .  Bcnd&r, 
Ebefieser  9eMTer»  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
i9miUe,  George  Smith,  SamneL  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Richard  Stanfor^  Jacob  8woepe»  Sarnnel  Tag- 
gart,  Jehu  Thompeon,  George  M.  Troupe  Charles 
Tnnier,  jun.,  Bebert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton»  and 
Robert  WhitehiU.       v 

Natb  Jtseph  Allen,  William  Andesson,  Borwell 
Bessette  Daniel  Bkisdell,  James  Breckeniidge,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WUlikm  Cbamber- 
lin,  Langdon  Cheves,  MartiA  Chittenden,  William 
Crawford,  James.  Em<At,  Bareut  Gardenier,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
William  Helms,  Ebeneter  Huntington,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas- 
Kenan,  Herman  Knickerbaekec,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingston, John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant 
M.  Miller,  WUliam  Miliior,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jqhn 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moselev, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  Benjamin  Pi<i- 
man,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porterr  Samuel  Ringgold,  Daniel 
Shefley,  Demiis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  John  SUniey, 
James  Stepkensoa,  Lewis  B.  Atorges,  Uri  Tracy, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  AMhibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Esekiel  Whitman,  Robert  Wither- 
spe^,  and  Robert  Vrigfat 

So  the  bill  was  iadefiniieljr  oostponed. 
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Commercial  Intercourse. 


FBBi(U41T,1811. 


Saturday,  February  fl, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qardbnieb,  U^at 
tbe  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  be* 
in^  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg* 
alive--yeas  20,  nays  63.  ^ 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  th^  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  several  bills  from  the  Senate  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac ;  to  iDcor4K)rate 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  AlexandriaT ;  to  ipcorporate 
the  Bank  of  Wash  in^rton;  and  to  incorporatethe 
Union  Qank'  of  Georgetown )  jreported,  in  part, 
the  agreement  of  the  committee  Co  the  first- men- 
,  tioned  bill,  with  amendments. 

COMMSROIAL  Ili^ROOURSB.     * 

Mr.  fippjsa  moved  to  discharge  the  Commits 
tee  of  the  Whole  from  the  ftirther  consideration 
of  the  bUl  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 
commerce,  ^c,  for  the  purpose  of  recommitting 
,the  bill  to  the  committee  who  reported  it. 

Mr.  GoLD8Boaoi/QH  wished  the  gentleman  to 
state  the  rea!>ons  which  urged  him  to  move  a  re- 
commitment cf  the  bill.  It  was  utfual,  in  such 
cases  to  state  the  grounds  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  had  no  objection  to  st^Cethe 
reasons  which  operated  with  him.  The  bill  oob« 
tained  variovs  provisrons  respecting .  enforcing 
Ihe  (aw  of  May  last.  The  non>inter,coQrse  went 
into  operation  to-day.  tt  had  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  that,,  inthe 
present  aspect  of  oura£Fdirs,  it  would  be  better  to 
provide  for  the  relief  of  our  own  citizen^,  and 
suspend  the  pa:>sage  of  the  law  fov  enforcing  the 
Don-intercourse,  until  the  doubts  hanging  over 
our  foreign  relations  were  dissipated.'  Under 
these  impressions,  the  Committee  bad  thdught  it 
proper  that  a  distinct  bill  should  be.  reported,  to 
.  admii  to  eatf  y  all  vessels  sailing  from  Great  Brit- 
ain after  the  secocid  of  Fe^^^^y* 

Mr.  Randoi^h  wished  to  know' whether ,it  wRs 
io  order  to  omke  a  motion  amendatory  of  the 
motion  for  reoommitmeot  ? 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmatiire: 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  attended  theHotl^e 
with  great  anxiety  yesterday,  with  a  view  io 
Bfiake  the  motion  iniich  he  was  now  abomno  sub* 
mit  as  an  amendment  to  that  under  consideration, 
but  coold  not  procure  the  floor.  The  amend'* 
ment  which  he  wished  to  propose,  Mr.  R.  said, 
was  one  which  he  should  nave  wi^tied  to  have 
offered  in  the  shape  of  a  separate  resolution,  and 
whiph  became  down  to  the  House  to-day  pre*- 
par^d  to  offer.  He  should  make  but  few  prefa- 
tory remarks  on  this,  subject.  Time  was  short; 
was  precious;  antk  above  all,  be  should  wish  the 
House  to  act  with  promptitude,  in  whatsoever 
raanpcr  it  might  decide  ou  this  question.  It  Would 
be  remembered — and,  really,  nothing  was  farther 
from  ^is  .wish,  4iothiog.was  farther  from. his  pol* 
icy^  than  a  desire  to  create  an  unpUasant  ^enaa- 
tioD  or  reflection*  in  the*  mind  ofanymemb^  of 
this  House— rit  would  be  reoolleetedt  he  said,  diat 
we  had  made  a  sort  of  retreat  froin  the  embargo 
to  the  non-intercodrse  law.  Among  the  objec- 
tions whiiBh  then  iuggested  themselves  to  the 


friends  as  well  as  the  opponeats  of  that  U»,tkc 
ingenious  one  which  has  been  taken  io  FrtDce 
never  once  occtiired;  it-was  not  coateadMi,  he 
believed,  that  it  would  give. to  that  Governmeot 
It  plea  for  heavy  retaliation  on  vla.  Such,  how- 
ever. Was  the  fact.  .The  .sequeatrations  sod  cod- 
flscations  of  American  property  in  France,  have 
been  made  avowedly  in  retaliation  of  the  aoihio- 
tertourse  law  Quinber  one.  From  that  kw,  ho«- 
ever,  we  ^scalped  to  another  position,  ehaaged  oor 
front,  and  took  post  on  the  Aer  (he  forgot  the  title 
of  it)  concerning  commercial  intercourse^  Ac.- 
the  act  of  last  session.  And  nOw,  Mr.  ft.  said,  it 
seemed  they  were  to  have  a  modification  of  tbtt 
In  solne  part^  it- was  to  be  pared  away,  weakened, 
like  some  parts  of  this  building;  in  others  bat- 
tressed  aud  supported,  no  matter  at  what  ekoense 
of  public  proftperity  or  happiness;  oDe-btffthe 
building  in  a/state  of  magnificent  repair,  the 
other  leaky,  and  unfit  for  ti^e  residence  of  hmma 

Nothipg  was  fiutber  from  his  wish,  Mr.  R. 
said,  thi^n  to  enter  into  a  iietailed  e^cposiuoaof 
our  foreign  relationa,  >ut  h«  asked  all  sides  of  the 
HouM  to  lay  their  hands  pa  their  hearts  aadtik 
themselves  what  heoefits  had  aoerued  fromtke 
non  intereourse  law  No  1,  and  that oflastier 
sion,  No:  2  ?  Why  did  they  eontinueos  tbestit- 
Qte  book  those  acts  ? '  Why  were  these  mesMrei, 
totally  Imbecile  ««  relates  to  foreign  Powersjilto- 
gether  inadequate  as  to  coercion  on  ihem,  soilered 
to  remain' in  «xi6tenee?  Let  me  drairtiliort 
picture,  slud  Mr.  R.  Let  us  sappose  a  Lirerpool 
ship,  containing  the  cotton  and  tdbaccoof  t^e 
Soothern  States,  arriving  in  Englaad,  wu  eoa- 
ftscated,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  British 
fljtehequeron  the  plea  of  retalisltioo  tothatsoQ- 
intercourse  law,  which  unquestionably  did  tffifCt 
Qreat  Britain  aa  much  as  it4id  France.  Let  v 
suppose,  in  oonaequeoce  of  the  passage  of  tbe  Jair 
relating. to  eomnefeial  iatercourse,  thsMuqtHs 
Wellesley  writes  to  Mr.  Pinkney  a  very  pwi^ 
note,  informi'og  him  that  inasmach  as  are  irt  dis- 
posed to  withdraw,  our  measure,  so  hostile^  the 
edicts  under  which  oor  property  had  been  n^ 
tared  shoold  be  suspended  ooaditionally ;  tiiM^f* 
Pinkney,  in  rejoinder,  writes  a  very  civil  ootito 
kitow  what  is  eo  he  don^  with  the  money,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sequestered  American  cargoes  locked  op 
In  the  Treasury  vaults,,  and,  that  the  Msrqttit 
should  reply.  Why,  as  to  that  a&ir.  the  priocipk* 
of  reprisal  will  govern  h.  I  willsayaotlungoiu^ 
seCmen  lying  in  the  dongjeoos  of  France;  not  tbtt 
I  feel  less  for  the  righto  of  maa  thaa  for  tht  rifto 
of  property,  "but  because  that  subject  does  aot  ap- 
pear to  have*  been  touched  in  the  notes  fro«  o«] 
Minister  to  the  Minister  of  France ;  or,  if  squinted 
at,  not  deigned  io  be  notieed  by  that  Miaisttr  la 
reply.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  iiiid 
Mr.  Il>,-^continBiiighis  bypothesis,.)  oa  ikediy 
on  which  the  promissory  note  becomes  ps^^n^ 
issues  a  |>roclamation  in  which  he  spspeads  taii 
act  respeeting  ^ommereikl  intercourse.  Iw 
suppose  that,  on  the  first  of  January,  a  nsad 
leaves  Liverpool  oonveyiog  a  note  from  Mr.  Pink' 
ney,  from  otir  Consul,  MrJMaury,  from  wy  »8^^ 
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howerer  lo.w  in  the  diplomatic  dcale,  statins  that 
all  the  ye^els  on  which  these  decrees  could  op^ 
«rafe  hsti  beebput  in  a  state  of  se^aestration.  (say 
oil  the  8th  of  Ueeembei:,)  would  it  be  possible  for 
VM,  howerer  well  disposed,  to  ^^loss  over  this  vile 
conduct}  to  believe  that  official' advice  bad  not 
been  received  at  Lbndon  in  time  for  ani  order  to 
arrive  thence  beibce^  the  first  of  Jaonaty  ?  Bur^' 
ill  tbe  case  'in  question,  o^r  agent  di^  not  reside 
at  a  distatit  port,  but  at  Paris;  ^  that  thefe  was 
an  interval  between  the  8th  of  December  and 
Itt  of  January,  in  which  to  send  an  order  for  the 
felease  of  those  vesi^fs  to  Bordeaux.  I  will  sup- 
poee,  in  addition'te  all  tins,  that  an  American  fri- 
gate, at«e«i]^ng  toenter  the  port&of  Great  Bri(« 
aio,  wheln  in  this  act  of  amity,  is  ti'eated  with 
indifffiity,  and  compelled  to  perform  qoafantlne. 
1  ask  you,  sir,  if  the  pVoeeeds  of  the  cott6n  an<^ 
tolwcco  of  the  Bouth^m  planterifi,  instead  of  beinj^r 
dapoeiied  in  iheir  pockeiK,  waft  locked  up  in  the 
Bntish  Treasury,  find  they  were  told  that  it  was 
sTeialiatory  measure,  and  must  be  settled  by  the 
law  of  reprisal^Ivask  whether  we  isbould  not 
liar^  war  against  that  coantry  in  four  and  twenty 
lioirra?    UnqacMionably  we  would. 

'But,  Mr.  R.  said,  his  object  was  not  td  make 
war«  His  experience  of  the  temper  of  the  House, 
however  atrongly  hb  inclination  mi^rht  be  that 
Way,  bad  certainly  operated  a  preventive  cure 
QpoB  any  disposition  he  might  find  within  him- 
Mlf  to  turo  kd^hl  errant.  All  he  would  wf#h 
to  press  ^pon  the  House  Vas.  the  propriety  of 
relieving  the  President  of  tbe  l/nited  Stisites  fcom 
ahe  dllemtiia  in  wliieh  h^  must  now  «tand,  in 
cfoosequence  6f  his  proelarnation,'  by  an  immedi* 
ale  repeal  ef  tha<  law  of  commercial  intercourse 
CO  which  this  new  biU  from  the  Cdmmittee  of 
Woteigtk  Relatlotts  is  supplementary.  Mr.  K., 
chere&nej  mored.  bv  way  of  amiendment,  -  that 
the  Comntittee  of  F^rei^n "Relatione  be  instruct- 
ed to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  tbe  bill  respecting 
commerclat  intercourse  between  the  United  Btates 
and  Great  Britftn  and  France,  and  tb^irdepend- 
eoolea.  I  make  you  this  motion,  said  Mr.  R.,  and, 
for  <3od^  sake,  let  us  oc^ce  more  have  clear  stays. 
Mr.  Bppee  said  it  was  not  his  intention  on  th^ 
preeeai  occasion  to  take  a  tedious  view  of  oUr 
Foreign  Relations.  It  wis  su  Ac  lent  for  him  to 
o%aerye  that  thefixeciJitivehad  complied  with  the 
law  of  last  session;  thsit  the  Berlin  and  Mrtan 
Decrees  having  been  withdrawn,  andl  these  being 
ike  only  decrees  ^^  violating  tlreneutrkl  commerce 
of  the  United  States,^  in  consequence  of  that 
withdhiwal,  the  President  bad  issued  the  procla- 
lOatlon  required  b^rl^wi    With  regard  to  the  in-: 

I'Qfiea  we  had  received  from  each  belligerent,  Mr. 
E^safd,  he  would  not  {)ass  through  the  chapter  of 
wtongs.  On  an  Occasion  similar  to  that  given 
by  France,  a  sitnilar  arrangemeiit  was  entered 
into  wHh  Great  Britain,  carried  into  effect,  and 
coittmanieatioa  restored  with  her.  What  had 
been  then  our  situation?  Had  t)ur  wrongs  been 
redressed?  Had  they  not  spoliated  our  com- 
merce, impressed  our  seamen,  and  heaped  upon 
the  nation  every  wrong  which  insolence  and 
p^wer  combined  could  produce?  Yet,  in  that 
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arrangement,  these  injuries  were  left  for  future 
adjustment,  and  the  agreement  under  the  law  in 
'that  case,  as  in  the  present,  was  considered  a^mere 
arrangement  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  No 
tnan  felt  tnore  sensibly  than  Mr.  C  as  to  the  se- 
questrations of  France;  no  man  woold  go  farther 
to  bbtain  justice  than  hiqseif.  But,  in  the  pres- 
ent posture  of  the  afiairs  of  this  country,  he  could 
not  consent  to  do  an  act'whi,ch  would  go  to  vio- 
tate  the  faith  of.  this  nation,  pledged  under  the 
suhctioii'of  Legblative  authority.  The  proposi- 
tion was  distinctly  made  in  the  law^  wa^  accepted 
by  on6  belligerent,  the  evidence  furnished,  as  re- 
quired by  our  own  laW,  of  the  revocation  of  her 
decrees;  and  now,  when  they  did  not  know  of 
a  single  case  on  which  the;^ decrees  had  since  op- 
erated^ he  was  not  di^sposed  to  annul  the  whole 
proceeding.  Gentlemen  would  recollect  that  the 
arrabgemeat  had  been  made  in  August,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  arrival  of  the  Essex,  no  cir- 
ci^mstaiice  had  occurred  to  give  to  France  a  cer- 
tainty'that  the  Uiiited  States  had  complied  with 
th^e  engagements  int6  which  they  bad  entered. 
The  case  of  th^  ve$sel  seized  at  Bordeaux  was 
not  that  of  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,' but 
froin  Gibraltar.  It  was  not  known  of  what  her 
car^o  was  composed^  or  what  the  circumstances 
whrch  induced  her  seizure.  These  circumstances 
were  all  unknown  ;  and,  although  as  an  individ- 
ual, said  Mr.  E.,  I  am  hot  disposed  at  the  present 
moment,  until  I  know  certainly  that  they  are 
withdi'awh,  to  take  measures  to  enforce  the  non- 
in'tercoutse  act,  before  I  vole  for  its  repeal,,! 
must  possess  unequivocal  evid^npe  ihat^  France' 
has  violated  the  faith  j^fed^ed  to  this  nation. 

The  arrangement  With  France  stands  precisely 
on  the  same^  footing  as  with  Great  Britain.  In 
both  cases  t1ie  Executive  accepted  the  faith  of 
the  natfon.  pledged  throOgh  their  Minister;  and 
if  it  should  turn  out  that  we  have  been  deceived 
by  both,  It  Will  prove  that  there  has  been  always 
od  the  part  of  tbe  Executive  of  the  l^ited  States 
a  sincere  disposition  to  have  peace  with  these 
nations.  On  the  subject  of  the  spoliations  on 
'cbmrtierce  by  France,  and  her  seizures  and  con* 
fiscatibns,  it  would  be  found  that  in  every  letter 
addressed  by-  our  Minister  jL6  that  Governdieot 
the  restoration  of  that  property  was  considered 
as  making  an  essential  part  of  the  arrangement* 
The  circumstance  of  vhe  Minister  being  obliged 
b  return  from  France,  at  a  period  perhat»  rather 
unfavorable,  might  have  prevented  that  part  of 
the  arrangement  from  receiving  that  decided 
character  which  it  ought  to  possess.  Mr.  E.  said 
his  colleague  was  mistaketo  as  to  the  alleged  cause 
of  the  seizures  in  France ;  it  was  not  a  retaliation 
for  the  non-intercourse,  law,  bUt  for  the  supposed 
seizui^e  of  property  in  American  ports.  He  be- 
lieved, that  it  was  a  fact  th^t  no  such  seizure  of  pro-' 
per^y  bad  taken  place;  and  if  the  law  of  reprisal 
was  to  govern  in  this  casej  if  anything  like  jusiice 
could  be  relied  on  from  France,  the  property 
would  be  promptly  restored.  Mr.  E.  concluded 
by  suggesting  to  his  colleague  the  propriety  of  of- 
fering his  pjroposition  separately  from  the  present 
motion.    There  were  consideratronswiuchigilght 
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to  induce  the  House  immediately  to  pass^  regula- 
tions for  the  relief  of  our  own  citizens. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  it  would  gi^e  him  great 
pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request  of  his  col- 
league, were  it  not  for  the  circumstance  that  this 
non-impoftation  went  into  operation  to-(Jay.    The. 
truth  was,  if  there  were  to  be  in  point  of  lact  any 
operation  at  all;  if  the  medTcine  were  to  work; 
.  it  it  were  to  have  any  practical  effect,  he  would 
let  it  pasts.    &ut  although  in  point  of  fact  it  would 
do  the  belligereqts  no  harin^  and  junquestionably 
do  us  no  good,  it  would  be  made  an  engine  for 
sinking  the  value  of  the- property  of,hls  constitu- 
ents.   Mjr.  H.  said  he  was  jopiiosed  to  this  sort  of 
legislative  quackery;  it  went. to  the  impairing 
our  own  Constitution — to  injuring  our  own  nealth, 
without  affecting  our  Enemies,    He  thought  (he 
{gentleman  had  stated  that  there  liad  been  do  case 
in  which  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  been 
applied  to  our  property  since  the  1st  of  November. 
.  In  the  name  of  common  sen^e,  said  Mi.  ]El.,  ef 
whi^t  consequence  is  it  to  us,  i(  we  axe  plundered 
and  robbed,  whether  it  b€  under  one  decree  er 
anotlier!    Will  the' gentleman  say  that  there  is 
DO  case  in  which  our  property  has  been  robbed, 
and  the  proceeds  put  in  the  French  treasury  ?    I^ 
is  of  no  matter  or  consequence  to  us.  whether  we 
are  murdered  and  robbed  on  the  hignway,  or  the 
rights  of  hospitality  be  disregarded  and,  we  mur- 
dered in  our  beds  under  the  protection  bf  our 
host.    As  relates  to  us,  the  question  is  altogether 
immaterial.    There  is  a  deeper  die  of  depravity 
in  one  case  than  in  the  other,  as  relates  to  the  of- 
fender— not  a  shade  of  difference  as  relates  to  the 
party  offended.    It  eeeras,  sir,  that  We  attend  so 
muofa  of  late  to  mode  and  so  little  to  substance, 
that  if  we  ar«  not  robbed  andplumleced  after  this 
particular  manner,  we  may  be  robbed  and  plun- 
dered  to  our  heart's  content  after  another  fashion 
The  question  with' us  is^  whether  we  are  robbed' 
and  plundered.    It  n>ay  be  matter  at  Paris,  where 
there  b  so  much  in  the  mode,  but  to  us  old-fash- 
ioned people  it  is  no  matter,  so  us  we  lose  our 
money,  how  it  is  taken. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  should  have  been  extremely 
glad  to  have  submitted  this  proposition  in  the 
shape  of  a  resolution,  add  discussed  it  in  the  Cora-' 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred. But  could  it  not  be  dijscus^ed  now  7  Was 
it  not  as  ipucb  in  the  power'^f  finy  member  un- 
der the  present  motion  to  discuss  the  question 
whether  the  non-iniercourse  lawshall  be  repealed  ? 
His  colleague^  Mr.  R.  said,^  had  justified  tne  seiz- 
ure of  our  property  in  French  ports  as  a  r^talia;- 
tion  for  alleged  seizures  of  French  property  in 
our  ports,  which  he  allowed  not  to  have  taKen 
place.  Was  it  of  any  consequence  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  if  they  were  plundered  un- 
der false  and  stale  pretexts,  what  those  pretexts 
were?    He  apprehended  not. 

One  word,  said  Mr.  R.,  on  the  subject  of  the 
,  faith  said  to  have  been  pledged  by  the  act  of  May, 
last.  It  cannot  have  been  so  pledged.  Pledged 
to  whom  ?  To  Great  Britain  1  Unquestionably 
not.  To  France?.  Unquestionably  not.  What 
ii  our  law  ?    A  rule  of  action.    Jo  whom?    For 


ourselves,  We  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  two 
great  .belligerents  of  Europe ;  we  pass  a  law  foe 
the  regulation  id  our  own  conducit,  the  operatioa 
of  which  is  to  depend  on  certain  contingencies. 
Is  that  a  pledge  of  faith,  to  either  of  those  bellig- 
erents? Unquestionably  not.  But  this  it  does 
fiot  behoove  .me  to  prove;  it  behooves,  my  col- 
eaffue  to  show  how  it  is  a  pledge  of  our  faiib. 

With  regard  to  the  anxieiy  of  the  President  to 
pr^erve  peace,  Mr.  R,  presumed  there  could  be 
no  doubt  jof  the  fact ;  he  never  -doubted  it.  He 
submitted  to  the  House  whether  late  occucreiicfls 
did  not  afford  aa  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of 
this  wretched  system  of  lame  expedients,  in  which 
they  iiad^  emb.arked  sjnce  th^  abandoned  the 
embargo.  It  might  i>e -said  that  in  a  short  time 
news  might  be  received  of  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
den  in  Coimcil^  which  wotald,  in  the  omnion  of 
some,  render  this  motion  unnecessary^  The  law. 
Mr.  R.  saidf  was  a  rnle  of  conduct  for  hiaii,  and 
nor  fore  jgn  nation  bad  a  right  to  know  of  iu  ex- 
istence'; and  if  news  of  rescinding  the  Orders  ia 
Council  were  to  arrive  in  town  thisdajr,  he  sbonid 
still  be  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  ought  ta  re- 
peal this  law.  He  looked  upon  the  law.  as  being 
mischievous';  as.having  no  operation  on  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  or  Bonaparte's  deorees^r  If  it  had 
none,  why  reuin  it?  Why  keep  it  here  as  a 
germ  of  difficuUy  ?  Let  us  have  clear  stays,  I 
repeat^  said  Mr.  R»  Let  us  have  tabular  rtua; 
and,  it  we  nKi^it  $ght,  let, us  fight  withoot  percln 
meat  chains  about  our  hands, 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  said  he  was  glad  tbe  boslness 
ha^  been  brought  before. the  House;  he  hoped  it 
lyas  a  harbingeh  of  our  emancipation  from  our 
own  laws  on  the  subject  of  commerce.  The  pol- 
icy pursued  4>y  the  Uovernment  for  eight  or  «ea 
years  past,  l^d  been  to  deal  in  cofnaercinl  re* 
strictions ;  and  if  they  had  been  found  inadeqnatc^ 
it  was  high  time  to  think.about  laying  them  aside. 
For  the  purpose  of  beinff  uaderst^,  Mr.  M. 
begged  the"^  indulgence  of  the  Hoqse  whihl  he 
gave  a  little  summary  of  the  coQrse  which  had 
been  pursued.  It  commenced  in  1804,  whea  the 
English  determined  to  interfere  with  Beotral  ves- 
sels carrying  the  produce  of  the  colonies  of  one 
of  the  belligerents.  •  At  that  time  the  merchants 
of  the  seaports  almost  stunned  our  ears  with  their 
complaipu  of  oppressive  violations  of  our  ceM* 
merce.  Congress  were  told  at  that  tioae  that 
trade  was  annihilated;  that  its  profits  wereea- 
tirely  lost ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  it  aay 
longer  with  a  prospect  or  advantaffe ;  and  Con- 
gress were  solicited  to  interfere.  I  well  reoeai- 
ber  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  course  of  events;  beeaose. 
from  my  situation  at.  that  time,  many  meaM>naU 
passed  through  my  hands.  In  consequence  of 
this  clamor  from  the  seaports,  and  the  representa- 
tions from  the  merchants \hat  their  case  was  for- 
lorn ;  the  Qoverpment,  willing  to  do  semeihing 
to  relieve  them  in  their  distress,  and  not  wiUiag 
to  go  to  the  extent  of  authorizing  them  to  arm. 
went  into  a  system  of  commercial  restrictions  aai 
expedients  of  this  sort — and.  out  of  these  circom- 
stances  grew  the  first  bi]l  for  a  non-importation. 

What  was  it  ?    It  was  a  bill  to  cxoliide  the  JB- 
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Aortatian  of  ODoeees^ary  articles.  I  voted  fbr  the 
Dillj  beeaose  I  had  a-disposition  to  t^ie  those  things 
wkich,  if  not  as  good  as  I  could  wish,  were  the 
best  we  coald  get,  and  we  codid  a^ree  upoii  thart 
bill  MThen  weeobld^gYeeiipon  noihmgelse.  What 
was  the  cooseqaence  of  this  raeasare  ?'  The  law 
produced,  do  effect  upon  the  country  to  whom  it 
had  particular  relation,  although  seconded  at  the 
aame  tiil^e  by  a  Minister  Eitraordinarjr  to  nego- 
tiate nnderEhteentlve  directions.  The  next  step 
■  in- the  history  of  coercing  foreign  nations  by  conl- 
mereial  restripttons  was  th^  embargo^  in  which 
oar  people  were  told  tha^  the  state  of  things 
was  so  desperate  on  the  ocean,  that  the:  most  pro- 
Ber  eoorse  for  our  circumstances,  was' to  stay  at 
oome.  -  Thia^  expedient  was  tried ;  and  it  was  an 
efibrt  of  independence  ;yit  was  an  act  which  Would 
have  tendered  as  not  only  nominally  independent, 
but  indepeDrdent  in  fact.  It  was  found-impossible 
to  carry  it  in^  eff«>et ;  and  under  that  convictiod  it 
was  jrepealed.  From  that  repeal  sprang  the  non- 
iBtereourse^  which  after  a  year  was  mid  aside. 
The  operation  of  that  syiitem  was  to  allow  a  trade, 
not  permitted  direct,  to  be  carried  on*  through  in- 
termediate ports.  We  have  since  had  the  law  of 
May  last,  proDosing  an  alternative  to  the  bellig- 
erents ;  wbien  -has  brought  us  into  the  situation 
io  which  we  find  burselves—^ne  nation  professing 
to  repeat  these  decreet  and  the  other  disregarding 
tbeofifer. 

What  is  our  situatloii  with  regard  to  the  na- 
tion repealing  its  decrees  ?  The  detention  of  0ur 
property  at  St.  Sebastian's  Is  extremely  oppress- 
ive to  us.  We  h^ve  already  patssed  an  act  this 
session- appropriating  nearly  a  huitdred  thpusand 
dollars  in  aid  of  thefundfof  the  relief  of  seamen, 
Ac.,  In  order  to  bringing  home  our '  seaman 
thrown  adrift  in  that  and  other  ports.  ^  We  are 
told»  by  the  documents  on  our  table,  thiE^t 'seizures 
still  continue ;  and  ic  seems  to  me,  from  all  these 
eircUimtances,  that  thetimes  ar^  not  ohan«[ed  for 
th«  better.  It/w^s  wholly  fm material,  Mr.  M. 
tfsfi,  whether  oar  procJatodtion  reached  France 
previoat  to  (he  late  seizures  or  not;  it  became 
them  to  iparry  into  effect  their  own  declaration. 
"Whether  "they  had  received  oar  engagement  or 
sot,  their  decrees  ought  to  have  be^  annulled 
on  the  first  of  Noveoroer.  In  takinr  a  review  of 
the  eireomstanoes,  and  findiag  these  commercial 
restrictions  not  to  have  answered  the  ptirposefor 
which  they  were  desiffnedf  he  was  inclined  to 
i^ete  for  the  resolution  tn  the  table,  gottiz  to  prov 
d«ee  a' change  which  he  thought  de^iralne. 

It  seenred  to.  him  there  were  but  three  ways 
Ito  which  it  was  worth  while  to  treat  this  subject. 
The  first  course  presenting  itself  was  a  deter- 
mination on  the  part-  of  this  people  to  stay  at 
homf .  In  that  case  they  would  be  perfectly  free 
from  the  kssaulu  of  the  belligerents,  unless  indeed 
they  should  coihe  to  invade  our  territory.  This 
coarse  had  been  attempted  by- the  embargo ;  the 
experiment  had  failed ;  it  had  been  given  hp  tn 
^kspair.  The  second  course,  was  to  go  on  in  our 
non-intercourse,  subject  to  the  reatricdons  of  for- 
«l)tn  nations,  subject  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
Mligerent  Powers,  and  to  a  iobmiMion  to  those 


regulations  wbich  stronger  or  more  warlike 
Powers  might  think  proper  to  interpose.  This 
coarse  is  the  one  that  he  supposed  we  mast  come 
to,  of  allowing  every  one  who  choose  to  make  an 
adventqre  of  his  personal  property  to  do  so,  at 
his  o^n  option  and  persbnal  risk.  A  third  mode 
remained,  and  that  would  perhaps  form  an  ia- 
tenesting  subject  for  discussidOj^viz:  whether  the 
persons  and  property  of  individuals  should  not 
b^  saved  from  rapide  and  plunder,  by  some  pro-^ 
tecting  arihs.  This,  it  may  be  said,  will  produce 
war.  It  seeo^s  to  me,  on  reviewing  the  conduct 
of  the  belligerents,  they  are  hoth  at  war  with  tis. 
if -the  capture  of  property,  its  seizure  and  seques- 
tnation;  if  the  imprisonment  of  j)ersons,  and  in 
maiiy  cases*  the  ^eath  of  these  persons,  do  not 
provoke  war,  I  know  not  what  is  cause  of  war. 
If  we  consider  what  sort  of  protection  should  be 
given  to  property^  it  ^ay  be  in  two  modes;  one. 
in 'Which  the  natibn,  in  a  national  fdrm,  shall 
think  proper  to  extend  protection  to  the  persons 
aod  property  of  its  citizens;  or,  thttt  protection 
which  the  ajrQas  of  the  individuals  concerned  may 
afford  to*  theiiiiselves  under  the  license  of  Gov- 
ernment; r 

In  order  that  Cong^ress  might  arrive  at  some- 
thing  less  entangling  than  the  system  in  which 
they  .were  involved,  Mr.  M.  said  he' was  willing 
to  clear  «way  the  impediments  in  the  road  to 
commerce,  and  to  allow  his  countrvmen  to  ad- 
vance in  que^t  of  profit— 16  have  a  clear  sea ;  and 
when  they  should  be  once 'more  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  free  trade,  it  would  enable  Congress  to 
consider  at  leisure  what  measures  should  be 
taken  for  future  security  and  protection.  For, 
on  looking  ibto  the  state  ^f  things  in  this  country, 
it  .would  be  fbaod  that  they  were  involved  in 
naradoxes.  One  was,-*  that,  having  a  power  to 
jay  internal  taxes^  Congress  di^  noi  choose  to  ex- 
ercise it.  -A  second  was,  that  Government  re- 
fusing to  protect  cornmerce  by  an  armed  force, 
there  should  at  the  slime  time  b&immense  quan- 
tities of  property' sent  abroad  under  the  guaniian- 
ship  of  its  own  citizens,  when  it.  was  well  known 
that  that  |>r6perty  might  and  would  ,be  seTzed  by 
the  stronger  PoiVers  under  *any  pretence  they 
should  choose  to  set  Op.  Annther  thing  inciden* 
tal  to  the  society  to  which  i^el>el6ng,  said  Mr. 
M:.  is,  that,  with  a  commerce  under  such  ctr* 
cam$tanees,  we  mast  derive  from  that  very  com* 
<mercethe  revenue  which  supports  our  Cfevern* 
.nfent.  In  such'a  sttite  of  things  I  am  perfectly 
dteirous  that  there  shall  be  a  chance  once  more 
given  to  the  havigat'ing  and  commercial  pai't  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  go  on  with* 
out  impediments  on  the  part  of  their  own  Gbv- 
ernment  and  make  their  voyages  as  advantage- 
ously as  they  can;  th^t  they  may. go  abroad  like 
industrious  bees,  and  return  laden  with  honey  to 
the  hive;  for,  looking  at  our  financial  system, 
bottomed  on  commerce,  I  think  we  oo^ht  not  ta 
superadd  to  the  difficulties  under  which  com- 
merce labors,  restrtciioiis  imposed  by  our  own 
Governments 

Mr.  Wriobt  said  he  was  not  a, little  surprised 
at  a  ffentleman's  rising  and  oropoeing  a  direct 
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TiolatiOB  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  GoTernineDt, 
pledged  io  the  law  of  May  (ast  in  the  face  of  the 
worM.  He  hoped  that  such  a  breach  of  good 
faith  would  receive  too.  couptenance  ia  tj;iis 
House.  What!  said  he,  after  the. Legislature  of 
the  United  States  hare  legislated  on  i\ie  subject, 
making  n  propositioi,  and  one  Power  has  so  far 
acceded  to  it  as  to  refolce  her  decrees  of  Berlin 
atid  Milan  in  so  many  words,-  are  we  to  shrinl^ 
irom  a  performance  of  the  contract?  Mr.  W. 
felt  not  d  little j^urprised  thai,  aften-this,  any 
Reoreseiitatiye  of  the  American  nation  would 
feel  a  disposition,  upon  the<receipt  of  aletter  frooft 
mCbarg6  des  Affairs,  (which  be  di4  no(  know- 
that  he  was,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Presiident 
and  confirmed  by  the  Behate  as  required  by  law,) 
tkki  any  member  would  be  disposed  to  slight  ^h^ 
nation's  promise.  -  What  does  .this  gentleman 
liiyl  Thar  our  frigate  £s8.ez  arrived  qn  tbe  5ih, 
aad  thi^t  a  messenger  cominf  ashore  waf  pre^ 
Tented  by  the  shi))'a  being  held  liable.to  quarai^-' 
tine;  and  that  tlie  ship  N^w  Orleans  Packet  had 
been  seized  at  Borde^x,  under  the  Berlin  and 
Biiiaa  decrees.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W*,  what  informa* 
tion  had  the  French  Qoyernroent  then  received 
of  the  proclamation  oTthe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  ?  None ',  it  was  not  till  the  l^th  tbat: 
the  proqlamalion  reached  Paris,  where  it  was  re- 
ceived by  fhe  people  whh  great  joy.  Weliave 
no  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  <9overament 
sobsequent  tp  that  time.  In  relation  to  the  seiz- 
ure of  this  vessel^  whedevei'  an  agent  does  aii 
act  violatinff  the  Jaw  of  nations,  the  Govei^nment 
most  be  called  upon  and  refusip  to  disavow  the 
act  before  it  can  be  aspri^Med  to  the  Government. 
What,  then,  has  been  "done  in  this  case  ?  There' 
is  a  letter  written,  no  answer  to  which  had  beep 
leoeived  when  it  was  despatclied.  We  find,  too, 
that  the  vessel  seized  had  been  to  a  British,  porti 
and  was  loaded- with  article^  not,  the  growth  of 
tliis  country,  Herej  sir,  we  find  our  C%arg4  des, 
Afiaires  telling  us, very  hastily  thiit  he  has  writ- 
ten, tttch  It  letter  tp  the  Doc  de  Cadore^  and  Jiad 
not  received  an  answer*  And  before  we  are.  in* 
formed  what  were  the  precise  facts  in  this  case, 
we  are  to  aet  on  a  odeaided^  informatjoo,  a^  in 
&ct  wittToot  anyisformatiota  at  all,  and  to  im» 
pate  to  the ,  Freoch'  Qoverament  an  intention, 
without  knowing  whisther  it  was  tkeir  iotentiofr 
or  Dot^  to  disregard  their  promise.  On  this^gle 
caae,  on  the  true  color  of  whioh  there  is  no.  cee- 
tainty,  we  ar^ -called  upon  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  fevoeation  of  that'  law*  In  what  a^ situation 
skall  we  place  the  country,  should  #e  aet  on  the 
iaformation,  and  to-morrow  learn  that  the  officer 
who  seized  the  vessel  was  punished,  and  the  ve»- 
ael  given  up,  and  that  the  Qovernment  of  France 
was  well  disposed!  The  nation  would  be  much 
diseHfisfied  indeed,  if,  after  bavins  beld  out  cqn- 
ilitiona  to  both-  belligerents,  wj^ich  fire  accepted, 
if  one,  without  the  least  information,  or  reason 
to  expect  anything  from  the  other  Power,  we 
were,  to  retrace  our  steps.  Are  we,  upon  infor- 
mation that  Mr.  Russell  had  written  a  letter  to 
tke  Duke  of  Cadore^  to  wliich  no  answer  was  or 
could  hate  been  received,  faithlessly  to  repeal  a  J  as  commencing  this^ay 
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law  containiBg  so  soleom  a  pledge  7  Cool^tay 
man  feel  a  devotion .  to  the  wst  ioteresU  of 
his  counj^ry,  who  would  place  it  in  thai  prediea- 
ment?  . 

'  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  friendly  (o  peace}  kvtif 
we  must  have.a  colUsfon  letit  be  with  that  tfatioa 
which  continues  to  injure  our  r^hts.  If  ibej 
should  determine  tojrevoke  their  act,  before  kaaw* 
log  what  Fran<ve  hi^ddane  coaseqoeat  on  the  pro* 
claroation,  it  would  '  be.  extraordinary  iadeei 
Here  was  a  very  hasty  letter  of  ayouo]^  maojast 
inducted  into  office,  w^o  in  his^esire  to  show  bit 
-zeal  writes  a  letter  to  give  ioforinatioB,  wbid 
when  received  amount^  to  nothing^  Besides, Mt* 
;  W.  questioned  the  correctness  of  the  fact  sUImI 
biy  him  of  the  Es^ex  being  ord^^ed  to  quiraatiae) 
becaiMie  the.  messenger  who  went  inhertrrir# 
at  Paris  on  the  tweluh,  ai^d  could  not  ha^e  biea 
detained  on  boi^rd  the. vessel ^ at  quarariiioe.  Ai 
to  recommitting  the  bill  abd  waiting  for  fartbet 
information,  there  could  be  no  objeciioa  to  it} 
but  M  to  repealing  the  law,  it  was  a  prepositioi 
which  ought  not,  under  present  cireumstapjeei^it 
be  entertained  by  the^  House.  Mr^  W.  said  be 
looked  upon  our  en^fageioent  with  France  in  tbe 
light  of  a  solemn  treaty,  and  «f  such  biodiog  oa 
UB.  If  he  could  be  satisfied,  however,  ibat  tken 
things  h^  been  done  und^r  ^he  authority,  of 
France,  he  should  'be  ay  ready  as  aliy  one  (ode* 
Dounce  the  act,  and  go  as  far  as  any  one  tppfoeiive 
redress.;  for  he  had  been^4oog  tired  of  th€a(ms- 
sions  Pn  our  ne^trajf  rights.  He  would  go asnree 
the  gentleman  from  Virginisu  (Mr.'  RAiitoLPB,) 
wb<»e  zeal  he  admif^i  hut  coo<;elved  hebidie- 
ally  overlooked  the  true,  merits  of.  this  esse. 
Si^ould .  France  slight  ^er  faith,  he  would  go  U 
far  as  ao^  one  to  avenge  it,  atid  to  bring  tljoil 
nationa  who  have  violated  our  rights  to  r  ^ 
punishment. 

Mr.  BoRWfiLL  said^hat  even  if  be  was  dii 
to  repeal  the  nort-intercburse  law,  heshooH^ 
be  in  favor  of  ih^  motion,  of  his  colleiga«»  "^ 
cause,  if  )K>me  such  provision  *  were  notntd^  l^ 
a  period  earlier  thao  a  law  to  Repeal  the  aet  coa- 
cerning  comniercial  lotcrcourse  could  fwisbou 
Houses,  tbe  merchants  would  be  subjected  togrctt 
inconvenience.  It  had  always  been  his  opio]j|^ 
lir.'B4  said,  that  it  would  he  improper  wajW 
the  amendmtets  proposed  -Co  the  iniereearse  bul; 
it  had  been>ntirely  hijs  opioion  that  the  proggg 
about  to  be  imported  into  this  doantry  from  Gf^ 
Butain  would  belong- to  American  citizeae  aid 
not  to  British  sqbjeels.  The  circumstanct  ^ 
evident  from  the  rata  qf  exchange  betweea  tbe 
twQ  countries.  If  the  fact  was  '"^^^•'"■^^•Jjj 
all  property  imported  forsome  time  toconit  •••W 
belong  to  American  citizenn,  and  it  was  tkcoe* 
ject  of  the  motion  to  reoomoiit  to  relief t  *>"'^ 
citizens,  Mr.  B.  asked*'  where  was  the  ****^ 
of  connecting  that  subject  with  another,  wbicn 
would'  consume  a  .great  deai  of  time  and  '"•J*f| 
our  citizens  to  great  inconvenience?  -  Sjuch  won 
be  the  case,  l^use,  by  tbe  instroctieos  of  we 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  the  collectors  are  dH 
rected  to  coa^ider  the  prohibition  ef  importatiw 
.>lf  Coagtett^'** 
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upeediljrintetfiAre,  the  merebtots  Would  be  exposed 
to  ST^at  inconyenieaee  tod  the  ofllcer?  to  veia- 
tioQs  sai.ts,  tSbc. 

As  to  the  DOQ-intercourse  system,  Mr.  B.  said 
he  wais  perfectly  aware  that  it  was  one  Whidi 
eouid  Dot  be  executed  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
spirit  contemplated  br  Government;  that  it  is  a 
system  which  tends  to  diminish  the  revenue,  and 
deiBoraiize  the  merchants,  he  mjg^ht  perhaps  say 
the  pebple,  of  the  country.  3ut  he  conceived 
that  at  the  present  st^ge-  of  the  business,  this 
•«aeslJ0Q  did  hot  propetly  <;ome  inio  d^nsideration. 
For,  Although  he  raig^it-not  be  able  to  satisfy  any 

gentleman  that  the  relations  between  th»  Uurted 
,  tates  and  Oreat  Britain  were  of*  the  nature  of  a 
•eootract;  yet  in  bis  oWn  mind,  it  \t^as  v^ry  evi-* 
#ent  that  we  had  entered  into  a  stipulation  whjch 
we  are  bound  to  respect,  provided  France  fqlfilled 
it  with  ffood  faith — he  said  with  good^ faith  ;  for 
be  was  determined  n^ef  to  vote  for  its  bontino- 
4ioee  unless  it  was  executed  with  good  faHth.  He 
««id  he  had  never  palliated  her  conduiet ;  be  ha4 
so  idea  that  we.-could  ever  -con^ient  to  abandoQ 
tbe  property  she  had  seized  without  a  shradow  of 
reason— property  on  the  restoration  of  which  it 
appeared  to  him  Qovemment  ougii(  to  insist  with 
•a  pertiilacity  which  ought  never  to*  be  relaxed. 
€>«r  affairs  with  France  hJad^been  in  sueb  a  state 
of  incertitude  from  the  commencement  of  the 
session  that  he  hAd  not  been  able  to  make  ap  an 
opinijfHi  on  theih.  When  be  looked  toiheeorres- 
poadeaee,  Mr.  Bl'said,  he  was  struck  with  this 
^iew5  that  instead  of  procuring  from  the  French 
-Ck^Ternment  a  t:lear  and  definite  expression  of 
their  intentions  in  relatitirn  to  the  sequestered  pro- 
perty, we  are  left  almost  entirely  in  the  dark  bn  the 
subject.  He  was  not  dispos^  to  carry  the  non- 
interooorse  jnto  effect,  unless  the  stipulatioias  on 
tbe  part  of  France  wete  fairly  carried  into  effect 
This  mnstbe  the  opinion  of  every  man.  No  man 
^•roald  continue  a  measure  operating  against  ode 
only  of  the  b^ligerents,  when  he  was  convinced 
tliat  nothing  but  punic  faith  was  to  be  expected 
IVomtheothen  ■* 

Mr.  B.  begged  gentlemen  to  permit  the  original 
iqnestion  tabe  taken  on  recommitment,  and  let 
the  present  motion  lie  over  for  a  day  or  two.  If 
the  noB-intercoarse  could  aot  now  be  repealed 
Without  a  disre^rd  of  our  faith,  why  take  a  step 
which  would  jeopard  126  all  our  property  in  the 
ports  of  the  Continent?  .  Thb  consideration  de- 
serred  reflection.  He  feared,  do  as  they  would, 
that  this  property  was  not  secure.  He  confessed, 
if  he  were  engaged  in  commerce,  under  present 
«eircamstances,  he  should  lie  6n  his.oiirs.  At  the 
same  time  no  measure  ought  to  be  adopted  which 
was  likely  to  produce  a  loss  of  property  abroad. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  counlrv  it  must  be  an 
•object  with  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  .that 
oor  farmers,  if  it  were  practicable,  should  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  the  continental  market;  for  it  was 
well  known  that  tobacco  and  almost  everv  aHicle 
wr  ex  ported  found  an  extensive  sale  oh  the  Con- 
tiaeat  of  Egi>6pe.  The  export  to  England  of  cot- 
ton and  tobacco,  except  of  the  finest  quality  of 
4k»  latter,  had  been  attended  with  serious  loss  to 


the  merchants  engaged  in  it ;  apd  many  of  the 
failures  taking  place  in  the  United  States  aroas 
from  the  return  of  bills  drawn  pn  the  faith  of 
these  shrpments.  Every  gentleman  must  be  con- 
vinced that  our  trade^  if  confined  ^o  Great  Britain, 
yrould  afford  very  little  encouragen^ent  to  agri« 
cutturists.  It  must  therefore  be  an  object  widi 
every  roan,  by' all  honorable  means,  to  secure  a 
trade  with  the  Continent ;  though,  much  as  the 
individual  interest  of  Mr.  B.  and  the  country  at 
large  would  be  promoted  bv  it,' property  on  the 
Continent  was,  atul  would  be,  in  such  a  state  of 
insecurity  that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  very  im- 
portant adrantage  (rom  keeping  that  trade  open. 
'  As  ^  the  protection  of  our  merchants,  Mr.  B. 
said  he  did  believe  th^t  they  must  ultimately 
be  permiued  to  rUn  their  own  risk,  and,  if  they^ 
encQonter  ruin  abroad,  to  take  th&  consequence. 
it  such  was  the  state  of  Europe,  that  We  could 
make  no  impression  there,  we  must  submit  to  this 
state  of  things. .  Mr.  B.'alluded  to  a  remark  made 
by'Mc*  Macon  at  the  last  session,  that  the  bellig* 
ejeots  appeared  to  be  fighting  every  one  but  them- 
seW.es.  Did  we  not  now  ^i  French  silks,  wines, 
and  brandies,  through  Eof  land?  And  was  not  oor 
tobacco  seht  t6i  tile  Contment  in  the  same  way? 
Whilst  we  iiad  been  interdicted  by  each  from 
tti^ding  with  the  other,  they  had  beei^  carrying  on 
an  extensive  commerce  with  each  other.  Mr.B. 
said  he  looked  forward  to  the  total  extinction^t^ 
coipmeree.  He  said  it  could  not  exi6t  ander 
soeh  a  system  of  rapine  as  had  been  pursued* 
We  roust  wait  for  some  changeMn.- Europe  in 
a^ieh  we  cannot  -be  iostrumental,  to  enable  na 
to  acjt ;  Until  Which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  take 
any  step  in  relatfoii  to  either  of  the  bellrgerenta. 

Mr.  B.  took  another  view  of  the  subject.  He 
said  he  had  not  the  smallest  doubt,  if  the  Frencb 
decrees  were  found  to,  be  practically  repealed|. 
that  the  British  would, repeal  the  Orders  in  Conn* 
eil.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  opinion  that 
the  British  Qoveroment  were  perfectly  sick  of 
the  svstem  it  had  been  purshing • '  That  France^ 
not  dependent  on  commerce,  should  make  Ifar 
on  it,  was  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  that  Great 
Qriikia  sl^ould  by  %  kind  of  blind  fatuous  policy 
unite  with  France  in  the  extinction  of  that  aya* 
tem  which  gives  her  strength  and  power,  was  snr- 
prisiog. 

Mr.  B.^said  he  Was  iiot  ia  favor,  of  non-inter- 
course with  Great  Britain,-  unless  theproouse  of 
France  was  fully  and  fairly  executed.  He  would 
say  that  no  member  of  the  House  reprobated 
more  cordially  than  himself  the  manner  m  whiek 
our  vessels  had  been  seized  in  France,  Ac;  at  the 
same  time  he  had  the  same  opinion  of  the  inja* 
ries  we  had  received  '^ftom  the  other  belligerent. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  remarking  that  gentlemen 
who  were  favorable  tb  a  repeal  of  the  non -inter- 
course ought  Nevertheless  to  vote  against  the  pres- 
ent motion,  and  for  that  first  made,  with  a  view 
to  the  reiieir  of  our  merchants. 

Mr.  Garob^er  expressed  his  hope  that  In  the 
present,  embarrassed  condition  of  our  afikirs  no 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  ar^ue  on  this  qneatioa 
with  anything  like  parly  feelmg.    If  evjer  there 
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was  a  cas^  in  which  it^was  necessary  to  lay  aside 
party  feeljoes.  it  was  at, this  time.  The  tew  re- 
marKs  which  be  should*  submit,  to  the  coasiijera* 
tioQ  of  the  H6use  would  have 'only  for  their  db- 
ject  the  pubric  ffood  and  general  prosperity  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates.  I  shall  not,  said 
Mr^  G.,  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  by 
bringing  to  their  recollection  the  different  <ezpf,- 
dients  to  which  the  countcy  nlay  hareliad  re- 
course for  the  purposie  of  curing  the  evils  which 
have  afBlcted  it.  It  is  enoUffh  to^say  that  bow- 
ever  honestly  intended,  and  howjsver  much  good 
has  been  honestly  hoped  from  tbem.  the  result 
expected  has  not  been  realized.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  in  no  one  instance  has  the  sys- 
tem wbich^has  been  in  operation  for  four  years 
pa^t  been  productive  of  beneficial  consequences 
to  ourselves.  It  were  easy  to  detail  how  perni- 
eious  has  been  the  influence  of  that  system  on 
ourselves ;  ii  has  produced  no  good^  but  one  con- 
tinued series  of  evil.  At  th,is  time^  with  these 
effects  before  us,,  on  one  side  of  the  House  feel- 
ing no  disposition  to  embarrass  the  operations  of 
the  Grovernment,  and  on  thet)ther  side^no  dispp- 
ailion  to  persevere  in  thisfEital  system,  wie  shnu Id 
look  at  our. actual  condition  to  provide  a  re inedy 
fori!.  -.,  '      ,     .  .     .    ;      ^       ■• 

After  the  first  proposed  non-intercourse  Ia>iir 
had  failed  at  the  Jast  session ;  after  the  failure  of 
the  proiject  of  ib^  Chairman  of  the  Committee' 
e(  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Macon,)  w^o  reported 
the  bill,  which  every  and  nobody  was  Ipr,  we 
adopted  the  lav  of  the  1st  of  May.  Tl^e  t^tesident 
has  acted  on  it.  Mr.  G.  here  quoted  the  law,  to 
show  the  nature  of  its  provisions.  During  the 
recess  of  Congress^ the  Frenph  Gk>vernment  n6ti- 
fied  this  Government  that  the  unlawful  edicts  of. 
France  would  cease  on  t^e'first.of  November  then 
next  ensuing;  and  on^thesecol&d  of  November  the^ 
President  issued  his  proclamatioii, 'hot  in  the 
words  of  the  act,  as  I  understand  it,  that  France 
had  so  revoked  or  modified^her  edicts  as  that  they 
had  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  cooMnerce  of 
the  United  States^  not  that  it  was  a  fact  existing 
in  his  knowledge,  but  that  it  had  been  officially 
made  known  to  him  that  on  a  certain  day  they 
would  be  revoked,  I  am  not,  si):,  disposed  to  find 
fiaiult  with  this  proceeding.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
considered,  the  intention  being  made  known  to^ 
him,  that  he  was,  from  the  courtesy  between  na^ 
tions,  bound  to  believe  the  fact.-  ^Ile  was<to  take 
for  fact  that  the  unlawful  edicts  were  revoked, 
because  it  was  promised  that  on  a  certai^.  day 
they  should  eease.  But,  sir,  I  submit  it  to  the 
cool  jud j^ment  of  the  Hoose  whether,  although, 
from  thts  sort  of  courtesy  necessary  and  proper 
to  be  exercised  in  a  negotiation  between  the  Uni- 
ti^d  States  and  France,  the  President  ^as  bound 
to  believe  that  these  edicts  were  so  modified  as 
to  cease  to  exist;, whether  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  believe  it  ?  T^o  the  British 
Government  was  given  by  the  law  three  months 
to  abandon  her  Orders  in  Council— after  whaif? 
After. the  Fredch  Government  had  intimated  an 
intention  to  rescind  its  decrees?  .  No;  after  the, 
French  decrees  had  been  sa  revoked  or  modified 


as  to  cease  to  operate  on  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  Thesame  reason  of  cour« 
tesy  which,  was  obligatory  on  the  Presideot  wooLi 
not  operate  on  her  rival  belligerent.  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  oblige  her  to  believe.  It.  It  may  (ben  be 
questioned  whether  that  state  of  things  existed 
which  Congress  had  contemplated,  three  months 
after  which  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
aia  was  to  commence.  .  The  actual  intentioo  of 
Congress  was  (his:  Es^ch  nation  takiDg  the 
groupd  that  her  edicts  were  con&equeDt  pa  the 
unla^f\^l  edicts  of  the  otirer,  and  each  asserting 
so  rstoutly,  that  it  wai  Teally  difficult  to  knov 
whether  either  was  in  the  wroi^,  and,  if  either 
of  theip,  which ;  the  law  was  passed  toasceruin 
which'  wotUd  persist.  So  far  it  was  a  welljudfed 
law^  $0  far  as  it  provided  that  if  one  ceased  to 
violate  our  rights,  and  the'  other  did  not  follow 
he^  example^  we  should  be  in  a  state  of  aoa-ioter- 
course  witttthat  other:  But  we  should  have  met 
that  other  affair  and  reasonable  time  to  knov 
whether  she  Would  abandon  her  system  .or  not 
If  sl>e  did  not,  it  would  then  appear  that  tint 
Power^  supposing  it  to  be  Great  Briuiin,  its 
mbst  seriously  intent  on  injuring  us.  Therefore, 
in  that  e^vent  there  would  have  been  but  od#  roice 
in.tbe  nation..  For  this  reason,  although  I  htd 
no  agency  in  it,  I  was  always  pleased  with  this 
feature  of  theJaw.   .    ' 

But  I  must,  say,  sir,  t|iat  it  does  appear  to  me 
that  the  copr^  pursued  has  not  produced  the 
state  of  things  Which  must  have  been  ;be  object 
of  th^  law  and  of  Congress;  for,  iannd  ot 
dating  the  proolamatiop  from  the  time  vhea 
these  edicts  had.  ceased.  tQ  violate  the  comiaer^ 
of  the  United  Stales,  it  was  dated  from  theume 
when  Franipe  had  promised  they  should  so  cease; 
and,  as  between  France  and  us,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  proposition.  But,  as  between  us  aw 
Giieal  Pritain^  to  take  4he  second  of  Norenioer, 
wheh  France  was  to  withdraw  her  decrees,  t» 
the  time  from  which  to  count  three  months  in<^* 
val,  was  irregular ;  because  it  was  not  and  coojj 
not  possibly  be  known  Whether  she  had  acluiuj 
revoked  them.  -Whatever  France  bad  prottusea^ 
the  fact  of  revocation  could  not  have  been  knoara 
to  the  President.         -  i 

But  if,  to  carry,  into  effect,  the  P"'^P^»  ,f  J 
w|iat  I  tfeeiii  the  legitimate  object  of  this  biV 
was  proper  to  take  the  promise  of  Prance  at  i 
last  summer,  and  because  sUch  a^  proiaisc  tf» 
made,  it  was  right  to  infer  that'such  aoaci  w 
done;  for  the  purpose  of  dealing ftirly  ^^^^^^ 
n>tion^  I  ask  why  the  proclamation  was  no 
sued  as  to  both  ?  Did  not  Great  Britain  ^^J'^^ 
ise,if  France  fulfilled  her  etfgag^ments,  ija|  |J^ 
would  also  revoke  her  edicts,  declaring  y*r  .^ 
would  wait  until  that   fact  was  ajct'^*'"!; 


in  the  same  Way.  In  this  part  of  the  V^g^jog 
I  am  bound  to  consider  both  nations  as  *'*^V„5j. 
to.  keep  their  word  with  us..  The  fact  ""%io 
edly  is,  if  France  in  point  of  fact  ^.^^-most 
violate  our  neutral  oommerccj  Great  Brtw 
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have  ceased  to  violate  it  too ;  because  this  state 
o(  things  then  existed ;  Both  powers  condition- 
ally, engaged  to  revoke  their  illegal  edicts — 
France  did  so,  it  heing- understood  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  caused  Great  Britain  to  revoke  her 
orders  and  blockades;  Great  Britain  followed 
her  example,  it  being  understood .  t^at  France 
keeps  her  word.  \  • '      ^ 

In  this  posture  pf  our  affairs  it  does  strike  me' 
ve'caoDot  without  paiHiaitty,  evident  and  palpa- 
ble, remove  all  restrictions  against' dne,  and  cpn-. 
tinue  then^  against  the  other.  Whil^  I  approve 
the  coartesy^ith  which  the  executive  received^ 
the  declaration  of  France  that  hec.  edicts  would 
be  riescinded,  I  cannot  advocate  the  disbelieving 
.a  declaratlctn  pjrecisely  simUat  in  substance  from 
the  other  beUigerent.  It  may  well  be  doubted; 
as  to  the  ope^tion  of  the  non-intercourse  law, 
"whether  that  state x)f  things  existed  in  which  the 
President  could' siay  that  the  edicts  of  France 
ba'd  been  modified.  He  has  not  said  so,  and  he 
eculd  not  say  so,  sir,,  because  he  could  iK>t  know 
it.  AH  he  could  say  he  has  said,  to  wit:  tbfeit  it 
was  officialljr  made. known  to.hrm  (not  that  he 
Jknew  it  of  his  own  knowledge^  th^t  the  decrefes 
mrere  to  h)ive  ceased  on  a  certain  day.  Have  we 
reallj  given  to  Great  Britain  the  three  month» 
rcqtured  by  the  law  ?  From  the  time  of  promise 
ime  have,  but  not  from  the  time  of  actual  cessa- 
tion to  violate  oar  neutral,  rights.  H^ie  the 
c4icts  of  France. beea  so  revoked. as  that  they 
ceased  on  the  first  of  November  to  vipiate  our 
neutral  righu?  Assuredly,  whatever  reason  theie 
may  have^been  to  suppose  they  had  been  so  mod- 
ifiedj  every  gentleman  must  now  be  convinced 
they  were  not  so  modified,  because  new  seizures 
took  place  in  December.  .Ii^  what  situation  then, 
air,  do  we  stand?    If  thik  law  of  May  last  be  a 

Sledge  in  one  yiew^  it  cs  a  pledge  in  another.  'We 
ave  given  a  pledge  to.  Grea^  Britain,  if  she 
cease  to' violkte  her  edicts  within  three'mooths 
after  France  shbU  do  so,  we  will  have  no  non-in- 
teroourse  act  as  -to  her.  Well,  if  on  ihe'  8Uiof 
December,  France  had  not  ceased  (and  that  she 
certainly  had.  not)  to  injure  our  tftutralrights,  I 
ask  whether  it  be  fair  to  jcount  time  from^tbe  1st 
vf  Nov^ember? .  Should  we  not  at  least  com- 
menee  with  the  9th  of  December,  because  France 
had  not  then. ceased  her  violations?  It  -does ap- 
pear tome,  sur,  that  there  can  be  but  one  answer 
to  this -question.  Great  Britain  was  not  bound 
to  believe  France,  bat  to  put  an  end  to  her  edicts 
when  France. should  eease  to  violate  oar  coat* 
nuerce. 

The  original  policy  of  this  law,  air,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  «iy,  is  departed  frond  if  you  begin  to 
calculate  time  from  the  first  of  November.  We 
are  now^in  a  state  of  non-iatercourse  with  Great 
Britain^  and  I  know  not  how  wef  are  to  get  out  of 
it  unless  by  a  repeal  of  the  law.  It  sutely, can- 
not be  imputed  .to  Great  BriUiin  as  wrong  that 
she  did  not, believe  the  belligerent  opposed  to  her. 
Now  the  actual  slate  of  things  is,  that  neither  has 
ireroked  ita edicts  as  far  as  we. know  anything 
•bout  it.  If  neither  has  ceased  hex  violations, 
the  •  fact  required  by  the  la^^  has  not  existed. 


Now,  though  the  President  may  have  executed 
his.  power  fairly;  yet,  if  this » act  is  to  be  otYr* 
guide,  we  are  not  yet  id  a  condition  to  ascertain 
the  result  of  our  experiment,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  in  a  state  of  non-interCourse.  Is  it  tbe^ 
iotenUon  of  the  House,  after  what  has' occurred, 
that  <he  Pr-eside^t's  prQclamation  growing  out  of 
this  should  Jake  effect— tha(  we  are  to  be  on 
friend  lyjerms  with  Fraofce  alone-^when  not  a^. 
single  instance  has  occurred  in  which  phe  has  6t^ 
parted  from  he^  measures?  Would  you,  unden. 
present  circumstances,  and  under  a  different  state 
of  our  laws,  pass  a  law  that  we  shall  have  inter- 
course with  France  and  none  with  Great  Britain  ? 
Assuredly  you  would  not.  No  gfentlemau  W(nild 
agree  tf)  it.  And  the  same  reasons  >Bvbich  Would 
induce  us  not  to  agree  to  it,  should  induce  us  to 
put  an  end  to  that  state  of  things  ia  which  we 
are  placed.  .1  am  agreed  that  we  shall  wait  to 
hear  from  Franee;  it  is  perfectly  right;  but  it  is 
equally  right  to  .wait  to  hear  from  England,  how 
she  will  act  when  the  state  of  things  arrives  on 
which  she  fafis  pledged  herself  to  a^t. .  This  can 
oply  be  done  by  a  repeal  of  the  law,,  and  there 
can  be  nb  use  in  sendrtig  back  to  the  Committer 
of  Foreign  Relations^  a  bill  reported  under  the 
belief  of  the  existence  of  a  ^(ate  of  thinp  differ* 
ent  from  that  whicb  we  are  'officially  informed 
does  exist.  If  there  be  any  ot\ket  mode,  by  which 
we  can  r^ume  an  impartial  position  between  the 
two  belligerents,  I  am  willing  to  agi;ee  to  it ;  for 
that  was  the/real  object  of  this  law,  to  ascertain 
whether  justice  Would  be  done  by  either.  I  am 
free  to  say  thati  do  not  believe  that  commercial 
restrictions*  will  induce  either  to  abandou  its 
course  unless  the. other  does.  /Neither  will  begin. 
"What  measures  should  be  adb)3ted  in  that  case  is 
not  for  me  to  say.  If  we  continue  to  be  injured 
by  both  the  belligereBts^  one  thing  is-  proved : 
that  this  non-intercourse  system  is  not  strong 
enough  to  bring  either  or  bo^h'of  them  to  terms. 
Touicanbot  oper$te  on  them,  unless  perhaps  bv 
a  promise  to  go  ti>  war  with  one  if  the  other  shall 
revoke  its  edicts',  dbc. '    * 

As  to  the  argument  in  fav6r  of  delaying  a  de^ 
oision  of  thepreaaut  question,  the  sooner  it  is 
decided  the  better.  -Vessels  now  aVcivin^  from 
Ghreat  Britain,  who  is  nb  more  to  blame  than 
France  is,  are  subject  to  confiscation,  i|nd  not 
Qrrglish  but  bonafide  American  property  is  thus 
confiscated.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia says,  fet  us  have  clear  stays,  let  us  begin  to 
legislate  anew.  Our  present  system  h&s  not  pro- 
duced any  good,  nor  can  it ;  and  If  France  should 
revoke  her  edicts,  we  can  re-enact  the  non-in- 
tercourse^ 

Tb  conclude,  sir,  I  put  the  question  i^  this 
plain,  palpable  form :  Both  belligerents,  for  aught 
ifve  know,  continue  in  force  their  Unjust  edicts. 
But  we-  are  in  a  state  of  iotel^coorse  with  one, 
i^nd'  non-intercourse  and  inhospitality  with  the 
other.  .Shall  this  state  of  things  continue?  €kn- 
tlemen  most  say  no.  If  so,  the  next  Question  is, 
how  shall  we  put  aq  end  to  this  unreasonable, 
partial  state  or  things?  Only  by  repealing  this 
act,  leaving  ourselves  at.  liberty  to  devise  such 
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tkew  syst^  as  shall  be  best'suited  to  our  cireum- 
atances  and  the  present  state  of  the  worlds    . 

Mr.  McKm  was  decidedly  favorable  to  t^ie  re- 
conxmiucoem  of  this  bill  for  the  reasons  assigoed 
by  the  chairmao,  dc«.,  so  as  to  relieve  citizens  of 
the  Uoited  Btates  from  uareesoDable  difficulty; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  ameodment  offered ^o 
the  motion,  because  it  could  not  be  adopted  with-~ 
out  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  b^  hoped- it 
would  always. be  one  of  tb«  first  of  objects  with 
the  Government  to  keejp  iu  faith  wilii  aiU  the 
worlds  I  am  iK>t,  of'  opinion,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
the  law  p&ssed  last  session^  authofizio#  the  Pres- 
ident'sproclamaiion,  was  merely  a  rule  of  action 
for  our  own  ciiizelos.  It, went  further.  U  held 
<out  a  motiye  to  Great  Britain  and  France  to  iir* 
dbce  thqm  to  cease  depredations  op  oOr  com- 
merce. ,    . 

It  appears  that  Franiee  has  availed  herself  of 
our  proposkion,and  has  officially  announced  that 
her  decrees  ceased  operation  oi^  the  1st  of  Noyem- 
ber  last..  Agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  th^ 
President  has  announced  this  fact  by  prodama- 
tiop.  France  having  acted  on.thisJaw,it  wjll^be 
out  of  our  power,  without  the  most .  fUgraot 
"breach  of  good  faith,  to  ^y  that  we  will  repeal 
that  law ;  that  France  shall  not  derive  the  benefit 
contemplated  by^  it.  Tjie  gentleman  Trom  If  ew 
York,  has  observed  that  there  is  a  distinetioh 
«aade  in  our  procedure  toward  the  two  nations ; 
Ihat  we  have  ^o  evidence  that  France  has  so  re- 
voked her  edicts  that  they  c^sed  to  violate  bor 
nautral  commerce.  When  we  compare  the  cir- 
cumstancea  of  the  arrangement  of  April,  1809, 
with  Great.  Britain,  and  that  of  November  lyt 
with  France,  we  shall  find  the  eij)ressioiis  in  both 
cases  10  haye  b^eti  much  alike.  Great  Britain  i 
atated  to  our  Government  that  ber  Orders  in 
Council,  on  a  gii^n  day,  should  have  ceased; 
France,  that  her  edicts  would  cease  to  operate.  I 
Cfm  «ee  no  distinptioQ  here«  It  is  the  eourteay.  be- 
tween Governments  to  take  the  assurance  for  the 
|M;t,  and  not  to  wait,  as  individuals,  to  see  whether 
they  would  do  what  they  promised,  dbc  ^he 
President,  in  both^  these  cases,  has  pursued  this 
ooqrse— a  course,  in.  my  opinion,  seldom  deviated' 
from. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  reiativeto  the  ineon- 
yenie^ncesof  the.  nqn -intercourse,  embargo,  and 
the  restrictive  system  generally.  That  has  no 
befiring  on  this  question.  The  real  questioo  is--^ 
Is  our  faith  pledged  to  France,  and  shall  we  com- 
ply with  it  ?  If  restrictive  measures  are  inconve- 
nient, it  js  no  argument  against  our  complying 
with  our  engagements.  We  are  bound  to  carry 
the  law  into  effect.  I  hope  this  nation  will  ne^ver 
be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  but  vtfill  continue 
at  afll  timea  to  fulfil  theengf^gements  she  has  en- 
tered into.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  though  I  ai;p 
anxious  that  the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  I  am 
as  atttiously  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  |s 
proposed  by  the  amendmeut. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that,  on  taking  hi^  seat  this 
morning,  nothing;  was  further  from  his  expecta- 
tion than  the  discussion  in  which'  he  found  the 
House  eni^ed:  although  unexpected,  this  dii- 


cussiop  wat^not  unimportant.    It  was  ioportiBt 
as  related  to  the  commercial  ioteresu  of  the  cooo- 
try,  an4  to  the  honor,  character,  and  good  foithoT 
the  Government;  and  he  regretted  that  be  had 
been  preyented  from  taking  his  seal  in  tine  to 
hear  the  a^gtunents-of  the  boitorable  geotlcnan 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ri(ND0i.PH,)  in  support  of 
the  amendment  he  had  9ffered  to  the  coosiden* 
>  tlon  of  the  House.  >  We  are  .called  upon  by  this 
resolution,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  inslrdet  th^  Gomnit* 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations  l6  prepare  aod  brio^ii 
a  bill,  to  repeal  the  act  eoncecning  eommereiil 
intercourse,  dtq.,  passed  the  1st  of  May  last.  This 
directs  oor  ajlentton  to  the  provisions  of  the  lav 
proposed  to  be  repealed, '  The  law  embneet  two 
priffcipleer-the  interdiction  nof  the  entraoee  of 
foreign  armed  vessels  into  the  harbors  or  walCR 
of  the  IJnit^  States,  and'a  provision  that,  if 
Great  Brkain  or  France  should,  betoretheSddtf 
of  March  nex|,«o  revoke  or  modify  her  edietsas 
ihat  they  shall  cease  tp  tiolate  the  neutral  con- 
merce  of  the  United  States,  the  fact  shall  bed«- 
cl^r^d  b^  preclanaation  I  and,  if  the  other  shoald 
not.  in  three  months  thereafter,  also  revoJEe  or  nod- 
ify  her  edicts  in  like  manner^  thai  thea  the  thiri, 
fourth,  fifth,  dxth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  taoth. 
and  eighteenth  a^eciions  of  the  act  to  iaterdict  the 
commercial  *  intei<coorsie    betweeo   the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France^  shoald  be 
revived  and  have  full  force  against  the  natioa  n- 
fttsing  tr  negleptin^  to  re  volte  gar  modify  her 
ediets^and  the  reatnctioi^a  of  the  actof  the  1st 
of  hf  ay  lut  were  to  cease  in  relation  to  tbedafloo 
ao  revoking  or  modifying  her  edicts.    Thesjiar* 
ation  and  effect  of  the  sections  of  (heact,remed 
by  the  proclamation*  wiU  be  a  prohibitioaof  tke 
importation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  roercbaodiie, 
of  the  growth  or  manufactnre  of  the  aailoo  iv* 
fusing  to  revoke  her  edicts,  and  a  freeioterconrse 
with  the  nation  revoking*    - 
.    On  the  dd  day  of  November  last,  the  Presideit, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  given  by  theaetofihe 
1st.  of  May,  issued  his  prociamatioo,  detkntf 
that  it  had  been  t)fficially  mack  knowo'to  this 
Government,  ^hat  the  edicts  of  France,  fiolatw 
the  aeqtral  commerce  of  the  United  Stata^  had 
been  so  revoked  as  texease  to  hive  efieotoa  the 
Ist  of  November-f^consequently^  thdseetioosOJ 
the, act  ifiterdicttng  impor^t^ons  frotn  Saglaod 
were  revived,  and  are  this  day  to  take  effect.  Bf 
the  law  of  the  1st  of  May,  we  made  ao  offer,  ^ 
bracing  a  promise,  to  both  the  belligerents.   We 
said  to  Great  ^ritain,  revoke  yourOrdersia  Cota- 
cil^and  we  will  exclude  every  article  of  FretiM 
merchandise  from  our  markep^toFhince,reroke 
your  decrees,  and  we  will  exclude  British  iBft- 
chandise^    These  offers  were  made  to  both  aa- 
tioite.    England  neglects — France  accedes  to  the 
proposition  we  make,  and  gives  our  Qoreroment 
official  assurances  that,  after  the  irstof  NareO' 
ber,  the.Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  will  ceaaejo 
have  effect.    What^then,  becomes  the  dalf  of 
this. Government  ?  Why,  undoubtedlyitoobierw 
aod  fulfil,  with  goad  faith,  the  oromise  it  o^ 
made ;  and  yet  we  are  debating  whether  we  sUjl 
0b96rye.it,  or  by  a  solemn  m^  r9§6Lvp  that  «e  wiii 
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be  released  from  i^ }  4bat  we  will  pay  no  regard 
totbis  national  engagemenh  While  weeomiHain 
of  the  ^^  furma  fxte9^  of  other  nations,  we  ane 
about  to  violate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Ameri- 
can Grov'ernment ;  tp  c;ommit  the  very  fault  we 
so  readily  and  justly  condemn  in  others.  On  this. 
2d  day  of  February^  when  the  offer  our  Govern- 
mem  has  made,  is  to  assume  the  ipore  imposing 
an4  solemn  form  of  an  obligation,, are  we  to  de- 
liberate whether  it  requires  our  observance  or  not?- 
Id  all  the  railing  accusations  made  against  the 
.  American  Government,  not  even  its  enemies  have 
charged  it  with  a  wanton  violation  of  its  good 
faith.  And,  sir,  rather  t^n  our  Gtoverdment 
should  by  any  act  merit  this  imputation,  I  woukl 
86^  one  half  of  aH  the  American  property  sacri- 
ficed.- On  this  day,  (he  law  of  the  1st  of  May 
becomes  a  national  cbmpact  between  :^hQ  An^ri^ 
can  and  a.  foreign  GoverarHent;  and  whatever 
may  now  be  our  views  of  t|i^  policy  and  advan* 
taires  of  the  n)eastt.re,  we  are  aot  at  liberty  at  this 
tioae  to  revoke  or  abanden  >it.  We  are  pledged  to 
carry  it  inio  effect  with  good  faith. 

The  bonprable  gentlei^an  from  Virginia  has 
tofd  us  that  this  law  is  our  own ;  that  k  is  a  role 
of  oonduct.  I  admit  the  definitioii  to  )>e  correct. 
AU  laws,  even  the  laws  of  graviution,-  are  rules 
of  action.  But; this  law  iis  not  a  mere  mnnieipal 
regulation  to  govern  the  peadii^l  of  the  Ameris 
can  people  in  relation  to  measures  eonfioed  to 
themselves,  without  regard  to  others.  The  rule 
of  conduct  prescribed  by.  this  fkct,^is  more  esteo- 
aiK^ }  it  connects  a  course  of  policy  weha  ve  pron^ 
iaed  to  pursne,  with  the  interest  and  policy  of 
aiu>tbeT  Government.  Thare  arc  now  two  par- 
ties to  be  governed  by  this  rate,  and  we  cannot,^ 
consistent  with  good  iaiih,  as  one  Of  the  parties, 
any  that  we  will  not.regar4  thia  rule  of 'conduct, 
woich,oQthe  happening  of  eartaia  contiogeacies, 
we  are  pledged  to  observe.  Has  it  not  beea  offi- 
cially annonnced  to  us  by  the  French  Ofyr^m- 
mcnt  thai  their  edicts  would,  on  the  ftrst  day  of 
November,  cease  to  have  their  ^ect?  Has  not 
this  modification  been  made  knowA  by  the  Presi* 
deaths  proclamation  ?  Yes,  sir;  these  events  have 
happened,  and  >re  are  bound  in  good  faith  to 
carry  imo  effect  the  act  prohibiting  iaH>ortations 
from  Great  Britain,  unless  indeed  the  British  or- 
ders shall  have  been  also  modified  or  revoked  on 
this  day ;  because  we  luive,  by  a  legislative. act, 
declared  that,  on  the  happening  of  these  events, 
all  importations  pf  British  goMs  into  this  coon^ 
try  should  cease. 

But,  it  is  contended  by  scMtte  gentlemen,  tluit 
the  French  edicts  are  not  revoked,  and  the  seizure 
of  the  *•  New  Orleans  Packet"  at  Bordeaux,  in 
Noven^ber,  is  relied  on  as  evidence  that  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  were  then,  an4  in  that 
instance,  enforced  against  American  property. 
The  information  contained  in. the  Message  of  the 
President,  comroonioated.to  tl^is  House  the  day 
before  yesterday,  in  relation  to  tbi^  seizure,  rea- 
ders it  doubtful  whether  the  New  Orleans  Packet 
was  seiaced  for  a  violation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Miljfa  decrees,  or  for  some  other  cause  \  and  we 
bare  no  ^rideace  chav  ttiis  saizuiie  was  made  by 


the  order  of  the  French  Government^  When  the 
despatch  of  Mr.  Russell  left  Parts,- the  views  of 
that  Government,  in  relation  to  thi^  aot,  ^ere  un- 
known to  oar  ageM.  It  is>oncertain  upon  what 
grounds  jfche  seizure  was  msde.  And  in. this  state 
of, uncertainty,  shall  we  determine  the  grounds 
ppon  which  it  was  made,  and  say  that  it  yras 
'made  for  a  violation,  of  the'  decrees  which  that 
•Govj^menl  have  assured  us  were  revoked^  when 
the  neyt  arrivals  from  France  may  bring  inform- 
ation that  theFrench  Government  have  disavow- 
ed this  act  6f  the  custom-house  officer, -and  restor- 
ed the. property  7  No,  sir/ let  us  wait  for  further 
intelligence  befoi^  we  act  Opon  this  subj^t. 
Suppose  that  we  should  pass  this  resolution,  and 
repeal  the  aot  of  the  1st  of  May,  and,  by  the  time 
thii  repealing  act  becomes  a  jaw,  information 
should  be  received. froin  France  that  her  edicfs, 
violattbg our. neutral  commerce, have  ceased  to 
have  their  effect;  that  Aibericair  vessels  and 
produce  are  admitted  into  all  the  ports  of  France' 
upon  terms  consisfeat  With  the  rights  of  a  neutral 
Power,  tipon  the^oonditionsj^  however,  mentioned 
inthe.Pre^eiit's  prodamatioa?  Are  gentlemen 
aware  of  the  difficulties  in  which  such  a  state  of 
things  must>  Invoice  u-S  and  of  the  daifgers  to 
which  all  Americsn  property  in  the  power  of 
Franpe  would  be  sufajeetjed  ?  It  is  certainly  pes* 
sihl^  that  the  next  despatches  may  bring^informa- 
lion  .of  the  total  revocation  of' th?  Berlin' and 
Milan  decrees,  hbwejrer  much  the  contrary  naay 
be. apprehended ;  aad  I  am  vrilling  tooWn^sir, 
titiat  \  have  rOO  greai  confidence  in  the  success 
aigid  protection  which  oonimerceis  to  find  und^ 
that  Goverpnaeat,  "whifih  eausies  aeeeuots-to  be 
published  in  its- official  papers  of  the  eonflffgra- 
tioa  of  merchandise.  *  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that 
all  hopes  of  commercial  freedom  and  prosperity, 
in  such  times. and  under  such  a  Government,  will 
probably  prove  illusory.  But  your  attention  is>di- 
rected  to  linether  qo&rter.  Let  it  be  admitted  that 
the  French  decrees  are  still  in  force,  ai^  let  oa 
suppose  that  the  British  orders  have  been  repealed 
or  modified  before  this  day,  can  we  feel  jcistified 
in  repealiag  the  act  of  the  1st  pf  May  ?  Certainly 
not  For  if  GreatBritain'revokes  her  edicts,  and 
France  does  not,  than  we  are  pledged  to  carry 
this  aet  into  effect  an^inst  France ;  and,  in  either 
event,  we  are  aot  at  liberty  now  to  repeal  it^  un- 
less we  entirely  disregard  the  promise  we  have 
made.  We  are  bounclto  wait' until  we  can  learn 
the.siate  of.  things  in  England  on  this  day;  umil 
we  can  aseartaio  whether  the  British  orders  are 
this -day  in  force  against  qs  or  n(A ;  and,  until  this 
information  can  ^  .obtained,  we  are  not)  id  my 
opinion,  at  liberty;  tp  repeal  this  act.  To  repeal 
it  would  be  an  injury  to  the  merchants  instead  of 
a  benefit ;  it  would  expo^  them  to  increa)^d  risks 
and  dangers. 

We  have  been  often  advised  to  leave  commerce 
unrestrained,  an$i  told  that  the  merchar^ts  knew 
beHer  ^hab'  Congress  the  dangers  to  which  trade 
'was  exposed.  But  the  pre<fictiona  wiiich  have 
been  made  pn  this  side  of  the  Ho^^e,  of  the  has^ 
ards  to  which  triide  was  exposed,  although  at  the 
time  deemed  evil  aa4  tiafbunded,  haye^  uafbrtu- 
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tODttelyr*  proved  true.  When,  nitder  the  Don  in- 
tercourse system,  the  avebues  of  trade  to  Ton- 
niogeq  .and  St.  Sebaalian's  wece  left  open,  the 
merchants;  in  fancied  tecUrity^  crowded  these 
markets,  and  the  Toya^^es  hare  •  resulted  in  the 
seizure  and  sequestration  of  jheir  vessels  and 
carj;oes^'and,  before  gentlemen  urge,,  as^objec^- 
tions  to  the  system  of  commercial  resuictions 
we  bava  pursued,  ^e  embarrassments  which 
trade  has  suffered,  they  ought  to  shcvw  that,  inde- 
pendent of  these  restrictions,  trade  would  hare 
•  beeu  free  and  unembarrassed.  For  the  captures, 
seizures,  and  sequestrations  of  American  property 
have  not  been  iu  consequence  of  any  acts  passed 
by  Congress. 

iiovrever  averse  we  naay  feel  to  rely  much 
logger  dpon  experiments  of  commercial  warfare, 
such  at  this  time  is  the  s^ie  of  our  fo>eigrn  rela- 
tions, as  to  preclude  any  material  change,  in  the 
attitude  we  have  taken.  The  most  wa  can  coft- 
aistently  do^  with  the  ioformation  now  before  U5, 
is  to  recommit  the  bill  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  order  to  make  way 
for  an  act  to  relieve  American  vessels  anid- mer- 
chandise, in  certain  cases,  from  the  operatioa  of 
the  act  of  the  1st  of  Jan  dairy  last,  whio^h  i^  to^take 
^On^t  this  day*  Thus  far  we  may  go,  but  to  pro- 
ceed further,  at  this  time,  would,  in  m^  opinioti, 
be  premature.  -  I  iherefiore  hope  the  biH'  will  be 
reeommitted,  and  the  proposed  amendment  be 
rejected.    .     ^ 

Mr.-duiNcr  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  under 
eonaideratioa,  but  dkLoot  rise  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion. As  to  thu.violatioo  o£  pur  faith,  he  said 
he  would  ask  one  questidn  ;  "Whether  our  faith's 
pledge  did  'not  rest  upon  ihis  single  point ;  that 
on  the  ftrst  of. November  the  edicte  of  the  French 
&Eaperor  were  repealed?  If  they  were  not,  all 
pretence  of  i|  pledge  of  the^aith  of  this  nation 
under  the  law  was  fallacious.  I  ask  the  Ijouse,. 
aaid  Mr.  ^,  If  we  have  not  perfeet  evidence  that 
this  was  not  the  case?  Look  at  the  letter  just 
laid  on  our  table.  Our  faith  was  pledged. upon 
the  fact  of  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  occurring; 
and  tha^  ^ct  nor  having  occurred  as  late  as-  t£e 
11th  of  December,  no  edicts  having  been  repealed, 
we  are  at  liberty  to  do  as  we  please.  In  the  "first 
place,  I  will  state  a  fact,  that  this  Grovernm^nt 
tias  no  evidence  of  any  act  done  on  thts  subject 
by  Napoleon  the  Qreat.  ,  AU  the  evidence  we 
have  on  the  subject  is  a  declaration  of  the  Min- 
iver of  Foreign  'AflTairs.'  If  gentlemen  recur  to 
the  Bejlifi  and -Milan  decrees,  they  will  find  that 
those  decrees  are  fundametital  laws  of  the  French 
fiUnpire,  and  for  their  repeal  of  course  require  the 
same  formality  and  authenticity  as  for  thdr  en- 
action. If  they  are  not  repealed  in  the  form  of 
the  repealing  law  in  such  cases,  the  fact  has  not 
occurred  upon  which  th^  faith  of  the  nation  rest^; 
upon  gentlemen's  own  ground.  Now;  sir;  I  ask 
if  there  be  a  gentleman  in  this  HoQse'  iif ho' pre- 
tends that  there  ever  was  a  repeal  of  the  Berlin 
ahd  Milai^  decrees ?  What  evidence  have  we  on 
this  point?  In  the  first  place  the  fact  that  the 
>rig  New  Orleans  Packet  was  seized  at  Bordeaux 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreet  byibe  col- 


lector of  the  customs ;  so  that,  so  far  as  relatefl  to 
thle  custom-house  at  Bordeaux,  the  fact  bad  not 
been  ;annou need  in  December.  We  have  next 
the  declaration  of  Jonathan  Rus^ll,  who  In  bb 
letter  to  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiatra, 
although  he  goes  into  a  course  of  reasoninf 
•gainst  the  seizure  of  th^  vessel,  declares  tbat  k 
will  not  be  pretended  tbat  those  decrees  have  ben 
revoked. .  Howit  then,  sir,  can  s^edtlemen  ,rest  may- 
thing  on  the  plighted  faitit  of  this  nation,  whci 
that  faith  waft  pledged,  if  pledged  at  all.  on  a  coa- 
tingency  whicb  has  npl  occurred  ?  The  Frenei 
Emperor,  in  order  .to  hold  the  plighted  faith  of 
this  nation,  according  to  gentlemen's  own  reason- 
Jnff/must  have  done  an  act  which  was  a  repeal 
of  a  fundamental  law  of  the  Empire.  Mo  sach 
act  has  been  done  ;  the  faith  of  -the  nation  then 
is  not  pledged. 

,  Mr.  Cb^veb  said  he  wai  not  sorry  tbat  this 
amendment  had' been  proposed ;  he  #a8  not  sorry 
that  the 'subject  wa»  now  agiuted,  because  it  had 
already  lifad  the.efiVct  of  eliciting  private  opiotoa 
on  a  subject  on  #hich  every  one  hesitated  aod 
doub^  how  to  a<it ;  and  because  it  would  enable 
tbena  to  embody  public  sentiment.  But,  after  so 
much  bad  been  done,  he  hoped,  for  several  reaaoas, 
that  the  question  on  fhe  repeal  of  the  law  woM 
not  now  be  taken,  hot  that  the  bill  woatd  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  RelmtioM. 
The  honorable  and  eloquent  ^ntleman  wbo  bad 
made  the'tbotion  (Mr.  Ranoolpb)  was  not  more 
diksaiisfied  with  the  state  of  our  foreign  rehirioM 
than  be  was;  of  more  satisfied  of  the  futilirr  of 
those  measures  lately  l^dopted.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
had  irever  been  satisfied  of  the  wisdom  or  propria 
ety  of  the  law  of  May  last  in  any  other  view  ibaa 
one.  He  believed  it^ould  make  the  country  ail 
apart  worthy  of  its  cbameter ;  ft  would  preetptlait 
qs  on  a  particular  enemy**-and  this  he  believed 
the  country  required.  He  believed  a  more  direct 
and  proper  course  should  lobg  age  have  been  re- 
sorted to.  The  questions  now  before  the  House 
were,  whether  the  bill  should  be  recommitted  ta 
(he  Comn^ittee  of  Foreign  Relations  for  tbe  pnir- 
p6s^of  ameBdraeormerdy,or  whether  tbemotiott 
for  recommitment  should  ^be  coupled  with  one 
which  it  appeared  to  him  could  not  with  propriety 
be. ingrafted  on  it.  The  inotion  as  oHgiaally 
made  went,  to  tbe  modi^catioo  of  a  law;  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  a  repeal  of  it.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  latter  should  properly  rise,  w  a 
substantive  question.  He  should  not  be  sorry  if 
the  bill  was  recommitted  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  singing  its  requiem  ;.  he  should  hot  be  sorry  if 
it  should  eventuate  so  as  to  remove  the  trammeb 
ip  which  the  act  of  May  might  have  shackled  us. 
He  said  be  wished,  as  much  as  any  one,  that  the 
nation  should  be  tmtrammelled  and  in  a  shuatioa 
to  act  in  a  manner  worthy 'of  It^  former  spirit  and 
if ^ honor.  But  in  the  present  case  be  believed 
the  nation.  Could  not  act,  and  that  it  was  commi^ 
ted  as  to  tbe  course  it  should  pursue*  He  would 
meet  gentlemen  on  that  footing.  Unless,  he  said, 
a  breach  of  faith  was  intended,  they  ought  not  to 
ack)pi  the  proposed  amendment.  If  tbe  Bertia 
and'Milaa  decree*  were  not  revoked  oo  tbe  fist 
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of  Novefuber,  he  agreed  that  the  House  were  not 
BBder  ten  obligation  to  reject  the  am  end  men  (pro- 
posed. But  U  waa  not  io  this  stage  of  the  hosi- 
nrsfll  proper  to  adopt  it.  The  gentlemad-  who 
moved  it  predicated  it  od  the  facts  cbmmuAicaied 

Sour  agent  in  Frabce^  or  on  the  general  conduct 
that  nation.    He  had  sard  that  the  ^ngagemeoi 
was  inefTectnal;  that  the  House  was  not  boond 
to  «arry  it  into  effect,  because  they  were  informed 
by  the  late  eommnieation  from. the  President, 
tbAt  it  had  be^  violated  on  the  |>art  of  France  ^ 
because  it  had  not  been  acted  on'  in  the  spirit  of 
good  £^ith;  because  her.depiedatipns  iiad  beeii 
8«eh  as  to  make  this  nnitter  embrace .  but  an  iin^ 
perfect  part  of  them.'   And  if  this  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  case,  Mi*  C^  said  he  should  ooQcur  with 
tbe  gentleman  in  opinion.    But  that  not  being  the 
eaae,  be  said  he  would  endeavor  to  show  that  we 
•re  placed  in  such. a  situation  as  to  oblige 'us,  in 
observance  of  good  faith,  to  adhere,  at  least  for  a 
Uaie«  to  Ihe  measures. we  h^ve  adopted.     H^e 
would  say  his  fears  were  that  it  bad  been  violated 
oo  the  part  of  ^ France ;  but  that  there  was  no  rea- 
80O  for  acting,  with  precipitation..    The  vessel 
Winfriag  Mr.  Russell's  letter  having  left  France 
1st  of  lannary,  and  conveying  no  later  authentic 
iofonnatioo^  was  a  circumstance  from  which. he 
argvcd  nnfflvorably.  -But  there  was  no  reason 
for  precipitation  ;  and  they  would  act  with  pro- 
priety if  they  should  wait  till  later  intelligence 
w«8  received.    If,  within  a  reasonable  time  no 
disarowal  of  the  seizure  should  be  made  on  the 
pare  of  France,  he  should  be  disposed  to  take  it  as 
mrimui  facie  evidence  of  a  violation. of  her.  faith/ 
But  wecethe  Hoo^e  compelled  now  to  act  ?  Could 
ttey  ^ot  delay  for  a  few  days  T    He  thought  they 
vigbt;  and  therefore  objected  to  the  considera- 
tioa  of  the  propositipi^.  to. repeal  the  law  of  May 
hMtj  at  .this  moment ;  and  wished  it  bostponed 
till  9tey  <ould  eigoy  the  advantage  of  further  jn- 
formation.    If  they  were  now  to  act,' and  should 
s^orUy  be  informed  that  the  act  was  disavowed^ 
what  would  be  their  situation  ?    W9uld  it  not  be 
a  breach  of  plighted  faith  or  corn  pact?    Was  it 
not  better  that  ^tbe  nation  should   preserve  all  it 
had  left — its  good  faith  1    lu  property  And  honor 
had  been  sacrificed;  and  all  that,  was  left  was  its 
good  faith.    If  that  were  cherished,  it  would  op- 
erate as  an  ennobling  principle.  ,  He  hoped  toe 
^oase  would  therefore  hesitate;  and,  as  long  as 
they  might  suppose  that  they  should  depart  item 
good  faith  by  adopting  the  amendment  proposfed, 
that  they  would  refuse  to  agree  to  it.    As  the 
^tlemttn  who  HkOved  the  amendment  excelled 
in  honorable  personal  sentiment,  Mr  C  said  he 
would  believe  that  he  also  cherished  an  honorable 
national  sentiment.    But  be  apprehended  ihat^p 
▼iohit|on  of  her  faith  by  France  was  ascertained, 
either  by  tKe  declaration  of  France  or  by  the  oc- 
enrr<ence  of  delay  sufficient  to  warrant  the  pre- 
sniaption  that  the  seizure  at  Bordeaux  was  an 
authorized  act.    There  had  been  a  violation  in 
fact  o(  tbe  engagement,  but  it  was  not  ascertained 
to  have  been  under  the  authority  of  Gk>vei:nment. 
It  was  tieither  ascertained  by  a  positive  declara- 
tion or  sudden  silence  that  such  was  the  iact.    If 


it  was,  he«h(N]ld  be  willing  to  adopt^the  proposed 
amend  ipeot. 

One  gentlemiil  had  observed  ^hat  the  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  adopted  because  the  nation  had 
heretofore  endeavored,  by  all  the  means  in  its 
power,  to  counteract  the  measures  of  the  beHig* 
erentsand  failed,  <&c.  He  said  he  differed  from 
the  gentleman  in  opinion  that  all  the  measutea 
which  could  be  tried  had  failed.  *  I^e  believed  the 
country  to  Be  equal,  Without  the  imposition  of 
direct  taxes,  t^  meet  all  its  foes,  to  call  forth  all 
its.  energies;. and  he  should  not  believe  that  it 
was  not  the  disposition  of  the  coi^ntry.  The  evil 
wa3  that  Congress  had  not  applied  tbe  proper  ex- 
citements; it  was  not  .because  the  Government 
bad  not  come  up  to  the  tone  of  the  peoplis.  .When 
the  exig[eocie8  and  necessitv  of  the  nation  shcfuld 
call  for  it^  the  people  would'near  even  direct  taxes. 
But  nothing  qf  that  kind  need  be  looked  to ;  the 
oredil  of  the  nation  reinained  unshaken,  its  faith' 
unbroken  Let  us  preserve  that,  said  Mr.  C,  and 
wo  ate  safe ;  and  I  belieye  the  time  i^  not  far  dis* 
tai^t  when  it  will  be  the  interest  and  trde.  wisdom 
of  the'Governmenr,  as  it  is  the  actual  disposition 
of  the  peoplCfto  resist  the  injuries  inflicted  on  us. 
Another  gentleman  had  said  that  an  incorrect 
construct^n  had  been  given  by  the  Executive  40 
the  law  of  May  last  Mr.  (X  said  he  differed  from 
the  gentleman  as  to  the  construction.  He  quoted 
the  Taw,  which  provide  that' when  either  of  the 
belligerents. shall  »o  revoke  or  modify  its  edicts 
as  that  they  sl^aH  cease  to  violate  the  neutripd  com- 
merce of  the  United  States^  theli,  certain  cense- 
auen<ies.  shall  follow.  The  argument  of  the  gen- 
eman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Qardbnisb)  was^ 
that  the  law  provided  that  when  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerents should  cease  to  violate  our  rights,^, 
then  such  feffect^  should  follow.  But  Mr.  C.  said, 
the  law  provided  tbatwhenever  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerents should  so  revoke  or  modify^ its  edicts  as 
that  they  (the  edicts)  should  ceiise  to  violate,  4bc* 
then  the  President  was  to  issue  his  proclamation^ 
<SLe,  Hadnot  France  so  revoked  or  modified  her 
edicts  ?  Had  she  not  said  that  her  decrees  would 
^easie  to  exist  on  the  first  of  November  ?.  What 
was  this  lH|t  a  modification  as^  required  by  ahe 
law  ?  /ThoO^t^  she  should  not  act  in  conformity 
.to  her  revocation,  it  would  not  produce  any  change 
in  the  iact.  Though  she  should  continue  to  violate 
the  commerce,  of  the  Ui^ited  S^tes,she  will  not- 
vviihstandiog  hav6  so  modified  her  edicts  and  de- 
crees as  that  thejr  should  cease  to  violaite  the  com- 
merce of  the  XJnited  States.  The  seizure  ^  the 
Orleans  Packet  was  a  violation  of  our  rights  ;'but 
the  decrees  were  nevertheless  extinct.  What  is 
a  decree  ?  A  declaration  of  the  volition  of  .the 
mind.  One  declaration  causes  it  to  exist ;  another 
causes  it  to  cease.  The  late  seizure  of  our  vessels, 
if  authorized,  is  a  violation  of  oUr  rights,  but  not 
under,  those  decrees;  for  the  decrees, have  been 
djsclared  not  to  be  in  force. 

But,  said  another  gentleman,  (Mr.  CIuinct,)  the 
decrees  were  not  revoked,  because  they  were  fun- 
damental laws  o(  tbe  Empire ;  and  the  alleged 
revocation  was.but  a  declaration  of  the  Mit^ister. 
and  that  it  was  necessary  that  the^ decrees .shoirld 
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^  reroked  by  a  ht^er  aathoricjr.  ,  It  is  neeeslar]^, 
said  Mr.  C,  for  the  geptlemaii  to  prore  that  it  is 
not  an  equally  high  authority.  I  deny  that  it  is 
Bot.  It  is  necessary  foX  the  gentteroan's  argutrient 
to  p^ove  that  the  suhstaooe  cdnsists  in  th«  form. 
I  deny  it,  sir.  There  is  a  -forih  in  'which  acts  are 
enacted ;  but  forms*  may  he  dispensed  with.  Is 
it  trne  that  the  fondam^ntal  laws  of  the  Empire^ 
the  municipal' laws,  are  obligatory  on  foreign 
nations  ?  and  is  h  necessary  to  the  treaty-making 
power  or  to  the  execution  of  it,  that  the  piirty 
treating  shoqld  be  possessed  of  a  jrerfeW  knowT^ 
edge  of  the  laws" of  the  country,  with  which  It  is 
treating?  No,  jt  has  nolhidg  to  do  with  it.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  inquiry  by  the  negotiator.  The 
treaty* making  power,  the  Snreveign  of  the  eotni' 
try.  declares  that  they  shall  tie  revoked.  Sir,  shall 
we  h^itate  in  believing  that  the*  Oarreraroetkt  pf 
FVance  is  a  despotism;  that  all  power  resides  in 
its  ruler?  When  such  is  the'GoveriHneDt  with 
Which  you  treat,  what  do  you  wafti  but  a  decla- 
ration of  the  Goremor  to  sho#  what  is  the  law 
of  the  country?  No  n^an  doubts  its  snpremac||r^ 
The  declaration  of  his  will  is'corapleteetidience 
of  what  shall  be  conMdered  as  obligatory  on  that 
country.  Hare  we  not  then  an  unequirocal  de- 
Chiration  of  his  will  ?  .  To  me  it  appears  we  hare. 
'I. say,  sir/ that  the.  decrees  were  removed,  and 
that  if  the  violation  of  our  rights  contintHNd  to* 
,  morrdv^,  yet  the  decrees  were  so  revoked  on  the 
first  of  November  as  that  they  did  cease  to  violate 
our  eomm^ce.  If  b^r  rights  are  now  violated,  it ' 
is  tt  violatiOtt  independent  of  the  decrees^  by  the 
mere  will  o(k%  nrbiuary  and  poi^erfVil  (Govern- 
ment. If  the  decrees  are  thus  nevoked,  w^  must 
bate  evidence  satisfactory  indeed  to  prove  that 
they  are  in  fiei6t  adhered  to.  This  evidence  we 
have  not ;  but  if  it  be  afforded  hf  an  express  de- 
cfpiealfon  or  uncourteous  silence  in  answer  to  the 
Fdtnonstranbe  of  Our  agent  in  France,  it  wjU  the^ 
and  not  till  then  be  an  incumbent  duty  to  net  on 
Ihe^mbject.     .        '  /      "* 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opiifiqii  we  ought 
ilot  at  this  tinie  to  act  on  9,  questioh  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  a  recommitment  of  the  bill. 
I  hope  (hat  the  c(nnmittee  Will  be  j^rmitted  to 
^iM  and  prepare  to  meet  circumstances  which 
may  occur.  And,  sir,  I  should  nfot  be  sorrv  if 
the  committee  had  no  other  doty  to  perform  than 
that. of  chanting  its  requiem.  I  60  not  consider 
the  law  a  benefit.  I  adtt^it  that  nothrag  good  is 
likely  to  result  from  t  commerce  with  France ; 
whilst  her  enormous  duties  exist,  it  wrH  be  a 
commerce '  without '  any  benefit  and  therefore 
illusory. 

Mr.  WneATON  said,  if  it  was  agreed  on  all 
haqds  that  the  people  of  Ibis  nation  were  in  an 
embarrassing  situation,;  if  it  was  equally  agreed 
that  our  emlMirrassments  had  risen  out  ot  the  law 
passed  iu  May  last,  why  not  rep^l  that  4aw  ? 
Afr.  W.  said  he  Was  not  disposed  to  criminate 
the  conduct  of  those  who  enacted  that  Iffw,  nor 
wasT  it  necessary  at  this  time  'to  criminate  the 
conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
issuing  his  proclamation  in  pursuance  of  it.  But 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  the,  embarrassments  conse- 


?Qent  on  that  law  and  the  prodamatioo  of  the 
^resident,  it  was  proposed  that  the  law  shovM 
now? be  repealed;  and  he  thought  no  gentlemaa 
had  as  yet  pretended  to  point  out  any  mode  by 
which  thir  nation  was-tobejTreed  from  tboseem- 
barrassments,^  other  than  a  repeal  of  the  law  oaf 
of  which  they  had  grown ;  and  it  seemed  nov 
to  be  the  wish  of  all.  or  altliost  all,lhat  this  lav 
were  oot  of  the  way,  provided  it  could  be  removH 
eo1>sistenfly  with  that  good  fhith  which  geBtl^ 
men  seemed  to  thin,k  pledged  by  this  QoTerntDcii 
to  the-natibns  upod  whom  this  law  was  inteodvd 
to  operate.  The  prk>cipil  difiicolty  appeared  to 
be  with'  respect  to  the  faith  pledged' to  the  Freach 
Government.    ' 

It  had  hcen  said  that  one  of  the  objeete  of  thtt 
law,  the  repeal  of  the  Beriiir  and  Miiaa  decrees, 
had  actually  been  obtained' on  the  first  day  of 
November  fast;  and,  that  being  the  case,  that 
the  <}overninent  was  now  pledged  to  carry  the 
law  into  effect.  Whether  the  decrees  were  re- 
pealed or  not.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  di4  not  pretend  to 
say.  Th^  President  of  the  Uttfted  States  «as,oa 
the20(h  day  of  November  last,  convinced  «f  the 
fact.  Whiethetthe  B(erlin  or  Milan  deerees  were 
or  were  not  repealed  under  all  the  formalitiei 
necessary  under  fthe  French  Goverameot  for 
such  an  tkt,  Mr.  W.  taid,  he  could  not  coaeciw 
that  this  Government  was  in  hny  aianoer  ptei^ed 
to  the  Great  Binperor  to  revive  a  n^eatfere  afamt 
Great  Britain  so  embarrassing  t(>  the  gr^atlaiar- 
esti  6f,  this  country.  It  seemed  before  this  Jaw 
had  been  enacted  id  sequestration  had  taken  jilaee 
otiier  rhAn  that  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees, the  effects  of  which  had  been  more  pem- 
cious  to  the.  commerce  of  this  country  than  ibnse 
decrees.  Permit  me  to  ask,  said  Mr.  W«,  if  a 
man  steal  one  of  my  horses,  and  I  promise  him  if 
he  -would  not  stedl  another  I  woUid  not  prosecate 
hitti  for  stealing  the  first;  and  it  sheold  cora 
out  that  before  I  made  this  promise  be  had  sialea 
the  Second  horse,  and  he  finally  refuses  to  restore 
either— let  me  Ask  whether  I  should  be  boand  la 
goodAiiih  not  to  pnoseeute  him  for  stealfag  the 
first  ?  We  do  not  require  of  the  French  Emperar 
a  promise  of  restoration,  but  a  promise  that  •he 
shall  do  so  no  mor^.  Before  We  passed  thisaet, 
however,  he  had  done  other  acts  tblin  those  eoa*> 
templated  by  the  law,  from  which  more  toischirf 
hsfl  resulted  than  from  all  he  had  done  before 
ought  he  not  to  have  made  restoration  before  he 
I  could  claim  a  perforihance  of  this  promnefrom 
us?  '^^ouhl  anything  have  been  mone  reaaoaa- 
ble,  and^waft  not  that  the  opinioa  of  our  -Exeev* 
tiveall  along '^  Did  be  not,  in  the  commaaiea* 
tions  to  our  Minister  in  France,  tell  him  expressly 
that  this  law  id  favor  of  France  should  not  be 
carried  into  effect  unless  the  Freneb  Emperor 
should  as  \^.ll  revoke  those  decrees  as  provide 
for  a  reparation  of  the  mischief  he  had  done  in 
the, mean  time?  I  contend,  sir,  that  it  was  not 
within  the  view  of  the  President,  when  he  isstied 
his  proclamation,  that  it  should  have  effect  onless 
restoration  was  made  of  the  property  so  takea 
away.  Besides,  sir,  have' we  a  right  to  expect, 
or  did  this  law  contemphM:  aoythiag 
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the  |>art  of  Qreat  Britai^i  than  the  resoiadini^  her 
Orders  in  Coaneil  ?  Bufit  seems  now,  sir,  thai 
the  Freock;  Emperor  deserres  les^  at  oor  hands 
bat  demands  mere  thaa  when  this  law  was  madej^ 
not  only  tbe^  resoiadiDg  ofthe  Orderf  in  Cbaooil, 
bal  something  further  which  was  ne?er  contem- 
plated  by  the  law;  that  is,  n^  repeal  of  a  blockade 
enmcted^in  1806.  And  our  GoTernmeJit  have 
given  theu British  Oo?emment  to  understand  that 
abe  would  deriiTe  no  benefit  from  reeeindia^  the 
Orders  in  Cooacil  witHout  also  Te>okin«r  thiaf 
bloekade  instituted  in  1866.  Sir,  are  not  the  ex* 
pressioM  in  this  law  the  same  as  i|i  that  of  1809^ 
under  which  a|i  ammgeii^ent  was^^nilde  with  the 
British  Ooremment?  Did  the  Pr«iident  in  puiv 
aosaee  of  that  law  issue  his  jyroclamation  ?  He 
did.  Was  there  any  pro Visioa  then  mtfele  for  a 
varocatioa  of  the  blockade  of  Majr,  1806  ?  There 
Wtts  not.  Th^  neith^  this  QoVerneaent,  France, 
or  Bfi^lfind,  hj^d  anyright  to  expect  that  that 
hl«ekade  was  to.  be  looked  to  orafected  by,  the 
)mw  of  May  last. 

NoWy  sir,  nader  all  these  circumstances^  when 
the  Freooh  Government  demands  more  and.  de- 
serves less,  are  we^kound  to  carry  the, law  into 
effeetl  No,  sir ;  not  even  thotigh  we  were  cer- 
taia  the  decrees  of  BeHio  and  Mliali  were  re- 
pealed. Notwithstanding  I  shalj  always  ezpeiit 
an  ingeaious  argument  on  iiny  subject  from  the 
ffeotleman  frein  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cbbv^s,) 
I  WAS  a  little  surprised  at -the  ingenuity  of  the 
atgefmeat,  that  although  the  Berlin  and  Miliin 
deewes  were  f ejpealed  to*dar%  and  to-morrow  the 
satme  oonduct  should  %t  puriued  under  other  de- 
ereas^that  in  ih^  case  the  French  Oovebment 
wooU  have  been  saM'  td  have  complied  with 
oar  intentions-^     ... 

[Mr.  Cbbves  explained.  He  had  unly  spofceo 
of  Che  construction  of  the  law,  and  had  not  intendf 
ed  4o  say  that  the  revocatton  of  the  Berlin  cifd 
Mtkin  decrees  would  exonerate  us  from  aolipiii^ 
oiKer  injustice.'  If  we  had  satkfaetorv  eride«oe 
of  aubsequeat  injustice,  be  should  be  ctsposied  to 
act  oa  it  As  he  would  have  done  on  the  Beslin 
and  Milan,  decrees.} 

lie  WkBATOx  appeared  >  to  be  satisfied  with 
this  explanation,  and  concluded  hb  remarks. 

Mr.  Wbmwt  spoke  in  explaaatioa  of  his  feroMr 
observations. 
f^Q  member  appeariaff  disjposed  to  rise^-*  . 
if  r.  BamioLPB  said,  that  if  io  gebtlemanWish- 
ed  to  take  on  mora  of  the  tiuM  of  the  Hauiseyiie 
feU  very  Utile  disposition  to  do  so :  at  the  same 
tiflM  he  wished  to  be  distinotlj  uaderstood^  ae  te 
tW  pledge  of  publreiiuth.  His  idea  was^  that  the 
state  of  things  under  whichtbe  jaw  passed  re- 
■Muned  uaalt^fed  j  but  ia  his  opinioo  no  possible 
act,  whether  of  a  nrieadly  or  hostihs  character,  on 
Um  part  of  France  or  Great  Britain,  could  have 
tied  the  hands  of  this  Govenlment  in  relation  to 
the  lav^  in  question.  He  could  never  beliere 
that  it  was  anything  more  than  a  rule  of  conduct 
to  oar  own  Governmeat^and  to  our  own  people; 
a  wamiag  to  the  people  of  what  the  li»V  m^  to 
be;  a  preparatory  caution  to  them;  or,  if  gentle^ 
eboae  to  go  so  to^  a  j^ledge  on  the  partof 


this  House  to  their  c6nstkuen(s  as  to  what  .our 
future  conduct  would  be  towards  the  two  b^ig- 
elrents.  He  protested  sgainst  the  right  of  any 
foreign  Government  td  interfere  in  the  expouad*' 
ing  of.  the  laws  of  this  land)  unless  whet«  their 
subjects  were  ag^riev<ed  by  thein.  The  only 
mode  in  which '*this  Gov/ernment  could  become 
bouud  to  another  iras  by  treaty.  . 

Let  us/look  back  a  little  while,  sa|d- he.    We 
once  bad,  if  L  recollect  right,  a  ^ort  befoi^  this 
House  declaring  that  obly  three  possible  altema- 
tires  presented  tbemselvjcs  to  the  couatry««*war^ 
embargo,  or  disgrace*.  I  put  it  emphatically  to 
the  advocates  of  that  positions-are  tho^^  whb 
would  hav^  Heitker  war,  or  leaobargo,  willing  to 
eeneede  that  by  their  act  the  nation  has  been  dis^ 
graced^    I  put  it  to  the  gentlemen  whether  any 
pledge  of  this  kind,  gireo  by  a  vote  ofthis  Housci^ 
Ci(a  at  a^bseqoent^time  be  conjured  up,  to  tei^ 
rify^'Us  into  the  adoptictn  of  measures,  which  evorf 
man  aolraowledgee  to  be.  pregnani  with  great 
publio'de^iment,if  not  with  ruin. 
'  *My  ob^^ect  in  bringing:  forward  this  met  Ion 
Was  to  give  that'  pr^cticat  relief  to  the*  people 
whom  I  represent  which  they  now  do,  or  sooii 
will  stand  in  need  o^to  do  aw^y  a  system  which 
has  bo  eflect  upon  their  enemiSes,  wiipse.deleterir 
otts  o^elalion  is  con  fined  to-  theihselves  alone.    I 
want,  sir,  to  relieve  the  Virginia phraler,  i^nd  not 
t6  settle  questions  of  good  Or  bad  faith,  or  of  mode 
or  courtesy,'  with  %)»•  French  Bmpevor  or  his 
courtiera.    We  do  appear  \6  me  to  hav^  iavolvied 
ourselves  in,  a  noost  embarrtfssiiig  situation.    I 
am  son>et«mes  inclined  to  doubt  whether  soiM 
frenxy  b*s  not  seixed  upoa  tis.    CJentlemeo  get 
up  and  det>ict  iti  the^tronj|est  colocs  that  they  ■ 
dan  command  the  injDfies  we  have  received  froaft 
both  belligereats* .  It -seems  to  be  the  uaanimoue 
seikimeiift  that  they  cannot  >be  disguised  or  pal* 
liated,  that  jtb^  are  selfevideht,  a%d  that  it  is  a 
waste  of  time  to  attempt  to  deiicrlbe,  nMch  more 
to  demoBstrate  them.    When,  kB^f^jpre$t9  !  in  the 
next  breath .  we  stand  in  such  a  reiattoa  to  the 
Bmpcror  of  Friaee  that  it  ia  sicrilege  to  deubl-^ 
ivhat?    Hi#.di»f»ositioa  toiojareua?  No.  That 
ia  iact  he  haa  iajured  wi    Not  at  all-^  doubt 
that  he  hi»  in,  aav  one  instanee,  although  tho 
proof  is  ill  the  while  suring  as  ia  the  faee— than 
m  aity  one  instance,  this  iBi|)effial  and  tioyal 
Personage  has  beea  found  to  depaet-from  bis  ina* 
panel  and  royal  arerd!  Godbless  us4  and  Is  thit, 
the  man  of  whom  icad  of  whose  acts  sacb  pio« 
tufes  are  driwa  oa  all  sides  of  this  Hoose^  by 
meil  of  all  deseriptiouf^     Are  the    praetieal 
wrong*  which  the  people  of  this' count ry^  have 
received  to  be  aatvea  over  wkh  douceurs  of  eti«' 
qo^te  ?  If  that  be  the  case  we  should  saad  soma, 
dancing-master,  soete  maimer  of  the  ceremoaies; 
if  any  such  we  haver  amon§^  us,  to  exchange  bows 
with  Duroc,  the  Imperial  Grand  Chamberlain ; 
things  might  be  settled  in .  the  style  of  the  old 
fninuet  d^lacour  ;  xhny  might  make  their >onomy 
go  all  around  the  tocm  in  great  suite,  and  woafdy 
no  doubt,  end  precisely  whece  theV  began. 

Some  of  the  assertioasr^for  he  would  call 
them  nothing  eke— which  had  been  jAdvancml  in 
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the  course  of  ,the4iebatey.Mr.  R.  saiii.  he.  did  ooC 
<  hold  himself  bound  to  notion.  He  must  say  that 
argumeot  be  had  yet  heafd  none  on  the  chief 
'  point  in  dispute;  viz:  that  the  ii^rth  of  the/Uni- 
ted Stares  is  pledged,  and  that  that  faith  will  be 
broken  if  the  act  be  repealed.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mci  Fisk)  had  proposed 
to  get  oyer  this  difficulty.  How  ?  ^Qt  by  repeal- 
"^  tug  the  act  regulating  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  bellige/ents,  but,  forsooth,  by  suspending 
its  operation.  It  is  ^said,  that  on  this  second  dav 
of  February,  in  the -year  of  oar  Lord'— (ifi^  still 
count  by  the  Christian  era  in  this  cout^liy,  I 
thank  God !)  one  thousand  eight  hondred  ajid 
eleven — you  staud  bound  to  carry  inta' effect  a 
-  rigorous  non -intercourse  witli  England.^  You 
eauflot  repeal  it^but  ttien:  you  may  say  susp^od 
it !  How  loi)g  ?  From '  session  to.  session'^  a^ 
«MDe.  laws  have  been  suspended/ ever  sloce  I  had 
a  seal  ip  this  House  1  I  take  the  ftentleman  at 
his  wofd  and  agree  so  to  suspend*  lam  for  sub- 
stantial relief,  and  if  the  term  Muapewum  will 
operate-as  a  salvo  ou'the  conscience  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  po  doubt  it  will  be 
equally  potent  and  operative,  with  others* 

Again,  listen  to  my  worthy  colleaj^e  near  the 
door  (Mr.  Ek>FE9^)  He  too  conceived  that  we 
were  pledged  to  Franee.  In  redemption.of  that 
pledge  be  4nid  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  rigorous 
enforceipent  of  noti-iti\ercQurse  with  England. 
He  now  moved  to  reccnnmit  the  bill.  Why) 
^  There  hung"  be  said,  '^  a  cloud  over  that  guar* 
tejr"^it  was,  however,  but  a  **  speck"  in  the  htori- 
90B^  not- of  war,  but  of  treachery  and  ill  faith. 
What,  sir,  had  the  Committee  of  Foreig;p  Rellii- 
lations  ^rb,pOffed  to  do?  It  was  ta  catry  into 
effect  wtth  good. faith  this  contract  which- they 
say  we  have  mfade  with  France,  and  which  I  say 
we  did  not  make.  Was  it  not  tlfe  object  i>f  %hjd 
Vill,  which  tl^e  gentijeman  this  morning  moved  to 
rejBommit,  to  carry  into  effect  the  atipubtions 
■  said  to  .have  been  entered  into  between  us  and 
France?  UnquesUonabiy  it  was.  The* gentle- 
man, then,  by  his  own  showing,  iias  found  cause  ioi 
.the  conduct  o[  thje  Freneli  €k>vernfBent  for  faiUntf 
%»  do  thai  which  by  his  own  fetrguoMBt  the  United 
States  are  bound  in  good  faitl^  to  execute^  over 
which  they  have  not  anjr  discretionary  t>owef 
Hhnlever.  ^  The  question  is  surrendered,  sir,  en- 
tkdv  on  the  other  side.  The  ejtpedient  of  the 
<  gentlemnn  from  New  York  to  suspend  th^  t>pet«* 
Uon  of  the  law-*the  proposili«n  of  the  gentle-^ 
'  'man  (xpm  Virginia  to  d^lay  carrying  it  into  exe- 
ention,  as  he  bai)  contemplated  before  the  late 
intelligence  from  Paris,  are'vHrtuiillv  ind  eub^ 
•tantially,in  principle,  the  aame^  with  myowui 
.  which  has  eitcited  eo  much  fenrehension.  The 
^wer  to  sttspend  of  4be  genueman  from  New 
York  irapHes  the  power,  priietieally,  to  repeal ; 
and  it  is  adoaitted  bv  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia that  a  state  of  things  has  arisen  in  which 
he  ftels,  if  not  released  from  his  obligation,  yet 
that  it  bangs  so  looseljr  about  him,  that  he  will 
desist  from  carrying  it  into  effect.  Upon  the 
argument  of^ either^  gentleman,  the  question  is 
yielded.    If  .t|ie  honor  of  the  United  States  ia 


mortgaged,  let  it  be  forthwith  redeemed.   If  it 
be  indeed  pledged  let  us  not  come  halting  to  ihif 
House  with. the  national  faith'  in  one  hand  and 
expedients  to  evade  it  in  the  other.    There  can 
be  on  such  a  question  iio  recurrence  to  expedi- 
ents.   This  is  the  second  of  J'ebroary.  ^  The 
time  has  arrived — the  hbur  now  is.  whea  geotlfr 
men,  by  th^ir  own  arguments^  if  their  argniaeoB 
be  just,  a>e  bound  to  fulfil  the  con^raet,  wtiiehi 
do  not  undertake  to  expound,  but.  which  theyar 
has  been  made,  certainly  in  a  ttianner  veryDord 
to  our  Constitution,  between  the  House  of  R^ 
rosentative^  on  the  one  hmnd.  and  Boaapaneoi 
the  otb^^-^^  barffain  which,  tike  ^e  baiiBiiuoi 
old,  with  the  devil,  there  ip  noahakingofiT  Itisi 
bargain  whi<ih' credulity  and  imbecilitr  ^tos 
into  with' cuhniag  and. powers  it  is  like  tie ^k 
in  a  neighboring  turnpike,  which  you  can  aeitber 
sell  nor  give  away,  but  which  operates  as  ti 
eternal  lien  upon  every  shilling  of  your  pwpw^. 
Yte,  sir !    I  call  upon  i^entlemeo  to  make  good 
their  promise  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
Frenclj  and  King  of  Italy— to  redeem  their  pWge 
—to  cut  off  in  fact  nearly  the  whole  i)f  o«  ex- 
isting trade,  in  return  for  the  liberty  of  trttof 
by  license  from  theihree  favored  ports  whmii 
has  pleased  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  pnri^ 
No  mart  belie ves-^l  beg  pardon,  sir— Iwt«»Woi 
to  say,  but  I  will  not,  that  qo  man  belif rei  oie 
syllable  of  this  breach  of  faith  onoor  pait  1 
have  too  much  confidence  m  the  honof  of  g^' 
tlbiheft  JM>t  to  be  convinced  that,  they  ktrc  )w- 
soaded  themselves  U>  this  effect,  altbogb  it  u 
incompreheasible4o  me.    Bound,  sir.  to  wmj 
To  Bonaparte?     Bound  to  Shylocka  Beuad 
to  rendec  up  not  only  the  pound  of  *?■  7; 
every  jot  of  blood  in  the  <3onstitutioa.  ,5^ ."J 
eome  forward  with  hiii  pockets  swelled  *»"[ 
American  treasure -r- do,  hb  miaioa^  fttteiea 
upon  our  spqil,  whether   obtained  bf  m^ 
rapine  or  priyate  exiortipn — d<>  ***®I*TJ^ 
ward  .calling'  upon  its  to  make  sacrifices  otw 
best  interest  on  the  shrine  of  their  f^^^T. 
in  the  name  too  of  Food, faith!    As  well  W| 
the  ipechanic  with  whom  you  ^«J  ^^     IL 
his  biU  aftervforcing  yon  lo  deHrtr  fc(«  P«* 
op  the  hkbway.  ...  »iiit 

I  did  not  intend,  sir,  to.  any.anythii»r  «» "" 
subject  I  but  fexc?pi  the  gentleman  front  i« 
Vork,  (Mr.  MrronitL,)  not  oochasfweBonttj^' 


side  of  the  Htfuse  who  has  not  conteadw! ««  . 

ivdved  in  tny  propo«ttf^' 

►f  sides  of  the  House,  »Hit^!!: 
already  I 


.breiKsh  bf  faith  is  iqvdved  in  my  propo«»^ 
am  aorry  to  speak  of  sides  of  the  House,  bet «»! 
have  been  already  named  in  the  most «ir»"r^ 
manner,  I  wish,  air,  that  as  the  t^^^^f''^^ 
New  York  aa(|  n^yself  are  Ukaly  » «f  «J^ 


m  vouog  with  me  as  I  »»■"..  !lB,«r 
the  support  of  his  feamingsM  wg^"^  K 
EltfnA,  of  Tennessee;  said  that  ik«  »'' " 
;  of  May  last  was  not  a  law  "O'^^f.^^Jr 


this  questien,  he  could  derive  as  mvoh  i 
Ubtt  irom  vodog  with  me  as  I  shall  hatc^ir?* 
Iiavin^  the  su] 
Mt.  RtfnA, 
the  firdt  of  May  last  wa.  uwi .«  ^-  --  .  ^. 
Hottae  of  Representatives  alone,  but  bf  »« 
stituted  authorities^of  the  United  S»««J'''J"  ^f 
a  most  solemn  obligation.  The  ^?^^^ 
that  law  did  net  depend  on  the  biUj«l>?^«^ 
the  Chaifmaa  of  tht  Committee  of  '  oreip 
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latioasj  now  proposed  to  be  rjecommitted ;  that 
bill  xniglit  be  rejected  and  lost ;  but  the  law  of 
tbe  first  of  May  would  go  ioto  effect  immediately 
after  twelve  o^clpck  in  the  night  following  this 
day^.  The  bill,  to  recommit  which  the  motion  is 
made,  is  not  that  on  which  a  nonrintefcourse 
with  Great  Briuin  is  bottomed ;  it  is  an  auziliaify 
only,  bat  not  ah  essential  one,  to  the  law  of  the 
first  of  May;  and  contains  provisions  more  effee- 
tually  to  ei^force  it. 

Tbe  opinion  respecting  the  law  of  the  first  of 
May,  at  the  time  it  wa^  enacted,  is  the  same  as 
that  now  entertained  by  me.  It  is  not  a  law  of 
merej'oternal  police  for  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  containing  regulations  of  conduct  in  their 
commercial  proceedings.  It  is  a  law  offering  a 
frieodlj  proposition  of  contract  and  agreement, 
inTolvin^  the  destinies  of  nations.  By  that  law 
a  proppsiiion  of  friendly  agreement  was  offered 
ia  tbe  most  eoncilialory  mariner,  and  consistent 
wttb  file  mos(  rigid  neiitral  principles,  to  Great 
Britain  and  to  France.  The  language  ef  that 
law',  in  Wher  words,  is :  You,  Great  Britain^  and 
yoa,  France,  hare  irespectively,  by  your  com- 
mercial restrictions  and  edicts  injured  the  United 
States,  and  deprived  them  of  the  enjoyinent  of 
their  neutral  rights;  oneothe^  propoj^ition  is  made 
to  you.  ■  If  you,  France,  or  you,  Great  Pritain, 
will  repeal  your  respective  edicts,  so  that  they 
shall  cease  tQ  violate  the  neutral  rishts  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  inform  the  rre&ident  of 
the  United  States  that  you  have!  $o  done,  t^en  he 
shall  annouace  the  same  by  proclatnatioUi  and  if 
the  other  of  you  will  not.  within  three^  months 
after  the  date  of  tb^t  proclamation,  have  ao  re- 
Toked  your  edieta  as  that  they  shall  have  ceased 
inviolate  the  neutral  rights  of  tbe  United  States,' 
fiwii,  aad  in  thai  ease,  a  naa-iiitercou^se-shaU  be 
•Bforeed  between  the  United  ^States  and  which- 
ever of  yon  sbaR  refuse  to  repeal  yotnr  edicts. 

At  tbe  time  the  law  was  enacted,  it  was  not 
kaaWQ  that  France  and  Great  Britain,  or  either 
of  them,  would  agree  to  tbe  proposition  offered 
in  that  law;  that  law,  tber^ore,  was  im>artial. 
Copies  of  that  law  were  immediately  sent  to  the 
Ministers  ofthe  United  States  at  Paris  and  at 
London,  with  intent  that  the  copies,  with  the 
l^ast  possible  delay*  be  officially  presented  to 
each  Government,  that  )hey  mi^ht  act  on  the 
subject  as  they  might  judge  fit  and  proper.  Great 
Britain  had  the  power  ol  choice  and  election  as 
well  mi  Frantse*  wWher  .aha  would  prefer  a 
friendly  and  amicable  iotercourse^  or  a  aon-in- 
tercoorae  with  tl^e  United  States.     France  has 

Spreed  to  the  proposition  offered  by  the  United 
tates  in  the  law  of  the  first  of  Afay.  France 
has  preferi;ed  a  friendly  and  amicable  intercourse 
with  the  United  States,  and,  in  pursuance  there* 
o4  has  revoked  her  •  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so 
that  they  hay^  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral 
ligtkts  of  the  United  Sfates;  and  in  consequence 
the  President  of  the  United  States  bsued  his 
proclamation  accordingly.  No  information  is 
arrived,  declaring  (and  it  is  not  believed)  that 
Great  Britain  has  repealed  her  Orders  in  Council 
so  that  they  have  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral 


rights  of  the  U[nited.  States.    The  day  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  non-intercourse^is  at  hand>  Great 
Britain  has  itself  only  to  blame  for  the  state  of 
things  that  will  be,  that  is,  for  the  non intercourse 
and  the  events  consequent  thereto.    The  law  of 
the  first  of  May  is  now  absolute.    Flranee  has 
acted  on  it,  and  made  it  irrevocable.    That  la^ 
may  be  revoked  by  a  violation  of. good  faith  on 
th^  part  ofthe  United  States,  or  on  the  part  of 
France.    If  any  compact  can  be  of  greater  dig- 
nity than  a  trtety,  the  law  of  the  first  of  May, 
made  by  the  constjtuited  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  and  agreed  to  and  acted  on  by.  the  con- 
stituted authority  of  France,  forms  that  compact. 
That  compact  and  agreement,  dignified  in  its 
nature  and  superlatively  pre-enainent,  by  reason 
that  it  is  founded  on  a  law  consebted  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the-pongress  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  firm  and  kma^/fdfe  pledge  and 
gnarantee  of  amity  between  tbe  United  Statea 
^UBKi  France.    A^^  '^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  asked  to  adopt 
a  motion  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Rations  to  report  a- bill  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 
first  of .  May,  and  thereby  to  violate  a- compact 
solemnly  agreed  to  and  sanctioned  hy  the  United 
States  and  France?    Shall  the  Representative  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  be  Called  on  to 
do  an  act  which,  if  done,  would  effectually  de- 
stroy and  erase  every  principle  of  goocl  iaith, 
would  sink  this  nation  deep  m  infamy  and  dis* 
grace,  and  which,  in  all  human  probability,  would 
eventually  draw  after  it  a  war  with  France  and 
tver  allies?    If  the  proposition  to  amend  be  adapt- 
ed, and  the  law  of  the  first  of  Mity  be  repealed  ia 
consequence,  thereof,  is  there  one  nation  on  earth 
Who  thereafter  would  trust  the  United  States,  or 
confide  in  any  declaratioii  they:  would  make?    If 
Great  Britain  had  ajjfreecl  to  the  proposition  of- 
fered by  the  law  of  the  first  of  May,  and  if  France 
bad  refused  to  agree  to  it,  or  delayed  that  agree- 
ment; I  would,  said  Mr.  R«,  in  that  event,  have 
nrged  the  non-intercourse  against  France.  France 
has  agreed  to  that  proposition,  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  has  proclaimed  the  fact.  Great 
Britaiti  has  not,  as  far  as  is  known  here,  agreed 
to  that  proposition^  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
tbe  law  of  the  first  of  May  commands  the  non- 
intercourse  to  [MTogress^against  Great  Briuin  and  - 
her  dependencies^    Words  adequate  to  express 
my  ideai^  on  this  im|M>rtant  subject  are  denied  to 
-me.    It  only  remains' to  declare,  that  I  will  pro- 
aottuee  my  solemn  negative  a^inst  the  proposi- 
tion offered  to  amend  tbe  motion  for  recommit- 
ment. 

Mr.  GAKOBfiiBR  spoke  at  length  in  amplifica- 
tion and  explanation  of  his  forihei^  remarks. 

The  question  was^  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
oolph's  motion  to  instruct  the  committee  to, re- 
port a  bill  for  repealing  the  law  of  May  last,  and 
decided  In  the  negative— ye^s  45,  nays  67,  as 
follows: 

YiAs— Joseidi  ABen,  Abuah  Bigalaw;  Daniel  Blais- 
dell,  James  Breckenrid^  J6hn  Campbell,  John  C. 
Ch^nberlain,  William  Gbamberlin*  £paprodit6s  Oham- 
pion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Diivenport,  jr^  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Oardenier,  Chadef  Oolda- 
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borough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwfai  Qruf,  WtlRam  Rale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  itnbbard,  Bbeneter 
Hnntiiigton, .  Richard  Jackaon,  jr.,  Robert  Jaqkin*^ 
WlUiam  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewt8,-jr»,.  Robert  Xer  Roy 
Livingston,  Vincent  Matthewa> .  Archibalji  Mc9iyde, 
Jom^than  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,' 9«nJ8mm  Pick- 
man,  Jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John 
Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Stanley,  James  8te- 
pbenspn,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Jacob  Swdope,  Samuel 
Ta^rt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  VAn  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheat<Hlf  E^kiel 
Whitmab,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nais — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Davi4t  Ba^d',  Bur^well  Bas- 
sett,  WilKam  W.  Bibb,  Ad(^  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cftthonn, 
Langdon.  Obores,  Matthew  Clay;  James  Codiran, 
WilUam  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph  Desha,  John 
W,  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jbnathan  Fiak»  Meshack 
Franklin,  Baizillai  Gannett,  Gideon^  G^nsr,  David 
a  Garland,  Thomas  .Gboiaoa,  PelanMm  GoodwyM, 
JaoMs  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnsea, 
Walter  Jnnes,  Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  Xyle,  Nathaniel 
Maooii,  Samoel  McKee,  Aleatander  McKim*  William 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MiUen  John  ,MoBtgeiilery^ 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thpma's  Moore»  Jeremiah  M orrojur, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  If  ew* 
ton,  John  Porter, 'Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 

S^lvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
amuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebene* 
zer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  S<(uthard,  Rich* 
ard  Stanford,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Robert  Withenjpioon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Another  motion  was  then  6ia(Ie  by  Mir.  Ran- 
dolph, to  atnend  the  said  motion, for  recommit- 
roeot,  b^  adding  thereto  the  fotjowinfr:  '*with 
instrtictioii  io  prepare  and  bring  In  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
**Act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies."  —   ■ 

And  the  question  being  taken  .thereon,  it  was 
4?termiDed  in  the  pegative— >yeas  40,  nays  67;  as 
follows: 

yxAS-^Joeeph  Alfen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel ^hd#> 
d^ll,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Chamberhn,  fi paphr^dttqs  Champion,  Martm 
Chittenden,  John  Davehport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  BarentOardenler,  ChaHeaGoldsborongh,Thoa. 
R.  Gold,  William  Hala,  Nathaniel  A.  HayeivBbeBo- 
zer  Hunttngton»  Richard  Jaokaon,  jr.,  Robert  JeokiBe^ 
WiUiam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key^  Jesepii  Lewis,  Jr^ 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archilnild  McBryde,  Jobi^ 
than  O.  MosjBiey,  Benjamin  PIckman  jr*,  Timothy  Pit* 
kjn,  jr.,  Josiah  Qiiincy^  John  Randolph,  Richard  Staa- 
fordy  Johft  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Star- 
geb,  Jacob  Swoope,  Siunuel  Taggart,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Ezckiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr^  WilHam 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibbv  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  A.  BnrweU,  William  Bntler^  Joseph  Calheun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  WU- 
liam  Crawford,  John  Da\vson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
BppM,  Waiiam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Bmraittai  Qm- 


n^t,  Gideon  Gardner,  Dayid  6.  Garlknd,  Thsmte  Gkol- 
son-,  Peterson  Geodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnftj, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  ,Thomaa  Kenan,  Aaron  Lflt, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  MeKee^  Alexander  MeKk, 
WiUiam  iMcKinlev,  John  Montgomery,  ^iehslH  B. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moose,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  GnrdoaB. 
Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas,  Newton,  Mi 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of.  PcnosjhriBii, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Ssmoel 
Ringgold,  John  ^ane,  Erastus  Root,  Eheneur  Stgi, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Scfb^t, 
Samuel  ^haw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmiUe,  Geoi^ 
Smi^,  Samuel' Smithy  Henry  Southard,  John  Thomp- 
•on,  Uri  Traqy,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weiklej, 
Robert  WhitehUl,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Bobert 
Wright 

The  question  was  thea  talceaMm  the  recoiiiiuV 
ment  of  the  bill,  flpd  re^ohed  in  th€(  affirmatiTe- 
yeas  82,  aaya  9,  as  follows : 

YxAa^-Joeeph  Ailed,  LemnelJ.  Alston,  Jr.,  Willin 
Anderson,  £sekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard»  BnnNUBw- 
aett,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Browii,  WUIiam  A.  Bwd, 
WiUiam  9ntler^  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Ckj^kam 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  John  Daijrson^  im^ 
Desha,  John  W.  Sppes,  WiUiam'  Findley*  Jonilba 
Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Barent  Gardenier^  Gidcta 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Tbomas  Gholson,  CM* 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  A.  Hitco, 
James  HoUand,  Jacob  HufVy,  Rjohard  Jaekfon,  jr^ 
Robeit  Jenkiiis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Keau, 
WiUiam  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.»  Robeit  Le  Key 
Livingtos,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Ai^xuwr 
McKim,  WUUam  MoKinley,John  Mdntgoamr,  JjH^- 
olas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Xsremiah  Mpmw*^^ 
^n  8.  Mpmford,  Thomas  NewbbM^  ThomarN«irtm» 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  J^ohn  Poiteiv  Peter  B.PoitBniohi 
Randolpk,  John  Rea  of  PennsyUaiiia,  John  Bkia« 
TennBiiee,  Matthias  Richaids,  6$nK^  Ringgoiji''* 
H^oe,  Braatns  Roei,  Bbenexep  Safe,  ThoMsflai- 
mons,  John  A«  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  SaMOslfib^r 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmiUe,  Oeetge  8mtth».8tfW^ 
Smith,  Henry  Southan]«  Richard  Stanford,  JahaSna- 
ley,  James  Stephenaon,  Samuel  Taggart, Jolia  "^P* 
son,  qharles,Turner,>^  ArcbibaldVan  Honi.pmn 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  RobeH  Weakley,  Robert  Whitd4 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  WUsoo*  Robert  Widiex^ooOt 
pnd  Robert  Wright 

NiTs—Abyah  Bigelow.  James  Brcckeniidg«,Hi^ 
iip  Chittenden,  WUUam  Hale,  Ebeneser  Huntingtow 
PhUip  B.  Key,  Nathaniel  Macon,  ArchUmld  M^i]f^ 
and  Jacob  Swoope. 

MoiroAY,  fiWb^mnry  4. 

On  motloo  of'Mf.  Roof,  the  btB  from  the  to- 
ate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  BmIoc 
Potomac,^  together  with  iheameadnieourepcftw 
thereto,  by  the  select  committee,  on  Siiorwi 
last,  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wkwe 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  PpmixxTBH,  from  the  eomimttee  tppofnt- 
ed  the  thirtt-flrst  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  eMf 
We  ih^  people  of  tlie  Mississippi  Territory  to  iwm 
a  constitution  and  State  government;  and  for 
the  admission  of^uch  State  ihto  the  Union  ootn 
equal  footin|r  with  the  origtdal  States;  wbteb 
Was. read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Tharsdav  tiezt. 
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Mr.  NiiwfoiV  laid  befbre  c^c  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  ot  State  to  the  Gonf  mittee  of  Com- 
merce and  MaBQfafttQ.res,  eaolosiog  a  table  df 
cQStoms^  payable  in  Great  Britain,  upon  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  United  States,  taken  from  Meas- 
eali's  book  of  rates,  of  1803 ;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Comn^litee  of  the  whole 
House  oh  the  biH  to  secure  to  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  an  equal  advantage  ins,  erponinfi^  arti* 
cles,  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States, 
t9  foreiffn-  poru ;  and  for  other  purples.  - 

Mr.  Moaaaw,  from  the  coqimiUee  appointed 
o^  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  thirtreth  uUimo,  pres^ated  a  bill 
for  the  disposal  of  oertaiti  copies  of  a  eollection 
of  the  laws,  treaties,  and  other  doc umentsj  relative 
to  the  public  lands ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
coDimitted  to  a  Qommitteeof  the  W^ole*to*mo^- 
row. 

The  House  resolved  rtself  int6  a  Committee  uf 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  election 
of  sherifife  in  the  Indiilna  Territory;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  ther^ini'.th^  bill  was'r^^ied  wkh. 
antendments ;  which  were  read|  and  (incurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered. to  6e  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  on  Prrday  next^. 

Mr*  Eppfig,  from  the  Committer  oii  Foreign 
Relations,  reptHrted  the  following  bill : 
A-  BiH  soppletnentai^  to  the  act,  entitled  **Aii  act  con- 

cemiog  Uie  cotAmerdatintercoarse  betweei^  the  Uni> 

a»d  Slates  and  Great  BHtwn  and  France,  andtiieir 

depe^enoies,' and  for  othei  parpo«ee»'' 

Be  a  mmded,  Sft*\  That  ne  VMset,  <ywned  wMIy>b)r. 
a  citiaen  or  dtizMM  of  the  United  States;  Which  shsU 
iMve  departed  ftoiB  a  BritMh  part)  prior  lo'thb  8d  day 
of  Fafataary,  1811,  and  no  awrchaodise  o#bed  wlK»Hy 
by  a  citSita  or  dtiieii's  of  the  United  jBMe«»  impoited 
iji  MichvetsSl^  sfaiidl  be  UsbU'to  seisafe  or  jfoiieilare  dn. 
ae«x>iftot  of'  any  infiractioa  or  presumed  infracti^  of 
the  prorinon  oif  the  aet  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. 

Tbe  bill  wta  twice  read^  and  referred  to  a  Con- 
ittittee  of  the  NVhole.   . 

AMENDMENT  T0  THE  CONSTITUTION- 

Tbe  Hotise  resolvof  itself  lotb  a  Committee  ;0t 
the  Whole  oa  the  state>  of  the.  Union,  on -^ the 
ameadnftfot  to  the  Coostittttioa,  proposed  by  Mr. 
BlacOK. 

Thd  first  i|»estioa  was  of  ao^epclag  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Waigbt  to  Wit,  ^iMNcy^ 
•manoiftent,  (requiring  each  member  to  exhibit  a 
Hat  of  Ills  oonnaxtoaa  exohided  from  o$:te  by  Mr. 
QoaicrT^  pioposition  0  which  waa  4^M  in 
tia  negative— ayes  jM,  aocs  69. 

The  second  ^uestioti  was  on  tbe  adoptioa  of 
Mr.  QxnifOT's  amendment  (going  to  exclude  blood 
eoDoexions  from  office  )j  negatived — ayes  25. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  reso* 
IvtioQ^afid  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes 
ea,  noes  ai. 

The  Co^mmittee  then  rose  and  reported  the  re- 
9olutioa  without  amendment 

Mr.  RhbA)  of  Teanessee,  moved  an  indefinite 
poaipoaement  of  the  subject^  which  was  decided 
IB  the  nefative— yiMn'32)  naya  80,as/bllow8 : 
llchCoN.  ddSEss.— 29 


YsAs—Wakir  AYs^,  jr.,  William  Ahdersori,  David 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd»  WUlism  Chamberlin,  Matthew 
Cby,  Richard*  Gutts,  Jctnathan,  Fisk,  BanflbU  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  6.  GatlanX  Daniel,  Heister, 
Wiilialm  Helms',  James  Holland,  John  Love,  Alexaa* 
der  MeKim«  8aa^.  L.  MitohiU,'Nidiobis  %  Moore,  John 
Nieholson,/'Peter  ]I..Port^,  John- Rhea  of' Tennessee, 
Thdmas  Sammons,  liomnel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Ebeneiser  Searei:,  Johii  Smith,  lienry  Soothard,  Uri 
^racy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  and' 
t«charaWinn. 

.  Nats-^JomvAi  Allen,  E^tekiel  Baeon,  BarweU  Baa- 
sett,  Wiiliam  W^  Bib<h  Aiajah  BIgelow,  Dmiel  Biais- 
dett,  Jfames  Breckenridge,  Rohert  Brown,  Witlkm  A). 
Bnrwetl,  William'  Bqtler,  Joseph  Calhovn,  John  0« 
ChamWlain,,Langdon  Cbeves,  JIartki  'd^lttenden» 
James  Cochran,  WiiltamCrawibrd,J4bn  Davenport,  jr.,* 
Joseph,  Desha,  Jam^  Emot%  John  W.  Sppea,  Wyilam' 
PindBey,  Meshack  JFVahUin,  Rsirent  Gsondenier,  The- 
mis Gheisodr  Peterson  Goddw^n,  ThosMS  R.  Qold, 
SSdwili  Gray,  William  Hale^  Nathaniel  A.  HaVen,  Jott>* 
athan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hnfty,  E^Mitteter  Hantin^ 
ton,  Richard  Jackson, jr.,  Richard  M.Joiinson, Thomas, 
Kenan,  William '  Kennedy,' Joseph  iiewis,  jr.,  Robert^ 
Le  Roy  liiviDgst^n,  Aaron  Xyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald^fcBryde,  89m.  McKee^ 
WiUiam  MjpKinlcy;  pleasant  M.  Miller,  WUliara  M;!- 
nor,  John  Mohtgobery,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Jonathan 
O.  Moseiey,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Jo^ 
eeph  Pearson,  Ben/n  Piekman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.^ 
B&iha '  R^  P6tter,  Josiah  i^uincy,  John  Rea  of  Penn<» 
sylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnel  Khggold^^  John' 
Roane,  Bbene^r  Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt 
John  SnbiHe,  Qeorge  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard' 
Stahlbrd^  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Jacob 'Swoope,  John  Thompson,  Greorge  M.  * 
Troop.  Nichglas  Van  Dyke,  Ardiibald  Van  HorUr 
Lab'an  Wbeaton,  Robert  WhitehillrBzekiel  Whitnunii 
James  Wilson,  Robert  Witherspooto,  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  HuB9AR0  then  moved  10  amend  the  reso«' 
lution,  so  as  to  read  as  fotlows : 

*<  No  Senator  or  Repiasentative,  Who  may  have  been 
snch  at  the  tiaie  9f  tk»  election  of  any  President,  or 
daring  the  iernL^i^r  whieh  he  shall 'have  been  elected, 
shall  be  ap|VHnted  to  any  oMee,  place,  or  emplofmeat^ 
under  the  authority  of  the  Un^  States,  Until  the  ezf 
piration  of  the  Presidential  ten^  in  which  li'uoh  person 
shall  have  beien  a  Senator  or  Representative  albresaid.'' 

Tbe  question  on  the^idoptioB  of  Mr.  Ho«BAfiD'a 
aioandt^ent  #as  d^ided  in  the  negative — yeas  46^ 
nays  67,  as  follows  i    •       '  .         ^     . 

YsAs-rJIosepti  4llen,  David  Baid,  Ab^ah  Bigefew> 
Daniel  BlaisdeU,  James  breckenridge,  William  A.  Bui^ 
well)  William  Chambetiin,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mai> 
thew  Ciayf  Richard  Catts,  John  Dayenjport,  jr.,  Wil« 
liara  Ely,  Baniliai  Gannett,  Barent  Garde^ier,  Gideon  ' 
GaEdaer,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  WiiUam. 
Hale,  Nathaaiel  A.  HaVen,  Daniel  Heister,  William 
Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeneaer  Huntington, 
Richatd  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knick^ 
erbacker,Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Ro^  LiVingstoay 
John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Meseley,  Gurdbn  S.  Mumibrd,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
E;ii8lia  Rr  Potter,  Josiah.  Quincy^  John  Rhea  of  Ten^ 
neesee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Nieho»laeyan  Dyke,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 
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liam  Anderson,  Ezekiel- Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam, W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Bailer,  Josepb  Calhoun,  Langdpn  CbeTea,  Jav.  Coch- 
ran, Orchard  Coo(,  William '^rawibrd,  Joseph  Desha, 
James  Emott,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findrey,  4on^ 
athan  FisK,  Me^hack  FrahkUn,  Thomas  Gholson,  Pe- 
terson C^dwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Ja^iM  Hollind,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyie,  I^athaniel  Macon,  Ardiibald  McBryde, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  MfKinley,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller^  William  Milnor,  Semael  L.  Mitchill,' John 
M<>ntgomery,  Jeremiah  Monro w»  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter.  B/Porter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsy|Tsnia,  Matthias  Richardsi  John 
Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebeneser  Sa^^e,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
yer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefil^y,  I)enni$-8qieU,  John 
Smilie,  Geo,  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith*  Qenry 
Southard,  Rich'd  Sunfbrd,  John  Staliley,  Jacob  Swoope, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tumerj  jn,  Archibald  v  ad 
Bom,  KiUian  K.  Van  'Rensselaer,  fiolMen  Weakley, 
Eiekiel  Whitman,  Richard  Wini,  Robert  WitherspoMi,' 
apd  Robert  Wright.    %  ' . 

!  The  mifin  question  wa^  then  taken,,  to  concar 
with  the  Comiriiileeof.tbe  Whole  in  their  agrete- 
ment  to  the  resolution,  when  there  appeared-^ 
.yeas  71,  nays  40ya8iolfow8:    - 

Txi^s^LemuelJ.  Alston,  BurweU  Basseit,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniet  BlaisdeK,  James^ 
Breckinridge,  William  A.  Buni^elJ,  Wilfiam  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhomiy  John  C» Chamberlain,  WilliamCham- 
bedin,^ .  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  bhe^es, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  ^echraO)  William  Craw- 
A>rd,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  EmoH,  John 
W.  Eppes^  Meshack  FrankliA,.Thos.  Gholson,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goedwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
tidwin  Gray,  William  Kale;  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jon- 
athan H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hutly«  Ebenezer  Hunting- 
ton* Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Thomas'  Kenan,  William 
Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Aaron  Lyle,*  Nathaniel  M aeon ^  Vincent  Matthews,  Ar- 
chibald lIlcBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  William  McKfnIey, 
William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newboldt  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Tim'y  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Pptter,  JofriahQaincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvaliia,  Saipuel  .Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,'  Ad^m  Scybert,  Daniel  Sfaefiey, 
Dennis  'Smelt,  John  SmiHe,  Creorge  Smith,  Samuel 
,  Smith,  Richard  Stanford.  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  George  M.  Troup,  NiOholas' Van  Dyke,  Ardiibald 
Van  Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  Roberjt  WhkehUI,  £«e* 
kiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats-^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew  Clay,  Richard  Cutts, 
William  Findley,  Jonathati  Pisk,  Uarzillai  Gannett, 
Barent  Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  Alexander  McKim>  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Ourdon  S.  "Mumibrd,  John  Nich- 
olson, Peter  B.  Porter',  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat* 
thias  Richards,  Erastus  Root,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
A.Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seavdr,  Samuel,  Shaw,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thomp- 
son,'Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tum6r,jr.,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  James  Wilson,  Richard 
Winn,  fcnd  Robert  Wright. 

A  djscusaion  here  arose  on  (he  t^atsstioD,  whe- 
ther the  majority  of  two-thirds,  mentioned  in  the 
CofistitutiM;  was  necessary  on  aU  intecmediate 


qoestiops,  or  ouly  on  the  final  vote  to  pass  tke 
engrossed  resolution. 

Me»sr.<<.  Wbiobt,  Boyd,  anil  Rhea,  of  Teojin- 
see,  were  6(  opidion  chat  two-thirds  were  oecci- 
sary  in  any  stage  of  its  progress;  apd  Messrs. 
M!ACON,  T«oup,  Sbeffet,  W^  Alston,  Mitch- 
iLL,and  CBEV£fi,mi^injLaioed  the cootrarj position. 

Tlie  House  adjourned,  without  commg  to  i 
decision  op  this  point. 


'  '     TDESDA^y,  February  5. 

Another  member^  to  wit:  froth  PeDDSylruis, 
J^B^  Ro80,.appear9d,,aDd  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  {letitioa  of  sondrf 
manufacturers  of  .coarse  linen  cloths,  ia  tbechf 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  duties  oq 
the  importatioi)  intotbe  ITnited  States  of  foreiga 
manufactured  linen.— Referred  to  tbe.Committee 
of  Commerce  >and^Maniifacture8. 
'  Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  appoinled,  oi 
the  thirtieth  ultimo,  on  the  bill  from  tbeSeosr& 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  UV 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to tke 
bif],  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  wtsot- 
d^red  to  be  read  the  third  timeio-day. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Coimnitteeof  CUiQs,(o 
whom  was  committed  tl^e  bill  from  the  Seotte, 
entitled  ",  Aa  net  making  coiB^eosation  to  Job 
Eugene  Lei izendorfer,  for  services  rendered  t^ 
United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,'' reported 
the  same,  with  an  amtiKiiBdnt;  wlrich  nm^ 
and;  together  with  xhe  bill,  oommixted  tat  Gsn- 
mrttee  of  the  Wh6le  to  day.   ^ 

'On  motion. of  Mr.  Joqusoii,  theseteeteoBMitlr 
tee  were  discharged  from  the  further  ooa»Wt*»- 
tlon  t>f  the  bills  to  incorporate  the  Famen^Btti 
of  Alexandria,  and  to  incorporate  the  0afoBB«ji 
of  Georgetown ;  and  they  were  Committed  to  tfce 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  •toineo^ 
poi-ate  the  Bank  of  Potomac** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy.  the  Commitweof 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  ccrtwidert- 
tioQ  of  the  bill  authoriztng  the  sale  and  grtOt/M 
a  certain  quahtlty  of  publrc  land  to  tne  p^op^^ 
toes  of  the  Middlesex  Caoa^,  and  ><  ^^  ^ 
:mitt^  to  the  Committee  of  the  WboJeoatkenU 
from  the  Sena te^  entitled  ^^-An  aSct  proTidiif^ 
the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain-quantity  of  pobw 
land  to  the  Chesapeake  Md  Oeltwm  <^^ 
Coihpanj.'.*  •   ,  . 

The  House  resolved  iiadf  into  a  Conwii«ttt« 
the  Whole  on  the  blU  for  the  relief  of  Riebiii 
Terrin,  WilUa*  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Si«- 
uel  Mims,  loaeph  Witson^and  the  Ba|Hist-Obj|W 
at  SttleiQ  Meeting^ooae,  ih  the  Mississippi  T^ 
ritory.  The  bUl  waa  reported  ^ihoot  ainrtj* 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and  read  tie 
third  time  to-morrow.   •     ;  - 

The- Hooae  reaolr^d  itself  into  a  Commits '5 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  t|ie  Scaate,  estitled 
'•Ail  act  making  compensation  to  Jolm  »f«5"J 
Leitiendorfer,  for  serrices  rendered  totheUaitea 
States  in  the  #ar  with  'Tripoli,"  and  the  aoeid- 
ment  reported .  thereto  by  the  Commiitaea 
Claims.    The  bUi  and  apmdoient  was  •f*^ 
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to,  and  conoa.rred  io  ^y  the  House,  and  orde;r^ 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  HoQse  resoLred  itself  iato  a  Cotup^ittee  of 
the  Whole  oo  the  bill  providiDg  for  the  9ale  of  a 
•tratt  of  hind  lying  in  tne  State  of  Tennessee, and 
a  tract  in  the  Indiai^a  Territory. .'.  The  bill  was 
repotted  withoot  amend n»ent,  and  ordered  Id  be 
engtossed,  and  read  the  third  time  tO'morrow. 

^  BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRIOT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Cheves^  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  were  committed  the  sex^eral  bills  from  the 
Senate  to  incorporate  the  Bank  Of  Washington, 
to  incorporate  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
and  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  George-, 
town,  made  a  further  report,  !b  part,  of  the  aisree- 
mem  of  the  committee  to  th6  fir&t  mentioned  bin, 
with  amendments  j'which  were  read^and,  together 
with  the  bill,  committful  (o  the  Committee  of  the 
Whpla  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  >^  to  incocpoi- 
nte  the  Bank  of  Potooiac."       .    > 

The  repoh  is  as  follows : . 

The  committee,  t&  whom  was  referred  tniidiy  bflls 
to  incerpoiate  jondiy  banks  iil  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; having  ahreadj  reported  in  part,  beg  leave  fbrther 
to  report:  "    "    -^ 

That,  4n'thev  opinion,  the  bills  refih'red  W  them 
would  authorize  the  establithment  ef  »  banldn|r  capi- 
tftt,  which,  with  ^  banks  already  incorporated,  would 
exceed  what  is  required  by  the  praeent  state  of  the 
Obrnmeree,  tke  popidalionK  the  real  eapftal,  and  the 
other  reasonable  exigencies  of  the  Diitrict. 

it  lb  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  oommittde^  pitetfca- 
>le,  by  the  ipere  iitslitation  of  bsnkinr  establishments, 
to  idd  to  the  wealti^of  Hie  cemmunity,  or  t»  the  utiHty, ' 
though  it  may  increase  the  ttoantity  of  the  dreuiatin'g 
ssedinm.  >  On  the  ^Atrary,  they  believe  that  a  super- 
alNindanee  of  paper  cieolation  may,  hy  destrbyiog  its 
cvedHavd  value,  dei<t|t  its  own  end,  white  it  vHH  teod 
gieadj,  and  alosost  efitiiely,  to  remove  the  eiiovlfttlfig 
^ecie  of  the  oountrj.  A  paper  circulaCioBi'  wiihin 
reasonable  limits,  is  probably  a  great  benefit;  but,  if 
wnrestraiaed,  or,  what  is  worse,  encouraged  to  tran* 
•cend  those  lin^ts,  it  will  toorijirobabty  become  a  great 
eri!;  a^  this  evil  it  ia  die  duty  Of  legislatilve  bodies, 
mi  least  not  to  invite ;  for  it  will  ik>t  be  coiiilned  to 
thefe  who,  as  the.projeetoini  of  these  instltu^nsy  are 
wHUng'to  adventure  their  jiroperfy  therein,  but  will  be 
Tisited  on  those  unsuspectmg  and  unwary  members  of 
oodety  who,  with  propriety,  on  sndi  a  fubject,  i^y  on 
a  legislative  guardunship. 

The  aUegatioju/;that  there  is  abundance  of  camtal, 
and  that  there  is  a  want  of  capital,  both  of  which  have 
been  alleged  in  fovor  of  these  institutions,  equally 
prove,  that  they  should  be  limited.  If  there  be  a 
want  of  real  capital,  there  is  no  basis  for  an.eXdess  of 
this  artificial  capita^^  tbey  are  relative,  pnd  ought  to 
be  proportional  to  each  other.  The  committee,  pur« 
aning  and  ^adopting  these  principles,  hut  with  some 
latitude,  as  they  suppoee,  in  fwor  t>f  the  appMcante, 
have  ainpady  reported  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bahk 
of  Potomac,  and  now  beg  leave  ia  report,  with  sundry 
amendments,  the  biU  to  incorporate  the  Bknk  of  Wa^« 
ingten.  The  first  the/  selected,  because  ft  had  been 
aoine  years  in  successful  operation,  and  was,  in  other 
vespeets,  nnexceptionaUe ;  and  the  last  because  there 
la  DO  other  like  institution  in  the  City  of  Washington.  ' 
If  Iheaa  ahall  be  incorporated,  there  will  l>e  in     ' 


r     The  town  of  Alextmdria* 
The  Bank  of  Alexamdria,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000. 
.    The  Bank  of  Potomac,  with  a  capital  of  $600,000. 
In  Georgetown^ 
The  Bank  of  Cohimbia,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000. 

In  Washington, 
The  Bankof  Washington,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000. 
Forming  a  hanking  capital  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, of  $2,600^000,  which   the'  committee  think 
abundantly  sufficient,  and  as  mtich  as  it  will»  at  prea- 
ent,  be  prudent  or  safe  to  authorize. 

BNCOURAGBMBWT  TO  MANUPACTURER8. 

Mr^  N^wtoif,'  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce ^hd  Man^fhctures,^  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the.  President's  Message  at  the  coooh- 
menccment  of  the  session  which  relates  to  the 
^eo«rrfgem,<0nt  of  American  raadafactares  and 
navigation,  binde  a  re)>ort ;  whfc4i  was  rekd,  and 
reftrred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  repoirt  is  as  follows ' 

The  Gotdmittee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfiustures,  al- 
ways disposed  to  encourage  a;id  extend  the  industry^ 
agriculture,  and  manufactures,  of  the  United  States, 
■heii  leave  tq  suggest  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
subjecting  the  articles  specified  in  the  subjoined  reso- 
lution, to  additional  duties.  They  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
a  report  on  this  subject,  made  the  31st  of  June,  1809, 
and  soHcit  that  it  may  be  taken  as  part  of  this. 

'  iUsolvedt  That  additional  duties  ought  to  be  laid  on 
the  following  articles  imported  into  the  United  States, 
to  wit  J 

On  ready-made  clothing  and  ^lltineiy,  -^-7—  ad  va- 
Iprem  5    •    • '  ^  , 

.    On  cotton  manufactures  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  —  ad  valorem ; 

On  lead  shot,—. 

Jteso/sed,  That  aiac,  alias'  spelter,  be  hereafter  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty^ 

".Report  of  the  t?ommittee  of  Commerce  and  Mann- 
^  lectures,  to  whom  was  referred  eo  ipOch  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President -of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  ,the  revision  of  our  commercial  laws,  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  protecting  and  ibstering  the  manu&cturea 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  the  petitions  and  me- 
morials of  sundry  ipanufacturers  of  hats,  of  cotton 
goods,  of  hemp '  into  Unen,  of  shot,  of  woollen 
cloths,  and  of  salt»  tnade  to  the  House  oi  Repre- 
sentatiyes,  June  21,  1809. 

The  committee  ace  fully  impressed  with  a  con^ction 
of  the  itnportanoe,  difficulty^  and  delicaqr*  of  the  subject 
submitted.  It  is  a  mine  which  even  the  industry  and 
laborious  researches  of  philosepbers  cannot  exhaust. 
The  commijttee  are  apprized,'  that  on  this  subject  men 
of  great  science  ai&d  experience  have  supported,  and  do 
stiU  support,  diversity  of  opinions.  With  suchimpreS* 
slons,  tney  cannot  approach  it  without  circumapection* 
On  a  review  of  ther  reports  made  on  the  policy  of  fos- 
tering and  protecting  our  manufactures,  the  committee 
find  that  the  plan  therein  recommended  and  pursued 
has  received  the  support  of  Congress ;  and  likewise  the 
countenance  of  the  nation,  if  silence  on,  and  long  ac- 
quiescence in  that  plan,  can  kuthorize  thj^m  to  infer  it. 
In  giving  to  our  manufactures  the  support  necessary 
to  yrithsUnd  foreign  competition,  skill,  and  capital,  the 
committee  have  on  all  occasions  f&^^^l{^H>A^oid 
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the  daog^er  of  fastciiiBg  on  Hbt  coii6iDtiitity  oppresniTe 
monopolies.  For  amaatiestAion  of  fheeoUcitode  which 
they  have  at  tU  tines  'felt*  an4  the  oautieir  whidi  has 
Wways  presided  over  their  -deliheradqns  on,  this  inter^ 
eating  subject  the  j  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  following 
reports,  which  they  soUeit  may  be  taken  as  part^  of  the 
present: 

Report  on  the  memorial  and  petitions  of  sundry 
mannftcfmrers  of  gunpowder,  dtc;  10th  Febraary; 
180S.     Iftt  vol.  of  Reports,  page  217.  ' 

Report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  manufacturers  of 
cordage,  ^^ ;  18th  PebrUaor,  1802,  Ibid,  p^ge  219. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  suQdiy  oiamxiaetiilrers  of 
paper,  dec  t  8^  March,  1602,  page  226. 

Report  on  tho  petttion>  and  memOrifle^  of  sundry 
oalkopnliten  and  dyerp,  dbe.;  24t)i  Januaiy,  1$04^ 
pate894.  .  ,        ;   .   /      .     . 

Report  OB  the  petition  of  t^  jpreudent  and  diiedoM 
of  the  New  York  DutehcMp  County  Slate  GoUpa^oa^^ 
16th  of  November,  1804,  p^  4M. 

Report,  on  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Typographical  Society ;  22d  JadUKiy,  180$, 
page  263.  . 

Report  on  the  petitibna  and  memorials  of  Paul  and 
Joseph  W.  ReTere,  and  sundry  coppersmiths :  ^Ist  Jan- 
uary, 1808,  2d  vol.  page  12^ 

The  Uka  spirit  Vihidt  dietated  tho^  reports  m^in-* 
tains*  without  any  diminutien,  Um  influencO  over  ^, 
committee,  and  sepresses  every  disposition  todef»art 
from  restraints,  the  observance  of  which  becomesindia* 
pensable,  if  the  public  good  be  (he  sole  object  in  view. 

The  shortnefF  of  the  pnfiient  aeasiony  and  the  want 
of  materials,  preeli^de  the  committee  from  giving  this 
nJoitci  a  full  inveirtigation.  Though  the  committee 
have  to  regret  that  they  are  prevented  from  .going  into 
a  minute  discussion  6f  thp  advantago  th^tii^ouid  result 
from  a  judicious  encouragement  of  manufacturety  yet 
th^  cannot  refrain  from  eipieasing  an  ^nion  that^ 
admtional  dutiea  at  this  time  bay  he  laid  with  advan- 
tage on  the  importation  of  certain  articles..  It  must  be 
obvious  to  ev,ery  person,  on  the  slight^t  attention,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  posseas  sufficient  in- 
genuiiv  and  skill  to  make  up  all  the  articleaof  wearing 
apparel  and  millinery  that  may  be  wanting  for  use.  It 
is  no  less  clear  that  shot,  over  and  above  our  own  con- 
sumption, can  be  supplied,  and  that  other  manufactures 
in  which  lead  is  the  articlb  of  chief  value,  haVe  pro- 
gressed so  rapidiv  as  to  deserve  the  fostering  care  of 
Government.  The  importation  of  cotton  manufactures 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  interferes  not  only  with 
our  own  cotton  manufactures,  but  also  comes  into  com- 
petition with  fabrics  imported  fh>m  Europe,  "made  of 
the  cotton  of  the  Untied  States.  Ifanufactories  are  in 
operation  for  aupplying,  and  preparations  are  in  gteat 
ferwaidness  for  increasing  the  supply  of  coarse  cotton 
manu&etures.  If  som4  fncouragement  be  given  to 
eatabliahments  of  thit  descriptipn,  the  probability  is, 
that  a  quantity  of  these  manu&ctures,  equal  to  ^e  de- 
mand, may  be  supplied.  Bedticking,  of  a  quality  su- 
perior to  that  which  iji  Import^,  can  bo  ha^  in  abund- 


The  use  of  salt  as  a  hecessary  of  life  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with.  To  keep  in  the  maritet  a  quantity  com- 
mensurate to  the  consumption  of  Ihe  pation  is  cer- 
tainly^an  object  of  moment  In  a  tmie  of  peace  im- 
portations of  this  article  are  abundant,  and  the  price 
low ;  but  should  the  United  States  at  any  Uine  be 
forced  into  war  by,  a  incurrence  of  inauspicious  events 
<— and  they  have  no  power  to  prevent  it-^-die  scarcity 


consequent  on  such  a  state  of  things  would  greatly  ib- 
crease  the  price  of  this  artide,  and  the  preasure-woaM 
of  course  be  sensibfy  and  severely  felt  by  that  portion 
-bf  the  community  least  capable  of  beariiig  it.  Tho 
scarcity  ai»i  high  prioe  of  sak  during  Um  Affloriean 
war,  {nodtteed  not  little  distress.  -The  apprehenaia» 
f alely  ^ntortainod,  that  a  defieienqr  in  the  necojsaiy 
supply  of  this  artide  would  be  the  oonaequenee  of  aa 
interdiction  of  commey^ce  With  the  beUigerent  nations 
of  Snro^  and  their  dependencies,  gave  rise  to  sosaia 
objections,  not  easily  removed,  agahut  the  adoption  ef 
that  measure.  To-prevent  effectually  a  vrant  of  ask, 
on  the  occurrenoe  of  any  event,  is  certainly  an  obieoi  ' 
deserving  the  aeriotia  attention  of  Congreaa.  Ass«« 
ranees  are  made  with  confidence  that  a  suppHr  o£  this 
article  can  be  furnished  by  our  own  manu&eier>e% 
equal  to  the  demand,  if  Encouragement  be  given  by  a 
moderate  duty  on^  imported  salt..  A  nation  ereds  a 
solid  basitf.fcf  the  sumxirt  and  maintenance  of  ituinde* 
pehdence  and  prosperity,  whose  policy  is  to  draw  from 
tta  native  soirees  'all  articles  of  &e  first  noceasity.  As 
the  encouragement  sought  oaA  he  ^en,  it  is  taspoa^ 
fully  submitted  to  the  conaideration  of  theHovae,who^ 
they  the  manufimiture  of  salt  ia  not»in  a  natyaal  pstee 
of  vlev^,  an  object  of  pnpary  impoitanccw  and  higUj 
deservinli  its  patronage.  .       ,  . 

The  comqaitteor  wiu  great  deferendB«  submit  tha 
fi>llowing  reaolutiona ; 

*  Buqhed,  That  additional  dutiea  ought  to.  be  iaal 
on  tho  fonofriag  articlea  imported  into  iho  Uaktmi 
Bta«ea,yia: 

dtti  read^-made  clothiag  vnA  huiiineiy> Awo  and  oao-^ 
half  per  cent  ad  valoraaik 

On  ootlon-  mattuftlctoi^  from  beyond  the  Capo  of 
Qood  Hope,  mi  bedticking  and  on  ootdwofa,  and  tom^. 
tiaoa,-tw>o  rad  one*haif-  par  osblum  ad^vniovam— -aai4 
an  ahot  and  other  manuiactufas  iii^hick  load  i^  tka 
article  of  chief  valho,  one-half  cent  per  pound. 

jRsfolMtf,  That  a^utyof  eightcentapevhoahoiosi 
iinffrtjd  salt«  would  give  enoouragem^nt  to  tha  mum^ 
flMl«ro<of^thatartkU  in  the  Unitfd  Statefc** 

AMUNDMEiiT  TO  THE  CONSTrnmOK. 

"The  Houad  resumed  the  coosideimtioD  of  ibe 
unfioiahed.  biMfilesa  of  yeaierday** 
:;  Ttio  SpBicsv  haTing  decided'  thut  a  Tote  at 
two-tbirds  was  J^eq^ifea  |o  psaa  the  resolotloo  t» 
a  third  reading,  aa  well  as  on  iu  final  paadi^i^ 

Mr.  Rakoolpb  Appealed  fVbm  the  deeiakm  of 
the  Speaker. 

Maeh  deaakorf  discdssion^  took  place  on  this 
appeal.^  On  the  one  hand  it  was  «ajd  that  a  f^ne^ 
tion  CD  eogrossmeDt could  DQt  determioe  the  seoae 
oT  the  House  on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolv* 
tjoDi  and  that,  as  an  agreement  bf  a  majority  of 
two-thirds  to  have  the  resoliitioD  ei^rossed  itroold 
not  have  rendered  another  vote  by  two-lhirds  an- 
necessary,  rea.^Qn  aud  analogy  would  dispense 
with  anyUiing  mqr^  than  a  h«re  majority  on  the 
-qtteation,  of  engroaament.  .  On  the  other  hand  it 
wis  cof^ended,  ^bat  aa.  by  the  Constitution,  the 
roajortty  on  a  ouestion  to  amend  was  changed  to 
a  vote  of  two-ihirds^;  and  as  a  vote  of  a  bare  msh- 
jority,  in  ordinary  ca'sea,  against  a  bill's  going  to 
9  third  readinflf  wopld  deatrojT  the  hiil,  ao  \h  th» 
case  a  votf  or  ^  majority  (as  prescribed  and  tie- 
fined  by  thft  Constitution  for  this  particular  case) 
would  have  the  same  effect,  and,  eonaeqiieotiy, 

^igitizeaby"         '  ' 
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iluit  a  vote  of  two-thirds  against  the  resolation'^ 
goiDg  to  a  third  reauiaj^  would  totally  destroy:  it. 
l^he  Speaker's  deqisiOQ  was  confirqaed  by  the 
Boute — yeas  61,  nays  59,  as  follows: 

Tbas«- Joseph  Alien,  Willis  Alston,  jiui^>  Adam 
Bord,  Robert  Brewn,  William  BntlMr,  William  Cham- 
.^ertin^Mmt^sw  Olaj,  Bicbard  Cutis,  John  IQavenport, 
JOB.,  John  Dawson,^  Johii  W.  Bppes,  William' Fiadley, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Mashaqk  Franklin,  Bamtlai  Qannett, 
'Jterant-Gardeniert.tiideisn  Gardner,  David  9.  Garland, 
diaries  GoldsborDagb,  P^erson  Gbodwyn, .  Daijiel 
Hdiiter,  WiHiam  Helms,  Jarate-  Holland,  Riehaid  Jack- 
•on,  Jan.,  Robert  ;Y^kms,  Ricbai^  M.  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Kednedy,  Herman  I^ntoiBertNicker,  Bobert'  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Jol^n  LoTe,  Vincent  Mattbewa,  Alex« 
nander  MeKim,.  WilKam  McKinley,  William.Mibior, 
.John  Moot^omevT,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mer- 
.*ew,  John.  Fortef;  Peter  B.»POTter,  Blisb%.R.  Potter, 
Jeiui  Rhea  of  Tenneeaee,  .Matthias  Richafds^  iokn 
Roane;  Erastna  Root,, BUneaer  Safe,  TheaiasQam^ 
saons,  LemneJ  Sawyer,  John'  .A»  6ottdder,  Bbeneaer 
8eavef ,  Adam  8ey  beit,  John  fimlBo^jJofcn  Sn^ilh,  Henry 
8e«thkdv  Jo|in  Tho^tpeon,  Url  Tiraejr,  Ghade^  Tnr- 
noTi  jmn.,  Robert  WeaUey,  iaacies  WUeon,  Ricfaiid 
Wino,  Robert  Witherapoon,  and  Rol^rt  lil^ right. 

IfAva— Leoi^el  1.  AJsion,  William  T.  Barry',  Bnr^ 
weU  Bassett,  William  ^W.  Bibb,  Bafiiel  BfaMe^i; 
iames  BrcckeDridge>  William  A.  B«rwell^  ■  Joaeph 
CaQiQun,  iohnCami4>eU,  Jijhn  C.  Chamberlain,  Lang^ 
don  Cheves,  Msrtih  Chiltend^»  Jimee  Cochran,  Wil- 
Kam Oraw^d,  Joseph  Deaha,  WiUi'am  Bly,  James 
-  Kmott,  Thomas  Gholion,  thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale^  Nathaniel  A,  Haveh,  Jonathan 
H.'  Hnbbard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Ebeneser  Hunlingtonj 
Walter  lones,  l^hJdip.  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis, -inn,, 
AMon  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  AieUbald*  M4iBryde, 
Pleasant  M.  MiUtsr,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,;enathan^. 
Heaeley,  Thomas  Newton,  Joisph  PeaMOB,.Bei^||aun 
Pidtman,  jun,  Thkiothy  Pitkin,  jom,  Joeiah  Qainey, 
iohii  Bandol]^  John  Rea  of  PennsyWai^  Samuel 
Ring gpid,  John  Rdes,*  Daniel  Sheiey,  Qennis  Smelt, 
Geecfo  Smith,  Suaiiiel  Smith,  Richard  6tanlbrd,Jamea 
StefJienion,  Lewis  BL  Stnrges,  Jaopb  Swoope,  Samuel 
Tagmr^  George  M.  Troi^  Nicholas  Van  Dyke.  Arch-. 
ibaldVan  Hem,  Killian  K.  Yen  Rensselaer,  -  Laban 
Wheaton,  Robert  Whitebill,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

And  so  the  said  propositioD  of  aifoendment  to 
iheCoQftttDiioQof  the Ujilted  States  wasrej^ted. 
The  bill  from  the  Seaate.  eBtiiled'"Aa  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  MillV'  was  read  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 
CHESAPEAKE  ^ND  DCLAWARjB  CANAL. 
The  Houto  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Coaamitteeof 
'  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  sale  and  grant  of  a 
«eftaiB  quantity  of  land  to  the  Chesapeake  aad 
Delaware  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  £PPE8  tnored  to  strike  oot  the  first  stetioh 
of  the  bill,  and  spoke  in  support  of -the  mbtian. 

Mr.  VAaHitM  spoke'in  faf  o^of  the  motioA. 
'    Mr.  Van, Dyke  repHed  to  Mr*  Bpfm. 
■  The  Committee  rose  without  coming  to  a  de- 
«i8fon  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Wbdnesday,  February  6. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KennbDt,  the  Committee 
-ct  Commeri&js  and  Manul^ctnres  were  directed 
^o  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  establishing,  by 


law,^an  uniform  .mode  of  gauging  in  the  several 
offioes  of  the  customs  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  E^Bs,  from,  the  Committee  of  VTays  and 
Means^  presented  a  bill  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  good^,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the -same  committee,  also  pre- 
sented a'  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  money  for  a 
sum  not  ezceedi(ig  - — ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Tuesday  next.  ^ 

Mr.  Cheves  presented  a  petition  of  John  Mac- 
namara,  of  Chaiieston,  South  Carolina,  stating 
that  his  vessel  brought  into  Charleston,  in  Octo* 
her,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  a  num- 
ber of  French  families,  refugees  from  Cuba,  to- 
gether with  tl^eir  slaves,  who  had  been  forcibly 
expelled  from  thnt  Island;  in  consequence  of 
which,  his  vessel  atid  cargo  had  been  ooodemnad 
tor  a  :^io1atio»  of  an  act  which  prohibits  the  im- 
portatioo  of  slaves;  avd  praying  such  i^elief  in  the 
premises  as  may  aj^pear  ju^t  and-  |^roper.-rR^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee' of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

An  eQgrossed  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  « 
tract. of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  a  ttaot  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  was  read 
the  third  iimt^  find  .passed*  , 

/  An  enfffossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervio,  William  Cofen^auj  Edwin  L^wis,  Sam- 
uel^^ims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Churoh 
at  Salem.Meeting-Muse,  in  thf  Mississipei  Tor- 
citory,  was  read  ^hi^  third  time,atfid  pastfed. 

Tbe  hill  from  the  Seoate,  eatitled  "A^  act 
ipaktttg  compensaiioa  to  Joan  Eugene  Leitsen* 
dbrfer  j  foe  se^ces  rendered  the  Umed  States  in 
the' war  with  Tripoli,'^  «s  ani^ded,  was  read  the 
third  time,  w)ien  Mr.  Bassbtt  moved  that  the 
said  bill  be  recomn^itted  to  a  Comminee  of  the 
wbole^  House ;  and  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,'it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  id^formed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **Aa 
9jCt  proyidinff  for  the-final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  Territories  of  Orreans  and  Louisiana," 
vvith  amendments;  to. which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr»  Mo^BQw,  frotn  the  OcAamittee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands^  made  a  rejrart  oa  the  petition  of  the 
lobaJbitantB  of  the  third  township,  in  theeightii 
range,  in  the  oooatr  of  Washkgtoa.  Ohio,  re- 
fet-red  the  twenty^eighth  ultimo ;  whicn  was  read, 
and  the  rtsoUition  therein  contained  copcorrea 
jn  by  the  House,  as  follows : 
^ ',  Besolved,  That  the  petittoacrs  hav^  leave  tp 
withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
nineteeiuh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  completing  the,  Capitol, 
and  for  otKer  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  nezu 
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AdditionaL  DtUiet'^ Deposits  in  State  Banks, 


February,  1811. 


;      '  -ADDETIOJ^AL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the' House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Ti^easiiry  to  the  Committee 
of  Waysaod  Means,  respectitig  the  impositioa  of 
additioDdi  duties  on  importations  of  foreign  goojs. 

The  following  is  the  letter:.    '       ' 

W ABuiVQTO^f  Jtmuary  }8,lSll, 

dm :  I  ada,  instructed  by  the  Comidittee  <^  Ways 
and  Means  to  ask  for  anch  information  as  may  he  m 
possession  of  the  Treasury  Department,  on. the  follow- 
ing points,  viz: 

1.  What  diminution  of  jrevenue  will  be  produced 
by  the  exclusion  of  articles,  the  growth,  prpduce,  or 
manuftcture,  of  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  depen- 
denciejB,  Ac 

2.  What  particlar  article^  or  dasses  of  articles,  will 
bear  an  .inere^se  bf  the  present  duties,  and  ta  what 
extent,  taking  into  view  the  aeeUiity  of  thp  revenue, 
and  the  sum  to  be  produced  1 ' 

And  any  other  information  which  spay  tend  to  qhow 
whether  it  is  more  expedient  to  kicreaae  ihe  per  cent 
on  artidet  paying  ad  vohremnhd  specific  dutiea  gen- 
erally, or  whether  thp  public  imerest  pay  bd  promo- 
ted, an^  the  de^ciency  of  revenue  supplied  bj  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  particular  selected  articles,  x>r  par- 
ticular classes  of  articles. 

With  Tespect  and.  esteem,  I  have  Ihe  honor  to  be, 
your  Q^ostob^eiit  serrant,  n 

'  .;  JOHN  W.  EPPES.   . 

'  TaxAgvair'  Dsfabi^s^t,  Jati:  28,  1811  r  ' 

6ia :  In  answer  to  )Kmr  inquiries  rtepectiug  the 
diminution  of  reyenue,  which  must  result  ^m  the 
exclusion  6(  articles  of  British  produce  or  pianufiic* 
tores,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon' to  a  report  inade  to.  the 
'  Hause  of  Ifepresentative^  on  the  S8th  February,  1806, 
and  whi^i  togetber  with  t^e  statements  annexed  40 
k,  gives  a  detailed -view  of  the  importatietia  firom  the 
BfitMi  domjaiom^  and  ^ns  all  other  countries,  for 
the  years  1809,  1808,  and  1804.  M^re  iraTiailce  may 
be  plaeed,  ar  to  any  general  result,  pn  the  statedients 
fiar  those 'yeara,  than  .on  ^090  &>t  any  cubeaqueiit  p^ 
xiod.  There  wa6  a  very  extradnUnaiy  increase  of 
commerce  during  the  years.  T805  and  ^807,  but  al- 
though the r  amount  of  importations  was  much  larger, 
the  proportion  from  the  different  countriea  had  net 
been  materially  altered*  From  the  last  three  years  no 
correct  inferences  can  be  drawn.  The  time  requi^te 
to  prepare  similar  statements  for  the  last  six  yea'rs. 
would  also  delay  an  answer ;  and  the  annual  reports 
af  importations  in  American  and  foreign  vessel9,  will 
famish  such  additional  'facts  for  any  one'year  as  may 
be  wanted. 

It  appears  from  that  report,  (pag^  9,)  that  this  njpt 
^ties  (after  deducting  drawbaebsX  oU  riierefaaudise 
imported  £rom  the  Britidk  dominions,  and 'from  all 
•ther  oountries,  might  be  eatabliabed  ^  fbUow| : ' 

,     ^        Briti$h        Aa  other 
dominiona,    eountriei* 
On  merchandise  paying  duties 

ad  valorem,  indHuding  the 

additional  dutieis  cilled  the  . 

Mediterranean  fund  ,-  .$4,8(^7,000  l,2d8,000 
On  all  other  articles,  deducting 

salt,  the  duty  on  which  ia 

BOW  repealed      -       -       -    1,629,000  .4,741,000 


5,886,000    5.979,000. 


At  that  fiine;  however,  in  the  years  1802  and  1804, 
non-importation  from  Great  Britain  would  not  haw 
diminiroed  the  -revenue  .to  that  extent,  as  ,the  conti* 
nept  of  Europe  being  then  open  to  the  United  Ststcs^ 
a  great  number  of  aHicles  usually  imported'froai  Great 
Britain  wquld  have  been  aupp|ied  by  other  coaBtein. 
A  conaiderable  diminution  must,  ^ke  pla^e  in  rdatioa 
to  all  tha^  articles  Which  cahnot  be  thus  supplied,  or 
which  xuay  now  be  nanu^ctored  in  the  United  Slata. 
And  >t  was  principally  on  accbupt  of  the  asotrt&n 
Estate  of  commerce  with  tl^e  reef  of  the  work),  that  n 
4he\anniml  "report  oil  tha  10th  De^mber  last^  I  alilal 
that  **  the  probable  defalcation  in  the  reveone  eonli 
not,  fbr^  obvious  reasons,  be  at  this  time  estimated  ailh 
any  degree  of  prec^ieion." 

In  relation  to  the  oth^iaq.uiry  of  the  eoiaBiittee,it 
appeara  4o  me,  that  the  dulcriminatioa  betweea  tk 
dtitii(lile  aiticles- would  ^at'thif  time  be  inetpedait 
Tb9se  which  wffl  eertaidly  <}ontinue  to  be  iaiported, 
particuMy  spirits,  wipes,  iaaSf'  aagar,aMd  coiM»aia 
ftr  that  imnuk  those  on  whidk  an  increase  of  di^ 
would  be  mM ,  produotiva.  But  that  oensidentioa 
alope  does  not^aeem  sufficient  :ta  recommend  ald|kr 
^rate  of'iuGi^eaaa  01^  these  than  on  other  articles;  asd 
i  think  that  a  'ganend'and  equal  increase  on  theiaei 
of  dutiea  now|Mdd,.is,  for  tha  presei^t,  the  mostafigH 
bleBM>de.^  >         .       , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

.      ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Jo^x  W.  £r>sa. 

Chairman  CommiiUeaf  Wqy9  and  Mtam 

iiEPosrras  in  arPATE  banks. 

Mr.  Potter  s^id  that  at  ft  time  when  they  were 
^iDtriodAicijDg^bills  Jpr  the  ptif  poW  of  borrow 
money  and  -for  layiog  aiddiuoQal  duties,  m 
thereby  increasing  tha  Ujea  oo  their  e^oslittr 
eqts,  he.  thought  they  ought  to  make  the  best  of 
the  rjBsooreea  aireftdy  ig  our  pcfWert  The  stoek- 
holdeys  of^ -the  United  Statea'*  Bank  (said  U> 
haT<  offered  one  roillioB  twp^  hupdred  aod  flftf- 
thousiaDd  dollars  forthe  reoel^iral  of  their  ekartw; 
and  it  is  believed  they  would  .gire  ooosidenNf 
morej  if  'they  could  have  a  charter  uneacumbered 
with  other  cooditloAs.  This  sum  of  money  tbey 
would,  give  the  United  Stateaibr  a  charter,  for 
the  advantage  of  the  (JoTernmfBt  deposites,i«i 
for  the  uoiversalQredit  and.  extensive  circulatioa 
it  gives  to  Its  paper,  which 'ia- receivable  for  tU 
debts  due  the  TJaited  States/  As  there  oow  ip- 
pears  no  probability  of  the  ex  tension x>f.  that  cbt^ 
ter,  and  as  the  deposites  will  be  sooo  witbdrairSr 
and  in  ail  probability  placed  in  State , ban kS)  Um 
not  wiUitig  they  ahoiild  Jiave  that  pi'i^uiege  with- 
out paying  an  equivalent.  It  appears  to  tae  thai 
those  interacted  ia  the  State  banks,  that  expect  to 
^  benefited  by  thedepoaite  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States,  in  tl^eir  oppoartioa  tovthe  reoewsi 
of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
have  manifested  c  strange  kind  of  patriottfOr 
and,  as  it  appears  to  m^  of  the  French  kiod; 
which  is  a  love  of  money  more  than  a  lore  of 
country.*  I  am  not  willing  they  should  hive 
this  money  for  nothiog.  when  it  is  worth  at  least 
sir  per  cent,  to  those  from  whom  it  iscoHecied- 
The  State  bank9  that  may  have  those  depo^iei 
will  not  only  derive  very  great  advaaiages  um 
them,  by  enabliog  them  to  increw*  ^'  "*** 
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bills  k  more  extensive  oireulation.  '^Tdis  money 
is  certainly  worth  tfcree  per  cent,  tp  }he  Slate 
banks.  If  then  oar  deposites  should  be  only  ibrjee 
mill iood,  at  that  rate  the  interest  woold  be  ninety 
thousand-dollars  per  annum,  and  if  ve  should  re- 
lease our  commerce  fVom  the  operation  of  dur 
own  resiriciions,  It  migh^-soon  amount  to  ten  mii* 
lions,  Whfch  would  give  irn  interest  of  three  hun- 
dred tb908aud  dpUars,  a  sum  worth  .saving  1 
find  a  considerable  sum  of  thi^  money  Jn-the  b^nk 
al,  Pittsburg,  and  from  that  neighborhood  we 
bare  bad  a  remoosvance  against  therej:ieWal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States^  Bdnk.  Another 
considerable  suft>  is  in  two  banks  in  the  iState  tof 

.  Rhode  Islaud)  lit  present  amounting  to  s^rentyr 
eight  thousand  two  hiindred  ajxl  -twenty  six  dol* 
lars.  This  is  worth  three  per  ceiM.  to  them,  and 
I  will  give  that  interest  foe  it  witb-the  same  ad<van- 
lages  and  findtHlgences  that  Yfaey -have  had,  and 
give  untiueitionabie  secd^ity  for  it.  '  Myobject 
is  CO  prdvide  by  law  for  the  dejiosrte  of  this  mon^y, 
br  giving  it  lo  those  banks  that  Will  ^ire  the 
Grovemmeot  the  oHMt  for  that  priyi|eg«,  and  af- 
ford ample  $ectirtty  for  the  same.;  Thiswill  ()re- 
▼et|t  the  Siecretary  of  ^e  Treasury  from  having 
it  in  bis  power  to  giv^  exclusive  .advantages  to 

•  certain  bBnks,'and  wijT  relieve  him -from,  part  of 
his  fesponsibillly  and  from  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality*. And  for  that  purpose  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mrt  the  foUowinrg  resolution,  whieb  will  give  the 
bankk  of  ail  par  tied  an  opportunity  to  compete' 
^this  privilege;  and  they  that  n^iH  give  tbe 
moat  fbr  it  will  have  it^  and  (he  nado'n  be  bene-; 
flted  by  the  money : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  and  directing  by  law 
that  the  depoeites  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  8^te9  be 
made  in  such  of  the  State  banks  as  i^all  pay  the  most' 
fo  that  privilege,  and'  comply  with  such  terms  and 
CDO^tioin  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  any  moneys 
which  may  be  plaoadin  the  same. 

Mr.  Eppes  wasopppsed  to  the  principle  of  this  - 
resolution.  He  thought  it  improper  that  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  money  should  be  set  up  to  the 
bishest  biddef^tbe  subject  was  already  generally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  he  would  not  object'lo'sl  resolution  for  inquirv. 
Mr.  E.  stated  the  provision  of  thC  law  on  the  sub- 
ject of  deposites. 

Mr^  LbvB  hoped  the  resolution' wotild  pass. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  QiiROBineR  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Commit*. 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 
The  House  weni  Into  Oommiueeof  the- Whole 

OB  the  foHowing  bill  vepofted  by  the  .Committee 

of  Foreign  Relajuoas : 

A  Bin  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  ^ 
concerning  the  ^eommercial  interoonrse  between  the ' 
United.  8ta*aa  and  Great  Brifiaia  add  Fkanee^  •&(! 
dieir  dependeaciesy  and  for  other  parpoaes*" 
Be  itmaeUdy  SfC^  Tha^  no  tvaael  oumei  wholly  by 

m^ebjumci^mtimnMcfthe  UniM  8ifam,whkhihaU 
i  deparUdfrom  a  BritUhpoft  prior  to  the  ueand 


dmy  of  Fehrmtryt  one  tkomand  e^gkt  httndred  and 
ekven,  dnd  no  merehandUe  owned  wholly  by.a  eiiizen 
or  Htizen^  of  the  United  Stages,  imported  in  such  tiea- 
«e/,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  or  forfeiture,  on  account 
of  any' infraction  or  presumed  infraction  of  the  pro^ 
visions  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  Is  a  supplement. 

Mr.  Emott  moved  to  amend  the  same  by- 
strikine.out  the  words  in  t<aZtc.and  to  insert  in. 
their  place  "or  merchandise.'?  The  bill^as  amei|d« 
ed*,  would  read  as  follows/: 

"  That  no.  vessel  or-.' merchandise  shall  be  liable  to 
seizure  or  ferfeiturtf  on  account  of  any  infraction»  or 
presoDMed^iufxaction^  ef  the  provisions  ofthe  aCt  te 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement.'' 

Mr.  EMOtT.-rMr.  Chairoian :  A»  the  bill  whiab 
is  now  en  your,  table  is  calculated  to  relieve  our 
-.merchants  ii^  part  from  the*,  restrictive  system  ' 
which  has  again., be^  aMenrpted  to  be  put  in 
opeiatioh)  I  so  far  approve  of  it;;  but  as  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  go  for  enough,'!  rise  for  the 
purpose ' of -.inoving  an  amendment,  whieh,  if 
adopted.  Will  once  more  give  us  a  cle&r  denck; 
and.whils^^Bi  u|>,4the  Com'niiitee  will  permit 
me,  lis  concisely  aai  the  natulre  of  the  subject  will 
admit,  to  assign  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
fropoae  the  amendment* 

By  t>e  law  of  the  first  of  May  last,  the  Preai- 
4ent  was  autbortsei^,  in  case  either  or  tbe  great 
Delligeredts^  before  the  third  of  March.  reveJDcd 
her  anti-neutral  edicts,  to  proclaim  the  ^me,aad 
if  the  other  did  not  in  three  months  also  revpke^ 
a  non-inl^rcottcse  with  her  was  to  follow.  On 
the  aecond-^day  of  November,  the  President  had 
prodaimed,  aa  a  fact,  that  Prance  had  i^ede  th^ 
neeeetoary  revooation>  and  it  follows,  if  he  was 
correct  as  to  the  faet,  that  on  the  second  day  of 
thie  niontb  the  non^inieroourse  went-  into  iTpeia- 
tioB  agatpst  Qreat  Britain. 
-  As  many  formerly,  and  more^  latterly,  bare 
^outifted'as  to  ihe  fact  thtis  proclaimed,  it  becomes, 
sir,  a  duty  which  we  owe  t6  ourselves  and'  to  the 
people,  to  inquire,  iiito  its  existence ;  for  if  it  be 
true  that  no  such  repeal,  as  was  contemplated  by 
the  law,  has  lakel)  place  r  if  indeed  the  Phesident 
bi^beto  deceited,  or  was  mistaken,  we  cannot 
too  soon  make- it  known,  and  relieve  the  country 
from  the  vexation  and  embarrassment  which 
must  result  from  the  present  state  of  things. 

IC  sir,  additional  motives  .Were  necessary^  w.e 
may 'find  them. in  the  bills  which  havethis  mora- 
ing.beeh  introduced  into  the  House  by  tbeCbair- 
man  of  the  Gommihee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  of  which  goes  to  lay  large  additional  duties, 
and  theother  to  authorizo>  loan. '  The  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  for  this  new  and  heavy 
tax  on  our  citizens  are,  that  as  the  greater  part  of 
our  duties  op  imports  are  collected  on  goods 
ebmtng  from  Great  Britaii^  and  her  colonies,  and 
aathose  duties  will  cease  with  the  revival,  ot  the 
n^-importatioo,  it  beoetoea  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  defalcatipn  in  the  reventw,  to  tax  the 
production  of , other  countries  much  beyond  the 
present  rate»  X>n  this  presumed  defalcation. too, 
ttf  8om.e.  degree  dependa  the  proposition  for  a 
loan,  or,  if  a  kmn  be  necessary,  the  amouat  of 
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it.  In  tfafs  point  of  riew,  it  beoomes  higfaljr  tm^ 
portaBi  to  aB(<^rtaiB  whether  t  he'll  on -in'teecoar^e 
lias,  gone  into  operation  ;  for  if  it  has  not.  I  trust 
we  3iall  not  proceed  to  give  form  an4  aWpe  to 
the  reeoit) mentation  of  the  Secretary,  that  we 
shall  not  burden  the  country  with  new  taxes,  or 
subject  it  to  large  loans. 

In  the  . commencement  of  this  tn^uirf.  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  naturally  ask  ourselves,  what 
edicts  are  to  be  revoked,  and  how  are  they  to 
be  revoked  ?  It  is  not  material  to  extend  this 
inc^uiry  to  Oreat  BCitarn,  as  we  kbow  of  no  rev- 
ocation oii  her  part,  and^  under  all  circumstances, 
we  have  not,  I  fear,  much  reason  to  believe  thi(t 
there  will  -be  such  Revocation.  Hut  it  may  be 
weii  to  notice  hfre  something  which  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  inconsistency,  oti  the  part  of  our 
Executive,  towards  that  Government. 

The  nonrintercdnrse  law  of  March^'  1809,  con- 
tains a  provision,  thal'^n  case  either  France^or 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  dr.  modify  her 
«diots,  as  that  they  shall, c^ase  to  violate  the  neiT- 
Uat  commerce  or  the  United  States,"  ihe  Freni- 
dent  shotfld  declare  the  same  by  pfockmation, 
abd  the  noa-intercoorse  was  then  to  cease  as  to 
the  nation  jevokins.  It  was  undeV  this  law^  and 
in  eonsequenee  of  the  power  so  given  to  the 
president,  thut  the  celepr^te^,.  tbo«gh  iiliated 
at rancemcnt,.  wfts  nhtde  hetweeti  fl^  Bxeeutive 
and  thf  British  Minister,  Mr.  Erskine.  Now. 
MP,  by  referring  to  this  arrtingement,  you  will 
find,  that  on  April  18,  Mr*  Erskine  proposed  to^ 
Secretary  Sinith  th«  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
OouncH  of  January  and  November,  180T,a8acom*^ 
pUanc^on  th6  part  of  Great  Britain  with  the  terms' 
of  the  act  of  March;  and  our  Secretary, -eU' the 
wmxkt  day,  declaring  that  the  withdrawing  of 
such  orders  would  be  deemed  satisfactory  by  th^ 
rPr^ident,  the^arrangtment  Waseompltt^  on  the 
l^h,;and  a  proclacaation  accordingly  issued  on 
the  groundi^nd  assuming  the  fact,  thkt  the  Brit- 
ish edicts  bad  ceased  to  vitiate  our  neutral  com* 
.merce^  and  again  oj^ning  the  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries  after  the  10th  of  June.    , 

This^'arrangement,  and  the  short  and  hasty  cor- 
respondence connected  with  it,  you  will  recollect, 
sir,  were  presented  to  Congress  with  the  Message, 
at  the  openingof  the  Summer  session  of  1809, 
and  we  then  passed  a  law,  the  object  of  which 
wds  to  ratify  and  to  carry  into  efilecttheanange* 
vient.  Here,  then,  we  hii^e  an  explicit  opinion 
from  both  the  Executive  ai^d  the  Legislature, 
-that  the  only  British  orders  which  t:ame  within 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the, law  of.  March,  were 
tboste'of  January  and  November,  1807,  and  that^ 
whenjhoae  orders  were  revoked^  the  edicts  of 
Greif^t  Britain  Ceased  to  violate  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

I  pray  you  ^ow,  Mr.  Chairman,  -to  turn  with 
me  to  the  law  of  May  la^t;  you  will  there  find 
the  precise  phraseology  of  the  act  of  March: 
Mn  case  either  Great  Britain  Or  France  shall  so 
levoke  or  .inodifyher  edicts,  as  that  they  shall 
cease  to.  violate  the  iieutral  c^merce  of  the 
United  States,"  the  President  is  tp.  mi^ke  known 
the  fact  by  proel^aiation.    Tshe  anthority  givea 


to  the  President  is  in  both  eases  the  sane,  iM  it 
Was  to  hare  been  .presumed  that  it  wovii  hif« 
been  exercised  oa  the  saaie  ^erms.  But,  sir,  it 
will  be  found,  on  referring  4o  the  paperitkit, 
tSmderthe  act  of  May,  the  Executive  madetier- 
tber  requisition. .  The  revocation  -of  the  Ortes 
in  Council  of  JatMiar.y  and  Noy^mberwasDOlU) 
satisfy  us,  but  the  blockade  of  the  year  preccdii{ 
was  to  be  also  annulled. 

In  the  letter  from  Secretary  ^mith  to  mi 
Minister'  at  London,  of  the  5ih  oi;  Ju1]l  1810, 
and  which  enclosed  a  cojjy  of^thelawof  Ma^iit 
is  said,  j*  that  in  explaining  the,  extent  of  thsK' 
'  peal  whij^h  ia  required  on  the  British  side,  Mr. 
\  Pinkney  will  let  it  he  distinctly  underttsad, 
y  that  it  must  necessarily  include  an  ananlflMM 
.'  of  the.  blockade  of  1806;^'  ancl  our  Mtaiiler, 
accordingly^  in  -his  leUer  to  Lord  WeUesl^,of 
the  21st  of  September,  tells  him  it  hhhivixVi 
state  ^'that^ananntilment  of  the  blockade  ofM^, 
1806,  is  c'onsidered  hy  the  President  lo  bets  in- 
dispensable, in  the^riew  of  the  het,  as  theiew- 
cation  of  ihe  British  Orders  in  Cbanoil.^'  Pbfj 
so  far  has  the  President  gone  in  this  parlieiditas 
to  give  the  -Frenich  Government  a  jdedffeikit 
this  kill  be  required  oa  the  part  of  G^af  Brittio. 
In  the  letter  from .  Secretary  Smith  toOeaenl 
Armstrong,  of  the  5th  of  July,  1810.  the  liXter ii 
aothorizedj  if  it  shguld  be  found  aecontary,  to 
*'  let  it  he  understood  that  a  repeal  o7  tbe  ilicfil 
blockades  of' a  date  prior  to  the  Berliadeeiee, 
namely,  that  of  May,  1806,  will  be.iocfaiMitt 
the  condition  required  oi  Gbreat  Biaiaia." 

It  is  not  my  iptentioB,  at  this  timCfioMier 
into  a  discussion  on  the  siib^eei  of  hlaekadei,ii0r 
am. I  to  he  understood  a^  giving  cooateoiose  to 
ihe  system  of  paper  blockades,  whether  tbstiys* 
tern  proceeds  from  or  is  attempted  to  be  eafofcfl^ 
by  England  or  by  France;  bat,  sir,  I  bai€|;oas 
into  this  examination  to  shoipr  tfiat  the  Pitfraeat 
)iaa  acted  diflerently  under  Iwalawa  whiebMiiit 
to  have  Jiad  the  jiame  pnciiW  ooQaimctk&t^ 
t:au6e  th^  terjoas  used  in  them  were  alike;  ^ 
under  th^  law  of  May^  1810,  he  addedaeoo4i- 
tfon  to  a.  settlement  with  Great  Britain,  which 
he  did  not  reqtii re  under  the  la^^^of  March,  ISQij 
and  why  this  difference  ? 
.  Will  it  be  said)  that  w ben  the  arraagcneat 
was  made  with  Mr.  Erskine.  the  President  kM 
no  knowledge  of  the  blockading  orders  of  Bftf) 
1806?  Ndi  so,  sir.  By  recbriOng  to  a  lepoft 
made  by  Mr.  Madison,  as.  Secretary  of  State,  ii 
December,  1808)  of  helligerent  decr^esjind  ordtf* 
affecting  neutral  commerce,  you  will  fiod  ibi* 
very  blockade  ;  and  ceruin'ly  what  he  knews* 
Secretary  in  December,  he  inust  have  knows  m 
President  in  the  April  following.  Shall  1  be 
told  the  President  had  diacuvered  that  the  Um- 
ade  had  been  *'  avowed  to  be.  ^comprehended  iBi 
and  identified  with,  the  Orders  an  Couo^ii^  I 
fear  this,  will  not  be  a  satisfactory  answer*  f^h 
1^  this  case,  if  the.  Orders  in  Council  are  i«5"J' 
ed,  the  commxion  between  themand  the  \AseKW 
will  then  stand  atf  it  was  supposed  by  the  KxfCB- 
live  to  stand  ivheti  tlit  arraagemeat  was  cnttnd 
into. 
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H.  OF  R. 


Fenon^j  Mr.  Ghabmi^o,  ra<lne  prooe  to  jenl-* 

•asv  iium  rafMlf,  «Bd  who  ttt«  dUpoted  to  find 

istut'wIUi  tlie  late  SxecalWe  pfoj^tn,  may  per- 

bupa  poiBt  to  that  passage  in  the  letter  TroiD  Sea* 

rctftry  BiAHh  to  Mr.  Pinkiref ,  of  the  i^d  of  May, 

ld£H>,  IB  which  h  is  •aid,.;that  Mie  Presjkleni  has 

reftd)  with  aUrprtse  and  ^ef^et,  the  reply  of  Lord 

'Welle^y  to  \ne  note  reqnirio^  exptaoatiotisx^ith 

T€»pect  to  the 'blockade. of  Franee,  wh1oh  **eyib- 

-  ees  aa  ibflezible  determiDation  to  perserere  ia 

the  system  of  blockade/'  as  ftfifordioflr^a  reason  for 

tfaio  added  eooditioD :  they  Ddaf  say  that  it  was 

tbnfett  ia  whettoar  Adninistratioa  werft  satisfied 

cbat  it  would  not  be  acoeded  Hybf  the  British; 

and  for  the  purpose  of  preveotiag  aa  aeeomioo^ 

^BtioD  with, and  keepiasp  up  the  irritatioo  .agaiast, 

thmik  aadoa.    But  whik;  for  myself,  I  dtscbii^ 

tbiaiofcffeiMe.  I  mast  eoafees  that  I  am  at  a  loss 

to  assign  a  sufficient- motive^ for  the  difiTereaeeJa 

tketwoeasia. 

'  Aa  to  Frfl^Me,  sir,  what  wfre  the  ediot»tobe 
twvtriced^aod  how^ revoked?  J  shall  haw  occa- 
aioo,  heCore  I  sit  down,  io  aotice^the .  l^erlia  and 
Milafl  deerces.    But  were  thure  not  other  de-» 


We  have  befojre  as  the  Rambeuillet  deoree^- 
With  a  dale  of  the.  23d  of  March,  1810,  which 
dkeohnrea  that  ^  ail  vessels  aavtgating  under  ^ 
*■  4tmf-  of  the  United  States,  or  -possessed  in  whole 
^  oc  IB  part  by  a  citizen  ar  suhjeot  oC  that  Pow«r, 
^  wtMch,  eoantiag  ffOm  the  9(Mh  of  May,  1800. 
'bare  entered,  or  ahaU  enter /into  the  ports  ot 
<  ottr  Esopire^of  oat  coionieak  or  of  the  coaotrie^ 
^  oacupied  by  ouf  arm^  shall  be  seized,  a^d  the 
!  fiada^t  ^'the  sale^  shall  lie  deposited  in  the 
'iBMpluefiiad."  Thus  eoftbrfteiogalmqst the  wbol« 
mi  coatibentdl  ISacope ;  for,  with  the  exeeptioi^ 
of  the  Rosaian  ports^  on  Che  Baitioj  a^d  two.  or 
tktee  places  in  the  Jfiaropeaa  peainsola,  every 
^orc  mqiteoted  by  theAmeHcaoe  betlotoged  either 
ta^iha  Empire  of  Fraace^to  theiiokmies  of  ihat; 
RaffMf e,  or  to  countriiet  oceapled  by  the.foroes  of 
liia  Baapire.  TJbe  seizures  under  this  decree  were 
a^MMeqaantly  great  and  distressing  to  our  naer- 
stents.  > 

■  This  decree  purports  to  be  an  act  of  reprisal 
oa  this  country,  and  for  wl^at  cause?  Not  for 
'  say  dm  of  hostility  ^  us;  aot  for  aiiy  seizures 
or  eonfiscatioaa  of  French  veaaels  orFrenehr 
property  under  the  authority,  or  laithin  the  lim- 
its of  this  €k>yerament.  No,  sir,  a  pretence  ef 
this  kind  appeared  too  absurd  to  he  inserted  even 
ia  a  French  decree.  It  is  true  thai  Qeaeral  Arm- 
atcoiig,  in  his  letter  to  Sacretary  &mith,  of  the 
lOth  of  September,  1810,  commoaieates  a  vestal 
axplanation  which  aceompanifllt  the  last  letter  of^ 
the  French  Minister :  "  if  you  confiscate  French 
property  under  the  law  of  noa;inteffc<torse.  they 
will  confiscate  yonr  property  under  their  oecree 
of  Rambouilte^"  iky,  sir,  and  the y  have  giren 
%  practical  expUnation  4hat  they  would  oonfis- 
•ate  their  property  under  iha  decree,  although 
we  did  not  confiscate  their  property  under  the 
Boa-iotar^oiiyae  law.  Lpok  at  the  decree  itaelf, 
«id  you  will- fi^id  the  jDKHivey  or  rathe^  the  pre^ 
tast  for .  thid  aet  of  cepritid*  .  It  ia  grounded  ofk 


Che  passing  of  the  act  of  the  ^st  of  March,  1909, 
and  it  is  groanded  Otf  that  alone. 

Tiius,  because  we  deemed  it  advisable  ta,pass 
a  law  which  we  supposed  w^s  a  mere  oxunicipal 
regulatictn,  inaimueh  as  it  related  to  our  own 
ciuzena^'.pr  our  own  territories;  ^  law,  which, 
according  to  its  letter,  applied  equally  to  both 
belligerents,  and  which)  as  it  was  not  to  com- 
mence its  operat/on  until  the  20(b  o(  .May,  con- 
taioted  in  itself  a  notice  sufiicient  to  prevent  any 
injury,  to  FreiicH  subjects  j  fpi  tbis^ause,  and  for 
this  alone,  the  Emperor  adopts,  as  an  act  of  re- 
prisal, a  decree  which  subjeots  to  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation, not  only  American  property  which 
should  reach  the;  ConMneni  after  notice  of  the 
decree^  or  even  aftier  its^date,  but  property  which 
arrived  there  at  any  tin^  for  toe  preceding  tw^ve 
months.'  I  will  not  .stop  to  ioquice  what  ;would 
and  what,  ought  to  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
Administration  and  «f  the  country,  if  such  an 
outrage  had  been  committed  bv  Eogland  fur  such 
a  cauae. .  But,  sir,,  if  the  French  Government  is 
allowied  to  have  in  the  act  of  March  an  excuse 
/or  repriMcl,  we  had  better  dtsoontinue  making 
lairs  altogc^er ;.  for  it  is  dijScult  to  find  ia  our 
Statute  book  a  law  less  hostile  to  Fra,nce,  or  more 
Within  the  right  of  an  imiependent-  Government 
to.  enact.  .     ' 

.  To  see  the  true  charac^r  of  this  decree,  we 
must  approocb  it  a  Iktle  nearer  i  iknd  with  the 
ietliersxM  ^he  Duke  of  Cadore  in  my  l^and — tl^se  , 
'letters,  sir,  which  have  occasioned  our  presenit 
eimharraseai?at&-*I  am  stcaogely  deceived. if  this 
proceeding  of  the  French  Government  does  not 
a|»pear  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  an  ofieace 
which,  ds  respects  individuals,  ia  called  swind- 
ling. It  is  a  taking  of  property  under  false  pre- 
tences« 

In  the  letter  from  the  French  Minister  to  Gka- 
eral  Armstrongf'of^  the  ^th  of.Augu&t,  1810,  we 
^ad  the  French  Government  attempting  to  jus- 
tify the  issuing  of  the  Rambouillet  decree  at  the 
tim^itdid,  becftose  it,  uatjl  "  very  lately/'  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  non-intercoucse  latv*  ^'  The 
/  act  of  tbo  iBi  of  Maith  has  raised  the  embargo 
( and  substituted  fqr  it  a  ipeasure  the  most  injuri- 
,<  ous  to  the  iotereats  of  .France,  This  act,  of 
*'  whith  the.Blmperor  kn^w  nothing,  until  very 
^  lately,  interdicted  to  French  vessels  the  com- 
'  merce  of  France,  -Reprisal  was,  a  right,  and 
'coo^nanded  by  the  dignity^of  France^'  Per- 
Ipiit  me,  sir,  to  r^scaU  to  your  recollection  a  fact, 
that  this  decree,  although  it  is  dated  the  33d  of 
March,  was  not  issued  iiotil  tbe  l4Lh  of  May, 
1810,  aad  to  leUr  you,  fur  the  evidence  of  this 
fact,  to  the  letter  from  General  Armsurong  to  Mr. 
3 mi th,* of  the  24th  of  May,  in  which  therueneral 
states,  that  '*  on  the  14th  instant  was,  published 
'  here,  (at  Paris)  a  decree  of  the  Emperor,  dated 

*  at  Rambouillet  on  the  '23d  of  March,  and  that 

*  seveial  of  our  ships  and  cargoes,  with  resard  to 
^■w^ich  compromises  have  been  made.under  the 
'  aaaotion  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  Jbave  been 
'seized  again  to  satisfy  the  provisit).ns  of  the  new 

.    From  the.iUte  of  ovir  Uw,  the  Ist  of  March, 
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1809,  until  the  time  of  pubri^hto^  th«  dceree,  the 
r  14tb  of  Ma^.  181(T.  we  have  nearly  fifteen  months, 

and  yet  the  Emperor,  Until  lately,  **  Very  lately," 
knew  ndthinpf  of  the  law.  What,  sir !  was  be, 
during  all  this  time,  so  totally  inattebtive  to  the 
-affairs  of.  this  country,  as  not  by1iimself,'0r  his 
-  agents,  to  peruse  Onr  public^ journals,  eootalning 
the  law  ?'  Had  he  never,  do  you  believe,  heard 
of  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  EirskiAe  under  tbjs 
rery  actt  Did  fats  Mlnist^,  in  this  country,  and 
bis  host  of  Consuls  and  Agents,  omit^  during  all 
this  tio^e,  t6  .send  him  this  obnoxious  statute'? 
But,  we  are  not  left  to  inference  oh  this  tiubject; 
a  slight  review  of  our  public  documents  will  pilace 
tbis  pretence  in  its  true  light.  -^     . 

Ckneral  Arm'strong,  in  a  note  to  the  Duke  of 
Cad  ore,  which  followed  the  letter  of  the  5eh  of 
'  August,  tells  him  that  the  ktt  of  March,  and  all 
other  acts  of  this  Gdverntnent.  which  interested 
France,  had  been  communicaled  by  him  officially 
apd  promptly,  and  infbrrfis  his  BxeelkAcy,  that 
he  "canat'aiiy  time  ascertain  the  correctness  of 
this  statement  i)y  referring  to  the  archives  of  his 
own  depariiment:"  In  a  letter  fropi  the  General 
to  the  French  Minister  of  the  10th  of  March, 

1810,  it  is  stated,  that  the  law  ^  wa3  first  commti- 
^  nicated  to  His  Isfaiesty  in  June  or  July  last^ 
'  (1809,)  and  certainly  did  ndt  then  exerite  any 
^  suspicidn  of  feeling  unfViendl^  to  the  American 

*  Government.    Far  from  this,  its  communication 

*  was  immediately  followed  b^  overtures  :of  ac- 

*  eommo<|ation.''  But,  more  direct  still :  On  the 
15ih  of  March,  1809,  a  copy  of  the  law  of  the  1st 
of  March,  was  transmitted  by  Mr.  Smith  to  oqr 
Minister  at  Parii,  and  we  have  a  copy  of  his  let- 
ter to  Count  Champagny,  of  the  39lh  of  April, 
1809,  in  which  he  states  that  he  has  the  ht)nOr  of 
presenting  to  his  Excellency  a  copy  of  tbe^lawof 
March,  ^nd  presses  it  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  French  Government.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
we  have  the  letter  from  Count  Champagny,  tbe 
modern  Duke  of  Cadoretiimself,,  to  Generirt  Arm- 
strong, of  the  22d  of  August,  1809,  in  wbieli, 
speakins;  of  the  measures  or  this  country,  we  per- 
ceive this  passage:  "The  embargo  Klis  been 
raised,  a  system  6f  exclusion  has  been  substhcited 
for  it.^'  Tbusi,  then,  it  appears  conclusively,  that 
the  French  Government  hid  an  official  knowl- 
edge of  the  act  of  March  as  early  as  April,  1809, 
a  nill  twelvemonth  before  the  decree;  and  if  the 
testimony  of  our  Minister  b  to  be  received,  (and 
it  there  any  one  who  does  not  give  it  full  credit?) 
the  law  was  not  viewed  as  a  hostile  act^  or  one 
requiring  reprisal. 

Allow  me  now,, Mr.  Cliairfhan,  to  present  you 
with  another  view  of  this  decree.  The  Duke  of 
Cadore,'  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  August^  1810, 
says:  "  Now  CoAgress  retrace  thejr  steps;  they 
revoke  the  act  of  the  1st  of  March;  the  ports  of 
America'  are  opened  to  French  commerce,  aiid 
Firaiice  is  no  longer  interdicted  to  the  Americans*" 
And  in  his  letter  of  the  7th  of  Septembes,  he 
uses  these  expressions :  *<  His  Majesiv  has  always 

*  wished  to  favor  the  commerce  of  the  United 

*  States.    It  was  not  without  reluctance  that  he; 
<  used  reprisals  towards  the  Americans,  while  be 


'  saw  that  Cofig^eas  bad  ordered  tke  eoafiaeaxion 

*  of  all  French  vessels  which  mirbl  arrive  ia  tke 

*  United  States.^'    ^*  As  soon  as  His  Majesty  wtt 

*  inf'urmed  of  this  hostile  act,  he  felt  tbac  the 
'  honor  of  France,  involved  in  this  pointy  eoaid 

*  not  be  cleansed  but  by  a  declaratioo  of  war.'' 
Now  ^the  Amerioan  v'esscls,  which  shall  arrive 
in  Fralice,  will  oot  be  subjected  to  confiaeatien, 
because  theaet  of  Congress,  which  had  served  ai 
a  motive  to  our  reprisals,  is  repealed.'*  Fromthii 
exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Freoch  Govern- 
ment,  handed  io  us  by  the  Minister  of  Rzterior 
Relations,  we  pereeive  that  he  placaathe  Raa- 
bouillet  dectee  entirely  to  the  account  of  the  bob- 
intercoitrse  law  of  March-;  and  froai  the  coorve 
of  reasoning. used  by  him,  it  saema  to  he  adaiided 
that  the  decree,  snu  the  seizures  under  h,eoald 
not  be  justified,  btit  while  the  obooxibm  lawwu 
in  force. 

But  yre  here  again  meet  with  aaother  of  tke 
mistakes  of  this  most  Just  GovBnuncat,  which  is 
^o  Jealous  of  its  honor  and  so  friendly  tq  oorboa- 
merce.  The  iact'happena  to  foe  that  the  lawaeter 
was  repealed.  By  its  own  iimltaiton  tc  expiied 
with  the  then  session  of  Congress,  and,  of  eoatae, 
went  out  of  existence  oo  the  38th  of  Jtitte,  2809. 
Thus  this  poor  law,  whieh  is  now  broojrht  ap  ia 
Judrmeat  against  us,  bad  <|uietly  deaeeaieii  to  the 
tooft  of  the  Capalets  almost  a  year  before  tbe 
Emperor  and  King;  thought  it  ednsiateat  with  his 
intereiit,-or  for  the  honor  Of  his  empire,  to  eam- 
mence  his  measures  of  retiiliiition.  Toe  Immu- 
tion  daoisecotild  not  have  escaped  theatteadoo 
of  His  Ma  Jest /when  he  rea4  the  law;  aad,  I 
trust,  we  yet  have  pride  enough  to  belfeve  that  he 
knows  there  |s  an  Aiherieaa  CkMOgreta,  aad  netiecs 
the  peribds  of  aor  meetiog  and  denartare,  if  he 
ia  careless  about  our  prooeedings.  When,  there- 
fore;^ Napoleon  issaed  the  Blundertog  decree  of 
Rambouiliei,  he  knew  that  the  law,  oa  which  he 
placed  his  justification,  had  long  sto'ce  expired. 
Bat  be  knew  a  further  fact,  that,  the  law  never 
d4d  afiect  French  vessels.  The  British  nary  kept 
them  at  home,  and  we  excluded  English  vessels 
'only.  Such  was  the  practical  and  the  only  pnc* 
tical  operation  of  our  Ifi w. ' 

I  am  awflire  that  the  apologists  of  the  fimpoor 
will  |>oiBt  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  June,  190k  as 
rerivihg  or  cootiat^ing  eertaia  seeiioas  of  the  law 
of  March;  Let  me  not  he  misaaderstood,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  uo  not  mean  to  iosiouale  that  the 
Emperor  has  apologists  in  this  Hoase,  in  this  ark 
of  independenee  and  liberty  of  a  great  p<M^; 
but,  in  whatever  plaee  this  suggeatioo  shAll  be 
offered,  it  may  be  answered  that  &e  Freoeh  Gov- 
ernment have  not  noticed  the  last  law  iatMr 
decree,  or  la  any  of  their  official  papers.  Aad  it 
may  be  /drther  remarked,  that  the  law  of  Jaae, 
like  that  of  March,  was  limited  to  the  ead  of  die 
next  session  of  Googress,  and,  ef  coocae.  eeaiMd 
its  operation  on  the  Ht  of  Bday,  1810.  As  the 
decree  issued  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  thesetzates 
under  it  were  after  that  time,  it  would  aeem,  fa  a 
man  of  common  understanding,  who  beeves  ^ 
transaetiolis  between  nations  are.  or,  ooght  Co  he, 
regulated  by: the  rales  of  honcai,  pkiii  dealings 
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that  ihe  Empcrpr,  wbeo  b«  bad  knowledge  oflhe 
{met,  would  have  looseired  his  "bold  oa  our  proper- 
ty4  Aud  ypt  we  findthat^  w  ben.  we  appcoaob 
him  oa  this  subject,  helaugiis  us  to  seorp.. 

The  object  which  I  bad  ia  view,  iq  this  exam- 
iaatioa  of  the  Rambouillet  decree,  wai^  to  marjt 
ka  true  cbaractef,to  show  that  tb is  decree  em-, 
pbatieally  outraged  our  rieutral  rightk,  aud  thkl, 
if  It  *iras  submitted  to  by  this  couatry.  oCir  code 
of  naci^oal  rights  will  be  foOad  hereafter  jra  the 
same  booJn  with  those  of  the  Kingdoms  Wbieh 
Mong  to  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine.  ,Our 
nerebanli  are  inducted  to  adventure  lo  France  by 
» prospect  of  lai'ge  profits,  and  by  pKomises'of 
g^eat  security  if  ihejr  vessels  have  not  been*  ^de- 
Batioaalized.''  They  take  there  manv  a  yaiuable 
ealgOy  oatil  the  amount  of  property  oecomea  an 
object  of  imperial  attention^  and  then  it  is  seized 
Qjj^Q  by  an  irresistible  and.  an re|entiolg  .hand, 
without  aoiica,  ai^d  upon  pretexts  void  of  anf 
foundation.  Can  a  decree,  or  order^  or  ediet,  be 
pointed  out  in  the  long  history  of,  our  wrongs  and 
our  aufferings,  which  is  more  stcoagly.  marked 
with  injustiee,  or  which, more  strongly  t"  violates- 
our  neutral  commerce  1" 

I  wiil  ooi  detaia  tbevCom'mittee^by  entering  in* 
to  a  partfeulaf  ezamiaation  of  the  French  decSeas, 
wiiich,  io  the  coottmencementpf  the  last  year,  au- 
thorized the  seizure  of  such  a  number  of  Amec* 
ioaa^  reesels  at  St.  BebastiiUis,  at  Naples^  and  in 
the,  Nor^  of  ElurtDpe.  It  mmid  lead  ine  to6  far  iup 
to  the  views  dnd  eonduet  of  the  French  Govern- 
■leat  towards  thia  country,  for  tha  punk>8es  of  this 
diaausKion.  But,  sir,  ia  this  voiUoae  of  documeilts, 
I  oee,  with  eoirotions. which  I  aa\  sura  ire  iauni-. 
son  witb  those-Of  the  American  people,  the  famous 
note,  signed  '^  Champagny,  Duxe  d%  Qadore,"  of 
tbe  4th  of  Febmarf  Jast,  written  to  justify  tho^e 
seizures,  and,  as  he  Qsys,  '^  that  ibe  President  loay 
tha  belter  know  thafnendly  intentions  of  France 
towards  the  United  States^  and  her  favorable  dis- 
poaitioBs  to  American  commerce ;"  in  which  we 
are  told  that. we  are  "  without  just  political  vievfirs, 
without  honor,  aiMl  without  energy."  Amt  are 
we  wo  sunk  ib  the  estimation  of  th«  mighty  Con- 
queror that  he  thinks  it  necessarjr'and  proper  to 
lue  this  as  bis  official  language  towards  us  t. 
Surely,  sir,  he  mistakef  the  clMuracter  and  the 
spirit  of  this  people  if  he  believes  they  are  to  be 
hroAcen  down^  or  brought  i mo  his  views,  by' in- 
sults or  threats.  As  our  (^vernroent  had,  a  few 
moncbs  before,  discharged  and  disgracedva  Bxit- 
ish  Mini^^r  for  a  supposed  insult  by  an  insintta- 
tiim,  it  Was  to  have  been  expected  that,  on  thii  oc- 
aaaion,  equal  spirit  would  be  shown.  But  to  such 
as  formed  corresponding  expectations,  what  will 
be  their  feelings  when  they  and  that  the  Only  £x" 
eeotiye  notice  e£  the  note  is  found  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Smith  to  Generfl  Armstrong,  of  th^  5th 
of  Jane  ^st,  in  which  the  Secretary  says,  that, 

*  as  the  John  Ad^^ms  is  daily  expected*  and  as 

*  yoar  farther  eommunicatioas  by  her  will  better 
'  eaablo  me  to  adapt  to  the  actual  state  of  our. 

*  affairs  with  the  Frenth  Government,  the  obser- 

*  taiions  proper  to  be  made  in.  relation  to  the  seiz- 

*  ore  of  our  property,  Knd  to  the  letter  of  the  Duke 


of  Cfldore,  of  the  14tb  of  February ;  it  is,  by 
the  President,  deemed  expedient  not  to  make,  at 
^  this  time;  any  such  animadversions." 

Let  us  now  see,- Mr.  Cbairmai^  wbetber  these 
decrees  have  been/' so  revoked  or  modified  as  that' 
they  ceased  to  violate  the  ji'eutrlil  commerpe  of 
the  United  States.^    . 

The^e  decrees  have  two  distinct  operations^  the 
seizure  of  our  property,  and  the  subsequent  sale  of 
tb^t  property  ;  and,  without  atlemptiog  to  prove 
a  prppositlon  whjch  appears. seif-evident,  I  sh^U 
take  it  for  granted  that,  if  it  was  an  infringement' 
of  our  lights  to  seize  the  pi>opeiHy,it  is  equally  an 
infringement  of  our  rights  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
fiiA^atio'n  and  sale,  of  such  property.  Nay,  sir,  if 
we  albw  to  the  French  Governmeiit  the  plea  of 
re^liatioU)  the  infringement  of  our  rights  will 
commence  with  the  confiscation  and  sfiTe  of  our 
vessels  after  the  cause  of  retaliation  has  heea  re- 
moved by  us,and'knowh  so  to^e  by  the  Emperor^ 
A  rev^HAHon  or  modification  of  these  decrees,  so 
that  they  should. cease  to  violate  our  fair  com- 
iherce,  therefore,  would  look  as  weH  to  an  indem- 
nity for  the.  past  as  a  securitjr  for  the  future  ^  it 
necessarilv  includes  a  restoration  of  the  property 
already  taken,  as  well  as  an  engagement  against 
future  capturesr  This  appe^rt  to  hav^heen,At 
one  titpe^  the  opinion  of  our  Administration ;  for 
you  will  Ind,  by  recurring  to  the1et|er  from.  Sec- 
retary ^  Smith  to  General  Armstrong,  of  .the  5th 
of  June,  1810,  whioh  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  law 
of  Meyi  the  determination  -of  our  Executive  is 
thus  oude  known:  ^-If,  however,  the  arrange- 
'  men t  contemplated  by  the  law  should  be  accept- 

*  able  to  the  French  Government,  you  wiil  under-^ 
^  stand  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  President  not  to 

^  pfoceed  io  giving  it  effect,  in  case  the  late  seiz< 
^  ure'of  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
^  States  has  been  followed  by  an  absolute  confis- 
^  cation,  aiid/restoration  be  finaMy  refused."  And 
in. the'  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  General  Arm- 
strong, of  the  5ih  of  July,  this  determination  ia  * 
expre^ed  with, added  strength:  "JLs  has  been 
^-heretofore  statexl  to  you, a  satisfactory  provision 
'  for  restoring  the  property  lately  surprised  and 
'seized  by  the  order,  or  at  the  instance  of  the 
'  French  Government,  must  be  combined  with  a 
'  repeal  of  the  Fre oca  edicts,  with  a  view,  to  a 
'  noB-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  ;  suCb  a  pro- 
'  vision  being  aa  imHspensable  evidence  of  t|ie 
'  just  purpose  of  France  towards  the  United 

*  States." 

.Withou&  asking  for  the  evidence  which  the 
President  had  as  to  the  repeal  or  modification  of 
these  decrees,  I  now  put  it  to  the  Committee  wher 
ther  every  member  of  it  is  not  perfectly  convinced 
that  if  any  modification,  or  suspension,  or  repeat, 
has  taken  place,  it  goes  no  farther  than  to  restrain 
future  seizures,  leaving  the  property  already  seized 
to  take  the  coarse  of  coi^fiscation  and  sale  ?  Do 
we  not  know,  that,. in  the  i^onths  of  October  and 
November,  our  vessels  ai^d  merchandise  hav«  been 
brought  under  thfe  hammer  ki pursuance  ,of  those 
deoreesj  apd  have  we  not  lately  seen,  in  pur  pub- 
lic journals,  a  list  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
ships  advertiied  by  thp  French  Government  far 
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M(le  at  Bayonne,  on  the  5tii  of  Decern b«i^  ?  Nmy, 
sir,  the  Bxecutite  wtm  informcdf  before  he  hsaed 
his  proclamelioDj  by  the  jetier  from  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  lo  Geoeral  Armstrobg,  of  tbe  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, 181^,  that,  ^  as  to  the  merebaodise  cofh* 
'  fiscated,  it  haviog  been  oooiSsoated  as  a  measure 

*  of  reprisoi,  the  principles  of  reprisal  must  be  the 

*  law  in  that  afiain''  Words  cannot  be  found 
J  which  would  inore  sattsfaetorily  "^erince  an  in- 
flexible (tetermination"  to  retain  the  property. 
As  the, principles  of  reprisal  are  to  be  the  law,  it 
Allows  that  a  rest^oration  of  the  propeh^r  depctads 
on  the  discretion  of  the  Emperor,  «tad  is  not  to 
be  claimed  by  ns  as  a  matter  of  right,  but  pf  lirvor. 

'^And  what  have  we  to  propose,  according  to  the. 
principles  of  reprisal,  to  obtain  the  restoration  7 
Is  it,  that  we  have  'ftofiered  the  non4nierconrse 
Inw  to  eipii'e  ?  Why,  sir,  this  Inid  taken  place 
long  "before  the  letter  of  'trie  Duke  of  Cadbre.  Is 
,  it  a  restoration,  of  French  property  seized  under 
the  kw  pf  non-intercourse?  This  cannot  lake 
places  because,  in 'truth,  iherife  was  no  auch  seiz' 
«res.  '      ' 

We  will  now  examine  w4^ther  there  has  been' 
'   such  a  revocation 'of , the  Berlin  aad  Milan  de- 
creet as  warranted  the  proclamation.    And  here, 
let  me  k-emark  that,  when  the  President  acted 
under  this  law,  he  was  not  exercising  the  treaty- 
making  power.    He  was  the.  mere  a^ent  pf  the 
Legislature,  and  as  ^ucfa  age^t,^he  was-  copfined 
and  limited  by  his  letter  of  attorney,  the  law« 
He  had  not,  therefore,  as  has  been  'asserted,  a  dis- 
cretion, nor  had  be  anything  to  do  Mfith  conaid- 
erations  of  comity  or  courtesy.    He  was  to  as- 
certain when  there  was  an^  actual  and  practical, 
revocation,  and  then  taake  known  the  tact ;  the 
'  consequences  were  left  with  the  Le|is1ature.    In- 
deed, sir,  this  power  to  .give  publicity  to  a  fact 
mijBrht  have  been  coipmitted  to  one  of  the  6ecre^ 
taries,  or  td^  olerk  in  the  offices,  and  if  it  had, 
we  should  have  smiled  ai  the  suggestion  that  its 
exercise  depended  on  considerations  of  courtesy^ 
Mrv  Chairman,  when  the  proclamation  first  ap- 
peared, my  impression  Mi;as,  and  such,  too,  I  un-. 
derstood  to  be  the  general  impression,  that  the 
President  had  some  document  unknown  to  the 
American  people.     The  letter  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore.  of  rhe  5th  of  August,  was  already  before 
the  public,  but  it  was  not  credited  that  on  this 
letter  the  proclamation  had  been  issued.    Since 
we  have  received  the  Message  the  aubiect  is  at 
restl    It  is  now  kqown  and  atskoowledged  |hat 
the  President  had  not,  and  to  this  moment  has 
not,  any  other  evidence  of  a  revoci(Hott.    Now, 
air,  in  this  letter,  I  see  neither  the  form  nor  the 
.substance  of  a  revocation. 

As  to  form'^it  is  not  accurate  to  say  that,  in  a 
despotic  Government,  like  that  of  France,  they 
have  no  forms.  The  essential  principle  in  a  des- 
potism is,  that  there  should  be  a  power  absolute 
and  beyond  isoiitrol,  an4  whose  will  is  law.  But 
this  willj  to  be  law,  must  be  known  i  and  the 
manner  m  which  this  will  b  promulgated,  h  al- 
ways and  of  necessity,  a  matter  of  form.  NoWj 
^without  referring  to  the  organization .  of  the 
Prench  Qovemment,  we  need  only  advert  to 


knewh  edicts  to  ascertain  the  ibrtria  which  the 
decrees  of  the  "Emperor  appear,  and,  of  eoqnt 
the  repeal  of  his  decrees.  'They  alwaprao  ii 
the  nam^  of  the  Emperor,  and  arettgaed  hf  kia 
Thos^  the  Berlin  decree.^  ^  Napoleoa,  Empefer  of 
the  French  and  King  of  Italy;"  signed,  ''Ntpi- 
leon.**  Th^  Milan  decree,  '*  liapoieQQ,  Bopov 
9f  xheFrench, Ktng.of  Italy, ndPreteetorofik 
ftfieni^fa 'Confederation;"  aimed,  "Napolmi' 
The  Rambouillet  decree,  ^'NapoleoD,  ic^k. 
dbc.,"  signed,  *'  )^ap6leon."  The  *Datf  decreed 
ft  he  l^th  of  September  last,  "Nanoleoo,  Eiipm 
of  the  Trench,  King  of  Italy,  Protettor  of  ik 
Cot^ederatien  of  the  Rhine,  and  Nfediator  of  tk 
Swiss  ConfederatiiKi;"  signed,  '^  Nnpolees."  1 
have  prod«iced  ti^ese  inalanoee,  because  tktjtf- 

r%X  in  the  dofenm^u  on  our  taUf^aodliliil 
may  assume  itasa  fact,  that  th^^Freoeh  k- 
Kirees  all  issue  in  ibis  form.  If  a  coBlrirJpn^ 
tiee  has  prevatkd  in  a  single  case,  I  latf  lit 
for  it. 

.What  is  the  undefsuadingof  the  Freadi«Mrts 

and  officers,  om  this  aubject.    I  have  alreidf  pre 

sented  you  witfa'tbat  part  of  the  letter  of  ikeDue 

of  Cadore,  of  the  5th  of  AnguM,  ia  which  be 

says,  that  ain6e  Cbngreaa  have  retraced  tkeii 

steps,  by  revoking  the  act  of  the  Hist  of  Mack, 

"^France  teno  loAger  interdicted  toth^Aoeri- 

cans."    Now,  sir,  if  this  letter  ia  ia  the  km  aft 

decree,  ft  revokes.or  modifies -th^  RanboaiBet 

decree  equally  with  thoae  of  Berlin  aad  liiiM, 

inasmuch,  as  long  a^  thi  former  eoedaved  ii 

force,  Fraoce  was  interdicted  to  the  Asenetai 

And  yet  we  find,  in  a  letter  of  the  DuktefOi^' 

of  the  .7th  ^ay  of  Se^rtember,  our  Miaiitef  iiq«V' 

ing  "*  Has  the  decree  of  His  Majesty  of  tbe  ttl 

day  of  Marcli  lost  been  reei|lled  ?'    Aad  Gesciil 

Armstrong,  la  his  letter  to  Mr.  SUaiih  ef  tlie  IM 

of  Sep^ember,^  reqaarks,  thai  this  tnaQify''ntf 

<  appear  to  hav^  b^en  usdesa,  after  tbededintia* 

^  that  American  abips  which  will  hersifiertrrife 

^  in  the  p6cts  of  Fraoce  shall  notbesabjeetw^ 

'fiscation;  but  liikdentandi ng from  the CooscHoj 

'  Prises;  that  until  sbme  act  be  taken  wkidi  iM 

*  |he  effect  of  recalling^  by  name^  the  deeteeef  tie 

'  d3d  of  March,  they  must  consider  it  both  no* 

*ist1ng;and  operative,  aad  of  course  biodisfOfM 

« tjjem,^'  he  had  presented  the  suhfject  agaii.    ^ 

Here,  then,  w^  hate  the  opiaioa  of  the  ?«•» 

court  most  known  and  moat  important  to  aj 

the  Court  off  Prizes,  that  the  letter  of  the  Dw»« 

Cadore  is  not  ia  the  form  of  a  decree,  aad -fctsMt 

the  force  and  effect' of  a  decree.    In  additioiK) 

this;  we  have  the  ad  of  aeiiure  of  ihe  brif  IViv 

Orleans  Packet,  6y  the  director  of  the'eo*io»» « 

Bordeaux,  in  December  last,  under  theBeriirsw 

Milan  decrees.    As  the  letter  of  the  Bake  of  W' 

dore  had  bejin  published*  in  France  prior  » tw 

l>eribd,  no  one  will  beliirveihat  if  i<  was la lor« 

of  an  edict  t)f  the  Empire,  the  seiiare  ^^ 

have  been  made. 

But  if  the  contents  of  this  letter  bid  beeo  eo- 
bodied  in  a  formal  act,  would  »*  *«^ /"f**!? 
to  such  a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  JJf 
lin  and  Milan  decrees,  as  that  they  aeaswi  to  vio- 
late our  aeutral  commerce? 
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1  remark^first,  that  the  rerocf  tion.  if  it  be  one, 
-was  a  fotare  and  not  a  present  revocation.  "  Th^ 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and,  after 
the  first  of  Nov^ember,  they  will  cease  to  have  ef- 
fect." Now,  sir, although  there  is  an  affected. oh-- 
scurity  in  this  sentence,  the  intpr^t  is  most  obvi- 
Qos.  As  long  af  a  law  continues  in  openition',  so 
loDg  it  must  beui^repealed,  and  as  these  decrees 
ipvere  to  have  effect  until  the  1st  of  November,  it 
follows,  that  on  no  construction  can  Ihey  be  con- 
sidered as  revoked  until  that  period.  Indeed,  on 
ibis  poiot  the  Duke  of  Cadore  is  quite  explicit  in 
his  letter  to  General  Armstrong  of  the  Tth  of 
September^io  which  he  teljs  him,  that  American 
ressels  arriving,  in  France  befor^  the  first  of  No- 
vember, although  not  liable  to  confiscation,**  will 
be  subjected  to  all  tbe  effects  6f  *the  Berlin  and 
Milaa  decrees."    ^ 

But,  again:  the  Irevocfation,  if  i^y,  wil^ndt  only 
foiure,  but  it  was  alsa  conditional ;.  ^'  it  bein^  un* 
^  derstood,  thatin  consequence  of^this  declaration,^ 
^  (be  English  shall  revoke  their  Orders  id  Council 
'  aod.  re!K)unce  th'^  new  principles  of  blockade,' 

*  which  they  haye  wished  tp  establish,  or  ih'ar^tbe 

*  United  States^  conformably  to  the,  act  you  ba^e 
'just  communicated,  shall  cause  their  rights  to 
'be  respected  by  the  English;"    A  condition-*-a' 

?|ualificatton — a  irestriction..  Is  it  not  obvious, 
rom  the  very  terms  of  the  ietterjtbat  it  contains 
a  condition,  that  the  repeal  is  a  Qualified  one? 
The  words  **  it  being  understood,''  are  not  only 
expressive  of  this,  but  they  are  singularly  ap^o- 
priate.  if  however,  we  were  inclined  to  doubt, 
we  must  be  satisfied  by  the  leuer,  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  to  General  Armstrong,of  September  7.fh  j 
in  which  it  is  said,  that  the  CSmperpr  ^repeiils 
'  his  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  under  the  foti^ 
'  ditions  pointed  ^out  in  my  letter  to  yon  ot^  the 
'6th  of  August."   . 

Our  Ministers^  General  Armstrong  And  Mr. 
PInkney.  appear  to  ))ave  puzzled  theniselves^ 
much  about  ibis  condition,  to  discover  whether  it 
was  a  condition  precedent,  of  a  condition, subse- 
queirt.  Tonie,  sir,  the  idea  of  a  condltioh  sub- 
sequent to  a  repeal,  is  rather  tiovel ;  but  it  may 
nevertheless  be  just.  In  common  undeif  stand  iVi^,^, 
it  is  believed,  that  Whet)  r  law  is  repealed  it  is 
aztinct,  and  irit  be  so,  then  its  appendage,  the  eoii- 
4ition,  would  seem  to  beaten  end  of  course.  But 
in  the  vteW  which  I  an^  abotit  to  take  of  this  sub- 
ject^ it  is  not  necessary  to  settle  this  point,  fis  it 
moit  be  conceded,  that  whether  v^e  carl  the  coh^ 
ditton  a  condition  precedent,  or  a  condition  subse- 
quent, the  same  consequence  will  fallow ;  if  the 
condition- is  not  ccunplied  with,  the  decrees  must  be 
in  force  stUl.  Now,  sir,  it  appears  to  me;  that  tlif 
conditions,  attached  to  this  pretended  or  proposed 
repeal,  are  of  a  nature  which  have  not,  and  ^\\\ 
not  be  complied  with. 

First,  sir,  as  to  the  conditions  on  the  part"  of 
Bnslaod :  TheBnglish  shall  revoke  theirOrders 
in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new  principles  of 
bloclnde  which  they  have  wished  to  establish." 
With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  I  have 
nothing  to  say  either  as  to  'their  justice  or  their 
policy.    Heaven  knows  tfa^y  have  been  to  us, 


from  the  moment  ef; their  indepdon,  sore  evils; 
the  causes  of  great  vexatiod,  enibarrassment,  and* 
losses;  and  I  hope  the  period,  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  oe  no  lonj^er  disturbed  by  them. 
But,,  sir,  1  Wish  to  call  your  particular  attention 
•to  the  otbeir  branch  of  the  condition,  that  relating 
to  blockaded*  We  have  been  so  long  in  the  prac- 
tice, and  justly  Id  the  practice,  of  cbmplaihiojj^  of  • 
paper  blockades,  that  at  the  first  blush  we  are  in-^ 
diiced  to  beKeve^the  condition  relates  to^  them, 
and  to  them  aloi>e.  Are  these  .the  blockades' 
which  are  intended?  Let  the  Emperor  arbd 
Kiriganswer  for  himself.  In  theofficial  note  from' 
'Count  Chtopagnyto  General  Armstrong,  of  tke 
•22d  of  August,  1909,  we '  havfi  this  declaration: 
"  A  place  is  not  trbly  bbtkaded  until  it  is  iavested 
'  by  Hind  avd  by  sea^  it  is  blockaded  to  prevent  it 
'  from  receiving  the  succors  which  niight  retard 
'  it»  lUrrendeTp  It  is  only  then  that  the  right 
•'  of  ]>reventing  neutral  Vessels  frotn  entering  it 
'exists."  But  we  haveMt  under  ^th'e  hand  and 
seal  ot  the  Btnperbr  himself,  what  he  means  by 
the  "  new  principles  of  blockade."  In  the  Bertia^ 
.decree  there  is  an  enmneratiori  of  real  or  pretended 
interpolations,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britaini,  in  the 
la  w  of  natrons :  among  whibh  we  discover  these ; 
"  that  Bkigland  does  not  admit  the  ^ight  of  patioas 

*  as  universally  ackt^owfedged  by  all  civilized  pe^ 

*  P*^r  "^^^  *^^  extends  to  ports.nOt  fortified,  to 
hiarbors  and  noiouths  of  rivers,  the  Nght  of  blode- 


pons, 
'^  decree  shall  be  considered  as  the  fupdamen- 
^  tal  law  of  the  Empire,  until'  England  bas'ac* 
'  knowledged  that  the  rights  of  war  aref  th^  samt^ 
•  on^hind  as«t  sea"-— "^and  until  the  right  of  block- 
'  ade  be  restrained  to  fortified  places  aetaahy  in- 
'vested  by  copQpettnt  forces.*^   . 

There  ^caa  be  no  misunderstanding  on' this  sab-  . 
ject.  The  Enrperor  offers  to  eive  up  his  Berihd 
and  Mftaa  decrees,  if  the  British  will  renounce 
their  new  system  of  blockade;  and  in  these  very 
decrees  he  explains  what  he  means  by  this  new 
system;  that,  besides,  paper  bh>ckad'es, "it'  is  the 
attempt  (o blockade  the  motnhs  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors and  ports  not  fortified.  Now,  sir,  I  Will  ad- 
mit, if  we  could  brerail  dn  Great  Bntaia  and 
France  thas  to  limit  the  ri^t  of  blockfltfe,  it 

'  would  add  much  to  our  secartty  at'  h6me ;  for  a$ 
we  have  ao  fortified  plac^,  although  we  may 
bare  places  with  fortifications,  it  would  follow 

\  that  We  should  never  be  subject 'to  a  blockade.  * 
Bat  is  it  trUe  that  according  to  the  usages  of^ 

^  nations  this  is  a  novel  system,  or  one  now,  fdr 
the  first  lime^  pat  in  a^  bf  the  British"?  Or  xa 
it  believed,  that  a  nation  like  Englaad;  whose 
effective  force  for  offence  and  defence  is  a  mari- 
time fOr'ce^  can  or  oaght  to  subscribe  tp  a  System 
of  blockade  wl)lch  confines  its  exercise  and  right 
t6  "fortified  places  actually  invested?^  What 
would  be  ihe  effect  of  such  a  system  ia  the  pres- 
ent w^r?  France  has  surely  not  to  apprehend 
aa  invasion  from  England;  and  if  |my  of  the 
commercial  places  oa  her  extensive  coasts  are 
fbrt;fted,  the  fortifications  may  be  jdismantled  or 
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destroyed  with  gr^t  safety,  ^s  soob  as  this  is 
doDe  they  become '*  harbors  and  ports  not  fori i- 
fied,"  aod  hava  DO  longer  toapprehtnd  anyip- 
coaveoieDce  from-  the  pressure  of  a  naval  force. 
Is,  it  .not  obvipus  that  EDgland  wili'  not  comply 
with  her  f>art-of  fhe  condition,  and  that  th^  £fm- 
peror  never  expected  that  she  would  } 

As  to  the  conditioi^s  on  thei  part  ox  this  coun- 
try—*'*  The  yniled  States,  conformably  to  the' 
act  you  hare  jpst  communicated, shall; causae  their 
rights  to  be  f e^pected.^  What  rights,  Mr.  Chair- 
jaaii?  The'r^'ght  of  not- being  vexed  or  endan- 
gered by  pciper  blockades  ?  Yes,  sir^  and  moxe ; 
the  right  of  not  being  interrupted  in  a  cooimer- 
cial  intercourse  with  cities  situated  on  rivers,  as 
Antwerp  for  instance;  or  to  carry  on  a  free  trjade 
with. all  -the  Continental  ports  and  harbors  bot 
fortified,  (although  the  whole  ^British  .navy  mt^ 

.  be  cruising  at  (he  mouth  of  .the  riv^r,  or  in  si^rht 
of  the  port;.  But  we  have  a  further  deolarktioji 
of  neutral  rights  which^  the  French  Emperor 
eays  he  will  allow  when  France  has  a  marine 
proportioned  to.  the  extent  of  her  coasts  aod  her 
population,  and  which,  so  long  as  the  British 
shall  comtinue  to  be  masters  of  the  sea,  he  in«^s 
we  shall  claim  and  exercise*  Thus,  in  the  note 
from  Count  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong, 
of  the  22d  of  August,  1609,  "  France  admits  tlTe 
'  princijde  th^t  the  flag  covers  the  piercjiandise. 
'  A  merchant  vessel,  sailing  with  aU  the  QeCessary 
^  ^pers  from  its  uovernment,  is  a  floating  colony. 
^  To'do  violence  to  such  a  vessel  by  vmto,  by 
^.searcheSf  and  by  other  acu  of  an  arbitrary  ao- 
f  thorily,  is  to  violate  tha  terxiiory  of  «  eolonys 

\'  ^  This  is  to  ipfringe  on  the  independence  of  its 
'  Government.''   In  other  wor4s,  the  flag  is  to  pro-' 

*  tect  the  property,  a£d  search  isi  not  to  be^permit-- 
ted.  I  praf  you,  sir^  to  bekr  in  mind,jhat  since 
the  formarion.of  this  Government  and  undctr 
eiery  Administiation,  the  right  of  blockading, 
bv  an  actual  present  and  efficient  foroe.  ports  aiui 

*  places  not  Ibrtifled  j  the  right  of  sear^in  ^nd  the 
principle,  that  enemy  property  is  not  protected 
by  the  character  of  the  vessel,  has  been  recog<> 
iused  or  conceded. 

But  how  are  we  to  cause  these  rights  tobe  re«* 
spected?  By  putting  in  force  the  jien-importa- 
tiOB  l^W?  Suppose  4he  British  should  not  be- 
lieve themselves  excessively  injured-  by  this.mea« 
s^re;  that,  in  fact,  it  operated  to  their  adi^iEinta^e^ 
and  we  are  suflered  to  brjng  oa  premature  decay 
and  old  age,  hy  this  politif^  qMackery.  Woujd 
this  iatiafy  the  fimperor?  No,  iir..  He  would 
toon  tell  ua  that  we  had  not  caqsed  our  rigl^ts  to 
^  be  respected.  It  is  idle  to  believe  thai  be  wiU 
deem  the  noa^importation  a  compliance  with  bis 
condition ;  nor,  to  me,  does  his^  language  convey 
this  idea.  We  are  to  pppose,  or  declare  ourselves 
against  the  British,  and  in  the  apirit  of  our  law 
and  of  Jiis  declaration,  we  are  to  cause-our  rights 
to  be  respected^  not  by  self-destroying  measures, 
but  by  actual  force  and  open  hostility,  if  the 
English  nation  will  not,  without  it,  subaeribe  to 
the  terms  which  have  been  presented  to  it.  Re- 
collect the  history  of  our  embargo  and  fprmer 
non-intercour^fe,   the    propositions  made  under 


them  by  out  Government  to  the  French  Govern* 
m^nt,  and  how  thiese  propositions  were  i^eceived, 
and  you  will  be-sati^ea  of  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  present  condition. 

Aud.  now,  let  me  ask,  whether  we  are  prepared 
for.  thes^  conditions?  Whether  we  believe  in 
iEiH  the  rights  which  the  French  Emperor  con- 
descends to  claim  for  us  from  the  British,aithoiigh 
he  wiU-not  admit  them  himself?  And,  whether 
w6  are  prepared  to  go  to  war  for  them  ?  To  me 
the  oonditioh^  both  on  the  part  of  this  countrv 
>aiid  Great  JBritain,  appear  inadmissible.  At  all 
events,  I  think  that  the  President,  before  he  aeted 
on  a  proposition  so^  loose  and  gen^rai^  which  ad- 
mits of  so  much,  doubt;  and  c^n,  by  fair  construc- 
tion, be  earrjed  to  such  extra vaga^nt  lengths,  ought 
to  hareasked  and  received  explanatioas  and  par- 
ticulars. 

,  But  it.'may  be  said  ihat  the  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Cadore,  ii  not  It^lf  a  decree,  is  evidence  that 
there  is  a.  rescinding  decreed  To  mv^mind,  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  has  internal  marks  to  the  contrary; 
but  without  troubling  the  Committee  with  any 
further  comments  on  the  letter,  hob8erve,'tkat 
viewing' it  as  a  mere  matter  of  evidence,  it  may 
be  fortified  or  explained  by  other  erideoce.  I 
have  already  read  to  you  parts  of  the  letters  from 
Secretary  Smith  to  Qeneral  ArQa;StFoi;^y  of  the 
5th  of  June  'and;the  5tb  of  July,  which  declare 
the  determination  of  the  President  not  to  carry 
the  non-intercourse  law'iato  efleet  against  Eng- 
laiid,  unless  Fraace  notoaly  revoked  her  decrees, 
but  restored  our  sequestered  property.  We  are 
to  presume  that  our  Mioistisr  made  known  this 
determination ,  to  thb  French  Courts  as  it  was 
hb  duty  so  to  do.  NoW,#iththi>  declaration  before 
him^  Is' it  to  be  credited  that  the  Bmperor  would 
revoke  his  decrees,  when  he  was  gi^ven^  to  undei^ 
stand  that  the  revocation  t^ould  lead  to  no 'result 
on  ours  part,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  rafoase  oar 
^operty?  Is- it  not  obvious,  from  this  circum- 
stance alone,  that  the  letter  is  a  mer^  |»ropositioa 
in  answer  lo  the  one  made  by  our  Gorernmenti 
expressive  of  the  views,  and  stating  the  terms  oa 
which  the  Emperor  would  revoke? 

Again,  sir,  we  have  the  letter  of .  Mr.  Rasiell 
*tO  Secretary  Smithy  of  the  ll.th  of  December, 
1810,  informing  o<ir  Government  that  the.  brig 
j^ew:  Orleans  Packet  had  been 'seized  at  Bordeaux 
a  few  days  before,  under  the  Berlin  and  Milaa 
d^reea,  by  the  director  of  the  cusiioms..  And  we 
have  had  communicated  to  us,  by  the  Preatdeat, 
the  note  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duk6  of  Cadore, 
of  the  10th  of  Pecember,  stating  this  seizure  to 
have  beeii  made  tinder  the  decrees,  and  ^rinz 
an  additional  fapt,  that  the  cAe  of  this  vessel 
was  the  first  which  b^d  occurred  after  the  first 
•of  November,  to  which  the  decrees  could  he  ap- 
plied. As  this  seizure  was  made  under  the  de- 
crees, it  shows  the  impression  in  Ifrante  to  be, 
that  they  still  ara  existing  and  in  force;  and  the 
evidence  is  the  stronger,  a^  coming  from  the  cus- 
tom-house of  one  of.^he  principal  trading  towns, 
where  surely  the  revocation  must  have  ^en  offi* 
ciaUy  know^,  if  it  had  taken  place.  I  am  aware 
it  is  said  that  Mr.  Rasaeli  must  hav^  been  aisia- 
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forned  as  to  tbe  cause  of  tho'seizote,  oc  that  the, 
custom-house  office^  mistootc  his  duty.  .  Bui  as 
toiK>lh  of  these  sagg^tioos,  I  will  only  remlDU 
yoa  of  the  silence  of  the  Frenoh  Government. 
Tfate- remonstrance  of  Mr.  Russell  was  banded  to 
tbe  Preoch  Mioisl^r  on  the.  10th  of  Decemher, 
and  the  vessel  which  bore  the  despatches,  brought 
Paris  aceooBts  to  the  27th  of  December,  and  did 
not. leare'FraDce  until  the  1st  of  Janoary.  If 
Mr«  Russell  liad  any  e^pkuiaMon  or  answer  ijroin 
the  J^reitcfa  Ooyernflient,  it  would  have  been 
cooEiiBUBiealed  to  us,  but  he  had  none.  The' 
sOeoce  of  the  French  Minister  is  equal  to  an 
express' sQ^rnlancB  of  the*  act  of  the  cnstom* 
boose  officer,  and  i?  an  admission  that  the  decrees 
have  not  been  revolceii.      '  ^ 

Bat,  wiriiooi  moitiplyiw  p^oofi^,  I  will  content 
isy self  with  reC^ring  the  Commitlee  to  a  Ffteneh 
Biate  paper,  the  rejiort  of  Chatnpagny,  Duke  of 
Cadone,  Minister  of  Foteim  Relations)  to  His 
Mi^jesty  the  Eaperor  and  King^  4^t<ed  itt  Paris, 
(to  3d  of  Deoember«  1610.  aji  it  appears  in  the 
Aurora  of  the  1st  of  this'  moi^th.  la  ih\s  report  < 
we  hare  the fottb wing  reniarkable  passages:-^ 
"Tke  orders  issued  hy  the  British'  Council  had 
'  orertiuned  the  lavs  of  the  commerce  of  the 
'  world...  England,  whose  existence  is  wholly  at* 

*  tiMsJi^  to  comfflsearce,  th(}s.  cast  disorder  among 
'..the  comjDierce  of  nations :  she  ^as .  torn  from  if 
'  e^ery^ privilege;  •  The,  decrees , of  Berlin  atod 
'«Mlhitt  repelled  these  monstiOus^  novelties."—- 
"  Sire,  as  Ung  as  England  sb^U  -persist  In  her 
^Orders  in  Council,.yonr  Majesty  will  persist  in 

*  yoar  decrees.  Your  A^ajesty  will  oppose  to  the 
'  tdoekade  of  the  43oasts  tb'e  .Continental  blo6k- 

*  ade,  and  |o  the  pillage  on  the  seas,  the  confisca^ 

*  tion  of  English  i^eiehandise.  upon  lllie  Contl- 
<  DeoL  It  is  my  duty  to  say  to  yqur  A^ajiestv, 
'  your  Majesty  cannot,  henceibilh,  hope. to  recall 
^  your  enemies  to  more  oioderate  Meas  otherwise 

*  thaB>  by  yoar  pertfeveraoee  in.  this  system ."-*- 
Theae^nassaM  leave  nothing  for  inference  ^  they 
are  fall  and  explicit.  The  Berlin  ai^d  Milan. 
deerees  are  tiot  onlf  unrevoked,  but  they  will 
Xfouau  to  until  the  English  Orders  in  Council 
are  withdrawn. 

WUl  getitlemea  yet  say,  after  this  daOining 
l^rooT,  that  th^  is  aot  erideace  of  the  existence 
of  the  decrees'';  that  on  the  Birst  dty  of  Norembec 
they  ecased  to  vioiaie,'in  practice  and  in  princi- 
ple ottr  neQtral  commerce !  if  they  are  not  now 
satisfied,  I  beg  to.  kpow  what  will  satisfy  jiheml 
Afe  we  .to  wait  until  His  Majesty,  in  person  or 
by  peoty,  gives  6ur  Administration  a  foroMtl 
■edce  that,  they  hare  oiisteken  his-  intention? 
bitaeeordiag  to  the  modern  assffes  o(  natiops, 
^er  the  custom  df  our  great  and  good  friend,  lo  give 
"such  notice  1  No,  sir,  the  notice  you  will  receive 
will  be  the  capture,  and,  if  aot  the  condemnation, 
the  ketpittgoryour  property  i  alMithat  notice  you 
already  have.  It  wiU  be  strong  complaints 
against  the  British  Ordera  in  Council,  and  bitter 
taunts  against  neutrals  for  submitting  to  them; 
thoae  you  also  have.  ,  ItxadnpT,  and  it  ought. not 
to  be  concealed,  the  decrees  are  not  withdrawn. 
Whether  doubts  existed  whan  th«  prodaaatioa 


issued,  they  meat  now  be  remev^ ;  and  we  ought 
to*  adopt,  measures  to  rid  the  people  speedily  from 
the  oppressive  weight  of  this  incautious  act  of  tiie 
Executive. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  remains  still  one  view  to 
be  iaken  of  this'subject.  '  It  is  said  that  we  b^ve 
made  a  contract  with  France,  which  io  good  faith 
we  are  bound  to  fulfil :  that  in  consideration  of  a 
repeal  of  tbe  French  decrees,  we  have  covenanted 
and  agreed  with  the  Emperor  to  resume  tbe  nen* 
imporu(tion  systejmwith  Great  Britain,  and  are 
not  at- liberty  to  vary  thisassamptroo,  on  our  part, 
in  any  particular..  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  examine  • 
this  curious  proposition :  but  are  its  advocates 
aware  of  its  extent  ?>  The  law  of  Mav  is  without, 
Hmitatiott,  and  if  it  has  fastened  itself  on  Qreat 
Britai IK  there  is  qo  provision  for  taking  it  off, 
even  if  that  nUtion  should  ky  herself  at  our  feet 
to  gain  our  fayor.  In  the  spirit  of  this  ne;w  kw 
of  conrraets,-  the.  nen-i^ereourse  beoomerperpet- 
tial,  unless  the  Emperor  sh^ll  be  graciously 
pleased  totelea«e  us  from  .our  engagement.  But, 
admitting  that  otr  hinds  in  any  case'  might  be 
tied,  they  ban  only  be  so  when  good  faith  is  pre* 
served  towards  u&j  the  contract  surely  oriist  be 
binding  on* both  parties,  or  ofh.nieitben  Now, sir, 
fro^i  tbe  papers  "with  which  the  Executive  has 
furnished  ^us,  it  appj^rs,  that  the  promise  of  the 
Emperor  was  broWn  at  the  very  tnoment  when 
made. ,  .  ■- 

We  deem  our^lv.es  jpjured  by  the  Orders  in 
Council;  und  why? ^because,  they  restrict  our 
coinmeree  with  the  Pontinebt.  But  lor  that,  this 
country,  considered  as  a  neutral  country,  is  not 
interested- in  the(ii.  To  rid  xTursefves  of  these 
orders,  wehaye  recourse  to^a  variety  of  expedients, 
and  froally,  settle  down  in  a  non-importatton  with 
Edgknd.  dut  if  it  should  happen  that  by  tb^ 
regolatioai  of  the  contipental  Powers  themselves 
we  are  deprived  of  such  trade,  what  interest  have 
we  then  t6  oppose  ourselv.es  to  these  orders? 
Suppose  a  case :  we  ^make  a  contract  with  the 
Emperor  which  has  for  i^  objeet  the^removal  of 
the  orders  and  a  ftee.commeree  with  France;  but 
after  the  contract  i?  made,  the  Emperor  himself 
interdicts  the  trade ;  is  the  eontraet  still  binding  ? 
And  yet  this  is  precisely  our  situation.  If  the 
Eiiglish,  by  their  orders  and  blockade^,  formerly 
kept  us  from  the  Continent,  the  French  hare  now 
taken  their  place* 

Look  ^t  the  state  of  your  connnerce  with  the 
Continent  iMder  the  recent  French  regulations. 
General  Turread,  in  his  ktter  to  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  27th  of  November,  1810,  says,  tha(  certificates 
of  origin  can  only  be  given  to  American  vesseU 
loaded  with  the  produce  xof  the  United  States^ 
and  destined  for  a  port  in  France.  Again,  in  his 
letter  of  the  12th  of  December,  1810,  tbe  General 
says,  thai  the  im^rtation  rnto.Fjranee  of  cotton 
anji  tohiCco,  are  specially  prohibited  ;  but  in  his 
letter  of  December  25th,  1810,  be  observes,  that 
by  his  despatcl^  of  the  Isc  of  July.  22d  and  30ih 
of  August,  cotton  may  be  imported  into  Frahce 
in  American  vessels;  and  undir  certain  regula- 
tions. And  what  are  these  r^ulations  ?  You  wiU 
find  them,  sir,  io  the  French  decrees  of  the  9th 
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of  July,  1810,  aiDttxed  to  )iu  correspondenoe: 
^  Thirty  or  forty  American  vesseU  may  Hnport 
into  France  (aoder  license)  cotton,  fish,  oil,  dye- 
wood,  salt-fish,  cod-fish,  hides,  and  pehry."  "  they; 
eao  only  depari  froia  Charleston  a^  New  YorJt." ' 
Thus,  then,  according  to  expkinations  of  tlie 
French  Minister  in  this  couatry,  we  are  hy  the 
Emperor  excluded  from  all  the  ports  of  the  Cqq* 
tinent  except' V ranee ;  for  we  well  know  that 
withobt  a  certificate  of  origio,  our  property  would 
be  liable  to  seizure.  We  can  carry ,^eYen  to  Franoei 
but  Yew  articles,  aikl  tiiose  of  oqr:own  growth, 
and  are  thus  deprived  of  a  trade  in  coloonl  pro- 
duce, t^hfaough  it  may  comie  from  couii tries  friend- 
ly to  Ihe  Empire,  «nd  have  been  ftudy  stamped 
with  an  American  ob«racter.  And  of.  the  iittle 
which  we  -are  allowed  to  take^  the  greater  part 
must  go  tjrom  privileged  pkeesaad  under  Freuob 
lieenees. 

But  this  is  Dot  all.  At  the  very  time  witen^h^ 
Duke  of  Oad^e  was  writinr  bis  smooth,  bi^  ie- 
sidious  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  a  diser^  of 
dtities  was  prepared  and  i^Qedj,  whibb  is  virwali/ 
a  prohibition  to  carry  even,  by  license.  0;i  this 
very  fifth  day  of  August,  a  list  of  duties  was  sent 
to  the  French  oustOm-bjOuses,  by  whiebkyn^ staple 
cotton  is  pat  at  eij^b^y. peats  ifaio  poun'd,  other  eot^ 
ton  sixty  cents,  and  tobacco  forty  cents.  On  »be 
18tb  of  September,  1810,  we  have  another  dtity' 
decree,  by  which  Amerr9an  potash  is  charged 
with  ab^t  one  hundred  and  .twenty-five  dollars 
the  ton,  codfish  two  dollars  the  hundred  pounds, 
and  American  rieefour  dollars  the  hundred.  Is  it 
possible  for  Us,  under  these  regulations,  to  carry 
on  a  com«fierce  witb  the  Continent ^  Surely^not. 
I  am  awnre„  tKntmfew  privileged  «hips,furnishcd 
with  imperial  licenses',  have  mad^  to(ertble  Voy- 
ages, and  some  small  ncimber  ^^  under  liceaee/' 
and  .by  i^eeial  permissioi^  of  fils.  Majesty  Vbe 
Biitiperor  itnd  fling,  roay^  Vet  succeed  ;  bdt  ibises 
a  trade  not  belonging  to  us  but  to  France,  and  let 
France  look  to  U.  And  yet,  afteir  setfing  all  thus 
we  are  this  day  seriously  debatingon  the  eattent  of 
our  obligation  to  the  Qmperor^  We  h4ve  bockled 
on  the  nob-importation,  and  insist  on  cnrlrying. 
the  load,  although  we  are  tottering'at  every  step 
with  its  oppressive  weight,  and  all  this  because  the 
Bmperor  has  suSened  hi^  Minister  to  wrjte  uf  a 
notefull.of  proie^itms- which  .mean  n^thing^  and 
promises  which  are  not  to  be  performed. 

Why,  then,  sir,  su&r  the. present  state  of  things 
;o  exist  ?  Wny  permit  it  to  be  believed  for>a  mo- 
ment that,  for  socji  causes  as  I  have  recited,  m 
non- intercourse  is  m  force  against  Great  BrtlaiA  ? 
Are  gentlMien  so  wedded  to  the  restrictive  sys« 
tein,  notwithstanding  our  dear-bought  experienee: 
that  they-are  anxious  again  to  iravel  the  round 
of  measures  which  proved  so  disastrous  to  this 
country  1  Are  we  to  have  agnin  in  saceession  n 
non^imporution,^n  embargo,  a  forcing  enabargo, 
and  a  non-intercourse?  I  think  this  Was- the  or- 
der in  which  we  proceeded*  And  why  all  this? 
Is  it  because  by  it  we  shall  injure  Great  Britain 
or  benefit  ourselves?^  If  the  former  is  a  legiti^ 
mate  object,  as  some  seem  to  believe,  te  be  nn* 
eeasiogly  pursued,  no  matter  at  what  expense  of 


property  or  character,  nre  we  quite  euro  (JMt.thii 
IS  the  meatis  of  doing  it  ?' 

If  our  merchants  are  not  allowed  to  import  as 
well  ap  export,  they  will  be  driven  to  abanden 
the  ocean;  fqr  no  cargo  wbich  they  eaa  make 
npwiU  be^r  the  donble' freight  uf  the  omward 
and  hooneward  voyage,  .'Which  it  mast  do  if  the 
vessel  is  to  retorn  empty.  This,  aecording  to  the 
law,  is  to  be  the  case  as  jt  respects  JSngiaad.  As 
it. regards  the  p^rts  of  the^Coocinent  nader  Prenck 
rule,*  the  joint  operation  of  the  British  Orders  ia 
Ooctncil,  and  the  new  French  anti-eooinaereial 
regtilations,  w^ll  pat  an  end  lo'^ear  trade  there,  at 
least  a  direec  trade.  Do  we  not  then  in  adopting 
this  syvtem  giye  up,  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
world  .to  Great  Britain?  .  fiv^en  yoof  ewa  pnK 
ducts- will  find  tbeii^  wny  to  market  in  Bckish 
bottORis;  for  tbotigh  yon  may  preve.at  fiagliih 
vessels  from.  enteFih|^<yo«r  pofrts,  you  eaas^  pro- 
hibit their  approaching  your  coasts  or  takieg  ia 
cargoes  at  ptaees  whicji  do  not  heloBg  te  yea. 
As  to  theicgb^dsj  they  wiU  get  t»to  tl^  icohatrf 
as  long  as  there  is  a  dediand  for  them,  ^aocwiih* 
standing'  any  mdastires  whieh  ,yoa  naajr  adopc 
Bot.wUhoni  examinmg  theefibcts  of  the  lestru- 
tive  system' in' all  its  beahng  towards  Gkeat  Bn^ 
tain,  iet  me  say  that  I  /uUy  eaood^  with  ooy  hoar 
orable  colleague  on  th.r,ojther  eide  of-  the  |ionac^ 
(Mr.  MiTOniLL,)  ih  the  jretUfirks  he  tnada  a  few 
dftys  since  on  t^e  inefficiency  of  thi^  system  ta 
coerce  foreign  ^Powers^  and  the  ,neeessk]r'  cdf  a 
speedv  ^bandonmeat  of  it«  In  one  reapte%  how- 
ever, I  differ  frpm  him^  I  mean  in  the  opiaiaa 
heseetns  to*entertain  of  tl^e  Embargo,  aadastkia 
is  apart  and  paroel  oi*  the  restrictive  ay siem,  one 
to  which  odr  present  law  seems  to  poiQt,  and  oa 
which  we  may  bc^JK^on  ealled  nfvonto  act.  I  shaU 
a«k  the  indtttgeoo^  of  the  Cominittee  white  I  sab- 
mit  a  few  remarks.  *       . 

My  coUea^e,  Mr.  Chairman,  professea.Cf  be- 
lieve that  if  ihe  embargo: had  not  been  Voken, 
and  had'  been  ptersisted*  in  a  iew,iiiaiiths  ioager^ 
it  wo^ld  haveaiccomplished  its  object ;  we  sheglld 
have  hAd  the  British  lion  crouching  at  a^r  Icety 
willing  to  i^eede  te  any  termf  to  proloBf  bis  mEr 
istence,  which  it  seems  would  have  dep^ided  em 
oar  wilKnnd  pleasuve.  This  is,  iadned  to  dmw 
a  iattering  picture  of  our  powe>  aa$i-  of  o«r  eea- 
sequen^e.  What  Boaaparte^  with  hie  mUlMW  <d 
soldiers  and  his  scores  of  priaaea  aad  Itiofa,  has 
not  been  ab4e  to  eflS^ct  after  years  oTw^r,  we  eaa 
do  by  a  little  bit  of  fNiper  tn^rked  wkh  atraaae 
characters  by  ^he  Clerk  of  this  Hease..  •  TlMs  is» 
indeed)  a  great'  discovery,  a^d  its  isveodiw  de* 
8erveS-*-a  place  in  our  Pateat  Office. '  I^  how^ 
ever,  the.oharm  will  be  broken  when  the  enahafgo 
is  evaded,  I  am  afraid  it  will  detract  firom  iba 
merit  of  the  diseovery ;  ibr  as  eeruttilf  as  Tsm 
pass  your  restrictive  laws,  as  certataly  wilt  thef 
be  evaded,  and  that  too  by  /rieada  and  by  fiiea. 
They  will  press  hard  oa  smne,  who,  from  aeeee 
sity,  and. will  hold  oht  temptations  to  others,  wko, 
frdm  cupidity,  will  break  through  them. 

But,  sir,,  it  appears  to  me  that  however  inoao- 
venient  or  injurious  theembargo  might  have  bees 
to  Gf  eat  Biitaia,  and  iaeonvenient  and  iajariooa  it 
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eerfainly  wa^,  it  <^ak(  not,  as  it  did  Dot.  coerce  that 
nation.  To  have  this  effect,  a  commercial  ioter- 
eoorse  with  these  UiTited  States  must  not  only  be 
necessary  to  the  weli-beiog,  but  to  the  verv  exist- 
ence of  Knglaud.  Does  aoy  roan  realty  believe, 
that  if  this  country  should  be  absolutely  destroyed 
by  soihe  convulsion  of  nature/ or  become  a  prov- 
ince of  the  Great  Empire,  that  Britain  would 
therefore,  aad  for  that  cause  alone,  go  down? 
Do  we  not  kuow,  that  England  existed  with  al- 
most its  present  population  before  tliis  country 
"Was  discovered  ?  and  is  it  dot  cercain^that  even 
in  our  own  times  she  lived  through  a  war  wrth 
ns,  lltbough  we  then  bad  no  eommeroiai  inter- 
course with  her?  Can  you  believe,  that  the  em* 
bmrgo  was  more  oppressive  to  Great  Britain, 
irhose  eommeree  and  resources  ft  affected  but 
partially,  than  tons,  whose  commerce  fit  destroyed 
totally  7  In  truth,  the  period  when  the  embargo 
ffnumd  most  balrdly  on  England,  was  when  It 
commenced  its  operation.  She  was  suddenly  cut 
off  from  the  supplies  which  this  country  had  af- 
forded her,  and  our  market  for  her  manufactures 
was  closed  against  heu  She  had  to  seek  new 
▼eots  for  her  goods^and  to  search  in  other  places 
for  raw  itaaterials.  The  longer  you  kept  on  your 
embargo,  the  less  she  must  have  been  affected 
by  it. 

With  all  her  privations,  is  it  not  certain  that 
KogUnd  derived  some  positive  advantages  from 
our  embargo  ?    As  id  polfiics  and  legislation^,  one 
fact  is  at  any  time  worth  two  theories,  I  will 
mention  one  or  two  circumstances.    We. haver 
beard  moch  in  this  country  of  the  scarcity  of 
sold  in  England,  and  know  that  the  House  of 
Commons  raised  a  bullion  commrttee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  this  scarcity.    This  committee 
made  a  report,  which  has  since  been  published^ 
eoolaittiBg  amon^  other  things,  a  statement  of 
the  testimony  delivered  before  them ;  and  I  wish 
to'  call  your  attention  to  the  deposition  of  Mr. 
Hughan,  a  West  India  merchant.    Be  sHys,  that 
the  exchange  between  Jamaica  and  England,  for 
the  twd  last  years,  hat  uniformly  been  very 
high  IB  favor  of  finfgland  ;  at  one  time,  for  bills 
mt  ninety  days  sight,  it  was  at  twenty  per  <;ent., 
and  was  then  (1810)  at  ten  per  cent,  above  par; 
and  declares,  that  the  principal  cause  for  this 
high  exchange,  is  the  great  export  of  munufae- 
tvres  through  that  channel  for  tne  Spantsk  settle- 
menu  in  Cuba  and  the  Main.    He  states  that 
a  coosiderahie  part  of  the  supply  of  numuftactured 
goods  now  (lirniihed  to  the  Spanish  colonies  from 
Jamaica,  used  formerly  to  be  furnish^  from  the 
United  States;  and  that  one  very  powerful  and 
the  most  powerful  catise  of  this  change  wak  the 
operation  of  the  Amerban  embargo.    Mr.  Irving, 
the  inspector  general  of  the  customs,  also  gave 
testimony,  and  produced  a  statement  of  imports 
and  exports.    In  these  tables,  I  turn  to  the  ex- 
ports to  Jamaica  fo^  two  years,  1804  and  1809^ 
and  discover  tbisit  the  official  value  of  those  in  the 
former  year  is  £4,096,193  sterling,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter £8,755 103 ;  makini^  a  difference  in  favor  of 
the  latter  of  £4658,997  sterling.    As  Mr.  Irvinr 
says  that  the  official  valuation  was  fixed  in  1696, 
lltbCoM.  3dS£S8.^30 


since  when  there  has  been  no  alteration,  and  that 
the  difference  between  the  oQcial  and  the  actual 
value  of  British  manufactures  in  1809,  appears  to 
have  been  froib  forty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.,  we 
must  add  to  the  excess  £2,329,498,  making  it  £6,- 
988,495  sterling;  or  upwards  of  thirty^one  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  ' 

Now,  sir,  you  will  find,  by  recurring  to  the  com- 
mercial report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
28th  February,  1806,  that,  takinsr  the  average  of 
the  year84d02, 1803^  and  1804,  (and  I  go  back  to 
ibose  years,  because  it  was  before  the  commence- 
ment of  our  restrictive  system.)  our  anaual  im- 
ports from  the,  domlniotis  of  Qreat  Britain,  in 
Europe,  amounted  to  twenty-seven*  millions  roar 
htrn^red  thousaf^d  dollars.  And  will  gentlemen 
yet  say,  that  the  embargo  would  have  ruined 
England,  if  it  had  been  continued  1  If  she  could 
exist  with  an  American  exportation  of  twenty- 
seven  millions,,  she  surely  may  with  thirty-one 
millions.  Are  we  still  confident  that  "our  embar- 
go has  been' productive  of  no  advantage  to  Great 
Britain  1  By  onr  oommercial  restrictions,  we  have 
cramped  the  enterprise  of  ouir  merchants,  and 
drawn  themrfromaaeld  which  must  produce  a  rich 
harvest  to  those  who  cultivate  it.  I  ha  veon  a  former 
occasion,  observed  that  Spanish  A  meHca  would 
soon  afford  a  free  and  open  commerce,  which  would 
of  itself  satisfy  all  our  wants,  aild  be  equal  to  all 
our  wishes.  The  value  of  this  commerce  is  felt 
by  the  English,  and  they  now  have  it.  We,  on 
the  contrary,  by  our  schemes  of  non-intercourse, 
and  double  duties,  and  navijration  laws,  not  only 
leave  them  in  the  possession,  but  prevent  our 
merchants  from  entering  the  lists  with  them. 
Nay^  as  if  apprebensive  that  at  at  aome  future 
time  these  prospects  might  be  too  tempting  for 
odr  people^  we  nave  lately  taken  paitos  to  raise 
the  prejudices  of  the  Spaniards  against  us,  by  de- 
claring ourselves  the  owners  of  oneof  their  prov- 
inces, and  marching  an  armed  force'to  take  pos- 
session cf  it. 

One  farther  fact .  What  has  been  the  effect  of 
the  embargo  and  the  other  restrictive  laws  on  the 
British  Provinces  to  the  north  of  us?  Let  the 
merchants  of  the  trading  towns  of  the  Hudson 
answer  yon.  Before  the  embargo,  the  Canadas 
were  in  a  sickly  state;  they  are  now  healthy  and 
fiourishing.  Formerly.theirchief  trade  was  with 
the  Indians,  and  for  furs;  now,  they  are  rivals  in 
four  own  business,  with  your  most  comtnercial 
States.  Wbile  our  capital  and  enterprise  have  been 
decreasing,  theirs  have  been  increasing;  and  in 
pro(>ortion  as  our  trade  has  been  hampered  and 
diminishing,  the  commerce  of  the  British  Pro- 
vinces has  been  fosibred  >and  extending  itself. 
Their  population  and  wealth  and  imporunce  have 
been  wonderfully  advanced  by  o^r  restrictive 
taws.  There  is  no  deception  in  this,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. Many  uf  the  leading  towns  in  the  interior 
of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  will  be  ifty  witnesses.  Ask  their  mer- 
chants why  they  are  idle  and  about  to  remove, 
and  tliey  will  answer  yon  that  you  have  driven 
their  customers  and  (heir  business  to  Canada,and 
U..t  .he,  mol  follow  .h,«..(H^I^|o^p.« 
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this  subject  firiher,  aod  I  have  merely  adverted 
to  these  ^aels  (o  show,  that  if  Great  BritaiD  will 
be  injured  by  our  restrictive  laws,  she  may  also 
be  benefited. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  Don-importation 
or  non-intercourse  sysceqa  on  ourselves?  We 
must  have  money  to  carry  on  the  iGK>vernmeDt; 
ajr.  sir,  and  much  money  too ;  for  appropriation 
bills  have  already  made  their  way  through  this 
House,  by  which  we  have  granted  about  six  mil- 
lions for  the  expenses,  of  Government  during 
the  current  year*  And  how  d6  you  expeet  to  get 
this  sum. if  imports  «re  prohibited  ?  I  know  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  recommended  a 
large  inprease  of  duties,  but  a  table  of  duties  withr 
out  imports  is  mere, paper,  it  will  bring  oothing. 
Indeed,  without  yopr  non-intercourse, a  temporary 
Additional  duty,  so  large  as  that  reeom mended,  if 
it  does  not  toully  suspend  impoctatians,  will  not 
produce  piucb  for  your  Treasury.  It  is  holding 
out  a  temptation  for  smuggling. 

Your  ipiercbants— how  are  they  to  be  affected 
by  this  system?  Do  we  not  know  that  those 
tradipg  to  Europe  have,  during  the  last  season, 
exported  iarffe  quantities  of  the  products  of  this 
country,  and  are  we  yet  to  learn,  that^  owing  to 
the  embarrassments  of  commerce,  much  of  that 

Property  remains  unsold,  and  of  that  which  has 
een  disposed  of,  a  part,  and  not  an  inconsidera- 
ble part,  is  yet  unpaid'forl  And  yet  we  nre  by 
our  own  regulations  to  prevent  their  makfng  in- 
vestnoents,  or  receiving  remittances.  If  we  do 
BO,  we  shall  not  only  prostrate  many  an  individ- 
nal,  but  wie  may  shake  the  mercantile  ,world  to 
its  centre.  Having  his  property  locked  up  in 
Europe,  the  merchant  will  not  be  »ble  to  meet 
his  engagements;  the  property  will  ^  lost  to 
him,  andbankfuptcy  and  rum  must  follow.  Tour 
West  India  traders— The;  course  of  that  business, 
you  are  informed,  is  to  ^end  -out  cargoes  in  the 
Fall,  which  are  disposed  of  to  planters,  who  pay 
in  the  produce  of  the  islands  when  thie  crops 
oome  in.  As  this  takes  place  in  March,  and  we 
close  our  ports  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  it  fol- 
lows, that  these  merchants  will  also  be  saerificed. 
These  will  be  the  j>artiou]ar  effects  of  enforcing 
tbe  non-importation  at  this  time.  The  general 
'effect  will  he,  as  I  heretofore  observed,  to  drive 
our  merchants  from  ^he  ocean;  your  external 
commerea  will  withei;  at  the  touch  of  this  bane- 
ful law,  and  your  merchants  will  sink  under  the 
Ttiterated  atiokes  which  we,  their  protectors, 
have  aimed  and  are  aiming  at  them. 

fiat  is  this  system  to  injure  the  merchant  alone? 
What  is  to  become  of  that  useful  class  of  citizens 
connected  with  shipping :  the  sailor^  the  ship-car- 
penter, the  saiUmaker,  the  blacksmith,  the  rope- 
maker,  and  the  long  list  of  mechanics  and  labor- 
en  who  find  support  and  employ  from  your 
merchants?  Must  they  not  be  reduced  to  want 
and  become  objects  of  charity,  or  do  as  many 
have  already  done,  leave  the/teountry  ?  The  ag- 
riculturists—Where will  the  grower  of  hemp 
find  a  market  far  his  stock,  if  you  have  no  ship- 
ping? What  is  to  be  done  with  the  cotton,  the 
iobacoo,  nod  the  grain  which  remaiii  on  hand,  if  I 


your  merchants  can  no.  longer  export?  Mast 
they  not  be  wholly  lost  to  the  planter  ^ad  the 
farmed,  or  sacrificed  by  them  to  the  speculator? 
Are  there  not  other  evils  which  must  result 
from  this  system?  In  the-fornier  non-importa- 
tion la^,  care  was  taken  to  make  such  exceptions 
as  allowed  the  people  to  receive  articles'  consid- 
ered of  necessity ;  but  this  law  is^  general,  ud 
applies  to  all  articles  the  growth,  produc^^  ot 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
The  Southern  planter  requires  coarse  cloths  for 
his  blacks,  and  the  northern  farmer  plaster  for 
his  fields^  and  both  the  one  and  the  other  roost 
have  salt;  and  yet,  sir,  under  this  law  we  are  ip 
have  neither  cloth,  nor  piaster,  ^nor  salt.  These 
are  some  of  Xbe  evils  which  must  grow  out  of  a 
non-importation  system,  such  as  that  which  has 
been  atteatpt^d  to  be  put  in  bperatioa  by  tbe  pro- 
clamation of  November:  that  they  are  of  the 
most  serioui'  kin4)  every  person  who  bears  me 
will  admit,  aad  that  they  are  greater  than  the 
country  will  putiently  bear,  I  verily  believe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  ieel  that  I  have  already  ties- 
passed  upon  your  patiepce.aad  that  of  the  Cosi- 
mittee.  I  trust,  however,  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  under  discussion  will  be  an 
apology  for  the  range  I  have  taken^  I  will  near 
only  observe,  that  1  have  atteinpted  to  establish 
the  following  positions:  That,  no  soeh  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  French  Govern- 
ment as  cpmes  within  the  intent  of  th«  law  of 
May,  and  that  the  assurances  tna4e  to  our  Gov- 
ernment were  deceptive.  That  the  procUmau'oa 
of  November  was  issued  withoti^  authority,  and 
that  (he  non  intercourse  is  not  in  force.  And 
that  the  evils  which  must  result  from  an  attempt 
to  enforce  this  law  by  the  cUstom-house  officersw 
under^the  instructions  which  accompany  the  pro- 
clamation, are  of  a  nature  so  serious  aiui  oppress- 
ive as  to  reqnire  this  immediate  iater&ienee  of 
Congress. 

Tbi|S(Viewiivg  the  subject,  I  deem  it  noiy  doty 
to  propose  an  atpendmenc  to  the  law  now  bdCore 
you,  which,  if  adopted,  will  do  away  the  effect 
of  the  proclamatioB,  by  permitting  veaac^  to 
enter,  and  merehandi^  to  be  imported  as£re4y 
as  if  the  prbelamation  hajd  not  been  issued. 

Mr.  Emott  concluded  by  moving  tiie  ampnd- 
aaent,  which  will  be  found  in.the  conaaaaeeoieat 
of  his  remarks. 


ThdbbdaY)  February  7, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  CoaimitteeoQ 
Commerce  and  MamiiaetUres.Were  instructed  «o 
inquire  whether  any,  and^  if  any,  what,  alteiations 
are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act^  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  cooceriung  Consuls 
and  Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  American  seamen  ;"  and  that  they  oe  author- 
ixed  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment;" which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whph  on  Monday  nexL 
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Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  cpmmiuee  appoiBted 
on  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  od  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Te^^itory,  made 
a  report  thereon  \  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  OA  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  laying  ou,t  a  public  road  from  the 
lioe  esia^liah^d  by  the  Treatyr  of  G^eeaville  to 
the  North  Bend  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menu  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for 
the  final  adiustmeBt  of  claims  to  laBd:^,  and  for 
the  safe  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  Louisiana ;''  and^  the  same  were  con* 
€urred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.'GBOLSON  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutibn  : 

JRe90lvtdf  Thftt »  coaiinittee  be  sppointe4  to  inquire 
into  .thje  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  ibr  the  tem- 
porary goTernment  of  that  part  of  th^  territory  ceded 
l^  France  to  the  UnitedSutee,  ia  the  year  ISpS,  which 
lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  riyer  Mississippi,  on  the 
north  of  the  river  Iberrille  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas 
and  Pontchartrain  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  oa  the 
west  of  the  river  Perdido.  and  on  the  sonth  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory ;  and  that  the  said  committee 
ha^e  leaTe  to  report  by  bi]l,'or  otherwMe. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
aion,  which  relates*  to  that  part  of  West  Florida 
acquired  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 

A  message;  from  the  Seriate  informed  the  House 
chat  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendrpents  made 
by  this  House  to  thf  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making 
compensation  to  John  Eugene  Leitzendorfej',  for 
aerfices  rendered  4he  United  States  in  the  war 
'With  Tripoli."  They  hare  passed  the  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  to  eojabie  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  to  form  a  cpnstuution  and  State  goy* 
ernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes/^  with 
amendments  i  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

PAYMENT  OP  CLAUia 
Mr.  Root,  fh>m  the  Committee  of  Claims,  mho 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolutfen  of  the  eighteenth 
vltimOfto  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeat- 
ing or  suspending  the  operation  of  the  'seferal 
aets  of  f imitation,  so  faf  as  they  now  operato  to 
bar  the  payment  of  sundry  claims  against  the 
United  States  therein  described,  made  a  report 
thereon ;  whieh  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 
That  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ike  Treasorir, 
of  the  IStfa  of  Decembar  last,  made  te  the  Senate^  it 
•ppeaM  the  tire  ftrst-menttoaed  chsns  of  claims  may 
be  ateitted  without  danger  of  fraud,  and  thai  suffi- 
eiial  guards  i^aiaat  firaad  may  be  interposed  in  the 
three  last-mentioned  classes.  The  committee  coneor 
with  tlMB  8ecM«ary  ia  this  opinion.  They  beg  leaTsi 
forther  to  observe,  that  they  can  discover  no  difierence 
in  the  equity  of  claims  on  loyt  cert^cates,  and  on 
those  .which  hsTe  not  been  lost,  but  are  barred;  they, 
there^,  sabmit  the  following  resolutions : 


Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  the  payment  of  the  five  fbllowing  classes  of  claims, 
to  wit : 

1.  Loan  office  certificates. 
,    2.  -Indents  for  interest  on  the  pqblic  debt  ^ 

9.  Pinal  settlement  certificates. 

4*  Commissioners'  certificates. 

6.  Army  certificates. 

Reiohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  proTtde  by  law  fbr 
the  payment  of  the  three  following  classes  of  claims,  to 
wit:       ' 

1.  Credits  gifsn  ia  Keu  of  Army  certificates  can- 
celled. 

8.  Credits  for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  tor  which  no 
certificates  were  issoed. 

3.  InTslid  pensions. 

Resohedr  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  Ibr  the  le- 
newal  of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates* 

BANKS  m  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  pf 
thd  Whole  oh  tfie  several  bills  for  incorporating 
the  District  banks. 

The  biU  incorporating  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria  was  first  taken  up,  and  amended,  by 
reducing  the  capital  from  $1,000,000  to  $500,000, 
striking  out  the  section  relative  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  the  President,  limiting  the  duration  tot^n 
years,  dec. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  incor« 
porate  the  Banks  of  Potomac,  of  Washington, 
and  Union  Bank  of  Oeorvetewn ;  which  were 
seferally  assimilated  in  their  prorisions,  and 
agreed  to  in  Committee. 

When  an  adjouranteai  being  called  for,  was 
carried. 


Frioat,  February  8. 

Mr.  NfiWTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
.mferee  and  Manvrfaetares,  presented  a  bill  to  erect 
a  light-house  on  Boon  Island,  in  theS^tateofMas- 
saebosetts,  to  place  buovs  df  Cape  Fear  river,  to 
erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor  of  Bdgartown.  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  today. 

Mf.  N.,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
sented a  bill  in  addition  {o  the  act,  entitled  '^An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  Consuls 
and  Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  American  seamen  f  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.PiTiUN,  from  the  committee  to  wbom  was 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *^An 
act  authorising  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F. 
Fosdick  from  hi?  imprisonment."  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment,  and  itne  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  annouaeiog  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  matle  by  this  House  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  compensation  to 
John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  aervicef  rendered 
the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli:'' 
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wbea  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Root,  tliat  ibe 
House  recede  from  their  said  amendmeots. 

A  motion  was  also  made  by  Mr;  Swoope,  that 
the  farther  codsideratioa  of  the  messajfe  aforesaid 
be  iDdefinitely  postponed  i  and,  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  ne^tive. 
'The  question  w^s  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  RaoT,  to  reeed^  from  the  amendments  Kfore- 
aaid,  and  resolved  in  ihe  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Senate  have  i^assed  a  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  makinff  a  further  distribution  of  such  lajwt  of 
tbe  UnitedStates  as  respect  the  public  1auds>;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  uoBnisbcd  business  of  yesterday,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^  on  the  sev- 
eral bills  for  incorpor«tiog  the  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia;  the  amendments  made  in 
Con^mittee  of  the  Whole  were  concurred  with, 
and  all  the  bills  were  ordered  to  aUhird  reading. 

The  House  considered,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  reports  of  the'  Committee  of  Claims 
unfavorable  to  the  petitions  ol'J(/hn  Calhoun  and 
William  Gamble*  The  reports  in  both  cases  were 
reversed,  and  the  petitions  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions  to  report 
by  bill. 

ARTHUR  8T.  CLAIR  AND  JOHN  CRAIG. 
The  House  then  ^ent  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole^  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  petitions  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  and  o(  John 
Craif ;  and,  after  some  time  spe/it  therein,  Mr. 
Spbakeb  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  IAacon 
reported  thai  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  re- 
port under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to 
report  their  agreement  to  each  of  the  resolutions 
therein  contained,  as  follows : 

^  JUtoioed,  That  the  prajer  of  thu  petition  of  Arthur 
81.  Clair  is  reaspnable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. " 

•^Retohtd^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  John 
Craig  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted." 

Tlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  on 
the  Question  to  concur  with  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  ta  their  agreement  to  the  resolution 
first  recited,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— ^ 
yeas  68,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

TBAa--4oaeph  Allen, Lemuel  J.Alston,  David  Bard» 
William  T.  Barry,  Elijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell, 
James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  BnrwelU  William 
Chamberlin,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden^ 
Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Bn* 
rent  Oardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Charles  Ooldsboroagh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
WilUam  Hah),  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunt- 
iagton,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Vincent  Mat- 
thew*, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKoe,  Wiliiam 
McKinley,  William  Mihior,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
'Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold, 
numias  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  f  ickman, 
jonior^  Elisha  It.  Potter,  Josiah  Quinoy,  Jphn  Ran- 
Mph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Samuel  Ringgold, 


John  Rosa,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Bhefiey,  Deim 
Smelt,  George  Smith,' Samuel  Smith,  John  Suolej, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  NicholuVti 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KUlian  K.  Vail  Reow. 
laer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Esekiel  Whitman,  and  Rabeit 
Wright 

N4Ta^WUIis  Alston,  jun,  Esckiel  Baeon,  BarvcE 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,Rob'tBron 
Joseph  Calhonn,  John^C.  Chamberlain,  James  Cod- 
ran,  William  Ely,  Jonathan  Fiak,  Mtshack  Ftaikh 
Barzillai  Gannett,  David  S.  Gariapd,  Petenon  Gi» 
wyn,  Jaoob  Hnfty,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathaaitl  Mmn, 
Alexknder  McKim,  John  Montgomeiy,  TimoUij  F» 
kin,  junior,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  MaUhitt  Kc^ 
ards,  John  Roane,  Ecattus  Root,  Ebenezer  8aft,  Tho- 
mas Sammona,  John  A.  Scudder,  Samoel  Sh&v,  Jibt 
Smilie,  Henrv  Southard,  Richard  SUnfoid,  Ivfk 
Swoope,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chtita  TV 
ner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitdufl,  lo^ 
Jamea  Wilson# 

Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  McBrtde,  and  Bir.HAiB,wm 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU,  porsoiot 
to  the  said  first  recited  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  coneirwitk 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  iieeood  reeit- 
ed  resolution ;  when  an  adjouromeDtbeiqgcalM 
for,  was  carried. 

pATDHDAT,  February  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Mattbbw  Ltoi, 
from  Kentucky,  appeared,  a^id  took  bis  sett. 
,  Mr.  Newtoh,  from  the  Commiiiw  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  (ii^ 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,of  Pliiiad^l- 
phia, and  Charles  Wirgmau,  of  Baltioort;  wbici 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commiuee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  imeti- 
menta  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eotitlid  ''Ao  ict 
to  enable  the  people  Qf  the  Territory  of  OriciiM 
to  form  a  constitutibn  and  State  goTcrflmwJ,«M 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  x^tMm 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Suues,aoa 
for  other  purposes."   •  ^^  . 

,  One.  of  the  ameodtnenu  proposed  to  dm  >»* 
western  boundary  of  the  Terruory,  soasioiwjj 
the  Sabine  the  boundary  from  the  oeeai  ^^ 
3dd  d)egree  of  north  latitude,  and  ^^^J^ 
north  until  it  intersecta  the  BortherobooodirT 
tine  of  Orleana  Territory*  ,   .   ..^ 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  although  what  he  hw  «»•?■ 
this  subject  appeared  to  have  no  weight  w«w« 
bill  was  before  the  House,  he  hoped  whei  uk 
bill  came  from  the  Senate,  that  those  wwf^ 
friendly  to  the  bill  would  agree  to  the  a^ 
meat.  Even  aa  the  boundary  was  dow  v» 
there  was  a  small  trad  of  land  on  this  fi«oi  ** 
Sabine,  which  had  been  in  dispute ;  b^^P^i 
the  western  boundary  might  as  well  beaxea 
the  Sabine  as  anywhere.  .  j  ,-* 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  he  had  at  irrt  .w«  jWJ 
hesitation  in  yielding  his  assent  te  this  tf^ 
ment,  not  because  of  the  erteof  ^^lY^»r 
United  Stales  might  hare  a  claim  of  t  p« 
Extent,  and  had  a  coter  of  title  to  the  Rio  W^'^ 
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bat  because  the  line  had  beeo  alleged  to  be  a  small 
rirer  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  Sabine;  and  be- 
caase  it  was  concluded  by  (he  officers  of  the  par-. 
ties  on  the  Sabine  that  the  intervening  territory 
sbould  not  be  occupied.  But  he  did  not  beliere 
that  these  claims  of  Spain  were  to  be  considered 
of  any  moment.  In  taking  the  Sabine  as  the 
western  boundary  the  United  States  would  un- 
doobtedfv  exercise  great  moderation  in  the  exten- 
sion of  their  lim'Us;  and  this  line  would  be  far 
from  including  all  the  territory  which  they  might 
hereafter  claim ;  and,  in  acceding  to  this  bound- 
ary, he  wirfhed  not  to  be  understood  as  surrender- 
ing any  claim  the  United  States  might  have. to  a 
greater  extent. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to 
withoot  opposition. 

Another  amendment  of  the  Senate  proposed  to 
amend  that  part  of  the  bill  declaring  that  the 
Oonvent^on  should  be  chosen,  by  the  free  male 
iobabitants,  by  adding  the  word  "  white.''  so  ai?  to 
exclude  free  colored  people  of  mixed  blood  ilrom 
TOting. 

Mr.  Smilib  expressed  the  hope  that  4he  House 
irould  not  agree  to  this  amendment.  The  bilf 
only  provided  for  the  election  of  a  Cooventjon'to 
form  a  constitution';  after  which  these  people 
would  per^iit  whpm  ihey  chose,  to  Yote  for. Coo- 
ffress,  a^.  He  could  not  help  remarking  d)at,so 
delicate  was  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Oonstitotion,  ofa  this  point,  that  it  had  used- only 
the  word  **  persons."  The  amendment  could  an- 
swer no  good  purpose,  and  an  agreement  to  U 
irould  not  be  very  honorable  to  the  Hpuse. 

Mr.  Pom  DEXTER  said  he  had  been  impressed 
^ith  a  belief  when  this  bill  iRras  formerly  before 
the  House,  that  the  population  other  thap  white 
formed  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of 
tfae  Territory;  but  he  had  since  tinderstood  that 
itier  were  not  ifow  ))ermhted  to  vote,  and  were 
excluded  from  the  militia.  When  Louisiana  was 
first  acquired  by  the  United  States,  a  corps  ^ad 
beea  formed,  composed  of  this  description  of 
people; ;  but^  on  an  apprehension  of  iusutrection^ 
ihey  were  dismissed,  and  their  commissions  re- 
Toked,  &c. 

Mr.  MiTcaiLL  thought  the  House  had  better 
reject  the  amendment.  The  act  declared  that  all 
the  people  within  certain  limits  should  compose 
a  State,  and  gave  them  a  right  to  make  all  regu- 
lations, dtc.,  for  iheir  government.  The  most 
aafe  depository  of  this  ^ort  of  power  would  be  the 
Convention  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  second.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  because  the  Convention  and 
Legislature  were  better  able  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion than  the  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  negati\ced — 
yaaa  49^^  nays  60,  as  follows : 

YftAS — Joseph  Allen,  Willis  Alston,  jon.,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigdow,  Adaas  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
emidge,  Joarah  Calhaun,  John  Campbell,  WUIiam 
CkamberliD,  BpaphrodiUis  Chempioti.Langdoii  Oheres, 
Matthew  Clay»  Joaeph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes,  Barent 
OardeDiar,  David  8.  Oariand,  Thomas  OholaOn,  Peter^ 
MO  Goo^B,  Thoflaaa  R.  Gold,  Bdwin  Gray,  WiUiam 


^ale,  James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,] 
zer  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones, Thon* 
as  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  janior,  Johft. 
Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuet 
McKee,  Pleasant  M*.  Miller,  John  Mon^t>mery,  Thomas 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  8am* 
uel  Ringgold,  John  A.  Scudder,  John  Smith,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Geoigo 
M.  Troop,  Nicholas  Van*  Dyke,  Arcliibald  Van  Horn,  • 
Killian  VL  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Lemnel  J.  Alston,. William  Anderson,  Exo- 
kiel  Bacon,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Baaseti^  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  BnUer,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
Cochran,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  Uutts,  Join 
Dawson*  William  Ely,  William  Pindley, ,  Jonathan 
Fiak,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bfcizillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Richard  Jackaoa,  jon.*' 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lvle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Alexander  MeKim,  William  MeKinley,  WiUiam  Mil- 
nor,  Samuel  L.  MitchUK  Thomas  Moore,  Jeramtak 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  8.  Mumlbrd, 
^omas  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn^lvania*  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Ricbards;  John  Roana;  Erastoo 
Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaifir^  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
8mi]ie,Geoi[ge  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Qtanford,  Leirts  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggar^ 
John  Thompson,  Vn  Tncv,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Weakle^i  Robert  WhHehiU,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
andJamea  Wilaen. 

CQMMERCIAL  JNTER00UR8E. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Epp£9  all  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  House  resolr* 
ed  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  supplemefntarjr  to  the  act  coOcerning  commer* 
cial  intereours^,  »c.  ^    ^ 

Mr.  £M0TT'd  motion  being  under  considerattoo^ 
to  amend  the  biil  so  as  to  repeal  the  law  of  May 
last,  &c.,  Mr.  Rbba  made  a  motion  superseding 
that^  viz:  to  strike  put  the  whole  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BppEs^id,  that  when,  on  a  former  daij, 
this  bill,  designed  only  for  the  relief  of  our.  own 
citizens,  was  under  discussion,  subjects  not  at  all 
connected  with  its  merits  were  brought  into  riew. 
A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Emott)  pre- 
sented to  the  House  on  that  occasion  his  view  of 
our  (breign  relations,  and  exercis^  all  his  in^ 
nuity  to  show,  as  it  is  but  too  often  the  practice 
her^  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  exclusively  wron^,  and  the  GhDvernmeot  of 
Great  Britaib  exclusively  right.  It  seems  that  in 
this  enlightened  age  new  duties  are  assigned  to  m 
Representative..  Under  the  pressure  of  every  in- 
jury which  foreign  influence  can  inflict,  a  Rep- 
resentative is  considered  as  discharging  bis  datf, 
if,  with  a  6oe-spun  web,  he  cah  present,  under  a 
suspicious  aspect,  either  the  motives  or  the  acts 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  his  Government.  No 
nation,  ancient  or  modem,  unle^  in  the  last  stase 

if  corruption,  can  be  produced  where,  as  in.  the 
United  States,  periods  of  difficulty  have  been 
seized  by  the  Representatives,  and  the  weight  of 
their  talents  exclusively  employed  for  increasing 
the  public  embarrassments.  The  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  hpwever  well  he 
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nMf  have  corered  Jc  under  mildness  of  maniier 
and  «  fine-spuo  argument,  is  designed  to  convey 
to  the  people  an  idea,  that  the  Executive  has 
manifested  partiality  towards  France  in  the  late. 
arran£emen.t.  The  gentleman  tells  us^  that  while 
the  M^inister  of  one  foreign  nation  was  denounced 
here  for  an  implied  insult,  the  letter  of  the  Due 
de  Cadore  to  \Ir.  Armstrong  is  passed  over  almost 
in  silence;. that  the  Sec,)retary  of  St^ie,  in  a  let* 
ter  to  General  Arrndtroog,  tells  him  that  the  Pr^- 
ident  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  remarks 
cm  it.  The  gentleman  ought  to  have  gone  far-^ 
ther,and  stated  the  whole  fact:  that  the  letter 
of  General  Armstrong  in  answer  to  the  Duo  de 
Cftdore  wa«  approved  by  the  President ;  that,  by 
the  approval)  he  adopts  as  bis  own  the  iangaage 
and  sentiments  of  that  letter.  The  letter  of  Gen* 
eral  Armstrong,  by  the  approval  of  the  President 
has  become  the  act  of  his  Government.  For  the 
sentiments  contained  iit  that  letter  the  American 
Goverirment  is  responsible  and  not  GeneraF  Arm- 
strong. The  firm,  manly,  and  eloquent  reply  of 
General  Armstrong  to  the  Due  de  Cadore  stands 
precisely  on  the  satne  footing  as  if  it  hadheen^ 
originally  written  under  the  directions  of  the 
Governmenjt.  General  Armstrong  did  m)t.  wait 
for  instructions. .  He  repelled,  in  a  style  com- 
porting with  the  digiuty  of  his  station;  the  charges 
of  the  Due  de  Cadore.  The  Preaid^Bt,  4fatoag^ 
the  Secretary  of  State,  approves  his  letter, udopis 
it  as  hi&.owo,  and  says  he  ^as  orbing  to  add. 
Well,  indeed,  sir)  mig^t.  he  aay  so,  because  the 
Minister  had  already  said,  in  a  style  as  pleasing 
to  his  country  as  to  his  Government,  Jili  tbat  the 
occasion  demanded.  But,  sir,  the^ntlempn  from 
New  York  cannot  agree  with  his  colleague  in 
considering  the  President  of  the  United  States 
correct  in  issuing  hi$  proelaination.  Why,. sic, 
does  the  gentleman  disapprove  of  the  President's 

I  Proclamation  ?  Because,  saya'the  gentleman,  the 
etter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  of  August,  was  not 
a  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  It  is  a 
mere  promise  that  on  a  certain  da^  thpy  shall  be 
\irilhdrawn.  When,  sir,  the  President  received 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Erskiae,  the  British  Min- 
,ister»  that,  on  a  particular  day,  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  be  withdrawn,  and  issued  a  proc- 
lamation founded  solely  on  tbat,  declaration,  bis 
conduct  was  warmly  approved  by  men.  of  all 
parties.  The  gentleman  froin  New  York  joined 
in  the  burst  of  applause  heaped  on  that  Executive 
act.  Was  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Erskine  a  repeal  of 
the  British  orders?  Unfortunate!  y,  we  know  prac- 
tically it  was  not.  Was  it  such  a  repeal  a^  tbe 
gentleman  contends  ought  to  have  taken  place  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  viz:  under  the 
sign  manual  of  the  Emperor?  No,  sir,  it  was  just 
such  a  letter  as  that  ot  the  Due  de  Cadore.  In 
both  cases  the  word  of  the  Minister  was  take^  as 
a  pledge,  apd,  on  examining  the  two  letters,  so 
far  as  tbey  may  be  considered  a  pledge,  the  words 
are  nearly  tbe  same.  I  approved  of  the  Arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Erskine;  so  did  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  cannot  see  aay  difference. in 
the  ground  taken  by  the  Executive,  except  that 
one  arrangement  wAs  with  Great  Britain  and  the 


other  with  France.  The  one  affected  the  interests 
of  Great  Briuin  ;  the  other  affects  the  interests  ot 
France.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  more 
nice  in  distinctions  than  myself,  may,  perhaps, 
satisfy  himselfatid  the  people  that  these  two  eases 
are  marked  by  lines  so  strong  as  to  render  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  in  the  one  case  an  ob- 
lect  of  applause  and  approbation  for  himself  and 
bis  friends,  and  in  the  other  of  suspicion  and  cen- 
sure. -It  is  not;  however,  my  intention  to  pursue 
the  gentleman  through  nis  argument.  There  is 
one  part  ,of  it  which  I  consider  it  a.duty  to  pass 
in  review,  inasmuch  s^s  it  is  caicqlated  to  give  to 
the  public  ad  erroneous  view  of  the  grounds  taken 
by  the  Executive  in  the  recent  negotiation  with 
Great  Britain.  The  gentleman  says,  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  only  required  of  Great  Briuin  to 
withdraw  her  orders,  but  her  blockades  also*  This,, 
he  says,  she  cannot  and  never  will  yields  This 
declaration  is  naade,  too,  in  tbe  presence  of  the 
agent  of  Great  Britain,  tvho  mus^  have  heard 
with  delight  the  American  Executive  held  up  to 
suspicion,  and  911  American  Representative  de- 
<ilafe,  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  that  demands 
w^re  made  on  Great  Britain,  not  sanctioned  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session.,  in  order,  sir,  to  sap- 
port  this  declaration,  the  gentleman  gives  a  view 
of  the  demands  of  the  Executive  on  Great  Britaia 
totally  incorrect  apd  contradicted  by  everv  part 
of  the  correspondence  before  us«  The^emleniaQ 
tells  yQU,.that  we  have  demanded  of  <?reat  Brit* 
aih  not  a  withdrawal  of  the  Orders  in  Cotiacii 
only,  as  contemplated  by  the  law  of  last  sesstoOf 
but  of  her  "  novel  blockades."  To  estaUish  the 
demands  of  the  Executive,  he  turns,  not  to  iha 
porrespondence«  but  to  the  Berlin  pr  Milan  de- 
crees, a  ad  takes  for  our  demand  on  Great  Britaia 
the  definition  of  blockade  given  by  the  French 
Emperor..  The  gentleman  ia  entirely  mistaken 
as  to  the  demand .  made  of  Great  Britain  bv  tbe 
Executive.  The  revocation  of  but  one  blockade, 
viz :  that  of  May^  1806,  is  included  in  thedemana 
of  the  Executive.  The.features  of  this  blockade 
render  it  different  from  all  other  blockades.  It  is, 
in  fact,  from  its  character,  more  like  the^  Order 
iti  Council,  a  permanent  regulation  of  cooamerce, 
than  a  '  blockade,  I  will,  however,  first  show 
fronl  the  correspondence,  that  the  President  did 
not,  under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  require  the 
revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  any  blockade  ex- 
cept tbat  of  May,  1806 ;  and  then,  that  from  the 
peculiar  features  of  that  blockade,  it  must  hare 
been  'included  in  the  deinand  made  under  the 
act  of  the  la&t  session-  In  the  Message  of  the 
President,  at  the  cotnmencement  of  the  session, 
page  4th  and  5th,  we  find  the  demand  stat^  in 
the  following  terms: 

''Under  the  modificatiMi  of  the  origioid  ordenroT 
November,  1807,  into  the  orders  of  Ajpdl,  1809^  th«r# 
is,  ilideed,. scarcely  a  aomiiiai  distinetioif  betwMa  th* 
orders  and  the  btookades*  .One  of  Ahsse  UkgitimaAs 
blockades,  bearing  date  in  May,  1806,  hating  been  ex< 
proisly  avowed  (0  be  still  tmretdnded,  and  to  bo,  ia 
eftktti  comprehended  in  ^  Orders  in  Coinictl,was 
too*  distinct^  brought  within  the  purview  of  the  act  «^ 
Congress,  not  to  be  compreheBdedJnJhe|^planatioa 
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of  tbenqvintes  to  a  compliance  with  il.  Tfaa  Britiih 
Gov^mmient  was  aeeordinglj  apprised  bj  our  Mioister 
near  it*  that  sveb  was  the  light  in  wfai«h  the  Bobject 
waata  be  regarded." 

This  is  thfe  laneaa^e  of  the  President.  In 
pages  38  and  39,  of  the  correspbndence,  w^e  find 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Snvith,  our  Secretary  of 
State,  to  General  Armstrong,  in  the  following 
words : 

'*  IF  the  npn-interoonrse  law,  in  any  of  its  modifica- 
tiooe,  was  objectionable  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
that  law  no  longer  exists. 

**  If  he  be  readv^as  has-been  declared  in  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Cadore^  af  February  14,  to  do  justice  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  a  pledge  on  their 
part  not  to  submit  to  the  British  edicts,  the  opportunity 
for  making  good  the  dedaration  is  now  afforded.  In- 
•taad  of  submission,  the  President  b  ready,  by  renew- 
ing the  non-intercourse  against  Oreat  Britain,  to  opr 
pooa  to  her  Orders  in  Council  a  mtoSure  which  is  of 
a  diaiacter  that  ought  to  satis^  any  reasonable  erpeof 
tatioii.  '  If  it  should  be  necessary  for  jovl  to  meet, the 
qaestion,  whether  the  non-intercourse  will  he  renewed 
ai^nst  CSreat  Britain4n  casevhe  should  not  comprehend,, 
in  the  repeal,  of  her  edicts,  h«r  blockades  which  are  not 
consistent  with  the  law  ef  nations,  you  may,  should  it 
be  found  necessary,  let  it  be  understood,  that  a  repeal 
of  the  illegal  blockades  of  a  date  prior  to  the  Berlin  de- 
cree, namely,  that  of  May,  1806,  will  be  included  in 
the  condition  reqdired  of  Great  Britain  ;  'that  par^u- 
Itrr  blockade  having  been 'avowed  to  be  comprehended 
ill,  and,  of  Course,  identified  wijth,  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. With  respect  to  blockades,  of  a  subsequent  date 
or  not,  against  Prance,  you  will  press  the  reasonable- 
B*s  of  leaving,  them,  together  with  ibtnre  'blockades 
not  Warranted  by  public  law,  to  be  proceeded  against 
b]r  the  United  States  in  the  manner  they  may  choose 
toadcpL"  ^ 

In  pag68  45  and  46,  \re  bare  (he  declaration  of 
Gkn^ral  Armstrong  and  the  Duke  de  Cadore. 
Mr.  E.  then  read  the  following: 

From  General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Pinkney, 

PAais,  January  35,  1810. 

<•  8ia :  \  letter  fiom  Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  of  the 
first  f>(  December  last,  made  it  my  duty  to  inquira  of 
His  Ilxcellency  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  what  were  the 
conditions  on  which  his  Maj^ty  the  Emperor  would 
annul  his  decree,  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree ; 
and  whether,  if  Great  Britain  revolted  her  blockades, 
of  a  date  anterior  to  that  decree,  his  Majesty  would 
consent  to  revoke  the  said  decree  ?  To  those  questions 
I  have  this  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I 
hasten  to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  messeiiger : 

Airswaa. — f'The  6nly  cotaditions  required  for  the 
revocation,  by  hiis  Majesty  the  Braperor,  of  the  dpcree 
of  Beriin,  will  be  a  previous  revocation,  by  the  British 
CtofoniDient,  of  her  blockades  of  France,  or  a  part  of 
Fmnce,  (such  as  that  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  dec.,)  of 
a  date  anterior  to  that  6f  the  aforesaid  deme." 

In  page  47,  we  have  the  statement  of  Lord 
Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney : 

^I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  fifteenth  ultimo,  wherein  you  request 
to  be  informed  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  block- 
ades of  France,  instituted  by  Great  Britain  during  the 
preaeot  war,  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1807,  are 
mideratood  by  his  Majesty's  Oovemmeat  to  be  in  force  1 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  yon,  that  the  coast, 
rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest,  both  in^- 
clUsive,  were  notified  to  be  under  the  restrictions  of 
blockade,  with  certain  modifications,  on  the.  16th  of 
May,  1 806 ;  and  that  tb^se  restrictions  were  afterwarda 
comprehended  in  the  Order  of  Council  of  the  7th  of 
Jfanu^ry*  1^7,  which  order  is  still  in  force." 

-  In  page  71,  of  the  edrrespondence,  Lord  Wel- 
lesley declarety  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney: 

«t*he  blo<^ade,  notified  by  Great  Britain  in  May,. 
1906,  has  ncrver  been  formally  withdrawn.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be  accurately  stated,  that'  the  restrictions* 
which  it  established. rest  altog^her  on  the  Order oT 
Council  of  the  7th  of  Jaiinary,  1807;  they  are  com- 
prehended utider  the  more  <M^tensive  restriotions  of 
that  order.  No  other  blockade  of  the  ports  of  France 
was  instituted  by  Great  Britain,  between  the  16th  of 
May,  1806,  and  the  7th  of  Jaanary,  1807,  excepting 
the  blockade  of  Venice,  instituted  on  the  37th  of  July, 
1806,.which  is.  stilt  in  force." 

Fxom  this,  sir,  it  appears  that  If  we  are  to  credit 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  General 
Armstrong,  the  Due  de  Cadore,  and  the  British 
Minister,  Lord  Wellesley,  the  demand  was. con- 
fined to  the  blockade  or  1806.  Was  this  block- 
ade suck  a  vioUtioa  of  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States  as  to  c.0Q:ie  decidedly  within  the 
«^ct  of  the.  last  session  ?  Lit  usexeaHee  its  fee* 
tares.  This  blockade  is  a  oompottod  one,  pee- 
seetiAg  three  ^istiDct  charaoters : 

X.  It  obett^cts  a  trade  from  one  port  to  atfother' 
of  the  eame  enemy — F'rabce  for  example.  Thi$ 
trade  has  been  denied  latterly  though  not  fbrm-^ 
erlf,  hv  Great  Britain,  to  he  free  to  neutrals.  The 
United  States  dssert  the  neutral  right  to  it. 

2.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  the  port  of  one 
enemy  to  the  port  of  another — from  ^  French  to 
a  Dutch  port,  for  example.  This  is  a  principle 
sot  before  asserted  by  Great  Britain.  The  pres- 
ent Cabinet  of  Great  Britain  contended  against 
its/eonformit'y  to  the  law  of  nations,  in  opposi- 
tion to  their  predecessors,  who  attempted  to  joa- 
tify  the  orders  of  January,  1807,  on  that  principle. 

3.  It  obstructs  the  direct  trade  of  neutrals  from 
their  own  coo Diry  to  any  part  of  the  coast  front 
the  S^lbe  t^  Brest— a  eoast  not  less  than  a  ihon^ 
sand  miles.  For  this  part  of  the  blockade  there 
can  be  n6  defence  whieh  is  not  applicahle  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  This  blockade  has  been  con- 
tinued for  four  or  five  years.  No  force,  either 
adequate  t)f  inadequate,  has  been  stationed  for 
carrying  it  into  effect.  No  new  notification  has 
been  given.  It  is,  in  fact,  like  the  Orders  in 
Council,  a  permanent  regulation  of  commerce, 
and  has  nothing  of  the  character  of  a  blockade^ 
except  the  mere  name.  This  blpckade  consists 
in  great  part  of  the  same  prohibition  with  the  or- 
ders of.  January,  1807,  in  which  it  is  said  tu  be 
comprehended ;  that  is,  against  a  trade  alooff  the 
belligerent  coast.  If  the  orders  be  unlawful,  there- 
fore, ahe  blockade  must  be  so;  and  if  the  orders 
be  repealed  as  a  violation  of  neutral  trade,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  Congress,  the  obligation 
to  repeal  the  blockade,  as  a  like  violation,  cannot 
he  contested.  This  blockade  of  May,  1806,  is  in 
violation  of  the  principles  laid  dowp  by  all  authors 
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-on  the  subject  of  blockade.    Jt  is  in  ¥101811011  of 

rtlie  principles  laid  down  in  alt  the  treaties  whicb 
attempted  to  define  a^ blockade.    It  is  in  violation 

•of  the  principles  contended*  for'by  every  Adinin- 
isfraiiqn  under  the  Anaerican  Government,  from 
-the  period  of  WAsmNorON  to  (he  preseftl  time. 
The  correspondence  under  Gteoeral  Washing- 
tom'b  Administration,  between  the  Secretary^  of 
State  and  Mr.  Hammond,  may  be  referred  to  for 
the  principles  averted  under  that  Administra- 
tion. In  the  correspondence  before  ns  we  hare 
the  principles  as  laid  down  by  General  Marshall 

:  and  Mr.  King.    To  these  I  will  refer.  < 

Mr.  E.  then  read  the  followiti^^extfactsof  let- 

K.ttf9  from  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Marshall: 

From  ^.  King,  . 
•'■'Seven  or  eight  of  our  vessels,  laden  with  va|aahl<j 
'Cargoes,  have'  hacn  latelv  captured,  and  are  still  de- 
iftined  for  adjudication ;  these  vessels  were  met  in  their 
voyages  to  and  from  the  Dutch  ports,  declared  to  be 
blockaded.  Several  notes  have  passed  between  Lord 
GrenviUe  and  me  ujpon  this  subject,  with  the  view,  on 
my  part,  of  establisning  a  more  limits  and  reasonable, 
interpretation  of  the  law  of  blockade,  than  is  attempted 
to  be  enforced  by  the  English  Government.  Nearly 
one  hundred  Danish,  Russian,  and  other  neutral  ships 
have,  within  a  few  months,  been,  in  like  manner,  in- 
teroepted,  going  to  and  returning  from  the  United 
Provinces.  Many  of  them,  a>  'v^^H  ajs  sbm^  of  oura, 
arrived  in  the  Texel  in  the  course  of  tiie  last  Winter ; 
the  severity  <3€  which  obliged  the  English  fleet  to  re- 
turn to  their  ports,  leaving  a  few  frigates  only  to  raako 
abort  cmises  off  thOvTexel,  as  the  season  WiOuld  allow. 
My  olject  has  been  to  prove  that,  in  this  situation  of 
the  investing  ^eet*  there  can  be  no  elective  blocVade, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  said  to  exist  without 
*  a  competent  force,  stationed  and  present  at  or  near  .the 
entrance  Of  tie  blockaded  port." 

Esriract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  King  to  Lord  GrmwiUe^ 
dated 

LoHDOF,  JMby  33, 179^. 

'  '*'It  seems  scarcely  neceasary  io  observe,  that  the 
>  presence  of  a  competent  force  is  essential  to  constitute 
a  blockf^ ;  and  although  it  is  usual  for  the  bellrge- 
erent'  to  give  notice  to  neutral  nations  when  he  insti- 
iotes  a  blockade,  it  is  not  customary  to  give  anv  notice 
of  its  discontinuance ;  and  that  consequently  toe  pres- 
ence of  Uie  blockading  force  is  the  natural  criterion  by 
which  the  neutral  is  enabled  to  ascertain  the  existence 
of  the  blockade,  in  like  mahnar  as  the  actual  invest^ 
ment  of  a  besieged  place  is  the  only  evidence  by  which 
we  decide  whether  the  siege  is  continued  or  raised.  A 
Mege  may  be  commenced,  raised,  recommenced  and 
raised  again,  but  its  existenice  at  any  precise  time  must 
always  depend  'upon  the  fact  qf  the  presence  of  an  in- 
vesting army.  This  interpretation  of  the  law  of  block- 
ade b  of  peculiar  importance  to  nations  situated  at  a 
great  distance  from  each  other,  and  between  whom  a 
oonsiderabls  length  of  time  is  necessary  to  send  and 
receive  information." 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Marskail,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Mr,  King,  dafed 

Seftsmbxe  20,  1800. 
**  The  right  to  confiscate  vessels  bound  to  a  block- 
aded port,  has  been  unreasonably  extended  to  cases 
not  coming  within  the  rule,  aslieretofore  adopted. 


'*0n  this  principle,  it  might  well  be 
whether  this  rule  can  be  applied  to  a  placo  not  i 
pletely  invested  by  land  as  well  as  \rf  oea.  If  we  ex* 
amine  the  reasoning  on  which  it  is  founded  the  tight 
to  intercept  and  confiscate  supplies,  designed  for  a 
blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difficult  to  resist  the  ooavk- 
tion  that  its  extension  to  towns,  invested  by  sea  only 
is  an  unjustifiable  encroachment  on  the  right  of  neu- 
trals. But  it  is  not  of  this  departure  from  principle— 
'a  departure  which  has  receii^ed  some  sanction  from 
practice— that  we  mean  to  complain^  It  is,  that  ports, 
not  effectually  blockaded  by  a  force  capable  of  c<»n- 
pletely  investing' them,  have  yet  been  declared  ins 
state  of  blockade,  and  vessels  attempting  to  enter 
therein  have  been  seized,  and,  on  that  account,  coo- 
fiscated." 

I  have  shown,  from  the  qorrespcindence,  that 
the  blockade  of  Mayt  1806,  was  the  only  utie  in- 
cluded io  the  demaod  of  the  Executive.  I  havt 
shown  that  it  is  not  only  a  violation  of  our  neu- 
tral right«.  but  of  the  principlea  contended  for  bf 
men  of  all  political  parties  under  every  adminis- 
tration of  this  country  ;  and  1  cannot  hot  ezprcai 
my  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
should  consider  that,  under  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  this  blockade  ought  not  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  demand  of  the  Executive  on  Great 
Britain;  that  he  should  declare  in  the  hearing  of 
the  British ^agent  that  demands  had  be^n  made 
by  the  Executive  of  the.  United  Siatea  which  it 
would  be  extremely  convenient  for  ua  if  Great 
Britain  Would  allow,  but  which  she  neTcr  could 
yield.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  en- 
tered into  an  argument  to  show  that  ihe  Berlim 
and  MDad  decrees  are  not  repealed.  We  hiava 
iust  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  Miaisters 
he  has  left  France  at  a  time  to  bring  os  certain 
information  on  this  question.  I  have  no  Wish  to 
enter  on  this  interesting  question,  with  a  band- 
age round  my  eyes.  Whether  France  has  com- 
Eiied  with  her  engagements;  whether  France 
as  failed  in  her  engagements,  cannot  be  a  sob- 
ject  of  ingenious  speculation  many  days  longer. 
Whatever  may  be  the  information  receiTed,! 
shall  endeavor  to  adhere  to  what  I  deem  the  real 
interests  of  my  country,  and,  so  fiir  as  I  am  able, 
to  maintain  its  rights  against  the  unprincipled 
aggressions  of  every  foreign  nation. 

I  will  now  mkke  a  few  observations  on  the  bill 
before  the  House.  It  contains  but  a  single  sec- 
tion, aqd  exempts  from  forfeiture  god<ls  owned 
wholly  by, citizens  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port  prior  to 
the  second  day  of  February,  1811.  When  tha 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  t^ 
subject  of  modifications  of  the  non-intercouise 
system  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  it  appeared  to  be  the  UDanimoiis 
sentiment  of  the  committee,  that  goods  which 
hadjleft  a  British  port,  before  the  President's  proc- 
lamation reached  the  port  ought  to  be  exempt 
from  the  penalty  of  the  non-intercourse  law,  al- 
though they  might  not  arrive  until  after  the  2d 
day  of  February.  It  was  considered  not  incon- 
sistent with  an  honest  compliance  with  our  en- 
gagements with  France^  and  seemed  tobereqoired 
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bf  that  geoeral  priheiple  of  poLioy  which  is  akI- 
bered  to  in  ail  free  countries,  of  allowing  suffi* 
cieot  notice  to  its  citizens  of  the  commencement 
of  penalties  and  forfeitures.    The  bill  for  en for- 
eiog  the   non-intercourse  sfstem  was  reported 
witn  that  limjted  provision.    After  the  bill  was 
primed  various  statements  were  received  by  the 
committee,  all  tending  to  show  that  the  orders  of 
oar  merchants  were  sent  out  in  September  anO 
October ;  tbat^  from   the  chaise,  in  the  actual 
state  of  commercial  capital  in  this  country,  goods 
were  at  present  purcibased  with  cash,  and  not 
only  became  the  property  of  our  citizens  under 
tbe  orders  of  merchants  sent  before  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  issued,  but  wejre  at  the  risk  of 
tbe  purchasers;  that  these  goods  were  actually 
paid  for  before  the  President's  proclamation  is- 
sued *,  that  they  coul  1  not  be  brought  in  before- 
the  second  day  o(  February.    The  committee, 
having  previously  decided  that  time  ought  to.be 
allowed  for  the  President's  proclamation  to  reach 
a  British  port,  and  taking  into  view  the  great  in- 
jnry  odr  own  citizens  would  sustain  Irom  a  rig- 
orous construction  of  the  law,  determimed  to  ex- 
tend the  time  to  tbe  ultimate  period  at  which  a 
citizen. could  put  his  property  on  board  wiihoul 
infringing  the  laws  of  his  country.    It  is  not 
supposed  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  law 
is  strictly  within  its  letter— ^it  is,  however,  per- 
fectly within  its  ojbject.    It  was  designed  to  opei- 
rate  on  tbe  nation  refiJtsing  to  modify  or  with- 
draw its  edicts.    To  give  it  a  constractidn  which 
-wotdd  eithet-  confiscate  pro))erty'6oiia^(i0  Amer* 
lean,  or  lock  it  up  in  British  ports,  would  be  to 
destroy  our  own  resources,  and  produce  no  effect 
CD  Qreat  Britain.    Under  tbe  sixth  section  of  tbe 
law,  it  is  not  made  pnlawful  to  put  on  board 
British  inannfactures  ^iih  the  intent  to  import 
them,  until  the  expiration  of  the  three  m6oths 
after  the  proclamation  i  its  being  Unlawful  after 
that  period  depended^  on  Great  Britain's  follow- 
ing the  example  of  France  and  revoking  her 
edicts;  according, ^therefore,  as  the  citlzeii  w«s 
more  or  less  sanguine,  Jiis  interest  might  be  more 
or  less  involved  by  supposing  that  Great  Britain 
would  withdraw.    Orders  sent  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  the  President's  proclamation  violated 
no  existing  law.    Those  sent  afterwards  cannot 
be  considered  atf  given  in  violation  of  law,  in- 
asmuch ab  the,  commencement  of  the  law  de* 
pended  on  a  contingency,  viz  :  the  modification 
or  withdrawal  of  tbe  British  orders.    There  is 
soother  circumstance    which   operate  on  the 
committee:  The  law  of  the  last  session  was  not 
considered  by  tbe  committee  as  a  plain  rule  of  ac- 
tion which  every  citizen  could  clearly  compre- 
hend, and  so  arrange  his  affairs  as  toavoid  its  pen- 
alties. ,  The  fourth  sectipn  of  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion revives  certain  sections  of  another  act,  6ti 
the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  three  monUis 
after  that  event  shall  have  been  proclaimed  by 
tbe  President.    This  reviving  section  does  not 
declare  that  from  and  after  three  montlis  from  the 
date  of  the  President'^  proclamation  there  shall 
be  non-int^course.  but  that  particular  sections  of 
a  former  noo-intercoorse  law  ahall  be  revived. 


Bach  of  the  revived  sections  contain  the  w<>idt 
**20th  of  Mav  next,"  and  it  has  been  made  a 
i)uestion  whetner  these  words  are  reyived  as  part 
of  the  sections.  It  is  not  supposed  bv  me  that 
such  is  a  proper  coi^struetLon  of  tbe  law.  It  is 
only  stated  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
law  was  not  in  that  clear,  decided^fortn  in  which 
penal  statutes  ought  to  be  enacted.  In  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  law,  more  regard  was  paid 
to  its  objects  and  principle?  than  to  its  strict  let- 
ter. And,  if,  for  the  purpose  bC  affording  relief 
in  cases peeuliarly  hard  and  operating  on  our  own 
citiseiis  exdusively,  we  have  placed  oi;i  thelaw 
a  construction  not  warranted  by  its  letter;  I  hope 
we  shall  be  justified  by  the  purity  of  the  motives 
under  which  we  have  acted.     ^ 

Mr.  Emott  eiplained. 

Mr.  Stitrqes  said  he  w&s  happyr  that  he  felt 
himself  so  situated  that  be  could  avoid  that  course 
of  discussion  upon  the  present  occasion,  so  mOch 
reprobated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Bpp£s)  from  Virginia,  He  said  he  should  not. 
undertake  to  enter  into  a  difcus>ion  of  our  for- 
eign relatiops,  nor  say  much. upon  our  restrictive 
system;  that  his  friend  from' New  York  (Mr. 
EMOTT)-hftd  already  d6pe  that  fully  and  ably. 

He  said  he  was  at  present  incliped  to  support  v 
theamendn^Bt  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr,  RuaA,  of  Tennessee,)  and  if  the 
words  should  be  stricken  out  as  proposed  by  ihaC 
ffentleman,  (as  one  good  turn  deserved  another,) 
be  hoped  he  would  hedisposed  to  support  a  prop- 
osition,, which  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  then  submit  to 
the  Committer  If  the  Committee  should  agree 
to  strike  out,  Mr.  S.  would  then  propose  to  iusert . 
in  lieu  thereof,  after  tbe  words  "be  it  enacted"  the 
followiiig  words,  (which  he  read  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee^) viz:  *fThat  an  act  entitled  an  act^Qoncern- 

*  ing  the  commercial  Intereourse  between  the 

*  United  States  arid  Great  'Britain  and  France} 

*  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes, 

*  passed  May  1, 1810,~be  and  tbe  same  is  hereby 

*  repealed." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  inclined  to  favor  the  ameud- 
m^t  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  an- 
other ground.  He  was  not  willing  to  imply  by 
any  vote  of  his  a  recognition  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  non-intercourse  law,^  so  ealled,  which  could 
not,  in  his  opinion,  upon  any  principle,  have  any 
operative  force*  until  the-30ih  of  May  next.  He 
flattered  himself,  if  geiitlemen  would  be  so  good* 
as  to  attend  to  him,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
demonstrate  to  their  satisfaction  the  truth  of  this 
position ;  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  Cominit- 
tee  of  Foreiffn  RdaUons,  exercising  his  usual 
candor,  would  himfceif  be  satisfied.  The  law, 
passed  March  1, 1809,  conti^ined  a  number  of  sec* 
tions  whidh  went  to  prevent  importations  from. 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
cies. This  law  (containing  axlause  limiting  its 
dtlration)  was  to  expire  at«rbe  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  The  then  next  session  of* 
Congress  ended  tbe  last  of  June,  1809.  The  law 
bf  March,  1809,  therefore,  then  expic«d.  The 
I  law  of  May  1st,  1810,  toacted  ^that  certain  see- 
1  tions  of  that  of  Mareh,  1809,  should  be  revived 
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upon  certain  contingencies.  Those  sections,  thus 
revived,  are  the  3d,  4(h,'5th,  6th,  7tb,  8th,  9th, 
lOth,  and  18ih.  Mr.  S.  then  recurred  to  those 
sectiocts,  and  read  the  third,  which  i^as  foHptvs  : 
■  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  ehaetedy  That,  from  and 
after  the  20th  day  of  May  next,  the  entrance  of  the 
harbors  and  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ter- 
ritories thereof,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  interdicted 
to  aU  ships  and  Tessels'sailing  under  the  flag  of  Ortet 
Britain  or  France,  or  ownad  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
any  citizen  or  subject  of  either — vessets  hired,  chartered, 
or  empioyed  by  the^irOYernment  of  either  coimtry,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  carrying  letters  or  desfMitches,  and 
ako  vessels  forced  in  bv  distress,  or  by  the  dangers  of 
the  sea,  only  excepted.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessel 
sailing  finder  the  flag  of  Qreat  Britain  or  France,  or 
owned  in  whole  or  In  part  by  any  citiaen  or  subject  of 
either,  and  not.  excepted  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the 
said  20th  of  May  next,  arrive  either  i^ith  or  without 
a  cargo,  within  the  limits  6f  the  United  States  or  of 
the  terr^ories  thereof ;  such  ship  or  vesseF,  together 
with  the  cargo,  if  any,  which  may  be  found  on  board, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  condemned 
in  any  ctfurt  of  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  hairing  competent  jurisdiction ;  and  all  and 
every  act  and  acts  heretofore  passed;  which  shall  be 
wtUun  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  tne  same 
are  hereby  repealed." 

Mir.  6.  said  it  was  on  necessary  to  read  the  other 
sections  tp  which  be  had  referred,  aa  the  phrtise*' 
ology,  as  to  the  time  #hen  they  were  to /-take 
eflfact,  was  the  same  as  in  the  action  which  he 
had  read.  He  said  ^t  would  not  answer  the  pnr« 
pose  of  gentlemen  who  held  a  different  opinion 
from  hira^  to  arjo^  io  such  a  case  as  the  present, 
ffom  thie  intention  of  the  Legislature.  He  said  it 
was  a  prhieiple,  in  construing  penal  statutes,  to 
doaatrue  them  strictly.  But  he  said  it^^aanot 
necessary  for  him,  in  support  of  his  position^  to 
resort. to  this  rule  of  construction.  Tbo  worda  of 
these  sections  are  explicit,  and  the  meaning  plain. 
They  are  revived  in  the  law  of  May,  1810.  They 
m«st  be  considered  as  revived'  in  todidem  vef- 
bii^^s  the  whole  of  the  sectiobs  are  revived 
generally,  it  is  not  competeut  to  say.  that  one 
part  of  the  section  is  revived,  and  not'the  other, 
part.  If  they  bad  been  transcribed  verbatiitt,  an^ 
incorporated  in  the  law  of  Mav,  1810,  there  could 
have  .been  no  question ;  and  there  t;an  be  no  dif^, 
fM^aee  as  to  this  point  between  that  ca^e,  and' 
reiving  them  without  exceptiuff  any  part.  Mr* 
8.  therefore  concluded)  that  as  the  expressions  in 
the  sections  referred  to' were,  that  they  were  to 
take  effect  the  dOth  of  May  next;  add  the  law 
reviving  them  passed  the  Ist^  Mayr,  1810;  that 
they  cannot  have  aay  efficacy  until  the  20rti  of 
May,  1811.  And  he  said  the  j^entleman  frdm 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppe8,)  in  attending  to  this  point, 
had  implied  his  doubts  upon  it  bv  saying,  that  as 
there  might  be  doubts  among  lawvers,  though 
among  unlearned  men  there  could  oe  none,  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione,  in  reporting  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  were  dispbsed  to 
give  a  liberal  construction  to  the  meaning  of  the 
Legislature.  But,  said  Mr.  8.,  this  cannot  help 
the  matter.  No  new  law,  in  the  nature  of  an 
explanatory  law,  can  give  eflleacy  to  tbe  former 


one,  if  that  law  would  otherwise  have  no  fbree; 
It  then,  he  was  correct  in  his  ideas  upoa  the 
subject,  and  he  thou^t  every  lawyer  in  the 
House  must  be  of  his  opinion,  Mr.  S.  itfced, 
what  is  the  consequen^ce  ^  He  said  that,  from 
the  2d  of  February,  any  seizures  which  hare 
been  or  shall  be  made  by  your  cu9tom-houwoi- 
cers,  cannot  be  epnsidered  as  legal.  Yoor  Fed* 
eral  courts  cannot  condemn  property  so  seized: 
and  in  case  they  are  pade,  your  State  courts  will 
sustain  actions  of  trover  and  trespass  in  favor  of 
the  owners  thereof  against  such  officers. 

Mr.  S.  said  f  hat  although  he  did  il6t  vote  for 
any  of  these  laws,  vet,  having  been  ooe  of  tJie 
Legislature,  he  felt  nis  share  of  mortjficatioo  in 
consequence  of  the  situation  iik  which  we  were 
placed.  That  this  blonder  must  not  onlf  expose 
us  to  the  ridicule  of  our  own  citizens,  but  also  of 
foreign  nations.  That  the  law  having  oo  force 
or  efficacy,  the  President's  proclamation  wai 
without  authority*  He  really,  tberefore,  tboofbt 
the  best  way  to  get  rid  df  the  difficulty  wts  lo 
repeal  the  Uw;  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  froBitt 
sides  of  the  Hbuie  would  be  willing  to  throw 
astde  party  spirit,  and  unite  in  end^voriog  to  do 
some  wiise  thiuff,  and  thereby  remove  the  iaptt* 
tation  to  which,  by  <fnt  blunder,  we  have  tob* 
jected  ourselves. 

He  thought  w^  ought  to  begin  anew,  wi  re 
nioi^e  the  rubbish  out  of  the  way.  We  M  beea 
^oiog  headlong,  and  prog^reasing  in  bhmden  for 
bevernl  years.  We  began  ai  the  sessiofl  ofO^^' 
cress,  1806  and  1806,  and  owing  to  pride  of  opin- 
ion, or  some  other  cause,  our  affairs  hive  beea 
growing  worse  and  worse.    He  thoiTjht  oar  pros- 

Eect  a  gloomy  one,  and  he  feared  our  fiiie  ivoold 
e  dreadful,  iiidee!d,  unlesa  we  retraced  oar  steps. 
He  said  there  were  do  natural  causes  which  ne- 
cessarily produced  our  diflfieullies.  Tbef^e^ 
owing  to  our  own  mismanagemenu;  aod  nwe 
would  unite  in  changing  our  course,  we  vapi 
yet  be  prosperous. 

Mr. Wbioht.— Mr. Chairman:  Thcgenile^tt 
from  New  York  <Mr.  Emott)  labored  yesurdtf 
for  three  hours  bo  his  proposed  amendraeBU* 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  exercised  all  W 
ingenuity  toaeduce  us  into  a  violation  of  Jff  "'"J 
of  the  natioh,  pledged  in  the  act  entitled  •^nt« 
concerning  tne  commercial  intercoorse  betweea 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britaia  and  Frawj 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purpose*. 
By  this  act  the  nation  pledged  itself  to  Gr^V*",; 
ain  and  to  Prance,  "  that  if  either  of  them  ihooj 

*  so  revoke  or  modify  their  edicts  that  they  should 

*  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  ot  ta 

*  United  States,  that  the  President  '^^^'f^ 

*  prdclamation,  declare  the  same;  and  lM'»"r; 
»  months  after  the  dat«  of  said  ^proclmtw^ 
»  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchabdise,  the  i^r^ 
'  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  other  osiw 
»  her  colonic*  or  dependencies,  shoM  be  irD|»^^ 
» Into  the  United  States;"  The  Go^^^^f  Je 
strictly  preserving  her  neutral  character,  at 
san^e  moment  presented  to  both  naiioos  tfle  »  _^ 
proposition,  and  by  the  solemt^ity  of  j?V  !/U# 
the  face  of  the  world,  pledged  the  fttth  of  n»^ 
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Dfltfon  to  the  fiiithfal  performaoce  of  the  condi- 
tioD  abore  stated^  on  their  pwrt  to  be  performed, 
in  the  event  of  either  Gkeat  Britain  or  France  ao 
reroking'  or  tbodifying  their  ctdiets  tbAt  they 
should  cease  to  Tiiiiate  the  aentral  commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

France,  on  the  5th  of  Augfost,  1810,  did  so  re- 
voke her  edicts  that  they  shoald  ceai^ie  to  violate' 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States  after 
the  second  day  of  NoVenibiMr ;  and,  although  the 
fact  has  been  established  by  the  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Cadore,  of  the  5th  of  August,  to  General  Ar^n- 
strong,  our  Minister  at  Pans,  and  by  him.  com- 
municated to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ; 
and,  although  the  President  did,  by  his  procUr 
matioo,  bearing  date  the  second  or  November, 
10  obedience  to  the  said  act  of  Congress,  declare 
"  that  the  edicts  of  France  violating  the  neutral 
'  commerce  of  the  United  States  had  been  so  re- 

*  yoked  or  modified  that,  from  and  after  the  ^e- 
'  end  day  of  November,  they  would  cease  to  vio- 

^  late  the  ueutral  commerce  of  the  United  States  f' 
larherebf,  after  the  expiration  of'  three  months 
from  the  date  of  said  proclarbation,  by  virtue  of 
tlie  act  aforesaid,  "no  goods,  wares,  or  mercban- 

*  dise,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
'  Great  Britain,  her  colonies  pT  dependencies, 

<  should  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  un- 

<  less  she,  before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  re- 
'  vbked  h^r  edicts,"  Yet,  sir,  this  gentleman,  to 
the  bill  on  the  table  contempktiog  a  faithful 
execution  of  the-  no'n-intereourse  Taw  against 
Qreat  Britain,  has  pro|:M>sed  an  amendment  that 
''no  vessel  or  merchandise  shall  be  liable  to  seix- 

<  ure  or  forfeiture,  on  account  of  any  infraction, 
'  br  presumed  infractioti,  of  the  provisions  of  the 

met  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement;"  thereby 
substantially  to  repeal  the  n  on -Intercourse  act, 
although  Frabce  has  revoked  her  decrees,  and 
Britain  has  refusecl  to  revoke  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  by  the  last  Information  «from  our  Minis* 
ter  in  London,  every  spark  of  hope  of  th^ir  b^ing 
revoked  had  been  extinguished. 

That  gentleman,  a  representative  of  the  Amer^ 
iean  people,  has  proposed  this  direct  breach  of 
public  fftith,  and  as  a  pretext  to  the  unprfncipled 
act,  has  had  the  temerity  to  declare  *'  that  the 
'  President  had  no  authority  to  issue  his  procla- 
'  mation ;  that  the  assurances  of  France  to  our 

*  Ooveroment  were  deceptive  5  that  tbe  Berlin. 
'  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  revoked  ;  and  that 

*  the  nod  intercourse  act  is  not  in  force;"  and 
thus  has  arraigned  the  President  for  issuing  his 
ptoclamation. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  Departments  of  the 
Government  are  distincftly  marked,  and  the  Presi- 
dtet  authorized,  as  the  legitimate  organ,  to  dis- 
charge every  function  of  the  Executive.  Besides, 
the  non-intercourse  act  has  expressly  authorized 
and  directed  him,  by  proclamation,  to  declare  tbe 
fact  of  the  revocation  or  modification  of  the 
edicts  which  the  belligerents  were  by  that  act 
invited  to  revoke. 

As  well  might  that  (gentleman  question  the  le- 
gitimacy of  a  treaty  aiter  it  had  been  ratified  and 
declared  by  prociamatien,  or  an  act  of  Congreas 


after  it  had  passed  the  asualforms  and  been  duly 
published.  Sir,  this  act  of  the  President,  as  to 
every  fact  stated,  implies  absolute  vtrity,  and, 
like  any  other  record,  can  be  tried  only  by  itself. 
Had  tbe  gentleman  contented  himself  with  the 
discharge  of  his  Legislative  duties,  and  indulged 
the  President  in  the  exercise  of  nis'^'xecuiive 
functions,  we  should  have  been  relieved  from  a 
long  speech,  calculated  only  to  inculpate  the 
President  and  expose  the  gentleman's  devotion 
to  Qreat  Britain.  How,  I  ask,  could  the  Presi- 
dent act  a  difi*erent  part,  from  the  evidence  in  the 
case?  The  Duke  of  Cadore,  the  French  Minis* 
ter  of  Foreign  Relations  at  Paris,  in  Writing  in- 
formed. GK?ner9l  Armstrong,  the  American  Min- 
ister at  that  Court,  on  the  fiifth  of  August,  "  that 

*  he  was  authorized  td  declare  to  him,  that  the 

*  decrees i>f  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
'  that  after  the  first  of  November,  theywill  cease 
'  to  have  effect ;  1t  b^'i^g'  understood  that,  in  con- 
'  sequence  of  this  declaration,  the  English  shall 
'  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce 
'  tbeneW  principles  of  blockade  which  they  have 

*  wished  to  establish,  o>*,  that  the  United  Stales^ 

*  conformably  to  the  act  you  haTe  just  commn- 
^  nicarted,  shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected 

*  by  the^^nglish.'^  General  Armstrong  immedi^ 
ately^commoni^ted  it  to  the  President^  who,  be- 
inff-tlnis  in  possession  of  the  iafonaation,  was  not 
only  authorized,  but  hotmd  to  issud  his  procla- 
mation. 

1  would  ask,  if  this  diptoinatie  endeaee,  the 
establtshed  mode  of  communication  between  na- 
tions, is  not  to  be  reoetved  and  respected,  If 
national  confidence  is  not  destroyed,  and  an  end 
nut  to  all  diplomatic  intercourse  ?  Was  not  the 
President,  in  good  faith,  bound  to  believe  the  ikct, 
and,  believing  it,  bound  to  act  as  he  did  ? 

Sir,  if  Great  Britain  had  made  the  Nke  com* 
niunication  through  Lord  Wollesley  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  and  he  to  the  President,  who  had,  thereupon'^ 
i'^ued  his'  proclamation,  what  would  have  beea 
the  conduct  and  language  of  this  ^ntleman  and 
those  who  think  with  him^in  political  opinion  ? 
They  would,  1  have  no  doubt,  b^en  prepared  to 
eulogize  the  President,  and  publicly  approve  the 
act.  In  this  assertion  1-  am  not  left  to  conjec- 
tare,  but  will  prove  it  by  the  most  uufquivocai 
evi(knee,  if  the  gentlemen  are  consistent  with 
theftselves.  You  will  recollect  that,  by  the  act 
of  the  first  of  March,  eighteen^  hundred  and  nine, 
interdicting  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  colonies  and  dependencifs,  after  a  cer- 
tain period,  unless  they  shfould  so  revoke  or  mod- 
ify their  edicts'  that  they  should  cease  to  vio- 
late the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  in  the  case  of  either  Power,  so  re- 
voking or  modifying  their  edicts^  was  authorized 
by  proclamation  to  declare  the  same,  whereby, 
the  interdictions'^ were,  as  to  the  Power  so  revok- 
ing, to  be  suspended,  and  in  force  only  against  the 
ot^er ;  and  1  hope  you  never  will  forget  the  deep 
game  that  was  played  by  Great  Britain  on  that 
occasion,  and  tbe  diplomatic  trick  that  w«8  prac- 
tised oa  our  AdninisCfation  by  Mr.  Brsiuae's 
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memorable  treaty.  The  President  then  plaeed 
full  faith  in  tbe  act  of  the  Britiaih  Pleoipo- 
poteotiarjr,  and,  oq  the  sigaing  of  that  treaty 
which  retroked  the  Orders  in  Council,  inimedi- 
ately  issued  his  proclamation,  and  thereby  dis- 
solved the  comtnercial  injunction,  whereby  Great, 
Britain  was  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  her 
existence.  Then  the  President  acted  promptly, 
as  in  the  case  of  France;  then  he  acled  on  the 
information  of  the  British  Minister,  as  he  did  in 
the  case  of  France,  .on  the  iofbrmation  of  the 
French  Minister.  Then  the  treaty  revoking:  the 
Orders  in  Council  wts  rejected  oy  the  British 
Government ;  but  now,  in  the  case  of  France,  the 
revocation  of  h^r  decrees  i»coofirmed  and  carried 
into  full  effect.  But  the  proclamation  in  (he  case 
of  France  is  denounced  by  the. gentleman  from 
New  York  a^  neither  formal  substantial,  or  by 
authority,  although  by  comparing^  it  with  the 

Froclamation  in  the  case  of  Gteat  Britain,  which 
hold  in  fhy  hand,  it  will  be  found  formally  an4 
substantially  a  copy  of  it,  varied  only  as  to  tl^e 
Government  to  whose  proeeedinj^it  it  relates. 
When  I  assure  you  that  the  Prettdent's  procla- 
mation in  the  case  of  Great  Britain  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
and  his  political  fViends,  yop  will  feel  surprised 
at  their  partiality ;  but,  when  you  exaomie  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeniativea  ap- 
7>robating  the  conduct  of  the  Preside;it  in  that 
cascj  you  will  feel  no  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Sir,  this  gentleman  has  told  ns,  that  the  oon- 
intercouiae  ac;  is  not  in  force,  a(nd  thlit  the  Amer- 
ican people  will  not  submit  to  its  execution,  not- 
withstanding the  revocation  of  the  French  de- 
crees, the  continuation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  and  the  President's  proclamation.-^ 
Whence  does  thi^  gentleiban<.derive  the  power  of 
declaring  an  act  of  Congress  not  in  force,  declared 
by  the  President's  proiclamatioa  to  be  in  force  ? 
Or  in  what  section  of  the  Union  does  the  gentle- 
man presume  to  say  the  American  people  will 
not  submit  to  the  la w1  That  that  gentleman's 
speech  was  intended  to  sow  sedition  among  the 
people,  and  to  encourage  insubordination^  to  this 
law,  is  too  obvious. 

Sir,  the  decrees  of  France,  now  they  are  revoked, 
seem  to  be  more  obnoxious  to  that  gentleman 
than  the,  British  Orders  in  Council,  now  in  full 
force.  Ae  denounces  the  Emperor  tor  the  Ram- 
bouillel  decree,  issued  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
ei|phteen  hundred  and  ten;. which  subjected  the 
ships  of  America  to  condemnation  entering  the 
ports  of  France^  which  the  Emperor  declares  was 
an  act  of  retaliation ;  because  Congress  had  by 
their  act  o(  March^  eighteen-  hundred  and  nine, 
subjected  the  vessels  of  Fraii.ce  to  condemnatioii 
entering  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  yet  that 
gentlemaa,  when  speaking  of  the  British  blocka- 
ding order  of  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  issued 
without  even  a  pretext,  which  by  proclamation 
without  investment  subjected  our  ships  to  con- 
demnation entering  the  ports  of  France,  says, 
"with  respect  to  their  Orders  in  Council  I  have 
nothing  to  say,  as  to  theirjustice,  or  their  policy." 
ne  u  prepared  to  condemn  Fn^nise  for  bee  act  oX 


retaliation,  but  he  is  not  prepared  even  to  speak 
of  Great  Britain's  new  paper  blockading  system, 
much  less  to  declare  it  unjust  or  impolitic;  al- 
though Sir  William  Scott,  in  1  Robinson'^  Repu 
page  96,  expressly  declare<,  "that  no  ressel  was 
'  liable  to  condemnation  for  entering  a  port  al- 
'  leged  to  be  blockaded,  nnless-it  was  invested  by 
'  such  a  naval  force  as  to  make  the  entry  iherein 
'  hazardous." 

Sir,  t  ani  no  apologist  for  France — nor  do  I 
know  how  any  American,  particularly  a  member 
of  Congress,  can  be  the  apologist  for  either,  after 
France  and  England  ha.v^  both  expressly  admit- 
ted, that  their  Orders  in  Cauncil  and  decrees 
were -direct  violations  of  the  law  of  nations^  and 
adopted  frOm  necessity,  as  a  measure  of  reuliation  j 
against  each  other,  and  have  each  charged  the  j 
other  with  the  firyt  aggressions  on  our  neutral 
rights.  On  exaihining  that  subject,  I. find  that 
England,  by.  her  Orders  in  Council  of  May. 
eighteen  hundred,  and  six,  by  proclamation  had 
placed  France  in  a  state  of  blockade  r  that  France 
in  eighteen  hundred  and  seven  had  plac^  the 
British  isles  inalikemannerinastateolbtockadei 
that  England,  by  h^r  Orders  in  Council  of  the 
eleven th.ofNo^vem her, eighteen  hundred  andsevea, 
jaid  a  toll  on  neutral  vessels,  and  mad^  them  pass 
'through  her  ports;  France  by  her  decree  of  the 
seventeenth  of  December^  ei^teen  hundred  and 
seven^  declared  the  vessels  submitting  ta  that  order 
denationalized,  and  lawful  prize}  so  that  by  their 
new  principle  of  blockade^  and  their  uaprineipled 
retaliations,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
was^utup  by  the  roots.  The  American  Gov- 
ernment, anxious  to'^pr-eservelbe  remnant  of  the 
property  of  the  American  merchi^nts,  that  had 
escaped  the  rapacity  of  the  tyratit  of  the  ocean, 
on  the  tweity-seicoiid  of  Pecember,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven,  passes  the  embargo  law,  which  the 
seditious  clamors  of  certain  arch  traitors  in  the 
Eastern  States,  the  violation  of  the  laWby  trea- 
son and  cupidity,  induced  Congress  on  the  first  of 
March,  eighteen  htindred  aixd  nine,. to  repeal,  and 
to  pasistbe  present  non-inteccourse  law,  con  tinned, 
under  which  Fcance  has  revoked  her  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  and  now  expectsus  to  fulfil  die 
conditions^  which  we  voluntarily  imposed  on  oar- 
selves,  in  the  event  of  either  revoking  their  de- 
crees. . 

The  gentleman  from  N^w  York  insinuatea  that 
the  British  Order  in  Council  of  May  eighteen 
htindred  and  six  was  npt, contemplated  by  our 
law.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  whether  that 
order  did  not  violate  -the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  Sutes*?  And  whether  the  act  of  Con- 
gress which  declares,  that,  on  «iiher  France  or 
Ensland  so  revoking  or  modifying  their  edicts 
vjolating  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  that  order  is  not  as  completely  embraced, 
in  letter  and  in  spirit  as  any  other  Order  in  Coun- 
cil ?    Why  then  e;icept  it  ?  . 

He  also  insists  that  the  Emperor  of  France, 

when  he  revoked  his  decrees,  where  he  says  .the 

United  States  shall  cause  tbejr  rights  tobere- 

j  spected,  intended  more  than  the  enforcing  the  nba- 

I  intercourse  law.    How  that  gentleman  ct^ilecte^ 
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his  inteDtioD,  but  from  t|ie  letter  of  the  Dake  of 
Cadore,  I  know  not ;  and  I  am  sore  he  could  not 
from  that  letter;  wltich  siayd  ^'  lam  aothorized  to 
'  declare  to  yoq,  sir^  that  th$  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
'Milan  are  revoked,  and  that^  after  the  first  of 
'November,  they ^ will  cease  to  have  effect;  it 
'  being  understood,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
'  declaration  the  Bnglixh  shall  revoke  their  Orders 
'  in  Council,  and  renounce  the  nnew  principles  of 
'  blockade  which  they  have  wished  to  establisb; 
*or  that  the  United  States,  conformablv  to  the 
,*  act  you  have  ju9t  communicated,  shall  cause 
^ '  your  rifl^hts  to  be  respected."  Can  lanff ua^  be 
'more  plain^.that  the  revocation  was. to  take  effect 
Ob  either  of  these  alternatives  ?  Or  can  there  be 
ft  doubt  that  the  Emperor  wished  it  on  the  iaKer, 
as  it  might  lead  ^>  a  collision  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  if  she  did  bot  revoke 
her  Orders  in  Council?  HoweVer,in  order' to 
jNTove  that  tbe  Berlin  and  Milan^  decrees  ar^  yet 
m  force  against  th^  United  States,  be  read  a  par- 
acrapb  from,  the  Aurora,  in  wbfch  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  in  a  report  to  (he  Emperor  of  tbe.lbir4  of 
December,  says,  "Theordersonhe  British  Ooubcil 
'  *  overturned  the  commerce  of  the  world  j  Jthe  d^- 

*  crees  of  Berlin  and  Nti la cT repelled  tho«e  mon- 

*  strous  novelties.  Sire,  as  long  as  England  shall 
••persist  in  her  Orders' in  Council,  your  Majesty 

*  will  pernst  in  your  decrees.  'Your  Majesty  will 
^  oppose  to  tbe  blockade  of  the  coasts  and  eonti- 

*  nental  blockade,  and  to  the  pillage  of  tbe  seas, 
'  the  confiscation  of  English  merchandise.''  •  Did 
he  thus  expect  to  Itnpose  upon  us?  Has  not  this 
report  immediate  relation  to  England,  and  Eng- 
lish merchandises?  Did  any  man  in  his  senses 
ever  suppose  ihdt  the  revocation  or  modification 
of  the  decrees  as  to  the  United  States  should  ex* 
tend  to  all  other  neutral  Powers?  Or  can  the 
confiscation  of  English  merchandises  b^conceived 
to  affect  tbe  United  States,  when  he  has  expressly 
stipulated,  ^*not  to  import  any  goods^  wares,  or 
nierchandises,  t  he  growth,  ptodnc^e,  or  manufketure 
of  Great  Britain."  The  act  of  Congress  is  per- 
fect .evidence,  that  the  revocation  or  modification 
of  the  edicts,  so  that  they  should  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Sutee,  was 
ftll  that  was  required,  and  that  the  United  Btatea 
should  not  import  goods,  wares,  or  m^handists, 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Power 
refusing  to  revoke  her  edicts.  If  the  gentleman 
had  read  all  that  the  Aurora  said,  he  would  have 

.seen  it  declared,  *^that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees wererevoked  as  to  the  United  States.  That, 
'^to  the  British  paper  blockade  France  had  opposed 
'  not  only  her  continental  blockade,  but  her  block- 

*  ade  by'fite,  by  bqrninff  British  goods  aiM  by 
'  branding  the viohitor  other  customs  in thefore- 

*  bead  with  the  letters  V.  D."     - 

He  now  expresses  a  perfect  confidence  that 
the  Berlin  ana  Milan  decrees  are  not  revoked, 
from  a  hasty  letter  of  odr  Charge  des  Afiairs,  of 
tbe  llih  of  December  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  which  he  says,  '*  that  about  the  5ih  uf  Decern- 

*  her  the  New  Orl^ns  Packet  was  seized  at  Bor- 

*  deaux.  under  the  Milan  and  Berlin  decrees  ;  ^nd 
'  that  on  the  lOth  day  of  December  he  had  wtiuet^ 


*  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore/  remonstrating 

<  against  it,  in  which  he  says.  '<  I  am  sure  this  act 
^  will  not  be  approved  by  His  Majesty^  but  that 

*  prompt  measures  will  be  taken  to  correct  it."  If 
the  act  had  been  in  violation  of  our  rights,  by  an 
officer  of  the  Government,-  it  ouffbt  not  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  Government,  unMl  the  case  had  been 
correctly  stated  and  redress  denied ;  bat  we  fortu- 
nately have  a  full  statement  of  the  case  from 
Mr.  Myers,  our  Consul  at  Bordeaux,  of  the  6th  of 
December.'  *"•  The  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of 
^  New  York,  with  f  cargo  of  provisions,  and  three 

*  hundred  bag9of  cocoa  on  board,  hound  to  the 
'Mediterranean  for  a  market,  went  to^Gibraltar, 
$  wher^,  after  lying  sonf^  time;  she  came  to  this 
'port  where  sb^  has  been  sequestered."  .  He  also 
-states,  that  '^the  schooner  Friendship,  of  and  from 
Baltimore,  with  «  cargo  of  cofiS^e  and  campeacby, 
is  arrived  five^  days  agoJn  this  riv^r*"  He,  on 
the  14tb  of  ENrqember,  Mfs,  ^  the  brig  Orleans 
Packet,  mefiiioned  iii  my  former  letter,  has  since 
rbeeo  seized  by  the  collector,  and  her  cargo  has 
been  put  in  the  Imperial  custom^ boose."  The 
schooner  Friendship  has  been  sequestered;  but 
the  Consul  does  not  utter  a  complaint  against 
Fntnee.  No  1  he  knew  that  b^  our  agreement 
with  France  jve  had  no  rishl  to  impojt  any  goods, 
fTAces,  or  merchandises,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manoiaeture  of  Great  Britain^  or  h^r  dependen- 
cies \  that  one  of  them  had  just  eofne  from  Gib- 
rabar,and  that  thejr  wer^  both  laden  with  Brit- 
ijih  colonial  prodoce,  prohibited  bjr  the  act  of  Con- 
ffress  of  tbe  1st  of  May,  and  also  liable  to  be  burnt. 
Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  j9nd  from  a  full  exami- 
nation of  the  case  in  theAurora,  and  firoin  a  full 
statement  of  the  case  of  the  Nei|r  Orleans  Packet, 
tbete  is  no^evidence  that  the  decreet  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  are  not  revoked;  which  the  geotle- 
mtra  seems  ^  desirous  to  establish  against  the 
President's  proclamation^.  And  why  this,  solici- 
tudel  Lean  fihd  no  oiher  reason  for  it,  bat  that 
it  may  impeach  the  British  Cabinet— for,  sir,  we 
know,  that  Mr.  Canning  assured  Mr.  Pinkney 
that  the  British  Orders  in  Council  should  be  re- 
voked, on  the  revocatioHef. the  decrees  of  France 
which  had  produced  tbf  m ;  that  Mr.  Brskinegave 
the  sameassumnces,  and  in  the  solemn  ibrm  <^  a 
treatyi  and  that  these  assurknces  had  latelv  been 
repeated  by  Lord  Wellesley  j  yet,  after  the  decrees 
of  Fraaoe  are  revoked,  in  t^e  face  of  all  these 
aasoranoes,  the  Orders  in  Council  are  ooatiaoed ; 
and  Mr.  Pinkney  tells  ut  there  is  no  exp^tatioa 
that  they  wilt  m  revoked;  and  he  advises  the 
United  Slates  to  take  high  ground.  Sir,  there  is 
no  reliahce  on  their  promises ;  they '  have  uni- 
formly declared,  that  the  French  decrees  were 
the  eaoseef  their  Orders  in  Council  which  should 
be  withdrai^a  on  the  revooation  of  the  decreed 
of  France ;  and  yet  they  are  continued  in  full  ope- 
ration against  us.  On  the  other  hand,  Cham- 
pagny,in  a  letter  of  the22d  of  Augtist,  1809,  tells 
General  Armstrong :  '*  That  the  arbitrary  acu  of 

*  Great  Britain  bad  forced  France  into  measures  of 
^  reprisal.  Let  England  revoke  her.  orders  of  block- 
'  ade  of  May  1806,  against  France,  France  will  re- 

<  vbka  her  Berlin  decree  of  1607,  against  England. 
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'  Let  England  re? oke  her  order  of  November  1807 
'  and  the  Milan decreeof  Deeenfiber  1807  will  fall 
'  of  itself."  Hhese  assurances  naade  by  England 
and  by  France  induced  the  Unit^  States  to  pass 
the. act,  under  the  faith  of  which  the  decrees  of 
France  have  been  revoked.  Yet,  although  Mr. 
Erskine's  treaty^  which  be  in<isted  to  the  last 
was>made  agreeably  to  tjbe  letter  an^  spirit  of  his 
instructtoBs,  revokins:  the  Orders  in  Council,  has 
been  rejected4>y  the  British  Oovernnient ;  a  treaty 
which  every  well  ioformed  American  believjes 
was  made  for  the  temporary  purpose  of  removing 
the  coaimercial  resViotioas,  without  any  inten- 
tion to  ratify  the  same  ;vand  alihoo^h  France  has 
revoked  her  .decrees,  violating  the  neutral  eom- 
nterce  of  the  United  States,  whereby  we  are  bpttnd 
to  carry  into  efieot  the  non-intercpdrseact  against 
England,  we  End  honorable  geatlemen  on  this 
floor  exercising  all  their  talents  to  prove  (h«  law 
not  in  force,  or  tp  effeet  a  repeal  of  it,  or  to  exutte 
an  opppsition  in  the  people  to  its  eicecutioo,  and 
ready  to  sobscribie  to  the  BriiUh  pretext,  that  the 
decrees  of  France  had  been  the  oavtse  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  although  it,  involved  the  absurdity  of 
the  effect  preceding  the  cause. 

Sir,  Whila  Ckeat  Britain  finds  supb  able  advo- 
cates on  this  floor,  she  will  find  no  toeee^ity  to 
redreas  our  wrongs,  but  will  wait  the  'issue  t)£  our 
proceedings  in  CongresSytoaeeif  our  remedial  laws 
are  not  repealed,  or  our  citizens  excited  to  oppose 
their  execution.  But  we  ought  not  to  be  aurpriaed 
at  this,  when  ^e  uke  a  retrosJ>ectivc  View  of 
their  conduct,  their  luiited  and  uniform  optiaai- 
tion  to  the  Administtation  for  maoy  years.  They 
have  reprobated  every  measure— Mr.  Erakine's 
British  treaty  only  exeepted-^nd,  as  soon  aaihat 
was  rejected  by  the  British  Oovernii^nt,  as  b^ 
inf  made  contrary  to  instructions,  our  Ad mials- 
traiion  was  dharged  with  making  it,  liB9wtiig 
Chat  Mr.  Ersktne  bad  no  authority,  and  with  se- 
ducing him  to  malievit  contrary  to  instructions. 
Afterward!^,  when  Mr.  F.  J.  Jackson,  of  Copen- 
hagen memory,  was  sent  over  as  a  Minister, 
while  his  hands  were  yet  atained  wich  the  inno- 
cent blood  of  the  inhabitants  of  Copenbftgen,  and 
insulted  the  Administration  with  the  ehargls  of 
making  the  treaty  with  Mr.  Erskine,  knowing 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  make  it^  and  after  the 
peremptory  asseveration  "that  Qoirernmen^t  bad 
no  sueb  knowledge,  that  with  such  knowledge  no 
sttcb  arrangement  would  hkve  been  made,"  and 
"  that  no  such  insinuation  could'  be  adimued," 
be  replied}  "  that  he  made  no  insianation,  with- 
out being  able  to  substantiate  a  fact,  and  in  that 
I  nu»st  coBtioue;"  thereby  ^p^rseveHng  in  the 
eharge.  of  falsehood  in  the  Administration,  for 
which  he  was  dismissed.  Again,  04ir  Govern- 
ment was  expressly  charged,  with  ki^owing  that 
Mr.  Erskine  had  no  authority,  and  with  dismiss- 
ing Mr.  Jackson  Without  aay  just  catise;  that  hfs 
charee  was  true,  and  that  In  this  the  Government 
acted  under  the  influence  of  France..  In  order  to 
make  euch  an  impression  on  the  public  mii^d, 
Mr.  Jackson  i^s  treated  with  uncommon  attention 


treated  with  great  politeness — wben  he  arrives  in 
Philadelphia,  he  is  overwhelit^ed  by  the  civilities 
of  refugees,  tori^,  Burrites,  and  .United  States' 
Bank  directors— -when  he  arrives  at  New  York, 
he  is  received  with  open  artns  by  a  set  of  beings 
of  tde  same  description,  who  invite  him  to  a  pub- 
lic dinner,  and  to  test  their  attachment  to  the 
British  Gbvernnient  treat  him  to  "  Qod  save  the 
King" — when  he  reaphes  Boston,  there  i?  great 
parade  .in4eed;  he  is. welcomed  to  the  city  by 
tories^  traitors,  disoiganizers,  and  embargo-break- 
ers, and  Fanueil  Hall,  once  the  Council  Cham- 
ber of  the  patriots  of  tne  Revolution,  is  pfostita- 
tej  to  ibe  disgraceful  purpose  of  a  public  dinner 
-to  this  disgraced  Minister,  and  there  we  see  a  dis* 
tinguished  Senator  pf  the  United  S^tes  tesu'ag 
his  loyalty  by  the  toast  of  "Britain's  fast  an- 
chored isle,  the  world's  last  hope.'.'  After  this 
hasty  review  of  tHe  past,  we  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
prised, at  liny  measures  that  m^y  be -taken  against 
the  Administration,  when  Great  Britain  is  tn  the 
question,.  • 

It  is  not  long,  sir,  fince  the  late  Administration 
was  charged  on  tbis  floor  with  being  moved  ^ 
an.invisble  hand;  I  wish  I  could  pay  the  honor- 
able geiuleman  from  New  York  even  that  com- 
4)lime9t,  for  reallv^. Mr.  Chairman,  had  I  by  ac- 
cident been  placed  in  this  Hall,  without  knowing 
wh^re  I  was,  and  heard  the  speech  of  ibe  gentle- 
man from>  riew  York,  I  should  have  supposed 
myself  in  some  great  council,  and  that  that  gea- 
tleman  was  a  British  advocate  zealously  dischaig- 
isig  the  functions  of  his  vocation.  Sir,  he  lias 
told  us  that  our  restrictive  system  and  the  em- 
bargo were  bad  policy,  tbat  as  to  England  they 
had  no  eflect.  What,  I  would  ask,  would  be  evi- 
dence to  him  of.  an  effect?  Were  the  immense 
riots  of  the  English  manufacturers  thereby  turned 
out  of  iamploymenl  nothing?  .  Was  the  King's 
descending  from  the  throne  to  issue  a  prodamation 
making  Balifax  a  free  port,  and  inviting  the 
Americans  treasonably  to  trade  to  it.  even  with- 
out ship's  papers,  nothing?  Was  it  nothing  to 
commit,  misprision  of  treason  by  seducing  our 
citizens  to  the  treasonably  feeding  our  enemies, 
thereby  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  ?  Was  the 
rescuing  a  British  murderer,  sentenced  to  the 
gibbet  at  Detroit  for  killing  an  Amejican  citizen 
in  the  \execuuon  of  the  embargo  law,nothii^; 
when  in  good  faith  he  wi^  bound  to  have  eaosfd 
that* murderer  and  those  traitors  to. have  beta 
delivered  up  to  the  United  States,  that  they  might 
haVe  been  brought  to  condign  punishment  ? 

Can  there  after  this  be  a  doubt  of  the  powerful 
effects  of  the  restrictive  system  ?  Or  noes  any 
man  doubt |hai  the  embargo  law,  had  it  been  con- 
tinued for  twelvcmpnths  more,  and  the  Ame;riean 
people  had  been  faithful  to  themselves  in  the  exe- 
QUtionof  it,  that  the  desired  effect  would  not  have 
been  produced  t^  Ipresume  not.  Can  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  expect  us  to  adopt  his 
amendment,  after  the  nation  has  pledged  itself 
by  their  voluntary  tender  of  terms,  which  have 
beeii  accepted,  and  that  acceptance  declared  by 


When  he  arrives  at  Baltimore  he  is  surrounded  by   proclamation  %    I  am  sure  tbis  House  will  dii- 
tones,  royalists,  Burrites,  and  British  agents,  and  1  dain.  so  peifldious  a  policy  antl  reject  his  prapo- 
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^itioD  Tiolau?«  of  natioQtl  faii^  and  natiooai 
honor. 

Mr.  Rbba  supported  the  i^otioii  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  biH,  oo  the  erouud  .that  to  pass 
such  a  bill  would  be  a  breach  of  our  iaitk,  with 
France. 

•  Mr.  Bibb  moVed  that  the  Commiaee  rise  to 
allow  further  time  for  refleetioa  on  thjB  subject. 

Mr.  Garoenier  opposed  the  motion  on  account 
of  the  critical  state  of  the  mercantile  world, 
"which  required  an  immediate  decision.. 

.  Mr.  Bacon  said  he  €bould  Tote  for  the  moUon, 
because  he  found  it  was  impossible  to  get  at  the 
question.  The  bill  htad  4>eeQ  before  the  House 
Aemal  days,  and,  instead  of  receiving  a  decitlon 
on  its  merits,  luid  been  qiet  by  motions  not  in- 
tended for  the  celief  of  oar  merchants,  but  the  .am- 
barrassmejit  of  their  pioceedtagsi 

Mr.  ftomcY  said  that  ^  subject  af  thia  kind 
ought  to  be  fully  discussed;  at)d  no  objection 
coQld  arise  to  the  Iqes  of  ttme  thus  employed. 

Setetal  ffeatleaien  wisihed  to  speblrto  tneroer- 
Us  of  the  bill ;  but  the  ChairoMii  confined  the  de- 
bate to  the  qu^tion  of  the  pbmin  it  tee's  risiifg. 

Ther  Commhtee  rose,  ayes  6^,  and  were  re- 
fused leare  to  sit  again,  ayes  35. 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  in  the 
House;  but  a  motion  tp  adjourn  prevailed,  59 
to  51. 


Monday,  February  IJ. 

Mr.  Storoes  presented  sundry  petitions,  of  the 
inbahitaats  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  same 
cfllect  with  the  .petition  of  the  Syaod  of  PiiU- 
burg,  presented  the  fourth  ultimo,  whiqh  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  to  aaiend  an  act,  entitkd  ''An  act  regulating 
the  Pott  Office  fistahlishment." 

On  Biotion  oi  Mr.  8bybbmt,  a  co«imiCt«e  was 
•  appointed  to  inquire  tnto  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a 
-  Library ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Sbybert, 
GooDWYN,  and  Ely,  were  appointed  the  said, 
committee. 

A  motion  was  qiade,  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

IResdvtd^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
ba  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing* by  law,  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands^ 
and  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
lyhig  north  of  the  Iberrille  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas 
and  Pontehartrain,  west  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  sontii 
of  the  MissiseipFi  Territory ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Ohio;  communicating  in- 
formation of  the  ratification,  by  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Congress  at  their  last  session,  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  titles  of  nobility; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of  the 
United  States  as  respect  the  public,  lands,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  of  this 
House  for  the  disposal  of  certain  copies  of  a.col- 
lection  of  the  laws,  treaties,  and  other  doci^Mnents 
relative  to  the  public  lands. 
.  Mr.  Bassbtt  reported  resolutions  recommend- 
ing the  printing,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  the 
cqTlfCtioD  of  Parliamentary  precedents  made  hy 
Mr.X»AMBeBT,  and  allowing  him  compensation 
therefor.r— Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoie. 
.  The  following  eqgtosaed  bills  were  read  a  thitd 
4ime.  and  passed : 

TachiH  aiAh^mzing  the  election -of  sheriffs  in 
the  Indiana  Territory ;  the  bill  authorizing^  the 
discharge  of  Nathaniel  P.  ^oedick  from  imprison- 
ment ;  -the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled' "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  ^ct  concerniog  Consuls 
and  Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  American  seamen." 

BANKS  IK  THE  DISTRICi;  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  hill  to  inaorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Farqaers' Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  read  the  third 
lime.  > 

Mr.  SaiiLit:  asked  ibr  the  yeas  «nd  nays  on  the 
passage ;  which  were,  for  the  bill,  70 ;  against  it, 
36,as.foHows: 

'  Ybas— liemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  i)«n.,  Wil^ 
Hani  T.  Barry,  '  Burwetl  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Jeoasfl  BrMheimdge,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Malthew  Clay,  Bicfaard  Cutts,  Jol^  Davenport, 
jon.,  lohtt  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  E^mott,  John 
W.  £ppe%  WilUam  Fin^ley,  Joswtkan  Pisk,  BaniUai 
Gannett,  Qideon  Qardnerr  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Oho|M>n,  OhaHes  Goldsborottgh,  PeterMtn  Ooodwyn, 
Thomas  B.  X^ld,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Hoister,  Wil- 
liam Hehns,  James  Holtand,  Jonathan  H.  Habbard, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Ebenexer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, 
jnnior,  Itobert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis, pun.,  Edward 
8t  Loe  Livermpre,  Robert  Lo  Roy  Livingston,  John 
Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MiHer,  William  Mtlnor,  Jere- 
nsiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeelsy,  Thomas  Nevrbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Jonah  Qnincy,  John  Rfaeaof  Tenn^ 
■•e,  Samvel  Ringgold,  Ebeneaer  Bage,  John  A.  8eud- 
der,  Daaiel  Bhefiey,  Dennis  Bmelt,  OeargeBmith,  John 
8mkh,  Jamee'Btephenson,  Lewis  B.  Scasgee,  Samuel 
Taggaft,  John  Thompsen,  Uri  Traey,  Nisholas  Van 
Dyke,  AieUbald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K<  Van  Ran«o- 
laer,  and  Lakan  Wheatom 

Nats— Joseph  Allen,  Wittiam  Anderson,  Etekiel 
Bacon,  Daniel  BlaMell,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  Qalhoun,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Meshaek  Franklhi, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Walter  Jones,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Samuel  .L.  Mitehlll, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
junior,  John  Porter,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybcrt,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  8outhard,  John  Stanley,  George  M. 
Troup,  Biekiel  Whitn^an,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 
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The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac 
Wa^  theo  read. 

Mr.  McKee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  «nd 
made  some  obfervatioos  agaiosi  the  bill;  which 

,  were  answered  by  Messrs.  I^ickman  and  Love. 

'^   The  vote  was— yeas  67,  nays  43j  as  follows: 

Yb'^s-!— Joseph  Allen,  William  T.  Barry,  l)aniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Epaph- 

.  Yoditas  Champion,  Mnrtin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
jan^  Y^illiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Thoifaas  Oholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray; 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Wiltiam  Helms,  Jonathan  H. 

'  Hobbard,  Ebenenr  Hnntington,  Richard  JaclMMi,  jr.^ 
Reberi  Jenkins,  Riehard  M.  Jobnaoi^  PhiTip  B.  Key, 
Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewkijanior,  Edward 
•St.  Loe  LivermOTey  Bobert  i<e  Roy  Livingston,  John 
'Lov#,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  iMatthevrs,  Pleasant  M. 
Ifiileft  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mofeley,  Thomas  Newbold*  Joseph  Pearson,  Ben- 
jamin Pickman,.  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  EUsba  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tenaeskee«  8am- 
iiel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scodder, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  'Smith,  John  Stanley,  James  Ste- 
phenson, Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samael  Taggart,  John 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  RobeH  Wright 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
Ezekiel  Bsocon,  Burwell  BaSSett,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Ctttts,  John  Dawson^  Joseph  Desha,  John  W« 

:  Eppes,  Banillal  Gannett,'  Gideon  (Hvdner,  Peteraoo 
Good wyn,  James  HoflandyJaoeb  Haftjr*  Waller  J«nes, 
.Thomas  Keaaii,  AatQn  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  William  McKinley»  Samaei^  L.  Mitofaill, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Nieholson,  John  Porter,  Matthias 
RiiBhards,  John  Roane,  Eraatus  Root,  Ebeneaei  Sage, 
Ebeneier  Searer, Samuel  Shaw,  John  dmilie,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Charles  Turner,  junior*  Rol>wt 
WhitehiU,  and  E^kiei  Whitman.    . 

The  bill  froii)  the  Senate,  entitfed  ^'An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington,"  w^s  read 
the  third  time  as  amended;  and,  on  the  question 
that  the  saipe  do  pass  as  amended,  it  Was  resolved 
in,  the  affirmative— y^as  68,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

TaAe— Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J*  Alston^  William 
T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel  &laisdeU»  James 
Brackenridge,  John  Camphell,  William  Chamberlin, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Ds^nport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  WilMam  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Findlcy,  Banullai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  B. 

-  Garland,  Thomas  Ghotson,'Charlei  Gnldsborought  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.€Md,  Edwin  Graj^,  Daniel 
Hekter,William.Hebns^  Jonathan  H.HubbArd,Ebene- 
aer  Huntington,  Rkhard  Jackson,  jun^  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 

.  backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  William  Milnor,  ieremiab  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey,  Dennb  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Sputh,  James 
Stephenson,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  ICil- 


lian  K.   Van   Rensselaer,   Laban  Wketton,  Robert 
Witherspooi^,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Exekiel  Bacon,  Difid 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  Joseph  Ci&oqb, 
Josefih  Desha,  sAaron  Lyie,  Nathaoid  Macon,  Williui 
McKinley,  John  Nicholson,  Matthias  Richardi,  lohi 
Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  Bailie; 
lleniy  Southard,  Oharies  Turner,  junior,  and  Robot 
WhitehiU.  ' 

The  bill  to  iiKorporate  the  Union  Baok  o: 
QeorgetowD,  was  taveki  up. 

A  motion  wiis  made  to  adjodro,  and  lort-tye 
42,  nays  43 ;  the  biH  was  then  ffone  through,  aod 
paseed — yeas  51,  nays  41,  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Abjjah  Bigelow,  John  Campbell,  Wifiiffl 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Cldtteft- 
den.  Onward  Cook,  John  Davjsnport,  jr.,  Wilfiia  Elr, 
James  Emott,  William  Findiey,  CiiarlesGoldiboimii, 
Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heittflr,  WiDiiB 
HeUns,  Jonathan  H.  Hobbard,  Ebenexer  HantiB|tMi. 
Richard  Jackspn,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key. 
Herman  Kniokerbacker*  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  ksbert  U 
.Roy  Livingston,  John  Love^  Matthew  Lyoa,  Fiaoait 
Matthew^,  Al^ander  McKim,  WilHam  Milnor,  Jwe 
miah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomsi  NewboU, 
Joseph  Pearson,  John  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JMib 
Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samoel  RiDggol<^ 
Ebenezer  Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Daniel  81idl^i 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Jidm 
Stephenson, Lewis  B.Scurgef,  Samoel Tsggart, John 
Thompson,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  YtnflffB, 
Laban  Wbeaton,  and  lames  Wilson. 

N ATS-^Joseph  Allen,  Willis  Alston,  jonior,  Banrefl 
Bassett,  Daniel  BlaisdelL  Robert  Brown,  Jonph  Cil- 
houn,  Matthew  Clay,  WilUam  Ciyiwford,  Richwl  Cotli, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha;  John  W.  EppetiMobMk 
Franklin,  Banillai  GaoneU,  Gideon  Gardner,  TboaM 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  A.  Htm. 
James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Jehnson,  Wskv  ios«. 
Thomss  Kenan,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maeoo*  Wil- 
liam McKinley,  Samoel  U  Mitchill,  ThooM  Ifo^^ 
Gordon  8.  Mumford>  Thomss,  Newtoa,  Joka  NicM- 
son,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr^  Matthias  Richti^s,  Joba 
Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Johstedie. 
George  Smith,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  WUts- 
hill.  Robert  Witheispoon>  and  Robert  Wright. 


Tuesday,  February  12. 
A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoiiie 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendmeDt  dM- 
greed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  Ai 
act  to  enable  the  p^ple  of  the  Territory  of  Oriet» 
to  forna  a  constitution  and  Btate  go verniDeDt,tD< 
for  the  admission  of  sQch  Sute  into  the  uu«b 
oaan  equal  footing  with  the  original  Siat^>*J 
for  other  purposes."  They  hare  passed  the  W 
from  this  House,  proriding  for  the  remoigl « 
^he  land  office  established  at  Nashville,  in  tb«8ttie 
of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Wo^ 
and  to  authorize  the  Ref^iater  aftd  Reccirer « 
Public  Moneys  to  superintend  the  public  silciot 
land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  ''"*»  »®Jr' 
menis.  They  hare  also  passed  a  bill,  enimed  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  « AnacitoameH 
the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  8i»tes."  lo 
which  amendments  and  bill  they  desire  ihecoa- 
currence  of  this  House. 
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A  motkm  w&s  made  hj  Mir.  Love,  tfiat  the 
House  do  now.  proceed  to  consider  a  resolution 
submitted*  bf  him  on  the  19th  ulttmo;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  Mras  determined 
in  the  negative.   * 

The  House  I'esolired  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Au- 
drain. The  Committee'rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
irbich  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

■  The  House  resobed  itseifinto  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  biU  relative  to  the  distribution 
of  the  hiws,  trcartiea,  d^.    The  hill  was  report^ 

'       wtth  anendmenta.  an^  ordered  to  a  ihiMl  reiiuiiig^ 
The  Q«ttte  resolved  itielf  into  a  Cominitree  of 
tli^^  Whole  on  tb«  bill  for  estabHaliing  na va^  b«a- 
pital«.     ^ 

Go  thfe  motion  of  Mr.  6a80i^;  the  brll  was 
anmd^  in  ihefii^t  sectton,  so  as  to  appropriate . 
$90,000  out  of  the  Nkry  Ftind  alon^,  to. the- 

'      parpotea  of  the  hitl.    TIk  hi li  w^s  reported  as 
amended^  and  ordered,.to  \k  en^ro^sed  for  a  tfiird' 

'      reading. 

GOSPS  ,bF  El^GINBEfiS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senatej  makrng^  fiirtb^  pt*o- 
Tisfon  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  read. . 

rThis  hill  ^pes  to  Increase  the  corps,  and  kaves 
it'discretionary  with'the  President  where  to  locate 
the  academy.} 

Mr.  FiSK  moved  a  rejection  of  the  bill.  This 
motion  vfas  opposed  byMr.D&SHA.  I^i  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Pisk  gaVe  way  to  i^ 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  lo  a  select  eommittee. 
Mr.  LovB  moved  a  refereace  to  a  Committee  of 
'  th%  Whole-  Mr.  Porter  mentioned  t)ie  commit- 
tM  on  that  part  of  the  President'a  Message  Rela- 
tive to  tha  Military  Academy. .  On  thesie  moiioos 
a^hau  arose.  The  bill  was  again  re^d^  Mr. 
tior^M  motion  Was  los^^-^51  to  8l^-*anil  thebili' 
fcfei-red  to  the'  committee  mentioaetf  by  Mr.' 

POBTIR.-  ,    -     V    ; 

THE  StrPRBMB  COtJRT. 

iThe  bill  from  the  Senate,  proposiog^o  author- 
ize the  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Uourt  now 
present  to  hold  a  eourt,  d^  was  fead.     - 

Mr.  Rb^  'of  Tennessee,  «aidf  the  bill  con- 
tained a  priaciple  whieh  he  aieyer  would  agree  to 
saaeiioa.  It  vtll  be  fou^,  if  the  law  esuiblish- 
ing  the  judicial  courts  be  advedod  to^  thai  then, 
when  tliere  w^K  only  six  jastiaes'or  judges,  fonr 
of  them  were  necessary  to  constitute  a  ^uornm* , 
This  was  a  majority,  ind^d.  This  bill  goes  lo 
aitth^^rize  three  Jndges  to  hold  (he  fihiipreaiie  CMtrt 
«*a  number  less  than  a  majori^,  inasmuch  ob 
there  are  now  seven  circuits  in  the  United  Stf  tei, 
and  of  course  there  are  or  ought  to  be  seven 
Judges.  The  bill  conteilaplates  auMuhovation 
which  infringes  the  AindamentaL  princifidtf  ofma- 
joriliea-^Hi  priaeiple  which  never  ought  to  besuh- 
yerted,  in  relation  to  a  Legielative  or  Judicial 
body.  My  objection  to  the  bill  is  on  principle — 
coneideraiions  foreign  to  that,  affect  me  not.  I 
therefore  more  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  po«t- 
poued.' 

On  thiv motion  a  discussion  took  plane*  Messrs. 

RSBA,  Ul^NOT,  SpUTBARO,  BORWttLL^  QBOitfOll, 

llthCoN.SdSxas.— 31 


Troui>,  and  Montgomery,  were  in  favor  of  the 
postponement;  and  Messrs.  Go lio, Pitkin,  Loya, 
Bacon,  Wriqbt,  Liv£RBiORE,  and  Pickman,  op* 
posed  it.  , 

In  support  of  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, it  was  urged  that  it  was  introducing  a  new 
and  important  .principle,  changing  (he  highe&t  trr- 
bunal  of  the  United  StRtes ;  Uiai  it  was.a  law  to 
be  passed  on  the  spur  of  the  oeeasion,  (for^  unkas 
^  passed  this^ay,  it  could. have  no  effect,)  which  wi^ 
ill  ways  an  •objectionable  mod0  of  proceeding ;  that 
it  would  furnish  an  eroose  to  the  Judges  for  not 
attending;  tbit  if  was  estabtishing -a  precedent 
which  might  be  prooHotive  of  serious  evils;  for  ' 
they  need  never  hereafiter  exp^t  to  «ee  a  full* 
betifcH,  if  Congress,  Who  wer^  in  session  when  the 
'court  ouffht  ta  meet,.pouId  be  prevailed  upon  to  ' 
p4n  a  bill  to  excuse  their  atteAdance  y  and  that 
the  bill  would  operale  unjustly  on  the  citizens  of 
the  District,  who  bad  i»ever  appealed  fi;om  a  bench 
of  three  Judges  in  the  District  to  a  bench  oribreo' 
Judges  of  the. Supreme  Court.    Messrs;  Mont- 
ooMSRy  and.  Troiv  expressed  a  vAint,  of  confi* , 
.dence  ^n  the  court;   The  ktter  said,  that  Ere  of , 
the  meo^betaof  the  court  hsrd,  as  far  as  they  could| 
given  ftway  eighty  n^jllions  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, (in  the^szoo  case,)  and  ht  would  not  con- 
fide-sUch  powers  ta a  smaller,  number  of  judges. 

Against  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement| 
it  was  Mid  that  three  of  the  Judges  had  beeiv  here 
sereral  days,^  and  no  others  were  expected ;  that 
they  might  proceed  to  deciae  on  cases  arising 
wlthip  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  were  im- 
portant mid  pressing,  and  from  a  postponement  of 
a  decision  on  which  great  injury  would  arise ; 
that  there  lyere  also  spmevery  important  casea: 
which'  would  suffer  from  delay,  and  which,  the 
parties  wouldconseot  to  have  determined  by  these  ^ 
thretf  Judges  i  that,  no  injury  could  arise  from 
such  pases  in  which  the  parties  had  the  option  of 
defer  Hog  a  decision  till  another  year;  thai  the 
Judgea  wKo  were  j)re6eBt  wtre  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  character,  in  whom  anliniUed  confidence 
DUghi  be  placed,  4ffi. 

The.  quealion  on  indefinite  postponemimt  waa 
taken,  and  decided  m  the  .affirmative— y^  8^ 
nays  22,  as  follows :    -     , 

YsAs-^Joseph  AUbn,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willie  AU 
stoo,  jr:,  WiUiam  Andeiaon,  DaVid  Bard,  WiUitfn  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel .BlmisdeU,  Adam  Boyd,  J^ines  Bree^en- 
rid^e,  Robert  Brpwo,  WiUiam  A.  Borwell,  WiUiam 
Butler,  Joatph  Oalhonni  Langdoa  Cheves,  Martin  Chit* 
tenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Jatf es  Cochran,  Orchasd  Cook» 
WUliam  Crawford,  Richard  Catts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  WUUam  Findley,  Jonathaa  Fisk,  MeshaCk 
Franklin,  BarzUlai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garlahd,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Ghrajr,  Daniel  HeistSr,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  WUHam  Kennedy,.  Her* 
man  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon>  Vincent  Maflhews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex'r  MeKim, 
WiUiam  McKml^,  Piessant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont- 
aomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbotd,  Thpmas  Newton,  Joseph 
.  P^amott,  J^i  Farter,  FMt  B.  Porterr  Josiah  Qmncy, 
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John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Matthi<u(  Richards,  Sapiuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Rost»,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A*  Scodder,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
YOTy  Samuel  Shaw,  Bennis- Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Bamuef  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
foW,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Thompson,  Uii, Tracy,  Geo. 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nichbks  Van  Dyke, 
Arcfaibakl  Van  Horn,  Robeit  WhitehiUi  James  Wilson,- 
and  Robert  Wkherspoon. 

JNats— £ieluel  Bacon,  BurweU  Bassett,  Abijah  Big^ 
alow,  John  Campbell,  Jolm  O.  Chamberlain,  Willian 
diamberlin,  John  Dayenport,  jrw,  .William  Ely,  Tho- 
mM  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Naih'l  A.  Haven,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Edward  St«  Lo^  LiTermore,  John  Love;  WiU 
liam  Milnor,  Benjamin  PickmaO,  jr.,  Tisooihy  Fitkioy 
jr.,  Elisha  Hi  Potter,  Lewis  B.  Stvrges,  Labftn  Wbea- 
ton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Wright* 
>      ■  -  / 

WfiDNEBDAT,  February  13. 
Mr.  Root,  froiii  the  ct^mmrttee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  respecting  the  'militia 
reported  "  A  Wfl  more  efiTeetually  to  provide  for 
arming  and  ^cipliAiog  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  * 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain,  the 
bill  Tor  establishing  navy  hoi^pitals,  and  the  bill, 
fo^  dis|)o^inff  of  certain,  copies  of  the  laws,  trea- 
ties, &c.,  reTitiye  to  the  public  lands,  were  «ever- 
ally,  read  a  third  time,  aod  pass^. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  r^Kef  of  Eb- 
enezer Roltind,  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  aiid  Manufactures 
The  bill  for  tb«  removal  0f  the  land  offices 
from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  Camon,  Ohio, 
and  authorizbg  the  Register  and  Reiseiver  of 
Public  Moneys  to  attend  the  sali^  of  lands  ill  the 
district  east  of  Pearl-  river,  was  returned  froito.  the 
Senate,  with  ainendmrents,  which  were  io  part 
agreed  to.  ..  ,  .    i 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for^estatilishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian-tribes;  which. was  re- 
ported with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.       ■ 

The  House  resofved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  directing  tbevSecre- 
tary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  made  a  general  index 
to  the  laws  of  tl^  United  States,  and  to  be  print- 
ed and  distributed.  The  bill  authorizes  10,000 
copies.  The  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  .  '  ^ 

'  The  riouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole^  on  the  hill  authorizing  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  to  the 
Delaware  add  Chesapeake  Canal  Company.*' 

'  Mr.  FiNDLEY  spoke  id  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL  as;aiQst  it ;  wheo  the  Committee 
rose  and  reportea  progress. 

TERRITORY  OP  ORLEANS. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,'  the  House  consid- 
ered the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  en- 
ahling  the  people  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
t^n  and  Slate  government,  dec,  whicb  had  been 
objected  to  by  this  House,  and  to  which  the  Sen- 
ale  adhered*    The  ameajment^the  iasertioa  of 


the  word  ^  white"-^rcpnfined  the  auffrae?  in  the 
election  of  the  convention  to  free  ^'white^'  persons. 
Mr.  Bassett  moved  that  the  Hou«e  should 
recede  from  their,  determination  to  reject  tb^ 
amendment.  Messrs.  Pojndexter,  GHOLsoif. 
Macon,  Sheffey,  and  JSbpes,  were  in  favor  of 
receding,  and' Messrs.  Bmiue,"  Dawson,  '  Fisk, 
and  PicKMAN,  opposed  it.  . 
'  The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickman, 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays — ^for  receding  69,- agauist 
it  45^as  follows : 

TtAs^-Joseph.AIleB,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wilfis  A]- 
%tO!DvJr.,  Willlsm  Anderson,  BdrweU  Bsssett^  Waika 
W.  Bifa^,  Adam  Boyd,  WUliasi  Butler,  Joseph  Cal- 
hoiin.  Lspgdbn  Cheves, -Mstliieir  Clsqr>  iain«a  0«eli- 
ra)a,  Richard  Catts,  John  Dawsbn,  Joseph  Deslis*  Jiste 
W.  £ppes,  Waiism  Findlcy,  Meshaek  Fhuiklaa,  Btr- 
zillai  Ganastt,  Gideon  6«idi|«r».  Dsvid  S.  Gsiirlind, 
Thomas '  Gholsot^,  Charles  Goldsbotougb,  Petenon 
Goodwyn,  Wililam  H«lm%  James  Hollaqd,  Jsoob 
Hu|ly,  Richard  M.  Johnson^  Waltec  Jones,  Tboniai 
Kenan,  William -^  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Robert  Le 
lloy'Livingston^  John  Love,  Nathanfsl  Macon,  Ardii- 
bald  McBryds»  Samuel  MoKee,  Pleasant  M.  MiOer, 
John  Monig9meiy,  Thomiis  Moore,  Jeremiah  Momwr, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thoibas  Newbold,T^iiias  New- 
ton, John  Nicholson,  JoseplLPearson,v  Elisha  tL  Pot- 
ter, John  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rtchaida,  SaoK 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  £benezer  Sa^e«  John  A. 
Bcudder,  Adam  8ey))ert,  Samnel  ^haw,  Daniel  l3be&y, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Henry  SonUiard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Sttephenson,  George 
M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  .Nich51as  Van  Pjrks, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakky,  Robett 
Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

IfAVs^-Etekiel  Bi^con,  David  Bard,  Abifah  Bige- 
Iqw,  Daniel  BlaisdeH,  James  BreckenrMge,  R6beit 
Brown*  iohn  G.  ChambeHain;  Wiflism  Chambeiliii, 
WUUam  Orawibrd>  John  Divenport,  jr.,  WillkMElyj 
J^mes  £nM>tt,  Jonathan  Fisfc,'  Thomas  R.  Gold,  ffa- 
thaniel  A.  H«veii,  Jonathan  H.  HnbiiSu'd,  Eboaawr 
Huntington, .  Richartl  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Ifinkmrn, 
Herman  Knickerbil<^er,  Aayon  Lyle,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, William  McKinlev,  William  Milnor,  Samnel 
L.  Mitchill;  Jonathatv  O.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  John  Porter,  Jostah  Quinoy,  John  Rhea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Erastus  Root,  John  Rio^,  Thontss  Sammoos, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jolm  Srailie,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Lewis  B.  6furges,€laHM]«lTi«- 
gart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  THef,  Labaa  WlMstsn, 
and  Robert  WhMiiU.  ^   , 

The  hill. from  th«  gjeoate,  entttM-^  An  aet 
making  a  furtbeV  distribution  of  sueli  i»#t  of 
the  United  States  as  respeet  the^ohlit  lavds," 
was  r^ad  the  third  tim^  as'ameaded,  aad  pantd. 


Thursday,  February  14. 

The  bill  more  efiectoaUy  to  provide  for  a raiflg 
and  disciplining  the  militia  of  th«  United  States 
w^  read  twic^,  and  •committed  to  a  Goaiak|ee 
of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Wbig^t,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message^  at  the 
conamencemeot  of  the  session, 'whiehTelates  to 
that  part  of  West  Florida  acquired  by  the  treaty 
of  Louisiana,  presented  a  bill  Jor  the  esiablislH 
ment,  gorcnuiMiit,  and  pioteetiooi  of  tht  Mohtlc 
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Territory ;  wfifch  was  read  twice,  and  comfuit- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
n^xt. 

Mr.  Root,  froin  .  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
-  presented  a  till  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Sim- 
eon Knight;  which  was  read  twice",  and  commit- 
ted (ott  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mofrow.   . 

On  mption  of  Mr.  Gholsoh, 

Besolved,  That  this  CommiUee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision,  bv  law,  to  enable  the 
officers  and  soldier*  of  the  Vilrgioia  line,  (in  the 
Ri$7olttiionary' war,)  on  State  efitaolishment,  their 
iieirsy  or  assigns,  to  locate  the  warrants  which 
they  may  hold  for  faads  granted  fop  ipilitary  aer* 
fieaa,  on  landa  within  the  limits  ofthv  territory 
tffier f«d  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virgimfk  for 
-  her  Contineaul  and  &(tate  troops,  according  to 
tb^  true  intent  an^  meaning  of  the  fifth  condi- 
'tioD'in  the  proposftion  of  cession  from  Virginia 
to  tJ^e  United  States,  which  fifth  condition  w^s 
acceded  to  by  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
said  committee  have  leayfe  to^report  by  bilj,  oi* 
otherwise.  .    - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbert, 

J,  Ofdered,  That  the  nremorial  of  .th^  Philadel- 
phia Chamber  of  Commerce^  presented  on  the 
burlh  of  Jdnuary^  1803,  be  referred  to  ihe  Corhr 
\  mittee  of  the  whole  House  or  the  bill  to  sec6re 
to  %wf^  of  the  United  States  an  equal  adran* 
tue  in  exporting  articles  the.  flprowlb  or  produea 
of^the  United  States  to  for^pii  porlif,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Satbbrt,  from  the  oommittee  appointed 
d«  the  eleventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  making 
a  itirther  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  li- 
brary ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committ^  to 
,   a  Committee  of  the'Whote  to-morrow. 

-Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
meansi  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  more 
effectual  accountability  ofpersons  intrusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  money?;  which  was 
•  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a.  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Saturday  next,- 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  leUer 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tranamitting 
sundry  documenu  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
act  passed  at  the  lasl  session,  "  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  praetieal 
use  of  the  torpedo,  or  sohmarine  explosion;" 
which  were  read,  and  qrdered  to  he  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioi^  of  the 
no  finished  business  of  yesterdajr^  and  the  ques- 
tion depeodiuff  at  the  tim^  of  adjoupnment,  to 
wit :  "  Shall  the  Committee  of , the  whole  Honse 
hare  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  bill  from  the  Sea* 
ate,  entitled  *  Ail  act  authorizing  the  sale  and 
grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company," 
was  again  stated^  and  the  question  being  taken^ 
was  detei^mined  in  tlie  negative. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  cause  a  general  index  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  be  made,  printed,  and  distribu- 
ted, was  read  the,  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message   from   the  Senate  informed  the 


House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^'  An  act  milking  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Governpient,  durins  the  year- one, thou- 
van d  eight  hundred  and  elev^p,".  with  amend- 
ments. They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  to  establish  the  districts  of  Mumphrcy- 
inagog,.of  Oswe^atchie,  apd  of  the  White  Monur 
tains  j^'  to  which  amendments  and  bill  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  motfon  wiis  made  by  Mr.  Eppes,  that  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled^ An  act  authori- 
zing the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
public  land  to  the  -  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Companv,''  be  recommitted  to  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  resolved  itr  the'affirmative. 

Another' motion  was  then  niade  by  Mr.  Eppbs, 
that  th^  said  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Sat- 
urday next;  i^nd  the  question  being  taken  there- 
on, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A'  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Van  13tk^  that  it 
be  the  order  for  this  day  ;  and  the  question  being 
talreo,  it  was  resolved  in  th^  affirmative* 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
and  gr^t  of  a  certain  tract  or  paroeTof  public 
land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  I>elaware  Canal 
Company. 

Mr.  £ppB9Tnoved  to  strike  out  the  whole,  and 
insert  a  clause  providing  for  dividit^  betweeii  the 
several  Stated,  according  to  their  population,  a 
certain  quantity  x>f  public  landd,  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement.  \ 

Messrs.  Wright,  Key,  Ross,  and  Vam  Dvkb, 
opposed  the  ^striking  oiit,  abd  Messrs.  Sppif, 
BoYo,  McKifiy  Holland,  and  Soutbaad,  sop- 
ported  it. 

The  CommiUee  ro&e^  reported  progres^i  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  agatn. 

Fbidat,  Febryary  15. . 

Mr.'  Newton,  from  the  Coinmittee  of  Com- 
merce and  MaaufacMirep,  presented  a  bill  to  annex 
a  part  of  the  State  jof  New  Jersey  to  the  collec- 
tion district  of  New  York ;  to  remove  the  office  of 
collector  of  Niagara  to  Lewistown ;  to  Establish 
a  i^ew,(}istri(^t,  to  be  called  thetlistrict  of  St.  Law- 
rence; to  make  Cape  ^t.  Vincents,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of  deli  ver)r ;  and, 
out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and  Mississippi,  to 
make  two  hew  districts,  to  be  called  the  disuicts 
of  Sandiisky  and  Teche,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
,wbich  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Qom- 
mitteeof  the  Whole  tOrmorrow. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  Liv^rmorEj  the  memorial /of 
sUndry  citizens  of  Newbury  port,  in  Massachusetts,. 
p/esenM  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  pommittee  of  the  whole  < House  on 
the  hill  to  secure  to  American  vessels  an  equal 
advantage  in  exporting'  arti<tfesj  the  ffrowth  of  the 
United  States,  to  foreign  por^.-        ^ 

Mr.  MoRROWj  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report,  in  part,  on  the  report 
of  the  Land  Cpmtnissioners  for  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,  referred  to  them  on  the  second  ultimo; 
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^J^}u^^^  read,  and  referred  to  ihe  Committee 
ottbe  Whole  on  Mondays  next. 

Mr.  P. B.  Porter,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  fur- 
ther prorision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported 
It  with  amearfments.  Among  others,  the  power  of 
locairngan  academy  i?  proposed  to  be  taken  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  atad- 
emy  fixed  at  Staten  Isiand ;  tbe  appropriation  for 
buUdings.  IS  raised  from  twenty-five  to  forty  ihou- 
sand  dollars. 

The  amendment}!  were  read  an*  referred  to 
the  Commtittee  of  the  Whoje. 


FEBauAaijiail. 


REVISION  OP  PATENT  LAWS. 
Mr.  Bacon  presented  a  pctitioa  of  the  Massa- 
choselis  Association  for  the  encouragement  of 
tweful  inventions,  signed  ^s  Benjamin  Dearborn, 
their  President,  praying  a  rp^ision  and  amend- 
ment of  the  iaws  of  the  United  Slates  bow  in 
operation  respectittg  pateAts  for  discoveries  and 
ii^nttoBS.-.Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  forthe  encouragement  ofjearn- 
iDg  fti^d  the  promotion  of  useful  firts. 
The  memorial  is  ai  foUowe: 

That,  ftpm  long  «zperiMiee»  .thej  have  fi>imd  that 
tha  piresent  patent  iawa  are  inadeqnmte  to  tha  object 
proposed  by  them;  that  the  penalties  therein  are  not 
■officient  to  protect  the  merilorious  inventor  from  the 
•vance  and  rapacity  ,of  unprincipled  men^  who,  in 
d^ance  of  justice,  openly  invade  the  patents  of  their- 
fenow-^itizeus  with  a,  confidence  of  impunity,  froin 
ttib  impossibUity  of  proving,  by  legal  evidence,  what 
damage  the  injured  party  has  sustained.    .  . 

That  thi*law,  intended  to  protaote  and  Wotect  im- 
l^foveteents  inthe  arts,  is  illusive;  that,  nnoer  iU  sup- 
med  protection,  men  of  genius- have  been  induced  to 
devote  t^e  best  portion  of  their  lives  and  fortunes  in 
mMng,  improveknenti  In  various  mavSimes,  l^  which 
some  branches  «f  inanufiiotilre  have  even  rivalled  all 
other  nations ;  and  that,  to  his  gnat  vexation  and  dis- 
appomtnent,  the  ingenious  artisan  discovers  tiiat  JUs 
M  the  only  properly  in  the  Unft^l  States  which  Is  not 
ptolected  by  the  laws.   '  ,^ 

That  (hare  are  per»>nB  associated  sind  combined  for 
the  par^se  of  clandestinely  procuring  maichtiies  in 
magmtu^a,  modela,  drawings,  aUd  spedficationa,  of 
the  moat  uweful  American  inventions>  and  transmitting 
them  to  Europe,  and  there  obtaining  patents  tor  the 
same,  without  tiie  concurrence,  or  even  Uie  knowledg^ 
of  the  American  patentee,  the  easy  acc^  to  the 
patent  department  iadlitates  tiieir  views  in  tiiia  ne- 
fiirions  traffic. 

TTiat  many  valuable  American  discoveries  have  thus 
beeh  pirated)  sent  to  Europe,  and  there  patented  and 
pnUiehed  as  European  inventions,  to  the  manifest  in*. 
junr  of  tl^etrue  inventor,  and  derogatory  to  tiie  honor 
and  intere^  of  the  United  Stiites. 

T^t  property,  to  an  immense  amount,  is  already 
Teated  in  patented  machinery,  and  employed  in  various 
manofactnres ;  but  the  unprot^Ced  state'  of  the  rights 
of  patentees,  and  proprietors,  wUl  naturaUy  and  I^ec4ss- 
aanly  deter  men  of  genius  and  pioperty  from  further 
perseverance  in  improvenients  unless  Oiey  are  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labora.  , 

In  stating  tiie  preceding  fitcts,  your  memorialisU 
nave  adverted  to  but  two  of  the  many  inconvenienbes 
ansmg  from  the  want  of  due  jtrovisions  in  the  preaant 


laws;  and  tiiey  do^moat  eaznestiy  enbeat  that  sach 
remedies  may  be  adopted  as  shall  appear  oonsiitsat 
with  the  true  poUcy  of  a  nation  whose  Government  ii 
actqated  by  just  principles  of  honor,  interest,  and  dit. 
nity.  With  tiiese  views,  tiiey  beg  leave  to  inggot 
the  foHowmg  observaUons  as  the  basis  of  amendmrati 
to  the  present  law^,  calculated  to  remove  some  of  the 
difficulties  which  ex^ricnce  has  evinced  u  obstnictiiiff 
the  beneficial  design  of  the  patent  laws»  m: 

1st.  That  any  person  who  shall  violate  a  patent  by 
making,  using,  tending,  or  unlawfully  having  aad 
keeping  in  his  posMssion  the  thing  or  madiine,  or  an? 
par,t  thereof -vo  patented,  al^iill,  aa  well  as  his  aiden 
and  abett«rsy  foriWt  each  and  every  one  of  them  all 
such  things,  machine,  or  parta  thereof^  and  thras  tteet 
the  aetnal  damage  snrtainea  by  the  injured  party,  wIM 
triple  damage  shall  in  nocaae  be  leas. than  Uires  tiM 
tiie^alue  or  pries  of  the  thing,  machine,  or  parttlul^ 
of,  at  which  the  injured  jparty  has  add,  or  ofeed  fa 
sale,  or  haa  Uoenaed  the  saihe,  or  offwed  to  liccose  thi 
Same  ^  use ;  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  ths  €asaia 
the  circuit  coiirt  in  the  district  where,  the  ofi^nn  ii 
committed. 

2d.  \That,  during  l\\e  patent  term,  dlperBQD%  u* 
cept  the  patentee  or  his  assigns,  be  prohibited,  uak 
the  same  psnaltiea  and  forfeitures  as  aforesaid,  fiw 
exporting  oi^t  of  the  country  any  inachine,  or  thing, « 
parts  thereof,  or  model  or  model^  thereof;  or  of  asy 
parts  thereof,  or  of  any  drawings  thereoi)  or  of  any 
partjthereof  whibih  heve  been  patented,  without  p«- 
mlasion  first  had  and  ohtained  in  writing  from  the  pa- 
tentee or  his  assigns,  in  case  such  assigns  ahall  have 
obtained  in  such  assignmfBnt  the  right  of  etpe^g  tk 
aame  bntof  the  eoantry. 

8d:  That  no  liopies  of  ^spedficatibaa,  drawiaf^  sr 
other  papers,  filed  aa  eridehcea  of  an  invsotioD,  or 
oopiea  of  modela,  or  any  part  thereof  deposited  in  tbi 
Patent  Office,  be  alloWed  to  be  t^en  from  said  oika, 
during  the  term  <>f  jthe  patent,  except  by  tiie  psteatse, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  unless  sabh  oopiea  b^  OMitedBl  (a 
an  iasne  in  a  court  of  law ;  and  in  such  case  tl^pai^* . 
other  than  the  patentee  or  his  asaigns^  applying  &tbs 
aame,  shall  make  oath  before  the  judge  of  the  said  eovt, 
that  such  copies  are  material  to  such  issue,  and  that . 
he  requires  theni  for  that  purpose  only ;  add  the  nil 
judge  ahall  record  such  oath,  and  certify  the  aame  in 
the  application  for  such  copies ;  and  that  all  moUft 
specimens,  drawings,  specifications,  andoUier  pajMi 
.fifed  in  said  ofpce,  as  eridence  of  an  invention  orin- 
proveraient  of  any  machine  or  thing  patented,  be  kept 
from  the^Fiew'  and  inspeetkm  <A  the  fAiblie  untO  the 
patent  or  patsnU  granted  therefor  ahall  have  txjM. 


4th*  Thai,  6n  application  being  made  for  a  patent 
a  critical  exakninatioo  shall  be  made  to  ascertain  wlis> 
ther  anypAtept  has  beea  pre^ousfy' gr^^  foraily 
machine  or  thing  whiioh  wontd  interfere  witik  the  bm- 
chine  or  thing/  for  which  a  patent  is  praytMl  for,  and 
whetlMr  the  interforenee  ia  material,  -  and  whether  Iba 
app^cation  of  parts,  prindplss,  and  powen,  arealfts 
^  a  patenuble  point  of  view,  in  order  that  a  paleat 
may  not,  be  .granted  for  a  •machine  or  thing  already 
patented,,  or  which  essentially  or  materially  interiaM 
witii  it. 

.  5tfa.  That,  on  application  being  made  for  infonaatioa 
whether  a  patent  haa  been  granted  for  the  machine, 
thing,  or  indprovement,  which  the  applicant  describes 
in  his  application  as  being  his  invention,  and  which  ha 
intends  to  have  patented,  provided  it  does  not  int^^rfeie 
with  any  machine  or  thing  already  painted,  a  criticaJ 
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•lamination  ^ahall  be  had,  and  a  true  aniw^r  given  to 
inch  applicant,  and  for  Which  he  shall  ^pay  the  anm  of 
(eay'ftre  dollars.)  And  the  description,  specification, 
tnd  drawings  filed  by  the  applicant  for  such  informa- 
tiefi,  shall  be  signed  and  setued  by  him  in  the  presei^ce 
of  two  subscribing  THtnesses ;  and  he  shall  also  mi^e 
-oath  to  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  &  proTided  in 
Xb%  case  of  applying'  for  a  patent 

'6th.  That  the  person  applying  for  informa^fi  be' 
'aforesaid,  or  any  other  persons  who  shi^l  produce  a 
•pacification  and  drawings  of  his  invention,  and  im- 
provement, duly  witnessed  and  pertided,  as  is  provided 
in  case  of  application  for  a  patent,  aiid  signi^iog,  his 
desire  of  obtaining  a  patent  therefor,  and  that* ftirther 
lime^  is  necessary  te  enable  him  to  perfect  his  sliid  in- 
.▼entioiior  improvenient ;  such  specifications  and  drawi 
fogs,  with  written  references  thereto,  may  be  filed  in 
the  iPatent  Ofilee,  as  evidepees  tiiat  such  person  is  the 
fisst  inventor  or  discoverer  thereof,  in  case,  on  such 
critical  examination  as  aforesaid,  that  should  be  found 
to  be  the  foct ;  and  the  samfe  shall  operate  as  a  caveat 
•gainst  the  other  applfoania  for  thtat  maehine,  thing,  or 
iflaprovement,  as'the  case  may  be,  for  pne  year  fh>m 
^e  time  of  /filing  the  same ;  and  a  certificate  to  that 
«fieet  shall  be  granted  accordingly,  anjl  fpr  which  he 
^^all  pay  the  sum  of  (say  ten  dealers.)  And  when^ 
the  person  fifing  such  cavett  shall  make  appKcation' 
§at  hie  patent,  he  shall  furnish  a  new  specification  and 
^wing,  comprising  all  the  improv/Bments  made  in  his 
•  flwyd  invention  or  discovery. 

Tth.  That  the  mcM  improved  European  or  other 
treatisea  tod  pid4ieations  on  the  improvement  in  the 
•rts,  sciences,  and  manufoctUrea,  shall,  jram  time  to 
time,  as  they  ftre4>tibUsEed,  be  procured,,  and  kept  ii> 
|ho  patont,departaent,  in-order  thtt  ready  informition 
jniny  be  had  whether  the  thing,  machine,  improvement, 
or  disceveryt  for  which  •  patent  may  b4  afoUed  for. 


lias  been  previous^  knpwn  and  pmbliabed  in  this,  or 
•ny  other  countiy. 

8th  That  any  patentee,  or  his  assigns,  or  any  person 
4^1  persons  being  lefelly  intaraated  therein,  knowing, 
or  having  good  reaaon  to  enspaot,  any  person  or  IMr- 
•ons  to  be  secretly  vi^l^^g  thek  patent>  by  malong, 
rising,  or  having  nnlawfuBy  in  their  possession  Ibo 
thing,  machine,  or  any  parts  thereof  so  patented,  m^, 
on  oath,  made  before  Uie Judge  of  the  district  eour^-in 
the  dbtrict  where  such  offence  ii  committed*  Mid  filing 
•  statement  thereof/  obtain  a  writ  of  injunction  com* 
mending  such  suspected  person  or  persons,  their  aiders 
and  abettors,  to  desist  firom  such  violation ;  which  writ 
of  injunction  ahall  be  served  on  «uch  suspected  person' 
or  personal,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  to  appear  before 
•aid  judge  at  the  time  and  place  appointed ;  and  ia 
oaae  of  their  default  dr  non-appearance,  the  Jaid  judge 
idudl  forthwith  order  a  capias  against  them,  to  be  served 
•nd  returned  tt  snch  tinie  and  plate  as  he  shall  dnrect ;' 
•nd  if,  in  either  case,  on  ezammation,;  the  judge  shall 
^ind  that  the  complaint  is  weH  founded,  he  shall  m^e 
the  writ  of  injunction  absolute,  and  order  snch  violators 
to  pay  the  eoeta,  and  give  bdbid  in  an  adeenate  anm, 
with  sufficient  Securities  to  ^e  party  ityured,  to  be  for- 
feited, and  the  penalties  therein  recovered  in  a  court  of 
law,  in  case  such  injunction  shall  notbe'oli^yed  by  the 
natties  jointly  and  severally  on  whom  such  iiyunction 
\m  laid ;  bdt  if  such  eomplaint  should  prove  not  well 


9tti.  That,  if  the  thing  or  machine  patented  shell 
not 'be  put.  into  operation,  or  publicly  offered  for  aalo 
within  fivei  vears  from  the  date  of  the  patent,  the  said 
patent  shall,  on  the  expiration  of  aaid  five^  years,  in 
such  ease  be,  ipad  facto,  null  and  void,  an4  the  thing 
thus  patented  become  the  property  of  the  public.    ' 

10th.  Thfit  the  specific  application  of  the  specific 
parts,  principled,  and  machine  powers  to  the  specific 
purpose  fuUy  explained,  be  in  law  considered  as  con- 
stituting'the  invention  only;  and  that  mere  princlplea, 
m(»chanic  powers,  circumstances  or  efleeis  in  themselvee, 
cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  patent. 

11th.  Thftt.patentf  for  any  nseful  inventions  or  die* 
coveriea  may  be  renewed,  for  another  term  of  fonrteen 
yean^  on  application  being  made  for  that  purpose,  i^on- 
tainptig  all  the  improvements  made  by  the  patentee,  his 
heirs  and  a^gns,  properly  described;  which  applica- 
tion shell  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  same 
manner  as  an  original  application  for  a  patent,  mutatis 
mutandis.  And  of  the  great  utility  of  such  invention, 
and  of  the  intention  .of  renewing  the  patent  therefor, 
the  patentee,  his  heira  or  assigns,  ^  the  case  may  be, 
shall  give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  State  — • —  montha 
before  the  expiration  of  the  first  patent,  and  to  his  ap- 
probation ;  and;  on  obtaining  such  second  patent,  the 
patsntiee^shiali  giie  the  publifr  notice  thereof  in  some 
public  newspaper  or  nevKspapers. 

13th.  That  the  patentee  may  assign  parte  of  his  pdk- 
ent,  and  thereby  gr^iting  the  exclusive  right  oi  eaid 
.patent  for  any  particular  district  of  country.     * 

13th.  That,  for  repealing  any  patent  or  patents  sur- 
reptitiously obtained,  or  upon  fiiuae  euggeation,  the  pro- 
cess to  be  brought  within  three  years,  and  the  hearing 
had  before  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  district 
where  the  patentee  or  his  assigns  reside,  and  not  before 
the  district  court. 

'  1 4th.  That  when.  #n  origins}  inventor,  his  heirs  or  m- 
signs,  shall  make  any  mbdificatiqh  or  improvement  in 
the  thing  or  machine  patented  during  the  first  patent 
term,  be  or  diey,  as  the  ease  may  be,  may  fili;  a  sped- 
ilcfUion  and- drawings  thereof,  showing  the  application 
of  such  improvement  or  modification  on  the  original 
invention ;  which  specification  shall  be  executed,  wit- 
nessed, sworn  to,  and  teKified  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  an  original  'a^plicatioa  for  a  patent ;  and,  on  his  ob- 
taining a  certificate  therefor  firom  the  ^ecttUrf  of  Sute, 
setting  forth  that  such  improvement  or  modmcation  as 
qiedfied,  shall  thereafter  be  considered  as  patented,  and 
belonging  to  atid  forming  a  part  of,  the  said  original 
patent;  ao  fares  it  respeeU  the  improvement  or  modifi- 
cation, to  the  berson  legally  obtaining  snch  certificate* 
and  having  a  legal  intereat  at  the  time  in  the  original 
InventicA ;  nnd  for  every  indti  certificate,  the  jpaity  ob- 
taining the  aame,  sbaU  pay  the  som  of  (say  fifteen  dd- 
lari,)  and.a%  dx. 

By  order  oi  the  aaaeciation : 

BENJAMIN  DEARBORN,  FrmdeM. 
JOHN  FAIRBANKS,  Setrgtary. 
BosTOM,  JofMNiry  31, 1811. 


TBE  1/lflXKlA. 

Mr.  Cochran  snbmittcrd  the  following  resolu- 
tion: ,  , 

JUsohcd^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo  inqniio 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  detaching 


founded,  the  judge  may  order  the  complainanU  to  pay  by  quotaa  ipifitia,  to  be  ermed  by  the  United  j^^F» 
4Sie  costs,  unless  it  shotild  appear  that  there  was  reason-  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  servi^  ^r  a  limit^  ttme, 
^1e  ground  (herefor;  and,  in  such  case,  shall  decide  and  that  the  committee  have  lei^ve  to  repprt  by  biU  or 
m  to  jnstice  riskily  eppertains.  I  otherwise.  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Mr.  Pitkin  wished  to  learn  the  motiYe  of  in- 
troduciDg  this  resolution.  ^  ' 

Mr.  CooHRAN  5aid  it  was  grounded  od  the  re- 
commendation of  the  President  of  the  United. 
States  at  the  last  session,  and  a  reference  to  it  in 
his  Message  of  this  year.  He  thought,  also^  that  it 
was  not  proper  to  wait  (oi  the  approach  of  war 
before  we  attempt  to  prepare'  for  it. 

Messrs.  Pitkin,  Q,oinct,  Potter,  and  Eppes, 
were  opposed  to  the  resolution ;  and  Messri.  Coca- 
ban,  Root,  Bassett,  and  Bacon,  in  favor  of  i(. 

Against  the  resolution^  it  was  said  that-  the 
adoption  of  such  an  one  in  (he  present  circtim- 
stances  of  the  country  would  excite  uneasiness  in 
the  nation ;  t^iat,  taken  in  connexion  with  tl^e 
sitting  with  closed  doors,  it  w^uld  excite  alarm 
atid  an  apprehension  of  some  latent  evil ;  that  the 
ffradOal  arming  the  nation  was  already  provided 
for  by  law — and' it  bad  already  been  asceftained 
by  experience  that  no  mode  or  arming  t,^e  whoje 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  states  could 
ever  receive  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  ihe 
members  of  the  House.  . 

In  ihe  support  of  it,  its  friends^obierved  thai  it 
was  a  mere  r^olution  of  inquiry,  from  wiMch  no 
ill  effects  could  result;  that  it  fixed  oo^^eUils, 
leaving  them  aho^ther  to  the  coAsideratipn  of  a 
committee,  who  would  report  a  bill  to  the  House 
if  they  thought  proper;  jhat  the  present  deficiency 
of  arms  called  loudly  for  such  a  meaFure,  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  general  defence. 

Mr.  Bacon'  wished  it  adopted,  on  account  of 
reeefit  reports  from  the  Floridas,  of  the 'Standard 
of  opposition  having  advanced  against  the  Amer- 
ican forces;  and 

On  motion'of  Mr.  Potter,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
CD  the  table. 

GENERAL  ST.  GLAIR'S  CLAIM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q,uincy,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Commtttee  of  the  Whole,  on  the.  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

Messrs.   €Ii7ikct,  Clat^  Finulet,  MoesLst, 
Wright,  and  Lyon,  were  m  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Messrs.  StanfobOj  Root,  W.Alston,  and  Mont- 
OOMERT,  were  against  it. 
.   The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
lioo  of  which  the  b'ilLwas  composed.  For  strik- 
ioir  out  37.  sgainst  it  51,  as  follows  v 

TsAS— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Burwell  Bsssstt,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiaiii  A.  BurvveU,  WiHism 
Bntler,  Joiepb  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cutts, 
William  Ely.Meshsck  Franklin,  Bsrzilisi  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Peterson  €U>odwynf  Jacob  Hafty, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  San^uel  L.  Mit^U,  Joha  Montgoiaary, 
John  Rsa  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  ErastasHoot,  Ebene- 
ser  Ssge,  Tboitias  Sammons,  Lemoel  Sawysr,  John  A. 
Scudder.EbcnezerSeaver,  Henry  Southard,  Uri Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tamer,  jun.,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, and  Robert  WhitehilK 

Nats— Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  BlaisdeH,  John 
C.  Cbsmberlsin,  WilUam  Chamberlin;  Epaphioditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Orcb- 
afd  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  Emott,  John 


W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwia 
Gray,  William'  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  El^taer  Hani- 
ington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Hermaa  Kaid- 
erbacker,,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  LiringitM, 
John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Mttthewt,  Wil- 
liam McKlnley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WilUtm  MiIdsc, 
7*boma8  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  .Jonathan  O-Mom- 
Ifey,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  NiM> 
son,  BenjaiAin  Pickman,  jr.,  fHisha  R.  Potter,  Jodth 
Quincy,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  Samnel  Smith, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  3*  Sturges,  Stmoel  Taggart, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  L^ 
Wbeatoa,  jfczekiel  Whitman*  Richard  Winn,  Robeit 
Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright  \     . 

The  bill  Was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mx,  Newton,  the  House  resolied 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  tbebili 
for  issuing  debentures  in  certain  cases.  For  wiat 
of  a  quorum,  the  Comouttee  rose,  and  the  Home 
adjourned.        . 

SATfTHDiY,  Febriiary  16. 

The  bill  for  the  belief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair  ftti 
read  a  third  time^ 

Mr.  Root  Ipoired  to  recommit  the  bill  tea Coa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  to  strike  out  tht 
words  of  the  bill  and  insert  a  seotion  diieciiaf  u 
inquiry  into,  and  settlement  of  any  noliqoidtied 
accouuts  of  General  St.  Clair,  ^e9ir9,  Wrigbt. 
Clat,  and  Qhoi^son,*  oppQsed  the  motioo,  aod 
Messrs.  Root,  HoLtjiffD,  and. Ai^ston,  adroeatfd 
ihe  motion.  - 

The  motion  was  carried — 43  to  42. 

The  House  revol fed  itself  into  a  Connittee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  Chair,  oa  the 
ainendmehts  of  tl^e  Senate  to  the  bill  ffltkiof 
approprialioos  for  Ihe  support  of  GorerDOieot 
for  the. year  18ll|  which  were  concurred io  bf 
the  Committer  and  the  House. 

A*  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
Xhat  theSenate  hare  passed  a.bill,  entitled 'Aa 
aot  to  enable  the  QeoVgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  mopey^for  the  object  of  itsia- 
corporation ;  to  which  they  desire  the  coaea^ 
reiice  of  this  Hopse.  ^ 

Ord$red,  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  ap^ 
propriations  for  the  support  of  Oovernmeot,  dar- 
ing the  year  1811,"  be  comm^itted  to  a  Cofflinit^ 
tee  of  the  whole  House  thii  day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  Ao  actu 
establish  the  districts  of  Mumphreymagoff,Os- 
wegatchie,  and  of  the  White  Mountaiav  «v 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  oi 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "<  An  actio 
enable  the  Qeorgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Coa* 
pan y  to  leYy  monev  for  the  object  of  its  iBeo^ 
poration,''  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  Message' was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  the  uesiy  con- 
cluded on  the  tenth  of  November,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  Great  kud  Lrtils 
OsBge  tribes  of  Indians,  with  a  view  t05ucbfe|al 
provisions  as  niay  be  deemed  prQP^j^  J^^''^ 
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ijs  stipulations. — The  Message  was  read,  and  re» 
ferred  to  the. Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis^  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  were  discharged  from  the  con* 
sfderatlon  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
**An  act  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac 
Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of 
its  incorporation."      . 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select  committee 
of  the  eleventh  instant,  on  a  letter  from  William 
Lambert)  respecting  precedeiits  of  ordier;  and,^ 
^fter  soine  time  spent  therein^  the  Committee  rOs^ 
and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolutions 
therein  contained,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Reaolvedt  That  theve  be  printed,  ibr  the  Qse  of.Con- 
gresa,  five  hundred  copies  of  William  Jjambert'scol- 
lectioh  of  precedejiti  of  order,  contained  in  two  oump- 
bersy  under  the  heads  of — 1.  Proceedings  on  queBtien*" 
of  order  and  appeal;  2.  Disagreeing  votes  of  the  tv^o 
Houses  on  bills,  &c.  Omitting  all  editorial  remarks 
and  strictures,  and  adding  the  eases  of  order  occurring 
this  session.  The  prititing  to  bo  paid  o^t  of  the  con- 
tingent Aind'of  this  House.        .,  .  .  /  . 

JRcsolocd,  That  the  work,  when  finished,,  be  depoi^ 
ited  in  the  Library,  and  that  each  member  of  Congress, 
whilst  it  is  in  session,  be  entitled  ^  to  a  copy^  giving  a 
receipt,  and  Returning  the  book  at  the  end  of  the 
session.  ^ 

Regohitdy  That  WiHiam  Lambert,  for  making  this 
collection,  paging  the  references,  superintsnding  the 
^  printing,  and  preparing  the  index,  ought  to  be  paid 
five  hundred  dollars  ou(  of  the  contingent  fund ;  and 
Aat  the  Clerk  be  autborijced  to  p%y  him  .in  advMMce 
for  such  portion  of  .the  work  as  is  oonipleted. 
^  The  Hous^  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tloD^,  and  the  same  being  agilin  read,,  were  «ob- 
cMrred  io  by  the  House. 

REPEAL  or  DRAWBACK. 

Mr.  Qarla^h  submitted  the  following  resQ- 
latioa: 

JUtohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  sevend 
laws  allowing  -drawback  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
f^andlse,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
'  Ibreigh  nations.    , 

A  motion  was  mafle  by  Mr.  Garland^  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole* 

Messrs.  CIuincy,  Wbioht,  Mitch  ill,  and  New- 
ton, were  opposed  to  refereope  and  to  the  reso- 
lution. Messrs.  Garland  and  SaiUiiE  §poKe  in 
ikvor  of  it. 

It  was  contended  by  its  opponents  that  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution^  and  a  subsequent  de- 
strpataon  of  the  drav(^back  system^  would  operate 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  agrioultnrai  as  well 
as  commtrctal  interests  of  the  country. 

By  the  advocates  of  the  resolution,  it  was  said, 
thftt  this  system  of  drawbacks  .was  a  tax  upon 
'  thenation,  iqerel/y  to  favor  extfaneoiis  eommerce] 
•that  it  tras  not  calculated  in  anywise  to  benefit 
the, agricultural  interests  of  our  country;  that 
instead  of  adding  anythihg  to  the  support  of  th« 
expenses  connected  with  foreign  commerce,  it 
scarcely  paid  the  expenses  of  the  custom-houses. 
The  question  to  refer  the  motion  was  carried— > 
ayes  64. 


'  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  make 
it  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  of  March — 
lost,  ayes  51,  noes  53.        .       ' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gardenier.  to  make 
it  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  25ih  of  February^ 
and  the  ayes  and  noes  called.  -  ^ 

Mr.  Macon  thought,  when  a  majority  of  the 
House  had  evinced  a  determination  to  consider 
a  subject,  that  these  motions  for  evadit^g  \he 
questiop  were  improper ;  and  Mr.  Cbeves,  Mr. 
WrightI  and  Mr,  Hollanp,  spoke  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Gardenier's  motion. 
*'  Mr.  Huntington  moved  the  second  of  March 
as  the  day  for  which  the  subject  should  be  made 
the  order.  ■     '^ 

Mr^  duiNCT.  Mr.  Cheves,  and  Mr.  Gardenier, 
supported  the  motion,  .  Mr.  Burwell  was  in  fa- 
vor of  an  earlier  day. 

,  The  question  of  postponement  to  the  second -of 
March;  was  decided  by  yeas  and  Hays,  as  follows ; 

"^rBAS — Joseph  Allen^  William  Anderson,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelowt  Daniel 
BlaisdeU,  James ^iBreckenridge,  William  Butlef,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,^  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphrodiliis 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Or* 
chard  Cook,  Hichard  Cutts,  John  DsCyenport  Jr„'Joha 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  Jam^  Emott,  Xohn  W.  Eppies, 
BarxUlai,  Gannett,  Barsnt  Gkmlenier»  Gideon  Gardner, 
Thomas  Ghol^bn, Thomas  R. Gold,  Edwin^Gray,  Wii- 
Itara  Hale;  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Wil* 
Ham  Helms,  Ebeneser  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, . 
jn,  Robert'  Jenkins,  Thtmias  Kenan,  William  Ken* 
oady,  Philip  B.  Key,  Hermaii  Knkkerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis*  jr.,  Edward  6t.  Lo^  Livarmore,  Robert  Le 
Roy 'LiviDgstoOr'Viaeeat  -Matthews,  Archibald  Me- 
Brydev  Alexander  MbKim«  Pleasant  M.  MilleiS  WII- 
Uam  MiUior,  3arauel  L.  Mitdull,  Jonathan  Q.  Moseley, 
GurdoUfS.  Mnqifovd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  PitkiUr  jr.,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  .EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Erastus  Root, 
John^.Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,' Thomas  Sammons,  Leknuel 
Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Stanley^Xewis  B.  Sturge8,Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jtinior,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Kiliian 
K.  Yan  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  James  Wilson, 
Ri<^ard  Winn,  and  |Cobert  Wright— 70, 

-  NiTS^Lemuel  J*  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Da* 
vid  Bard,. Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert^rown, 
WUUam  A.  Barwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cpchran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  David  8.  Gar- 
land, Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyq,  James 
Holiand,  Jac«b  Hufly,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William,  MoKinley, 
John-  Montgomery^  Ttaiooias  Moore,  Jeremiah  Uomm, 
John  Nicholson,  Johq  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  oCTenaessee,  Mmtthias  Richards,  Samitsl  Ring- 
gold, John  Roaoe,  Ebeneaer  Seawer,  John  Smitie,  Geo. 
^mith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Jacob  Swoope.  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weak* 
ley,  Robert  Wbilehill,  Esekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon — 46.       _         .  '     ^ 


Monday,  February  18. 
The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  reeolatfoQ 
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ins  the  measures  of  the  General  QoverotDeni;'' 
,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
'  Mr.  Miller  j»aid,  that  in  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing resolutioh,  it  Was  far  from  his  intention 
to  express  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Adminis- 
tration. He  said  that  the  arrival  pf.  the  French 
Minister  in  this  country  was  so  recent,  that. it 
would  perhaps  hardly  be  decorous  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  ask  him  for  information  respecting  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  He  thereibre  would 
submit  a  reMution,  which  went  to  ask  informa- 
tion from  the  President,  and  would  afford  him  an 
excuse  for  demanding  this  information  from  the 
F^rench  Minister.  He'had  another  view  (n  sub- 
mitting this  resolufioui  Should  no  satisfactory 
^information  be  received,  he  then  intended  to  move 
'the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  law^. .  He  then 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to :    '  .  •      •  , 

Resolved,  Thfttthe  President  of  the  United,  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  information, 
(not  hcretoibre  communicated,  and  ihat^  in  his  6pin- 
ion,  h  proper  to  be'  disdosed,)  which  he  may  have, 
touching  the  legal  repeal,  or  modification,  as  well- as 
the  practical  operation,  of  the  orders  and  decrees  af- 
fecting our  neutral  commerce,  since  the  first  day  6f 
Noveo&ber,  1810. 

Mr.  MiLLpB  and-  Mr.  Sawyee  were  appointed 
9  pommitte^  to  pre9ent  the  foregoing  resolutipn 
-to  the  President.    ^ 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTfiR  [Presented  a  memoriftt  of 
WiUiam  Morrjaoa,  John  Edgar,  and  Robert 
Morrison,  of  Kaakaakia,  in  the  Illinois  TecrUoiry, 
by  Jc^bn  Rice  Jones,  their  attorney  in  /act,  com-; 
plaining  of  the  ^ille^l  and  oppneastve"  decisions 
•of  the  Land GomiiEiissioners  rpr  the  District  of 
Kaakaskia'^  and  praying  that  the  said  commis- 
^afoners  may  be  removed  from  ,ofiipe^  and  that 
others  mfty  be  appointeji  tp*  supply  their  places, 
with  power  to  revise  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
missioners aforesaid. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Landa.  ( 

J4r.  NewtojJ,  ,  from  the  Comtnittee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  favorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  ^ohn  Macnamara^  referred 
the  sixth  instant;  which  waa  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House:  when,  Mr.  Newton,  from  the 
aUme  committee,  presente3  a  bill  fpr  the  relief 
of  John  Macnamara;  which  was  read  twice^and 
ordered  tob?  engross^,  and  read  the  ;hird  tim^ 
to-morrow.  '   ,      ' 

The  House  proceeded  (o  conaider  the  hill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  Qeorg^- 
town  Potomac  Bridge  Company. to  levy  money 
for  the  object  of  its  incorpovauon:''  Whereupon, 
the  bill  was  read  the. third  tinae,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coplmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  lor  iaauing  debentures  in 
certain  cases.  This  bill  wad  reported,  unamended, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  cf  the 
Wbole  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  ligh^house  oh 
Bpone  Island,  placing  buoys,  near  Cape  Fear 
river.  North  Carolina,  and  at  Kd^rtown.  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  erecting  a  column  onCape&liza- 
This  bill  was  reported  with 


beth,  Massachusetts. 


amendments,^ which  were  chacnrrad  io,  aad  the 
bill  ordered  to  d  third  reading. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,' from  the  committee  app6ietd 
onihai'paH  of  the  President's  Message,  attke 
comnlencement  of  the  session,  which  relates  to 
the  establishment  of  it  seminary  of  learoiogbf 
the  National  Legislature,  made  a  report;  whick 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  pn  the  table^ 

.  The  report  is  as  follows : 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Hoosi,  the  eon* 
mittee  has  duly  considered  the  important  nutter  n- 
ferred.  .  '    -       .  - 

.,  A  university,  or  ins^tudon  for  the  commiiniatioQ 
Jof  knowledge  in  the  various  departments  of  literttuie 
and  science,  presents  to  the  mind,  at  one  vi^,  nb- 
jects  of  the  most  pleasing  contemplation* 

To  a  firee  people  it  would  se^tn  that  a  semintrj,  in 
whidh  the  culture  of  the  heart  and  of  the  aDd^nrtaQd- 
mg  should  be  the  chi^f  objects,  would  be  doe  of  t&e 
beat  ^ards  of  thebr  privileges,  and  a  leading  object  of 
their  ^re-. 

.  Under  thia  .convidtion,  the 'patriotic  spidtofWiifa- 
ington  led  hiitk  more  than  pnee  to  recommend,  in  Ub 
speeches  to  Congress,'  an  attention  to  such  an  and«* 
taking.  He  even  bequeadied  a  legady  to  the  nattonl 
nniversity,  whidi  he  persuaded  hin^self  would,  it 
some  day,  b^  brought  into  being.'  Two  other  hea* 
dents  have  subseq^iently  preaenled  the  nibject  to  tb 
Legislatnre  aa  worthy  of  espeeial  consideration. 

Authorities  ao  respectable^  in  favor  of  a  pnjed  « 
desukMet  carry  with  theni  great  wdight  A  ceotnl 
school  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Ooverrnnenddirtii^ 
the  raya  of  intellectual  light,  pr  roUing  the  flood  of 
useful  information  throughout  the  land,  cooM  not  &il 
to  make  a  strong  impression.  A'  noble  and  enhiged 
inatittetito  jmay  be  poUoaived  to  Impart  to  its  fofif 
the  most  excellent  instruction,  and,  by  properly  <f^ 
fying  persons  to  be  teacheiia  and  profiMSors,  to  inbo* 
dace  a  nnifonn  system  of  education  among  ^ 
citiaena.  , .       .    ^ 

On  weighing  these  and  other  advantages,  it  vm 
necesaary  to  consider  whether  Congress  jfummd^ 
power  to  found  ahd  endow  a  natioDal  amtcnitx*  , 
.  it  is  argued,  $rom  the  total  ailence  of  tlie  Comtito- 
tion,  that  such  a  power  has  not  been  granted  to  Oob' 
grass,  inaamuch^  as  the  enly  Ineans  by  which  H  ii 
iUierein  contemplated  to  promote  the  progress  of  MCI 
and  the  useful  arts,  is,  by  securing  to  authon  and  ia- 
ventprs  the  exclusive  right  to  thebr  respective  writiagi 
and  discoveries  for  limited  times.  The  ConetitotioOt 
therefore,  does  not  warrant  the  creation  of  sudi  aeor 
operation  by  any  express  provision* 

^at  it  hnraediately  occurred  that,  under  the  rij^tto 
legislate  exdosively  over^the  district  wherein  the  U»' 
ted  States  have  fixed  thahr  seat  of  Goveraaient,  Om- 
grass  mayareet  a  nnivetvitir^t  any  place  within  y 
ten  miles  square  ceded  bv  Maryland  and  ViigBna* 
T|^s  cannot  be  donhtad.  a 

Here,  howeyer,  other  oansideiptiottsaiiss.  Althseia 
there  ia  no  ConstiMitional,impedtnieat  to  the  io^'l 
ation  of  tniatees  fi)r  fuch  a  purpose,  «  tite  Oitjct 
Washington,  serious  doubtaare  entertained  ••^"J 
right  to  appropriate  the  public  property  for  its  sapf"* 
The  endowment  of  a  university  is  not  ranked  amajg 
the  objects  lor  which  drafts  ought  to  be  made  upoBti^ 
Treasury.  The  money  of  the  naHaa  sesmito^'*' 
served  for  other  uses. 
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.  The  ineorpOTfttioD.of  k  «WTetiit,]rt  witbotft  lands, 
appean  a'fruitUM  and  inefficient  exercise  of  the  legie- 
IfttiTe  power.  There  ifl^.iiklecdy  some  personal  estate 
on  hand,  which  would  Test  in  such  a  body  on  the  mo- 
ment of  its  creation ;  and  more  maj  reasonably  be  ^x- 
pected  from  legacies  and  other  donations.  But  these 
•oarcee  of  rovenbe  are  too  scanty  <ind  precarious  to 
be  relied  upon  in  ihe  present  case.  It  is  better  not  to 
legislate  at  all,  than  to  pass  a  stotutp  d^tote  of  the 
means  of  execution.  .  '        ,      ^ 

The  natter  then  siaiids  thus:  The  ereetiott'  of  a 
tmi^ersity,  upon  the  enlarged  ^nd  magnificent  plan 
which  would  .becdme  th^  nation,  is  ^ot  within  the 
powMS  oenflded  hy  the  Constitution  to  Congfress;  and 
the  erection  of  a  ssaall  and  ordinarj  college,  with  a 
ponapoos  and  iinposiag  title,  would  not  become,  its 
.dignity.  If,  ncTerthelte,  at  any  time  legisl^Te  aid 
•hould  be  asked  to  incorporate  a  district  univeuity,  Ibr 
the  local  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cbkunbia,  ai^d 
of  funds  of  their  own  raising,  thepe  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  would  be  considered  With  kindness,  as  in  other 
coses;  but  it  must  be  remembered,  that  this  i^  a  func- 
tion totally  distinct  from  the  endowment  of  a  national 
university,  out  of  the  treasure  of  the  United  States, 
destined,  in  its  legitimate  application,  to  other  ahd 
yrerj  different  purposes.  ^    , 

The  message  before  the  committee  proposes,  how-^ 
«irer,  ''the  institution  o(a  seminary  of  learning  by  the 
Kafional  L^gisHiture,  within  the  limits  of  their  exdUi- 
tfire  jurisdiction,  the  expense'of  which  may  be  defrayed 
or  reimbtuved  out  of  Ine  t^ieant  ground*  which  have 
.«otmed  to  the  nation  withm  these  lin^ts.".  On  in- 
hiring  into  the  Tahie  of  these  public  lots,  they  foU  se 
Jut  short  of  the  sum  loquisite  lot  the  obJeiA,  that,  if 
there  was  no  CoUstitutional  ^mpedintent,  they  could 
Bot  he  relied  upon,  on'  account .  of  the  smallnesi  and 
unproductiTsness  of  the  capital  they  embrace. 

With  these  view's  of  the  sul^ect,  the  Committee 
does  not  find  itself  authorized  to  recommend  th?  adop- 
tion of  any  measures  relative  to  thit  part  of  the  Mes- 
*Mige  referred. 


CLAIM  or  LIEUTENANT  KOTOHT. 

The  House  went  into' a  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Simeon  Knight.  This  bill  aoihorizes  the  allowt 
•oce  to  Lieutenatit  Kuight  of  the  3um  of  od^ 
thousand  four  hun(3red  and  fifty  dollars  and  forty 
eents,  ^hieh  were  paid  by  him  (as  paymaster) 
to  Qeneral  Wilkiosoa  a^  an  aliowaaea  fo^  extra 
ratiojis,  while  comiaande>r  of  a  separate,  post. 
This  act  had  not  been  passed  by  tho  accounting 
officers  at  the  Treasury .  Departmeot,  althoagb 
the  money  was  paid  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Attorn  eyOleneral^^  opinion  and  the  late  iBecre* 
Urv  of  War. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXtBa  mofed  an  amendment  to 
preicent  this  law  being  introduced  as  an  authority 
for  the  commai^efs  in  chief  to  daim  extra 
xatioDs  in  futiire. 

Messrs.  QoLDBBOBOiMHf  Stahlbt,  PbarsoN) 
and  Maooh,  were  opposed  10  the  prtpoipfte  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment,  thongh  in  ia^or  of  the 
equity  of  the  petitjoi^r's  claim. 

Messrs.  PoiMOBxtfiR,  Root,  Bacon,  Wriobt, 
«iid  Holland,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  questioa  on  Mr.  PoiWBXTWi'a  amende 
.  meat  was  lost — yeas  25, 


Mri  QoLUBBOROtKiH  moTcd  an  amendmetot  so 
as  to -make  the  word' '^erroneoiisly"  follow  the 
appropriation,  applyiog  tibat  term  to  the  payment 
of  the  mon^y  by  Lieutenant  Knight  to  General 
Wilkinson.  . 

Messrs^  MoKim,  Bacfon,  Root,  and  Wbioht, 
opposed  this  amendment;  ajod  Messrs.  GtoLOS* 
BOBO0OQ  and- Starlbt  advocated  it.  The  mo* 
lion  was  ne^tived.,   *- 

Mr.  Stanlby  then  mOved  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  direct  the  Comptroller  to  commence  a  suit 
a^aioet  Qeperal  Wiikioson  for  the  amount  of 
money  receive^  by  him  from  Lieutenant  Knight. 

Messrs.  Root'  and  Wbioqt  0|1posed  the  mo- 
tion; aad  Messrs.  Stanlbt  and  Lton  were  in 
factor  of  it. — Negatived,  yeas  27,  nays  68. 

The  .Committee  rose  ai^d  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment;  which  report  was  conearred 
in,  atid  the  bill  ordered  t6  a  third  reading. 


,  TuESDAT,,  February  19. 

A  ,a)otioQ  a^as  made  by  Mr.  Lots  that  the 
House  Ao  come,  to  the  followii^  resolution :  .    ' 

IU$0heA,  That  a  ootiimittee  be  appointed  Uy  inquire 
whether  ai^y,  and^  if  any,  what,  ][)arts  of  the  «ct  of 
GoBgresSjt  psssed  the  twenty-^fth  of  February,  1701, 
entided  *<An  act  to  incoiportte  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  f/nited  States/^  will  continue  t6  be  in 
force,  after  the  thifd  day  of  March  next;  in  ease  the 
charter  of  that  bank  cooipany  is  act  renewed ;  and, 
\M  that  event,  What  remedy  it  may  be  necessary  to 
teevide  fo^the  creditors  of  the  said  bank;'  and  that 
|he  eomkBtttee  have  leave  to  -report  by  Inll,  or  other- 


And  the  quei^tioBh  bemg  taken  that  the  House 
do  BOW  proceed  to  th«  cotisideraCion  thereof,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  30;  nays  41. 
•  A  Mesaage  whs  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States^  transmitiiog  a  return  of  the 
mflitfa  of  the  United  States,  as  received  by  the 
Department  of  War  from  the  several  States  apd 
Territories.^— Ordered  to.  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NEWTON,  from  the  CoiamitCee  of  Com« 
meroe  and  Manufacitiresy  reported  unfavorably 
on  the  petition  of  William  ratierson  and  soas« 
metchantsof  Baltiniore.  They  pray  to  be  allows 
to  re-eater  the  custoni-hottsedutiesoaa  large  quau- 
tfty  of  coffee  and  sugar  imported  in  1807^  previo«s 
la  the  existence  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  the  resolutioa  of  the 
ooftimittee  he  negatived. 

Oa  this  subject  a  discussion  arose,  in  n^hich 
Mesara  McKim,  WBtonT,  Bubwbll,  and  Van 
Dyke,' advocated  the  rejection  of  the  report,  and 
Me^rs.  IfBWToir  and  Uthncy  opposed  it.     • 
.  The  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  conformity  to  the  resolution 
Q^  yestcfday  ;  it  was  accompanied  by  sundry  doc- 
uments, of  which  three  thousand  copies  were  or- 
dered to  be  prinied. 

CALL  FOR  LETTBRB. 
Mr.  PiTKqi  observed,  tbat  several  translations 
had  beet^  preeeated  to  the  public  eye  of  the 
Fcenah  leitefs  frooi  the  Dae  de  Masea  and  the 
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aain^  qf  IdeuUmni  Knight. 


Pbbroait,18I1. 


Doc  de  Gra«te)  concerokig  the  Berlin  and  Milan, 
decrees,  varying  in  several  iraportaht  passages. 
He  was  desirous- of  seeing  the  originals,  t^a.^ 
among  such,  difiereqt  interpretations,  ihe  House 
might  decide  for  itself;  and  therefore  moved  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Beiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Honse, 
copies,  in  Trench,  of  the  letters  of  the  Dnke  de  Cadore 
to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  6tH  of  August,  of  the  7th 
and  1 0th  of  September,  Anne  Domini,  1810,  also,  like 
copies  of  the  lelflers  of  the  Grand  Judge,  to  the  President 
of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  and  of  the  Minister  of  Finance 
to  the  Director  General  of  the  customs,  both  dated 
December  twenty-fifth^  1810,  concerning  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees.  '  ,     ' 

This  resoli^tion  was  dpposed  by  Messrs.  RnifA 
of  Tennessee,  SMiLifi,and  MiLLfis,  and  advocated 
by  Mtrssrs  PrTKtN,  Lyok,  and  Golosborodgh. 

The  quesuot)  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 
for  the  call  44,  agaiYist  it  67,  $s  follows : 

Ybas — Abijah  B|gelow,  Daniel'  Blaisdelt,  James 
Breckearidge,  John  C.  ChambeiEUin,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  £paphroditus  Champion^  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Chss. 
Goldsborough,  Thomas  R,  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na>- 
thaniel  A.  Haveji,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bbeoeser 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackson*  Jr.,  Kebert  Jeukhi^ 
Herman  Koickerbacker,  Joseph  I«ewia»  jr.»  Edward  St. 
Loe  Livecmora,  Reliert  La  Roy.  LiTingaton,  Mi^thew 
Lyoi^  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde<  William 
IfUlnor,  Jonathan  O,  Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pickman,;  jr.,  Timothy,  Pitkin,  jr.^  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
JosiahQuincy^  John  Randolph,  Adam  Seybert,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewie  B.  Sturgesi  Benjamin 
TaUmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,-  Archibald  Van  tf  orn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lahan  Wh'eaton,  Eaddel 
Whitman,  aiUi  James  Wilson.      ' 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alslon«jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Ba]:d,  Burwell  3aa« 
sett,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wpiam  But- 
ler, Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdori  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cockrah,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes;  William 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin^  Barzillat  Gaonett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  I'homas  Gholson,  Peter- 
•on  GKK>dwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Huffy,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  William  McKinley,  pleasant  M;  Miller,  Samuel 
L.  MitchitI,  John  Montgomery,  Tbomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Riaggold,  John 
RoaujB^  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sago,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilia,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Utnxj  Soutb- 
ard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  Weak<ey,  Robert  WhitehUI,  Richard  Winn, 
Robert  Withertpoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 


WcDNESDAT,  February  20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon. 

Resolved^  Thkt  the  several  witnesses  summoned 
by  the  committee  appointed  to  tni^uire  Inio  the 
eonddct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinson^ 
and  by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquira  into 


the  cause  or  causes  Of  the  great  mortality  in  tku 
detachment  of  the. Army  erdered  for  the  defenw 
pf  3Iew  Orleans,  shall  be  allowed  for  every  ^tfi 
attendance  on  said  comnuttees  the  sum  of  tbret 
dollars,  and  also  at  the  rate  of  twel?e  and  a  half 
cents  for  every  mile  they  shall  flecessariljr  trarei 
in  coming  to  the  City  pf  Washington,  and  in  re- 
turning to  th^ir  usual  place  of  residence ;  andths 
the  roessepgers  employed  to  summons  aojr  of  i^ 
%aid  witnesses-,  or  to  execdte  warrants  frem  saii 
committees,  be  allowed  and  paidthe  same  rate i( 
mileage,  apd  t.b'ree  dollars  for  e^ch  day's  aeceiairi 
detention  out*of  the  City  of.  WasbiagtoB<  io  ad^ 
tton  to  the  time  Whf  n  they  were  engaged  to  pe^ 
forming  the  aforesaid  travel;  aptl  the  sums  lo al- 
lowed shafi  be  naid  by  the  Clerk  out  of  tbeeoo- 
tangent  fund  of  this  House,  on  orders  or  ceriiicttei 
drawn  in  favor  of  such  messengers  or  wiioesjei, 

Sthe  chairmen  of  the  respective^  commiitw 
}resaid:  Pfxmdei,  That  no  witness  who  wu 
in  the  City  of  Washington  at  the  time  of  beiig 
summoned^shalLbe  entitled  to  receive  any  iliov- 
ance  for  mileage. 

Mr.  Dawsoxi,  from  the  committee appowteaoo 
that  part  of  Che  Presidents  Message,  at  ihceo* 
mencemeqt  of  the  sesi^ion,  which  relata'w  w 
fortifications  and  laud  forces  of  the  Uaited  Stale, 
reported,  in  patt,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pf«*«wt 
of  the  United  Sttttes  to  accept  the  »erficeo(a 
nutpber'of  volunteer  xompanies,  not  ^^^H 
fifty  thousand  map  y  which  was  read  twice  iw 
cottiroitted  to  a  Como^ittce  of  the  Whole  oaSf«- 
prday  nekt.  '*  , »  j 

The  bill  to  erect  a  lijfht.bouse  on  Boone U»m, 
Maine,  placing  buoys  neir  Cape  Pear,  North  Car- 
olina,  and  near  Edgartowrt,  Massachusetts  erfci- 
iDg  a  beacon  on  New  Inlet,  North  CaroliDa,iiw 
erecting  a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  ^j'^^JJ? 
Massachusetts,  was  r^  a  third  lime  and  pj» 

A  message  from  tbe  SepiUe  inf6rmediMUj«« 
that  the  Senate  bave  passed  a  bill,  eojiued  ^ 
act  making  further  provi<>ion  for  chedi$p«Wj" 
the  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  w  "*  Jf 
ture  disposition  of  Congress :"  to  which  thtjo^ 
sire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

CLAIM  OF  LXEUt;  KNIGHT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  th«**[jj?[ 
the^relief  of  Lieutenant  8imeon  Kmgbi;  wnw» 
motion  was  made  b-  **-  «>-'-  -"d  swooo«n. 
to  amend  the  saine, 
tbe  foUowinif :     "  •       ««. 

•*  Provided,  however,  That  nothingin  to  •^J^ 
tained  is  intended,  or  shall  be  conti^^,^  J/q^ 
sanction  the  right  or  dalm  of  the  said  Bngnu* 
oral  James  Wilkinson,  to  an  ^^y^^^^^'Za^ 
tions,  in  any  case  whatever,  or  fai  sny  w^  jL^ff 
him  from  bein^  accountable  to  the  ^^^^^jlttj- 
the  said  smtf  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  aoa  ^ 
four  dollars  and  forty  cents,  paid  to  him  bjP 
dimeoB  Knightr  aa  aforesaid.''  fh  mo- 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motion.  X"*  g- 
tion  was  opposed   by  Messrs,  Boot,  w»    J 
Rbba  of  Tennessee,  and  Nbwtoic,  sod  s0P[^ 
by  Messrs.  Pmtiii,  Pickmaw,  TiLtx^^^^.^L, , 
Poiif DBXTKB,  MiLNOR,  and  BtAM-by*   A' 


by  Mr.  PiTKiw,  wd  sccaBdw. 
,  by  adding  to  Iheeodiherew 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


»8l 


HISTOET  OP  CONiaEESS. 


983 


PSBRUART,  1811. 


Debenturts^Reiumed  BUI. 


H.orR. 


Ebrmer  oj^ca^ioQ,  the  right  o(9l  Brigadier  General 
lo  receive  extra  rations,  as  commandant  of  a  sep- 
arate post,  was  denied  oa  the  one- hmnd^and  main- 
tained on  the  other.  ' 

Thtf  qqestioD  on  the  amendment  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  45,  as  followF: 

Y&A« — Joseph  Allen,  Eiekiel  Bscon,  Burtrell  Bss- 
■ett*  Abijali  Bigelow^  Daniel  Blaisdel(  William  Bntliir, 
J<»bn  C.  Chamberlain,  Williao^  .ChmaAberlln,  EpapbnV^ 
ditos ^Champion,  Martin  .Chittenden,  James  Co^ran, 
Orcha^   Cook,  John  Davenport,  jr^   William  Ely, 
I>avid  B*.  Garland,  Charles  <jloldsboroi|gh,  Thames  R. 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  WUliam  Hale,  Daniel  Heist^r,  Wil- 
liam  Helms»  Jonsthan  H.Hubbard,  Ebeneser  Hua- 
tingtoii*  Richard  Jsckson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Tiiomas 
Kenan » .William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward 
St.  Ijoe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livin^ton,  Mat- 
thew liyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Pleasant  M.' Milter, 
^William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill.  Thomas  Moore» . 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Jottiah  Quincy,  John  R<a  of.  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rom,  Thomai  Sammons,  Adam  Seybeirt,  Dennis 
Baaelt,  Samnel  Bmithi  John  Stanley,  Jiunes  Stepheii- 
•on,  Lewis  B.  Sturges;  Jacob  Swoops,  Samnel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallniadge,  Johil  Thompson,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  KiMian  K.  Van  Rensselaer^  Laban  MTheaton, 
d  Whitiipan,iames  Wilson,  and  Robert  With- 


er^ooo. 
riaTs^ 


faTs^WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Andarson^  David 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhenn, 
Matthew  Cby,  WilUam. Crawford,  William  Fiadley, 
BarziUai  Gannett,  Gid^a  Gardner,  Thomas*  Gholson, 
James  Ho11and,.Jacob  Hofly,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexand^  McKim»  William  Mc- 
Kinley,  John  Montgomery,  Gnrdon  8.  Mumford,  Tjios. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichol80o>  John 
Porter,' Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
ttiias  Richards,  Samnel  Ringigold,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
lioot,  Ebenez^r  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A,  Scod- 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John .  Smilie,' 
Ghorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy, 
Ckorge.M.  Trodp,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
Ul,«ndRebeH  Wright 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading-ryeas  59, 
nays  29. 

DEBENTURES. 
The  bill  for  issuing  debentures  io  certain  eases 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HoLLAHO  ihoved  an  indefinite  postpone-' 
menrt  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BiidON  was  in  part  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
said  he  should  therefoie  mo?e  a  recomilaitment  of 
the  bill  if  the  motion,  of  Mr^  HoLbaND  did  not 
succeed.  Mr.  Bbba,  of  Tennessee  was  opposed 
te  the  hill.  Messrs.  MuMroBd  and  Nbwto?^ sjfOke 
in  faror  of  it. 

From  want  of  9  quorum  (many  of  the  members 
attending  the  interesting  debate  progressing  in  the 
Senate)  the  House  adjourned,  38  to  38.     - 

TouaaDAY,  February  21i 

The  bill  froo^  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act 

making  further  provisions  for  the  disposal  of  the 

sections  oi  land  heretofore  reserved  for  ^be  futdre 

disposition  of  Congress,"  was  read  twice,  a^id 


commttted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Ltok  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Illitiois  Territory,  praying  that 
the  pre-emption  right  to  certain  lands  maybe 
granted  to  them,  together  wiih^an  in  and  an  out  . 
lot  of'ihe  toWn  of  Sdawney,  in  said  Territory.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eppes,  From  the  Comtmttee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  {)resented  ^  bill  nniking  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  atreaty  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Greai  and  Lfule  0;iage  nations 
of  Indians,  concluded  at  Fort  Clark,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  November;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to^  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole;on  Sat- 
urday next.    ... 

Mr.  BppE8,from  the  same  fommittee,  also  pre- 
seiited  a  billrepealilig  the  tenth  section  of  the 
^^Act  to  ineorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;"  which  wa^  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Sppes,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
sented a  bill  allowing  additional  compensation  to 
the  Postmaste/Getieralj  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  t6  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  next.  ^ 

The  SpBAiCER  laid  beA)re  the  House  a^ report 
of  the  Sfecretary  of  the  Treasury,  jn  pursuaDoe  of 
the  resolutions  of  this  House,  of  the  twenty-fourth 
and  twenty-seventh  of  December  last,  concerning 
certain  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  De^eni-Pur^ 
viance,  and.  Company,  Navy  Agents  at  Leghorn ; 
which  wail,  read^  and,  together  With  a  report  on 
the  same,  made  at  the  present  session  of  Con* 
gi'eas,  by  thv'Secretary  or  the  Navy,  referred  to  a 
^lect  committee. 

..  Ml.  Swbopc;  Mr.  McKim,  Mr.*  TtaifEB,  Mr. 
Crittei«D£n,  and  Mr.  SMiufe^  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

RBTURNEP  BILL. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President.of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Edward  Coles^  his  Sec- 
retary, who,  by  command  of  the  President,  re- 
turned to  the  House  the^bill  passed  by  the  two^ 
Houses,  entitled  *^An  act  incorporatiqg  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in' the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  Disjtrict  of  Columbia,"  and  presented 
to  the  President  for  his  approbation  and  signa- 
ture, on  Thursday  the  fQurteeut;h  instant,  to'wbich 
bill  the  President  having  made  objections,  the 
same  were  also  delivered  in  by  the  said  Secretary, 
who  then  withdrew. 

The  objections  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  at  large  on  the  Journal,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Repreeentativee  bfike  United  StaUi-' ' 
Having  examined  and  considered  the  bill,  entitled  . 
"An  act  ineorjA>rating  the  Protestant  Episcbpal  Chnrdi 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Di^ct  of  Colum- 
bia/' I  now  return  tlie  bill  to  the  Honse  of  ftepresent- 
atlTCs,  in  whkh  it  .originated,  with  the  following  ob- 
jections: ^ 
Because  the  biU  exceeds  the  rightftil  authority  te 
which  Govenunents  ai^e  lihiited,  by  the  essential  dis- 
tinction between  civil  and  religioua  fimctkMUb  and  vi»» 
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ItttM,  in  particolnr,  the  article  of  the  Cotittitiitioii  of 
:  the  United  States,  which  declares,  that  ''Congress 
•hall  make  no-  law  respecting  a  religions  estaWsh- 
ment.''  The  bill  enacts  into,  and  establishes  hy  law, 
sundry  rules  and  proceedings  relative  purely  to  the 
organization  and  polity  of  the  church  incorporated, 
and  comprehending  even  the  election -and  removal  of 
^  the  Minister  of  the  same ;  so  that  no  change  could  be 
made  therein  by  the  particular  society,  or  by  the  gene- 
1  ral  church  of  which  it  is  a  member^  and  whose  author- 
ity it  recognises.  This  particular  chutch,  therefore, 
woul^  00  far  be  a  religious  establishment  by  law ;  a 
legal  force  and  sanction  beii^g  giveri  to  certain  artides 
in  its  eonstitutien  and  administration.  Nor  can  it  be 
eonsidered,  that  the  articles  thus  established  are  to  be 
taken  as  the  descriptive  criteria  only  of  the  corporate 
identity  of  the  soaety,  inasmuch  as  this  identity  must 
depend  oh  other  oiaraeteristios ;  as  the  reg\ilations'«s- 
titblished  are  generally  unessential,  aud  alterable  ac- 
cording to  the  prindples  and  canoYis,  by  which  ehurdies 
of- that  denomination  govern  themselves;  and  is  Uie 
injunctions  and  prohibitiotas  contained  in' the  regula- 
tions, would  be  enforced  by  the  penal  coneequenoes 
applicable  to  a  violation .  of  them  according  to  the 
local  law:    ,         . 

Because  the  biU.vests  in  the  said  incorporated  church 
an  authorify  to  provifle'for  the  sufiport  of  the  p6or,  and 
the  educationof  poor  children  of  the  same ;  an  author- 
ity which,  being  altogether  superfluous,  if  the  provision 
is  to  be  the  remit  of  pious  charity,  would  be  a  prece- 
dent for  giving  to  religious  societies,  as  such,  a  legal 
agency  in  carrying  ihto  effect  a  public  and  civil  duty. 
lAME^  MADISON. 
FftBmuABTSl,  18H. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  suggest^  the  reference  of  the 
Meaeage  to  a  select  committee. 

The  Speake a  conceived  that  th€  article  on  the 
Constitution  on  this  subject  required  that  the 
House  should  'proceed  to  a  recoDiidefatioo  of  the 
bilU 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkih^  the  Hoase  proceeded 
^o  reconsider  the  bill. 

The  Message'was  a^ain  read,  as  also  was  the 
following  jolanse  of  the  Constitution : 
.  **  Etery  bill  vrhich  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  presented  to .  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he 
ihaH  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  House  in 
which  it  shall  liave  originated,  wiio  shall  enter  the  db- 
jections  at  large  on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  re- 
consider it  if,  after  such  recontfideration,  tWo-thirdi 
,ol  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be 
sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  House, 
by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reeonsidered,  and,  if  ap- 
proved by  two-thirds  of  that  Honse,  it  shall  become  a' 
Uw." 

Mr.  Randolph  aslted  whether  a  motion  for  in- 
deflbite  postponement  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
t^e  Speaker,  lie  in  this  ca^et 

The  SpEAKBR.belieTed  not. 

The  following  article  of  t|ie  ConstitutioD  was 
tben  read  by  request :        . 

"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estab- 
Ushmeat  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  frte  exercise 
thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
fvesi;  ortiwriglitof  tha people  peaceably  to  asMttMe, 


and  to  petition  the  Oovernment  lor  a  rediMB  of  grit 
ances. 

Mr.'QASSBTT  said,  though  theCoQStitQtioDli 
prescribed  a  r'ecoiiv^l^ration  of  the  bill  when  i 
turned,  the  mode  of  recoosidention  wis  ootpif 
scribed ;  and  it  might  as  well  be  by  refrreoeea 
rselectcoinmitxeeas'inany.othej-  modet  Theil 
nfigbt^  perhaps,  be  amended.  Of  their  poveoi 
amend  it  in  Us  present  atai^e,  howcTer,  hr  wai « 
certain. 

Mr.  Sviua  coneeired  the  ConstluitioB  f 
r^raptorily.to  require  an  immediate  deeisioo. 

Mr.  PfTRiif  said^tb^t  this  onestioa  w»s  Devi 
him.  .  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Constitotioo  p» 
eluded  Congress  from  passihg^  laws  to  iucorp* 
rate  religious  societies  for  the  purpose  of  eoiblif 
them  to  hold  property,  dsc.  He  hflfd  alwifs  he( 
the  Constitution  to  intend  to  prerent  the  est* 
llihment  of  a  National  Church,  such  is  tk 
Church  of  BJngland-^a  refusal  to  subscribe  lo ik 
tenets  of  which  was  to  exclude  a  citizeo  fr(« 
office,, dtc.  Desiring  time  for  reflection,  hetie* 
fore  wished  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  forfortto 
coQsideratioo.  ' 

Mr.  PicKMA»  sai^,  it  ap|>eared  to  biai  thattk 
biU  was  not  an  important  one,  a^asal  to  pn 
which  would  be  prodootiTeof  anyeerioasiijaff; 
and  Y^t,  that  a  full  discussion  of  the  pri(Mi|4ciii 
involved  would  occupy  the  whole  ©(tbefWJiitt- 
der  of  the  session,  if  two-thirds  of  tlw  How 
were  to  refuse  io  proceed  to  a  retootitowt. 
the  bill  woutd  be  tpiO  facto  at  an  endjiDdiho 
he  thoughjt  Would  be  the  best  course,  4c^  coi- 
sijeripg  all  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Wheaton  ^aid  he  differed  widely  from  htf 
colleague  (Mr.  Pickman)  as  to  theimporltnceol 
the  bill  now  unJer, consideration.  Hedidnoi 
imagine  that  they  were  to  assume  the  objecuois 
of  the  President  to  be  valid,  and  of  course  to  du- 
miss  the  bill.  They  bad  a  duty  to  Derfocm  « 
well  as  the  President.  Up  had  performed  Wj 
dujty  in  the  case  presented  for  considertiio*'  P^ 
would  .gentlemen  assume  jt  as  a  correct  poMUoi 
because  tl^e  bill  was  objected  to  by  the  ^^^f\ 
that  the  Hopse  ought  not  to  act  oodersuodioglp 
This  was  not  a  correct  principle.  In  ^^V^. 
the  objections  made  by  the  President  to  m^ 
were  altogether  futile.  Mr.  W.  said  be  did  •« 
consider  this  bit!  anr  iufringemeot  of  the  wi- 
stitution.  If^  ft  was,  both  branchet  of  *^J^^ 
lature,  since  the  coQimenoeroeat  of  the  Gotero- 
ment,  had  been  gailiv  of  such  infriogeineot  « 
coald  not  be  said,  indeed,  tliar  they  htd  li«« 
ffuilty  of  doing  mocfa  about  reUgiw  »,'»'*  "jj 
had  at^very  session,  appointed  Chaplaini,  »  JJ 
of  different  denominations,  to  intercbtoge  ipeeiij 
between  the  two  Hotises.  Now.  if  •  m  wj[^ 
nlatins  t^ie  funds,  of  a  reiigioiis  society  cooldw 
an  infringement  of  the  Coostitutioe,  i«  *^ 
Houses  hadr  so  far  infringed  it  by  electiog,  pn 
ing  or  contracting  with  their  Ch«P*«'*»*».*^: 
far  it  established  two  different  denominttiOMtt 
religion.  Mr.  W.  deemed  this  question  of  w] 
great  consequence.  Were  the  people  of "."  *^r 
trict  never  to  have  any  Religion,?  Was  it  w  » 
tntirtly  excluded  from  these  teu  mikt  •«"« 
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le  should  be  afraid  to  .come  if  tbat  were  to  be 
he  case.  The  want  of  time  was  po  sufficieat 
easoD  agaiost  giviog  this  sul:jeqt  a  mature  con^ 
ideraiion.  What  was  deoe  ought  to  be  well 
lone.  For  these  reasons  he  was  in  faror  of  the 
hII  lying  qn  the  table. 

Mr*  Macon  quoted  9  precedent  of  the  proceed- 
Bg«  in  a  ease  siraHar  to  this  in  General  Wash- 
MOTon's  Administration  ;  iiv  which  the  House, 
ifter  a  considi^ation  ,of  the  Message,  bad  come 
o  the  following  resolution : 

"  JUiplved^  That  to^moirow  be  ssijgoed  for  tiie  re- 
sonffderadon  of  said  bill,  according '  to  the  Constitu* 
iop  of  the  United  8ta|tes.'^\ 

He  raoved  that  lb«  same  reaoliitiott  be  sow 
adopted* 

Measie.  Ltoh  and  Botd  were  la  faror  of.  an 
nmiediatt  decision. 

Mtr*  SODTBARD  wished  a  pbetponemedt  to  give 
itm  time  to  exatniiie  the  bill.  He  was  con  vinised 
bat  a  bill  might  be  passed  for  regnlatinj^  the  teix^-' 
;)oral  concerns  of  a  religious -society,  which  would 
lot  ?iplate  the  Constitution.;  but  did  not  Bay,  till 
le  could  examine  whether  this  was. such  a  bill 
>r  DOt. 

Mr.  QumcT  quoted  qajres  of  laws  -which  bad 
mfsed  the  8igDst^re  of  the  lata  President,  which ^ 
D  every  material  res^qt, appeared  to  him  tocour 
Ain  th^  saqie  provisions  as  this  bilL 

The  motioe.of  Mfi.  Macon  was  adapted  wilh- 
ymt  m  division. 

XITLTURB  Op  HEMP. 

Mr.  NcwTOii  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
Tom  the  Secretary, of  thie  Navy  to  the  Commit* 
;ee  of  Comix^eree  and  Mfinufacti^r^  on  the  p^o- 
>riety  of  encouiagioj^  the  culture  of  hemp,  by 
[>rotectiog  impostduties^  or  by  prohibiting- iu  iia- 
>ortatjoo  from,  foreign  countries  f  whick  wae  re* 
'e^d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

TW  letter  is  as  follows : 

Nat^  DBPAamcBirr,  Jan,  SI,  1811. 

6tm :  1  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
>f  the  I7th  instenC. 

A*  to  the  expedient  of  encouraging  the  eotinre  of 
bemp,  by  protecting  impost  dattes,  or  by  prohibiting 
the  hnportatioii  of  that  article  into  the  United  Steiss 
ind  its  Territories,  it  is  not,  I  presume,  expected  of 
ne,  to  make  any  observations— as  these  are  subjects 
appertaining  peculiarly  to  the  Treasory  Department; 
iJidBO  doubt  tiie  Secretary  of  the  TrsMury  cap  afford 
ill  the  information  neeeasarf  to  enable  yoq  toibrm  a 
iptietetory.  opinion  upon  them. 

Wilboutventorbg  ap  opinion  upon  the  expediency 
9f  either  of  these  povisious,  1  wul  submit  for  your- 
»iMideration  the  followtng  observations  relative  to  the 
:ultQre  and  dreising  of  hemp,  d^c. 

lot  Hio  esnyti  flmt  ^ma^le  by  our  countrymen  in  the 
ruHure  of  hempt  and  in  dressing  it'  for  market,  the 
lioadvmntages  of  inexperience  were  sensibly  feft^- 
kf  amy  erroiv,  added  to  the  dissnasives  of  previous 
lahit,  discouraged  its  cuMure.  Doubts,  too,  whether 
he  cUniate  or  soil  of  our  oountty  was  adapted  to  the 
aiehig  of  hemp,  were  entertained.  But  very  few,  in- 
leed,  indulged  the  expectatioti  that  we  should  ever  be 
ble  to  make  hemp  equal  to  that  of  RussiB.  Hence, 
vr  meay  years,  the  culture  of  this  import^t  article 


C-ogresfed  slow^;  onr.coantiymen,  however^  stimur 
ted  by  'their,  characteristic  enterprise^  and  by  hopes  of , 
ultimate  success,  persevered  in  repeated  experlmentSy 
and  have  at  leqgth  acquired  that  practical  informal 
(ion  which  has  corrected  manv  of  their  fijipt  errors, 
and  ^ow  epahles  them  to  raise  higoap  in  sock  quantily» 
and  of  such  quality*  as  to  compensate  them  amply  for 
their  trouble.  Still,  howevsr,  they  have  net  jret  ao* 
quired  that  extensive  information  upon  the  sul^eet 
which  would  assure  to  them  all  the  advantages  arinD|f 
Irom  the  culture  of  this  valuable  article* 
•  In  preparing  tfie  hemp  for  hreakitog,  the  penicioua, 
practice  of  whet  is  commonly  called  *<  dew  roitiag,"  ' 
still,  prevailp  to  a  great  extent — a  practice  tedious  ia 
its  process,  partial  and  unequal  in  its  eflsctst  upon  tho 
fibre,  and  destmctive'  of  cenvderable  quantitiee  of 
hemp  by  the  unavoidable  expdsure  of  it  to  the  winda^ 
^hich  blow  it  iboot  and  entangle  it,  Jdemp  thuspiceo^ 
pared  is.  in  some  pUoes,:Strongi  in  otberm.week*  and 
bw  fnor^over  a  daik  oolqa-'--all  which.  aul^maUy  a4sct 
tu  vali»e. 

,  In  hemp.  Uieae.  is/  a  viseeas,  guaimy  substance*  by 
wlueh  the  fibres  of  the  bstkUsre*  bound  together  and. 
to  thd  body  of  the  plant,  and  afl  that  is  neceesaiy  to 
psepetre  it  for  bieaking  is  to  .^ssolve  this  subsiaeee. 
The 'Experience' of  ether  nations  hss  long.sioee  d^' 
'cided  that  this  diseolutioii  can  best  be.efibcted  by  in»-^ 
mersingior  steeping  the.  plant:  in  pure,  dear,  running 
^cat^,.  wluch»  in  a  mwik  shorter  period  of  time  than 
any  other  system  heiwtofor^.  practised,  produces  this 
dissolutien  over  all  parts  of  tM  plant  equally ;  makes 
it  eqi^ally  strong  in  all  places,  renders  it  more  fleiihle, 
gives  it  a  livaly  JbHght  color,  and,  what  is -an  ol^tef 
vast  importance,  especially, as  respects  dorability.ipidef 
water,  it  will  receive  and  retain  a  greater  portioa  of  tar 
than  when  prepared  by  **  dew  rotting.''  It  may  be 
here  further  remarked,  that  the  more  clear  and  pure  the ' 
stream  of  water,  the  ^brighter  will  be  the  cokv  of  the. 
hemj^ 

*«I)e.w  rotting"  requires  mapy  weeks  of  constant  at^ 
tf  ntion ;  but  practical  men  affinn,  that,  in  a  pore  wan» 
ftream  of  water,  the  procees  of  dissolution  will  Ire*, 
queptly  be  completed  in  five  or  six  dayf. 

In  Russia  three  vreeks  are  allowed  for  steeping., 
^  where  the  water  is-  not  very  cold;  but  if  cold,  as  la 
rivers  and  springs*  five,  and  sometimes  six  weeks  are 
fou;id  to  be  ' necessary.  To  ascertain  whether,  the. 
hemp  be  sufflcientJy  ste^iped,  a  head  is  taken  out  o€ 
the  pound,  dried,  and  bea.t,  and  if  the  husk  comes  ofi^ 
the  hemp  is  ceosldered,as  having  been  sufikientlf 
steeped. ,  It  is,  then,  taken  Out  of  the,  pound  end  sus^ 
pended  up^o  sticks  placed  horizontally  for  the  purpose 
of  dxying ;  afier  remaining  in  the  open,  air  in  this  sit-, 
nation  about  a  fortnight,  it  is  removed  and  put  into  a, 
kOn,  where  it  is  suuered  to  remsln  twenty-four  hours* 
It  is  then  ready  for  breaki^,  which  operation  is  per- . 
formed  by  means  of  a  hand  mill;  al^r  this  is  ioae, 
the  )iusk  is  beaten  off  by  striking  the  heads  obliquely , 
with  iron  and  wooden  instruments  ^of  the  shspe  of^  a 
large  two-edged  xnife;  finally,  it  is  drawn  through  a 
wooden  comb,  with  one  tow  of  wide  wooden  teeth,  for 
the  purpose  of  unravelling  and  cleaning  it 

As  to  the  climate  sOd  soi^  best  adapted  to  the  cul- 
ture of  hemp,  it  may  b^  observed  that  it  is  raised  both 
in  the  frigid  and  torrid  zone,  and  that  any  soil,  if  not 
wet,  itosy  be  msde  to  yield  hemp,  although  the  richer 
the  soil  the  better, 'and. a  fiat  country  is,  for  thii  pur- 
pose, to  be  preferred.  On  the  waters  of  die  Ohio,  Mis- 
sissippi, Busquehaana,  'Potomac,  lames  river>  and 
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other  partii  of  the  United  StlaiM,  there  is  an  abuhdance 
of  land  pecnKarly  adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp. 

A»  to  the  certainty  and  profit  of  a  crop  of  iiemp,  it 
ie  beliered  that  no  crop  is  more  certain  when  sown  in 
ground  adapted  to  it,  atid  to  the  grower  it  yields  a 
profit  superior  to  most  article*,  and  etceeded  but  by 
few ;  an  acre  of  ground  w^I  ploughed,  harrowed,  and 
manured,  will  yield  a  thousand  pounds  of  clean  hemp, 
wortKwben  properly  cured  and  dressed,  from  $100  to 
$150— «onretime8^  $200.  The  labor  .and  necessary 
buildings  required,  in  the  sowing,  preserving  and  pre- 
pafibg  for  market  a  crop  of  hemp,  bx»  inponsiderable 
when  comoared  with  some  other  articles,  and  especially 
tobacco,  while  the  profit  is  greater  and  Uie  injury  done 
ti»,lhe  soil  much  less^ 

Prom  tf  di^sition  to  encourage  the  culture  of  hemp, 
cordage  made  of  American  hemp,  has  been  brought 
into  use  in  our  Navy.  For  standing  -and  running  rig- 
ging, .and  indeed  for  nio0t  other  purposes,  ezcejpting 
cables,  it  is'fbuod  to  answer  very  weD,  even  when  made 
of"  dew-rotted**  k^mp, '  Of  the  «  water*rotted"  hemp; 
wa  have  not  yet  bee^  aMe  to  proctire  a  sufficient 
quantity  to  justify  ^ur  •zcluding  tbe  use  o^  Roasia 
hemp>  especially  Ibr  cables.  American  <*,  waiter-rotted" 
hemp  is  no  doubt  equmL  in  all  respec;ts  to  tbe  best  fiiy»> 
sia  hemp;  ipdeed.  I  rscbec  incline  to  think  it  superior. 
;  Upon  this  point,  jioweTer,  the  jhmples  herewith  apnt 
will  enahlfr  you  to  Utm  an  opinion. 

No.  1'  k  a  sample  of  Atnerican  **  water-rcFtted"  hemp 
grown  on  BUnnerhassett'a  isUnd. 

Ko.  S  is  a  sample  of  Russia  hemp,  delhered  to  me 

^  by  a  ropemaker  as  the  teii  kind  of  Russia.    In  this, 

hewerer,  I  incline  to  thinb  there  must  be  some  n/Ss- 

ta|ce,  though  it  b  certainly  good  hemp. 

^     If o  3  is  a  sample  of  American  •*de,w-rotted"  hemp* 

'^  grown  In  Botetourt  county,  Virginia. 

Upon  examining  these  samples,  you  wBI;  I  belreye* 
find  the  opinion  which  I  ha^ve  ventured  to  express  with 
respect  to  the  tnode  of  driessing  hemp  confirmed  in  a 
great  measure.  The  great  difference  between  •'water- 
rotted"  and  «  dew-rotted^  hetop,  will  be  ohtiojis  to^ou 
from  such  examination.  ' 

Americah  «  dew-rotted*'  hemp,  being  of  a  dark  color, 
frequently  neither  broke  nor  scutched  as  It  ought  to 
be,  and  brought  to  market  without  being  properly  em- 
baled,  does  not^  in  such  cases,  command  a  good  price 
in  our  markets.  These  are  the  ^auses^  an4  this  the 
eflect.  The  growers  of  hemp  ought  not.  however,  to 
be  discouraged  l>y  this  circumsUnce.  They  should 
rememher  that,  in  removing*  the  cause,  the.  effect  will 
c^ase ;  anid  they  may  be  assured  that,  if  their  hemp  is 
ph>periy  prepared,  it  will  always  command  a  price 
e4ual  to  the  hemp  df  Russia,  probably  superior.  For 
my  own  part,  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  cart  only  say„ 
that  in  kuch  case  I  should  fe0l  it  fo  be  my  duty  to  give 
a  decided  preference  to  hemp  of  opr  own  growth. 

The  quantity-  of  hemp  rallied  in  our  country  in- 
creases every  year,  and  no  doubt  eziats,  that  in  a  veiy 
short  period  of  time,  enough  will  be  raised  to  supply 
every  public  and  private  demand  for  all  the  purposes 
to  which  it  is  applicable. 

The  desiderata  to  be  obtained  appear  to  me  to  be, 
to  persuade  our  countrymen  to  relinquish  the  prevail- 
ing piDrnidous  practice  of  "  dew  rotting,"  ahd  to  adopt 
that  practice  which  the  experience  of  other  nations 
has  approved,  namely,  the  steeping  in  water:  this 
done,  they  will  soon  find  their  advantage  in  the  chaoge, 
and  thus  a  new  and  powerful  impulse  will  be  given  -to 
the  culture  of  this  valuable  article.  I 


Should  3rou  think  it  expedient  to  offer  any  iiidoc»> 
ments  to  produce  this  change  in  the  manner  ef  dre» 
ing4>ur  hemp,  whence  would  'flow  such  happy  (ftck 
permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  only -one  wbidi,  it  tb 
time,  occurs  to  me  as  coming  withih  th«  range  of  ny 
official  duties  to  execute,  would  be  an  animal  tppn- 
priation  by  Congress  of  -a  sum  of  money  enibNngM 
to  contract*  for  a  supply  of  American  heap  and  c» 
vass  for  the  use  of  our  Navy.  Should  this  pbi  i 
approved,  thd  appropriations  should  be  made  in  tia 
to  admit  of  contracts  being  formed  prior  to. tl^  om- 
mencement  of  the  seaspnfor  cropping;  and  the  in 
appropriation  should  be  made  distinct  from  other  i;- 
propriatipns,  or  it  might  be  added  -to  the  estimttei fe 
the  current  year  in  the  first  instance.  This  woild  o- 
voftve  an  apprepiriatioB  in  the  finrt  year  exeeedtif  tb 
amount,  required  in  thi^t  year  for  the  expenMef  tbi 
Nayy,  b^t  i|.  would  i»  a  proviainn  fer  the^eaniii 
year,  and  the  amo^unt  might  be  deducted froalbi Mi- 
mates  of  the  en^uinf  year,  l^e  proprietjof  tkiif^ 
vision  will  readily  occur  to  joD,  when  I  state  tke  Ikt, 
:that.it  woul4  not  be  po^siUe,  at  this  time, to ceatnfi 
for  these  articles,  deliverable  in  time  to  be  uied  witkis 
the  year;  they  could  not  l>e^ delivered  tilliftffiiK 
crops  6f  this  year  shall  have  been  gathered  ud  pre- 
pared for  market.  '  In  the  contracts  which  qiigbt  dm 
be  made,  it  would  Iwcome  my  duty,  in  execntioi  if 
the  object  of  Congress,  to  stipulate  that  <be  hcnp 
should  be  steeped  in  water  instead  of  being  expoN^ts 
dews;  and,  upon  gbod  security  being  given,  t  portw, 
pot  exceeding  one-fourth  or  one-third  of  the  taioafit 
of  each  contract,  might  be  ad  vanoed.  These  eMfricti 
being  judiciously  ,distribuie«f  in  difihrent  peiliof  <^ 
country,  and,  whM  would  be  jiiat,^  higher  pn»  ^H 
.given  than  *•  dew-rotted"  hemp  would  cemmtad,^ 
would  not  be  unrefsonaUe  to  expect  thttifpinto> 
emulation-^ahrays  useftil  to  public  impfOfeaeoli- 
wouid  be  exdted,  and  powerfully  assist  in  expWinf 
present  crrori  and  in  producing  the  change  in  tk 
dressing  df  hempTwhich,  in  my  ofMnion,  woild  ea* 
tially  promote  individual  i^nd^nationial'proepeii^* 

Some  few  of  o«r  ooUntrymen  db,  at  thi  *^»J;^*" 
told,  entertain  apprehensions  that  cm  markeHwil  be 
overstocked  with  American  hemp»  and  .that  the  pnce 
will  be  greatly  diminished.  This  admitted,  thej  un 
it'  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  imp^rt*^  of  all  w- 
eign  hemp,  by  making  theirs,  in  all  respects,  eqoil » 
foreign  hemp.  This,  indeed,  in  a  natbnal  ^'^J'f^rf 
be  an  important  point  gained.  Bia  when  i^^J?*^ 
6red  to  what  a  variety  of  purposes  hemp  is  "W**^ 
that  we  are  at  this  time  greatly  dependent  opoo  iat' 
eign  countries  for  hempi'fo^  canvasib  i^<l  ^'"'ILa 
various  kinds  made  of  hemp ;  that  ^'*  •^^j^''^ 
of  patriotism  and  of  persevoriiig  industry  "^Jv 
exerted,  when  fit  opportUnitiee  shall  preitot,  to*JJ 
off  dris  dep«ndtoce;  that  if  more  heotp  shoal<l  ^ 
raised  than  will  be  requ'ucod  for  cordage,  ^^^^'1'^ 
canvass,  and  Hoens  will  necessarily  be  >*<*  ^|*^ 
Such  apprehensions  lose  their  force,  andyield  torw^ 
tion#  and  anticipations  of  the  most  agreeable  natwa. 

A  comprehensive  view  of  this  subject  ***".'[?* 
cherish  the  expectation  that*the  United  8lateawill,i» 
no  very  distant  period,  become  expprtcis  of  ^P*  fj 
they  now  are  of  every  other  description  ofnawlrtoiej 
and  of  cotton ;  and  that  the  individuals  *^ /**■• 
Vrill,  like  those  who  raise  other  naval  stores  and  cow* 
experience  all  the  beoe^cial  eflects  resoitisg  there- 
from. 


These  observatioru  are~  aubmltted  to  yoo,air, 


with 


all  the  diffidence  which  the  novel^  of  the  fv^  ^ 
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nraJijr  ezcUec,  and  with  the  hope  thai  they  maj  be-^pe- . 
ful  in  aiding  your  deliberations  .upon  the  highly  inter* 
eating  question  now  under  jour  cotisideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &>c, 

-   PAUL'  HAMILTON.    ' 
-.  Hon.  Thomas  Nswrbir,  &;c«  .     ' . 

Mr.  Lton,  after  somB  preliminary  remarks 
submitted  the  fpllpwing /esolatioD :    -    -^  ' 

Retoived^  That  additional  or  original  duties  ought 
to  be  laid  on  the  importation  of  card  wire,  hemp,  lead, 
and  cotton,  and  upon  all  manufacturee  of  which  those 
articles  constitute  the  chief  materials.  ' 

Mr.  Efp£'8  suggested  a  reference  of  the  resolu- 
tion 10  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
-was  referred  a  bill  on  the^  sul^ect  of  additiODBl 
duties.  '    '• 

Mr.  NetfroN  eta  ted  that' a  -resotntion  on  the 
stiliject  of  hemp  having  been  referred  to  tire 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannftfctures,  the^. 
hftd  applied  to  the  Seeretdry.of  the  Navy  on  the 
subject,  fSrom  whom  a  report  had  been  received  of 
considerable  interest,  which  otight  to  be  ireferred 
to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Lyon's  resolation  was  referred  as  moyed.. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE.     . 

The  Hoaaa  resumed  the  consideratioD  oif  the 
hikX  sunplementary  to  the  act  -cbncerniDg.  com- 
mervial  intercourse,  dbe. 

{This- act,  it  Will  be  recollected,  contains  but 
ofte  section,  exempting  from  seizure  vessels  with 
their  cargoes  whic))  had  left  the  pefrts  of  Great 
Brfcain  previous  to  the  second  of  Pebruary.1 

•Mr.  Eppbb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
to  it  the  followiog  sections : 

•*  8tc.  9.  And  be  it  furiher  enaeUd,  That  in  case 
Oreat  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as 
that  thay  'shall  cease  to  viola'te  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  Sutes,  the  President  of  the  Ujiited 
States  shall  deolare  the  fact  by  proclamation- ^  and  such 
proclamation  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  ai^  no 
other  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or 
modification  in  any  suit  for  prosecution  which  may  be 
inatftuted  under  thelburth  section  4>f  the  act  to  which 
tfaia  act '  le  a  supplement.  And  the  restrictions  Im* 
poeed,  or  which  may  -be  imposed,  by  virtue  of  the'  said 
aety  shall,  fram  the  date  of  such  proclamatioDr  cease 
and  be  discontinued. 

«*  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  until  the 
proclamation  aforesaid  shall  have  been  is*]ued,  the  sev- 
eral proTisions  of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  sfventh* 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth,  sections  of  the 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  interdict  jhe  commercial  inter- 
course  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Biritain 
and  France  and  their  dependencies,,  and  forpther  pu^;- 
poses,'  shall  have  Ml\  force,  and  be  immediately  carried 
into  effect  against  Britain,  her  colonies,  dependencies, 
dkc.  Provided  however.  That  any  ^vessel  or  merchan- 
dise which  may  in  pursttahce  ther^  be  seized,  ^rior 
to  the  fact  bein^  ascertained,  whether  Great '  Bntain 
shall,  on  or  before  the. second  day  of  J*ebmary,  one 
thousand  eight  hondred~  and  eleven,  h'srre  revoked  or 
madifled  hor  edicts  in  tb6  manner  abovementioned, 
duJl  nevertheless  be  restored  on  applioatton  ot  the 
parties,  on  iheir  giving  bond  with  approved  sureties  to 
the  United  States,  in  sum  equal  to  the  value  Uiereof,  to 
alnde  the  decision  of  the  propel  cofirt  of  the  Umtad 


States  thereon ;  and  any  suck  bond  shall  be  consid-? 
ered  as  satisfied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before  the 
fecond  day  of  f^ebruary,  one  thousand  ^eight  hundr^ 
and  eleven;  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  abovementioned/'  ' 

Mr..£.  said  it  would  be  seen  that^  in  the  present 
state  of  our  laws,  there  vas  nq  provision  that  the 
non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  shou\d.  cease, 
if,  aft^r  t^e  third  day  of  Marchj  she  also  should 
so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  ahould 
cease  to  violate  our  lawful  comOierce,  One  of 
the  objects  of  bis  amen4mjsnt  was  to  provide  for 
that  ooQtipgeticy.  Another  provision  of  the 
amendment  went  to  remove  doubts  which  might 
exist  in.the  minds' of  some  as  to  the  operation  of. 
the  law  of 'May  l^st,  s^<)  whict^  might  give  ris? 
^o  vexatious  auits.  ^  The  committee  had  thought 
it^ proper  that  in  this  case  the. Legislature  shouU  • 
step  for w^rj.'aiid  djecide ;  that  it  was  not  consiM^' 
^n(  witti  the  responsibility  they  owed  to  the  eom-  ' 
munily  to  turn  oyer  to  the  judicial  tribaimls  the 
decision  of  the.  question  whether  the  Boo^tnter- 
course  Was  in  force  or  not.  Thede  sections,  Mf. 
E.  remarked,  together  w(th  tiie  provisions  now 
before  'the  House,  were  calpjulated  to  preserve 
precisely  llie present  attitude  of  the  United  Siatejs, 
and  to  wait  lot  events  to  authorize  a  change  of 
it.  If  any  such  course  should  be  taken  as  was 
proposed  by  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  May  last,  ill 
what  siUiatidn,'he  asked,  should  we  stand  both  as 
tescpec.ts  Great <Bri tain  and  France  1  Tou  have 
by  law, proposed  to4>oth  certain  conditions;  and, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  period  allowed  to.Greiat 
Britain  for  the  repeal  of  her  orders^  you  would 
sweep  from  yt>ur  statute  book  all  Che  provisioos 
Relating  to  the  subject*  What  would  be  ^e  op^ 
eraiion  of  such  a ,  step  as  to  (he  other  nation  1 
At  a  time  when  thereis  do  doubt  tbat  her  decrees 
will  be  revoked,  and  that  at  present  they  cease 
to  have  their  operation,  y^u  revoke  the  law  on 
the  faith  of  which  thev evocation  is  made !  The 
pcoposeii  measure  will  preserve  our  present  atli* 
tudes  .and  as  it  is -freed  from  th^  provisiooa  (ob- 
jectionable to  some)  for  ebforciog  more  rigidly 
the  non-iatercoucse,  and  is  yet  'such  a  course  as 
will  torn  port  with  t^  hoaor  dod  di^foity  of  the 
nation,,!  hope  the>e  wit1>be  do  objectiba' to  it. 
tlavipg  been  always  myself  in  favor -oJF  the  prii^  . 
ciple  of  the  hill)  t  am  prepare^  to  vote  for  it  aod 
ifor  the  additional  sections.  I  consider  it  imper*^ 
taqt  tbatihe  decision  should  be  at  once  made,  as 
vessels  are  daily  arriving.  '  The  collectors  are  ac 
preseiU  liable  to  siiiu  to  aa  immense  sum ;.  and 
it  is  proper  that  the  respoosibilily  should  in  such 
a  case  rest  on  the  principal  rather  than  the  agents. 
1  therefore  liope  the  bill  will  be  passed  to  a  third 
readinr  this  day.  .    .  ^  • 

Mr*  Lyon  said  he  was  oue  of  those  whx)  thought 
that  the  Datiooi|l  faith  had  not  beei)  coosiitutional- 
ly  pledged  i  that  they  were  never  authorized,  as  a 
compopent  part  of  (he  Legislature*  to  give  such 
a  ^ower  to  another  branch  jof  the  Legislature  or 
to  the  Bxecotrve.  Whathad  been  received  from 
France  to  make  this  law  a  coutraci?  .A  declare 
ation  that' her  decrees  were  revoked^  and  should 
not  operate  after  (he  first  of  November.    Waa 
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this  true?  He  presamed  it  was  not<  T1>«  ac- 
counts'from  Burope  amounted  to  this:  that  our 
y.essers^are  ^o  remain  seqaestered  until  the  second 
day  of  February,  and  then  1o  reeeive  their  final 
^oom.  Are  we^  said  he.  to  be  charged  with. a 
breach  of  good  laith  for  the  ref\isal  on  their  part 
•  to, fulfil  their  declaration  or  promise?  What 
could  be  expected  to  be  th^  ultimate  fate  of  th^se 
vessels  ?  That  they  would  be  sold*,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds deposited  in  the  Imperial  treasury,  ^c, 

Mr.  Bibb* said  it  was 'certainly  far  from  hiis  jn- 
tetotioD-  ta  tl^row  any  embi^rrassm^nt  in  the  way 
of  the  Committee  of  Fbreign  Relations,  bat  he 
was  onwilling  to  act  on  this  mitter  without  diie 
deliberation,  anj  therefore  moved  thai  the  bill 
and  amendments,  should  lie  on  the  table.  Thfc 
subject  was^iot  so  urgent  that  one  dtiy  would  be 
a  matter  of  any  ffreat  consequence.  ' 

Mr.  BppBa  said  he  hild  no  objection  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  QoM>aB0Rocjo»  made,  a  motion  to  refer  it 
to  a  Cbmmittee  of  the  Whole.  • 

Mr.  MuMTORD  stated  that  it  was  his  intention, 
when  the  bill  should  come  under  coirsideratipn, 
to  move  the  following  amendment  to  it :   ' 

Providedi  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  afiect  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vessels  wholly , 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  Citizens  of  me  United  States, 
whSdi  had  deared  out  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
for  any  other  port  heyond  tbe^  same,  prior  to  the  lOth 
of  NoveiBber,  doe  thousand  eight  htmdred  aB4  ten. 

He  said  he  bad  inserted  the  10th  of  November 
to  allow  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  proclamation 
at  the  different  ports.       ' 

The  motion  for  th6  bjll  to  lie  on  tHe  table  wtis 
newatived— 63  |o  42.       ' 

It  was  referred  toa  Commiltee  of  the  Whok— ^ 
52  to  61^-*aod  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  i6- 

niofffow* 

'*,■•' 

JOHN  MAONilMARA. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  MacMmara  was 
r6a4  a  ilnrd  time*  [The  bill  goes  to  relief  this 
peraon  from  a  penalty  for  bringitrg.to  the  United 
Slates  exiles  from  Cuba  and  their  slaves.} 

Mr.  RiifDObPH  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground^ 
of  the  dalager  of  giving  aioj  the  least  Hcense  to 
tha  introduction  of  slaves!  into  ^his  country,  or 
of  the  maroonS)  brigands,  or  cut-throats  from  St. 
IXimingo,  or  elsewhere.  He  alluded  to  tbe  late 
warninff  the  House  had  received  in  the  occnrren* 
ces  in  the  neighborhood  of :  New  Orleans,  which, 
ha  said,  ought  to  eaU  on  all  orders  of -n^^n  io'thc; 
State  to  discountentince  4ny  relaxation  of  our 
laws  on  this  subjfgct.'  '     '       ^ 

Mr.  Cbbvb»  entertained  tb>esame  general  aeii- 
timents  as  Mr.  RandolpB;  byt  this  was  a  pecu- 
liar case  of  hardship;,  where  It  -captain,  ignorant' 
of  our  laws,  had,  from  the  mere  in^pulse  Qf  l^U'^ 
manity,  without  any  other  compensation  than 
the  gratification  of  that  sentiment,  brought  n 
number  of  these  peopla  from  Nassau. 

Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  passage  of  the'  biU  on 
the  same  grounds  as.  Mr.  Rand6lph. 

Mr.  Newtoi>  stated  the  circumstances  .of  this 
cast :  that  a  la;w  was  already  in  existence,  wbicli 


would  have  aflbrded  relief,  had  the  iraportitioQ 
been  direct  frotn  Cuba;  but  the  slaves  baviof 
been  circuitously^  brought  from  Cuba,  via  Nu- 
sau,  this  case  was  taken  out  the  scope  of  the  liv. 

Mr.  Cheves  moved  to  recommit  the  bilL  wiik 
a  view  to* insert  a  provision,  requiring  there-ex- 
portatiott  from  the  United  Btmtes  of  the  slara 
.thus  inti:oduced.    * 

After  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,aad 
the  bill  reQOOwilted. . 

\     I  I  II  n 

Friday,  February  22. 

TheBp^AKSfi  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  resolt* 
tion  of  the  Liegislatnre  of  the  Stat*  of  KtBtwkf. 
declaring  the  assent  of  that  State  to  theamcsj- 
meat  pro|>qsed  .by  Congress  at  their  lastieiaim 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stater^  Kpee^ 
ing- titles  of  nobility. 

Mr.  Van  HdRN,  fi^om  th^  Committee  for  lU 
Dbtrlotof  Coiui][ibia,  presenteda  bfll  authoHziBf 
the  PresidentantfMaaager^of  the  PotomacBrid^ 
Company,  to  dra'w  a  lottery  or  lotteriea  witbioite 
District  or  Columbia;  whicii  was  read  twice.8Bd 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  ioibrinad  the  Horn 
th^^t  the  Senate  have  parsed  the  bill, entitled ''Ai 
act  in, addition  to  the  act,  eatit^ed  'Aa  actsap- 
plementaty.to  the  act  boncierAing  Consuls  aai 
Vice-consuls,  and  for  the  further  protectiooof 
Amfric^n  deameiij"  with  atnendme^u;  aadtbiii, 
entitled  "An  ifcl  in  Addition  to*  the  act  lORy*- 
late  the  layingout  and  making  a' road  froaCos- 
berland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  fl  as  also  a  bill,  entitled  **  Aa  aetloex- 
tend  the  nj^ht  of  ^uJlrage  in  the,  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  lor  ether. purposes;"  to  which ittendr 
menu  and  bills  tkey  desire  the.  done urieDceot 
this 'House*'    ^ 

CLJ^U  Ot  LIEUTENANT  KNIGHT. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon'  Koigbivti 
read  A  third  lime,  [The  liiH  authorizes  the  le- 
nayment  to  Mr*  Knight  of  a.ana»of  money  p^'^ 
him  to  Greneril  Wilkinson,  un del'  the  otd$nti 
the  WarDc^rtm^Bt,for  e'ztrm  rations,  4bc.,aHov> 
ance  of  which  he  is  refused  by  the  Accoiwtw' 
of  the  WarDepartment.  The  bill  abo  coattiw 
i  provision  that  tliis  bill  shall  noi  beheld  to«K- 
tion  any  such  payment  as  legal.] 

Mr.  Whioht  moved  that  it  ^ould  lie  on  tfce 
table.  Hisohjectwasto  move  a  resolution  reiioinog 
the  President  tp  lay  before  the  House  a  8taie©e»t 
of  the  pay  of  the  respective  Brigadier  Gesertls. 
Motion  lost— 46  tQ  4L  .      . 

Mr.  W.  then  opposed  tbe  billon  account  eftw 

f>roviso  which  it  contained.  He  went  i»w  t 
engil^y  deuil  to,  show  thjit,  whilst  General  W«- 
)cin8on,.tb^  oldest  brigadier,  received,  tiad^  "^ 
law  of  1806,  but  two  thousand  sdven  ht^wtt^ 
dollars  at  roost;  the  two  inferior  or  yooagei 
brigadiers,  under  the  law  af  1808,  received  low 
thousand  thf'ee  Jiundred  and  thirty-two  amn 
each,  dbc 
Mr.  I^ooT  also  oppo^  the  bUl  tt  l^og^  <» 
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be  8tme  pounds.  He  had  rather  sacrifice  .the 
odiiridual,  jast  as  his  clnim  mi^rht  be,  than  sacri- 1 
ice  streat  principles.  He  could  not  consent,  he 
(aid,  to  take  shelter  behind  this  young  man«  Mr. 
knight,  to  assassinate  the  reputation  of  the  late 
President  and  Secretary  of  War^under  whose 
Auction  the  payipent  of  General  Wilkinson  bad 
>een  made. 

Messrs.  Lov£  and  Poindexteb  spoke  against 
the  bill,  atid  Mr.  Goldsbobodoh  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  South ABD  moved  us  iodefiaite  pontpone- 
oieot.— For  indefiaite  postponement  63,  against 
it  53,  as  follows: 

Tbas— LamiMl  J.  Abton,  WiUia  .\laCMm  Jan.,  Wil- 
Mm  Andenoii,  Eaduel  Bacon,  Uavid  bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robart  Brown*  WiUtaa».A. 
Sonrall,  WiUiam  Butler,  Jaseph  Calkaun,  Laogdon 
:::bevM,  Matthaw  Ciaj,  Jamea  Cochmn,  William 
Drawlbffd,  Rickard  Cutta,  J6hn^Daw«on,io«aph  Desha, 
rohn  W.  Eppem  William  Findley,  Mathack  Franklin, 
Sanillai  Gamatt,  Gidaon  Gardner,  David  8.  Oarlaad, 
Phomaa  Gbolaoa,  PalartfODGoodwyn,  Jaanat  Holland, 
lacob  Hofty,  WiUiam  Keiuiady,  John  Lova*  Aaion 
[jyle,  Kathaaiel  Maaon,  Alexaadar  MoKim,  William 
kfcKinley,  John  ^footgomaiyr  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Sardon  8.  Mamlbrd,  Thomas  Nawbold,  Thpmaa  New- 
•o,  John  Porter  John  Rhea,  of  Tanaassae^  Mattluaa 
Ucbards,  Bamnal  Ringgold,  John  Roane,.  Erastos 
iloot,  Ebenesar  Saga,  Samuel  Skavir,  John .  Smilie, 
3aoi«a  Smith,  John  8mith,  Henry  Sontliard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Jacob  8woopa»  John  Tbompaon,  Uri  Tracy, 
])aoige  M.  Troop^  CharlaaTomar,  Jan.,  Robert  Waak- 
ey»  Robert  WhitahiU,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
bright. 

NAva— ioaapb  Allan,  William  T.  Bairy,  Abgah 
)igalow,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  Jamae.Breckanndga,  John 
X  Chamberlain,  Epaphroditaa  Champion,  Martin 
^hittandea,  John  Da\anport,  jnn.^  William  Ely,  James 
3mott,  Baiant  Gardaniar«  Chailea  GoUaboiough, 
[*bomaa  R.  Gold,  WilUam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
)anial  Haiatar,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bbenaiar  Han  t-> 
tigum,  Richard  Jackaon,  ion.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip 
I.  Kaj,  Herman  Knkkarbadbar,  Joseph  Lawis,  jun., 
tobert  La  Roy  Livingston,  VinoanS  MaOhawa,  Plaaa- 
nt  M.  MUler,  WiUiam  Mihior,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
^homaa  Moora»  Jonathan  O.  Mosaley,  Jaasph  Paar- 
OD,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
*eter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoin^,  John 
t4Ma,  Thomas  Samoiona,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smalt, 
ohn  Stenlay,  Jamea  Stephenson,  Lawis  B.  Sturges, 
(amnal  Taggart,.Bai^amm  Tallmadga,  Nieholaa  Van 
>jka,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  JCUlian  K.  Van  Renase- 
ler,  Laban  Whaaton,  Eaekiel  Whitman,  Jamea  Wil* 
an,  and  Robert-  Withaiapoon.- 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

On  mdtioB  of  Mr.  Bppbs,  the  House  resolved 
tseir  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
upplementary  to  the  act  concerning  commercial 
ntercourse,  dbc. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
imendment,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Eppps,  so 
IS  to  provide  thst  if,  before  the  second  of  Febru- 
try  lasl^  Great  Britain  shall  have  so  revoked  or 
Dodified  her  edicts,  dbc.,  then^  and  in  4hQt  ctue 
>fi/y,ahould  the  President  issue  his  proclamation 
ospending  the  non-iniercourse,  d^c.  He  said  he 
riahad  to  avoid  any  difficulty  in  the  construction 
llthCoN*3dSKSs.— 38 


of  the  law.  He  was  opposed  to  any  modification 
of  the  agreement  with  France,  and  desirous  to 
carry  it  into  full  effect.  Had  Great  Britain  done 
the  same,  he  would  have  shown  the  same  dis- 
poitition  as  to  her. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  considered  it  no  part  of 
the  compact  or  agreement  with  France,  that  if 
Grefit  Britain  should  not  revoke  her  orders  before 
the  second  Of  February,  we  were  to  remain  in  a 
state  of  non-intercourse  with  her  forever.  If 
she  should  revoke  her  orders,  as  was  possible,  it 
must  be  the  wish  of  every  man  that,  the  moment 
the  fact  was  known^  the  non-intercourse  'should 
be  withdrawn.  The  Legislature  might  not  at 
the  time  be  in  seasion,and  the  bill  would  vest  the 
^ power  in  the  President  during  the  recess  to  de- 
clare the  fact  on  which  their  revocation  de- 
pended.  ^ 

Messrs.  WriggtV  and  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  sup- 
ported the  motion ;  and  Mr.  Eppes  replicfd.' 

The  Committee,  without  taking  a  question,  re* 
ported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  billy 
passed  by  the  two  Hounes,  entitled  *^  An  act  in- 
corporating the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chu,rch  in 
the  town  of  Alezaddria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," which  was  returned  by  the  President 
yesterday*,  with  objections^  when  an  adjourn- 
ment being  called  for,  was  carried. 


Saturday,  February  23. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *Aq 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concarning  Co«isiils 
and  V  ice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protactian 
of  American  seamei»;"  and  thesame  being  readi 
were  concarred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  in 
addition  to  the  'Act  to  regulate  the  layinr  oat 
and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State 
ot  Maryland,  to  the  Stat^  Of  Ohio;''  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, and  for  other  purposes  f  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  a  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana 
Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKib,  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  the  twenty-third  uUibio,on  the  me- 
morial of  William  Limbert,  were  discharged ; 
and  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Weakley  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  West  Tennessee,  praying  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment as  will  secure  to  them  the  free  and  unmo- 
lested navigation  of  the  Mobile  and  Tombigbee 
rivers,  of  which  they  are  now  deprived  by  the 
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iBterfereace  of  the   Indiaas. — Referred   to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  reconsideration  of  the 
bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  "An  act 
incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
io  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in*  the  District  of  Co- 
*  lumbia,"  which  was  presented  for  approbation 
on  Thursday,  the  14th  instant,  and  returned  by 
the  President  on  the  21st  instant,  with  objections. 

The  said  bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table, and 
is  as  follows :  - 

An  act  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal 

Church  in.  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  th^  District  of 

Columbia. 

Be  it  enadfid  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  B^pri- 
$entative»  of  the  United  State*  of  AmerieOy »%  Con- 
tnrese  aaeembledt  That  the  Minister  and  Vestry  of  the 
rroteetant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria»  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  was,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ahd 
nine,  associated  as  a  religious  society,  be,  and  their 
auccessoTs  -are  hereby,  declared  and  made  a  body  cor- 
porate and  politic,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title, 
of  the  Minister  and  Vestry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Ohurch  of  the  town  of  Alexandria ;  and  by  tb^  name, 
*«ty)e,  and  title,  aftresaid;  they,  and  their  snccessors, 
diall'ibrevetr  lawfully  have,  hold,  use;  and  enjoy,  mil 
and  every  tra/ct  and  tracts  of  land,  already  belonging 
to  the  said  Church,  which  ia  now,  or  which  may  here- 
mfter  be,  acquired  by  donation  or  purchase ;  the  Church 
already  built,  with  the  burying  ground  belonging  to 
the  same,  with  their  hereditaments  and  appurtenances ; 
and  all  books  and  other  property  heretofore,  and  that 
may  hereafter  be,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  said 
'  Church,  to  the  sole  and  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the 
•aid  Church,  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and;neaning 
f&t  which  any  of  the  said  property  was  ot  may  be  pur- 
t  diasBd  or  given ;  and  by  the  nnie,  style,  and  title, 
aforesaid,  they  shall  be  capatile  in  Jaw  to  bold,  maiq- 
UiMi  tM  re^oteri  all  their  estates,  rights,  and  property, 
• .  keUngiag  thereto,  and  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
iiBfdsaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  de- 
£uided,  in  all  suits,  oontroveraies,  causes,  actions,  mat- 
tery and  things,  whether  they  be  actions  of  debt»  as- 
sumpsit, ejectment,  trespass,  or  bill  in  chancery,  in  any 
court  or  courts  of  law  or  equity,  and  before  any  judg^ 
or  Justices  whatsoever,  and  shall  have  one  common  sesl 
and  perpetual  succession ;  and  the  service  of  process 
upon  the  churchwardens  shall  be  a  sufficient  service 
upon  the  body  corporate. 

8ic.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all  pro- 
ceedings of  the  aforesaid  minister  and  vestry,  all  mat- 
ters i^all  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  votes ;  and 
the  said  minister  shall  in  no  case  have  a  negative  on 
the  preoeedings  of  the  said  corporation,  except  when 
his  vote  shall  be  with,  or  make  a  mi^rity  oi^  the  votes, 
prasent,  at  any  meeting  of  the  said  corporation. 

8ic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
minister  and  vestiy,.by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid, 
shall  have  good  right,  full  power,  ahd  lawful  authority 
to  have,  take,  receive,  acquire,  purchase,  hold,  use,  and 
e^joy,  all  lands,  tenements,  here<litament8,  and  all 

floods  and  chattels ;  and  to  demise,  alien,  improve,  and 
ease,  not  only  the  lands  which  they  now  have,  but 
which  they  may  hereafter  acqture;  and  to  use  and 
improve  such  goods  and  chattels,  to  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  said  church*  so  that  the  annual  increase  there- 


of shall  not  exceed  six  thousand  dollars,  say  law,  im|c 
or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstandug.  Andi 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  miniiter  and  i» 
tiy  of  the  said  church,  to  sell  any  of  the  said  propem. 
real  or  personal,  which  at  this  time  lawfully  bdongis 
the  said  church,  or  the  interest  which  the  gaid  ckaid 
may  have  in  any  property,  real  or  personal,  or  which  nuf 
hereafter  belong  to  it,'  for  the  purpose  of  tppljiog  fe 
proceeds  thereof  to  the  purpose  oferectinganewchon^ 
or  repairing  die  present  one,  ror  the  use  of  thesaid  coog> 
gation  or  buildiDg,  or  repairing  dwelling  or  other  hooa 
for  the  use  of  their  minister,  or  school  hoosei ,  witk 
the  said  town  of  Alexandria,  or  in  any  other  wijr 
manner  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  think  sees 
sary  for  the  bMiefltof4he  said  chdrch:  PhMMUlTb 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  bs  oonstrasd  so  at  tsWfe 
the  rights  or  claim  of  any  person  or  ^mrsons,  Mtotja 
panels  in  to  to  any  proper^now  m  poascaaw  of  tbi 
sidd  church,  o|t  claimed  by  it 

Sac.  4.  Andheit further tttiacted,  ThattksnMtR 
or  in  case  of  his  absence,  or  of  a  vacancy,  the  dnnb- 
wardens,  shall  oall  a  meeting  of  the  ^ertry  n  dba  a 
it  shaU  be  deemed  heces8|tfy ;  seven  of  whoai  daO  bi 
a  sufficient  number  to  eonstitate  a  meetiag  for  tti  da* 
patch  of  busiaesSf.aad  shall  have  power  (etcflfo 
the  clectioti  of  a  minister,  or  of  demising,  aliM(» 
or  leasing  of  land,  in  whidi  oase%  a  esnciintact  if  i 
majority  of  the  whole  nuniber  elected  diafl  hestw* 
sary,)  to  make  such  rules  and  orden,  for  tbsmaigai 
all  the  temporal  aflain  of  the  said  churob,af  th6T,«> 
majority  of  them  wo  met>  shall-  agree  •P*"* '■^*'J 
think' most  cobdnciv^to  the  interest  and  paptT" 
the  said  ohurch ;  and  shall  kave  the  dispooliMiiod  v- 
dering  of  all  payments  of  the  moneys  belsagivr  |^ 
said  church,  and  also  of  the  appointmeot  d^^^ 
treiasurei^,  eelleetor,  and  eexton,  whenever  thiy>Br^ 
neceseary,  and  the  said  clerk,  treasuieiv  ooIMr,ni 
sexton,  at'tlieir  pieasore  to  remove,  and  sppottt***" 
in-their  stead ;  all  which  erdeie,  rules,  aad  ippMi^ 
ments,  together  with  the  aooeonts  of  thsoidchm 
the  said  vestiy  shall  cause  to  be  fliirly  eetMcdsad  p*- 
served  in  vrell  bovnd  books^  to  he  provided  fer  t^  f^ 
pose ;  and  shstl  deUver  the  eaid  becks,  with  thtptpcn 
and  decnmants  behmging  to  the  said  dMRb,  rrw  ^ 
their  saoeeswn  m  office. 

8xc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enseted,  That,  wheHW 
a  ministsr  and  yietrymen  are  wanting,  te  fom  •'•^ 
corporate  and  politic,  agreeable  to  the  direetioa  dm 
act,  it  sbaU  be  lawful  for  any  two  repatabia  mt^ 
of  the  church  to  call  together,  at  the  said^«^'^ 
notice  duly  publisbed  in  one  of  the  newspspeiaJJ^ 
lished  in  the  town  of  Alexaadria,  the  aisoibaa  w|^ 
said  church,  and  there  elect  by  a  majority  w  '••* 
twelve  able  and  discreet  men,  members  of  tht  *» 
church,  who  shall  be  a  vertiy  to  ali  mtentsand  p«ip|f^ 
and  who,  with  their  minister,  or  during  a  ^»**"2krik 
out  a  minister,  shall  be  a  body  corporate  and  powe.  ^ 
the  aame  name,  and  ahall  enjov  all  the  rigbti,  poee^ 
privilege!^  and  immunit^ea,  which  are  given  V  ^ 
act  to  the  said  church*  ^^ 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,at^«f 
tions  of  a  vestry  for  the  said  ohurch,  no  jpenon  *w  » 
allowed  to  vote  who  is  not  a  ifiember  of,  »"<*  /'J® 't 
not  actually  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  «ud  chur» 
for  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  said  dectn* 
There  shall  be  elections  of  vestrymen  «^c0^""lj  JJI 
forever,  the  next  election  to  be  held  on  Eaater  M(W 
next,  and  all  succeeding  elections  on  the  laiw  ^^ 
in  every  third  year  thereafter,  which  dectiwn  trnT 
held  and  conducted  in  the  foUowinc  manoer*  ^-- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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ttemben  «f  the  ««i<l  ohurch  fthali  ftssemble  at  the  said 
:httrcbt  or.  if  there  sbould  be  no  ohorch^hoaBe^  at  each 
>UMr  place  ae  the  Tcetry«  lor  the  time  being,  shall  ap- 
loint  by  dae  notiee,  en  Easter  Monday  in  -  ereiy  third 
fear*  and  then  and  there  elect  twelve  able  and  cUsereet 
nen*  members  of  the  said  ehnrch,  as  veetrjoieDt  who 
dudl  Qontinne  in  office  ipr  three  years,  and  until  their 
tttCMseeson  be  elected,  in  the  manner  afoiesaid ;  two  o£ 
the  vestrymen  lo  ehosep,  shall^  annually,  by  a  miyprity 
>f  the  vestry,  be  appointed  churchwardens,  who,  or 
dither  of  them,  and  their  successors,  shall  preside  at  all 
slections  of  a  vestry,  shall  take  care  that  such  elections 
are  conducted  in  a  fair  and  orderly  manner,  and  shall 
be  Judges  of  the. qualiBcations  of  the  electors. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That;  whenever 
a  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the  vestry  shall*happen,  either 
by  death,  resignation,  quitting'  the  church,  or  removal, 
the  remaining  vestiymen,  or  a  quorum  of  theln,  shall 
ehooee  suefa  pereon  or  persons  as  they  may  think  fit 
and  preper»  to  supply  the  office  of  such  veetrymaa  or 
veet^nMS,  who,  ki  oemplyiag  with  the  mlea  and  Ibrms 
eithm  said  chnrohy  shaU  coMinue  in  office  nntil  the 
nsoLl  ffenoral  eleotion^exoepthe  at  they  i;eQieve>  rengn, 
or  qn$t  the  church  as  aipsesaid*     ^ 

Sao.  8»  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and 
»ay  be  Uwfiil  for  the  said  vestiy  V>  BMike  aoeh  provi. 
sioB  f<^  the  support  of  the  poor  ef  the  said  churchi  as 
shall  by  them  be  thought  proper ;  and  to  provide  sJso» 
in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall'  appear  prcMwr,  for  the 
educatioin  of  the  poor  children  of  the  said  church. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  vpstry 
of  the  said  church,  two-thirds  coneurrin|;,  shall  have 
foil  power  and  authority  to  remove  from  the  said  church 
any  minister  guilty  of  unworthy  behaviour,  or  of  ne- 
glecting the  duties  of  his  office ;  and,  upon  such  re* 
moval,  the  said  vestry  shall  have  authority  to  elect  a 


.  8BC..10.  iliirf6et)fyiirfAcrenae#Aj;  ThatitshaH-and 
■ay  be  lawful  for  the  said  minister  and  vestry  to  make 
sBch  miea  andrego]b|tions^  f0r  the  good  raanagetaaent  of 
the  immfuml  affidniof  the  saidi  chofch,  as  mtj  be  deemed 
by  ihrnm  most  expedieBC,.and  fot  the  gofemneofc^f  the 
said  wastry,  and  the  same  to  abrogate  or  alter  as  often 
as  they  shall  see  fit  :Pfb0MM4ilur«(3r«,  That  fueh  rules 
andregulationa  are  not  ineonsistettt  with,  and  against 
any  provision  o(  this  act,  the  laws, of  Congreea>  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  any  rule  or 
canon  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  State 
of  Virginia.  ) 

Skc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  commence,  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after  ^  the 
pissing  thereof 

JOSEPH  B.  VAR^lTM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeentativee* 

GEORGE  etWTOIf, 
yke  President  of  the  United  States, 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 
The  President's  objections  were  also  again  read; 
and,  afVer  debate,  the  question  "  That  the  House 
on  reconsideration,  do  agree  to  pass  the  bill,"  was 
taken  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative—yeas 29,  nays  74,  as  follows : 

TiAs — Joseph  Allen,  Abljah  Bigelow,  WOliam 
Chamberlin,Epapbro^itns  Champion,  John  Davenport, 
jr.,  William  EK^,  James  Bmott,  William  Hate,  William 
Helms,  Ebenexer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Heuaan  Knidcerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis^  jr.,  Edward  St. 
Loe  Livarmore,  Yiaoott  Matth^wa,  Arcbibaid  Mo- 


Bryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jamea 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  'Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Nicolas  Van 
Dyke,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Willis  Alsten,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  Willifim 
T.  Bany,  WUFiam.  W.  Qibb^  Adsm  Boyd,  Jamee 
Breckenridge,  Robert  Brownt  William  A*  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Wil* 
liam  Crawford,  Ridiard  Cutts,  iohn  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Barziilai  Gannett, ''Gideon  Gardner,  David 
d.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Rob- 
ert XiC  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Matthew  hyon, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  MoKintey^  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L* 
Mi«ehil>>  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  lforrow^  Thomas  NewboM,  Thomas 
Newton,  Benjamiii  Pickman,  Jr.,'  John  Porter,  Peter 
Bi  Porter^  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jolni  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Bichajrds,  John  Roane»  Eraatua 
Root,  John  Roes,  Ebeneaer  Sagei,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John 
A,  Scuddert  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shawv  Daniel 
She^y,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith*  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard*  Richard  Stanford,  Joiin  Stanley, 
Jacob  Swoope,  IJri  Tracy,  George  M*  Troup,  Charles 
Tutner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wri^fht, 

And  80  the^aid  bill  was  rejected,  two  thirda  of 
the  House  not  agreeing  to  j>ass  the  same, 

OOMMEHCUL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  concerning  commercial  intercourse. 

Mr.  RBBA'a  motion,  made  yesterday,  w^  neg- 
atived, two  only  voting  in  favor  of  it. 
.  Mjr.  Rbba  mov*e4  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Eppbs,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  issue  his  proclamation 
suspending  the  non -intercourse  whenever  Gfeat 
Britain  shall  leioke  her  Orders  in  Council.  He 
said  the  principle  would  extend  to  a  hundred 
years  as  well  as  to  a  single  day  after  the  second 
of  February.    The  mr^tion  was  lost— ayes  9. 

Mr«  LivBRMORB  objected  to  the  principle  of 
making  the  President's^proclamation  the  proof  of 
the  occurrence  of  a  fact.  <  The  principle,  he  said, 
was  not  to.  be  found  in  any  former  Law,  and  was 
eontrary  to Teason  as  well  as  precedent. 

Mr.  &PPE8  and  M>.  Ross  opposed,  and  Mr. 
LtvBAMORB  and  Mr.  MiLNOft  supported  the  ino- 
lion,  which  was  negatived — yeas  54,  nays  36. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  was  about  to  make  a  prop- 
osition, which,  he  hoped,  would  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  e?ery  member  of  the  House.  It  was, 
to  amend  the  section  so  as  to  read:  '^In  ease 
'  Great  Britain  shall  make  such  arrangement  with 
^  the  United  States  relative  to  the  surrender  of 

*  impressed  American  seamen  as  shall.be  satisfac- 

*  tory  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and 

*  shall  so  revoke,  dec;  the  President,"  dbc. 

Mr.  .W.  supported  his  motion  by  urging  a  vari- 
ety of  considerations  arising  from  the  detention 
of  our  aeamea  it  Siitbli  iails^  a^^^teriaed  the 
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ships  of  war.  He  estimated  the  number  now  in 
this  situation  at  ten  thoasand.  He  alluded  to  the 
late  ifnpres^meot  of  a  nephew  of  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  (Mr.  Reed.)  He  said  they 
paid  no  disiinotion  to  persons,  and  would  as  soon 
impress  a  nYember  of  this  Houseas  any  one  else.* 

Mr.  Rbba  supported  the  motion.  Our  Minis- 
ter had  told  us  a  very  firm  tone  ouffht  now  to.be 
assumed  with  that  Qovernment,  of  which,  as  it 
now  stood,  this- hilt  would  be  rather  retreating 
than  otherwise.  If  the  amendment  were  adopted, 
lie  said,  it  would  at  least,  serve  to  keep  alive  the 
remembrance  of  those  who  appeared  nearly  to 
kave  been  forgotten. 

Mr.  Lyon  made  some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inclusion  of  the  blockade  of  May^ 
1806,  in  the  edicts  demanded  p(  Qreat  Briuin  to 
be  revoked.  That,  he  said^  was  not  authorized 
by  law  i  and  this  was  to'  bt  another  impediment 
thrown  in  the  way  of  any  settlement 

Mr.  SiiiLiB  opposed  the  annexa^on  of  such-  a 
proposition  as  this  to, the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  supported  his  motion  at  consider- 
able l^nsfth.  He  said  our  seamen  had  been  pirati- 
cally taken,  and  if  we  eould^  catch  their  captors 
in  thrft  country,  they  ought  to  be  hun^.  He  said 
if  the  House  refused  to  take  any  mreasures  for  the 
relief  of  those  seamen,  he  should  move  to  brjng 
in-a  bill  to  ransqm  them,  as  we  had'dbne  from  the 
Algerines.  This  was  a  good  time,  too.  he  said, 
for  everybody  knew  where  there  were  $7200.000 
of  money  (stock  held  by  British  subjects  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States)  which  might  be  well 
appropriated  to  the  piurpose.  Unless  our  seam«n 
were  to  be  released,  it  was  high  time  there  should 
be  a  revolution  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Wright's  motion  wa^  negatived,  sixteen 
Toting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  first  section,  proposed  as  an  amendment 
by  Mr.  Eppes.  was  then  agreed  to.  . 

The  second. section  being  under  consideratfon, 
which  goes  to  declare  the  non-importation  to  be' 
io  force  against  Great  Britain,  ^. 

Mr.  MiLNOft  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  take 
aTicw  of  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in 
relation  to  this  suhj^t,  dnfing  the  present  session, 
I  confess  I  feel  greatly  surprised  ttiat  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  adopt  the  present  meaKure.  It 
will  b«  recollected,  sir,  that,  at  a  very  early  period, 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last.  Although  the 
gentleman  did  make  one  or  two  feeble  a  item  nts 
to  call  it  up  for  consideration,  yet  itwas  manifest 
that  there  was  a  general  indisposition  to  act  upon 
it  at  that  time.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  myself 
and  many  others,  arose  from  a  doubt  in  the  good 
faith  x)f  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  It  was  true 
that  he  had.  through  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  declar- 
ed that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  re- 
TOked  on  the  5ih  of  AUgUst,  and  that  they  should 
cease  to  have  effect  after  the  first  of  November  5 
and  it  was  also  true  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had.  by  his  proclamation  of  the 
ad  of  November,  declared,  not  tiimply  that  this 
promise  bad  been  given,  bm  ibat  tba  decrtea  were 


revoked,  and  bad  ceased  to  operate.  Notvitj 
standing  this  declaration  of  toe  Preu^t,a 
previous  coinltict  of  the  French  Emper«r  iiMfKi 
an  almost  universal  doubt  of  bit  good  iiitb,ii| 
the  curious  character  of  the  declaratioa  mi^M 
Cadore,  was  calculated  to  increase  it.  Thtit^ 
crees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked  jr  iliii, 
dead  on  the  5th  of  August,  and  ceased  lokirt 
efiect ;  that  is,  to  live  on  the  first  of  NoTenkj 
thus  this  creature  had  the  wonderful  facd:f)l 
being  dead  and  alive  at  the  sakne  time;  of  »- 
ing  to  have  effect,  and  acting  with  fullTigait 
the  same  instant.  While  all  was  doubt  lodiB' 
itation,  despatches  were  received  froin  Mr.  h 
sell,  pur  Charge  d'Aflaires  at  Paris,  whieii  ok 
it  apparent  that  the  decrees  which  wer«  toeal 
to'bave  efiect  on  the  first  of  November,  ten,i 
the  oionth  of  December,,  still  iaexisteBee,io^i| 
full  and  practical  operation.  It  is  aov  en^ 
that  the  President  was;  duped  by  theFMcbSi 
,peTor^  and  led  to  issue -a  proclatBatioDOitlKM 
of.  bis  promise,  declaring  a  fact  .which  Hi  n 
exist.  80  convinced  were  the  House  ibti 
was  the  true  state  of  the  case,  that  (be  bcsonUi 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ForeiCT  Bektiai 
himself  moved  to  recominit  the  bill Tbehii  p* 
viously  introduced,  and  it  was  done.  Wliit,i^ 
I  would  ask,  sir,  hi^s  since  occurred' to  ilwtk< 
face  of  affairs,  to  indu6e  this  newattempiuu^ 
en  on  the  re.«*trictive  system  against  oar  ii>^ 
course  with  Great  Britain?  is  there  lojiM 
in  .  the  last  communicaiioii  froni  the  Presida^ 
calculated  to  produce  such  an  efiiictl  Ooi^ 
contrary,  it  furnii^bes  the  most  coacluslTe  en 
deuce  of  the  treachery  of  Bonaparte,  aad  oap 
to  serve  as  a  beaooo  to  warn  us  sgaiast  trarinj 
ifcim  further.  It  is  true  that  there  isaleuerfrjB 
Mr.  Pinkney  to.  Lord  Wei lesley,  dated  I>e««i^ 
lOtfa,  in  which*  the  former  labors  to  pMre,w 
Cadore'cDote  to  Arrostraog  is  an  ab«>l«e  "f" 
of  the  French  decrees,  withovt  aof  ePMJWj 
precedlent,  and  that  therefore  the  Brii«jh  Gor« 
ment  ought  to  be  satiated  of  its  validity^  W 
take  immediate  measures  for  rerokioytbeirw 
ders  and  blockades,  agreeably  (0  their  proaw 
But,  it  unfortunately  happened  that,  oa  ihc  a* 
day  on  which  our  Minister  at  London  wm  1*^ 
forming  his  duty,  in  transhiittine  bii  ■"«  JJ 
theoretical  ari^ument  to  the  British  Minwffy!^ 
Minister  at  Paris  was  also  performini  bw  m 
in  remonstrating  against  the  practical  openiw^ 
of  those  very  decrees,  which  were  to  hafeertj" 
to'bave  effect  on  the  first  of  November.  [^ 
Mr.  M.  read  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell  totbel^ 
of  Cadore,  dated  December  lOtb,  f^^^ 
against  the  seizure  of  the  brig  New  W*" 
Packet,  it  being  the  only  case,  as  declared  oyj. 
Russell,  to  which  the  decrees  could  be  apf«" 
subsequent  to  the  firvl  of  November.]  ^^ 
I  recollect,  sir,  when  Mr.  Rosseir*  corre$iJ^ 
ence  was  communicated  to  thi«  fl*^"*^*",*'^ 
gy  was  set  up  for  the  French  Broperw*  h  , 
alleged  that  the  President's  prodamauon  bifl"^ 
arrived  in  France  at  the  time  of  ^^^^2m 
the  New  Orleans  Packet,  and  that  Bow^J 
having  rec^ij^ed^  go,  evidence  of  the  laWfl*"* 
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American  Qi>?eriifflent  to  fulfil  tbeir  «ngage- 
Bt,  had  used  'the  mrecauucoory  roeakure  of 
liog  the  Tessel^  uptil  be  ^should  reenve  some 
ieoee  of  our  good  faith ;  and  we  were  exuit- 
\f  told  that  tbePreeideot'tf  pfoclamation  would 
all  to  rights,  bjr  satisfying  his  doQbtiosrMa* 
y  of  oar  siiic«rity,  and  would  iaduce  him  to 
«te  »U  propertv  seised  sabse(}ueiit  to  the  first 
November,  and  once  mott  to  put  an.  end  to 
•e  nine-liired  dei^ree^.  How  fa^s  this  predio- 
1  been  verified  ?  The  President's  proclamatioo 
s  eoromanicated  to  the  French  Ooreroment  on 
rl2th  of  December,  two  days  after  Mr.  Rus- 
I'tf  remonstrance ;  and  yet,  Anr  anything  we 
Dw,  that  remonstrance  remains  unanswer^'d, 
1  the  New  Orleans  Packet  remains,  under  seia- 
•  to  this  rery  day.  It  is  true  that,  after  waiting 
iteen  days,  His  Majesty  condescended  to  direct 
( partial  suspeaslon  of  the  decrees,  thereby  gir- 
rthe  most  positive  proof  npt  only  of  their  ex* 
^Qce,  but  of  their  active  operation.  On  the 
th  of  December,  the  Dukes  of  Masst  a;nd  of 
kcte.  bv  the  direction  of  their  master,  severally 
«te  a  latter  to  the  o^pers  connected  with  thoir 
ipective  departmeau,  directing  them  toaus* 
ad  the  operation  of  those  very  decrees,  so  far 
respected  the  otrtidemnaUon  of  vessels  and  car- 
es, seized  after  the  first  of  November;  not  only 
Me  then  incOKtody,  but  such  as  should  theceaf- 
r  be  seized.  I  will  read  a  part  of  t^ose  letters 
t  the  purpose  of  refreshing  tb^e  memories  of  gen* 
Rnen  on  the  subject.  The  Duke  of  Massfi 
rites  t»  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
follows :  "  In  consequence  of  this  engagement 
litered  into  hf  the  Oovernmeat  of  the  UiMted 
Mates,  to  caxise  their  rights  to  be  respected,  His 
Asjesty  orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be 
landing  in  the  Council  of  Pri^es^  of  captures  of 
imerheao  vessels,  made  after  the  fir^t  oi  Novem- 
»r,and  those  that  may  in  future  be  brought  he- 
lofe  it,  shall  not  be  judged  according  to  the  prtn* 
liplcs  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Miten,  but 
wt  they  shall  remain  suspedded  y  the  tessels 
Giptartd  or  seized  to  remain  oidy  in  a  state  of 
i^Qestratioo,  and  the  righto  of  the  proprietors 
being  reserved  for  them  until  the  2d  February 
iext,  the  period  at  which,  the  United  Slates  hav* 
Htg  fulfilled  the  engagement  to  taUse  their  rights 
^be  respected,  the  said  captures  shall  be  de» 
^red  null  by  the  Councilr-atid  the  American 
^^sseis  restored,  together  with  their  cargoes,  to 
^  proprtetors."  The  letter  of  the  Duke  of 
*^^  is  of  a  similar  import.  I  will  reada  single 
*^raph,  which  is  as  follows:-  ^*  His  Majesty" 
tsriQ|r  seeo,  in  these  two  pieces"  (the  President's 
"tarnation  and  Gillatio's  circular  to  the  coUec- 
'^)^the  enunciation  of  the  measures  which 
J^e  Americans  purpose  taking  on  the  second  of 
^tbruary  next,  to  cauae  their  rights  to  be  re- 
^ted,  has  ordered  fl>e  to  inform  you  that  the 
^Hd  and  Milan  decrees  must  not  be  applied  to 
^T  American  vessels  that  havei  entered  our 
ports  stiice  the  first  of  November,  or  may  enter 
10  future ;  and  that  those  which  have  been  se- 
questered, as  being  in  contravention  of  these  de- 
*^>f  QMist  ha  the  object  of  a  special  leporu" 


Here,  sir,  w?  find  these  two  officers,  by  direc;- 
tion  of  their  master,  explicitly  recognising  the 
existence  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
suspending  their  operation  not  an  to  sequestra- 
tion, but  only  as  to  condemnation.  Nut  only  those 
which  had  arrived  after  the  first  of  November, 
but  those  which  should  thereafter  arrive,  were  to 
be  held  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  and  to  he  sub- 
ject to  a  special  report.^  With  this  plain  state- 
ment before  their  eyes,  will  gentlemen  as^er^  can  ^ 
they  possibly  Relieve,  that  the  decrees  were  re- 
voked and, ceased  to  have  efi*ect  ou  the  first  of 
Noveml>er?  They  surely  cannot.  If,  then,  the 
declaraiioQ  of  the  fifth  of  August  is  proved  to  he 
falite,  and  the  as5Mi ranee  that  the  decrees  should 
cease  to  have  effect  after  the  first  of  November 
was  mere  delusion,  what  becomes  of  the  act  of 
the  firiitt  of  May,  and  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion ?  Sir,  they  are  tnere  dead  letters,  having  no 
bjndine  force  or  operation.!  The  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  first  of  May  was  to  depend 
upon  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  on. 
the  part  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerents, 
and  th£  President's  proclamation  was  intended  aa 
a  mere  notification  of  such  performance.  Ad- 
mitting, then,  that  a  faithful  performance  of  tha 
pledge  of  the  fifth  of  Augpst.  on  the  part  of 
France,  would  have  had  a  binding  force  on  ust6 
carry  our  part  of  the  agreement  into  eiSect,  can 
any  man,  under  the  fisting  circumstances,  be- 
Ijeve  we  are  so  bound  7  Can  a  violation  of  a 
solemn  pledge  confer  an  obligation  i^hich  waa 
only  intended  to  be  created  on  the  comtplete  ful- 
^lipept  of  that  pledge?  Surely  not.  Sir,  the 
law  of  the  first  of  Miiy,  professed,  on  the  face  of 
il,  to  be  impartial  towards  the  two  nations  who 
have  violated  our  rights.  It  promised  that,  if  ei- 
ther would  so  revoke  or  liaodify  her  edicts  as  that 
they,  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  comnieiica 
of  the  United  States,  in  that  case  certain  restrict- 
ive measures  should  be  revived  against  the  other. 
Have  either  complied  ?  France  did,  indeed,  make 
a  declaration  that  her  edicts  were  revoked,  and 
should  pease  to  have  effect  on  a  certain  day. 
That  day  has  lopg  since  passed,  and,  for  anything 
we  know,  those  edicts  are  in  fiiU  operation.  Nay, 
we  have  positive  proof  of  their  acti,ve  existence, 
nearlv  two  months  after  they  were  to  have  ceas- 
ed ;  fof,  en  the  25th  of  December,  their  operation 
as  to  the  condemnation  of  American  property 
w^s  suspended,  while  their  power  to  sequester 
was  absolutely  recogpised and  continued.  With 
such  glarini^  such  positive  proof  before  our  eyes, 
of  th§  perfidy  of  France,  we  are  about  to  act.aa 
though  we  believed  she  had  performed  her  promise 
with  the  utmost  good  faith.  Nay,  more,  sir;  if 
she. had.  indeed,  complied  with  her  engagement^ 
she  could  require  nothing  more  of  us  t.han  the  act 
of  the  Ist  of  May  last;  that  was  the  full  amount 
of  our  engagement,  the  utmost  limit  of  our  bond. 
Upon,  and  in  cooseijuence  of  that^  was  the  Empe- 
ror's promise  founded.  Yet,  we  are  not  satisfied 
with  that;  persisting,  in  the  face  of  the  most  pos- 
itive and  conclusive  testimony  to  the  contrary,  to 
affect  to  believe  that  he  has  performed  his  proni- 
ise,  we  are  going  beyond  our.  contract ;  and,  leat 
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ffome  docilKs  should  urike  of  the  Ehnperor's  want  of 
failh,  leftt  oar  coorts  thoafd  decide,  as  they  must 
deeide,  that  the  deerees  being  still  in  force,  the 
act  of  the  first  of  May  is  a  mere  dead  letter,  we 
are  about  to  Totanfeer  our  services,  and,  by  the 
aectioa  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration,' to  re- 
TiTe  those  sections  of  the  old  non-jntercounselkw 
which  were  intended  in  a  certain  ereht  to  have 
been  revived  by  the  act  of  the  first  of  May;  to 
reviTe  them  against  Great  Britain,  and  that  with- 
out exaetfOff  any  conditions  ofi  the  part  of  France. 
And  must  tnis  sacrifice  be  made  in,  order  to4)ol8- 
ter  up  the  President's  proclamation  so  premature- 
ly Issued  ?  Mu:ft  the  best  interests. of  the  nation 
be  put  to  hazard  to  save  him  the  mortification  of 
acknowledgin|^  his  error  and  retracing  his  steps  1 
Here,  I  fear,  lies  the  true  motive  fbr  our  present 
procedure. 

This  restrictive  system  is  now  to  be  revived 
against  England,  the  French  decrees  being  in 
full  force  and  operation  against  us  at  the  same 
time.  Is  thi«  an  honest  neutrality  1  Is  it  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  those  two  nations  t  Is  it  not 
rewarding  the  perfidy  of  the  one  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  and  at  the  expedse  of  ourselves? 
Let  us  be  cautious  how  we  proceed  in  this  coiirse. 
If  Prance  cho^,  in  consequence  of  our  noh-inter- 
course  law  of  1809,  which  was  equal  in  its  opera- 
tion as  to  both  nations,  to  take  it  so  mocn  in 
dudgeon  as  to  confiscate  tl^e  who!^  of  the  Ameri- 
cas property  within  her  power,  even  that  which 
had  sought  the  rights  of  hospitality  in  her  port^, 
how  HMich  more  may  Great  Britain  feel  herself 
justified  in  retaltaiing  on  this  most  partial  aftd 
unjd*t  measure  which  we  are  About  to  adopt 
against  her,  by  confiscating  the  miHions  of  our 
property  now  within  her  power.  And  if  we  hare 
De^n  silent*  under  the  former,  and  have  apparently 
acquiesced  in  it,  i^hat  shall  we,  what  clan  we, 
say,  in  case  the  latter  event  should  tiike  place 7 
But,  ^ir,  the  apologists  of  France  tetl  us  that  Hl^ 
Majesty,  the  Emperor,  has  pledged  histoyal  wo^d 
that  the  decrees  shall  cease  t6<  operate  as  it  re* 
apects  us ;  and  that,  thoueh  he  has  thought  proper 
to  postpone  the  measure  from  the  first  of  Noyem^ 
ber  to  the  second  of  February,  he  has  only  done 
ao  in  order  to  ascertain  whethet  we  mean  to  ffo 
on  to  fulfil  our  engagements  with  good  faith ; 
that  he  is  only  hohfing  our  property  seized  since 
the  first  of  November  as  security  for  our  perform- ' 
ante ;  and  that,  when  he  finds  we  are  determined 
to  resist  the  illegal  orders  and  blockades  of  Great 
Britain,  he  will  give  op  the  property  of  our  elti-, 
zeUs.  How  insulting,  this,  to  American  feelings, 
to.be  told  that  a  total  violation  of  faith  on  the 
pan  of  this  man  is  excusable,  because  he  chooses 
to  suspect  our  faith.  But,  sir,  do  these  people 
really  belicTe  the  property  of  our  citizenv  will  be 
giren  up  af\er  the  second  of  l^ebruary.  and  in 
eoftsequence  of  the  measure  we  are  now  about  to 
adopt ^  When  did  that  voracious  monster  crer 
di^orge  the  plunder  be  had  once  receired  into 
hi*  insatiable  mawl  Of  the  millions  upon  mil^ 
lions  of  which  he  has,  at  different  times,  and 
under  tarious  pretexts,  plundered  our  uosuspeet' 
ing  citixens^  where  is  the  iostanae'  of  a  single 


dollar  letaming  to  its  rightful  owaerl  No,  sir, 
let  it  on<ee  ret  withia  hia  iron  grasp,  aad  it  is  Ion 
forever.  The  present  measure  is  evidently  'n- 
tended  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  to  coBeiiitte 
Napoieon^-— to  induce  him  to  become  oar  fmoi 
and  to  cease  lo  rob  and  plunder  our  de^celei 
citixens.  Is  it  calculated  to  product  this  cffedl 
Shortsighted,  as  we  confessedly  are,  sir,  I  shod^ 
suppose  we  can  scarcely  be  such  silly  politieiai 
aa  to  expec(  such  an  effect  from  such  a  vmxu. 
A  brief  view  of  the  course  which  has  bees  pt- 
su^,  and  is  pursuing,  by  the  Bmperor  of  Fnaa 
must  produce  a  conviction  in  every  uaprejuM 
mind,  that  he  is  not  to  be  diverted  from  ks  p 
pose  by  a  toy  Hka  this.  Sir,  it  must  be  erides 
to  ,every  mind,  that  his  ambition  soars  to  ooirerst 
conquest.  To  this  point  all  his  measarrs  icod- 
every  other  eonstderation  is  made  to  yield.  Fa 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  alnost  ererj 
nation  on  the, continent  of  Europe  has  bees  io- 
suited,  pUindered,  add  subdued.  To  thiseod  ibc 
external  dmimeree  of  the  Qontioeot  bat  ben 
annihilated,  the  agricultural  and  maaafieuvu^ 
interests-  have  been  4lcppeased,  and  milliou  of  ks 
own  Bubie«ts,«nd  those  of  nations  under  kiiii- 
fluaace,  impoverished  and  ruined.  Bot  tbere  a 
one  im ped iment  to  ^ ia  ^gantic  project.  BriaiL 
proud,  baughty  Britain,  stands  in  the  wt)r,iM 
pnu  ai  stop  to  his  career.  Isolated,  u  tbe  liijpiiily 
IS,  and  the  prpUd  mistceas  of  the  oeean,  sbe  fit- 
senta  an  impenetrable  banier  to  bis  affllatioi* 
views.  But  Britain  must  be  bumbled,  tlieiratt 
be  subdkied.  Her  power  on  tbe  oceai  nost  ^ 
destroyed ',  and,  to  effect  this,  she  most  be  attack' 
ed  through  her  edmmercu  and  manufactores.  For 
this  putpote^  what  be  la  pleased  to  caU  lus  g't'* 
coucineBfal  system  has  been  devised  aad  ngor" 
ously  enforced.  Finding  that  all  his  reitiicuoii 
and  coafiaca;iions,  aided  by  all  bis  civil  aad  bui* 
Urv  power,  could  not  pceveaitheinuadaeuoacC 
Braisb  mlirchandiae  updu  the  CeatiaeDt,  be  bn 
resorted  to  a  plan  which  promises  lo  be  noie 
effectual.  Regardleas  of  the  rtghu  aod  lattre^ 
of  his  subjects,  he  does  not  ioqusrt  wbo«  tM 
property  may  be 5  if  it  is  of  BritiBh  o'V JJ? 
committed  to  the  flames.  Such  is  bis  plaajw 
are  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  be  is  makisg  umb- 
sure  iu  aQeonapltahment.  And  vet,  ^^•^■**J' 
man,  it  Would  seem  as  if  we  had  ihecomma^ 
fotty  to  believe  that  we  can  appease  this  werciwi 
tyrant  by  ae  weak,  ao«illy,  so  fatile  a  «««*"* J* 
this  one  *ow  under  cottaideratioa.  W«  ••••^ 
have  the  madness  to  believe  that  this  ^^^^ 
the  immense  sacrifice*  be  has  made  ^«'  *r  ^ 
tainment  of  his  object,  would  yield  ^^^.f*^  „. 
our  favor,  and  tn  order  to  be  upon  frieodlf  t?'" 
with  US  would  forego  all  other  coasideiattoBi. 
And  from  what  premises  is  such  a  «»«7*|,.* 
drawn?  Is  it  from  bis  past  trealineDt  ol  w » 
Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  take ahrief  f^"^^]^ 
past  condQot  towards  us,  in  order  to  see  wnai  w 
may  expect  In  future.  It  is  some  years  sioccsj 
ordered  our  ships  and  cargoes  to  be  l>«™^j^ j^fVi 
the  ocean,  and  many  were  barat.  He  m^ 
various  times. aod  under  different  P'^«**?ff;!|v*I 
and  confiaotfted  the  property  of  our  cUiieoi  ^ 
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heooeaii«aDd  ia  bis  ports,  mud  io  the  ports  of 
Its  vassaU.  Na  longer  ago  than  last  j^prio^^  be 
old  us  that  we  werewitbout  just  political  vi'ewi, 
without  honor,  without  energy ;  and  that,  after 
efusiog  to  fight  for  honor,  we  might  find  it  pe- 
esaary  to  fight  for  interest.  This  inching  de- 
:laratioD,  which  was  dated  oo  the  14th  of  Febru- 
iry,  was  followed  on  ^he  23d  of  March  by  the 
itambouillet  decree,  which,  confiscated  all  Amer* 
CAD  ressels  and  cargoes  which  had  arrived  from 
he  20th  of  May,  1^09,  or  should  thereafter  arrtre 
Q  ady  port  of  FpaocA,  her  allies,  or  those  occu* 
>ied  by  her  arms.  Thus  was  from  'tweuty  to 
birty  millions  of  the  propertv  of  our  unsuspeet- 
Dg  and  confiding  citizens,  who  ba4  sought  the 
rights  of  hospitality  ia  his  ports,  sacrifio^  with- 
>ut  a  pretext,  or  with  a  pretext,  which  added  to 
he  ia^ry.  Findio|r)  after  tbisgrosH  violation  of 
ivetj  principle  which  ought  to  govern  honest 
md  honorable  nations,  that  our  merchants,  taught 
»y  sad  experience  that  thece  was  no  safety  within 
he  range  of  his  power,  would  venture  there  no 
nore,  he  fountl  it^neoessary  to  throi^  out  another 
ore  to  entice  the  unwary  within  bis  reaclb  His 
;oD€  is  now  sudden ^y  changed.  Instead,  of  the 
laughty  and  insulting  tyrant,  he  assumes  the 
(hape  of  a  (bad  aad  doating  lover.  "  His  Majesty 
ovcs  the  Americans.  Their  prosperity  and  their 
:oaimeree  are  within  the  scope  of  his  pioli^ty.  He 
s  pleased  in  aggtandiziog  the- United  Sftates." 
Tes,  truly,  His  Majeity  loves  the  Americans  1  If 
lot  for  our  persons^  yet  for , our  property,  he  has 
l^iven  the  most  ample  and  convincing  proofs  of 
M  love.  These  sugared  words,  displaying  ^o 
much  of  the  lailk  of  bumao  kindness,  seem  tt> 
^are  perfectly  reconciled  us  to  his  loving  JMajesiy, 
id4  to  have  quite  obliterated  the  remembrance  of 
^is  harsh  and  irekind  language  so  lately  4iaed 
towards  us.  And  not  only  so,  but  it  seems  to 
^ave  fully  compensated  us  for  all  his  robberies-; 
ind  we  forbear  to  touch  that  string,  lest  he  might 
>e  somewhat  ruffled^  and  once  more  induced  to 
rent  his  anger  oo  us.  But  lest  his  bane  profee- 
lions  of  love  should  not  have  the  desk.ed  effect  of 
nduetng  the  Americans  once  more  to  place  their 
property  within  his  power,  ho  directed  his  Min- 
ister to  declare  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  revoked,  and  should  cease  to  have  effect 
ftfter  the  firstof  November.  Our  Administration, 
confiding  in  his  assurances,  in  the  faee  of  all  his 
previous  conduct,  published  the  -proclamation  of 
the  second  of  November,  and  thereby  assisted  in 
deceiving  our  too  credulous  citizen^.  But  few, 
however,  ventured  to  place  trust  in  hin^;  and 
those  who  did  have  met  with  a  fate  which  every 
man  of  refieciion  ought  to  have  aniicfpated.  If, 
sir,  such  has  been  the  course,  of  that  man's  con- 
duct towards  us,  (and  that  it  has,  t  appeal  to  all 
the  documenta  which  have  been  laid  before  us,)  I 
would  ask  why  are  we  called  upon  to  pass  thd 
section  now  under  consideration  i  To  me,  it  is 
matter  of  mystery  and  astonishment. 

We  have  heretofore  affected  to  hold  out  a  rigid 
neutrality  towards  both  nation^.  The  law  of  the 
1st  May  last  had  that  appearance.  It  held  out  a 
promise  to  cACh,'  thai  if  she  would  cease  to  injure 


.us,  and  the  other  should  persevere,  we  would  put 
certain  sections  of  the  old  noo -intercourse  law 
into  operation  against  her.    Neither  have  ceased 
to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  and  yet  we  are 
about  to  act  as  if  France  had  indeed  done  all  that 
we  could  ask  of  her.    Not  satisfied  with  -doing  alb 
we  promised,  we  kte  goin^  on '  to  voiuoteer  our 
services  in  the  cause  of  France.    But,  sir,  if  it 
were  true  that  France  bad  acted  in  good  faitb- 
towards  us,  and  if  we  were  ii)  consequence  bounds 
to  take  restrictive  measures  against  Great  Brit-  . 
ain,  yet  would  not  the  present  measure  be  wise,, 
politic,  or  jusL  >  Sir,  what  is  it?    While  it  pro- 
fesses to  be  a  measure  solely  directed  against  Orcat . 
Britain,  its  operation  is  to  robourown  citizens  of 
perhaps  thirty  millions  of  their  property;  for,  in 
all  probability,  more  than  that  amount  will  be 
liable  ,to  forfeiture  if  this  bill  shpuld  be  carried 
rigidly  into  effect.    Can  it  be  possible,  then,  that 
from- any  implied  obligation,  thh  Committee  can 
K  conceive  themtelves  bound  to  plunder  and  to  ruin 
their  own  citizens?    I  trust  not,  sir.    After  the 
view  I  have  taken  of  the  objects  of  Bonaparte, 
and  which  I  solemnlybetieVe  to  be  correct,  can  ' 
we  for  a  moment  believe  that  our  present  meas** 
ures  cap  satisfy  him  ?    I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  any  honorable  member  of  this  Committee  can 
be  so  weak  as  to  believe  it.    Why,  then,  shall  we 
not  stop  ?    Confiding  in  his  promise  of  the  5th  of 
Augatt,  (a  promise  intended  only  to  deceive^)  the 
proclamation  has  been  issued,  declaring  the  Freneh 
deerees  are  revoked.    The  Emperor,  Delieviiig<lie  v 
has  got  us  in  his  toils,  has  the  effrontery  to  saf 
that  they  are  not  repealed,  but  that  he  will  sue* 
pend  them  until  he  sees  whether  we  will  perfornoi  ' 
our  promise  of  resisting  Britain,  and  will  hold  oar 
propiertyas  a  security  until  the  2d  of  Febroarf,' 
On  that  day^  or  at  some  future  time,  we  shall  be 
told  that  non*importation  is  too  weak  and  impo- 
tent a  aaeasure  of  resistence,and  that  open  and 
avowed  hosttlily  must  be  resorted  tb.    When  we 
shall 'have  complied  with  that,  we  shall  again  be 
told,  that  warfare  against  England,  to  be  effect- 
ual, must  be  directed  against  her  manufactures ; 
and  that  experiemse  has  convinced  him  that  this 
can  only  be  effectually  done  by  burning  them; 
and  we  sball'then  hare  advanced  too  far  to  recede. 
Thus,  sir,  we  shall  chain  ourselves  to  the  ear  of 
Napoleon^  and  become  his  abject  vassals;  and 
When  we  hafe  lost,  our  independence  and  oar  ' 
honor j  instead  of  restoring  his  plunder  to  its  right*  * 
ful  owners,  we  shall  then  be  told,  that,  as  we  are  - 
engaged  in  a  common  cause,  he  can  as  well  use  ' 
the  means  which  are  in  hia  hands,  as  we  could  do, 
and  we  shall  doub(leas  be  called  upon  for  new 
contributions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  fain  persuade  myself 
that  the  Committee  might  be  induced  to  pause 
and  to  reflect,  before  they,  proceed  in  this  ruiooua , 
and  destructive  measure.  Already  have  we  done 
much  to  distress  and  injure  our  merchants  and  • 
our  country — if  not  altogether  by  oommission,  in 
part  by  omission.  You  have  refused  to  renew  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^a  aaea- 
sure  called  for  by  the  best  interests  of  our  ceun* 
try.    In  this  refusal,  you  have  done- much  ^  de« 
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stroy  OUT  coiDRi^rciat  prosperiry.  If  you  pass  the 
present  measure,  I  fear  you  lay  the  axe  to  its  root, 
•and  insure  its  total  destruction.  But,  what  is 
infinitely  worse,  you  give  a  pledj^e  for  your  per- 
aewanee  in  the  riews  end  policy  of  the  great 
"^neroy  of  the  liberties  of  nxankind.  Not^atisfted 
Viih  the  rapid  progress  he  is  making  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  civilized  world,  we  are  officiously 
ienderingour  humble  servfces  to  him  in  thegoodly 
work,  and  exhibiting  the  amazing  spectacle  of  a 
free  and  independent  nation  sickening  in  the 
enjoyment  of  her  prosperity  and  happiness,  and 
making  them  a  voluntary  4ofienng  at  the  shrine 
of  Despotisin. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Momforo  to 
Mr.  Eppes's  amendment  wan  agreed  to,  sixty- 
three  rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pitkin «aid  there  was  another  ^lass  of  our 
citizens  who  would  be  materially  afiected  by  the 
law  of  May  last  going  ^nio  operation,  besides 
those  whom  this  law  proposed  to  relieve.  He 
meant  those  who  traded  to  the  Westlodief.  He 
took  a  view  of  the  derails  of  this  trade,  stated 
its  profitable  nature,  and  explained  its  operations, 
concluding  with  moving  an  amendment  going  to 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  law  ^uch  ves- 
sels as  had  left  ports  of  the  West  Iqdies  before 
information  had  arrived  there  of  the  refusal  of 
Great  Britain  to  revoke  her  Orders  in  CounciL 

Mr.  Haven  aupported  the  motion.  He  took  a 
yiaw  of  the  course  of  our  affairs  since  the  first  of 
May  last.  The  vessels  which,  had  sailed  from  the 
United  States  to  the  West  Indies,  and  not  yet  re- 
tiHFned,  had  violated  no  law  of  the  United  States, 
had  committed  &o  offence.  If  the  British  Or- 
ders had  been  revoked^  then  their  purpose  h^d 
been  meritorious,  and  the  proceeds  of  their  e.nter- 
prise  wodld  have  tended  to  replenish  the  Treas- 
ury i  but,  if  not,  because  they  had  relied  too  much 
on  the  disposition  of  Great  Britain  to  relax  her 
orders,  their  voyage  became -unlawful,  and  they 
were  subjected  to  the  severest  penalties.  The 
high  crime  of  violating  the  law  was  thus  made 
to  depend  upon  a  contingency  erer  which  they 
bad  no  control.  Under  these  circumstances.  Mr% 
H.  thought  that  justice  required  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Eppbs  agreed  with  the  two  gentlemen  who 
bad  preceded  biro;  as  to  the  relative  value  of  the 
West  India  trade,  but  could  not  agree  that  the 
traders  to  that  quarter  sheiild  stand  on  the  same 
footing,  as  to  notice,  as  those  to  the  Eiast  Indies. 
If  the  second  of  February  was  the  time  fiJted  for 
the  operation  of  the  law  as  to  European  ports,  it 
could  not  he  considered  as  injustice  to  apply  tne 
same  period  to  West  Indian  ports.  This  propo- 
sition, however,  went  to  eltend  the  period  of  iio- 
tiee  for  the  West  Indian*  ports  beyond  the  second 
of  February,  the  time  alloiVed  for  European  ports, 
and  would  be  an  essential  violation  of  the  com- 
pact with  France. 

Mr.  Pitkin  replied  at  length.  If  this  proposed 
i^menduieot  would  be  a  breach  of  the  compact 
with  France,  if  such  a  compact  exists,  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  was  equally  so.    The 


one  departure  from  the  precise  terms  of  itwtias 
m^ch  a  breach  of  the  compact  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Pitkin's  amendment  was  negatived— yeu 
42.  nays  59.      *-  ■ 

Mr.  Tallmaooe  moved  to  amend  the  ssetioa 
by  striking  out  th^  numbers  designating  the  mc- 
tioos  of  the  non  intercourse  law.  for  tbeporpoie 
of  inserting  the  sections  themselves,  in  the  same 
words  in  which  they  stand  ra  the  former  law. 
,  Mr.  Eppia  opposed  the  motion  on  the  groaid 
of  the  loss  of  time  whicli  it  would  occasion,  aed 
the' necessity  there  was  for  an  early  passapdf 
the  law.     '    . 

Mr.  Tallmadob  replied  that  every  law  wbieh 
wITs  passed  should  be  made  clear  and  iatdligible, 
whatever  time  it  would  take  to  make  it  so.  His 
motion  was  lost-^yeas  43,  nays  53. 

Mr.  VAi|r  Horn  moved  to  substitute  the  woris 
**  cleared  out  for  the  word  "  departed"  from  ike 
ports  of  Great  Britain  before  the  second  of  Pe^ 
ruary.    Motion  lost— yeas  46,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  moved  to  strike  o«t 
all  the  section  after  the  enacting  clause,  cooceii- 
ing  the  whole  bill  .and  amendments  to  iarolrei 
breach  of  our  compact  with  France.  Motici 
lost — yeas  32. » 

Mr.  R.  then  rnoved^  to  amend  theameedmeDt 
proposed  hy  striking  out,  Ptom  the  clause  exempt- 
ing certain  vesselx  from  seizutTj  the  words  ''de- 
parting  from  kiy  British  port  prior  to  the  seeosd 
of  February,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  wordi, 
^^frorn  any  port  of  the  United  States  prior  (o  the 
teiith  day  of  November  last.**  The  moUes  wis 
lost  without  a  division.  • 

Mr.  MitNOR  moved  an  amendment,  goiag  to 
give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  power  to 
remit  the  penalties  which  may  be  iacorred  ia 
certain  cases  under  this  law."  The  motioa  was 
lost — yeas  3d. 

Mr.  BiOBLOW  said  he  ^ould  not  doubt  the  dl^ 
position  of  gentlemen  to  relieve  Ameikwff^ 
erty  as  far  as  they  could  from  penalties,  ft^, 
and,  therefore,  moved  to  ^mend  theiectioaby 
inserting  after  the  exemption  of  vessels  leaiiof 
Great  Britain  prior  to  the  second  cf  Febnitff, 
the' words,  "or  frdm  an  Amerrfcan  port,  jw 
to  the  tenth  day  of  Novetober,  1810."  Mouoft 
lost — yeas  32.  . 

In  the  intervals  bet  weefrihese  motions, repcaWl 
motions  were  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  hot 
without  effect. 

The  Committee  at  length  arose,  about  half-pj* 
five,  reported  the  bill,  and  the  House  adjoaiaw- 


^         MoaiDAY.  February  2S. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  presented  a  petition  of  theitoek- 
holders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  5ifBW 
by  D.  Lenox,  their  President,  praying  a  coaun- 
uance  of  their  corporate  powers,  for  a  ^^^^^'^e 
riod,  to  enable  them  to  adjust  and  settle  we^^ 
their  concerns  as  mavhi  d(pn#ndinir  00  tbelO>r(| 
day  ( 
to  a  select  committee.  .,     ^ 

Mr.  P.  B.  Poster,  Mr.  Eppbs.  Mr.  Maco*' 
Mr.  Davbhfoitt,  Mr.  Wilioii,  air.  Shaw,  Mr. 


ir  concerns  as  may  b^  depending  oo  ^.'*J2 
r  of  March  next ;  which  was  read,  and  referrea 
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WsiTBHrLL)  Mf .  Dbbha,  and  Mr.  RinoqoiLD,  were 
appointed  the  commitiee. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  bilt  from  the 
Soiial«,  entitled  ''An  act  making  further  proTi- 
sions  for  the  disposal  of  the  sections  of  land  here- 
tofore reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  Con- 
gr««s,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same, 
^ith  aiseBdments,  which  were  read,  and,  together 
^ith  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  coidmiltec,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  revision  of  former  confirma- 
tioaa,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
io  the  district  of'  Kaskaskia ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  ,a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  i»  eommiued  the  report  uf  the 
saoae  commiltee,  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  on  a -re- 
port of  the  land  eonamissioners  for  the  district  of 
Kaskai^kih. 

Mr.  P.  B.  P09TCR  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  western  parts  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  praying  that  a  road  tnay  be  laid  out  and 
opened,  from  ja  point  at  or  near  the  head  of  Mad 
river,  io  Cbampaigne  county,  to  the  bead  of  the 
Davigmtion  of  Sandbskv  rivers— Referred .  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  laying  out  of  a  public  road  from  the  line  es- 
uWished  by  the  treaty  of  GkeenviUe  to  the  North 
Ben^,  ia  tbe  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Barsbtt;  from  the  committee  appointed, 
CD  the  eighteenth  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  ex^ 
peft^itareof  moneys  appropriated  for  the  Navy 
Department  since  tbe  year  1803,  aad  Into  the 
maaafement  of  the  several  Navy  Yards,  bid  be- 
fore tbe  House  sundry  documents. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  BAasarr,  the  eomnitttee  last 
meotioBcd  were  discharged  from  the  Airther  con- 
tideralion  of  the  subject  referred  to  thenh 

Mr»  FicKMAif  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  Morocco  leather,  in  the  town  of 
Lyon,  praying  that  addiiiticmal  daties  may  be 
impoaed  upon  the  importation  from  foreign  coon- 
trks  of  Morocco  leather. 

Mr.  Cbcvss  presented  a  petition  of  Stephen 
Laeoate,  as  ag;ent  of  Joseph  A  Vila,  a  Spanish  sub- 
ject, ttie  owner  of  tbe  schooner  Juana,  and  as 
agent  foe  a  number  of  French'  passengers,  owners 
of  tbe  cargb  of  the  said  schooner  stating  that  the 
smU  passengers  were  compelled  by  the  Spaniards 
to  leave  the  Island  of  St.  Domingp,  and  that  upon 
their  arrival  with  their  negro  slaves  in  Charles- 
too.  the  said  vessel  and  cargo  were  seized  for  a 
violation  of  an  act  prohibiting  the  importatioa  of 
slaves  into  the  United  States  and  their  Territories, 
and  praying  relief. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mk  Chevbs,  from,  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty  first  instant,  the  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Macnamara,  reported  an 
amendmeat  thereto;  which  was  read, amended, 
ai>d  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  re-engrossed,  as 
amended,  and  read  a  third  time  today. 

Mr.  Cai VIS  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
froA  Themas  Parker,  District  Attorney  for  tbe 


district  of  South  Carolina,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  ineffieacy  of  certain  provisions  \h  the  act  of 
the  second  of  March.  1807.  prohibit|.ng  tbe  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  United  Slates  and  their 
Territonesj  and  su^^gesting  such  amendments  as 
in  his  opinion  will  remedy  the  defect;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
<ufaetures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  theSecretary'of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  the  annual  statement  of  the  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  two. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

T^e  House  resumed  the  consider:uioti  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last,  to  wit :  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  .United  States  and  Ghreat  Britain  and  France, 
aod  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," 
and  theamendments  imported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whol^  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  are  as  foIlo#s: 

*'  8sc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case 
(xreat  Britam  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  declare  the  feet  by  proclamation  ;  and  such  pro- 
clamation shall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  no  other 
evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  soch  revocation  or  modi-  . 
fication  in  any  suit  or  prosecution  which  mSy  be  in- 
siitoted  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  to  whicAi  ' 
this  act  is  a  sapptemenl.  And  the  restrictions  imposed, 
or  which  may  be  imposed  by  vistoe  of  the  said  act, 
shall^  from  the  date  of  such  proiciamatioD,  cease  and 
.be  discontinned. 

«  Sis.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  until  the 
proclamation  aforesaid  shall  have  been  issued,  the  sev- 
eml  provisbns  of  the  third,  fourth,  fiflh,  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  *Anac^  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  Unfited  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
shall  have  full  force,  and  6e  immediately  carried  Into  • 
eilect  against  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  and  depen-  ^ 

dendes :  Prmded,  however ,  That  any  vessel  or  mer- 
chandise which  may  in  pursuance  thereof  be  seised, 
prior  to  the  fact  being  ascertained,  whether  Gfsat  Brit- 
ain shall,  ofi  or  before  the  second  day  of  February, 
1811,  have  revoked  or  ibodifled  her  edicts  ia  the  jnan- 
ner  abovementioned,  shall  nevertheless  bis  restored  on 
appticatiifn  of  the  parties,  on  their  giving  bond'with 
spprovedsuretiestothe  United  States,  in. a  sum  equal  to 
the  value  thereof;  and  any  such  bond  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  satisfied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before 
the  second  day  of  February,  1811,  have  revoked  or 
modified  her  edicts  in  the  manner  abovementioned. 

«  Prnidedt  aUoy  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  s£bct  the  caigoes  of  ships  or  vessels, 
wholly  owned  by  a  dtisen  or  citizens  of  the'  United 
States,  which  had  cleared  out  for  the  Cape  of  Good  ^ 

Hope,  or  for  any  port  beyond  the  same,  prior  to  the 
tenth  day  of  November,  1810." 

The  first  amendment  made  by  the  Committee 
being  under  eoQsideratiOQ^      ,  . 
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,  Mr.  Rhba  of  Tennessee,  opposed  it,  because  it 
contained  no  limitation  of  time  within  which  this 
power  might  be  exercised  by  the  President ;  be- 
cause it  was  a  delegation  of  too  much  power  to 
the  President ;  and  because  the  proi[ision  it  con- 
tained must  remain  in  force  forever,  unless^  re- 
pealed by  law;  although  Great  Britaih  should 
not  (as  he  thought  it  probable  she  would  not)  re- 
ypke  her  edicts. 

Mr.  QuiNOT. — Mr.  Speaker :  The  am«n4ments, 
contained  in-  ihe  sections  under  consideration^ 
contemplate  the  contin.uance  and  enforcement  of 
the  non-intercourse  law.  This  proposition  pre- 
sents a  great,  an  elevated,  and  essential  topic  of 
discussion,  due  to  the  occasion  and  ela^n^ied  by 
this  people,  which  comprehends  within  the^here 
and  analogies  of  just  argument  the  chief  of  those 
questions,  the  decision  of  which,  at  this  day,  in- 
volves the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  honor  of  this 
nation.  Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  show,  that, 
if  the  system  of ,  non-intercourse  exist,-  it  ought 
not  to  be  continued;  or,  that  if  it  do  not  exist  it 
ought  not  to  be  revived ;  whatetfer  has  a  tendency 
to  prove,  that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  per- 
sist in  it,  nor  under  any  obligation  to  abandon  it^ 
is  now  within  the  fair  range  of  debate. 

After  ion^  delay,  and  much  coy  demeanor,  the 
Administration  of  thFs  country  have  condescended 
to  develope  their  pqlicy.  Though  they  have 
not  spoken  to  our  mortal  ears,  with  their  fleshly 
tongues,  yet  they  have  whispered  their  purpdses 
through  the  constituted  organs  of  this  House. 
And  these  are  the  features  of  the  policy  which 
they  jrecommeod.  It  is  proposed  Co  ^nt  pattic* 
ular  and  individoai  relief  from  anticipated  op- 
pressions of  the  commercial  vestridtive  system. 
It  Is.  proposed  to  perpetuata  that  systeoi,  indeft- 
.  nitely,  and  leave  our  citizens,  still  lonjg^er,  subject 
to  its  embarrassments,  its  uiicertainty  and  its  ter- 
rors. The  chairman  of  our^Oommittee  of  For-; 
eign  Rt?lations,  {Mr.  Eppes,)  at  ihe  time  he  in- 
troduced these  amendments  to  the  House,  exhibit- 
ed the  true  character  of  this  policy,  when  he  told 
us,  that  i|  was  '^  modelled  upon  the  principle  not  to 
turn  over  to  the  Judiciary  the  decision  of  the  exr 
istence  of  the  non-intercourse  (aw.  but  to  make 
it  the  subjecft  of  Legislative  declaration."  In 
other  words,  it  is  found  that  the  majority  of  this 
Jlouse  .  l^ave  too  much  policy  to  deny  and  too 
much  principle^to  assert,  that  ^he  fact,  on  which, 
and  on  which  alone,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  to  is^ue  his  proclamation 
of  the  second  of  November^last,  has  occnrrvft.  A 
scheme  has^  therefore,  been  ^evised^  by  which, 
without  any  embarrassment  on-  thi6  intricate 
point,  the  continuance  and  enforceipent  of  non- 
intercourse  may  be  insured,  and  toils^  acceptable 
to  France,  woven  by  the  hands  of  our  own  Ad- 
ministration, spread  over  almost  the  only  remain- 
ing aveni^e  of  our  commercial  hope. 

The  proposition,  Contained  in  these  amend- 
ments, has. relation  to  the  most  mofnentous  and 
most  elevated  of  our  Legislative  obligations.  We 
are  not,  noWj  about  to  discuss  the  policy  by  which 
a  princely  pirate  may  be  persuaded  to  relinquish 
his  plunder;  nor  yet  the  eypvctation  cnieruitt«d 


of  relaxation,  in  her  belligerent  sysiem,of  i  htofli- 
ty  and  perhaps  jealous  rival ;  nor  yet  the  faitk 
which  we  owe  to  a  treacherous  tyrant;  nor  ^et 
the  fond,  but  frail  hope^  of  favors  from  i  BHtisli 
re^^ency.  melting  into  our  arms,  in  the  honey- 
moon of  power.  The  obligations  which  cUin 
our  observance  are  of  a  nature  much  more  tender 
and  imperious;  the  obligations,  which, as  Repre 
sentattTes,  we  owe  to  our  constituents;  thcalle- 
giatfce  by  which  we  are  bound,  to  the  Amerieid 
people,;  the  obedience,  which*  is  due  to  that  sol- 
emn faith,  by  which  we  ai-e  pledged  to  protect 
their  peace,  i heir  prosperity,  and  their  honor.  All 
these  high  considerations  are  materially  coaaeeted 
with  this  policy. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  dilate 
on 'the  ge^neral  nature  and  effects  of  this  commer- 
cial restrfctire  system.  It  is  no  longer  a  matter 
of  speculation.  We  hav^  .no  need  to  resort  for 
illustration  of  its  nature  to  the  twilight  lustre  of 
history,  nor  yet  to' the  Yibratfo^  brightness  of  ho- 
man  intellect.  We  have  experience  of  its  effccti 
They  are  aoove^  around,  and  beneath  us.  Tlitf 
paralyze  the  etjlerprise  of  your  cities.  They  sickea 
the  industry  of  yowr  ^elda;  They  deprive- the 
laborer  ana  the  meehanio  of  his  employneit. 
They  subtract  from  the  husbandman  and  planter 
the  just  reward  for  that  product,  which  be  kas 
moiateoed  wiih  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  They  ennh 
individuals,  in  the  ruins  of  their  most  flattcrnff 
hopes,  and  shake  the  deep  rtyot^  fabric  of  geooal 
prosperity.  ' 

It  will,  however,  be  necatsary  to  say  a  wofd  m 
the  ffeoerai  nature  of  this  system.  Not  soaseh 
for  the  purposei  of  elucidating,  as  to  clear  fhe^j 
aad  give  distinctness  to  the  course  of  my  v%tr 
rdent.  It  wHl  also  he  useful  to  deprivethe  adfo^ 
cates  of  this  systenoi  of  those  colors  and  popolar 
lUres,  to  which  they  resort,  oOa  fubject  ifl  w 
way  connected  with  the  objects  with  whieh  tbey 
associate  It; ,  .  • 

My  argument'  proceeds  upon  the  assomptioa  of 
theirrjelevaocy  of  four  topios,  usually  addactdio 
support  of  the  system  conmined  ia  the  l*^  5 
May,  1810,  and  of  March,  1800;  commonly  ttUid 
the' non-intercourse  system.  I  talce  forgrafwd, 
that  it  is  not  adTaniageous ;  in  other  words,  that 
it  is  injurious ;  that  it  is  no<  flscalf  in  its  oatare; 
nor  protective  of  manufacti»res ;  nor  cMapetest 
to  coerce  either  belligerea^^  That  it  i<  iojonow 
is  certain,  not  only  hecause  It  is  deprecajed  IJf 
that  part  of  the  community,  which  it  direcilf 
affects,  but  becauseno  man  advocates  it  as  a  pe^ 
mane»t  systeifn,  and  every  one  declares  his  desire 
to  be  rid  of  It.  Fiscal  it  eannot  be,  because  it 
prohibits  commerce,  and  consequently  revcnoe; 
and  by  the  high  price  and  great  demand  for  for- 
eign articles,  Whichit  produces,  encourageasmag" 
gling.  Protective  of  ipanofactures  it  oaaoot  be } 
because  it  is  indiscriminate  in  its  provisions  aoo 
uncertain  in  its  duration;  and  this  noceiiwoty 
depends,  not  on  our  Legislative  discretion,  W<* 
the  caprice  of  foreign  Powers ;  our  5"*?*?[^ 
rivals.  No  commercial  system,  which  is  it<«»" 
criminate  in  its  restrictions,  can  be  !?•"•'•"/ JJ2 
toctire  to  manufactarea.    It  may  giw  «  "'^ 
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viTsmtf  to  a  few  particulMr  niiinoraetUfet.    Bot 
in  aU  eoaatries,  some,  tbd  io  this  almosi  all  ma- 
oofaetures  depend,  either  for  instroroeiit«,  or  sub* 
jectt,  00  foreigo  supply.    Bot,  if  this  were  doi 
thocase,  a  iivstem,  wtlose'ContiDuaoc^  depended 
opera  the  will  or  the  e?er  vartaot  policy  of  foreign 
nations,  can  Deter  offer  saeh.  an  indoeeqaent  lo 
th*  eaptlalist,  as'will  ^neourage  him'to  make  ex« 
teittif  e  in? estments,  in  establishments  resjttag  on 
such  precarious  fouo4atioiis.    As  to  the  intompe- 
teD«]r  of  this  system  to  coerce  either  belli^rent, 
I  take  tbat  for  granted,  becafose  no  man,  as  far  aa 
I  recollect,  efer  preten^edhtC ;  at  least  no  man  erer 
did  show,  by  any  Unalysis,  or  detailed  examina- 
tion of  its  relative  effects  on  us,' anil  either  belli" 
gertnt,that  it  would  necettarily  coerce jtither,  out 
of  that  policy  which  it  was  proposed  to  oounter*^ 
act.  Embargo  had  its  friends.    There  were  those 
wIm  had  a  cenfidepce  io  Its  aoceeas.    But  who 
was  erer  the  friend  of  oon-interecvurse?    Who 
ever  preteaded  to  ^liere  ta  its  efficacy  1    The 
embargo  had  a  kno^n  origin,  and  the  features  of 
ltd  character  were  diatioet     Qut  ^  where,  and 
what  was  this  execrable  shape—if  shape  ir  laay 
be  called,  wkich  shape Jiks  none?"  l¥e  all  kaow 
thai  the  aonHntcicoorse  was  not  tKe  product  of 
any  pro«peotire  itotellig eaee.    Iiwaathf  rtsoU  of 
Iht  casual  concurrence  of  chaotic  opiliion&    It 
waa  agreed  upon,  becasse  the  majority  eoald 
agree  upon  nothing  else.  They,' who  introduoed 
it^ abjured  it.    They  who  adroeiled  it,  did  not 
wishj  and  scarcely  kofew  tfs  use.    And  now  ibat 
it '%%  said  to  be  extended  oner  as,  no  wan,  i«  this 
nalioo,  who  values  bis  repulatioo,  will  take  his 
bible  oatb  that  it  is  ta  effiwtaal  aad  legal  obera* 
tioD.    There  is  an  old  riddle  oa  a  coffin,  wbieh  I 
preaome,we  all  learit  when  we  were  boys,  tbat 
18  as  perfect  a  representatioti  of  the  origin,  pro- 
ffreas,aud  present  state  jof  thia  thing,  ealledooa^ 
rotaeaoume,  as  is-  |KMsible  to  be  conceived^ 
*  There  Ws  a  mail)  bespoke  a  thiagv 
'^'ViYMi  when  the  maker  home  did  briogv 
«' That  same  maker  did  teftwe  it, 
«*  The  man  ihai  spoke  Ibr  il  did  not  ase  It, 
^  And  he  whe  had  it  did  not  kaow 
••  Whatber  be  had  it  ^^yea,  or  no^" 
True  it  is,  that  if  this  non-intercourse  ^hall 
erer  be,  in  reality,  extended   oVer  us,  the  aimilt-. 
tude  will  fail,  io  a  material  point.  The  peorten* 
anA  of  the  coffin  is  ignorant  of  his  atate.    But  the 
poor  people  of  the  United  Sutes  will. be^  literal- 
IVy  buried  alire  in  noa-interepurse ;  and  realize 
thegrare  closing  on  themseWes  and  ibeir  hopes 
with  a  full  and  cruel  eonscioosn^a  of  all  the- hor- 
rors of  their  conditioi|. 

For  these  reasons,  I  put  all  such  comoion-ptfce 
topios  oat  of  the  field  of  debate.  This,  iben,  is 
the  state  of  «iy  argument ;  that  i^s  this  aon-inter- 
course  system  is  aol  fisoal^  nor  protectiVe  of  man- 
ufaotures,  nor  eom patent  to  coerce,  aad  is  injur 
rions,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned^  unless  we  are 
bound  to  persist  \n  it,. by  imperious  obligatipns. 
My  object  will  be  to  show  that  no  such  o^iga- 
tions  exist ;  that  the  present  is  a  favorable  oppor- 
tuoiiY*  not  to  be  sujQ&red  to  escape,  totally  to  re- 
lia^iab  it  \  that  i^  is  tioM  to  manage  our  own 


commercial  cooceras,  according  to  our  own  in- 
terest ;  and  no  longer  put  them  into  the  keeping 
of  those  who. hate  or  thpie  who  enrv  their  pros- 
perity ;  that  we  are  the  constituted  shepherds, 
and  ought  no  more  to  transfer  our  custody  to  the 
wolves.  . 

It  is  agreed,  oaall  sides,  that  it  is  desirable  to 
abandon  this  commercial  restrictive  system.  But 
the  acfvocates  of  the,medsure,  now  proposed,  My 
that  we  cannot  abandon  it,  because  pur  faith  is 
plighted.  Yes^  sir,  our  faith  is  plighted ;  and  that, 
too,  to  that  scrupulous  gentleman.  Napoleon;  a 

?:enileE|ian  so  distinguished  for  his  own  regard  of 
aith^  for  hia  kindness  and  mercies  towards  us; 
for  angelic  whiteness  of  moral,  character;  for 
overweening  afiection  for  the  American  people 
and  their  prosperity.  Truly,  sir,  it  is  not  to  be 
questioned,  but  that  our  faith  should  be  a  perfect 
work  towards  this  paragon  of  purity.  Oa  account 
of  our  faith,  plighted  to.  him,  it  is  proposed  to 
continue  this  non-intercourse. 

Bot,' Mr.  Speaker,  we  may  be  allowed,  I  pre- 
sume, to  inquire  whether  any  such/aith  be  plight- 
ed. I  trust,  we  are  yet  fceemen.  We  are  npt  yet 
«o  far  sunk  in  servility,  that  we  ^re  forbidden  to 
examine  into  the  grounds  of  our  national  obliga- 
tions«.  Under  a  belief  that  this  is  permiited,  i 
shall  enter,  upon  the  task,  and  inquii^e  whenoe 
they  arise  and  whi^t  is  their  nature. 

Whence  they  arise  ts  agreed.  Our  obligations 
result,  if  any  e^ist,undertheactof  May  the  first, 
1810,  called  ^^  An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  ano  Great 
Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes."  It  remains,  therefora^  to  in* 
quire, into  the  character  of  this  act,  and  the  obli* 
gallons  arising  under  its  provisions.' 

Before,  however,  I  proceed,  I  would  premise, 
that  whether  I  shall  obtain,.  1  am. doubtful,  but  I 
am  sure  that  the  nature  of  my>argument<deserves, 
the  favor  and  prepossession  for  its  success,  of 
evfry  member  in  the  Hoase.  My  object  is  to 
show,  that  the  obliga,lion  which  we  owe  to  the 
people  of  the  United'  States,'  is  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted commerce.  The  object  of  those  who 
advocate  thai^e  measures  is  to  show.that  the  obli- 
gation we  owe  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  is  a  com- 
merce restricted  and  enslaved.  Now,  as  mnoh  as 
our  all^eiaoce  iadue  more  to  the  people  ofihe 
United  States,  than  it  i$  to  Napoleon  Booap^irte, 
jost  so  much  ought  my  argument  to  be  received 
by  itie.  Americaa  Congress,  with  tpore  favor  and 
prepossession  than  the  argument  of  those  who 
advocate  these  meas^rea*  It  is  my  intention  to 
make  my  course' of  reasoning  as  precise  and  dis- 
tinct as  possible.  Because  I  invite  scrutiny.  I 
contend  for  my  country  according  to>  my  con- 
scientious conoeptioos  of  itr  best  interests.  If 
there  b^  fallacy  detect  it.  •  My  invitation  is  given 
to  generous  dupatants.  As  to  your  stump  ora- 
tors, who  Otter  low  infective  and  mistake  it  for 
wit,  and  eross  personality,  and  pasa  it  off  for 
.argument,  I  descend  not  to  their  level;  nor  recog- 
nise theic  power  to  injure ;  nor  even  to  offend* 

Whatever  obligations  are  incumbent  upon  this 
^nation;  in  (;onsequen^e  of  the  act  of  the  first  of 
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May.  IStO,  they  resoh  from  the  followio;  se^- 
tioD:  ^*And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case 
^  either  Great  Britain  or  Franee  Khali,  before  the 

*  third  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
'  edicts  as  that  they  shall  ceifse  to  violate  the  neu- 
'  tral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  fact 
'  the  President  of  the  Unjted  States  shall  declare 
'  by  proclamation,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not 
'  within  three  months  thereafter,  so  'revoke  or 

<  modify  her  edicts,  in  like  manner,  then^  the  third, 

*  fourth  fifth,  sixths  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth. 

*  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  *An 
'  act  to  iDterdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 

<  tween  the  United  States  and  Great,  Britain  and 
'  France,  and  their  dependencies^  and  for  other 
'  purposes,'  i>hal],  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
'  three  months,  from  the  date  of  the  proclamatidn 
'  aforesaid,  be  revived  and  have  full  force  and 

*  effect,  80  far  as  relates  to  thedominions,  eoloAies, 
'  and  dependencies  of  the  nntion  thtts  rd*using  or 
'  neglectinj;  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in 
'  manner  aforesaid.    And  the  restrictions  imposed 

*  by  ibis  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclfi- 
'  mation^  cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to 

<  the  nation  revoking  or  modifyipg  herdeccees.in 
'  the  manner  aforesaid." 

Divested  of  technical  expression,  ihH  is  |he 
abstract  form  of  this  section.  It  provides  that  a 
new  commercial  condition  shall  result,  on  the 
occurrence  of  a  specified  fact^  which  fact  the 
President  shall  declare.  On  this  state  of  the  sub- 
ject I  observe  Ihat  nothing  in  the  act,  indhsates 
whether  the  object  of  the  United  States,  in  ni^- 
Tiding  for  this  eventual  commercial  condition, 
was  its  own  benefit,  convenience,  ot  pleasure  |  or 
whether  it  waa  i^n'the  nature  of  a  profier  to  for-, 
eiffn  nations.  It  wiH,  however,  be  agreed  on  all' 
sides,  that  the  object  was  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  If  th^  object  were  our  own  benefit,  con- 
venience, or  pl^snre,  it'*will  not  be  pretended 
that  we  are  under  any  obligation  to  continue  the 
system.  For  that  which  was  adopted,  solely  for 
either  of  these  ends,  may.  whenever  our  riews 
concerning  them  vary,  be  abandoned ;  it  being 
the  concern  of  bo  other^  But  it  is  said  that  the 
act  waa^  in  truth,  a  profiler  to  the  two  belliger- 
ents, 01  commerce  to  the  obsequious  nation, 
prohibition  of  commerce  to  the  contumacious 
nation.  If  this  w#re  the  case,  I  shall  agree,  for 
the  sake  of  arg^lment,  that  it  ought  to  be  fulfilled 
to  the  full  extent  of  tfie  terms.  But  inasmuch  ns 
there  is,  in  the  terms  of  the  act,  no  indication  of 
such  a  proffer,'  it  follows  that  its  nature  must 
arise  from  the  cfh-cumstancet  of  the  .case;  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  obligation,  whatever  It  is, 
grows  out  of  an  bonorabltt  understandibflr,  aqd 
not  hi  tig  else.  As  such,  i  admit,  It  should  be 
honorabljr  fulfilled.  The  nature  of  this  proffer 
is  that  of  a  proposiii6n  upon  terAs.  *  Now  what 
I  say,  is,  and  it  is  the  foundation  of  my  argument, 
that  whoever  claims  an  honorable  compliance 
with  such  a  propasiCion,  must  b^  able  to  show,  on 
his  part,  an  honorable  acceptance  and  fulfilment 
of  the  terms.  The  terms  our  act  proposed  were^- 
an  act  to  be  done ;  an  effect  to  be  produced.  The 
act  to  be  done'waa,  the  revocation  or  modifien- 


tion  of  the  edicts.  The  effret  t#  be  prodaced  wu 
thatthis  revocation  or  modification  should  betueli 
ns  that  these  edicts  should  ^'  cease  to  violate  oir 
Deutral>  commerce."  Now  the  questions  which 
result  are,  has  the  act  been  done  1  If  done,  bu 
it  been  so  done  as  to  amount  to  an  honorable  fal* 
filinent  or  acceptance  of  our  terms!  The  ti* 
amination  of  these  two  paints  will  explaiaUt 
real  situation  of. these  United  States,  aad  the' 
actual  Slate  of  their  obligations. 

In  considering^  the  question  whether  the  fact  of 
revocation,  or  modification,,  has  occurred,  it  b 
unfprtanate  that  it  does  involve,  at  least  ia  popo* 
lar  estimation,  the  jiroprieiy  of  the  proelamaiioo, 
issued  on  the  second  of  November  last,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  rM^ret,  ii 
much  as  any  one,  that  such  is  the  state  of  thiagi^ 
that  the  question,  ivhether  a  foreign  despot  hu 
done  a  pArtfeular  act,  seema  necessarily  to  bs 
connected  with  the  question,  concern iog  the  pro* 
dence  and  perspicacity  with  which  our  owa 
Qhief  Magistrate  has  done  another  act*  I  say  ia 
popular  estimation  these  cobiecto  seem  so  eoe- 
neoted.  I  do  not  think  that  lathe  estimatioo  of 
wise  and  reflectinfl:  nen,  they  are  necessarily 
thus  connected.  For  the  fact  might  not  hats 
occurred  precisely  in  the  form  contemplated  by 
the  act  of  May,  1810,  aad  yet  the  Presideat  of 
the  United  States  in  ivsniog  his  proclamfiioa 
mirht  be  either  justi^ble' or  excusable,  it  oiifht 
be  lustifiable.  A  power  intrusted  to  a  politiciaA 
to  be  Bsed  od  the  occHrreaceof  a  pariicuUr  ercBt, 
for  the  pCirnose  of  obtaining  a  particttlaEr  end,  he 
mar  sonBettmes  be  jastlftable  in  using,  in  a  cm 
which  inay  not  be  precisely  that  originally  eot- 
tern  plated.  .  It  may^be  «ffeotuaUy  though  ast 
formally,  the  saaae*  It  may  be  equally  effieieat 
in  attaining  the  end.  In  aueb  a  ease  a  politieiu 
nere?  will,  and  perhaps  ou^ht  not  to  bestUHeat 
ukihg  the  ceaponaibility,  wbicb.arises  firom  doiif 
the  act  in  a  ease  not  coming  within  the  verhtl 
scope  of  bia  atithority.  Thus,  in  the  preseat  ia- 
stance.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
might  have  deemed  the  t^rm*,  i&  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Cadore,  auoh  as  garve  a  reasooable 
expectation  of  acceptance  oa  the  pertofOrwt 
Britain*  He  has  uxen  the  responsibility.  He 
has  been  deceived.  Neither  Great  Briuin  ac- 
cepts the  terms,  nor  Franee  performs  her  eogagf 
ments.  The  proclamatioa  might  thus  have  beta 
wise,  though  unfortunate  in  its  result.  And  at 
to  excuse,  will  it  be  said,  that  there  is  nothiog  of 
the  sort  in  this  case?  Why,  sir,  ouf  Admioistw* 
tton  saw  the  Great  Nappleon,  according  to  hM 
own  confession,  over  head  and  ears  in  lave  with 
the  American  people.  At  sdch  a  sight  as  this, 
was  it  to  be  expected  of  fiesh  and  blood,  that  they 
should  hastate  to .  plunge  ;n to  a  sea  of  blitf,aad 
indulge  in  joy  with  aaci  an  atnorous*  Cypriaa  t 
But,  whether  the  fact  has  bccarred,  on  whict 
alone  this  proclamation  could  have  legally  issued, 
is  a  material  inquiry  and  cannot  he  evaded,  let  it 
reach  where  or  whom  it  will-.  For  with  thit» 
connected  the  essential  condition  of  thi»cotintry; 
on  this  depends  the  nuhiplied  rights  of  our  <a- 
low-eitisens,  whoae  property  has  been  or  iMf  ^ 
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'seised  or  cphfiseaied  under  this  taw:  a»d  hence 
resalt  oar  obHgatioDs,  if  anjr,  as  is  pretended, 
ezi»t.  It  is  important  here  to  observe,  that,  ac* 
eordin^  to  the  rerms  ofthe  aet  of  May  1,  1810. 
the  tow  of  Mnrch  1,  1800,  retiTes  on  the  occur- 
rence ofthe  faet  reooired,  and  not  on  the  procia* 
mation  issued.  If  the  faet  had  nol  occurred^  the 
proclamaiion  is  a  dead  letter,  and  no  suhae^oent 
performance  ofthe  required  fact,  bir  either  bel- 
ligerent, can  retroact  so  as  to  glie  validity  to  the 
preyious  proclaraationt  •  The  course  required  by. 
the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  unquestionably 
i^  that  the  fact  required  to  be  done  should  be 
precedent,  in  ppi6t  of  time,^  to  the  right  accruing 
to  issue  the  proclamation;  and  of  consequence 
that,,  by  no  construction,  can  any  subsequent  per- 
formance of  the  fact  required  operate  paokWaid 
to  support  a  proclamation  issued  praytoos  to  the 
•ecurrence  or  that  fact  i  Whenever  this  fact  is 
really  done^  a  new  proclamation  is  reqiiired  to 
comply  with  the  provisions'  of  Iho  act,  and  to 
give  efficacy  to  ih^m. 

lam  the  more  panieuhria  ftferrfog  to  this 
necessary  constructroo.  resulting  from  tie  terms 
of  the  act  of  the  first  of  May  Ust,  becauaeit  is 
very  obvious  that  a  diffbrent  opinion  did  until 
very,  lately,  and'probabhr  does  now,  prevail  on 
this  floor.  We  all  recollect  whiat  a  state  of  de- 
fNression- the  conduct  of  Bonaparte  inseizing'onr 
vessels,  subsequent  to  the  first  of  November,  pro- 
duced, as  soon  as  it  waa  koojwn  in  this  House, 
and  what  a  sudden  jof  was  lighted  vp  in  it,  when 
tbe  news  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  Minuter  was 
Oommuoicated.  Great  hopes  were  entertained 
nnd  expressed,  that  he  would  bring  some  formal 
revocation  of  his  edicts,  or  disavowal  of  the 
•eizores  which  might  retroact  and  support  the 
proclamation.  It  was  confidently  expected  that 
some  explanation,  at  least,  of  tfaetO  outrages, 
would  be  ootrtained  in  bis  ^lOrtmanteatt ;  nhat  on* 
der  his  powder-pofi*,  or  in  his  snuff  box,  somedust 
would  he  found  to  throw  into  ;the  eyes  of  the 
American  people,  whioh  might  so  fat  blind  the 
sense,  as  to  inooce  them  to  aequkaee  in  the  en* 
forcement  of  tho  aon-ioteroourse,  wlthoot  any 
very  scrupulous  scruHny  into  the  performance  of 
the  conditions  by  B6napart&  But,  alaal  silr,  the 
Minister  is  as- parsimonious  as  his  master  is  vo* 
nclods.  He  has  not  condescended  to  extend 
one  particle,  not  one  pinch  of  comfort  to  the  Ad^ 
roiuMtration.  From  anything  in  the  Measagte 
of  our  President,  it  would  not  b^  so  mocb  as 
known  that  such  a  blessed- vision,  as  w«iB  this 
new  Envoy,  had  saluted  his  eyes.  His  commu- 
nications preserve  an  ominous  silence  on  the 
toptcw  Administration,  after  all  their  hopes,  h^ve 
been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  old  specific,  and 
have  caused  to  be  tipped  upon  our  tables  a  cart- 
load of  sand^  grit,  and  sawdust,  from  our  meta- 
physical mechanic,  who  seesaws  at  St.  Janlea', 
as  they  pull  the  wire  here  in  Washington.  Yes, 
sir,  a  letter  written '  on  the  tent^h  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  by  our  Minister  in  London,  is  sertously 
introduced  to  prove,  by  abstract  reasoning,  that 
the  BerKn  and  Milan  decrees  had  ceased  to  exist 
Oft  tho  first  of  the  prtoedingNovtmber|Of  wbose 


existenoe,  as  late  as  the  25th  of -last  December, 
we  have,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  fhings  permit, 
occolar,  auricular,  and  tangible  demon^tration. 
And  the  people  of  this  country  are  invited  to  be- 
lieve the  logic  of  Mr.  Pinkney  in  the  face  of  the 
fbct  of  a  continued  seiz^ire  of  all  the  vessels 
wbich  came  within  the  grasp  of  the  French  cus- 
tom-house, from  the  first  of  November,  down  to 
the  date  of  ^ur  last  accounts;  and,  in  defiance  of 
the  declaration  of  our  Charge  d'Afiaires,  made  on 
the  lOtb  of  December,  that  '^it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  the  decrees  have  in.  fact  been  re- 
voked,'' and  in  utter  discredit  of  the  allegation  of 
the  Duke  of  Massa,  made  on  the  25tli  of  the 
same  mopthrwhieb,.  in  effect,  declares  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  exist,  by  declaring  ^  that  they 
shall  remain  aospaoded."  Aft^r  such  evidence 
as  this,  the  question  whether  a  revocation  or 
modification  of  tbo  edicts  of  France  has  so  oc- 
curred **  as  that  .they  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce,  of  the  United  States,"  does  no  longer 
depend  upon  thesubtlel*eaof  syllogistio  skill,  nor 
is  to  bo  disprovdd  by  any  power  of  logical  illa- 
tion. It  is  an  affair  ot  sense  and  feeling.  And 
our  citizens,  wlmse  property  has  been,  since  the 
first  of  November,  uniformly  seized, and  of  which 
they  ftre  avowedly  to  .be  deprived  threo  months, 
and  whieh  is  then  only  to  be  returned  to  them 
on  the.cotidition  of  good  bebafiour^  itiav  as  soon 
be  made  to  believe,  bf  the  teaching  ot  philoso- 
phy, that  tbeir  rights  are  not  violated,  as  a 
wretch,  writhing,  under  the  lash  ofthe  execu- 
tioner, might  be  made  by  a  course  of  reasoning 
to  believe,  that  thenatitral  state  of  his  flesh  was 
not  violated,  and  that  hissbojilders,  out  of  which 
blood  was  flowing  at  every  stroke,  w^re  in  the 
quiet.enioyment  c7  ootieular  eaae. 

Whether  the  revocation  expressed  in  the  letter 
of  ihe  Duke  df  Cadore,  was  absoluu  or  condi- 
tional^ or  whether  the  conditions  were  precedent 
or  subBequeoty  in  the  present  state  of  our  eri- 
dettoe,  ii  seems  scarOely  important  to  inquire. 
Yet  the  conMruetion  of  that  oelebrated  passage, 
in  hit  letter  of  the  5th  of.  August,  has  been,  as 
I  haye  ever  seeiif  giren  so  much  in  the  manner 
of  lawyers,  and  so  Jiitle  in  that  of  statesmen, 
that  it  dasar? ea  a  short  elucidation;  how  much 
the  words  *'it  being  understood  that,"  in  their 

Earticaiiar  position  are  worth ;  and  whether  they 
ave  the  effect  of  a  condition  precedent,  or  of  a 
oonditioB  subsequent.  A  statesman  will  look  at 
^the  terms  contained  Oi  that  letter  in  a  different 
aspect,  not  for  ihe  purpose  of  iseertaining  bow 
mock  n  ebprt  of  law  might  be  able  tomake  of 
ihemi  as  to-diaeero  in  what  position  of  language 
tbe  writer  intended  to  intrench  himself,  and  to 
pOnetrate  bis  real  policy,  noti^ithsundiog  the 
veil  in  whith  he  chose  to  envelope  it.  He  will 
consider  the  letter  in  conn^ion  with  the  general 
course  of  French  policy,  and  the  particdTar  cir- 
cooostances  whjch  produced  it.  By  these  lights, 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  mistake  the  character 
and  true  construction  of  these  expressions.  Upon 
recurring  |o  the  Berlin  and  Miian  decrees,  it  will 
be  found  that  ibeycontain  a  solemn  pledge,  that 
/'ibcy  shall  cootiiiua  to  be  rigorously  in  force,  as 
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long^s  that  (the  Eoglish)  OoTernmefit  does  not 
relarn  to  the  principle  of  the  law.  of  iietioos." 
Their  determination  to  support  this  pledge,  the 
French  Gorernment  has  uniformlf  and  onde- 
viatingly.  declared.  They  have  told  us  con- 
stantly that  they  reqoired  a  previous  rerocation 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  ooodition  of 
their  reseioding  those  edicts.  The  qaestion  who 
should  fiiBt  revoke  tbeir  edicts  had  come  U>  be, 
notoriously,  a  sort  of  point  of  honor  between  the 
two  belltgerents.  Perfectly  tie^nainted  with  this 
stiite  of  things,  we  have  been  perpet«ally  pegoti'^ 
atin^  between  the  one  and-  th«  otiier,  and  con* 
tending  whh  each  that  it  was  hisdDty  pievipuely 
to  revoke;  At  length  the  French  GoTeromenty 
either  tired  with  our  solicitations,  or  more  prob- 
ably, seern^  their  own  adrantage  in  our  abxtety 
to  get  rid  of  the^e  decrees/ which  yet,  asan-e^* 
sential  part  of  iia  continevtal  system  of  total 
commercial  exclusion  it  nerer  intettded  to  aban- 
don, defised  this  scheme  of  policy,' wbidi  haa 
been  the  source  of  so  much  eontest*  and  has  puzr 
2led  ki\  the  metaphysicians  in  Sftgland  and  the 
United  States.  Cadore^is  directed  to  say  to  Mr. 
Armstrong :  "  In  tbitf  ntyr  state  of  things  I  anv 
*  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  decrees 
'  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that  after 
'  the  first  of  November  they  wiU  cease  to  Ipave 
'effect;  it  being  understood  that,  in  consequ^ence 
'  of  this  declaration,  the  English  ^h»U  retpke 
'th^r  Orders  in  Oouocil,  and  renounce  the  new 
'principles  of  blockade  wbich  they  have  wbhed 
'  to  establish;  or  that  the  United  .Skates,  eon- 
'  formably  to  the-aot  you  have  just  eommantca- 
'  ted,  shall  cause  ^ir  rights  to  be  respected  by 
<the  Englisb*"  In  this  curious  gaMimmofry  of 
time  present  and  time  future,  of  doing  and  re- 
fraining to  do,  of-deolarl^tion  ^ad  uniferstai&diog, 
of  English  duties  and  American  duties,  it  is  emsy 
to  ifsoe  the.  design,  and  se^  its  adaptation  ta^be 
past  and  present  policy  of  the  French  Emfperor^ 
Tb«  time  pree«nt  was  used,  because  the  act  of 
the  United  Stales  required  that  previously. to- the 
proelamation  the  edicts '^  shall  be"  revoked.  And. 
this  19  the  might;  myeter]^  of  time  present  being 
used,  in  expressing  an  act  intended  to  be  done  in 
time  future.  For  if^  as  the  order  of  tim'e^  and* 
the  state  of  intention  indicated,  time  future  had 
been  used,  and  the  letter  fi€  Cadore  had  said  the 
de9te^9  shall  be  revoked  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber next,  lben>the  prOclamntien  eouki  not  be  Is- 
sued, because  the  President  would  be  obliged  to 
wait  to  have  evidence  that  the  act  had  beeii  ef- 
feetoaily  done.  Now  ae  the  French  Emperor, 
never  intended  thai  it  should  be  effectuated,  and 
yet  meant  to  havealljhe  advantage  of  an  effec- 
tual deed  without  performing  it,  this  notable 
scheme  was  invented.  And,  by*  French  finesse, 
and  American  acquiescence,  a  thing  is  consid- 
ered as^ectually  done,  if  the  declaration  that  it 
is  done  he  made  in  iangusffe  of  time  present,  not- 
withstanding the  lime  ofperformanceis  in  the 
same  breath  declared  to  be  in  time  future.  Hav« 
ing  thus  secured  the  concurrence  of  the  Ameri* 
can  administration,  the  next  part  of  the  scheme 
was  so  to  arrange  the  expeeseioo  thict  either  the 


British  Government  should  not  aecede,  or  it  it 
did  aecede,  that  it  should  secuf^  to  France  the 
point  of  honor— a  previous  revocation  by  the 
British ;  and[  if  they  did  not  accede,  that  there 
should  bell  color  for  eeiiuresand  seqoestcatioiis, 
and  .thus  still  farther  to  bind  the  Americans  ora 
to  their  good  behaviour.  All  this  is  attained  bf 
this  well-deviied  expressibii "  it  being  understood 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the£&- 
glish  shall  reyok^"   , 

Now,  Great  Britain  either  wonld  accede  to  the 
terms,  or«he  would  not.  If  she  did^  aod  di^it 
as  the  terms  required,  in  co^eeqoenoe  of  this  de- 
claration^ then  it  must  be  done^  previous  to  the 
£rst  of  November, 'and  theh  the  peiat  of  hon- 
or waa  saTed  to  France ;  so  that  thus  Fraece, 
by  a  revooalion  verbaily  present, .  efiectoaUj  fa- 
ture,  t^ould  attain  an  effectual  previous  revoca- 
tion from  the  English^  But  if,  as  France  expect- 
ed, Great  Britain  wdold  not  lru«t  in  such  paper 
security^  and  therefore  not  revoke,  previously  to 
the  first  of  November,  theft  an  apology  might  be 
found  fop  France,  to  justify  her  in  refusing  to  ef- 
fectuate thajE  present,  future,  and  absolute,  ooadi- 
liohal  seVocaiion. ;  And  if  ever  the  Puke  of  Ca- 
dore shall  cottdeacend,  which  it  is  probable  hi 
n^ver  will,  to  reason  with  o«r  Grovernmenl  ootbe 
subject,  be^may  ^ell  them  that  tk9f  fcoew  that  the 
French  Emperor  bad  issued  tboae  decrees,  apon 
the  pledge  that  thev  Were  to  eontioue  uatil  ihe 
British  abandoned  tjheir  mail  ume  principles;  tbai 

he  told  us^  over,  and  over,  and  over  »g*iD|  *w^ 
previous  revocatioa  by  the  fiiilish  was  absokileir 
required ;  that  for  the  purpose  of  putting  leww 
the  sinoertly  of  Vlw- British,  he  had  indeed  de- 
clared that  the  French  decrees  **are  revoke4,  oi 
the  fitet  daf  of  November  ensuing;  but  ibea  it 
tvaa  on  tfaeexpresseld  eoniUtion  that  wi<»''W*'*5 
of  ikat  didaraUon.  oot  of  the  revocation,  boi « 
thai  dedttraium;  the  British  were  to  revolt  m 
if  they  did  not,  the  *«  uodei'slanding"  was  notre- 
aliaed;  and.hia eights  of . enforcing  hiasysteBare 
n^nined  to  him.  Aad  I  confess  I  do  not  wall  see, 
what-  answer  can  be  nada  to  such  an  argooeni. 
Lei  us  examine  the  case  in  eommon  luc  •  *<'y 
Mr.  Speaker,  have  two  aeparate  WH>^  u^ 
each  lying  behitid  the  farms  of  A  and  ft  som 
you  eannot  »get  to  one  of  the  tracts^  ^T  .i!; 
inj  over  the  form  of  A,  norlo  the  other  t^J 
without  going  over  the  form  of  B.  l>of  ••" 
cause  or  piher,  bbib  A  and  B  have  a  mp««*V^ 
terest  that  you  should  eajoy  the  ^$^^^  ^rT 
to  your  trac^  over  the  form  <rf  ««ch  respeetireiy. 
A  and  B  get  jnto  quarrela  and  wish  to  mw^ 
you'  in  the  dispate.  You  keep  aloof,  but  are  f«- 
peiUally  negotiating  with  each  foe  fott;  ow  r^" 
of  passage-way,  and  teking  each  that  U  w  •^ 
to  him  that  the  other  prohiWu  your  «»W";i, 
of  it.  AtlastAsayt^-Come.  Wewdi|2«JJJ 
B  to  trial. ,  I,  on  this  fifth  day  of  Aogtist,  d«««J 
my  prohibitions  of  passage-way  are  revokeji,  a"^ 
after  the  first  day  of  November,  rov  P«>J****^ 
shall  cease  to  hav«  effect;  bui,  it  w  ^'^^^l 
that  B,  in  connguence  of  thu  tkclarattOth'SB^^^ 
also  revoke  his  prohibition  of  p^^'^f^^l^  ^f 
B  refosea,  doea  A,  «oder  the  oifOoa»ww*  « 
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ameh  a  declaratioo,  Tiolate  anyc^li^Hon^  should 
be  refuse  to  permit  tbe  passage?  Might  not  A 
urge  with  great  color  and  force  of  argument,  that 
this  arrangement  was  the  effect  of  your  solicita- 
tioa  a«d  assurance,  that  B  would  be  tempted  by 
such  a  proffer,'  and  that  the  revocation  or  B  was 
Teqoircdr  by  ihe  tefms,  to  be  the  consequence  of 
A's  deelaration,  far  the  very  purpose  of  indicating 
that  it  most  be  anterior  to  the  falct  of  A's  effec- 
tual revocatioD  7  But  let  this,  be  as  it  will ;  sup- 
pose that  yoo,  on  the  first  of  Noyember,  in  eense- 
qoeoce  of  A'sassuiiances,  bad  sei^t  youf  servants 
and  teams  to  bring  hoVne  your  products,^  and  A 
shouid  seizte  your  oxen,  and  teams  and  p^ducts, 
and  drive  your  aerranls,  after,  having  stripped 
tbeai,  from  his  iariB)  and  shouldi  tell  you,  that  he 
should  keep  this,  and  all  other  property  of  yours, 
OB  which  hecaq  lay  his  hands^  for  thred  mohths, 
and  then  he  shduld  reatote  it  to  you.  or  not,  a^  he 
saw  fit,  accordin|^  to  his  opinion  of  yobr  good  be- 
haviour. I  ask,  if,  in  any  sense,  yon  oould  truly 
aay  that  on  the  first  day  of  November  the  prohi- 
bitiooa  or  ediots  of  A  were  so  revoked,  that  they 
ceased  to  irioiate  your  liberty  of  passage?  -Sir, 
when  viewed  ior^latio&toeommou  lifei  the  idea 
iaso  absurd,  that  it  wooid  t>e  absolutely  abusive 
to  ask  the  question.  I  refer  th^  dectsioa  of  so 
simple  t  case  to  the  sound  sense  of  the  American 
pepple,  and  not  to  that  of  ^*  scurvy  politicians, 
who  aeenli  to  see  the  things  they  do  not."  In  a 
condensed  form  my  argum^t  is  this.  From  a 
revocation  mdHdy^verluiI,  no  obligations  result. 
By  the  terms  of  our  act  the  revocation  must  be 
effectual,  **  so  as  the  edict  shall  cease  to  violate 
(MIT  rights."  Now  the  sioifpie  question  is.  whether 
anoaiform  aetzare,  since  the  first  of  November, 
under  thoee  edicts  (for  none  other arre  pretended)  of 
all  their  property,  ainl  holding  it  for  three  months, 
to  ^e  how  they  will  behave,  ^or  be  net  a  riohition 
of  ifae  rigbts  of  the  American  people  7  In  relation 
to  the  revival  by  a  fbrmal  declaration  of  the  nottt 
iuterepursa  svstem,  as  is  proposed  in  oneof  these 
seelions,,!  otter  this argu agents  Sither  the  ftkct, 
on  which  the  President's  proclamation  could  alone  • 
have  been  issued,  has  occurred  or  it  has  not.  If 
it  has  oeeurred,  then  the  law  of  March  ld(^  is  re- 
vived, and  this  provision,  by  «  declarative  law,  is 
anaeeeasary.  If  il  iiaVe  not  oocarred,  then  tfaete 
is  DO  obUgatioa  to  revive  it,  for  alone  oir  the  oc 
earrtnct  of  the  apecified  fact  does  our  obligation 
depend.  In  such  case  the  revival  by  declaration 
if  a  flaere  gratuity  to  Napoleon.  This  is  ia  fact 
the  true  character  of  the  taw.  As  to  the  provi- 
sioas  for  relief  of  our  merchants  against  antici- 
]Mited  seizure,  I  hold  them  scarcely  deserving'coa- 
s^eration.  Heaven  be  praised  we  have  indepea-' 
dent  tribunals  and  intelligent  juries.  Our  judges 
are  not  corrupt  and  our  yeomanry  will  not  be 
awaked  in  their  decisions,  by  the  hope  ol*  Presi* 
deotial  favors,  nor  be  guided  by  party  influence. 
'  The  harpies  of  your  custom-house  dare  as  soon 
eat  off  their  owu  claws,  as  thrust  them,  in  the 

S resent  state  of  the  law  of  March,  180^  into  the 
Uness  of  their  fellow-citizens.  The  timorous 
and  Ifght-shunning  herd  of  spies  and  informers 
have  too  much  iivit«iot,  to  f  ounce  oa  such  a  piey. 


'  But,  in  order  to  cause  any  obligation  to  result  un- 
der the  la  w  of  May  1, 1810,  it  is  necessary,  not  only 
that  the  fact  required  be  done,  and  the  effect  requir- 
ed iHToduced ;  but  also  the  terms  of  that  act  must 
be  accepted:  The  proffer  we  made,  if  such  be  the 
'cb«kracter  of  that  act,  was  only  to  revive  the  non- 
iofercourse  law  against  the  contumacious  bellig- 
erent, after  three  months  had  expired,  from  the 
date  of  (he  proclamation.  Now^  it  is  remarkable, 
tblit,  so  far  from  accepting  the  terms  of  the  pro^ 
position,  contained  iu  our.  act,  as  the  eitent  of 
our.bbligations,  Bonaparte  expressly  tells  us,  that 
th^  mean  something  else;  and  something,  too, 
that  n^  man  in  thitf  House  will  dare  to  aver  they 
reaHy  intend.  It  isalaoremarkable4bat  the  tei'ms 
of  this  celebrated  letter  frMvthe  Duke  of  Cadore, 
of  the  fiAh  of  Aufl^st,  which  have  been  repre- 
sented as  a  relaxation,  in  ihe  rigor  of  the  Freach 
Emperor's  policy,  are.  iu  fact,  i^omethiag  worse 
tinn  the  original  terms  of  the  Milan  decree,  and 
that)  insteed  of  ha  vine  obtained  a  booo^  fVom  a 
iViead,  in  thii^  boasted  Tetter,  our  Administration 
have  only  caught  a  ffripe  from  ^  Taftai.  By  the 
terms  of  the  ^tlan  deeree,  It  was  to  "  cease  with 
resp^t  to-all  nations  who  compelled  the  Bnglish 
to  r^pect  their  flag.''  By  the  terms  of  the  letter 
of  Caftlore,  it  was  to  cease  on  condition  that  the 
United  States  ^  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected." 
Now  as  much  as  an  obligatioo,  of  an  indefinite 
extent,  is  worse  than  a  definite  obligation, Just  so 
much  worse  are  the.  terms  of  the  letter  of  ClMiore, 
than  the  origioal  terms  of  the  Milan  decree.'  Mr. 
Speaker,  let  us  net  be  deceived  concerning  the 
policy  of  the  French  Emperor.  It  is  stern,  un- 
relentinir^  and  unrelaxing.  So  far  from  any  de- 
viation from  his  original  system  being. indicated 
in  this  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  a  stdct  ad- 
hereiMse  to^it  is^  formally  and  carefully  expressed. 
Ever  sidce  the  commencement  of  "  his  continen- 
tal system,"  as  ft  fs  called,^  the  policy,  of  Napoleon 
has  uniformly  been  to  ohliffe  the  United  States  to 
effectual  co-operation  in  thai  system.  Aa  early 
arthe7(h  of  October,  1807,  hb  Minister,  Cham- 
pagny^i  wrote  to  Geiieral  Armstreng^  that  the  in- 
terests of  all  maritime  Powers  were  coromoiif  to 
unite.in  soppoft  of  their  rights  agiinst . England. 
After  this  uAlowedtheembargowhieh  co-opera- 
ted efiectually  at  the  very  critical  moment,  in  his 
great  plan  of  continental  eonu;aercial  restfiction. 
Oik  the  24th  of  the  ensuing  November,  he  re^rts 
to  the  same  language-"^  in  violating  the  riffhta  of 
*  all  nations  England  has  united  ttiem  all  by  a 
<  common  interest,  and  it  is  for  them  to  hare  re- 
** course  to  force  agfatnst  her.''  He  then  proceeds 
to^in  vtte  the  United  Stalte  to  take  <'  with  the  whole 
^  Conlittent  the  part  of  guaranteeing  itself  firom 
^  her  injustice*  and  in  forcing  her  to  a  peaces'' 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1808,  he  is  somewhat 
more  pointed  and  positive,  as  to  our  efficient  con- 
currence in  his  plan  of  policy.  For  bis  Minister, 
Champagny,  then  tells  us,  that  ^His  Majesty  has 
no  doubt  of  a  declaration  of  war  against  England 
by  the  United  States,"  and  he  then  proceeds  to 
take  the  trouble  of  declaring  war  out  of  our  hands, 
and  volunteers  h(s  services,  ffratuitously,  to  de- 
clare it,  in  our  natne  and  behalf.    ^  War  exists 
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<  then,  in  fact  between  England  and  tbe  United 
'8 taxes ;  and  HU  Majesty  considers  it  as  declared 
'  from  the  day  on  which  England  published  her 

*  decrees."  And  in  order  to  make  assurance 
doublv  sure,  he  sequ^sterA  our  yesbels  in  his  ports, 
^nntn  a  decision  may  be  had  on  the  dispositions 
to  be  expressed  by  tbe  United  States^"  on  his 
proposition  of  considering  tiiemselves  ^associated 
in  tbe  cause  of  all  tbe  Powers,"  against  Englttnd. 
Now  in  all  this  there  is^  no  deception,  and  can  be 
DO  mistake,  as  to  the  purpose  of  his  policy.  He 
tells  us,  as  plain  as, language  can  speak,  that  *'  by 
'causing  our  rights  to  be  respected,"  be  -means 

war,  on  bis  side,  against  Great  Britain*  That. 
*'  our  interests  are  jCommon"-^that  he  considers 
us.  already  "  assqcintes  in  the  war,"  and  that  he 
aequesters  our  property  by  way  of  security  fpr  our 
dispositions.  This  is  his  old  pdicy.  Ipiaysome 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  tbe  Jflouse  to  point 
out,  in  what  it  differs  frqm  th^  new.  The  letter 
of  Cadore  on  the  fifth  of- August  tells  us,  it  ia  ex- 
pected that  we  ^^qniise  pur  rights  to  t»e  respected, 
m  confbrfaity  to  our  act,"  and  the  same  letter 
also  tells  us  what  he  understands  to  be  tbe  mean- 
ing of  our  act.  >*In  short,  Congress  eagages  to 
oppose  itself^to  that/ one  of  the  beltigereiu  Pow- 
ers wM^b  shall  refuse  lo  acknowledge  tbe  rights 
of  neutrals."  In.  other  words,  "ty  causing  our 
ligAts  to  be  respected,"  he  means  war  on  bis  aide 
against  Great  Britain.  In  perfect  conformity 
with  this  uniform,  underia.ting  policy^  bis  Minis- 
ter,, Turreau,  tells  aur^Gofernment,  in  his  letter 
of -the  28tb  of  November  last,  that  'Uhe  modifi- 
J  tione  to  be  given  to  tbe  present  absolute  exclu- 
^  sioo  of  our  productii  wirll  not  depend  upon  the 
^ chance  of  events,  but  will  t>e  tbe  result  of  mea- 
^  sures^firm  and  pursued  with  perseyerance,  which 
'  the  two  Goyernm^ts  will  continue  te  adopt  to 

*  witbdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  froim  tbe  rex 
'  ations  of  tbe  common  enemy  a  oommeree  loyal 
'  and  necessary  to  France  as  well  as  the  United 

*  States."  And  to  the.end,  that  no  one  featujreof 
his  policy  should  be  changed,  or  even  appear  to 
be  relaxed,  his  Excellency  the  Duke  .of*  Massa, 
and  bis  Excellency  tbe  Duke^  Gaete,  in  their 
respeetife  letters  of  the  f35th  of  December,  de- 
clare, that  tbe  property  taken,,  shall  be  "  oblv^ 
sequestered  until  tb^  united  States  have  fnl- 
iUed  tbeir  engagements  to  cause  tbeir  riffbts  to 
be  respected."  wow;  Mr.  Speaker,  is  tb^re  a 
man  in  tbis.Hotlse  bold  enough  to  maiuiain,  or 
with  capacity  enough  to  point  ouc^any  material 
yariation,  between  tbe  policy  of  France,  to  this 
country,  subsequent  to  tbe  Uadore  letter,  of  the 
5ib  of  August,  and  its  policy  anterior  to  that  pe- 
riod? The  character  of  the  policy  is  one  and  in- 
diirisible.  Bonaparte  bad  not  yielded  one  inch 
10  our  Administration.  Now, as  he  neither  per- 
formed the  act,  required  by  the  law  of  May,  1810 ; 
nor  produced  the  effect ;  nor  accepted  the  terms  it 
proposed  ;  whence  arise  our  bbligations  ?  How 
IS  our  fai^h  plighted  1  In  what  way  are  we 
bound  again  to  launch  our  country  into  this  dark 
sea  of  restriction ;  surrounded  on  all  sides  with 
perils  and  penalties? 

The  true  nature  of  this  Cadore  policy  is  alone 


10  be  discovered  in  the  character  of  his  mtster. 
Napoleon  is  an  universal  genius.  ^He  csn  ex* 
cbange  shapes  with  Proteus  to  advaatage."  He 
hesitates  at  no  means,  and  commands  every  tkilL 
He  toys  with  the  weak — he  tampers  with  the 
mean — he  browbeats  the  haughty — with  theenn- 
ning  be  is  a  serpent.  For  tbe  courageooslielMs 
teeth  aAd  talons.-  For  tbe  cowering  be  has  hoofs. 
He  found  our  Administration  a  pen  and  ink  ^n' 
try — parchment  politicians;  and  be  has  laid, fof 
ibese  epheineral  essences,  a  p^ti  flytrap,  dip- 
ped in  Freiich  honey.  Hercules,  finding  that  be 
could  not  reach  tiur  Administration  withhisciib, 
and  tbai  they  were  out  of  their  wits  at  the  sight 
of  his, lion's  skin,  has  coiideseended  to  meet  tlieiD 
in  petticoats,  and  cqnquer  tbem,  spinning  ttti^ir 
own  distaff. 

As  to  those  who,  after  tbe  evidence  m«  ia 
our  hands,  deny  that  the -decrees  ^ist,IcsoDo 
more  risaspn  witbtbem  than  ^  with  those  who 
should  deny  tbe  sun  toba  in  tbe  firaiaaeoi,K 
noon-day.  The  decrees  revoked!  Tbe  foriail 
sttttttte  act  of  a  despot  revoked  by  the  hretthof 
his  servile  Minister;  uttered  on  conditioai  lot 
performed  by  Great  Britain,  and  claimrog  tenos 
not  tntendf d  to  be  performed  by  ust  The  fttaai 
of  our  commerce  aenure,  when  every  Wind  of 
heiaven  is  burdened  with  the  sighs  of  ourfsfier* 
ing  seamen,  and  tbe  .coast  of  tbd  whole  CootiseDt 
heaped  witn  tbe  plunder  of  our  merchaau!  Th« 
den  of  tbe  tiger  safe !  Yet  tbe  tracks  of  ^bose 
who  ent^r  it  are  innomerablej  and  qotatneeis 
to  be  seen  of  a  returning  footstep!  Thcdesw 
the  tiger  safe  \  While  tbe  cry  of  the  ntogied 
victims  are  beard  through  tbe  adamantise  wub 
of  bis  cave ;  cries^  whicb  despair  and  u^ 
ntter,  and  wbich  despotism  itself  cannot  ^^ 

No,  Mr.  Speaker:  Let  us  speak  the  iratlu  Tw 
act  now  proposed  is  required  by  no  ofal^itioB- 
It  ia  wholly  if ratuilons.  Call  it  then  by  iti  F** 
per  name.  The  first  fruit  of  French  allisDee.  A 
token  of  transatlantic  submission.  AnytjiiBf^' 
cept  an  act  of  an  American  Congress,  tbe  AepK- 
scntativea  of  freemen.  . 

The  present  is  the  mdst  iavovabb  Dometnor 
tbe  abandonment  of  these  resirictioas,uiie«* 
settled  co-operation  with  the  French  eontiiew» 
sysum  be  determined. '  We  have  ^<**^JfJ 


provisionr-of  this  act  ta  both  belliwents. 
have  accepted— both.  Its  prin^iptJsr.or  «>f  "* 
agents,  have  deceived  us.  «. .  j  .j 

We  ulk  of  tbe  edicts  4if  Georp  the  Third  tj« 
Napoleon.  Yet  those  of  tbe  Presideat  of  w 
United  States;  under  your  law,  tfe  ^r^^'^^ 
testable  to' your  merohanta.  jbeir  edicu  jjwn 
dered  the  rich*  His  nanke  those  who  aw  P«? 
still  poorer.  Their  decrees  attack  tbe  cx^JJ 
»ies.  His  proclamation  fixes  upo>i  the  ^«***J.T 
checks  the  action  o(  tbe  s^at  of  coaimerc'«?"r 

I  know  that  great  hope»are^ ^^^-^Jiudt 


British  regency.    Bet  ween  a  m^d  niooircb '^^^^^ 
a  simpering  succetoor,  it  is  expected  we  wu 
system  of  that  nation  will  be  abaDdoDCfl.J^ 
gentlemen  beware,and  not  calculate  too  cer*"»J 
on  tbe  fulfilment,  by  men  in  power, w  proww"" 
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made  out  of  it.  The  majority  need  not  go  out 
of  our  own  country,  nor  beyond  <heir  own  prae* 
tice^  to  be  convinced  how  eayily,  in  such  eases, 
prcmd  promises  may  eventuate  in  meagre  per- 
formanee. 

The  whole  bearing  of  my  argument  is  to  this 
pcnnt.   vlt  is  time  to  take  our  own  rights  iotd  our 
own  keeping.    It  is  time^  if  we  will  not  protect, 
to  reiWiin-from  hampering,  by  our  own  acts,  the 
t     eonimerce  of  our  eountry.    Poi.your  merchants 
i      DO  longer  under  the  guardianship  and  caprice  of 
I      foreign  Powers.    Punish  not,  at  the  insti^atiba  of 
i      foreigners,  your  own  citizens,  for  foliowinsf  thcfir 
righteous  calling    We  owe  nothing  to  France. 
We  owe  nothing  to  Great.  Britain.    We  owe 
•rery  thing  td  the  American  people.  Let  us  show 
ourselves  really  independent ;  and  look  toa  grate- 
ful, m  powerful,  and  then  united  people,  for  sup- 
port, affainst  every  aggressor. 
,         Mr.  Mdmfor*— 'The  gentleman  (Mt,  QoitrOY)' 
^     ham  Massacbasettii  has  given  us  a  long  talk,  that 
amused  the  Hoase  very  miieh  with  tropes  and 
figures,  tmid  I  hope  has  convinced  himself  that  he 
n  right.    I  ^fli  no  advocate  of  either  belligerent, 
I  have  not  much  confidence  in  the  dedaratioas 
of  foreign  Governments.     I  did,  however,  pot 
some  coufidence  in  the  Erskine  arrangement,  but. 
I  was  deceived;  it  met  my  approbatioo,  because 
I  was  amoDg  those  who  were  determiaed  to  set- 
tle ottf  disputes  with  Great  Britain,  in  our  own 
way,  as  an  iodependeat  nation.    And  I  will  now 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether, 
if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  other 
hWher  authority  in  Great  Britain,,  should  wri|e 
a  letter  to  Sir  William  Scott,  and  a  circular  letter 
to  the  Collector  of  Liverpool,  informing  them 
that  the  Orders  in  Qouncii  did  not  apply  to 
American  vessels  from  and  after  the  Ist  Novem- 
ber, he  woold  not  deem  thoee  letters  to  be  evi- 
dence of  the  fact?    If  so,  why  not  give  the  same 
eredencQ  to  the  letters  of  the  Puke  of  ^ass»  and 
the  Due  de  Gaete?    X  wieh  to  preserve  the  faith 
of  the  nation.    We  have  been  plundered  by  both 
belligerents,  and  have  as  little  confidenee  in  the 
one  as  in  the  other;  but  without  some  ^eliaoce 
on  the  word  of  constituted  authorities  there  is  an 
end  to  all  negotiations.     The  gentleman  says 
that  we  are  about  to  shut  up  ^'the  oaly  avenue  to 
our  commercial  hope,"   These  are  his  own  words. 
Let  uanow  eiamine  this  avenue  to  our  commer- 
cial hope.    I  will  in  the  first  place  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  while  I  read  and  state 
aome  facts  from  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
Liverpool,  dated  January  8,  of  the  present  year, 
from  one  of  the  n^ott  respectable  houses  there, 
wbichstates that  the  importation  of  cotton  from 
the  United  States  was  320,000  bales  in  1810$  that 
there  was  then  145,000  bales  on  hand;  tobacco  im- 
ported in  same  period,  14J00  hogsheads;  and, 
notwithstaadiDg  the  consumption/  the  quantitv 
imported  kept  the  market  supplied  constantly  with 
about  the  same  number  of  hogsheads,  throughout 
the  year  1810.     Pot-ashes^  imported  28.946  bar- 
rels, on  hand  13,000  barrels ;  rice  39,000  imported, 
and  there  remsiins  on  baud  very  Urge  supplies. 
Those  are  the  principal  articles  of  the  produce  of 
lltllCoN.  SdSESS.— 33 


our  soil  unsold  on  8th  of\Fanuary,  1811,  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool  alone/^sides  the  quantities  in 
the  other  ports  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  same 
letter  observes:  ^.vThis  supply  checks  any  at- 
*  tempt  atipecuUrtioD.  and  without  an  export  vent 
^  is  procured,  ^e  stock  on  hand  must  remain  ut*- 
^  saleable ;  i^the  belligerents  return  to  a  sense  of 
^justice,  t)»ecoQtiaental  markets  being  in  that  case 
^  re-opei)ed,  will  require  large  supplies,  and  cause 
'  our  i^rket  to  rise.''  The  prices  of  upland  cotton 
are  ^stated  at  I2d.  sterliog  per  lb; 'tobacco,  very 
piime  4d.  to.7d.,  middling  quality, great  quantity 
jpn  hand,  fit  only  (or  Continental  taiarket.  at  1^  a 
^;  pot-ashes  43  to  £44  per  ton — rice  19  to  23 
per^cwt.".  Sir,  there  is  no  American  merchant 
who  can  pursue  that  commerce,  attended  with 
the  enormotts.chagesand  dutiei»  imposed  on  those 
articles  without  inevitable  ruin ;  ain]  1  call  to  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen  the  numerous  failuro 
in  consequence  of  bills  of  exchange  returned  under 
protest,  which  had  been  predicated  on  shipments 
to  British  port^;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  tells  us  this  is  '*  the  only  avenue  to 
our  coo^mercial  hope?^  Send  your  vessels  to  the 
Brazils,  you  meet  them  there  mtriguioe  against 
your  commerce ; .  to  Bueno«  Ayres,  you  nnd  them 
there;  to  pa  yen  ne,  there  also;  to  Terra  Firma, 
you  there-find  them  in  conjunction  with  Miranda 
intriguing,  and  counteracting  your  commerce; 
to  Barbadoes,  Surinam,  Demerara,  Trinidad,  Mar- 
tinique, Guadaloupe)  Jamaica,  dbc.,  and  you  are 
met  with  enormous  port  charges,  and  duties 
afnouMting  to  prohibition  on  the  staple  articles  of 
the- new  England  States;  cod  fish,  beef,  pork, 
butter,  lard,  c^heese,  hams,  &c.  It  is  true  we  are 
admitted  every  now  and  then,  at  the  mere  will 
and  caprice  or  ^  governor,  to  import  into  those 
colonies  fi^our  at'a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  barrel ; 
rice  and  lumber  in  proportion;  on  condition  that 
you  shall  not  take  away  any  article  but  rum  and 
molasses,  and  this  is  the  only  avenue  to  our  com- 
mercial hope.  They  are  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt 
Id  relation  to  our  commerce.  What  has  become 
of  your  1,350,000  tons  of  shipping,  valued  at  fifty 
dollars  per  tQn,amottnting  to $67,500,000, one  third 
of  which  belongs  to  Massachusetts?  Is  the  gen- 
tlemaa  willing  to  surrender  the  carrying  trade  to 
Great  Britain  ? '  Let  him  turn  his  attention  to 
the  ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore, 
Norfolk,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  and  he 
will  find  that  British  ships  are  now  taking  the 
bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  his  own  constituents. 
They  are  enabled  to  take  freight  on  so  much  lower 
terms  than  American  vessels  can  afibrd  to  do  it. 
in  consequence  of  the  very  g^reat  difierence  ot 
duties  in  Great  Britain,  between  importations  in 
American  or  in  a  British  ship,  that  we  cannot 
compete  with  them,  unless  you  will  countervail 
them,  and  take  a  decisive  stand  in'de/^oce  of  your 
commerce  to  continental  Europe,  and  carry  your 
pfodoce  direct  to  the  consumers,  and  be  no'  longer 
'subjected  to  be  fleeced  by  the  monopolizers  and 
retailers  of  the  old  world.  They  are  not  content 
to  have  the  whole  products  d'your  soil  deposited 
on  their  island,  on  which  they-rtcelve  an  enor- 
mous import,  and  raise  an  extra  war  tax,  besides, 
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bdt  tbey  will  claim  yery  soon  the  exclusive  right 
to  carry  it  when  and  where  they  pleade  in  their 
awn  ships.  We^re  thus  reduced  to  a,  worse  sit- 
uation than  in  a  state  of  colonization;  We  have 
now  all  the  disadvantaffen  of  beingr  pJoadercd  by 
their  ifary,  and  nooe  ofthe  advantages  of  receiv- 
ing its  protection,  although  they  b|ive  the  impu* 
flence  to  charge  os  four  per  cent,  convoy  duty  on 
their  gewgaws  and  manufactures,  which  convoy 
they  do  not  give  as.  Can  this  be  a  desirable  state 
of  tbiugst  And  if  persevered  in,  I  am  convinced 
the  coroot^erce  of  the  United  Sfates  will  d^soend 
Into  tbe  same  tomb  with- the  gentleman V story  of 
ihetioffin.  ' 

Th^re  are  three  classes  of  your  dtizcns  to  ^e 
provided  fbr,  as  contemplated  in  the  provisions  of 
this  bill — firstj  sequestrations  irt  FVa nee,  Spain, 
Italy,  Holfend,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Pritssifi,  and 
Russfa.  Second,  those  who  have  sailed  to  Prance 
under  the  faith  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter  of 
the  5tb  of  August.  Third,  importers  of  British 
roanufBtclures.  But  it  wou|d  seem^  by  the  arffu-. 
ments  I  have  heard  advanced  in  this  House,  that 
there  were  only  the  latter  class  to  be  provided 
for,  and,  as  I  presume  British  precedent  and  au-. 
thority  will  be  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  be  good  evidence,  I  will  inform 
him  and  the  House  what  were  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  the  English  merchants  before  the 
l>ar  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject  of 
exports  and  imports  ofthe  United  States.  They 
stated  on  oath  that  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  were  about  twelve  millions  sterling,  and 
that  the  inrports  were  about  four  millions  on  an 
average  for  the  years  1802. 1803, 1804j  when  there 
were  no  decrees  against- American  commerce^ 
and  consequently  it  took  its  own  natural  channel 
and  supplied  each  market  according  to  its  natural 
consumption.  The  differepce  between  export  and 
import  being  about  eight  millions  sterling aprainst 
us.  Those  English  merchants  state  that  it  was 
made  up  and  received  from  onr  trade  with'  con- 
tinental Europe;  tliis  has  not  been  disprqted  by 
the  British  Chaiicellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  by 
his  frieqd  Stevens,  of  War  in  Di^^guise — it  is  a  fact  j 
they  cannot  deny  it.  And  shall  we  be  told  about 
the  profitable  conimerce  with  .Great  Britain? 
After  a  statement  of  these  facts,  shall  we  go  on 
to  gorge  their  warehonses  with  twelve  millions 
sterlinpf  of  produce,  when  their  own  internal  con- 
sumption does  not  exceed  four  t;iit!ions  sterling? 
I  hope  not;  and  I  do  trust  that  the  time  is  not  tar 
distant  when  we  shall  assert -and  defend  our  just 
rights. 

Mr.  Tallmadqe  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
.  section  of  the  amendment,  the  words,  applied  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  President,^  ^'  and  no  other 
evidence  shall  be  ad^iitted,"  &c. 

With  the  consent  of  Mr.  Tallmadob — Mr.  Ltv- 
BBMORB  enlarged  the  motioii,  so  as  to  strike  c^ut 
the  words  "  and  such  proclamation  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence,  ani  na other  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modification," 
4bc*  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBB  spoke  in  support  of  tbe  moliofi. 


He  conceived  the  clause  proposed  to  be  striekei 
out  as  involving  a  most  arbitrary  feitore. 

Mr.  Ross  said  that  the  gentleioan's  retsoms; 
went  to  prove  ihat  a  cotirt,  instead  of  the  Bifci< 
tive,  should  be  vested  with  the  power  of  deciding 
the.  fact. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  spoke  against  the  motieD.  Tke 
pc^er  proposed  to  be  given  to  ihe  Presidestof 
the  Uatted  StaCea  in  this  ease  was  analogoaB  ii 
the  proclamation  of  a  treaty,  whieh  then  becani 
the  law  of  the  land,  du^  It  waa  the  eslf  erideBce 
which  could  be  adtnitted. 

Mr.  Lton  and  Mr.  Wbbatoit  %ko  spoke  is 
fa^or  of  the  motion. 

The  question  oo  Mr*  LivbBhobb's  modoawis 
talmi  by  ^eae  and  nafs.  For  tbe  motioa  SS^; 
again^themotioB  79)  ab  foDowa: 

TBASwJoseph  AMeti,  AMjeh  Bigelow,  DiudelBkii- 
dell,  Jan»r  B/eckenHd^  John  Cam^l,  John  C 
Ohanf^laiii*  Wtttiam  Chamberiia,  EptphnAtv 
ChampidD,  Mavtin'  OhittendeB>  Jcdm  Danapert^js, 
William  £iy»4laaies  fimott,  BarentGardeaieE,Gbiiiii 
Ooldaboreiigh^Thbaiaa  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  .\«iha- 
iel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonatbaa  fi.  HoM 
Ebeneoer  Huntingtoa,  J^chard  JaoMoA,  jujinilotot 
Jenkins,  Herman  Knitkerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  U 
ward  8^  Lo«  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Koy  lavingaoi, 
Matthew  Lyon,  VihoentMatthewa,  Archibald  McBijfc 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor.  Jooathan  0. 
Moseley,  Joseph  PeaiBon,  Benjamin  Pidimanjr^'nB- 
othy  titkln;irn  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,John 
Randolph,  John  Stanley,  James  Steohenaon,  Lewii  B. 
Sturgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Beramin 
Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  yinHofB, 
Kilfian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wlwatoo,  Biekiel 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Naw— WiOii  Alston,  jr.,  William  And«i«08,DiW 
Bai^,  William  T.  Barry,  Bniwett  Baaaett,  WIHbb 
W.  Bibb,  Adagk  Boydv  Bobeit  Brown,  Willianr  A^Bir- 
well,  WUliaat  Bntlar,  ieee|kh  Calhoaa,  Lngdos 
Oiiaves,  Matthew  Clay^iolui  Clopton,J«iBeiCoctai 
WittiaW  Crawford;  Richard  CotM,  John  Daawo.  Jm. 
Daaha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUliam  Fiodl^»  Btmllii 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Tfc«ai 
Gholaon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Wilbw 
Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  ioatf, 
Thorny  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  LoTe,iin» 
^tyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Samuel  McKee,  Aleitndcr 
McKim,  Winiam  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  MilchiB.  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholaa  R,  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,^ 
emiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mmnford, Thomas  NewhPf 
Thomaa  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  J*hn  P<"^''!t 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tcnne»*j  JJ*** 
thias  Richards,  Samnel  RinggoM,  John  Roan^En^ 
Root,  John  Ross,  Bfieneaer  Sage,  Thoaaa  8aB«*^ 
Lemnal  Sawyer,  John  A.  Seedder,  BbMSier  80i«f< 
Adam  Seybert,  8aBine|  Sbaw,  "Daniel  Sbeftr,  V^ 
Smelty  John  ^nifie,  Geoi«e  SaMth,  Jeha  Saiilk,  am- 
net  8mijth,Heia7  Souttiai:d,  Riohard  6tanfai{J»f 
Thomimi,  Uii.l>a«7,  George  M.  IVoap,  Chaiieirv- 
ner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakiey,  Robert  Withenpooa,  •*» 
Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Rhea  of  Teane^ee,  adverting  to  the  pit«?^ 
want  of  limit  to  the  time  when  Great  Bntwn 
might  revoke  her  unlawful  edicis,-and  ^etfianag 
his  opinion  that  the  section  as  it  oow  stood  coo- 
trayened  the  eompaet  with  Prancej  mored  j> 
amend  it,  so  aa  to  read—**  if  Great  BrittJa  «*•", 
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on  or  before  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  have  so 
revoked  or  modified,  ^c.  then  the  President,"  dbc. 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  &c. 

Mr,  R.  spoke  in  support  of  hi^  proposition,  de- 
claring that  if  the  sebiion  was  amended  as  be 
proposed)  be  should  vote  for  it ;  ptherwise  not. 

Mr»  Lyon  called  for  a  division  of  the  (^ueation, 
•o  as  to  take  it  distinctly  on  striking  out.. 

Mr,  Waioht  supported  jMr.  Rhea's  motion  at 
leii^b,  on  the  ground  that^  as  it  now  stood,  the 
bill  contemplated  a  direct  violation  of  the  compact 
witk  France,  by  which  we  irad  engaged  to  pro- 
hibit importation  after  the  jexpi ration  of  tbree 
nontbs  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation.  The 
attempt  of  the  Legislaturre  to  explain  or  declare 
the  intent  of  tt  taw  he  considered  an  usurpation 
of  judicial  powers. 

The  question  on  .strikiug  out  the  words  pro- 
poaed  to  be  erased  by  Mr.  Rhea^s  motion  was 
decided  by.  yeas  and  nays.  For  striking  but  23; 
against  it  92,  as  follows : 

TiAt— -William  Andenon,  David  Bard,  Joeeph  Cal- 
■hoao,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Cloptoiii  William 
Ciawford,  WiUiam  £ly,  Barent  Oardenier,  Willii^ai 
Hale,  Daniel  Heiiteri  Jonathan  H.  Hubkard,  Ebenezer 
Huntington,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aleixander  McKim,  Nicb- 
oiai^R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, John  Roane,  Erasttis  Roo^  John  A.  8cndder,  8am* 
uel  Shaw,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.^  William  T.  Barry^  Bar- 
well  Bassett,  William  W,  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil-> 
Uam  Batler,  Jot^n  Campbell*  John  C.  Chamberlain^ 
,  £paphroditus  Champion,  Langrdou  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay*  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Davenport, 
jTn  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
"^TilUam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  BaniUai  Gannett, 
Oideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Charles  Goldaborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel 
A.  ^aven,  William  Helms,  Jacob  Hufty^  Richard  Jack- 
aon,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Hichard  AL  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan*  WilHam  Kennedy,.  Joseph 
IjewisJr*f  R^ihertLe  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Xyle,  Nathaniel  Macon*  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
McKee,  WiUiam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  Wil- 
liam Milnor*  John  Montgomery*  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8,  Mnmferd,  Thomas' 
Newbok)«  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph 
Peacson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter^  Eli^a 
B-  Potter,  Josiah  ^ncy*  John  Randolph*  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania*  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Ross*  Ebenezec  dans,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Bbenezer 
Seaver*  Adam  Sleybert,  Daniel  Sheffey^  Dennis  Smf It, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smilh*  Henry  Southard,  Riohardl  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  St^faenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag* 
gartyBsmaminTalLmadge,  John  Thompson,  tJri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke»  Archibald  Van  Horn,'KilItan  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Robert  Weakley,  Esekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  WaiQBT  fenewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  incorporate  in  the 
bill  a  provision  for  requiring,  as  a  tine  qua  non 
to  the  revocation  of  the  noa-intereeurse,  an  ar- 
Tangement  for  the  s'artender  of  impressed  Amer- 
tean  teamen. 


He  proposed  to  make  some  remdrks  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed — yeas 
59  nays  50. 


TuESUAT,  February  26. 

The  following  Message  from  the  PRBSinBiiT  of 
THE  United  States,  received  yesteirday,  was 
read,  as  follows : 
lb  the  House  of  Representatiffei  of  the  United  States  .• 

f  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repreientatives  reports 
fiom  the  Superintendent  of  the  City,  and  the  Surveyor 
of  the  PublM  Buildings,  complying  with  their  leaola- 
tiofli  of  the  Iburteenth  of  January,  i 

JAMEB  ICADI80N. 

FiaauAmir  35, 1811. 

A  message  fi^om  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa^ed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  for  the  nnal  adjustment  of  claims 
to  lands,  add  for  the  sale  of  the  public,  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
appraved  the  sixteenth  of  February.  1810,"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  ant  to  auihorisee  tne  payment  of 
certain  earttficates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
other,  purpoaes  '^  to  which  bills  they  desire  the 
eoneurrenee  of  this  House.     -^ 

GUI^ERAL  WILKINSON. 
.  Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Jas. 
Wilkineon,  reported  an  immense  mass  of  docu- 
ments collected  on  the  subject,  without  any  opin- 
ion expressed  thereon  by  the  committee. 

A  motion  was  oMide  by  Mr.  Bacon  that  the 
report  and  dooumeAts  be  transmitted  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

This  motion  was  opposed,  because  that  it  was 
aending  to  the  President  a  mass  of  paper  of,  the 
contents  of  wlfich  they  knew  nothing;  and  that 
it  would  be  shifting  the  burden  from  the  shoulders 
of  the  House,  who  had  voluntarily  taken  it  up, 
on  those  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  feference  was  supported  on  the- ground  of 
a  similar  proceedLnff  in  relation  to  papers  hereto- 
fore submitted  to  the  House  in  respect  to  that 
subject,  and  of  the  abstract  propriety  of  referring 
to  the  Executive,  who  alone  had  power  to  remove 
Genecal  Wilkinson,  and  who  had  been  supposed 
to  be  precluded  by  the  interposition  of  the  House 
from  acting  on  those  documents  which  should  go 
to  establish  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  refer  tl^e  papers  toa  Cooa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  Having  commenced  thb 
inquiry^  for  which  be  himself  had  voted,  he  was 
of  opibion  that  the  House  should  prosecute  it  to 
some  result^  and  not  shift  the  responsibility  frooa 
tehmselves  on  others. 

Mr.  Randolph  seconded  Mr.  EppEie's  motion; 
and,  after  debate. 

Mr.  Eppb8*8  motion  was  negatived — yeas  4^ 
nays  81,  as  follows :  . 

Y»AS— WilUs  Alston,  jr.,  William  T.  Barry,  Adam 
Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Crawibrd,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  F)ranklin, 
Bartdlai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardn^,  Wi°%^  Ghols<»i, 
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Peteraon  Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
John  Love,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  M-orrow,  Gurdon  8. 
Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Benjamin  Pickman,jr., 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  John  Ross,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seyhert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — Joseph  Allen, Wflliani  Anderson,  David  Bard» 
Borwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah'  Bigelow, 
Danid  Blaisdell»  James  Breckenridge,  Rbbert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John 
C  Chamberlain,  William  Chambertin»  Epaphroditus 
Chumpion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  ChittendMi,  Jas. 
Cochran,  John  Davenport,  Jr.,^  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Barent  Gardepier,  Charles, 
Goldsboroughf  Thomas  R.  Qold,  Edwin  Gray,' William . 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,'  Daniel  Heifer,  Jona^aik 
H.  Hiibbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, 
Jr^  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Wflliam  Kennedy,  Herman  Kniokerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyio,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  MattiMws,  Archibald  McBryde,  8am- 
«d  McKee,  Alexander  McKim^  William  Milnor,  Sam- 
uel L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosdey,  Tliomas  Newton,.  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy.  John  Rhea  of  Tehncssee,  Ebe- 
nezer Sage,  Thomas  8ammons,Jobn  A.  Scudder,  Ebe- 
neier  Seaver,  Daniel  8he£fey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Sunford,  John  Stanley, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Luban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wi^Mn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as  to 
iticlude  the  report  of  the  committee;  of  the  hst 
sesMOD  on  this  5 abject. 

This  motiod  was  opposed,  because  the  testi- 
mony taken  last  sejtsion  was  ex  parte^  Qeneral 
Wilkinson  not  having  been  heard  id  hie  defence; 
and  supported  on  the  ground  of  the  allusion  made 
to  that  report  in  the  report  of  the  present  session. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to^yearSS,  nays 
32,  as  follows: 

Yajfats^oaeph  Allen,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwdl 
Basseii,  lliliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  l)aniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Cbamberlin,  Epaphroditus  ChampioQ,  Lang- 
don Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Barzillai  Gannett,  Bartot  Gardenier,Giaeon  Gard- 
ner, Thomas  Gholfion,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Qiiiy,  William 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jadkson, 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Herman  Knick- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchillf  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 


Jonathan  O..  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  Josepb  Pev- 
fon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUAi  I 
Potter,  Josiah  QuinCy,  John  Randolph,  Jolui  Ret  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomu 
Sammons,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  Georp 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Staoibfi 
John  Stanley.  Lewis  B.  Sturges,' Jacob  Swoope,  8111- 
u'el  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Qmp 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  hfa, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Rota 
Weakley*  Laban  Wheaton,  Eackiel  WhitaMn,  ims 
Wilson,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright 
«  Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WilUaoi  Aadenon,  JkH 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Br<mn,  Joseph  Calhou, 
John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Wii. 
Uam  Prndley,  James  HoUand,  Jacob  Hnitj,Wikr 
Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron .  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKinley,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nicbohi  R. 
Moore,  Gurdon  8;  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samael  RId^ 

fold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  A.  Scoddo, 
Ibenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Saitiie,  Heniy 
Southard,  and  Robert  Whitehili. 

The  question  on  the  motion  aa  amended,  rix: 
to  transmit  the  ret>orts  of  the  last  and  preseotKs- 
sioQ  to  the  Presrdeift  of  the  United  Sutes,  wu 
taken,  an4  decided  in  the  affirmative— f ess  %^ 
nays  42,  fis  fullows: 

Yaia— JoMiph  Allen,  WiUiam  T.  Barry,  Borwdl 
Bassett.  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Duid 
BlaisdeU,  Janves  Breckenridge,  William  fiatler.JohB 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WlHiara  Chunber- 
lin,  Epaphroditns  Chai^apion,  Langdon  Chevei,  Mu' 
tin  Chittenden,.  James  Cochran,  John  Dateoport.  jf •» 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Bireot 
Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomoi  R>  ^' 
Eawin^Gray,  WilKam  Hale,  Nathaniel  ^  Hateo, 
Daniel  Heister,'  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebmcur 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  JenkiiJ 
William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jottph 
Lewis  jr.,  Edward  St.^Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Uf^ 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Hacon,  Yinceat 
Maltthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pfcij' 
ant  M.  MUler,  WUliam  Milnor,  S^nel  L.  MiW 
Thomaa  Moore,  Jonathan  (X.  Moseley,  Thomu  New- 
ton, Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Tiaog 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUsha  R.  Potter  haa 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PenneyNm 
'John  Ross,  Eb<$nezer  Sage,  I)aniel  Sheiey,  D^^ 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  SfliA 
John  SUnley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  W- 
Taggart,  Benjamm  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tncjt  W«J»» 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Bjmj 
selaer,  Robert  Weakley,  I^aban  Wheaton,  £»* 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  Robert  Witherspoon,  iod 
Robert  Wright  «.^ 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Aiidenon,  Dtw» 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Biown,  Wiiliim  A.  wr- 
weU,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Olav,  John  (*P»»» 
AVilliam  Crawford,  John  Datirson,  John  W.  EPP^ 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomw  Gfi«- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  W' 
Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Aton/J« 
McKim,  William  McKinley,  John  Montgoin«C^.  W*^' 
olas  R.  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Wf^^fJ 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneseec,  Mttthii* 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Koane,  BrMW 
Root,  John  A.  Scudder  Ebenesto  Seaver,  Adam  »^ 
bcrt,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe,  Henry  Soiitt«^» 
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H.  OP  R. 


^Teorge  M.  Troop,  ChM'let  Tunicflr,  jr.,  and  Kobert 
IVhhehrll. 


A  committee  was  then  ap 
the  President  of  the  United 
papers. 


pointed  to  wart  on 
States  with  those 


MORTALITY  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
[    ^inquire  into  tiie  causes  of  the  late  mortality  of 

the  Army  near  New  Orleans^  niade  a  report. 
L         £The  report  includes  )[nany  documents^  and  re^ 
I     fers  to  the  opinion  expressea  in  the  report  of  last 
I     year^as  unchanged  by  anything  which  has  sjnce 
■     appeared.] 

'         Mr.  Newton  said,  as  the  I^ouse  had  just  now 
'      aent  a  large  parcel  of  documents  to  the  President 

OQ  a  subject  not  untfonnected  with4bis,  be  moved 
'      that  this  report  take  the  same  oou^se* 
I         Mr.  Crawford  (^  member  oC  the  committee 

of  investigation)  opposed  this  reference,  and  went 

OD  to  assign  reasons  why  another  coune  ought  to 
'     be  pursued. 

Some  conversation  arb^eas  to  the  proper  mode 
[     of  proceeding  in  this  case ;  but,  6nallyj  a  motion 

of  Mr.r  Bppeb  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to-mor- 
\     4row  was  carried. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE.       * 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
•btlT  supplementary  to  the  ^ct  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse,  ^. 

Mr.  Wright  withdrew  the  motion  he  made 
i>efore  the  House  adjourned  yes^rday,  and  in 
ibe  place  of  it  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
read  to  this  effect : 

<«  Provided  Great  Britsin  diall,  on  or  before  the  2d 
-dmy  of  February,  1811,  have  so  levoked  or  modified 
^•r  edicts,  Si^  or  shall  before  the  .4th  Juij,  I811,,have 
made  such  arrangements  with  the  United  States  rela- 
rdye  to  the  surrender  of  impressed  American  seamen, 
.mm  shall  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  before  that  day  shall  have  so  re- 
Toked,  dtc,  then  the  President  to  issue  his  proclama- 
-tlon,'*  dec 

Mr.  W.  supported  this  motion  by  observations 
at  some  length  ob  the  propriety  of  interdicting 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  on  general. con- 
sideratioos-^on  account  of  her  conduct  to  the 
XJpifed  States.     In  support  of  that  opinion,  he 

gubted  the  resolutions  of  Congress  in  1793;  and 
e  spoke  on  the  necessity  of  ol^ervin^  with  good 
faith  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  France, 
which  he  conceived  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as 
going  directly  to  contravene.  Mr.  W.  dwelt  em- 
phatically on  the  hardships  endured  by  our  citi- 
zens in  servitude  on  board  of  British  men  of  war, 
and  lamented  the  apathy  which  apri^ared  to  pre- 
vail in  relation  to  their  sufferings.  Was  property 
more  dear  than  life  or  liberty,  that  it  should  ex- 
cite so  much  higher  an  interest,  and  occupy  so 
much  more  of  the  time  of  the  House?  He  then 
quoted  the  retaliatory  law  of  1798  in  relation  to 
the  impressment  dec.,  of  American  seamen  by 
French  vessels;  and  he  recommended  in  strong 
terms,  the  adoption  of  similar  measures  at  this 
day  in  relation  to  England.  He,  also,  took  a 
wide  scope  of  remark  on  our  foreign  relations 


generally,  and  made  some  comments  on  Mt. 
QutNCT's  speech  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Garoenier  spoke  at  length  against  the 
bill,  in  principle  and  detail.  He  occupied  the 
time  of  the  House  about  three  hours,  during 
which  time  there  was  more  than  one  interrup- 
tion for  the  want  of  a  quorum,  and  by  motions  re 
adjourn.  He  took  the  ground,  in  its  widest  lati* 
tudd,  of  the  want  of  faith  towards  us  in  France^ 
and  a  different  conduct  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit* 
ain.  He  intimated  that  the  bill  was  rn  fact,  if 
not  in  intention,  a  complianee  with  the  wishes  of 
Bonaparte;  but,  although  so  far  conformable  to 
his  policy,  was  yet  not  such  a  measure  as  would 
satisfj  his  insatiable  ambition,  on  which  he  par- 
ticularly dwelt,  01"  retrieve  from  his  grasp  the 
vast  amount  of  property  under  sequestration  in 
the'ports  of  France  and  her  dependencies,  dbc.' 
He  deprecated  the  prostration  of  Great  Britain, 
as  removing  the  obstacles  to  universal  conquest; 
and,  even  if  this  measure  could  be  coercive^ 
which  he  utterly  denied,  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr..  Holland  replied  to  Mr.  Gardbnierj  and 
supported  Mr;  Wriobt's  amendment.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  bill,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
would  be  a  departure  from  our  contract  with- 
France,  and  #a8  not  taking  tj^at  high  stand,  iq 
relation  to  Great  Britain,  wh|ch  eircumstaneea 
called  for. 

When-  Mr.  Holland  concluded,  another  mo- 
tion was  made,  by  Mr.  Ranoolpb,  to  adjourn, 
and  negatived — yeas  31,  nays  72. 

Mr.  &NICKBRBACKBR  spoke  at  large  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bill.  He  appeared  to  be  averse  to  the 
non-iitercourse  system  throughout,  and  to  depre* 
caie  all  restriction  oa  commerce.  He  appeared 
more  particularly  to  dread  its  demoralizing  influ- 
ence, and  its  pernicious  effectis  in  disturbing  the 
order  and  steady  habits  of  society. 
'  Mr.  Roes  spoke  also  against  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem generally,  to  which  it  was  known  he  had  in 
general  been  opposed ;  but  when  he  heard  the 
cpur^  which, had  beei^  purstied  by  ikt  gentlemea 
from  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  (Messrs. 
Gardbnier  and  ClutNOT,)  designed  to  criminate 
the  Administration,  he  felt  bound  to  give  his  sop* 
port  to  the  bill,  and  to  oppose  t^e  amendment 
which  wem  to  embarrass  its  progress.  Mr.  R. 
iRade  a  number  of  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gar- 
denier'b  -observations  on  the  subject  of  Freneli 
usurpation,  d&c;.  showing  that  it  had  no  conpiex- 
ion  witli  the  subject  pnder  discussion. 

Mr.  Rhea  followed  in  siipport  of  Mr.  WRiOHT'a 
proposed  amendment,  urging  the  nei^essity  of 
taking  a  strong  ground  in  relation  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, who  had  so  unceasingly  shown  a  disposition 
to  do  us  inj[ury.  He  expatiated  on  the  necessitf 
of  performing  with  good  Taith  our  stipulations 
with  Franee,>and  of  seizing  the  moment  which 
appeared  favorable  for  obtaining  the  release  of 
our  citizens,  6ce,  Not  to  adopt  the  ameadment, 
now  it  was  proposed,  would  be  a  surrender  of  our 
rights  as  to  the  seamen. 

Mr.  Dawson  entreated  that  gentlemen  would 
permit  the  question  to  be  taken,  that  the  mercan- 
tile interest  of  the  country  might 'know  what  to 
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expect.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  all  tbe 
speeches  that  could  be  made  would  now  affect  a 
siogle  Tote  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Lyon  spoke  agaiost  tbe  ameDdment,  as 
merely  another  impediment  to  a  settleooleDt  pf 
differences  with  Great  Britain.  The  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  he  again  alluded  to  as  having  been 
drawn  into  question  to  increase  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  a  settlement  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  fipPES  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
tbe  law  of  last  session  barely  required  of  both 
nations  a  reyocation  of  its  edicts  as  the  condition 
of  a  renewal  of  commercial  intercourse ;  and  o;ie 
of  them  having  retol^d  its  edicts  and  received 
the  benefit  of  the  lawj  and  it  not  being  kaowb 
whether  the  other  had  or  bad  not  revolted  its 
edicts  before  the  2d  February,  he  ^as  opposed  to 
annexing,  as  a  condition  for  the  renewal  of  inter* 
course  wit)i  the  latter,  a  demand  unsimilar  to 
any  made  of  the  other,  and  irrelevant .  to  the 
question  at  issue.  As.  well  might  the  afi^ir  of 
the  Chesapeake,  d^  be  attached  to  it,  or  satis- 
faction required  of  France  for  burning  our  ves- 
tela  on  the  high  s^as,  or  for  seqvi^stering  our 
]^roperty  in  her  ports,  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  pet- 
lormance  of  our  compact  with  her,  as  this  propo- 
rtion be  adopted.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  io 
remove  doubts  existing  in^the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  law  of  May  last,  and  to 
relieve  a  part  of  our  own'  citizens.  It  was  not-  to 
impose  new  aonditiona  to  the  contract  already 
offered. 

Mn  Wbioht  replied  with  considerable  warmth. 
He  was  not  for  vi^latiog  our  faith  by  imposing 
new  conditions;  but  Great  Britain  had  utterly 
refused  to  accept  the  proffered  epgagement.  widiin 
the  time  apeeined ;  aqd  the  time  wa^  as  much  an 
ingredient  in  the  proposition  as  the  iact  itself. 
Having  refused  to  aeeede  to  our  proposition,  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  our  faith  with  Frapce  now, 
after  the  time  had  elapsed,  if  Great  Britain  was 
permitted  to  come  in  and  resume  intercourse 
with  ua  on  a  bare  revocation  of  her  edicts. 

Mr.  Gabdkmibr  again  spoke.  Be  urged  to 
gentlemen  en  the  same  side  of  the  House  as  the 
ffentleman  from  Maryland,'  to  reflect  whether,  as 
France  ha4  required  us  to  cause  Grca(  Britain  to 
respect  our  rights^  the  rejection  of  this  proposi- 
tion (for  impressment  unquestionably  injured  our 
rights)  would  not  be  deemed  a  failure^oa  our  part 
to  perform  the  conditions  required  by  Napoleon 
as  prerequisite  to  tbe  revocation  of  his  decrees. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Whight's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative-*yeas 
2i,  nays  83,  at  follows : 

Tbas — William  Anderson,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin 
Ghittendsni  John  Clopton,.  William  Crawford,  Joseph 
,  Desha,  Barent  GardeniaV,  Jas.  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Alexander  McKim,  WilUam  McKia- 
Isy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matlhias  Richards^ 
John  Roane,  John  A.  Scndder,  Robert  Whitehill,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats — Joseph  AUen,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  David 
Bard,  BarweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abgah 
Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckei^dge,  Rob- 


ert Browir,  William  A.  Burweli,  William  Butler,  Jidm 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditoa  ChajD- 
pion,  LsDgdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clav,  James  Coch- 
ran, Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  Jun^  John  Daw- 
son, John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  l^indley,  McshadL  Frank- 
lin, Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Charlea  doldsboroogh,  Poteraoii  Goodwyn,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A..  Haven,  Danie] 
Heiater,  Eben^zer  lluntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Joiinson,  Thomas  Kanaa, 
William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis, ,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  LiYingston,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  MH- 
nor,  John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,.^  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Ne\!fton,  John  Nicholson,  Joae|A 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  Timotfaj  Fkkin, 
Jan.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  E}isha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebeneser  Bage,  Thomas  Sammona,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheili^,  Dennis  Bmeit, 
John  Bmilie,  Qeorge  Bm^th,  Henry  Bonthard,  Joha 
StanleyV  James  Btepfaenson,  Lewis  B^Bturgea,  3ama0l 
Tsggait,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun^  Nicholas  Van  Dfke, 
Killian  K.  Tan  Renaselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Lahan 
Wheaton,  Ezekiei  Whitman,  James  AVilsoa,  and  Bob> 
ert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  STuaai:^  then  maved  (at.  tea  o'clock)  an 
adjournment.  He  believed,  if  an  adjourameot 
took  place  this  evening,  the  bill  would  iret  be  de- 
layed to-tnorcow,  otherwise  than  by  the  proposi- 
tioif  of  amendments.    Motion  lost — 61  to  44. 

Mr.  MuMPORD.— I  regret  that  the  question  jost 
taken,  to  redeem  our  fellow- citizens  held  io  bond- 
age on  board  the  floating  dangeons  of  a  foreign 
Power  did  not  prevail.  It  cannot  be  in  serious 
contemplation  to  abandon  the  honest  tars  of  our 
country.  But,  since  the  majority  have  decided 
otherwise,  with  all  due  deference  I  submit.  I 
will  now  proceed,  and  a^k  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  while  f  take 
a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  Observations  which 
fell  ffom  my  collcagae  (Mr.  Gardewier)  ob  oar 
commercial  relations;  and,  as  I  ^ee  him  ja  his 
seat,  I  hope  he  will  correct  me  in  case  I  shoald 
misquote  his  observations.  The  only  question,  in 
my  opinion,  is  not  now  wl^o  began  first  to  make 
aggressions  on  our  commerce;  but  to  consider, as 
Americans,  whether  we  ought  to  put  as  much 
confidence  in^the  proposed  arrangement  with  one 
of  tbe  belligerents,  as  we  did  in  the  arrangement 
made  with  the  other.  We  have  printed  and  sent 
out  to  the  people,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
more  than  thirty  thousand  copies  of  arguments, 
and  we  have  convinced  them  that  we  have  the 
best  of  the  argument,  though  we  have  not  con- 
vinced thera  that  we  have  defended  their  rights^ 
and  the  belligerents  still  persevere  ii^  their  system 
of"  feelingpower  and  forgetting  right."  We  have 
now  ^arrived  at  a  momentous  crisis  in  our  foreign 
relations ;  and  great  would  be  my  satisfaction  to 
hear  that  Great  Britain  had  revoked  her  Orders 
in  Council.  But,,  let  us  look  back,  and  see  what 
prospect  there  is  of  such  an  event.  In  1806,  we 
expected  much  frOm  tbe  Fox  adminii>tration,and 
we  were  met  with  an  Order  of  Council  blockad- 
ing one  thousand  miles  of  coast  from  the  Elbe  to 
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Brest,  aod  tbas  shattiog  yoit  cwc  of  the  most  l«* 
«ratiTe  areaues  of  your  commerce  with  od« 
sQroke  of  the  pen,  and  no  aetoal  force  of  intest- 
ment  to  make  an  eiectnal  hbckade.  Borne  gren- 
tkKuen  iadul^  a  hope  from  the  Regency,  and  I 
0ODfess  I  did  myaelf—- but  I  am  nowoonrinced 
that  we  hare  Dothiog  rery  favoeablt  to  ezpeet 
from'tbem.  It  will  be  a  cbaoge  of  men,'  io  mj 
opinion,  hut  not  a  ofaange  of  principle ;  they  will- 
dot  rary  in  ifaeir  monopoNziiifl^  ey^tem. '  Have 
gentlemen  forsotlen  theOrenvilkadminietratfoB 
^-nnd  be  will  likely  be  the  Prince's  Premier-^ia 
not  the  memorable  Jay  Treaty  within  the  tecc^l- 
ledion  of  the  members  of  this  House,  ezlending 
articles  ta  be  denominated  contraband  of  war,  to 
your  flour  and  salted  provisions  aod  fisb?  and  we 
were  forced  into  Great  Britain  under  the  con- 
struction of  tbst  treaty  with  our  cargoes  of  pro* 
risions,  and  compelled  to  ^kean  hrbitraty  price 
of  ten  per  cent,  profit,  fixed  b^y  the  ^saximnm-  of 
British  merchants  at  the  nod  of  Pitt,  while  those 
wrho  escaped  the  British  fangs,  and  arrived  safe 
io  France,  obtained  more  than  one  imnJred  per 
cent,  profit  for  the  very  satoe  kind  of  articles. 

Mr.  Labottchere,  as  I  have  seen  in  the  papers, 
was  sent  over  to  Qreat  Britain  from  Ring  Louis 
of  Holland^  as  a  confidential  agent^  to  make  over- 
tores^  that,  ia  case  certain  evert ts  taking  place,  t^ 
be  amed  upon  by  the  mpeciive  parties,  Holland 
aliomd  be  taken  under  the  immediate  protectitsn 
of  Great  Britain.  But^  af^  qaany  fruitless  vis- 
its and  notes,  ^be.,  betweea  hrm  and  the  Marquis 
Wellfisley,  (mdeh  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
amuses  Mr.  Pinkney,)  be  returned  to  Htiilatid 
-without  accomplfsbiiig  aivy  specific  object ;  and. 
notwithstanding  the  magnitude- of.  the  trade  of 
Holland  was  so  great,  yet  it  wo«}d  ndt  do  to  ae*" 
cede  to  Mr.  Liboiiehere's  proposals,  as  it  Woold' 
interfere  with  the  syecem  of  the  paper  blockades. 
Sir,  we  have  it  from  high  authority,  that  a  Pfeneh 
Court  of  Prizes^  aod  a^ritish  Conrt  of  Admiral* 
ty  are  as  much  alike)  ait  one  egg  is  like  another. 
I  have  just  received  an  extract  from  a  London 
paper,  dated  December  14,  IStO^and  epnfiri^edby 
letters  from  that  city,  as  foUo ws :  ^*  Thti  case  of 
'  the  Fox,  in  our  Courts  of  Admtraltv,  has  been 
'•gain  postponed;  but  that  of  the' Sloth,. which 

<  was  destined  from  New  York  to  &i.  Sebastian^s, 
'  was^etermined  yesterday  mortiing.aftera  short 
*  hearing.    It  was  decided  on  the  principle  of  the 

<  iav  efbhckade^  as  declared  in  our  Orders  of 
'  Cooooil,  that  this  vessel  was  lawful  prise  to  the' 
'  eaptors,  and  she  was  condemned  accordingly.^' 
I  will  now  inform  the  House,  on  m^  ownrespoo- 
sibUity,  that  I  saw  this  vessel  loading  iit  she  port 
of  New  York  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  of  difierent 
kinds^  aod  Some  logwood,  and  that  I  saw  the  doo- 
omeots,  and  of  my  own  knowledge,  can  state, 
that  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  truly  and  bonaflde 
American  property,  and  sailed  from  New  York 
for  St.  Sebastian's  after  the  receipt  of  the  Duke 
of  Cafjbre's  leuer  of  5th  Apgust^  taken  and  sent 
into  England'  ia  the  month  pfNovember  last,  and 
now  condemned.  Here,  sir,  is  the  practical  in- 
ter]^retation  of  the  British  cabinet  in  relation  to 
their  Orders  ia  Coaneil ;  it  is  worth  more  than 


all  and  any  other  n^eaos  you  can  employ  to  ob«^ 
tain  correct  data  on  #hich  we  can  form  a  correct 
opinion,  it  being  a  plain  matter  of  fact.  The  old 
lererdc'main  is  still  going  on.  Sir  William  Scott 
belongs  to  the  Privy  Council,  Marquis  Wdlesley 
also.  Who  can  say,  that  there  is  not  an  under- 
standiirg  between  them  ?  I  am  sure  I  cannot. 
But,  oMiy  we  not  presume  that  it  has  a  squinting 
that  way4  especially  when  we  peruse  the  corre- 
spondeiMse  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  and  observe  that  while 
the  Marquis  Wellesley  is  amusing  him,  Sir  Wil* 
li4m  Scott  is  ooademoiog'real  5ofta  fiU  Ameri- 
can property.        .  ' 

My  colleague  told  you  that,  of  the  erticles  of 
that  part  of  the  country  you  came  from,  and  the 
articles  of  the  growth  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
nin^y-hine  hundred ths^  find  a  British  market.  I 
will  itisure  my  colletigue  that  if  he  will  persevere 
in  those  markets  under  the  present  state  of  things, 
it  will  tenbinate  in  the  otter  ruin  of  him  who 
sbaM  continue  in  that  market,  and  shall  do  no 
other  bnsiness  but  confine^  himself  exclusively  to 
a  British  market.  H^  said  that  Great  Britain  ar- 
rests jbm  vessels  And  saves  them  iVom  the  Em- 
peror of  France.  Very  frue,  sir ;  but  she  takes 
good  care  to  appf^pKaite  the  vessels  and'  cargbes 
to  her  own  use.  Of  w)iat  conseqtjfence  is  it  to  an 
American  to  b^  t,p\d  that  this  one  or  that  one  rob- 
bed him  the  most?  Itmskesnodifiereiice  to  him  | 
he  knows.  hoWever,  that  he  has  lost  his  property 
between  them.  My  colleague  seemed  to  argue  ae 
though  this  bill  was  a  non-intercourse  altogether 
with  England.  No  such  thing.  He  may  ^export 
to  that  country  when  and  where  he  pleases  in  her 
dominions,  but  cannot  import  from  them ;  but  1 
will  assure  him  that  he  snail  be  met  with  s«ch 
heavy  ini  positions  and  restrictions,  that  he  #iu 
very  soon  regret  that  he  had  nndertaken  to  sentl 
the  [produce  of  his  country  tea  British  market  at 
tbe,|>resent  time.  It  is  ver^r  true,  we  caii  send 
our  fle«r  to  Ltsboniaad  Cadiz  td  a  good  market, 
hut  will  tbat  gentleman,  or  any  other,  undertake 
to.  say  that  a  tharket  for  the  produce  of  his  coun- 
try shall  depend  upon  the  fMrecarious  issue  of  a 
doubtful  battle  ?  What  would  be  the  consequence  ■ 
if  the  battle  sbcTuld  turn  in  favor  of  the  French 
Emperor,  on  th^  markets  of  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  ? 
CoiHd  we  then  go  there,  if  we  do  not  comply 
with  the  contract  of  our  own  law  of  May  1st, 
18101    . 

When  1  hear  of  Freiich  privateers  taking  y6iir 
vessels  near  your  own  shores ;  a  British  schooner 
firing  into  one  of  your  regular  packet  coastera 
from  New  York  to  Charleston,  escaped  only  by 
siifperior  saiitog.  and  the  same  schooner,  off 
Charleston  light-boose,  forcibly  enter  one  of  your 
innocent  trading  vessels,  and  peseroptorily  de- 
mand a  citizen  of  our  country,  who  had  a  regular 
protection  from  the  collector  of  Boston ;  and,  on 
being  asked,  why  the  mad  was  detained  1  the  an- 
swer was,  ^We  want  men,  and  we  will  have 
them  :^^--*Is  it  possible  that  such  ontrageous  con- 
duct can  be  called  an  afiair?  1  do  hope  we  shall 
soon  make  use  of  more  energetic  and  stronger  ar- 
guments thap  we  have  heretofore  done,  in  order 
I  to  protect  the  liberty  of  the  cit^eajfliluah  j^eraoa 
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and  in  his  property  ;  and,  wb^n  in  order,  I  will 
Mng  forward  a  motit)n^  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Blaisdell  next. took  the  floor.  He  went 
«tnto  a  lengthy  examination  of  tiie  presebt  and 
pSLSt  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  arriiigning  the 
measures  of  the  Administration  for  several  years 
past,  and  ^deprecating  the  passage  of  the  pre$ftit 
iill,  as  merely  a  continuation  of  the  system  oftbe 
past  6ve  years.  When  he  had  been  speaking  half 
an  hour,  or  thereabouts,  it  was  discovered  that  a 
•quorum  of  the  House  was  not  present,  several 
oierobers  having  at  onc«  withdrawn  from  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wriort,  (at 
quarter  past  eleven,)  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in 
the  negatives-yeas  10,  nays  65,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Joseph  Allen,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  WiHiam 
Hale,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Beniamin  Pickman, 
junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Roes,  Killtan  K. 
y  an  Rensedaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis- Alston^jan^  WM- 
Uam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WiUiaaa 
W,  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WUliaAr  A.  Burwell*  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calbonn,  Limgdon  Chevea,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Ciochran^  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
William  Findlev,  Mcsback  Franklin,  BaizUlai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholsony  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  ^  Hufly,  Ebenezer 
Huntington,  Richiard  M,  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Samuel  Rhiggold,  John  Roanis,  Erastus 
Root,  Bbenezer  8ige,  Thomas  Sammons,  £t>encaer 
9eaver,  darauel  Bhaw^  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie. 
George  Smith,  Heniy  Sonthard,  John  Thompson,  Urr 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlds  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  EMskiel  Whitman,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Bi^aisobll  proceeded  in  hu  speech* 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  there  was  m>t  a 
quonim.  Sereral  'metebers  having  withdi^wn, 
a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  Without  effect 
eight  only  voting  for  it; 

A  quorum  appeared,  and  Mr.  Bi.aibdbll  again 
proceeded  in  bis  historical  review  of  the  events 
of  the  last  year,  and  analysis  of  the  documents* 
reapeciUg  our  foreign  relations,  presented  to  Con- 
gress at  the  present  session.  The  following  are 
his  remarks  entire: 

Mr.  BLAiaoELL.— -Mr.  Speaker :  Nothing  would 
induce  me  to  address  you  at  this  late  hour,  while 
there  is  so  great  a  commotion  in,  and  so  man^ 
tokens  of  iotoatience  manifested  by,  the  House, 
hut  a  sense  of  dutv,and  a  desire  to  lend  (ny  feeble 
aid,  in  arresting  the  progress  of  a  measure  which, 
in  my  opinion,  involves'a  question  of  no  less  dm- 

Eortance  .than  whether  we  are  prepared,  after 
avipg  been  insulted,  robbed,  and  deceived,  by ' 
the  French  Emperor,  to  follow  the  fatal  example 
of  the  petty  servile  States  of  Europe,  and  throw 
this  people  into  the  embraces  of  that  mqnster,  at 
whose  perfidy  and  corruption  Lucifer  blushes  and 


Hell  itself  sunds  astonished.  If  I  understadd  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  its  principle  object  is  to  renew  the  doq- 
iatercoorstf  of  1809,  so  far  as  it  respects  Great 
Britain,  which  was  previously  attempted  to  be 
revived  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  second  of  November  last.  I  should  have  sup- 
posed that,  rather  than  have  made  so  glaring  a 
confession  that  that  State 'paper  had  misstated 
fact,  the  gentlemab  Would  have  been  disaoaded 
from  Jns  darting  object,  the  non-intercoorse.  Bm 
it  seems  tti»t  when  it  cornea  in  eompetrtioD  with 
the  views  of  Napoleon,  the*  veracity  oftbe  Presi- 
dent m«st  be  sacrificed.  But.  sir,  coovigkced  as  I 
am,  that  onr  paper  war,  which  has  been  applied 
to  all  purposes,  even  to  calling  ont  the  armf. 
raising  the  militia,  pressing  the  horses,  dbc.  and 
sending  them^on  an  expedition  the  distance  of 
'five  hundred  miles,  with  express  orders  not  to 
figbc,  has  damned  th^  character  of  thi»  €k>veni- 
ment,  broken  down  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  em- 
barrassed our  citizens,  and  emptied  the  late  over- 
flowing Treaaury,.so  as  to  render  the  reeert  u> 
borrowing  n««cessaryj  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
amefidment  on/your  table  wilft  be  rejoeted  to  give 
place  to  an  amendment  differed  some  days  ago  by 
an  honorable  gentleman  from^  New  York,  (Mr. 
Emott,)  when  thia  bill  was  under  discusaioa  ia 
Coinmittee  of  the  Whole. 

Sir,  if  1  understand  that  amei>dmeiit,  it  went 
to  suspend  the  whole  restrictive  system,  except 
the  third  action  of  the  law  of  May  last,  which 
saves  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  ooder  our  va- 
rious resirictibns.  This  amendment,  to  be  sare, 
changes  the  position  recommended  bv  the  Exec* 
uiive.  bttt  not  mueh  more  than  the  bill,  with  the 
addition  of  the  amendment  now  under  considera* 
tion.  Althohgh  it  becomes  this  House  to  pay 
'due  deference  to  Execotiv«recQinmcfndatioiis,Tet, 
if  there  are  good  reasons  for  a  departure  from  soth 
recorotnendations,  ft  equally  becomes  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  out  of  a  r^fard  to  the  corrHt- 
ne^sof  their  own  proceeding's,  to  nuke  sach  a  de- 
parture correspond  with  the  renins  which  pro- 
duced it.  The  posiu'on  recommended  by  tbf  Ex- 
ecutive made  h6  first  appearance  in  a  short  para- 
graph in  X the  President's  Message,  recomtneodiiig 
such  a.  modification  of  the  law  of  May  last,  as 
would  remove  all. doubts  as  to  its  exposition  and 
exocution ;  for  the  details  of  such  modificatioa 
we  are  referred  to  the  import  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  la  this  Report  we  find  a  project 
recommended  to  enforce  the  non-imporutioB 
against  English  mercbaiKlise  of  every  kind  and 
from  ev#rf  coOntry.  In  the  first  place,-by  mak- 
ing the  proclamation  of  the  President,  declaring 
that  the  French  edicts  had  ceased  to  i^iolate  our 
netitral  commerce  on  the  first  day  of  November 
last,  the  only  evidence  of  that  fact ;  and  io  the 
second  place,  by  authorizing  the.  officera  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  to  enter  ships,  dwelling-houses, 
stores,  or  any  other  place,  to  search  for  and  seize 
merchandise  suspected  of  being  imported  con* 
trary  to  law,  and  making  a  donation  of  the  boon 
so  seized  to  the  wretch  who  should  be  hardy 
enough,  in -defiance  of  ail  moral  oli)i£»tioo,  thm 
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to  rob  bis  Dieigbbor;  aod  ia  ibe  third  pi^ee,  by 
(leclariq^  aU  mere  band  isa  ao  aeiz^  in  the  Norths 
ero  sectioa  ,of  the  Uaioo,  adjoining  tbe  Briiiab 
provinipea^  to  be  forfaiied,  vimess  by  a  palpable 
inversion  of  the  rgle  of  evideoce  in  all  other 
caaesj  and  eren  in  tbis  eas^  adopted  ia  all  other 
aecttoDs  of  the  Union,  he  Is  abU  to  prove  that  the 
merchandise  was  legally  imported  and  the  duties 
paid-*with  many  oiiber.  prorisioos,  all  o(f  which 
have  been  laid  before  this  Houae,  in  the  first  bill 
on  the  subject  reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  For- 
eign Kelatioos,  tht  details  of  whieh  are  too  well 
recollected  to  need  poinding  out,  or  to  be  auflered 
to  meet  a  public  investigation  at  thin  tioae; 

But,  sir.  witK  all  due  deference  tOvtbe  bigb^ 
ministerial  officer  who  recommeoded  the  piuject. 
and  likewise  to  the  honorable  commitlee  who  re- 
ported the  billf  I  may  ^  allowed  to  pay  it  die 
complimeat.of  sayins  that,  io-  my.opinioa,  pre^ 
vious  to  the  reisQ  of  that  tyrant^  wbo,  by  a  mili- 
tary force,  aided  by  projects  of  tbis  kind,  baa  de- 
stroyed the  sanctuary  of  jusuce,  and  has  44)read 
pillage,  debaticbefy,  robbery,  and  dfatb,  through- 
out tbe  greater  part  of  EQrope;>sueb  a  bill  as 
that  would  have  bee«  scouted  feom  tbis  Hidl  as 
tbe  Dfoduciiou  of  a  ma4iiMta4  But  on-recetviag 
tbe  Message  of  tbe  President,  coveriogtbe  letters 
of  Mr.  Russell,  the  American  Charg^  desAfiaires 
at  Paris,  stating  that  AmericaQ  yess^ls,  loaded 
with  bonajide  property  of  America^  citizens,  bad 
been  seized  and  sequestered  in  tbe  ports  of  Ffaaee, 
tuidei;  the  Berlin  aad  Milan  decrees;  as  late  as  the 
9tb  of  December,  doubu  seemod  to  arise  in  this 
IiQuse»  whether  tbe  decrees  had  oeased  to  operate 
on  the  first  of  Nof  ember^  as  the  Presidest  had 
declared*  And  ib$  bill  was  aent  back  to  tbe  com* 
iBtxtte,  for  tbe  purpose,  as  I  naderstood,  cTf  brtog- 
ing  io  a  bill  to  suspend  tbe  operatioitof  tbe  Jaw 
of  May  last,  until  we  should  hear  from  Fraaoe, 
whether  tbe  Bmperor  had  disavowed  those  aeis- 
iires,and  whether  tbe  decrees  ba'd  actually  eeased 
to  operate  on.  the  first  of  November.  'And  I  did 
understand  .tbe  boi^raWe  chairman  of  the  com* 
mittee,  and  several  other  geotlemen  on  tbe  other 
side  of  the  House,  to. say  oo  that  oeeasion^  that 
if,  after  we  bad  new  arrivals  from  Franef,  that 
di^  uot  prove  to  be  tbe  ca^  tbev  should  ba  as 
ready  as  aay  gentleman  to  repeal  the  whole  code 
of  reitriaive  lawa  uotil  tbe  Emperor  should  Ieai:n 
to  respect  our  rights.  What  evidence  ba.ve  ^ 
had  since  to  give  us  a  more  favorable  pFospect,as 
it  respects  the  revocatioa  of  the  decrees?  Not  a 
syllable.  But,  on  .the  other,  band,  we  have  con* 
elusive  evidence  that  they  were -not.  so  revoked 
that  their  operation  ceased  on  that  day. 

If  it  be  asked  where  this  evidence  appeals,  tbe 
answer  is  ready,  la  the  first  place, -by  the  letter 
of  the  Grand  Judge,  the  Duke  of  Massa,  to  the 
President  of  the. Council  of  Prizes,  as  also  oy  the 
letter  of  the  Minister  of  Fibaoce  to  the  Director 
General  of  the  Custom5,  both  dated  the  25th  of 
December,  fifteeo  days  after  the  manly  remon- 
strance of  Mr.  Russell,  in  the  case  of  the  Orleaust 
Packet;  ip  which  remonstrance  he  states  the 
outrageous  conduct  of  the  oustom-hpuse  o^ars. 
and  requests  a  pcotupt  aad  spaedy  disavowal  of 


the  seizurea.  aad  that  tbe  property  be  again  placed 
in  the  hanus  of^tbe  owners.  But,  sir,  is  there 
anythiog  in  these  two  letters  which  looks  like  a 
disavowal  of  the  seizure  in  express  violation  of 
the  promise  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  ?  No,  sir.  al- 
though these  letters  were  written  fifteen  clays 
after  the  remoDstraqce  of  Mr,  RusseU.  Instead 
of  this  they  both  agree  tiiat  the  decrees  did  not 
cease  to  operate  on  the  first  of  November,  but  that 
the  property  taken  with  the  Orleaus  Packet, 
and  all  tbe  property  which  should  be  seized  be- 
twaeo  tbe  first  of  November  aad  the  second  of 
Tebrpary,.  must  remain  io  depot  to  wait  tbe  plea- 
sure of  the  Emperor,  on  oiir  causing  our  rights 
to  be' respected  by  Englaod.  . 

But  haw,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  to  cause  our 
rights  to  be  respected  f  Is  it  by  n^ierelv  reviving 
the  law  of  May  last,  as  is  tbiB  object  of  this  ameoo- 
meot?  Gertaialy.this  is  not  their  meaniog;  for 
both  these  letters  have  reference  to  that  law,  as 
well  as  the  proclamation  of  the  President  giving 
it  efiect,  atid  to  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  addressed  to  tbe  collectors  of  the 
several  porta,  enjoining  a  strict  execution  of  that 
.  law.  •  No,  sir,  this  is  pot  what  is  to  be  doue,>vhich 
will  satisfy  the  Emperor.  He  who  flatters  him- 
self that  this,  will  be  su&cient^  shuts  his  eyes 
against  official  evidence  to  the  contrary;  aewell 
in  the  above  recited  letters,  Written  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the.  performance  on  pur  part,  and 
tbe  promise  of  a  performance  on  the  par(  of 
France  on  the  first  day  of  November^  as  in  the 
letter  of  tbe  French  Minister  in  the  United  States 
on  the  12th  of  Decemb^,  in  which  we  are  told 
that  the  French  restrictions  on  our  commerce  are 
not  to  oeas^,  bnt  only  on  tbe  result  of  firm  and 
energetic  measui'es  to  be  adopted  and  persevered 
in  by  the  two  Goyernmei)ts  against  the  common 
enemy. 

But  shall  I  be  told  that  the  letters  of  the  Grand 
Judge  and  Minister  of  Finance  promised  that  the 
property  taken  from  our  citizens  sioce  1st  of  No- 
vember should  be  r^tored,.if  we  cause  the  law  to 
be  carried  into  efifect  after  the  2d  dajr  of  Februa- 
ry, aiKl  therefore  we  were  to  believe  it  and  ought 
to  wait  until  we  bear  whether  that  has  been  the 
case.  .  For  (he  honor  of  ofiy  Government.  I  hope 
not*  Is-  it  really  tome  to  this,  that  we  are  brought 
to  acknowledge  that  the  Duke  of  Cadore  was  cor- 
rect when, he  told  General  Armstrong  that  His 
Majesty  could  place  no  reliance  on  the  American 
Government  ?  No,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  for  hea- 
ven's sake  let  us  not  express  it.  But  what  is  this 
amendment  which  re-enacts  the  law  of  May  last, 
and  such  pitiful  reasoning  as  I  have  beard  on  this 
occasion^  but  placing  our  seal  to  that  infamous 
insinuation?  The  President,  on  the  mere  promise 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  should  cease  to  operate  on  tbe 
first  day  of  November,  placed  fujl  faith  and  reli- 
ance bo  that  promise,.and  issued  his  proclamation 
on.  tbe  2d,  presuming  the  promise  had  been  ful- 
filled^—and.  shall  we  say  that  tbe  Emperor  is  just- 
ifiable in  disbelieving  the  law  of  Mav  last,  sol- 
emnly enacted  by  the  three  branches  or  the  Gor- 
ernment  and  the  President's  proclamation,  toge- 
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ther  with  ihe  Circular  of  the  Seci«tsry  of  the 
Treasury,  en  joining  the  law  to  be  earned  into 
cflfect  t 

I  hope,  dot,  for  if  we  are  become  so  pttifalty 
servile  as  this,  well  miffht  Cadore.  in  bis  letter  of 
February  14th.  1810,  tell  General  Armstrong  that 
the  Americans  were  without  just  poUtical  views, 
without  honor,  and  even  independence.  And  if 
T^e.  by  adopting  this  amendment,  condescend  to 
justify  the  Emperor,  in  his  insnlt  upon  the  plight- 
ed faith  of  our  Government,  in  my  opinion  we 
shall  furnish  the  American  people  and  the  world 
with  just  ground  to  say  Amen  to  the  declarati6n 
of  Cadore  in  that  respect.  Will  any  gedtlemsn 
still  say.  that  the  decrees  ceased  to  operate  on  the 
first  of  November,  since  we  have  had  ofllt^ial  in- 
formation from  the  ti'rench  Gk>vemment  kaelt, 
that  our  vessels  are  to  be  seized,  under  these  de- 
crees until  the  second  of  Februar)r7  I  trust  not. 
Those  gentlemen  who  support  this  atuendment, 
ought  to  recollect  that  the  sections,  whi<^h  go  to 
re  enjict  the  law  of  May  last,  contain  a  confes- 
sion, that  that  law  is  not  now  in  operation ;  for 
if  the  decrees  did  actually  cease  to  operate  on  the 
first  of  November,  no  one  doubts  but  the  law  is 
now  in  full  force,  without  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  When  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee first  offered  his  amiendment,  a  misander* 
standing  seemed  to  take  plate  between  him  and 
two  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  srde  of  the  House, 
viz.  the  gentleman  frqm  Maryland  (Mr.  WftioHT.V 
and  the  gentleman  fVdm  Tennessee,  (Mt^Uhba.) 
which  undoubtedly  happened  in  this  way.  White 
the  honorable  chairman- well  knew  that  the  de- 
crees did  not  cease  on  %he  first  of  November; 
therefore  to  keep  alive  the  spirit,  of  the  laW  of 
May,  which  gave  England  three  mopths  after 
they  clid  cease,  it  became  necessary  to  lengthen 
the  time  for  her  to  revoke;  and  the  oth,er  two 
gentlemen,  as  it  wduld  seem, really  supposed,  that, 
because  Mr.  Pinkney  hftd  said  that  Catfore*s  letter 
wad  precision  itself^  these  decrees  really  did  cease 
to  operate  agreeable  to  that  promise;  although 
we  have  the  official  information  from  Mr.  Rus- 
sell on  our  tables,  that  the  Orleans  Packet  was 
the  first  case  that  had  happened  after  the  first  of 
November,  to  which  the  Berlin  arid  Milan  de- 
crees could  have  been  applied,  ancf  that  they  were 
applied  in  that  case,  and  that  several  late  arrivals, 
which  fefl  France  from  twenty  to  twenty- five 
days  afterwards,  bring  no  infbrmation  from  him 
thatachange  had  taken  place,  and  bad  that  been 
the  case,  he  would  certainly  have  communicated, 
information  to  the  Government  before  the  rising 
of  Congress.  On  the*  contrary,  these  arrivals  con>- 
firm  what  he  had  stated,  and  say,  that  every  ves- 
sel arriring  in  France  shares  the  same  fate.  Mr. 
Speaket,  until  I  heard  those  t#o  gentlemen,  I  did 
suppose  that  no  man  of  commop  sense  could  have 
believed  a  position,  in  .such  direct  opposition  to 
evidence.  And  from  the  opinion  whicn  I  have  of 
the  discernment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, I  think  I  must  have  misunderstood  him,  while 
perhaps  It  may  be  improper  to  include  the  other 
gentleman  in  the  anpnosition. ' 

Sir,  I  seldom  trouble  the  House  with  any  ob- 


aervstloni  of  iHioe,  nor  is  it  mv  iol^ntioo,  at  tkii 
time,  to  exanioe  and  expose  all  the  windiog  aod 
management  which  has  hekn  practised,  to  brinf 
about  sueh  a  state  of  tbia^s  as  to  render  pkssi- 
ble  this  measure  at  this  time.     I  shall,  hdwem, 
examinethe  aoo-interooarse  system  from  the  date 
of  the  law  of  March,  1809,  and  io^utre  whatwai 
its  professed  object?    What  uac  has  been  mk 
x)f  it?    And.ho1v  it  has  been  regarded  by  ibebel- 
ligerente?    And  also- notice  soine  of  its  efieeii 
upon  our  own  citizens  as  well  as  upon  the  Tret- 
sury.    What  must  be  the  inevitable  eoofcqoeoee 
if  this  measure  is  sofiS^red  to  go  into  effect^  I 
take  it  to  amount  to  an  entire  aoo*iaipOrtiitioQaf 
any  of  the  articles,  products,  or  nMuafactores  o( 
iQore  tlian  three-fourths  of  the  civilized  world,to 
which  ourmerohairts  would,  et this  time, rao (be 
risk  of  attempting  voyages;  for,  from  the  Conti* 
uent  of  Europe  no  ooe  returns  unless  at  lite  ei- 
pense  of  this  Government.    The  dorointoos  of 
Great  Britain,  inoludinj|  the  East  and  West  Is* 
dies,  as  well  as  her  European  dotainioos,  ni 
those  on  the  American  Coatineiit,  are  imiaeiie' 
The  products  trt  these  varioue  countries ibnaedt 
princifial  part  of  those  imporiatioDs  ef  the  lut 
year,  which,  while  the  »Mi-intevcouiae slept,  girt 
new  life^and  vigor  to  every  branch  of  bosJM. 
Our  seaports,  which  fhe  year   before  pmuAti 
the  a^oomy  appearance  of  cities  bCMeged  tnr a  bof 
tile  foe,  ai^ia  resumed  the  Appearaoec  or  esiff- 
prise,  industry,  and  wealth.    Thbttsaiids,who  ii 
1600  were  either  a  burden  to  their  friendly  in  the 
poor-house^  or  begging  their  bread  in  ttie  stMed, 
were  in- 1810  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their inihiitrf 
HL  a  comfortable  supply  of  the  o^cessariai  of  lift* 
while  the  farmer  and  planter  sowed  his  seediB^ 
cultivated  his  field,  with  the  com  for  table  prospect 
that  his  crop  ^ould'not  deeay:  on  his  hoad  for 
wairt  of  a  market.    Now.  sir,  although  exporUh 
lion  is  not  imterdicted  by  this  bill,  yet  1  apprdwixl 
the  result  wilt  -be  mtich  the  same.    It  can  htudlf 
be  expected  that  <>reat  Britain  who  geailcna 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  fond  sf  t^ 
ftidering  as  ihe  cause  of  all  our  Commercial  di»- 
tresa,  wiii  condesee6d  to  pay  us  specie  for  oar  prs^ 
doce,  wjitle'our  ports  are  closed,  notoiriy  agw 
her  f  hipping  of  ail  kinds,  but  against  every  irti* 
ele  of  brer  prod  nets  add  manufactures,  as  well  v 
those  of  her  colonies  and  dependencies,  while  tbef 
are  open  to  those  of  her  enemy*    Again,  wkit 
was  the  eibct  of  the  non-intercourse  in  1809  opM 
onr  Treasury?  la  addition  to  thebaokrupiefsttil 
wretchedneset  spread  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
conatry,  we  are  informed*  by  the  aoooal  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  laid  on  ourtabkij 
that  the  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  ner- 
cbflindise  and  tohnage,  accruing  during  that  f^r, 
amounted  to  only  $6,627^000,  while  we  are  in- 
formed in  the  sam^  report,  that  this  source  of  re- 
venue In  the  threefirst  quarters  of  the  year  1610) 
while  commerce  was  free,  amounted  lo  asoinw- 
eeeding  »7,250,000,  and  the  Secreuiry  add^  «*»»« 
hn  believed  the  whole  re  venae  arising  fromflitic| 
on  merchltndtee  and  tonnage  for  that  year  wooM 
amount  to  more  Ihan  912,000,000 ;  makrag  aa  »- 
crease  in  thia  year,  whan  aomme»ce  was  ua- 
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BbMkM,  of  $5:473,000,  notwithnttndiog  all  the 
robberies  of  NapokoD,  whieb  probably  aiDoanted 
to  m3re  cbaiv  forty  miilione,  a  free  importation  of 
the  a?aik  of  %hich  wouUi  bare  greatly  iovreased 
the  revenae  of  that  y^ar.  From  this  Tie?r  of  the 
aobjeet,  we'ftod  a  deficit,  in  the  re?enue  of  1809, 
eaoKed  by  this  measare*,  of  $5^73,000,  aod,.  ia  ao- 
tieipation  of  the  effects  of^th»[aw  now  abovt  to 
be^enaeted,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ry  has,  in 
the  same  report^  recommended  an  immediate  ad- 
ditiODal  dtity  to  bf  laid  upon  importations,  trhich, 
together  with  the  hiprh  dot^s  already  established 
\rf  law,  he  thinkrwill  not  a  mono  t  to  more  than 
f8,000000,  mailing  an  anticipated  deiciencf  in 
the  next  year's  revenue,  otcasioned  by  ibif  mea* 
sare,  of  $4,000^000  compared  m\h  that  of  1810. 
But  if  we  compare  the  revenae  arising  from  du- 
ties on  merchandise  and  tonnage  during'  the  year 
1809,  while  eonHneroe  was  restricted  by  the  noii- 
intetcoorse,  with  what  it  was  ia  1807,  while  it 
-was  an^haekled,  wo  shall  find  a  deficiency  of 
about  «ll,e00,D00. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  wbioh  is  taketr 
from  autb«»lie'dooumehls,wiiich  1  invite  gentle- 
men to  controreft  if  tbof  bate  it  in  their  power, 
it  is  <]emonst|tited  that  If  we  suffered  this  system 
to^  iatooperatioo,  wrare  iki)ft  oaly  to  a|aiilk  re^ 
duee  our  ciriiena  to  a  state  of  bankroptcy  in  their 
prttate  fortanes,' while  loaded  with  aidditiooal 
taxes,  but,  nocwithataading  the  aid  of  the^e  addi- 
tional taxesj'oar  Treasury  is,  if  possible,  to  be  re^' 
dnced  to  a  more  complete  state  of  bankruptcy 
tban  at  present.  I  put  It  t#  gentiomeu,  who  are 
in  the  confidence  of  the  Cabinet,  to  say,  why  we 
are  called  upon  again  to  plunge  this  nation'  into 
8«eb  a  state  of  poverty  and*  wretehedneto  ? '  Is  it 
Beeessary  asa  measure t>f  self-defence,  as  the  only 
mode  of  resistance,  which  will  bring  England  to 
terms  t  For  myself  I  should  suppose  that  our  late 
experiment  in  this  speciee^  of  Warfere,*  at  which 
Fiance  took  so  tniicb  offence,  as  tor  take  oecasioo 
ti^aeiEe  aad  confiscate  the  property  of  American 
oitizeos,  to  the  amount  of  $40,OQiO,000,  which  ren- 
dered neosestry  an  appropriation  of  $80,000  dur- 
ing the  presept  session,  in  order  to  enable  those  of 
our  citicens,Who  had  been  thii^  robbed  and  plun- 
dered, to  revisit  their  native  shores,' afforded  a 
apeetacle  too  humiliating  to  suffer  us  to  make 
another  attempt  so  soon;  and  before  we  have  so 
Wf  recovered  from  the  effitets  of  our  latf  experi- 
ment as  to  be.ableto  defVay  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  government  withont  having  recourse  to  annual 
loans  for  the  purpose.  Are  we  bound  to  adopt 
fMs  measure  on  account  of  the  faitb  of  Gtovern- 
meat  being  pledged  to  France  by  the  laW  of  May 
lastl 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  answeringtbis  inquiry,  1  mtiftt 
be  iadnlged  to  begin  with  the  non-intercourse  of 
March,  1809**nfotice  its  effects  upon  the  belliger- 
enrts  and  on  our  own  citizens,  as  well  as  the  law 
of  May  last-^and  the  management  of  that  law, 
to  as  to  reader  plausible  the  measure  now  under 
consideration.  It  may  not  be  amiss,  while  we 
trace' tbic  subject,  to  have  our  eye  upon  the  posi- 
tion marked  out  by  that  great  and  good  man,  Pre> 
aident  WABBUiarTON,  and  published  to  the  world 


in  his  proclamation  of  neutrality.  Bat,  to  begin 
with  the  non-intercoursa  of  March,  1809,  which 
same  measure  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Madison,  pre- 
vious tQ  the  Jay.  Treaty,  and  which  could  at  that 
time  have  been  put  to  silence  only  by  the  influ'* 
enceof  a  WAuniNOTON,  who,  instead  of  trying  to 
provoke  England  to  a  war,  determined  to  send  a 
Minister  to  demand  justice.  And,  Mr.  Spesker, 
painful  as  it  is  to  recollect  from  whence,  we  are 
fslletij  the  voice  of  (he  American  Government  at 
that  ttme  comtnanded  respect,  and  the  object  was 
obtained  in  the  restoration  of  the  property  of  our 
citizens,  agreeably  to  an  adjustment  and  estimate 
of  a  Board  of  Commi8ffiooer«--n  majority  of  whom 
were  Americans— and  a  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
n|erce>and  Navigation,* was  enfeced  into  with  that 
nation  bv  Mr.  Jhiy ,  w^ich,  although  condemned 
'bf  that  class  who  now  manafe  the  helm  of  State, 
yet  history  furnishes  no  example  of  any  nation 
increasing  so  rapidly  in  wealth  and  commercial 
strength  as  this  nhttoq  did,  until  the  commercial 
part  of  that  treaty  ex|iired — that  part  being  tem- 
porary. 

But,  to  r^turh  to  the  law  of  March,  1809,  you 
will  recollect,  sir,  that  the  mioority.  whose  pride 
it  is  to  follow  the  example  af  a  Wasbinotor, 
opposed  that  law  as  unnecessary  and  rmpolitic, 
and  the  Joemals  show  that  tliey  voted  against  it  % 
but  the  President  (Mr.  Jefllbrson)  bailed  it  as  the 
favorite  of  his  Becretary,  (Mr.  Madison,)  and  cor- 
dially gave  it  his  signature.  And  one  of  its  mic^ty 
^tkeii  has  been  to  tran^r  forty  millions  of  the 
property  of  our  cititens  into  the  ctsfiVrs  of  Napo- 
leohj  to  aid  him  in  his  project  for  obtaioinff  the 
Ifberty  of  the  sea6.  This  law  was  immeduitely 
published  and  sent  to  oar  Ministers  ti  Liondon 
and  Paris,  as  it  held  out  both  thKatsaind  fiattery 
to  England  and  France,  as  an  inducemetyt  to  them 
to  repeat  tbetr  unjust  edicts,  although  it  was  well 
understood  at  the-^timeas  operating  entirely  and 
owly  against  the  !brmer,as  France  could  have  no 
intercourse  with  us  while  at  war  with  Eqgiand. 

Here  give  me  leave  to  inquire  what  has  been 
the  further  effect  of  this  law.  It  seems  England, 
although  she  saw  that  if  it  had  any  operation  at 
all,  it  operated  only  a^inst  her,  was  willing  to 
consider  it  as  a  municipal  regulation  of  our  own, 
and  treated  it  as  such,  while  Bonaparte  at  first, 
and  for  ten  months,  passed  it  over  as  inoffensive 
to  him.  until  our  vessels,  which  had  been  shut  up 
in  our  ports  by  its  eld^r  sister,  the  embargo^  hav- 
ing got  released  from  that  strong  measure,  flocked 
into  the  ports  of  France,  Spain,  flolland,  and 
Napleit,  all  under  the  immediate  and  entire  con- 
trol of  France,  when,  on  the  23d  March,  an  order 
was  issued  by  his  g^racious  and  loving  Majesty  to 
seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  oar  citizens 
in  all  those  countries^  which  property  is,  by  the. 
best  calculation,  estimated  at  more  than  forty 
millions.  And  you  will  perceive,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  Duke  of  Oadore  saw,  that,  by  suffering 
the  law  to  pass  unnoticed,  till  our  property  re- 
leased from  the  en^bargo  had  filled  nearly  every 
port  in  Europe,  under  French  control|  and  then 
issuing  an  order  which  was  to  have  a  retrospect- 
ive operation  often  months,  wiis  such  a  gross  out- 
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rage  upon  every  ptineiple  of  honor  and  itt»tiee, 
a«  well  as  tbe  usages  of  public  law,  ihaC  be,  io  a 
letter  to.  Geoeral  Armstrong,  of  tbe  5tb  Augost, 
1810,  attempts  to  excuse  the  piratical  transaction, 
by  saying  that  tbe  Eipperor  knew' nothing  of  the 
law  01  March,  until  very  lately.  But,  I  prsy  gen*, 
tlemen  to  take  notice  that  General  Armstrong,  in 
bis  leuer  to  Cadore  of  (he  10th  of  March,  (five 
months  before  the  one  just  recited  from  Cadore,) 
asserts  that  this  Jaw  was  communicated  to  him  in 
Che  montbof  June  or  July  preceding— one  Whole 
year  before  the  declaration  made  by  Cadore. 

But,  to  pursue  thi^  subject,  ou'  the  Ist  day  of 
May,  1810,  while  this  robbery,  I  ought  to  presume,- 
was  unitnown  to  the  Eieeutlve — certainly  to  t-he 
people — this  non-inteFcourse  law  was  repealed;  but 
the  majority,  for  wise  purposes,  I  presume,  did, 
in  the  same  law  that  repealed  tbe  non-intercourse^ 

five  the  Presi(fent  power,  in  case  England  or 
'rauce  should,  before  the  Ist  day  4)f  March,  so 
revoke  pr  modify  her  edicts  as  that. they  should 
cea^e  to  violate  the  neutral  eommereeof  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation ; 
in  whicli  cas^,the  non  iate/courae  should  be  re* 
vlved  acainst  the  nation  neglecting  to  revoke  or 
modify  her  edicts,  in  like  manner,  for  the  space  of 
three  months  alter  the  date  of  such  proclamation. 
And  you  will  recollect,  sir,  that  this  law  was  also 
opposed  by  the  minority,  nor  so  much,  peiphapsj 
because  theysuspeeted  either  the  integrity  or  im"- 
partiality  of  the  President,  aa  because  they  thou«ht 
It  unconstitutional  to  oommit  a  power  to  the  ^%* 
ecuUve  which  was,  in  its  nature  and  effect,  an  act 
of  Ugiilatiun,  viz:  to  revive  a  law  at  his  difecre* 
tion  which  was  to  affect  the  great  interesi  of  tbd 
nation^  and  might  result  in  war.  I  say,/ at  his 
discrettoo;  and  1  ask  gentleoaen.to  take  notice 
that  the  law  reads,  "  so  revoke  or  modify."  This 
law  was  also  sent  by  the  President  to  our  Minis- 
ters-at  London  and  rari8,aa  he  states  in. his  Mes- 
sage, But^wbat  was  it  sent  there  for?  Only  to 
be  used  as  an  inducjemeiU  to  those  nations  to  re- 
voke their  unjust  edicts,  which  was  the  aVdwed 
object  of  the  provision  when  it  passed.  And,  if 
sent  there  for  that  purpose,  it  would  s^em,  that, 
to  have  acted  a  neutral  part,  it  ought  |o  have  be^n 
used  alike  at  the  palaces  of  S (.Cloud  and  St.  James. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  was  the  fact  ?  Here  we 
may  learn  the  management  of  which  I  spoke  when 
1  first  addressed  you.  This  law,  which  you  will 
perceive  was  in  the  nature  of  a  generous  overture 
made  to  the  belligerent  who  first  revoked  his 
edicts,  phanged. its  character  when  offered  to  the 
other  belligerent,  who  should  neglect  <o  revoke 
the  obnoxious  edicts  until  after  his  enemy  had 
done  so;  and,  instead  of  being  a  generous  offer, 
contained  a  threat,  that  if  she  did  not  revoke,  we 
should  shut  our  ports  against  her  products,  while 
they  should  be  open  to  those  of  her  enemy.  And 
this  is  the  light  in  which  it  was  viewed  bv  our 
Ooverna^nt,as  will  be  seen  in  Mr.  Smith's  letter 
to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  5th  day  of  June, 
1810,  (printed  documents,  p.  35,)  in  these  words: 
"It  might  be  added,  that  the  form  in  which  the 
^  law  now  presents  the  overture,  is  as  well  cal6u- 
^  lated  as  the  overture  itself  to  gain  a  favorable 


'  attention,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  regarded  by  the 
'  bellteerent  first  -acceipcing  of  it  as  a  promise  to 
*  itself  and  a  threat  only  to  iu  adversary.^  For 
this  view  of  the  subject,  gentlemen,  will  peredfe 
that  it  is  m\icb  more  agreeable  loelose  any  sit- 
ter in  dispute  upon  a  generous  offer  for  so  doing, 
than  it^wjould  be  to  do  so  while  threatened  by  tb«ir 
opponent  that  if  it  is -not  done  they  must  suffer 
the  consequence  of  iheir  own  folly  and  his  veit* 

feaace.  Now,  in  looking  through, the  documeota, 
mistake  if  gentlenien  have  not  discovered  some 
management  in  this  business,  so  that  while  tke 
law  was  presented  to  France  as  an  ofier  made  to 
hersejf^  it  should  be  presented  to  Englaad  io  bo 
other  character  than  that  of  a  ihreau  Itseeou 
that  the  first  correspondence  with  our  Mioiaer 
which  we  are  suffered  to  see,  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  22d  May ;  aliboegh 
i(  appears  from  that  letter  that  tMe  Secretary  of 
State  had  sent  a  copf  of  the  law  ia  a  prenoos 
letter  of  the  4tb  of  that  month  to  Mr.  Piakaef, 
^s  also  another  eopv  in  the  letter  ^f  the  22d ;  but 
we  hear  nothing  of  instructions  in  either  to  we 
this  new  overture,  which  the  law  pi eieats,  to  the 
best  advantage  at  the  Court-tjf  Su  James,  while 
ii  retained  its<  character  of  aa  offer  made  to  titt 
Government. .  Indeed,  it  would  seem  most  oito- 
tal  to  suppose  that  the  instructions  given  ii  tliv 
buainess  were  cpntaitaed  in  the  letter  of  theica, 
which  was  the  first  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  laf^ 
But,  at  this  we  are  not  suffered  to  look,  nor  at  the 
one  seat  to  General  Arms(roQ|f,  of  the  ssffledtte, 
which  was  also  the  first  to  him  enelosio;  t  eoff 
of  the  law. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  are  not  auffered  tosw 
the  first  correspondence  oo  this  importiatw*. 
ness,  which  we  are  called  upoa.  by  the  fiiseott^ 
to  carry  into  effect  by  a  new  act  of  legisltuoftjjj 
becomes  doubly  our  duty  to  examine  well  ihii 
letter  of  the  twenty^second,  and  see  whtt  W 
treats  of,  and  whether  it  compares  with  the  ffw 
we  are^ suffered  to  see,  sent  to  General  Arro^fo*! 
on  this  subject.  In  this  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkiieroi 
thf»  twenty-second,  the  Secretary. comme«e«i  •• 
he  says,  with  much  surprise,  that  Qteat  onm 
had  not  revoked  her  blockades,  and  that  m 
had  not  seut  a  man  of  rank  ur  reP^^^fJV,! 
Jaekson ;  aad,  after  having  dwelt  at  great  lesj^ 
on  tbe  latter  of  these  subjects^  he  mentioitf  that 
he  had  sent  a  copy  oi  the  law,  as  also  aaolherja 
his  letter  of  the  fourth  of  that  month,  aad  tetw 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  let  the  British  Gorcrottent  know 
that  the  provisions  of  the  law  would  be  carn« 
into  effect,  bui  nor  a;  syllable  of  proffering  it «»» 
offer  made  to  that  Government  and  a  threat  w 
Franee.  But,  instead  of  this,  the  Secretary «- 
leets  two  subjects,. which  he  must  l>«^V'!f^ 
would  be-difficult  to  close,  and  tells  Mr.  PiwWf 
that  if  another  Minister  was  not  seat  to  repM»» 
Mr.  Jaekson,  to  let  the  British  Government  l«JJ 
that  he  would  rejtim  to  the  United  State*,  ^ta 
as  though  this  was  not  sufficient  to  Pf  ^T 
British  Government  from  cilosing  with  *»*  •J"!!, 
tion  of  tbe  new  overture,  the  attack  <>?"*  y/\I> 
peake  must  be  settled  in  a  manner  ^f^vn. 
the  propositions  made  to  Mr.  Boss  aw  »»*^ 
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kiae,  wbioh  be  might  well  know  would  not  be 
done,  as  the  Bricisb  GovernmeAt  bad  lold  him  it 
could  DOt  be  closed  in  that  way.  On  the  first  of 
July,  Mr.  Piakne)r  acknowledges  Mr.  Smith's  let- 
ter of  the  tweoty-second  of  May,  aqd  very  pro- 
perly goes  on  to  execute  the  iastructions  it  con- 
tmined  as  to  the  British  Government  sending  a 
man  of  rank  to  replace  Mr.  Jackson,  dbc.  Aad, 
in  ny  opinion,  very  properly  notices  the  scrap  01 
instructions  it  contained,  respecting  the  law  of 
May  last,  by  merely  mantioning.  that  while  he  is 
engaged  witb  Lord  Wellesley  on  these  other  sub- 
jects^ be  4bioks  be  shall -draw  his  attefltion  to  the 
noD-iatercourse  law,  but  I  find  no  account  of  bis 
erer  presenting  the  law  to  that  Qovernment. 

Now,  Mr,  Speaker,  while  we  see  in  ibis,  letter 
of  the  twenty-second  the  subsunceof  all  we  are 
permitted  to  seevof  the  use  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
Pinkney  of  this  Jaw,  as  an  induceip^Qt  to  the 
British  Govero.menr  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Couo-. 
oil,  let  us  examiue  what  was  the  course  pursued 
towards  the  French  Government  ta  induce  it  to 
tnke  advantage  of  the  law,  while  it  retained  the 
character  of  a  favorable  overture,  so  that  the 
British  Governol^ttt  should  bare  to,meet  it  atf  a 
threat,  or  as  a  rod  held  over  them  to  procure  the 
revocation  of  tbeir  edicts.  In  order  to  dojbis,  I 
shall  examine  the  first  letter  which  is  suffered  to 
come  to  public  view,  from  Secretary  Smith  to 
Qeneral  Armstrong,  after  the  dare  of  the  law  of 
May  first.  This  |>ears  the  .date  of  June  fifth,  doc- 
uments, page  34.  In  this,  we  find  that  he  bad 
sent  two  before,  each  one  enclosing,  a  copy  of/the 
lew^and  no  doubt  both  containing  instrdctioas 
what  use  to  make  of  it.  For  we  find,  even  ia 
this  third  letter,  thft  Mr.  Smith  tells  Ckneral 
Armiirong,  (to  use  bis  own  words,)  'Mf  there  be 

*  aincerity  ia  the  language  held  at  different  times 
^  by  the  French  Government,  and  especially  in  the 
'  late  overture  to  proceed  to  amicable  and  just  ar- 
^  ranffements  in  the  case  of  oar  refusal  to  submit 
'  to  tbeBritisb  Orders  in  Council,  (not  blockades,) 
^  no  pretext  can  be  fouad  for  longer  decUning^  to 
'  pat  an  ead  to  the  decrees  of  which  the  United 
'  States  have  so  juiitly  complained.'*.  And  here„  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  notide  that  this  is  the  first 

Sroond  stat^  by  our  Government  to  that,  of 
ranoe,  as  being,  that  which  would  be  insisted 
upon  from  fiaglaod— a  compliance  on  her  part 
reqaired.  to  entitle  ber  to  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  viz.,  her  relinqaishiag  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
clL  We  may  here  notice,  that  Mr.  Smith  adds, 
na  a  further  inducement  to  France  to  take  advan- 
ta|^  of  the  law,  while  it  retained  the  character 
ofa  favorable  overture,  *f  that  by  putting  in  force 
^  the  noB-intercourse  against  Snglaod,  agreeable 
'  10  the  terms  of  this  statute,  that  the  very  species 

*  of  resisunce  would  be  made  which  France  has 
'  been  constantiv  representing  as  the  roost  effica- 

*  eious."  But,  Mr.  Smith  goes  still  farther  in  his 
instructions,  aad  tells  Ckneral  Armstrong,  ^'  that 

*  it  may  be  added,  that  in  the  form  in  which  the 
'  law  now  presents  the  overture,  it  is  as  well  cal- 
<  ^olated  as  the  overture  itself  to  af  ia  a  favorable 
'  eueation^  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  regarded  by 
'  the  beliigerent  first  aeeaptiag  it  as  a  promise  to 


'  itself,  and  a  threat  onlv  to  its  adversary."  In 
this  letter,  we  find  that  the  Secretary  states  a  first 
ground,  wfiich  was  necessary  in  the  first  instance 
to  entitle  the  French  GK>vernmeat  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law.  What  was  this  around  1  Why, 
be  tells  Gknersl  Armstrong  to*  let  the  French 
Government  understand  that  the  President  would 
not  proceed  to  give  the  law  effect,  if  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  our  eitizeas  be  finally  re- 
fused \  and  closes  hi«  letter  by  directing  him  to 
let  that  Gov^nment  know  that  the  only  ground, 
sbprt  of  a  preliminary  restoration  of  the  propertv. 
on  which  the  contemplated  arranffemeot  coola 
take  place,  would  be  an  understanding  that  the 
confiscation  was  reversible  and  that  it  would  be- 
come  immediately  the  subject  of  discussion,  with 
a  reasonable  pro^ct  of.  justice  to  our  injured 
citizens.  Was  this  the  ground  on  which  the  sub- 
ject was  placed  1  U  seems  so,  from  this  official 
letter  of.  the  Secratary.  Yes,  sir,  it  was*,  and 
witb  due  deferenee,  I  may  be  allowed  to  sav,  the 
Only  honorable  and  just  ground ;  and  if  the  Atoer- 
ican  Government  had  possessed  independence 
enough  to  have  still  occupied  this  ground,  we 
Would  not  have  had  the  morMfieation.  to  disctiss 
the  bill  en  the  table  at  this  time.  But,  instead  of 
this,  although  Mr.  Smith  had  just  received  Ca- 
dore's  insulting  letter,  ia  which  he  more  than  in«> 
sinuales  that,' as  a  Government  and  nation,  we 
are  destitute  of  just  political  views,  without  boaoir, 
energy,  or  even  iadepeiidence,  and  closes  by  let- 
ting our  Government  know  of  the  seizure  and 
sale  of  the  property  of  our  citizens  in  all  the.ports 
of  Rurope  under  French  control ;  what  was  the 
conduct  of  the  American  Government  on  this 
•occasion?  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  take  notice, 
that,  witb  this  horrid  pidnre  of  insult  and  rob- 
bery fresh  in  their  recollection,  the  same  concili- 
atory disposition,  guided  by  theprinoiples  of  neu- 
trality, which  dismissed  a  British  ^Itnister  for  an 
implied  insult,  induced  Mr.  Smith  to  inform  Gko- 
eral  Armstrong  that  the  President  thought  it  best 
not  to  make  any  animadversions  on  that  subject 
at  that  time.  {Printed  documents,  page  34.)  The 
ni^zt  letter  on  this  subject  worthy  of  notice,  is  one 
of  tb^  5th  of  July,  in  which  Mr.  Smith  acknow- 
ledges the  receipt  of  information,  that  the  pro- 
perty wfaiob  ho  bad  said  in  bis  last  most  be  re- 
stored, in  order  toentitle  Fri|oce  to  the  American 
commerce  while  it  was  denie'ci  to  England,  was 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  deposited  in  the  cOUtt 
prm— -privy  purse  of  the  £mperor.  Here,  in- 
deed, Mr.  Smith  seems  to  have  almost  forgot 
himftelf,  and  to  conceive  be  was  giving  instruc- 
tions how  to  oroceed  with  a  British  Minister,  and 
tells  General  Armstrong  to  demand  everv  rapara- 
tion  of  which,  the  subject  was  susceptible.  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  worthy  of  notice  tha(  he 
closes  even  this  spirited  letter,  with  such  a  history 
of  piracy  and  insult  th^n  on  his  desk  before  him, 
by  quitcing  the  ground  he  bad  taken  in  his  letter 
of  the  fifth  of  June,  and,  instead  of  a  proposed  re- 
newal of  the  non-intercourse  against  Elngland,  if 
she  should  neglect  to  withdraw  her  Orders  in 
Council,  which  was  the  only  ground  uken  by 
the  President  with  Mr.  firskine,  and  also  tha  only 
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thiDg  eoo  tern  plated  when  tbe  law  of  Maf  last 
was  passed,  as  also  the  oolf  groand  taken  by  biro- 
telf  only  one  monih  before;  (baring,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, heard  from  Frainte  in  the  loterral,)  he 
condescends  to  tell  the  General,  that  if  France 
should  den^and  it,  he  migj^bt  give  her  to  aoder*. 
stand  that  it  was  the  President's  intention  to  re- 
new the  nun-iatercourse  against  England,  if  she 
did  not  also  rescind  her  blockades.  It  hi  here 
again  to  be  noticed,  that  he  again  repeats,  what 
he  had  before  toldOeneral  Armstrong,  that  a  ires* 
tori^ioD  of  t)ie  property  was  indispensable,  in 
order  to  a  reaew«i  of  the  noni^intercourse  against 
England. 

But  again:  will.  I  had  like  to  have  stiid.  the 
aervile  manner,  in  which  a  rescinding  the  bjoek- 
ade  is  coOfiled  as  a  condition  with  the  withdraw- 
ing  the  Orders  In  Cooncih  eecape  notice  1  Im- 
mediately on  instrnc  ting  General  Armstrong  to 
state  to  the  French  Government  that  a  repeal  of 
the  blockade  of  eighteen  hundred  and  Bin  would 
be  insisted  on,  the  Secretary  adds:  '^You  will 

*  press  the  reasonableness  of  permitting  the  tjni* 

*  ied  States  to  proceed  in  si|eti  way  as  they  may 

*  think  proper,  in   reUtion  to  any  subsequent 

*  blockades,  or  «ny  other  broekades  not  against 
'  France,"  which  to  roe  reads  in  this  way.  t\  e,, 
as  we  have,  at  the  request  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, receded  from  our  fir^t  ground^  and 
included  blockades  al^io,  you  are  instrocied  hum- 
bly to  requeit  Bonaparte  to  permit  us  to  do  our 
own  business  in  our  own  way  in  future.  My 
God!  Afler  all  this,  to  see. the  Government  of. 
my  country  soliciting,  at  the  feet  of  the  Emperor 
of  Fiiance  for  permissioji  to  manage  their  own 
afihirs  in  their  own  way  !  What  Aroerfeftn  can 
redd  this  correspondence  without  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  exclaiming,  O  my  Gbvern- 
ment,  my  Government,  now  is  the  gold  become 
dim,  and  the  most  fine  s^old  changed !  The  next 
thing  we  meet  with,  is  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the 
!3d  of  November,  to  General  Armstrong,  enclo- 
sibg  the  Presidents  proclamatk>o,  declaring  the 
edicts  of  France  so  revoked,  as  that  they  ceased 
to  violate  the  n^tral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  course  the  nou' intercourse  to  be 
revived  against  England  after  the  2d  pf  February, 
if  she  did  not  in  the  meahtime  revoke  her  orders, 
whieh,  afte^  the  grOQnd  taken,  and  so  often  re- 
peated, l^lth  respect  to «t he  restoration  of  the  prop- 
erty, must  astonish  e^etv  American.  But  we 
have  still  this  as  a  consolation,  that  Mr,  Smith, 
notwftbstandin^  be  had  been  told  by  the  Duke 
of  Gadore  that  it  was  impossible  any  compro- 
mise could  take  place  on  that  subject,  says  in  the 
letter  ench)sing  the  proclamation  that  the  Presi- 
dent presumes  that  the  requisitions  contained  in 
his  letter  of  the  5th  of  July,  as  to  the  restoration 
of  the  property,  will  have  been  satisfied.  In  the 
name  of  God,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  grounds  had  he 
for  this  presumption  ?  In  addition  to  this,  io'his 
letter  of  the  5ih  of  November,  Mr.  Smith  in- 
structs Genersl  Armstrong  to  let  the  Emperor 
know  that  the  third  section  of  the  law  of  March, 
1809,  at  which  he  took  so  much  ofience,  was  not 
intended    to  operate  against  his  subjiscts,  but 


against  our  own  citizens*  -  And  althoctfh  this 
may  be,  and  probably  is,  true,  yet  a  coafesnoa 
of  this  kind,  after  so  recent  and  ag^nted  is- 
sult  and  violence,  most  I  think  be  Mckeois^lo 
the  American  people,  and  Napoleota  hims^f  will 
be  at  a  loss  to  Know  wh^  it  was  made  anless  to 
testify  our  loyttlty.  But  our  loyalty  to  tbe  eoi* 
trary  notwithittgading,  tbe  Duke  ofCadorsin 
his  letter  to  Qenerar  Armstrong  of  the  IMef 
SeptWnber,  in  answer  to  one  from  him  of  d^e  7ik 
of  thftt  nionth,  teHs  theOsneral,  that  the  Bmperor 
sees  with  pleasure  that  the  Aoftericaos  are  ftr 
from  acknowledging  the  tyrannical  principles  of 
English  legifilation,  vet  informs  him  tbttulo 
the  merchandise  connscaied,  it  haying  ben  cos- 
fiscaied  as  a  measure  of  reprisal,  tbe  prioeiples 
of  reprisal  must  be  tbe  law  in  chat  affair. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  seeing  howthehvof 
May;  1810,  has  been  used  with,  the  FreodiOoi- 
ernnAent,  and  for  aught  we  k&ow^  not  used  it  dl 
with  that  of  England,  until  it  h«d  assumed  tbe 
character  of  a  threat,  together  whh  tke  finoii 
changes  of  position  taken  by  our  Governoeatifi 
thb  business^  I  think  ft  demonstrates  a  mtQlS^ 
ment,  which,  if  duly  examined,  will  not  lesre 
much  doubt  whether  it  be  indispensablf  oeeeswy 
to  sufler  this  law  to  go  into  operation,  either m 
measure  of  resistance  against  England,  or  of  goM 
fallt h  towards  France.  For  instance,  at  ose time, 
England  inust  repeal  hei'  Orders  inCoaaciito 
entitle  her  to  the  benefit  of  the  law;  atssofber, 
viz:  after  hearing  from  France  the  condiii«i 
nniust  include  a  repeat  of  the  btockades  ifco,  im 
on  the  part  of  France,  she  must  rescitjd  kw  de- 
crees and  restore  the  property^  tltt?n  a  piwBweu 
to  be  accepted  as  it  respects  the  property,  tnfl,  to 
top  the  cWmat,  ttie  proclafnatioa  »»«•  ^"'^f 
preeumptiooof  an  agrfement  having  taken  pw^ 
on  the  part  of  France,  fbat  the  propertr  sbiH  w 
restored.  But  after  *ll  this  we  aire  wdbf  U- 
dorei  on  the  18th  of  September,  to  be  c«J»*J 
for  as  to  the  propeity  in  qoestioa  ic  will  wt  w 
•restored^  "  „,._ll-, 

But,  Mr.  Sperfket,  \x  aeems  that  the  ^^^h 
in  compliance  with  <l  resolution  of  the  Howw 
tbe  %\^  of  December;  hna  furnished  docjiB«Jo 
Which  put  tb«  qu^tion  bejrond  a  doubt,  twitj^ 
proclamation!  was  issued,  declaring  uwt  w 
French'  decree^were  repealed,  so  that  ^^^^!^ 
to  violate  the  neutral  oomwerce  of  ^*  JJJ'^ 
States,  wtten,  to  s^y  tbe  least,  he  had  no  ottcw 
inforroaiioh  of  the  tact,  or,  if  he  had.b^histtiw 
care  to  k^ep  it  to  himself,  Mr.  Smiib,io  w 
letter  lo  Turrean,  of  tfhe  18th  of  I>«««*7' " 
compelled  to  say  in  affecti  that  ^^^^^Ydox 
strictions  on  our  commeme  are  not  '^•^'"J^IJLj 
to  use  his  own  words^  •*  If,  then,  for  tbe  rerop« 
'  decrees,  municipal  taw«  producing  the safflecom 
'mercial  effect  have  been  substituted,  iw  "^^J 
*  only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  ooa^ffTTtn 
^  ftlieration."  In  this  situation,  I  »*<>"","  g, 
be  informed  why  we  are  called  upon  *>T'°V  ,^ 
ecotive  so  to  modify  our  laws  as  <*>/*"7de- 
non-iniportntion  against  England  tad  wr 
pendencies  forcibly  into  effect,  and  "JJ^^^ 
thesmitt  rem«ims  of  our  coiiimtfe<fj  "*  ^^ 
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^  wkioh  we  hftT8  so  reeeiMly  Idt  at  the  Treas- 
uiy/sinoe  the  repeal  of  the  Don-iiitefcoorae  law 
ia  May  last,  aa  1  have  already  sbowp  from  •  the 
Secirelary's  reporu  This  ioformaiioQ  I  have  n^ot 
*as  yet  been  able  to  ^taio,  altliough  I  have  sought 
for.it,  attlera  1  resort  to  the  las^  paragraph  in 
Qeoeral  Torreau's  letter  of  December  12,  tp  Mr. 
Seeie^ary  Stnith,  tA  2|aswer  to  one  froan  the  Sec- 
letarys  retnonsfratiBg  agaiast  the  •ezolusion  of 
eoKoi^  and  tobaeoo  from  the  ports  of  Fraace.  la 
Mrply  to  wkioh  ha  sayn,-  amoog  othm-  tbiags^  that 
be  thinks  some  Inodification  will  take  pMace  in 
diisreapeot,  but  tellb  him  tha#  tbis  wdl  depend 
vpoo  the  firm-  and  parser ering  meaatires  to  be 
pursoad  by  the  two  Qovernmeats  affalnst  tbe 
eoiDmoii  ei>eaBy.  In  this  ifuim^tioa  ofhis  Impa- 
rial  Majeaty  iMougli  hiaMioiater^whicki^by^tbe- 
by)  ia  not  the  fii^it  W  the  lcijad>  tiriU  I  fancy  be 
DMind  the.  only  neoesaity  of  sufferijig  this  tneaa- 

•  ore  to  go  into  joperatioa.  And  anre  geatlemen 
inrepared  to  obey  7  I  trust  aot.  No^  sir,  I  wijl 
not  for  a  moaneiu  eotertaia  so  deyradiog  ap  idea. 
Bat,  ficiQly  beliettng  the  coa'trary,  I  «till  hope 
the  ameadmeot  wUl  be  rejeeted,  aiid  Nfrithi  il  the 
whole  restrietire  aystem,  until  France  ahall  learo^ 
jto  respect  o^r'nghtfi. 

Mr.  Speaker,  t  bad  here  iaieaded  tohave closed 

•  my  remarksL  had  I  not  iieand  Uie  iechnrations  of 
aeTeral  geptleiften  on  th^  other  side  6f  the  Hoose 
aigainst  the  judicioas  obser va-tions  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  New  York.  (Mr;  -Smott^)  in  support 
pf  the  aAienthnent  which  be  ^id  btaaaelf  the 
honor  to«^bmit.  Bat*  sinee  the  i^dcan4id  asper- 
stons  so  iiherally  bestowed  on  that  boeasioa,  I 
can  expect  noihiag  but  to  be  denounced  as  an  op- 
poser  of  my  Gorerom^t,  iif  not  a<  an  eaemy  to 
my  country.  But,  sir,  to  botb  these  charges'  I 
abatl  piead  not  guilty,  aad  I  must  atili  be  in- 
dulged while  i  repeat  part  of  the  remarks  I  hare 
made  on  the  docabeiits,  and  smn  up  the  eri- 
dtnae  to  pcove  the  &U«ct  of  theae  changes.  And 
bere  give  me  leave  to  aakf  wbat  were  the  condi- 
tions of  the  law  of  May  hist  as  between  this 
Gtovermlaeat  and  that  ot  Ftaabe?  I  take  it  to 
be^  that  if  FffaacV should  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  tbat  they  should  eease  to  violate,  aur 
neuLiM  eottunerce,  aad  if  Great  Britain  should 
not  also  revoke  in  a  |[iven  ttme^  then  the  non<ln- 
taraoiirae  waa  to  »>  into  eflact  againat  her  agree- 
ably to  tbi  law  of  May  last.  What  did  the  Ad- 
ministration conceive  that  the  French  Goveta- 
mear  must  do  in  order  ao  to  raroke  oi  modify 
ber  ediats  that'  thev  might,  aease  to  violate  our 
neutral  eoannertol  Sir,  the  opinion  of  the 
fijtecutiva  oa  M)i»  ioteteatiag  question  ean  only 
ba  aseertaiaed  by  examiniag  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  tba  Seoretary^  of  State 
and  General  Armstrong  oa  this  subUot.  And 
to  that  correspond^aee,  aad^hecoodtfot.of  the 
French  Govemmeat,  I  shall  resort  for  tbat  opin- 
ion. ,  And  to  ihia  ead  1  sliall  pt oeeed  to  examine 

,the  first  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  which  is  suffered  to  come  to 
public  view,  after  tba  law  of  May  first,  and  which 
enclosed  a  copy  of  that  law;  which  is  his  of  June 
fifib,  page  34  of  the  dpcuaaeats,  ia  which  he  tells 


the  Qeiieral  to  let  the  French  Goverameot  know, 
that  if  the  property  forcibly  seized  and  taken 
from  our  ciuzeaa  had  been  sold,  and  a  restora- 
tion finally  refund,  that  the  President  would  not 
proceed  lo  carry  the  non* intercourse  into. effect 
i^ith  Great  Britain ;  and  the  Secretary  also  in- 
structs Gen.  Arnkstrong  to  let  the  French  Govern- 
ment understand,:  that  the  only  groun^  short  of 
a  pr^litnioary  restoration  of  the  property,  would 
be  a  deelarption  that  the  ooafiscatioas  were  re- 
versible, and  that  it  should  become  inHnediately 
the,  subject  of  discussion,  with  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  justice  iq  one  injured  oitjaens. 
.  The  next  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  General 
ArmatroufT.^on  the' subject,  ia  one  bearing  date 
July.  5tb,  in  whiob  the  Sacretary  says  to  the  Gen- 
eral: ^'Tou  have  been  alceady  ioformed  that, 
^  with  the  repeal. of  the  French  edicts  must  be 


oar 
jua- 


'  combined  tba  restoration  of  the  property  of 
^  oLtizeos^as  an  indispensable  evidence  of  the , 
^  tice  of  tbe  French  Gbvernmeat  towards  "the 
'  United  Stafea,;and  upon  this  grouad)  and  this 
'  alone,  w^ld  the  Preaideat  proc^eed  to  give. the 
^  law  effect  against  Great  BritainJ!'  The  third 
letter  of  the  &cretarv  to  (he  General,  wbicb  is 
worthy  of  notice^  is  tbat  of  July  17,  in  whichhe 
lelU-him  that  "be  has diapacched  Lieutenant  Mil- 
'  ler,  ia  order  to  obtain  early  information  of  tbe 
*  disposition  of  the  French  Government  in  rela- 
^  tlon  to;the.oondition  of  thelaw  of  May,  so  that 
\  the  President  may  bave  it  in  his  power  to  lay 
'  the  uune  before  Uoogress  at  an  early  period  of 
'  the  session*"  Tbe  next  letter  wbicb  passed  from 
the  Secretary  to  General  Armstrong,  was  one  of 
the  2d .  of  November,  enclosing  tl^  President's 
prociamation,  declaring  tbe  Frenob  edicts,  to  be 
sajrafoked<as  that  they  would  aease  (b  operate  on 
-the  1st  day  of  November,  and,  even  in  this  letter, 
the  GenemI'  is  instrdcted  to  ^make  the  F'rencb 
<}ovemmeBt  andentand  that,  with  the  revooatidn 
of  tbe  Berlin  pad  Milan  dec^es,  mast  be  com- 
bined the  revoealion  of  all  tbe  edicts  of  Franee 
violating  our  neutral  rights,  as,  also,  that  tbe 
Pre9kieutba4  issued  tbe  proclailia(ion  on  the  pre- 
apmptionthat  the  requisition  contaioed  ia  his  lat- 
ter of  July  5th,  respecting  the  restoration  of  tbe 
nropertjrof  ourettizeas,  had  been  eomjplied  with. 
Tbu^,  ^i  it  appears  that  our  Executive  baa  io- 
aisted  ibat,  to  bave  tbe  Freocb  edicts, so  revoked 
as  to  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  the 
property  seized  apd  held  under  the  aanction  of 
tboae  decrees  must  be  restored.  Instead  of  being 
an  oppof ei  oi  the  Govarnmeot  in  this  hoaorable 
attitude,  I  heartify  approve  of  th^  position  which 
was  th^n  taken:  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  -dees 
tha  Bxecntive  say  af  to  the  French  restrictioas 
on  our  eoouneroe  being  rescinded  ?  The  Secre- 
tary, id  bb  Letter  of  December  18y  to  the  Freacb 
Mini^ter^  whilp  remoastratiiig  against  the  exdim- 
sioB  of  cotton  and  tobacpo  from  the  ports  af 
France,  among  many  other  things  of  nearly  the 
saa^  tmpor^says:  "  If,  then,  for  the  revoked  de- 
'  crees,  municipal  laws  producing  tbe  same  cam- 
^  mercial  effect  have  been  subsiituted,  the  mode 
'  only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  undergone  an 
<  aluration."    Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  wiftit  has  been 
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the  eondoct  of  the  Freneh  Go f^rntoeot  in  relt- 
tioQ  to  A  compliaoce  with  the  law,  as  it  bad  been 
explaiDed  by  the  Ezeeutive  duriog  the  wliole  of 
this  period  i  It  wiU  be  recollecrted  that  Oadore, 
in  his  first  letter  oo  this  subject/io  answer  to  a 
remonstrance  from  General  Armstrong  against 
the  nujust  seizure  and  sequestration  of  the  prop- 
erty of  American  citizens,  in  which  remonstrance 
the  General  signifies  the  sacprise  of  ourGovern- 
^  meot  at  the  ontrageoos  act,  and  reqnests  infor- 
,  malion  as  to  the  prospect  of  it^  being  restored, 
telis^  the  General  that  it  is  impossible  any  com* 
proiiiiise  should  take  pl%oe  on  th«  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  sure,  on  the  5th  of  August, 
he  teHs  General  Armstrong  that  the  Berlin  and 
Mihin  decrees,  were  revoked^  and,  on  cerjfaia  con- 
ditions, would  cease,  to  operate  on  the  first  of  No-. 
Tember.  But,  even  in  this  part  of  the  business, 
we  have  only  the  promise  of  the  Minister,  And 
not  the  act  of  the  Emperor;  and,  it  will.be  reo- 
oUeeted  that^at  the  date  ofV.the'  Berlin  decree, 
when  we  were  siniilarly  circumstanced,  we  were 
told  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  mm,  and  pot 
the  act  of  the  Gk)Ternmenu  But»  oO  this  point, 
we  hare  Mr.  Rus8ell's  official  letter  of  the  llth  of 
December,  testifying  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  did  not  cease  to  operate  on  the'first  of 
Nofember,  but,  that  the  first  case'  that  had  hap- 
pened after  that  time,  to  which  they  could  be  ap- 
plied, was  that  of  the  Orleans  Packet,  and  that, 
on  toe  9th  of  December,'  they  Viccre  applied  in 
that  case.  We  have,  also,  the  two  letters  all^ady 
mentioned  of  the  Grand  J4idge  and  Minister  of 
Finance,  both  confirming  the  position  that  they 
had  not  ceased  to  operate  the  fifty-five  days  after 
the  1st  of  November }  and  the  news  by  several 
lale  arrivafs  says  that  everv  vessel  wiiich  oOmer 
within  their  reach  shares  the«ame  fate'with  the 
Orleans  Packer.  But,  sir,  as  to  tbe  other  parts  of 
the  requisition  of  oar  Governnimit,  viz:  the  res- 
toration of  tlie  sequestered  property,  .Cadore,  in 
his  letter  of' September  12,  in  answer  rooae  from 
General  Armstrong,  of  the  7th  of  that  motith, 
wherein  the.  General. requires. «  definitive  an- 
swer, whether  the  Emperor  would  ^consider  the 
restoration  of  the  property  as  a  subject  of  present 
or  fQt.iire  negotiation  $  or,  whether  the.  act  of  tlk 
Majesty  already  taken  in  the  seizore  and  sale  of 
the  property  of  oor  citizens  is.to  be  considered  as 
eoneiosive  against  remoneration  ?  To  which 
plain  questions  Cadore  condescends  to  be  equally 
plain  in  his  answers,  and  to  tell  the  General  that, 
as  to  the  merchandise  confiscated,  it  having  been 
confiscated  as  a  measure  of  reprisal,  the  principle 
of  reprisal  must  be  the  law  in  that  afiair.  And, 
last  of  aH,  the  French  Minister  in  the  United 
Sutes,  in  bis  letter  of  the  13th  of  December,  in 
answer  to  one  from  ^the  Secretary  of  State,  re- 
monstrating agaii^t  the  exclusion  of  cotton  and 
tobacco  from  the  pqru  of  ^France,  amoa^  other 
things^  tells  (be  Secreury,  that  he  thioEs  some 
change  will  take  place,  but  requests  the BecreUry 
not  to  mistake  him  ^  for.  that  this  will  not  be  a 
measure  of  chance,  to  talce  place  oti  the  part  of 
the  Emperor  alone,  but  must  be  the  result  of  firm 
and  eoier^tic  measures,  to  be  adopted  and  perse- 


vered in  by  the  two  Governments  agtiast  tlie 
commoo  enemy.  Now,  sir*  for  this  short  tad 
correct  statement,  which,  I  trust,  neither  dceh- 
raation  nor  sophistry  will  put  down,  ts  loaf  is 
otfioial  documents  are- adnaitted  in  et ideaee,  I 
would  ask,  who  can  say  that  we  are  boead  by  the 
law  of  the  first  of  May.  last  to'' renew  the  oh* 
intercourse,  (I  will  not  say  against  Eoglstid,  b« 
against  onrselves,)  and  thus  reduce,  or  evea  m- 
'nihiiate  onr  revenue,  and  load  our  citizei^  witk 
additio&al  taxes,  as,  I  trust,  J  have  already  shewi, 
if  this  amendment  is  adopted? 

Mr.  Speaks,  i^I  am  to  be  called  an eamy to 
my  country  for  opposing' th^s  measure,  under  prei- 
eht  circumstances,  to  my  coontry  I  #ill  t|ipedj 
being  entireiy  willing  that  the  hoaorable  ga(J^ 
roan  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wriobt)  sod  his 
^friends  should  fehare  the  vi^hole  of  the  boior  of 
advocating  the  right  of  the  fimp^rer  to  take  and 
withhold  Jhe  property  of  our  citizens.  Sir,  k 
creates  no  astonishment  to  hear  that  gentlemaa 
^contend  that  we  aire,  bound  by  the  law  of  May  lo 
carry  the  non-inter oourae  into  eSect  against  Qmt 
Britain,  but,  to  hear^  gentleman  posMsaed  pf  tke 
discernment  of  the  honorable  ohairman  of  iIk 
committee  who  reported  this  btUi  lI|aketh»de^ 
laration,  is  truly- astonishing,  when  the  retcrie 
is  the  £ict.  1  trust  I  have  already  shoicp  that  ia 
every  ooramuniodtion  from  ottr  Executive  to  tke 
French  €k)venimei|t  on  the  subject,  that  Gereta- 
ment  has  beeniold  that  if,  in  eoaaexioa  wirh  the 
revocation  of  the  decrees,  the  sequestered  prop- 
erty wa^  not  given  up.  the  non-intercoorse  vooid 
not  be  renewed  against  England.  These  sereral 
letters  were  commuiiioated  to  this  Hove,  aad 
poblished  neajrly  three  tiionths  since,  and  are,  at 
Uiis  moment,  in. the  hands  of  the  Britisli Gorera- 
me nt.  and,  by  this  tenttre^that  Ghiveraaaeat  to 
a  tight  to  vest  assured  that  the  noo-iotereoone 
will  iiot  be  renewed  against  them.  Isdeol,  to 
believe  the  contrary,  would  be  an  iasull  to  tae 
plighted  faith  of  the  Executive. 

Sir,  I  am  sensible  of  the  impatiedce  of  w 
House,  and  Lean  assure  thein  that,  aside  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  nothing  could  have  induced  me  to 
have  aodertaken  the  tasbi  have  attempted  to  pep 
form.  I  shall  iherefore,  close  my  retnarks,  a^ 
having  entered,  my  solie^n  protest  af aioti  iw 
foUy  and  madness  of  the  project,  and  shall  kafe 
done  my. duty  when  I  have  voted  igainst  tae 
amendment.  . 

Mrl  BiOBLOw  then  took  the  fioor,and,  un>^' 
ate ly  after  he  commeoeed,  a  quorum  net  beu^ 
present,  a  motion,  to  adjourn  was  lost,  5$  to  U. 
A  quorum  appearing,  Mr.  B.  proceeded.  A(  * 
quarter  before  one  o'clock,  a  quorum  not  appea^ 
ing,  a  motion  wi(s  made  by  Mr.  KmcKaBBACUB 
to  adjourn— lost,  ayes  8. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN  Jiioved  that  the  officers  be  seal 
out  to  i^oiify  the  members  to  attend,  and  to  eem- 
pel  their  attendance.  In  doing  so,  he  declared  ne 
was  only  influenced  by  motives  resaliiof  f'^  * 
sense  of  duty,  in  oonaideratioo  of  the  great  qaw- 
tiiy  of  public  business  before  the  House  at  tie 
present  session*  .     ^n 

Mr.  KifioufiBAOiCEA  opposed  the  mouoft  on 
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aeeouDt  of  the  laieness  of  the  boar^aod  reoeired 
ihe  motkm  lor  adjoariiineDt,  which  was  agaio 
negatiTed. 

Mr«  JoBNBoiv  withdrew  his  motion,  aoder  the 
idea  tbat  a  qaorum  was  present. 

Mr.  QAaoBNiea  renewed  the  motion  to  direct 
the  attendance  of  members. 

Mr.  BuawBCL,  Mr.  Taooart,  and  Mr.  Biob- 
i«ow,  spoke  against  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Rbea, 
Mr.GARDENiBRj  and  Mr.  Porter,  in  Ai^or  of  ii. 

The  arj^uments  on  the  one  band  were^  the  im- 
propri^y  at  this  time  of  th^  liight,  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  and  on '  snch  an  important  subject. 
of  bringing  the  members  from  their  b^ds;  ana 
on  tbe  other,  the  urgency  of  the  business,  and  the 
evident  iniention  to  deiay  or  defeat  this  bill,  with 
wfiteli  many  gentlemen  had  withdrawn  from  the 
House.     ' 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  ^djonra,  (at  half- 
past  one,)  and  decided  as  follow^ : 

TxAs— Joseph  Allen,  Abiji^  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blais- 
dell,  Bsrent  Gardenier,  Nathsniiel  A.  HaTen,  Hermsn 
KnickerbadLer,  Robert  Le  Ro^  Livingston,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  jan.^  Lewis  B.  Sturges,'  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Kitfian  K.  Van  Rentelaer,  Laban  Wfaeaton. 

>iATs--Lem«al  J.  Alston,  Willis  Atstan,  jnii^  Wit- 
Ham  Anderaon,  David  Bai^d;  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
"W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Barwell,  WU* 
Bam  Butkr,  Josaph  Calhoun,  Langdon  Oheves,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Coduan*.  William  Crawibrd,  Rich- 
ard Cutis,  John  Dawson,  .Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Bppea,  Willi8U9  Findley,  Meshack  Franl^lin,  Banillai 
Gannett,  Oideon  Gsrdner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyna  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Bichard  M. 
Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  Mc- 
Kinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gar 
don  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  NewbolU,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Nicbolaon,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eltsha  R.  Potter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Boi^ne, 
Erastua  Root,  Bbeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Saramons, 
Ebeoecer  Seaver,  Bamuel  8hair,  Dennis  SmeH^  John 
ttrailie,  George  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  JohnThomp- 
aan,  Ud  Traeyf^Oharles  Tamer,  jun.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Rabert  WbUaUU,  Baekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert 
Witharq>oon«    - 

A  quoriim  being  present,  Mr.  BtoBi^owcon- 
elttded  his  remarks.  The  following^  i»  his  speech 
entire: 

Mr.  BfOBLOw.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  extreme- 

atbal^  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  and  at 
is  kto  hoar  of  the  nif  ht,  the  high  aense  of  the 
dmf  wfrfcb  I  feel  that  1  owe  to  my  constituents 
and  to  my  coontry,  shoald  compel  me  to  submit 
to  the  constd^atioo  of  the  House  a  few  remarks 
vpan  this  alt-important  anbject.  They  will  be  of 
a  general  nature,  candid,  and  as  tnach  aa  poasi- 
ble  coD6ned  to  the  subject  of  debate. 

8ir,  on  this  occasion,  I  fe^l  no  disposition  to 
censure  the*  conduct  of  the  President.  Permh 
me,  however,  before  I  proceed  ,to  the  subject,  to 
jio^e  a  very  singular  remark  of  tho  honorable 
fientleman  from  Pennsylvania,  f  Mr.  Ross.)  That 

featteman  observed,  "*  that  when  this  bill  was 
laid  on  your  tabie^  be  was  determitied  to'  vote 
*  ngninat  It  f  tbet  ke  conaidtfad  it  wrong  in  prki- 
llihCoii.SdSBss.— 34 


^erple,  and  injurious  in  its  consequences;  and 
'that  he  should  now  vote  affaiost  it,  had  not 
'  several  gentlemen,  particulany  the  gentleman 
^  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  duiifOY,)  been  so 
'  severe  in  their  censures  upon, the  conduct  of 
'  the  Administration.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  sop- 
^  port  the  Administration,  and  should,  therefore, 
*  vote  for  the  bill^  although  be  disliked  it." 

Sir,  I  apprehend  the  P'resident  will  not  feel 
under  very  great  obligations  to  that  gentleman 
for  this  kind  of  support.  For  myself,  I  am  free 
to  declare,  that  stronger  reasons  than  those  must 
operate  upon  my  mmd,  before  I  can  give  my 
sanction  to  a  measure  professedly  impolitic  and 
unjust. 

This  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  advocated  on  the 
groobd  that,  by  the  law  of  May  1810,  we  are  un^* 
der  obligations  to  France  to  prohibit  commercial 
intercourse  with. Great  Britam.  If.  sir,  I  rightly 
recollect,  for  I  have  not  the  law  before  me,  the 
substance -of  the  proviston,a8  it  respected  France, 
was,  that  if  she  so  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts 
and  decrees,  as  that  they  should  cease  to  violate 
onr  neuthil  commerce,  and  Great  Britain  refused, 
for 'three-  months,  to  pursue  a  similar  course | 
then  was  this  system  or  n on- intercourse  to  com* 
mence,  as  it  respects  Great  Britain^ 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  deny  that  the  faitb  of  the  nation 
is  pledged  by  the  law  of  May,  1810.  H  is  neither 
a  contract  nor  a  treaty.  To  constitute  a  contract, 
two  parties  are  necessary,  at  least.  All  writers 
upon  thf  subject' neve  so  considered  it;  and  sir, 
if  one  party  can  make  a  contract  with  another, 
without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or  approbation, 
of  the  other,  it  is  a  new  discovery,  with  wbieb, 
•as  yet,  I  am  sunacquainted.  Such,  sir,  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  contract  referred  to;  ^  The  Congress 
was  the  only  party  concerned  in  .  making  ir. 
'Fcance  knew  nbthi^g  of  it,  it  way  made  whoHjr 
without  her  consent  or  approbation.  How,  then, 
is  the  national  faith  plighted  to  France  by  that 
law  ?  '  Sir,  I  %now  of  but  one  way  in  whidb  the 
faith  of  this  nation  can  be  pledged  to  another, 
and  that  is,  by  a  treaty  anproved  end  ratified  by 
the  constituted  authorities ;  and  surely,  sir,  ne 
gentleman  .wiU<:ontend  that  this  law  amounted 
toa.treatyJ  If,  then,  it  was  neither  acontract 
nor  a  treaty,  the  faitb  of  the  nation  is  not  pledged. 
The.  most  ^ou  can  make  of  it  is,  as  was  observed 
on  a  former  occaaion,  by  the  honorable  geittl^ 
man  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Ranoolpb,)'^'  that  it  is 
M  rtileof  eondtiet  forourselves."  But,  air,  I  am 
wilhog  to  admit;  in  ease  France  had  fairly  and 
honestly  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the 
law,  so  often  referred  to,  that  good  faith  on  our 
part  might  have  required  tbat  we'  should  pass 
the  present  bill.  Whi^  wa^s  the  condition  to  be 
performed  on  the  part  of  France?  Sir,  she  was 
to  revoke  and  modify  her  decrees,  so  that  tbey 
should  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  Commerce. 
This  has  not  been  done.  The  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  are  not  even  nominally  revoked.  Look 
at  the  letters  of  Mr.  Rnssell,  our  Gharg6  des  Af- 
f  J  ires  at  Paris,  of  the  tenth  of  December  last. 
Look  at  the  letters  of  the  Diikes  of  Massa  and 
Qaetai  of  the  twenty-fifth  nfthesyaaeflaonthtL  Look 
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ai  ber  conduct  subaeq^geot  to  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, tbe  lime  when  yoa  were  informed  that  those 
decrees  would  cease  -  tO'  operate.  Has  she  not 
aeized  every  fesael  which  has  arrived  at  tier. 
I^rts  since  that  period  ?'  Upon  this  point  I  will 
Bol  waste  the  time  of  tbe  House  by  atteropting 
to  show  that  those  decrees  are  Atill  in-  force,  a 
fact,  which  has  b,een  already  so  jully  b^xx^  amply 

J  roved  by  the  candid  and  able  argunrvents  of  the 
onorable   gentleman   from   New   York,  (Mr. 
Emott.) 

But,  8ir>  I  will  j^o  further,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  admh,  not  only  that  the  law  o/May, 
1610;  has  all  the^binding  force  upolLthisjiatioD 
of  a  treaty  made  by  the  regular,  Constitutiotial 
MithoHties,  but  that  theBerliv  anjl  Milan  decrees 
were,  on  the  fifth  day  of  August  last,  aotttaUf 
revoked  ;  and,  after  the  first  day  of  No?emb<MP, 
«eas:ed  to  violate 4)ur  neuuat  commereek  There 
48  still  another  imporUot  point  to  be  considered, 
and  I  hope  gentlemen  wiU'  aftiend  to  it  with 
•candor. 

8ir,  it  is  a  principle  well  established  by  the 
itew  of  nations,  as  wellvas.by  the  laws  o€  nature 
jtnd  reasoo,  that  when  ooe  nation;  in  consequence 
of  revoking  certain  acts  injutions  to  another  na* 
tion,  claims  from  ,the  other  nation  the.perfbrm* 
«nce  of  a  promise  made  on  condiiion  that-  those 
<acts  should  be  revoked,  it  i.n  necessary  that  the 
nation  thu8  claiming  the  fulfilment  of  the  prom- 
,ise,  should  fin^t,  not  only  revoke  those  iniiiriojas 
acts,  hut  it  should  alao  be  done  fairly  and  honesty 
ly,  without  subterfuge  or  reserve,  and  wuhoot,  at 
the  frame  time,  adoptiog  other  measure^  equally 
injurious,  and  prodtieintf  the  same  effects.  Now,, 
air,  admit  that  the  declaration  of  the  Duke  de. 
Cadore,  in  his  letter  of  the  6ih  of  Aogusc,  1810, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Mi|ai»  decrees  were  revoked, 
and,  after  the  first  of  November,  would  cease  to  vio- 
late onrneutral  commerce,  was  an  Retrial  reioca- 
fkm  of  tboaetlecrees;  still,  sir,  if  thiswas*nEierely  to 
amuse  and  deceive  us,  if  another  act  equally  jn- 
Mirious  was  at  the  same  time  substituted,  will  it 
te  eonteitded  that  France  has,  nevertheleiia^  fairly 
cbmplied  with  the  conditions  of  your  law  ?  Sir, 
H  is  a  very  siaguiar  fact,  that,  on  this  verr^fih 
day  of  Augusti  anoi her  decree  was  issaedby  the 
French  Emperor," which  was  equally  tnjunons, 
'an4  amqlinteil,  in  &ot,  to  a  prohibition  of  ottr 
.  aomniercefaa  much  as  theBerlin  and  Milan  de- 
orees.  1  allnde  to  th6  tlaUes  establt^hed  by  the 
Bmperor.  on  acticleaofAmerican  produce,  which 
were  ao  aoormoualy  4igh  4hat  the  .owner  would 
prefer  an  abandonmeat  of  his  ca^oto  a  paynrent 
Df  t^e  dttties.  Even  this  was  iosufilcient;  Ibr, 
by  «  anhseqoent  decree,*  various  artitolea  were  pro- 
bibited,  and  those  which  ivere  allowed  must  only 
be  exponed  itt  vessels  which  should  sail  fVom 
Charleston  or  New  York. 

Is  this,  sir,  that  fair,  that  honeal  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  is  this  that  hwiafide 
performance  of  the  condition  \  that,  ceasing  to 
Tiolata  our  neutral  commerce,  which  lay^  us 
oader  aucb  solemn  obligations  to  Franca?  Am 
I  not,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  anthorized  to  say,  that 
Iha  cttdiiina  of  iba  law  af  Ma^  18A(V  has  not 


been  complied  with  ?  I  trust«  sir,  as  to  tkii|mit^ 
that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  lb. 
Turreau,  of  the  18ib  of  December  list,  will  la 
-eonsidered  a« cooelusire.  In  this letter^tbe See- 
reiary,  speaking  of  the  enormous  duuet  wiudi 
have  been  mentipned,  obser ve^ :.  ^  If,  then, for ^ 
*  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws,  prodaeiogtlM 
'  same  comiaereial  effect,  haae  been  satxAiiQtal; 
'  the  mode  onlyt  and  not  <tbe  measore,  have  u- 
.*  dergoae  an  al teration.'' 

•  To  jny  mind,  air,  this  insidious,  this  perfidious 
conduct,  on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  is  iafiaiie^ 
more  base,  and  merits  tha  indignatioa  of  tke 
American  people -infinitely  noie  tbaa  .wooldu 
open,  refusal  to  revoke  the  obnoxious  deeren  It 
is  an  attempt,  if  I  OMiy  be  allowed  tbeeipreaio9, 
to  gull  and  daceiva  qs,  by  an  artfal,  iotriftuBi 
policy,  which  ou^ht  to  excite  our  jealoosnani 
rouse  our  highest  resen tmenfa.  I  trust,  sir,  1  ban 
fairly  shown  that  our  faith  is  not  pligbted,  tlial 
we  arc  binder  no  obligatioas  .to  Napoleea.  If  ii 
this  lam  correct,  then  thepa^sa^eof  thepmiit 
bill. is  a  mere  que&t^  of  policy  aad  iateresti 

It  would  be  a  mer^  waate  i\t  time  tp  aiteii^ 
by  a  r^renc.e  to  the  pnat  evils  which  karett* 
suited  from  this  restrictive- syslem,  to  show  tie 
impolicy  >of  ite  continuance.  The  bad  efBttttal" 
ready  produced  are  but  toawell  knoara.  Tbii^ 
sir,  is  the  favorable  moment  to  erase  itfroiD  fiv 
statute  books^  the  policy  and  interest  of  llieM- 
tion  require  it. 

Let  as  examine,  for  a  ifioment,  the  coaseqineei 
of  its  contintiaoce. 

Po  you  believe,  sir,  that  your  merebiBts,  a 
great  portion  6f  whose  property  has  hew  ^^ 
by  foreign  nations,  when  the  remnant  of  tbeit 
vessels,  >yhich  have  escaped,  shall,  u poo  enteriog 
your  owp  porta,  be  seized  bv  your  owneostoa- 
hoUse  officers,  that  they  will  be  satisfied  to  lo^ 
^he  temainder  ofaheir  pro4>erty.  in  puisua«cia 
your  own  Ifiws?  They  will  think  it  baideioi^k, 
that  milliona  of  tlieir  prc^^erty  hava  boea  ttisM 
by  Franae,  by  Denmark,  and  by  Sweden,  vilk* 
out  having  the  reoaaiadef  seized  on  their fdtfi) 
and  coofiMatad  by  tbair  own  Qovarmseat  Soie 
ly,  sir,th'ey  will  require  strong  evidaaea  of  il« 
fact,  that  yoar  fiitth  ia  (Righted  to,F«Me«)b^ 
chay  will  h^'aaiiafied  with  the  BMasare  ya«u< 
aboui  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Sipealcer,  I  am  not  iba  Repraaoaiatif*^ 
merchants,  I  feel  no  peculiar  interest  in  their  5 
vor^  but  Iconaider  them  auseCal  elassofe;!^ 
seas  I  their  interests  are  closely  coaaecM  vh^ 
tka  intereata  of  .yaur  faraoersi  aad^ia  this  pQtB^ 
of  view,  they  are  at  leaat  entitled  tonotioe.  HiU|r 
erto^  yanr  merchants  baTa  been  noted  for  their 
fairnesa,  and  for  the  respect  fhey  have  |aid  to 
your  revenue  laws.  But,  air,  after  baviaf  iheif 
property  plundered  by  Franca,  by  Deamark,  »»• 
Sweden,  will  they  not,  when  they  leaio  (hatfroia 
a  scrupulous  regard,  to  your  faith  pii^hted  to 
Franca,  a  &iih  however  which  has  no  esisi^B^ 
yao  aeise,  with  a  few  exceptions,  «U  ^^7^ 
turn ;  wiU  tbey  not,  I  repeat  it,  endeavor  to  load 
their  cargoes  ao  aa  to  caeape  the  vigilaaceof  yov 
affioam?^  Hara  yaa  na  appcaheA&a  thai,  whca 
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x\f  bare  oa«e  learnt  the  art  of  MM]|fi^1iog^  to 
••▼e  their  property  from  seizdre  and  cobiaeatioD, 
Uivy  will  afterwards  prjEMstise  it,  to  aroid  the  pay- 
meat  of  duiien  ?  1  fear  that  this  system  will  htive 
a  tendeticy  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  youi'  mer- 
ehaDts,and  froiH  tliem  it  wiU  extend -tbraughoat 
the  country. 

Sir,  I  will  detain .  the  H^use  but  •  nsoment 
loDi^er.  Had  this  bill  gone  far  eoQUgb ;  had  the 
inajurity  p^rmiMed  amendmeots  whiich^  woiriii 
liave  secured  the  property  of  ytMir  ii]er6hants  to  a 
mfficieot  exteat,  sttjch^  I  deprecjste  this  restrict 
tiTB  system,  and  desirous  as  1  am  of  embracfbg^ 
this  iaforable  m«meot  for  its  repeal,  I  might  l^iye 
been  tempted  to  iote  for  the  biU ;  as  it  in,  I  ^a« 
set  but  oppose  U. 

Mr.  Sahmohb  mored  an  adjodrnmervt. 

Mr.  BoTLBfi  BK>ved  to  send  for  the  absent 
■aeaabenk  Although  so  miBy  had  deserted  iheijr 
cluty j  he  hoped  there  were  still  enough  left  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  the  remainder. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  wae.tost,  yeas  10.  ^ 

The  motion  was  then  made  tii>  send  for  absent 
members. 

Considerable  cootersatioa  took  place 'onnhe 
mbjeet. 

Mr.  SbiiLiB  expressed  his  hope  that  an  adjourn- 
ment would  n<^t  take  place  on  any  account.  He 
saw  a  determination  in  the  minority  to  preTent 
the  passhge  of  the  bill;  and  as  the  rules  now 
stoodj  they  had  a  power  to  do  it  by  taiktog.  In 
this  state  of  tbiags,  and  ioi  the  situation  in  which 
the  minority  now  overruled  the  HMUoritjr,  it 
was  imperioubly  required  of  those  who  remained 
al  their  post  to  cooipel  the  atteadanee  of  •b* 
aentees.  -      ^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Butlbb^s  bio- 
tioo,  and  carried,  yeas  41. 

At  tweaty  minuteiB  past  two,  the  Doorkeeper 
-was  accordingly  despatched  for  the  absentees. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  edjourn/  yeds  6,- 
pays  6a. 

At  teA  minutes  past  three  another  meinbefr, 
Tixs  Mr.  SAirYBR,  appeared. 

A  ^erum  qot  being  present-^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjoarn.-^liost;  40 
tola 

At  half  past  ihree  o^look  a  call  of  ^he  HoUab 
was  ordered.  It  a  ppeared  that  there  Were  set en.ty- 
dae  ostambers.  inoiuding  theSi^aker,  waoting'on^ 
efaqaoruiB.' 

Mr.  SouTBABD  stated  the  improbability  of  get* 
tsag  a  quofum  to  attend  to  basiness,  anc|  his  own 
iaa^liiy  to  remain  longer,  and,  therefore,  moted 
an  adjonramenh 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTtiR  seconded  the  motion.  ,  He 
afeid  he  now  saw  the  impossibility  of  setting  a 
quorum';  that  whenever  an  addttfonai  member 
came  in,  a  mfemher  was  detached  from  a  certain 
corps  in  the  House,  so  as  to  leate  the  House  con- 
tinually wanting  one  of  a  quorum. 

The  motion  was  nega tired,  yeas  29,  nay^  SL 

Sereral  motions  were  made  at  different  times 
for  compulsory  process;  hut  it  was  the  opinioii 
of  the  Speaker  that  no  such  process  eoold  b^ 
iaaaed  vnl^  a  quoram  wim  preteai. 


Mr.  .QAtiuon&  again  mjored  to  adlourn,  yeas 
S5,  nays  28.         ,  ^        »x 

Aftier  further  consideration,  a  motion  to  ad* 
jjonro  prevailed,  31  to  23. 

The  House  adjourned  after  a  most  desultory 
abd  fatiguing  session  of  eighteen  hours,  the  last 
fqur  of  which  a  quorum  was  not  present,  nor 
Qould  other  members  b^  induced  to  attend. 


'     Wednbsoat,  Pebmary  27. 

The  House  fended  a  qqortim  at  half-past  ten 
o'clock.    -  .  < '        ' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  T.  Moore,  and 
seconded,  that  the  House  do  adjourn ;  and,  the 
.question  being  thereoii  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  Begative-*-^eas^^5,  nays  73. 

Ati^tssagefrom  the  Senate  infomned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  kave  passed  the  biU,etititled  "Aii 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  wiih  the  In* 
dian  tribes ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
erect  tf  Hght-hoD»e  on  Boon  Islhnd,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear 
river,  and  to  erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the 
State  ^f  North  Carolina,'  and  to  place  buoye  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Bdirartown,  and  to 
er^ct  a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  Blizabeth,in  the 
State  of  Massachiuetts,"  with  amendments  to 
each;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mn  Jorm ron,  the  bills  Were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  tablew 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  taken,  wiihoot  debate,  on  the 
first  section  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr« 
.Eppeb,  viz:  'V^hat  which  goes  to  authorize  the 
President,  whenever  Great  Britain  shall  have  so 
revoked  or  modified,  &c.,  to  deelare  the  fact,  upoa 
which  the  non-intercourse  shall  c^ase,"  dpc.— and 
decfded  as  follows : 

Yxis— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Ezekiel  Bsoon»  William 
T.  Barry*  Burwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W,  Bibb,  Adam 
Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  Willfam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Xengdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James 
Cochran,  Richard  Cutts^  Joseph  Desha,  WiUlam  Find- 
ley,  Meshaok  Franklin,  ^Bartillsi  Qannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  James 
Holland,  Jacob  Hpfly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Samuel  MeKee,  Wil* 
liam  McKtnley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitcbill, 
John*  Moatgomery,  Niebolu  R.  Moere,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Garden  8.  Mamford,  Thossas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newtoa,  John  Porter,  Peter  B*.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Peansylfanla,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Emstaa 
Root^  John  Ross,  Ebeneser  Sage, .  Lenrael  Sawyer, 
Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Joha 
SmiUe,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Staalbid» 
John  Stanley,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tra^,  George  M» 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke» 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whltehill,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon — 65. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  John  C.  Chamberlsin,  Epa- 
bhroditui  Chaioipion,  Martin  Chittenden,  WOUam 
Crawibrd,  John  DaTenport,  Jun.,  William  Ely,  James 
Bmott,  Charles  Geldrtwroi^,  ThomasR.  G^WIK 
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Ham  Hale,  Nathafiiel  A.  Havan,  Daniel  Heisler,  Jeii- 
aUun  H.  Hubbard,  EbeDezer  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkina,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liring- 
aton,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,-  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickmon,  jun^  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, John  Randolph,  John  Rhea  df  Tennesaee,  John  A. 
fikodder,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sateuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Reniselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  fezekiel 
"Whitman,  Jam^  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright— 86. 

The  question  then  reeurred  on  the  second  sec- 
tion proposed  as  an_  aniendaieot,  by  Mr.  Bppes. 
Tis::  declaring  tJiat,UQiil  the  proclamation  of  the 
Presid^Dt  deciarini^  the  re? ocatidn,  the  noQ-iuter- 
course  shall  be  in  force  jo  relation  to  Great 
Britaiiu 

On  this  question  ih^  debate Te-eomtpenced, 

Mr.  GoLD.-^Mr.  Speaker,  at  a  period  wbeo 
the  ci?ilized.  world  is  eouyulsed  by  eoi^tipoed 
war,  to  its  centre ;  wheti  the  European cpntioeDt 
is  ezhibitins;  the  marks  of  ruthless  conquest,  and 
is  threatened  with  alt  that  barbarism,  with  Which 
Atilla,  with  his  invading  hordes,  overwhelmed 
the  Roman  world,  U  becomes  the  Couftcjls  of  (his 
•atioB  to  inove  with  eactlious  steps  on  the  theatre 
oi'  our  foreign  relations.;  to  move,  sir,  with  a  fixed 
eye  on  the  great  law  of  neutrality,' and  yield  iCn 
implicit  obedience  to  its  ^high  injunctiuns.. 

It  eminently  becomes,  sir,  the  Government  of 
this  country,  in  all  our  concerns  with  the  bellt^* 
erents  of  Europe,  to  carry  an  even  hand,  to  tnarni- 
fest  to  both  a  lair,  im^rtial,  and  eqoal  conduct 
VITitbout  such  a  course,  the  consequences  to  out 
peace  and  prosperity,  from,  the  jealousy  and  vio- 
lence of  warring  nations,  are  Inevitable,  and,  with 
it,  we  can  hardly  promise  oursetv4?s  exemption 
from' aggressions  and  spoliation ;  such  and  so  de- 
structive is  the  spirit  of  the  times.  Need  I,  sir, 
to  excite  caution  in  legislation,  r^fer  .4be  House  to 
theconsequetfceft  of  the  non-intercourse  act,  of  the 
let  of  March,  l£t09;  for,  however,  free  from,  t^\ 
exception  from  the  belligerents  was  that  act,  yet 
FrancCj  in  the  wantonness  of  power,  made  it  the 
pretext  for  the  exercise  pf  the' rigorous  right  of 
reprisal  by  an  additional  decree,  which,  with  the 
preceding,  have,  like  the  besom  of  destruction; 
•wept  our  property  from  the  ocean. 

It  was  on  that  act,  that  Uie  Rambouillet  decree, 
of  the  23d  of  March  last,  was  founded  for  its  sole 
justification  :  and  so  do  the  very.terins  of  the  de^ 
cree,  shameful  and  disgraceful  as  it  is,  import. 

In  reviewing,  the  proceedings  Of  our  GK>vern- 
ment  ^nder  the  aqt  of  the  1st  of 'May  last,  (the 
act  upon  which  the  Presidenu's  proclamation  for 
anon*importation  with  Great  Britain  is  lounded,) 
permit  m6,  sir,-  to  ask  if  the  spirit  of  a  fair  and 
impartial  neutrality,  so  eminently  iltecessary  in 
the  critical  situation  of  the  United  States,  bas 
guided  our  proceedings  with  the  respective  bel- 
ligerents 1  By  this  act,  if  either  of  the  belHger- 
eiifs  rescinded  its  edicts,  violating  our  neutral 
rights,  the  non^imtiercoupe  acr  was  to  be  put  in 
force  against  the  other  refusing  to  rescind,  and 
the  President,  by  proclamation,  was  to  declare 
such  f«ct  of  rescinding.  Under  this  provision, 
air,  the  President  sab»tituted  a  prunpectira  en- 


gagement (br  a  fact  done ;  a  promise  for  a  per- 
lormancej  thefntofe  for  the  past,  and  hence,  sir, 
have  resulted  onr  present  dimculties;  that  critii 
which  bears  so  hard  open  the  AmericaD  people. 
It  h  not,  sir^  my  object  to  impeach  the  moiira 
of  the  President  iiy  this  ill-fated  proceedrog;  I 
am  to  presume  a  love  of  country  guided  mm; 
but  it  15  impossible  not  to  see  in  the  measore  t 
course  indu^c^nt  lo  France,  a  coDStractioo  apon 
the  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  the  5tbof 
August  last,  (toochiDg  the  revocation  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlib  and  Milan,)  the  most  (avorabk 
and  ad^rantageous  to  that  countryi  and  offeosire 
to  Great  Britain*  For,  sir.  notwithstandisg  tk 
above  ptocktBation,the  noondajr'sun  is  not  pUioer 
than  that  those  decrees  are  not  revoked ;  nor  ii- 
deed,  sir,  will  thev,  «n  my  opinion,  ever  bt  re- 
voked under  the  above  act.  The  utmost  eitcot 
q(  our  hppes^  firom  the  laat  despatches  triBSOUt* 
ting  the  official  commonicatioo  a£  the  tweatf 
fifth  of  December  la^  from  the  Grand  Jad|e 
Ma88a,and  theMtiMsterorFinance,G«ete,is,tbtt 
our  vcbsefo  (with  their  cargoes)  seixcd  ia  tiie 
ports  of  France  since-  the  first  of  November,  it 
violation  of  «he  stipulation  of  the  above  leuerof 
the  5ih  of  August,  and  of  all  that  is  holdeo  sacred 
amoiig  datioas,  may  be  at  somefutare  day,aDier 
^me  new  and  embarrassibg  leooditioas,  flowisf 
fromi  the  policy  of  Napoleon,  restored  to  our 
suffering  citizens.  By  the  last  paragraph  of  ibe 
above  letter  of  the  Minister  of  the  FiQafices,it 
i;^o.uld  seem  that  the  Emperor  and  Riog  bassbot 
his  eyes  u^ioa  past  engagefnents.aod  referred  sii 
that  concerns  us  to  th^  second  day  of  Febroiry, 
When  new  toils  are  to  be  spread,  as  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, for  the  unsuspecting,  credulous,  and  com- 
ding  Atnerican  merchant  and  navigator,  k^vi 
th^  mass  of  evidence,  that  the  French  decrees  ire 
not  revoked— evidence  whicb  is  increased  bjrthe 
melancholy  advices  of  every  east  wind— the  boo- 
orable  niember  (Mr.  Rir&s)  from  Teoaeiiee,  re- 
fers us  to  the  President's  procUmatiotFjSsafooa- 
diftlon  for  9mt  fiaith  in  the  repeal  of  tbe  d^reesto 
rest  on ;  this  is  evidence  iiideed  of  thiogs  act  sees- 
As  well  might  the  trdmblkig  mariner  look  ti»b» 
almanac  for  ti|e  titate  of  the  Tpreather  >t  the  •»• 
tnent  the  pitiless  tempest  is  beatiog  ^P^^  .**f* 
and  bia  vessel  laeinking  -  under  the  shock  of  w 
dlemeats.  Whatever  ground  of  hope  or  beuelia 
the  good  ikffth  of  France  existed  at  the  uoeot 
issuing  the  prochmation. subsequent  eveott bars 
removed  tboee  grounds  from  under  oar  feeU  sm 
blasted  all  our  hopes;  the  wily  policy  of  tM 
Freidch  Govrt  stands  confessed;  the  Emperor  Ions 
but  to  chasten ;  he  seduces  but  to  destroy.     . 

While  the  indolsent  course,  the  ^^^^^l^^^e 
terpretalion  of  the  letter  of  Cadore  of  the  5th  ol 
August  above  ment'ioaed,  was  adopted  bf  wt 
Cabinet,  towards  France*;  was  a  si  in  ilsr  temper 
ftnd  disposHion  manifested  in  relation  to  Great 
Britain?  .. 

I  fear,  sir,  this  part  of  the  case  will  »<^^7!rf 
bear  scrutiny.  That  the  Ordersin  Counpil,aod  aot 
the  doctrine  of  blockade,  were  the  bbjecu  of  IM 
act  of  the  Ist  of  May.  in  relation  to  Great  Britsia, 
not  only  the  debatea  of  i^e  period|  but  the  leooA- 
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petioo  of  every  member  of  this  House  will  bear 
oe  out  ID  assertin)2f.  That  mere  cruising  block- 
ides,  and  6Tery  other  blockade  not  supported  by 
iD  actual  in?estii<g  force,  is  onwarraoted  by  the 
aws  of  natioBSf'is  my  clear  conviction;  it  is  the 
esult  of  examination  and  reflection  on  the  sub- 
ect ;  b«t  unfounded  in  public  law  as  is  the  doc- 
rine  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  its  abandonment  or 
nodificatioQ  can  only  be  expected  from  treaty, 
md  not  by  an  isolated  declaration  at  the  thresh- 
old, under  the  threat  of  a  specific  alternatiTe. 
Phe  Orders  in  Council  being  removed,  the  block- 
ade of  May  1806,  would  have  been  little  niore 
ban  nominal ;  why  then  was  it  insisted  on  as  in- 
iispensable,  under  the  above  act?  ,Throu2h  a 
trange  fatality,  something,  inconsiderable,  m  it- 
elf,  is  always  found  in  our  demands  upon  Great 
3ritaio,  to  Imr  a  settlement. 

But,  Mr:  Speakei^,  what  is  calculated  much 
nore  to  put  in  |po<)ardy  the  neutral  character  of 
»ur  Government  is  the  bill  on  the  table.  While 
U  is  uncertainty  and  embarrassment  with  France; 
rhiie  her  decrees  remain  merely  suspended  and 
lot  revoked  ;  while  your  merchants,  trusting  to 
he  plighted  faith. of  the  Edaperor,  have  been^ 
Irawn  into  the  French  ports  and  there  betrayed 
nd  sacrificed;  while  conimerce  is  bleeding  at 
very  pore  under  the  merciless  gripe  of  Napoleon, 
ve  are  called  on  to  go  fartherjlo  conciliate  France, 
ban  she  was  entitled  to,  had  she  faithfully  re- 
roked  her  decrees.  Upon  revoking  his  decrees,  the 
Smperor  was  entitled'  to  h«ve  the  act  of  the  1st 
»f  May  carried  into  efiect  against  Great  Britain, 
md  he  was  ifntitled  to  no  more*  Such,  sir,  is  the 
>reci8e  condition  imposed  on  the  United  fitates^ 
>y  the  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore.  of  the  5th  of 
August,  and  this  is  the  whole  extent  of  the  re- 
luiremeot.  Upon  what  ground,  then,  sir.  is  it 
hat  we  are'  called  on  to  pass  |his  additional 
)oo-importation  act  against, Cheat  Britain?  If 
9'raoce  has  revoked  her  decrees^  is  not  a  non-im-. 
>ortatipn  with  Great  Britain  inevitable,  and  does 
t  not  exist?  But  I  will  put  the  key  to  the  door; 
et  us  not  dissemble;  France  has  not  revoked, 
ittd  for  that  cause  and  thai  alone,  has  the-ques- 
Jon  arisen,  whether  there  be  at  tht^  time  a  legal 
ion-importation  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir.  there 
t>6  ai^y  other  difficulty,  in  the  way  of  a  hon-im- 
[)ortatioQ  with  Great  Britain ;  if  there  doe's  exist 
my  other  possible  obstacle,  let  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  name  that  obstacle.  I  make  the  appeal 
10  gentlemen,  I  demand  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  whv  and  where- 
fore it  is  presented?  France  has fkited  torevoke 
ber  decrees,  and  as  such  revoc9tion  was,  under 
ibe  act  of  the  first  of  May,  apce-Tequtsite  to  non- 
importation with  Great  Britain,  such  nron-lmpor- 
tation  must  fsll.  unless  this  additional  act  in  favor 
df  France  is  passed.  This,  sir,  is  nhe  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  case;  and  on  no  other 
rround  can  this  disastrous  measure  be  placed. 
If  France  revoked  her  d^'crees^  she  was  entitled 
to  a  noo-importation  against  Great  Britain,  and 
if  she  failed  to  revoke,  what  ?  The  bill  gives  the 
answer— she  is  equalljr  entitled ;  so  thM,  do  what 
Fraoc^a  may  do,  the  end  onisi  be  m  Don-importa- 


tion with  England.  Such,  sir,  is  the  logic  of 
your  bill;  sucn  the  impartiality  towards  the  bel- 
ligerents; such  and  so  barefaced,  the  subversion 
of  the  great  principle  of  the  act  of  May  last.  ' 

The  principle  or  the  act  of  Ma^  was  ju^t  and 
equal ;  our  offers  to  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  the  satne;  and  the  result'  in  case  of  refusal, 
alike  to  both.  France  met  the  offer  by  the  famous 
letter  of  Cadore,  of  the  5th  of  August ;  in  which, 
with  morie  than  conjurer's  skill,  this  disciple  of 
the  Jesuits  brought  together  and  united  both  pres- 
ent and  future ;  be  revoked  and  did  not  revoke ; 
he  ^ve  up  the  decreesand  yet  retained  their  op- 
eration or  effects;  he  made  the  revocation  both 
absolute  and  conditional;  absolute  for  obtaining 
the  President's  proclamation,  conditional  for  the 
purpose  of  eluding  performance;  abitolute  for 
drawing  our  property  within  his  clutches,  condi- 
tional ^r  retaining  it,  to  fill  his  coffers  and  fattea 
h)s  minions;  in  fine,  sir, the  letter  was  one  thing, 
or  an6th,er'  thing,  or  pothing  at  all,  as  artifice 
might  suggest  or  futiire  events  render  necessary. 

But,.8ir,  the  most  copious  source  of  error  that 
I  havewitnessed  during  the  various  debates  upon 
the  proceedings  otider  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May, 
is  found  in.  the  exteot  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees.  The  gentlemen,  who  have  commenced 
their  career  of  conciliation  .with  France,  treated 
those  decrees  as  operating  only  on  the  narrow 
ground  of  direct  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  B/itain  and  on  our  vessels  to 
other  port^  which  have  submitted  to  British 
search  ;  hence  the  effort  tojustify  the  late  seizures 
of  our  ve:>sels  in  France,  upon  grounds  consistent 
with  the  repeal  of  those  decrees,  as  being  laden 
with  British  colonial  produce,  4c.  But,  sir,  this 
cannot  avail  or  give  the  least  color  to  the  pretence 
of  a  repeal.  .  . 

The  Berlin  decree  (that  decree  which  emana- 
ted from  the  French  Emperor  at  the  capital  of 
prostrate  Prussia,  w^ere  he  sat  like  Marius  over 
the  ruifis  of  Carihage)  contains  ten  distinct  arti- 
cles; the  6th  and  7th  prohibit  all  trade  in  British 
merchandise,  and,  the  more  effectually  to  close 
all  the  aveqiies  to  the  Continent,  exclude  from  the 
continental  ports  all  vessels  coming  from  Great 
Britain  or  her  colqiiies,  or  that  shall  have  visited 
the  colonies  after  the  ddte  of  the  decree.  The 
Duke  de  Cadore,  by  the  above  letter  of  the  5th 
of  August,  pledeed"  the  Bmpefor,  his  master,  for 
the  entire  repeal  of  this  decree  without  any  res- 
ervation. 'Had  this  pledge  been  faithfully  re- 
deemed ;  had  such  repeal  been  had  with  good 
{aith,  it  would  have  subverted  the  whole  conti- 
nental systern  and  removed  all  difficulty  both  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  and  between 
usand  Great  Britain,  as  it  must  have  produced  the 
actual  result  required  by  Great  Britain,  in  restor- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  world  to  that  state  it  was 
in  at  the  promulgation  of  the'decrees.  Although 
the  above  decree.s  partake  of  municipal  as  well 
as  external  regulation,,  yet  the  French  fimperor, 
foreseeing  that  Great  Britain  would  not  relin* 
quish  the  ground  taken  while  the  continental  sya* 
t^m^ »o  hostile  to  her  commercial  interests,  wa9 
coatfnued,  and  yielding  for  a  moment,  as  Mi  rap* 
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posrd,  to  Uie  eroaBs  of  subjugated  Slates,  stipu- 
Uted  by  the  aDo\re  letter  for  a  relinqaisbmeBt  of 
his  system  by  an  entire  repeal  of  those  decrees. 
Let  me  repeat,  sir,  bad  France  proved  faithful  to 
her  engfsements,  tiie  United  States  would  at^his 
moment  have  bad  a  prosperous  commerce  whb 
Europe,  and  the  present  «ta.te  of  things  js  fairly 
imputaole  to  the  Emperor,  with  whom  that  bill 
on  your  table  invites  us  to  proclaim  ^  all  is  wiell.", 
Hook  about  me,  sir,  with  emotions  of  (iooeern 
and  aoiiety  to  find  a  ground  on  which  to  justify 
the  course  adopted  bynbis  bill  towards  tne  bei- 
lieerents.  The  J^eace,  the  reputation,  and  honor 
01  my  countVy  is  concerned.  While  th^gceat  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  fair  neutrality  iball  be  our 
landinatks  and  guide,  come  what  may,  fall  when 
we  may,  we  shall  stand  justified  to  the  world, 
and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  wesliall  hftve 
the  support  of  our  own  consciences;  the  sweet 
and  consoling  reflection,  that  we  stand,  elearof 
fault  and  deserve  a  better  fate.  This  bill  will  not 
give  the  United  States  this  high  and'  enviable 
condition. 

If  our  Army  and  Navy  is  not  so  ffreat  as  those 
of  our  enemy,  oux  reasons  ought  to  be  at  l^st  as 
good,  and  pur  pause  as  just.  This  high  ground 
of  justice  and  neutrality  is  about  heiiig  given  up 
by  this  measure,  and  FTrance  is  to  be  selected  for 
our  friend,  and  England  marked  as  an  enemy, 
while  the  former  has  never  ceased  to  this  day  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights  to  the  extent  of  her 
power)  to  outrage  all  that  is  respected  amoi^g 
civilized  nations. 

It  lyas  not  sufficient  for  the  Emperor  to  with- 
hold the  revocation  of  his  decrees,  but  insult  is 
added  to  injury ;  the  United  States  mostucknowl- 
isdge  themselves  the  aggressor  in  all  things  and 
submit  to  his  correction.  This  Government,' 
whose  only  fault  wa»  in  too  long  nuffsr'ing,  justly 
required,  by  the  above  act  of  the  first  of  May^  the' 
repeal  of  those  unlawful  edicts  to  precede  any 
atep  on  the  part  of  this  country ;  hut  the  Emperor 
has  revdicsed  all,  requiring  our  non-importation 
with  Great  Britain  to  be  actually  carried  into  ef- 
fect, previously  to  a  revocation  of  his  decrees,  or 
even  a  restoration  of  oui;  property  seized  since 
the  first  of  November.  Such,  sir^  is  (l^e  insulting 
course  prescribed  by  the  above  communication 
of  the  Grand  Judge,  Massa.  The  Emperor  re* 
quires -the  submission,  and,  by  ihis.act,  (which 
enacts  an  immediate  laon-intercourse  with  Great 
Britain,  without  regard  to  the  fact  whether  France 
has  or  haa  not  repealed  her  decrees)  you  comply. 

With  what  embarrassment  and  confusion  will 
the  American  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  Ernes' 
present  this  act,  which  violates  the  sacred  pledge 
givep  to  that  Court,  in  a  cominunication  to  Mar- 
quis Wellesley  made  by  Mr.  Pinkney  on  the 
lOlh  of  December  last  (page  29  of  last  message 
aifid  documents  from  the  Pre^deut*) 

'In  that  letter  our  Minister  presents  the  United 
States  aa  impartial  and  just  in  requiring  from 
France  an  actual  revocation  of  her  decrees,  be- 
fore she  could  be  entitled  to  a  non-importation 
gainst  Great  Britain.,  His  representationa.and 
«8stuances  of  this  unshaken  disposition  of  our 


Government  are  strong;  jiia  langutge  is emphft* 
tic;  "to  put  the  law  of  non-importaiioa  befMt 
the  revocation  of  the  edicts,  was  impossible.' 
Why  will  you,  sir,  give  that  Court  such  t  trivapk, 
and  your  Minister  such  mortifies tioa,  as  most  ei- 
sue  upon  a  commiuiicatioo  of  thb  act? 

It  only  remains,  sir,  for  me  to  regret  the  netti* 
sity,  which  this  bill  has  imposed  oa  me,  to  istra* 
duce  so  often  Great  Briiaia  and  Fraoce,  lod  lo 
speak  of  their  relative  conduct  towards  this  ^oot* 
fry^  It  would  have  given  me  much  pletsoretd 
avoid  a  course  of  observation  which  canaot  fii 
to  be  misrepresented,  and  expose  to  imputitioM 
of  foreign  predilections.  But,  sir.  the  act  of  ihe  lit 
of  May^  ami  the  bill  on  your  taole,  rendered  tk 
discussion  of  the  relative  condu'tt  of  the  bdli^- 
^jpts  indispensable.  In  opposing  this  bill,(wbieh 
gives  to  France  friendly  intercourse, and  toGrctt 
Britain  hostile  non-importation)  I  have  beeicM* 
strained*  to  canvass  the  reason  for  soch  t  pre* 
fsrence ;  and  to  demand  why  you  depart  froo  cbi 
course  of  equal  and  impartial  resistance  to  boi 
the  belligerents,  as  long  as  they  continue  wklMH 
a  change  of  measures  to  violate  our  rights. 

Mr.  GaoLSOR  next  spojce  oa  the  opposite  uk 
of  the  question. .  He  repelled  the  assenioos  lai 
at-gomeat  of  those  who  bad  endeavored  to  pt^ 
suade  the  House  to  consent  |o  a  breach  of  tk 
pfighted  faith  of  the  natioti,  under  an  allcH 
(ton-performance  of  her  share  of  the  eDgagriMl 
on  the  part  of  France.  He  examined  the  Mbjed 
analytieaily^and  quoted  the  letters  of  the  Dm 
of^Masea  and  Gaete  as  evidenee  of  a  refoeatioi^ 
of  soch  a  nature  as  would  not  have  bees  \9m^ 
tioned,  had  they  proceeded  from  another  ^tsr. 
If  the  Uw  of  May  last  was  to  be  carried  uto  tf> 
feet,  this  s^tion  oujght  to  be  passed  t^  leaofi 
all  doubt  or  uncertainty  e^  to  Us  operatios,  4^ 
Mr.  G^oLSON  spoke  two  hours. 

Mr.  p£AB80M.— It  is  but  aeldoro,  Mr.  Sfieakr, 
I  addl'ess  you,  especially  on  aubjecuof  themtive 
and  ioAfuxrUnce  of  that  which  is  how  oiuler^ 
cussipn.  JPerhaps  ob  this  account,  1  may  oot  be 
the  less  enticed  to  your  indulgence  and  theittcr 
tion  of  this  assembly. 

lam  not  so  vain,as  to  indulge  the  hooeofbeiif 
able  to  cast  much  additional  light  on  the  montft* 
tous  subject  before  us;  and,  from  the  iadiesiiooir 
which  are  but  too  jilainly  perceivi»d,  of  the  it* 
termination  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  to  ptn 
this  bill  with  all  its  imperfections  on  iu  hcaM 
despairof  obtaining  within  (bese  walls  a  sis^ 
convert  to  my  opinion  ;  but,  sir,  the  high  impco- 
ous  voic0  of  duty  summons  me  to  an  eyerti^ 
and  for  my  donntry,  my  constituents,  aad  mj^f^h 
1  am  bound  to  obey.  .  I  embrace  the  present  iie- 
ment  with  more  cheerfulness. than  (  should  ban 
done  any  preceding  period  of  the  debate,  beesitfe 
I  feel  no  artificial  warmth,  np  excitation,  empt 
that  which  flpWs  iftimediately  from  the  subjeeC 
My  feelings,  naturally,  ardent,  nave,  it  is  troe^  beea 
much  quic^ned.at  various  stages  of  tbisdieeos* 
sion,  and  sir,  I  am-  much  indebted  to  tbegeiMle' 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gbolson)  lArho  Itttad* 
dressed  you,  for  having  aided  me  much  io  ^^''^ 
ing  that  ternp^  of  niiMl  wJhieh  alone  ought  to  m 
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vMrnifestedin  oar  deliberations.  The  ealm,  dis- 
pa8$idnate,  and  unassuming  address  of  that  j;en^ 
tiemaa  (Mr.  G.)  deserves  my  approbatioo^  &nd  I 
give  it  froely ;  but  as  for  the  troiH  of  his  fwe- 
iiiises,  the  soundness  of  his  logic,  and  correctness 
of  His  conclusions,  they  are  left  to  the  saaction  of 
those  WiMwe-  perceptions'  are  very  different  from 
mine.'  In  the  coarse  of  my  remarks,  some  of  the 
most  prominent  observations  of  that  geotleman 
will  not  escape  my  notice. 

Mr.  Spealier,  no  nation  can  be  great,  prospe- 
rous, and  hapi^y,  or,  if  it  is,  can  oontinae  that 
g;reatnesd,  prosperity,  and  happiness  long,  Qnle^s 
It  is  governed  and  directed  by  the  sodnd  princi- 
ples of  justice,  honor,  abdimpartiaijty  ;'and  more 
especially,  should  those  prfncfples  be  regarded  in 
a  Republic,  Whose  very' base  is  virtq^,and  whose 
support  is  the  aid  and  approbation  of  honest  a od 
honorable  men.  The  instant  tlris  foundation  and 
this  iiapp>orlis  torn  awiiy,  the  supetstructorecrnm- 
bles  into  rains ;  the  el esant  fabric  Of  liberty  is  seen 
no  more;  anarchy  with  all  its  deformities,- or  des- 
potism with  all  its  horrors^  raise  theif  hideoa? 
crest,  poll  down  the  temple  of  liberty  and  give- 
chains  to  tt^  votaries,  h  is  to  be  hoped,  Mr.  9pea- 
trer.  that  this  state  of  things  will  not  be  the  result' 
«>f  the  present  measure ;  but,  when  connected  with 
the  proceedings  of  this  Government  for  several 
years  past,  and  particularly  with  sofhething  whicrh 
has  been  lately  done,  bat  which  I  am  not  ^t, lib- 
erty to  name,  my  mrnd  is  fiHed  with  dfeadfol  fore- 
bodings of  our  fate;  and  no  slight  apprehensions 
for  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  ^  ' 

Being  opposed  to  the  principles  of  th4s  bHl,  and 
having  no  confldenqe  in  the  reasons  or  pretences 
bf  which' it  is  attempted  to  be  justified,  I  shall 
not  trouble  you  with  an  ezpo^iitiou  of  its  particu- 
lar details,  however  novel, arbitrary,  and  inipolitic 
they  mayappear.  The  bill  proposes  substantially 
a  revival  of  that  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tions, under  which  the  people  of  our  country  have 
so  long  and  severely  suffered.  It  sabstaniially 
denies  all  intercourse  with-Great  Britain  and  her 
eotonies,by  ezcloding  from  our  ports  British  ves- 
sels of  every  description j  and  the  products  and 
mannfiietures  of  that  nation  of  every  kind,  and  to 
whomsoever  they  belong  5  while  at  the  same  time, 
every  possible  indolgenee  is  granted  to  PHrance — 
her  vessels,  armed  and  ttnarmed,her  producWand 
those  of  the  nations  which  she  has  subjagared, 
fittd  no  restraint  from  as.  Here  let  me  reifnark, 
that  to  those  two  contending  Powers,  whenever 
their  interest,  or  the  interests  of  either  of  them 
come  in  contact  with  the  interests  of  my  own 
country,  I  feel  no  preference,  I  make  bo  discrim- 
ination ;  my  first  best  wishes  evet*  are  at  hdnie. 
I  now  solemnly  appeal  to  gentlemen,  why  shffll 
we,at  this' moment,  make  this  marked  oistinction? 
Why  shall  we  take  this  hostile  attitude  against 
Great  Britain, and  open  our  armstothe  embnlee 
of  Prance?  When,  by  doing  so,  we  must  inevi- 
tably afflict  our  own  people,  and  depart  from  that 
character  of  neutrality^  wnich  has  been  the  alleged 
.boast  of  the  present  and  late  AdmHiistration  ;  and 
nrhieb  alone  has  afforded  those  io  power  an  apoK 


ogy  with  ther  people  for  thos^  #ild  schemes  of 
pojicv,  with  which  their  course  lias  been  bat- too  • 
plainly  marked,  and  that  accumulated  'dtsfren 
which'every  man  has  seep,  and  every  honest  rrian  - 
has  felt  7  Can  it  be  becaose  Bonaparte  ba»  said, , 
he  loves  the  Americans  ?  d-sir,  know  00  otheip ' 
-cause.  I  know  it  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  iMsdi 
said  too  by  the  honorable  gen tUman  who  renort«il> 
this  bill^  and  his  hoirorahle  colleague,  (Mt.Gbol-- 
80n)  that  the  Berliii  and  Milan  decrees  are  re* 
voked.;  and,  in^  oompliapce  with  the  law  of  the 
late  session  of  Congress,  the  -faith  of  this  nation 
h  pledge«l  to  Bonaparte,  for  the  due  ex<^cation  of 
that  larw  against  Great  Britain..  To  those  opioiooa 
my  understanding  cannot  tissentr- the  obligation 
to  *Bonaparte  I  neither  feel  nor  believe.  That 
none  such  exist  will  not,  in  my  opinioji^  be  difll- 
ctift  to  prove.  Por  a  faijT  understanding  of  this 
question,  it  becomes  neces«sary  to  apply  to.  the  law 
of'May,  1810.  On  that  law;and  the  proceedings 
which  have  beer^  subsequently  adopted  by  this 
Governhient  and  Frahce,  most  the  pVopriety  of 
the  present  measures  be.  justified  or  condemned. 
The  act  alluded' tOf  in  stibstance,  declares  i  *^  That 
in  caseelther  G  eat  Britain  or  Pralice  shall^  before 
the  3d  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify 
her  edicts,  ti^at  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neii- 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  whieh  fact 
the  President  of  the  Ufiited  States  snail  declare 
by  proclamation,,  and  if  the  other  nation  shtlinot, 
within  three  moi^ths  theTeafter,  so  revoke  or  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  the  restrictive  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  1869  are  (o  be  revived  aqd 
have  full  force  aod  effect  against  the  nation  so 
feftsrng  or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify,''  d^. 
and  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act,  are  from 
the  date,  of  such  proclamation^  to  cease  and  be  dis- 
t:ontinued  in  relation  to  the  natfOn  revoking  dr 
modifying  her  decrees  in  the'  mannef  aforesaid. 

The  emphatic  words  of  this  law  are,  so  revc^ 
or  modify,  as  that  they  cease  to  violate,  dbc.  Here 
is  a  positive,  unconditional,  indispensable  fftete* 
quIsUe.  to  be  complied  with  before  the  President 
was  aiuthorized  to  exercise  the  power  given  to 
him  ;  a  specific  fact  was  to  exists  and  he  was  em- 
powered simply  to  moke  its  existence  known  to 
the  nation  ;  no  discretion  was  allowed ;  nothing 
left todoybtful  construction^noconditional  prom- 
tsj^ory  note  of  a  perfidious  agent,  of  a  more  per- 
fidious ihaster^  wasi contemplated  by  the  law.  The 
great  question  now  is,'does  the  fact  xm  which  the 
proclamation  was  alone  to  issue,  and  on  which 
Its  legiifmacy  solely  depdhdi^,  exist,  or  does  it  not? 
The  rery  doubt  ought  to  decide  the  question-*- 
the  burden  of  proof  unquestionably  ought  to  rest 
on  those  who  call  on  us  to  pass  this  law  j  and  in 
their  own  language,  execute  the  con^Ct,  and 
violate  not  the  faith  so  solemnly  pliffhted  to  "  Na- 
poleon the  Great" — uhfortunaitely  the  evidence  on 
which  they  rely  disproves  the  fact,  and  we  are 
eniibled  to  do  what  can  seldom  be  done,  and  ought 
never  to  be  required — prove  a  negative. 

The  Idit^r  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  the  5lh 
August,  18ia,  the  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, and  Mr.  Ptnkney's  diplomatic  special 
pleading  ia  his  letter  to  the  Sccfetary  of  State^  ef 
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Ihe  lOtb  of  December,  constitute  the  whole  bqr- 
^en  of  ijroof  uj^Q  which  the  advocates  of  this  bill 
ceec  tlieir  defence,  and  the  eyidenee  of  the  fact, 
•on  which  alooe  it  can  be  justified.  1  have  stated 
<he  law.  and  what  1  conceive  to  be  its  obligations 
•oo  the  Pfeftident  and  oafselveA.  It  will  nsw  be 
4)roT>er  to  take  a  correct  view  of  this  famous  letter 
ii  the  Due  de  Cadoreof  the  5.ih  August,  this  hon- 
ied charm,  which  has  seduced  us  into  a  laba- 
rynth,  from  whose  gloomy  eel  1^  and 'devious 
windings  we  are,.I  feai^  not  soon  to  be  extricated. 
This  letter,  which  contains  but  one  sentence  of 
plain  truth,  viz:  ^^That  the  Emperor  applauded 
the  geiieral  embargo  laid  by  the-United'Siates'^ — 
)«fter  asserting  the  most  palpable  falsehood,  hy 
•denying  that  the  Emperor  had  -knowledge  of 'our 
4aw  of  March,  1809,  until  very  lately,  and^jjustify- 
iog  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  all  Ameri- 
loan  property  which  bad  entered;  not  only  the, 
ports  of  Fraiwre,  btrt  those  of  Spaip,  Naples  an<il 
Holland,  dating  from  the  20th  of  May,  180^;  and 
declariog  that  reprisal  was  a  right  commanded 
by  the  dignity  of  France^  a  circumstanoe^n  which 
itw&simpostiible  to  make  a  compromise— the  letter 
proceeds :  ^  Now  Congress  retrace  their  steps,  they 

*  revoke  the  act  of  the  first  of  March,  the  ports  of 
'  Amierica  are  open  to  French  commerce,  and 
'  Franca  is  no  Umger  interdicted  to  the  Ameri* 
^  cans.  Inahort  Congress  engages  to  oppose  itself 
'  to  that  one  of  the  belligefent  Powers,  which 

*  should  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  rights  of-neu- 
'  trats.    In  this  new  state  of  things,  1  am  author- 

*  ized  to  declare  to  you^  ^tr,  that  the  decrees  of  JBer- 

*  lin  and  Mflan  are  revoked,  and  that  after  the  first 
'of  November  they  will  cease  to  have,  effect; 
'  it  being  underatood.  ihat  In  con^^uence,  of  thi$ 
'  deckratioo,  (remark^  Mr,  Speaker,  i his  declara- 
tion, not  this, ^ct,), the  Engli^  shall  revoke 
'  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new 

*  prin<!iple8<of  blockade,  which  they  have  wished 
'  to  establish,  or  tha(  tne  United  Sia4es,^confor- 
^mable  to  the  act  you  have  just  communicated, 
'  shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by.  the 

*  English" — then  follows  in  sweet  accentS^,  His 
Majesty's  declaration  of  love  for  the  Americans^ 
his  solicitude  for  our  prosperity,  and  the  glory  or 
France. 

This  is  the  gilded  p»Hl,  in  which  lurks  a  roost 
deadly  venom,  and  which  if  we  swallow,  I  fear 
all  the  political  quackery  of  the  nation  cahndt 
aave  us.  On  this  letter,  gentlemen  rely  for"  the 
revocation  of  the  Frepeh  edicts,  and  the  freedom 
of  our  commerce  with  France.  Allowing  the 
most  favorable  construction  to  this  letter  and  ah- 
atracting  it  from  circumsunces,  and  facts  both 
before  and  afterjts  date,  it  will  not  bear  gentlemen 
out  in  their  conclusion ;  it  does  not  satisfy  your 
law,  and  did  not  warrant  the  state  of  things  whiph 
baa  been  and  is  about  to  be  produced.  Instead 
of  an  existing  and .  determined  fact,  we  have  a 
promise,  and  that  too  clogged  with  conditions, 
which  it  was  well  known  to  the  Emperor  would 
not  or  could  not  be  complied  with  to  the  extent 
required  by  him.  The  conditions  which  depended 
on  Qreat  Britain,  he  knew,  nefer  would  be  yielded, 
•nd  that  which  depended  on  ourselves  was  AOth- 


ing  «hort  of  war  wi^h  England  or  our  owb  cili* 
zens,' by -oppressing  them  with  a  perpetual  eaa- 
bargo.  Instead  of  an  authenticated  act  of  revo- 
cation, bearing  the  authority  of  the  moat  ordinary 
law  or  edict  of  the  French  Empire,  we  have 
nothing  but  a  tetter  from  the  agent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  the  Emperor  may  disavow 
at  pleasure — as  was  done.in  the  case  of  the  Mia- 
ister  of  Marine,  in  his  explanations  to  General 
Armstrong  of  the  intended  operation  of  the  Berlia 
decree-^instead  of  the  restoration  of  the  imoMiise 
amount  of  American  property,  of  which  youreil- 
izens  have  been  most  cruelly  and  unjustly  robbed 
by  this  fd  1  monster  ^C  the  age — and  which  the 
President  declared,  through  theSecretary  of  Stale, 
in  letters  toQeneral  Armsuoogof  the  5ih  of  Jooa 
and  July,  must  precede  an  arraogemeat  with 
France,  and  was -an  indispensable  evidence  of  the 
just  purpose  of  France  towards  the  United  Suict ; 
instead  of  having  forty  or  fifty  millions  worth  of 
our  property  restored,  we.are  vauotingly  told,  that 
the  properly  was  confiscated  as  a  measure  of  re- 
prisal, that  the  principles  of- reprisal  must  be  tbt 
law  in  that  affair,  and  that  a  compromise  would 
be  inconsisleorwith  the  dignity  of  Fraoce-!<»the 
plain  English  of  whieh  is,  we  have  the  property 
and  we.  will  keepit.  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  to  he 
thus  amused?  Common  honor  and  commoa  sense 
revolt  at  the  idea.  ^ 

An  Honorable  gentleman  from  South  Garoliaa. 
(Mr.  Chbvbs,)  whom  I  am  very  much  ineliaed 
to  respect,  in  an  ingenioiu  argument  which  he 
qaade  the  other  day,  to  prove  that  the  Fneaeh  de* 
crees  were  revoked,  told  you  that  the  remcatkm 
of  those  decrees  depended  on  the  mere  Mtitioa  q{ 
th^  mind  of  the  Emperor ;  not  requiring  aothea- 
tication  or  form  j and  although  they  might  bete* 
vived  the  next  roojnent,  or  substituted  by  other 
regukitious  equi|ll)r  affecting^ our  neutral  rights, 
still  they  were  revok'^d.  Thus  attributing  aa 
authority  to  Bonaparte,  descriptive  of  the  power 
of  the  God  of  nature— when  be  said  let  there  be 
light' and  there  was. light.  And  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman. from  MassachusettSi  (Mr.  Q^tHGT,) 
who  contended  that  ybrm  was  essential  to  there- 
peal  of  a  decree,  he  remarked  that  the  gentleoiaa 
wantedyerm  fund  nof  substance.  From  this  eoarsa 
of  reasoning,  I  conceive  the  gentleman  has  admit- 
ted, that  this  pretended  Tevocation  baa  neither 
form  nor  substance.  An  ejict  taiay  be  defined  to 
be,  a  law  promulgated  in  such  form  as  the  insci- 
tutidnsol  the  country  require,  or  some  act  of  sov- 
ereign authority,  which  has  gone  through  the 
established  forms  of  office,  so  aA  to  become  ol^iga- 
tory.  The  edicts  of  France  have  an  appropriate 
form,  their  authority  is  attested  by  the  femperor 
and  publicity  is  given,  for  the  direction  of  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  them  into  eflect.  Sir, 
the  dcicree  of  the  'mo»t  absolute  monarch  oo  earth 
is  no  decree  till  it  is  published.  I  contend  that  a 
revocalion  or  modification  of  an  edict  reqaire  the 
same  or  equal  solemnities  with  its  enactment; 
ihtfact  must  exist  and  be  officiiilly  naade  known 
before  it  becomes  obligatory— no  declaration  of  aa 
ratention  to  revoke,  cun  constitute  i|n  actual  revo- 
cattoo.  The  act  oi^^t  not  twly  to  be  deteraAiaed 
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«Bcl  iMJiblief  but  ^useeptible  of  aatheatiefttion,  aod 
capable  of  beiDg  eommaiiicatedio  tlit  Bation  and 
tbe  wurld.  r 

This  opinion,  if  it  needs authoriijr,  is  supported 
hj  the  iastruetioDs  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State  to 
•sr  liliDisters  at  Paris  and  Londoi^of  tbe  5th 
J«ly.  Mr.  Piaknex  it  directed  in  these  words — 
^*  If  tbe  British  GoYeromeot  should  aeoede  to  the 
'  overture  ooataioed  in  the  act  of  Congress,  by  re- 
'  peaiiag  or  so  modifyinj^  its  edicts,  as  that  thev 
'  will  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  you  wiH 
^transoiit  tbe  repeaU  properly*  authenticated,  to 

*  Qeoeral  AroBsiroBLg,  and  i£necessary)  by  a  special 
^  '  messensec,  and  you  will  hasten  to  transmit  it  also 

'  to  this  Department— similar  directions  aregiveo 
^  to  General  Ahoastroog.'' 

Will  it  for  a  moment  be>, contended,  that  the 
fornailaiUhefiUiecUion  required  by  the  Administra- 
tion, could  rat  an  a  Jesuitical)  insolent,  equJFopal, 
conditional  letter,  full  of  sound,  and  naeantdff  no*- 
tiling  foromrtfOQdl  But,saygedtleroen,tbe  Pras- 
ident  ipeceiveatheevideiie^  and  tssuetthis  procla- 
natioo.  This  is  true ;  bu  t  ^  y  bas  be  done  -  so, 
and  bow  justi6ed  by  tbe  law  under. which  alone 
be  was  authoriied  to  act,  is.  to.  my  mind,  perfect* 
ly  inexplicable ;  why,  in  tbe  couf^  of -this  ar- 
ran^meiit  with  France^  he  has  varied  tbe  ground 
wbich  be  first  tQob«— why  dispensed  witb  requls- 
ites*at  one  time  declared  indispensable— *why  be 
advanced  in  exactions  froi^  Qreat  Briiain^  in  pro- 
portion as  bo  recede  from  demands  on  France, 
M  left  foir  bioBself  and  ibose  wJbo  baye  mora  wis- 
dom than  myself,  tadeler  miae.*.!  Iroat,  sir,  I  have 
m  proper  share  of  coofidenoe  in  the  fixeeuttve, 
and  have  no  disposition  to  detract  from  bis;aerit ; 
bot  be  is  only  man,  and  therefore  subject  ^o  the 
/faikies  man  is  heir  to.  We  have  as  yet  no  such 
maxim  amons  us,  as  that  tbe  Bxeeaiiva  is  infal- 
lible-^ba«an  do  no  wrong.  Whatayer  may  be  tbe 
disposition  of  other  gemlemen,  I  am  as  yet  too 
free,  too  mueh  of  a  gepuine  ^em^Hcan  to  sub- 
aerioe  to  such  a  doctrine.  I  said,  sir,  that  ia  tbe 
course  of  this  arrangetnent  with  France,  tbe  ad« 
ntoistration  advanced  in  their  deosands  on. Great 
Britain  and  receded  as  to  France^ 

I  argue  from  the  dopuments,  wbich  accompa- 
ftied  the  President's  Message  at  the  opening  of 
tbe  preaenc  session  of  Congress..  The  first  letter 
in  the  documents  from. the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  ^b  Januar^r.  1810,  does  not 
•oniain  a  word  on  tbe  subject  of  blockades — on 
the  contrary,  tbe  Orders  ia  Cooncil  are  alone  re* 
quired  to  be  repealed,  as  preparatocy  to  a  treaty , 
with.Great  Britain;  and  the  BrHiarh  Government 
are  assured  of  the  cordial  disposition  **of  the  Pres- 
'  ideat  to  exercise  any  power  with  which  be  may 
^  bo  invested,  to  put  an  end  to  acts  of  Congress, 
'  wbich  would  not  be  resorted  tobtu  for  the  Orders 
'  in  Council,  and  at  tbe^same  time  of  his  determi* 

*  nation  to  put  them  in  Xbrce  against  Fraace,  in 

*  case  her  decrees  should  not  also  be  repealed.'* 

His  letter  of  the  4ib  of  May,  wbich  was  the 
first  after  passing  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last, 


which  there  is  not  to  be  found  any  requisition  of 
a  repeal  of  the  blockbde  which  is  now  made  a 
Mine  quanon  to  an  arraniremeot  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. But  on  the  2il  of  July,  after  the  arrival  of 
the  John  Adams,  which  brought  the  correspoo- 
denae  hejiween  our  Ministers  at  Paris  and  Lon- 
don, and  the  Agents  of  the  British  and  French 
Governskenu,  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal  o(  their 
several  orders. and  decrees;  and  when  it  was 
koowa.that  tbe  British  Government  would  not 
abandon  her  system  of  blockade  and  adopt  the 
principles  contended  for  by  Franco — in  this  tetr 
ter,  I  say^  is  contained  not  only  a  demand  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Cooticil,  but  also  of-  tbe 
blockading  order  of  May,  1806.  I  have  already 
shown,  from  the  letters  before  me,  of  the  5(h  JuOf 
and  July^tbat  the  reatoration  of  the  ^Mropertf  of 
our  citizens,  confiscated  by  the  order  of  Bona- 
parte, tHis  declared  by  the  Executive  as  an  indis- 
pensable pre-reqaisite  to  an  arrangen^nt  witb  the 
French  Oovernmeot..  But  the  proclamation  of 
the  Prcifident  has  been  issued  wiihoitf  a  cent  of 
property  being  restored ;  nor  isihere  the  most  disi> 
taut  prospopt  cfC  our  regaining  a  shiUiog  from  his 
iron  grasp.-  Thus  have  tbe  administratioachanged 
tbe  ground  first  taken«  increased  the  demands  on 
Great  .Britain,  and  abandoned  what  was  deemed 
indispensable  on  th^  part  of  France. 

.  So  conscious  was  the  President  of  the  just  ex* 
peiuatipn  of  the  pet>pleof  this  country,  that  pro* 
vision. irould  be  made  for  the  restoration  of  their 
propertv,  be  informs  Mr.  Armstrong/On  the  2d  of 
November,  tbe  day  tbe  proclamation  wns  issued, 
that  ^ia  issuing  the  proclamation  it  has  been 
^  presumed,  that  the  requisition  on  the  subject  of 
^  the  sequestered  property  will  have  been  complied 
^with."  li'rom  what  this  p^sumpuon  arose,  1  am 
at  a  lose  to  say — the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Cad  ore 
to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  13th  September, 
bad  been  received  bere ;  we'  had  beea  told  there 
would  be  no  compromise;  the  law  o(  reprwal 
must  gorern.'  Sir,  tbe  law  of  repfisal,  as  recog* 
aised  l>y  the  laws  Of  nations,  could  never  have 
authorized  tbe  seizure.  Reprisals  can  opiy  be  re- 
sorted to.  in  case  pf  ancact  of  hostility  commit- 
ted by  oOe  ni^ion  on  the  property  or  citizens  of 
anotber,  and  after  compensation  for  ^he  injury 
has  been  demanded  and  refused  ;  and  even  in  that 
case,  the  properly  taken  is  to-be  held  only  in 
pledge^  till,  satisfaction  is*  made  by  the  ofi'en^ing 
nation.  The  moment  that  confiscation  takes  place 
the  principle  of  reprisal  ceases  and  it  becomes  an 
act  of  war.  We  nad  done  no  injury  to  France; 
we  had  violated  neither  the  rights  of  the  person^ 
or  property  Of  her  subjects-^no  demand  of  in- 
demnity was  ever  made;  not  a  complaint  whis- 
pered, till  nearljr  twelve  months  after  the  passing 
of  the  law,  (and  after  its  expiration  too.)  which  is 
made  the  pretext  for  this  monstrous  outrage.  The 
law  of  reprisal  bad  nothing  to  do.  with  the  affair, 
and  the  confiscation  of  our  property  excludes  the 
idea  of  restoration.  I  confess  I  was  astonished, 
and  felt  humbled  as  an  American^  when  I  heard 


tbat  enclosed  a  copy  of  ihat«ct.  is  notvpubiisbed.J  thelanguageof  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Oo  the.92d  of  May,  another  Utter  is  sent  en-1  ki  bis  Message  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 
oAoaing  a  seooitd  copy  of  tbe.act  of  Coagrass,  in  I  preaf nt'  session  oo  this  subject.  -Instead  of  that 
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high  itkdif^tMt  tODOi  dematid^d  by  the^ODor  aod 
f^efcings  of  the  natioo,  he,  io  (he  mildness  ofoslm 

Philosophy,  says,  **  U  iv^s  particiilariy  aiitkifmted 
that  as  a  further  evidenee  of,  just  disfX)iition6  to*' 
^wardd  them,  restoration  would  h^febeen  imme- 
*diately  ftiade  of  the  property"  of  our  citiieiw, 
iMJzed  under  a  miaappliccUion  eftke  prindpUf  of 
rtpriaah,  aod  a  inisKxmb^ruciiop  of  a  law  gf  (he 
United  Slates.  This  expectation  has  not  been 
fnlfiUed.  Thus  the  question  bJH  to  therestprfttioo 
seems  to  be  abandoned ;  one  kind,  loving  word 
iVooi  Napobon  the  Gk^at,  (as  he  has  been  tri- 
umphaaily  called  in  this  uouso,)  this  modem 
Alexander  (without  his  virtues,  with  all  hisfanlls) 
disarihs  us  of  our  rage,  aod  w^  give  miUipos  four 
his  embrace. 

It  is  in  vain,  sir,  to  seek  fpr  evidence  of  the  re- 
vocation of  the  Berlin  aod  Milan  decrees  in  this 
letter  bf  the  5th  August ;  wte  hfkve  before  us  the 
most  conclusive,  the  most  damning  testhaonlr  of 
their  cootioued  operation  as  Jateas  the  ^th  De- 
tember.  By  a  letter  from  oar  Charge  d'Afaires, 
dated  Paris,  lOih  December,  we  ar«  informed 
that  ^  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  lately  i^rrived  at 
'  Bordeaux,  has,  with  her  cargo,  the  bofki  fide 
^  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 

*  laden  at  the  port  of  Nls#  York,  been  seized  by 

<  the  director  of  the  customs,  under  the  Berlin  and 

<  Milan  decrees."    He  further  states,  thai  'Uhe 

*  oase^of  the  New  Orleans  Packet  is  thefirst  which 
'  has  occurred  since  the.  first  of  November,  (o 

<  which  theBerNn  aod  Milan  decrees  conld  be 

*  allied j  and  if  they^are  halted  in  tl^is  case,  |t 

*  will  be  diffieuU  for  Prance  to  show*  one  solitary 
'  instluice  of  their  having  been  praetidakty  re- 
«  voked."  . 

Theletter  from  Charlel  Meyer,  oar  Consul  at 
Pordeaux,  of  the  14ih  December,  states,  that  the 
brig  New  Orleans  Paoketf  of  New  York,  has  been 
seized  by  the  ooUector,  and  her  cargo  put  in  the 
im'i^efial  oust6m  house.  TheiichoonerFri^ndahip, 
of  and  from  Baliimore,  has  been  eeguestered* 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  QBOLcroN) 
has  argued  against  the  aperation  of  those  decrees, 
on  the>authority  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  con- 
tained^ in  that  bundle'  of  trash,  scmaed  up  from 
the  surplus  fund  of  rubbish  on  the  files  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State,' and  which  was 
earefelly  laid  on  our  tables'  the  other  day,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  no  seiirare  hajd  been  madf 
of  American  property  siaee  the  1st  of  November. 
But  unfortunately  for  the  gentleman  «nd  his  ar* 

Biment,  the  letter  alluded  lo  is  dated  the  1st  of 
ecember,  when  indeed  noseizore  had  been  made 
—but  Why  ?  Because  nJo  vessels  had  then  af rived. 
It  was  surely  unnecet«sary  to  tell  us  what  did  not 
happen  on  the  1st  of  December,  when  we  w^li 
know  what  did  happen  on  the  10th  of  December. 
The  gentleman  further  stated,  that  there  wiis^io 
evidence  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Friend- 
ship; this  state^ient  is  equally  trofortonate;  be- 
cause we  have  actnal  evidence  that  this  vessel 
was  actually  sequestered,  and  I  do  suppose  the 
gentleman,  on  reflection,  will  be  ioclined  to  admit 
that  the  capture  or  seizure  must  hive  been  made 
Mora  coademtiathMi  oould  uke  place*    Di)t  we 


hive  still  further  evideaoe  of  the  contuiiwd  op- 
eration of  thossk  decrees  bv  official  acts  of  iJie 
French  fiimpire,  as  late  as  the  25th  of  Deeenber, 
1810.  The  Duke  of  Massa,  io  a  leilev  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Justice,,  dated  Paris.  25th  December,  «fiar 
reciting  theletter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  of  ^w 
5th  August,  the  President's.  proelamatioB  and  the 
circular  letter  of  Mr.  Qalliatio  to  the  eoUeecora.of 
the  customs,  remarks:  ''Ib  coaseqoeaee- of  ibis 
^engagement,  entered  into  by  the  Qoremownt 

<  of  the  United  States^  to  oause  their  ri^lsts  Io  he 
'  rf  spect^*  His  Majesty  orders  that  all  the  eases 
f  Which  mdy  be  pending  in  the  CoimcII  of  Prises 

<  of  captures  of  AmeTtcan  vessel*  made  alter  the 

*  1st  or  November,  and  those  that  mef  in  focofe 

<  be  brought  before  it,  shall  not  he  judged  aeoord- 

<  iqg  to  the  -principles  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 

<  and  Milan,  but  that  they  shall  mmaia  mipea* 

*  ed ;  the  vessels  captored  or  seized  to  reatoi»  only 
'Jn  a  state  of  sequestration,  and  the  rights  of  the 

<  proprietors  being  reserved  for  Uieai  vntil  the 

<  2d  of  February,  the  period  at  which  ihe  Uai- 

<  ted  -  States  having  'fulfilled  the  eogageoaeM  id 

*  eaiiSBe  their  rights  to  be  respected,  the  said  c^ 

<  tores  to  be  deekred  ant!,''  te.  Nearlf  the  saoM 
iostrottioils  are  giveaat  the  same  tiaae  to  the  di- 
rector genetat  of  the  customs'  by  the  Duke  af 
.Gaete^hesaysi  ^Tho^  Amevfeao  vessels  whidi 
^  have  entered  the  portaof  Franeestnoe  the  1st 

<  of  November,  or  may  eater  in  ftitiii«,  aod  ihaas 
^  which  hfve  been  se^nesteied  in  eonttaveatMn 
*of  the  decrees,  most  be  the  otneot  of  a  ifieeial 
^  report."  And  oa  the  2d  of  Febraaey,  the  Jfaa- 
peror^  iateations  are  to  be  made  kaowa.  Can 
jthe  most  eredulotis,  the  moat  devoted  mtad  aew 
believe,  that  those  decrees  are  re^iealed,  and  that 
they  ha?e  ceased  to  have  effecl-— if  ao,  why  are 
•lur  vessehi  seized  at  all^.  Why  ^  their  laas  to 
be  saspeaded  awaiting  ihe  wilf  of  the  Smperorf 
Are  are  ready  to  submit  to  he  boaod  to  aeeodCf  ier 
our  gqod  (]tehaviour  ?  Are  we  thus  to  be  whipped 
into  thoadoption  ^  of  strong  and  energetic  miasami 
agaiast  the  commra  eweavy  ?*?  Are^we  to  tortaie 
our  owe  citizens  and  take  a  Voatile  attitsHle  agaiast 
Great  Britain,  to  obmib  the  iiberatioa  of  a  fewias- 
seis  which  have  been  brought  before  the  Conncil  of 
Prizes  in  France  since  the  Ist  of  November  1  Far. 
sin  be  assured,  if  any  are  ever  to  be  restored,  it  will 
only  be  those  which  have  arrived  in  Freacti  po<*> 
since  thefirst  of  Nof^mber,  and  have  not  been 
finally  condemned.  As  to  those  of  a  previous  dsM^ 
their  fate  is  irrevoeably/sealed;  .  What  then  u  ear 
siluaiton  if  wepm  this  bill,  orcontinne  the  lawef 
last  session^  or  give  efieot  to  the  President's  pre- 
clamatflon  ?  We  Iherall^r  saf  tQ  France,  we  ahn- 
don  all  claim  toiademnlty  for  the  multifJM  in- 
juries aod  tnsolts  we.  have  received  frdm  yea, 
open  our  ports  freely  to  you  and  close  them  against 
Great  Britain,  with  the  hope  that  you  will  repeal 
your  Berlin  and  Milan  deerece,  and  not  coadean 
the  vessels  which  you  may  have  seized  siotee  the 
1st  of  November.  Thus,  instead  of  bottoaiiag 
the  President^  proclamhttoa  and  thia  law  on  the 
actual  repeal  of  ihose  decreasy-and  the  reatoratien 
of  property,  you  expect  a  repeal  to  take  plaee, 
bottomed  on  this  la^and  the  yroeUaMition>  Tins, 
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in  tbe^rit  of  modern  cbiraky/the  imjared  pwty 
makvs  tb«  cooc^asioD  aad  pay«  the  piiea  of  peaee. 
Bir.  if  sueh  a  state  of  tbin^s  had  beea  auempt- 
ed  to  be  produced  direetljr  In  relatiofi  to  Oreai 
firicain  or  perhaps  to  France,  at  the  last  session . 
of  Congress,  it  woaid  hare  been  scouted  with  in- 
difl^tion  from  every  section  of  the  country. 

IVere  h  aeeeasary,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  eon-* 

t«nd,  on  the  auiboriiy  of  the  present  andlate  Ad- 

iDiniatration,  that  the' operation  of  the  Berlin  and 

Miian  deereee  never  would  cease  as  to  this  nation^ 

until  complete  satisfaction  had  been  obtained  for 

the  iDJuries  sustaiiied  under  rhem.    In  the  famous 

ease  of  tb6  Chesapeake  (an  event  whicii  I'feet 

as  mncli  as  any  man)  the  sentiments  of  the  Ad- 

miniscratioh  then  were,  that4he  abt  of. aggression, 

aithoag^  disavowed,  contioaed  in  fnll  force ;  tbftt 

it  oerer  couU  be  diseootioued,  never  cease  to  ex- 

iet^  till  completf  doa^pensation  was  a^ade.    If  this 

opiauHi  is  cocreoc,  aad  lam  inclined  to  give  it 

my  asaeat,  then  I  say,  the  decrecaof  France  never 

caa  cease  to  exist  as  to  this  nation^  tiU  we  ha¥e 

bevD  compcaaale^  for  the  incalciiUibb  JDmilts  and 

Injuries  we  have  sustained  in  coBsequenve  of  ifaeir 

aperatioa. 

Mr.  Speaker, "the  ebatrmaa  of  the  eommittte 

Sir.  JEppsaJ  wfco  reported,  the  btll,  in  reply  to 
e  very  able  speech  of  a  gsiHlemao.from  New 
Yoik  (Mr.  Bmott)  who  addressed'  you  in  the 
early  stage  of  this  diecnssioo,  aopeaired  to  me 
ratlier-  to  questioa  the  poricy  of  the  sonroe-  frotn 
wbiob  they  came^,  than,  to  have  anawexed  thear* 
gaooeats  of  that  genileman.  -  This  mode  ef  cea- 
aening  ma v  answer  the  parpoaeft  of  geatlemen*^ 
bttt  is  siicely  unfavpnabic  to  Auf  tavesrigatien  ;  it 
leiidsTto  abridge,  the  freedom  ol'  debate,  and  pre- 
vent-that  firm,  decisive,  apid  candid  exposition  of 
lliose  meatares,  which  we  conceive  may  VttnUy 
afiect  the  happtaess  of  the  people.  Thisisa  pri- 
v^ege  aad  a  duu  which  1  shall  ever  reganl  and 
ever .perforaiw  The  same  geatleman  (Mr.  Bppeb) 
and  several  others,  have  reminded  us  of  the  ar- 
raagement  ala^e  with  Mr.  firskiae ;  aad  offer  it 
ae  a  precedeat  for  the  justification  of  .the  Pnesi* 
deni's  pffoclamation  and  this  bill,  (which  ere  sub* 
ttantialiy  aae  and  the  saiiie  thing.)  I  b^d  sup- 
Meed  that  that'  uaforttmate  arranj^ineet  would 
have  been  kept  out  of  sight  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  It  was  to  have  been  ex- 
pected they  would  careiifUy  avoid  )in  atteroi>t  to 
make  one  bad  precedent  justify  another;  they 
mast  have  forgotten  how  that  arrangement  mili- 
tates agati^t  the  proclamatioa,  and  the  demand 
which  is  no>«>  so  positively  made  of  a  revoca- 
tion by  Qreat  Britain  of  her  bcder  of  blockade 
of  May,  1606.  That  arrangement,  tXmosi  dic^ 
tated  by  the  Administrfitioa,  and  which  was  per- 
foetlv  s4tisfaelory  to  us  all,  did  not  pontain  one 
syllable,  oot  the  most  disunt  intimation,  relative 
to  the  repeal  of  that  order^  vrhich  now  appears  to 
mite  so  highly  the.  iadigoatton  of  gentlemen^ 

and  has  been  magnified  into  a  cause  of  war.  The 
order  of  blockade  was  at  that  lime  more  recent, 
and  if  so  injurious  aenow  alleged,  coald  not  have 
mcaped  the  attention  of  the  Executive,  and  his 

aigiumt  ^Cahliket,  whea  they  wece  providiog^ 


the  annulment  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Jan- 
uary and  November,  1807.  That  arrat>gement 
was  made  without  reqeirieg  a  repeal  of  the  block- 
ade— now  nothing  can  be  done  without  a  repeal 
and  thurwe  are  to  be  blockaded  both  at  home  ana 
abroad.  ^ 

'It  may  be  forther.remarked,  that  by  the  law  of 
February.  1808,  the  President  was  authorized  to 
auspeod  toe  embargo  as  \o  France  pr  Great  Efrit- 
afa,  on  the  sam^  conditions  pointed  out  by  the 
act  of  May,  1810»  Iii  the  exercise  of  i\mx  power, 
riie  President  itistructed  Mr.  Pinkney  to  propose 
to  the  British  (Joveriiment  a  repeal  of  the  em- 
bai^  as  to  that  nation,  and  its  continuation 
against  France^  if  the  Orders  in  CoiMeil  of  Jan- 
uary and  Novemher,  tS07,  should  be  rescinded. 
At  that  time  nothing  was  said,  no  demand  was 
made,  not  even  a  proposition  offered  on  the, sub- 
ject of  the  blockade  in  question.  My  attention, 
sir.  has  been  sMnewhat  drawn  to  this  part  of  the 
subject  by  the  importanee  which  has  been  giveo 
io  It  in  the  documents  before  me,  and  the  argu- 
loent?  of  genliemea  of  this  House,  particularly 
the  gentleman  from  Vtrginia,  (Mr.  Eppse,)  who 
said  much  on  thi« -subject  the  otbejr  day,  in  au* 
swer-to  arguments  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  fMr.>  Bmovt)  did  not  make.  He  re- 
iterated last  nighc  that  hisamments  were  unan- 
'swdred  and  unajMwerable.  I  do  not,  profess,  sir, 
tp  be  perfectly  aequaiated  with  the  practical  ex- 
tent of  the  order  of  blockade  of  Mav,  1806,  nor 
do  I  know  the  precise  quantum  of  injury  we 
have  sustained^  by  it,  nor  am  1  to  be  understood 
aa  aittempting  its  justification — I  should  be  the 
last  to  cohcede  any  principle  or  any  right  to 
which  mv  country  has  a  claim.  But,  sir,  I  am 
compelled,  to  believe,  that  ^o  artificial  impor- 
tanpoe  is  at  thL^  moment  given,  to  the  sabjeof. 
which  it  has  abt  received  at  any  othef  period 
siace  the  adoption  of  that-  regulation  by  the 
British  Qovernment.  I  have  already  shown  that^ 
in  the  negotiation  of  1808,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ment wiui  Mr.  Erskjne,  the  question  was  not 
even  made  a  matter  of  contestation ;  and,  sir^ 
from  an  examination  of  the  Executive  *papers, 
from  the  date  of  the  order  of  the  blockade  down 
to  the  preseat  session  of  Congress,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  a  stogie  paper  remonstra* 
ting  against. the  order,  or*  insistiag  on  its* revoca- 
tion, ooir  do  I  know  of  a  single  case  of  the  con- 
demnation of  ah  Americen  vessel  under  its  oper- 
ation. On  the  contrary,  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion; (during  the  adminiitrafion  of  Mr.  Pox,  who 
was  believed  to  be  as  friendly  disposed  towards 
us,  as  any  man  who  ever  administered  the  affairs 
of  the  British  Cabiaet.)  this  measure  wa^i  sipoken 
of  by  our  Minister  at  London  (Mr.  Monroe)  as  a 
relaxation  favorable  to  neutral  eommerce*  It 
may  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  order  itself, 
as  communicated  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on 
the  16th,  of  May,  1606;  after  the  preamble  this 
note  states  ''  that^the  King,  takinglnto  consider- 
^  ation  the  new  and  extraordinary  means  resorted 
*  to  by  the  enemy  for  the  purpbae  of  distressing 
<  the  commerce  of  his  subjects,  has  thought  fit 
I  *  to  tlireei  that  neoeasary  mcasapCshoald  be  takeo 
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<  £ar  the  blockade  of  the  coast,  rifers*  aad  port?, 
'  from  tbe  river  Elbe  to  the  fiort  of  Brest,  both 
'  ificlusive;  and  tl^e  said,  coast,  rivers,  aod  ports, 
^are,  and  must  be  considered,  as  blockaded.  But 
'  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  declare  that  such  bloqkr 
'  ade  shall  not  extend  to  prevent  neutral  ships 
'  and. vessels,  laden  wit b goods  not  being  the  prop- 
'  erty  of  His  Majesty's  enemies,  and  not  being 
^  COB tra band  of  war,  from  approachiqig  the  said 
'  coasts  and  entering  i^to  and  sailing  from  the 
'  rivers  and  ports,  (save  and  except  the  coast, 

*  rivers,  and  ports,  from  Ostend  to  ^he  river  Seine, 
'already  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous  blbckr 
'  ade,  and  which  are' to  be  considered  as  ooptin- 
'  ued,)  provided  the  said  ships  and  vessels  so  ap- 
'  proaching  and  entering  (except  as  aforesaid) 
'  shall  not  have  been  laden  at  any  port  belonging 
'  to,  ojr  in  possessioii  of^  His  Majesty's  enemies, 
'  Und  that  the  said  ships  and  "vessels  so^sailing 
'  fr6m  the  said  rivej^  aod  pirts  (except  as  afore- 
'  said)  shall  not  he  destined  to  any  port  belonging 

*  to,  or  in  possesrion  of  His  Majesty's  ^n  em  ie&n  or 

*  have  previously  broken  the  Woekade."  .  This 
order,  then,  only  excludes  from  those  ports  ves- 
aels  having  enemies' property  on  board  or  articles 
contraband  of' war,  in  both  of  which  eases,  they 
i^re  liable  to  seizure  by  the  law  of  nations;  at 
least,  it  has  been  long'  contended  for  on  the  part 
of  Britain ;  i|  also  prevents  the  direct  carrying 
trade  frorti  oi^e  port  to  another  of  an  enemy.  I(* 
this  latter  extension  is  not  recognised  by  the  la]r 
of  nations,  it  is  generally  the  sabjeolof  treaty, 
and.  was  provided  for  by  our  treaty  with  the 
British  Government, .  and  the  laie  convMtion 
forme<|  by  Mr.  Monroe  wiiji  the  British  Qovera-. 
meat,  but  which  Was  rejected  princSpaUy  because 
Great  Britain  required  us  not  t&  submit  to  the 
Berlin  decree— a  requisition,  sir^  infinitely  short 
of  what  we  are  now  to  comply  with,  at  the  dic- 
tation of  France-^br  which  colonial  tirodvce 
was  required  to  be  relanded  in  the  United  dutes 
before  it  would  be  adm^irted  lato  the  ports  of  the 
Continent.  By  this  order,  bona  fide  neutral  ves- 
^Is,  with  neutral  produce,  sailing  froin  our  own 
country,  never  were  affected. 

The  genileAian  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppbb) 
has  said,  this  order  of  blockade  has  not  a  single 
feature  of  a  regular  blockade;  ip  this,  the  gen- 
tleman'is  tolerably  correct,  and  when  he  denoun* 
cea,  what  in  the  fashionable  cant  of  the  day  are 
called  paper  blockades,  I  join  most  heartily  in 
th^  execration.  It  is  true  this  brder  of  May, 
1806,  has  scarcely  a  feature  of  a  regular  blockade. 
It  was  not  avowed  at  the  time  to  be  even  a  con- 
structive blockade,  nor  was  the  right  contended 
for  of  blockading  without  an  actual  investing 
force.  It  does  not,  like  ordinary  blockades,  at- 
tempt a  complete  prohibition  to  all  trade  with 
those  ports,  butonljr  to  the  particular  objects  and 
apecified  cascfk  which .  I  have  mentioned.  The 
previous  measures  of  France  are  declared  by 
Mr.  Fox  to  be  the  cause  of  this  order.  What 
were  those  measures?  Thevwere  no  less,  as 
regards  ourselves,  than  a  violaiion  of  the  treaty 
which  had  been  solemnly  entered  into  between 
this  countcf  and  France ;  by  harassing  our  trade, 


seising  and  confiscating  our  vessels  in  paraaiii; 
the  commerce  guaranteed  (o  us  by  Ibattrestf; 
she  had  usurped  authority  in  almost  every  port 
and  city  from  Elbe  to  Brest,  and  exdoded  tht 
introduction  of  British  products  and  nerchai- 
dise,  whether  belonging  to  American  cttizent  or 
British  f^trbjects. 

Nqw,  sir,  let  me  state  to  you  the  langna^of 
our  Minister  (Mr.  Monroe)  at  the  time  this  o^ 
der  was  issued*  In  his  letter  of  the  17th  of  Mty, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  speaking  of  theonier, 
he  says,  ^  the  note  is  couchjcd  in  terms  of  i^ 

*  stra'int;  and  professes  ttt  extend  the  bloekuk 
'^  farther .  than  it  ,has  heretofore  done;  nevertk^ 

*  less  it  takes  it  fibm  many  ports  already  bloek- 

*  aded,  indeed  all  east  of  Ostend  and  westoftiw 
^  Seine,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  wiraad 
'  enemy's  profterty,  whicli  are  sdzable  witkoot 
^blockade;  and  in  like  form  of  exception,  eoi* 

*  siderine  every  enemy  as  one  Power,,  it  tdoiiti 

<  the  irade  of;  neutrals  within  the  same  liaiits  to 

*  be  fre^,  in  the  productions  of  enemy's  eolooiii, 

*  in  eyery  hat  the  direct  route  between  the coloif 

<  and  parent  country. 

'*lt  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  note  wasdnn 

*  by  the  Government  in  reference"  to  tbeqoesdoi, 

<  and  if  intended  by  the  Qabine^as  a  foanditioi 
'  on  whieh  Mr.  Fox  ik  authorized  to  fonn  a  tmty, 
'  and  obtained  by  him  for  the  purpose,  it  most  be 

<  ttewed  ill  a  rerv  favorable  k^ht ;  it  seems  ekir* 

<  ly  to  put  an  end  to  further  seiaure^  oo  theprii* 

<  cinle  which  has  heretofove  been  in  conteststioi." 
This  view-  of  the  subject*  whkh  sorely i>t6v 
one,  eonnecied'With  the  silence  of  the  A^mii*' 
tration'  for  four  years,  m«Bt  put  an  esd  loikt 
clamor  so  oftenraised  against  this  order,  wtoea 
has  been  the  alleged  cause  of  the  Berlin  deerte, 
and  charge  against  Greiit  Britain,  of  bavittf  l»^ 
the  first  aggressor  on*  our  neutral  rtghti.  pi^! 
we  have  indeed  been  insulted,  injured,  aodtltW" 
byhoth  natioiss,  to  an  extent  which  wnuM  jiKfiff 
an.y  measures  in  our  power,  but  let  us  twtpswijt 
the  crimes  of  one,  and  magnify  those  of  ibe  other  j 
and  abave  all  let  us  not  whip  ourselves^ectwe 
they  will  not  respect  us ;  jet  us  not  l>e««J»*J* 
Ctoixotic,'as  to  act  the  part  of  a  ^•fl^.^|[|T[ 
in  the  tales  of  chivalry,  who  .tortured  himiofW' 
cause  hia  mistress  woold  not  be  kind. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Brsklne.has  been  often  mentioaed,  aod-mochit* 
lied  on  by  the  advocates  of  this,  bill,  it  dejitff^ 
some  further  notice.  That  arraogemeat  wii the 
first  act  of  the  present  Executive,  after  becitte 
into  office;  it  was  presumed  to  have  ^^^}.l 
and  properly  made—it  was- hailed  as  a  polni»' 
jubilee  by  all  deaorainations  of  poliu'elio»-pe^ 
ticulaWy  those  Who  had  not  contribnied  toth« 
elevation  o(  the  present  Chjef  Magistrsw^ 
thotight  we  perceived  in  that  event  i*^«  •!'•??? 
of  a  disposition  In  the  present  Bxecnttve  (Whiea 
we  could  not  discover  in.  his  predecesser)  w  '•* 
lieve  this  country  from  that  system  of  ^^^^^ 
cial  restriction,  that  self-destroying  pol'*^  ^J? 
had  made  us  poor  indeed  j  we  also  thoiwhJ  t^ 
termination  wa»  mantfested  not  to  <'*'"2V|IJ 
advantageous  aocommodatioii  with  Gre*^  0rfi«t% 
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vhetber  Fjraooe  said  yea  or  nay.  It  will  be  bat 
oo  well  remembered  thai  we  had  been  groaniag 
br  two  vears  under.the  pressure  Of  noa-imporu- 
ioD,  embargo^  and  noa-idtercourge — you^  treaa- 
iry  was  drained,  your  oitizebs  Qnabie  to  pay 
heir  debts,  and  yoar  courts  of  justice  actually 
hut  up,  at  least  so  far  in  many  States  (and 
kinong  the  rest  the  Slate  frhich  I  hare  the  honor  in 
Mirt  to  represent)  as  to  suspend  the  effect  of  eze* 
:utioos;.  your  cities  and  seaporU  , were  inactive 
»r  deserted,  gloom  and  dismay  marked  the  fea* 
ures  of  the  natiop^  and  hope  had  almost  bid  us 
are  Well;  we  fancied  in  this  arrangeanent  the 
rlimmerings  of  returning  sunshine,  peace,  and 
Kosperity— with  boneat  knd  upright  hearts,  we 
irere. willing  to  applaud  the  bai^tbet  gafe  it, 
without  questioning  or  suspecting  the  manner  or 
notives  with  which  it  Was  given.  Tbe  delusion 
ooD  vanished ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  to  declare, 
lad  I  then  known  what  I  now  know,  I  sbould 
lave  not  offered  sucb  unqualified  applaiiseb 

The  arrangement  with  Mr.'Erskjne  diflered 
rom  the  present,  in  other  respects  thanthose  point- 
Mi  out  hi  the  preceding  part  of  my  remarks.  It 
>peued  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  ttut  did 
lot  change  the  state  of  oui^relatioas  with  France, 
>Y  imposing  any  additional  restrictions— we  were 
hen.in.a  state  of  non-intercourse  with  France, 
ind  ihat  state  was  continued;  In  4be  present  case, 
97e  do  not  preserve  the  same  state  of  relations 
with  Great  Britain,,  but  impose  restrictioas  which 
iid  not  exist  at  the  date  of  the  proclamation. 

Tbe  arrangement  with  Mr.  Brskine;  ii  is  true, 
ike  the  letter  of  the  I>uc  de  Cadore,  was  to  uke 
effect  infuLuro,  but,  for  a  very  different  and  better 
reason,'  u  required  the  sanction  of  bis  Govern- 
ment, and  time  waa  necessary  to  obtain  it— not 
M>  with  this  deceitful  letter*-it  wap  written  at 
tbe  French  Court,  the  sign  manual  of  tbe  Bmpei:9r 
could  have  been  affixed,  and  orders  for  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  Berlin  aod  Milan  decrees  could  and 
ought  to  have  immediately  issued.  If  it  bad 
been  tbe  honest  and  fixed  intention  of  Bonaparte 
to  pot  ao  end  tot  the  operattoa  of  those  decrees, 
iQ  coasequaoce  of  our  law  of  Mav  last— why 
ought  he  not  to  have  done  so  oo  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust, as  well  as  promise  to  do  so  on  tbe  first  of 
November? ,  Our  law  was  then  before  him,  and 
be  knew  the  declared  intention  of  this  Govern* 
meat.  Will  it  be  said  here,  as  he  has  said,  ^  n6 
reliance  could  be  placed. m  the  Americans?' 
Shall  we  then  uust  him  who  refuses  to  truiit  u4? 
I,  sir,  for  one,  will  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  make  a  very  atrange  aod 
very  false  supposition,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  actually  repealed,  «nd  did  cease  to 
have  effect  oa  the  first  of  November.  What 
have  we  gained?  What  advantage,  have  we 
derived  from  it?  And  have  we  not  been  offi« 
cially  informed  by  the  French  Minister  in  this 
city  (General  Turreau)  in  his  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  of  tbe  12tb  December,  1810,  that 
our  most  valuable  productions,  particularly  of  tbe 
Southern  States,  are  |tt  this  moment  ei^luded 
from  the  porta  ot  Franae  ?  As  to  the  important 
articles,  eottou  and  tobacco,  he  aays:  **  their  iio*. 


'  portation  into  France  is  at  this  moment  espe- 

*  cially  prohibited^  but  I  have  reasons  to  believe 
^  (and  I  pray  you  meanwhile  to  observe,' sir.  they 

*  do  not  rest  on  any  facts)  that  some  modifica* 
^  tions  will  be  given  to  this  absolute  exclusion. 
^  These  modifications  will  not  depend  on  the 
^  chance  of  events,. but  will  be  the  result  of  other 
'  measures,  firm  and  pursued  with  perseverance, 
'  which  tbe  two  Governments  will  continue  to 
^  adopt  to  withdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  from 
^  the  vexations  of  the  common  enemy  a  com- 
'  mf  rce  loyal  and  necessary  to  France  as  Well  asf 
'the  United  States."  In  this  letter  we  find  the 
touchstone,  the  true  clue  to  French  flavor — war 
with  Eng^land.  .ponoe<;ted  with  thi^  letter  from 
Turreau,  is  a  decree  of  the  15th  July,  1810,  which, 
in  point  of  principle  and  arrogadpe,  is  not  sur- 
passed by  any  act  in  tbe  (^story  of  Bonaparte. 
By  this  ilecree  thirty  or  forty  American  vessels 
may  import  into  France  (under  license)  cotton, 
fisfai^  oil,  dye^ood,  sall-fi^h,  eod-fi^h^  and  peltry ; 
the^  must  export  wine,  brandy, silks,  hnens,  clothS| 
jewellery,  household  lurnittfre,  and  other  menu-, 
factured  articles;  they  cao  only  depart  from 
Charleston  and  New  York,  under  the  oblieatioa 
of  bringing  with  them  a  gazette  of  tbe  aay  of 
their  departure,  also  a  certificate  of.  the  origin  of 
the  merchandise,  given  by  tbe  French  Consul, 
containing  a  lenteoce  in  cypher.^  The  French 
merchants  who  shall  cause  their  vessels  to  come, 

'most  prove  that  they  are  concerned  in  the  fabrics 
of  Paris,  Rouet),  and  other  towns,  ff  ere  is  an 
attempt  to' extend  French  influence  by  bribing  a 
select  class  of  our  merchants ;  granting  favors  to 
favorites.  It  is  an  attempt  to  make  commercial 
regulations  in  our^  own-  ports,  aod  to  violate  pur 
Constitution^  by  giving  a  preference  to  the  ports 
of  Charleston  ana  New  York,. over  all  the  rest  ia 
the  United  States,  which  is  specially  denied  by 
the  CoQstitution.  In  addition  to  all  this,  we 
have  a  list  of  ^uties  established  at  the  French 
custom-house  on  the  5th  August  (the  very  day 
on  which  twenty  or  thirty  American  vessels  and 
cargoes  were  sold  and  the  proceeds  given  over  to 
Bonaparte — the  very  memorable  5th  August,  the 
birthdav  of  the  celebrated  letter  of  the  Due  de 
Cadore;  subjecting  long  staple  cotton  to  a  tariff 
of  eighty  cents  per  pound,  short  staple  sixty 
cents,  and  tobacco  forty  eents  per.  pound.  By 
another  decree  ^f  the  12ih  September,  1810,  pot- 
ash is  taxed  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents,  cod- 
fish two  dollars,  rice  four  dollars,  per  hundred — 
thus  are  we  loved,  (avored,  and  taxed. 

There  can  be  no  importation  of  America!^  pro- 
ductions into  France  but  on  terms  utterly  inad- 
missible. The  act  of  May  last,  in  the  language 
of  the  Secretary  ol  State,  had  for  its  object  not 
merely  the  recognition  of  a  **  speculative,  legiti- 
mate principle,  but  the  enjovmeqt  of  a  substan- 
tial benefit.  The  overture  then  presented  obvi- 
ously embraced  the  idea  of  commercial  advantage} 
it  included  tbe  reasonable  belief,  that  an  abroga- 
tion of  tbe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  would  leave 
the  ports  of  France  as  free  for  ihe  introduction  of 
tbe  produce  of  the  United  States,  as  they  were 
previously  to  the  promulgation  of  the  decrees. 
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If.  then,  for  the  reroked  dfcrees,  rndDicitml  laws, 
producing  the  saToe  effect  have  been  substituted, 
the  mode  only  itod  not  the  measure  has  under- 
gone an  alteration.  If  Pranee,  by  her  own  acts, 
has  blocked  up  her  port9  against  the  introdutstion 
of  the  products  of  the  United  States,  what  motive 
has  the  GoTernment  in  a  di^tcussion  with  a  third 
Power  to  insist  on  the  privilege  of  going  to 
France?  Whence  the  inducement  to  txt^;^  the 
annulment  of  a  blockade  of  Franoe^  when,  if 
annulled,  no  American  cargoes  would-  obtain  a 
•market  in  any  of  her  ports?  In  such  a  state  of. 
things,  a  blocka^  of  the  coast  of  France  would 
be  to  the  United  States  as  unimportant  as  would 
the  blockade  of  the  Caspian  sea.  This  Is  the 
language  of  truth  and  oommoif  sense,  language 
which  I  did .  not  very  mtich  expect  to  hear  from 
the  Becretary  at  this  time ;  because  it  exposes  the 
proclamation  of  the  President,  and  condemns  the 
present  biU.  But  truth,  like  murder,  will  out, 
and  it  ought  to  strike  dumb  the  advocates  of  this 
bill,  and  open  their  eyes  to  a  different  policy. 
But,  air,  going  on  to  the  supposition  thi^t  the 
French  decrees  are  actually  repealed,. end  cease 
to  have  effect,  pursuing  the  principle  about  %6  be 
established  of  takioe  words  for  deeds,  and  form 
for  substance,  what  is  to  heooine  of  the  promise 
of  pord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  3lsi  of 
August,  1810— when  he  states  that  he*  is  com* 
manded  bv  His  Majesty  to  repeat  the  declaration 
made  to  thfs  Qovernmeot  in  February,  1808-,  of 
His  Majesty's  desire  to  see  the  commerce  of  the 
woHd  restored  to  that  freedom  which  Is.  neces^ 
sary  for  its  prospei^ity,  and  his  readiness  to  ab^n- 
Aon  the  system  which  had  been  forced  upon  him, 
whenever  the  enemy  should  retract  the  "princi- 
ples which  had  rendered  it  ciecessa'ry;  and  to 
assure  us  that  whenever  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees  shall  have  actually  taken  effect,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  neutral  nations  shiill  have  been 
restored  to  the  co^idltion  in  which  it  stood  previa 
ously  to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees,  he 
will  feel  the  highest. satisfaction  in.  relinquishing 
asptem  which  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  com-, 
pelled  him  to  adopt.  Here  is  a  promise  equally 
solemn,  (and  as  (here  is  at  least  as  mubh  virtue 
hi  the  British  Government  as  there  is  In  that  of 
France)  as  muoh  to  be  relied  on  as  that  of  the 
Pttc  deCadore,  and  as  cehainly  as  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked,  an^  would  cease 
to  have  effect  on  the  first  of  November,  so  certainly 
have  'we  the  $«me  assurance  that  the  orders  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  reminded.  Sha)l  we  then 
believe  the  one  and  not  tlie  other?  Shall  we 
frown  and  look  big  at  England,  while,  with 
timid  and  abject  submission^  we  crouch  at  the 
feet  of  Francey  and  quietly  rivet  the  chains  pre- 
pared for  QS  ?  Mr.  Speaker,  thegoddess  of  jirstice 
has  been  described  as  being  blind,  with  sword  in 
one  hand,  and  the  scale  and  balance  in  the  other, 
but  if  she  is  invoked  in  this  measure,  she  comes 
blind  indeed,  with  a  sword  in  one  hand,  but  no 
balance  in  the  other;  in  one  band  is  the  emblem 
of  war,  in  the  other  the  badge  of  slavery. 

Sir,  are  we^  apprized  of  the  effect  which  the 
present  meaaiires  may  hare  on  the  property  of 


o^  citizens,  at  this  moment  in  the  power  of  Ckeat 
Britain,  in  her  ports  and  those  of  her  allies.  8p«ia 
and  Portu^l  ? .  Have  we  forgotten  the  Freoeli 
principle  of  reprisals,  and  the  sort  oi  reeogoilicMi 
they  have  received  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, 1810,  in  which  he  was  authored  toeefer 
into  a  conventional  arrangement  with  the  French 
Government,  requiring  the  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  (he  reatdration  of  French  property  seiwJ 
under  our  noch^ntereourse  law,  asa.coiulifioii  for 
tlie  i^storation  of  American  propertv  eondemaed 
and  seque9t«r^  under  the  Rambeuiltet  decree  of 
March,  18ia?  It  is  tNie  we  should  bare  lost 
nothing  by  snob  a  cotrvention,  becaose'Do  Freoeh 
property  had  been  seized  by  tis  under  thmt  laar, 
and  the  forfeitures  under  thejuon-intereeorw  law 
conten^plated  violations  by  <mr  owa  citizetM, 
rathet  than  Frencb  violations;  but,  air,  the  prin- 
cfple  is  important^  and  unless  we  have  moi^e  re* 
liaiice  on  the  jdstice  and  forbearance  of  Bsglaad. 
than  gentlemen  declare  they  have,  ought  we  not 
to  be  apprehend! ve  that  she  will  avail  herself  af 
this  principle:  follow  the  example  of  Prmnee^  fftt 
heir  coffers  with  our  trbtfsure,  and  trust  to  fiege- 
tiatio^Tor  forgiveness  ?  This,  sir,  to  my  niiiid,  it 
an  important  consideration,  snd  well  deserves  the 
attention  of  gehtlemen.  - 

!f  war  with  England  rhust  happen,  let  h  he 
done  openly  ainl  for  on^elves;  let  iis  not  oooi- 
R»ence  the  attack  by  practising  on  oar  own  eitn 
zensi  and  l^t.it  not  1^  said  we  have  been  eaughr 
in  the  snares  of  Bonaparte.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  oppdse  thb  bill  because  it  professes  to  gire 
some  relief  to  those  merchants  whose  veaa^ 
sailed  before  the  date  of  the  proclamation,  and 
WhicH  tnik^y  ba^  departed  from  a 'British  port, 

frior  to  th^  2d  of  February,  1611,  but,  air,  because 
wish' to  r|d  the  country  of  this  whole  consump- 
tive system;  and,  if  that  cad  not  hie  do«e,  I  will 
not  aid  in  propping  «p  the  President's  proclaafta«> 
tion,  by  taking  from  the  judiciary  of  the  eoanlrjr 
tlk^  power  of  deciding  on  its  vafidity,  which  is 
one  of  the  avowed  objects  of  this  bill.  I  had 
rather  treat  }o  the  dphiion  of  the  jQdges  for  entire 
relief  to  our  citizens,  from  the  operation  of  the 
law  of  May,  IdlO^  than  grant  the  partial  exemp- 
ttott  eonterai^ted  by  this  biR.  The  hooorihle 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bpm)  who  reported  this  hifl^ 
declares  that'  its  great  object  is  to  prevent  pflm^ 
tiotts  arisinj  in  the  courts,  on  the  constraeUen  sf 
the  law  of  Mtfy,  181Q^a«d  the  effect  ^  the  Prett- 
deni's  proclamation.  This,  to  my  uaderstandii^ 
is  legtslating  retrospeotivelv ;  it  is  e»p<mtfael9; 
and,  like  the  Raqabobillet  decree,,  is  a6t  only  pro* 
spective,  hut  retroactive.  It  fakes  from  oar  evtf* 
zens  the  right  of  appealing  to  (he  canrts  of  jasilee 
for  JQstice,  and  makes  the  fiat  of  the  Executive 
the  sepreme  law^il  doctrine  sabversive  of  the 
first  principles  of  repoblicanistt,  and  strange  la 
be  advobated  by  gentlemen  who  cam^  into  power 
under  the  name  of  Repbhlicans. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  seek  fWr  the  ju^ 
ficatfon  of  this  measure  from  anything  France 
has  do^^  or  from  the  indications  which  she  hat 
gvren  of  her  fixed  eonrae  of  p«Uof  .    Her  giear 
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9bj«eC  is  t^  ilestrac^ion  of  tbe  connnerce  of  the 
world ;  and  she  wishes  to  make  us  trtbatarj  to 
that  end,  and,  ifpossib^,  to  embroil  as  in  a  war 
with  Bngland. 

The  disposition  of  Bonaparte  towards  as  ^ests 
not  alone  on  his  acts  of  ag^res»ioo,  rapine,  and 

Klunder;  the  imprisonme^^t  of  our  citizen.<«f  the 
uroing  and  sequestration  of  our  property.  He  has 
heaped  upon  this  devoted- country  all  the  epithets 
wrbioh  malice  coold  suggest  or  tyranny  dictate; 
be  has  ezbaosted  the  cup  of  bitterness,  and  liiade 
Qs  drink'  the  dregs  of  humiliattoa;  he  has  de- 
clared his  decrees  should  suffer  no  chan^,  And^ 
UMit  the  Amerieaks  should  take  th^  positrre  eha- 
racter  of  allies  or  elsemies.  As  long  ago  as  tbje 
16ch  of'  Janaaryj  1808,  he  hs^e6  a  deelaration  of 
war  for  ns  against  Great  Britain ;  an  uncondi- 
tional surrender  of  jrour  rights  is  demanded,  or 
an  obedience  to  his  dictates.^  And  are  we  not  In 
the  act  of  yielding  obedience?  Sir,  the  nation, 
which  pretends  to  di'ctate  laws  to  another,  offers 
efaaios.  Wi(h  more  than  christian  charity  do  we 
seem  to  forget  and  forgive  the  indignities  oSered 
to  our  nalioaal  character  $  aiid  the  unwind,'  th^ 
severest  cnt  of  all  to  tbepreseot  Administratioi^ 
contained  in  the.  let^  of  tt^e  Due  de  Cadore  to 
General  Armstrong,  of  the  17ih  of  PeUriiary, 
1810;  in  which  we  are  told  that  hi3  Majjesty  could 
pianino. reliance oip  theprateedingsof  thelJnited 
States.  '  We  are  advised  to  tear  to  pieces  the^aot 
of  our  independence;  declared  to  m  mote  abject 
than  tbe  slaves  of  Jamtiiea ;  that  we  are  men 
withoat  hoffolr^  energy,  or  just  political  rfews ; 
that  we  will  be  obliged  to  ffght  for  interest,  tffter 
having  refused,  to  fight  for  honor;  'Our  preterit 
jolers  are  there  contrasted  with  the  brave  and 

Senerous  heroes  of  our  JlBVolqtion,  and  they  are 
eclared  to  be  fit  for  tbe  yoke  which  had  been 
thrown  off  by  their  ancestors.  This  letter  had 
scarcely  reached  our  shores,  the  ink  was  seatcely 
dry,  it  was  fresh  in  x>uV  meoKtries,  when  the  let- 
ter of  the  5th  of  Aoffust  was  received  ^  which, 
like  a  Lethean  draught,  threw,  the  shade  of  ob« 
livion  over  our  insults  a»d  our  wroitfs;  we  sipped 
the  poison  as  itieU,  and  I  fear  it  is  mcspcaadi^g 
tiirough  the  body  polilio* 

Mr*  Speaker,  I  tun  with  disgust  from  those 
polluted  pages  before  me*«-tbie  hisforr  of  our 
wjonga,  this  tyrant's  love^would  to  Uod  they 
could  be  blotted  from  our  rneuioriesi  or,  if  re^ 
memhered,  let  it  be  with  abhorreDce  and  deces* 
tation. 

I  deprecate  the  course  of  policy^  if  policy, if 
may  he  termed,  which  is  bow  about  to  be  forced 
upon  us.  I  protest  against  it  as  a  measure  inju* 
fious  to  purselves;  weak,  temporising,  and  par- 
tial in  its  operation  on  foreign  nations ;  unau- 
thorized by  the  actual  state  of  things ;  and  calcu- 
laud  to  hasten  the  "pnioA  of  our  union  with  the 
destinies  of  France.. 

Sir^  ualess  we  turn  from  this  wayward  oourse. 
this  highway  to  nuii,  the  time  cannot  be  Tery 
diaisot  #hefi  yo«r  deserted  ports,  yo«r  iMiinhabr 
ited  cities,  your  oppressed  people,  and  even  your 
firesides  and  your  attars  will  onlf  exhibit  the 
wtA  aigna  of  wiiftt  thsf  were.    And  1  ftari  sir,  the 


period  is  ftist  approach ing  when  it  wrlj  not  again 
be  said,  *^  that  we  are  a  people  with  whom  the 

*  fieree  spirit  of  liberty  is  stronger  tbanamong  any 
'other  people  on  earth;  whose  institutions  in- 
'spire  them  with  lofty  sentiments;  who  do  not 
'  judge  of  an  \\\  principle  only  by  an  actual  gner^ 

*  ance ;  but  who  anticijfmte  the  evil,  and  judge  of 
'  the  pressure  of  the  gfievance  by  the  badness  of 
'  the  priaciple;  whp«nuff  the  spproaeh  of  tyran- 
'  ny  in  every  tainted  breeee." 

When  Mr. 'P.  had  cooeioded,  the  House  ad* 
journed  to  si^  o'clock  this  evening. 

FebrTqaby  27— iSur  Mock^  P.  M. 

Tbe  House  was  called  jto  order,  and  resumed 
the  unfinished  business. 

A  motion  was  made  by^Mr.  Hah »olph,  Io  post- 
pone the  subject  to  Fruiay  next,  and  lost—- ayes 
36  noes  36. 

A  motion  was,  then  madeby  Jdr.  |i.,  to  post* 
pone  it  until'to -morrow* 

Op'  this  motion  a  debate,  which  from  its  nature 
caused  irritation,  took  place,  in  which  Messrs* 
Randolpb  and  Eppcb  were  the  principal  speak- 
.ers. 

MiUch  warmth-  was  excited,  and  frequent  oalis 
to  order  made. 
^The  qnesiion  on  postponement,  till  to-morrow^ 
wa's  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. .'  For  postpone^ 
mentj  44 ;  against  it,  74— -as  follows : 

YsA^-T-Joseph  AlloDi  Dftoiel  Blsisdell^  James  Breek- 
enrtdge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlint 
Epapbroditua  Champion,  Martin  Chitteodea,  William 
Ely,  James  'Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Edwin  Grsj» 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Eben«zer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,' Herman  Knicker backer,  Joseph'  I^ewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  ^1GB^yde,  William  Milnor,  Jona- 
than 0.  Moselevy  Joseph  Peanon,  Benjamin  Pickman« 
jun.,  Timothy  rkkin,.  iunidr,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Ouincy,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John. Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewii  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoops,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  I^icbolas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Kilfian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheatdn,  and  Eze- 
kiel  AVhiiman. 

NATSi-Lemnsl  J.  Alston,  WiHis  Alston,  jun.,  Wit- 
liara  Anderson,  fixekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  WilUara 
T.  Bari7.  Borwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boy^d,  Robert  Bro#n,  WiOiamA.  BnrweH,  William 
Butler,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  OJop- 
ton,  James  Oodiran,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Daweon,  Joseph  Desha,  Johh  W.  Eppes, 
William  Findlej,  Meshack  Franklin,  BaniHaf  Oan- 
nett,  OidesB  Gardner,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Petersiui 
Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kensn,  Willism  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con^  Samuel  McKee,'William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Samnel  L.  MitchiJlj  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  8.  Mnmlbrd,  Thomas  Newbuld,Thomas  New- 
ton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Bea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rkhards, 
^muei  Ringgold,  John  Ro^ne,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  8cud- 
der,  Ebeneser  Seavor,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnef  Shaw, 
I^sukis  amah,  John  (te^  ^'•o'f*  Oailbf  John 
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Bnitb,  8Mna«l  Smith,  John  Th6mptoii,  Un  Traojf 
Qeorge  M»  Troup,  Chtrlet  Tarner,  jonior,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehlll,  and  Robert  Wttberspobn. 

Mr.  PiTKiM  spoke  more  ihao  an  hour  against 
the. bill  ic^oerallf,  ^d  in  support  of  the  pariicd* 
lar  proposition  in^hich  be  was  about  to  make.  He 
contended  that  the  Emperor  of  France  had  not 
folfiiled  his  engagement  to  the  United  States,  in- 
asmuch as  the  decrees,  if  revoked,  which  ke  de- 
nied, had  not  been  revoked  on  the  day.  on  which 
he  had  engaged  to  revoke  them.  He  quoted  Uie 
history  of  the  connexion  of  Spain  with  France 
as  evidence  of  the  perfidy  of  Bonaparte,  from 
whom  he  said  no  compliaqce  with  his  promises 
conld  be  expected,  dbc.  In  suppoytiog  his  amend- 
ment, Mr.  P.' contended  for  iti^  beneficial  effects 
to  our  merchatits;  and  it  would  not,  be  said,  be 
more  a  breach  of  our  contract  with  France  than 
the  first  section  o(  the  bill  now  before  the  Hotist. 
The  one  was,  in  Aiet,  as.  much  a- departure  from 
the  engagement  with  ^'rance  as-the  other.  The 
following  was  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Pitkin  : 

Ptomdedj  abio,  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  act 
to  which  this  is  a  sopplement,  shsll  be  eonstnie  J  to 
al&ct  any  vessels  owned  who41y  by  a  citizen  or  citixens 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  cargoes  of  any  such  ttes- 
sets  which  shall  have  cjeared  out  from  any  port  in  the 

West  Indies  within days  after  the  8d  of  February, 

1811.  • 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion : 

YsAS— Joseph  Allen,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Brec|:- 
enridge,  John  O.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  James  Cochran,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  William,  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barept  Garde- 
nier,  Chades  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Willtam 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A,  Qaven,  Daniel  Heister,  Eb^ezer 
Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Her- 
man KnicJLcrbacker,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc'Bryde,  Sanlmel  Mc- 
Kee,  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill^  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothv  Pitkin,  junior, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph^  John  A.'  Scudder, 
Daniel  Bheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,' Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope^  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Ar« 
diibald  Van  Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
and  James  Wilson — 46. 

NAY#--Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr^  Wil- 
ll^m  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon»  David  Bard,  William 
T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bossett*  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph' Calhoun, 
Langdon  Chaves,  Matthew  Clay,  William  .Crawford* 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W,  Eppes,  Williaip 
Findley,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Qideoti  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholaon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hnft^,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John. Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont^o^ 
mery,  Nicholas  R.  Aloore,  Thomas  Moore,  jleremiah 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  PorUr,.John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
'  Bichardsi  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Itoane,  Erastos 
Rooty  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smiiie,  George  Smith,  John  Smiths 
Uri  Tra^>  George  M.  Tronp^  Gharlea  Tarnar,  jnoMii 


Robert  WhUebi)!,  JUbert  WithMspoon»  wd  Sabsrt 
Wright— 68. 

Mr.  Pitkin  again  moved  to  amend  the  aectioa, 
.by  inserting  after  the  provision  excepti  og  from 
the  operation  of  the  section,  vessels  which  sailed 
for  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  prior  to 
the  10th  day  of  Noyemoer,  1810,  the  word^  ^  or 
any  ports  in  the  West  Indies.'^  He  said  his  object 
was  to  phice  t^e  tracers  in  our  produce  to  the 
West  Indies  on  the  same  footing  with  the  great 
£ast  India  merchaats.,     . 

For  the  am^endment,  49}  against  it,  $5— as 
follows: 

YiAs^Eaekiel  Baeouv  Daniel  Blassdell,  Jaass 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WlUiaa  CIhuh 
berlin,  Epapkuroditas  Champion,  James  Cochcaa,  Jahn 
Davenport,  junior,  William  Efyr^smes  Emott,  BaiaaC 
Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hetstei, 
Ebenezer  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Herman  Knickerbacker,  Matthew  Lyon,  Natha- 
niel'Mscon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryds, 
Samnel  McKee,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley, Joseph  Pei^n,  Timothy  Pitkin  Junior,  Elisba  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rosi, 
John  A.  Scudder,  Daniel  Sheffev,  Dennis  Smelt,  Geo. 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sainuei  Taggart,  Befyania 
TaUmadge,  John  Thompson»  Uri  Tracy,  Ardiibahl  ¥sa 
Hom»  Laban  Wheaton,  Eiekial  Whimum,  and  JasMS 
*  WUaon.  -» 

I^ATS— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willie  Alston,  joun  Wil* 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Bany,  Bar^ 
well  BaiMott,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  JM^iilisai 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdom  Chevcs,  Matthew 
Clay,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUliam  Findley,  Me- 
shaok  Franklin,  Barsillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardnec, 
Thomss  Gholsoa^  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  William- McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Afiller,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomenr,  Nicholas  R.  Iloore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  MnmfonJ,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Petbr  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  MatduaaRkh- 
ards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastna  RooC^ 
Sheneier  Sage,  Thomas  Baaiaions,  £bene««>  Seafor, 
Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smiiie,  Jotin  Smith,  Geoige  M. 
Troup.  Charlea  Tomer,  Jmiiiw,  Robert  Wkit^hiU,  Sab- 
ert  Witherspoon»  and  Robert  Wdght 

Mr.  Lyon  said  there  was  no  use  in  sitting  here 
when  gentlemen  would  not  answer  arguments 
that  wer«  adi^nced ;  and,  when  the  onljr  efleetof 
his  staying  here  was  to  keep  a  quorum  to  rote  on 
the  bill,  he  would  not  himself  consent  to  remain 
longer.  He  moved  an  adjournmefiC.  Lost- 
ayes  24.' 

A  motion  was  xh6u  made  t>y  Mr.  SrcBosa,  to 
add  to  the  (>rdTiso,  in  favor  of  East  India  traders, 
the  foHowiDg: 

**  And,  also,  that  where  aar^easel  bekfnging  to  a 
dtiien  or  citiiens  of  the  Upited  Statea,  shaU  have  ai^ 
rived  after  tlie  aaoond  daff  of  February,  1611,  at  any 
p^  of  the  United  States  fitom  any  British  West  India 
port,  and  said  vesael  shaUtiava  beeo,^  shaU  ha  aaind 
by  virtue  of  this  ant,  or  tha  act  lo  which  thia  in  a  m^ 
plamant,  the  owner  or  owners  may.api^  to  tW  d» 
trict  jodga  of  the  diatrki  vrhapa  anch  I 
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(giviag  r«B4piubI«  Botie«  lo  the  iiewoa  or  ptrtOM 
nuking  such  seiiares.)  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  Uia 
•atitfactinn  of  said  judge,  by  statement  or  account  cur- 
rent, on  oath  or  affirmation,  or  such  other  proof  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  that-  said  vessel  had,  at 
the  time  of  her  arrival,  no  other  products  or  property 
ftom  any  British  West  India  port  than  what  arose  from 
iwoperty  actually  exported  from  the  United  States  pre- 
vious'to'the  proclamalion  of  the  President  of  the  Uni« 
ted  Sutes  of  the  3d  of  November,  1810,  in  that  oase 
the  said  district  judge  shall  certify  the  (aet  to  the  proper 
oAeer  having  ilbe  custody  of  such  vessel  or  property, 
whM6  dnty  H  shall  be  thereupon  to  rdeasto  and  restore 
the  iMie  to  the  owner  or  owners  th^ieoi" 

For  the  motion,  39 ;  against  it,  66--as  follows 
Ti  A3— Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Brockenridge,  John 
C.  Chambbrlain,  William  Chamherlin,  £paphroditU8 
Champioui^  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James 
Bmott,  Chartes  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wil* 
liam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jona<- 
tban  H,  Hubbard,  Ebenexer  Huntin^n,  Richard 
Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy, 
Ifatbtniel  Maooo,  Arehihiaa  MeBryde,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  WUliMa  MUnor,  Jonathan  (h  Mdsdey,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Bfisha  R.  Potter, 
JoeiahQwnoj,  Da»iel  Sheffiiy,. Dennis  Staielt, Richard 
8tanibrd,  John  Sunley,  Lewis  B.  Sturgofs,  Jacob 
Swoope,  damnel  Taggart,  Beniamin  TaUaiadge, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  JLaban  Wheaton,  Esekiel  Whit- 
man, and  JaoMs  Wilson. 

NAYs^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  David  Bard,  .William  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A*  Burwell,  William.  Butler,  Joseph 
Calbonn,  Lang4on  /  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochmn,  William  Crawford,  Hich^d  CutU,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  itesha,  John  W.  Eppe^,  William 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Baiyillat Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petersen  Goodw|rn,  James' 
Holland,  Jacob  HuAy,. Richard  M.  Jphnson.  Thomas 
Kenan,  John  Jjove,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McKinley^ 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gusdon  8« 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  <  Newton*  John 
Porter,  Peter  fi«  P.orter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania^ 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee*  Matthias  Ri<^ards,  Sanuiel 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenes^r  Sagoy 
Thooies  Sammons,  John  A*  Scudder,  Ebenexer  8e%ver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,.  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Sooth,  John-  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Geoise  M.  Troupk  Charles  Turner, .  jun*,  Robert 
Weaklev.  Robert  Whitehill,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and 
Robert  WrighU 

Mr.  Potter  said  he  presumed  no  gebdeinaa 
wished  to  enforce  the  noo- intercourse  in  caae 
Pmnce  should  not  have  reroked  her  decrees. 
Under  this  idea  he^  aiored  to  ioseft,  after  the 
i:lause  declaring  the  non-importation  in  force  as 
to  Great  Britain,  the  following  amendment:    . 

^In  eaee  France  has  eo  revoked^  or  modified  her 
leereee  m  that  they  have  ceased  to  viokle  the  neutrml 
^  ^  ^^  United  States." 


Mr.  Bpp«8  remarked  that  thie  amendment 
priMild  g»  to  reduce  tbiDgs  to  that  ^ate  which 
hU  Imw  wae  iotended  to  guard  a^inst,  ? iz :  it 
would  place  the  decision  on  the  existence  of  the 
lott'ioterooaree  at  the  diseretioQ  of  the  courts. 
O*  rmnrked  aUo,  that*  it  was  nee  propoacd  oo 
11  til  Co2r.  3d  Sbss.— 35 


either  side  of  the  Henae,  after  the  arrangem^t, 
in  April,  1809,  with  Great  Britain,  to  re*ea«ct 
the  oon«intercour3e  with  her,  conditioned  that 
she  should  not  fulfil  her  engagement.  Why  was 
it  now  thought  oeeeaaaryio  diis  ease  ?  . 

Mff.  Wn«ATON  rose,  and  on  this  motion  w«nt 
at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  and  of  the 
course  of  Admiaistration  for  years  past.  The 
bill  was  anoeoessarf ;  he  could  see  ao  use  for  it, 
Uftless  t»  hror  4be  riews  of  the  gr^t  Napoleon, 
to  the  depression  of  Great  Britain.  He  went 
into  a.timitt  of  reasoniog^  to  support  the  opinions 
he  advanced,  and  to  show  that  for  the  laet  te« 
yeanererythfog  bed  gone  wrong,  and  that  this' 
bill  was  a  part  t)f  the  same  pernleioas  system. 

The  qoestion  on  Mr.  Potter's  amendmeat 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  ^ows: 

YSAS— Abijah  Bigelow,  Paniel  Btaisdell,  James 
Breckentidge,  William  A.  BnrweU,  John-  CampheU; 
William  Chamherlin^  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Darenportt  jtln^  WUIiam  Hale,  Bbeneaer  Homing, 
ton,  Richard  Jaokson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkms,  WiUiam 
Kennedy,  Roheit  Le.  Rpy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  M»* 
c6n,  Archibald  McBryde,.  William  Mil  nor,  Jonathan 
O.  Moselety^  Beiyamin  I^ickman,  iun*,  Timothy  Pitkin*  • 
jun.,  Blisha  R.  Poiter,  Josiah  Quinc^,  iohn  Randolphi 
Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenspn^ 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallr 
madge,  John  Thompson,  Nich(Sa8  Van  Dykoi^  Archt* 
bald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheliton,  and  ilzektel  Whitman— 35. 

Nats  —  L«mael  ^.  Alston,-  Willis  Alston,  jun^ 
WUliatai  AndflVS9n,  Da^id  ^ard,  WiUian  T.  Bany, 
Barwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  .William  Butter,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Laagdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cpcbnin, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  John 
W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,.  Mesbaek  Franklin, 
Bamllai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  GhoUon, 
Peterson  Goodwya,  James  Hollandy  Jacob  Hudy, 
Richard'  M.  Johnson,  <  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Love, 
Aaion  Xy lev  Samuel  MoKee,  William  'McKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  U  MItohill,  John  Mont- 
gomery, jNieholas.  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiab 
MorroWi  Gordon  S»  Mumfoid,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Poster,  Peter  B.  Porteiv  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  fthea  of  Tennessee,  Mat^ 
thias  Riofaards,  Sanmel  Ringgjold,  John  Boene,  fhrastus 
Root,  Sbeneaer  Bage,  Thomas  SammoM,  John  A. 
Scudider,  Bheneser-  Seaver,  Adam  Seyhert,  Sammel 
ShaVr,  Dennjs  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Ueorge  -Smith, 
John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy.  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Roberi  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright--66* 

Mr.  MoMFOftD  moved  to  make  ai  Terbal  amend* 
ment  in  the  proviso  for  excepting  from  seizure 
Tesiels  sailing  fo^  a  port  beyond  the  .Cape  of 
Qeod  Hope  previoos  to  the  l(Hh  of  December* 

Mr.  Pitkin  made  a  modoa  to  strike  out  the 
whole  .proviso.  He  was  unwilling  that  such  a 
distinction  should  be  made  to  favor  of  n  particu- 
lar class  of  merchants.  He  would  pkoe  ali  mer- 
chants on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  recommit  the  section 
under  consideiatioD'fbr  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  proviso  just  offered  hy  Mr.  Pitkin  and  f^ 
jeeted.    Motion:  lost-^QO  to  40. 
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Messrs.  Pickman,  QARfisifitK,  and  Bppbs,  t>p- 
posed  Mr.  Pitkik'b  motion.  . 

Messrs.  Stanley  and  PottIb  spoke  lo  (%xot 
of  k. 

The  motion  wis  negatiTed— 43  to  33. 

Mr.  Mumpobd's  motiba  for  aterba^  amend- 
meat  was  then  carried. 

About  half  pafit  one  o'cloek,  the  qpesttoo  "aras 
takea  oB.conctirritif  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the^agreemeat  to  the  seeond  seetlon  oC 
Mr.  Eppbs's  ameodmedt^  and  carried. 
» Miv  Lton  moTed  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
last  section  under  eonstderatioo  as  destgoates  by 
numbers  the  sections  of  the  non  tntefcoursa  law 
to  be  rerifed,  and  in  place  thereof  to  insert  the 
sections  themsehres  at  lacge.  He  said  that  it 
would  be  tbsulting  the  people  of  the  (Jolted 
States  tp  pass  the  bjli  as  it  now  aood,  as  they 
ifould  not  be  able  to  ascertain  the>  meaning  of 
the  law. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  question  on  siriicipff  out  the  words  proposed 
to  be  erased  was  decided  by  yeas  and  «ay$,  and 
lest— yeas  13,  nays  67^  as  follows :  "  * 

Ykas— James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Ebenexer  Huntington^ Matthew  Lyon,  Archibald 
MoBryde.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha  K.  Potter,  John 
Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 
•  Nats— Lenjuel  J.  AUton,  WilUa  Alston,  jiin.,  Wil- 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Bo)rd,  Robert 
Brown,  WilMam  A.  Burwell,  William  Buder,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cfaeves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Coefaran;  Wtffiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cults,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  D^a,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Fifid« 
ley,  Meshaick  Franklin,  Banilhii  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thdmas  Gholsan,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jam«s 
H<6ll«nd,  Jaeob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Ly)e,  Nathaniel '  Macon, 
Samuel  McKee,  William  McKhiley,  Pleasant  M.  Mil- 
ler, Samuel  L.  Mitchill*  Xohn  Afontgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
S.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  J^n  Rea  of  PennsylVania; 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenexer  Sage, 
John  A.  Seudder,  Ebeneiar  Sealer,  Adam  Seyb^ 
Uri  Tracy,  GaorM  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  iUn., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhttehiU,  and  Robert  Witfi- 
erspoon. 

It  was  now  half  past  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  Lyozi  then  called  for  the  reading  of  all 
the  sections  which  were  enumerated  in  the  nec^ 
tion  under  consideration. 

The  reading  #as  objected  to  by  Mr.  W.  Al- 
ston, on  the  ground  that  it  was  oiily  intended  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  lEiouse. 

The  vacation  was  stated  by  the  SpBaaia,  whe- 
ther these  sections  should  be  read. 

Mr.  OAnnavi^R  was  speaking  rather  diffusely 
on  this  question,  when  the  previous  question  was 
enforced. 

Mr.  OH0L80N  called  for  the  pj«f  ious  question 
on  the  motion  for  reading  these  sections. 

The  previous  question  was  then  taken  aooord^ 


fng  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  as  follon^ :  ^  ShaXL 
the  main  question  be  now  put?^  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Qardbnieb  (hen  began  to  debate  the  main 
question  on  reading  the  document.' 

Mr.  QH01.S0N  objected  to  debate  in  this  stage 
of  the  busii)e:»s  as  out  dforder,  the  House  haviag 
determined  the  previous  question  in  the  affirnu- 
tive,  a^d  thereby  precluded  debate. 

The  Speai^be  decided  that,  according  to  tha 
late  practice  of  the  House,  it  was  in  order  to  d»> 
hate  the  main  question  after  the  previona  q«c»- 
tion  had  beta  ukeo*  He  said  that  thia  paetice 
had  been  established  by  the  House  b^  a  deciaioa 
.two  jrears  ago,  in  opposition  to  an  opinion  wfaica 
he  himself  had  always  entertained,  and  .bad  then 
declared.  His  decision  on  that  occasion  was  re- 
i  versed,  and  he  felt  himself  bound  hf  that  ezprca* 
sioQ  of  the  sepse  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON  appeahid  from  the  decisioa  of 
the  Speaker..  .     .    ^ 

A  debate  commenced  on  thia  appeal  fron^  the 

Speaker's  decision.    Mr*  P.  B.  Porteb  made  a 

,  question  of  order  whether  the  appeal  cooU  he 

debated.-    The  Spbaebr  decided  that  aoch  was 

the  practice  of  the  Hotise. 

From  this  decision,  also,  an  appeal  was  made 
by  Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTEa,  and  the  decision  fererae^ 
by.  fi  vote — yeas  13,  nays  66^  as  follow^: 
.  .  YxAS — Abijah  Bigelow«>Barent  Gardenier,  Richsid 
Jackson,  junior,  MatdieF  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Archibald  .McBryde^  clisha  R.  Potter,  John  A.  Seud- 
der, Richard  Stafiford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Fan 
Horn,  La^n  Wheaton,  and  Ezekiel  Whitsiaa. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wptis  Abton,  jun,  Wm. 
Andei^n,  Darid  Banf,  William  T.  Barry,  BrnweU 
Barnett,  )VilIiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob*t  Brown, 
WUliam  A.  Bnrwen,  William  Botler,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  CheTte,  Matfhew'  Clay«  James  Codh 
ntn,  WiJKam  Crawford,  Richard  Gutts,  John  Dawson^ 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Piodley,  Ma- 
Shack  :  Franklin,  BarziUai'  uannet^,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Thomas  Qholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jamea  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  lliomM  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy,  John  Loto,  Aaron  Lyle,  Sanrad 
McKee,. WUliam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Mffler,  SaaO. 
L.'  MitchiU,  John  Montgomerx,  Nicholas  R.  Moora, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jetemiah  Morrow,  Gnrdon  8.  Mann 
ford,  Tbomu  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Pot- 
ter, Peter  *B.  Por^r,  John  Rea  of  Fennffrlvan1»,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnol  tSag- 
gold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Eko* 
hezer  Seayer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel '  Shaw,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smifie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Uii 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tamer,  ramor, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WllileUll,  and  fUb«t  Widi. 
erspoon. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  GBOLSosr'a  ap- 
peal. The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  reveraed; 
and  it  was  decided  by  the  Hoqae^  tlMt  after  the 
previous  question  was  decided  in  the  affinaatiFa^ 
ihe  main  question  should  not  be  deimi^ 

The  main  q4iestion,  via:-  '*  Shall  the  dacanMnt 
be  read?"  as  <^led  for  by  Mr.  Lton,  waa  iaka% 
and  determined  in  the  n^^tivn. 

Mr.  Bias  moved  that  the  bill  ba  rogroitpd, 
aad  read  a  third  4iiiitt,  and  ealkd  far  tJtt  pravtooi 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1098 


mSTORT  OF  OOHGRBSS- 


1094 


Fbmuabt,1811. 


Commercial  bUercaune. 


H.opR. 


<qiiettioB;  but,  at  the  sojifgestioB  of  Mr.  Tboup, 
•withdrew  hit  motioa  io  ordec  to  enable  Mr. 
T.  to  propose  b  new  section  to  the  biH,  autbor- 
isiBg^  toe  Preaidtot  to  eropiof  a  namber  of  fes* 
aels  to  enforce  the  proTisioDS  of  the  bill; 

Mr.  Maoom  observed,  that  the  sectioa  offered, 
bf  the  geatleman  from  Ckorgia,  (Mr»  Tboup,) 
iBTolTed  an  expenditure  of  monef,  and  therefore 
put  it  tothe  Xl^hair,  whether  the  biN  ought  not  to 
be  recoiAmitted  to  a  Committee  Of  the  Whole, 
pursuant  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tbodp  said,  that,  to  relieve  the  House  from 
Bi^y  embarrassment,  he  w.ould  now  withdraw  his 
amendmeoL  '  . 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  eogfossed  for  a  third  readioff,,       , 

Mr.  Maoon  addressed  the  Chair  on  ^he  merits 
of  the  bill  at  some  kogtli.  He  believed  the  Pr^ls- 
ident  to  bafo  been  justified  in  issuing  his  prpcla- 
nation  bj  the  Duke  de  Cadore's  letter ;  but  as 
sobfequent  information  had  been  recced  from 
France,  the  question  apneared  to  bim  to  resolve 
itself  into  this.  ~  Was  the  sequestration  of  pur 
Tessels  from  the  1st  November  to  the  9d  of  ^eb- 
Tuary  a  violation  of  our  neutral  rfghts  or  noit— 
Had  the  decrees  be^n  so  modified,  under  present' 
circumstances,  as.  that  they  had  ceased  to  violate 
our  neutral  commerce?  He  conceived  not,  and 
.should  therefore  vote  against  the  bill.  He  depre- 
cated the  course  of  debate,  and  the  irritation . 
which  prevailed  in  the  House,  as^  tending  to  bring 
this  body  into  disrepute,  dbc. 

Mr.  Oabdbnibe  offered  ibe  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

«  And  be  it  fwrther  emUted,  That  if  the  President 

'of  the  United  Btates  shall  not,  6n  or  before  tbe . 

day  of next*  announce,  by  prodsmst|onv  that  tto 

French  Government  has  caused  reparation  to  be  made 
fx  such  spoliations  upon  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States  as  have  been  perpetrated  in  consequence 
of  the  unlawful  edicts  of  France,  Tiolatiag  that  com- 
aneroe,  then  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  shall 
cease  and  be  Toid,  ai^tbing  therein,  or  in  the  procla^ 
snation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
8d  Norember  last,  JDontained,  to  the  eontnonr  aetwifb- 
•tandiag.''  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ftmoeoLD,  the  nrerioUs 
question  on  the  amendment  was  requireo. 

The  previous  question  was  put  and  carried, 

Mr.  GabOenibb  proceeded  to  debate  his  amend 
ment.  , 

The  Spbakeb  declared,  according  to  the  decis- 
ion of  the  House  this  evening,  that  the  question 
now  admitted  not  of  debate. 

Mr.  Gabosnibb  appealed  from  the  Speaker^s 
decision,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Houxe. 

The  main  question  was  i|)en  put  on  Mr.  Gab- 
dbnibb's  amendment,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  th^n  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

^'And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  not,  on  or  before  the  — f- 
daj  of—  next,  announce,  by  proclamation,  that  tha 
French  OoYemmeol  has  canstd  restitution  to  be  made 
of  all  vassals  and  cargoes  seised  by  its  order,  or  nnder 
ppataAca  of  any  or  aithar  of  ita  edicts  violating  the 


neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  or  under  any 
other  U|ilawfu1  pretence  whatsoever,  subsequent  to  the 
first  day  of  November  last,  then  and  in  such  case  the 
act  to  whjoh  this  a  supplement,  shall  and  hereby  is 
declared  to  be  in  force,  as  well  against. France  and  her 
dependencieaas  against  Great  Britain  and  her  depen* 
dendes,.  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  proda> 
niation  of  the  President,  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the 
seeoad  day  of  November  last  had  never  been  iasnedt 
anything  in  the  said  ^  act,  or  in  the  said  proclamation 
contained,  to  the  contrary,  in  anywise  notwithstand- 
ing/' 

Mr.  RiNQOOLD  required  the  previous  question* 

Mr.  Ramoolph  made  some  observations  in  the 
abape  of  inquiry  of  Ihe  Speaker  as  to  the  precise 
exigent  of  the  decisions  on  the  subject  of  the  pre** 
v.ious  question  this  evening;  bul  he  bad  not 
spoken  mamy  miqutes,  ,when,  for  something  that 
was  deemed  objectionablei  in  his  remarks,  he  waa 
called  to  order  at  once  by  several  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Riifcro6Ln  insisted  on  the, call  be  had 
made  for  the  previous  question,  as  a  right  of 
which  ke  would  not  be  deprived. 

The  previous  question  being  required  by  more 
than  a  sofllcient  number  of  members,  i,t  was  put, 
and  carried.  Thelbain  question  on  the  amend- 
ment was  put  |uid  negatived. 

It  wtis  now  post  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gabdbnibb  tbea  moved  the  foilowing 
amendment : 

And  he  itfwfiher  enacted.  That  if  tha  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  not,  on  or  before  the  -«—  day 
of  -r-l-  next,  announce,  by  proclamation,  that  a& 
Prenctt  edicts  violating  the  neatral  commerce,  of  the 
United  States  have  been  revoked,  and  that  d&e  French 
Government  has  actually  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  su|^ement  shall  oease  and  be  v(Hd,  anything 
therein,  or  in  the  proclaibation  of  Ih^  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  contained,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.'' 

The  S^BAVBB  declared  this  amendment  to  be 
out  of  order^  inasmuch  as  it  was  substantially 
the  same  with  one  which  had  been  moved  by 
Mr.  PoTTBB,  and  negatived. 

Mr..P.B.PoBTBB' then  said  tbat,  for  the  pur* 
•pose  of'coming  to  a  decision  on  the  bill,  and  put- 
ing  an  end  to  a  scene  which  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  It,  disreputable  to  the  House,  he  moved  for 
the  pre vioua  question  on  engrossing  the  bill.^ 

Tiie  previous  question  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
readiaf— 65  to  9. 

The  bill  Was  then  read  a  «hird  time. 

The  previous  question  was  required  on  its  paa- 
sage,  and  earcied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RandolI'h  twice  successively  mored  aa 
adjournment.  Motions  negatived;  the  firat  65 
to  10,  the  second  65  to  8. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  waa 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  64,  nays  12, 
&s  follows : 

YxAS-^Lemyel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,' jun.,  Wil« 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Btbb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  Waiiam  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam,  Butler,  Josepb 
Ualhonn«  Langdon  Cheyea,  Matfhew  ClaVt  James 
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Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph 
Besha,  Jobp  W.  Eppes,  William  Findtey,  Mtohack 
Franklip,  Bandllai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner^  Thtnnaa 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle^  Samuel  McKee,  William  McKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  MiHer,  Samuel  L.  Mitchilli  Jo^n  Mon^- 
gpmery,  Nicholas. R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford^  Thos.  Newbofd,  Thos, 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Pejter  B.  Porter,  John  i^ea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee^  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneser 
ftage,  John  A^  Scndder,  Ebenezer  Seaveri  Adam  $ey- 
bert,.  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Qeo. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Uri  Tracyi  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr^  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
lull,  and  Robert  WitherspoOn.     '      . 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Barent  Chnrdenier,  Richard 
Jackson,  Jr.,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Maoon; 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Richard  SttnMd, 
Jncob'Swoope,  Archibald  Van  fioiA,  Labao  Wheiaion, 
«nd  Exekial  Whitmmn. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  meet  agaiii  ait 
one  o'elQck. 

SDarinir  the  course  of  aoeh  a  seaaioo  as  that  of 
B  erenin^r,  many  circumstancea  occur  of*  trivial 
importance,  but  yet  sufficient  topcodttce  warmth, 
'Which  it  caoDot  be  expected  of  a  reporter  of  the 
deliberations  of  a  LegialatiTe*  body  to  report. 
Such  incidents  are  of  course  omitted.} 

The  following  is  the  bill  as.  it  |msaed  this 
House: 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  cpn- 
cerning.ihe  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Be  it  tnmeUd,  4^,  That  no  vessel,  o#ned  wholly  by 
a  dtixen  or  citamw  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
lurre  departed  feom  a  British  port,  prior  to  the  2d  dagr 
of  February,  1811,  and  no  merchandise  owiied  wkol^ 
b^  a  citiaen  Or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  imported 
in  aoch  vessel,  shall  be  liable  to  MixurcTor  forfeiture  on 
account  of  any  infraction  or  presumed  infraction  of 
the  proviaions  of  the  act  to  wmch  this  act  is  a  supple- 
inent.  ' . 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modiiy  her  edicts,  as 
that  they  shall  cease  toMolaie  the  neutral  commer,ce 
of  the  United  ^utes,  the  President  Of  the  United  States' 
shall  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation ;  and  sUch  proe-^ 
lamation  ithall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  no  other 
ef  idence  shall  be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modi- 
cation  in  any  suit  or  prosecution  which  maj  be  Inati- 
tnted  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  •act  to  which  this 
ad  is  a  supplement*  And  the  reslnetions  imposed,  or 
which  may  be  imposed,  by  vivtae  of  thp  said  Mt,  shall, 
from  th«  date  of  sookr  proclaaiatioa,  oaasa  and  be  dis- 
eontinaed.  .    i 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enmeted^  That,  until  the 
prodamatioB  aforeaaid  shall  have  been  issued^  tbesev- 
cral  provisions  of  the^  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," 
shall  have  full  force  and  be  immediately  carried  into 
e^t  against  Britain,  her  colonies,  and  dependencies : 
I'rovided,  however,  That  any  vessel  or  tnecthattdte 


which  may,  in  pursuance  tbereol^be  setaed.ptfor  todie 
fact  being  ascertained,  whether  Great  Britain  abaUfOn 
or  ^before  the  eecond  day  of  F^nnaiT,  ona  ^MNHand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  have  revoked  or  modified  bar 
edicts  in  the  qtanner  above-mentioaed,  diafl,  Boverfba- 
less,  be  restored,  On  application  of  the  partiea,  on  ^bclr 
rrdng  bond  with  ai^roved  sureties  to  the  United 
States,  in  a  sum  equal  U>  the  value  thereof;  to  abide  the 
decision  of  the  proper  court  of  thi>  United  Stales 
ther^n ;  and  any  such  bond  shall  be  conaiderad  as 
satisfied  if  Great  Britain  ahaU,  on  or  before  the  aeoond 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  handred  and 
eleven,  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the  man- 
ner above-mentioned:  Provided^  aUo,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  afilect  any  ships 
or  veisels,  or  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vessela,  wbolly 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizihaa  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  cleared  Out  for  the'  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or 
for  an^  port  b«^nd  the  same,  pner  to  the  tentb  of  No- 
vemlier,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 


"^    Thdbsday,  February  !38. 

A  motioo  was  made  by.  Mr.  Randolph  (o 
amend  the  Journal  of  yesterd^,  in  that  part  of 
ih^  Journal  where  the  main  question,  was  putos 
the  paiisage  of  the  bill  supjilera^ntary  to  the  aet. 
entitled  '*A.n  act  concecning  the  commercial  ia- 
lercourse  beiu^en  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  .their  dependencies,  aod 
for  other  purposes.*'  after  the  word  "  question," 
hy  inserting  the  following  words :  "without  de- 
bate, being  precluded  by  the  decisioa  of  the 
House :"  And,  the  question  being  uiken  thereon, 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 
'  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Anactpro- 
yiding  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands, 
ai^d  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Orleans  and  Louisiatia,  and  to  repeillhe 
act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,  and  approved 
February  sixteenth,  1811,  was  read  twice,  aod  the 
thirteenth  section  thereof  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 
^  The  hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
authorige .  the  payment  of  ceriain  certificaies^ 
cireditJi,  and  penatooe,  and  fox  other  purposes,^ 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CooUBiuec 
of  the  Whole  on  Si^turday  next. 

The  House  proc/^eded  to  consider  the  amead- 
meiits  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aa  act 
to  erect  a  light-house  on  Boon  I^and,  in  tbe  State 
of  Massachusetts,  to  place  bnoy's  on*  Cape  Fear 
river,  and  to  erect  a  heapon  at^ew  Inlet,  In  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Ed^artown,  and  to 
erect  a  column  of  atone  on  Cape  Elizabetb,  ia  the 
State  of  Massachusetts." 

Whereupon,  the  iaid  amendments  were  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  this  day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses'  with  the  Indian 
tribes j"  and  the  same  beingtwice  read. were sev- 
eraily  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THIRD-  OENBVB, 
The  following  Message  was  reeeired  horn  the 
PRBsiDBirr  or  the  Bnrraft  BrAtn : . 
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yk  ike  Senate  tmd  Bmue  of 

Repreeen  tativet  of  the  UtiUtd  Statte  .^ 

I  UanMiut  Jkud  recommenil  to  the  atteotioii  of  C(m- 
gtme  *  report  of  the  Secreteary  of  State  relative  to  de- 
fidenciee  in  the  returns  of  the  census. 

JAMS8  MABieOIi. 

FsMUAmr'SS,  18^* 

DirAmTxurT  Qv  Qtatk,  Feb.  37,  1811. 
-  The  Secretary  of  8t«te  reepeetfuUy  repreeents  to  the 
Pm^deiit,  that,  agre^aUj  to  the  several  aets  of  Con* 
gress^  avthoriiing  the  third  ceasos  or  enumeration-  of 
the  infaahitante  of  die  United  Stales  and  the  Territo^ 
Hee  thereof;  instrtictions  were  issudd  to  Ihe  several 
if  anhale  and  6ecretaiies,  confeminMy  to  the  |>iivri*> 
ione^of  the  law ;  in  conseqvenee  of  which,  regular  re* 
turns  of  the  popuktion  df  theibUowinff  Districts  and 
Territisiea  hnve  b^en  received  at  the  Department  of 
8ute,  to  wit :  Maine,  Masaa«luisetts,  New  Hamp«hire, 
Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Oonnediaut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Peni^sylvanuu  Delaware,  Maryland,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, Nmrth  Carolina*  Geoignt  West  Tennessee,  the 
Tenitp^  Ojf  J^ouiaiAnf*  the  TerritoiT  of  Indiana,  the 
Territ6i7  of  lUinoif,  the  Missiasi|>pi  Territory,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  that  returns  )pemain  to  h^ 
received  firom  the  District  of  East  Tennessee,  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  the  Territory  of  Michifl^,  the  Dis- 
trict of  South  Caroling  and  from  the  District  of  Virgi- 
nia. That,  with  respect  to  the  latter,  a  letter  has  bein 
this  day  received  from  Andrew  Moore,  Esq.,  >f  ajshal 
of  the  District  of  Virginia,  dated  •*  Richmond,  Fcbru- 
arr  SO,  18ll,"infbrmjng  that  ''no  return  has  beenire- 
ceived  from  NoHblk  dty,  Norfolk  borough,  or  Petenn 
Imrg;"  that  he  hfi^  pressed  hid  assistants  in  those  divio- 
ions  of  his 'district  1^  ''repeated  letters;^  and  that 
^ftom  their  eilence  he  dopbta  whether  .theyhivo  done 
any  part  of  the  business.*^  The  Societary  of  Stale 
^Mrtber  repreeents  to  the  President  that  the  first  trf* 
.  march*  1811,  is  the  time  limited  by  law,  for  the  Mar- 
ekaXe  a^dSoorMaiieo  to  oonplete  their  retuma  to  this 
Popartment,  and,  ao  that  period  is  now  at  hand,  h^ 
auggests  the  propriety  of  recommending  to  Congress 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  in  order  that  timely 
provision  may- be  m«de  by  the  oon^tent  authority  for 
obviating  such  doubts  and  difficulties  as  may  o<^r  ao- 
ddei^taliy,  or  through  negligence,  to  prevent  the  per- 
fection of  the  enumeration  or  return  of  the  inhabitants 
of  any  District  or  Territory,  or  divisions  thereof  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  several  acts  autboriziQg  the 
third  census. 

All  which  is  resp^ctfblly  submitted.        ' 

^        R.  SMITH. 

The  Message  was  feadjand,  together  with  the 
report  accompanying  the  same,  referred  to  Mr. 
BuRWELL,  Mr.  Pitkin,  and  Mr.  Cbeves,  to  report 
tbf  reoD,  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

RETURNED  BILL. 
The  following  Message  was  recei red*  from  the 

PreMDENT  09  TAB  UNITED  StaTEB: 

Tb  ihe  House  of  RepreeentaiiveB  of  the  United  States  : 
Having  examined  and  considered  the  bill,  entitled 
•An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin,  William 
Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mime,  Joseph  Wil- 
•eii,  and  the  Baptist  Ohurcfa  at  8dem  Koeting-house, 
in  the  Mississippi  Tenitory/'  I  now  return  the  same 
to  the  House  of  Repreaentatives,  in  which  it  enginat- 
•d,  with  the  followiii|  obyodioa : 

"  Became  the  bill,  in  reserving  a  certain  pareel  of 
lai^  of  iho  yivt^l  Slatea  for  the  u«o  of  aaid.fiai^ 


Qhurch,  comprises  a  principle  and  precedent,  for  the 
appropriation  of  funds  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
UM  and  support  of  religious  societies ;  contrary  to  the 
article  of  the  ponstitution  which  declares  that  Con- 

Sess  shall  make  no  law  respecting  a  religious  estah> 
hment'' 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FxamuiRT  28,  1811.        ' 

The  MesMtfe  having  been  read-^ 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the 
reconsideration  oC  the  said  bill  acoordiag  to  thft 
CoBstitation. 

ARMED  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  MuMFORD  offered  thef  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

**  Whereas  when  two  or  more  nations  go  to  war, 
those  that  remain  at  peace  retain  their  natural  right  to 
pursue  their  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  bommeree; 
to  carry  the  produce  of  their  labor  to  all  places,  bellig- 
erent or  neutral,  as  usual ;  to  come  and  go  fl«ely  with- 
out injury  or  molestation ;  and,  in  short,  that  the  war 
shaH  be  to  them  "ta  if  H  dM  not  exist,  (with  the  except 
tion  only  of  not  ftimishing  either  implements  of  war 
for  the  annoyance  of  thcf  other,  nor  anything  whatefer 
to  a  place  actually  invested  by  its  enemy.)  And  wher^ 
as  a  staite  of  war  at  preeent  existing  "between  Great 
Britain  and  France  furnishes  no  legitimate  right  te 
either  to  intenupt  the  agrioultnre  and  «ommerce<tf  the 
Unhed  States,  or  the  peaceable  exchange  of  its  pro- 
duce with  all  nations:  And  whereas  no  nation  can 
submit  to  have  its  peaceable  industry  suspended  at  the 
mere  will  of  other  nations  in  violation  of  their  natural 
rights :    Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  aothorixing,  by  law,  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  arm  in  defence  of  then* 
persons  and  property  on  the  high  seas,  against  the 
spoliations  of  all  or  any  of  &e  belligerents;  and  report 
by  bin,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pitkin  ^id  he  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  the  resolution,  but  it  was.  entirely  unusual  to 
prefit  preambles  to  resolutions  fbr  appointing 
comnrittees  fbr  inquiry.  He  said  it  was  not  only 
unnecessary  but  unprecedented. 
'  Mr.  Weight  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
preamble.  He  had  no  objection  to  record  his 
vote  in  support  of  the  t»rfnciples  it  contained. 

The  question  pa  striking  out  the  preamble  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  striking  out,  51 ; 
for  retaining,  53 — as  follows : 

TkAS— Joseph  Allen,  David  Bard,  William  W.B!bb 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  QIaisdelU  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridge,  Kobert  Brown,  John  C.  Chamberlatny 
William  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Coch- 
ran, Richard  Cotts,  John  Dawson,  J^mes  Bmott,  Thoe. 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  IdL  Lee 
Livermore,Nathaniei'Maoon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Arch* 
ibald  McB^de,  8ftmuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer, 
William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Newbold, 
John  Nicholsoi,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickmao, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  8cud- 
der,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  Richai4^8tanfoid» 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  8tuigos» 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadfs, 
Charles  Turner ,iunier,  Nicholas  Yen  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  a^d  Ssekiel  Whilouo. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OF  OONGBBSfi. 


IIM 


H  OF.  R. 


Proceedingt, 


Mascii,  laii 


Nats — Lemael  J.  Alston,  Willis  AtstoD,  jr.,  WiUUm 
Anderson,  William  T.  Barry,  Burweil  Bassett,  William 
A.  BiirweU,  William  BuUer,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William  Craw- 
ford, Joseph  Desha,  William  Find  ley,  Meshaek  Frank- 
lin, David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Ootds- 
horongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  Jacob 
Hnfly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonesj  Thomas 
Kenan,  WilUa^n  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
McKhn,  William  McKinley,  Samuel  L*  MitphUl,  John 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore*  Gurdon  8.  Mumibrd, 
Thomss  Newton,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  John  Rhtea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,' 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Bbenezfer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Trscy,  Gtprge  M.  Trouj),  Robert  Weakley, 
Hobert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wright 
.  Mr.  Pitkin  said  be  was  id-  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. He  hoped  that  it  was  pot  merely  a  flourish, 
hut  that  sometbiog^  wlis  to  grow  out  of  it;  that 
4he  committee  would  m»ke  a  report  authorizing 
the  armings  And  if  they  were  <o  make  such  A 
report  inai  practicable  form,  it  would  find  his 
support,  although  perhaps  some  who  had  voted 
to  retain  thii«  preamble  would  not  befoundonlhe 
tame  side  with  him.   * 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUOB  moved  to  strike  out  the 
urords  authorising  the  committee  to  report  fay  bill  l 
VT  otherwise.  He  supposed  the  dhject  of  the  gen- 
tleman was  to  issue  a  luminous  manifesto' on  the 
subject  of  bur  rights.  If  he  wished  to  exercise: 
bis  talents  .in  makings  ;such  a  report,  he  did  not 
wish  to  embarrass  the  committee  by  requiring 
them  to  report  by  biif, 

Mr.  Mdmpord  hoped  the  motion  would  npt 
prevail.  He  assured  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land that  he  did  not  wish  to  display  his  talents 
in  writing  inanifestoes.  If  t^e  resolution  sboufd 
pass,  And  ne  should  be  on  the  committee,  the  bill 
should,  if  possible,  be  reported  before  sundown. 

Mr.  GoLnsBORODQiif^a  motion  was  negatived — 
59  to  32. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  no  doubt  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  was  important  and  worthy  of  consider- 
ation, but  e^erf  gentleman  must  be  confident  that 
it  could  not  be  ficted  upon  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  was  unwilling  to  excite  the  public  ex' 
bectatioo  when  it  could  not  be  realized,  and  there- 
lore  moved  -that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table.  . 

The  motion  was  negatived— 46  to  44. 

Friuat,  Marcb  1; 
The  following  letter  was  bud  before  the  House 
by  the  Speaker;  ^- 

TotheHon.  J.B.  Yabitom,  .    « 

Speaker  of  4heHouH  of  JUpreimtaUoeg. 
Sim:  The  report  of  the  Comptroller,  at  the  begin- 
nhag  of  the  present  session,  having  stated  that  my  ac- 
eoiinta  renamed  nnsettled,  and  that  I  stood  charged 
with  all  the  moneys  disbursed  for  the  United  Sutes 
during  my  agency  in  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli ;  and 
•  ^  report  having  given  rise  to  some  debate  in  the 
'House  of  RepresenUtives,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of 
'  transmitti&g  to  you  the  enclosed  letter  from  th^  C«Bp- 
troUer,  stating  that  Ihe  said  account  is  settled. 


I  beg  you  will  oommunieate  this  Ur  the  Howw  fat 
their  information,  that  it  miy  go  into  the  same  diaii- 
nel  of  publicity  with  the  mmaken  soggestkm  tk«t  I 
had  remained  for  thirteen  yean  a  debtor  ia  a  giuat: 
amount  to  the  public  Treasury. 

I  will  only  add;-that  this  account,  predady  as  new 
passed  at  the  Treasury,  was  settled  in  the  ^ear  1797,. 
with  Colonel  Hlimphreys,  then  Minister  at  Madrid^ 
from  whom  I  had  received  the  money,  4uid  to  whom, 
alone,'  I  oohoeived  myself  accountable.  I  natuxaily  cqii> 
eluded  that  he  had  passed  it  as  incorporated  ia  bia  own 
accounts.  And  it  was  only  thia  W&ter,  and  in  oa»- 
aequence  of  the  above  report* of  the  ComptroUw,  that  I 
cama^  to  the  knowledge  thatmy  name  waa  ever  wiittcft 
on  the  books  of  the  Treaaoiyk 

I  have  the  honer  to  be,  dbc 

JO&L  BA]UX>W. 

Wasbihotov,  Pek,  M,  1811. 

TasASi^nT  DaPABrmirr, 
Comptr0iier*9  Office,  Fehrwry  rj^  1811. 

Bib:  Tour  accounts  as  latr  agent  oC.die  UdiIb^ 
States,  for  negotiating  with  the  Bariwry  Powen»  aie 
adjusted^  and  ftnally  ekwed  on  the  books  of  tbe  T^ea^ 
sury.'    I  have  the  honor  to  be;  dbo.    - 

G.  DU¥AL. 

Jon  Bab|.ow,  Esq^ 

<  The  leUer  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NewtoNj 

Besofved,  That  the  Cojnmitte6  of  Gommerte 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ^pedi^cy  of  providing  for  the  settlement  of 
U^  accounts  of  the  persons^vbo  have  taken,  under 
Ibe  dii'ection  of  the  SecriSUry  of  the  Treasttry,aa 
aecount  of  the  several  manufacturing  estabiisb- 
meots  and  manufactures  within  their  several  dtfr- 
IricMiy  in  pursuance  of  an  act,  entitled  **An  ael 
farther  tO'alter  and  amend  an  act  providing  for 
the  third  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhahi- 
tants  of  the  United  States;''  and  that  tkey  have 
4eave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  ioto 
the  expedieticy  of* granting  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  the 
twelfth  day  of  December,  1804,  establishing  tbe- 
fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the 
ports  of  Savannlth  and  St.  Mary's;  and  that  they 
h^ve  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ^ooT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
septed  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensions;  whiek 
was  read  twice^  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  tO-morrow. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appoiiUed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  presented  a  bill  making: 
further  appropriations  to  eomplete  the  foaiilica- 
tiouB  commenced  for  the  security  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States;. which  was  read 
twi<^e^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

.,Mr.  NswTON,  from  the  Condmittee  of  Con&r 
merce  and  Man  nfae  to  res,  presented  a  bill  de* 
ebrittf  the  eonsent  of  Congress  to  an  act. of  tka 
State  uf  Georgia,  passed. ihetwelfth  of  Oeeeoibeis 
1804.  establishing  the  fees  of  the  h)ir|M»r  master 
ind  heaith  offieer  of  the  porta  of  Savannah  and 
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Be  Mftry's;  which  was  rea^tiirtce/Md  ^•miiit- 
ted  to  a  Comraiuee  of  the  Whole  to^ay. 

On  motioQ  of  Mr.  fipFsd,  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  were  postponed. 

Mr.  Spreer  then  called  for  the  ord^r  of  the  dny 
OD  thf  hill  antborhcin^f  a  loan. 

The  House,  iiccordindy,  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  or  the  Whole  op  the  said  hill. 

Mr.  Eppfis  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  in  the  first 
section  with  "$5,000,000;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended ;  which  report  was,  concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  epgroi^sedfora  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Saoate  to 
the  bill  erecting  light-houses  on  Boon  Inland,  6cc^y 
which  was  reported  as  concurred  with,  and  agreed 
to  by  xhe  House^ 

A  m^Sssaga  from  ^e^nate  inlbrmed  the  House 
(hat  the  Senate  hpive  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
Mt  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Stste» 
lo  aao»pt  the  servte*  •f  a  number  of  vqlunte^r 
companies^  not  exeeedrfigfiftf  thoqsfli^  men, '^  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  thi3  Housi. 

The  House  r^olved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  erecting-  the  districts  of 
Mumphremagog,.OsWegat<ihie,  and  of  the  While 
Mountains;  and  on  the  bill,  from  the  Senate,  an* 
nexing  part  of  Jersey  to  New  York, district,  &c.; 
which,  after  considerable  discussion,  were  r^port- 
ed^nd  oidered  to  a  thicd  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  Ipan  was  r^ad  a  third 
time,  and  passed  without  opposition. 

The  bill  reelecting  the  districts  of  Mumphre- 
magogj.^bc^aad  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Macoaraara,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  anthorisiog  tho  issaing'^of  debeoiares 
in  oertaia  eases  was  taken  »p.  .  Oq  the  qpestioQ 
to  postpone  indefinitely:— ajres  33,  noes  5d.  The 
l>ili  was  tl^en  read  a  third  time,  and  passed^^yes 
M,  noes^Sl. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  reported  a  bill  for  extending  the 

.  time  for  completing  the  returns  of  the  third  een^ 

sus  or  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the  United 

Btates;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  ^e 

etigrossed. 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,,  respectiiig  certain 
fees  of  the  health  officer  and  harbor  master  of  the 
ports  of  Savannah  and  Georgia,  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  .was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  to  six  o'clock^  p.  m*      * 

March  l-^Sia:  o^cUfch,  p.  m. 

The  bill  firon  the  denate,  entitled  "  Ao  act  an* 
tbori^ag  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  volunteer  com* 
paoies,  not  exceedin^f  fifty  thousand  men,''  was 
raid  twice,  abd  codimitted  to  a  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole  to^ay. 

An  engrossed  biM  to  extend  the  time  for  com- 
pletlng  the  third- census,  or  enumeration  of  the 
lahabiianits  of  the  United  States;  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  nassed* 

An  engrossed  oill,  daelaring  thebonsent  of  Con* 


gress  to  an  aet  of  the  State  of  Ckorgia.  passed  tile 
twelfth  of  December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees 
of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the 
ports  of  iSavannah  and  St^  Mary's,  was  read  the 
third  time,. and, passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of  New 
York ;  to  remoTe  the  office  of  collector  of  Niagara 
to  Lewistown;  to  establish  a  new  district,  to.be 
calM  the  district  of  St.  Lawrence ; -to  make  Cape 
St,  Yiocdnt,  4n  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a 
port  of  delivery ;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miansi 
and  Mississippi  to  make  two  new  district,  to  be 
called  the  diKiricts  of  Sandusky  and  Teahe,  and 
lor  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  thirteenth  secri6n  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entideS  ^  An  act  providing  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale,  of  the  public  lands'  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans,  anrd  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
passed  for  the  same  purpose,  and  approved  six- 
teenth of  February,  IBll;"  ao  amendment  being 
in^de,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. . 

rORTIPICATlONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAwso{^,'the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  further  appropriations  tb  complete  forti- 
fications. ' 

Mr.  Dawsou  moved  to  fill  the  blank, for  the 
sum  with  8131,000. 

Mr.  McKee  objected  to  such  large  annual  ap- 
propriations for  fortifications.  He  said  he  could 
not  vote  for  this  appropriation  without  further 
information. 

Tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject was  read.  '  r 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  read  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  him  on  the  subject. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  9  o'clock, 
without  taking  the  question  on  the  bill. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,-Mr.  M(7Mford  several 
times  attempted  to  call  up  his  motion  respecting 
the  arming  our  metehant  Vessels,  Ac.,  but  with- 
out success. 

Saturday,  March  2« 

A  letter  was  received  frOm  the  Secretary  of  War, 
enclosing  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  Na- 
tional Armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry, 
together  with  a  return  of  the  arms  made  and  re- 
paired at  each,  during  the  year  1:810, 

[At  Harper's  Ferry,  arms  manufactured  in  1810 
were  8,600;  repaired.  606;  expenses,  including 
expense  of  additional  buildings,  9155,090  19k  At 
Spriogfield,  Massachusetts,  arms  naanofaetured, 
10,301^  repaired,  406^  expenses.  1>188,774  98.] 

Mr.  Nevttipn  reported  a  bill  allowing  a  reftson* 
able  oompeosatioa  to  the  persons  who  have  taken 
an  Mcoont  of  the  several  manufactorrng  estab- 
lishments; which  was  reada  first  and  second-time. 

Mr.  NcwTON  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
bill,  for  the  amount  to  be  appropriated,  with 
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;970,000.  After  debate,  (Ifis  motion  wiw  aegatir- 
ed.  as  also  were  raoiions  to  fill  the  blank  with 
460,000,  $50,000,  and  $40,000.  The  blank  was 
eTentualiy  filled  with  $30,000;  and,  as  amended, 
tbe  bill  passed  to  a  third  t«aiikig)  and  was  then 
•  cead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  appropriating  a  stim  of  money  for  eota- 
pletiog  the  fortifications,  &4S.,  was  reii  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  iavalid  pensioners  was  gone 
throtteh  in  Committee, and  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  ha?e  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
aet  amhoriziog  a  loan  of  mpney  fora  som  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  of  dollars,"  with  ah  ameivd- 
Bient;  and  the  bill,  entitled  **  Ati  actlbr  the  relief 
of  John  Machamara,"  alsp  with.an,  amendment; 
to  which  they  desire  the  cone arrenCe'of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,^ntitleil  ^  An  act 
authorizing  a  loan  of  money  fur  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing fire  milHonsof  dollars )"  and  the  said  amend- 
ment being  read»  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amenn- 
ment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  aat 
for  the  relief  of /dhu  MacnamaraV  and  the  said 
amendment  being^  reaijl,  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  inaking  further  appropria- 
tions for  completing  the  fortili^atioos  commenced 
for  the  security  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  dme,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  allowing  a  reasonable 
compensation  to  the  persons  who  have,  taken  an 
account  of  the  several  manufap^iirin^  establish- 
ments and  manufactures  within  the  United  States, 
was  read  tbe  third  <ime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  land:i  In  the  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Louisiana,' and  to  repeal  tbe  f^ot  passed 
for  the  same  purpose,  the  lOlh  of  February,  1811, 
was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^  An  act  lor  the  telief  of  Richard  Tervin, 
WUliam  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewist  Samoel'Miros, 
Joseph  Wilson,  a  ad  the  Baati^t  Church  at  Salem 
Meeting  House,;  in  the  Mis^isaippi  Territory ;" 
which  was  returned  by  the  Presidant  of  (be  Uni- 
ted States,  with  ohjeetioas. 

The  said  bill  wns  reacl  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and 
ia  as  followji4 
An  Act  iir  the  relief  of  l&oha»d  Tervin^  WilUam  Ci^- 

maHi  Edwin  Lewis,  Samnel  Mims,  Joeeph  WUmh, 

and  the  Baptist  PlAireh  at  Salein  Meeting  House, 

in  the  MiasUsippi  Teraitoiy.  ^ 

BtkvnUUd  hptheBmattiOidHmueoflUpntmU 
aiheioftMt  Untted  Sttet  of  Amiriea,  in  OmgrtaM 
a$mml>Ud,  That  Richatd  Tervia  be  lOid  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  produce  to  the  Register,  of  the  Land  Office 
and  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  the  distriet  a«rt 


el^f^eerl  TiFver/i;i  the  MMsenipi  Tewiter7,eHdMoe^ 
his  having  Inhabited  and  enftivaled  a  tnct  ot  It&d  in 
said  Temtofj,  prior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  Mardt^one 
thonsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight;  and,iiasB 
such  evidence  shall  he  ppoducedv  the  ^id  Bap^and 
Receiver  are' require^  to  grant  tothe  aafal  BiehtfdT» 
vin  a  donation  certificate  for  auch  tract  of  bod,  agt 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acre^ 

8ftc.  2.  And'  he  it  further  tnaded.  That  Waiiia 
Coleman  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  prodncelo 
the  said  Register,  and  Receiver  evidence  of  his  riglit  to 
a  donation  of  a -tract  of  land,  on  the  Tombigbee  im^ 
in  the  said  Territory ;  and  ia  ease  he  shaD  prodaee 
satisfactory  evidence  to  the  said  Register  and  Rtodm 
that  he  was  ent(tled  to  a  donation  of  such  trattttceord* 
ing  tti  the  provisions  of  the  aeccmd  section  of  the  ict, 
eniitkd  <■  An  act  regaling  the  grants  of  Isoi  tod 
)iro'vidiiig''fi>r  the  di^MMal  t»f  the  lands  of  tiie  United 
Statea  south  of  the  State  of  Tenneaaee,"  anJ  thfttdi 
mtBiffAiem^niuj  tbente,dt  abhU  fben  be  lawihl  Ibrtbt 
a^d  William  Colenan  to  locate  a  qaaDli^  of  ^ade^ 
to  thact  te  which  he- waa  eiititM  ander  the  aborMHa- 
lioned  provisioBSi  on  any  landif  of- the  Unitad  Sale 
which  afaaU  have  been  dfieiad  at  pahlic  sale  in  tlia«il 
district,  and  that  shall  then  remain  vnaeld ;  and  itdei 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register  and  ReceiMrtoiMe 
a  donation  certifijcate  to  the  eayl  Wiliiain  Ooleanilv 
the  land  so  located  by  him. 

Sic.  3.  Andhe  it  further  madedlT\itiMvt]siUwi 
be  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  five  icm  d 
land,  situate  within  the  boundaries  of  a  tract  of  Iisd 
whereon  he  resides;  which  five  acres  wm  heretofcre 
used  for  an  encampment  for  the  troops  of  the  Usitfd 
8taies»  so^aoon  its  the  same  shall  cease  tobe  uirfAr 
that  purpose;  the  said  five  acres  to  be  paid  /or  it  the 
same  piioe,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  coaditi«v«M 
are  provided  filr  Jands  granted  by  right  of  p«^F»i« 
ki  the^  Miaaiesippi  T^irilory. 

^^A.AndUiifuHkm'enaeUd.TMcQusvAWm 

be  and  he  ia  hanlnr  oeaftrmad  ha  his  title  tat  ti«t«i 
lead,  oobtaininff  five  hitndted  and  eigh^-lMr  M 
granted  by  the  Baitiah  GoveBOfneat  of  Wait  ^^^ 
William  Clark,  ao  as  not  to  deprive  the  heiii«  ■•» 
ClarlL  or  %ay  ^ther  pcraon  or  persepa»  of  ibwj  l^J 
remedv,  if  any  they  havoy^r  the  recoveiy  oim  !*■■ 
from  the  aaid  Mima,  his  heirs  ot  assigns. 

g«c*6.  And  belt  further  enacted^  TWl(^l^^^ 
son  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter  with  w 
Regiaterof  the  tend  Office  hia  certificate  of  pre-enpttM 
right,  granted  to  him.  by  tbe  Board  of  ComiDU«on«^ 
for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  *  river,  in  the  MiwiW 
Territory,  for  the  quantity  of  fbur  hundred  >n^  **3 
acres  of  land;  lying  on  the  Tombigbce  ritcr,in  theajj 
Territory ;  and  -that  payment  be  made  therefifr  tttN 
same  price  and  on  the  «ame  terms  and  ^^'^^^^^Ji 
are  pfovtded  by  law  tor  ether  lands  granted  in  ngw  « 
pre-emption  in  aaid  Territory.  .     ^ 

Sac.  6.  And  be  U  fuHker  enaeted,  '"''^JiSi! 
veaerved»  the  quantity  of  five  acres  of  land,  «»*'2 
Salem  Meettng^euae,  in  the  Mississipin TewtPtTtW 
the  use  of  the  daf>tiat  Chvrch,  at  aaid  nieetinr*««» 
^^         L  B.  VABWUM,  ._ 
Speaket-  of  the  Houu  of  Rtfret^tt^ 
GEO.  CUNTON. 

ru^PraidetaqfiheUtrntedS^*^ 
President  (ft^SeMU- 

*  The  President'aobjcotions  were  ttlsoMpiottdi 
And  after  debate,  the  question,  "That  the  Hop 
on  racoBsHleniiioo,  do  agree  topw»  "*  "^ 
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W98  ukeo  io  the  mode  pittcribed  by  tbeConsu- 
tutioD  of  tb^  United  Slates,  and  deterinioed  in 
the  negative — yeas  33,  nays  55)  as  follows: 

Ybas— Abijah  BigeloWi  Daniel  Blaisdell,  John  C. 
Chamberlain^  Epapl^oditus  Champion,  John  Daven- 
port, juD.,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan 
H.  Hnbbard,  Ebenozer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, 
jun.,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph. Lewis,  junior, 
'  Bobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wiiliam  McKinley,  Wil<* 
liam  Milnor,  N)diola&  R*  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jvin.,  Timotiiy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  John 
Porter,  Eltsha  R.  Potter,  Daniel  Bheffey,  Lewis  B. 
StUTges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei)jamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Thompson,  NipfaolasVaii  Dyke,Killian  K.¥an  Rern- 
.atlaer,  Baefciel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

NATa— *i^emii6l  J.  Alston*  WilHs  Alston,  jttnior, 
WiUiam  Anderson,  AViiliam  T.  Barry,  Adam  Boyd, 
JAaMbtw  Clay,  James  Coehraa*  WiHiam  Crawford, 
Richard  Cotts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Dosha,  Bar- 
sillai  Gannett,, Gideon  Gardner,  T^mas  Gholsani  Pe- 
iMsoo  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Lovje,  Atattbew 
Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  Mc-^ 
Sim,  'Samuel  L»  Mitchill,  Thuinas  Moore,  GurdiMi  S.* 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  "Ringgold,  John  Roane* 
Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  John '  A.  Scudiler,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  6hi^,  Georga  Smith,  John  Smith* 
fianwel  Smith,  fieary  Southard,  Ridkard  SlatiTord, 
iohs  Stanley,  Uri' Tracy,  Charlea  Tomer,  umSor, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WfaitabiU,  anA  Robtr  WHgfat. 

Aod  >o  ihe'sai^  btH  waa  rcj^te4;  twokfairda 
•af  the  H(Aia»  uoi  agroeing  to  paaa  tha  aamt. 

Sank  op  the  united  states. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTfiB,  from  tbecominiitee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  ihe  iwett^y-fifih  ultimo,  the  ne- 
nonal  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
-United  S.Utes,  made  ibe  folU^wiag  repoct,  which 
was  read : 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  was  re.ferred.  the  meiBo- 
rial  of  the  Stockholder*  of  the  Bank  of  the  tJnitad 
States,  report : 

**  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  various 
natters  set  forth  in  the  said  memorial,  and  attentive^ 
listened  to  the  representations  of  the  gentlemen  ifrbo 
have  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  said  petitioners.  The 
object  of  the  memorialists,  is  to  obtain  extension  of 
theb  cotpofate  powers  beyond  t^ie  period  limited  for 
the  expiration  of  their  charier,  so  ai  to  enable  them  to. 
prosecttte  Ibr  their  debts,  and  to  arrange,  Kquidale,  and 
doae  the  various  concerns  of  the-  company. 

•«  Th0  committae  are  of  opinion  that  a  law.  of  .Con- 
gress, granting  the  powora  prayed  Ibr,  wonkl  facilitate 
the  inal  a<lth>*<^*i^^  ®f  ^^®  ^SSiim  of  the  bavik»  although 
^b^  do  nol  think  such  a  law  iadispeBsaUe  lo  that  eb- 
j«ct.  But  believing,  as  your  committee  do^  that,  m 
giaating  the  original  pharteit  to  the  stockholders,  Gon- 
grasa  transcended  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  Consti- 
tutioii ;  the  same  objection  now  presents  itaelf  to  the 
extension  of  any  of  their  coiporatet  capacities. 

**  If  the  committee  had  time  to  go  into  the  investiga- 
^n,  and  to  present  to  the  House  the  various  reasons 
which  have  conduced  to  this  opinion,  it  would  be  more 
than  nveless  to  divert  its  attention  from  the  important 
concerns  of  the  nation,  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 


aion,  to  a  sutgect  which,  but  a  lew  days  aince»  waa.eo 
fully  and  elaborately  discussed. 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  followiiig 
resolution :    . 

<<  Ruplvtdt  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted.*' 

The  Hoase  egfretd-  to  meet  to-mortow,  (4>eiDg 
Stinday.)  , 

The  Honae  then  adjotirned  to  six  o^lock  tMs 
evening. 

lILkk^u  2-*-6  (Pclodc  p.  m. 
The  SpBAKBft  hid  'before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treflisury,  accompanied 
with' sundry  atatcments,  prepared  in  obedreoce  to 
the  act  to  establish  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States;  which  were  read. 
,  ^be  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  tbje  Treasury,  transmit* 
ting  'a  statement  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfei- 
tures,and  of  expanses  atteudiog  prosecutions  ua- 
der  the  embai'go  and  non-intercouxse  law* ;  which 
werQ.read. 

A  bill  fcom  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
TerYio  aodoihers,  being  the  same  bill  as  that 
returiMfd  by  th«  President,  with  ihe  exception  of 
the  objeciiooabf^  section  respecting  the  c^orch 
daim,  wiu  rftad  three.  tioie%  i^nd  passed. 

INDIAN  TKEATJES. 

The  House  went  into  Conmitteeof  the  Whole  . 
on  the  bill  makipg  ipproprfaifoas  for  earrying 
iQto  effect  k  treaty  between  the  United  Suttea 
and  the  Great  ai»d  Little  09age  Indians. 

Mr.  WfiAKurr  .mo?ed  an  amesdmeiit  appro^ 
priating  a  ftuoi  of  money  for  extinguishing  tfcw 
In^iAQ. title  to  certain  iaada  ia  the  State  of  Teo- 
aessee. — Motioa  lost,^47  to  35. 

The  CoiDinittee  rose,  and  reported  the  hill. 

MrwAVsAixfiY  renewed. his  nt^tidn  in  the  Hooae 
ia  the  fpUowing  fofm  :  ^^thdt  a  sam  not  exceed- 
^  iug  ten  thctusahd  dollans,  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 

*  propriated  for  the  purpoee  of  defcaying  the  ex* 

*  penae  of  Mdiog  a .  treaty  with  the  Cbiefcasaw 
'  aaiionof.  IndianS)  for  extiogaiahiDg  ciaims  to 

*  lauds  in  the  States  of  Tenaeasee  ajMl  Kentoeky.'' 

The  motion,  wasi supported  by  Messrs.  BAaar, 
McKbb,  and  WsakI^y  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Stctrobs  and  Kfit. 

fAr^  GARDBNiEa  mo?ed  the  previous  question 
on  the  aoiendtDCBti  Which  waa  determined  in  the 
affirmativcr  ^ 

Mr.  Q.  proceeded  to  debate. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  decision  of  the 
House 'to  be,  that  debate  could  not  take  |dace  on 
the  question  now. 

Mr.  GABDBiftER  appealed  from  the  Speaker's 
decision,  which  was  afficoied— yeas  63,  nays  36, 
as  follows : 

YsAs-^oseph  AUea,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  Willis  Ala- 
ion,  junior^  WiHiam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William 
T.  Barrr,  Burwell  BaaseU,  Adam  Bogrd,  Willkm 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay.  John  Cloptoa, 
James  pochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Meehack  Franklin, 
Barallai  Gannett,, Gideon  Gardner,  Thoo^aii  Gkolson, 
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Peterson  Ooodwyn,  WBfiam  Helms,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Huftj,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  William 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel.  L.  Mitchili, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nich* 
olsoo,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl^aoia»  John . 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnel  Riiiff- 
geld,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  John  Roasi  Ebenez^ 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samoel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompion,  Uri  Tracy« 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  WeaUey,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Robert  Witberspoon,  and  Robert  Wright* 

Nats — Abijsh  Bigelow,  James  Bredusnridge,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Bpaphroditus  Cbam- 

fion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely, 
iarent  Gardenler,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  WlHiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haved,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, Ebenezer  Huntington, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun^  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knick- 
eiliacker,  Joseph  Lewis,'  jr^  Matthew.  Lyon,  William 
MUnor,  Benjamin  Pickmnn,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkita,  jr,, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Jacob  Swoope,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horii,  KUlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wbaklet's  ^inendmeDt  was  then  negft* 
ti?ed— 51  to  42. 

Aq  engrossed' bill  makiof^  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  Uaited 
Statei  and  tha  Qreatand  Little  GMage  oationa  of 
Indianat  concluded  at  Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tent^i 
of  November,  1808,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Hesolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  -that 
the  title  be  '^An  act  makiog  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Great  aDd  Mttle  Osage  nations  of 
Indians,  concluded  at  Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  Notember,  1808,  and  for  other  purpot^s.''^ 
The  House  res^ved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  the  *  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberlafld, 
in  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  The  bill  was 
reported  wftboot  an  amendment;  which  was 
concurred  Jn  by  the  Hotise,  and  the  amendment 
ordered  to  be  eu^rbssetf,  and,  together  With  the 
bill,  be  read  the  third  time  to^ay, 

VOLUNTEER  CORPa 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  tt>e  Senate  authori- 
zing the  President  of  the  United  States  tp  accept 
the  servicer  of  a  corp?  of  volunteers  not  exceedn 
inff  50,000  men. 

Mr.  Root  said  -the  provisions' of  it  were  im- 
practicable, and  could  not  be  made  to  harmonize. 
By  the  first  section  the  President  was  authorized 
to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers  who  should 
associate  themselves  into  companies,  the  ofl&cers 
of  which  were  to  be  appointed  in  a  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  States.  From  various  companies 
must  be  selected  a  -section  to  eacH  to  form  one 
compaoy  of  the  volunteers^,  who  could  not  be  or^ 
gaoized  til!  the  States  should  pass  laws  to  carry 


this  bill  into  effect.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
State  in  tbe  Uoion  which  had  at  present  passed 
laws  for  this  amalgamation  of  companies,  Ac. 
Mr.'R.  pointed  out  wHtthe  deemed  other  incon- 
gruities io  tbe  biU.  He  said  it  contained  yaloabte 
provisions  without  providing  the  ineans  of  carry- 
ing them  into  effect;  and  it  was  too  late  in  the 
session  to  attempt  to  remodel  the  law.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

.Mr.  Dawson  spoke  of^the  present  situation  of 
the  country  as  bein^  critical.  A  great  majority 
of  the  Housie  had  iormerly  agreed  to  provisions 
similar  to  those  coniaiued  in  this  bilL  If  the 
Hoase  were  to  refuse  now  to  pass  it,  they  would 
leave  the  President  destitiue  of  ueana,  dbcy  Ao. 

Mr.  TAtLifsiMW  coincided  with.  Mr.  Root  as 
to  the  details  of  this  bill,  and  was  proeeediag  to 
debate  tha  merits  of  the  bill.  The  Ghaimoaa  a^ 
prized  him  that  on  a  motioa  Ibr  the  Committee  to 
rise,  the  merits  coiUd  not  be  debated. 

The  question  on  the  Committee's  rising  was 
determined  id  the  afflr'toative,  and  they  were  re- 
fased  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ** An  act  ia 
addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  6ut  aad 
makiog  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  tbe  State  of 
Maryland,  to  the  Sute  of  ,Ohie,"  waa  read  the 
third  time,  %ud  passed  as  amended. 
.       DISTRICT  JUDGEa 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  oa  the 
hill'to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  iudgae  im 
the  District  c^  Colniabia^ 

Mr.^  Q^oiNCY  moved  that  it  be  indefioiteJy  post- 
ponedi  The  jeason  he  assifliied  was,  that  the 
salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  United  &t«tes  were 
a  matter  to  be  acted  on  generally,  and  not  spe- 
cially. If  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  in  this  Dis* 
trict  were  raised,  so  ought  those  in  other  districts, 
and  not  in  this  alone. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  spoke  against  postponement.  It 
was  no  reason,  because  other  Judges  did  not  re- 
ceive enough  compensation,  that  a  sufficiency 
should  be  withheld  from  the  Judges  of  this  Dlt- 
trict.  It  was  impossible,  he  said,  for  a  man  to 
maintain  himseli  decently  for  $1,600  a  year  ia 
the  District ;  the  business  of  the  District  was  very 
extensive,  employing  the  Judges  a  great  propor- 
tion of  their  time. 

Mr.  Key  opposed  the  motion  Cor  postpooemeat. 
He  spoke  of  the  good  character  and  coadnct  of 
the  Judges,  the  lahoriousness  of  their  daty«  the 
courts  bein^  twenty  we^ka  ia  the  year  in  coostaat 
aessioo,  besides^s  much  time  nearly  oec«pied  ia 
their  chambers  in -the  duties  of  their  office. 

Mr.  RoB9  was  in  favor  of  tha  postposeaieat. 
Inadequate  as  the  salary  was  represented,  thar^ 
was  never  any  difficulty  in  procuring  persons  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  case  of  resignation.  If  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  illliog  the  offices,  what  moral  obli- 
gation was  there  to  increase  the  salaries  ? 

Mr.  LivERMORE  and  Mr.  Alston  spoke  in  hr 
vor  of  indefinite,  postponement,  and  Mr.  Qardi- 
NiEit  against  it. 

Tbe  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
negatived,  ayes  30;  and  the  House  resolved  It- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hilL 
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An  addition  of  $200  wat  made  to  th^  salary  of 
the  Chief  Jadge,  and  $400  to  that  of  the  Associate 
Jadffes. 

Mr.  QrUtiicT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
infi: ;  '^And  that  the  District  Judges  of  the  United 
*  States,  io  each  and  every  district  of  the  United 
^  States,  shall  each  and  every  one  receive  the  sum 
'  of  ^(400  yearly,  in  addition  to  the  compensation 
'  heretofore  allowed  i>y  law.^ 
^  The  motion  was  lost,  ayes  13. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
r      mmended. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  renewed  the  motion  he  had  utisnc- 
r       cessTplly  made  in  Committee;  which  was  again 
negatived. 

The  bill  Was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  54  to 
20.  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time'and 
passed.  ^ 

Adjourned  until  to^^morrow  morning,  ten  o'dock. 


Sunday,  March  3;. 

The  Housei  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  remh  certain  fines,  peii- 
allies,  and  forfeitures.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  rea^.  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and' the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  aet  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  with  an 
amendment,  to  which  they  desire  th.e  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee* 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  additional 
compensation  to  the  Pos^niatler  General.  The 
bill  was  reported  with  an  kmendment  thereto; 
which  was  concurred  lb  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to  day.  , 

The  Hou&e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Minifie.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  tlie 
diird  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iiito  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  William  Dent  Beall.  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered^to 
be  engrossed,  and  /ead  the  third  time  to-day. 

An  engro^d  bill  allowioff  additional  compeur 
sation  to  the  Postmaster  General  was  read  the 
third  time^  and  Ptss^d, 

On  motion  ofMr.  Garlano,  the  several  orders 
of  the  day,  except  the  bill  providing  for  tne  more 
effectual  accountability  of  persons  in  trusted  with 
public  moneys,  the  bills  from  the  Senate,  and  the 
engrossed  bilb,  were  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  more 
effectual  accountability  of  persons  intrusted  with 
public  moneys ;  and,  aAer  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  remit  certain  nnes.  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pmaied. 


An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Minifie  was  read  the  third  time^  and  passed. 

An  engrossed,  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  William  Dent  Beall  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed.the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
b^  appointed  on  tlie  part  of  this  House,  to  wait 
on  tne  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  oT  the  proposed  recess  qf  Congress.  ' 

On  motion  of  )blr.  Ringgolo, 

Betolved,  That  the  Cleric  of  this  House  be  au-^ 
thorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Hoiise,  to  James  Claxtoo,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  his  services  during  this  session'; 
and  to  Elextius  Spalding,  John  Phillips,  George 
Cooper^  Richard  Stewart,  George  N.  Thomas, 
and  Michael ,  Sanford,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
^ach,  in  addition  to  their  usual  compens^ttions. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  several  bills  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  '^  An  act  making  furth^  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers;'^'' an  act  concerning 
the  cfommunitfation  by  water  along  the  northern 
confine*  ef  the  United- 8ute«;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" "an  act  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  stock  of  the 
Ohio  Canal  Company,"  be  severally  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoli^ 
tion  of  the  Senate  appointing  ^  jofnt  committee 
to  inform  the  Presid^t  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congress ;  and  the  saqae  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House;  and  Messrs.  Garlano  «nd  ANnBRsoff 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

The  SiPEAKER  presented  to  the  House  a  peti- 
tiott.of  the  nKcbanicsaad  manufacturers,  in  Ma- 
son county,  in  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  prayinj^ 
that  Congress  may  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
encourage  and  protect  the  various  manufacturing 
establishments  within  the  United  SMttesw— Laid 
on  the  table. 

EXTRA  SESSION 

Mr.  MoNTGOBffERT,  after  adverting  to  the  un- 
certainty of  the  present  state  of  pur  foreign  afi*airS, 
and  the  temporary  nature  of  the  provisions  ex- 
iisting  in  relation  tb  them,  ofi*ered  the  Tollo wing 
resolution  for  consideration : 

Ruohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by  Taw  an  earlier  day  for 
the  ineeting  of  .Oongreas  than  the  1st  Monday  in  De* 
cember  next,  with  iMive  to  report  by  bill  or  omerwise. 

Mr.  Potter  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
yrdA  impossible  for  Congress  to  foresee  a  certain 
necessity  for  their  meeting.  If  it  should  occur, 
the  President  was  invested  with  the  poyver  to 
convoke  Congress  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  LovB  was  also  opposed  to  the  resolution 
even  for  inquiry.  He  could  see  no  pressing  oc- 
casiom  for  an  extra  session' ;  and  the  convening  of 
Congress  would  be  productive  of  great  expense. 
And  of  great  personal  inconvenience  to  the  mem- 
bers;  and,  although  h^.^Hj^iy^^ot  be  « 
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member  of  the  next  Coagresy.  he  felt  for  those 
who  would. 

Mr.  LivERMOBE'was  opposed  to  the  resolution. 
He  said  he  could  not  see  why  houorable  genile- 
tnen  were  so  anxious  for  an  extra  session.  Had 
|hey  passed  some  met  the  operation  of  which  ihey 
were  afraid  of;  and  dfd  they  therefore  wish  to 
be  here?  If  so,  they  had  belter  save  themselves 
the  trouble  by  im<n«diacelv  repeali^  the  act. 
The  President  already  had  the  power  to  eatl  Con- 
gress; and  he  hoped  gentlemen  did  not  wish  to 
take  away  from  him  the  responsibility  of  conven- 
ing  them  or  not,  as  he  should  think  proper. 

Mr.  Tboup  was  in  favor  ot  the, resolution.  It 
W^s  true  that  an  extra  session  would  be  attended 
with  great  personal  inconvenience  to  himself;  hot, 
bowever  great,  he  was  willing  to  incur  i(  to  avoid 
a  Nvery  great  national  evil.  He  was  fully  per- 
suaded, considering  the  present  state  of  our  (oreign 
relatious,  that  there  ought  to  be  ^  session  of  Con- 
gress before  the  period  fixed  by  the  Constitaijoo 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  Consrevs.      . ' 

The  question  was  taken  on  the' passage  of  Mr. 
Montgomery's  resolution. 

For  the  rclsolution  2^;  agaidst  it  50. 

INBIANA  TBRRITORT, 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  fbr  the  extension  of 
.  suffrage  ip  the  Indiana  territory,  was  tkken  up. 

The,fin<t  section  being  under  consideration-^ 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  contained  a  nrfncrpleon  which, 
he  coold  not  consent  to  act.  He  y^i^s  sensible  of 
the  inconveniences  under  which  the  people  of  the 
Territory  labor ;  that  they  are  deprived  of  many 
rights,  but  the  same  deprivation  of  rights  exjsts 
in  all  the  Territories.  At  present  it  was  penal  to 
settle  oh  the  public  lands.  By  the  operation  of 
ibis  iiection^  persons  so  settling  contrary  to  law 
were  permitted  to  vdte—a  premium  was  tliius 
given  for  violations  of  the  law. '  That  objection 
was  sufficient,  if  there  was  no  other. 

Mr.  Jenvinob  said,  that  the  section  was  predi- 
cated upon  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislatnre 
of  the  Territory  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and 
it  was  the  request  therefore  of  the  freeholders 
only,  who  muKt  be  considered  as  having  acted 
deliberately  and  from  disibterested  motives.  He 
was  joth  to  detain  the  Committee,  when  there 
were  important  aubjects  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
that  too  at  so  .late  a  period  of  the  session.  He 
considered  the  principle  contained  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  to  be  undeniably  correct.  Mr*  J^ 
sai4  that  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  were  nearlv 
all  emigrants  from  the  States,  that  they  took  witn 
them  all  the  ideas  and  feelings  with  respect  to 
their  liberty  and  rights  with  which  they  were  im- 
pressed when  citizens  of  the  States  from  whence 
they  respectively  emigrated  ;  and,  that  he  confd 
not  believe  that  they  were  less  qualified  to  exer- 
cise their  rights  fn  a  proper  manner,  since  they 
became  subject  to  a  Territorial  Government,  than 
when  they  were  citizens  of  any  of  the  States. 

Other  gentlemen  ej^pressed  their  opinions  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  add- 
ing the  following :  ^  except  such  persona  shall 


settle  thereon  contrary  to  law,  and  continue  to 
reside  thereon  without  permission  of  tbe  United 
Slates." 

Mr.  Jbnjiingb  observed  that,  by  a  law  of  tbe 
Uiditfd .  Slates,  many  of  those  who  were  settled 
upon  the  public  lands  had  obtained  permissioa 
from  the  registers  of  the  land  ofilce  in  which  tbej 
respectively  resided^  and  that  it  would  be  difficnu 
to  distinguish  Who  were,.or  who  were  not  settien 
on  the  public. lands  contrafy  to  law.  It  woaldf 
therefore,. be  extremely  hard  to  deprive  a  great 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  right  which  they 
were  anxious  to  obtain,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  a  few,  whom  the  gentleaian  fron 
Georgia  conceived  to  be  illegal  settlers  apon  the 
public  lands,  from  voting. 

Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. He  said  that  ererj  one  liable  to  raUiiia 
dutv^  ought  to  vote.  Thos,e  persons  performed 
militia  duty,  and  were,  in  his  opinion,  entitled  to 
vote. 

The  amendment  w^  lost. 

Mr.  Jennings  said  that  fie  had  introduced  the 
fourth  section io  tbe  bill,  from  ideas  he, enter- 
tained that. every  man  who  acted  as  a  le^sUtor 
oMght  to  stand  upon  independent  and  diainte^ 
esie^  gfk'ouod.  That  the  clause  of  tbe  sectioa 
which  went  to  disqualify  any  person  holding  aa 
office  of  profit  under  the  Governor  (jastices  of 
the  peace,  ^c,  excepted)  from  l>eing  eligible  to 
tbe  office  of  a  jtneroDer  of  the  Legrslatire  Coon- 
cil,  or  House  of  Representatives,  or  as  a  Delegate 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  smid 
Terrjtory,  unt^'l  auch  office  should  be  resigned, 
was  intended  to  prevent  the  bartering  of  office 
for.  the  purpose  or  inducing  support  to  anY  can- 
didate, who^  at  the  time  of  being  a  candidate, 
should  hold  aoj  office  of  profit  except  such  as  are 
excepted  in  this  bilL  Such  a  disqualification,  so 
far  as  it  goes,  will  have  ao  e^ual  operation  opon 
every  citft^en  of  the  Terriiorr,  while  it  would 
lead  to  pore  and  disinterested  legislation^  and  op- 
erate as  a  barrier  against  any  improper  bias  or 
encroachment  upon  the  elective  franchise.  But, 
he  said,  a*  kind  of  silent  legislation  had  beente- 
sorted  to^  in  order  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
the  members  of  this  House  that  he  was  legisla- 
ting to  disqualirV  bii  competitor,  if,  indeed,  he 
had  but  one.  This  lyas  a  secret  mode  of  Ib- 
peaching  the  m9tives  of  a  legislator.  He  was 
not  in'  the  habit  of  impeaching  the  motires  of 
any  member,  nor  did  he  wish  the  motives  br 
which  he  was  actuated  to  be  misrepresented. 
But,  any  person  could  ouaUfy  himself  as  a  legis- 
lator by  resfgning  an  office  of  profit,  which,  Mr. 
J.  conceived,  he  should,  when  he  became  a  can- 
didate to  represent  the  people.  He  was  not  tena- 
cious, however,  for  the  principle  contained  in 
this  section,  if  it  woi^ld,  in  any  measure,  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  section  be  stricken  out 

Mr.  HuPTT  opposed  tbe  motion  to  strike  out 
He  could  see  see  nothing  improper  in  the  section, 
and  hoped  the  motion  'would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  wu 
then  passed. 
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H.  OP  R. 


Evening'  Sitting, 

The  biHs  from  the  Seotte  were  called  op. 

The  bill  outhoriziog  the  President  to  accept 
the  services  of  a  corps  of  volunteers,  opt  exceed- 
ing fifty  thousand  men,  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  the  House  would  take  up 
the  bill.  They  had  determined  there  should  not 
be  an  extra  session,  and  it  Was  incumbent  on  them 
to  do  something  to  provide  for  defence. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  had  frequently  voted  for  such 
bills  when  there  was  no  prospeclot  war;  and  now, 
when  we  were  going  into  n^ar,  and  giving  the 
provocatioti  ourselves,  he  was  of  opinion  it  ought 
to  he  passed. 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
'  The  bill  for  laying  out  a  certain  road  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstowo  was  next 
called  up. 

Mr.  Qou>  spoke  in  favor  of  considering  it,  and 
the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  bf  Thomas  Campbell 
was  next  in  order. 

Mr.  MiLKOR  and  Mr.  Montoohbbt  spoke  in 
favor  of  takipg  it  up. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  negatived. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  certain 
certificates  and  pensions  came  next  upon  the 
tapis. 

Mr.  WeiTMAii  and  Mr.  Johnson  spoke  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  votes  were,  for  postponement,  39;  against 
it,  39. 

Another  count  bein^  called,  there  were,  for 
postponement,  33 ;  against  it,  38. 

Another  count  being  called— rfor  postponement 
38;  against  it,  38* 

The  Speaker  decided  the  question  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


(he  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Campbell.  Messrs.  Milnor,  Finolet,  and  Pick- 
man,  supported,  and  Mr.  Root  opposed  it. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  Senate  caused 
the  Committee  to  rise  before  the  bill  was  gone 
through  with,  and  the  discussion  of  it  was  not 
resumed.. 

On  motion  of  Mr..  Sif tUE, 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be 
presented  to  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  in  testimony  of 
their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  and  important  duties  assigned  to 
him  while  in  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  then  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  House  in  the  following  words : 

Geniiemen  of  the  House  of  Representativee  : 

I  acknowledge,  with  grateful  sensibilityi  the  aid  joa 
have  afforded  i]|l0  in  the  diMharge  of  the  duties  of 
Speaker.  Vour  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  the  im- 
portant ofiioe  you  have  been  pleased  to  assign  me,  af- 
fords me  very  great  consolation;  and  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  genUemen,  that  you  have  mv  most  ardent 
wbhes  for  your  individual  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Bdrwbll  offered  a  resolution  requiring  the 
proper  officers  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Congress, 
at  their  next  session,  a  statement  of  all  persons 
who  receive  money  from  the  public  Treasury, 
and  the  amounts  they  receive  repectively. 

Mr.  Stanley  gave  his  hearty  support  to  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Alston  and  Mr.  Eppes  sug- 
gested an  amendment  of  it. 

At  this  moment,  Mr.  Garlano,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  President  and  informed 
him  that  they  proposed  to  adjourn,  and  had  re- 
ceived for  answer  that  he  had  po  further  comma* 
nication  to  make. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  and 
reciprocated,  that  they  were  about  to  adjourn ; 
a  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 
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or  soos  PBOOBOHiros  or  thx  thirp  sibsion  or  thb  siaysmth  oonorbbs,  a^  umagiQ  thb  tdib  thbt 
MKPsznnNe,  wbek  obdbrbd  to  be  kept  sscrkt,  amb  RWPiormo  wbuh  thb  nuimonoN 

(Hf  SBQBIOT  WAS  Arm^AKDe  RBMOVKD  BT  0|U>XB  Or  TBB  HOUSk 


THUBODfY,  JtQuary  3, 1811. 

A  eonfidential  Mem^e  wm  f eceiTed  from  the 
Presid^ot  of  the  Uaited  States ;  when  the  House 
was  cleared  of  all  penioDs  eicept  the  memberl 
and  the  Clerk,  and  the  said  Message  was  raad, 
aad  referred  to  a  select  ^^omipitiee,  composed  of 
Mr.  MoiCTGoiiaBT,.Mr.  GuTTs,  Mr.  W^  Ai^ston, 
Mr.  P.  B.  PoKTBR,  Mr:  Gbay,  Mr.  flATBNf  Mr. 
HurriifGTON,  Mr.  MiLLBa,  and  Mr.  Barbt,  to 
coDsider'aad  report  thefeoo.«^8ee  Appendix.] 


Satdbdat,  January  5. 

The  House  beioffcleared  of  ail  persons  except 
the  members  and  Uierk,  on  a  motion  made,  and 
leare  fftren  by  ibe  House)  Mr.  MontoomeiiV, 
from  the  committee  appointed,  oa  the  third  in- 
stant,  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  presented  a  bill  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  occupy 
the  territory  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other 
purposta ;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
tiflM.  ' 

A  motioA  was  ,then  made  by  Mr.  Bobwbll, 
that  it  be  the  t>rder  for  Monday  next;  and  the 
qoestioa  being  taken  tbereoa^  it  was  resolred  in 
the  affirmatire^yeas  60,  niys  37,  as  ibllow^: 

Ybab — ^Joseph  .Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Bze- 
kiel  Bacon,  Burwell  9assett,  WiMtam  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  BIgelow,  IHnieJ  BtaisdeU,  James  Br^ckeii- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,.  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  CampbeU^Jobn  C.  Chaaab^r- 
lain,  William  Chamberlin,  E^aphroditOf  Cham- 
pioa,  Martin  Chktendeo,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Darenport,  Jr.,  Joh»  Daw* 
too,  Joaeph  Dtsha,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott, 
John  W.  Bppes,  William .  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Barzilhti  Gannett,  Qtdeon  Gardner, 
Chailea  Goldsborough,  Thoisaa  R.  Gold,  Wiiliam 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haren,  Daniel  Heister,  Jona- 
thair  H.  Hubbard,£beneser  Hontington^iehard 
Jackson^  jr.,  Rohlert  Jenkins,  WiUiam  KennedY* 
Heraaaa  Knictoer backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Rob- 
ert Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macoo,  Vii^- 
ceot  Matthews^  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M. 
MiHer,  William  Milnor,  Samurl  L.  Mitehill,  Jere- 
miak  liiorrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Tioaothy  Pitkin,  fr., 
John  Porter,  Elisha  R,  Potter,  Josiah  dnincy, 
John  Rhea  of  PennsyUania,  Matthias  Richards, 
Thomaa  Sasunons^  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Sey- 


]^%  Daniel  Sbetfey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
bichifrd  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jamea Stephen- 
son, Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Jacob  Swciope,  Samuel 
Taggact,  Beniamla  Tailmadge.  John  Thompson, 
Gkorge  M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Vao  Horn,  Killian  K.  Yaq  Rensselaer,  La- 
ban  Wheatdn.  and  James  Wilson. 

Nay»— WiHiam  Anderson,  Darid  Bard.  Joseph 
CalhottUr  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Jona- 
than Fisk^  David  S.  Gkirland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Edwin  Graf,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan^  John  Lore;  Aaron  Lyie, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William 
McKin^y,  J#hn  Montgomery.  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore.  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rjiea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Johm 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeoezer  Sage,  ^Ebenezer 
Searer,  John  Smilie,  Uri  Tracy,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whftehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wither- 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wnght. 

Mr.  MoNTOOMBBr,  from  the  same  committee^ 
also  reportfifda  joint  resolMtion,  which  is  ia  the 
following  words,  to  wit : 

Taking  into  view  the  pie— ut  Jtate  of  the  world,  the 
peonliar  sitos^on  ef  Spain,  and  of  her  American  Pre*, 
Tineas ;  the  sekaowleged  cUim  of  the  United  States 
OB  thai  ceuntiy,  §oi  indemniications  of  great  magni- 
tude, and  the  intimate  relation  of  the  territory  eastward 
of  the  fiver  Perdido,  adjoining  the  said  States,  (b  their 
ceeuri^,  and  tranquiUitj ;  Therefore, 
,  Rt9ohed,  by  iht  ^enptt  and  Hau$e  of  Repr$Hnta» 
Uwet  ^ihe  Imited  State*  i^Amtriea  in  Congrt—  as- 
Memhkdj  Thai  the  United  States  oannot  see,  with  \a^ 
difiierence,  any  parTof  the  Spanish  ProvinoM  adjoining 
the  said  States-eastward  of  the  rirer  Perdido,  pass  from 
the  hands  of'Bpain  into  those  of  any  ether  foreign 
Power. 

Which  wma  received  and  read  the  first  time  f 
and,  on- motion,  the  said  -resolution  was  read  iha 
second  time.  n    - 

A  motion  was  made  \f  Mir.^STAiiLBT,  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Commi^ee  Mt  the  whole  House 
to  whom  was  referred,  tbis:4a«,  th«ibin  author^ 
iziog  the  President  oflh^  Unilea  Slatds  to  occupf: 
the  territon^  thereiajBentioaied)  andfqrother^purv 
poees;  an^  the  qacition  b^ing*  t»kaR  thercont  it 
wasdeterufiinaddnith^infigatii^...  >     )      '  (V  .i // 

A  motion  was  then  then  made  byi  Mr.  W^  A»taH 
TON,  that  itif(»  leftrred  fQ^a.Comm«ilao:4]/AHie 


.iLui     tJi-i.-J 
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Whok,  to-day;  and  the  question  being  uken 
thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  Hsclf  iiiU>a  Conifnittee  pf 
the  whole  House  on  th^  said  ^f^polution }  anid,  af- 
iei  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
reported  progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoMDAT,  Januaty  7. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
the  members  and  the  Cleric,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  johh 
resolution  reported  By  the  select  committee  a|>- 
pointed  on  the  confidential  Message  pf  the  Presi- 
dent of  tlw  United  States  of  tlie  third  iosUnt ; 
afed,  after  some  time  apeat  tberein,  the  Comnit* 
rdte  Mid  reported  an  cmend^Mnt  thereto ;  whick 
was  read :  and  on  the  qaestion  that  the  liouke  do. 
now  coQeqr  id  the  repoUt  of  tiie  CoitimiXlee  of 
the  whole  House,  a  motion  was  laade  by  Mr. 
QtuiiroT,  that  the  said  report  and  reaelutien-  do 
lie  on  the  table  \  and  the  ^uefthM  being  takea 
thereon,  it  was  deiermiaed  in  the  begattva. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stahpord, 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  pre- 
amble tbereto,  which  is,  as  amended  by  the  Oomr^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit:  "  Taking  idio  view  the  present  state  of  tbe 
'  world,  (be  peculiar  situation  of^Spaia  ao^  df  her 

*  American  Provinces,  and  ibe  iniimai^  relation 
'of the  territory  eastward  of  the  river  Perdido. 
<  adjoining  the  said  States,  to  their  securiiy  end 

*  tranquillity.'' 

Ai|d  debate  arising  thereon,  an  tfdjoarnment 
was  called  for,  and  carried. 

TatavAT,  January  S. 

-The  Hoase  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  Which  was  de- 
|M)dinf  and  undetermioed  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment. Tbe  question  being  again  slated,  from  the 
Chair  on  striking  oat  the  preamble  to  the  resolm* 
tion  reported  bf  the  Oemmittee  of  tbe  whole 
House,  a  div^ision  of  tbe, same  was  called  fort  and' 
the  question  being  taken  on'strfkibg  out,  it  was 
determined  in  the  nej^atlve^yeas  41j  nays  6d,  as 
follows: 

YBAS«-Jfbseph  Allen,  Abijab  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Bfaisdell,  James  Breekenriu^,  John  C.  Cham- 
berlain, William  Chainberlin,  Martin  Chittenden, 
James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman 
Khiekerbacker,  Josepn  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews. 
Archibald  McBryde.  Willikm  Milnor,8amael  L. 
MiKhill,  Jonathan  6.  Moa^ley,  Joseph  Piiarsocr, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Slisba  R.  Potter/  J<^siah 
dfiiney,  Daniel  Shcfey,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jam^s 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturces,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadffe,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Laban  Wheaton,  Jamee  Wilson,  aod 
Robert  Wheaton. 

NAYS^-Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Williafo  Aoderaoo, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry, 


Bur  well  Bassett.  William  W.Bibb,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Jo^ieph 
Calhotio,  Matfhew  Clay^  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cuft.««,ilolin  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Pr*nkUn, 
Barziliai  Qannett.  Gideon'  Gardner,  D'lvid  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  GholxHi,  Edwie  Gray,  Nathan- 
iel A.  Hav.en,  JaAies. Holland^  Ricbani  M.  John- 
son, Walter  Jones,  ThoiDas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
nedy, John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKio, 
William  McKinley.  Pleasant  M.  Miller.  Joha 
Montgomery,  Nicholas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold.  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Samuel  Riag^id.  John  Raai^, 
Erastqs  Root,  EbeaeBcr  Sage.  Leinuel  Sawyer, 
John  A.  Sc udder,  BbetifSMr  eeaver,  Adai&a  avf* 
bert,  Samuel  ^haw,  Dennb  Saaelt,  Johd  Smiti^ 
George  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompsaa, 
George  M.  Troops  Charles  Tumer,  jr^  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Wkin,.  and  RoiM^t  Whiiee- 
spoon. 

The  question  then  rrettrred  oo  eoocarring  ia 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  oftbe 
whole  House,  proppsing  to  strike  out  of  tbe  pre- 
amble the  following:  *'tbe  aclcooWledsed  claim 
of  the  United  States  on  that  ecwntry  for  irnkm* 
nifieations  of  great  magoitode.'^  And  the  ^ae»- 
tiun  b^ing  ui^n  thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  Ike 
affirmaiive-^yeas  89,  nays  21,  as  foltowa  : 

YcA8— Joseph  Alleh,  William  Andersoa,  Bie- 
kiel  Bacon,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  B^99HM, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,i>a(iielBlaia- 
dell,  James  Breckenridge,  Williatn  A.  Borwekl, 
William  Butler;  Joaeph  Calhoott,  WilUam  Cha»- 
berlin,  Epaphroditus.  Champion,  Martjn  Chitica- 
den^  f  obA  Davenport,  jua.,  John  Dawson,  ias^ 
Desha,  James  Emott,  John  W.- Bppe».  WiJiiMtt 
Ftndley  Jooa/thaa  Pisk,  Meshaak  Franklia^  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  Thomas  R*  Gold,  Nuthaniel  A. 
Hav^nr.  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jaeeh  Hfifiy.Ehe- 
oeier.Hontingl6n,  f^ichard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robevt 
Jenkfna,  RiolMird  M.Johnson,  Walter  Joiie«(,Tha* 
mas  Kenan,  WiHiam.  Keoneilf,,  Hemtan  Koiak* 
erbitcker,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Leltny  Liv* 
iogston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathabiel  Mavqo,  Vtnoeat 
Matthews;  Arehibaki  MaBryd^  AlexaMer  Me- 
Kim^  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mite  MIL  Ni-: 
choks  tl.  Moore,  Thanias  Moore,  Jereaaiah  Mor- 
row, Jonathan  O;  Moselev^  Thoaaaa  N^whoM, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  -Pearson,  Timothy  Pit« 
kin,  jun.,  John  Perter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  CItaha  R. 
Potter,  Joei%h  ttuincy,  John  Rea  of  PeooaWsv- 
aia,  Matthias  Richards,  Samoel  Rkigf  ekl,  Baaa 
tus  Root)  Ebenez^r  Sage,  Leianel  Sawyer,  Jmkm 

A.  Scudder^  Ebeoeier  Seaver,  Adaoi  Seyhtit, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smihe,  George 'SoiHh,J*bB 
Smith,  Samuel  Sh^ith,  Heary  Sduthartf,  Riehari 
Stanford,  John  Stanky,  James  SteDheoaoA,  Lewie 

B.  Sturgee,  J<iooh  Swoope,  Samuel  f^marc  Rett- 
jamin  Tall madgVy  John  Tbompsan,  Uri  Tney, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Teraer, Jun^  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke.  Arcbibald  Van  Hora,  Laban  Whea- 
ton)  Janes  Wilao^,  Robert  Withenpaao,aBd  Ro^ 
erl  Wright. 
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Natb— Lemael  J.  Alston*  David  Bard,  Robert 
Broirii.  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford;  Bar- 
zillai  G^Ddeit,  David  S.  GT^riand,  Thomas  Ghol- 
801),  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister.  James  Holland, 
John  Love,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Nfil- 
ler,  John  Montgomery,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane.  Dennis  Smelt, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Pendinff  the  question,  ^*  Shall  the  resolution  b6 
engrossed  for  a  thtrd  rcadioj^?"  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Quincy,  to  amend  the  resolotion,  by 
stHkiog  out  the  words  ''with  indifference,"  for  the 
pfurpose  of  inserting  the  words  "without  serious  in- 
quietude;" and' the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
ii  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Bacon,  to  amei>d 
the  preamble  to  the  said  resolution,  by  striking 
out  tne  word  **  safid."  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  word  "United ;"  and  the  quesrion  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

A  motion  was  m^de  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  amend 
tbe  resolution,  by  adding  the  following  to  the  end 
thereof: 

Ruohed,  That  tbe  President  be  requested  to  make 
sach,  arrangements  lor  tbe  temporary  poMession  of  any 
part  of  Fiorida  east  of  the  Perdido,  with  the  Spanish 
anthoiities,  that  he  may  think  necessary  for  that  par- 
poee. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wfis 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stanford,  to 
amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  the  fotlowmg 
words  to  the  end  thereof:  ''And  that  the  Presi-, 
'dent  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  ar- 
'  rangem€!nt8  which  may  be  desired  by>th^  Span-. 
ish  authoritieit,  be  authorized  to  take  temporary 
'  possession  of  any  part  or  parts  Of  tbe  said  Tern- 
•  fory." 

A  qoestiOD  of  order  being  made,  whether  the 
mottoo  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroli,na, 
Mr.  Stanford,  was  in  order,  Us  it  apparently  con- 
tained tbe  principles  embraced  by  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  .from  Maryland,  Mr. 
Wbiobt,  the  S'peaker  decided  that  it  was  not  in 
order. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  that 
the  tmld  retsdiHton  do  lie  on  tbe  table j  and  the 
queation  being  taken  tb«treon,  it  was  deterinined 
in  the  negative. 

Tb«  ^^rtOn  then  recurred  on  tbe  engrossfng 
the  resohnion  for  a  third  reading;  and  the  same 
being  Vtkeb,  it  was  revolved  in  tbe  affirmative- 
yeas  74,  nays  47,  as  follows : 

Ymas— LemncL  J^  Abl^^  WiUk^  Akton  Jun., 
WiUi«ni  AoderaoO)  Bsekiel  Bacon',  David  mrd^ 
WtNHun  T.  Barrj.  Bovwell  Bassett.  William  W. 
Blbb«  AdMi  Boy4,  Robert  Brown.  William  A. 
Borw^l,  WfHi«m  Butter,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
xbew  day,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawfbrd, 
Ricbard Cotts,  John  Dawi^on,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Barzillai  Chinnett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
QarUnd,  Thomas  Gbolson,  William  Helms,  Jas. 
Hollarrd,  Jaco » HuAy.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Tfao- 
ni«fi  Keoftn,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Atexanier  McKim,  Wil- 
lltbCoM.  SdSsis.— 36 


Ham  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont« 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
eoniah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson.  John 
Porter.  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
liia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samneh  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Brastus  Root, 
Bbenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scod- 
der,.  filbenezer  Seav^r,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Sbaw,  Dentis  Smelt,  John  Smilie^  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Un 
Tracy,  George  M.  Trotrp,  Charles  Turner,  jun., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehillJlichM  Winn, 
Robert  WHherspooo,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nayb — Joseph  Allen,  Abijab  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckinridge,  John  Campbell, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamiierlin,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion.  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  E\y,  James  Emott,  Jon- 
athan Fisk,  Charles  Goldsborooffb,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Dan- 
iel Heister.  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bbenezer  Hun- 
tington, Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchili,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Joseph  Petirson,  Benjamin  Pickmau,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josian 
doincy,  Daniel  i3hej6fey,'Richard  Stanford,  Juhn 
Stanley.  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tagsart,  Bepjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arcbibal  i  Van  Horn. 
Killian  K.  Van  Rens^laer,  Laban.  Wheaton,  and 
James  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by .  Mr.  Pitkin,  that 
the  further  coosideratron  of  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
•^veas  46,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

YEAS—Joseph  Allen,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Btaisdell,  James  Breckenricige,  John  Campbell, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William.Cbamberlin,Epa- 

ehroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jon- 
athan V'lsk,  Charles  GoldslMrouffh,  Thomas  R. 
Gold.  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  X  Haven,  Jona- 
than H.  Hubbard,  Bbenezer  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins^  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  L^e  Ror  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Willjam  Milnor,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  PearsooL  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jun»  Timothy  Pitkin,  j[un..  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
siah'Q.uincy,  John  Smitb/Sarouel  Smith.  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B*  Scurges , Jacub  Swoope.  Samuel  Tag- 
gart.  Beoj^imid  Tallmadsre,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  ReUsselaer, 
Laban  Wbeaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

NATs^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston, Jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard; 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bjbb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Josenh  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  William  Crawford.  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson.  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes, 
Wifliam  Findley,  Meshack  Fnfpkli;3,,^rzitUi 

digitized  t 


efSy^^JC^" 


1123 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRBSS. 


im 


Supplemental  Journal 


Gaonett,  Qideon  Qardber,  David  S.  Garland,^ 
Thomas  Gholson,  William  Helms,  James  HiU 
land  Richard  M.  JohnsoD,  Thomas  Kenan,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander,  Mc* 
Kim,  William  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jerenliah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nich- 
olson, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Rin^s^old,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Ebenezer  Sea ver,  Adam  SevKert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Daniel  SheffeT,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Ti-a* 
cy,  Georffe  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Rob- 
ert Weakley,  Robert  Whiiehiil,  Robert  Wither* 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

,  The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said  res- 
olution do  pass,  as  amended  ;  and  resolved  in  th^ 
affirmative — yeas  70,  nays  42.  as  follows : 

Ybas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacoo,  David  Baird, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Blown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  William  Crawford.  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson.  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes^ 
William  Finaley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David.  S,  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  William  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Sanr^uel  McKee,  Alex* 
ander  McKim,' William  McKinley,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Mobre,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Riphards,^ 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  ErastUs  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der, Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Definis  Smelt.  John  Smilie,  Gf*o.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup.  Charles  Turner, 
jun.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Rich^rcf 
Winn,  Robert  Withers^poon,and  Robert  Wright. 
Nays — Joseph  Allen,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.Chambei- 
lain,  Williaoi  Chamberhn,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Cbittendfen,  John  Davenport,  jo  a., 
William  B^y,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Chas. 
Goldsboroozb,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard.  Ebe- 
nezer Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun^  Rtibert 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Robert  Le  Rov  Liv- 
ingston, Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson, .Timothy  Pitkin,  iun.,  Elinha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  ftuincy,  Daniel  Sheffey.  Richard  Stan-, 
ibrd,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson.  Lewis  B* 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Talknadce, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
lian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheatoo,  and 
James  WiIhod. 
A  metioA  was  made  by  Mr.  MontoomubTi 


that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  carry  the  said 
resolution  to  the  Senate ;  and  the  qaestioo  being 
taken  thereon,-  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr,  Cdttb  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
resolution.  . 

'fHURSDAY,  Janmry  10. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  a  coofideotial  mes- 
sage was  received  fh>m  the  Senate,  by  liieir  eoai- 
mitee,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled/' Ad  act  to  enable  the  President  of  t^e 
United  'States,  dnder  certain  contingendes,  to 
take  .possession-  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the 
river  Perdido,  and  souih  of  the  Sial?  of  Georgm^ 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pv- 
poses  f  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  coocurreace 
of  this  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  coa&ideratioa 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  this  day. . 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cammit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  and,  aAer 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resamed 
the  Cbair,  and  Mr.  Basbett  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  have  had  under  eoa- 
sideration  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  under  ceriaia 
contingencies,  to  take  possession  of  the  eooalrf 
lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  sooth  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  have  agreed  to  ike 
same,  without  ameadment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
debate  arising,  ait  adjoarameni  was  cnlled  ibr, 
and  carried. 

Friday,  January  IL 

The  Houae  resumed  the  consideration  of  ibe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Wholt,  aaade 
yesterday ;  and  or  the  question  that  the  Honae 
do  now  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Coaamitiee  ef 
the  Whole— 

A  motion  was  made  bv  fi(r«  Tmoor  to  awead 
(he  bill  bv  striking  out  all  the  first  seetion  tkere* 
of,  after  the  enacting,  .clauce,  for  the  porpoae  af 
inserting  the  following: 

**  That  the  President  of  die  United  8latee  ha,  and 
he  is  hereby,  sutkoriisd  to  take  nosaiswaa  and  eesapnf 
all  or  any  part  of  the  tsrviieiy  lytag  east  ef  tbs  aver 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  Stole  of  Oeotgia  and  Hm 
Mississippi  Territonr*  in  case  arraageaaent  has  been 
or  shall  be  made  with  the  local  aotboril^  of  the  said 
Territory,  at  the  desire  of  the  ssid  aathonl^,  Ihr  dettv^ 
erin^  up  the  possession  of  the  same,  or  anj'pait  theva* 
o(  to  the  United  Sutss.''    . 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  bj 
Mr.  Rhba  ;  and  the  qiiestion  being  ■•  taken  on 
striking  outt  it  was  determined  in  the  nagativ*— 
yeas 64, nays  66, at foUowt:   ^^^\^ 
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Yba8-— Joseph  Allen,  Abijaii  Bigelow,  Daaiel. 
Bltisiden,  James  Breckeoridge«  William  A.  B«ir- 
well,  JohD  Campbell,  J.  C.  CbamherlatD,  Win. 
Cbamberlin,  Elpaphroditas  Chamnion,   Mariia 
CbittendeD,  J  .mes  Cochran,  John  UavieDport,  jr., 
William  Ely,  JaH.EmQtL  Jonaxhaa  Fisk,  Charles 
GoLdsborouffh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaoiel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
H.  Hohbard,.  Ebenezer    Hubiington,    Richard 
Jackson,  jr.^  Robert  Jenktos.  Herman  Knicker* 
backer,  Joseph  Levi^is,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingston, Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Biatthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Miliior.  Jonatbiia 
O.  Moseley*  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearsoh, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  ^uincy,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  Jatoes  Siephenson,  Le^is  B.  Star- 
gess,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tagsart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge.  Qi^orge  M.  Troup,  l^icholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van   Aorn,  .Kiiiian   K  Van 
Rensselaer.  Laban  Wbeaton,  and  James  Wilso&v 
Nay^— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston, Juti., 
William  Anderson,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Browh,  William 
Butler  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mauhew  Clay^  William 
Cravmni,  Richard  Catts«  Jofin  Dawson.  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Me- 
ahack  FrankKn,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
nery  Diavid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gh6lson.  Edwin 
Qray,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hofty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Junes,  Tbos! 
Kenan,  William   Kennedy,  John   Love,  Aaron 
Livle,  Alexander  McKim,.  William  McKinley, 
Pleasant  M..  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
OurdoQ  S.  Mttmford,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Nioholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  or  Pennsylva^ 
nia,  John, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
S»mQel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root, 
JBbeneler  Sage,  Thos.  Sammons,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, John  A.  Scodder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybvrt,  Dennis  Smelt.  Geo.  Smith,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr^obert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whiiehrll,  Richard  Winn,f  Robert  Witherspoon, 
•od  Robert  Wright. 

Conseqnently,  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 
A  notion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Baook,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  oot  the  third  section  thereof, 
for  the  pfirpose  of  inserting  ihe  following: 

**And  b€  U/urther  moeUd,  That  after  the  poases- 
flioB  autborised  by  this  act  shall  have  been  taken  by 
the  Brendsnt  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  inhabitatHs 
theraof  shall  Qontinoa  under  the  jurisdiction  df  the 
local  government  heretofors  established,  or  which  maj 
bereafter  be  adopted  therein,  and  the  civil  and  n^Uiuty 
aattkorities  there  acting,  shall  be  confirmed  and  contin- 
ued in  the  exercise  of  their  respectiTs  functions,  «o 
At  ae  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  people  thereof 
in  the  enjc^ment  of  their  liberty;  property,  and  reli- 
0ioii,  until  other  profisions  shall  be  made  by  Congress 
dierefbr." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Bir.  Momtoombbt;  and  the  qoestioa  being  uken 


on  striking  out,  it  was  determined  in  tbtf  negm- 
tive— yeas  5^,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

Teas — Josejf^h  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon, .Borwell 
Bassett,  Wm.  Wr  Bibb,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Btaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epa- 
l^hroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely.  James  Emott,  John 
W.  Eppes,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Chas.  Goldsbofough, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A* 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister^  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jone^,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Herman  Knickerbacker,  JoMpb  Lewis,  jr..  Robt. 
Le  Roy  Livingstbn,  JVathaniel  Macon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L;  Mitehill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jun.,  Timothy  PitkiB,jr»,  Elisha  R  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy^  Daniel  Sheflfey,  Samuel  Smith.  Henrf 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  'Stanley,  Jas. 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall madge,  George 
M.  Trbtip,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Laban  Wbeaton,  James  Wilson,  -Robert 
Wright. 

N'AYa— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T. 
Barry,  Adam  Boyd.  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Ci^tts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha^ 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillal 
Gbnnett,  Gideon  Gardner/ D.iv1d  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson.  Edwin  Xilray,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland*  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle» 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McEIro,  William 
McKihIey,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgom- 
ery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gordon 
S.  Afbmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New« 
ton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Purcer,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, John  Rea  of  Pa.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richard<Saml.  Ringgold,  Juhn  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sagie,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A..  Scudder,  Ebe- 
nezer Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuer  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smejt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  Robert 
Weakley.  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

Consequently,  the  said  motion  was  lost. 

.  A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Tboup  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  after  the  word  **  Sutes,** 
in  the  seventh  line  of  the  first  section,  the  follow- 
ing, wordsj  ^Or  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to 

*  occupy  (he  said  territory,  or  any  part  thereof, 
'  by  any  foreign  Government;  and  he  may,  for 
'  the  purpose  of  taking[  possession  and  occupying 
<  the  territory  aforesaid,  and  in  order  to  main- 
'  tain  therein  the  autbdritv  of  the  United  States, 
'  employ  any  part  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 

*  United  States,  which  he  may  deem,  necessary;" 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following: 

^Or  hi  the  event  of  an  attempted  eceupa^n  efthe 
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Mtd  tomtory  by  tny  feroign  Power  other  tban  Spain, 
the  President  of  the  Uaiteil  Sutee  m»y,  for  (the  pur- 
pose, and  sole  purpose,  of  repetling  such  oocunatioo, 
employ  any  part  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  wluch  he  may  deem  necessary,  causing  bo 
molestation  or  injury  of  any  kind  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  territoxy,  save  what  may  be  absolutely 
neceesary  to  the  repulsion  of  such  occupation." 

And  the  que.<ition  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  68,  as 
follows: 

Yea8— Joseph.  Allen,  William  W.  BiU>,  Abi- 
jah  Bjgelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Broekeo- 
ridge,  William  Butler,  Jeha  Campbell,  John  C. 
Cbamberlaio,  William  Gtramberlin,  Epapbrodi* 
tus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jas.  Cochran, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Jonathan  Fisk,'  Charles  Q6td»borougb.  Thomas 
R.  GoU,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  ^banezf  r 
Huntington.  Richard  Jackson,  jun^  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Herman  Knickerbaoker,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr^ 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 


Vincent Maithews,  Archibald)  McBr yd e,  William  .tive — yeas  58,  navt  51,  as  follows: 


'  Saturdat,  January  12. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  SsBPfET  that  tbe 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutioo : 

<*  Reaohtd,  That  the  ibrther  proceedings  on  tbe  bit 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  tbe  Proi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  under  certain  contiBgaiaM, 
to  take  possession  of  the  territory  east  of  the  tim 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  8ut«  of  Georgtt  and  Is 
Miisissippi  Tenitoiy,  and  iat  other  purpose^'  be  M 
with  open  dooia,  and  that  the  injunction  of  ssoscjrb 
taken  off  in  relation  hereto." 

On  which  a- qne«ti6n  WAa  made,  whether  Ae 
said  motion  was  in  order ;  durinff  a  debate oo  tbe 
qnestjon  of  order,  twelve  o'ck>e1c  arrifed,  vba 
tbe  order  of  tbe  day  on  the  unfinished  bmooi 
was  called  for;  and  the  Speaker  decided  tbit n 
twelve  oVIock  had  arrived,  and  tbe  ordersftbe 
day  had  been  eailed  for,  tb6  call  for  tbe  orto  ef 
the  day  had  tbe  preference,  and  sapersedfd  tbe 
motion,  of  ihe  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 810- 
rar;)  from  which' decision  an  appeal  wisiibn; 
and,  on  tbe  qnestion,  '^is  tbe  decistoo  of  ibe 
Chair  correct  7"  it  waa  resolved  in  eke  afimi- 


Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mi tcbil I,  Jonathan  O.  Mose* 
ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elrsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
duincy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samuel  Smitlu  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford*,  Joha  Stanley,  Ja^ 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Ta^art,  Beniamin  Tallmad^e,  Qeorge 
M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Ydn  Dyke,  Archibald  Van* 
Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson, 

Nays— Lemuel  J. -Alston,  Willis  Alston, Jan., 
William  Anderson,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  BufweU  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn^ Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Cutis.  John  DawKon.  Joseph  Desha^  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Mesback  Franklin,  Bar- 
zillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Dav(d  S.  Gar* 
land,  Thomas  Gbokon,  Edwin  Clray,  William 
Hflros,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Jobnson,  Thomas  Kenan,    William    E>nned3f:, 
Aaron  Lyie.  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKioley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tbos.  Moore; 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.Mumford,  Thomas 
Newton.  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  ,B« 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penni^ylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
.Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards.  Samuel  Ringffolfl, 
John  Roan^  Erastus  Root,  Ebeoezer  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer.  John  A.  Scud 
der,  Ebenv2er  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw.  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smitie,  Geo.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Chsries  Turner,  juijlor, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert   Whilahill.    Ric^hard 
Winn,  Robert  Wither»poon,  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Milnor  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following,  words  in 
the  seventh  line  thereor,  to  wit:  "Or,  in  the 
e?ent  of  an  attempt  to  occupy  the  said  territory, 
or  any  part  thereof,  by  any  foreign  Govern* 
meot:" 

And,  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjonrnment 
was  called  for,  and  carried. 


YBAa^-JLemuei  J.  Alston,  WilUa  Alstaa,  jti, 
WiHiam  Anderson, .  David  Bard,  WiUimi  T. 
Barry,  Burwell  Baasett,  Adam  Boyd,  Bokrt 
Browa,  Williaib  A.  Bnrwell,  WiUiim  Bitkr, 
Jcisepb  Calhoun,  Matthew  Ckv.JaaeiCoekrM, 
William  Crawford,  Ric hard  Ciitta,  Joseph De^ 
William  Findley,JonathanFi»k, Mesback  ^rw*- 
lin,  Barsillai  Qanneu,  Gideon  QardBer,Diri^0- 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  William  Hefaas,  Jas> 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Joliiioo,TiM)- 
mas  ^enan,  Wiiriam  Kennedy,  John  Lofe,Aaroi 
Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MeKioKWO* 
liam  McKinby,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,MaMooi- 
goiDcry,  Nicholas  R.  Moore  Thoitias  MosWjM- 
emiah  Morrow^  Gordon  S.  Momford,  Tko«« 
Newbold,  Thogms  Newton,  John  NieW«a, 
John  Pqfrter,  Petet  B.  Ported  John  Reaof  P<aa- 
sylvaoia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennaesee,  Mautaai 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roafle,&rti- 
^us  Root^  Eben«er  Sage,  Thomas  Stia^ 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  BbeoewWJ- 
ver.  AdamS^ybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  D^nanSi^ 
Jcdjh  Smilie,  Geowe  Smith,  John  Smith,  ll«ary 
Southard,  Jofcn  Thoinpson,  Uri  Tracy,  Ge«fe 
M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Wtfi- 
ley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Widd,  Robert 
Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright.  ^ 

NAYS-Josenh  Allen,  William  W.B^"^' 
jah  Bigebw,  Daniel  Bhwaddl,  Jarnes  Brertea- 
ridge,  John  CampWI,  John  C.  '^»-— »-^«' 


Ckamberliiii 


Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiSm  Hale.  W«tb.i.Kh 
Haveo,  Jonaihan  H.  Hubbard,  EbeMxerHM' 
iDgHoD,  Richard  Jacl»OD,  junior,  Ro'>?'Hf.^7 
Joseph  Lewis,  juB.  Robirt  Le  Roy  Li'.d«^^ 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthew^  FW*" 
M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonaihan  O.Mwwj; 
Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickw*"' J"*."o.i,c, 
thy  Piikin.  juu."  Elisha  R- Potter,  Jo?«fcJJ''"^ 
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the  question  being  tnken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined ia.tbe  negative — yeas  46,  nays  78,  as  fol- 
lows: •     T 

Ye4s^ Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelo.w,  Danral 
Blaisdell,  Jam^s  BreckenriJflre,  John  Oarbpbeil, 
William  Cluimberlin,  Epaphroditus  ChamnioDy 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Wil- 
liain  Ely,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Narhaniel  A.  Haven,  Da»- 
i(<l  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun,,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Herman  Knicker backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robiert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews  Aicbibald  MoBryde,  Williaa 
Milhor,  Jonathan*  O.  M.oseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  Jun..  Timothy.  Pitkin,  jun., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  duincy.  Daniel  Sheffiiyj 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John. Suntey, 
James  Stephenson^  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Tag;gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
-Nicholas  Van  B^ke^  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kifii- 
an  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Labj^n  Wheaton,  and  Jas. 
Wilson. 

.NAysV-Lem.uel  J.  AWton,  Willis  Afstoo,  jnn., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Witliank  T. 
Barry,  Burwell  Bassett.  William  W.Bibb,  Adam. 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WU- 
liam  Butler,  Joseph  jQalhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Jas. 
Cochran,  William  Crawford|  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  DfshA,  John  W.  Eppes. 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  GholsoDu  William  Helms,  Jas.  Holland, 
Jkcob  Hufty^  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thos.  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy.  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  McKi.m,  William  MoKia- 
ley,  Pleasant  M,  Miller.  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R*  Moore,  Thos.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomaa 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John- Rhea  of 
'Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Saouiel  Ringi^old, 
John  Roane;  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sace,  Tho- 
mas Sammons.  Lemuel  Sawyer^  John  A*  Soud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smithy 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Tamer,  junior,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn,  Robert 
Witherspoon,  atid  Robert  Wrleht. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SasrFBY  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  new  section  thereto,  ki  the 
words ibllowing,  to  wit: 

«  And  be  it  further  pioitidt  That  the  Piesyent  of 
the  United  States  he,  and  he  is  hereby>  authbiized  to 
restore  the  possession  which  may  be  aeqaired  by  virtue  - 
of  this  act»  of  the  said  territory,  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, in  consequence  of  airangeoients  to  be  made 
between  hiin  and  that  .Government*  whenever  it  shall 
appear  to  him  that  the  occupancy  thereof  by  any  other 
foreign  Power,  is  no  longer  to  be  apprehended,  and 
the  Spanish  authority  therein  shall  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  internal  peace  and  tranquillity:  Provided, 
That  the  power  herebv  granted  shall  not  be  construed 
to  authoriie  the  President  to  restore  such  possession  in 
the  event  of  the  pnsent^eiisling  authority  in  Spaitt 
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Ibrd^  Jobtt  Stanley,  Jurms  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Siurges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel Ta^^gart,  Benja- 
min TaUmadce,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke.  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian.K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  6f 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  which  was  pending  and  undeter- 

1       mined  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to  amend  the 

Ibill  by  striking  oof  the  foUowiog  words  in  |he 

t       seventh  line  of  the  first  section  thereof,  to  wit: 

'^or,  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  ocCQpy  the 

J       a»id  territory,  or>any  part  thereof,  by  any  foreign 

,       Ooverninent  :^  .  And,  the  q«iestion  being  taken 

^       thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 

53,  nays  66,  as  folio Ws : 

Ybas— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bi^elow,  Daniel 
[  •    Blaisdell.  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Bur- 
well, John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
I     ,  Cochran,  John  Davenport  Junior,  WHiraiil  Ely, 
I       J^mes  Bmott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Charles  Goblsbor- 
i       ovigfa,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathan- 
t       jel  A.  Haven/  Daniel  Heister,  Jon«than  H.  Hub- 
iMird,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.^ 
Robert    Jenkins   William    Kennedy,    H^man 
Kniokerbccker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le 
Roy.  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon.  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald   McBryde,    William    Mrlnor, 
-SaoHiel  L.  Mitehill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jo- 
wtfh  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman.  Jon  ,  Timothy 
^        Pitkin,  junior.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Cl^ulncy, 
XhiBiel  Sheffey,  Bamud  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
§otd,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,- Lewis  B. 
Stnrcea,  Jae«b  Swoope,  Saihuel  Taggert,  Benja- 
jDin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K,  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATS-^Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willis  Alston,  jun., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bjird,  William  T.  Bar- 
ry, Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown^  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford, 
Kichard  Cutts,  John  Dawson.  John  W>  Eppes, 
William  Pindley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bi^tzillai 
Ghinnett,  CHdeon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholsoo,  William  Helms,  Jas»  Holland, 
Jaeob  HuAy,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Ke- 
nnik,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samner  McEe^ 
Alexander  McKim,  William  MeKinley,  Pleasant 
AfL  Miller,  John  Moatgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah -Morrow.  Gurdon  S. 
Momford,  Thomaa  Newton,  John'  Nicholeon, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  ^obn  Rea  of  PeMi- 
sylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Samuel.  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbe* 
nezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert.  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Sqiilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun^ 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sturobs  to  amend 

"the  bill  by  striking  ont  the  word  ^  of,"  for  the 

Mrpose  of  inserting  the  wor4  cmd  in  the  seventh 

^Mf.aed  firtft  section  of  theaforaaaid  bill ;  and, 
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btoing  subverted,  and  the  GovernmeiU  of  that  ooontrj^ 
anra^ied  and  exercised  by  any  other  foreign  Princd'or 
Btate;  or,  in  the  event  of  the  Spanish  American  Colo- 
nies becoming  independent  of  the  parent  State,  or 
•nfajected  to  the  domiiiionof  any  other  ibreign  Power." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  59,  nayB  61,  as 
follows: 

YEAS-^Joseph  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abilah 
Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell.  James  Breckenridge, 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William 
Chamberlin,'  Epaphrodiius  Champion^  Man  in 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiam  Ely, 
James  Emott,  John,  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven.  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard.  JaobbHurty,  Ebe^ 
nezer  Hantington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Robert 
Jenkins,'  William  Kennedy,  .Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv-^ 
ingstoo,  Nathaniel' Macon,  Vincent  Matthews.. 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnpr,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  MoseleV,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elij«ha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Cluincy,.Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey,  Samuel  Smith,  H^nry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stenhemton,  Lewib 
B.  Sttirges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggari,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  George  M.  Troup,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  R.  Van 
Rensselaer  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nayb— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Bar- 
ry, Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  De- 
aha,  William  Findley,  Barzillai  Gkiodett,  Gideon 
Gardner.  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  James  Holland, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kienan,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim« 
William  McKinley.  Pleasant  M^  Miller.  John 
Montgomery/N  icliolas  R*  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
€Kirdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newtou,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Brastus  JBLoot, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  leaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie.  George  Smith.  John  Smith, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles'Tumer.  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn. 
and  Robert  IVhitespoon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hubbard  to  amend 
the  bill  in  the  first  section  and  seventh  line,  after 
the  word  Government,  by  inserting  the  following 
words :  ^  other  than  that  of  Spain." 

And  the  question  l^mg  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  78^  as 
follows: 

Teas— Joseph  Allen,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Jo£n  Campbell, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin 
SpaphroditQs  Cbampioii,  Marti^  Chitteiuleoy  J. 


Davenport,  jr..  William  Blv,  James  Bmott,C. 
Goldaboroogh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hik, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jeoatbaa 
H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huniingtoo,  Ridnrd 
Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Kokkfr- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewiji,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Rojf  Lit- 
ingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Mattbewt, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Miltipr,  Jooatki 
Q.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  PiekoMi, 
jr.,  Timothy  Piikio,  jr.,  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Joitith 
Qqincy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Joba 
Stanley,.  Janies  Stephenson,  L^wis  B.  Stori^fii 
Jacob  Swoope,  Simuel  Taggart.  BenjamiaTafl- 
tnadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Vao  flora, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheatoa,tfl4 
James  Wilson* 

Nays— Lemuel  J.  Abton,  Willis  Alstso,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Biri, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilltaaW.. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Williaoi  1 
Burwell,  Willii^pi  Butler,  Joseph  Galboai), Mit- 
ihew  Clay,  Jamea  Cochran,  William  Crawfid, 
Richard  Cutis,  John  Dawsoq,  Joseph  Dnba, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  FiAdlev,JooaibaaFifk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Ganaett,  Gtde« 
Gardner,  David  S.  Gnrlajid,  Thomas  Gbokos, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  Jfames  HuUapd, 
Jacob  tlufty,  Richard  M.  Jofanaotf,  Tbomai  Ke- 
nan, William  Keonedv.  John  Lore,  Aaron  Ljk 
Satnuel  McKee^  Alexander  McKim,  Wiliiaa 
McKinley,  Pleasant  (t.  Miller,  John  Moot^^offlery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thooias  Moore,  JemDiab 
Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  NevbpU, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Jobo  Portsr, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PepnaylvaiitiJolift 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  S.BJor 
gold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeaezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammon^,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Jubn  k 
Scndder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  SeybcnSaa- 
uel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Snulie.  Geoiye 
Smith,  John  Smith, Samuel  Smith, Henry  Soaib- 
ard,  John  Thomson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  m. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robi.  ^Vilb«^ 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wrights 

A  GonQdtntial  message  was  received  from  tke 
Senate,  by  Mr.  Clat  and  Mr.  PicKEamo,  littf 
committee,  as  folio wa: 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  are  instructed  hj  the  8«- 
ate  to  inform  the  House  of  Repreaentttif«s,tbat 
the  Senate  have  h^d  under  consideraiioB  •  R^ 
.liuion  of  this  House,  of  the  eighth  instant,  coob- 
dentially  commuAicated  to  the  Senate,  by  tbew 
eommiftee.  and  ha?e  agreed  to  the  same  wiib  in 
amendmeiit ;  in  which  amendment  tbey  are  li- 
st ruoted  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin  toamenj 
the  bill,  by  adding  the  fdlowing  words  to  the  end 
of  the  nrst  section  thereof: 

**  It  is,  however,  nnderstood,  and  hereby  if  ^•^ 
that  the  territory  which  may  be  occupied  br^*^ 
this  act,  ia  hereafter  to  ^e  restored  to  the  Itwww^ 
emment  of  Spaui,  adminiatemd  by  the  repreeenjaljei 
of  the  people  and  the  Ezecolive  ••*<>^^^ 
c*aatry,  acoordiog  to  the  aacient  tem  of  »>'*'*' 
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•titation;  or,  in  the  event  of  that  OoTernment  being 
extingiiiehed,  then  said  territory,  at  the  reqaeet  of  the 
ittbabitanti  thereof^  is  to  be  restored  to  the  authorities 
constitnted  by  soeh  Government  as  shall  be  established 
in  the  Bpanirii  dominions  in  America,  by  and  with  the 
eonseni  of  the  people  of  said  Spanish  dominions,  when- 
ever  apprehensions  of  its  being  occnpied  by  auy  foreign 
Ootemment  shall  eeaee  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Prsfddent  of  the  United  States,  whenever  said  territory 
•iMdi  be  restored,  Uk  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
fi>r  that  purpose :" 

And  the  questioQ  being  taken  tbereoD,  it  was 
determined  in  the  nelgative^yeas  41,  nays  76,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— Joseph  Allen,  Abiiab  Birelow,  DaDiel 
Blaisdeli.  James  Breekenridge,  John  Campbell, 
John  C.  OhamberlaiD,  William  Cbafn'berlin,  Bpa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
DaTenpertjjri,  William  Ely.  James  Emote,  Ohas. 
Ooldsborouffh,  Thomas  R.  Quid,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Bbtnezer 
Huntington,  Richard  Jaekson,  jr..  Robt.  Jenkins, 
Joseph  Lewis,  ^.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Maeon,  ArehibaJd  MeBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan.  O.  Mo*eley.  Joseph  PearKoo, 
Benjamin  PickflHin,  k*,  Tknpihjr  Pii.kin,^jr^  EM- 
sha  R.  Potter,  Daniel  Shefifey,  Ri<:hard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  Jas.  Stephenson,  LeWis  B.  Stuirges, 
Jacob  Swoope.  Sainuel  Taggart,  Nicholas  van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  HQm,Laban  Wbeaton,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Bur  well  ^assetl,  Wrliiam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyi,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwelt,  Willidm  Bnller,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Johh  W.  Eppes. 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Ckinnett,  CHdeon  Gardner,  David  B.  Garland, 
Thomas  Qholson.  Edwih  Gray.  William  Helms, 
James  Hutland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Aichard  M.  Juha- 
aon,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Baraoel  M<;Kee,  Alexander 
MeKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Miichilt,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
K.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Qnrdoo  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbotd,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholhon.  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea^of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  RiehardsrBamuel  Rincgold, 
John  Roane,  Brastu^  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Beaver, 
Adam  Efevbert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  ^roeft, 
John^Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Bi^<h)  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompeon, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner. 
if..  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Wbitehilj,  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  WiiberKpoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  Was  made  by  Mr.  Stanpord,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding'the  following  to  the  end  of  the 
last  section  thererif : 

•'And  be  itfitrthet  enaetedy  That  the  powers,  by  the 
several  sections  of  this  act  vested  in  the  President  of 
tlK  United  Stales,  shall  cease  at  the  expiration  of  the 
aession  <»f  Congress  next  ensuing  the  pieeeBt,  unless 


they  shall  be  by  some  fiiture  law  continued  in  force  for 
a  longer  time." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  41,  nays  75,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  John  Campbell,  Juhn  C.  Chambeflain, 
William, Ch^mberlin,  Epaphroditus  Chamnion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Hetster,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunt- 
ington, Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Robert  Jenkins,  Jo« 
seph  Lewis,  jr.^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Na- 
thaniel Macon.  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mospley,Benjap[iin  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Ctuincy.  Daniel  Shefey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford.  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson.  Lewis 
B.  Sturgfes;  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tagffart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadffe,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Kill  tan  K.  Yati  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaion,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nay^ — Leinuel  J.  Alston.  Willis  Alston,  jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon^  David  Bard, 
William. T.Barry.  Bur  well  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,. Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts^  Joseph  Desha^ 
William  Findley*,  M^Ahack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson^  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle.  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill.  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter.  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jono  Rea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ridflngold, 
John  Roane,  firastua  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer.  John. A.  Scudder.  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troop,  Charles  Tumer/jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Wbitehill,  Riel^ard  Winn,  Robert  Wither- 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

On  the  question,  '*  Shall  the  ^ill  ha?e  a  third 
reading  f^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sturgbs,  that  the 
House  dp  now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
— yeas  29,  nays  76,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Jo}»eph  Allien,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion.  John  Davenport,' 
if.,  William  Eilv,  Charles  Cioldsborouffh,  Thomas 
R.'Gold,  William  Hale,  Jonathan  H.Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  LiVioffston,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
^incy,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson, 
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Lewis  B*  Sturffes,  Jacob  Swoope.  BeDJamia  Tall- 
iDadge.  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  and  A.  Van  Horn. 
Nays — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jon^ 
William  Anderson,  William  T.  Barry,.  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Borwell,  William  ^Butler,  Josepb  CaJhoan. 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William  CrawfordyRiehard  Cults,  John 
Dawson.  John  W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  Joo^ 
athan  Fisk.  Meshack  Franklin,  Baizillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner^  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  Jam?s 
Holland,  JacobHufiy*  Richard  M.Jobnson,Thom- 
as  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  ^muel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  William  McKtnley,  Pleasant M.  Mil- 
ler, Samuel  L.  Mitcliill,  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  John 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards^  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jpha 
Roane,  Brastus  Hoot,  £benezer  Sage,  Thomas. 
Sammona.  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Danie^Sbctfey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junH-Killian  EL  Van 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witkerspoon,  and  Jlobert 
Wright. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bioblow,  that 
the  House. do  now  adjourn : 

And  the  question  being  takea  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— *yeas  ^,  nays  70^  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bif  flow,  Daniel 
BUifidell.  James  Breckenridge,  Willtltm  Cham- 
berlin,  William  Ely,  James  Eroott.  Charles  Golda* 
borough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis  jr*,  Robert , 
Le  Roy  Livingston.  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  JofSeph  Pearson.  Beniamin  Pickman, 
jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr..  EUsha  R.  PoUer,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Richard  Sianiord,  John  Stanley,  Jaqnec 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Beojadiin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Van,  Dyke,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  Kiliian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
aod  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  Jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  J4mes 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Curts,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Johti  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bar- 
zillai  Glanivett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hofty,  Richard  M.Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee^ 


Alexander  McKim,  William  McKioley,  Plerait 
M.  Miller,  Sainuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Moatgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jereoiib 
Morrow,  Gurdou  S.  Mumford,  Tboolas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Poner, 
Peter  B.  Portei^,  John  Rea  of  Penosylftnia,Job 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Riehards,  Stiawi 
Ringgold,  John  Ruaoe,  Erastus  Root.  EbescM 
S4ge,  John  A.  Sc'udder,  Ebeneser  Searer.  Adta 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  SbeAy,  Deoiii 
Smelr,  John  Smilie, t^eorge  Smith, SamoelSaiiih, 
Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy.  George  M.  Troops 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weykley,  RoUit 
Whitehill.  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wiihenpooi, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

And  on  the  question,  ''Shall  the  bill  btrea 
third  reading?''  It  was  resolved  in  the  affinMUte 
— yeas  77,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

VEAS-^Lerouel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alstoo  joi^ 
Wilham  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  BiH, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Basselt,  Williaoi  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butier,  Joseph  Calhoon,  Mil' 
thew  Clayi  James  Cochran,  William  CrtwfoH, 
Richard  Cutts.  John  Dawaoo,  Josepb  D*«ha,Mi 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Ji>aatbao  Fisk^lU- 
sback  Franklin,  Barzillai  GJaanett.  Gideoa  Gari> 
j>er,  David  S.  Garlaad,  Thomas  Gholaoo,  fidwii 
Gray,  William  Helms,  Jatoes  Hollaad,  Jnak 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  William  Keosedf, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Ala* 
ander,  McKim,  William  McRinley,  Tbovatle- 
nan,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Shmud  L.  MitebiUJohi 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thoaa^Mooi^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Qiirdon  S.  Mumford,  TboMK 
Newbold,. Thomas  Newton,  John  14 icbdsoB,JsbB 
Porter.  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  oCPeoosflmia, 
John  bhaa  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  RieUr^ 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage^  Lemuel  Sa.wyer,  Jithn  A  8^ 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sutm 
SbaW,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  GeorgeSaiikt 
Samnei  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Tkomp* 
SOD,  Uri  Tracey,  George  M.  Troup,  Chsrles  Tot- 
ner  junior.  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WUiekitt, 
Richard  Wioo,  Robert  Witherapoon,  and  R«M 
Wrighu 

NAT8*-Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daai<l 
Blaiadell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chior 
berUin,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphoadims  CUfi- 
pion.  Martin  Chittenden,  John  DaveaporLJ»i 
William  E|y,  James  Emote  Charles  Goldslf 
rouffh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  NailMB- 
iel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Ha^ 
baid,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  JMkMi. 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston^  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vinoeat Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  WiUian  Milapr, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Bcojaoki* 
Pickman.  jr.,  Timothy  Piikiti,  ir.,  Elisha  B.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Claincy.  Ddniel  Shefley^  Richaid  8ia*- 
ford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stepheasoii,  Levis  & 
Siurges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beoja- 
minTallmadge.  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Eillian  £.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wheaton,  and  James  WUsaa* 
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A  «i6tioii  was  HhUfJe  hff  Mr.  Iftoutcv  tkftt  tbr 
third  rettdtog  of  tbe  bill  be  the  order  of  the  dty 
forMooday  aext;  aod  tbe  ^oestion  being  taken 
thereon,  itipes  determuied  in  Ifae  nefHtife-^yeas 
48.  Biyt  76,  M  follows^ 

TBAg^Joeeph  Allen,  Abijnb  BigeloW>,  Deniel 
BkiedeU,  JmAes  Breckenridge,  John  C.^  Obain^ 
beffaun,  Win.  ChamberHD,'fipaphroditB8  Cham* 
pioo,  liarlin  Chiueodeo,  John  Davete^orL  jpv« 
William  Bly,  James  Bmott,  Charloi  Qoldsbo- 
rough,  Tbom«B  R.  CSold,  William  Hale,Natban« 
iel  A*  Haven^  Jooattvan  H.  Hubbard^  Etbeneser 
Hntiiigton,  Rinhard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jen* 
bins.  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robot t  Le  Roy  Living- 
stenj  Vtnoent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Mil  nor,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joroph 
FeersoB,  Benjamin  Pieknian,  jr..  Timothy  Pii'^ 
kin,jr.,  Josiah  Qainey,  Daniel  Sheffey;  Ricliard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lew- 
in  B.  Sturgea,  Jatob  ewnope,  SarnoeT  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Areh- 
ibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  and  James  WiUon.    ' 

Nat8— Lenknei  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alstob,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  Baektet  Baeon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Batry,  Boriyelt  Bas9etl,'Wilitam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Wiiliant  A.  Bnrweli;  WU- 
liana  Botier,  Jomm^  Calbonn,  Matthew  Clay, 
Janws  Ceobran^  WilHam  Crawford,  Jobn  Daw 


son.  Joseph  Desba,  John  W.  Sppes,  Jenaihah 
Fiak,  Mesbnek  FqaakMn,  BaizilUi  Gannett,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  GhoU 
Mn,Bdwia  Gtf^  WilMaia .  Hebos,  James  Eol* 
laftd,  Jacob  UoAy,  Richard  M.  Johnson /  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,.  John  Leve,  Aaron 
Liyle,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Samuel  MeS^ee,  Aien^ 
ander  MtKim,  William.  .McSinWy,  Fieasaat  M. 
Miller.  Samnal  L.  Mitehill,  John  Mootfomery, 
INiobolas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moort,  Jeremiah 
Morrow.  Gordon  8.  Mamford^  Thomas  New* 
iNild,  TIkCMDaas  Newton^  John .  Nicholson,  Jobb 
P#rtertPeierB,  Porier,  JobrRea  of  Peiinsylva- 
nia,  John  Rhen  of  Tendessfie,  Mstlhiaa  Richards, 
8niihiel  Ringgiotd,  John  Roane,  Rnstns  Root, 
Bbenener  Stgn,  Lemuel' Sawyer,  John  A.  Sc«d» 
der,  £i)enelier  Bearer,  Adam  Sey bert,  Samuel 
S^w^Dea^iisSmeh,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
S«flioei. Smith,  Henry  ^«athard,  John  Thomp- 
soo,  Uri  Trfiey,  Gkorge  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tor- 
um,  jubior.,  KobeH  Weakley,  Roberl  Whitehill, 
Ri«bard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

A  motion  was  tisea  made  by  Mr.  Cluincir,  thi^t 
Um  4oors  he  now  opened,  anf  that  tbe  injunction 
of  acarccy  imposed  on  iho  proceedings  wbieb 
bav«  been  tiiansaoted  with  olosad  doors  during. 
4he  present  session,  be  jtemored ;  and  the  ques- 
tioQ  being  taken  thereon,' it  was  determined  in 
tbe  oegative— yeaa44,  navs  79.  as  follows : 

Yman— Joseph- Alien,  Abijak  Bigelow,  Daniel 
BIniadell,  James  Breekenridge,  John  C.  Cham- 
befiain,  Wm.  Cbambedin,  Bpaphrodiuis  Cham- 
pWo.  Martin  Ghiitenden,  John  DaventKirt,  jr., 
WlUinm^  Ely,  Jams  fimott,  Charlee  Goldsbo- 
roMb,  Tbemps  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Natban- 
ie4  A.  Havani  Daniel  Haiaier,  JaMiban  H.  Hub? 


bard«  Ebenezer  Hnntington,  Ricbaid  Jackson^ 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkias,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr..  Robert  Lf 
Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Mat* 
thews,  Archibald  MeBryde,  William  Milnor, 
Joaatfaan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  P«arsoo,  Benjamin 
Pickmaa,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiab  doin- 
ey,  Daniel  Shefley,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Stan* 
-ley,  Ja^es  Stephenson,  LewU  B.  Sinrgex,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  T^igfl^art,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
lian K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lahan  Wheaton,  and 
Jameit  Wilson. 

Nayb— Lemuel  J.  AUton,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  AodersOo^  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Basseit,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd.  Robert  Brown,  William  A, 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Riohard  Cutts,  Jobn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Meshaok  Franklip,  Barzillai  Uannett,  Gideon 
Gardner.  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholsoui 
Peterson  Goodwyn.Sdwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
Love.  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel.  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  MitchiJl,  Johp  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore^Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdob  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thopias 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsvlvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samael  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Ebenezer.  Searer,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam* 
nel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt*  John  Smttie,  George 
Smith,  HenrY  Southard.  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Thompson.  Uri  Tracy, George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tnrner4Jr»  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitebill, 
Riehard  Winn,  Robert  Witberapoon,  and  Rabetc 
Wright. 

A  motioo  was  made  by  Mr.  Geoi^aoN  that  tbe 
tbifd  reading  of  tbe  bill  be  the  order  for  this  day } 
aiM  the  t|[neetion  being  uken  tbareoo,  it  was  re* 
Sieved  In  the  affirmative. 

The  biU  was.  accordingly  read  a  third  time  i 
and,  on  theqneation  tbjat  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
revived  in  ihe  affirmaxive^-^yeas  76,  nays  44^  as 
follows  I 

Yeas— Lemuel  J,.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William^  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Bassett,  Williaoi 
W.  bibb,  Adam  Boyd^  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Bttfwell,  William  Butler^  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Coehraa,  William  Craw- 
fordf  Richard  Cotts^  Joseph  Desh«,  Jobn  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley^  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshaek 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Churdner, 
David  S.  Gkrland,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn^Edwin  Gray,  William  Helma,  James 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,'  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenim,  William  Kennedy,  Joftn  Love, 
Aar4>n  Lyle,  Samuel  MeKee,  Alexander  McKim. 
William  McKmiey,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel 
L«  Mitehill,  Jobn  Monifooery,  Thonua  Moora^ 
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NicMas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morroivv  Oacdmi 
8.  Mucnford,  Thomas  Newbold)  Thomas  New- 
toD,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porier,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, John.  Rea  of  Peonftylrank,  Jahn  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Sampel  Rtof- 
^old,  John. Roane,  Erastus  R6ot«  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scddder,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Denais 
Smeltjv  John  Smilie)  George  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehili,  Richird  Winn,  Robert  With- 
erspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nay«— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow;  Daniel 
Blaisdell.  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Cham- 
berlain, Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Davenpdrt,  jr.,  Willjam  Ely,  James 
Eitiott,  Charlesi  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  Jonathan  H*. Hubbard,  Ebetiezer  Hunting- 
ton, Richard  Jackson,  jr^  Robert  Jenkins^" Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Koy  Livingston.  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0,  Moseley,  Jo«enh 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  €luioc.y,  Daniel 
Sheney,  Riphard  Stanford,  John  Stanley^  James 
Stephenson.  Lewis  B.  S( urges.  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talimadge.l^icholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  fijllian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheatoo,  and.  James 
WiUon. 

A  motion  .was  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery  thaf 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  made  to  the 
con^dential  resolution  of  the  eighth  instajut ;  and. 
the  question  being  ^taken  thereon,  it  was 'resolved, 
ib  the  affirn^ative — yeas  77,  n^ys  33,  as  follows: 

Yba8 — Lenauel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  juto.j 
Wrttiam  Anderson-,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhodn,- Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Co<shran,  Wifliam  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes, 
WilUanlb  Ftndtey,  Jonathan  Pisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Barzfllai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  3. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholsoo,  Petersoo  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  W'illiam  Helms,  James  Holla lid, 
Jacob  Hofiyj  Richard  M. .  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenan »  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aareq 
Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKite,  WH- 
\nn\  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L. 
Mitohitl,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas'  .Moocjd,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mumford,  Thomas  New^old,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Porier,  Peter  B%  Port^rj 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Jdha  Roane,  Brat^tus  Root.  EbOnezer  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  EbenezeV 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samael  Shaw;  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  GeOrge  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  GharUs  Turner,  ^n^ 


Rob^t  WetkUy,   Robert  Whhdiill,    Rivteid 
Winn,  Robert  Witheripooo,  and  Robert  Wrtgit 

NATB-^Joseph  AUen,  Abijah  Bigek>w«  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breck«»ridge,  Martin  CbitleB* 
den,  John  Davenport,  jun^  William  Ely,  Jaiaei 
Ehnott,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Thomms  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Ebenezer  Hirat- 
ington,  Richard  Jackson,  jon^  Robert  Jenkias, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liriogstoa, 
Vinpent  Matthews,  Jonathan  O.  Moselesr,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah' ^incy,  Rieh- 
ard  Staiiford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag* 
^rt  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Nioholas  Van  DfOL 
Kiltian  K.  Van  Rensteiaer,  Labin  Whoatoa,  and 
James  Wilson^ 

A.  motion  was  them  made  by  Mr.  Miuma 
that  theiloose  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  qoesuou 
being  taken,  it  was  determioHed  in  the  negative. 

Toe  House  then  resumed  the  oonsi deration  of 
the  amendment  of- the  Seuate  to  the  aforesaid 
resolufioa. 

A  motion  sas  made  by  Mn  MoNTuoMiar 
that  the  House  do  cooeur  in  the  amendaient  of 
the  Senate  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  €k>LDaBOB0iH» 
that  the  amendment  aforesaid  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  ofthe  whol^  House;  and  the  qaes- 
tiea  being  taken,  it  was  determined' la  the  ntfl- 
tive-r^eas  30,  nays  7S,  as  follows : 

Teas — Joseph  'Allefi,  Abijah  Bigelow,  JaaMs 
Brepkenridge,  Martin  ClHtfendea,  WiUian  E/f, 
James  Emott;  Charles  Goldsborotigb,  TlieaMs 
R.  4^1<),  William  Hale,  Ni^thaniel  A.  Havea, 
Ebenezer  Huntlnsftoir.  Richard  Jacl»0B,  jua., 
Robert  Jenkins*  Josepn  Lewis,  ion..  Rohert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Vioeont  Matttiews,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson.  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Q.uiney,  Richard  Suoford,  John  Stanley. 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis'  B.  Sturses,  Jacob 
SWoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Tao 
Dyke,  Killian  K.  Vati  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton«  and  James  Wilson. 

Nayq — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  AIstoD  ^a., 
William  Anderson,' Ezekiel  Bacon,  Davi4  Bari, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb.  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Willian  A. 
BorWell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  Williana,  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  iV.  Eppes,  William  Fiadley,  Jooathaa 
Fisk,  Meshack  FraoUin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Oid* 
e9n  Gardner,  Thotnas.Qfaolson,  Petenoo  Good- 
wyn, fidwin  Gray,  WUIiiaro  Hehns,  James  Hoi- 
land,  Jacob  Hufty,  R^hard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kennn,  Willianr  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Asfon 
Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  WU- 
Ham. McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miner,  SamaelL. 
Mitchill,  John  Montgonoery,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah*  Morrow,  Qurdoa  S. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newtaa, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Poner, 
John  Rea  of  Pennit^rlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nesfcae,  Matthias  Richards,  Bamoel  RiumM, 
John  Rosne,  firastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lcaa- 
uei  Sawyer,  Johu  A.  Scudder^  Ebenezer  9(»ver, 
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A^am  S0]r^t,  fiUiniael  Maw,  Drnttis  8n«lt, 
John  Bnilie^  Gkorge  Smitb^  Samuel  Smith, 
Heory  Qouihard,  Joba  Thompsoo,  Uri  Tracy, 
Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Qluirleft  Turner,  jun^  Robert 
Weakley,  lUberi  Wbitehjll,  Riehard  Wioo,  Rob^ 
en  WitbertpooDJ  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mobblbt  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn,  and  the  question  beings 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  otfesiion  again  recurred  on  the  concur- 
rence  of  this  House  in.  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate ;  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  resolred  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  78,  nays  31, 
ms  follows: 

Lemuel  J.  Alston*  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  mrd,  William 
T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhnun,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
mrd  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha.  John  W. 
Eppes;  Willian^  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk^  Meshack 
Frankiiin,  fiarzSllai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner. 
DaTid  S.  Ckrland,  Thomas  GhoJson,- Peterson- 
Goodwvn,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,*  Jkmes 
Holland,  Jacob  Hofty,  Richard  M*  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  WiHism  Kennedy.  Johrn  Lore, 
Aaron  Ly le,  Samtiel  McKee,  Alexander  MeKim. 
William  MeKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,.  Samuel 
L..Mi(chilL  John  Mooigomety,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore^Tboiinas  Moore,  Jeremtan  Morrow,  Gur^ 
don  8.  Mumiardf  Thomas  Newbold*  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  {ohh  A.  Scudder,  Bbenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybtrt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
/ohn  Smilie,  Ckorge  Smith)  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
'  Gkorge  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner^  jun.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitebili,  Richard  Winn,  Rob- 
ert Witherspoon,  and  R6bert  Wright. 

Nays — Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Breekeprid^, 
Martin  Chittenden^  Charles  Gk)ldsborongh,  Bbe- 
oezer  Huntington,  Kichard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  inn.,  Robert ^Le  Roy 
Livtnfston,  Jonathan, O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Fear- 
•on,  Blisfaa  R.  Potter^  Josiah  Ctuincy,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley^ James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Nicholas  van  Dyke,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Montoomery  that 
m  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Senate, 
mod  inform  them  tliat  the  House.of  Represeftta- 
tiTe^have  passed  the  bill  from  theBenate,  enti- 
teled  '^An  net  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
led  States,  under  certain  oontingencies,  to  take 
-TOssession  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
the  Mississippi  Territory, and  for  other  purposes ;" 
and,  also,  have  concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  made  to  the  conSdential  resolution  of 
the  eighth  instant  j  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Mr.  Montoombby  nnd  Mr. 

MiLLBB.  ^ 


MoMDAT,  January  H« 

The  Hooae  being  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  Mr.  GARLAtin,  from 
the  Joint  Commitfee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  examined  an  enrolled 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  fnable  the  President  of 
*  the  United  States,  under  certain  contingencies, 
'  to  take  posseiisioB  of  the  country  lying  east  of 
<  the  riv'er  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
^  CUorgIa  and  the^  Mississippi  Territory,  and  fot 
^  other  poraoses;''  and  that  they  had  also  examined 
an  enroHed  retolre  which  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress  on  the  twelfth  instant ;  and  had  found 
the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled :  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Speaker  signed  the  said  enrolled  bill  and  resolve. 

Orxiereti^  That  Mr.  Montoombby  and  Mr. 
MiLLBB  be  appointed  a  committee  to  acquaint 
the  Senate  therewith. 


ThdrsdaYi  January  17. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members  and  Clerk,  Mr.  Akobbson,  from  the 
Joint  Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that 
the  committee  did,  on  the  fifteenth  instant,  pro- 
tent  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  his 
approhatiQUj^i^  enrolled  bi^,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
'  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under 
^  certain  contingencies,  to  taka-  possession  of  the  ^ 
'  country  lying  east  of  the  river  Petdido,  and 
*  somh  of  the  State  of  Georgiti  and  the  Missis- 
'  sippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
an  enrolled  resoUe  passed  on  ,the  twelfth  instant. 

A  Message:  waa  received  from  the  Pre^ideot  of 
the  United  States,  notifying  that  the  President 
did,  this  day,  approve  and  sign  the  abovemea* 
tione^  enrolled  resolve. 

Friday,  January  17. 

The  House  befng  cleared  of  all  persons  but  the 
members  and  the  Clerk,  the  following  resolution 
was  submitted  by  Mr.  Shepfey,  for  considera- 
tion: . 

**  Buolv^d,  That  the  inj^notion  of  secrecy  imposed 
on  the  procesdtiigs  which  have  been  transacted  with 
closed  doors,  daring  the  present  session,  be  removedy 
and  that  the  secret  journal  of  such  proceedings  be 
pubhshed:" 

And  on  the  question,  Will  the  House  now 
consider  the  said  resolution  7  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative;^yeas  45,  nays  73,  as  follows: 

Year— Joseph  Alien,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
BlaisdelL  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chan^ 
berlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,' James  Bmott, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunt- 
ington, Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Koickerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jiin.,  Timothy  Pit- 
I  kia,  jun.,  Josiah  ^incy,  Daniel  Shefley,  'John 
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8taoTey,  JaoMs  8t»ph«iiMm^  L^wis  B.  StUrflres. 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samoel  Tafgmrt,  Bcojamio  Tail- 
madge,  Nicholas  Vao  Dykt,  ArchibaM  VanJBfoni. 
KiUiaD  K.  Vao  Renaielaeff,  LabaD  Wbeatoo^  ^^ 
James  Witooa. 

Nats — WilUs  Alston,  jr.,  WillhuB  Anderson 
fizekiel  Baeoo,  DaTid  Bard,  Borwjpll  Baas^t, 
TVtlliam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brtwn, 
WiUiaoa  A.Borweii,  Wiliam  Butler,  Joaefh  Cat* 
bono,  Matthew  Claj,  James  Coehrao,  William 
Crav£>rd,  Riebard  QuUs,  John  Daiirsoa,  Joseph 
Desba,  John  W*  fippes,  WiUiant  Findley,  Jooa* 
•tbai  Fisk.Meshaek  Fraoklio,  Barziilai  Qaooetl^ 
Qideoa  Qardaer,  David  8.  Qarlaodf  Tfaomis 
Gbolson,  Petersoo  Qoodu'yo,  James  Hollaod. 
Jaicob  Hufty,  Thoafuui  Keoaa,  Witliam  Kaooedv, 
John  Lore,  Aardn  Lyle,  Aleiaader  McKiaa,  Wil- 
liam McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  SaaautI  L. 
Mitchill;  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Qurdon  *S. 
,  Mamford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Porter,  Peter  R  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
syWaota,  Joha  Rhea  oT.Teonenee,  Mauhias 
Richards,  Samnet  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  firiistos 
Root,  Bbenezer  Sage.  Thomas  Sammons,  Lem- 
Del  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbene2er  SeaTcf, 
Adam  Beybert,  Samnel  Shaw.  John  Smilie, 
Qeorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Bamael  Smith, 
^  Henry  Soothard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thomp- 
aoD,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Obarles  Tur- 
Ber,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Rrch- 
ard  Winn,  Robert  Witber^poob,  and  Robert. 
Wrigbt.  ,  / 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Montoomebt, 

Betolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
feroB  the  Senate  that  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  did,  yesterday,  approve  and  sign  an  enrolled 
resolve,  which  originated  iQ  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  MoitTOojiEftT  and  Mr. 
Gbat  be  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Saturday,  January  19. 

The  House  beine  cleared  of  all  persons,  but  the 
members  and  Clerk,  Mr.  Mohtggmbry,  from  the 
committee  appointed,  yesterday,  to  inform  .the 
Senate  that  the  President  of  tl^e  United  States 
did,  on  the  seventeenth  instaift,  approve  and  sign 
an  enrolled  resolve,  which  originated  in  this  House, 
reported  that  tbd  committee  bad  performed  that 
duty. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Otis,  their 
Secretarv : 

Mr,  Speaker:  I  am  directed  to  inform  this 
House  that  the  President  of  the  United^States  did, 
on  the  seventeentii  instant,  approve  and  sign  an 
enrolled  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  under' certain  contin- 
gencies, to  take  possession  of  the  cotiotry  lying 
east,  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  Slate  of 
Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Tecritory,  and  for 
other  purposes," 

Sunday,  March  i. 
The  HouM  beiaff  cleared  of  all  pertooa,  but  the 
oieBibera  aotf  tba  Cif rj^  a  nossafft  was  Etcet«f4 


(Vofli  the  Seaaie,  by  Mr.  TvawBt,  and  Mr.  Shiti, 
of  Maryland,  two  members  of  that  body,  astifynf 
the  House  that  the  Seiiaia  bad  thi^i  dav  panii 
a  resolttiioa  in  tha  form  of  a  joint  resaloiiMof 
the  Iwo  Houaes  of  Gongrass,  in  the  words  fottew- 
ing,  towit: 

*^Ruohed^b)ithe  Senate  and  Hnm  ofUepmenit, 
Uvea  (4  the  United  8tate$  of  America,  in  Cmgrm 
aeaemuled,  That  the  act  passed  daring  the  preitat  m- 
•kra  of  Congraw,  entitM^-^ Aa  act  to  «Btble  the  PMa- 
deai  of  the  United  ^las,  uader  certain  coaUag««% 
to  take  papposstoi^  of  Iha  ciwrttry  lying  east  oCihtiifa 
Perdido;  sad  sootb  of  the  Stated  OaongiaoddM  Mii- 
siseippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,'  sad  tkt  di' 
daratuiB  acoempaayiag  the  aama,  be  net-  pnaM  ir 
publisbad  inilass  directed  by  the  Presidsat  of  tbt  Ha- 
ted States,  sAj  law  ar  usage  lo  the  contrsiy  aotsiib 
standing :" 

To  w^iek  ibty  dteire  4ba  coBeurreace  of  tUi 
House* 

Tbe  aaid  reaolatioa  waa  read  the  irst  and  m- 
ood  time. 

A  Dkotion  was  made  byr.  Mr.  CtumoY,  that  ik 
said  resolution  be  committed  to  aCeauniuce«f 
the.  whole  Houa^;  and  the  ^ueaiioo  beiaf  tikci 
tbereooi  it  was  determined  io  the  negatire. 

A  motion  wis  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  toaosadtk 
said  reaolatiott-  1>y  atrlkiaff  oat  the  first  ««i 
"<  reaolf  ed,"  aad  inaert,  in  neu  tbaceaf.  the  wotdi 
'^be  it  eoiaated :"  ind  .tba  queaiian  bmg  taktt 
thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmaiire. 

Anoth^f  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BtBB,fortker 
to  afiB«ad  the  aaid  resolutioii,  by  inaeniif,  tAor 
t|iird  Una,  the  woi* 


in  tbe 


the  word  "that." ^ 

^  tbis  act  and  f  and  the  oiiestioa  beiag  una 
tbertoOf  it  was  resolved  ia.the  affirmatrre.^^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JopReoif,firtci 
to  amend  tbe  said  resolution,  by  insertio(&  after 
tbe  word  "publisbed,"  in  tbe  tenth  line,tliti0^ 
lowiqg:  ^  until  tbe  end  of  tbe  next  lesMi  a 
Congaess;"  and  tbe  qufStioii  thereonbeiBlfwH 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  a  qaommf  coosistiafM  a 
majority  of  tbe  Whola  Houae,  not  betag  ^xtta^^ 
tJie  queatioQ  waa  uot  determined.  ^^ 

Tbe  yeas  aad  nays,  aa  demanded  by  oaeiii 
of  tbe  members  present,  are  aa  follows : 

YBA^r-X'emttl  J.  Alston,  David  Btrd,  Wrtr 
liam  T.  Ba^ry,  William  W-  Bibb,  Wilbal^A. 
©urwell,  William  Butler,  3oseph  CalhooaJW- 
ihew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawftw, 
JoKn  Dawson,  Jobn  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  FtoOflyi 
BarziliaiQaanett, Gideon  Gardner,  David  &G«^ 
laml,TbomaaGhelsoo,  Peterson  GoodwyB.Jaa« 
Hollaad,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  Joha  I^ 
Alexander  McKim,  William  McKialey,  Ma 
Montgomery,  Niebolas  R.Moote,  Thomas  Moai«^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Tboaaas  Newbold,  ThMBii 
Newien,  Joba  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Joho  Raft 
of  Teanessee,  Samuel  Riaggold.  Biasiot  Haiti 
Bbenezer  Sage,  LemuelSa  wyer,  Ebeacier  Setfcr, 
Adam  Seybert,  Sanuiel  Sbaw,  John  Sailie,Jm 
Smttb,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy,  Charl« Tar- 
oer,  jr.,  Robert  Weaidey,  Bobea  WhttebiUtiM 
Robert  Wright.  ^    . . 

N^Ys-Joaeph  Alien,  Abijeh  Big^w,  Daiiw 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckeoii4ge,  Charles  Qeldv*- 
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rdtiHi,  Winhim  Half,  Jonathan  'H;  Hubbard. 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Bdwaril 
3t.  Loe  Livermore,  William  Milnor,  Timothy 
PitkinMr.,  Btisha  R.  Potter,  Josiih  duiocy,  John 
Ross,  John  A  Scudder,  Daoiel  BhefTey,  John 
fetaniey,  Le#{s  B.  Sturffcs,  S  muel  TAggkrt, 
Niehoias  VIid  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  H<nrD,  and 
Bzekiei  Whitman. 

Thr  quest  ioo  was  attain  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  48,  nays  34, 
•s  follow? : 

Tbas— Lemnel  J.  Alstbo,  WiHia  Alston.  Jr., 
William  Anderson, Da yid  Bard,  William  W.Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Willtam  Boiler.  Joseph  Calboun, 
JohpClopton,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford. 
Richard  Catta,  John  Dawson.  William  Fipdiey, 
Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.' 
Garlabd,  Thomas  Ghotsoo,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Jacob  Hafiy,  Walter  Jones,  William  itennedy, 
Jobh  Love,  Alexander  McKtm,  William  McKin- 
ley.  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R,  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mum  ford,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Tbonsas  Newton,  Peter  B.  Porter;  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rrastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Saire,  John  A.  Scadder, 
Ehenezer  Beaver,  Adam  Seyt]«rt,  Samael  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompf>oo, 
Uri  Tracy.  Charles  Turn«*r,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Wbiiebill,  and  Robert 'Wright. 

Nays— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bi^elow,  Jam^ 
BreckenrMge.  John  C.  Chamberlain,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  William  Bly,  James  Emott,  Barent 
Oardenier,  Charles  Goldsbbrough,  Thomas  R. 
Ck)ld,  William  H|ile,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven.  Jon«- 
athan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hontimrton^  Rich- 
ard Jacks^oo,  jr.,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edw&rd  St. 
Loe  Livermore.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Pe-ar- 
gon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.^  Timothy  Piikin.  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter.  Josiah  i^uincy,  John  Ross,  D^n* 
iel  Snefiey,  John  Stanley.  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Si  urges,  Samuel  Ta^cart.  Nicholas  Van 

arke.  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens* 
aer,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirinative— 
yeas  52,  nays  34, as  follows: 

Yeas— Lemuel  J.  Alision,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  Dauid  Bard,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn. John  Cloptoo.  James  Cochran,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts.  John  Dawson,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Barzillai  Gannett. 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  &,  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwvn,  Jacob  Hufty,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  William  McKinlev,  Samnel  L.Mit- 
chill.  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newtpo, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  R^  o^  Pennsylvania.  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastus 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  A.Scudder,  Ebenezer 
8eaver,Adam  Sevbert,  Samnel  Sbaw,  John  Smi- 
lie, Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson.  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Tnrner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehiil,  and  Robert  Wngbt 


Nay&— Jtweph  Allen,  Abijali  Bigelow,  James 
Breckenridge,  JoEra  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamber* 
tain,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely.  Jamea 
Efoott,  Cbarlea  Gold^borouah,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Richard  Jacfason,  jr..  Herman  Knick- 
erback^r,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ermore, Nathaniel  Mkcpn,  Joseph  Pekraon,  Ben- 
jamin Piekmao,  jr..  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisba 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  duiney,  John  Roes^  Daniel 
Sbeflfey, '  Samael  Smith,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturi^esy  Benjamin  Tall* 
maage,  Nieholas  Van  Dyke,BLillian  K.  Vtfn  Reas- 
.selaer,  E^etrial  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  MoNTabBfaar  and  Mr.  T. 
Mooaa  be  afipointed  a  eommittee  so  wait  on  the 
Senate,  and  iafevm  tfaemi  of  theagi^^ment  of  thia 
House  to  iheir  resolution,  with  amendments ;  in 
which  aaietldmleDt  thfey  desire  the  eon«urreaoe  c^ 
tbe.Seaate..         ^  , 

A  motion  wasmade bv Mr.  SaaPFfiY,  ^t  thua 
House  do  eome  to  the  following  resolutfoa: 
.  Bnohedf  That  the  ii^otion  of-aeore^,  in  rabtitfai 
to  the  proceedings  had  with  closed  doois,  doring  tlie 
present  season,  be  removed)  and  that  the  secret  Journal 
be  published: 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  40  nays  51,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston  Jun.,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Breckenridge, 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  James 
Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Barent  GKrdenier.  David  S.  Gar- 
land, Charles  Gbldi^borou^h,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale, Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,«Richard  Jackson,  jun..  Herman  Knick- 
erbacker,  Jpseph  Lewis,  jun «  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Milnor,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun..  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Cluincy, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Siaolejr, 
LewiS  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadse,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke.  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killiiin  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, and  James  Wilson. 

Nays— William  Anderson,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  William  A:  Burwell,  William  But- 
ler, Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  iohn  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Bar- 
zillai Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son, Peterson  Goodwyii,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKin- 
ley.  Samruel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford.  Thomas  Newbold,  Thom- 
as Newton,  John  Nichi>lson,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root, Ebenezer 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 

ISeyberi,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Samuel 
Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
bUI,  and  Robert  Wright.  . 
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A  moUoB  WW  aud6  bv  Mr.  Sbbffit  (hat  Ihe 
Hou:ie  do  come  to  tiie  foUowio^  resolatioD : 

Retohedt  Thtt  the  Journal  of  the  proceedinfi  of 
this  Houee  on  the  swolutioo  offered  this  day,  to  remove 
the  inj  auction  of  ^erecy  in  relation  to  the  proceedings 
had  with  closed  doors,  durii^f  the  present  sesoiotti  be 
published. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do.Aow 
proceed  to  the  consideraHon  of  the  said  jreM)lu- 
tion,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  doors  were  then  opened ;  and,  after  aome 
time,  closed  again.    . 

A  confidential  message  was  receired  fVom  the 
Senate,  by  Mr.  Worth inoton  nod  Mc  Bayabd, 
two  members  of  that  body,  ootifring  that  the' 
Senate  had  coneorred  in  the  «mendilients  .of  ^thf 
House  of  tiepreseotatiTes  to  tl^eit  confidential 
resolution  of  this  day. 

Mr.'GABLAN]>,froia  the  Joint  Commitcee  for 
Enrolled  Hills,  reported  that  they  ha^  examttied 
an  enrolled  bill,  entitled  *<Aa  acrconceming,  *An 
act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
under  cartaia  cofttipgeneies,  to.  take  poaaesaioa  or 


the  couptry .  lying  east  of  ihe  rirer  Perdido, 
and  south  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia  and  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  fot  other  purposes;''  znd 
the  declaration  accompanying  the  same,  and  had 
found  the  same  to  be  truiv  enrolled:  Where- 
upon, Mr.  Spbakib  signed  the  said  bill  and  tka 
decUTatloii  accompanying  the  same. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Montgombbt  and  Mr. 
Gabland  be  appointed  a  committee  to  acqaaiat 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Ct^TTa  and  Mr.  CAiiPBBLL,.two  members  of 
that  bodjT,  notifying  the  Heusf  that  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States  had  dpDrtfve^l  and  aigoed  a 
confidential  bill,  passed  this  day^  entitled  ^Aa  act 
concerning  'An  act  to  eoabie  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  under  certain  contioaencies,  id 
take  possession  of  the  country  lying  Bast  of  iha 
rireV  Perdidb,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  jiod  for  other  par- 
poses,"  and  the  deciamtioa  accofflpanyiog  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  tiiadoQc^  be  now  opened. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS- 

[   THIRI>  8BSSI0N.] 

Q0MPRI8INQ  THE  M06T  MPOItTANT  ]>00UMENT8  nORIOINATINO  bURING  THAT  COlf. 
GRE88;  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[CownnmiftUd  16  Congress,  December  5, 1810^  and 

Jenaary  IS,  and  February  19,  IdU.] 
Th  the  ^mt'e  and  Howe  of 

RepritenUOiourfiheVnUidSUtUo: 
I  trattvmit  ta  Congress  c«pMo  of  a  letter  from 
the  Minitter  Plenipotentiary  of  tbe  United  States 
ttt  LondoD^  to.  the  Seort tary  of  State ;  aod  of  an- 
(Hher  from  the  same  to  the  British  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreiga  Afiain. 

JAMBS  MAmsON. 
Fbbrvaby  12, 1811. 

To  the  Bouse  of  ReprtotnUdivei  cfthe  United  States,' 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represents  tires  a 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  oompljiQg  whh 

their  resolution  of  the  18t1i  infitant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FCBBUARr  19, 1811. 

(The  Ibllowing  documeate  wer^  ceaunnnicated  to 
Congrsae  al  the  comniencement  of  the  third  session  of 
the  eleTenth  Congress,  and  by  Meisages  of  the  ISth 
Janoaiy  and  19th  February,  1811.]' 

Extraet^Mr.  BmMi  to  Mr,  Pinkney. 

PcP4aTHfifT  OP  Statb, 
Jamtarv  80, 1810. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  11th  of  Norember^ 
1809,  ypQ  were  authortted  to  assure  the  British 
Gevernment  that  the  United  Stales  sincerely  re- 
tained thfe  desire,  which  they  hare  constantly^ pro- 
fessed, to  facilifate  a  friendly  acebmihodlttion  of 
all  the  existing  differences  between  the  two  coun- 
tries; and  that  nothing  would  be  moreagreeaUe 
to  them,  than  to  find  the  successor  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son Invested  with  all  the  authorities  necessary  for 
tiM  accompltshhig  of  so  desirable  an  erent  $  and, 
moreover,  that  if  the  atuinment'of  this  object, 
through  your  agency,  should  be  considered  more 
expeditioQs  or  otherwise  prefembie,Jt  would  be 
a  course  ehtirely  satisfactory  to  the  United 
States. 

I  am  DOW  charged,  by  the  Presidtsnt,  to  transmit 
to  you  the  encloMd  letter,  aatborkinf  you  to  re- 


sume the  negotiations  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, under  the  full  power  that  had  been  given 
severally  and  jointly. to.  vou  and  Mr.  Monroe. 
And,  in  ypur  discussions  therein,  you  will  be  reg* 
ulated  by  the  ii^tructions  heretofore  given  to  Mr. 
Monroe  and  yourself.  It  is^  however,  not  intend- 
ed that  you-  should  commence  this  negotiation 
until  the  requisite  saiiitfaction  shall  have  been 
made  in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  Aod«  in 
the  adjustment  of  this  case,  you  will  1>e  guided 
by  the  instructions  which  you  have  heretofore 
received  from  this  Department  in  relation  to  it. 

It  is,  moreover,  desirable,  that,  preparatory  to  a 
treaty  upon  all^e  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries,  an  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. As  it  is  uncertain  what  may  be  the  ultimate 
measures  of  Congress,  at  the  present  sessioiK  it 
cannot  be  expected  (hat  th6  President  can,  at  tnfs 
time,  state  the  precise  condition  to  be  annexed  to 
a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coiracil.  But,  in  gen- 
eral, you  may  assure  the  British  Government  of 
hii  cordial  disposition  to  exercise  any  power  with 
whiali  he  may  he  invested,  to  put  an  end  to  acts 
.of  Congress  whrch  would  not  be  resorted  to  but 
for  the  Ordecs  in  Council,  and,  at  thu  same  time, 
of  his  determination  to  keep  them  in  force  agaioMt 
F^nce,  in  case  her  decrees  should  not  also  be 
repealed. 

(Badoeed  in  the  ftsageing  letter*]    . 

Departicent  op  Statk. 
January  iiO,- 1810. 

Sia  :^  The  President,  anxious  to  adjust  the  ex- 
isting differences  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  and  deeming  it  expedient  to  make 
another,  effort  for  that  purpose,  has  given  it  in 
charge  to  me  to  instruct^ you  to  renew  negotia- 
tions in  London,  under  the  commission  dated  the 
12th  of  May,  1806,  authorizing  Mr.  Monroe  and 
yourself,  severally  as  well  as  jointly  '^to  treat 
with  the  British  Government,  relative  to  wrongs 
committed  between  the  parties  on  the  high  seas 
or  other  waters,  and  for  esublishing  the  princi- 
ples of  navigation  and  commerce  between  them." 

I  have  the  hobor,  6tQ.  .    R.  SMITH. 
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Relatums  vUh  Great  Britain. 


Mr.  Pinkney  4o  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNDbif,  February  19, 1810. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  12tli  instaoli  bf  R^r. 
Powell,  whom  I  bad  sent  some  time  before  to 
France,  a  letter  from  Geo.  Armstrong,  of  which 
a  copy  13  enclosed  ;  and,  keeping  in  view  the  in- 
struction eonivined  \a  yow  letter  to  me  of  the 
11th  of  Novendber  last,  I  have  written  to  Lord 
Wellesley  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  blockades  of  France,  instituted  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  present  war,  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1807,  are  understood  here  to  be  in  force. 
A  Qoipy  of  my  letter  to.Lotd  WetleBijey  is  ei* 
closed. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  this  official  inquiry 
will  produce  a  declaration,  in  answer  to  it,  that 
Dooe  of  those  blockades  are  in  force :  and  I  should 
presuoie  that  such  a  declaration  will  be  received 
IQ  France  as  substantially  satisfying  the  condi- 
tion announced  to  me  by  General  Armstrongv 

lam  not  aware  that  this  subject  could  have 
been  brought  before  the  BrftiBh  Government  in 
any  other  form  than  that  which  i  have  chosen. 
It  would  not,  I  think,  have  been  proper  to  have 
applied  for  a  revocation  of  the  blockades  in  ques- 
tion^ (at  least  before  it  is  ai^certained  that  they 
are  in  existence,)  or  to  have  professed,  in  my  let" 
ter  to  hotd  Wellesley[;  to  Ibund,  tipon^  General 
Armstrong's  commuiication^  my  inquiry  as  to 
their  actual  state.  I  have^  however,  supposed  it 
to  be  indispensable  (and  bave'ae^d  accordingly) 
that  I  should  exphitn  to  Lord  Well^sley  in  con- 
versation the  probability  afforded,  by  Gkn.  Arm- 
strong's letter,  that  a  declaration  by  tbis  Govern- 
ment, to  the  effect  abpve-mentiooed,  would  be 
followed  by  the  recall  of  the  Berlin  decree. 

I  cannot,  perhaps,  expect  to  receive  from  LoVd 
Wellesley  an  answer  to  my  letter  in  time  to  send 
a  copy  by  the  John  Adams,  now  in  the  Downs  or 
at  Portsmouth  j  but  I  will  send  it  bv  an  earlv  op- 
portueitv,  and  will  take  care  that  General  Arm* 
strong  shall  be  made  acquainted  witb  it  without 
delay.    I  btve  the  honor  4o  be,  dbc.' 

WM,  PINKNEY..; 

MiBCfl  1^,  1810. 

P.  S.  Since  the  writing  of  this  lettef  Lord 
Wellesley  has  sent  me  the  tmswer^  (of  the  2d 
instapt,)  of  which  a  copy  is  now  enclosed.  It 
was  not  sat1fiAtQt«rir,  and  I  ponittd  ^oot?  itc  defi- 
ciencies to  Idifd  Wellesley  in  conversation,  and 
propoaed  to  him  that  1  should  write  him  another 
letter  requesting  explanations.  He  assented  to 
tiiis  course,  and  I  have  written  bim  the  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  of  which  also  a  copy  is  enclosed. 
His  reply  has  been  promised  very  frequently,  but 
has  not  yet  bee  a  received.  I'Mye  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  it  will  be  sufficient,  but  I  cannot  think 
oif  detaining  the  corvette  any  longei^.  The  Brit- 
ish packet  will  furnish  me  with  an  opportunity  of 
forwarding^  it  to  you,  and  I  will  send  Mr.  Lee 
with  it  to  raris,  by  the  way  of  Morlalx. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  oc. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

H«ii.  R.  Smith,  dtc. 


[Eodoaed  in  4ie  preeediiig  dsspttah.] 
From  General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 
Pahis,  January  25. 1810. 

StRi  A  letter  from  Mr.  SecreUry  Smilb,ofihe 
1st  of  Decem^ber  last,  made  it  rny  duly  to  inqoiit 
of  his  Excellency  tl)e  Duke  of  Cadore  what  were 
the  isonditiona  on  which  His  Majesty  the  Empe- 
ror would  annul  his  decree,  commonly  called  the 
Berlin  decree ;  and  whether,  if  Great  Briiaio  r^ 
voked  her  blockades  of  a  date  anteridr  to  that 
decree.  His  Majesty  would  consent  to  revoke  tbe 
said  decree  ?  To  4hese  questions  I  bave tbis  dif 
teofive^  4be  folb»#ing^  aosver»  which  i  imsmt» 
eonvey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger : 

Answer. — ^-The  only  condition  required  lor 
the  revotation,  by  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of 
the  decree  of  Berlin  will  be,  a  previous  reroet* 
tion  by  the  British  Government  of  her  bloekadei 
of  Frfioce,  or  part  of  France,  (such  as  tbtt  froo 
the  Elbe  to  Brest,  4c,)  of  A  date  anterior  to  thtt 
of  the  aforesaid  decree.** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &£. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
.    Wm.  PiHKif  ey,  Esq.i  Ac. 

Mf.  Fiikkmgr  lo  Lwd  WelM^. 

Gb»at  OeVSliRIAIID  Pcjoi^ 
-FWmcfy  16, 1810. 

Mt  Lord  ;  la  patnMDev  of  the  iatioiitioB 
whioAi  I  bad  the  hedor  to  girm  to  yotr  Lorditfp 
a  few  days  ago,  I  beg  to  trouble  voor  UM\f 
with  ao  in^iry  wbetber  any.  and,  if  aor,  wbit 
blockades  of  France,  instiiuUd  hf  Qrettiaiaifl, 
during  the  present  uraci-before  the  Istdtf  of  Jti- 
uwy,  1807,  mrettih^fslood  bj- His^ Majesty's  Oof 
ernment  to  be,  iniorce?.  I  am  notableatpris- 
e^^  to  specify  more  tfaae  one^.of  tbe  bloekadei  to 
which  this  inquiry  a ppliea,  namely,  thtt  from 
the  filbe  to  Breai,  decfareil  io  Mav,  l606,a^ af- 
terward limited  and  modified  J  bBtlsballbeBWli 
obliged  to  yOur  Lordship  for  precise  informition 
as  to  the  whole. 

I  have  the  hondr  to  be.  dbc.  __^ 

The  Marquis  Weli/ebley,  dtcj 

JUid  WaVM^Io  Mr.  Pinkn^. 
Foaftiaa  OwEtsm,  March  2, 1810. 

Sib:  I  ka.ve  ihe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceitpt  of  yvHr  note  of  the  l&i^  ultiiao,  wbfm 
you  request  to  be  inforoied  whether  aajFj  aoi  il 
any,  what  blockadea^  of  France,  iosiiidted  ^ 
Great  Briialiif  duciog  tbe  present  war*  befors  uo 
Ist  day  rf  January,  1807,  are  undersMwd  Jr  *w 
Majesty's  Government  to  be  in  force  i  1  bm 
now  the  lieoor  ta  aeiitMiot  yoU  that  i***^*^ 
river^  aed  porta,  from  the  riv^r  Blbe  to  jWh 
both  inclusive,  Were  notified  to  be  tiiider  tJic^ 
strictions  of  blockade,  with  certain  a^)dificauoa% 
on  the  16th  of  May,  1806  j  aad  tbai  ibcs*  iw^' 
tions  were  afterwards  oomprehended  io  toe  vra« 
of  Coottoil  of  the,  7th  of  JaotwiVyt  1807;  fwea 
order  is  suU  la  force. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^.  ^^,  _,« 
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RekUimw  wi$k  Greai  Britain. 


Mr.  PinkDcy  to  Lord  Wolladey. 

Great  Cumbbrlai^d  Place, 
March  7, 1810. 

My  Lord:  I  hare  bad  the  honor  to  receive 
your  Lordship's  aoswer  of  the  2d  insiant^  to  ray 
letter  uf  the  15th  of  last  month,  concerning  the 
blockades  of  France,  instituted  by  Great  Britain, 
during  the  present  war,  before  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1807, 

I  infer,  from  that  answer,  that  the  blockade, 
notified  by  Great  Britain  in  May,  1806.  from  the 
£ibe  to  Brest,  is  not  itself  in  force^  and  that  the 
re>trictioDs  which  it  established  rest  altogether,  so 
far  as  such  restrictiofi^  exist  at  this  time,  upon  an 
order  or  Orders  in  Council  issued  since  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1807. 

1  infer,  also,  either  that  do  other  blockade  of 
France  was  instituted  by  Great  Britain  durin;; 
the  period  above-mentioned,  or  that,  xf^  any  other 
was  instituted  during  that  period,  it  is  not  now  in 
force. 

May  I  beg  your  Lordship  to  do  me  the  hroaor 
to  inform  me  whether  these  inferences  are  cor- 
tect,  and,  if  incorrect,  in  what  respects  they 
•re  so?    I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  d^. 

WM.  PiNKNBY. 

The  Marquis  op  Wellesley,  fui. 


'  Hr.  PiDkxwyto  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  February  33, 1810. 
BiR :  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit,  enclosed, 
a  copy  of  a  notifioation  of  the  blockade  of  the 
^'eoflttt  and  portr  of  Spain,  from'  Gijon  to  the 
French  territory,"  received  from  Lord  Welles- 
ley  two  days  ago.  I  hare  not  yet  giren  any  an- 
swer to  this  comoiunieatioB.     I  have,  dbc. 

WM.PINKNEY. 
Hon.  Robert  Smith,  Ac. 

fJM&atd  to  in  Mr.  Piakiifiy'a  UtUt  of  February  23.] 
Losd  WeNcsley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 
FoREiQN  Opticb,  Febniary  20, 1810. 
The  undersigned,  His  Majesty's  principal  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  has  re- 
ceived His  Majesty's  commands  to  inform  Mr. 
JPiukney,  Edroy  Extraordinary  and '  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ca,  that  the  King  has  judged  it  expedient  to  sig- 
nify his  commands  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  to  establish  a  strict  blockade  of 
the  coasts  and  fK)rts  of  Spain,  from  Gijon  to  the 
French  territory,  which  will  be  Inaintaiued  and 
enforced,  according  to  the  usages  of  war  acknow- 
ledfl^ed  and  observed  in  similar  cases. 

Mr.  Pinkney  is,  therefore,  requested  to  apprize 
the  American  Consuls  and  merchants  residing 
in  England,  that  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  coast 
mbove-mentioned  is,  and  must  be  considered  as. 
In  a  state  of  blockade ;  and  that)  from  this  time, 
all  the  measures,  authorized  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  the  respective  treaties  between  His 
Migesty  and  the  difierent  neutral  Powers,  will 
be  adopted  and  executed  with  respect  to  vessels 
Rtremptiog  to  violate  the  said  blockade  after  this 
notice. 

1 1th  Con.  3d  Sbss.— 37 


The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Pinkney  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  high  considnration. 

WELLESLEY. 
Wm.  PiNKNET,  Esq.,  dbc. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London.  March  21, 1810. 

Sir:  On  the  the  27ih  of  November,  Mr.  Br»> 
nell  delivered  to  me  your  letters  of  the  lltb, 
14th,  and  83d  of  the  preceding  month,  and  on 
the  Saturday  ft>llowiDg  I  bid  a  conference  with 
the  Marquis  of  Wellesley,  in  the  course  of  which 
1  explained  to  him  fully  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  was  instructed  to  request  Mr.  Jackson's  imme- 
'diate  recall,  and  upon  which  the  official  inter- 
course between  that  Minister  and  the  Andericaa 
Government  had  been  suspended. 

Lord  Wellesley 's  reception  of  what -I  said  to 
him  was  frank  and  friendly,  and  I  left  him  with 
a  persuasion  that  we  should  have  na  cause  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  final  course  of  his  Ck>vera- 
ment  oo  the  subject  of  our  conference. 

We  agreed  in  opinion  thatthis  interview eould 
only  be  introductory  to  a 'more  formal  proceed- 
ing on  my  part;  and  it  was  accordingly  settled 
between  us  that  1  should  present  an  official  letter, 
to  the  eff*ect  of  my  verbal  communication. 

Having  pre||)ared  such  a  letter,  I  carried  it  mjr- 
seif  to  Downing  street  a  few  days  afierwaraa, 
and  accompanied  the  delivery  6f  it  to  Lord  Wel- 
lesley, with  some  explanatory  observations,  with 
which  it  is  not,  I  presume^  necessary  to  trouble 
you.  You  will  find  a  copy  of  this  letter  enclosed, 
and  will  be  able  to  collect  from  it  the  substance 
of  the  greater  nartof  the  statements  and  remarks 
which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  in  the  con- 
versation above-mentioned. 

Although  1  was  aware  that  the  answer  to  my 
letter  would  not  be  very  hastily  given,  I  certainly 
was  not  prepared  to  expect  the  delay  which  has 
actually  Occurred.  The  President  will  do  me 
^tbe  justice  to  believe,  that  1  have  usedevery  ex- 
ertion, ooosisteot  with  discretion  and  the  nature 
of  the  occasion,  to  shorten  that  delay,  which, 
though  not  aserihahle,  as  I  persuade  myself,  to 
any  motive  unfriendly  or  disrespectfur  to  the 
United  States,  may,  1  am  sensible,  have  been 
productive  of  some  disadvantage.  A  copy  of  tlie 
answer,  received  on  theday  of  its  date,  is  enclosed. 

Between  the  delivery  of  my  letter  and  the 
receipt  of  the  reply,  I  had  frequent  conversatioua 
with  Lord  Wellesley,  some  of  which  were  at  bis 
own  request,  and  related  ahogetber  to  the  sub- 
ject of  my  letter.  The  rest  were  on  other  sub- 
jects I  but  Mr.  Jackson's  affair  was  incidentally 
mentioned  in  all.  A  particular  account  of  what 
was  said  on  these  several  occa^tions  would  scarce- 
ly be  useful,  and  could  not  fail  to  be  tedious  It 
will,  perhaps,  be  sufficie'nt  to  observe,  that,  al- 
though these  conversations  were  less  satisfactory 
to  me  than  the  first,  there  was  always  an  appar- 
ent anxiety  on  the  part  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  do 
what  was  conciliatory ;  and  that,  in  the  share 
which  I  took  in  them,  I  was  governed  by  an 
opinion  that,  although  it  might 
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to  avoid(  with  more  than  ordinary  care,  all  ap- 
pearance of  my  being  a  party  Co  the  ultimate  pro- 
ceeding of  the  British  Government  upon  my  i.ffi- 
cial  representation,  it  could  not  be  otherwi>etban 
proper,  in  any  turn  which  the  affair  could  take, 
that  I  should  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity 
of  bringing  to  JJord  Wellesley's  mind  such  con- 
siderations as  were  calculated  to  produce  a  bene- 
ficial influence  upon  the  form  and  character  of 
that  proceeding.  In  what  light  the  President 
will  view  the  course,  after  so  much  deliberation, 
ibis  Government  has  adopted,  it  would  oot  be- 
come me  even  to  coajecture.  If.  either  in  man- 
fier  or  effect,  it  should  oot  fulfil  his  expectations, 
I  shall  have  to  regret  that  the  success  of  my 
humble  endeavors  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to 
be,  has  not  been  proportioned  to  my  2eal  and 
diligence. 

Of  my  letter  to  Lord  Welletley  of  the  2d  of 
January,  I  have  very  little  to  say.  I  trust  it  wtlf 
be  found  faithful  to  my  instructions ;  and  that, 
while  it  maintains  the  honor  of  my  Government, 
it  does  not  neglect  what  is  due  to  conciliation. 

I  am  not  ^ure  that  1  ought  to  have  quoted  in  it 
your  letter  to  roe  of  the  11th  of  bloveraber,  of 
which  the  subject  is  undoubtedly  given  in  the 
quotation  from  your  subsequent  letter  of  the  23d 
of  the  same  month.  But  I  saw.no'objection  toa 
repetition  of  the  just  and  amicable  sentiment  'ex- 
pressed in  these  quotations;  and,,a«l  had  been 
induced*  at  my  Brst  interview  with  Lord  Welles- 
ley,  to  read  to  his  Lordship  each  of  the  passages^ 
I  felt  tbat  I  was  in  some  sort  bound  to  the  intro- 
duction of  both  into  my  written  communication. 
My  letter  avoids  all  discussion,  and  all  invita« 
tion  to  discussion,  on  the  business  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, on  (he  Orders  in  Council,  and  on  other 
topics  which  circumstances  ha^e  connected  with 
both.  It  does  not,  however,  entirely  pass  them 
by;  but  conjtains^such  references  to  themai*,  I  sup- 
posed, were  Ukely  to  be  useful.  I  feel  aftsured  that, 
in  this  respect,  1  have  acted  in  conformity  with 
the  President's  intentions.  Indeed,  if  I  had  acted 
otherwise,  I  should  have  complicated  and  em- 
barrassed a  question  which  I  was  ordered  to  sim- 
S lily,  ^nd  forced  into  combination  the  peculiar 
ifficulties  of  several  subjects^  to  counteract  the 
wishes  of  my  own  Government  upon  each.  I 
should  have  done  so,  loo,  without  inducement ; 
for  I  had  no  authority  to  make  any  demand  or 
proposal  in  the  cases  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Or 
ders  in  Council,  or  to  act  upon  any.propo^l 
which  Lord  Welle»ley  might  be  inclined  to  make 
to  me ;  and  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  tb^se  aub 
jects  were  not  susceptible  of  any  very  material 
written  illustrations  which  they  had  not  already 
received.  I  <]id  not,  however,  imagine  that  I 
was  to  make  no  use  of  the  refl(>ctions  upon  these 
which  vou  had  furnished  in  your  letter  of  the 
23d  of  November.  I  was,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
▼ioced  that  it  would  be  proper  to  suggest  them 
oecasjonally  in  eonversatioo,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
pose Lord  Welle»ley,and,  through  him,  the  B-ii- 
iKh  Government,  to  seek  such  fair  and  liberal 
adjustments  with  us  as  would  once  more  make 
Us  friends.    Accotdinglyi  in  ay  first  coofierence, 


I  spoke  of  the  affair  of  the  jChe^aneake  aiid  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  concluded  my  ei|iliiU' 
•ions,  which  did  not  lose  sight  of  ypur  letter ot 
the  23il  of  November,  by  expressing  a  wi^b  tliit 
Lord  Wellesley  \yould  allow  me  an  early  oppor* 
tunity  of  a  free  communication  with  biro  qo  ihm 
heads.  From  the  disposition  evinced  by  Lord 
Wellesley,  in  th^  notice  which  he  took  of  tbw 
suggestions  and  of  that  wi!>h.  I  was  ioclioed  to 
hope  that  it  might  be  in  my  power  to  annooDceto 
you,  by  the  return  of  the  corvette, that  a  new  ei* 
voy  would  be  charged^  %s  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Jacknon,  with  instructioon  adapted  to  the  par- 
pose  of  honorable  accommodation.  M?  letter  to 
hi<«  Lordship  was  written  under  the  infioeoeeof 
this  hope,  and  concludes,  a.<  you  will  perceire^ 
with  as  strong  an  appeal  to  the  disposilioQ  oa 
which  it  rested,  as  could  with  propriety  be  t&tde. 

I  recurred,  in  subsequent  conversatioBs,  » 
often  as  occasion  presented  itself,  to  the  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  to  the  Orders  io  CouaciL 
It  soon  appeared,  however,  that  a  new  EofOf 
would  not,  in  the  first  instance,  be  seat  oiU  to 
replace  Mr.  Jackson,  and,  con^eqaeotly,  thai  h 
arrangement  of  these  subjects  was  not,  io  ibil 
mode,  to  be  expected.  A  special  mission  would 
stili  less  be  reported  to;  arid  it  was  aot  lilrelf 
that  approaches'  to  nesoiiation  would  be  laade 
through  a  Chared  d*Affaire9.  It  was  still  barely 
possible  that,  thouab  1  had  no  powers  to  oegt^ 
tiate  and  conclude,  the  British  Go rernmeotmigbt 
oot  be  disinclined  to  make  auvaBcesihroa^boie, 
or  that  Lord  Wellesley  would  suffer  me  so  far  lo 
understand  the  views 4Df  his  Guvernroeot,asibat  I 
mi«ht  enable  you  to  judge  upon  whatcoudiiiow 
and  in  what  mode  arrangement  was  practieaole. 
This  was  possible,  though  not  very  protawei 
but  it  finally  bfcame  certain  that  no  deooiiepro- 
po>al  would,  for  the.  present  at  least,  be  trwle  lo 
us  through  any  channel,  and  that  Lord  ^^^' 
ley  would  not  commit  himself  upon  tb«d«wi 
to  which  1  wished  him  to  speak,  but  upoo  abicb, 
of  course,  I  did  not  press  htm. 

(t  only  remains  to  refer  yoa,  for  the  actual  •«• 
timents  of  this  GurernmeDt,  with  regard  to  fa- 
tyre  n«>ffotiation,  to  the  concluding  para|rapb« 
Lord  Wellesley's  letter  to  me ;  which  is  iomtr 
tially  the  same  with  ^is  recent  verbal  explap^ 
tions;  and  to  add  that,  in  a  short  coovenafioB 
since  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  he  told  roc*"^"! 
I  thought  myself  empowered  to  enter  upon  m 
adjust  the  ca^  of  the  Chesapeake,  he  would  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  coqsider  it  with  mf. 

I  have  not  supposed  that  Lord  Wellesley  »W- 
rer  requires. any  other  than  the  commoo  •"*J?'.' 
and  I  have,  accordingly,  given  the  reply  of  w»ca 

a  copy  is  now  transmitted.    1  have.  Ac. ,,--, 
WILLIAM  PIKKNBY. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  dec. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney'a  despatch  Marchll,!®"*'] 
Mr.  Pinkncy  to  Lord  Wellesley. 
Great  Cumberland  Pi-acb, /<w.  2,1810. 
My  Lord:   lu  the  course  of  the  official  corr» 
poodence  which  baa  lately  taken  place  between 
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the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  vnd 
Mr.  Jaeksuo,  His  Majesty's  Eavoy-Eztraordinary 
and  Mioi^ter  PleaipoteDiiary  at  Wa^hin^ioo,  it 
bas  aofortonatf ly  ^appeoed  that  Mr.  Jackson  has 
Baade  it  neced:«ary  tbat  I  should  rceeire  the. com- 
mands  of  the  President  to  request  his  recall,  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  intercourse  between 
that  Miaistec  and  the  American  Gk>?cmmeBt 
abouJd  be  suspended. 

I  am  quite  sure,  my  Lord,  that  I  shall  best  eoa- 
sott  your  LorshipV  wishes, «nd  the  respect  which 
I  owe  to  HisiMajesty's  Government,  by  executing 
my  doty  on  this  occasion  with  perfect  simplicity 
and  frankness.  My  instructions,  too,  point  to 
that  course  as  required  by  the  honor  of  the  two 
Qovernmenrs,  and  as  sQjted  to  the  confidence 
which  the  Pre^idf  nt  entertains  in  the  disposition 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  view  in  lU  true 
lif ht  the  subject  to  which  they  relate;  With 
such  iDdocemeots  to  exclude  from  this  feommn- 
nicaiioo  everything  which  is  not  intimatelf  eon- 
Beeted  with  its  purpose,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  i 
to  aet  forth,  with  candor  and  explkMtness^  the^ 
facts  and  considerations  which  really  belong  to 
the  case,  1  should  be  uapardondble  if  I  fatigued 
your  Lcordship  with  tMnecesaary  details,  or  af- 
fected any  reserve.    . 

It  is  known  to  your  Lchrdahip  that  Mr.  Jackson 
arrived  in  Amerioa,  as  the  successor  of  Mr:  Brs- 
kine,  while  the  disappointment,  produced  by  the 
disavowal  of  the  arrangement  of  the  '19th  of 
April,  was  yet  recent,  and  while  some  other 
causes  of  dissatiitfaotion,  which  had  been  made 
to  a^soqiate  themselves  with  that  disappointment^ 
were.in  operation;  but  your  Lordship  also  knows 
tbat  his  reception  by  the  American  Government 
was  marked  by  all  that  kindness  and  respect 
which  were  due  to  the  represeniative  of  a  Sov* 
^■^^iffPi  ^i^h  whom  the  United  States  were  sin* 
cereljf  desirous  of  maintaining  the  most  friendly 
reUtioos. 

Whatever  were  the  hopes  which  Mr.  Jack* 
aon's  mission  had  inspired  of  satisfactory  «xplaoa* 
tiofia  and  adjustmei|ts  upon  the  promiaent  points 
of  difierence  between  the  two  countriesf  they  cer* 
taiaiy  were  not  much  encouraged  by^the  confer- 
eaees.  in  which,  as  far  as  he  thought  proper,  he 
opeoed  to  Mr<  Smith,  sooa  after  his  arrival,  the  na- 
tore  and  extent  of  his  powers  and  the  views  of  his 
QoTeroment.  After  an  experiment,  deemed  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  suffi- 
cient, it  appeared  thpt  these  conferences,  neces* 
sarily  liable  to  misconception  and  want  of  pre* 
cistoo,  were  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  practical 
coDcJusion» 

Accordingly,  on  9(h  of  October,  Mr.  Smith  ad* 
dressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson,  in  wbich,after  sta- 
ting the  course  o(  proceediAir  which  the  Amer*' 
icao  Qoverument  had  supposed  itself  entitled  to 
expect  from  hrm  with  regard  to  the  rejected  ar* 
rangemenl  and  the  roauers  embraced  by  it,  after 
recapitulating  what  Mr.  Smith  believed  to  hare 
pas.<ed  in  their  recent  interviews  relative  to  those 
subjecu,  he  intimated  that  jt  was  thought  expe- 
dient that  their  further  discussions,  on  that  par- 
ticular occasi^ni  should  be  ia  writing. 


It  is  evident,  mv  Lord,  from  Mr.  Jackson's  re«> 
piv  of  the  Uth  of  the  same  month,  that  he  received 
this  intimation  (which,  carefully  restricted  as  it 
was,  he  seems  to  have  been  willins:  to  understand 
in  a  general  sense)  with  considerable  senMbiliiy* 
He  speaks  of  it  in  that  reply  as  being  without 
example  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy;  as  a  step 
against  which  it  was  fit  to  enter  hi^  protest;  as 
a  violation,  in  his  person,  of  the  most  essential 
rights  of  a  public  Minister;  as  a  new  difficnitr 
thrown,  in  the  w«y  of  a  restoration  of  a  (borough 
good  underatandiosr  between  the  two  countries* 

I  seed  not  remark  to  your  Lordship  that  noth- 
ing of  all  this  could,  with  propriety,  be  said  of  a, 
proceeding,  in  itself  entirely  regular  and  usual, 
rotpMred  by  the  sute  of  the  discussions  to  which 
o«ly  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  proposed  ia«  maa^ 
ner  perfectly  decorous  and  unexceptionable.  The 
Goveroment  of  the  United  States  had  expected 
from  Mr.  Jackson  ao  explanation  of  the  grouoda 
of  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  his  €k>vernment,  te 
abide  by  Mr.  Brskine's  arrangement,  accompaoi^ 
by  a  substitution  of  other  prepositions.  It  had 
beei^  coliected  fsom  Mr.  Jacksoa's  conversations, 
that  he  had  no  power  whatsoever  to  give  any  such 
explanation ;  or,  in  the  business  of  the  Orders  ia 
Council,  to  ofier'anv  substitute  for  the  rejected 
agreement}  or,  in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake, 
to  ofier  any  substitote  tbat  could  be  accepted ; 
audit  had  been  inferred,  from  the  shme  coover*- 
satious,  that,  even  if  the  American  Government 
should  propose  a  substitute  for  that  part  of  the 
disavowed  adjuatment  which  regarded  theOrdera 
in  Council,  the  substitute  cooUi  not  be  agreed  to, 
(if,  indeed,  Mr*  Jacksoa  had  power  to  do  more 
Jhaa  discuss  it,)  unless  it  should  distinctly  recog* 
nisc  conditions  which  had  alnMdy  been  declared 
to  be  wholly  inadmissible. 

T^  what  valtiable  end,  my  Lord,  loose  conver- 
sations, having  in  view  either  ao  definite  result^ 
or  none  that  was-  attainable,  could,  under  such 
circumstances  and  itpoa  such  topics,  be  continueiK 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  discover;  and  1  think  J 
may  veatureto  aasumi^  that  the  aubseqaant  writ* 
len  correspondence  has  eoinpletely  shown  tbat 
they  could  not  btve  been  otherwise  than  fruitlesai 
and  that  4hey  were  not  too  soon  abandoned  for 
that  formal  course  to  which,  from  the  begtaningi 
the?  could  only  be  consiilered  as  preparatory. 

After  remonstrating  against  the  wish  of  tha 
American  Government  to  give  to  the  further  dis* 
cu^ona  a^  written  form,  Mr.  Jackson  dispoaea 
himself,  to  eontorm  to  it ;  and,  speaking  in  the 
same  letter  of  the  disavowal  of  the  arrangement 
of  April,  he  declares  that  he  was. not  provided 
with  inalruciions  to  explaia  the  motives  of  it ;  and 
he  seems  to  intimate  that  explanation,  through 
him.  was  unnecessary,  not  only  because  it  had  at* 
ready  been  made  through  other  channels,  but  be- 
cause the  Goverament  of  the  United  States  had 
entered  into  the  arrangement  with  a  kndwiedge 
^  that  it  could  only  lead  to  the  consequences  (hat 
actually  followed."  In  the  conclusion  of  tha 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  letter,  he  informs  Mr. 
Smith  thst  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr^ 
]&rskiae>  *^  which  Mr,  Smith  had 
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ef  an  official  eoTrenpoDd^Dee^wilK  the  latter  Min- 
iikier,  and  whicli  had  been  read  to  the  AmerieaD 
MtniMer  in  London,"  was  the  only  despatch  by 
which  the  conditions  were  prescribed  to  Mr.Brs- 
kine  ibr  the  condnsion  of  an  arrangement  with 
the  United  States  oo  the  matter  to  vrhith  it  r«- 
bied. 

Mr.  Smith's  atiswer  to  this  letter  bears  date  the 
19fh  of  October;  aird  I  be^  your  Lordship's  per- 
atissiot)  to  introduce  from  it  the  folloviiig  quota* 
lion:  '*The  stress  yotf  have  laid  upon  what  you 
ba?e  been  pleased  to  ptaie  as  tbe  substitution  of 
llie  terms  finally  agreed  op  fin  the  arrangement 
•f  April  on  ibe  Orders  In  Council]  for  the  terms 
irsi  propOFed,  [by  Mr.  Br^klne.]  kas  excited  vo 
•malt  degree  of  sorprii>ev  Certain  it  is,  thateyour 
fredeei  s>or  did  present  for  my  ennsidetatiOQ  the 
same  conditions  which  now  appear  in  thepvesent 
docoment;  that  be  was  disposed  to  urge  them 
«K>re  than  the  nature  of  two  of  them  (l>oth  palpa- 
bly inadfiiishibte,  sad  one  more  than  merely  inad- 
inisi>ible)  could  permit ;  «nd  ihat^  on  finding  .his 
f  rst  prc'pcsal  onsocce^sAil^  the  mo?e  reasoiMible 
terms:  comprised  in  the  arrangement  respecting 
the  Orders  in  Council,  were  adopted.  And  what 
is  ihfre'  to  countenance  ih^  conclusion  yon  have 
irawn  in  favor  of  the  right  of  His  Britaniuc  Ma^ 
jfsty  lo  di.<>avow  the  proceeding?  Is  anything 
more  common  in  public  negotiations  thaa  to  be«- 
gin  wiih  a  higher  demand,  and,  that  failing,  to 
descend  to  a  lower  7  Ta  have,  if  not  two  sets  of 
instmcrions,  two  or  more  than  two  grades  of  pro- 
|msitioos  in  the  same  set  of  instructions;  to  b^in 
with  "v^hst  is  the  most  desirable,  and  to  end  with 
irtnt  is  found  to  be  admissible,  in  case  the  more 
desitable  ihonid  not  be  attainable?  This  must 
be  cjbvious  to  every  uDderswnding,  and  is  ton* 
filmed  by  universal  experience. 

^' What  are  the  real  and  entire  instructions 
given  to* your  predeceNior,  h  a  question  essentially 
between  him  and  his  Government.  -That  he  had, 
or.  at  least,  that  he  believed  he  had,  sufficient  au- 
iboriiy  to  eondnde  the  arrangement,  his  formal 
assttrances  during  our  disQOssionis  were  such  as  in 
leave  im  room  fbr  doubu  -  His  subsequent  letter, 
<»f  the  15th  of  June,  renewing  bis  assurances  to 
toe,  'that  the  terms  of  the^ agreement  so  happily 
€(meHKi^d  by  the  rctoent  negoi  iarion  will-be  strictly 
fulfiHed  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,*  is  an  evident 
indieaiion  of  what  his  persuasion  then  was  as  to 
fchi  instrnctipns.  And,  with  a  view  to  show  what 
his  impressions  have  been,  eveu/since-  tbe  disa* 
▼owal,  I  must  take  the  hberry  of  refer rinsr  you  to 
the  annexed  extmcts  [see  C]  from  his  official  let- 
ters of  the  31st  of  July  and  of  the  14th  of  August." 

••  The  declaration,  *  that  the  despateh  from  Mr. 
Canning  to  Mr.  Ertdcine,  of  the  83d  of  January, 
h  the  only  despatch  by  which  the  conditions  were 
prescribed  to  Mr.  Brykine  for  the  conolosion  of 
an  arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  Jt  relates,^ 
hi  now  for  ihe  first  time  made  to  this  Government. 
And  I  net-d  hardly  add.  that,  if  that  despatch  had 
been  communicated  at  the  time  of  (he  arrange- 
ment, or  if  it  bad  been  made  known  that  the  pro* 
positions  contained  in  it,  and  which  were  at  first 
K^aantedby  Mn  Brsktne,  were  the  tmty  ones  on 


which  be  Was  aolborized  to  make  an  arm^ 
meat,  the  arrangement  would  not  hive  bM 
made." 

I  suppose,  my  Lord,  that  it  was  impotttille  to 
disclaim  for  the  American  Government,  in  mm 
precise  and  latelligible  language  than  is  fbaodii 
this  qootation,  all  knolvle^e  of  Mr.  Brskioe^ie- 
straeiions,  iticompatibte  with  a  sincere, hononMf, 
and  justifiable  belief  that  he  was,  as  he  proTesiH 
to  be.  fully  authorized  to  make  the  sgreemeolii 
which  he  twdertook  to  pledge  the  faith  of  Hit  Mi- 
jeaty's  Government.  Yet,  in  Mr.  Jseksos's  seit 
letter  (of  the  dSd  of  Octbber)  to  Mr.  Smitb,  lie 
eays,  ^*  1  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  ia  iofomh 
ing  yoti  that  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  diiirov 
the  agreement' concluded  between  you  and  Mr. 
Brsktne,  beeatise  It  >tas  in  violation  oftbtigeo- 
tleman's  iDstruciioas,  and  altogether  wRiiositii' 
thoriiy  to  subscribe  to  the  terms  of  it.  These  ia- 
atmotfcftiB,  i  now  understand  from  year  l«tier,ii 
weU  as  from  the  obvious  dedtt«t(on  which  I  loek 
(be  liberty -of  maklngin  mine  of  the  llth  inxtiil, 
were,  at  tbe  time,  in  atibstance  made  koawB  a 
yon.  No  stronger  illustration,  fhtrefore,  ean  be 
given  of  the  deviation  from  them  which  occnriH 
than  by  m  reference  to  the  terms  of  year  igree 
roeni," 

Yomt  Lordthip  wiH  allow  me  to  take  for  graalH, 
that  this  passage  cannot  be  nisaiKler^tood.  Iu<fi- 
reet  and  evident  tendency  is  to  fasten  opoa  tbe 
Gkveramefit  of  the  United  8tates  an  inpntaiiin 
most  iajorione  to  its  honor  a  ad  vertciff.  Tbe 
eha^e,  that  it  had  'all  along  been  sabifaiKiillf 
apprised  ,however  it  might  affi^t  to  be  ifvoitBt, 
of  tbe  iBstruetions  which  Mr.  Br«kiBeStrnQS^ 
ment  were  said  to  have  violated,  had  hefoftbetfi 
insinutfted  i  but  it  is  here  openly  made,  io  rr|iij> 
too,  to  a  paper  im  which  the  contrary  is  formtlly 
declared  by  the  ofilctal  organ  of  tbe  AneiietB 
Govertsment. 

This  harsh,  accusation,  enhanced  by  tbe  tose 
of' tbe  letter  in  which  it  appeared,  was  in  t^^ 
spects  us  extraordtaary  as  it  Was  e§tm\H^  » 
took  the  shape  of  an  inference  from  ficts  tnd  n- 
streratidas,  which  necessarily  led  to  the  oppofltt 
copclustofi.  It  was  preferred  as  an  adssreriot 
claim  of  explavation,  which  Mr,  Jinbsa  pto- 
fessed  ae(  to  be  authorised  by  ht'lGeversmrBtio 
oier  at  all,  but  #hich  he  chose  so  to  o^r  (rm 
himself  as  tp  convert  explanation  into  ibsqU.  it 
was  adtanced.  not  only  without  proof  and  j»g««J 
proof,  but  against  all  color  of  probability.  It  ^^ 
scarcely  have  been  advanced,  ander  toy  c^^jj* 
tion,  that  it  was-  necesaary  to  the  case  whicbMr. 
Jackson  was  to  maintain ;  for  His  Mtjesiy'i  w^' 
ernment  had  disavowed  Mr.  Biskioe**  tm^ 
raentj  according  to  Mr.  Jackson's  own  '«P'^r^ 
tions^  without  any  reference  to  the  Irnowleoge 
which  this  accusation  imputed  to  tbe  Qoffr^ 
ment  of  the  United  States  ;  and  it  need  ooiw 
staled,  that  no  allusion  whatsoever  was  midc  to 
it  by  Mr.  Secretary  Oanntng,  fn  ibose  iow»« 
coiiimnnicaiions  to  me  which  Mr.  J^^"*^/* 
mentioned.  It  was  not,  moreover,  to  Jj^^."^ 
expected  that,  in  the  apparent  state  ^^^[T  ' 
•on's  powera^  and  inr  »o«/ttOt«fttp^PJ?  ««»»*• 
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gitliatioii,  he  would  veek  ui  irrilate  wkere  becontd 
901  srmiiee,  aod  sharpen  disappoiDimeiit  hy 
ai«die<i  and  lUipraroiEcd  indigaitf. 

The  eonrae  wbichnfaa  Goreromeat  bf  the  Uai- 
te4,  8tftte<  adopted  on  this  painful  occasion  was 
auoh  as  ac  once  demanstmted  a  srneere  respect 
for  the  pubiio  character  with  which  Mr.  Jackson 
WAS  iorested,  and  a  doe  sense  of  its  own  iltfoity. 
Mr.  Jackson's  conduct  had  left  a  feeble  hope  that 
funber  iaierooorse  with  brm,  iinprodiiciiFe'  of 
good  as  it  roost  be,  night  still  be  reooneilable 
with  the  honor  of  the  Amerieaa  GtoTcroRieiit. 
A  fair  opportunity  was  noeordingiy  presented  to 
biiD  of  making  it  so,  by  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the 
1st  of  NOTemoer,  of  which  I-  }mf  leare  to  insert 
the  r.oocludkig  paragraph :     • 

**^  I  abstain,  $ir,  from  making  any  particnlar  an- 
imadversions on  seirerai  irrelevant  and  improaer 
aJlusions  in  your  letter,  not  at  all  compoHtng 
with  the  professed  disposition  tovdjost  in  an  ^m» 
ieaWe  cnaaoerthe  differences  ui»baf»p»ly  subsiating 
beiweeu  the  two  countries.  Bu4  it  would  be  im- 
proper te  coiiclQde  the  few  obserTstiont  to  whiah 
IfUrposely  Ihn  it  myself)  without  adverting  to-your 
repetition  of  a  htngaage  implying  a  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  this  Qoyeroment,  that  the  instruo^ 
lions  of  your  predecessor. did  pot  aathorisM  the 
aimugeanent  formed  by  bim.  After  the  explicit 
aud'  peremptory  asseireratiou  that  this  Gorern- 
ment  had  no  such  knowledge,  and  ihat,  withisuoh 
knowledge^  no  such  arrangement  wouki  have 
been  entered  into,  the  view  whieb  you  hareugatn 
presented  of  the  suk^t  makes  H  my  duty  to  ap^ 
prtseyou  that  such  iaodiioatfons  are  fnadmisst^Je 
in  the  intereearse  of*^  foreign  Minister  wid^  a 
Ooremment  that  understauds  what  it  owes  to 
llaelf." 

Whatever  wus  the  sense  in  which  Mr.  Jaefoou 
had  used  the  expressions  to  which  the  American 
dovemment  took  ezcepttoo,  he  was  new  aware  of' 
the  sense  in  which  they  were  uadeiutood ;  aud^ 
eenee^uentlv,  was  called  epon,1f  he  had  been  oats* 
apprehended,  to  say  so.  His  capreasiens  conveyed 
an  iiijuriotis  meaning,  supported,  moneever^  hy 
the  cooteit,  and  the  notice  taken  (if -them  had  not 
euceeded  the  bounds  of  Jost  admenitiun*  Tubave 
explained  away  even  an- imaginary  affinont  would 
ha^re  been  no  degradation )  but  when  an  occasion 
was  thns  ofi)»red^  to  qualify  real  and  serere  impe* 
lations  upon  the  Qovernment  to  which  he  was 
aceredl^d,  it  could  soareely  be  otherwise  than  a 
duty  to  take  immediate  advaniuge  of  it. 

Such,  however,  was  not  Mr^  Jackson's  opitiieu 
Be  prefevred  answering  the  appeal,  which  had 
been  made  to  him,  by  reiterating  with  aggrava* 
tions  the  offensive  insinuation.  He  says,  in  the 
last  paragvapii  of  Mn  letter  of  the  4th  of  Noyem- 
ber,  to  Mr.  Smith,  **You  will  find  that,  in  my  cor- 
respoodence  with  you,  I  have  carefully  avoided 
drawing  cbnclusloeelbat  did  iM)t  necessarily  fol- 
low from  the  premises adxanced  by  ine ;  aod  least 
of  all  should  1  think  of  uttering  an  insinuation 
where  I  was  unable  to  substantiate  a  fact*  To 
facts,  such  as  I  bare  become  acquainted  with 
them,  I  have  scrupuloualv.  adheted.  In  so  doing, 
l<ai«at  coatimiU)  whcDerer  the  good  faith  of  His 


Majesty's  Gknrernment  is  called  in  quesUoa,  ta 
vindicate  bis  honor  and  dtsfoity,  in  the  manner 
that  appears  to^me  best  calculated  for  that  purr 
pose*" 

To  this,  my  Lhr.d,  there  could  be  hut  one  reply* 
Official  intercourse  wiib  Mr.  JacksoU' copld  i»e 
longer  be  productive  of  any  trfffcts  that  were  oul 
rather  to  be  avoided  than  desired;  aad  it  was 
plainly  impossibte  that  it  ahouid  ^>entiiiue.  He 
wasy-therefbre,  informed  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  a  letter 
of  the  8th  of  No vember,^  which  recapitulated  the 
inducements  to  this  unavoidable  step,  that  no  fur- 
ther communications  would  be  received  from  him; 
that  the  necessity  of  this  determination  WMt>Jd» 
without  delay,  be  made  knowh.to  his  Qovera- 
ment ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  ready  atteur 
tion  would  be  gii^en  to  any  commuaicatiooay  a^ 
feeting  the  interests  of  the  two  nations,  through 
any  other  channel  that  might  be  substituted. 

The  President  has  been  pWaaed  to  direct  thai 
I  should  naake  known  this  necessity  to  His  Ma* 
jesty's  OoveroiBeBt,and,at  the  same  time,  requea 
that  Mr.  Jacigien  be  recalled^  Aod  I  am  partie- 
ularly  instructed  to  do  this  in  a  manner  that  will 
le&ve  no  doubt  of  ihe  uodimiuished  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  unite  iu  ail  the  means  tiie  best 
calcuhited  to  establish  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  on  the  solid  fpuodaiions  of  justice^  of 
Crieadship^  and.  of  mutual  interest*  1  am  uir* 
ther  pat ticularly  iostnictedt  my  Lord,  to  makia 
His  Mi^esiy's  Govecnment  sensible,  that»  in  re- 
quiriag  the  recall  of  Mu  Jackson j  the  United 
States  wish,  not  to  be  understood  as  in  any  degree 
obstructing. eommunieaiiiona»  which  may  leail  IQ 
afrieiidiyaocaminodation;  bm  that,  oh  thecouf? 
trary,  they  sineetely  retajo  the  desire,  which  thef 
hjive^  constantly  pfofessed,  to  facilitate  ao  bappf 
an  event,  and  that  nothing  will  be  more  agreeahM 
to  them  than  to  find  the  Minister  who  has  rea* 
dered  himself  so  justly  obnoxious,  replaced  bp 
anothefc,  who,  with  a  dlfierent  character,  may 
carvjr  with  hiaii:aU-the  authorities  aad  instructioai 
requisite  fbr  the  complete  succcns  of  his  nuitsiaui; 
OTj  if  the  attainaoeat  of  this  object,  through  m/ 
agency,  sheiild  be  considered  OMre  expeditipua 
or  otheri|Kiae  preferable,  that  it  will  bea  cpttrae 
entirely  aatisfactory  to  the  Uoiied  Siate^' 

These  inauuolion%  which  I  lay  before  your 
Lordship  without  di^nise,  require  no  comment* 

Before  1  conclude  this  letter^  it  may  be  proper 
very  shortly  to  advert  to  two  communicatiensi 
received  by  Mr.  Secretary  SmUh  from  Mr,  Oak* 
ley^  after*  the  correspoadence  with  Mr.  JaeksONa 
had  ceased. 

The  first  of  these  eoaupunications  (of  which  I 
am  not  able  toaaeertain  the  dateX  requeaieda 
doeumeot,  having  the  effect  of  a  apecial  passport 
or  safeguard,  for  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  family jdiir* 
ing  their  further  stay  in*the  United  States,  This 
ay^ication  was  regarded  as  somewhat  singular  | 
but.  the  document,  of  which  the  necesiiity  wae 
not  perceived,  was  nevertheless  furnished*.  The 
reasons  assigned  for  the  applicaiion  excited  some 
surprise.  1  have  uonbled  yeur  Lardidiip^  in  comr 
versation,  with  a  few  remarks  from  my  instrue* 
Uoasy  npea.  oae^f  iheae  MAsfMMf  iiMittk  i|(iU  tnke 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


lies 


APPENDIX. 


IIU 


BeUUioM  with  (Sreai  Britain^ 


Ibe  liberty  fo  repeal.  The  neper  in  question  »tat«8 
tbut  Mr.  Jacki^od  **had  already,  been  once  most 
|rro8«ly  in^ul1ed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton, 
m  the  unprovoked  language ofabuse  held  by  tbem 
to  $e?eral  oflScers  bearing  the  King's  uniform, 
when  those  officers  were  ihemselyes' assaulted 
and  pnt  in  imminent  danger." 

I  am  girea  to  underst.ind,  my  Lord,  that  the 
insult  here  alluded  to  was  for  the  first  time  brought 
vnder  the  notice  of  the  American  Gh>rernment 
by  ibis  paper ;  that  it  had,  indeed  been  among  the 
rumors  of  the  day,  that  some  unbecoming  spene 
bad  taken  place  »t  Hampton  or  Norfolk,  between 
some  officers  belonging  to  the  At'ricaine  frigate 
and  some  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  it  took  its 
rise  in  the  indiscretion  of  the  former;  that,  no  at* 
tention  to  the  circumstance  having  been  called 
for.  and  no  inquiry  baring  been  made^  the  truth 
of  the  case  is  unknown;  but  that  it  nerer  was 
supposed  that  Mr.  Jackson  himself,  who  was  on 
board  the  frigate,  had  been  personally  insulted, 
nor  is  it  yet  understood  in  what  way  he  supposes 
that  be  was^so.  I  am  authorized  to  add,  that  any 
eomplaint  or  representation  on  the  sdbject  would 
instantly  bare  received  every  proper  attention. 

The  other  communication-^f  which  the  sub- 
atance  was  soon  afterwards  published  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  in  the  form  of  a  circular  letter  from 
Mr.  Jackson  to  the  British  Consuls'in  the  United 
Btaies-'^eems  to  hai^  been  intended  as  a  justifi- 
cation of  his  conduct;  in  that  part  of  his  corre* 
apondence  which  hadgiren  umbrage  to^he  Amei^ 
icau  Government.  This  paper  (bearing  date  ibe 
.13ih  Norem  ber)  is  not  very  explicit ;  but  it  would 
appear  to  be  calculated  to  ffive  rather  a  new  form 
to  the  statements,  which  Mr.  Jackson  had  sofl^red 
the  Gorernmeni  of  the  United  States  to  view  in 
another  Jight,  until  it  bad  no  choice  but  to  act 
upon  the  obvious  and  natural  interpretation  of 
them  sanctioned  bj  himself. 

It  was  nerer  objected  to  Mr.  Jackson,  (as  this 
paper  seems  to  so^est^),  that  be  had  stated-  that 
the  three  propositions  iii  Mr.  Erskine's  original 
instructions  were  submitted  to  Mr.  Smith  by  that 
gentleman ;  or  that  be  had  stated  it  as  made  known 
to  him  bjr  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  instruction  to 
Mr.  Erfckine,  containing  those  three  coodttions, 
was  the  only  one  from  which  bis  authority  was 
deriYedjfor  the  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  on 
the  matter  to  whioh  it  rebted. 

The  objection  war,  that  he  had  ascribed  to  the 
■American  Government  a  knowledge  that  the  pro- 

E»sitions  submitted  to  tis  consideration  by  Mr. 
rskine  were  indispensable  conditions,  and  that 
he  did  so  even  after  that  knowledge  had  been  dis- 
tiiictly  disclaimed,  and  he  had  been  made  to  per«- 
eeiv^  that  a  repetition  of  the  allegation  could  not 
he  suffered. 

I  willingly  leave  your  Lordship  to « judge  whe- 
ther Mr.  Jackson's  correspondence  will  bear  say 
other  construction  than  it  in  fact  recelred ;  and 
whether,  Mipposing  it  to  have  been  erroneously 
construed,  his  letter  of  the  4th  November  should 
iK>t  have  corrected  thje  .mistake,  instead  of  con- 
firming and  establishing  it. 

As  aa  aa^i^aiMtfim,  this  pape^  waa  ere9 


than  nothing.  It  bad  not  the  appearance  of  aa 
attempt  to  rectify  mi'^appn^bensioo.  it  aougbtto 
put  the  American  Goternment  in  the  wrung,  bf 
assumiiig  that  what  ha<l  given  so  dmicIi  ombnge 
ought  not  to  have  given  any.  It  imperted  le- 
proach  rkther  than  explanation.  It  kept  oat  of 
sight  the  real  offence,  and,  introducing  a  new  and 
insufficient  one  in  its  place,seemed  to  disclose  n# 
other  wish  than  to  withdraw  from  the  Govera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  the^rouod  open  which 
it  bfid  proceeded.  Its  apparent  purpose,  in  a  word, 
was  to  &x  a  charge  of  injustice  upon  the  past— 
not  to  produce  a  Mneficial  effect  upon  the  future, 
in  this  view,  and  in  this  only,  it  was  perfeeily 
consistent  that  it  should  announce  Mr.  Jacksoa^ 
determination  to  retire  to  New  York. 

The  time  when  this  paper  was  preaented  will 
not  have  escaped  your  Lordship's  observation.  It 
followed  the  demand,  already  mentioned,  of  a  safe- 
guard for  **  Mr.  Jackson,  his  fnmily,  aad  the  gen- 
tlemen attached  to  his  mission" — a  demand  which 
cannot  he  regarded-r-especially  rf  we, look  t4>  the 
iiMlneemeots  to  which,  it  was  referred,  aa  ettber 
conciliatoiy  or  respectful.  It  followed,  too^  the 
letter  of  the  dih  November,  which,  had  explaaa- 
,tion  been- intended,  ought  undoubtedly  to  hare 
conlMned  it;  but  which,  in  lieu  of  it,  contained 
fresh  matter  of-pro vocation.  It  was  itself  fi^oved 
by  the 'publication  of  its  ow»  subaiaiice  ia  ua- 
ther  garb.  On  the  very  day  of  its  date,  when  Mr. 
Jaakson,  if  be  meant  it  as  b4  eiplanaiioa,  coaM 
not  be  justified  in  concluding  that  it  would  not 
be  satisfactory,  it  was  moulded  by  him  iaw  ike 
circular  address  to  which!  have  before  alluded; 
and  immediate  ^teps  appear  to  have.beea  taken 
to  give  to  it,  in  that  shape,  the  utinoat  poUieity. 
I  have  no  wish,  my  Lordj  to  make  any  atro^ 
remarks  upon  that  proceeding.  It  will  he  adaiit- 
ted  that  it  was  a  great  irregularity;  and  that,  if 
Mil  Jackson  bad  been  particularly  aoxicMistociose 
erery  avenue  to  reconciliation  betweea  thcdAjner- 
lean  Government  aad  himself^  he  could  not  have 
fallen  upon  a  better  expedient. 

J  have  now  only  to  add,  my  Lord,  the  expres- 
sion of  my  own  moai  ardent  wish,  that  oat  ot  tka 
incident  which  has  produced  this  letter,  an  occa- 
sion may  be  made  to  aiise.  which,  improved  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  I  trust  will  he,  by  our  respective 
Govemments,.nMy  conduct  them,  is»  a  cordial  and 
lasting  friendsriiip. .  Thus  to  endeavor  to  bring 
good  out  of  evil,  wouhi  be  worthy  of  the  rulers^ 
4WO  nations  that  are  oiiljr  in  their  natural  positiea 
when  they  are  engaged  in  offices  of  mutual  kind- 
ness, and  largely  cootribuiipg  to  the  prosprrtcy 
and  happiness  of  each  other.     . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  coo* 
sideration,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  PINKNSr. 

The  MARduis  OP  WnLt^aisLfiY. 


,     Lord  WsUeslej  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoRBieir  OpncB^  Mareh  14, 18UI. 
Sia:  The  letter  which  1  had  the  honor  to  m- 
ceive  from  yoO)  jonder  date  of  ^a  fid  <itJaBaatf , 
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t«ffther  wilh  Oie  mldiiioDal  para|rr»ph  receired 
•A  tbc  d4th  of  JtDuarf,  b«8  been  laid  before  ibe 
King. 

Tbe  several  confereneet  which  I  hare  held  with 
▼on  respeeting  tbe  tranMcttonn  to  which  yoor 
letter  refers,  iuive^  I  trust,  satisfied  you  that  it  is 
tbe  sincere  desire  of  His  Majesty's  GbTemment, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  avoid  aoy  dii^cossion 
which  might  obstraet  the  renewal  of  amicable 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries* 

The  correspoadenoe  between  Mr.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Smith  baa  been  submitted  to  His  Majesty's 
eonsideratioo. 

His  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  express  his 
coBcern  that  the  official  communication  between 
His  Majesty's  Minister  in  America  and  the  Gov- 
eroment  of  tbe  United  States  should  have  been 
ioterropted  before  it  was  possible  for  his  Majesty, 
b^  aoy  interposition  of  bis  authority,  to  manifest 
Jus  invariable  disposition  to  maintain  tbe  rela* 
tions  of  amity  with  the  United  States.  > 

I  am  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to  inform  you, 
that  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Jackson  the  most 
positive  assurances  that  it  was  nut  his  purpose  to 
five  offence  to  tbe  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States  by  any  expression  contained  in  bis  letters^ 
or  bv  any  part  of  his  conduct. 

The  expreteions  and  condnct  of  His  Majesty's 
Miaisier  in  America  havinflr.  howeyer,  appeared 
to  tbe  Gk)verBiiient  of  the  United  States  to  be 
exceptionable,  the  nsual^oorsein  such  casesWoold 
bava  beeo  to  convey,  in  tbe  first  instance,  to  His 
Majesty,  a  formal  complaint  against  his  Minis- 
ter, and  to  desire  such'  redress  as  might  be  deemed 
aoitable  to  the  nature  of  the  alleged  offence. 

This  course  of  proceeding  would  have  enabled 
Hik  Majesty  to  have  made  such  arrangements,  or 
to  have  offered  sueb  seasonable  explanations,  is 
might  have  precluded  tbe  inconvenience  which 
must  always  arise  from  the  suspension  of  official 
eommonication  between  friendly  Powers.  . 

His  Majesty,  however,  isal  ways  disposed  to  pay 
tbe  utmost  attention  to  the  wisbes  add  sentiments 
of  States  in  amity  with  him;  and  he  has,  there- 
fore, been  pleased  to  direct  tbe  return  of  Mr.  Jack- 
aon  to  England. 

But  His  Maje^jr  has  not  marked  with  any 
expression  of  his  displeasure  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  Whose  integrity,  zeal,  and  ability,  have 
long  been  distinguished  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
and  who  does  not  appear,  on  the  present  occa>ion. 
to  have  committed  aoy  intentional  offence  against 
tbe  Governrtfent  of  the  United  States^ 

I  am  commanded  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Jack- 
son is  ordered  to  deliver  over  the  charge  of  His 
Majesty^  affairs  in  America  to  a  person  properly 
.qualified  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  which  His  Majesty 
U  sincerely  desirous  of  cultivating  on  the  most 
friendly  terms. 

As  an  additional  testimony  of  this  disposition, 
I  am  authorized  to  assure  you  that  His  Majesty 
h  ready  to'receive,  with  sentiments  of  undimin- 
ished amity  and  good  will,  any  comimintcation 
which  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  mav 
dceid  beneficial  to  tbe  mutual  interests  of  botb 


countries,  through  any  channel  of  negotiatioii 
whieh  may  appear  advantageous  to  that  Govern* 
meut, 

I  request  you  will  accept  tbe  assurances  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servsnt. 

WELLESLBY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

GrBAT  CdMBBBLAND  PtACB, 

March  17, 1810. 
Mt  Lord:  I  have  had  tbe  honor  to  receive 
your  Lf&rdshrp's  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  2d  January,  and  will  lose  no  timo 
in  transmitting  it  to  my  Government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
Lord  Wellcslbt,  dec. 


Eztractr— Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  March  27,  1810. 

t  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Lord 
Wellesley's.  reply  to  my  letter  of  tbe  7ih  instant, 
respecting  the  British  blockades  of  France  before 
the  Berlin  decree.         * 

I  do  not  think  it  Of  sucb  a  nature  as  to  justify 
an  expectation  that  Genera^  Armstrong  will  lie 
able  to  make  any  use  of  it  at  Paris,  but  I  shall 
nevertheless  convey  to  biot  the  substance  of  it 
without  delay.  •  -    < 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter  of  March  27.] 
Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoBBiQN  Ofpicb,  MoTch  26, 1810. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  7tb  instant,  requesting 
a  further  explanation  of  my  letter  of  the  2d,  con- 
cerning the  blockades  of  France  instituted  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  present  war,  before  tbe  1st  day 
of  January,  1807. 

The  blockade  notified  by  Great  Briuin  in  May, 
1806)  has  tiever  been  formally  withdrawn.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  be  accurately  stated  that  the  re- 
strictions wbich  it  established  rest  altogether  oa 
the  Order  of  Council  of  tbe  7ih  January.  1807$ 
they  aie  comprehended  unijer  tbe  more  extensive 
restrictions  of  that  order.  No  other  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  France  was  instituted  by  Great  Brit^ 
ain  between  the  16th  May,  1806,  and  the  7lh  of 
January,  1807,  excepting  the  blockade  of  Venice, 
instituted  on  tbe  27th  July,  1806,'which  is  still-io 
force. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  high  con- 
sideratton  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WELLESLEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  General  Armstrong. 

London.  April  6. 1810. 
Drab  Sib:  I  do  not  know  whether  tbe  state- 
ment contained  in  my  letter  of  the  27ih  of  last 
month  will  enable  you  to  obtain  tbe  recall  of  tbe 
Berlin  decree.  Certainlv,  the  inference  from  that 
statement  it,  that  tbe  blockade  of  1806  ia  virtne 
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9\\y  at  an  «nd,  being  mer^d  and  comprehended 
in  to  Order  in  Council  issued  after  the  date  of 
the  edict  of  Berlin.  I  am,  however,  about  to  try 
to  obrain  a  formal  revocation  of  that  blockade, 
mmi  of  that  of  Venice,  or  at  least  a  precise  declar- 
ation that  thejr  are  not  in  force.  As  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  olitaip  either  the  one  or  the  other 
very  soon,  if  indeed  they  can  be  obtained  at  all, 
I  will  not  detain  Mrr  Lee.  but  will  send  you  ano- 
ther messen^ier  (Mr.  Craig,  of  Philadelphia)  in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks,  with  the  resell t 
of  my  endeavors.  In  the  meantime,  such  use  can 
Be  made  of  my  communication  of  the  87th  ultimo 
a$  you  may  de^m  advisable.  '|  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.  WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


the  case  of  the  attacic  on  th«  American  frigut 
Chesapeake,  in  tbo  month  of  June^  1807,  by  ibi 
British  ship  the  Leopard. 

It  will  give  me  sincere  pleasure  to  eomnmi* 
cate  with  your  Lordship  on  this  interestituiaW 
ject,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  thought  bMctl" 
culated  to  lead  to  a  fair  and  honorable  arnag^ 
ment  of  it.  preparatory  to  the  restoration  of  kiD^ 
neS8  and  beneficial  iutercoorse  between  the  twi 
countries.    1  haiw  the  honor  to  be.  6lc, 

WILUAM  PINKNET. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London.  April  8, 1S1(K 

Sir:  In  a  short  letter  of  fhe  2d  mstant,by  Mr. 
John  Wallace,  in  the  British  packet,  I  had  the 
honor  to  acknowledere  the  receipt,  on  the  31st  of 
last  month,  by  Dr.  Lofun.  of  your  letters  of  the 
SN)th  January  and  the  16th  February,  and  to  inform 
you  that  I  bad.  in  conseqiiience,  an  appointment 
to  meet  Lord  Wellesley  on  the  3d. 

At  the  interview  which  took  place  in  piirsa«> 
anee  of  that  appointment.  1  explained  to  Lord 
Wellesley  the  nature  of  the  powers  noweonfided 
to  me,  and,  as  far  as  was  necessary,  the  subjects, 
to  whiah  they^  related.  The  result  of  the  conver- 
sation which  ensued  was  an  understanding  that 
we  should  begin  with  an  attempt  to  settle  the 
afifiiirof  the  Chesapeake ;  and,  that  attempt  being 
8ucce^sful,  that  we  shbtild  proceed  to  consider  next 
the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  lastly, 
the  commercial  and  other  concerns  embraced  by 
the  commission  of  1806,  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  myself. 
In  conformity  with  this  understanding,  It  was 
ojgreed  that  I  should  immediately  follow  up  tlie 
eonference  with  a  note,  stating  my  authority  to 
adjust  with  the  British  Qoverninent  the  case  of 
tbe  Chesapeake ;  and  I  have  accordingly  prepared 
and  sent  to  Lord  Wellesley  the  letter  of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed.  I  have  not  since  heard  from  his 
Lordship,  to  whom,  of  coarse,  it  now  belongs  to 
make  proposals. 

It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  thought  that  my  lettet 
which  is  aimply  an  oflSdal  notification,  in  civil 
terms,  of  iriy  power  to  receive  and  act  upon  fuch 
overtures  as  this  ChMrernment  may  choose  to  make, 
goes  too  far.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  ikc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY: 

P.  S.^-» Apri  19.  I  ha ve  j  ust  recei  ved  from  Lord 
Wellesley  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in- 
viting me  to  a  conference  on  Thursday  next,  (the 
12th,)  doubtless  on  the  afikir  of  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc.  W.  P. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Plnkney's  letter  «f  April  8, 1810.] 
Mr.  Pinknay  to  Lord  Wellesley. 
CuHBEBi^NO  PLacB,  (witkout  doie,) 

Mt  Loan:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your 
Lordship,  in  conformity  with  my  verbal  exfHao- 
ntions  in  a  recent  conference,  that  1  am  author 
ised  to  adjust  witb  His  Majesty's  Gbrernnient 


Lord  WeDesley  to  Mr.  IHaknej. 

FoRitON  OiTfcs,  Afnil  9, 18101 
The  Marquis  Weileslev  presents  his  eoopli' 
ments  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  and  will  be  happy  tohiff 
the  honor  of  seeing  him  at  the  Foreign  Oieeoi 
Thui^ay  next,  at  d  p.  n^  if  that  boor  tbooM 
suit  his  convenience. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 
'^  Loudon,  i4fwt/ 9, 18ia 

Sia:i  have,  upon  full  reflection,  ifaoojbt  it 
necessary  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Lord  WelWef, 
reciting  the  French  Mioiaier's  official  statenifit 
to  General  Armatrong  of  the  conditions  on  whica 
the  Berlin  decree  would  be  recalled,  tad  ififi^ 
iog  whether  there  exists  ^any  objeeiioa  onthi 
part  of  the  British  Government  to  a  retoettioa 
(or  to  a .  precise  declaration  that  they  sre  M 
longer  ia  force)  of  the  blockade  of  Mijr,  iwj 
and  of  that  of  Venice,  especially  the  fot«^^ 
the  answer  to  this  letter  (upon  which  Ivtn.^ 
converse  with  Lord  Wellesley  before  I  ddiwrii) 
will  not  probably  be  very  prompt,  I  hiTe,«i|M 
mean  time,  sent  Mr,  Lee  to  Paris,  with  ttt  W- 
ters  to  General  Armsurong,  of  which  copi»  •»« 
encloaed.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Oenersl  Amistrony. 

London,  Jpni  6. 1810. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  do  not  know  whether  «n«^ 
ment  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  27ta  of  ■« 
month  will  enable  you  to  obtain  the  recall  ol  iw 
Berlin  decree.  Certainly  the  inference  from .»» 
statement  is,  that  the  blockade  of  1806  ii  »ij«j 
ally  at  an  end,  being  merged  and  comprebeoflw 
in  an  Order  in  Council,  issuM  after  the  daiea 
the  edict  of  Berlin.  I  am.  however,  about  to  uy 
to  obtain  a  formal  revocation  of  that  w?^*"J? 
and  of  that  of  Venice,  or  at  least  a  Pf '^  J^ 
laration  that  they  are  not  in  force.  A«  «r" 
not  be  possible  to  obtain  either  i^^^.^'^Vi.S 
other  very  soon  (if.  indeed,  they  can  be  obu^w 
at  all)  i  will  not  detain  Mr.  Lee^  but  wi"J^ 
you  another  messenger  (Mr.  Craig,  ot  fW^Y^ 
phia)  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  weeK*,  w 
the  result  of  my  endeayors.^  j  ftfmf 

In  the  meantime  i*uch  use  can  be  w«"J  ™    J 
communication  of  the  27th  uliiroo  **JT.    ' 
deemiidyisable.    i  have  the  bon^JLii^fany 
WILUAM  PUK^fi^- 
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Mr.  Pinlnej  to  Mr.  Bmith. 

LoMDON,  ASay2f  1810. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  yov.  in  my  let* 
ter  of  the  9th  of  ttst  month,  that  I  had,  upon  full 
rvfleotion,  thought  it  necessary  to  prepare  a  letter 
t(^  Lord  Wvllesley,  reciting  the  French  Minister's 
official  statement  to  General  Armslroog-  of  the 
eondittoBs  on  which  the  Berlin  decree  would  be 
re<Atfed,  ami  inqutrin^^  whether  there  eziits  any 
objection  on  the  part  uf  the  Brittih  Qoremment 
to  a  reyocationf  or  to  a  precise  deelanitiott  that 
they  are  no  longer  fn  force,  of  the  bioc^lrade  of 
May,  1806,  and  that  of' Venice,  eap^oially  the 
fbrmer. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  oopy^  of  th« 
letter  which^  in  pursuance  of  that  determination^ 
I  hare  just  sent  to  Lord  Wellnkey.  I  am  not 
able  to  say  what  will  be  the  natare-ofthe  answer 
to  it;  but  if  it  should  be  satisfactory,  I  will  lose 
no  tirqe  in  commaorcating  it  to  Qenerai  Arm* 
strong.    I  ha? e  the  honor  to  be.  dbe. 

WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 
[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Plnknej's  letter  of  May  %,  ]810(| 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 
Great  Cumberland  Place, 

ifpr// 30, 1810. 

MvLoftt):  The  French  MlDisier  for  Foreign 
Afiairs  has  stated,  in  an^  official  note  to  General 
Armstrong,  the  Minister  Plenipot^  ntiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  that  *^the  only  condition 
required  for  the  revocation  by  the  French  Gov- 
ern rdent  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  the  pre- 
vious revocation  by  tbe  British  G<^vernment  of 
her  blockades  of  France,  or  part  of  France  (such 
a»  that  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  d^c.)  of  a  datean- 
terior  to  the  date  of  the  aforesaid  decree.** 

I  had  supposed  that  the  blockades  of  France, 
instituted  by  Great  Britain  before  the  date  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  were  already  withdrawn,  virtually, 
though  not  formally,  by  reason  of  the  restrictions 
which  they  establisbed  having  been  provided  for 
and  comprehended  in  certain  Orders  in  Coqncil 
i^ued  after  the  date  of  that  decree;  and  your 
Lordship';}  letter  to  me  of  the  26(h  of  l^st  month 
certainly  seems  to  confirm  that  supposition  with 
regard  to  the  blockade  of  May,  1806.  although  it 
proves  it  to  be  erroneous  with  regard  to  the  only 
other  blockade  which  falls  within  the  description 
of  the  French  Minister's  communication,  name- 
ly, the  bl  ockade  of  Venice  established  in  July  of 
the  same  year. 

As  I  am  anxious  to  nedect  nothing  which 
nay  have  a  tendency  to  iiroonce  the  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  and  of  such  other  decrees  and  or- 
ders as  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
fVom  time  to  time  complained  of,  I  -beg  to  inquire 
oi  your  Lordship,  with  a  view  to  the  terms  of 
the  above-mentioned  note  to  General  Armstrong, 
whether  there  exists  any  objection  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  a  revocation,  or  to 
a  declaration  that  they  are  no  longer  in  force,  of 
the  blockades  in  question,  ei«ppciatly  that  of  May, 
1806.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  d^c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNET. 

Marquif  Wbllbsust,  dbc 


Mr.  Pinknaj  lo  Mr.  Smith. 

LoMOON,  Maif  3, 1810. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  am 
about  to  send  to  Lord  Wellesley,  concerning  the 
forgery  in  England  of  Americi|n  ships'  papers, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  English  vessels  the 
character  of  American  bottoms. 

In  conformity  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
November  last,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  lOih 
of  January,  I  mentioned  the  subject  to  Lord 
Wellesley  as  soon  as  1  thought  it  expedient  to  do 
so.  He  gave  no  opinion  upon  it}  but  when  I 
observed  that  it  would  perhaps  be,  better^to  lay 
the  matter  before  him  at  once  in  writing,  he  ex* 
pressed  hi?  approbaiicyi  of  that  course.  As  there 
is  nothing  in  the  subject  itself,  or  in  your  letter, 
to  forbid  it,  I  shall  send  him  my  paper  to-day  or 
to-morrow.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &e. 

WILLIAM  PINKNET. 

[Encloaed  in  B^r.  Pinkney's  letter  of  May  9,  1810.] 

Mn  Pinkney  to  Xord  Wellesley. 

Great  Cdmbcrland  Place, 

A%3,1810. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  Lord- 
ship*s  attention,  in  pursuance  of  the^instruciiona 
of  my  Government,  to  a  practice  which  htts.  for 
some  time  past,  prevailed  in  this  country,  of  lorg*^ 
ing  American  ships'  papers  for  the  purpose  of 
^ving  to  English  vessels  the  character  of  Amer- 
ican botton&s. 

1  appears,  from  various  sources  of  bformationj 
that  these  fabrications  are  carried  to  a  great  ex* 
tent,  particOl  irly  in  London,  and  that  the  fraudti* 
lent  papers  are  purchased  as  a  regular  article  of 
traffic,  and  used  in  numerous  instances,  s6  as  to 
bring  into  suspicion  the  genuine  documents  on 
which  the  safetv  of  American  commerce  de« 
pends,  and  to  subject  that  commerce  to  serious 
vexation  and  loss. 

I  am  confident,  mv  Lord,  that  it  is  only  neces* 
sary  to  suggest  to  His  Majesty's  Government  the 
existence  of  these  abtises,  so  injurious  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  so  pernjcious  in  their  general  ten- 
dency, to  induce  it  to  cause  immediate  inquiry  td 
he  made,  with  a  view  to  an  efficacious  remedy^ 
I  have,  therefore,  only  to  add,  that  I  am  in  pos* 
.session  of  some  papers  which  throw  considerable 
light  on  the  subject,  and  which  (with  such  other 
information  as  I  have  obtained  or  may  obtain)  I 
shall  be  happy  to  communicate  to  your  Lordshfp 
whenever  year  Lordship  thinks  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Snith. 

London,  May  16, 1810. 
,  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
communication^  made  to  me  on  the  14th  instant, 
by  Lord  Welleslev,  concerning  a  partial  relaxa- 
tion of  the  blockade,  notified  some  time  ago,  of 
the  cbast  and  ports  oi  Spain,  between  Gijon  and 
the  French  territory.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4c. 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
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[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkoey's  letter  of  Maj  18.] 
Lord  Welleeley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoRBiGif  Oppice,  May  14,  1810. 

The.undersigned.  HisMajesty'^  principal  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Fureigo  Affairs,  has  received 
His  Majesty's  commands  to  inform  Mr.  Pink- 
ney, that  the  King  has  judged  it  expedient  to  sig- 
nify his  orders  to  the  Loids  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to 
the  officers  employed  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast 
and  ports  of  Spain,  from  Gijon  to  the  French 
territory,  that  they  permit,  hotwithstandinz  the 
said  blockade;  Spanish  or  neutral  vessels  Taden 
with  cargoes,  the  produce  of  Spain  only,  to  sail 
from  any  port  inclxided  4n  the  liiuits  of  said 
blockade,  subject,  nevertheless,  (as  to  the  ports  to 
which  tbey  trade.)  to  the  re>trictions  of  His 
MHJesty's  Orders  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April, 
1809,  and  of  the  7rh  of  January,  1807. 


cept  assurances  of  his  high  consideration 

WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Smith,  SecreUry  of  Sute,  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Department  op  Statc  May  22, 1810. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  27th  of  March,  by 
the  British  packet^  was  received  on  the  17th  of 
lbi]«  month. 

The  President  has  read  with  surprise  and  re- 
gret the  answer  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  your  letter 
of  the  2d  January,  and  also  his  reply  to  your 
note  requinn((  explanations  with  respect  to  the 
blockade  of  France.  The  one  indicates  an  ap- 
parent indifference  as  to  the  character  of  the  dip- 
loroatic  intercoiirse  between  the  two  countries, 
and  the  other  evinces  an  inflexible  determination 
to  persevere  in  their  system  9f  blockade. 

The  proviiioQ  made  for  th^  diplomatic  agency 
which  IS  to  succeed  that  of  Mr.  Jackson,  noani- 
fests  a  dissatisfaction  at  the  step  necessarily  taken 
here  with  resard  t6  that  Minister,  and  at  the 
aame  lime  a  diminution  of  the  respect  heretofore 
attached  to  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
two  countries.  Iiowever  persevering  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  ioi  the  conciliatory  disposition  which 
has  constantly  governed  him,  he  cannot,  be  inat* 
tentiva  to  such  an  apparent  departure  from  it  on 
the  other  side,  nor  to  the  duty  imposed  on  him 
by  the  rules  of  equality  and  reciprocity  applica- 
ble in  sgch  cases.  It  will  be  very  agreeable  to 
him  to  find  that  the  provision  in  question  is  in- 
tended merely  to  afford  tiipe  for  a  jsatisfactory 
choice  of  a  Plenipotentiary,  successor  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  that  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into 
efffct  may  be  equally  onexceptionable.  But 
while,  from  the  language  of  the  Marquis  Welles- 
ley,  with  respect  to  the  designation  of  a  Charge 
d'Affaires,  and  froin  the  silence  as  to  any  other 
successor  to  the  recalled  Minister,  it  is  leit  to  be 
inferred  that  the  former  alone  is  in  contempla- 
tioUy  H  becomes  proper  to  ascertain  what  are  the 
real  views  of  the  British  Government  on  the 
occasion ;  and,  should  they  be  such  as  tbey  are 
inferred  to  be,  to  meet  them  by  a  correspondent 
change  in  the  diplomatic  establishment  of  the  f 


United  States  at  London.  The  President  rHies 
on  your  discretion  for  obtaining  the  requisite 
knowledge  of  this  subject  in  a  manner  that  will 
do  justice  to  the  friendiv  policy  which  the  Dai- 
ted  Statea  wish  to  be  reciprocal  in  every  iostuee 
between  the  two  nations.  But  in  the  event  of  ia 
appearing  that  the  substitution  of  a  Cbtrg^  i 
Affaires  for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  is  to  beif 
a  continuance  not  required  or  explained  h^  tk 
oeeasionf  and  consequently  justifying  theiili^ 
enee  drawn  from  the  letter  of  Lord  WeUedef, 
the  respect  which  the  United  States  owe  to  tbea- 
selves  will  require  that  you  return  to  the  Uoitk 
States,  according  to  the  permission  hereby  firn 
by  the  President,  leaving  charged  wiihtbeftui- 
ness  of  the  Legation  aaeh  person  as  yoi  my 
deem  most  fit  for  the  trust.  With  this  view,  a 
commission,  as  reouired  by  a  statute  of  the  lait 
session,  is  herewith  enclosed,  with  a  bliik  fori 


luv,  aau  ui    iiic  tin  ui  jauuary,  lov/.  ,        »        7  V  •  r»    ,.   -c       .       «^-  -Jl 

Th,  ,ade«lg»ed.  r.<,«e«.  ^/,  Pioko.y  to  «-  \  -'^•^.oj  ^I^Sf  « iSllaS!:.  T.^Z^, 

you  should  have  commeooed,  with  a  prospect  af 
a.satisfactoicyTeaiilt,  the  negotiation  aothoriai 
by  mv  letter  of  the  20tb  January. 

In  a  letter  of  the  fourth  of  this  monthi  trtas- 
mitted  to  you  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congren  it 
t^'eir  last  session 'concerning  the  coramerclil  ii- 
tercourse  between  the  United  Suies,  and  Great 
Britain  and  Prance.  You  will  herewith  reeeiw 
another  copy  ot  the  same  act  In  the  foortb  lee- 
tion  of  this  statute  you  will  perceives  dc# mod- 
ification of  the  policy  of  the  United  Statei  mi 
you  will  let  it  be  understood  by  the  Bmh  wr- 
ernment  that  this  provision  will  be  duly  earned 
into  effect  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales. 

A  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  aflairof «« 
Chesapeake  is  very  desirable.  The  views  of  ibe 
President  upon  this  delicate  subject,  yoa  oil 
collect,  not  only  from  the  instructions  ^^^^^^?'] 
given  to  yoii,  but  from  the  sentimenu  ibai  bad 
been  manifested  on  the  part  of  this  OoTemineiit 
in  the  discussion  with  Mr.  Rose,  and  from  the 
terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the  arrange 
ment  made  with  Mr.  Erskine.  And  cooform- 
ably  with  these  views,  thus  to  he  collected,  foa 
will  consider  yourself  hereby  iostrocied  to  ^ 
tiate  and  conclude  an  arrangement  with  {J**^^ 
ish  Governinent  in  relation  to  the  atuckon  w 
frisale  Chesapeake. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc.  '  „ 

R.  SMl*^* 


Extract  of  a  btter  ftom  Mr.  Pmkney  to  Mr.Sautb. 
honoon,  June  IZ^m 
I  have  not  yet  obtained  froni  Lord  Weilf»«j 
an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  April|W«- 
cerning  the  British  blockades  of  Prance  bclore 
the  date  of  the  Berlin  decree!  In  a  short  coow^ 
ence  on  Sunday  hist,  the  lOih  insunt,  [V!^ 
for  a  prompt  and  favorable  reply,  and  shall  petj 
haps  receive  it  in  the  course  or  a  f'^^'^'y*',!^ 
had  requested  an  interview  on  this  'O^y^'^M^ 
18th  of  last  month,  in  consequence  of  a  Ww 
brought  by  Mr.  Lee  from  General  A rinsig* 
dated  the  2d  of  May ;  Imt  the  fUte  of  L<w  ^^ 
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ReUUians  with  Great  Britedm 


leshfh  healtb  prevented  Its.  taking  place  sooner 
than  ttie  10th  instant. 

I  have  sent  Mr.  Craig  (a  young  gentienran 
from  Philadelphia)  as  a  messenger  to  General 
Armstrong.  He  carries  a  newspaper  copy  of  the 
late  act  of  Congress  respecting  conomercial  in- 
terconrse. 

I  bare  prepared  an  official  letter  to  yoti  on  the 
aflklr  of  ibe  Chesapeake;  hot,  as  Mr.  Erving 
leaves  toWn  for  Liverpool  in  the  morning,  there 
is  wot  time  to  copy  it.  It  shhil  be  forwarded, 
howfver.  by  Mr,  Morier,  who  is  ahnat.  to  sail  in 
the  British  frigate  Venus  for  New^  York;  or  sent 
to  Liverpool  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Maury.  In  the 
mean  time,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  sfate  to  you  tbat 
lam  expecting  every  day  Lord  Welieslfey's^vritten 
overture  in  that  affair,  and  that,  in  our  confer- 
ences, which  resulted  in  an  understanding  that 
he  wourld  make  such  an  "overture,  no  objection 
was  made  .by  bim  to  an  eo^geroent  tor  restore 
the  men  to  the  ship  fVom  which  they  were  forcr* 
My  taken,  without  the  offensive  reservation  pre- 
scribed to  Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Ei^skine,  and  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Jackson's  project;  to  o(fer  a  suit- 
able pi'o vision,  without  any  reservation,  ftMP  the 
families  of  the  sufferers,  as  a  part  of  the  terms  of 
satisfaction ;  to  forbear  all  reference,  in  the  pa- 
pers leading  to  or  contttining  the  arrangement,  to 
the  President's  proclamirtion,  or  to  anything  con- 
nected' connected  with  it ;  to  adopt  in  tho^e  pa- 
pers a  style  and  manner  not  onl^  respectful  but 
kind  to  our  Government;  to  recite  in  tbem  (as 
in  Mr.  Erskine's  letter  to  you  in  April,  1809}  that 
Adioiral  Berkeley  had  beeen  promptly  disavow- 
ed, and,  as  a  mark  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
displeasqre,  recalled  from  an  important  com- 
mand. I  have  met,  on  this  occasiod,  with  noth- 
ing of  a  discouraging  nature,  except  on  the  im- 
practicable point  of  the  trial  and  punishment  of 
the  offending  officer.'  On  that  point  it  is  impos- 
sible to  prevail ;  but  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  my  declaring,  in  a  reply  to  the  overture,  the 
expectation  of  the  American  Government,  that 
the  officer  shall  be  tried  and  punished,  or  to  a  re- 
joinder, (if  I  wish  it,)  on  the  part  of  Lord  Wei- 
lesley,  sugeesting,  in  a  friendly  way,  the  Reasons 
for  not  fulfilling  that  expeptation. 


Mr.  Pinkuey  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  Jkne  26,  1810. 
Sir  :  Lord  Wellesley's  answer  to  m^  letter  of 
the  30th  of  April,  concerning  the  British  block 
ades  of  France  anterior  to  the  Berlin  decree  being 
still  delayed,  I  have  sent  him  the  letter  of  the 
23d  instant,  of  which  a  copy  is  now  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honorno  be.  dtc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter  of  June  2%  1810.1 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Welledcy. 

GbBAT  CtTM BBRUkND  FlACB, 

'  itiiie  23,  1810. 
My  Lob»:  I  be^  to  recall  your  Lordship's  at* 
teotion  to  the  subject  of  the  leuer  which  1  bad 
tin  iKmor  to  addicit  to  you  oo  the  30th  of  April 


last,  concerning  the  British  blockades  of  Franca 
anterior  to  the  Berlin  decree. 

My  Government  expects  irom  me  a  communi- 
cation on  that  subject;  and  your  Lordship  will, 
I  am  sure,  take  pleasure  in  enabling  me,  with  as 
Uttlejieiajr  as  possible,  to  fulfil  that  expectation 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

I  feel  confident  that,  after  the  declaration  of 
France,  which  1  had  the  honor  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  in  that  letter,  and  to  mention  in  confer- 
ence Wiore  and  since  its  date,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  revoking  these  blockades,  or  declaring 
tbat  they  areuo  longer  in  existence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  iS^. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  July  1, 1810. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receiva 
your  letter  of  the  23d  [22d]  of  May.  by  Mr.  Par- 
ish, and  have  sent  a  note  to  Lord  Wellesley.  re- 
questing an  interview;  he  is  out  of  town,  but  wilt 
return  to  night  or  in  the  morning*  The  instruc- 
tions contained  in  your  letter  concerning  the  in- 
equality, supposed  to  be  intended  by  this  Gov- 
ernment in  the.s^te  of  our  diplomatic  relations, 
shall  be  executed  with  the  discretion  which  un- 
doubtedly they  require;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  result  will  be  perfectly .  satisfactory  to  the 
President.  In  the  mean  time,  I  think  I  can  un- 
dertake loassure  you  that  no  change  has  takea 
place  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Wellesley,  as  an- 
nounced in  my  private  letter  to  you  of  4ih  Jan- 
uary, that  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  rank 
should  be  sent  to  the  United  Smtes.  Certainly,  no 
idea  has  been  entertained  hereof  a  permanent  or 
long-contipued  Charg6  d'Affiiires.  It  could  only  be 
intended  to  send  one  in  the  first  instance;  and  I 
have  reason  to  be  confident  that,  for  some  time 
past,  it  has  been  in  agitation  ^>  appoint  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  without  delay;  that  Lord 
Wellesley  has,  in  iact,  thought  of  and  mentioned 
a  person ;  and  tbat  Mr.  Moriei's  departure  has 
been  put  off  in  conseduence. 

In  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  I  have  already 
stated  to  you  that  I  think  there  will  be.tio  diffi- 
culty, if  the  futther  punishment  of  Berkley  is  not 
made  on  our  part  a  tine  qua  non.  Your  instruc- 
tions are  very  clear,  tbat  this  is  not  to  be  peremp- 
lortly  insisted  on.  .      .       - 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  communication  of 
the  26th  ultimo,  concerninf^  the  British  blockades 
of  France  before  the  Berlin  decree,  except  tbat 
I  mean  to  press  Lord  Wellesley  on  that  subject  at 
our  hext  interview,  as  I  did  at  our  last.  I  shall 
not  fail,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  his  attention 
to  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  intercourse  act. 

1  need  scarcely  say  that,  if  eveatirshould  make 
it  proper  for  me,  in  obedience  to  the  President'a 
commanda,  to  return  to  America,  (leaving  a 
Charge  d'Aflaires.)  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  do- 
ing to.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^-^^^.^^ 

^  WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

BoBBRT  Smitb,  Esq.,  dbc 
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Mb.  SnUh  U  Mr»  PiftkMy. 

Dbpartmbnt  or  Statb, 

July  2, 1810, 

Sib.:  Your  several  letters  of  the  8iii  and  Qihof 
Apiil|  and  the  2d  and  3d  of  May,  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

WbiUt  it  was  not  known,  on  the  one  hand,  how 
far  the  French  Qovemment  would  adhere  to  the 
apparent  import  of  the  condition,  att  fii;stcommu* 
nicated.  on  which  the  Berlin  decree  would  be 
revoked,  abd,  on  the  other  hand^  what  explana- 
tions would  be  given  by  (he  British  Q)vernment 
with  respect  to  its  blockades  prior  tQ  that  decree, 
the  course  deemed  proper  to  be  taken  was  that 
pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  llih  of  No- 
vember, and'  in  that  to  General  Armstrong,  of 
the  1st  of  December.  The  precise  and  fprmal 
declaration  since  made  by  the  French  Gk>vern- 
ment,  th4t  the  condition  was  limited  to  the  block- 
ades of  France,  or  parts  of  France,  of  a  date  prior 
to  ihe  date  of  the  Berlin  decree,  end  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  British  Government  of  the  ex- 
istence G^  ^uch  blockades,  particularly  that  of 
May,  )806,  with  a  failure  to  revoke  it,  or  even  to 
admit  the  constructive  extinguishment  of  it,  held 
out  in  your  letter  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  gfive 
to  the  subject  a  new  aspect  and  a  decided  char- 
acter. 

As  the  British  Government  had  constantly  al- 
leged that  the  Berlin  decree  was  the  originnl  ag- 
ression on  our  neutral  commerce,  that  berOrders 
in  Council  were  but  a  retaliation  on  that  decvee^ 
and  bad,  moreover.* on  that  ground,  asserted  an 
obligation  on  the  United  States  to  rake  effectual 
meaKuresaffainst  the  decree  as  a  ivrelimifiary  td  a 
repeal  of  the  orders,  nothing  coald  be  more  rea- 
fonablethaa  to  expect  that  the  condition,  in  the 
tbape  last  presented,  would  be  readily  accepted. 
The  President  is  therefore  Equally  disappointed 
and  dissatisfied  at  the' abortiveness  of  your  cor- 
reapoodence  with  Lord  Wellesley  on  this  irapor* 
tan  I  subject.  He  entirely  approves  the  determi- 
nation  you  took  to  resume  it  witK  a  view  to  the 
special  and  immediate  obligation  lying  on  the 
British  Government  to  cancel  the  illegiil  block- 
ades; and  you  are  instructed,  in  case  the  answer 
to  your  letter  of  the  3Dth  of  April  should  not  be 
satisfactory,  to  represent  to  the  British  Govern  - 
ment,  in  terms  temperate  but  explioit,  that  the 
United  States  consider  themselves  authorized  by 
strict  and  unquestionable  right^  as  well  as  sop- 
ported  by  the  principles  heretofore  applied  hy 
Great  Bi'itain  to  the  case,  in  claiming  and  ex- 
pecting a  revocation  of  the  illegal  blookadea  of 
J^rance  of  a  date  prior  to  that  o(  the  Berlin  de* 
cree,  as  preparatory  to  a  further  demand  of  the 
revocation  of  that  decree. 

It  ought  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  British 
Government,  in  ;reply  tosuch  a  represt^ntation, 
will  contend  that  a  blockade  like  that  of  May, 
1605,  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  a  coast  not  less  than 
one  thousand  miles,  proclaimed  four  years  since, 
without  having  been  at  any  lime  attempted  to  be 
duly  executed  by  the  application  uf  a  naval  force, 
i<  a  blockade  conformable  to  the  law  of  natiMs, 


Und  conaritent  with  neiural  righu.  Saehtpt* 
text  is  completely  barred,  not  only  by  tbe«DaAi> 
mousauthoritiea  both  of  writers  and  of  tretlinoa 
this  point,  not  excepting  even  Briiish  tmiio} 
but  by  the  rule  of  blocxade  communicaud  bf 
that  Government  to  this  in  the  year  1804,  iowtiiek 
it  is  laid  down,  that  orders  had  been  gireo  noiio 
consider  any  Uockade  of  tho&e  iylaods  (Mirtii* 
ique  and  Guadaloupe)  as  existing,  uoleis  io  n* 
spect  of  particular  ports  which  may  beaciuillf 
invested,  and  then  not  to  capture  vesseU  boai4 
to  such  poits -unless  tbejr  shall  previoa Jy  Uri 
been  warned  not  to  enter  ,tbem,  and  ibat  ibef 
(the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty)  had  alwieoi  iM 
necessarv  directions  on  the  subject  toilu  Jwljei 
of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Gcurii  in  the  Wesiloditt 
and  America.  In  this  communicatioa  itites* 
pressly  stated  that  th^  rule  to  the  Britiib  eoorti 
and  cruisers  was  furnished  in  consequence  of  iht 
representations  made  by  the  Goveruiaeoi of  ^ 
Uoite(i  Sutes  against  blockades,  not  uDlikeihit 
now  in  question,  and  with  the  expre«  fwwof 
redressing  the  grievance  complained  of.  m 
ought  it  to  be  presumed  that  the  British  Oorera- 
ment  will  finally  resort  to  the  plea  thai  hcrMiil 
force,  although  Unapplied,  is  a«l«|uate  JjUwij 
forcemenrt  of  the  blockade  of  Mav,  1806;  m 
that  this  forms  a  legal  distinction  between  m 
and  the  BerUn  decree  of  November  foUoaiif. 
Were  it  admitted  that  an  adequate  force  exiij«i 
and  was  applicable  to  such  a  purpose,  the  anufj 
dity  of  confounding  the  power  to  do  a  ihioffM 
actually  doing  of  it  speaks  for  itself.  "  »«^ 
eot  case  the  ab&urdity  is  peculiarly  siribHj  a 
port  blockaded  by  sea,  without  a  ship  n^ JJ^ 
ing  a  contradiction  in  terms,  as  well  Maiwer- 
sion  of  law  and  of  common  sense.  „  ,  ,  ,^ 

From  the,  language  of  Lord  WeUesleji  w 
letters  it  is  possible  be  may  endearor  to  ew 
th$  meaaure  required  bv  subae  wnmeattoo "■ 
posture  given  to  the  blockade  of  M«/j  i**;^ 
the  succeeding  orders  of  18Q7.  ButewnhW 
he  is  met  by  the  case  of  the  blockade  of  wpe* 
hagen  and  the  other  ports  of  Zeajsnd  «  "J 
year  1808 ;  at  a  time  when  these^  with  «U  lMw» 
porta,  were  embraced' bjr  those  very  ortjn- 
1807 ;  a  proof  tlia^  however  the  owwtM  o«« 
ades  may  be  regarded  a*  in  some  '^P"Vj  g 
same,  they  are  regarded  in  others  ai  mt  "i^ 
distinct  operation,  and  may,  ^^^^^^^uM 
exi$t,b<ing  absolutely  marged  in  or  •«!>«'•*" 
•oe  by  the  other.  .  ,  ru.-«««iit 

In  the  difliouUy  which  the  Britnh  0«^?^ 
most  feel  in  finding  a  gloss  f«'*!»*'^"C 
principle  of  her  paper  Wockadee,  tj  "^nV  tS 
wish  to  infer  an  acquiescence  on  the  P^  l  jw 
Government,  from  the  silence  »"^'  |j  !aii!po- 
have,  in  some  inataoceB,*pa«3ed.  ^"T"  ,urH 
sition  to  draw  such  an  tDf^'^^^^J.!  Aoeoslf 
you  will  be  able  to  meet  it  by  an  «PPJ;''|Jyer  to 
to  the  succesafol  remonstraiut  lo  »^  j^^ 
Mr.  Thornton  above ciMd,  but  «>,^«"fJl:,iafl  d 
to  Mr.  Merry  of  June,  1806,  to  «b«  "^^"li  is- 
a  blockade  io  the  year  1806,  as  \^^T^ 
thentic  record  of  the  M^  in  «!5L!Liirflr 
adn/aad  Hm  ootificaiiM  of  ike»*»*'*^ 
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iht  United  StA^en.  Copies  of  the  aoswer  bave 
teeo  hercieiiire  forward«d)  and  another  is  oow 
eAcloced  as  an  iddilioDat  precaution  tgainat  mis- 

Whaierer  may  be  the  aBs^wer  to  t4ie  represen- 
imuou  and  requisiiiM  which  you  are  isKtrueted 
.to  raAke^yoo  will  traoamit  it  without  delay- to 
this  Depariment.  Should  it  he  of  a  satiiifaetury, 
IHitiife,  yt^u  will  hapten  to  loi^ard  it  alseio  the 
^plonaiic  fuBotiouary  of  the  Uofied  States  at 
Pariff,  who  will  be  ^trooted  to  tnike  a  proffer 
iiae<»f  it  for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  ib€  French  de- 
^tf  of  Berlin,  and  to  proceed  conenrrenily  with 
y«u  io  bringing  about  sucoeaaive  lemoTal*  by  the 
liro  Gof  eramenls  of  all.  iheir  predatory  edicts. 
I  avail  inyttelf  of  this  occasion  to  state  to  you,^ 
(bat  it  is  deemed  of  great  iroportanee-  that  our 
iiioiatera  at  fofeiga  Courts;  and  espeeially  at 
Puris  and  Loodoa,  should  be  kept,  the  oae  by 
tike  other  ioforroed  of  the  state  oi'  ouraffiiirs  at 
•acbi    I  have  the  ]bonor  to  be,  dbe* 

R.  aMITH. 

WiLUAM  PwcffBr,  Esq;  dbc. 

ffCefmtd  to  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pioknej,  Sept  21,  ISIO.J 

Mm,  MadiMii  to  Mr.  Thornton,  Gbarg^  dea  A&iMa  of 
His  BfilaHniB  Majesty. 

Dbpartmbnt  or  State. 

October  37,  1803. 
Bib  :  Tiie  letters,  of  which  copies  are  i-nclosed, 
-were  received  kst  evfDfog*  One  of  thpm  is  from 
tbeBrttibh  Consul  Gem-ral  atNeWTork;  the 
otiwr,  a  copy  enclosed  therein,  of  a  letter  to  him 
IffOm  Comuiodare  Hbod,  Commander-in-Chief 
a#  His  Briianoic  MajestyVy  ships  of  war  on  the 
West  India  atation.  Thi^  letter  bears  date  of  the 
25tb  of  July  last,  and  requests  that  the  A  merman 
dovernnent,  and  agents  of  neutral  naiiuns,  might 
^  made  acquainted  that  the  is4ands  of  Mnrtinque 
%md  Qwdatoupa  are,  and  have  been,  brockaded 
iritk  die  17ib  of  June  preceding,  \l^  detachments 
Iron  ibe  squadron  under  his  command,  int>rder 
ibat  there  may  be  no  plea  forattemptfng  to  enter 
tbeporis  of /the  islands. 

it  will  no  doubt,  occur  to  you.  sir,  that  such  a 
•emoiunication  wauM  bave  been  more  properly 
made  through  another- channel,  than  <lirvctly 
fron  Ihe  Consulate  at  New  York;  The  import- 
ance and  urgency  of  the  subject,  howeve^  super- 
aede  ibe  ceoaideration  of  forms,  and  I  lose  no 
time  in  communicating  to  you  the  observations 
wbich  the  President  deems  it  to  require. 

It  will  not  escape  vour  attention,  tbat  Commo- 
dore UoodV  letter  is  dated  no  less  thau  three 
tDOBlbe  before  it  could  have  the  effect  of  a  notifica- 
ti«Q  ;,«nd  that,  besides  this  remarkable  delay,  the 
mllr^ed  blpckade  is  computed  from  a  date  ntore 
Ibas  one  month  prior  to  that  of  the  letter  itself. 
Btit  those  circumt^tances,  however  important  they 
may  be,  do  not  constitute  the  main  objection  to  the 
proceeding  of  the  Briti.sh  commander.  His  let- 
f«rj  instead  of  stating  that  a  particular  port  or 
porta  were  blockaded  by  a  force  actually  before 
ibem,  declares,  generally,  two  entire  and  consid- 
erable islands  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade.  It  can 
sawr  be  admiltted  that  ihe  trade  of  a  neutral  na- 


tion, in  articles  not  contraband, can  ^e  legally  ob- 
structed to  any  place  not  actually  blockaded,  or 
that  any  notification  or  proclamation  can  be  of 
force,  nnlfss  accumf^anied  With  an  actual'  block- 
ade.   The  law  of  nations  is.  perhaps,  more  clear 
on  no  other  point  than  that  c^f  a  sienre  or  blockade, 
such  as  will  justify  a  bellij^erent  nation  in  re- 
straining the  trade  of  neutrals.    Every  term  used 
in  definmg  the  case,  imports  the  presence  and  po- 
sition of  a  force  rendering  access  to  the  prohibited 
place  manifestly  diffioulland  daneercus.    Every 
jurist  of  reputation  who  treats  with  precision  this 
branch  of  the  law  of  nations,  refers  to  an  actual 
and  particular  blockade.    Not  a  single  treaty  can 
be  found  which  undertakes  to  define  a  blockade, 
in  which  the  definitinn  does  not  exclude  a  gene- 
ral or  nominal  blockade,  by  limiting  it  to  the 
case  of  a  strfficient  force,  so  disposed  as  to  amount 
to  an  actijal  and  particular  blockade.    To  a  num- 
ber of  such,  treaties  Gieat  Britain  is  a  party. 
Not  to  multiply  references  on  the  subject,  I  con- 
fine myself  to  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention 
of  Jmie,  1801,  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
which  bavlnj?  been  entered   into  for  the  avowed 
purpose  "of  settling  an  in  variable  determination  of 
thefr  principles,  upon  the  rights  of  neutrality," 
must  necK«»sarily  be  considered  as  a  solemn  re- 
cp^niiion  of  an  existing  and  general  principle  and 
rieht,  not  as  a  stipulation  of  any  new  principle  or 
rijht  limited   to  the  parties  themselves.    The 
article  is  in  the  words  following,  viz:  "That  in 
order  to  determine  what  characterizes  a  blocka- 
ded p(Vrt,  that  denomination  !^  given  only  to  a 
port  where  there  is,  by  the  dispositions  of  the 
Phwer  which  att)icks  it  with  ships  stationary  or 
sufficienily  near,  an  evident  danger  of  entering.** 
It  cannot  be  nece.^sary  to  dwell  on  the  inconsis- 
tency of  the  kind  of  blockade  declared  by  Com- 
modore Hiiod,  with  the  principle  laid  down  con- 
perttinc  the  rights  of  neuJrality,  or  on  the  conse- 
quences of  the  principle  on  which  a  blockade  of 
whole  Islands,  by  a  few  ships,  is  founded,  to  the 
commerce  and  interests  of  neutral  nations.    If  the 
islands  of  Martinque  and  Guadaloupe,  the  latter 
not  lesathan  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  former 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  each  containing  a  variety  of  ports,  can  be 
blockaded  bv  detachments  from  a  commodore's 
squadron,  it  is  evident  that  a  very  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  British  fleet  may  blockade  all  the 
maritime  countries  with  which  she  is  at  war.    In 
a  word,  such  a  principlecompletely  sacrifices  the 
rights  of  neutral  commerce  to  the  pleasure  or  the 
policy  of  the  parties  at  war.    But  it  deserves  to 
be  particularly  remarked,  ijiat  a  power  to  pro- 
claim  general   blockades,  or  any  blockade  not 
formed  by  the  real  presence  of  a  sufficient  force,  to 
be  exercised  by  oflScers.  at  a  distance  from  the  con- 
trol of  their  Government,and  deeply  interested  in 
enlarging  the  field  of  captures  which  they  are  to 
.share  offersa  temptation  that  must  often  asrgravato 
the  evils  incident  to  the  principle  itself.    You  will 
infer,  sir.  from  these  observations,  the  serious  light 
in  wliich  the  President  regards  the  proceeding, 
which  is  the  subject  of  them,  and  will  perceive 
,be  ground,  ott  whicK^he  "^J^n^ggif^g  from 
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it  to  our  eommerce^will  con^^titutejim  claimsrof 
indemoificauoQ  from  the  British  Gav^rnmeDt. 
To  diminish  the  extent  of  these  injuries  as  much 
as  possible*  and  to  guard  the  gdod  uoderstaudiDg 
and  friendly  relations  of  every  sort,  which  are  so 
desirable  to  both  nations,  against  the  tendency  of 
such  measures,  will,  I  venture  to  assure  myself, 
be  sufficient  motives  with  you  tn  emf loy  the  in* 
terposiiions  with  Commodore  Hnod  which  you 
may  judge  test  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbe. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Edward  Thornton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pmkney. 

,   Departmbnt  op  State, 

Juty  5, 1810. 

Sir:  Your  last  communications  having  af- 
forded so  little  ground  for  expecting  that  the 
British  Government  will  have  yielded  to  the  call 
on  it  to  originate  the  anulment  of  the  belligerent 
edicts  ag&inst  our  lawful  commerce,  by  caaeei- 
ling  the  spurious  blockade  of  May,  1806,  f  the  first 
in  the  series,)  it  became  a  d4ity  particularly  in- 
cumbent upoq  us  to  press  t)ie  other  experiment 
held  out  in  the  late  act  of  Congress,  another 
copv  of  which  is  herewith  sent.  You  will  ac- 
cordingly make  that  act,  and  the  disposition  of 
the  President  to  give  it  effect,  the  subject  of  a 
formal  conimunication. 

The  British  Government  ought. not  to  be  in- 
semiible  of  the  tendency  of  superadding  to  a  refusal 
of  the  course  proposed  by  France  for  mutually 
abolishing  the  predatory  edicts,  a  refusal  heUI 
out  by  Congress;  and  it.  ought  to  find,  in  that 
consideration,  a  sufficient  inducement  to  a  prompt 
and  cordial  concurrence.  The  British  Govern- 
ment must  be  conscious,  also,  of  its  having  re- 
peatedly stated  that  the  acauiescence  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  decrees  ot  France  was  the  only 
justification  of  its  orders  against  our  neutral  com- 
mejrce.  The  sincerity  and  consistency  of  Great 
Britain  being  now  brought  to  the  teat,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  afforded  to  evince  the  existence  of  both. 
It  may  be  added,  that  the  form  in  which  it  is  pre- 
scribed is  a«  conciliatory  as  the  proposal  itself  is 
unexceptionable. 

As  the  act  of  Congress  fepealiDe  the  late  re- 
strictions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  two  belligereqts  must  be  unequal  in  its  ope- 
ration, in  case  Great  Britain  should  continue  to 
interrupt  it  with  France,  inasmuch  a^*  France  Is 
unable  to  interrupt  it  oiaterially  with  her,  the 
British  Government  may  feel  a  temptation  to  de- 
cline a  course  which  might  put  an  end  to  this 
advantage.  But  if  the  unworthiness  and  un- 
friendliness of  such  a  purpose  should  pot  divert 
her  from  it,  she  ought  not  to  overlook  either  the 
opportunity  afforded  her  enem^  of  retorting  the 
inequality,  by  a  previous  compliance  with  the. act 
of  Congres8,or  the  necessity  to  which  the  Uaiteil 
States  may  be  driven  by  such  abuse  of  their  ami- 
cable advances,  to  resume,  under  new  impressions, 
the  subject  of  their  foreign  relations. 

If  the  British  Governmeat  should  b«  disposed 


to  meet,  in  a  favorable  manner,  tbe  arraDgemeat 
ieadered,  and  should  ask  for  explanatioox  as  ta 
the  extent  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees, 
which  will  be  required,  7our  answer  will  be  as 
obvious  as  i\  most  be  sati«factorT.  The  re^ieal 
must  embrace  every  part  of  the  Freneh  deerees 
which  violate  the  neutral  rights  ga&raotted  to 
us  by  the  law  of  natioos.  Whaterer  parts  of  the 
decrees  may^  not  have  this  effect,  as  we  have  ne 
right  as  a  neutral- Nation  to  demand  a  recall  of 
them,  Great  Britain  can  hare  no  pretext,  as  a  bel- 
ligerent nation,  to  urge  the- demand.  If  there  be 
napts  of  the  decrees  liable  to  objections  of  another 
kind,  it  lies  with  the  United  States  alone  to  dc- 
CI Je  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  with  Tespeet  to 
them. 

In  explainiag  the  extent  of  the  repeal,  which  on 
the  British  side,  is  required,  yoo  will  be  gtrided 
by  the  same  principle.  Yoa  will  aceordioglf  lee 
it  be  distiaetly  understood,  that  It  most  necessa- 
rily include  an  annulment  of  the  blockade,  of 
May,  1806,  wliich  has  been  arowed  to  be  com- 
prehended in,  and  Identified  with,  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  which  is  pal[)ably  at  variance  with 
the  law  of  nations.  This  is  the  explanatioa 
which  will  b&given  to  the  French  Qoremmeflt 
on  this  point  by  our  Minister  at  Paris,  in  case  it 
should  .there  be  required. 

But  there  are  plain  and  powerful  reasoas  why 
the  British  Governmeht  ought  to  roToke  every 
other  blockade  rfstiog  on  proclamattons,  or  diplo- 
matic notifications,  and  not'on  the  actual  appliea^ 
tion  of  a  naval  foree  adequate  to  a  real  bloclrade. 

1st.  This  comprehensive  redress  ia  e^aallydne 
from  the  Briti«h  Government  to  iu  professed  re- 
spect for  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  just  claims 
of  a  friendly  Power. 

2d.  Without  this  enlightened  precamioo,  it  is 

f>robable,  and  may  inde^  be  inferred  from  the 
etter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Qeoeral  Arm- 
strong, that  the  French  Government  wilt  draw 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  to  issae  on 
the  lefQatity  of  such  blockades,  by  acceding  to  the 
act  of  Congress,  with  a  condition  that  a  repeal  of 
the  blockades  shall  accompany  a  repeal  of  the 
Orders  ia  Council,  aUegiag  that  theordecsaad 
blockades,  differing  little,  if  at  all,otherwise  tkaa 
in  namcy  a  repeal  of  the  former,  learing  in  epe- 
ration  the  latter,  would  be  a  mere  itlosioo. 

3d.  If  it  were  even  to  happen  that  amntoal  it^ 
peal -of  the  orders  atid  deerees  conld  be  bronibt 
about  without  involving  the  subject  of  blockades, 
and  with  a  continuance  of  the  blockades  in  ope- 
ration, how  could  the  United  States  be  expected 
to  forbear  an  immediate  eall  for  their  ana  ol  meat? 
or  how  long  would  it  probablv  be,  beibre  an  ap* 
peal  by  France  to  the  neatral  law  of  inkpartklity 
would  bring  up  the  same  onestion  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  ?  And  frpA 
whatever' circumsunces  the  issue  on  it  may  arisen 
the  impossibility  of  maintaining  the  British  side^ 
with  even  a  color  ^of  right  or  consistency,  may 
be  seen  in  the  view  taken  of  the  snbjeot  ia 
the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr. 
Merry,  already  in  your' hands. 

If  the  British  Government  shoold  aceede  lacht 
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overtare  cootained  in  th«  act  of  Con^rress,  by  re- 
pealing or  so  modifyiog  its  edicts  as  that  they 
will  cease  to  violate  our-neutral  rights,  you  will 
tranunit  the  repeal,  properly  authenticated,  to 
General  Armstrong,  and,  if  necessary,  by  a  spe- 
cial messeozer,  and  you  will  hasten  to  transmit  it 
aLto  to  this  Department.    With  great  respect,  dec. 

R.SMITH. 

WlLUAM  PlNKNCT,  Eftq. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkaey. 

DeFARTM BUT  OF  STATB, 

July  17  1810. 

Sim:  Yoo  will  herewith  receive  duplicates  of 
my  letters  to  you  of  the  13th,  16th,  and  30th  June, 
mod  2J  and  5th  of  July. 

Thia  despatch  you  will  receive  from  Lieuten- 
•nl  Speace  of  the  Navy,  who  is  to  proceed /rom 
New  York  in  the  sloop  of  war  the  Horneti    This 

Soblic  vessel  has  been  ordered  to  England  and  to 
*ranee,  not  only  lor  the  purpo^  of  transmrftting 
despatches  to  yoo,  and  to  our  functionary  at 
Parin,  but  for  the  further  purpose  of  affording  you, 
mm  well  as  him,  a  safe  opportunity  of  ctHtveying 
to  this  Department,  before  the  next  meetinr  of 
Congress,  full  information  of  the  ultimate  policy, 
in  relation  to  the  United  States*  of  the  Goverar 
meats  of  England  and  France.  And  with  a  view 
to  insure  her  return  to  the  United  States  in  due 
season ,4ier  comma ndingoflScer  has  received  orders 
not  to  remain  in  any  port -of  Europe  af^er  the  Ist 
day  of  October  nex#.  With  respect,  therefore,  to 
the  time  you  will  detain  Mr.  Spence  in  London, 
you  will  be  infloenceJ  by  the  information  which 
you  may  receive  from  him  as  to  the  orders  he 
may  hare  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Hornet.    I  baye  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.  ' 

R.  SMITH. 
William  Pimkicet,  Esq. 


Mr.  Plnkney  to  Mr.  Smith, 

LoMDONi  July  23,  1810. 

Sib:  I  followed  up  the  conversation  with  Lord 
Wellesley,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  Gih  in- 
stant, with  a  short  note,  of  which  a  co)iy  is  en- 
closed^ requesting  information  concerning  the 
intention  of  this  Government  to  send  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  without  delay,  to  the  United 
8tate»,as  the  successor  of  Mr*  Jackson. 

Reflection  seems  to  have  suggested  to  Lord 
Wellesley  some  objectionsj  which  did  not  occur 
in  the  course  of  our  conlerence,  to  giving  this 
information  in  an  official  manner. 

I  was  aware  of  this  on  Saturday  last,  but  was 
not  willing  to  forego  a  written  communication 
on  a  matter  which  had  taken  a  character  of  some 
delicacy  and  importance. 

Lord  WelleNley  has  endeavored  to  avoid  his 
own  difficulty  and  mine,  by  sending  me  the  let- 
ter (marked  "*  private")  of  which  I  hav^  now  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy. 

As  this  letter  is  in  conformity  with  his  verbal 
assurances  in  conferences,  and  appears  to  leave 
DO  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  point  to  which  it 
relates,  1  do  npt  suppose  that  I  can  properly  un- 


dertake to  question  its  suQciency,  either  by  press- 
ing for  a  more  formal  communication,  or  by 
taking  the  step  which  your  insjructions  of  the 
23d  of  May,  in  certain  circumstances,  prescribe 
to  me. 

I  still  believe  that  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake 
will  very  soon  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

\  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
(on  the  21st  instant,  by  Mr.  Henry  Izard,)  of  yuor 
letters  of  13th  and  16ih  of  last  month;  and  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  the  pri- 
uate  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  received  ai-  the 
same  time.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  ^. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pinkney*s  despatch  of  Jalj  33.] 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Welledey. 
Qrbat  Cumbebland  Placb,  ./iu/^  7, 1810. 

Mt  Lobd:  In  pursoatice.  of  the  conversation 
whioh  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Lord- 
ship on  the  6ih  instant,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
quest information,  which  I  am  sure  will  \ie  read- 
ily-given,  concerning  the  intention  of  His  Ma- 
jestjr's  Government  to  send  a  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  United  States,  as  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Jackson. 

Jl  have  qo  doubt  that  it  is  intended  to  send  such 
a  successor  without  delay,  as  one  of  the  means  of 
restoring  and  maintaining  the  friendly  relations 
of  the'  two  countries ;  but  I  shall,  nevertheless, 
be  glad  to  be  authorized  by  your  Lordship  to 
make  a  communication  to  that  effect  to  my 
Qoyernment.    1  have  the  honor  to  be.  dee. 

WILLIAM  PJNKNEY. 

The  Mab^uib  WsLLESLrir,  dbc. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney*s  despatch  of  July  S8.3 
.  Lord  WelltMikej  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Apslet  Hoosb.  July  22, 1810. 
Sir:  I  think  it  may  be  dtffi:ult  to  enter  upon 
the  subject  of  your  liijst  note,  (reapectiog  the  di- 
plomatic rank  of  oUr  Minister  in  America,)  in 
any  official  form. 

But  1  have  no  difficulty  in  assuring  you,  that 
il  is  my  intention  immediately  to  recommend  the 
apjpoimmeot  of  an  Bnvoj  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  to  the 
United  States. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WBLLBSLEY. 
William  Pin cnbt,  Esq.,  4bc. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  August  14,  1810. 
Sir:  As  Lord  Wellesley  still  withheld  his 
long-expected  answer  to  my  note  of  the  30(h  of 
April,  respecting  the  British  blockades  anterior  to 
the  Berlin  decree,  and  his  written  overture  in  the 
case  of  the  Chesapeake,  I  sent  him  on  the  8(h 
instant  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  No 
importunity  had  before  been  spared  which  it  be- 
came me  to  use. 

I  need  not  trouble  you  with  comments  00  the 
obvious  unwillingness  of  this  Qoverament  to 
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touch  the  first  mentiooed  subject,  or  anythinsr 
eonnecied  with  its  principles  and  practice  re* 
apecting*  blockades,  or  with  the  system  of  thi 
Orders  in  Council.  Justice  and  policy  both  in- 
Tite  it  to  gi?e  the  declaration  which  I  have  re- 
quired ;  and  ceriainly  nothing  has  been  omitted 
on  my  part  to  induce  it  to  take  that  course.  I 
fear,  however,  that  the  declaration  will  be  de- 
elined,  unless,  indeed.  Lord  Wellesley  should 
continue  to  evade' my  application,  by  returning 
no  answer  to  it — a  new  practice,  I  think,  which. 
littivHo  be  commended  as  it  is,  must,  I  presumed 
if  persisted  in  here,  be  reciprocated  in  America. 

II  is  truly  8urprii*iog  that,  in  the  ca^e  of  the 
Chesapeake,  there  should  be  the  same  backwatd- 
neaa.  1  aan  conjecture  no  motive  for  this  hesita- 
tion to  propose,  in  wriiinj;,  terms  arranged  in 
conference  between  Lord  Wellesley  and  myself, 
in  an  affair  which  it  ts  the  manifest  iauirest  of 
England  10  settle  as  soon  as  ppssible.  It  is  now 
almost  six  weeks  since  Lord  Wellesley  lastat^ 
sured  me  (as  he  had  before  more  than  once  at 
aured  me)that  he  would' put  tqe  in  possesi^ion  of 
his  formal  overture  in  this  case  immediattiy.  He 
knows  that  you  have  been  made  oflieiatly  ac- 
quainted with  that  assurance ;  for  I  thoiufht  it 
advisable  to  submit  to  his  perusal  before  it  was 
transmitted  (for  the  purpose  principally  of  avoid- 
ing misunderstandings }  my  short  letter  to  you  of 
the  6tb  of  last  montb,  which  states,  that  ^i»  the 
business  of  the  Cbeeapeal^e,  he  will  write  to  me 
in  a  few  days  j,^  and  turiber,  that  in  that  buai' 
Bess  *M  do  not  expect  any  difficulty^'' 

There  can  be  no  miscotfceptioo  as  to  the  terms 
to  be' offered;  for^  besides  that  tbey  were  stated 
with  great  precision  in  the  conference  alluded  to 
in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  6ih  ultimo,  as  well.ts 
in  several  antecedent  interviews,  I  wrote  Lord 
Wellesley,  the  day  after  that  conference,  a  pri- 
vate note,  of  which  a  copy  is  now  transmitted, 
enclosing  a  memortndnm  hi  pencil  of  the  terms 
which  (exclusive  of  any  f^ril^r  nfiark  of  displea«^ 
aure  to  Admiral  Berkeley,  very  decidedly  dist 
couraged  by  Lord  Wellesle.y)  "^  had  been  spoken 
of  in  uur  different  conversations  as  fit  to  be  pro- 
posed." I  do  not  find  that  C  retained  any  copy  df 
the  memorandum  in  pencil ;  hot  the  terms  (agree- 
ing in  sub^rtance  with,  those  to  which  I  informed 
you.  in  my  letter  of  the  13th  of  June  last,  Lord 
Wellesley  had  no  objection,)  were  to  this  effect: 

l«t.  The  overture  to  contain  such  a  recital,  or 
statement,  as  is  found  in  Mr.  Erskine's  letter  to 
you  of  the  17th  April,  180^  of  the  prompt  disa- 
vowal by  His  Britannic  Majesty  of  the  unau- 
thorized act  of  his  naval  officer,  whose  recall,  as 
a  mark  of  the  King^s  displeasure,  from  a  highly 
important  and  honorable  command,  immediately 
ensued. 

2d.^  To  offer  without  any  reservation  the  res- 
toratfon  of  the  men  to  the  ships  from  which  they 
were  forcibly  taken. 

3d.  To  offer  without  any  reservation,  and  as 
part  of  the  terms  of  the  international  adjustment, 
a  suitable  pecuniary  provision  for  the  families  of 
the  persons  slain  in  the  attack,  and  for  the  wcfund- 
ed  survivors. 


It  was  moreover  understood,  that  the  pipn 

f»rofferittg  these  terms  would  not  contaiotbeal* 
ostiins  which  have  heretofore  occasioned  eobir- 
rassment;  that  the  whole  affair  would  be nada 
to  take  the  most  friendly  character ;  ind  thii  I 
<»hould  be  at  hberty  to  express  in  my  reply  (otbe 
overture,  if  I  thought  fit,  the  expectation  of  ay 
Government  as  to  the  further  punishoieot  of  Ail- 
miral  Berkeley. 

I  ought  to  add  that,  in  all  my  eoofer^ttioa 
with  Lord  Wellaatey  on  the  ease  of  theCbM- 
peake,  be  has  shawa  not  only  a  disposiiioo  buu 
wish  to  acQommodate  it,  and  thai  I  am,  ibera- 
fore,  the  more  astamshed  at  the  delay  whieh  lii 
taken  place. 

In  a  few  days  I  intend  to  ceaew  my  eflbru  to 
a  copclustoo,  and  to  obtain  'an  answer  of  fme 
sort  to  my  letter  o(  the  dOtb  of  April.  I  im  sol- 
ficiently  inclined  to  preseot  a  strong  paper  apoi 
both  sabj[ects;  but  in  the  actual  pottareofi^ 
fairs^aad  in  the  absence  of  sock  iostroctioiisfroa 
ypu  as  would  counteaanee  such  a  step,  1  liiiokii 
my  ^uty  to  forbear  a  Mtle  longer. 

It  i«  i^t  impossible  that  Lord  Weiletley^sbiek- 
wardneas  4q  close  the  ca»e  of  the  Ghesapeikc 
wiih  me,  may  arise  from  a  desire  that  it  sboiid 
be  adjusted  in  America  through  the  new  Miiii- 
ttr<  If  this  ware  so,  however,  he  coaW  hareao 
iaducemeat  to  conceal  it  from  me,  sioee  he  ii 
aware  that  I  have  always  eateruiaedtheiiae 
desire. 

When  I  see  him  I  will  advert  to  tki&  IfB 
not  yet  ablie  to  say  poMtively  who  the  DevMia- 
isler  will  be.  •  Lord  — —  and  some  9\htn  we 
spoken  of.  Lord  Wdlealey  has  givea  ae  to 
other  wriiteo  information  on  the  subject  tbtnii 
contained  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  uliiiBO,  alredj 
cortimuaioattid  to  yoii.  His  verbal  ioforoKioi 
has  been  of  the  same,  etkci,  with  tbts  edditiiWi 
that  he  retained  hiit  opinion  (mentiooed  ioRiy 
-unofficial  letter  to  you  of  the  4tb  of  Janoarir 
l^st,)  that  the  Minister  to  America  ouxbt^^H 
man  of  rank.  As  far  as  may  be  prudeai,  I  im 
not  fjijl  to  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  expe<iw 
the  appointment.  , 

The  letter  from  General  Armstrong,  to  who 
my  letter  of  the  8th  insunt  to  Lord  Wt"wl«T 
alludes,  is  dated  the  24th  of  July;  ind  expire 
his  wish  that  the  declaration  of  the  British  Gar- 
ernment  o6nceming  the  bloctaides  may  be  ob- 
tained and  forwarded  without  dehiy. 

I  have  the  honor,  dtc.  _.,«^ 

WILLIAM  PWKNBT. 

Hon.  RouBRT  SmiTb,  dbc. 

Mr.  Pil^ej  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Lownoif,  AugvH  18, 1810. 
Sir:  I  enclose  the"  Times"  newupAper of  W" 
morning,  containing  a  copy  of  a  French  decree 
of  the  8lh  instanr,  and  of  a  letter  of  ^\fr^ 
date  from  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign  Attii" 
to  General  Armstrong.    The  last  is  a  most  jjd- 
pjrunt  paper,  of  which  I  hope  to  rcceire,  wiw 
out  delay,  an  official  commuoicatioo. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be.  dtc.       _  .^m-v 
WILLIAM  finSMST 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1186 


lawafDisL 


1186 


MatioM^M^  fhretti  Britmn. 


If  r.  Pinknagr  to  Mr.  Bivltli. 

London,  iitigiif^  31, 161Q. 
Sir:  I  hare  just  received  t  cemmaBicfttiOn 
Irom  Qen^ral  ArittslroAg,  daMd  tl^e  6th  iaafaot, 
annoattctBg  the  absolate  re^oemtioq  of  tbe  Bertia 
mod  .IfHan  d^r«e«,  and  bafe,  in  cosseqa^nctf, 
aem  a  note  to  Lord  WeUesie^Ti  reqaesting  to  see 
liim.  I^d'Wdtesley  is  oat  of  town,  but  will,  it 
is  said,  retaro  lo-ntglit  or  to  morrow  oorniog. 

General  Armsiroog  has  not  transmitted  any 
€opy  «f  the  official  ootice  oMBfiooed  4o  bjs  k^ 
tor ;  bat,  I  fNresame,  it  is  tbe  same*  wi|b  tbat  pubt- 
lisbed  in  tbe  <^  MdiiHor^  of  the  9tb,  of  w&ich.  I 
'  am  in  possession,  and  with  which  the  quotatioa 
in  General  Armstrong's  letter  agrees.    .  ^ 

I  do  not  know  wh^berbisconstruotioil  of  chat 
dk>cumeat  will  be  tbotwht  here  to  be  liable  to.any 
objectibiis.  ,  I  think  it Tai possible,  however,  that, 
upon  any  ^nterpretatioa  of  H,  thjs  Qovefnmeiit 
ei|a  hesitate  to  repeal  its  Ordeirs  ia  CkmoeiL  ' 

A  copy  of  Oengral  Anustrong'rletter  to  vo»  ir 
eaeloaed.    1  have  the  hon.br  to  be,  dec. 

WILLIAM  PJNKNBY. 
[Endossd  in  the  preceding  letter.] 
CopjF  of  General  ArmstroDgf  8  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 
'        ,       PARI8,illigt«*r6,  181P.. 

Sir:  I  have  the  hooor  to  ioform  you  that  His 
Maje^y,'the  Emperor  and  King,  has  been  pleased 
to  revoKe  his  deerees  of  Berlin  aod  Milan.  Of 
thU  interesting  fact  I  had  tnis  tboroing  a  lirrittea 
and  official  potice.  in  t3ie  follpwing  words,  viz^ 
^Je  suis  abtoris^i.  voos  declarer,  monsieur,  que 
les  dterets  de  Berlia  et  de  MrUn  seat  rivoquis, 
et  qu'ltdater  du  ler  Novembre  ik  c^aserontd'avoir 
leur  cflfet."* 

Sincerely  hoping  that  yoa  maybe  able  to  torn 
this  circamstaa^te  (o  seoie  asefai  aocoant,  I  for- 
ward it  per  triplicate. 

1  am,«tr,:with  great  respect,  dbc.    ' 

£*  Translation'.] 

I  am. authorized  to  declare  to  you,  sir^  thai  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  aod  Milan  are  revoked,  aod 
that  after  the  1st  of  November  ihey  will  cease  to 
jhave  effect.    .  ^' 

[This  note  war  received  at  the  Dej^rtaient  of 
State  on  the  11th  of  November.] 

[Sefened  to  in  Mr.  Pfaikney's  despatch,  Aug.  SI,  1810.] 
General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Ptnkm^. 

Pari8|  4ugii»t  7, 1810.  , 

Sir  :  I  hazarded  a  line  or  t#Q  yesterday,  by 
the  way  6f  Morlaix,  merely  to  inform  yoo  that 
tbe  Imperial  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  at 
last  given  up.  I  now  send  you,  by  a  more  direct 
conveyance,  a  copy  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore^s  let- 
ter to  me  ol  the  Dih  iasunt. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

JOHN  Armstrong:  -- 

Batraet  of  a  letter  flrom  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 
London,  Friday^  AuguBt  24, 1810. 
I  transmit  a  copy  of  my  answer,  formed, -upon 
f  ottT  recant  inatrnctionsjto  Lord  Wellesley's  noti* 
nth  Com.  3d  Scss.— 38 


fieatmnof  the  blockade  of  Corfu.  Is  it  aoi  woslhy 
of  reflection,  whether  an  attempt  to  blockade  aa 
entire  sea  like  the  Adriatic  should  not  be  pro- 
tested against,' whatever  may  be  the  force  em- 
ployed in  closing  the  passage  to  it? 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  despatch  of  August  34.] 
Prom  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 
Great  Cumberland  Place, 

August  21, 1810. 
,  Mt  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  official  bote  of  the  18th  instanLcomauni- 
eating  the  resolution  of  the  British  Government 
to  establish  a  blockade  of  the  canal  of  Corfu,  and 
shall  not  fail  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  me^u  time  I  take  theJibertv,  in  pursu* 
ance  of  the  sentiments  of  tbe  Presioent  hereto- 
fore signified  to  me,  to  observe  to  your  Lordship 
that,  as  a  blockade  cissentially  implies  a  force  on 
the  spot  for  the  purpose,  and  as  the  notificatipa  . 
required  in  the  case  mfist  be  a>varniog  to  neutral 
tn^dejrs  of  the  fact  that  a  blockade  exists,  the  com- 
nHiaication  which  your  Lordship  has  made  to  me 
derives  its  title  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
United  States  from  the  supposition  that  it  was 
meant  a^a  friendly  premonition,. which,  though 
imposing  of  its^f  no  legal  restraint  on  neutrals, 
nor  inducing  aby  penal  consequences,  might  use- 
fully influence  tne  course  of  their. mercao tile  ex- 
peditions. In  (his  siense  the  communicatipn  will 
be  received  bjr  the  President,  as  a  mark  pf  that 
friendly  attention  wiMch  ought,  in  all  oases,  to  be 
reciprocally  maintained;  and  in  this  sense  the 
President  will  be  the  more  disposed  to  re|^rd  the 
communication,  as  a.  different  one  would  contra- 
4ict  the  definition  of  a  blockade,  and  of  the  reqoi* 
site  notification,  thereof,  contained  in  the  orders 
of  the  British  Government  td  Commodore  Hood 
and  tl^e  Judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Qourts,  as 
communicated  to  the  American.  Government  by 
Mr.  ^erry,  on  tbe  12ih  of  April,  1804. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^:. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  MARania  op  Welleslby,  d^c. 

[Referred  to  in,Mr.  Pinksef'*  letter  of  8ept  8, 1810. 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

GRBAt  CUMBBRLAIID  PlU^CB, 

ilug^  25, 1810. 
My  LoRBt  I  have  the  (lono^  to  state  to  yonr 
Lordship  that  1  have  received  from  General  Arm- 
strong, Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  a  letter,  bearing  date  the  6th  in- 
stant, in  which  he  informs  me  thai  the  Govern- 
ment of  Prance  has  revoked  tbe  decrees  of  Berlin 
aod  Milan,  and  that  be  hat  received  a  written  and 
official  notice  of  that  fact  in  the  fdllowiag  words : 
^  Je  sois  AQloris^  h  voos  declarer,  que  les  d^creu 
de  B^HiA  et  de  Milan  soat  r^voau^,  et  qa'A  daler 
du  ler,  November  ils  oesseront  d'avoir  leur  eflfet." 

I'  I  take  for  ^[ranted  that  the  revocation  of  the 
Bcitish  Orders  in  Council  of  January  aad  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  and  April,  1809,  and  of  all  other  orders 
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dq)eodeot  upon,  analogoas  to,  or  in  exeoutioa  of 
them,  will  follow  of  -coarse  \  nod  I  shall  hope  to 
be  enabled  by  your  Lordship,  with  as  Utile  delay 
ar possible,  to  annouoee  to  my  Goveroment  that 
iueh  rerocatioD  has  lakeD  place. 

I  hare  the  honor  ^6  be*  dee. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  Marquis  WellesleV,  &c.  .    . 


Mr.  Plnkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  Augtat  29,  ISIO. 

Sir  :  I  dined  yesterday  with  Lord  Well«slev, 
and  found  that  be  had  only  returned  to  town  in 
the  morning.  He  still  complained  of  Indisposi- 
tion, but  it  certainly  could  not  be  considered  as 
unfitting  him  for  business.  In  a  ^hort  conversa^ 
tion  before  dinner,  he  told  me  that  my  note  respect* 
ing  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  should  be  men- 
tioned to  his  colleagues  to-day,  and  that  I  should 
hare  an  immediate  answer;  that  the  affair-of  the 
Chesapeake  '^  would  be  settled  to  my,  satisfac- 
tion ;''  that  be  beliered  be  should  recommend  to 
the  King  the  appointment  of  a  Mimster  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  United  States  either  this  wee^  or 
the  iiext;  that  he  had  two  persons  In  his  eye, 
(both  men  of  high  rank,)  but  that  he  could  not 
with  propriety  name  them  to  me  at  presents  As 
'  far  as  the  opportunity  jiermitt^d,  I  urged  prompti- 
tude on  all  these  suh^ecis  as  indispensable,  and 
expressed  my  confidepce  thiait  they  woilild  be  dis- 
posed of  in  season  for  the  approacning  meeting  of 
Congress. 

You  perceire  that,  notwithstanditig  past  prom- 
ises, nothing  has  yet  be^n  done,  and  that  ,tbere  is 
no  security  that  we  shall  har«  anything  but 
promises.  I  am  truly  disgusted  with,  this ;  and 
would,  if  I  followed  my  own  inclination,  put  a 
speedy  end  to  it.  It  is  better,  howerer^  to  do 
nothing  of  an  irritating  nature,  until  this  gov- 
ernment has  had  full  time  to  act  upon  my  note 
of  the  25tb.  Eren  if  it  should  dechne  to  repeal 
the  Orders  in  Couifcil,  (which  I  ain  told  is  quite 
possible,)  a  moderate  course  qn  m^^  part  will  have 
thetecomrmendatioo  of  putting  it  more  cleaxly  ia 
the  wrong. 

If  it  should  decli^f  to  repeal,  the  Presidentmay 
be  asBured  that  I  wilj^nc^t  fail  to  present  such  a 
pi^per  as  condiict  so  extraordinary  will  demand ; 
and,  if  further  delays  are  efifected,  that  I  shdU  re- 
monstrate in  rery  de<iided  terms. 
.    I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dec.' .  "^ 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  RoBiTRT  Smith. 


Lord  Welledey  to  Mr.  P&nkney. 

PoRBiON  OfpicCj  Augugt  31,  laiO. 

Sib:  I  bare  the  hooor  tot ackoowladgv  the  re^ 
ctipt  of  your  letter  under  date  the  25th  instant. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1808.  His  Majesty's 
Minister  in  Aiaerica  declared  to  the  Qarernment 
of  th^  United  States^  "  His  Majesty's  earnest  de- 
sire to  see  the  commerce  of  the  world  restored  to 
that  freedom  which  is  necessary  for  its  pros- 
perity, and  his  readiness  to  abandon  (he  system 


which  had  been  forced  upon  himj  wbeoefer  Ue 
enemy  ahbuLd  retract  the  principles  which,  iiid 
rendered  it  necessary." 

I  ain  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to  rqimtkat 
declaration,  and  to  assure  you  that  whencrettbt 
repeal  of  the  Fr^ncb"  decrees  shall  hare  tctmllf 
taken  efiect,  and  the  cpmmeHse  of  Beatniatuni 
shall  hare  been  restored  tothecooditionioviuei 
it  £loo4  previously  to  the  promulgaiioa  of  tlw 
decrees.  His  Majesty  will  feel  the  highest  ads 
faction  in  relinqti^shtog  a  system  which  diecoi- 
duct  of  the  enemy  compelled  him  to  adopt 
.    I  bare  the  hoaot  to  -be.  dbc 

^:       WELLE8LEY. 

Wm.  PmjtNSY:,  Ea^.' . 

'   '    ,      '  Mr.  Pinkncy  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Lot«i>ON9  September  3, 1810. 
Sir:  l^ord  Welksiey  sebt  me  hisaaswerjw- 
terday  to  my  note  of  the  ddth  iilthno^  respecik{ 
the  Berlin  and  Milan,  decrees.  I  hasten  tQtiw- 
mit  a  copy, of  ft.  A  copy  shall  be  seat  widMQt 
delay  to  General  Armstrong. 
I'  haVe  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

'  WM.  PINOJEY. 

'     Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Armstroog.    • 

LoNpoK,  i8Se^«m5er3,.l810. 

Sik:  I  received  yesterday  from  Lord  WeUokj 
an  answer,  dated  the  aist  of  last  moo(li,toBj 
note  of  ihe.25ib,  in  whicb  I  commooittte^'to 
him' the  purport  of  your  lettet  to  meof  ikeStb. 
respecting  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreet;  tod  I 
hasten  to  put  you  in  possession  (byaspeeiiliMs- 
seoffer)  of  a-^opy  of  eslcfa  of  those  ptpefs.tobe 
used  according  to  your  -discretion.. 

It  is.  extremely  desirable  that  I  sboaM  hft 
without  loss  of  time,  tbe  benefit  of  sack  reflec- 
tions upon  this  answer  as  you  may  be  disposed 
to  far  or  me  with,  and  of*  such  informstioii,ctlea- 
lat^d  to  regulate  my  coarse  with  regirdtoii,ts 
your  local  position  may  enable  you  to  foroisb. 

Your  letters  of  the  0th  and  7th  uhim©  cam 
in  represejiting^  (with  perfect  propriety,  I  tbisi,) 
that  the  rerocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Mflii  de- 
crees is  to  take  effedt  oftaofit/ely  after  tbe  lit, « 
Norember,  and  I  hare  so  put  it  to  the  Britisb 
Goremment.  You  will  le^  me  know  if  aay  «J« 
^whicb  I  do  not  in  th^  least  suspect)  has  bka 
discorer^d  in  this  representation,  or  if  it  is  ik^ 
sary  that  the  subject  should  be  brought  before 
this  Government,  in  any  other  form  thsn  tait 
which,  loo^ng'to  your  representation,  1  bwe 
chosen.  . 

You  ^ill  perceire  that  the  pledge  conuined  in 
Lord  Wellesley'^  answer  is  referred  to  the  period 
when  the  repeal  of  the  French  edicU  shall  hiTe 
actually  taken  effect,  and  the  commerce  of  neu- 
tral nations  shall  h)ire  been  restored  to  the  con- 
dition in  which  those  edicts  found  it.  In  case 
there  is  nothing  equirbcal  in  these  last  expr»* 
sions,  the  pledge  is.  I  presmne,  sufficient  for  lae 
present,  if  the  recall  of  the  French  deciaea  <!«» 
not  depend  oa  a  oondition  precedeat,  ai  torn 
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iia7e  supposed.  If,  on  |be  otber  hand,  it  isiin- 
derstood  that,  before  the  French  repeal  is  to  take 
effect,  namely,  ))efore  the  1st  or^of  November, 
Qreat  Briuin*  mast  revoke  her  Orderrin  Council, 
so  that  tbe  orders  shall  cease  to  operate  at  tbe 
tame  moment  whh  Ihe  decrees ;  or,  if  it  is  under- 
atood  that  the  British  blockades,  to  which  France 
objects,  (that  of  .May.  1806,  for  example,.)  oiust 
be  recalled,  or  declared  not  to  be  in  force,  before 
the  same  period  \  th^h,  undoubtedly^  the  pledge, 
is  nothing.  If  the  pledge  is  sufficient,  we. hKve 
only  to  let-the  matter  rest  until  November.  If  it' 
is  insufficient,  L. cannot  be  too  soon ^oiployed  in 
taking  a  ueiir  course. , 

I  oi^ht  to  mention^  however,  that  I  am  now 
preparing  a  note  to  Lord  Wellesley,  to  be  pre- 
sented in  a  few  days,  concerning  the  blockaides. 
This  step  is  proper,  and.  I  think;  indispensable, 
whether  the  revoca^on  or  the  decrees  of  Fr&noe 
depends  up/^n  those  blockadcfd  being  put  out  pf 
the  way^or  not. 

Begging  ypu  to  let  me  hear  from  you  as  Soon 
as  convenient,  I  am,^  sir,  with  great  respect  and 
cohsideratiook  dbc*     ^  •    *   ^ 

WM.  PINKNEY- 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smiths 

LoNnoif.  September  4,  1810.  . 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letters  by  Lieu* 
tenant  Spence.  Their  dates  are  as  follows :  17th 
July,  1810;  5ih  July,  (original  apd  duplicate;) 
2d  July,  (original  and  duplicate ;)  30th  Tune, 
(original  and  duplicate })  16th  June,  (dunlicat^,. 
the  o/iginal  had  been  received  before.j)  13th 
Jnne;'(dupnca5e,  the  original  had  already  been 
received.)  .  ,-    '  •' 

I  have  only  time,  to  add,  that  th^  re[^eal  of  th^ 
French  decrees  (as  communicated  to  me  by  Qen* 
cral  Armstron^r,^  and  the  rej^ly  of  Lord  Wellesley 
of  the  31st  ult.,  to  my  communication  on.  that 
subject,  do  not  appear  to  me  to  take  away  the  ne- 
cessity of  executing  the  instructions  contained  in 
your  letters  of  the  2d  and  5th  of  July,  relative  to 
the  British  blockades,  although,  they  may  afi5eet 
the  manner  of  ^executing  those  instruction^  The 
Dotfe,  which  I  intep^  t<>  present  on  this  occasion, 
will  be  ready  in  a  day  or  two,  and  shaH  be  sent 
in  immediately. .  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc. 
.  WM.  PINKNEY. 

P.  S.  Lord  Wellesley  sent  me «  npesaage  yes- 
terday, throttffb  Mr«  Hamilton,  that,  if  I  still 
wished  to  sea  him  on  the  subject  of  my  late  com^ 
moniaation,  he  would  recfeive  me  (O-dlky.  I  re- 
plied that  I  had  no  wish  to  aed  him  on  that-  sub- 
ject, hot  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  write  him  a 
note  oftoB  it  hereafter.  I  mean  to  confine  myself 
as  much  as  possible  to  written  intercourse  with 
Lord  Wellesley. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Kr.  Pinkney  to  Wt.  Smith. 

LoNOON,  &p<em&er  7. 1810.^ 
Sitt :  It  has  been  supposed  here,  that  the  notifi- 
cation of  a  blockade  of  the  *'  Canal  of  Corfu,"  00 


the  18th  of  last  month,  was  intended  to  oloae  the 
Adriatic ;  and  the  English  newspapers,  as  yoa 
will  have  perceived,  so  represented  it;  In  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  20ih  tut.,  comnivnicatiag  a 
copy  of  tnat  notification,  I  have  adopted  this  coa- 
struction,  which  nofxr  appears  to  be  erroneous. 
The  "canal,"  to  which  the  notification  is  now 
understood  to  apply,  is  the  narrow  passage  to  the 
eastward- of.  Corfu. 
^   I  have  the  honor  'to  be,  d^c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 
RipBERT  €|mith^  Esq*)  4c. 

Mr.  Pinkhey  to  Mr.  Smith.  , 

{  Lofij»ON,  JSejA^mber  15, 1810. 
.  Sib  :  I  send,  eiMlosedi  a  cop/ of  a  second, letter 
which  I  have  Wiritten -to  Loird  We;)leeley,  impact- 
ing .the  /stoppage  o£  American  vessels  attempting 
to  pasa^  the  Sound,  together  with  a  cop^  of  toe 
protest  6{  tbe  master  of  the  American  ship  Alert, 
mentioned  in  that  letter^  whieh  ^s  well  entitled  to 
your  atientton.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinknej's  letter  of  Sept.  15,'  1810.] 

Mr.  Fmkney  to  Loid  WeUasley. 

Great  CoMBfeRLANo  Place, 
September  16, 1810. 

Mt  Lobo:  In  my  hote  of  the  1st  instant^  I  had 
the  hohpr  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  it  had 
been  staged  to  me>  in  a  letter  f>om  Gottenburg, 
that,  in  consequence  of  some  mi^9nception  of  the 
effect  of  the  order  for  establishing  a  blockade  of 
EtsinoTQ  in  May  last,  American  vessels  had  re- 
cently been  pre  Ven tied  from  passing  the  ^ound  by 
the  English  .naval  force  in  that  quarter ;  and  I 
requested,  that,,  if  thb  statement  was  correct, 
such  explanations  might  be  transmitted  to  the 
British  Commander,  as  might,  at  least,  confine 
the  blockade  in  questioa  to  the  port  against  which 
it  had  been  professedly  instituted. 

As  I  have  not  receiveditny  answer  to  that  note^ 
and,  consequen,tly,  do  not  know  whether  any  or- 
der has  bee?  j^iven  to  remove  the  interruption 
which  it  mentions,  I  feel  it  to  be  necessary  to  lay 
before  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  original  pro- 
test of  the  master  of^  the  American  ship  Alert, 
which  appears  to  establish  the  existence  of  that 
interruptioo  in  a  form  as  exceptionable  as  it  could 
possibly  assume. 

'  Whatever  may  be  the  groubd  upon  which  Sir 
James  Saumarezhas  thousht  fit  to  issue  his  or- 
ders to  close  the  passage  of  the  Sound  to  Ameri- 
can vessels,  returning  m  the  prosecution  of  a  law- 
ful trade  to  the  United  States,  or  proceeding  in  a 
contrary  direction,  your  Lordship  will,  I  am  per- 
stiaded,  think  with  me,  that  my  Government  has 
a  fair  claim  to  be  made  acquainted,  either  through 
me,'or  through  such  other  chanael  as  your  Lord- 
ship may  deem  more  proper,  with  the  intentiona 
of  the  £&itl$h  Government  on  the  subject. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  particular  circum- 
stancea  of  the  case  which  has  mainly  produced 
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It.  tad  to  the  redress  which  those  circiimstaiices 
pimioly  require. 

The  Alert  has  been  seized  and  dent  to  Eng- 
land bf  the  Afriea  for  9alwige,  The  peril  from 
whieh  she  was  saved— if  she  was  s^ red  from  an'y 
peril — was  created  by  the  kijostice  of  the  captor- 
iBff  ressel,  in  torning  h^r  (roln  the  regular  course 
oiher  homeward  Toyage. 

That  the  coiAmaiuler  of  the  AiVica',  or  those 
under  whom  he  acted,  should  he  responsible  io' 
the  Otrabst  for  the  loss  occasioned  by  that  injos*. 
tice,  seems  to  be  perfectly  rcttsonable ;  but  it  ^ 
difficult  to  imagine  in  what  iKfay  he  can  expect 
to  derive  from  it  a  right  to  inflame  the  loss  for  his 
own  advantage.  ^J  trust  that  the  attempt  will  be 
repressed  in  a  suitable  mannef^^  and  that,  in  j^aoe 
of  salvage  to  be  paid  by  the  injured  neut^l,  com- 
pensation will,  in  sometnode  or  other,  be  awarded 
to  bim  for  the  danoages  he  hasbeehjnade  to 
aostnin.  .      ^         :     - 

The  impressment,  on  board  the  Alert,  of  fbn^ 
American  seamen  by  the  Africn,  cannot  be  passed 
unnoticed.  This  abuse  could  not  fait  to  be  inter- 
esting under  jeiny  oircumsunces;,  but,  on  this  oc- 
casion,  (supposing  the  epclosed  narrative  tb  be 
true,)  it  i^  not  oniy  characterized  by  an  utter  dis<^ 
regard  of  the  rights laf  the-Annrican  Government, 
and  by  the  oppressibn  of  its  citizens,  but  is  prac- 
tised under  a  show  of  friendly  protection^  and  ag- 
gravated by  every  practical  wrong  which  could 
well  be  associated  with-  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc, 

WM.PlNKNEY.  ; 

Mr,  Pinktiey  to  Lord  Wettesley. , 

GttJSAT  CcnnsBRlAirn  Place, 

Sepi^n^ber  21, 1810. 

Mt  Loan :  On  the  30th  of  April  last,  I  had  (he 
honor  to  address  a  note  to  your  Ijordship,  }n 
which' upon  the  inducements  whicb  it  stated,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  inquire  whether  th^re  was  any 
objection,  on  the  part  of  His  Majefstj^'s  Govern- 
ment, to  a  revocation,  or  to  a  declaratfon  that 
they  were  no  longer  in  force,  of  the  British  block- 
ades of  France,  of  a  date  anterior  to.  the  Serlin 
decT^ee. 

In  a  second  note,  of  the  23d  of  June,  I  had  the 
honor  to  recall  your  Lordship's  «ttentiop  to  that 
inquiry,  and  to  add  that  my  Govern  men  tezpec  ted 
from  me  a  communication  upon  i.t  And  on  the 
.8ih  of  August,  it  was  amn  brought  to.  your 
Lordship's  recollection  in  tne  same  mode.  It  was^ 
moreover,  mentioned  in  several  conversations  af* 
ter  the  delivery  of  my  first  note,  which  had,  in 
fact,  been  preceded  by  verbal  explanations  oil  my 
part,  as  well  as  by  an  abortive  correspondence 
m  wHtiDg,.to  which  spme  of  those  explanations 
were  preparatory. 

If  I  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  for  my 
hitherto  unanswered  incjuiry,  the  notice  which  I 
had  flattered  myself  it  pnight  receive,  and  to  which 
I  certainly  thought  it  was  recommended  by  the 
plainest  considerations  of  policy  and  justice,  it 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  been  necessary  for  me 
to  trouble  yoOr  Lordshi](>  with  this  letter,  the  pur- 


pose of  which  IS  in  very  (ew  worda  to  renfnd 
His  Majesty's  Government,  in  pursiinnee  of  my 
instructions,  of  the  sentiments  and  expectatioas 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  respeeciag 
such  bh^ades  as  that  which  my  inqnirj  prinei- 


patlv  regarded. 
Thos( 


hose  sentiments  an^  exp^ctatiotis  are  ao  wefi 
explained  in  two  letters,  iVom  Mr.  Seeretarr  Mad- 
ison, of  the  27th  of  October,  1803,  to  Mr.  Thora- 
ton,  and  of  the  3d  of  June,  1806,  to  Sir.  Merry. 
th$it  very  little  npre  is  repaired,  in  the  ezeentioa 
of  my  instructjons  on  this  occasion^  than  that  I 
should  ref^  your  Lordship  to  the  copies  of  thoie 
letters,  which  are  herewith  transmitted 

y'our  Lordship  vA]\  'perceive;  that  the  strong 
and  conclusive  objections,  in  htw  and^  reason,  to 
be  found  in  those  pape^,rs,  (etpeclally  in  the  ust, 
which  was  occasioned  by  a  oommunicatioo  from 
the  British  Consul  at  N^w  York,  of  a  notice  from 
Commodore  Hood,  in  July,  1803,  that  the  Islaods 
of  Martinique  and  G%6dalonpe  were,  and  lor  some 
time  h^d  been,  blockaded,}  apply  to  several  Moek- 
ades  which  Great  Britain  has  lately  pretended  to 
estaUi/sh;  but  Iq  a. particular  manner  to  that  of 
May^  1806,  (from  the  Blbe  to  Breat,  inclusive)  to 
that  m  the  spring  of  18d8,  «^  the  whole  islaad  of 
Zealand;  and.  tot)M|t,  in  Mareh^  1809,  of  the  ities 
of  Mjaufcitius  and  Bourbon. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  eaa  dis- 
.cover  no  jtfkt  foundation 'for  these  and  6ther  nrn- 
ilar  attempts  to  blockade  entire  coasts,  by  nolii- 
cations  with  which  tb^  fact  has  no  corrospoo- 
denee*  it  views  them  as  unwarrantable  pfOhihi- 
:tion8  of  intercoulrse  rather  than  regular  blockato, 
and  as  resembling,  in  all  their  essential  qualities, 
the  extraordinary  decrees  and  orders  whidi,  for 
tlite  last  four  years,  have  nearly  ob|iteilited  every 
trace  or  Che4)tiblic  law  of  the  wprlo,  ^nd  diseaur- 
aged  b]r  n^^tis^c^  o^  hostile  tnterriiption,  and  pur- 
sued with  seizure  and  coafiscatioD  the  fklrest  and 
most  tnnocept  trade  of  neutral  merchants. 

It  may  now  be  hoped  that  those  decrees  and 
ordei-s  are  about  to  disappeax  (braver  ;  and  I  think 
I  may  presume  that,  as  my  Government  ek^ects, 
no  blockade^  like  that  of  May,  1806,  will  survive 
them. 

Your  Lordsliio  has  informed  me,  in  a  recent 
-note,  thkt  it  is  ^'  His  Majesty's  earnest  desire  to 
see  the  commerce' of  the.^orld  restored  to  that 
freedom  which  is  necessary  foi"  its  prospedty." 
And  I  cannot  suppose  that  diis  fre^om  is  mider- 
stpod  to  be  consistent  with  vut  consmactivehloek- 
adips.' which  may  be  so  expanded  at  pteasaveias, 
without  the  aid  of  any  new4evice,  toopmressand 
annihilate  every  trade  but  that  whieh^ngkod 
thinks  fit  to  license.  It  is  net,  I  anr  sbre,  to  mch 
fVeedom  that  your  Lordship  can  be  thought. to 
aimde. 

1  am  th^  more  inclined  to  be  confident  on  this 
pointj  because  I  have  now' before  me  a  well- 
known  official  exposition,  conceived  in  ternu  the 
most  exact,  of  the  British  doctrine  of  blockade,  as 
it  stood  in  ISOi^  oontained.  in  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Merry,  His  Majesty's  Minister  in  America,  to  the 
very  able  remonstmnce  above  mentioned  fom 
Mr;  Madison  to  Mr.  Thornton.  . 
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In  ibiit  rq|>ly  (of  the  13ih  of  Apnl^  18b40  it  » 
formnlly  aonoaDoed  to  tbe.  Go?eroift«ot  of  the 
United  StAteci,  *^  by  HU  Majesty's  command,  sig- 
nified to  Mtf  Merry  hy  the  pincipal  Sceretary  of< 
State  for  Fofeign  A0airs^  that,  ibr  redrc^ilkg  the 
grierance  complaiaed  of'  by  tho  American  Gov- 
ernment, orders  had  been  sent-  to  Commodore 
Hood  (and  tbe  necessary  directions  given  to  the* 
Vice-Admiralty  Courts  ia  the  West. Indies  and 
America)  "  not  to  consider  any  blQckad^  of  the 
islands  of  Martinique  and  Gaudaloupeas  existing, 
unless  in  respect  of  particular  ports  wtiicb  might 
be  actually  hivested  >  and  then  not  to  capture  tm^ 
sels  bound  to  such  pojrts,  unless  th^y  shbuld-pre- 
▼ioMsly  have  been  warned  npt  to  enter  them." 

It  is  natural  V  to  conclude,  that,  though  the 
** grievance.''  which  this  fran)L  conunanicatton 
eondeo^ne,  has  been  sinoe.so  oft^n  repeated,  as  al- 
most to  make  us  lose  sigh|  of  the  ilile  in  the  miMii- 
tude  of  its  violation^  your  Lords^bip  could.  jM^t 
speak  of  tbe  restoraiion  of  the  Just  freedom  of 
oonuqeree,  as  an  event  desired  by  QreatJBrLtain, 
without  some  referenoo  to  the  Uf  glee  ted  doetrine 
of  thii  pnper,  and  without  some  idea  of  reviving  it. 

With  regard  to  theblockadeqf  Maj,18Q6,^rre- 
gret  vthat  I  hare  Tailed  to  obtain  an  aumissijimf  ap- 
pAsently  warranted  by  factp,  and  invked>yroi(- 
Gumstaaces,  that  it  is  pot  in  force* 

Tour  Lordsbip'fl)  answers  t6  my  letteri».of  the 
15Eth  of  February  ami  7th  of  March  4aH«  appear 
to  justify  tbe  opinion  that  this.bloekade  suqkiatp 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  1807,  with  which  it  was 
Ifttrfectlj  coogenial«  Itea^  scarcely  be  saiii,that> 
since  the  pi;Qmutgation  ot  those  orders,  there  has 
been  even  a  show  of  maintaining  it,. as  an  aotual 
blockad^  by  a  stationary  force,  Adieqiiite  or  inad-r 
equate,  distribiKed  with  tha^  yiew  aUmg  the  im- 
mense line  of  coast  whieb  it  ^ected  to  embrace* 
And  if  it  has  not  been  conatanil^  so  maiatajined« 
nor  even  atteiapt^d  to  be  umintained*,  a&  an  aciufii 
blockade,  but  has  yielded  its  funotiona  since  1807 
to  Orders  in  CounciL  neither  heing.  iKur  profes-* 
sing  to  be,  actual  blockades,  it  may,limagine,i>e. 
verv  safely  asserted  that  it  exists  no  longer. 

B\it  as  this  conclusion  has  not  btea  adoj^iedi 
but  has  ratber  been  resisted  by  yotor  liOirdship,  it 
is  my  duty,  in  tran9mittiog.  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a^  f  ct  of  the  Congress  of  tbe  Uiaited  States^  pi«aed 
on  tbe  1st  of  May,  1810^  entitled  ^*  An  act  coa- 
cecniog  the  commercial  mtercoofse. between  the 
United  Stated  ai)d  Great  Bfitain  and  Frunce. 
and  their  dependencies^  and  for  other  purposes,^' 
to  state  to  your  Lordship  that  afi  annulment  .of 
the  blockade  pf  May,  1806^  is  considered  by  the 
President  to  be  as  mdispensabU^  in  the  view  of 
that  act,  as  the  revocation  of  the  Bcitiah  Orders 
in  Council.     I  haye  thd  honor  to.be,  ^ 

WM.  PJUNKPiBy. 


'     Mr.  Plnknej  to  Mr.  Sndth: 

London,  September  28, 1 810. 

Sir  :  I  have  already,  sent  you  a  copy  of  Lord 

Wellesley^s  reply  to  that  part  uf  my  letter  q£,  the 

15th  instant  which  particularhr  respected  the  case 

of  the  Alert.    The  amount  ot  that  reply  was,  that 


Gtorernment  eqM  not  iaterfere,  and  that  thee 
most  be*  left  to  the  Court  ef  Admiralty. 

I  now  transmit  his  answer  to  that  part  of  my 
letter  which  re^parded^the  effect  of  the  blockade  of 
EUsinore,  (as  it  ,was  iittefpreted  by  Sir  James 
Saumarez,)  on  the  paaM^  o£  the  Sound  {  from 
which  jt*  appears  that  it  i«  net  yet  intended  to 
close  that  passage. 

No  jiotice  has  been  taken  of  the  residue  of  my 
letter  ceQc^rning  the  four  American  seamen  takea 
from  the  Alert«  ' 

As  I  ha^e  transmitted  you  a  copy  of  Lord  Wel- 
iesley's  reply  to  my  application  ior  the  release  of. 
the  Mhry,  from  ^hioh  ft  was  to  be  inferred  that  she 
would  to  immediately.  reletLsed,  I  ought  now  to 
mention  that,  so  far  from  beiog.released,she  islo 
be  forthwith^  proceeded  against  as  prise.  Theee 
things  require  a  Jarge  i^ek  of  patience. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  bcr^^   , . 

WM.PINKNBY* 

Robt;  Smit^,  Bsq.  Ac* 

niei^rred  to  and  enclosed  in  the  preceding,] 
Lord  Wellesle jf  to  Kr.  Pinkney. 
'  FoitiBiaN  Ov^ioB^  Sept.  26, 1810. 

.  I'he-  Marqui&'Wellesley  has  the  honor  to  ae» 
quaint  Mr.  rinkney,.  iV  answer  to  that  part  of  his 
letter  of  the  l5th  instant,'  relating  to  an  alleged 
misconception  of  tbe  Order  in  Council  for  the 
blockade  of,  Elainore,  thi^^it  iy  the  intention  of 
His  MajestjcV  OovernineiH  that  that  blockade 
should  be  strictly  confined  to.  the  pert  of  EUinore, 
and  that  it  does  not  aflect  any  yessels  professedly, 
bound  up  the  So^od,  unless  it  should  appear  from 
their  papers  that  they  are  bound  to  Elsiinore. 

•  The  Marquis  Wellesiey  begs  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Pinkpey  the  assuranccLof.  his  high  consideration* 

.  Wji.  PiNJLNEY,  Esq.  Ac.  • 

Mr.  PiakMy  to  Mr.  tol&. 

LoNOON,  Oci.3. 1810. 

Sir:  Lord  Wellesley's  co'mmunieation  con* 
cerning  the  passage  of  the  Sound  wa?  supposed,  by 
«  merenaat  here  to  whom  I  showed  it,  to  be  am- 
blguoDs,  by  reason  of  the  expressions  "bound  up 
the  Sovndv^^  dtc. 

The  ambiguity  has,  however,  b^n  removed  (if, 
indeed,  there  was  any)  by  a  note  whi^h  I  have 
just  rcceiredfirom  the  Foreign  Office  m  answer 
td  one  from^me. 

It  says  that  ^  no  vessel  Will  be  subject  to  the 
restfietipns  of  the  blockade  of  Elsinore  but  such 
ae  may  be  going  to  that  aort,  in  whatever  dlrec- 
tionihey  mny  be  passing  the  Sound.''  It  says  Air- 
tfaet,  that  "the  equivoque  in  the  original  commu- 
nication was  certainly  not  inrtentionaL^  Iharo 
the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  Stote,  to*  Mr.^  PSnkney . 
DnPARTMfi^iT  OP  Statb, 
October  19, 1810. 
SiB :  Your  despatch  of  the  24th.  ot  August,  en- 
closiiig  a  newspaper  statenaent  of  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Cadore  to  Qeneiral  Armstrong,  nottfying 
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a  reTocatioii  of  the&erlio  and  Milan  decrees,  has 
been  received.    It  ought  not  to  be  doubted  fbat 
this  step  of  the  French  Government  will  be  fol- 
loiwed  by  a  repea!  06  the  part  of  the  British  Gbv- 
emnoent  of  its  Orders  inCoancU.    And  if  a  ter 
minatioB  of  the  crisis  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  be  really  intended,  the  repeal 
OQgrht  to  include  the  system  of  paper  blockades, 
which  diffei  in  name  only  ffom  tbe  retaliatory  sys* 
tem  comprised  in  the  Orders  in  Cooncil.-   From 
the  complexion  of  the  British  prints,  not  to  men- 
tion other  considerations,  the  paper  blockades 
may,  however,  not  be  abandonc^d.    There  is  hence 
aprospect  that  the  United  States  may  be  broirght 
to  issuie  with  Great  Britain^on  the  legality  of  such 
blockade!}.    In  such  case,  as  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  the  United  States,  founded  as  they  arem  l^w 
and  in  right,  can^acqui^ce  in  the  validity  of  the 
British  practice,  it  lies  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  removf  the  difficulty.    In  addition  to  the 
considerations  heretofore  stated  to  you  in  fornier 
letters,  you  may  bring  to  the  view  of  the  British 
Government  the  retrospective  .operation  of  those 
diplomatic  notifications  of  blockades  which  con- 
sider a  notice  to  the  Minister' as  a  noticie  to  his 
Government,  and  to  the  merchants  who  are  at  a 
distance  of  thre^  thpusand  miles.    It. will  r^ur 
to  your  recollection  that  the  present  Ministry^  In 
the  debates  of  Parliament,  iin  opposidob  to  the 
authors  of  the  orders  of  .January,  1807>  denied  that 
thev  were  warranted  by  .the  taw  of  nations.    The 
analogy  between  these  orders  and  the  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  in  so  far  as  botb  relate  to  a  trade  be* 
tween  enemy  ports,  furnishes  an  appeal  to  the 
consistency  of  those  now  in  office,  and  an  answer 
to  the  attempts  by.th^cja  to  vindicate  the  legarlfty 
oi  that  blockade.    It  is  remarkable,  i^lso,  that  this 
blockade  is  founded  on  "  tbe  new  and  extraordi- 
nary means  resorted  to  by  the  eneniy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distressing  the  commerce  "  of  Biritish  sub^ 
jects."  .  What  are  those  meanal    In  what  respect 
do  they  violate  pur  neutral  rights*?:    Are  tuey 
still  in  oj^rfttion  ?    It  is  believed  Jbat  true  lui- 
swers  to  these  questions  will  enforce  the  obliga^ 
tion  of  yielding  to  our  demands  on  this  subject. 
You  may,  also,  refer  the  British.  Goyeroment  to 
the  characteristic  deBnttion  of  a  blockaded  port, 
as  set  forth  in  their  treaty  with  Russia  of  June! 
1801,  the  preamble  of  which  declareis  that  one  «f 
its  objects  was  to  settle  ."  an  invariable  determina- 
tion of  their  principles  upon  tbe  right  of  neutrality." 
Should  the  Botish  Goveriraient  unexpectedly 
resort  tb  the  pretext  of.  an  acquiescence,  on  the 
mrt  of  the  United  States,  in  their  practice,  it  may 
oe  remarked  that,  prior  to,  as  well  as  during,  the 
present  Administration,  this  Government  has  in- 
variably protested  against  such  pretensions ;  and. 
in  addition  tp  other  instances  heretofore  commu- 
nicated to  you,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an  ex- 
tract of  a  lettef  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
July  15,  1709,  from  Mr.  Kinst  our  Minister  at 
London,  and  also  such  part  of  Mr^  Marshall's  let- 
ter to  him,  of  the  20th  September,  1800,  as  relates 
to  the  subject  of  blockades.    And  it  may,  more- 
over, be  urged,  that  the  principle  now  contended 
for  by  the  United  States  was  maintained  against 


others,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  as  appeartfrem 
the  accompanying-copy  of  the  letter  to  oar  Min- 
ister at  Madrid  in  tbe  year,  1801.  Ta  thispnn- 
ciple  the  United  States ^o  adhered,  when  abe)^ 
ligerent,  as  in  the  ca^e  of  the  bh>ckadle  of  Tiipoti, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  letters /mm  te 
Navy  Department.  You  will  press  on  the  jostiec^ 
friendship,  ,and  policy  of  Great  Britain  sveli  a 
course  or  proceeofng  as  will  obviate^  the  dilemuHt 
resulting  to  the  United  Stales  from  a  refusal  to 
pui  ah  end  to  the  ptlper  blockades  as  well  as  the 
Orders  in  Ceuixcil. 

Tbe  necessity  of  revoking  the  blockade  of  Co- 
penhagen, as  notified  to  yoti  in  May,  1806,  will 
not  escape  your  attention,  hi  eon ti nuance  may 
embarrass  us  with  Denmark,  if  not  with  France. 

Your  answer  as  to  the  Corfu  blockade  is  approv- 
ed) and  should  tbe  answer  to  it  reader  a  reply  ne- 
cessary, the  President  directs  yon  to  remoostiate 
against  such  a.  blockade ;  availing  yoorself,  as  far 
as  they  may  be  »pplicable,<cf  the  ideas  in  the  lev> 
ter  to  M^  Charles  Pbckney  of  October,  1801,  and 
particularly  of  the  proof  it  affords  of  cor  early 
remonstrance  agiinst  the  principle  of  sac h  block- 
adesv   «       '         .  j 

No  communication  having  yet  been  made  by 
General  Armstrong  of  a  letter  to  him  iErora  the 
Dtfke  of  CMprSj  declaring  that  the  Berlin  aod 
Milan  decVees  will  cease  io  be  in  force  from  the 
1st  day  of  November  next,  lean  at  this  tinae  o^y 
inform  you,  that  if  the  'proceedings  of  the  Preach 
Governm^t.  when  officially  received,  should  cor- 
respond with  the  printed  letter  of  tbe  Qpkeof 
Cadore,  enclosed  in  your  despatch,  you  will  let 
the  British  Government  o^nderstand  that  on  the 
1st  dny  of  November  the  President  will  issue  his 
procUtnation,  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  non-intercoUrs^  law  will  consequently 
be  tevived' agaiust' Great  Britain..  And  if  the 
British  Government  should  not,  with  the  early 
notice  received  of  the  repeal^of  (he  French  decrees^ 
have  revoked  all  its  orders  which  violate  our  aeu- 
tral  rights,  it  should  not  be.  overlooked  that  Coa- 
gr«^,attbeir  approaching  se^ion.  may  be  induced 
not  to  wait  for  tbee^pirition  oftbe  three  months 
r which  were  allowed  on  the  supposition  that  the 
nrst  iiotice  might  pass  through  the  United  States) 
before  they  give  effect  to  the  renewal  of  the  noa- 
intercourse.  This  consideration  ouirbc  to  hare 
its  weight  in  dissuading  the  British  Qovcnment 
frofh  the,  policy,  in  everv  reipect  misjudged,  of 
procrastinatina 'the  repeal  of  its  illegal  edicts. 

If  the  British  Government  be  siacerefy  disposed 
to  come  tbagbod  understanding,  and  to  cultivate 
a  friendly  intercourse^wlth  the  United  States^  it 
cannot  bat  be  sensible  of  the  necessity,  in  addiuoa 
to  a  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  of  con* 
ciudtne,  at  this  time,  a  general  arrangement  of  the 
topics  between -the  twocountn>s^  and,  above  all, 
such  a  ope  as  wiU,  upon  equitaUe  terms,  eff»etu« 
ally  put  a  stop  to  the  insufferable  vexations  to 
whicn  our  seamen  have  been,  and  yet  are  exposed, 
from  the  British  practice  of  impressment ;  a  prac- 
tice which  has  so  strong  a  bearing  on  oar  neutral- 
ity^ and  to  which  no^^nation  can  submit  consis- 
tently  with  it*  indei.enden^e.^,t^  rerr  in- 
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terettlog'  sQlneot  you  will  tberefore  reoaU  tb^ 
attention  of  the  British  GoverBmeQt,and  you  will 
acconUogly  consider  your^lf  hereby  authorized 
to  diicusf  jAnd  adjuat  the  same  aejiarately,  coofor- 
mably  to  the  ioatructioDs  io  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  .20ib  January  laat ;  oH  the  cooditioo,  however. 
eontaiaed  id  that  letter,  aainely,  that  the  requisite 
atonement  shall  have  been  previously  made  in  the 
case  of  the  outrage  on  the  Chesapeake.  But  as 
in  this  case  every,  admissible  advance  has,  been 
.  exhausted  on  the  part  of  the  United  StKtes.  it  will 
be  improper  to  renew  the  subject  to  the  British 
Oovernmeot,  with.whieb  U  must  lie  to  come  for- 
ward with  ,the  requisite  satisfaction  to  the  United 
States.  Yott  will,  ^hereibre,  merely  evince  a  dis7 
position  ta  meet  in  a  conciliatory  form  aQy  over- 
tures that  may  be  made, on  th^  part  of  the  Briti^ 
Gtovemoaent.  • 

The  British  6k>ve^Qment,  having, so  Ioqat omit- 
ted tp  fulfil,  the  just  expectations  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  a  successor  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
notwithstanding  the  reiterated  aissuranoes  t6  you 
of  sooh  an  itttentieo,  has  no  claims  to  further  in- 
dulgence. On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  therefore, 
should  the  appointment  of  a  Planrpptentiary  suc- 
cessor not  have  been  made  and  oemmunieated  to 
you,  you  will  .Jet  your  purpo^  be  known* of  re- 
turning to  the  United  ^tates,  onless,  indeed,  the 
Britbh  Qbverament  shoiild  hiive  tioequi vocally 
mauifeeted.a  disposition  to  revoke  their  Order  in 
Coaocil  conforioaahly  to*  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  last,  and  our  affitirs  with  them  shduid.  have 
aecordipgly  taken  eo  unfavorable  a  iurnas  to  jus-^ 
tifv,  in  your  judgment,  a  further  suspension  qt  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc« 

R.  SMITH.    ' 

[Relened  torn  the  le^er  of 'the  Seer^taiy  of  Sute 
of  October  10, 1810.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  firom.Mr.  King,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  sA  London,  to  Mr«  Pick- 
eriitg,  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

.    London,  July  15, 1799. 

Seven  or  ^iffht  of  our  vessels,  laden  with  yaln* 
able  cargoes,  have  been  ^lately  captured,  and  are 
stiH  detained  foradjudicaiioii.  Theae  VesieU 
Were  met  in  their  voyage  to  and  from  the  Dutch 
poru  declareJ  to  he  blockaded.  Several  notes* 
have  pasfed  between  Lord  Orenville  and  me  upon^ 
tbie  si!U>ject,  with  the  view,  on  my  part,  of  eatab- 
liabiog  a  more  limited  and  reasoiMtble  interpreta- 
tioir  m  the  law  of  blockade  tbaa  is  attempted  to 
be  eoforeed  by  the  BngUsh  Government.  -  Nearly 
one  hundred  £Mini»fai,1^aiQaiao,  and  other  neutral 
ships,  have,  within  a  liew  tnonihs,  heen  in  like 
aaaoer  intercepted,  going  to  and  leturnlng  from 
the  United  Prorinces.  Many  of  them,  as  well  as 
some  of  oars,  arrived  ia  the  Texel  in  the  course 
of  the  last  Winter,  the  severity  qf  which  obliged 
the  Bnglish  fleet  to  return  to  their  po^ts,  leaving 
a  hw  frigates  only  to  make  abort  craises  off  \hi 
Tezel^  as  the  season  wouid  <dlow» 

My  object  has  beei^  to  prove  that,  in  this  aitua- 

*8ee  thaaote  iirom  Mr.  King  to  Lord  QranviUe,  im- 
■li^ataly  followihg* 


tioo  of  the  investing  'fleet,  there  can  be  no  efieo- 
tive  blockade,  which,  in.  my  opinion,  cannot  be 
said  to  exist  without  a  comi^etent  foice  stationed 
and  present  at.or  near  the  entrance  of  the  blocka- 
ded port. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  to  Lord  Grenville, 

dated 

Downing  Street, 

London,  May  23, 1799. 
It  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  the 
presence  of  a  competent  force  is  essential  to  con- 
stitute ^  blockade;  and,  although  it  is  usual  for 
the  belligerent  to  give  notice  to  neutral  nations 
when  he  institutes  a  blockade,  it  is  not  customary 
to  give  any  notice  of  its  discontinuance ;  and  that, 
consequently,  the  presence  of  the  blockading  force 
is  the  natural  criterion  by  which  ihe  neutral  is 
enabled  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  the  blockade, 
in  Kke  manner  as  the  actual  investment  of  a  be- 
sieged place  ii  the  only  evidence  by  which  we  de- 
cide whether  the  siege  is  continued  or  raised.  A 
si^e  tnay  be  commenced,  raised," recommenced, 
and  raised  again  ;  but  its  existence  at  any  precise 
time  n^ust  always  depend  upon  the  fact  of  the 
presence  of  an  investing  army.  This  interpreta* 
tion'of  the  law  of  blockade  is  of  peculiar  impor- 
tance to  nations  situated  at  A  great  distance  from 
each  other,  and  ^between  whom  a  Considerable 
length'  of  tKne  is  necessary  to'  send  and  receive 
information. 

[Reiemd  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Sectetaiy  of  State 
of  October.  19,  1810.]  . 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Marshall,  Secretary  of  State, 
to  Mr.  King,  dated 

September  20^  1800. 

The  right  to  confiscate  vessels  bound  to  a  block 
aded  port  has  been  unreasonably  extended  to  cases 
,not  coming  within  the  rule' as  heretofore  adopted. 

On  principle,  ir  might  well  be  questioned  whe- 
ther this  rule  can  be  applied  to  a  place  liot  com- 
pletely invested  by  land  a$  well  as  by  sea.  If  we 
examme  the  reasoning  on.  which  H  founded  the 
right  to  intercept  and  confiscate  supplies  designed 
foe  a  blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difficult  to  resist 
the  conviction  that  its  extension  to  towns  inve^ed 
by  sea  only  is  an  unjustifiable  encroachment  on 
the  rights  of  neutrals.  But  it  is  not  of  this  de^ 
parture  from  principle  (a  departure  which  has 
received  some  sanction  from  practice)  that  we 
mean  to  complain.  '  It  is,  that  ports,  not  efiectu- 
'ally  blockaded  bv  a  force  capable  of  completely 
investing  them,  nave  yet  been  declared  in  a  state 
of  blockade,  and  vessels  attempting  to  enter  there- 
in have  been  seized,  and,  on  that  account,  con- 
fiscated.' 

This  is  a  vexation  proceeding  directly  from  the 
Qoverpment,  and  which  may  be  carried,  if  not 
resisted,  to  a  very  injurious  extent.  Our  mer- 
chants have  greatly  complained  of  it,  with  respect 
to  Cadiz  and  the  ports  of  Holland. 

If  the  effectiveness  of  the  blockade  be  dispensed 
with,  then  every  port  of  all  the  belligerent  rowers 
may,  at  all  times^  be  declared  in  that  state,  and  - 
ihe  commerce  of  neutrals  be  thereby  subjected  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1199 


APPENDIX. 

RtiaHem  wi^  Great  Britain. 


UM 


univtersal  capture.  Bat  if  this  principle  be  strict- 
ly adhered  to,  the  capachy  to  blockade  will  be 
limited  by  the  naval  force  of  the  belligerent,  and, 
of  consequence)  the  mischief  to  neutralcoimneree 
cannot  be  very  extensive.  It  is,  therefore,  of  tHe 
last  importance  to  neutrals,  that  this  prineiple  be 
maintained  unimpaired. 

I  observe  that  you  have  pressed  this  reasoning 
op  the  British  Minister;  who  replies,  that  an  oc- 
casional absence  of  a  fleet  from  a  blocjkaded  pbrt 
ought  not  to  change  the  state  of  the  place.        j 

Whatever  force  this  observation  may  be  enti- 
tled to  where  that  occasionah  absence  has.  been 
produced  by  accident,  as  a  storm,  which  for  a 
moment  blows  off  the  fleet  and^forces  it  from,  its 
station,  which  station  it  immediately  resumes,  I 
am  persuaded  that  where  a  part  of  the  fleet  is  ap- 
plied, though  6nly  for  a  time,  to  other  pbjecu,  or 
comes  into  port,  the  very  principle  requirjiig  \n 
effective  blockade,  which  is^  that  the  mischief 
can  then  only  be  co-extensive  with  the  naval 
force  of  the  belligerent,  requires  that,  during  such 
temporary  absence,  the  commerce  of  neutrals  to 
the  place  should  be  free. 

gteferred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  8tate, 
ctdber  19,  I&IO.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  CWlea 
Pinckney^  dated    - 

Department  op  State.  '  ' 
October  25, 1801, 
The  pretext  for  the  seizure  of  our  vessels  seems 
at  present  to  be,  that  Gibraltariias  been  procJaio^ 
ed  it|  a  state  of  blockade,  and  that  the  vessels  are 
bound  to  that  port.>  Should  the  proceeding  be 
avowed  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  de- 
fended on  that  ground,  you  wifl  be  able  to' reply  : 

1.  That;  the  proclamation  was  made  as  far  back 
as  the  15th  of  February,  1800,  and  has  not  since 
been  renewed;  that^it^as  immediately  protested 
against  by  the  American  and  other  neutral  Min- 
isters at  Madrid,  and  not  wacr&nted  by  the  real 
state  of  Gibraltar ;  and  that  no  violations  of  neu- 
tral, commerce  hayii^  followed  the  proclamation, 
it  wan  reasonably  concluded  to  hare  been  rather 
a  inenace  against  the  enemies  of  Spain  than  a 
measure  to  be  carried  into  execution  against,  her 
friends. 

2.  That  the  state  of  Gibraltar  is  not,  and  never 
can  be,  admitted  by  the  United  States  to  be  that 
of  a  real  blo<;kade.  In  this  doctrine  they  are  sup- 
ported by  the  law  of  natibns,  as  laid  down  in  the 
most  approved  commentators;  by  every  treaty 
which  ha^  undertaken  to  define  a  blockade,  parti- 
cularly those  of  latest  date*  ^mong  the  maritime 
nations  of  Europe ;  and  by  the  sanction  of  Spain 


Vties  referred  to,  necessarily  resolts  froa  the  fm 
of  those  terms;  «nd,  tboogh  it  has  been  tmt- 
times  grossly  riolafed  or  evaded  by  ))ow«riil  h- 
tions  in  fiurst^it  df  iaVorite  Objects,  it  bis  iifini. 
biy  kept  its  place  in  the  code  of  pubHe  Uw,iai 
cannot  be' shown  to  have  been  exprMslfreaottK- 
<d  in  a  siagle  stijpalaiid'n  between  pitrtieiilar  m- 
tions, 

3.  That  the  situation  of  the  naval  foree « 
Alge^nras,  in  relation  to  Gibraltar,  has.iot  ilie 
shadow  of  Jikene^s  toa  blockade,  as  tmifaid 
legally  defined;  This  force  <Hin  neitber.  be  nil 
to  invest,  beaiege.  or  blockade  the  garrisoo,norts 
guard  the  entraoee  into  the  port.  On  the  coa- 
irary,  4he  gcinboata  infesting  our  comm^ree  hm 
their  stations  in  another  harbor,  separated  froo 
that  of  Gibraltar'4)y  a  considerable  bey;  aodtre 
80  far  frpm -beleaguering  Xheir  enemy  at  tbatptaM^ 
and  r^nderinr  the  entrance  into  it  daagot)!!  to 
others,  thar  they  are,  and  (Ster  since  tbe  procU- 
mation  of  a  blockade  have  been,  for  tbe  moM  put, 
keptat  a  distaiiec  by  a  soper ior  navil  foree,  vhiek 
makes  it  dangerous  to  themselves  to  approaeb  lie 
spot. 

4.  That  the  pfinciple  on  which  tbe  bloekarfeof 
Gibraltar .ift asserted  is^^the  more  iowdmiMb^ai 
ii  may  beexfended  to- every  dher  plaer  ia-iM- 
ingto  which  reaeeta  miiet  sail  within  tbe  rifV 
and  reaeh  of  the  armed  boats  bdongi&g  taii^ 
ziras^  If,  beeattae  a  neotNd  resael  boood  to  Gi^ 
raltar  can  be  annofed  and  put  in  danger  bf  wif- 
layinff  cruisers,  which  neither^cepy  theeimMt 
lato  thriiai'bor,  nor  dare  approach'  it,  aai  bf  in* 
son  of  that  danger  is  liable  to'captoire.  amy  put 
of  the  Mediterranean  coasts  and  idaads,tawittflb 
neutral  vessels  most  pass  tl^ugh  the  saoie  dai- 
fer.raay  witb' equal  reasott  be  preetaimed  io  i 
atiate  of  blockade.,  and  the  neutral  vetaek  hmi 
thereto  made  equally  liable  to  capture;  or.  if  tbe 
armied  vessels  from  Algeziras  alone  ahoala  be  is* 
sufficient  to  create  tins  danger  in  passing  into  ibe 
Mediterranean,  otheir  Spinish  vessels,  co^peit* 
tinff  from  other  stations,  idight  produce  tbe  dBfeet, 
and  tl^eby  not  only  bloekadC'eny  pirticalataort, 
or  the  porta  of  any  particular  nation,  hot  bloeM 


herself,  as  a  party  to  the  armed  neutrality^  in  the 
year  1791.  The  spirit  of  articles  fifteen  and  six- 
teen of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  may  also  be  appealed  to  as  favoring  a  libe- 
ral construction  of  the  riehts  of  the  parties  in 
sach  cases.  In  fact,  the  idea  of  an  investment,  a^ 
siege,  or  a  blockade,  as  collected  from  the  author- 

*  The  late  treaties  between  Roasia  and  Sweden,  and 
between  Ruaaia  and  Great  Britain. 


at  Q^oe  a  whole  sea^  aartouaded^y  inaay  aatlon. 
Like  Uockedes  might  be  proehnoietf  by  u^r  p•^ 
ticular  nation,  enabled  byJta  naval  sqperioritf  to 
distribute  its  ships  ai  the*moaih  of  the  same^^t 
any  similar  aea,  or  aerosa  ebannela  or  afns  of  tbt 
'sea,  so  ^9  to  malce  it  ilapg^Hms  for  tbe  eoooieit^ 
of  other  nations  to  pass  to  its  destinatloo.  Tb^ 
monstrous  consequences  condemn  the  priae^ 
from  which  they  flow,  and  ought  to  amteagaioit 
It  every  nation,  Spam  among  the  rent,  wbieb  bis 
in  interest  iphthe  rights  of  the  sea.  Of  thii,8fiiB 
herself  appears  to  hare  been  aenaible  in  tbayctr 
178Q,  when  ahe  yielded  to  Jtuaaia  ample  satisCie* 
lion  f6r  the  aeizUrea  of  lier'  vessel^  oajeoadef 
tbe  pretext  of  a  general  blookade  of  the  ybBiim- 
ranean,  and  followed  it  with  iier  aceesuai  totbe 
definition  of  a  blockade  contained  ia  tbe  aim 
neutrality. 

5.  That  the  United  States  have  tbe  stroager 
ground  for  remenatmtiagagainat  the  %tm9pi» 
of  her  vessels  on  their  way  to  Gibniltar,  ini«a«e* 
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as,  wicli  ytwfi^  etceptiont,  ikeir  objeet  is  not 
t&  ini^e-  tliere  Hot  tb«  eeeotomodation  oC .  tbe  gar^ 
riioa,  bal  tn^ely  to  ^/eek  adVice  x>r  tODTt>7  for 
tbcar  own  accommedfttlofi  in  %ht  ulteriof  objecU 
of  their  voyage.  Id  disturbing  their  course  to 
QibrftttM*,  therefore,  ooTeal  detriment  results  to 
tbeeftemy  of  Spain',  whilst  a  heaty  oDt  is  ,com- 
mitted  on  her  friends.  To -this  cODsideratK>ii  it 
may  be  added,  that  the  real  objast  of  a  blook^le 
is  to  sobj^t  the  enemy  to  prtvations,  srhteh  may 
cooperate  with  external  force  in  ebmpeiliiig  them 
to  80n«iKler«-aB  object  which  cannot  be  alleged 
in  a  eas6  wh>ce  it  is  well  known  that  Qreat  Btih 
tain  ^an  and  does,  at  aU  times,  by^faer  command 
of  the  se^  secare  to  the  garrison  at  Gibraltar 
erery  sapplys  which  it ^wants. 

6.  It  is  Obsenrable,  that  the  blockade  <yf  Gibrai- 
tat  is  rested  by  the  procliintation  6n  two  consid^ 
eratioDs :  one,  that  u  is  necessary  to.prerent  illicit 
traffic,  hy  tueaiks  of  ae^trai  Tessels,  between  &pi^» 
ish  subjects  and  the  garrison  there;  the  other, 
that  it  IS  a  just  reprisiU  on  Great  Britain  for.  the 

Jroceedings  of  her  naval  litmaaieau  against  Ga- 
iz  and  St.  Luear.  The  first  can- surely  have  no 
weight  whh  neutrals,  bt;it  on  a  aqppositwii,  never 
to  .foe  allowed,  that  the  resdrt  to  ^Gibraltar,  under, 
actual  ei^Qnstaiice5,isairindulgenc«i  from  Spain,. 
not  a  rt|^  of  thek  own ;  the  other  coa^deratioot. 
wtthont  examining  the  aiialonr  betweeq  the  cases 
referred  t6  aad  that  of  Gibiattae,  U  eqdaliy  with- 
cat  weight  with  the  United  States^agaiast  wbpm 
na  right  ean  aeorae  to  Spain  from  its  complaints 
agailist  Great  Britain;  ualeBB;it  could-  be  shown 
tl^t  the  United  Stales  were  in  a»  aniawfui  col^ 
InsioB  with  thelaMer-^a^chatge  wb^h  thfy  well 
know  that'3|Miifl  is  too  just  and  too'caodtd  to  ior 
Mn'Bate.-^  It  caaooc  aven-besaid  that  the  United 
States  have  acquiewted  in  the  depredatioas,  coi^x 
mitted  by  Great  Britain,  .under  waa^ver  pretexts, 
on  theit  Ihwfal  commcrrde.  Had  this,  indeed, 
been  the  ease,  the  aequMseence ,  d^ght  to  be  re^^ 
gardeil  as  a-saeiiflce  made  by  prodenee  to. a  love 
of  Mace,  of  which  all  datians  fornisb  oecasioaat 
examples,  and  as  involving'  a  queetionr  between  < 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  which  no 
other  nation, could  take  advantage  a|ainsttlie 
fogmer.  ^t  iC.  may  be  truly  affirmeo,  that '  no 
saeh  libquiesoence  has  ta^sen  place.  The  United 
8tatea  Mve  sought  redress  for  injui^as  from  Great 
Bntaio^ias  weU  as  from  other  nations.  They 
hava*eooghtit  by  the  means  which  appeared  to 
themaelf es,.  the  only  rightful  judges,  to  be  bert 
saited  to  their  object;  and  it  is  equally  bertaia 
that  redress  has  ia  some  measure  beea  4)btained, 
aod  ihat  the  pursuit  W  complete  redress  is  by  no 
oeaas  abaddj>ned. 

'  7.  Ware  it  adqftitted  that  the  cirdumstances  of 
Qibraltar,  in  February,  1800,  the  date  of  the 
Bpaaish  predamation,  atooanted  to,  a  real  bUib- 
kade,  and  that  the  proclamation  was  therefore 
obligafecy  OB  aeutmls;  aad^^wcre  it  also;  admit* 
ted  that*  the  present  ciroumstaacee  o^f  that  place 
amouat  to  a  real  bioekade,  (neither  of  which  can 
be  admitted,)  still  the  conduct  of  the  Alge^iras 
cruisers  is  altoaeth^r  illegal  and  unwarrantable*. 
It  is  illegal  aadiawafraatable,  because  the  force 


of  the  proelamaiion  most  have  ejcpiiPed  whenever 
the  blockade  was  actually  raised,  as  must  have 
been  uaquestiooably  the  c<|se  since  the  date  of  the 
proclamation;  particularly  and  notoriously,  when 
the  port  of  Algeziras  itself  was  lately  entered  and 
attacked  bv  a  British  fleet j  and  because,  on  a  re- 
newal of  the  blockade,  either  a  new  proclamation 
ought  tq  have  issued,  or  the  vessels  making  for 
GHbraitar  ought .  to  have  beeq  prernqnished  of 
their  danger,  and  permitted  to  change  their  course 
as  they  might  think  proper.  Among  the  abuses 
committed  Under  the'pretext  pf  war,  none  seem 
to  hate  been  carrted^.to  greater  extravagance^  oi 
to  threaten  ffreater  i^ischief  to  Oeutral  commerce, 
than  the  atUmpjts>to  substitute  fictitious'bliockades 
by  proelatoation,  for  real  blockades  formed  ac- 
fording  to  the  law  of  natiods^  aod^  consequently, 
none  against  .wBich  it  is  itiore  necessary  for  neu? 
tral  nations  to;remoostrate  efiectuaUy,  before  the^ 
innovations.aequire  majtnrity  and  authority,  from 
repetitions  ooi  cme*  side,  and  silent  jacqurescence 
on  the  Other; 

[Referred  to  in  the  iettof  of  the  Becretsry  of  State, 
ofOctobei:19,  1810.]    .  ^    • 

-    mr.  Smith,  Hecrstsrv  of  the  NsVv,  to  Commodore 
Preble. 

Navy  DapARTMeirr,  Feb,  4, 1804. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  .the  12th  November,  en- 
closing your  circular  notification  of  the  blockade 
of  the  port  of  Tripoli,  I  have  receired. 
'  Sensiblej  as  vou  must  be^  that  it  is  the  interest, 
as  well  m  the  di^posttioa,  of  the  United^States  to 
maintain  the  riifhtrofneutral  nations,  you  will,  I 
trust,  cautiou^y  avoid  whatever  may  pppear  to 
you  to  be  incompatible  with  those  rights.  It  is, 
n'awev«r,  deemed  aeeesrUi^y,  and  Lam  charged  by 
the  Pcesidentje  stiite  tq  yqu  what,  in  his  opimon, 
dtataotertxes  a  blockade.  I  have,  th^reiore,  to 
inform  ygoi  that  the  trade  of  a  neutral^  to.  articles 
not  eontra^nd,  cannot  be  fightfoUy  obstructed  to 
any  <»prt  aot  actually  blockaded  b^  a  force  so  dis^ 
posed  before  it.  as  to. create  an  evident  danger  of 
entering  it.  Whenever,  therefore,  yeu  shall  have 
thus  formed  ablockade  of  the  port  of  Tripoli,  you 
-yt'iW  have  a  right^  toprevent  any  vessel  from'  en* 
Bering  it,  and  to  capture  for  ^judication  ^ny  ves- 
sel that  shallatteiDpt  to  eotfr  the  sam&  with  ^ 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  You 
will,  however,  not  take  as  prize  any  vessel  at- 
tempting te-enter  the  port  of  Tripoli  without  such 
knowledge]  but  in  every  case  of  an  attempt  to 
enter,  without  a- previou.s  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  blockade,  you  will  give  the  com- 
manditrg  ofikjbr-  of  such  vessel  notice  of  such 
blockade,  and  forewarn  him  from  entering;  and 
if,  after  such  %  notificatioo,  such  vessel  should 
again  attempt  ta  enter  the  same  por^  you  will  be 
justifiable  in  tending  her  into'  p6rt  ior  adjudica- 
tion. You  will,  sir,  hencifr  p^ceive,  that  you  are 
to  consider  your  circular  communication  to  the 
neutral  Pollers,  not  as  an  evidence  that  every 
person  attempting  to  enter  has  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  blockade,  but  merely  as  a  frieadly 
notifieatioA  to  them  of  the  blockade^  in  order  that 
they  might  make  the  neeessaryianangemfints  for 
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the  discofitiouaoce  of  all  eoromerce  .wilh  inth 
blockaded  port.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe.     i 
ROBERT  SMITH. 


XxtractA— Air.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

NovEHft^2, 1810: 

With  the  duplicate  of  my  better,  to  jrou  of  the 
19th  ultimo,  I  now  send  to  ydu  a  copy,  of  the 
President's  proclamation,  foanded  on' the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Enclosed  you 
will  also  receive  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  (General 
Armstrong  of  ihis.day,  which  will  afford  yt)n  a 
view  of  the  rdserrations-aridVnderstandinS;  under 
wliich  this  proclamation  has  been  issued. 

To  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  herewith 
transmitted,  in  relation  to  West-  Florida,  and  to 
my  letter  to  General  Armstrong,  touching  the 
same,  I  refer.you  for  information,  as  to  the  tiews 
of  this  Goverpment  in  taking  possession  of  that 
country,  and  as  to  the  considerations  which  had 
constrained  the  President,  kt  tbis  Junetore,  to  re- 
sort to  this  measure. 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  frigate  Essex, 
who  will  have  orders  to  return  to  hfs  snip  as  soon 
as  he  shall  have  teceived  such  letters  as  you  may 
deem  it  necessary  to  transmit  to  this  Department 

Mr.  Pinkncy  to  Mr.  Smith.    ' 

LoNnoN,  November  6, 1810. 

Si^ :  I  have  presented  a  ^ecQnd  Isote,  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed)  "to  Lov'^l  Wellesley,ion  ihe  sub- 
ject of.  the  Orderar  in  Cotincil.  upder  an  iinprea- 
sion  that  the  state  of  the  King's  health  {for  which 
I  beg  to  refer  you  tathe  piip^  herewith  transmit- 
ted) did  not  render  it  impl;oper,an<i  that,  if  it  waa 
not  improper  on  that  account,  it  was  indispensa- 
ble on  every  other.  ^ 

The  day  had  gone  by  when^  the  Berlin -And 
Milin  decrees  were  to  cease  to  operate,  .ac<^ord- 
ing  to  the  communication ,  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  to  the  American  Minister  al 
Paris,  and  published  in  thi$  official*  journal  of 
that  Government;  and  yet  no  step  whatever  l^d 
been  taken^  or  apparently  thotight  of,  towards 
the  revocation  of  ui^  British  orders.-  i  had  re- 
ceived no  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  this  bsck; 
wardness,  and  no  such  assurance,  looking  to  the 
future,  as  could  justify  an  opinioa  that  ic  would, 
not  continue.  Lord  Wellesley's  letter  of  the  31st 
of  August,  which  I  had  left  uiianswered  till  after 
the  1st  of  November,  tii^t  I  might  stand  on  the 
strongest  possible  groqnd  when  I  did  answer  it, 
made  no  profession  of  being  a  present  measure, 
and  (though,  from  obvious  motives,  I  have  no^t 
so  represented  it  in  my  note  to  him  of  the  3d  in- 
stant v^'  vasue  and  equivocal  as  a  prospective 
pledge.  It  denned  nothing,  and  wi^s  so  far  from, 
warranting  any  specific  expectation,  that  it  seem- 
ed rather  to  take  aWay  the  very  little,  of  precis- 
ion which  belonged  to  former  declarations,  on  the 
same  point.  It  was  hizhly  important  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  that  this  ambiguity 
should  be  cleared  away,  with  all  practicable  ex'- 


pedition,  and,  if  it  could  not  be  rento^ed,  tkat  mo 
presumption  ebotild  be  afforded -of  a  dispoateloa, 
on  the  ]part  of  the  United  States,  xo  scqutesce  in 
it.  My  note  to  Lord' Wellesley  waa  wriueo  mi 
delivered  upon  .those  tnduceraems; 

Inthe^  Klng'a  actaal  siiaation,  the  Orders  k 
Cotincil,  can  seareely  be  fonnaliy  re<iailed.  even 
if  th<i  Cabinet  are  sb- inclined;  but  it  does  not 
foUbw  that  something  msy  not  be  dooe  (thong h 
I  hare  no  reason  tOithink  that,  any  thing  will  be 
done)  which-  may  be  prod  active  of  imnnedkte 
advaataige.  an/,  at  any  rate,' prepare  the  wey  for 
the  desired  repeal.    > 

d  have  the  honor  to  be^  ^. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

P..  Sf  This  letter  is  wruten  in  great  haste, 
that  I  may  send  at  to  Liverpool  by  tbis  ereoing's 
mail.    ^    .        ,  W.P. 

^  [Referred  to  la  Mr,  Pinkney's  despatch  of  Nov.  &] 

Mr  Pihkney  to  Lord  MTellesley. 

GbEAT  CtJMBBBLANO^  PV^SB, 

iVboemher  3,  ISia 
My  Loan:  In  roT^note^of  the  25th  Augvat,  I 
had  the  boner  ^  suite'  to  your  Lordship  that  I 
hadireceiYed.'firoiii  the  Minister  PiesipoteBtiary 
pf  the  dnited  Sutes  at  Paris,  i^  letter,  deted  the 
6th  of  that  month,  in  which  he  infojnaed  methaEt 
he  liad  received  from  the  French  Goyeranaent  a 
wKtteti  and  official  notice  th^t  it  had  revoked 
the  decrees' of  0erlin  and  MilfU)  and  that,aAer 
the  1st  of  Novensber,  those  deerees  would  eeaaa 
to  -have' any  effect f  and*  I  expressed  my  confi- 
dence thai  the  revooatlon  of  the  Britbh  Ordcis 
in^  Council  of.Jaoruacy  and  i^ovember,  1807,  and 
April,  1S69,  and.  of  aU,  olher  ordera  dependent 
upotr,  analogous  to,  or  in  execution  of  ih^em, 
woOla  feUow*  of  course* 

Your  Lordship's  replr,  4»f  the  3ist  df  Ao^i, 
to  that  note,.>^peated«  dedaratioa.oi  the  Bntiih 
Minister  in  .America,  made, -na  it  nppeara,  lo  the 
.Government  of  the  United  States  in  Febraary, 
1808,  6r**Hia  Majesty^s  earneaC  desire  to  aee^the 
commerce  of, the.  world  restored  tathat  freedom 
which  !!»  n«ce«iary  for  ita  prosperity,  and  his 
readiness 'to  abandon  the  system  whieh  haid  been 
forced  upon  him,  whenever  the  enemy  shoaid 
retract  the  principles  which  hnd  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary;" and' added  an  official  assoraace  that 
*^  whenever  the  repeal  ift  the  French  decrees^ 
should. have  actually  taken  effect,  and  the  com- 
merce «f  the -neutral  nations  should  have  been 
restored  to  the  conditi6n .  ia  which  it  stood  pre- 
vickisly  to  the  promulgation  of.  jlhoae  deereei^ 
His  Majestv  would  feel  the  highest  satiaiaetioB 
in  relinqnistupt^  a  systeai  whicfa^the  ceodoct  of 
the  enetpy  compelled  him  to  adopt." 

Witbp^it  departing  in  atry  degree  from  nay  first 
opinion,  that  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
expect/^ipon  every  principle  of  just  ice,  that  the 
prospective  revocation  of  the  Frelkch  decrees 
would  be  imtnediately  followed  by  at  least  a  liln 
revocation  of  the  orders  of  Bngland,'!  most  re- 
mind your  Lordship,  that  the  day  has  new  passed 
when  the  repeal  et  the  Berlki  luid  Milan  edicts. 
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Relations  loith  Xrreat  Britain^ 


as  cbmmaoicated  to  yotit  Lordship  in*  the  note 
aboire-meotiODed.  and  published  to  the  whole 
world  by  the  GoterDmei>t  of  France  in  the 
Moakecir  of  the  9th  of  September,  was,  bf  the 
terms  of  it  to  take  effect  That  it  ha^  taken 
effect  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  can  as  little  be 
qnestioned  that,  according  to  the  rppeated  pled^ 
ffiven  by  the  British  Qoverpnient  on  this  point, 
(to  say  nothing  of  Tarious  btber  powjerfai  con- 
siderations,) the  prompt  relinquishment  of  the 
system  <o  which  your  Lordship's  rep|]f  to  my 
note  of  the  25ch  of  August  alludes,  is  indispen- 
sable. ^      ^     .       ' 

I' need  scarcely  mention  how  important  it  is;to 
the  trade  of  ihe  United  States,  that  the  Goyefn-. 
ment  ofGreat  Britain  should  lo^e  no  lime  in  jiV 
closing,  with  frankness  and  precision,  its  inten- 
tions on  this  head.  Intelltgencc  of  the  French 
repeal  has  reached  Atnerica,  and  oommercial  ex- 
peditions have,  doubtless,  been  Auoded  upon  it 
It  will  have  been  taken  for  granted  that  the 
British  obstructions  to  those  exp^itioos,  having 
thu»lo9t  the  support,  which,  however,  insufficient 
in  itself,  was  the  only  on^  that  cqtild  ever  be 
claimed  for  them,  have  been  Wi^drawn;and 
that  the  seas  are  oiice  more  testoreu  tb  tbe  do* 
minion  of  law  and  justice.' 

1  persiftade  myself  that  this  confidence  *wiU  be 
substantially  justified  by  the  event^  and  that  to 
the  speedy  recall  of  such  Orders  ra  Council  as 
were  ^ubse^uent  in  date  po  the  dedrees'of  Franc^, 
will  be  added  the  ant^ulment  of  the  antecedent 
order,  to  which  my  laieletter  respecting  blockades 
parttcuhirly  relates.  -But  if,  notwithstandipg  the 
circumstances  wHicK  invite  to  such  a  course,  the" 
British  'Gk>vernment  shall  have  determined  not 
to-  recnove  those  obstructions  with  all  practicable 
pronipCitude,  I  trust  that  my  Government  will  be 
apprized^  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  a  d^ 
termination  so  unexpected,  and  pf  such  vital  con- 
cern to  its  rights  and  interests;  and  that  the  rea- 
sons upon  which  that  determination  may  have. 
)>een  formed  will  not  be  withheld  from  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from.Mr.  Pinkhey  to  Mr,  Smith, 

LtOiUDOVf  November  7,  ISIO, 
I  enclose  a  duplicate  of  iny  letter  of  the  5th 
instant^  in  Which  was  transmitted  a  copy  of  my 
note  to  Lord  Wetlesley  of  the  3d,  concerning  the 
Orders  in  Council.  '* 

I  have  little  more  to  say,  in  Addition  to' what 
is  c()ntained  in  that  letter,  than  that' it  is  my  in- 
tention, in  case  Lord  ^ellesley  gives. me  an  uur 
favorable  answer  tp  it,  to  enteral  large  into  the 
whole  subject  in  my  rejoinder;  and,  in  case  he* 
delays  improperly  his  replyf  to  take  as  strong 
notice  of  tnat  impropriety  as  I  can. , 

As  soon  as  the  King  recovers^  I  mean  to  men- 
tion  again  the  sbbject  of  ft  Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  United  States,  (which  Lord  Welles- 
ley,  notwithstltnding  his  written  and  verbal 
hedges,  seems  to  haVe  quite  forgotten,)  and  if 
satisfactory  assurances  are  not  renewed  and  acted 


upon,  to  ar^nounce  my  determination  to  return  to 
America,  and  to  leave  a  Charge  d'Affaires;  in 
the  choice  of  whom,  how^rer,  f  shall  have  con- 
siderable difficulty,  unless  you  should  furnish  me 
in  season  with  the  expected  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion. I  presume  that,  in  \akiD^  this  course,  I 
shall  fulfil  the  wishes  pf  the  President,  and  1  can 
assure  you,  with  creat  truth,  that  I  shall  consult 
by  it  my  own  inciioations. 


Mr  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  November  14, 1910. 

Sir;  I  have< finally  determined  not  to  mention 
again  tb  Lord  Welliesley  (as  I.  had  thoughts  of 
doing)  the  subject  of  a  Plenipotentiary  succeisor 
to  Mr.  Jackson,  l-  think,  upon  refieetion,  (and 
shall  act  a'coordingly,)  that  I  ought,  after  what 
has  piissed,  to  leave  him^  without  further  inquiry 
Of  iK>tiQe>on  m.)r  part,  to  shape  his  course  upon  it ; 
and  that,  if  an  appointment' should  not  be  made 
as  soon  iis  the  King's  b^ih  (which  wou)d.seem 
to  be  imprevin|:)  Will  permit,  1  ought  at  once  to 
se^d  in  aa  officM>l  note^aaaoiincinginy  resolution 
to  return  <taAmejricii,. and  to  leave  sdih^  suitable 
person  tin  a  Charge  d'Afl&iires. 

My  letter  of  the  23d  of  July  iiiformed  you  that, 
after  Lord  ItVeUesl^y's  written  assun^nce  of  the 
22d4>f  that  month,  (wfaicK  was  in, conformity,  as 
fa? ^as  h  went,  with  his  assuraiices;  ia  conversa- 
tion,) "that  it  was  his  intentioiL  immediately  to 
tecommehd  the  appointa^ent  of  an  Blnvoy  Bxtra* 
ordiimry  and  a  Minister  Plempotentiary  from 
the  Kio|r  to  the  United  States,"  I  did  not  think 
mysdf  authorized  to  take  the  step  whi^h  the  in- 
5tru<;tions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  of 
May,  in  bertain  circunlstances,  prescribed. 
■,  My  fltpinion  was,  that  whether  the  prospect, 
which  then  existed, -pf  bringing  (o  a  conclusion 
the  affirir  of  the, Chesapeake,  Vere  taken  into  the 
account  or  not,  it  was  my  obvious  duty  to  remain 
at  my  poet^  most  irksome  as  it  Was  every  day  be* 
coming,  until  it  sheFuld  incontestably  appear  that 
those  assurances  wer^  not  to  be  relied  upon. 

B^orea  soffitient  time  had  elapsed  to  warrant 
so  harsh  a '  condiusion,  I  reoeived  from  Lord 
Wellesley,  on  the  28lh  of  August,  a  further  casual 
intimation  (reported  to  you  in  my  le^tter  of  the 
29th  of  th6  same  month)  that  bis  reconxmenda- 
Uon  6f  a  Minister would.lis  he  believed,  be  made 
in  the  course  of  that  week  or  the  uext. 

In  the  meantime  the  repeal,  by  the  Qovern- 
n^ent  of  France^  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
had  produced  a  posture  of  affairs  which,  whatever 
might  ^  Lord  Wellesley's  forgetfulaess  of  his 
oWn  declarations,  or  the  inattention  of  his  Govern- 
ment to  what  he  might  advise  in  consequence, 
of  them,  rendered  my  stay  in  Bn|[tand'  for  two 
or  three  months  longer  indispensable. 

•In  fine,  the  effect  of  that  consideration  had  not 
C^ased^  when  the  illness  of  the  King  made  It  im* 
possible  that  1  should  depart 

Upon  the  Kio|['s  recovery,  I  shaH  have  every  • 
motive  for  bringing  this  matter  to  an  issue,  and 
none  for  the  least  hesitation  or  reserve  upon  it 
Several  months -will  have -been  alkxwed  ior  the 
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pefformabce  of  an  act  wbieh  might,  hive  been 
conrpleted  in  as  mapy  weeks.* 

I  shall  have  dooe  ^ver^thing  in  my  poweir  on 
the  subjects  connected  with  the  revocation  of  the 
French  edicts.  And  the  British  Government 
win  be  in  a  situation  to  atlmit  of  such  proceed- 
ings on  its  oWn  part,  and  on  mine,  as  the  occasion 
will  reqnire*  .      ,  ^ 

From  Lord  Wellesley's  intimation  to  me  on 
the  28th  of  Aogust,  (nxeotioned  above,)  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  he  had  not  then  executed  the 
intention  so  positively  announced  in  his  note  of 
the  22d  of  July*  Five  or  six  weeks  had  passed, 
and  that  which  he  had  both  said  and  written  he 
meant  to  do  immediately,  he  was  not  yet  sure 
that  he  meant  to  do  within  another  fortnight. 
The  presumption  seeins.' nevertheless,  to  be  quite 
unnatural,  that  Lord  Wellesley  coBtinQed,'upcto 
the  commencement  of  the  King's  maladty,-  to  ba 
negliffent  of  a  pledge,  which  he  chose  to  r^st  not 
merely  on  his^ffieial  but  his  personal  chai^eier-r 
a  pledi^,  of  which  he'  knew  I  could  neither  ques* 
tion  the  auflSciency  nor  doubt  the  sincerity,  and 
by  which^  as  he  also  knew,  my  conduei  on  an 
extremely  delicate  {^oint  of  .duty  wai  wholly  de- 
termined. ' 

On  the  other  hiTnd,  if  Lord  Wellesley  has  been 
mindftd  of  his  pledge,  and  has  tecommfended  a 
Minister  in  comprliance  with  it,  b^w  has  it  hap- 
pened (how  can  it  have  happened)  Xhat  this  re- 
commendatlen  has  ndt  beeb  followed  by  an  ap* 
pointment? 

In  the  midst  .of  air.  this  doubt,  w4iich  Lord 
Welle^y  might  dissipate  if  he  pleased,  ,by^an  ex- 
planation apparently  necessary  for  his  own  sake^ 
there  is^  I  believe,  no  uncertainty  as  to  the  course 
which,  in  the  actual  slate  of  my  instruciiOns,  (ot 
on  the  score  of  general  propriety,)  I  oqght  to 
pursue;  especially  as^  I  must,  infer  from  ytSgr 
sHenoe  since  th^  arrival  of  Mr«  Morier  at  Wash- 
ington, (if  I  bad  no  dther  reaHon  for  th^t  infer»> 
epce,)  thart  no  such  commonioation  was  made, 
either  by  or  through  that  gentleman  to  youj  as 
ought)  in  the  judgment  of  the  Presidentj  to  have 
any  influence  upon  my  con'doct  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  |ionor  to  be,  ^. . 

WILLi^AM  PINKNBY. 

P.  S.  November  15,  I  hear  nothing  fromLonI 
Weilesley,  and  not  niuph  from  any  other  quarter^ 
concerning. the  Orders  in  CouocjL  I  have  not 
lately  sought  any  interview  with  him  on  that  or 
any  other  oocasi^^in.  It  is  impossible  (or  me  to 
lookJ^k  uponthepast,  and  to  place  mitch  value 
upon  conferences. 

I  am  particularly  anxious  lo  get  from  Lord 
Weilesley,  in  ease  the  British  Government  per- 
sialsin  deolinln^p  to  repeal  the  orders,  a, distinct, 
statement  in  writing  ot  the  motives  of  iu  con- 
duct; 

Thuji'fair  I  have  uken  for  granted  the  manifest, 
and  incontrovertible  jtutioepf  our  expectations; 
beliehriag  that  there  eould,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  no  sufficient  inducement  for  anticipating  difn 
Acuities'  and  objections  in  so  plain  a  case; 
that,  if  any  existed,  they  ought  to  be,  and  would 


be,  avowedi  and  that,  when  avoired,  I  emld 
meet  theni  with  more  advantage  than  while  chef 
were  only  conjectured.  Sboula,  however,  a  stu- 
dious ambiguity  continue  to  be  preserved  oa  m 
sulject,  which  now  touches  more  nearly  thaa 
ever  (in  my  opinion  vitally)  the  character  aai 
rights  of  our  country,  I  snail  very  «ooii  think 
myself,  called  upon  to  suppose  for  this  Govcta- 
ment  reasons  which  it  will  not  deciare,^  and  to 
exan^ae  them  with  fuliiess  and  freesdooi  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  Weilesley.  It  is  unneoessary,  in  the 
mean a(me,  to  trouble  you. with  the  view  which 
that  letter  will  .contain.  I  have  not  lately  re- 
ceived anything  from  Fc^'oe  which  enablea  me 
to  put  the  repeal  of  ,the  French  decreea  is  a 
stronffer- .  light  than  could  otherwise  .be  dose. 
Mr.RUsselfhas  written  me  two  letters;  the  first 
dated  the  26th' of  September,  and  received  on  the 
3d  of  October;  ttie  other  dated  the  lO.th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  received  the  13th*of  N'oveDaber.  This 
last  enclosed  a  letter  to  ,nie  frbm  Qeoeral  Arm- 
strong of  the  29th  of  September.  He  had  written 
me  a  short  not^  from  Paris,  dated  the  13th  of 
Septembeiv(t>ut  not  receiv/ed  till  long  afterwards.) 
which  enclosed  a  copv  of  the  French  Minisiei^ 
leuer  to  him  .of  the  12th  of  thi^t  month,  already 
received  from  Mr.  RusseU^  in  his  letter  of  the 
26th  of  September* 

Such  iise  as  eoUld  be  made  of  these  diffefeat 
communii^ions  I  have  made.  Of  course  it  coold 
be(.  very  little.  A  Mmt/eur  ofthe  9th  of  Sep* 
temberH  containiiig  the  Dolce  of  Cadore^  letter  ef 
the  5ih  of  August  to  General  Armstrong,  (which 
I  got  through  .a  private  channeL)  is  mach  more 
Hkely  to  bs^of  service  (if  atiytbingcaa  be.of  aei^ 
vice)  hece^  where  that .  J9urnal  is  considered  as 
equivalent  to  the  London  Gazette ;  and  I  have 
accordingly  referred  to  it'  in  my.  note  tQ  Lord 
Weilesley  of  the  34  instant. 

■       ■  ^i.  Smith  to  Mr.  Finkhey. 

Depabtuent  ot  Statb, 
November  15,  ISIO. 
.  Sir  :  From  a  review  of  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Government  in  relation  to  a  Plenipoten- 
tiary successor  to  Mf.  Jackson,  as  presented  in 
yoikr  several  coinmonieatioas,  ineAidiag  even 
those  brou|^ht  by  the  Hornet,  at  which  date  and 
on  Which  inviting  occasion,  the  subject  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  within  the  attention  of  the 
Oovecnmentt  the  President  thinks  it  improper 
that  the  United  States  should  continue  to  be  rep- 
r<eseiued  at  I^ondon  by  a  Minister  Plenipoteatiary. 
In  case,  therefore,  no  appointment  of  a  successor 
to  Mr.  Jackson  of  that  grade  should  haye  ukea 
place  at  the  receipt/of  this  letter,  you  will  eon* 
sider  your  functions  as  suspendeo,  and  you  wiU. 
accordingly  take  yoi^  leave  of  abeence^  chargiog 
a  fit  person  with  the  affairs  of  the  Legation. 

Consid|sriog  the  season  at  which  this  instruc- 
tion may  have  its  eflfeot,  and  the  possibility  of  a 
satisfactory  change  in  tbe  posture  of  our  re&tions 
with  Great  Britain,  the  time  of  your  return  to 
the  United  States  b  left  to  your  discretion  aad 
convenienpe.^    i  have  the  honor,  dbc. 
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RtlotwnB  wUh  >€httA  Brwthi^ 


Bxtnct  of  ft  laCtor  from  Mr.  Piidutej-  to  the  Seeretaiy 
of  Bute. 

LoNpoii,  NcfV.  19,  1810. 
My  third  letter  to  Lord  Wellesley  eoocerDiDg 
the  Ffrach'  decrees  and  the  British  Orders  in 
Pponoil.  will  be  presented  much  sooner  than  I 
had  11  first  inteoded.  I  shall,  I  thinj|^,  present  it 
in  a  few  days.  Upon  the  other  subject  of  my 
letter  to  you  6f  the  14th  'instant,  I  need  not  add 
'  aoythtng  to  what  is  there  said  upon  it. 

*  Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkoey  to  the  t)ecretary 

of  State. 

Lqnoon,  Nofv,  21i  laiO. 
An  American  Tasael  (the  Fox)  has,  within  a 
few  days  pot,  been  forotfght  into  PlynKmth  as 
prize  to  a  King's  ahip  (thf  Am^t^yst)  for  an  im- 
.  puted  attempt  to  go  to  Gjierbourff,  in  Frabce,'in 
TJolaiion  of  the  unrepeaM  BrUish  orders.  I  haye 
reqnesle'd  that  the  case  may  be  represeaied  in 
Moper  form  to  me^aftd  I  ndean  to  use  it  -ss^^^ 
best  ground  for  my  intended  letter  tol^or^  Wei- 
lealey*. 

Street  of  a  letter  from  William  Pinkney,  Bgq.,  Min- 
iiter  Plenip^leiitiary  of  the  United  8t^  in  Lon* 
don,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

-  London,  Dec,  14, 1810. 

On  the  4th  Instant  I  received  from  Lord  Wei- 

lesley  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  (marked  No.  1)  is 

eneteed,  respecting  the  repeal  of  the  French  de- 

ctees.    The  conference  to  which  it  invited  me 

*  took  place  on  the  5th;  and  in  tbejBiourse  of  it  I 
explained  to  him  at  coDsiderable  length  my  view 
oT  that  subject,  and  of  the  points  imtqediately 
etmnected  with  it.  Lord  Welle:ilej  heard  me  in 
his  usual  manner,  but  confined  himself  to  such 
general  remarks  and  professions  ts  I  need  not  re^ 
peat  to  you.  He  proposed  that  our  conference 
should  iN?  renewed  on  the  7th,  and  engaged  in  the 
mean  time  to  report  to  his  colleagues  wnat  I  had 
sM^  and  at  our  next  interview  to  make  me  ac- 
quainted with  the  result. 

He  introduced,  of  his  own  ac^d,  the  twoaub- 
jeeta  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  the  Cbea- 
apenke. 

On  the  first,  he  prbfle«ied  to  entertain  the-same 
disposition  and  intention  as  heretofore,  and  de- 
clared that  the  iehty  whibh  had  taken  plabe 
arose  altogether  from  some  obstacles  of  a  personal 
nature  to  obtaining  the  services  of  the  person 
whom  he  particularly  wished  to  send  tO  America ; 
that  he  hoped  these  obstacles  would  soon  be  re- 
moved ^  that  be  bad  another  person  in  view  if  it 
should  be  otherwise ;  that  he  had  not  supposed 
that  delay  could  be  considered  as  of  any  moment 
by  my  Gk>veh)!xient,  after  the  assurance  contarined 
in  his  note  to  me  in  July  last ;  that  these  tempo- 
rary inequalities  were  common,  and,  when  not 
meant  to  be  offensive,  Were  never  held  to  be 

«0,  dC43. 

On  the  second,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  not 
sent  me  a  paper  which  he  had  prepared  opon  it, 
because  he  thought  it  would  be  w^ll  that  the  new 
Minister  ^oiild  carry  out  the  adjustment,  and, 


ebnsequently,  tbatit  shouM  be  post|^ned  until  he 
was  appointed.  He  repealed  that  we  should  have 
no  difficulties  upon  it.  I  gire  you  these  verbal 
explanations  as  I  received  tbe'm. 

On  the  6th  instant  I  received  from  Lord  Wbl- 
lesley  another  note,  of  which  a  copy  (marked 
No.  2)  is  enclosed,  requesting  me  to  recapitulate 
in  writing;  my  veroal  communication  of  the  9th. 
W^h  this  request  i  complied,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  enclosed  copy  (marked  No.  3}  of  my 
letter  to  him  of  the  10th. 

I.could  have  no  mottve^or  going  to  him  on  the 
7th,  and  had"  therefore  ao  interview  with  him  on 
that  day.  . 

As  the  case  of  the  Fox  Was  rather  pressing, 
and  I  was  aot  sure  that  I  could  prepare  my  letter 
on  the  general  subject  in  seaeon,  i  sent  in  a  sep- 
arate note  upon  it  on  the  8th.  A  copy  of  that 
note  (marked  No.  4)  is  enclosed.  1  have  no  re- 
ply to  it,  and  did  not  expect  one ;  but  I  understand 
that  the  canse  has  been,  and  will  be,  postponed. 

A  newspaper  copy  of  the  President's  procla ma- 
iion  of  the  2d  of  November  arrived  in  London  on 
the  11th  instant,  and  produced  a  good  deal  of 
sifnsation.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  find  my  letter 
to  Lord  Wellesley  so  supported.  I  hope  sooq  to 
receive  an  official  communication  of  it. 

What  will  be  done  here  on  tbe  affiiir  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  &e:,  I  cannot  ^et  say.  The 
genetal  impressioa  seems  to  be  that  they  will  do 
Dotltihg.  My  letter  to  Lord  Welleslev  wab  wrii- 
teii'(as  my  yerbal  communication  haa  kieen  giv- 
en) under  a  persiuunon  that  they  will  d6  pothing 
if  they  can  Jielp  it.  A  very  ^rm  toneoiight  now 
to  be  assumed  with  this  Ooyemment.   t( 

No.  1.       • 

Foreign  Office,  Dec,  4, 1810. 

Sir  :  After  the  most  accurate  inquiry.  \  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  intelligence 
of  the  actual  repeal  of.  the  French  decrees,  to 
which  your  notes  of  the  *25th  of  August  and  3d 
of.  November  refer,  or  of  the  restoration  of  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  to  the  condition  in 
which  it  stood  previously  to  the  promulgation  ef 
those  decrees. 

Jf  you  should  be  in  possession  of  any  such  in- 
formation. I  should  be  hapny  to  receive  it  from 
you,  and  for  that  purpose  I  request  to  have  the 
honor  of  a.  conference  with  you  at  this  office  to- 
morrow, at  two  o'clock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WELLESLEY. 

Wm.  Pinknet,  Esq. 


•  No.  2. 

Fobvion  Offtcb,  bee,  ^  1810. 
Sir  :  The  importance  of  the  verba)  communi- 
cation which  I  nad  the  honor  'of  receiving  from 
you  yesterday  indnees  me  to  request  that  you 
will  have  tbe  goodness  to  commit  the  substance 
of  it  to  writing  at  the  earliest  lime  which  may 
suit  your  eonvenience. 
As  soon  as  I  shall  hare  rec^ired  such  a  written 
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statement  from  you,)  shall  be  anxious  to  return 
an  official  reply  in  the  same  form. 

Under  these  circumstaoces,  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
unnecessary  that  you  should  take  the  trouble  of 
t;allinff  at  this  office  to-morrow. 

If,  however,'  you  should  be  desirous  of  seeing 
me,  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  receiving  you  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WELLESLEY. 

Wm.  Pinkney,  Esq. 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

QrEAT  CUMBfiBLANn  PlAOE. 

December  8, 1810. 

Mt  Lord:  I-have  the  honor  to  represent  tp 
you  that  an  American  vessel,  (the  Fox,)  pro- 
ceeding with  an  American  cargo^  from  a  port  p( 
the  United  States  to  Cherbourg,  in  France,  in  the 
confidence -that  the  repeal  of  the.decre.es  of  Ber-» 
lin  and  Mil&n  had,  in  conformity  with  repeated 
pledges  and  the  obvious  Remands  of  justice,  bieen 
followed  by  the  jevocalioo  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council,  has  been  captured  since  the  first  .of 
last  month,,  by  an  English  frigate,  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  these  orders,  and  brought  into  Fly- 
mouth,  an^  since  proceeded  against  in  the  HigV 
Court  of  Admiralty  as  prize*  of  war.     ~^ 

It  is  my  duty  lo  require  that  this  vessel  and 
her  cargo  may  be  restored  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  their  rightful  owner,  that  she  may  be  left  at 
full  liberty  to  resume  the  lawful  voyage  in  which 
she  was  engaged,  and  that  -efiectual  m/easures 
may  be 'adopted,  with  as  little  delay,  as  circum* 
stances  will  perpait,  for  the  prevention  of  similar 
interruptions  in  future.     . 

I  understand  that  the  captojrs,  in  t^iis  ca^e,  are 
likelv  to  be  urj|ept  for  condemnation;  and  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  will,  if  unrepealed,  be  con- 
sidered by  the  court  as  imposing  .upon  it  a  necen- 
sity  to  pronounce  ^ubh  a  sentence.  I  am  further 
inlormed  that  the  cause  may  be  heard,  if  the  cap- 
tors press  it,  on,  or  very  soon  after,  Tuesday  next. 
1  trust,  however^  that  the  necessary  steps  will^  be 
taken  by  the  British  Government  for  preventing 
the  signal  injustice  and  the  manv  embarrass- 
ments that  could  not  fail  to  result  from  such  an 
adjudication. 

I  hare  the  honoir  to  t>e,  dbc.' 

.WM.  PINKNEY. 

No.  3.     . 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley^ 
Gbeat  Cumberland  Place, 
December  10, 1810. 
My  Lobd*:    In  eompliaoce  with  the  request 
contained  in  ypur  note  of  the  6th  instant,  1. pro- 
ceed to  recapitulate  ia  this  letter  (with  some  va- 
liations,  however^)  the  statements  and  remarks 
"Whioh  I  had  the  honor  to  make  in  ouir  conference 
of  the  5th,  respecting  the  revocation  of  the  French 
decrees^  as  connected  with  a  change  of  system 
here,  on  the  subject  of  aeutrai  rights. 


Your  Lordship  need  not  be  told  that  I  sImmiU 
be  happy,  to  ofier,  at  a  much  earlier  momeiit, 
every  explanation  in  my  power  on  natters  of 
such  high  concern  to  the  rights  and  commeTce  of 
my  country,  and  the  future  character  of  ite  for- 
eign relations,  if  I  had  been  made  to  understaad 
that  explanation  was  desired;     ,  . 

My  written  commhnicatipns  of  August  and 
November  were  concise,  but  they  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  insufficient.  They  furnished  eii- 
denee  which  I  thought  conclusive,  and  abstataed 
from  labored  commentary,  because  I  deemed  it 
superfluous^  i  had  taken  up  an  opinion,  which  I 
abandobed  reluctantly  and  late,  that  the  British 
Qoyemmeat  would  be  eager  to  follow  the  ezam- 
pie  ol  France  in  recalling,  as  it  bad  professed  to 
do  in  promulgating,  that  extraordinary  sfstemof 
maritime  annoyance  which>  in  1807,  presested  to 
neutral  trade  in  almost  all  its  directioiM  the  hope- 
less alternative  of  inactivity  or  confiscatiaa; 
whic^h  cetisidered  it  as  a  subject  to  be  reflated, 
like  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  bf  the 
statutes  of  the  British  Parliament ;  and  andertoek 
to  bend  atid  fashion  it  l^r  every  variety  of  expe- 
dient to  all  the  purposes  and  even  the  caprices  of 
Great  Britain.  I  had  tio  idea  that  the  remoaat 
of  that  system,  productive  of  no  coDceiVahla  ad- 
vantage to  EiDgland,  and  deservedly  odion^  for 
its  theory  and  destructive  effects  to  others,  coald 
survive  the  public  declaration  of  France  that  the 
edicts. of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked.  In- 
structed at  length,  by^  your  Lordship's  cootioned 
silence,  and  alarmed  for  the  property  of  my  fel- 
low-pi tizens,  now  more  that)  ever  exposed,  by  an 
erroneous  conQdence,  to  the  ruinous  opecation  of 
the  British  ordiers,  I  waa  preparing  to  support  my 
general  representations  by  detailed  remonstrance, 
when  I  received  the  honor  of  your  note  of  the  4th 
instant.  )n  the  conference  which  ensued,  I  troo 
bled  your  Lordship  with  a. verbal  coounoaica- 
tiobj  of  which  the  following  is  nearly  4he  sub- 
stance:  .     .  ' 

,  The  doubts  which  appear  to  stand  ia  the  war 
of  the  recall  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coooeil, 
(under  which  <ltenomination  I  include  certain  or- 
ders of  blockadeof  a  kindred  principle  and  spiiic,) 
tnust  refer,  to  t^e  mani^r,  or  tlie  terms,  or  the 
practical,  effect  of  the  alleged  repeal  of  the  deorees 
of  Fraqce.    . 

That  the  naanner  of  the  proceeding  is  satis- 
factory to  the.  British  Government  canaot  be 
questioned;  sin/ce  it  is  preci^y  that  in  which 
its  own  numerous  orders  for  establishiagj  modi- 
fying, or  removing  blockades,  and  other  maritime 
obstructidns,  are  usually  proclained  to  neimal 
States  and  ine^chants. 

The  French  repeal  was  officially  notified  oa  the 
5th  of  Auffust,  to  the  Minister  Plenipoteotiary  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  by  the  French  Bua- 
ister  foj^  Foreign  Affiiirs,  as  I  had  the  honor  fo  in- 
form  your  Lordshio  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  the 
same  month,  whicn  not  only  gave  the  import,  hot 
(as  the  enclosed  copy  will  show)  adopted  the 
words  of  General. Armstrong's  statement  to  me  of 
the  tenor  and  effect  of  that  notice. 

On  the  9th  of  August  thenotlfioation  to  General 
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AnQsCroog  was  babiish^d  in  the  Mooltearj  the  I  last,  upoo  the  UDued  States;  and  as  tbey  are 


official  joaroal  of  the  French  Govern  meat,  as  the 
act  of  that  Government ;  apd  vhus  became  a  for- 
mal declaration^  and  a  public  pledge  to  all  who 
had  an  inteircst  in  the  matter  or  it. 

It' would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  particularize 
the  numerous  instances  of  analogous  practice  in 
fin^^d,  by  which  4his  course  is  countenanced ) 
butm  reeent  example,  happens  ^o  be  before  m& 
and  may  therefore  be  mentioned].  The  partial 
recall  or  modification  pf  the  English  blockade  of 
the  ports  and  places  of  Stmin  from  Gijon  to  the 
French  territory,  (itself  known  to  my,  Govern- 
ment onlv  through  actroular  notidcauon  to  me, 
recited  a4erwards  Jn  the.  London  Gazette^  was 
declared  to  the  American  and  pther  Goverbinf  nts 
in  exactly  the  same  mode. 

I  think  it  demoa3trable  that  the  terms  in  which 
the  French  revocatiop  was  aimounced  are  just  as 
free  from  well  founded  objection  as  the  manner. 
Youjr  Lordship's  view  of  them  is  Entirely  on-, 
known  to  me;  but  I  am  not  ignorant  that  there 
aise  thoseanlhis  country  i^ho^  projfesslng  to  have 
examined  them  with  care^  ai^d  having  certainly 
examined  them  t|riih  jealousy,  nraintain  that  the 
revocation,  on'  the  1st  of  November.  Was  made  to' 
depend,  bythe  obvious  meaning  of  those  terms, 
upon  a  condition-  precedent  which  has  not  been 
fulfilled,  namely^  the  revocation,  by  Great  Britain 
of  her  Orders  in  Council,  including  such  block- 
ading orders  as  France  complains  of  i^s  illegal. 

If  this  were  even  admitted  to  be  so.  I  aih  yet 
to  learn  upon  what  grounds  ofjustice  tne  British 
Governmeikt  could  decline  to  meet,  by  a  sitnilar 
act  on  its  part,  an  advance,  thus  made  |o  it  by  its 
adversary  in  the  face  cif  the  world,  tawards'a  co- 
operation la  the  great  work  of  restoring  the  lib- 
.  erty  of  the.pcton ;  so  far,  at  leaist,  as  irespecta^he 
Orders  in  Council  of  1807  and  1809,  and  such 
Uockades  as  re'seipble  them.  It  is  not  neoe^ry, 
however,  to  take  this  view  of  the  question;  for 
the  Frehch  revocation  turns  oa  <ko  condition  pre- 
cedent, is  absolute,  precise,  and  onequivopal. 

What  coaatruction  qT  the  document  which  de- 
clares that  revocatioD  might  be  made  bjr.  deter- 
.  mine^  soapicion  and  distrust,  I  have  no  wish  sod 
.  am  not  bc^und.to  inquiie.  Sutth  interpreters  would 
not  be  satisfied  by  any  fionH  of  words,  and  'wo^ld 
be  likely  to  draw  the  s^me  conclusioa  from  per- 
fect explicitneps  and  studied  obsouritir.  It  is 
enough  for  me  that  the  fair,  and  natural,  and  ne-.. 
eessary  import  of  the  paper  «ffords  no  color  for 
the  inteirpretation  I  am  about  to  examine.    C 

The  French  declai^tion  ^^  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that,  from  the 
1st  of  November  they  will  cease  tOt  ha«e  aay 
effect,"  is  j|>reci8ion  itself.  But  they  are  followed 
by  these  words;  ''Bien  entendu  qu'en  eonsi- 
qnence  de  cette  d^claratipd  les  Anglais  r^yoquer- 
ont  leurs  arrets  du  conseil,  et  reftoneeront^  aOx 
nouveaux  principes  de  blocus  qu'ils  ont  V5>nlu 
€tablir,  ou  bien  que  tes  Etats  Unts,  cot^fin^mdmetft 
d  Vacte  <pte  voua  venez  eommuniquer,  feront  re- 
specter leurs  droits  par  les  Anglais.". 

If  these  words  state  any  condition  the^  state 
two;  the  first  depending  upon  Great  Britain,  the 


put  in  the  disjunctive,  it  Would  he  extravagant  to 
hold,  that  the  nQ^-performance  of  one  of  them  is 
equivalent  to  the  non-performance  of  both.  I 
shall  take  for  granted,  therefore,  that  the  argu- 
ment against  my  construction  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore!s  le^ter^most  be  moulded  into  a  new  form. 
It  must  deal  with  two  copditions  instead  of  one, 
and  considering  them  equally  as  conditions  pre- 
cedent to  be  perforn^d  (disjunctively)  before  the 
day  limiied  for  the  operative  commencement  of 
the  Fr^eh  repeal,  must  maintain  that,  if  neither 
of  tliem  should  be  performed  before  that  day,  the 
decrees  were  not  to  be  revoked ;  and,  conse- 
/quently,  that,  as  neither  of  them  has  been  so  per- 
formed, the  decrees,  ^re  still  in^orce. 

If  this  hypothesis  of  previous  conditions,  4hus 
reduced  to  the  onlv  shape  ii  can  assume,  be 
proved  to  be  uusouod,  m^  construction  is  at  once 
established;  ?ince  it  is  onlf  upon  tbiat  hypothesis 
that  any  doubt  can  be  raised^  agfiinst  the  ej^act 
and  perspicuoost  assurance  that  the  decrees  were 
actually  repealed,  and  that  the  repeal  would  be- 
come effectual  on  the  1st  of  November.  This 
hypothesis  is  proved  to' be  .unsound,  by  the  fol- 
hHRTing  consideration :       . 

It  has  oleariy'po  fovmdatron  in  the  phrasedoey 
of  thes  pipe?,  which  does  not  contain  a  syllable 
-to  put  any  condition  before  the  repeal.  The  re- 
peal is  represented  as  %  step  already  taken,  to 
have  eflfect  on  a  day  specified.  Certain. conse-* 
quenpes  are,  indeed,  declared  to  be  expected  frbm 
this  proceeding;  but  no  d^j  b  given,  either  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication,  within  which  they  are 
io  happen.  It  is  not  said,  >*bien  entendu  que  les 
Anglais  auront  r6voqu6^"  d^o.  hut  '^que  les  An- 
glais r^voqueront,"  4^.  indefinitely  as  to  time. 
'  The  notion  of  conditions  precedent  is,  there- 
fore, 40  say  the  least  of  it,  perfectly  gratuitous. 
.But  it  ir  also  absurd.  It  drives  us  to  the  con'clu 
sion«  that  a  palpable  and  .notorioua  impossibility 
was  intended  to  be  prescribed  as  a  condition,  io  a 
paper  which  they,  who  think  it  was  meant  to  de- 
ceive, must  admit  was  meant  to  be  plausible. 

It  was  a  palpable  and  notorious  impossibility, 
that  the  United  States  should,  before  the  1st 
0^  November,  execute  any  condition,  no  matter 
what  the  nature  of  it,  the  performance  of  which 
was  to  follow  the  ascertained  failure  o^a  condi- 
tion to  be  executed  bty  Great  Britain  at  any  time 
before.  t(ie  same  1st  of  November.  That  the 
act  expected  fro^  the  United  Slates  ivas  to  be 
consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  other,  is  ap- 
parent. It  is  also  apparent,  that  upon  any  inter- 
^#tation  vhich  would  make  the  act  of  Great 
Britain  a  nondition  precedent  to  the  Frenc)i  re- 
peal, and  consequently,  precedent  to  the  1st  No- 
veiDber,  (when  the  repeal  was,  if  ever,  to  take 
effect^)  that  condition'  could  npt  be  said  to  have 
failed  before  the  wfa^e  period,  from  the  5th  of 
August  to  the  1st  of  November,  had  ^lapsed*  But 
if  Great  Britain  had  the  whole  time  within  which 
to  elect  the. course  which  she  would  porsu^what 
opportunity  would  be  left  to  the  United  States, 
(equally  bound,  upon  this  idea  of  conditions  pre- 
cedent, to«et  their  pan  withiu  (he  same  period,} 
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to  become  acquainted  with  that  efectlon,  and  to 
decide  Qpon  and  take  their  own  course  in  conse- 
quence; to  say  nothing  oif  the  transiAtssion  of 
such  intelligence  of  it  to  Earope,  as  wouM  oe,  inr 
dispensable  to  the  efficacy  of  the  conditional  revo- 
cation? 

This  general  view  would  alone  be  sufficient  to 
discredit  the  arbitrary  construction  under  consid- 
eration. But  it  .will  be  more  comnletely  exposed 
by  an  exp^anatfon  of  the  nature  ot  the  act,  which 
tne  latter  professes  to  expect  from  the  United 
States,  in  ease  Great  Britain  should  omit,  to  re- 
roke.  This  act  is  thereriralof  the  non-inteKOurse 
law  a|^inst  England,  France  remaining  exempt 
from  It,  as  well  as  ivom,  the  proFtsioofs  of  the  siibr 
sequent  law,  commonly  called  the  nom-interoourse 
act.  Now,  if  it  is  too  plain,  upon  the  face  of  the 
last  mentioned  law  (to  which  ihe  letter  expressly 
refers)  to  escapre  the  most  negligent  and  unskilful 
obaierver,  that  this  revival  could  not,  by  any  in- 
dustry or  chance,  be  aceoroplished  before  the 
time  fixed Yor  the  cesMtlon  of  the  French  decrees, 
or  even  for  a  considemhle  time  afterw&rds,  it 
certainly  cannot  be  allowable  to  assume,  that  the 
revival 'was  required  by  ihf  letter  (wbatevev  vras 
the  object  of  the  writer  or  his  Gmvernment)  ^o 
precede  the  cession.  And  if  this  was  not  reqnirec^ 
It  is  incontrovertible  that  the  cessation  would,  by 
the  terms  of  the  letter,  take  place  on  the  appotm* 
ed  day,  whether  aoy  of  the  events  disjunciivvly 
*  specihed  had  intervened  or  not. 

The  first  step  towards  a  revival  of  th«  timnin^ 
tercourse  amnst  England  would  be  the  proela- 
nl^fion  of  the  President  that  France  'had  so  re*- 
Toked  or  modified"  her  edicts,  as  that  they  ceased 
to  Violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  But  the  leaer  of  Monsieur  Champagny  left 
the  decrees  as  it  found  them  up  to  the  first  or  No* 
Tembar,  and,  consequentl/,  up  to  that  day  it  could 
tiot,  for  anything  contained  in  ttiat  letter,  be  said 
that  the  rii^ts  of  American  commerce  were  n^ 
longer  infringed  by  them.  A  prospective  proc- 
landation,  that  tbev  would  cease  to  viotote  uio$e 
rights,  night,  perhaps,  be  issqed;  but  it  couftd 
scarcely  have  any  substantial  operation,  either  in 
fav6r  of  France  or  to  the  prejudice  of  fiqgland, 
until  the  epoch  to'whioh  ii  looked  hi^d  arrived. 

Let  it  be  admitted,  however,  that  all'  pbf  deal 
and  legal  obstacles  to  the  imuing.-before^th'e  1st 
of  November,  of-  a  proclamation,  to  t«ke  efiect 
imiBodiately,  Were  out  of  tke  -way ;  how*  wo^ld 
such  a  pvoeeeding  fulfil,  of  itself,  the- expectation 
that  the  United  States  would,  before  the-  1st  of 
Novem^r,  "cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by 
the  English,"  in  the  mode  pointed  D«t  in  the  let- 
ter, pamely,  by  the  enforcement  of  the  non-inter- 
course law?  The  prockmation  would  wqrk  no 
director  immlediatecQnsequeflMse against  England. 
^  Three  months  from  its  date  must  pass  away  be- 
fore the  noh«intereourse4aw  could  revive  ag^nst 
her$  and  when  it  did  so,  the  revival  wou^  not 
be  the  effect  of  the  proclamation,  but  of  the  con- 
tinued adherence  of  England  to  her  obnoiious 
system.  Thus,  even  if-  a. proclamation,  effectual 
from  its  datej  had  been  issued  l>y  the  President 
on  the  day  wnen  the  Freneb  declaration  of  repeal 


eame  to  the  hands  of  the  American  Miaieser  at 
Paris,  the  intercourse  hetween  the  United  Stales 
and  Great  Britain  would,  on  the  1st  of  Naramher, 
have  remained  hi  the  same  condition  in  which  it 
wks  found'  in  August  As  all  this  was  we&  «a- 
derstood  by  (he  Governni^nt  of  France,  the  eoa- 
clusiofi  is,,  that  its  Minister,  proieasiBg:  too  to 
have  the  American  law  before,  him,  and  to  expect 
only  what  Was  CQnfomable  with  .that  law,  did 
not  intend  to  require  the  Tevival  of  the  aott-ialer- 
course  against  England  asa  oooditioa  to  be  par- 
formed  before  the  1st  of  November. 

It  is  worthy  of  .remark,  as .  imrodoAory  to 
another  view  of  this  subject,  that   cren  ihey 
who  conclude  that  the  repeal  of  .the  Frioeh  da- 
C|ees  has  failed,  are  not  backward  to  aeerftie  to 
the  French  deciarati^  a  purpose  mterif  laeoa 
sisient  with  that  oondosion.  *  They  sappoae  the 
purpose  to  have  been  to  afiect  the  nuattag  lala- 
tions  between  America  and  England,  by  the  oaly 
means,  which  the  declaration  utates,  tbm-wRt  of 
noa«in tercourse.     And  it  is  certain  that  nnlssi 
England  should  abaadon  particular  parts  of  her 
sfstemj  this  was  the  result  avowedly  io  view^aad 
meant  to  be  accomplished.    But  tb^re  eovid  be 
no  hope  cf  such  a  result  without  a  profiavsef- 
ieetuat  relinquisha^eat  of  th^    French  deems. 
A  case  could  not  otherwise  be  made  to  eadst  (u 
the  Duk^  of  Cadore  was  aware)  for  aoeb  aa  op- 
eration of  the  American  law.    To  put  the  kw 
before  th^  revocation  of  the  edicts  was  toapos- 
sible.     With  the  law  in  his   hand,  it  woaid 
have  been  miraoulotts  ignoranlse  aof  to  koow 
that  it  was  tha  exact  reverse  of  this  which  his 
fApet  tnnst  propose.  He  would  derive  thu  kaotsl- 
edge,  not  from  that  particular  law  only,  b«  from 
the  whole  tieaor  and  spipt  ofAmertcaa  procaad 
ings,  in  that  paiafbl  and  anomalous  dtleauna, 
in  Which.  Cbeat  Britain  and  France,  agreei^  ia 
tfotbiageisa^  had  recently  eomhiaed  to  p4aer«he 
maritime  interests  of  America.    Qe  woaJd  col- 
let from  those  prooeediogs  tbar,  white  these  eoa- 
flicting  P6wers  continued  to  rival  eiteh  oche?  ia 
their  aggte^ons  upoa  aeatral  rights,  the  Gov 
erament  of  the  .United  States  wouki  oppose  ksalf 
impartially  to  both.     The  Frea^h  deslaiatioa, 
then,  had,  either  no  meaaing  at  all,  or  it  OMaat 
to  an  nouooe  to  Oeneral  Armstrong  a  paskire  rer- 
ocatioh  of  the  French  edicts;      ^ 

I  should  only fatfffae  your  LordiriUp  by  fmi  saiag 
further  a  point  so  plain  and  simple.  I  will,  there- 
fore, merely  add  io  what  1  have  already  said  aa 
this  branch- of  the  subject,  that  the  atitMig  aad 
unqualified  communieation  from  'General  Ana- 
strong  to  ae,  mentioned  in  the  oommeneeoaeatof 
this  letter,  and  corroborated  by  soboeqneikt  coat- 
munications  (one  of  which  1  now  lay  hefote 
you)  may,  perhaps,  without  any  great  effort  of 
courtesy,  be  allowed  to  coatain  that  ''antheatie 
iateHigenCe"  which  your  Lordship  is  in  seareh  of. 
He  could  scarcely  have  been  free  from  doubt,  il 
the  occasion  wis  caleulated  to  suggest  it;  and  if 
he  had  really  doubted,  would  harfiy  have  apokea 
to  me  with  the  confidence  bf  conviction. 

It  only' remains  to  speak  of  the  practieal  cffsct 
of  the  Fieach  repeal.  -And  here  year  Lordship 
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rwut  a^Sbrmt  to  reflMi»d  yon  tlMt  tb«  orders  of 
Bo^laad  iu  1807,  did  oot  waii  for  tlve  pfapti€«l 
effect  of  the  BeruQ  decree,  oor  'linser  until  the 
obscuritiF)  ib  wbicb  the  ineamoff  of  that  decree 
was  sappo^d  to  be  iaTolred,  sbould  be  cleared 
awAvby  tfltfeor^plaoaiioiu  They  ca«ie  prompt- 
ly aner  the  decree  ita^,  w^ile  it  was  not  oply 
AttMgnevm  but  inoDerative,  and  raised' upon  an 
idle  prohibitioiy  aud  yet  a.Bi9tre  idle  declarartloiD. 
wiiic6  France  liad  not  atteospted  ^)-9Qfoic^,^nd 
was  notoriously  iiieat^abke  oi  ei^fbrcing,  a  vast 
scbefi»e  of  oppmts^li  ttpou  the  seas,  more  de- 
sUttcii v«  of  aii'the  aehaowMfCd  rights  of  peace- 
ful  Si«t^  tban  history  can -partUal-  This  retal- 
iation, as  it  Was  called,  wa?  ,s6  rapid,  that  it  wa^ 
felt  before  Mm  iiqni-y  wis  said  to  htTC  provoked 
it  \  aacl  yeK,  that  iojury,  such  as  it  was,  was  pre- 
ceded by  the^  practical  assertida^  on  the  part  of 
Grant  Britain,  of  new^and  abirmmg  principles  ^f 
public  law,  in  the  nou^Mon  of  the  blooltadc'of 
May,  180Q,and  in  the  judicial  decisions  of  the 
year  before*  To  'uphold  the  setaltatorjr  orders, 
everyihlnc:  was  presumed  with  a  siniprisiag  fa- 
cility»  Not  only  wa4  an  impotent,  unexecuted, 
and  equivQcf  1  menace  presumed  to  be  an  active 
scourge  of  the  commerce'^of  neutral  nations,  but 
the  acquiescence  of  those  nations  was  presumed^ 
afainst  th#  plainest  evidence  of/factS;   ^ 

The  alacrity  with  which  all. this*  wa^  dpaecan 
aeve?  be  raoeinbei^ed'  without  regret  and  astoi^ 
ishment ;  but  our  regret  and  asu»nlshment  must 
increase,  if,  aft^r  four  years  have  been  giv^  to 
the  parnioions  innovstioo  which  these  presump- 
tions "w^f^  ^^  introduce  and  support,  something 
lil^  the  same  alacrity  should  not  be  displayed  in 
seizing  an  honorable  opportunity  of  discarding  it 
forever. 

It  is  not -unnatural  to  imagine  that  i^will  be 
discarihed  with  pleasure,  when  it  is  considered, 
that,  hAving  never  been  eAeetualasan  instrument 
of  hoaitility,  it  cannot  now.layckim  to  thosaother 
recommendations  for  which  is  may  have*  heftto- 
fora  hena  peised.  The  Orders  in  Conncil  (of 
Noveoa^)  hi^re  passed  through  aome.tmportant 
changes ;  hat  they  have  been  steady,  as  longtisrt 
was  possible,,  to  the  phrpose  which  ^rsi  impressed 
thesn  with  a  character  not  to  be  mistaken. 

In  their  original  plan«  tbey  coaiprehepded  act 
only  France  and  such  allied  or  dependent  Powecs 
as  bad  adopted  the  edict  of  Bctlin,  but  sut^  dth^r 
nations  as  had  merely  excluded  from  their  )^rts 
the  coAroercial  flag  of  England.  This  prodigious 
expansion  of  the  system  Was  &r  beyond  any  in- 
teltigibte  standard  of  retaliation }  but  it  soon  ap- 
peared that  neutrals  migtit  be  permitted  to  traffic, 
under  certain  restrictions,  with  idl  these  different 
nations,  provided  thej  would  submit  with  a  de- 
pendence trulv  colonial,  to  carry  on  their  trade 
through  British  jKHTts,  and  to  pay  such  duties  as 
the  British  Qoverament  should  think  fit  to-  im- 
pescj  and-such  charges  as  BriHsh  agents  and  other 
British  subjects  might  be  content  to  make. 

The  United  Stales  abstained  from  this  traffic, 

in  which  tbey  could  n6t  embark  witlmut  dishonor; 

and  in  1809  the  cystem  shrunk  to  narrower  dl-^ 

mentions,  and  took  the  appearance  of  an  absolute 
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prohiUtioa  of  all  oomibe^ci^  iateicourse  wi|th 
France,  Holland,  and  the- kingdom  of  Italy. 

The.  prohibition  was  at^lute  in  appearance, 
but  not  in  fact.  It  had  lost  son^etbinff  of  former 
exttb^ran<^,  but  nothing  of  former  puahey,  and 
.ia  the  event,  was  sefep  tp  yie^  to  tbe  demands* of 
one  trade  while  it  pirevented  every  other. 

Controlled  and  relaxed  and  managed  by  lic^- 
s^s,  it  did  not,  after  a  brief  exhibition  of  Imperial 
.sternness,'  aflfect  to  '^distress  the  enemy''  by  the 
ocdvsion  of  his  ports,  when  the  commerce  of 
England  could  aavantageou^ly  find  its  way  to 
,them.  \At  leiiigth,  however,  this  conveniehce 
seems  to  be  ett joyed  no  iooger,  and  the  Orders  in 
Council  may  apparently  be  now  considered  (if[ 
indeed,  thf y  ought'  liot  alwavs'to  hav^e  been  con- 
sidered) as  affecting  Bngiand  with  a  loss  as  hcavyt. 
aS^  that  which  they  inftict  on  those  whose  rights ' 
they  violate.  ^In  stich  circumstances,  if  it  be  too 
much  to  except  t^e  credulity  of  1807,  it  may  yet 
be  hoped;  that  the  evidence  of  the  practical  efiect 
of  the  Fi^hcb  repeal  need  not  be  very  strong  to 
be  satisfactory.  It  is,  however,  as  stroing  as  the 
natjire  of  such  a  case  will  admit,  as  a  few  obser- 
vations will  show. 

On  such  an  occasion  it.  is  no  paradox  to  say» 
tbatthe  want  of  evidence  is  itself  evidence*  Tha^ 
certain  decrees  nre  ilot  in  force,  is  proved  by  the 
absence  of  such  facts  as  would  appear^  if  they 
wefe  in  foVce^  Every  motive  which  can  be  con- 
jectured  to  have  led  to  the  repeal  of  the  edicts 
invites  to  the  full  executipn  of  that  repeal,  and  no 
motive  can  be  imagined  for  a  different  course. 
These  consideratiops  are  alone  conclusive. 

Bat  further,  it  is  known  that  American  vessels 
bound  confes^ly  to  England,  have,  before  thC: 
Ist  '0f  Novemb^^  been  visited  bv  French  priva- 
teers^ and  suffered  to  pass,  upon  tne  foundauon  of 
the  prospective  repfial  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  andf 
the  proximity  of  the  day  when  it  would  beconw 
an  actual  one. 

If  there  are  not  even  stronger  tacu  to  show, 
that  the  decree  of  Milmi  isalso  withdrawn,  your 
Lordship  can  be  at  no  loss  for  the  reason.  It  . 
caoaot  be  proved  that  an  American  vessel  is  prac- 
tically held  by  France ;  nor  to  be  (iemUiofuit^ 
by  British  vfsitatido,  because  your  cruisers  visit 
only  to  capture,  and  ^compel  the  vessel  visited  to 
terminate  her  voyage,  not  in  France,  but  in  Eng- 
land. You  will  not  ask  for  the  issu^  of  an  expe- 
riment which  yourselves  intercept,  nor  complain 
that  you  h^ve  not  received  evidence,  which  is  nbl 
obtained,  because  you  h^e  renderedit  impossibla^ 
The  vessel  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  notf 
of  the  8th  iastnnt,  and  another  more  receatlv 
seized  as  prize,  would,  if  they  had  been  stiffered, 
as  they  ought,  to  resume  ihenr  voyages,  after  hav* 
lug  been  stopped  and  examined  ^byEaglish  crnis^ 
ers,  have  furnished  on  that  ^int  nnanswerable 
proof;  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that  precbe 
oflfers  haye  been  made  to  the  British  Government 
to  pnt  to  a  practicartest^thfc  dispasiiion  of  France 
ia  this  respect,  and  that  those  offers  huve  been  re- 
fused. Your^  cniisers,  however,  have  not  been 
able  to  visit  aM  American  vessels  bound  to  IVra  ace 
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and  it  is  understood  thkt  suc^  as  bare  arrived 
have  beeo  received  with  friendsbip* 

I  caonot  quit  this  iastijuestiou  without  enterintf 
my  protest  against  ttie'pret^BsioD  of  the  British 
Croverfuneut  to  postpone  the  justice  'Wi^ich  it 
owes  to  my  iGovemment  and  eountry,  for  this 
tardy  investigatioq  of  cdosequences.  1  i^m  opt 
able  to  comprehend  u{)on  what  the  pretisnsioq 
rests,  nor  to  what  limits  the  investigation  can 
be  subjeQtecl.  If  it  were^  even  admitted  that 
France  wa;^  more  emphatically  bound  to  repeal 
her  almost  nominal  decrees  (ban  Great  Britain  ior 
repeal  substantial  orders,  (which  ^m  not  be  ad- 
mitted,) what  mol'e  can  reasonably  be  required' 
bv  the  latter  thau  has  be^en  done  bv  the  (brmer  ? 
The  decrees  are  offipiaHy'  declared  by  the  Gov- 
ernmept  of  France^ to  be  repealed.  Th^y  were 
ineffectual  as  a  materia^  prejudice  to  Enghiqd 
before  the  declaration,  <and  must  be  ibeffeclual 
since. ,  There  is,  therefore,,  nothing,  oi*  substance 
for  tbis  dilatory  inqniry,  which,  if^pnee  begun,, 
may  be  protracted  without  end,  or  at  least  tillthe* 
hour  for  just  and  prudent  decision  b^s  passed. 
But,  if  there  werp  room  ^q  apprehend  that  the  re- 
pealed decrees  might  have  sotne  operation  in  case 
the  Orders' in  Council  were  withdrawn,  still,  ^s 
there  is  no  sudden  and  formidable  peril  to  whfch 
Great  Britain  could  be  exposed  by  that  o|)eration, 
there  can  be  no  reason  for  declining  to  act  at 
once  upon  the  declaration  of  France,  and  to  leave 
it  to  the  future  to  try  ijts  sincerity,  ifjthat  sincer- 
ity be  suspected. 

I  have  thus  disclosed  to  your  Lordship,  with 
that  frankness  which  the  times  dema'nd^my  view 
of  a  subject  deeply  ioterestingr  to  our  respective 
countries.  The  part  which 'Great^  Br itim  may 
act  on  this  occasion  cadnot  fail  to'bkVe  important 
and  ia§ting  consequences,  and  I  can  only  wish 
that  they  may  be  good. 

Bv  giving  up  her  Orders  in  Council  and  the 
blockades,  to  which  my  letter  of  the2l8t  of  Sep- 
tember, relates,  she  has  nothing  to 'lose  in  charac- 
ter or  strength^  By  adhering  to  them,  she  will 
not. only  be  unjust  to  others,  but  unjust  to  herself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM,  PINKNEY. 
'  The  MARaeis  Wellb^j«eV. 


Mr.  Piakney  to  the  Bedretary  of  State. 

London,  December  22, 1810. 

Sib:  I  reeei'rtd  on  the  dOth  instant,  from  Liv- 
trpool,  your  letter  of  the  19ih  of  October,  the  ooly 
one  yet  received  of  a  date  subsequent  to  the  17th 
of  July. 

My  letter  of  the  14th  of  November  will  show 
that  I  had  m^seli  resolved  upon  ,the  course  of 
proceeding  whioh  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter 
tndiaite^.  I  now  wait  only  for  the  restoration 
of  the  capacity  ot  the  Government. 

I  presume  that  my  note  to  Lord  Wellesley  of 
the  21st  of  September-Will  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing, anticipated  such  ^rts  of  your  letter  ks  re- 
late to  bJockMes.  No-answer  or  any  sort  has  been 
given  to  that  note,  but  Iwill  not:  fail  to  take  the 
rat  bcooiion  to  rcioforce  it,  by  enlarging  on' the 


considerations  to-whloh  yoirallude.  In  myopia- 
ion  the  subject  cannot  be  too  much  preaaed^aor 
the  ioaportance  of  it  exaggerated.  It  such  block- 
ades are  to  continue,  we  shaUhave  toc  rid  of  the 
orders  of  1887  and  1869  in  vain.       ^         .  >. 

You  wiH  perceive  that,  in  my  "bote  above-nea- 
tioned,  I.  Undertook  ttf' mention  the  blockade  of 
the  whole  island  of  Zealand,  us  one  of  tbose  paper 
blockades. to  whi^h  the  United  States  objected; 
ihat,  in  my'  note  of  the  2dth  of  August,  thtt 
blockade  was, comprehended  under  the  geneni 
description  of  such  orders  aa  were  ^  mnalogoos  to" 
the:  Ord4?r^  inCooncitoTidOT  and*  1809;  and  that 
in  my  late'aote,(qf .the  lOthinstant,)  I  bavenrged 
t*he  revocation  of  all  the  blockades  to  wfakh  my 
note  of  the  2l8t  of  September  related. 

I  had'  no  mstruotioas  0  warrant  flike  iareme- 
senting  ahyothef  blookade  than  that  of  May. 
1806,  ^s '  indispenaable  in  the  view  of  onr  kws 
concerning  commercial  intercojarse  with  Gnat 
Britain  and^  France,  i  \Mte  endemvored,  how- 
ever, so'to-  shape  ray  difierent  notes  to  Laord  Wdi- 
lesley.  as  that,  when  taken  together,  they  may  be 
consider^  tp-  enabrace  the  whole  of  the  paper 
blpckades,  for  every  porppse,  or  only  for  partiei- 
la r  purposes,  .as  future  inetrac|tioii9  or  conve- 
nience might  rehire.  ^ 

Upon  t£e' subject  of  impressments,  I  need  not 
say'anythtnj|f,'as  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  las 
not  been  adjusted.  For  other  matters.  I  refer  you 
to  the  iiewspp^rs,  -     , 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec.       <» 

WM.  PINKNEY. 


FRANCE;. 


[The  folkming  docnm^nts  were  trsiMQutted  lo  Cen- 
gresi  by  the  ^t^^esident's  MessageiB  of-DeiDssbw  A. 
181(K,  and  '/tnuaiy  UtJanuaiy  81,  and  Felnaiy 
19,1811.]  V.    .  '    , 

Tt^tthe  MdU9e  of  Repft9entati9e9  of  jike  Vmiti  SUtm^- 
I  transmit  to  the  Hdose  of  Kepreaencatives  co* 

pries  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  their  resola- 

tion  of  the  4th  instant. 

/*      JAMBS  MADtSON. 
January  14yl8H. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  tne  Vniied  States.- 

May  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Charsf 
des  Ankires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  to  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  another  fVom  the  same 
to  the  French  Minister  of  .Foreign  Relations; 
also  two  letters  from  the  agent  of  the  American 
Consul  at 'Bordeaux  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

January  31,  1811. 


Extrsct— -Mr.  Armstrong  to  Hr;  Smith,  Seciataiy  of 

State. 

.     Paris,  .X»iifar|rd8,18ia 

M.  Champagny  stated  that  the  ordor  givaoy  ia 

relation  to  our  shipsj  d&c^  in  Spain,  vna-a  rem* 

tar  coasfqqeaceoftha  ayauiia  deckrad  ui  iib  lat- 

Digili^ed  by  V3OOQIC 
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ter  of  th^  23d  August  last,  aad  which  had  been 
pr6malgated  throughout  the  Uuited  States.  *^  It 
18  obYipus,"  he  added,  '^  that  His  Majesty  caotiot: 
permit  to  his  allies  a  comm9rce  whii^h  he  denies 
to  himself.  This  would  be  at  once  to  defeat  his 
system  and  oppress^  his  subjects,  by  demand ing 
from  them  great  ^ocT  useless  sacrifices ;  for,  if  the 
system  be  oot  strictly  observed  every  where,  it 
cannot  wywhei^  produce  the  effects  expected 
iVom  it.  •  Still,"  he  said,  f^the  property  is  only 
sequestered,  and  becoines  a  subject  of  the  preselat 
negotiation.'^  As  on.r  remonstrances  have  been, 
sniiciently  frequent  and  free,  as  this  was  a  meet- 
ing merelv  of  coneiKation,  and  as  the  closing  re- 
mark of  tne  Minister  indicated  rather  the  policy 
of -looking  fprward  to  our  rights  than  backward 
on  our  wroB^s,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  ^tfp-^ 
pTes9  the  obviou;s  answers  which  might  have  beeit 
gfven  to  bis  observatioils,  and' which,  under  otl^er 
circumstances,  should  not  have  been  omitted.  I 
accordingly,  contented  myself  with  expressing  a 
hope  that  our  future  intercourse  should  Ve  a  com- 
petition only  of  good  offices.      - 

Id  conformity  to  the  ^uj^stions  coi^taii»?d  m 
your  letter  of  the  1st  of  vecem her,  1809,^1  de- 
manded whether,' if  Great  Britain  revoked  her 
blockades  of  a  date  anterior'  to  the  decr^e^  com- 
inonly  called  the  Berlin  decree^  His  Majesty  tlie 
£mperor  wbul^  consent  to  revoke  the  said  de-, 
crefe?  To  which  the  Minister  answered,  that 
*•  t^e  only  condiUon.  required  far  the  f^roeation 
hy  His  Majesty  6f  tne  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  a 
previous  levpcatiop' by  the  British  Qovernment 
of  her  -blockade  of  1? ranee,  or  part  of  France, 
(such  as  thatrfrom  the  Elbe  to  Bry^t,)  of  H  date 
anterior  t6ihat'of  the  aforesaid  decrees  and  that, 
if  the  Bfitish  Oovernment  would  thetf  t^call  the 
Orders  hi  Council  which  had  occasioned  the;  der- 
cree  of  Milan,,  that  decreeshoold  aldo  beauQulled;" 
Our  interview  closed  here,  and  w&  have  Jiad  do 
meeting,  ehher  accidental  or  by  rendezvous, 
since.,  /  '   ., 

Extract  of  m  Ji^tter  froin  the  same  to  the  same. 
Paris,  February  17, 1810. 

The  note  froin  M.  Ohampagny,  acppy  of  whicb 
is  enclosed}  was  received  vBsterdfty.' 

This  goes  by  thewajr  oi  G inland,  and  may  ndt 
be  much  later  in  reachiiM;  you  than' my  despatch 
of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  which  took  the  saitie  road. 
(Endowed  in  the  potcedmg  despatdi.] 

PAais,  February  U,  1810. 

The  undersigned  has  rendered  an  account  to 
Hts  Majesty,  the  Emperor  and  Kii^,  of  the  cbn- 
Tersation  he  has  had  with  Mr.  Armstrong,  Min-, 
ister  Plenipotentiarjr  of  the .  United.  States  of 
Aiheriea.  llis  Majesty  authorizes  him  to  give 
the  following  answer. 

'  His  Majesty  should  consider  his  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  MiUn  as,  violating  the  principles  of  eter- 
nal justice,  if  th^y  wer^  not  the  compelled  con* 
sequence  of  the  Brit&h  Orders  in  Couneiljand, 
abore  all,  of  those  af  Noyembei:,  1807.  When 
En|;l|rtid  has  proclainied  her  sovereignty  univer-^ 
sal,  tj  the  pretension  of  lubjectiDg  the  universe 


to  a  tax  on  navigation,  and  by  extending  the  ju- 
risdiction orf  her  Parliament  over  the  industry  of 
the  wprldi  His  Majesty  thought  that  i^  was  the 
duty  of  all  independent  nations  to  defend  their 
sovereignty,. and  to  declare  as  denationalized  {de* 
ficUionwieis)  those  vessel^  which  should  ran^e 
themselives  under  the- domination  of  England,  hy 
recognising  the  ^vereignty  which  she  arrogated 
ov.er  il\em.    ^ 

.  His  Majesty  distingnishesthesearch  (Za  viaite) 
-^from  the  Tetog^\uonX''^connai8$ance)  w  the  ves- 
sel. The  recognritjon  has  no  other  end  than  to 
ascertain  the  realjty  of  the  flag.  The  searph  is 
an  anterior  inquest  held,  although  the  verity  of 
ihe  fl^g  he  ascertained,  and  of  which  the  result  ik 
either  the  tn^pressment  of  individuals,  or  tf^e  con- 
fiscation of  merchandise,  or  the  application  of 
arbitrary  laws  or  tegulaUons. 

His  Majesty  could  place  no  reliance  on  the  pro- 
•ceedhm  of  the'  jUiiited  Sta,tes.  who^  having  po 
ground  of  complaint  against  Franee,  comprised 
her  fn  their  acts  of  exclu^roo,.  and,'  sinee  the 
mbnth  of  May,  harv<e  forbidden  the  entrance  of 
..th6ir  ports  (o  French  vessels,  nnder  the  penalty  of 
confiscation.  A,s  soon,  as  Hi^  Majesty  was  in- 
formed of  this  measure,  he  consioered  himself 
bomud  to  order  reprisals  on  American  vessels,  n^ 
only  in  his  territ6rv,  but  likewisein  the  countries 
which  are  under  nis  influence.  In  the  ports  of 
Holland,  of  Spain,-  of  Italy,  and  bf  Naples,  Ame- 
rican Vessels  have  been  seized,  because  the  Ame- 
ricans have  seized  French  vessels.  The  Americans 
cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  part  which  they  are  to 
take ;  .^hey  pqght  either  to  tear 'to  pieces  the  act 
of  their  i^dependencCj  and  to  become  again,  as 
before  the  Revolution,  the  subjects  of  England^ 
or  to  talce  such  measures  as  that  their  commerce 
and  icrdbstry  should  not  be  larifi'ed  .(itarifie)  by 
the  English,  which tepderstbem  mbre dependent 
than  ^majca,  which,  at  lease,  has.  its  Assembly 
6f  Represenutives  and  its  pri vilegesc  Men,  with- 
out just  political  views,  (ean^poHHque,)  wtthoi^ 
honorv  without  energy,  may  aUege  that  payment 
of  the  tribute,  imposed  by  Kaffland,jnay  brstib- 
mitled  to  l^anse  it  is  light ;  out  why  will  they 
not  perceive ^ha^  the  fiofflish  will  no  sooner  have 
earned  the  admission  of  the  principle,,  than  they 
will  raise  the  tariff*in  such  way;  t(tat  the  burden, 
at,first  light,  beebming  insupportable,  it  will  then 
be  necessary  to  fieht  for  interest,  after  harving  re* 
fused  to  fight  for  hoitor? 

•The  undesigned  avows,  with  frankness,  that 
Frinee  has  everything  to  gain  from  receiving 
we(l  the  Americans  in  her  ports.  Her  coihmerr 
cial  relations  ifvith  neutrals  are  advlmtagtous  to 
her*  .  She  is^  in  no  way,  Jealous  of  their  pros- 
perity. Great,  powerful,  And  rich,  she  is  sa^sfied 
when,  by  her  own  commerce -or  oy  that  of  neu«- 
trals.  her  expor^^ioni  give  to  her  agriculture  and 
her  tabrics  the  proper  development. 

It  is  how  thirtf' years  kince  the' United  States 
of  Ame^ca  founded,  in  the  bosom  of  the  new 
world,  an  independent  country  at  the  price  of  the 
blood  of  so  roany^  immortal  men  who  perished  on 
tj>e  field  of  battle,  to  throw  off,  the  leaden  yoke 
of  the  Bngltsh  monarchigi^^^se^ generous  men 
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Were  far  fcom  supposing,  when  they  thus  jtori- 
ficed  their  Uood  fur  the  tnd^pendem^e  of  Ame- 
riet,  that  there  would  sq  soon  be.  a  quesjljon  whe- 
ther there  should  be  imposed  ujlon  it  a  yoke.more 
hearjT  than  that  which  they  iiad  tbrow^  off,  by 
anbjecting  its  industry  to  a  tariff  of  ^ri^ish  legis^ 
ladon,  and  to  tlie  Ordei:s  in  Council  of  1^7«. 

If,- then,  the  Minister  of  Araericik  can  enter  in- 
to an  engagement  that  the  American  vessels  wilt 
not  sabnut  to  tke  Orders  in  Council  of  EngUnd, 
of  November,  1807,  nor  to  an  v  decree  of  nloek- 
ftde,  unless  this' blockade '^houid  be  real,  tbe^n- 
dersigned  is  jmthorized  to  conclude  -ev^ry  spiicM 
of  convention  tending  to  renew  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  witl^  America,  i^nd  in  which  all  the 
tteasores  prop^.  to  col^solidate  the  commerce 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Amerioans.  shall  be 
provided  Ipr-- 

The  undersigned  lims  considered  it  his  dut^  |o 
answer  the  verbal  overtnus  of  th^  Amerjjcao 
Minister  by  a  written  note,  that  the  President  of 
the  ITaited'  States  raiiy  the  better  know  the 
fciendly  intentions  of  Prance  towards  theUQited 
States,  ahd  her  fayornble  dippositions  to  Atmeri-, 
can  commerce.  - 

.  The  undersigned  prays  Mr.  Armstrong  cp  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his. high  consideration* 
>  GHAM^AGNY,  Due  de  Cadore. 

Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  iSmith. 

Paris,  F^^bmairy  16,. 1810. 

Sib:  I  wroieafdw  lines  to  ypu  yesterday,  an- 
BOlinciiig  the;  re<ieipt  and  transmission  of  a  copy 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  note  to  me  9f  the  14th 
instant. 

After  much  serions  refiectionr  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  forbear  all  nou'ce^  at  present,  of  the  errors, 
as  well  of  fact  as  of  argum^t,  which  may  be 
fiMiad  in  the.  introductory  part  Of  this  npte,  to 
take  the  Minister  at  his  word,  to  enter  at  onoe 
xiifou  the  mroposed  negotiation^  and,  for  this  pnr- 
poae,  to  offer  ta  him  a  proj^t  for  renewing  the 
convention  of  1800.    -    , . 

This  «aode  will  have  the  adv^tage  of  trying 
the  sincerity  of  the  overtures  mad^  by  him,1Ln^ 
perhaps,  of  drawing  from  him  the  precise  terms 
on  which  hjs  master- will  ncopmmodate.  If  these 
he  aneh  as  we Dught  to  acc'^j^  we  shall  heve,  a 
teaaiy  in  which  neitlier  dor  rights  nor  our  wrongs 
will  be  forgotten;  if  otherwis^  there  will-  be 
CDongh  both  of  time  and  occasion  to  do  justice 
to  their  policy  and  our  own  by  a  free  ezankina* 
tiOtt  of  each.  , 

With  great  respect,  4c.. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Hon.  RoBBRT  Smitb,  4c. 

Extract— General  Armstrong  to  ^r.  Smitlu 

Paris,  Mafdi  10,^10; 
I  hnve  at  length  Deceived  a  verbal  mesi^age  in 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  2Ut  ultimo.  It  was 
from  the  Minister  of  F^oreign  Relations,  and  in 
the  foUowipff  woidsj  "His  Majesty  has  decided 
to  aell  ihe  American  property  seised  in  Spain 


but.  the  money  arising  thereprora  ahall  raDaoi  im 
depot."  This  message  has' given  occasion  toB 
letter  from  tne  ra;nnexed]  in  a  temper  spmevhat 
difiWent  trpm  that  oC  the  I8th  Februnry. 

[Re^ed'  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  deroatdi  of  March, 
10,  1810.] 
\   General  Armstrong  to  the  Dnke  of  Cadgre. 

Pabis,  Mwx*  10, 1810. 
.  Sir  :^  I  ha4  yesterday  the  honor  of  receiving  a 
TTerbal  message  from  your  Excellencr,  ataftng 
tii9t  His  Majes^}r  had  decided  that  fhe  Am^ncan 
property  seized  in  the  ports  of  Spaih  should  be 
sbla,  hut  that  the  piope3f  arising  therefroia  shpoU 
.remain  in  depot. 
«^Qn  reeeivinf:  tips  iQforiivttion,  two  %tiea(tio&a 
suggested  thems)^lves: 

;  1st.. Whether  this  decision  was,  or  was  BOt, 
extended  to  ship^^is  veil  as  to  cargoes  ?  and,  ' 
S(d.  Wbetl^er  the  noney  ai'is/ng.from-ihesalitt 
)frhich  mjght  be  made  under  it.  wbo^d^  or  woold 
lipt^be  subject  to  the  issoe  of  the  peoaiD^  sego- 
tiation?  ,  * 

Thi  gentletAAn  chitrged  with  the  dBlivery  of 
your  message  not  having  b^n  lostrticteA  to  an- 
swer these  qii^estions.  it  tteepn^es  aiy  dut^r  to  pit- 
8?nt  then(k  to  your  £xcellencv,  and  to  request  a 
sdntion  of  them.  Nor  i9  it  less  a  doty  on  mf 
part  tb  examine  the.  ground  on  which  H^  Wa- 

fftty  bi^  b^n  pleased  to  take  this  decision  whick 
underioand  to  be  that  pf  reprisal,  suggested  fm 
the  tirs^  time  in  the  iiote  you  did.  me  the  hoaW 
to  write  to  me  oh  the  Hlh  ultimo,  la  the  ftartk 
paragraph  of  this  note,  it  U  said,  thnt  His  Ma- 
jesty could  not  have  calctUated  on^tte  maasaieft 
taken  by  the  U^nrted  States,  wh^  hnTing  no 
grounds.of  comnlaii^  against  France,  have  cem- 
prised  her  in  tneir  ants^of  exclosioo,  nnd  siace 
the  mbikth  of  May  las;,  have  prohihit«d  the  entry 
into  their  ports  of' French  vessels,  by  sohiectinf 
them  to  confi^ication.^  r It  is. true  thai  theUatiM^ 
^States  have,  since  the  20tb  of  May  last,  fothMfc- 
den  the  entry  of  French  vessels  inta  their  hap> 
bo'rs.  And  it  is  a($o  true,  that  the  genBltf  of 
confiscatioii  attaches  to  the  violation  of  this  law. 
But  in  what  respect  does  this  offend  Franct  ? 
Will  she  refuse  to  us  the  right  ofregulBling  com- 
merce within  our  own  ports?  -  Or  will  she  deof 
that  the  law  in  t^ue^ion  U  a  regula^oh  merely 
municipal?.  Examine  it  both  as  to  object auad 
means.  What  does  it  more  than  forbid  Anteri- 
can  ships  frojn  going  in|o  the' poru  "of  Fihnce, 
and  Frencn  ships  fr^cn  coming  into  tfao^e  of  1^ 
United  States ?  And  why  this' prohibition?  To 
avoid  inji^ury^nd  insult;  to  escape  that  lawiesi- 
nesS)  which  is  declared  to  be  a  ^'forced  ttmn 
ijueoceof  the  dei^reea  of  ih^  British  ComioiL^ 
If,  then,  its  ohject  h«  pjarely  d^cfnsite,  wk^  are 
it?  means?  Simply  a  law^  previously  and  gen* 
erally  pron^ulf  ated,  operabag  solely  wit^B  the 
territory  of  th6  United  States,  nnd  panishiBg 
alike  4l^  infractors  of  it,  whether  citizens  of  the 
said  Stages,  or  others^  And  what  Is  this  hot  the 
exercise  of  a  right^  common  to. all  n«iioBs,  of 
excluding,  at  their  will  forekn  coouaeffci^  and 
of  enlor^  that  ^fdusion^  ^€ailthls  bt  deemed 
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«  Wrang  to  Fraace?  Can  this  be  regarded  as'a 
legitimate  causb  of  teprisat  on  the  part  of  a 
l^ower  who  makes  it  the  first  dtrtr  X)f  naHons  to 
defend  their  sorereigntv,'  and  ^ho  eren  dena- 
tionalize the  ship?  oif  those  who  will  not  sab- 
scribe  ^0  the  opinion? 

Bat  it  has  been  said  tt^at  '^ the  United  States 
liare  nothing  to.  complain  of  against  France.'' 
TE^  the  capture  and  condenination  of  a'  ship 
driren  on  the  shores  of  France  by  stress  of  wea- 
ther and  the  perils  of  th^  sea,  nothing?  Was 
the  seizure  and  s^<)aestr^tion  of  many  cargoes 
broqj^ht  to  France  in  $hips  jriolatin^  to  law  Kod 

Slm|tted  to  regular  enijy  at  the  imperial  cus- 
m-houftes,  nothrng?  Was  the  violation  of  Oq)r 
maritime  rights^  consecrated  as  they^re  been 
^y  the  soleqin  forms  of  a  pablit  treaty,  nothing? 
In  a  word,  was  it  nothinj^  that  our  sbi^M  W^e  burnt 
on  the  high  seas  i^^ithout  other  offence  than  that 
«f  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  other  aj^r 
ogy  than  was  to  be  found  in  the  enlianeed  safety , 
W  the  perpetrators^  Sorely,'  if  it  be  thie  duiir  of 
the  United  l^itfs  to  resjent  theoretical  usurpatmna 
€f  theBrftisb  orders  of  Ndrember,  1807^  it  cannot 
Mt  less  their  duty  to  complain  uf  the  daily  and 
jpractical  outrages  en  the  part  of 'France*  It  is  m- 
deed  true,  that  w^re  the  people  of  the  Upited 
States  destithte  of  policy,  of  honor,  and  of  ener- 
gy, (as  has  been  iosinaated,)  they  might  hare 
adopted  a  system  of  discTin^hation  between  the 
two  great  belligerents.  They  might  have  drawn 
imaginftry  lines  between  the  ftm  god  second  ag* 
grewor>  The jr  might  hare'  resented  in.  the  cine  a 
conduct  to  which  tney  tamely  submitted  in-  the 
otber^  and,  m  this  way,  have  patched  up  a  com- 
promise between  honor  and  interest,  equally 
mean  and  disgraceful.  But  such  was  not  the 
course  they  pursued :  and  it  js,  perhaps,  a,  necesr 
aary  consequence  of  the  Justice  of  their  ineas- 
nresy  that  they  are  at  this  day  an  independent 
nation^ .  But  I  will  not  press  this  part  of  my  spb- 
^t.  It  would  be  affrontftri  to  your  Bzcellency, 
(knowing,  as  yoo  do,  that  there  ar§  not  less  than 
one  itandred  Amerioan  ships  within  His  Majes- 
ty^ l^nasession.  or  that  of  his< allies^)  to  multiply 
^proofs  that  the  United  States  have  grounds ^of 
compiatnt  against  France* 

'  My  attention  it^necess^rily  oi||led  to  anoth« 
mrt  of  the  same  paramph,  Which  immediately 
IbHows  the  quotation  AreKdy  madb.  ^*Aa  soon," 
^eaysyonr  Bxcenency,'^aa  tits  Majesty  was  in- 
stated of  this  measure,  (the  non-intercoumeJaw^ 
It  became  his  duty  to  retaliate  upon  the  Ameri- 
can vessels,  not  only  within  his  own  territories, 
'bat  also  within  the  countries  btfder  his  liiiiuenee. 
In  the  ports  (if  Hoilaud,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Na- 
ples, the  AmericaA  vessels  have  been  seized^  be* 
«eau9e  the  Americans  bad  seized  Fi^ooh  vessels.". 

These  remarks  divide  themselves  into  the  fol- 
lowing'heads: 

1st.  The  right  of  His  Majesty  to  seize  and 
•eodifiscate  American  vessels  within  biff  own  ter- 
fitories. 

dd.  The  right  to  do  so  within  the  territories  of 
lus  allies?  and 


3d.  The  rieason  of  that  right,  Tiz:  because 
Americans  had  seized  French  vesseb.   ' 

The  ^rst  of  these  subjects  has  been  already 
examined,  ^nd  the  ^cond  mast  be  decided  like 
the  first,  since  His  Majesty  V  rights,  within  the 
Ifmit^  or  his  ally  caimpt  be  greater  than  within 
his  own.  If^  then,  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
non-intercdurse  law  was  poerdy  defensive  in  its 
object,  that  it  was  4>ut  intended  to  ^uard  against 
th^t  state  df  violence  which  unhappily  prevailed, 
that  it  Was  restricted  in  its  operation  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  State^and  that  it  was  duly 
piromulgated  there  and  ih  Europe  before  execu- 
tion^ it  will  behlmost  unneeessary  to  repeat,  that 
a  law  of  such  description  cannot  authorize  a 
measure  of  reprisal,  equally  sudden  i^nd  silent  in 
its  enactment  and  application^  founded  on  no  pr»> 
vfous  wrong;  productive  of  n6  previous  cclm- 
plaint,  and  ppehiting  beyond  the  limits  of  His 
Majesty's  territories,  and  whhin  thdse  of  sover^ 
eign4  who  l^ad  even  invited  th^  commerce  of  cli^ 
United  States  to  therr  borts. 

It  Is,  tfaer^^re,  the  third  subject  only,  the  rets- 
aon  of  the  right,  which  remains  to  be  examined ; 
and  with  regard,  to  it  I  may  observe,  that,  if  the 
'alleged~fact  which  forms  this  reason  be  nnlband- 
edy  the  reason  itself  faHs,  and  the  right  with  it. 
In  this  view  of  the  business,  I  mi^y  be  permitted 
to  inquire;  when  and  where  any  seizure  of  n 
French  vessel  has  taken  piaiee  under  the  non- 
intercottrae  laWf^and  at  the  same  tune  to  express 
my  Stm  pertapsion  that  no  )iuch  seizure  h|M  been 
made-*a  persuasion  founded  alil^e  on  the  silence 
of  the  Qoverament  and,  of  the  journals  of  the 
epuntry,  and  sciii  mote  on  the  positive  declar*- 
tion  of  several  well-informed  and  respectable 
person^  who  haTe  leA  Amerieit  Jas  late  as  the 
26th.  December  last.  My  concfusfon,  therefore, 
is,  that  no  French  vessel  having  violated  ^he  law, 
no  seizure  of  such  vessel  has  otpcurred,  and  that 
the  report  which  has  reached  Paris  is  probaUf 
fouoded  on  a  circumitance  altogether  oncon- 
aeeted  with  the  no^^intevcourse  law  or  its  oper- 
ation. ,,  - 

Though  far  from  wishing  to  prolong  this  let^ 
■ter,  1  cannot  olom  it  without  remarking  the  great 
«nd  ^^udden  change  wrought  in  His  Majesty^ 
sentiments  with,  wgud  to^  the  defensive  system 
ad^Hed  by  the  United  States. 

The  ^w'  which  is  now  believed  to  furnish  the 
ground  for  reprisal,,  was  eommn9icate4  to  His 
Majesty  in  June  or  July  last,  and  ceruinly  did 
not  then  excite  ^ny  suspicion  of  feeling  unfriendly 
to  the  American  Oovernment.  Far, from  thi% 
iu  communication  was  immediately  SNlowed  by 
overtures  of  ^oommodatioi^. which,  though  pro- 
ductive of.no  positive  arianfement,  did  not  make 
inatters  worse  than  ^hey  foupd  them* 

On  the  22d  Of  August  last  I  was  honored  with 
a  full  exposition  of  the  views  and  princi|des  that 
had  gpvernedw  and  which  should  ccmtinue  to 

fovern,  His  Majesty^s  policy  in  relation  to  the 
Fnited  States,  and  in  this  we  do  not  find  the 
slightest  trace  of  comphiint  igainst  the  provisioiia 
at  the  law  in  Question. 
At  a  period  later  than  the  pd^^dgost,  an 
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Americas  shiiV^destioed  to  a  p6rt  of  Spttio.  was 
captured  by  a  j^rench  priyateer.  Aa  appeal  wa« 
mode  to  His  Msjesty^s,  Minister  of  War,  ^ho, 
haring  submitted  the  case,  receired  orders  to  lib- 
eratf  all  American  teisels  destined  to  Spanish 
ports  which  had  not  violated  the  imperial  dec reea. 
Another  American  ship,  at  a  point  of  time  still 
later  than  the  'capture  of  the  preceding,  ^as 
brought  into  the  port  of  Bajonne;  but,  navinff 
violated  no  law  of  His  Majestjr,  was  acquitted 
by  hjs  Council  of  Prizes;  and^  }astlv,' in  the  long 
coQTersiition  I  had  the  honor  of  holding,  with 
your  Excellency,  on  tbfe  25lh  of  January,  tio  idea 
of  reprisal  was  maintained  by  you,  nor  suspected 
by  me;  but,  on*  the  cpntraryf,  in  speaking  of  .the 
seizure  of  American  property  in  S^tain,  yoq  ex- 
pres^y  declared  that  it  was  not  a  confiscation. 

Can  proofs  btnnare  conclusive,  that  from  the' 
first  promulgation  of  the  l^w  down  to  the  25th  of 
January  last,  nothing'  in  the  nature  of  reprisal 
was  conteoiplated  by  His  Majesty?  . 

What  circumstance  may  haVe  since  occurred 
to  produce  a  change  in  his  opinion,  I  know  not : 
but  the  confidence  I  feel  in  the  oped  and  loyal 
policy  of  His.  Majesty  altogether  excludes  the 
idea  that  the  rule  was  merely  found  for  the.occa-. 
sion,  and  made  to  justify  seizures  not  otherwise 
justifiable.  ' 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept,  d^ 

Eztrmola-^r«  AitUfrtuflig  to  Mr  Sqnlli. 

•  Pahis,  i4/>ri«  4, 1810. 

After  seTen  weeks'^detention  in  England,  the 
John  Adams  has  at  length  j^ot  back  to  France. 
Bhe  arrived  in  the  roads  of  Havre  on*^  the  SSth 
ultimo.  .     .       '  ^ 

I  informed  M.  pfaampagny^  firsts  that  Mt. 
Pinkney  bad  not  been  able  to' send  by  this  etfn* 
veyance  the  result  of  his -application  to  the  Brtt^ 
ish  Government  oonoeming  the  blockadees  of 
France  prior  to  the  BeHin  decree^  but  tfaathe 
lioped  to  be  able  to  send  it  in  a  few'days  by  ano- 
ther conveyance;  aa^*,  secondly,  that  if  he  (M. 
Champagny)  had' anything  to ^  comraunicslte 
which  woqnI  haye  the  effect  of  changing  the 
present  relations  of  the  two  coobtries,  and  wiitch 
he  wished  to  be  early  known  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States^  he  would  do  w;e]l  tolefme^ 
know  it  withip  tweorty-fohr  hpurs,  as  the  mes*, 
senger  would  leave  Pafts  wifkin  that  time.  To 
this  message  I  received  from  him  the  following 
answer :  "  That  for  some  days  ^dAi  nothing  tn 
the  nature  of  bitsine8s,^nd  unconnected  with  the 
marriage  of  the  Emperor,  couid  ht  transacted  ; 
and  that  fbr  some  days  to  come  the  same  cause 
'of  dalay  would  continue  to  Operate;  that  my  ^let- 
ters were  still  before  the  Einperolr,  and  that  he 
would  seize  the  first  moment  to  get  some  decis- 
ion in  relation  to  them."  Thus,  you  see,  every- 
thing is  yet  in  air. 

General  Armstrong  tb  Mr.  Smith. 

Paris,  AfnH  16L  1810. 
Sir:  The  John  A^atus  being  yet  detained,  I 
ainableto  inform  ydu  that  on  the  Hth  instant 


the  fimperor  directed  the  sale  of  all  the  Aoifri- 
can  vessels. ukea  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  aad  that 
the  monf  y  arising  therefVom  should!  be  placed  ia 
hisxaipffCj^rtW.  He  has  also  refused  to  giTeup> 
the  iiero/and  has  ordered  that  the  case  be  bvougu 
beforef  the  ppuncilof  Prtees,  where  condemna- 
tion necessarily  awaits  it.  I  send  a  copy  of  a 
note  upon  which  this  last  ofder  was  takes,  and 
another  relating  to  our  .business  in  Naples;  and 
am,  with  very  high  consideratirni,  yooc  most 
obedient  and*  very  humble  setvaot, 

JOHN  ARMStaONG. 
Hon.  Mr.  SMitH,  dbc. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Pinkne/s  letter  to  General . 
,  .  dsttd  ^      ' 

L<)NDOif ,  March  23, 1810. 
DsAR  Sir:  Although  I  have  detahied  the  cor- 
ve'tte'muct^  longer  than  I  wisl^ed,  I  am  sot  able 
ro  send  you  the  ^^^ult  o^Qi?  application  to  this 
Government  concerning  the  British  blockades  of 
France  prior  -to  the  Berlin  decree.  I  expect  to 
reqeive.it  in  >a. very  few  days^add  will  imanedir 
ately  forward  it  to  yoh  by  Mr.  Lee,  by  the  way 
of  Morlaix,  for  it  seems,  that  the  French  Go?- 
ecnment^w.ili  not  permit  a  messenger  to  land  at 
any  other  por^.  v 
.    I  have  th^  honor  to  be,  ^. ' 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
His  Ex'cy  Genertl  Armbtrong. 

ExtraotSTrMr. -Armstrong  to  Mc  Smitfi. 

'  PARI8,JW^3,18ia 

Mr.  L^e  aicnved  here  some  days  ago  with  two 
letters  from  Mri  Pinkney,  copies  of  which,  wiA 
'my  answiers,  are  enclosed. 
'  I  ne^d  scarcely  observe  how  in»possiMe  it  is 
for  me  to  make. this  or  any  similar  statement  ^ 
groundwork  of  a  new  demand  for  a  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  decree. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Annstrong^s  letter  of  May  8,  UlO^ 
Hr.'Pmknegr  to  Mr.  Amstnmg. 

;     LoNDOit,  March  27, 18ia 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  Mr.  Pow- 
ell, your  letter  of  the  25th  of  January.  In  pac- 
i^ance  ^f  my  instructions,  I  have  addrecsed  a 
letter  to  the  M arouis  WeUesley,  tlta  Britaue 
Majesty^s  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign A€airs,  inquiring  whether  any,  and,  if  aayj 
what  blockades  of  prance  instituted  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  present  war  i>efore  the  1st  of 
Jalmary,  1807,  are  understood  by  this  Goverii- 
mcnt  to  be  in  force?.  Lord  Wellesley'a  reply  to 
that  ktter  not  being  ^'  explicit  as  I  wisM,  I 
have  written  a  second  letter  requesting  explaaa- 
'tion.  In  his  -Lordship's  answer  to  my  second 
letter,  J  am  informed  that  the  blockade  notified 
by  Great  Britain  in  May,  1806,  (from  the  Elbe 
to  Brest,)  has  never  been  formally  withdrawn, 
but  that* the  restrictions  which  that  blockade  es- 
tablished are  comprehended  under  the  more  ex- 
tensive restrictions  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
the  7th  of  January^  1807,  and  that  no  ether  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  France  was  instituted  by 
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Great  BrUaio  betwetE  the  16ili  of  May,  1806, 
and  the  T^ib  of  Jaouary,  1807,  excq^tiog  the 
blockade  of  Venice,  institoted  oa  the  27ih  _of 
July,  1806,  which  is  still  in  force; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4kc.  L,^,„,; 

wiLLIAM  PINKNEY.  V 

His  Ez'cy  Qeoeral  AaMSTaoNa,  d&c. 
[Referred  to  in  Mr*  ArtoBtrong's  letter  of  May  3, 1810.] 
Hr.  ?inkney  to  Generic  Anbatrong, 

LoHPON,  Aprii  6, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  do  not  know  whether  the  statement 
coDtaine4  i^  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  last  month 
will  enable  you  to  obtain  a  recaU  of  the  Berlin 
decree.    Certainly  the  inference  from  thafr  stot^ 
ment  is,  that  the  blockade  qi  1806  is  virtually  at 
an  end,  being  merged  and  compr'ehended  ia  an 
Order  in  Council  issued  aft^t the  date  of  Ike  edict 
of  Berlin.    I  ara,  however,  about  to  try  to  ob- 
utn  a  formal  revocation  of  that  t>lockade,  (and 
'      of  that  Df  Venice.)  or  at  least  a  precise^declara- 
^      lion  that  they  are  Tkot  id  force.    As  it  jxriU  not  he 
possible  to  obtain  either  the  one  or  the  other  very 
^       soon,  (if,  indeed,  they  can  be  .obtained  at  ajl,)  1 
'       Will  not  detain  Mr.  Lee,,  but  I  will  send  you  ana- 
'       ther  messenger,  (Mr.  Craig,  of  Philadelphia,)  In 
the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks,  with  the  result 
of  my  endeavorsr    lathe  meantime,,  such  use 
can  be  made  of  my  communicatioti  of  the  7th 
'^       ultifno  as  you  may  deem  advisable^  ^ 
I  have  ine  honor  to  be,  &c. 
[Befcrred  to  in  Mr.  Armrtibng's  despatdi,  May'Sj  18MLJ 
Extract  of  a  letter  .from  General  Armstrong  to.Mr^ 
'  Phtkaey,  dated 

'  :  Paris.  May  2, 1810. 

'  I  )iave.  received  your  three  lettbrs  of  the  3d 

and  27ih  of  March,  and  6ih  of  AjkrU.  Accept 
my  thariks  for  your  friendly  attention  w»*J  /«- 
gard  to  the  passpoxt,  arid  express  to  Lord  Wel- 
lesley  the  sense  1  hate  of  his  JLowiship's  politer 


ness,  an4  the  pleasure  it  would  give  roe  to  make 
thi»acknpwledgraentin  person.  The  doubt  wit|i 
which  you  begin  your  letter  of  (l^e  6ih  instmnt  js 
weU  founded.  The  explanation  you  h^ve  re- 
ceived is  not  stjch  as  wiH  ena|)le  me  to  demand 
the  perfprraanceof.the  Bmne rot's  promise  fcoto- 
mutticaied  to  you  in  lay  letter  of  the  25th  ot 
January  last,)  since  tt  (the  explanaiipo)  not  only 
admiu  that  the  British  order  of  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  is  not  formally  withdrawn,  hut  that  that  of 
the  27tlvof  jQly,  of.  the  same  year,  is  still  rti 
force.  An  argument  in  the  face  erf"  these  admis- 
sions, and  founded  merely  on  the  operation, of  an 
order  of  ulterior  date,  and  more  extensive  re- 
striction, must  not  be  hazarded,  as  it  would  be 
not  merely  useless,  but  ptoductiv^  of  mischief. 

Extract— Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smithi  . 

FABia,  May  24, 1810. 
Some  circumstances  have  occurred*  since  the 
date  of  my  deapateh  by  Mr.  Ronaldson,  whitfb, 
from  their  importance,  make  a  speedy  convey- 
ance necessary.  These  I  shall  detail  as  briefly 
as  possible.. 


Isk  Ob  the  14th  instant,  was  published  here  ia 
the  official  and  other  journals^  a  decree  of  the 
Emperor,  dated  at  Rambouillet,  on  the  ^3d  of 
March  last,  vdirecting.  the  9eizure  and  sale  of  all 

*merican  vessels  which  hod  entered  the  ports  of 
e  Eo^pke,  or  pf  its  dependencies,  since  the  20th 
of  May  last,  &c,  ^ 

2d,  Four  commisssoners  have  been  sent  to  Am- 
sterdam, with  orders  to  uke  possession  of  the 
American  property  to  be  found  there  agreeably 
to  the  tenth  article  of  the  Jate  treaty  between 
France  an(I  Holland.;  and 

3d;  Several  of  our  ships  and  cargoes,  with  re- 
gard to  which  compromises  have  been  tnade  un- 
der th^  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  ha^ 
beeaiBeized  again, -to  satisfy  the  provisions  of  t)ie 
n^w  decree.  . .       .    . ' 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  despatch^of  May  84.] 
Tran^ation  of  a  deeree  issued  by  the  Epiperorof  the 
French,'at  RambouiUet,  March  88,  1610. 

Napoi-boj^,  &c. 

Considering  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  an  act  dated  1st  March,  1809,  which 
forbids  the  entrance  of  the  ports,  harbor^  and 
rivers  of  the*  said  States  to  all  French  vessels, 
orders,  1st.  That  aft«r  the  20th  of  May  foUow- 
ipgjvesseis  under  the,  French  flag,  which  shall 
arkive  ih  the  United  States,  shall  be  seized  and 
cooflicated,  ^s  well  as  ttieir  cargoes ;  2 J.  That 
.  after  the  samp  epoch,  no  merchandise .  or.  pro- 
duce, the  growth  or  manufacture  of  France  or 
her  colonies,  can  be  imported  into  thesaidUnt^ 
ted  Btate$  from  an v  port  or  place '  whatsoever, 
under  the  penalty  of  seizure,  confiscation,  and  a 
fine  of  three  times  the  value  ^i  the  merchan* 
dfsej  3d.  That  American  vessels  cannot  go  to 
any  port  of  Prance,  of  her  colonies,  dr  depend- 
encies: We  have  decreed,  and  do  decree,  what 
foHows.:    ,    '      ^ 

Akt.  1st.  All  vessels  navigating  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  or  possessed  in  whole  or  in 
part,'  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  that  Power, 
which,  counting*  from  the  20th  of  May,  1809, 
have  entered  or  shall  ^nter  into  the  ports  of  our 
Empire,  of  our  colonies,  or  of  the  countries  oc- 
cupied by  our  arms,  shall  be  seized^  and  the  pro- 
duct of  the  sales  shaM  be  deposited  in  the  ^rplus 
fund  (cained^anwrtitsement) 

Tbere  shall  be  excepted  from  this  regulation 
the  vesseb  which  shall  be  charged. with  dea- 
patches,  or  with  commissions  of  the  Government 
jof  the^aid  States,  and^who  shall  not  have  .either 
cargoes  or  merchandise  on  board. 

Our  Grand  Judge,  Minister  of  Justice,  and  our 
Minister  of  Finance,  are  charged  with  the  ez.e- 
cutton  of  our  present  decree. 

.  NAPOLEON, 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Arinstrong. 

Department  op  State.  June  5, 1810. 
Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  17th,  18th.  and  21st 
6i'  Febroary,  and  10th,  15th,  2l8t,  and  24tii  of 
March,  with  their  several  enclosures,  were  re- 
ceived on  the  2l8t  of  May. 
As  the  "^John  Adama'^  is  daily  eipected,  and 
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Wi  fcmrtoHher  coomunitialTpns  bf  her  y0i\\heu 
ler  enaMe  me  to  adapt  10  die'actoal  state  of  our 
«€air8  With  the  French  CJoyerDment  the  ohs^r- 
vtatiods  proper  to  be  jnade  m  retatkm  to  thefr  seiz: 
Vre  of  our  property,  and  to  the  letter  of  the  Dnjl^ 
^  Cadore  of  the  14ih  of  February,  iti^^by  the; 
President  deemed  expedient  not  to  mak^,at  this 
time,  anj  s^eh  animadTersions.  1  cannot,  how- 
«Ver,  forbear  inforjning  ^ou  that  a  faiffh  indigna- 
tion is  felt  by  the  President,  as  welT  as  by  the 
)>dhtitey  at  this  act  of  violence  on  our  property, 
and  at  the  outrage,  both  in  the  Fan^uaee  and  in 
the  mratter  of  the  letter  of  t-he  Duke  of  Cadore, 
ab  justly  portrayed  in  your  note  to  him  of  the 
iOih  of  March. 

,  The  particular  object  of  this  letter  is  to  add  to 
my  despatches  of  the  4th  and  22d  of  May  another 
xlwnce  of  hastening  into  your  hanrda  a  copy  of 
the  act  'of  iDongress  of  the  iast  sesdpn^  coafceni^ 
ins  the  comnQercinl  intercourse  between  the  Uhi- 
ted  States  and  Great  BritflLin  and  France. 

In  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  you  will  J)er- 
eeiye  a  new  modification  of  the  authority  given 
to  the  President.  If  there  be  sincerity  in  the 
language  held'  at  difierent  times  bjr  the  French 
Government,  and  especially  in  the  fate  overture, 
to  proceed  to  amicable  and  just  arrangemeirttf  in 
case^of  bur  refusal  tb  submit  to  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  00  pretext  cav  be  fouh^  for  long- . 
^r  declining  to  put. an  end  to  the  decrees  of 
which  the  United  States  have  ^o  juistly  com- 
plained. By  putting  ^in  force,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  this  statute^  tfie  nob  in tircoufse  against 
Oreai  Britain,  the  very'  species  of  resistance 
'Would  be  made  which  France  has  been  constant- 
ly representing  as  most  efBcaeious,  It  may  be 
lidded,  that  the  fptm  in  which  the  law  nowpre-r 
sents  the  overture  is  as  well  calculated  as  the 
overture  itself  to  gain  a  favorable  attention,  iaas-v 
.much  as  it  maybe  regarded  by  the' hefiigerent 
first  accepting  it  as  a^  promise  to  itself,  a^d^a 
threat  only  to  its  adversary.  '     >  • 

If.  however,  the  arrangement  contemplated  hy 
the  raw  should  be  acceptable  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, you  will  understand  it  to  he  the  purpose 
of  the  President  not  to  proceed  in'givi4gitenect, 
In  case  the  late  seizure  of  the.  property  of  the 
citizens  6f  the  United  States  has-been  tollowed 
by  an  absolute  confiscation,  and  .restoratiou  be 
finally  refused.  The  only  ground  4ihort  of  k  pre- 
liminary restoration  of  the  property,  on  Which 
the  contemplated  arrangement  can  be  made,  will 
be  an  understandibg  that  th6  confiscation  is  re- 
versible, and  that  it  wiU  become  immediately  the 
subject  of  discussion,  with  a  reasonable  prospect 
bf  justice  to  oiir  injured  citizens. 

I  have  the  hotior  to  be,  dbc. 

.  R.  SMITH 

General  John  Armstrong,  dkc. 


Mh  dmith»8ecreUi7  of  State,  to  Gen.  Annstzoi]«. 

DiPiRtiMSte  OP  State,  July  2,  l€lie.^' 
SiB  %    The  enoleied  is  a  copy  of  a  iettei^  of  in- 
atruction  to  Mr.  Pinknay^  beanog  the  same  49te 
wkh  ihia  lettari    You  wtll  thence  perceiv^e,  that 


if  the  answer  to  the  Brltiah  €KriFepii^ae»t  i#  tht 

reprei^entitioii  and  requisition  WhicJi  our  Mittts- 
ter  at  Londpn  may  malEe  should  be  6f  a  ianasttc- 
tory  nature,  it  will  be  transmitted  to  yoQ  without 
delay. 

In  that  ease,  you  wilt  make  a  proper  ase  of  it 
for  obtainitif  a  i«fH>e*l  t>f  the  Berlin  deei«e,  and 
you  will  proceed^  concurrently,  with  ^  Mr.  Piak- 
ney,  in  btiirglng  about  successive  removals  by  the 
two  QoV^^ernments  of  ^1  their  pi^datok-y  edicts. 
'  I  avhil  myself  of^lhis  x)cca^on  to  state  to  yon, 
that  it  is  deem^  of  gfeat  iaiportanee  that  our 
Ministers  at  foreign  <yOurts,  'and  Specially  at 
Paris  and  London,  should  he  kept,  the  one  by  the 
other,  infon^ed  of  thi  state  of  ovr  affiiirs  at  each. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  fte. 

-        R.  SMITH. 
,  General  John  ARBfOTROifO,  dkc. 

Mr.  emithtBecretaiy  of  Stake,  to  Geo..  Afautraag. 

Department  of  StatIs,  JUy  5,  1810. 

Sir  :    The  arrival  of  the  JohhxAdams  brought 
your  letters  of  the  1st,  4th^  Ifth,  and  l^h  ApnL 

.  From  that  oi  the  16th  April,  it  appears  that  the 
seizures  of  the  Ameri(5an  propnerty  lately  made 
had  bee^  followed  up  by^its  actual  sale,  and  iftat 
the  proceed^  had  been  deposited  ip  the  ElnperorV 
caisseprivS.  You  have  presented  in  aueh  just 
colors  the  enormity  of  this  ontrag«,  that  I  l^re 
only  tfi  signify  to  yoji  that  the  Pmidetit  entirely 
a^prove^  tlre-etep  thai  haahaea  taken  hr  yoivaad 
th^t  he  do^  not  dbUbt  that  it  will  be  foHowed  by 
you,  or  the  pet^on  who  may  sneered  yoo,  with 
such  Ciirthet  interposition^  as  hiay  be  deemed  ad- 
visable. He  instruetsi  you  patticolarly  to  make 
the  French  Government  sensible  of  tm  deep  im- 
pression m^de  here' by  80  signal  «n  amreasioa  on 
the  principles  of  justice  ,and  ffood  faiib.  aad  to 
decfland  etery  reparation  of  which  thie  case  it-iOM-^ 
ceptible.  If  it  ha  not  the  purpose  of  ibe  Freoeh 
Goveroriient  to  removd  every  idea  of  fritadly  ad* 
tostment  with  (he  United  States,  it  WMiM  seenl 
fmpo!Jsible  but  4hat  a  reconsideration  of  tMs  vio- 
lent proceediUg'mttst  lead  toll  Vedress  of  it,  as  a 
preliminary  to  a  general  adcommodatioo  of  the 
differences  between  thejVro  coontries;  . 

At  th^  d$re  of  the  last  commuDicatioii  fntm 
Mr.  PiAkoey,  he  had  not^taihed  from  the  Biit- 
ish  Government  an  acceptance  of  thecoaditiba 
on  which  the  French  Government  was  williaf  to 
concur  in  putting  an  end  to  all  the  e^ta  of  both 
against  our  neutral  commerce.  If  he  shoiMaf-. 
terw^rd  haiKs  succeeded,  you  wlU-,  of  bourse,  da 
receiving  information  of  the.  fact,  iumediat^ 
claim  from  thg  French  Gbvernmedf  the  falfit- 
ment  of  its  promise;  and  by  transnaiutDg  the  re- 
sult to  Mr.  Pinkney,  yo«i  will  co-operate  with  him 
in  comjkleting  the  removal  9f.AU  the  ilk^  ob- 
structions to  our  commerce.  , 
.Amonff  the  documents  now  sent  is  another 
copy  of  uie  act  of  Coogfess  repeatiBg  the  son- 
intercourse  law,  but  authuri>tO|'-«  renawal  of  ft 
against  G^eat  Britain  In  case  Fmaeeahall  repeal 
her  edicts,  and  Great  Britain  tefiiA^  to  follow.the 
example,  and  rtce  versa,    Tou  have]>een  already 
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iirfbrmtfd  tlitt  the  President  is  re«df  ^  exercise 
tb^  power  ireBted  Id  him  fdf  such  &  purpose,  as 
soon  M  th^  ocoasioQ  shall  arise.  Shoatd  the  other 
experknent',  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ptitkn'ey,  havt 
fliiied;  you  will  make  thtf  act  of  Co'n^ress,  afild  (he 
disposition  of  the  President^  the  street  of  a  for- 
mal commiuiicariOB  to  the  French  Govern.ment ; 
an^  ft  is  not  ea$7  to  eoncetTe  any  ground,  even 
specious,  tm  which  the  overtirr^,  specified  in  the 
act,  can  be  declined. 

If  the  Don-iptercourse  law,  in  any  of  itft  mod* 
ifications,  was.  objectionable  to  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  that  law  no  longer  exists.  , 

]f  he  be  readyj  ks  lias  been  declared  in. the  let- 
ter of  thiB  Duke  of  Cadore  of  February.  14th,  to 
do  jtfscke  to  the  tJhit^d  States  in  the  ca^e  of  a 
pledge  on  their  part  not  ^o  stibmit  to  the  British 
edicts,  the  opportunity  for  making  good  the  dec- 
laration iti  oow  aflTorcM:  Instead  of  submission, 
the  President  is  ready,  faf  renewing  the  tton-in- 
teroourse  asahl5^0reat  Britain  tao|)po8eto  her 
Ordeta  in  Cdlincira  measure,  which  is  of  it  char- 
acter ttiat  ought  to  satbfy  any  n*asonable  efxpect- 
ation. 

If  it  should  be  necessi^ry  for  you  tb  iniedt  the 
question,  whether  the  non-intercourse  will  b^  re- 
newed against  GNeat  Britain  ia  case  she  should 
not  eompfeheod  tn  -the  repeal  of  her  edicts  her 
blockinles,  which  are  ttot  consistent  with  the  kw 
of  nations,  yoo  may,  should  it  be  found  neces- 
sary, let  it  be  understood  that  a  repeal  pf  the  ille- 
gal bloe)[aae8,  of  a  date  prior  to  the  Berlin  de^* 
cree.  nameU^that  of  May/ 1806,  wi I Lbe  included 
itt  twe<cood«ioii' required  Of  Great  Britain  ;  that 
particular  blockade  haring  been  ^vowed  tb  be 
comprehended  in^  and  of  courto  identified-  with, 
the  Orders  in  GounciK  With  respect  to  blcRsk- 
ades,  of  a  subeequent^te  or  nOt,  against  France, 
you  wiU  prees  the  reaaonibtettess  oneftTiogtbemj 
together  with  future  bloekades,  not  warranted  by 
publie  law;  to, be  proceeded  against  by  the  United 
States  in  the  manner  they  may  choose  to  adopt. 

As  has  been  beretoforie  stated  to  you.  a  satisfac- 
tory provision  for  restoring  the  property  lately 
surprised  and  seized,  by  the  order  or  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  French  Government,  HHist  be  com- 
bined with  a  fepeal  of  (he  French  edicts^with  a 
TieW  to  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britaid ; 
such  a. provision  beiiu^an  indispensable  evidence 
of  the  just  putpose  of  France  toward  the  United 
States.  And  you  will,  moreover^ be  careful,  in' 
arranging  such  a  provision  for  that  patticulkr 
case  of  spoliations^  not  to  weaken  the  grouni  on 
which  ft  redress  of^  others  may  be  justly  pursued. 

If  the  act  of  Coneress,  which  has  legalized  a 
free  trade  with'  both  the  belligefenta,  without 
guarding  against  British  interruptions  of  it  with 
rraot^r-Whiie France  cannot  materially  interrupt 
it  with  Great  Britain,  be  complained  of,  ^s  leav- 
ing the  trade  on  the  Worst  possible  footing  /or 
France,  and  on  th^  best  possible  one  for  Great 
Britain,  the  French  Government  may  be  remind- 
ed of  the  other  feature  6f  the  act,  ^f  hieb  puu  it 
in  their  own  power  to  obtain  either'  an  interrup- 
tion of  our.trade  with  Grtot  Britain,. or  a  recall, of 
h^r  iuterruption  of  it  "with  France. 


AuToog  the  consideratiofis  which  belong  to  this 
subject,  it  may  he  remarked,  th;ftt  it  might  have 
been  reasonably  expected  by  the  United  States 
that  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  would  have 
resulted  from,  the  British  Order  in  Council  of 
April,  1809.  'This  order  expresdyrevoked  the 
preceding  orders  of  Novembei*,  ld07,  heretofore 
urged  by  France  ia  Justiication  of  h^r  decrees, 
and  was  not  oaly.diffieipem  in  its  extent  and  in  its 
details,  but  was  e8sel:itially  different  in  its  policy. 

The  policy  of  the  orders  of  1807  was,  hy  cut- 
Jfcidg  otfall  commercial  supplies,  (o  retort  on  her 
epemies  the  distress  which  the  French  decree  was 
Intended  to  inflict  on  Grtot  Bfit^in, 
,  •  The  policy  of  the  order;  ^f  April,  1809^  if  not 
avowedly,  was  most  ofrtaiuty  to  prevent  s^h 
supplies,. by  shutting  out  those  only  which  might 
flow  fVom  neutral  sources,  in  order  thereby  to  fa- 
vor a  surreptitious  monopoly  to  British  trader^/ 
In  order  td  counteract  this  poljcyj  it  wastjie  man- 
ifest interest  of  France  to  nave  favored  the  rival 
aild  cheaper  supplies  thropgh  neutrals ;  instead  of 
whloh^  aha  has  eo-open^ted  #ith  the  mouopoliz- 
iug  views  of  Great  Britain,  by  rigorous  ex- 
clusion of  neutrals  from  hfir  p6rts.  She  has,  in 
fact,  revlersed  the  operation,  originallv  profeate^ 
by  h^  decree.  Instead  of  annoying  her  enemy 
at  the  expense  Df  a  friend,^ she  annoys  a  friend 
fot  thfe  benefit  of  her  enemy. 

)f  the  French  Government  should  accede  to 
thfc  overture  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  by 
reji^ding  or  so  modifying  its  decrees  as  that  they 
will  cea^  to  violate  our  neutral.rtghts.  you  wilt, 
if  nec'easary,  transmit  the  repeal,  properly  authen- 
ticated, to  Mr.  Pkikney,  by  a  special  messenger, 
and  you*witl  hasten  and  lusuire  the  receipt  of  it 
here,  bj  cftgafing  a  vessel,  if  po  equivalent  coi^- 
veyance  shodid  ofler,  to  bring  it  directly  from 
France,  and  by  s^ndfoe  several  copies  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  to  be  forwarded  from  British  ports< 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,,dbc. 

ft.  SMITH. 

General  John  Abm^tronq,  &c. 


Mr.  Bmith^Sm^etary  of  fixate,  to  Qea.  Armstrong. 

t)EPABTMEirT  OP  State,  Ju/^  17, 1810. 

Snt :  You  will  hererWitK  receive  duplicates  of 
my  letters  to  you  of  ^le  20th  June,  and  2d  and 
5th  of  July. 

This  despatch  you  will  receive  from  Lieutenant 
MHler  of  the  Navy,  who  is  toproce^d from  New 
York  in  the  sloop  oi  war  the  Hornet.  !This  putt- 
lie  vessel  has  been  ordered  to  Eaffland,  and  to 
Francei  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting 
despatches  to'  you  and  to  our  Minister  in  London, 
butTpr  the  further  purpose  of  afford  log  you,  as  well 
as  htm,  a  sale  opportunity  of  conveying  to.this  De- 
partment, befbre  the  next  meetiniz  of  Congress, 
full  information  of  the  ultimate  policy,  in  relatioii 
tp  the  United  States,  of  the  Goyernmenu  of  Eng- 
land and  France.  And.  with  a  view  to  insure 
her  return  to  the  United  States  in  due  season,  her 
commaudiog  offi'cer  has  received  orders  not  to. 
remain  in  any  port  of  Europe  after  the  1st  day  of 
October  next.  With  respect,  therefore,  tothe  time 
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yoa  will  deuid,  Mjr.  MiUcc  in  Paris,  yoQ  will  be 
iDflueDced  by  the  information  which  you  may 
receive  from  him  as  to  the  orders  be  may  haye 
fro^  the  commaading  officer  of  tl^e. Hornet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

R.  SMITH. 

General  Jobn  Armstaoho,  &c. 

£xti^ct»— Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Parib,  i4t^p^5, 1810.  ' 
1  had. this  morning  the  honor  of  receiving  the 
enclosed  note  from  the  Duke  of  Oadore,  iuu)riiL- 
in^  me  that  the  Imperii^  decrees  pf  Berlin  and 
Milan  are, revoked.  I  shall  communicate  this 
fact  as  promptly  a?  }tossible  to  Mr.  Pinkney.     ' 

I  shall  obtaiin  a  specific  revocation  of  th'e  de- 
cree of  the  23d  of  March  last  y  but  it  ought  to  be 
knpwB  to  you  tha,t  this  decree  has  had  no  oper^ 
tion  since  my  first  unofficial  cpmiQunication  of 
the  law  of  the  1st  of  May. 


[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  letter  of  Attg«1|t  ft:] 
The  Duke  of  Cadore  to  General  Armstrong. 
'    Paris,  August  5,  ISIO, 

Sir:  I  have  laid  before  His  Majesty,  the  Em^- 
peror  and  King,  the  act  of  Congr^s  of  ll)e  1st  of 
May,  taken  from  the  Odzette  of  Uie  United  Stales, 
which  you  have  sent  to  me.  ^ 

His^Majesty  could  have  wished  that  this  aol, 
and*all  the  oth^ractsbf  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  which  interest  France^  had  always 
been  officialW  made  known  to  him.  In  general, 
he  has  only  nad  a  knowledge  of  them  indirectly, 
and  after  a  loog  interval  6f  time.  There  hare  re- 
sulted frotn  this  delay  serious  incoBvenienoet, 
which  would  not  have  existed  if  these  acts  bad 
been  promptly  and  officially  communicated. 

The  Emperor  bad  applauded  the  ff^neral  em- 
bargo laid  by.  the  United  States  on  all  their  Yes- 
sels,  because  that  measure,  if  it  has  been  prejudir. 
cial  to  France,  had  in  it  at  leastnothingiijQGpnaive 
to  her  honoK  It  has  caused  her  to  lose  her  eolp- 
nies  of  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and  Cayenne; 
the  Ei&p^ror  has  not  complained  of  it. ,  He  has 
made>this  sacrifice  to  the  principle  which  had 
determined  the  Americans  to  lay  the  embargo, 
inspiring  them  with  the  noble  resolution  of  inter- 
dicting to  themselves  the  ocean,  rather  than  to 
submit  to  the  laws  of  those  who  wished  to  make 
Tb^toselves  the  tyrants  {lesdominateurB)  of  ir. 

The  aoc  of  l^t  March  has  raised  the  Embargo, 
and  substituted  for  it  a  measure  the  most  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  France. 

This  act.  ofwhich  the  Emperor  knew  nothing 
optil  very  lately,  interdicted  to  American  vesseU 
the  commerce  of  France,  at  the  time  it  authorized 
that  to  Spain^  Njaples^and  Holland,  that  is  tbsay, 
to  the  countries  under  French'infiuence,  and  de^ 
noun'ced  confiscation  against  all  French  vessels 
which  should  enter  the  ports  of  America.  Re- 
prisal was  a  right;  and  commi^nded  by  the  dignify 
of  France,  a  circumstance  on  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  make  a  compromise  (de  iraniiger.) 
The  sequestration  of  all    the  American  ves- 


sels in  France,  has  b^n  the  Beeeaaary  o— w 
qgence  of  the  measure  taken  by  Congress 

Now  Ooogress  retract  their  stej^.^  (teviaa  mm 
$68  pagy')  they  revoke  the  act  of  the  1st  of  Marck ; 
the  ports  of  America  are  open  tt  Fceocb  earn- 
merc^  and  France  is  no  longer  iDterdicted  to  ike 
Americans ;  in  short,  Congress  esffagiea  to  opme 
itself  to  that  one  of  tHe  beUigereerPowers  wkick 
should  refuse  xq  acknowledge  the  right  of  •eauak 

In  this  new  state  of  things^  I  am  aathoriaed  it 
dedarr  to  you,  sir,  that  the  decrees  of  BecHo  and 
Milail  are  revoked,  and. that  after.tbe  In  of  Na- 
vember  they  will  cease  to  haVe  effect ;  it  Mag 
understood  that,  in  con'seqaeuee  of  this  deeJaia- 
tion,  the  Baglish^all- revoke  4heir  Orders  la 
Council^and  ren<>titi^ethe  newpriocipleaof  Uoek- 
ad^,  which^hey  have  fished  to  establiah ;  or  that 
the  Unite()  Slates,  conformably  to  the  act  yoa 
have  just  communicated^  shall  cauaetheii'  rights 
to  be  respected  hy  the  {in^ish. 
.  It  is  with  the  most  "parmular  satisfactioa,  sii, 
tl^at  I  make  knowri^  to  you  this  de»Titfkuiti<m  of 
tb^  Emperor.  His  Majesty  laves  ihe  Amencaas. 
Their  prosperity  and  their  commerce  are  wtthia 
the  scope  of  his  poliey. 

The  independence  of  America  is  one  of  the 
principal  .titles  of  glory  to  Fraiice.  Siaee  tkat 
epocbf  the  Emperor  is  pleased  in  aggraodui^  the 
United  States,  and,  uiider  all  circuauitaiMes  that 
^hicb  can  contribute  to  thcmdependeaee,  to  the 
prosperity,  aiid  the  liberty  or  the  Ainertcaas,  the 
;^mperor  will  cdnsider  as  eoaforraable  witJi  ibeia- 
tetests  of  hi)i  Empire. 

Accept^  sir,  the  assuraqce  of  my  hi^  ceastd- 
eration,  .    *   , 

CHAMPAGN Y,  Z>iic  <le  Cbdorv. 

His  Ezc'y  Gen.  AiiV8TaoM<^  d^.. 

General  Armstroiig  ta  the  Ihdce  of  Cadore.    [No  dale.] 

Sir  :  The  eitclosed  copy  of  the  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  haa  been  traaa- 
mitted  to  me  officially  by  the  Secretarv  of  State, 
and  Ihasten  to  lay  it  before  vour  EzcelleDcy.  U 
will  supply  any  want  of  authenticity  which  may 
;be.foupd  in  that  already  Communicated.. 

In  making  this  ^ond.  commuaication  of  the 
law,  I' cannot  but  recall  to'  your  recoileelion  aa 
inference  injurious  either  to  pny  QovetnmenLOr 
to  myself^  which  m%y  be  drawn  from  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  letlfr  you  did  me  the  honor  lo 
Write  to  me  on  the  5th  instan^  la  this  paiagrapb 
it  is  said".  "  S.  M.  aurait  4^sir6  que  eet  acte,  et 
tous  les  ^utres  act^  du  Gouvernemient  da  Bttl« 
Unis,  qui  peuveot  int^resser  la  France,  lai  eas- 
^nt  toujours  6t,6  notifies  officfellemeat.  Ba  gte- 
gral,  elle  n'en  a  efu  connaissaiice  qu'indirectet&ent, 
et  aprfts  un  loog  lotervalle  clu  tfemps.  I!  results 
de  ce  retard  des  inconveniens  grave,  qui  n'aar- 
aient  pas  lieU)  si  ces  actes  etaient  -projnptemeat 
et  officielUment  communij^u^s."  f  *'  Qis  Majesty 
could  have  wished;  that  this  act  ainl  all  the  other 
acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
which  in tereiit  Frahce,  had  always  been  officially 
made  known  to  him.  In  general,  be  has  only  had 
a  knowledge  of  them  iqdirectljr,  and  after  a  long 
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istCTTal  of  time.  TheVe  have  resulted  from  this 
delay  serious  ineooveaiences,  which 'would  bot 
have  e<itfied,\if  these  acts  had  been  prompily  and 
officially  commuoieated."] 

From  these  words  it  may  be  inferred,  either  that 
the  United  States  hav^  been  habitually  negligent 
in  transmitting  to  me  such  of  their  acts  as  concern 
France,  or  that  I  have  pegl^ted  to  perfor4n  vAj 
duly,  iu  not  presenting  tho^e;  acl^  with  sufficient 
promptitude.  .     '        , 

hi  looking  back  on  the'  public  measures  of  the 
United  3tatesyi)^bvch  in  any  way  interdst  France, 
Ifind  but  the  following, Jviz : 

1st.  An  act  prohibiting  eon^mefcial  intercourse 
bftweeo  the  United  States  and  ^t*  Pominso. 

2d.  Aa  act  laying  an  embargo  on  the  jsbipe  or 
other  yessels  of  the  United  States^ . 

3d.  Ad  act  pcohibithig  all  copaoi^ercial  inter-, 
course  between  the  United  States  and  FraAc^  - 

4th.  An  arranjgemeot  made  between  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  Sutes,;and  the  Mio- 
istcr  of  His.  Britannic  Majesty  at  Washington ; 
and,  ''.. 

5th^  The  late  a^tof  the  1st  of  May.  Now;  of 
these, dl  have  beenjpresented  officially ;' and,  mak- 
ing a  proper  allowance  for  the  remoteness  of  .the 
United  States  frotik  France,  with  sufficient  promp- 
titude, excepting  ihe  W,  which  (from  causes  iin- 
^owp  tome)  did  not  reach. Paris  until  yesterday. 
Your  Excellency,  can  at  an^  time,  ascertain  the 
correctness  of  this  statement  by  referring  to  the 
archives  of  your  own  department, 

I  hare  the  honor  to'  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract— Mr,  Armstrong  to  Afr.  Smi^ 

Paais,  SepL  10, 181Q. 

Since  jthe  date  of  my  last  despatch,  (by  Mr. 
Jarvis,)  nothing  has  occurred  worth  communica- 
ting, until  yesterday,  When  1  received  the  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  of  wbicti  No.  1  (en- 
closed) is  a  copy.  By  this  it  will  b^  seen  that 
the  decree  of  K^cubouillet  is  not  iu  operation,  and 
that  American  ships,  enCeritig  the  ports  of  France 
before  the  1st  of  November  next,, will  l^  judged 
under  the  decreed  of  Berlin  and  of  Milan. 

No.  2  is  the  copy  of  a^note  written  10  Mr.  Cham-' 
paj^ny,  with  a  yiew  of  drawing  from  him  some- 
thing explicit  on  the  poibt  of  which  it  treats.  The 
first  of  these  may  appear  to  have  been  useless, 
after  the  declaration  of  that  Minister,  that  Amer- 
ican ships,  which  will  hereafter  arrive  in  the  ))orts 
of  France,  shall  not  be  sul^ect  to  confiscation  ; 
but  understanding  from  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
that,  until  some  act  be  taken  which  had  tbe'eflfect 
of  recalling  by  name  the  decree  of  the  23d  March 
last,  they  must  continue  to  consider  it  both  as  ex- 
isting and  operative,  and  of  course,  binding  upon 
them,  I  hastened  to  present  the  sqbject  again,  and 
in  a  form  which  leaves  no  roood  fot  misunder- 
standing. 

Sept£m&er1I^ 
.    t  liave4he  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  letters 
irom  the  Duke  of  Cadorey^  one  of  which  is  an.an- 


swer  to  my  note  of  thfe'  8th  instant.  To  the^ues^ 
tioo,  whether  we  had. anything  to  expect  in  repa- 
ration for  past  wrongs  ?  they,  reply^  that  their  act 
^ing  of  reprisal,  the  law  of  reprisal  must  govern : 
in.  other  words,. that,  if  you  confiscate  French 
property  under  the  law  of  wmrinUrcowe^  they 
wUl  confiscate  your^  property  under  their  decree 
of  Rav^ScmUet.  .The  wor^  undersoored  ar^  the 
verbal  explanation,  which  ^ccompa;iied  the  letter. 
I  Kcit  out  this  day  for  Bordeaux,  (^on  my  way  to 
the  United  States^yand^hope  to  begin  my  voyage 
from  that  pbrt  on  the  Ist  October  next. 

[Re^rrjsd .  to  in  Mr.  A^mstronjfs  despatch  of  Sept. 
'    10,  1810.J 

•N6.1. 
The  JMm  of  Cadore  to  Mr.  AniMtrong. 
'      .  ■  .   'PAai8i»5pir.  7. 1810. 

.  S19  :.Yoa  .have  done  me  the  honor  to  ask  of 
me,  t^  your  letter  of  the  20th  Atigust^  what  will 
be  the  lot  of  tl^e  Atiierican  Vessels  which  may  at-* 
rive  in  France  before  (he  1st  6f  Nof^mber  ? 

His  Majesty  has  always  wfshed  to  jTayof  the 
comqnerceof  the  United  States.  It  was  not-with- 
odt  reluctance  that  he  used  reprisal  towards  the 
AmericauiJ,  while  he  saw  that  CoQgress  had  or- 
dered the  co'nfiseatioq  of  all  Frenoh,  vesseb  which 
might  arrire  in  the  United  States. 

ft  appears  that  Congress  might  hare  spared  to 
His  Majesty  and  his^subjeets  this  mortification, 
(ce  i^agriment)  \t,  in  place  of  that  harsh  and  de- 
ci^ve  measure,  which  left  to  France  no  choice, 
they  haa  used  some  palliative,  such  as  that  of  not 
feceiving  French  vesse|s,  or  of  sending  them 
away  after  a  delay  of  so  many  days. 

As  soon, as  His  Majesty  was  informed  of  this 
hostile  act,  he  f^lt  that  the  honor  of  France,  in- 
volved in  this , point,  could  not  "be  cleansed  (ne 
jp&uyait  etre  lav^)  bat  by  a  declaration  of  war, 
which  could  :not  take  place  but  by  tedious  cxpla* 
nations. 

^  The  Emperor  conteiited  kiitiself  with  makiog 
reprisals,  and,  in  consequence,  he  applied  to  Am^- 
Ican  vessels  which  came  to  <  France,  or  ta  the 
countries  occupied  by  the  French  armies,,  word 
for  word,  the  regulations  of  the  act  of  4Doneress. 

Since  the  last  measures,  by^which  that  hostile 
act  is'repealed,  His  Majesty  hastens  to  cause  it  to 
be  made  known  to  you.  thai  he  anticipates  that 
which  may  re-establish  niirm6ny  with  the  United 
Sutes.aod  that  he  repeals  his  decree  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  qnder  the  conditions  pointed  out  in 
my  letter  to  you  Of  the '5th  August. 

During  this  interval,  the  .American  vessels 
which  shall  arrive  in  France  will  not  be  subjected 
to  confiscation,  because  the  act  of  Congress  which 
had  aerve^d  as  a  ipoti  ve  tp  our  reprisals,  u  repealed  y^ 
but  these  4re>aele  will  be  subjected  toiMltbe  effects 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  that  is  to  say, 
they  will  be  treated  amicably,  if  th^  can  be  con- 
sidered as  Americans,  and  hostilely,  if  they  have 
loit  their  national  character,  (s^ils  se  sont  laissi 
dinationalisds)  by  submitting  to  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  British  (Government. 
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r  faar^  the  honor  to  renew  to'yoti,  sir,  the  asso- 
ranee  of  my  Ugh  ^onndenitK>n. 

^  CHAMPAGNY.  Due  de  dadm. 

His  Bzc'y  060.  ABMSTRofro,  d^. 

No.  a 

preferred  to  in  Mr;  AlrmabpofBg'i  aetpatoh  of  8ept  lOl] 
General  Armslron^  to  the  Duke  of  Oadore. 

Paris,  Sept,  7, 1810. 

Sir:  Tour  Excellency  will  pot  think  me  im- 
portunate^ if  I  abould  employ  the  last  moments  of 
my  stay  in  Paris  ip  seeking  an  explicit  declarar 
tion  on  the  foUowing  points: 

Uu  Has  the  decree  of  His  Majesty  of  the  2dd 
of  March  last,  enjoinioff  acts  of  reprisal  against 
the  commerce  of  jlie  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  late  law  of  oon^atereoarst,  been  recalled  t 

2d.  What  will  be  the  oiperation,  on  the  vessels 


irhh  pleasure  that  ^hey  are  far  (rom  acknowM- 
gingtiie  tjrranici^l  principle  of  Bnglisfar  legisUttoa. 

The  American  reisels  which  may  be  loaded  on 
account' of  F^renchmen,  or  on  aecoant  of  Aawii- 
cans,  wilt  be  admitted  Into  the.  ports  0f  Fniiee. 
As  to  the  merchandise  confiscated,  it  baring  been 
confiscated  as  a  measure  of  reprlsaL  the  nrfoci' 
pies  of  repri$al  must  be  the  law  in  tnat  aflatr. 
'  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  air,  the  as- 
surance Of  lAy  high  consideration. 

CHAMPAQf^Y,  DucdeOidort. 

His  Bxc'y  Oeo.  AnMSTaoNo,  dbc. 

General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Pinknej. 

B6B0fiAcx,  Sej^Umber  29. 18ia 
Sir  :  Tour  letter  df  the  3d  utMnt  fdttnd  me  at 
this  pla<^  and  on  the  pbint  of  embarking  for  the 
tJnited  States.    I  hasten,  therefbie^  to  gire  to  it 


an  immediate  answer. 
There  #as  no  error 


in 


of  the  doited  fiute^,  of  ilis  Maje|ty's  decrees  of  causinff  their  flag  to  be  respetited,  at  least  b^ 

July  last,  forbidding  the  departure  of  neutral  shipsk'  ^^^  -^ ^-^ '"- ^  ''—  *' ' 

frotn  ports  of  France,  unless  pro? ided  witb  im- 
perial licenses?  Are  these  licenses  merely  sub- 
stitutes for  clearance^;  or  do  they  nresorib^i  reg- 
ulations to  be  obserred  by  the  holders  of  thetn 
within  ihe  jurisdiction  of  the  Uoited>  States  7 

Do  they  confine  the  |>ermitted  intercourse. to 
two  parts  only  of  the  said  States;  and  do  th^y 
enjoin  that  alt  sbinments  be  made  on  Blench  ac* 
/CoantexciusiTely  7  '        . 

Is  it  His  Majesty^s  wil^  thatt^  sei^eures  miie 
in  the  pdrts  of  Spain,  abd  o^her  places,  ote  the 
principle  of  reprisal,  shall  J>ecome  a  sdbject  .of 
present  or  future  nifgotiatipo  between  the  two 
Qpvemmenu ;  or,  are  (he  acts  already  taken  by 
His  Majesty  to  bcTe^rded  as  conclusive  against 
remuneration?  ^       ; 

I  need  not  suggest  to  your  Excellencjr  the  iti- 
terest  that  both  ^vernmenis'have  in  the  answers, 
that  niay  be  given  to  these  qiiestfons^  and  how 
Disariy  connected  thevare^ith  the  good  under- 
standing which  ougnt  to  exist  between  them. 
Affer  the  great  .step .lately  M^ken  by  His  Majesty, 
towahilsan  accommodation  of  difiereaces,  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  suppose  that  any  new  considerat- 
tion  will  arise,  whiini  shall  eitker  retard, or  pre-' 
▼€nt  the  adoption  of  measures  j3ecessary«to  a  full 
restoration  of  the  commercial  intercourse  and 
friendly, reflations  of  the  two  Pollers. 

I  cannot  amk  expressing,  on  this  occasion,  the 
sense  1  shall  carry  with  me  of  the  'many  obliga- 
tions 1  am  pefsopafly  uiider  u>  your  Excellency, 
and  of  the  very  high  consideration  with  Irhich  1 
liave  the  hono^  to  m,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRDNO. 

His  Exo'y  the  Duke  of  Cadorb,  ^, 

[Reftrred  to  in  ]^r.  ArmstNfig's.despeteh  of  isept  10.] 
The  Dake  of  Oadore  to  ^r.  Armstrong. 

Vkms^  Sept.  12, 1810/' 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Yth 
September.  That  which  I  wrote  to  you  the  same 
day  answered  the  first  of  the  questions  jf  ou  put  to 
ti^*  I  will  add  to  what  I  have  had'the  honor  to 
write  to  you,  that  the  decree  of  the  23d  March 


ISIO,  which  order^  reprisals,  in  conseqMce  o( 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  tst  March.  £b<^.  was 
repealed,  as  aoon  as  are  weV>e  informed  of  the  t«- 
peil  of  the  act  of  non-intercourse  passed  agamst 
France.   '  . 

On  your  second^quesdon.  I  haateti  to  Seiftare  to 
you,  that  Ameriean  vessefe,  loaded  with  merehn- 
dise,  the  growth  of  the  Americaiif^yroTinees,  wil 
be  reeei^d  without  'difficulty  in  the  ptma  of 
France,  provided  they  have  dot  auffered  their  fag 
to  lose  it^  ik^tiohal  character.  6y  stibmittinff  to 
th^  acts  of  the  British  Council :  thej  may,  to  like 
•manner,  depart  from  the  ports  of  France,  The 
Bmperor'has  given  lice'pses  to  A^^i^^^ti  veswls. 
It  is  the  only  fiag  which  has  obtanfed  then,  fa 
this  His  Maiesiy  has  intended  to  give  a  proof  of 
the  'respect  he  lovel  to  show  td  the  Americaas. 
If  he  is  somewhat  dissatisfied  (peu  taiUfhUe)  that 
they'  hav4  not  as, yet  been  able  t\o-a0ceeed  la 


my  repr^s^latioa  to 
you,  nor  in  your  representation  to  Lord  We&es- 
ley,  of  the  words,  or  of  |he  meaning,  $3k  I  ander^ 
stand  it,  of  the  Duke  of  Gadore^s  note  to^ne ;  nor, 
indeed,  do  either  of  these  appear  to  bh  reidilysn- 
ceptible  of  mistake.  The  former,  no  dooht,  n> 
tract,  in  the  most  positive  teroas.  the  Berlih  and 
Milan  d^eorees,  and,  of  course,  the  prineijifes  oa 
which  these  decrees  were  founded ;  andJa  dofag 
aO)  assuredly  give  us  a  fair  claim  on  Htis  Brilamlie 
Mi^esty  Jor  a  fulfilment  of  the  promise  made  by 
his  Miniater  PlenipOteiitkry  to  our  Qoverament 
th0  23d  of  February.  1808.  It  would,  however 
appear,  by  Lord  W^Iestey's  letter  to  you  of  tki 
31st  ultimo,  that  the  British  Cabinet  has  given  a 
Qfew  version  to,  this  promise  of  His  Majesty,  and 
that,  as  a  preHmlnary.to  itt  execution,  it  is  aow 
required,  not  mereljr  that  the  priftciples  whick 
had  rendered  necessary  the  British  system  shoutH 
be  retracteci,  hut  ,tbat  the  repeat  of  the  FVeach 
decrees  should  have  actually  begun  to  operate, 
and  the  eon^a»erde  of  neutral  nations  (geaerallv) 
should  huve  been  restored  to  th6  condition  la 
which  it  stood  previously  to  the  promolgatioa  of 
these  dterees.  ft  wt>tjrtd  also  appeiir,  ttom  Uttt- 
ent  passages  fn  your  letter,  jttat  thii  deviatioa 
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rom  the  ofigiflMl  promise  of  His  Maiestfgrew 
at  of.fi  eyapposiudn  that  the  ceQall  t>f  toe  French 
ecr^es  implied  a  contemporaaeoas  cessation  of 
le  British  Orders  in  Coi^ncil  of  NoTetnbery  1807, 
nd  a  repeal  before  the  1st  day  of  Nov.eniber  next 
f  all  proclaniation  blockades  of  prance,  dbc.  <kc* 
^han  thisconstructionAo(hingcan,in  myopinrqo, 
e  more  erroneous^  W^re  the  repeal  of  the  FreHoh 
ecrees  dependent  alone  o^  what  Great  Britain 
uiy  do.  the  s^pposoion  would. have  in  it  some 
oloror  reasonableness^  but  as  the  eonditioos.of 
i  preseat  an  alternative^  on«  lide  of  which  de- 
tends,  not  on  the  will  of  Bis  Britannic  MfSjestf 
t  all,  hut  altogether  on  that  of  the  United  StaC^ 
Old  which  cannot  be  adopted  by  th^m  nmil  after 
be  Isi  of  November  next,  it  necessarily  follows 
hat  the  conditions  ore jipt. precedent.^  h%s  been 
apposedvbut  anbseqiient)  as  I  represent  them* 
This  reasoning  will  receive  ilUis^ntion  from  a 
ilain  aad-unsophisticat^d  statement  of  the  Duke 
i[  Cadore's  declaration^  viz :  tha^  the  Berlin  and 
^ilan  d^rees  will  ^cease  to  op^te  after  the  J^ 
lay  of  November  next,  on  one  of  two  cpiiditiof^ ; 
iitber  that  Qfre^t  Butain  shall  revoke  her  Orders 
n  Council,  so  far  as  they  violate  the  asaritilne 
ighu  of  the  United  States,  or  that^  refusing  to 
lo  so,  the  United  States  shall  revive  towards  Her 
tertain  sections,  of  their  late  noh-interconrse  law, 
:onformah|y  to  An  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  May 
!ast.  In  iais  we  find  nothing  of  aj^tempora- 
neons  cessation  of  the  Frencn  deerees  and  Brit- 
ish OrdeiB  in.  Council,  nor  that  tbe  tAockades  of 
Prance  must  he  recalled  before  the  1st  day  of  No- 
remb^r  next ;  indeed,  the  very  reverse*  is  to  be 
found,  there ;  for  it  coBtainf  an.  ex£re8s  engage* 
menc  the  decrees  shall  cease,  if  the^niled  States 
do  a  certain  act^  which  all  the  world  kjM>ws  they 
cannot  do  till  after  that  day.  These  remarks 
may  derive  some  additional  foroe  fVom  the  con- 
tents of  my  letter  by  Mr.  Itfnssoa,  which  will,  I 
hope,  show  that  the  eoneesstons  inade  by  France 
to  tb«  United  B|at^  are  at  least  sUfioiently  »uh- 
stantial  to  invite  from  Great  Britain  some  mea- 
sures of  a  character  eqipally  eonclliatbry.  and  tha^ 
'^earoestly  d^sinng  to  see  the  commeree  of  the 


Bxljttct  of  aletter  fr«ni  Mr.  Pinkjisy  to  Mr.  RusseU. 
OCTQBBA  7, 181Q. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  that,  as  it  will 
be  obviously  prudent,  even  if  it  be  not  absolutely 
necessary,  toitimish'mewixh  all  such  further  evw 
denc^e-as  can,  conveniently  be  gained,  oonfirma' 
tory  of  our  expectation  that  the  French  repeal  of 
theJ^erlin  and  Milan  decrees  will  take  edbct  on 
the  1st  of  Novemlber,  I  beg  you  to  transmit  ipa 

soch  evidence  if ,  and. as  footf  aa  it  shall  b# 

giioed*  -^ 

It  maybe  yet  more  impe^taiit  to  send  iAe,.with 
aa  little  o^lay  as  jiossibU)  after  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, the  most  decisive  proof  in  your  power  thai 
the  repeal  has  takea  effdct,  at  least  a»  official  fet- 
ter from  you'  to  me  statingrthat  fact. 


world  restored  to  that  freedom  which  is  necessary 

foU 


to  iu  prosperltv,'-  and  no  more  hesitating  to  fc. 
low  the  good  than  she  has  done  to  follow  ^e  bad 
example  of  her  neighbor  and  rival,  she  wiH  go  on 
to  declare  thai  her  Orders  Jn  dovaeil,  dbc*  shall 
cease  After  the  1st  day  of  November  next,  on  con- 
dition, either  that  France  shall  have  actuaily 
withdrawn  her  oiensive  decrees  on  that  day,  or 
that,  if  she  refuse  tp  do  so,  the  United  States  shall 
proceed  to  enforce  against  het  their  late  noo-in- 
tercoorse  law. 

In  view  of  the  subject,  nothing*  short  of  this  can 
be  considered  a  sufficient  pledge  oa  the  part  of 
the.  ^itish  Government,  which,  unlike  that  of 
France,  nresejitsAo  alternative  in  the  conditions 
on  which  her  Orders  in^ Council  shall  be  repealed, 
and  which,  of.  course,  in  no  war  makes  that  re- 
peal to  depend  op  an  ac(  which  would  be  alto- 
gether that  of  the  United  Stktes.  I  have,  dte. 
JOHN  ARMBTRONQ. 

His  Bxo'y  Wiluaji  PiifKiiBT,  dbc. 


Eztrset^Mr.  toiih,  SMretsrf  6f  jlute,  to  Oeneral 
Aiinstroag. 

DiPAifnas.NT  OP  State, 

Yott  will  herevith  receive  a  printed,  copy  of 
the  ptoclamaiiocL  which,  conformably  to  the  act 
of  Congress^  has  been  issued  by  the  President  on 
the  revocation  of  th^  Berlin  and  Milaa  decrees  ; 
you  Willy  however^  let  the  French  Government 
Vnderstand  that  this  has  been  done  on  the  ffround 
that  the  repeal  of  these  decrees  does  invplve  an 
e;[tiogMishment  of  all  the  edicts  of  France  ac- 
tually violating  our  neutral  rights,  and  that  the 
reservations  under  the  expressibn  "  it  being  un- 
derstood,"^ are  »ot  conditioas  preeodent.  affecting 
th^  operation,  of  the  rep^S  and  on  the  ground 
also  that  the  United  Sutesare  not  pledged  against 
the  blockades  pf  Gh'eat  ^Uaia,  beyond  Krhat  ia 
stated  in  mv -letter  to  you  of  the  5ih  July«  It  is 
tQ  be  remarxedi  moreoveiE,  that  in  issuing  thaproc- 
tiMwitipn  it  has  been  presumed  th^t  the  requisi- 
tion contained  iit  that  Hetter,  on  the  subject  of  tha 
sequestered  property  wilt  have  been  satisfied* 
This  presumption  is  not  only  iavAred  by  the  nat- 
ural opnn^ioiitof  ti^  policy  ind  justice  of  a  re- 
versal of  tl^at  seq^estratioa  with  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees,  but .  is  strengthened  by  concurrent  ac- 
count, through  different  channels,  that  such- pro- 
perty as  has  been  sequestered  has  been  actuldly 
restored.  .  "    ^ 

The  enclosed  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  Mr, 
Phikney  of  the  1^  nltiaao,  will  afibfd  yon  a 
distinci  view  of  the  li«e  of  conduct  presented  to 
him  iirreliuioh  to  the- British  oide»  and  Uoek- 
ades.    , 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  yon  bv  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  frigau  Bssex^ 
who  will  have  orders  to  rotoTn  to  iris  ship  as  soon 
atf  )ke  shaU  have  reeeivtd  soch  despatches  as  yo« 
may  dotm  it  necessary  to  tranmit  to  this  Departs 
meat. 


Mr.  8mith  to  General  Armstrong. 

Dbpahtm SNT  or  Statb>  . 
November  ^1910. 
Sib  :  As  the  ground  on  which  the  French  Gov* 
Doieat  baa  deemed  it  expediatt:  lo  plaoa  thft 
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revocation  'of  its  decreen  ixiay  sufi^st  to  St  the 
further  pretext  pf  requiring  a  restorati6n  bf  the 
French  property  seized  here  under  the  nonnnter* 
course  law,  as  a  condition  to  their  restoring  the 
American  "property  coAdemned  Or  sequestered 
i^der  the  French  deeree  of  Marcl^.  you  are  au^ 
tborized.  in  case  aTeatoratton  6an  ue  thus:  and 
not  other wiW,  obttuned,  to  acqtuesc^  in  ^udi  an 
arrangement,  and,  if  Decesseiry,  to  give  t6  such 
trrrangemeat  li  ooptentionai  torcft  reqtiiving  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate.  Y6u  will,  however, 
talce  (care  to  avoid  any  ezpressioos  implying  an' 
acknowfedgement,  (m  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  non-intercourse  la#,  which  was 
not  retrospective,  has  any  anatogy  tp  th^  French' 
decree,  the  injustice  of  which  essentiltHy  eontiscs 
in  iih  retrospective  operation.^  la  truth,  the  af- 
ran|cnent,  on  the  part  6f  the  United  States,  wHl 
be  little  raorethau  noHiioal,'a^  will  appear  by  (hie 
enebaed  copy  ^f  a  letter  from  the.  Treasury  De^ 
partmeot.  It  may  be'  proper  to  remark  that  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  M^f*  for  the'  recovery 
pf  forfeitures  und^  the  rod* intercourse  law,  ct>n- 
templated  Violattous  by  otir  own  citizens,  rather 
than  French  violations'^  which  could  not  liave 
beeo  of  sufficient  importance'  to  have  called  for 
snch  a  pi'Ovision.^  pointing  particularly  at  them. 

I  have  the  hooor  to  foe,  &c.  ■    ■   \ 

.  Jl.  SMPPH. 

Geh.  JoDP*  Armstrowg,  Ac. 
•      -  '  .   .  .  *^  '    *  " 

M r.  lUisseillo  the.8eeri»tary  of  SUte. 

PAtii»,  December  4,  1810. 
Sir  :  This'serVes  merely  to^c<iver  a  copy  of  my 
lette»  to  Mr.  Phiknef  of  the  IH'of  this' month  ; 
since  that  time  nothing  has  co{[ne  tOmytEaowl- 
e&ge^  to  affect  the  statement  Which  it  contains.  It 
IS  my  dhty.  how'ever,  to  say  that  I  hate  no^leat>neld 
the  oedurrence  of  any -ease  to  w^i^b  the  B\ferlin 
and  Milan  decrees  <^uid  be  aj^ied. 
'  I  hav,e  the  honor  to  b^  dbc. 

JOS^  RUSSELL. 
Hon.  lySMiTB,  Sicretarp  efSUUei^ 

[Re^Ei'ed  to  in  Mr.  RusseH^S  letter  of  I>ec  4,  1810.] 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

?jLmp,J}ecanber  lylBlQ. 

Sm :  As  nothing  has.  transpired  here  of  en^ 
fieient  importance  ta  be  eomnuipieatvd  by  k  spe- 
eial  mesaengor,  aa4  as  no  sale  private  conveyance 
has  hitherto  presented  itself,  I  have  delayed,.tiU 
now,  to  acknowLet^'  tbe  reipeipt  of  your  letters 
iHider  date  of  liie  7th  and^th'ofOctobeif*     . . 

No  event  within  my  knimleldge  has  oecnrred, 
Either  before  or  sinc^  the  lat  \3  NoveiqbeVto 
varjr  the  construction  given  by 'us  to  the  ^^ery 
positive  and  precise  assurances  of  th^  Duke  Of 
Cadore  on  the  5th  August,  relative  to  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  I^ilan  deereA  That  these 
decrees  have  not  been'  ezeeute'd  for  tin  entire 
month  on  any  vessel  ^rHviiig  during  that  time  in 
any  of  the  p«wts  Of  France,  n^y,  when  connected 
with  the  ternu^  in  which,  their  revocation  was 
anRounoad,  foftilJMhe  preaamptioiuhflit  th^y  k%ve  [ 


ceased  to'OperM^.  I  know,  iad^e^,  of  no  belter 
evidence  than  tbfs,  whicb  tne  negatiTe  ehaiaeter 
of  t^  case  admits,  of  how  the  non-ezbteaee  of 
an  edict  cap  be  pit^vedj'ej^cent  by  the  prorndga- 
tion  of  its  repeal  and*  its  subseqjQeot  nbn-execn- 
tion.  -  '  ,    ' 

Our  attention  here  19  now  turned  towards  Bag- 
laiid  and  the  Uo^ed  Stat'es,'  The  performance 
of  one  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  revocation 
of  the  decrees  ^as  predlcared,  and  which  is  es- 
sential to  fender  it  permanent,  is  anxiously  ez- 
pected^  and  it  is  devoutly  t;o  be  wished  that.Eag- 
land,  by  evincing  the  sincerity  of  her  former  pro- 
fessions, may  save  the  United  States  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  resortinr  to  the  o&easures  which  czela- 
^vely  depend  on  them.  ■ . 
.  I  ne^  not'ftfgg^t  to  yoq  the  importance  of 
transm it ttng  hither,  as  early  as  possible;,  any  in- 
fturmarion  of  a^decid,ed  ch|iract(^whic1i  yon  nay 
possess  relative  to  this  subject,  asan  impatieace 
is  aUeady  betrayed  here  to  learn  that  one  or  the 
other  of  the  conditions  has  been  performed. 

I. am.  sir,  with  great  respect,-  dbc. 
^         ;  -JON.  BUSSfiLL. 

IJis  Bzcy^Wm/PiNKNEy^Esq.  . 


Jtoathaa  RttsseO*  Esq.,  Oharg6  d'AfMtam  of  the  i;«. 
tad  Siajtef.  at  P^ris,  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Paris, /T^cemlter  11, 1810. 
Sir;  On  the ^ eirenin^  of  the  dtb  iasiaat,  I 
•learned that^the  Essex  frigate  hafd arrived  at  L^r- 
ient  on  the  4tb,  and  haa  been  put  uoder  qaar* 
umioe  fo^  fiva  days  for  the' want  of  a  bill  of  h^kh, 
dutiog  which  itime  th^  aasseoger  is  jioc  allowed 
to^oome  00  shore.    At  the  same  done  tl^itlre- 
ceived  this  inielKfenee,  I  was  also  ijaforwed  that 
brig  New  Orleans  Packet  was  seized  U  Bordcaac, 
nn^r  the  Berlin  and  Milan  daerteaj>]f  t^direoi 
Cat  oi  thjB  custbi^as  at  that  place;    The  .siaaica- 
neouB  ocdUf^nceof  these  two.«venl»  forme^  in 
tn)r  opinioo^  a  crisis  which  repaired  a  prompt  de- 
cision of  this  Qo^trnmeat.  .Under  tius  imptes** 
sion,  I  immediatelv  addressed  tothe  j>n]K  of  Ca- 
doreahe  note  ef  wiiich  the  enclosed  is  a  ooiiy,aad 
m  Which  I  thought  it  potidc  toremonacrate  with 
irmaess  againstthe  ppoeeedid^  of  the  dtreotios 
of  the  tUfftoms  at  Bordeaoz,  and  to  lecv^  the  Ger- 
e^nmjBnt  here , at  liberty  to  disavow4bem.'  This 
disavowal,  howevei',  i  am  persuaded^  depeids  en- 
tirely  on' the  hamre  of  the  despatches  broaglit  by 
the  Essex.    I  feel,  therefore:  the  imost  livdV  an- 
xiety to  receifjs  them.  -  Ip  the  awan  ti»e,  1  give 
this  letter  t  chahce  6[  reachiqtg ,  yon  by  a  vessel 
about  leaving.  Bordeaux  for  New  Yqrk. 


Sjnce  my  last,  the  Hanseatic  towns  have 
annexed  to  thjs  JSinpire. 

1  ha^e  informed  Mr.  Pinkae^r  of  the  acrival  of 
the  Essex,  and  suggested  4o.htm  the  possibilitf 
that  tk^  proclamation  of  the  President  had  come 
oot  by  her^  in  order  thai  he  mighty  ii'be  thoighc 
proper^  m^e  a  final  attempt  to  obuin  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  CpnacU  while  it  was  vet  in  the 
power  of  the  British  Ministry  to  doit  wuh  a  good 
grace,   i  have  the  hoitor  to  be,  dtc. 

lONA.  RUBBBLL. 
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[RcJinMd  to  in  Mr.  RiiiMll*i  detpmtcb  of  D^Bceinber 
11, 1«10.]         •      t 

Mr.  Russdrto  the  Duke  «»f  Cadore. 
*   '      '  Vkkxs,  December  1%1%1Q. 

Sir:    I  have  tbis  womeac  learned  thpt  the 


American  brig,  the  New  OrleaDs  Packet,  lateljr 
arrived  atSordeaui^  hasr,  with  be^  cargo,  the  &ona 
Jide  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
laden  at   the  port  of  New  York,  heed,  seized  by 
the  director  of  the  ctitstoros  ubder.the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.    I  blvie  also  been  informed  that 
this  , director  of  the  Gustomf,  Hot  satisfied  with 
ibis  hardy  vio^tion.of  the  solemn  assuranees 
giren  \fj  your  ExQdl^ncy  to  General. Armstrong 
on  the  oth  of  Ausus^  last,  at)d  cgn^ioed  by  your 
letter-to  him  of  toe  7ib  of  September,  ^hat  these 
dfcrees  were  revoked,  and  would, cease. to  ope- 
ra)te  from  the '1st  of  November,  has,  without  re- 
gard to  the,  plighted ''fatth  of  his  Uovernpaent^' 
announced  Hirinteniion  of  seilibg  the  provisions 
i^hich  constitute  a  pq/t  of'Vhe  car^o,  under  the 
pretext  that  they  are  perish|ibie.    The  clear  and 
unequivocal  manner  in  which  ti)e  revocation  of 
the  Berlib  and  Milap  decrees  vas  announced  by 
you^  Excellency*  forbids  me  for  a  mbmentto  st}p- 
pose  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  this  man  will 
De  sanctioned  by  His  Majesty  the  Smperbr  and 
King,  or  that  tbelelLst'delay  wUl^be  allowed  in 
placing  the  property, thus  arrested  at  the  free  dis- 
position of  the  rigbtful  owner,  whose  coafidence 
alone  in  the  good  faith  With  wbicb  it  becomes 
nalions  to  perform  their. engagements  has  brought 
him  to  the,  place  Where  he  is  so.  inhospitably 
treated.  .  . 

I  am  persuaded  that  your  Excellency  will  not,, 
on  this  occasion,  attenipt 'to  reodind  ine  of  the 
conditions  on  which  the  revpcatioti  of  those  de- 
crees, was  predicated.    These  conditions  were^in 
the  alternative,  and  the  perfofmaQce  of  either  is 
sufficient  to  render  al>solute  and  perpetual  that 
revocation.  1^  )s  of  Qo  importance  that  the  Qrit- 
ish  Orders  ii^  Council  have  not  been  withdrawn, 
if  tbe  United  States,  in  due  time,  perform  the 
condition  which  depei^ds  alone,  on  them ;  and 
what  is  this  condition  ?  ^  Why,  to  execute  an  apt 
of  Congress  against  the  English^  which,  to  be 
thus  executed  requires  the  previous  revocation- 
of  these  very  decrees.    Th?  letter  of  your  Excel- 
lency, of  ,th^  5th  of  August,  appears  to  have  been 
written  wita  a  full  Jcnowiedge  of  this  fequisition 
of  the  law,  and  manifestly  with  the  intention  to 
comply  with  rt,  in  order  that  it  might  W  compe- 
tent  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
ercise the  pontingent.ppwer  which  had  been  given 
to  him. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the  d^creas  have, 
in  fact,  beeii  revoked,  but  that  the  .delay  of  the 
United  States  in  performing  (be  condiiion  pre- 
sented to  them  authorizes  their  revival.  The, 
case  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet  is  the  first  which 
has  occurred  since  the  1st  of  November,  to  which 
the  Berlin  or  Milan  decrees  could  be  applied  \ 
and  if  they  be  applied  to  this  case,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult for  France  to  show  one  solitary  uistanca  of 
tbeii  hfi ving  be<^  jvractioally  revolted ;  as  to  delay 


on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  there  has  been 
npA?.  \No  o$eial .  tnibrmation  of  ^be  letter  of 
your  Excellency  of  the  5th  ^f  Augnst  left  Frapce 
for  the  United  States^  owing  to  circumstances 
which  It  was  not  in  the  powei^  of  General  Arm- 
strong to  control,  until  the '29kh  of/ September ^ 
and  to  this  moment  I  have  not  learned  that-suck 
official  information  has  been  tbeire  received.  I 
might,  indeed,  have  learned  it,  and  been  ^ble^npw 
to  havd  commiio^cated  to  your  Excellency  the 
measures  on  which  the'  President  nas  decided  in 
jconsequenq'^  of  it,  had  not  the  ixigate,  th^  Els^ex, 
4espatched  bv  him,  been  put  under  quarantine, 
on  her  arrival  at  L'Qrient,  for  the  want  of  a  bill 
of  health,  and  t^e  messenger  thereby  detained 
s'inbe  the  4lb  of  this  month.  I  will  not  undertake 
to  decide  whether  a  bill  of  health  ought,  in  cour- 
tesy, to  be  exacted  of  a  frigate  of  a  friendly  Pow^ 
coming  in  the  trtn/er .  «eaircm  from  apli^ce  not 
knojBvn  to  Jiave  been  lately  afflicted  with  any  ma- 
lignant disease;  but  surely  the  d^lay  which  this^ 
exl^cttojk  pcea$iobs  canirot  be  imputed  ¥>  a  want 
of  due  diligehce  on  the  part  ot  the  American 
Governm^Qt. 

It  is  frotaQ  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the^ppficatio^  of  the 
Berlin  or  Milan  decree,  by  the  director  of  the 
customs  at  Bordeaux  to  the  New  OHeans  Packet, 
will  not  be  approved  by  His  Majesty,.,  but  that 
prompt  an^  efficient  Measures  will  be  ^iken  to 
correct  a  procedure  wbioh,  if  persisted  in,  might^ 
produce  a  state  of  things  whrcti  it  is  the  obvjoiis 
m'terest  of  bbth  natigns  to  avoid.  . 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  be  assured  of  my  most 
dlMinguisbed  consideration. 

JON.  5USSELL, 

To  the  DuK£  OP  Caoqrc. 


[Referred  ^  in  Mr.  RusseU's  letter  of  Dec/.U,  1810.] 
Chri8t0{Aier  Bfejrer  tm  Mr.  ^mtUi,  S^tary  of  Stote. 
-  UwtTfiD  States'  Consulate, 

Bordeaux,  Dec.  Q.l^lO. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Cathalaii's  letter  to>  me,  received  this  morning, 
coneerping  the  recapture  of  the  sct^ooner  Griice 
Anne  Greene,  of  New  York,  Dieiniel  Greene,  mas- 
ter, who  brought  her  into  the  port  of  Marseilles, 
having  two  British  officers  and  seven  sailors  on 
board„  and  they  only  being  six  men  and  two 
bo  Js,'  .    ' 

The  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of  New  Yi>rk 
with  a  cargo  of  provisions  and  three  hundred  bags 
bf  cocoa  on  b6ard,  bound  to  the  MediierraoeaUf 
for  a  market,  went  to  Gibraltar,. and,  after  lying 
there  some  time,  came  to.  this  port  i;there  she  has 
been  sequestered.^.  ^ 

The  schooner  Friendship,  of  and.  from  Baiti-, 
more.  Captain  Snow,  with  a  c|irgo  of  coffee  and 
Campeacliy,  arrived  five  days  a^o  in  this  river. 
Whatever  the  issue  may  be  of  these  two  vessels, 
I  shall  hi^ve  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  it. 

i  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  <fcc..  % 

CHRISTOPHER  MEYER. 

^  To  the  SfiOftCTAnY  op. State,  U.  8. 
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[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Rump's  UmtpiJh^  11,  WO.]  • 
ChriMopher  M«jer  to  Mn^Smilh,  Secretary  of  State. 
United  States'  ConfiULATB, 
Bordeaux^  December  14, 1810. 

Sir  :  AoDexed  is  a  triplicate  of  my^^  respects  to 
yoa  of  the  6th  ibstabt ;  the  bug  Osmin  and  the 
ship  CommQ  jore  Rodgers,  b^'  which  the  original 
and  duplicate  weor, 'having^  not  got  to  sea  y^t. 

The  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of  Ne\«;  York; 
Capuin  Harris,  meiKioaed  in  mrformef  letter, 
has  since  baen  seized  by  the  collector,  and  her 
eaivo  has  been  put  in  ihe  imperial  custom-house. 

The  sdiooner  Friendship,- of  aud  from  Balti^ 
more,  Captain  Snow,  has  been  slequestered. 

Thiols  accompanied  with  an  account  of  eour 
dry  advances  made  for  the  relief  of  distressed  sea- 
men, for  this  port  and  the  port  of  Bayonne,  with 
t#enty-twb  vouchers,  amounting  to  4.934  francs 
29  centimes,  and  for  which  I  have  drawn  on  Jon- 
athan Russell,  Esq.,  our  Uharg^  d^Affaires  at 
Paris. 

Captain  Skiddy,  of  the  schooner  liCafta  t«)}- 
isa,  bound  to  New  York,  )ias  eif  ht  distressed  sea- 
men on  bdard,and  for  whom'l^ave  paid  no  pas- 
sage money,  nor  have  I  laid  .in  provision  for 
them.  . .  ^ 

The  skip  Com m'oc|ore  Rodgers.  CapUin  Shi- 
ler,  from  Bajonne,  bound  to  New  York^  wiH  ckrxy 
home  from  fifty  to  sliiv  seamen  in  tiistress,  and 
for  whom  I  shall  ha ve;tne  honor  to  transmit  you 
a  list  and  ah  accbunt  by  my  next: 

The  duty  on  cocoa  has  been  reduced  from  5 
francs  50  cyentimes  to  2  francsi  75  clentlmes  jw 
pound.  '       . 

The  Essex  frigate  is  arrived  at  L'Orient  from 
the  United  States. 

This  is  accompanied  by  a  file  of  netvspapers, 
and  which  I  shall  hav^  x\i&  honor  to  contHiue  to 
send  whenever  opportunities  .ofi*^. 

i  have  the  honor /to  be,  &tc. 

CHRISTOPHBR  MBYBR. 

Robert  Simtb.  Esq.,,  S^ry  ofOkUu     ^ 

I    o 

CIRCULAR.; 

.  TAEASURY  DcPARTMCnT, 

.        •   NQVtmber  2,  1810. 

Sir  :  You  will  herewith  recenrt  a  copy  o^  the 
proclamation  of  thePresidentof  the  United  Suites, 
announcing  the  revocation  6f  the  edicts.of  France, 
which  violated  theneutral  commeroe  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  y  -and  that  tb^  xestrictioofv  imposed  by 
the  act  of  1st  May  )ast,  accordingly  cease  from 
this'  day  in  relation  to  France,  Freneh  armed; 
vessels  may,  therefore,  be  admitted  into  th^e*  bar-' 
bors  and  waters  of  th6  United  States,  anything 
in  that  lai^  to  the  contrary  notwhhstandihg.  ' 

It  also  follows  that,,  if.  Great  Britain  sb^il  n^t, 
on  the  2d  of  February  next,  have  revoked  or 
modified  in  like  manner  h#r  edicts  violating  the 
neutral  commerce  of!  the  United  States,  the  third,' 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh. 'eighth,  ninth^  tenths 
and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  "Act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  mnd  Great  Qritain  and  France,  and  their 
dependenciet|  and  fcx  other  purposes,^  shall,  in 


coaibrmity  n^iih  the  a«t  6(at  ahiKeneaiiiMHk 
revived'  and  have,  full  force  and  effect,  so  iai 
as  relates  to  Glreat  Britain  and  her  depeodttcies, 
froin  and.aHler  th)&  said  2d  day  of  Febrotrrmt. 
Unless,  therefore,,you  shall  before  that  digr  noi- 
ciaily  notified  by  this  department  of  sath  reroo- 
tion'  or  nkodification,  yon  will,  from  aod  after  tk 
said  day,  carry' into  effect  the  abovemeoti<nri 
s«»ctions,  which  prohibit  both  the  entraace  of Bfii* 
ikK  vessels  oi  ev^rj  description  into  the  harbon 
and  waters  of  the  United  Staites,  and  the  ^Dport^ 
tion  into  the  United  States  of  any  arfielef  tb 
growth,  produce,  or  manu^cture  of  the  domimois, 
cobnies,.  and  dependencies  of  Grei^t  Bchaio,  and 
of  any  aKities  whatever  brought  from  tke  mi 
dominions,  eoloiiies,  and. ilependen^.  ^ 

I  am,  respectCtllly,  sir,  your  obedieat  sermi 
The  CoLLRCTdR  ofihe  BiHrict  <^-^. 

By  the  PremdM  of  the  UmUd  J^tateiofAmna. 

A  PnOOLAliATlON. 

Whereas^  by  the  feqrth  Vectioa  Of  the  ie(  tf 
Cooffre^,  passed  op  th«  1st  day  of  May,  18f(^  en- 
titled  ^JVn  act  concerning  the  comm^ial  later- 
eonr^  between  the  United  States  aniit  QreitBri- 
'tain  and  Frantse,  and  their  dependeopies,  and  for 
other  purposes.''^  it  is  provided  ^  thai,  in^itiitha 
Great  Britain  or4''rance  shall,  before  die3ddajr 
of  March  next;  so  revoke  or  .modify  heredieuu 
that  they  sfatall  cieaae  to, violate  the  netitral com- 
^  metce  of  the  United'  States,  which  fact  the  Pre- 
sident of  ti^e  Ubited  States  shall  d^larebf  proc- 
lamation ;  and  if  t(ie  other  nation  8haliD0t,wita- 
ia  three  months  thereafterj  sb  tetioke  or  modin^ 
her-edicts.  ih'like  inaaneir^  then  the  diird,  foarth, 
fifth,  sixth  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  Moth,  tad 
eighteenth  sections  ^f  the  act  entitled  ^AaaetR) 
interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  bet veeo  t&e 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  an4  France, and 
thiir  dependencies,  and  for  other  P^V^^- 
from  and  after  the  expiration  ot  three  months 
from  the  dafe  of  the  proclamation  iforettjd,De 
revived  and  have  fulf  force  and  eflfecLwItra! 
relates  to  the.dominionfi,  colonies,  and  d^pehdea- 
cies,  and  to  the  articles  ihe  growth,  produce, « 
<mRinifacture  of  the  dooMniotts,  colonies,  tadde- 
pendeneies  of  the  nktion  thus  refusing  or  nepeet- 
mg  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  b  the  laaiwr 
aforesaid.,  And  the  reatrictiona  fmposedkfP 
act  shall,  from  tl^e  date  of  such  prociM»o<w, 
cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  t^^T*!!^ 
tion  revoking  or  modifying  her  decreei «  «* 

manlier  aforesaid:"  '  ^^ 

.    And  whereasjt  has  been  ofteiiyy  made  kiojw 

to  tnis  Government  that  the  edicts  o^^Jj^S^ 
lacing  the  neutral  com tnerce  of  theUniWa^ 
have  been  so  revoked  as  to  cease  ^o'^^J^T 
onthe  1st  of  the  present  month  t  Nov,  w«5*"7 
I,  James  Madison,  Pre;5identof  the  United  Sw^ 
dohereby  proclaim  that  the  said  edicts  ofiwj^ 
hav(c  been  so  revoked  ^s  that  they  ceairfott*^ 
said  1st  day  of  the  present  month  to  v«*»*r: 
neutral  comnaeree  of  the  UnitedState^j  tod  w 
from  the  ^ate  of  these  presents,  all  tl^ereslricwn' 
imposed  by  the  atforesaid  act  ebaH  caase  tad  or 
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diseofttfniied  in  relation  to  Fnnce  «nd  their  de- 
pendencies. 

In  testimony  whereofl  I  have  eansed  the  seal  of 
the -United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
signed  the  same  with  mjr  hand,  al  the  City  of 
Washington,  this  second  day  of  Norember,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  thitty-fifth. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Vice  Cnocul  at  Bordeaux  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

UnITSD  STAtBS'  CONSULATB,  .. 

BosDBAux,  Becember  31, 1810. 
Sib:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  the 
14th  instant  by  this  opportuQity,  (the  schooAer 
Maria  Louisa,  CaptainSkiddy,)  and  I  have  now 
to  enclose  a  newspaper  of  yesterday,  containing 
two  letters  from  the  French  Minister  of  Juistice 
to  the  President  of  the  Tribunal  of  Prizes,  and 
from  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  Collector 
General  of  all  the  customs  in  France,  concerning 
American  na-vigation.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 
CH.  MEYER, 
Ftce  Ckmeul  of  the  United  Statee. 

[Referred  to  in^tha  preceding  letter  of  Mr.  MeyerJ 
Paris,  December  36L  dSlO. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Grand 

Judge,  Minieler  of  Jnstioe,^V>  the  CoonseUor  of 

State,  Preadent  of  the  Coonca  of  Prises. 

Paris.  Ojficember  85, 1810.    ' 

Mr.  PREaiDBjiT :  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, by  order  of  His  Majestv  thp  Bmperor 
and  Ktn^  addressed  on  the  5th  or  August  last  to 
the  Plenipotentiarjr  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica a  note  containing  the  following  words: 

**  I  am  authorized  t^  declare  to  you  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked^  and 
that  after  the  Ist  of  November  they  will-cease  to 
have  effect ;  it  being  well  understood  that^  in  con- 
sequence of  this  declaration,  the  English  will 
revoke  their  Orders  in  Council  and  renounce  the 
new  principles  of  bloickade  which  they^  wished  to 
establish ;  or  that  the  United  States,  in  conformitv 
to  the  act  you  have  just  ccmimunicated,  will 
cause  their  rights  to  t>e  respected  by  the  Eng- 

lish.'V 

In  consequence  of  the  communication  of  this 
note,  the  Pr^tdent  of  the  United  States  issqed, 
on  tne  2d  of  November,  a  proclamation  to  an- 
notince  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  and  declared  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of 
the  1st  of  May  must  cease  with  respect  to  France 
and  her  dependencies.  On  the  same  day  the 
Treasury  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  all 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States, 
which  enjoins  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  ves- 
sels; prescribes  to  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
.  P^ruary  next,  to  English  vessels  of  every  de- 
11th  Con.  3d  Ssss.— 40 


scription,  and^o  productions  arising  from  the 
soil  and  industry  of  the  commerce  of  England 
and  her  dependencies,  the  law  which  prohibits 
all  commercial  relations,  if  at  that  period  the  re- 
vocation of  the  English  X)rders  in  Council,  and 
of  all  the  acts  violating  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States,  should  not  be  announced  by  the 
Treasury  Department. 

In  consequence  of  this  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  Qovernment  of  the  .United  States,  to 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected.  His  Majesty 
orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be  pending  in 
the  Council  of  Prizes  of  captures  of  Americai^ 
vessels,  inade  after  the  1st  of  November,  and 
those  that  may  in  future  be  brought  before  it 
shall  not  be  judged  according  to  the  principles  oi 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  that  they 
shall  remain  suspended ;  the  vessels  captured  or 
seized  to  remain  only  in  a  state  of  sequestration, 
and  the  rights  of  the  proprietors'  being  reservea 
for  them  until  the  2d  of  l^ebruary  next,  the 
period  at  which  the  United  States  having  ful- 
filled the  engagement  to  cause  their  riffhts  to  be 
respected,  the  said  captures  shall  be  declared  ouU 
by  the  Council,  and  the  American  vessels  restored, 
together  with  their  cargoes,  to  their  proprietors. 

Receive,  Mr.  President,  the  new  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

THE  DUKE  OF  MASSA. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Ahe  Minister  of.  Finance  to  the 
Count  of  Sossy,  Counsellor  of  State,  Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  Customs. 

December  25, 1610. 

On  the  5th  of  last  August,  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relattoqs  wrote  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
revoked,  and  that  after  the  first  of  November 
they  would  cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  well 
UBderstood  that,  in  consequence  of  this  declara- 
tion, the  English  wodld  revoke  their  Orders  in 
Council,  and  renounce  the  new  principles  of 
blockade  which  they  wished  to  establish;  or  that 
the  United  States,  in  Conformity  to  the  act  com- 
municated, should  cause  their  rights  to  be  re- 
spected by  the  Eo|li$h. 

On  the  communication  of  this  note,  ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ui^ed  Stat^  issued,  on  the  2d  of 
November,  a  proclamation  Vhich  announces  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  after' 
1st  of  November;  and  which  declares  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed 
b]r  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1809,  should  cease 
with  respect  to  France  and  her  dependencies. 

The  same  day  the  Treasury  Department  ad- 
dressed 10  the  collectors  of  the  customs  a  circular, 
wl^ich  directs  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  ves- 
sels, and  enjoins  it  on  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d 
of  February  next,  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May,  1809, 
prohibiting  all  commercial  relation  to  JBSnglish 
vessels  of  every  description,  as  well  as  to  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  industry,  or  commerce  of  Eng- 
land and  her  dependencies.  . 
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His  Majesty  haying  seen,  in  these  two  pieces, 
the  enunciation  of  the  measures  which  the  Ame- 
ricans purpose  taking  on  the  2d.  of  Fehruary  next, 
to  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  has  ordered 
me  to  inform  you  that  the  Benin'and  Milan  de- 
crees must  not  be  applied  ta  any  American  ves- 
sels that  have  entered  our  ports  since  the  1st  of 
November,  or  may  enter  in  future ;  and  that  thos^ 
which  huve  been  sequester;^,  Its  beins;  incontra- 
travention  of  these  decrees,  must  be  the  object  of 
ft  special  report. 

On  the  ^d  of  February  I  shall  acquaint  you' 
with  the  intentions  qf  the  EmperOr  with  regard 
to  the  definitive  measures  to  be  tak^n  for  distin- 

Fiishing  and  favoring  the  Anierican  navigation, 
have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 
The  Minister  of  Finance, 

THE  DUKE  OF  GAETE. 


SPAIN— FLORIDA. 

Communicated  to  Congress  by  the  public  Message  of 

December  5,  1810,  and  the  confidential  Message  of 

January  3,  1811. 

Washinqton,  January  3,  1811. 
To  tie  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaentativee  of  tne  United  Slates : 

I  communicate  to  Congress,  in  confidence^  a 
letter  of  the  2d  December  from  GoviernorFolch. 
of  West  Florida,  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  and 
another  of  the  same  date,  from  the  same,  to  John 
McK^. 

I  commuoica.te  in  like  manner  a  letter  from 
the  British  Charge  d'AJOKiires  to'tl^e  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter.  Although 
Ike  letter  cannot  have  been  written  in  conse- 
quence of  ahy  instruction  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, founded^ op  a  late  order  for  taking  pos- 
■eesion  of  the  portion  of  West  Florida  well  known 
10  be  claimed  by  the  United  States;  although  no 
communication  has  ever  been  mad^  by  that  Gov- 
ernment to  this  of  any  stipulation  with  3paiOi 
contemplating  an  interposition  which  migntso 
aiaterially  a0ect  the  Umted  States;  and  although 
no  call  can  have  been  made  by  Spain  in  the  preji- 
ent  instance  for  the  fulfilment  of  any  such  sub- 
aistiflg  engagement,  yet  the  spirit  and  scope  of, 
the  ^comcnt,  with  the  accredited  source  from 
'which  it  proceeds,  required,  that  it  should  not  be 
withheld  from  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  these  several 
communications,  the  posture  of  things  with  which 
they  are  connected,  the  intimate  relation  of  the 
country  adjoining  the  United  States  eastward  of 
the  river  Perdido  to  their  security  and  tranqnil- 
litjT)  and  the  peculiar  inter^tHjiev  otherwise  have 
in  its  destiny,  I  recommend  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  the  seasonableness  of  a  declaration 
that  the  United  States  could  not  see,  without  seri- 
ous inquietude,  any  part  of  a  neighboring  territo- 
ry, in  which  they  have  in  different  respects  so 
deep  and  so  just  a  concern,  pass  from  the  hands 
of  Spain  into  those  of  any  other  foreign  Power. 


I  recommend  to  their  consideration  aUo  tke  ex- 
pediency of  authorizioff  the  Executive  to  tmke 
temporary  possession  of. any  part  or  paru  of  the 
said  territory,  in  pursuance  of  amuiffeBeDU 
which  may  l^- desired  by  the  Spanish  aathoriiieaL 
and  for  making  provision  for  .the  govenuneni  ot 
the  same  during  such  possession. 

The  wisdom  of  Congire^  will,  at  the  same  tune, 
determine  how  far  it  may  be  expedimt  to  fxrovidk 
for  the  event  of  a  subversion  of  the  Speoishao- 
thorities  within  the  territory  in  qoeslioni  aod  aa 
apprehended  occupancy  thereof  by  any  other  for- 
eign Power. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Holmes,  of  the  Ifik 
sissippi  Tenitory,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Oct  OBER  17^  1810. 
The  enclosed  letter  1  have  been  requested  ta 
transmit  to  you. 

/      • 
[Encfosed  in  Gov.  Hohnes^s  letter  of  October  17»  ISIli] 

The  President  of  the  Cdnveotion  of  Florida  to  tfas 
Secretary  of  State. 

Batoj«  Ro^QB,  October  10,  ISIO. 

Sir  :  The  Convention  of  the  State  of  FhridA 
have  already  transmitted  an  official  copy  of  their 
act  of  independence,  through  His  Exedlency 
Governor  Holmes,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  ^oompanied  with  the  ^pressioa  of  their 
hope  and  desire  that  this  Conunonwealth  may  be 
immedialely  acknowledged  and-proteeted  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  American  tJnion.  On  a  sabieet  so  in- 
teresting .tq  the  community  represented  by  as,  it 
is  necessarY  that  we  should  have  the  most  direct 
and  uneauivocal  assurances  of  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  American  Governpieat  withoot  de- 
lay, since  our  weak  apd  unprotected  situatioa  will 
ol^iige  us  to  look  to  some  foreign  GKivemBieat  for 
support,  should  it  be  refused  to  us  by  the  couatry 
which  we  have  considered  as  our  parent  State. 

We  therefore  make  this  direct  appeal  throng 
you  to  the  Pcesideirt  and  General  Goveraaeat  of 
the  Ainerican  States,  to  solicit  that  imiaedialf 
fMrotectioa  to  .which  we.  consider  oarseives  eati- 
tled;  and,  to  obtain  a  speedy  and  fa  vorahJe  deci- 
sion, We  offer  the  following  considerations:  lat, 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  in  their 
instructions  to  the  Envoys  Extraordiiuury  at  Paris 
in  March,  1806,  authorized  the  paichase  of  Bast 
Florida,  directing  them  at  the  same  time  to  en- 
gage France  to  intercede  with  the  Cabiaet  of 
Spain  to  relinquish  any  claim  to  the  teritiory 
which  now  forms  this  Commonwealth.  2d^  in 
all  diplomatic  correspondence,  with  Amaiicaa 
Ministers  abroad,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  spoken  of  West  Florida  as  a-|mit  of 
the  Louisiana  cession.  They  have  legiafaued  ior 
the  country  as  a  part  of  th?ir  own  territory,  and 
have  deferred  to  take  possession  of  it,  in  expecta- 
tion that  Spain  might  be  induced  to  relia^iiish 
her  claim  by  amicable  nesotiatioB.  3d,  The 
American  Government  has  luready  refoaed  to  ae- 
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credic  aor  MkilBier  /rom  the  Spattkh  Junta, 
which  Wy  was  certainlv  more  legally  organized 
B8  rhe  representative  of  cne  sovereignity,  than  that 
DOW  called  the  Regency  of  Spain.  Therefore,  the 
United  States  cannot  hot  regard  any  fotcf  or 
authority  emanating  from  them,  with,  an  inten- 
tion to  subjugate  us,  as  they  would  an  invasion  of 
their  territory  by  a  foreign  enemy.  4th,  The 
Elmperor  of  Franqehas  invited  SpaQish  Ameri- 
cans to  declare  their  independence  rather  than  re-* 
main  in  subjection  to  the  old  Spanish  Gov^rn-^ 
ment :  therefore,  an  acknowledgment  of  our  inde« 
pendence  by  the  United  States,  could  not  be  com- 
plained of  by  France,  or  Involve  the  American. 
Government  in  any  contest  with  that  P6wer. 
5thj  Neither  can  it  afford  finy  just  cause^of  com- 
plamt  to  Great  Britain,  alt^iough  dhe  be  the  ally 
of  Spain,  that  the  United  States  should  acknowl- 
edge and  6upp3rt  our  independence,  as  this  mea^ 
sure  was  necessary  to  save  the  cojintry  from  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  Fren^sh  eliles  fropi  the 
island  of  Cuba,  and  other  partisans  of  Bonaparte, 
who  are  the  eternal  enemies  of  Grei^t  Britain. 

Should  t)ie  United  States  be  induced  by  these, 
or  any  other  considerations,  to  acknowledge  our 
claim  to  their  protection  as,  an  integral  part  of 
their  territory,  ot  otherwise,  we  feel  it  our  duty 
to  claim,  for  our  constituents,  an  immediate  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  at  an  independent  StMe. 
or  as  a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  with  per-- 
mission  to  establish  our  own  fprm  of  Government, 
or  to  he  united  with  one  of  the  neighboring  Terri- 
tories, or  a  part  of  one  of  them,,  in  such  manner 
as  to  form  a  State.  Should  it  be  thoui^ht  proper 
to  annex  us  to  one  of  the  Deighborinfc  Territories, 
or  a  part  of  one  of  them,  the  inhabitanu  of^  this 
Comraou^realth  would  prefer  being  annexed  to 
the  island  of  Orleans ;  and  in  the  meanwhile,  un- 
til a  State  Government  should  be  established,  thfit 
they  should  |>e  governed  by  theordinances  alrea- 
dy enacted  by  this  Convention,  and  by  their  far- 
ther regulations  hereait^r. 

The  claim  which  we  have  to  the  soil  or  unlo* 
cated  lands  ,wUhin  this  Commonwealth  will  not, 
it  is  presumed,  be  contested  by  the  United  Statiesi 
as  they  have  tacitly  acquiesced  in  •  the  claim  of 
France  or  Spain  for  seven  years,  and  the  restric- 
tions of  the  several  embargo  and  flon-intercourse 
laws  might  fairly  be  construed,  if  not  as  a  lelin- 
quishment  of  their  claim,  yet  at  least  sufficient,  to 
entitle  the  people;  of  this  Commonwealth  (who 
have  wrested  the  Government  and  country  from 
Spain  at  the  risk  of.  their  lives  and  fortunes)  to 
all  the  unlocated  lands.,  It  will  strike  the  Ame- 
rican Government  that  the  moneys  arising  from 
the  sales  of  these  lands,  applied  as  they  will  be  to 
improving  the  internal  communications  of  the 
country,  opening  canals,  Ac.  will,  in  (hot,  be  add- 
ing to  the  prosperity  and  streacth  of  the  Federal 
Union.  To  fulnl  with  sood  faitb  our  promises  and 
engagemenU  to  the  inbabiunts  of  this  country,  it 
will  oe  our  duty  to  stipulate  for  an  uoquahned 
pardon  for  all  deserters  now  residing  within  this 
Commonwealth,  together  with  an  exemption  from 
further  service  in  the  »rmy  or  navy  of  the  United 
Sutes, ' 


A  loan  of  tlOO,tK)0  is  solicited  of  the  Ameriean 
Government,  to  be  reimbursed  at  three,  six,  awl 
nine  years,  from  the  sales  of  public  lands.  This 
loan  may  be  made  b^  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury immediately,  without  committing  the  Got*> 
ernment^  or  making  it  known  to  foreign  Ministers 
at  Washington. 

In.  order  not  to  embairass  the  Cabinet  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  receive  first  through  their 
0W&  confidential  as[ents  their  wishes  and  views 
with,  respect  to  us,  it  is  deemed  prudent  to  defer 
the  departure  of  our  Envoy  already  named,  who 
will  be  despatched  immediately  on  receiving  in» 
formation  that  such  a  measure  will  meet  the  ap% 
probation  of  the  United  Btaies. 

We  pray  vou  to  accept  the  assurances  of  our 
respect  and  high  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Convention : 

JOHN  REIEA,  PretidenL 

To  the  Honorable  Robb«t  Smita,  SecreUwy 
of^taUfor  the  United  Sta^, 

[TranRnitted  with  the  letter  of  Governor  ^olmes  to 
theSsoetary  of  State,  of  October  17,  1810.] 

The  Qonyentioa  of  Florida  to  Hb  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  th?  MissiMippi  Territory. 
Baton  Rougb,  S^^Umber  26, 1810. 

Sir  :  We,  the  delegates  or  the  people  of  this 
State,,  have  the  iionor  to  enclose  to  yoi|  an  official 
copy  of  their  act  of  independence,  requesting  that 
it  mav  be  forthwith  transmitted  by  you  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  expres- 
sion of  their  most  confident  and  ardent  hope  that 
it  may  accord  with  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
as  it  does  with  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the 
people  of.  the  United  Sutes,  to  take  the  present 
Grovernment  and  people  of  this  State  under  their 
immediate  and  speciil ,  protection,  as  an  integral 
and  inalienable  portion  of  the  United  States. 

The  Convention  and  their  constituenu  of  Flo* 
rida  rest  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  the  blood 
which  flows  iu  their  veint  will  xemind  the  Gov 
ernment  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
they  are^their  children  ;  .that  they  have  been  ao- 
knowledged  as  such  by  the  most  solemn  acts  of 
the  Congress  of  theXJnited  Su^es  (and  that,  so 
long  as  mdependenoe  ai^d  the  rights  of  man  shall 
be  maintained  and  cherished  by  the  American 
Union,  the  good  people  «f  this  State  cannot^  oc 
will  not,  be  abandoned. or  exposed  to  the  invasion^ 
violence,  or  force  of  any  foreign  or  domestie  foe. 

The  Convention  be^  yoo-to  receive  for  yoor- 
self^  sir,  and  to  assure  the  President  of  their  high 
respect  and  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

JOHN  RHEA,  Preeident. 

[TraBsmitted  with  Ae  letter  of  Qoremor  Holmes  to 

the  Secretary  of  Bute,  of  October  17,  1810.] 
By  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  West  Ho- 
ma,  in  Convention  assembled: 
A  Dbclabation. 
It  is  known  to  the  world  with  how  much  fidel- 
ity the  good  people  of  this  Territory  have  profess- 
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•d  aad  maintained  allegiiince  to  their  lefitimate 
SoTereign,  while  any  bope  f emained  of  reeeiving 
from  him  protection  for  their  propeirtyr  and  lirea. 

Without  making  any  unnecessary  innovation  in 
Ihe  established  principles  of  the  Qoyemment,  we 
juA  voluntarily  adppted  certain  regalations,  in 
concert  with  our  First  Magistrate,  for  the  express 
imrpose  of  preserving  this  T^mtory,and  showing 
cmr  attachment  to  tbre  Gkivernoient  which  had 
heretofore  protected  us.  This  compact,  which 
wa3  entered  into  with  good  faith  on  our  part,  Will 
forever  remain  an  honorable  testimony  of  our  up- 
right inteiitions-and  inviolable  fidelity  to  our  King 
mod  parent  country,  while  so  mudfa  as«  shadow 
of  legitimate  authority  remained  to.be  ezeffcised 
over  OS.  We  sought  only  a  'speedy  remedy  for 
auch  evils  as  seemed  to  endanger  our  exlsteaee 
and  prosperity,  and  were  encouraged  by  our  Qov- 
eroor  with  solemn  promises  of  assistance  a^nd  co- 
operation. But  those  measures- which  were  in- 
tended for  our  preservation  he  has  endeavored  to 
pervert  into  ^n  engine  of  desiructfon,  by  encouN 
Mpng,  in  the  most  .perfidipus  mlmner.  the  viola- 
tion of  Ordinances  sanctioned  and  established  by 
himself  as  the  law  of  the  land. 

Being  thus  left  without  any  hope  of  protection 
from  the  mother  <iountry,  betrayed  by  a  Magis- 
trate whose  duty  it  was  to  hayejirovided  for  the 
aafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment committed  to  his  charge,  and  exposed  to  all 
the  evils  of  a  sute  of  anarchy,  which  we  have  so 
long  endeavored  to  avert,  it  becomes. our  duty  to 
provide  for  our  ow»  security,  as  a  free  and  inde- 
pendebt  State,  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  a 
OoverHment  which  no  longer  protects  up. 

We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  aforesaid, 
appealing  to  the  Supreme  Riiler  of  the  world  for 
the  rectitude  of  ouf  intetitions.do  solemnly  pub- 
lish and  declare  the  seyeral  districts,  composing 
this  Territory  of  West  .Florida  to  be  a  free  a/nd 
mdfpendent  State;  and  that  they  have  a'right  to 
Institute,  for  themselves,  such  form  of  Gqvem- 
ment  as  they  may  think  conducive  to  their  safety 
mad  happiness ;  to  form  treaties ;  to  esiablish  com- 
merce ;  to  provide  for  their  common  defence';  and 
to  do  all  acts  which  may,  of  right,  be  done  by  a 
aovereign  and  indepencfent  nation ;  at  the  same 
time  declaring  all  acts,  within  the  said  Territory 
of  West  Florida,  ai^er  this  date,  by  any  tribunal 
or  authorities  not  deriving  their  powers  from  the 
people,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  established  by 
this  Convention,  to  be  null  and  void ;  a^d  calling 
upon  all  foreign  nations  to  I'espect  this  our  decla- 
ration, acknowledging  our  independence,  and  giv- 
ing us  suph  aid  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
laws  and  usages  pf  nations. 

This  Declaration,  made  in  Conventioti,  at  the 
town  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  we,  the  Representatives, 
in  the  name  aforesaid,  and  on  behalf  of  our  con- 
stituents, do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to 
support  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 
By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

JOHN  RHEA,  Pre^t. 
ANDREW  STEELE,  Sec^ry. 


The  Seeietaxy  of  State  to  Governor  CkibofM. 

DaPARTMEMT  OP  StaTI, 

Ocfo6er27,mO. 

'  Sir  :  From  the  enclosed  proclamatioD  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  yon  will  perceire 
bis  determination  to  take  possession  of  the  Terri- 
tory therein  specific,  in.  the  name  and  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,,  the ,  considerations  which 
have  constrained  him  to  resort  to  this  necessary 
measure^  and  his  direction  that  yon,  is  Qoreraor 
of  the  Orleans  Territory,  shall  execottf  the  nme. 
Of  this  proclamation,  upon  your  arrival  at  Nat- 
chez, you  will,  without  delay,  caute  tobenrioted 
asmany  copies,  in  the  English,  French,  tod  Spaa- 
ish  languages,  as  tnay  be  deemed  necesstrj,  aod 
^ou  will  cause  the.  same  to  be  exteDsiveljr  circa- 
lated  throughout  the  said  Territory. 

You  will  immediately  proceed,  bjr  the  nearest 
and  best  route,  to  the  town  of  Washington,  in  the 
Misiiissippi  TecrHory.  From  the  SecreUry  at 
War  you  will  receive  an  order  to  the  officers  con- 
manding  the  several  frontier  po«ts  to  tffonl  toi 
such  assistance  in  jiMtssipg  the  wilderness,  aodn 
descending  the  Western  waters,  as  yon  may  re 
quire ;  and,  ad  despatch  is  very  desirable,  yooiie 
aiuhorized,  in  case  your  horses  should  fail,  top 
cure  others  at  the  public  expense.  After  hafiaf 
made,  at  Washington,  the  necessary  arttogeoiflitt 
with  6k)vemor  .Holmes  and  with  the  comoiand- 
ing  officer  of  the  regular  troops,  you  wiIl,wiihont 
delay,  proceed  into  the  said  Territory,  and,iaTl^ 
tue  of  the  President's  proclamation,  J^Mj^ 
sion  of  the  samej'  in.  the  .name  and  in  beMJi  of 
the  United  States.     - 

As  thetlistrict,  the  possession  of  which  joa  are 
directed  to  take,  is  to  be  considered  as  makiflgprt 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  you  wHl,  after  ttb"« 
possession,  lose  jio  time  in  proceeding  to  orjaniie 
the  milkia;  to  prescribe  the  bounds  of  [«n«»» 
to  establish  parish  courts;  and.  finally, Jo  do 
whatever  youir  legal  powers  applicable  to (Aeetie 
will  warrant,  and  may  be  calculated  to  maintain 
order;  to  secure  to  the  inbabitants  ^^^P^, 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  J^gioii 
and  to  place  them,  a»  far  as  may  be,  on  ttee  sane 
footing  with  the  inhabiUnts  of  the  other  distneo 
under  your  authority.  As  far  as  yonr  p^ 
may  be  inadequate  to'thn^  and  other  otHtf  re- 
quisite objects,  the  I^egishiture  of  Orleans  JiJ«" 
it  is  understood  will  sooi^  be  in  »««*<^"j  J?  Z! 
an  opportunity  of  making  further  pro^iaow  iw 
them,  more  especiaily  for  gifi^g,  bjr  »\"*J^ 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Territoty,ajasi»wre« 
the  representation  in  the  General  Assemwijj^ 
being  desirable  thlit  the  interval  of  tbis  pnn^i«B 
should  not  be  prolonged  beyond  the  nntf «»»• 
n^essity  of  the  case.  -  .     ^ 

If,  contrary  to  expectation,  the  occ^"^,!^ 
this  Territory  on  the  part  of  the  United  «»^. 
should  be  opposed  by  force,  thecommandi^Ty 
cer  of  the  regular  troops  on  the  MjwiwPP*  r. 
have  orders  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  tww 
you,  upon  your  application,  the  rcquiat««»"» 
should  inn  additional  force  be  deemed  n«^®^^ 
you  will  draw  from  the  Orleans  Temtogr,  ij^"^ 

Governor  Holmes  from  the  Misaisaipp  Teiriwri 
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militia  in  such  nnmberar  and  in  soeh  {Proportions 
from  your  respective  territories,  as  you  and  C^r* 
eroor  Holines  may  deem  proper.  Should)  how- 
erer,  any  particular  place,  however  small',  remain 
in  possesion  of  a  Spanish  force,  you  will  not  pro- 
ceed to  eo)  ploy  force  against  it,  but  you  will  mak^ 
immediate  report  thereof  to  this  Department. 

You  will  jivail  yourself  of  the  first  favorable 
opportunities  that  may  occur  to  transmit  to  the 
several  Governors  of  the  Spanish  provinces  in 
the  neighborhood  copies  of^he  PresioentV  procla- 
maiioQ,  with  accompanying  letters  of  a  concilia- 
tory tendency. 

.  Tb  d^friiy  any  reasonable  expenditure  which 
may  necesskrily  attend  the  execution  of  these  in- 
structions, the  President  authcTrizes  you,  having 
due  regard  to  c^coaoby;  to  draw  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding, in  any  event,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

From  the  confidence  whiclLthe  President  justly 
has  in  your  jadement  and  discretion,  h^e  is  p^r- 
<uaded  that,  in  the  execution  of  this  trust,  as  deU 
jcate  as  it  is' important,  your  deportment  >iil  be 
temperate  and  copoiliatorjr.  Sueh  aline  of  con- 
duet  towards' the  inhabitants  is  prescribed  as  well 
by  policy  as  by  justice;  .  u 

You  wilt;  it  is  expected,  be'Ailly  sensible  of  the 
neeeatiity  not  only  of  communicating  every  im- 
portant event,  that  may  oeeuf  in  the  progress  of 
Ibis  business,  btit  of  transmitting  a  lettef,  what- 
ever may  be  its  <^ontent8^  by  every  mnil  to  this 
city*    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^.    * 

W.  C.  C.  Claibornb,  £sq.  *&o. 

[keferred  to  in  the  priDceding  letter.]  . 
Bi^  the  Pretident  of  the  Vmted  Statu  of  Amenta. 

"        A  PBOCI^HATION. 

Whereas  the  territorv  south  of  the  Mtteissippi 
Territory  and  eastward  of  the  rirer  Mississippi, 
and  extending  to  the  river  Ferdido,  of  which  pos- 
aesstoo  was  not  delivered  to  the  United  Stages  in 
purauaace  of  the  treaty  eooiiskided  at  Paris  on  the 
kOih  of  April,  1803,  has,  a|  all  times,  as  is  well 
known,  been  considered  and  claimed  by  them, 
as  being  within  the  colony  of  Louisiana  conveyed 
by  ibe  said  treaty,  in  the  same  extent  that  it  had 
in  the  hands  ot  Spaiii,  and  -that  it  had  when 
France  originally  possessed  it; 

And  whereas  the  ae(^uiescenee  of  the  United 
Btaies  in  the  temporary  coi^tinuance  of  the  said 
Territory  under  the  Spanish  iiuthority  was  not 
the  result  of  any  distrust  of  their  title,  as  has  been 
partieulnrly  evinced  by  the  general  tenor  of  their 
laws,  and  by  the  di^oetion  made  in  the  applica- 
tion of  those  hiws  between  that  Territory  and 
forei^  countries,  but  was  occasioned  by  their 
coneiliatory  vieWs,  and  by  a  confidence  in  thfe 
jnsiice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the-success  of  candid 
discQsston  and  amicable  negotiation  with  a  Just 
and  friendly  Power; 

And  whereas  a  satisfactory  adjustment,  too 
lottg  debyed,  without  the  fault  of  the  Un>ted 
States,  has  for  some  time  been  entirely  suspended 
by  erents  over  which  they  h^d  no  control ;  and 
whereas  a  crisis  has  at  length  arrived  subversive 
cf  the  tttdar  of  things  andar  the  Spanish  authori* 


ties,  whereby  a  failure  of  the  United  States  to 
take  the  said  Territory  into  its  poss&tsion  may 
lead  to  events  ultimately  contravening  the  views 
of  -both  parties,  whilst,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
tranquillity  and  security  of  our  adjoining  Terri- 
tories are  endangered,  and  new  faeili^es  given  to 
violators  of  our  revenue  and  commercial  laws, 
and  of  those  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves: 
Considering,  moi^eover,  that  under  these  pecu- 
liar and  Imperative  circumstances,  a  forbearance 
on  the  part  of  the  United,  States  to  occupy  the 
Territonr  in  question,  and  thereby  guard  against 
the  confusions  and  ^contingencies  which  threaten 
it,  might  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  their 
title,  or  an  insensibility. to  the  impcrrtance  of  the 
stake:  Consid^riiig  that  ii|  the'hands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sitate^  it  will  not  cease  to  be  a  subjject  of  fair 
and  friendly  negotiation  and  adjustment:  Con- 
sidering, finally;,  that  the  acts  of  Congress,  though 
contemplajting  a  present  possession  by  .a  foreign 
authority,  have  contemplated  also  an  eventual 
possession  of  the  said  Territory  by  the  Utfited. 
States,  ^^  are  accordingly  so  framed  as,  in  that 
^se,  to  extend  in  their  operation  to'the^me: 

Now  be  it  knowd,  that '  I,  James  Madison, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  pur- 
suance of  these  weighty^  nd  Urgent  considerations, 
have  deAned  it  right  and  remiisire  that  posses- 
sion should  be  taken  of  the  sard  Territory,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  theUnited  Staves.  William 
C.  C.  Claiborne,  Governor  of  the  Orleaios  Terri* 
tory,  of  which  the  said  Territoi^y  is  to  be  Uiken 
as'part,  will  accordingly  proceed  to  execute  the 
same,  aad  to  exerciste  over  the  Md  Territory  the 
authoritiesand  functions  l^galfy  appertaining  to 
hie  office.  And  the  good  people  inhabiting  the 
same  are  iaVited  and  enjoined  to  pay  due  respect 
to  him  in  that  character,  to.b^  obedient  Xo  the 
iliws,  to  maintain  order,  to  cherish  harmony,  and 
i^  every  manner  to  ^conduct  themsdlves  as  peace- 
able citizens,  under  fblf  assurance  that  their  wilt 
be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  thefir  liberty, 
pr<n)erty,  and  r^igion. 

In  .testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  a|lxed,  and 
signed  the  same  with  oiy  hand. 
Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1810,  and  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  said 
'United  States.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 
R.  Sm rra.  Secretary  of  State. 


Miw  toilh  ta  Qovamor  Holmes. 

Department  oe  State,  Nov.  15^  1810. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th 
of  October,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention of  West  Florida.  To  re|Jress  the  un- 
reasonable expectation?  therein  indicated  iH  re- 
lation to  the  vacant  land  in  .that  Territory,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  lose  no  |ime  in  communicating 
to  you  and  to  Got ernor  Claiborne  the  sentimentt 
of  the  President  oq  the  subject. 

The  riffbt  of  the  United  States  to  the  Territory 
of  West  Florida,  as  far  u  the  ri/er  Pe/^^i^rai 
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fairly  acquired  by  purchase^  and  ban  beeli  formally 
zatined  by  treaty.  Tbe  delivery  of  posaessioD 
bas,  indeed,  be^n  deferred,  and  tbe  procrastination 
bas  been  beretofore  acquiesced  in  by  tbis  Gtovem- 
ment,  frpro  a  bope,  patiently  indulged,  tbat  ami' 
cable  negotiation  woiild  accomplisb  tbe  equitable 
purpose  of  tbe  United  S^tes.  But  tbis  delay, 
.wbicb  proceeded  only  from  tbe  forbearapce  of 
tbe  United  States  to  ebforce  a  legitimate  and' 
well  known  claim,-  could  not  impair  tbe  le^alify 
of  tbeir  title;  ndr  could  any  cbange'iti  tbe  inter- 
nal state  of  tbinffs^  without  tbeir  sanction,  bow- 
soever  brougbt  about,  vary  tbeir  rigbt.  It  remains, 
of  course,  as  perfect  as  it  was  beiorje  the  interpo* 
sitioja  of  tbe  Convention.  And  iche  people  of 
West  Florida  must  not  for  a«  moment  be  mi^^Kl 
by  tbe  expectation  that  the  United  Slates  will  sur- 
render, for  tbeir  exclusive  benefit,  wbai  bad  been 
purchased  with  the  treasure  and, for  tbe  benefit 
of  tbe  whole.  The  vacant  land  6f  this  Territo* 
ly,  thrown  into  cotnmon  8tQ<^  with  all  tbe  other 
vacant  land  of  the  Union,  will  be  a  property  in 
common,  for  the  national  uses  of  all  tbe  •|peicq[>le 
of  tbe  United  States.  Tbe  communit3r'bf  inter- 
ests upon  which  this  Government  invariably  acts. 
tbe  liberal,  policy  which  it  has  uniformly  diplayea 
towards  the  people  ^f  the  Territories,  (a  part  of 
which  policy,  bas  ever  been  a  just  re^xA  to  hon- 
^t  settlers,}  wilK  nevestbeless,  be  a  sofficiMt 
pledge  to  the  inhabiunts  of  West  Florida  for  tha 
eady  and  continued  attention  of  tbe  Federal  Le* 
gislature  to  their  situation  and  their  vigmts. 

Th^e  observations  will  apprize  you,  tir,,of  tbe 
sentimenu  pf  tbe  President,  as  to  the  propositions 
in  the  memorial  in  relation  to  tbe  vacant  land  in 
West  Florida,  and  will  enable  you  to  make,,  when 
necessary  and  proper^ sutuble  explanations  to  the 
people  of  that  Territory.  You  wjU,  however, 
jteep  in  mind  that  the  President  cannot  recognise 
in  the  Conviention  of  We^t  Florida  any  indkpend-, 
ent  authority  whatever  to  propose  or  to  form  a 
compact  witn  the  UniM  States.  , 

I  am  sir,  witn  tbe  highest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  R.  SMITH. 

Hia.Bx'cy  Datid  Hoi.mb8»  ' 

Goremor  Folcb  to  Mi.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 
Mobile,  DecembeK  8, 18IQ. 

Sm:  I  will  notdeuin  myself  in  i^ing  to  your 
Excellepcy  information  relativelo  the  leUer  whiah 
I  directed  to  his  fixedlency  Qovemor  Holmes, 
being  persuaded  that  it  will  be  in  tbe  hands  of 
your  Ef  odlency  bng  before  this  ;  biit  I  will  add 
to  its  contents,  fsr-yoar  goverattctit,  that  I  have 
decided  on  deiiverin|^  this  provipce  to  tbe  United 
States  under  an  equitable  capitulation,  provided 
I  do  not  receive  succor  f^om  tne  Havana  or  Vera 
Cruz,  during  tbe  present  month ;  or^that  bis  Ex- 
cellency the  Marquis  of  Someruelos,  (on  whom  I 
depend,)  should  not  have  opened  directly  a  nego- 
tiation on  this  point. 

The  incomprehensible  abandonment  in  which 
I  see  myself,  and  the  afflicted  situation  to  which 
tbis  province  sees  itself  reduced,  not  only  author- 
ize me,  bttt/orce  me  to  have  recourse  to  tbis  de- 


termiiiation,  the  only  one  to  save  it  from  the  mis 
which  threatens  it. 

Tbe  Uniteii  Sutes  are^so  antborized  to  ne* 
cept  it,;' for  as  the  disturbances  which  now  affliea 
this  provide?,  so  near  to  tbemi  must  increase  ererf 
day,  they  candot  but  have  an  influence  oo  theit 
tranquillity,  an  object  Wbich  merits  tbe  first  case 
of  £very  Qovernment. 

The  inhabitants  of  Baton  Rouge  may'figtire  to 
themselves  many  motives  wbiob  may,  (ia  their 
conception,)  justify  the  determination  they  have 
adopted ;  but  they  cannot  produce  even  a  angle 
one  wbich  can  mak^  tolerable  tbe  tjrraAiiteal,  il- 
legij.  and  unjust  obstinacy  with  wbich  \her  in* 
sist  that  the  other  districts  should  sttbjeet  toem- 
selves  t6  their  wilL 

The.  United  States,  who  profess  the  exerebe  oC 
equity,  teannot  exempt  themselves  iVom  taklBf 
part  with  the  party  unji^stly  oppressed.  In  this 
belief,  i  recur  to  its  Executive,  through  the  m^- 
diumi  of  your  Excellencjr,  eupplicating  biaa,  thai 
he  will  be  pleased- to  send  orders  to  (he  coflainmnd- 
ant^of  Foct  Stoddert,  that  he  should  assise  bm 
with  the  .troops  which'  he  bas  under  his  ordenif 
for  tbe  purpose  of  forcing  the  party  under  the 
compand  of  Reuben  Kenrper  to  retire  within  the 
Umits  of  tbe  distdcls  of  Baton  RoOge ;  ihtioiatt^ 
to  him)  that  if  in  fttture  he  should  repeat  his  in- 
oucstons  IB  the  dj,striet  of  Mobile  and  PensnooU. 
tbe  troops  ol'  the  TJntted  States,  joined  to  the 
Spanish  troops,  will  use  force  to  keep  them  baek*. 
These  districts  have  the  more  reason  to  expect 
from  the  rectttude  of  the  United  States  the  ^ssis* 
tance  which  I  aslc,  as  tbe  party  which  Kemper 
commands  has  been  recruited, arm^d,  and  provia- 
Joaed  wKhja  th^^  ^m'ns  of  their  sovereignty. 

At  the  same  time,  if  my  proposition  is  accepted^ 
ordecB  may  be  given  autherixmg  some  peveon  to 
treat  with  me  for  reguhiting  the  evacuation  of  the 
province,  and  what  ought  to  precede  it^ 

I  conclude  by  assuring  yoar  Bxeelleney  of  mj 
consideration  and  respect. 


GU>d  pre^erveyonr  ExaelleACT  many  years. 

VINCENTE  POLCH. 
His  Exe'y  R.  SiliTH,  Ae. 


Gotlamor  Pokh  to  Colonel  McKee. 

Mobile,  Dec  3, 1810. 

Sib  i  Since  the  conversation?  I  have  had  wil& 
you  respecting  the  disturbances  which  at  present 
afflict  this  province,  I  have  thought  of  addiesnn^ 
myself  directly  to  the,  Exeeut&e  power  of  the 
United  States,  thifotigh  the, medium  of  their  8ee- 
retary  of  State,  proposing  to  treat  for  the  deliv<- 
ery  of  4he  province  in  more  positive  terms  than 
those  which  1  employed  in  theietter  that  I  wrote 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Holmes,  beeanae,  as 
our  difficulties  every  day  increase,  the  neeessity 
of  hastening. their  conclusion  tncrenses  also. 

I  have  believed,  also^  that  it  might  be  eondn- 
ciipe '  to  the  better  exit  of  this  n'egotialion,  that 
my  despatch  should  be  intrusted  lo  a  person  who 
could  giVe  to  the  Qovernment  every  mforaiation 
that  it  ought  to  possess,  in  order  that  it  nMi|r  di»- 
liberate  with  tlie  brevity  which  is  nicBwryiand 
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eoosiderfog,  sir  that  you  are  in  a  situaiton' to  ful- 
fil this  object,  from  iuivin^  been  an  eye-witness 
to  all  that  has  passed  in  this  part  of  the  province 
and  the  adjacent  country,  you  can  give  informa- 
tion respecting  the.  alarm  which  reigns  amonV 
the  inhabitants,  of  the  influence  which  the  French 
agents  in  Louisiana  exercise  in  these  disturbances, 
and  the  risk  which  that  province  runs  oT  b'ein^ 
involved  in  the  disorders  which  have  had  their 
birth  in  Florida,  as  well  as  the  iatal  consequences 
which  may  follow  if  the  evil  is  not  stopped  ifa  its 
beginning,  and  whatever  else  can  be  said  on  the 
subject. 

In  order  to  avoid  accidents  and  delays,  which 
it  is  not  easy  to  foresee,  I  will  deliver  to  you  du- 
plicates of  the  despatch  which  I  address  to  his 
Excellency  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that 
ou  mtiy  transmit  one  of  them  hj  the  mail,  and 
Y  this  mehns  give  early  information  to  the  Gov- 
ernment  of  the  affairs  on  which  it  has  to  delib- 
erate. 

The  satisfaction  Ihave 'enjoyed  for  many  years 
in  your  acquaintance  assures  me  that  you  lifill 
use  ^very  exertion  in  a  matter  which  is  so  inter- 
esting to  our  respective  countries. 

I  remain,  &c.  V.  FOliCH. 

Col.  John  McKee. 


Colonel  McKee  .to  Mr.  Eoftis. 

Fort  Stodde^t,  Dec.  5,1810. 

Sir  :  Having  on  the  21st  ult.  taketi  the  liberty 
of  addressing  ^ou  on  the  Subject  of  the  distprb- 
ances  in  this  <)uarter,  apd  having  no  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  any  member  of  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive, I  have  presumed  to  enclose  to  your  care 
a.  despatch  from  Governor  Fokh  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  have  also  enclosed  a  hasty  transla- 
tion of  Governor  Folch's  letter  to  me,  which, 
with  some  other  conside ration s<  has  induced  me 
to  proceed  immediately  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, for  which  I  leave  this  in  two  or  three  days, 
and  will  proceed  with  the  least  possibtie  delay  to 
Knoxvilte.    I  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

JOHN  Mc^EB. 

Hod.  William  Eustis. 

Mr.  Morier  to  Mr^Smith. 

Washingtom,  Dec.  15, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  me, 
eonsidering  the  strict  and  close  alliance  which 
subsists  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and 
that  of  Spain,  to  express  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  through  you^the  deep  regret 
with  which  I  have^seen  that  ^art  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  to  Congress,  in  which  the  deter- 
imijiatioo  of  this  Government  to  take  possession 
of  West  Florida  is  avowed. 

Without  presuming  to  discuss  the  validity  of 
the  title  of  the  United  Slates  to  West  FloHda,  (a 
title  which  is  manifestly  doubtful,  since,  accbrd- 
iag  to  ihe  President's  proclamatibn,  it  is  left  open 
to  discussion,  but  which  has,  neverthelessj  beea 
brought  for?rard  as  one  of  the  pleas  to  jusufy  the 
occupatioa  of  that  prorinte,)  may  it  not  be  asked 


why  that  province  could  not  have  been  as  fairly 
a.  subject  of  negotiation  and  adjustment  in  the 
bands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  possess  the  actual 
sovereignly  there,  as  in  the  hands  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who,  to  obtain 'possession,  must  be^n  by 
committing  an^  act  of  nostility  toward  Spain  ? 
^  But  it  may  be  said  that  the  Spanish  forces  .in 
Mexico,  in  Cuba,  or  at  Pensacola.  are  une^al  to 
(|u611  the  rebellious  association  ot  a  band  of  de9> 
peradoes  who  are  known  here  by  the  contemptu- 
ous appellation  of  iand-jobbeps.  Allowing  as 
'much,  (which  you  will  agree  with  me,  sir,  is  al« 
lowitttf  a  great  deal,)  would  it  not  have  beennvot^ 
thy  or  the  generosity  of  a  free  nation  like  this, 
bearing,  as  it  doubtless  does,  a  respect  for  the 
ri|[hts  of  a  gallant  people  at  this  moment  eq|^ged 
in  a  noble  struggle  for  its  liberty — would  it  not 
have  been  an  acton  the  part  of  this  eountry,dic- 
tated  by  the  sacred  ties  of  good  neighborhood, 
and  of  friendship,  which  e^ist  between  it,  ana 
Spain,  to  have  simply  offered  its  assistance  to 
crush  the  oommoa  enemy  of  both,  rather  than  to 
have  made  such  interference  the  pretext  for 
wrestinff  a  province^  from  a  friendly  Power,  aad 
that  iathe  time  of  her  adversity  ?  v 

For  allow  me,  sir,  to  inquire  how  caii  the  dee- 
laration  rn  the  Pcesident's  proclamation^  ^  that  ui 
the  hands  of  the  .United  States,  that  terntory  will 
not  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  fair  add  friendly  ad- 
justment/' be  made  to  accord  with  the  declaration 
in  his  Message  to  Oon^ress,  (implying  peraianeal 
possessioff.)  ^of  the  adoptioa  o(  that  people  iota 
the  besom  of*  the  American  familv"?"  ^ 
.  ,  The  actj  consequently,  of  sending  a  force  te 
West  Florida  to  secure  by  arms  w^iat  was  before 
a  subject  of  friendly  negotiation,  cannot,  I  much 
fear,  under  any  palliatidn^  be  considered  other 
than  as  an  act  of  open  hostility  against  Spain. 
-  While,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  disguise  the  ^ 
deep  and  lively  interest  which  His  Majesty  takes 
in^verything  that  relates  to  Spain,  whichwould, 
I  am  convinced,  induce  him^o  mediate  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  on  any  point  of  con- 
troversy which  may  exist  between  them,  wit^ 
the  utmost  impartiality  and  good  will  toward 
both  ranie^,  I  think  it  due  to  the  sincere  wish  of 
Hie  Maiestyj  to  maintain  unimpaired  the  friend- 
ship which  at  this  moment  happily  exists  be- 
tween Ghreat  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to 
say  that  such  are  the  ties  by  which  His  Majesty 
is  bound  to  Spain,  that  he  cannot  see  with  indu- 
f^renee  any  atuek  upon  her  interests  in  America. 
And  as  I  have  op  doubt  that  the  Government  of 
the  United. Stat^  will  attribute  this  representa- 
tion to  thje  ndost-coaeiKatory  motives,  I  am  induc- 
ed to  reiuest,  in  answer  to  it,  soekeuilanatioQ  oa 
the  subject,  as  will  atence  convince  His  Majesty's 
Grovernment  of  the  pacific  disposition  of  the 
United  States  toward  His  Majesty's  allies  the 
Spaniards^  and  will  remove  the  contrary  impres- 
sion, which,  I  fear,  the  President's  Message  is 
likely  to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser* 
vant,  J.  P.  MORIER. 

Hon*  R.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 
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^    Mr.  Mbri«r  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Wasbinoton,  Dec,  22^  1810. 

Mr.  Morier  prereots  his  com pli meats  to  Mr. 
Bmith,  and  begs  the  faror  to  bfe  ioforoied  wheo 
■he  may  ezpecl  an  anxwer^  lo  the  letter  which  he 
bad  the  honor  to  address  to  Mr.  Smith  on  the 
15th  instant. 

Mr.  Morier,  at  the  same  timey  hopes  that  Mr* 
Bmith,  concurring  with  him  tp  the-  opinion  that 
it  would  be  desirable  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment shouhi.  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt 
of  the  President's  Message,  be  furnished  with  the 
explanation  which  Mr.  Morier  hks  requested  in 
the  above  letter  on  the  occupation  of  West  Flor- 
ida in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  will  readily 
excuse  the' solicitude  with  which  be  again  presses 
this  subject  upop  the  attention  of  this  Gtovern-^ 
ment. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Morier. 
State  Departmitnt,  pec.  !28, 1810^ 
Sir  :  Taking  ihto  view  the  subject  and  th«  cir- 
cumstances of  your  letter  of  the  15ih  instant,  I 
have,  in  acknowledging  it,  only  to  remark  to  you, 
that  although  it  is  sumciently  evidiratj  from  the 
face  of  the  documents  before  the  public,  that  no 
hostile  or* unfriendly  purpose  is  entertained  to- 
ward Spain,  the  only  Power  knbwn  to  the  Unit* 
ed  States  in  the  transaction,  yet  our  functionary 
at  London  has  been  enabled"  to  ^ive  to  your  Oor- 
ernment  wliatever  expltuiatioas  may  comport 
with  the  frankness  and  the  spirit  of  cdneiliation 
which  have  been  invariabty  munifested  dn  the 
part,  of  the  Udittd  States.  . 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 
J.  P.  MoRiBR,  Esq.,  Ac. 


TUNIS. 


[The  Mowing  documents  ware  commnnicated  to 
Congress  by,  the  President's  Message  of  Deoembw 
5,1810.] 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Gavinp,  Esq^  Copsol  of 

the  United  States  at  Gibraltar,  to  the  Secreteiy  of 

State. 

Gibraltar,  SepUrnhet  18, 1^0. 

I  beff  l^ave  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Consul  Cpxe,  dated  Malta,  26th  ultimo,  when  he 
was  on  his  return  to  Tunis.  It  has  given^  me 
great  pleasure  to  find  his  having  succeeded  in 
terminating  amicably  the  differenoes  which  had 
taken  place  with  that  Bey.    ^ 

[Refened  to  in  the  preeedhig  letter.] 
C.  D.  Goxe  to  John  Oavino. 

Malta,  ilzfgt«e/.26, 1810. 
8rR:  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  22d  instant, 
in  the  schooner  Hamilton,  Captain  Whitlock,  as 
a  flag  of  truce,  in  consequence  of  an  unfavorable 
change  hi  the  situation  of  our  affairs  at  Tunis, 
with  the  expectation  of  making  some  arrange- 
tnetat  whereby  the  difficulty  which  has  taken 
place  may  be  amicably  adjusted. 


Ob  the  14th  instant,  His  Excellency,  the  Bej^ 
sent  a  messenger  to  request  my  presence  at  the 
palace.  '  I  accordingly  presented  myself  aad  he 
informed  me  that,  in  consequence  of  the  seizure 
of  a  vessel  belonging  to  him  and  bearing  hisfla^, 
through  the  interference  of  Mr.  Pulis,  the  Ameri- 
can Consul  at  MaltaJ  he  had  given  orders  to 
arrest  all  the  Anaericans  and  .sequester  ail  tbeii 
property  lix  the  Kingdom  of  Tuois,  which  be 
would  hold  until  he  received  full  satisfaction 
from  the  United  States,  considering  them  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  of  their  public  acents. 

The  vessel' alluded  to  was  the  ship  Liberty,  of 
Philadelphia,  belonging  to  William  Hazlett  of 
that  place,  which  had  been  taken  by  a  French 
privateer,  brought  to  Tunis,  and  sold  bj  order  of 
tbe  French  Consul  at  public  auction.  The  first 
Minister  of  the  Bey  was  the  purchaser,  and  she 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Malta  under  Tunisiaa 
colors,  where  she  arrived  without  interruption  in 
the  month  of  May  last.  Mr.  Pulis,  the  American  | 
Consul,  iippUed  to  the  Maltese  court,  or  ConMolaJU  ' 
del  Maore]  (as  the  British  Vice  Admiralty  Court 
would  dot  interfere,)  and  claimed  the  ship  for 
the  original  American  owners.  His  Excell«iicyi 
the  Bey.  on  beitig  informed  of  this,  took  the  mea- 
sure9  before  related. 

He  not  only  re^irds  this  as  a  loss  of  property, 
but  as  an  insult  offered  to  his  flag,  and  will  view 
it  as  a  declaratioti  of  war  if  the  ahip  should  not 
be  restored  to  him,  with  damages  of  detention. 
He  insists  on,the  right  of  purchasing  prize  vessels 
at  auction,  dr  any  others  offered  for  sale  in  hia 
Kingdom.  &nd  that  his  ffag  shall  protect  them. 
His  Excellency  declared  that  he  had  given' me 
the  strongest  proofs  of  his  justice  and  friendly 
disposition  to  mv  Government,  in  causing  all  the 
American  yessels  with  their  cargoes  to  be  re- 
leased which  had  been  taken  within  the  limits  of 
this  jurisdiction:  but  that  those  taked  on  the  hi^ 
seas  was  an  afftir  between  the  American  and 
French  Oovemipents,  and  did  not  concern  him. 
He  has  warned  me  that,  if  the  ship  Rolln  (am 
American  vessel,  taken  by  a  French  prirateer 
without  his  jurisdictional  limits,  and  purchased 
by  his  agents  at  public  auction  at  th^  French 
consulate,)  should  be  hereafter  claimed  br  an 
American  citizen  and  given  up  to  him,  the  Ame- 
ricans, with  their  property  at  Tunis,  shall  be 
answerable  for  the  event. 

The  amount  of  American  property  fit  Tnnis 
may  be  coinputed  at  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. . 

An  my  endeavors  to  deter  his  Excellency  from 
these  harsh  measures  were  of  no  avail.  He  a*- 
sured  me,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he 
would  not  only  firmly  adhere  to  the  steps  he 
had  already  taken,  b.ut  would  pursue  such  others 
as  he  might  deem  necessary^  I  have  now,  how- 
ever, to  inform  you  that  on  my  arrival  here,  and 
in  consequence  of  my  having  officially  informed 
Mr.  Pulis  of  what  had  taken  place  at  Tunis,  he 
has.  as  the  only  alternative  to  prevent  a  war, 
withdrawn  his  claim,  and  the  snip  has  been  re- 
stored to  the. Bey's  Ambassador  at  this  places 
whereby  our  relations  yfiih  that  Regency  are 
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agira  placed  on  the  same  friendly  footing  on 
which  they  were  before  this  unfortunate  occur- 
rence took  place. 

I  Ahall  sail  on  my  r'etarn  to  Tunis  immediately 
in  the  Tessel  which  brought  me  here;  h^vjng 
thus  brought  the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  to 
an  amicable  conclusion,  on  terms  which,  I  trust, 
will  be  satisfactory  to  myGorerjiment. 

Very  respectfully,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
yonr  most  obedient,  humble  serrant, 

a  D.  COXE. 

JoBN  Qatino,  Esq.     - 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Dec.  89, 1810.] 
7b  ike  House  of  JUpreeeniaUvei :   . 

I  lay  before  the  House  a  report  f^om  thti  Sec- 
retary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution 
of  the  21st  instant.  J.  MADISON. 

DSCEMBEB  28, 1810. 

Departmbrt  op  State,  l)ecl>  28, 18i0. 
Sir  :  ^  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Represenutives  of  the  21st  of  this  monthv  I 


hare  the  hopor  of  laying  before  you: 

1st.  A  copy  (maTKed  A)  of  a  decree  ot  tbe 
Emperor  of  France,  transmitted  to.  thiii  Depart- 


meot  by  General  Armstrong. 

2d.  A  copy  (marked  B)  of  a  correspondence 
with  General  Turreau.  -      ' 

3d..  A  copy  (marked  C)  of  a  communil;atioa 
just  reecir^from  General  Amutrong.  in  relation 
to  tbe  Unties  lately  imposed  ;by  tbe  Emperor  of 
France^  '    • 

Witll  the  highest  res^t  and  eoBstderatioli,  I 
hare  tlacf  honor  to  remain,  d^ 

R.  SMITH. 

To  tlie  Prbsioei^t  (^  the  United  8taie$. 


A. 


Transition  of  a  decree  of  the  16th  July,  18X0. 
Thirty  or  fortr  American  retsels  may  import 
into  France,  nnaer  license,  cotton,  flsh«  oil,  dye- 
wood,  salt  fish,  codfish,  hides,  and  peltry.  They 
may  export  wine, .  brandy,  silks,  linens,  clojths^ 
jewelry,  household  furahure,  and  other  maau* 
faatared  articles.  They  can  only  depart  from 
Charleston  and  Nfw  York,  under  the  obligation 
of  bringing  with  them  a  gazette  of  the  day  of 
their  departure4  (American  gazette.)  moreover  a 
eertlfieaie  of  the  origin  of  tjie  merchandise^  giren 
hy  the  French  Consul,  containing  a  sentence  in 
eipber.  The  French  merchants,  who  shall  cause 
dMse  vessels  to  come,  must  prove  -that  they  tre 
concerned  in  the  fkbrics  at  Paris,  Ronen,  and 
other  towns.  ' 

B. 
*  (General  Torrean  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WA8H1NGT0N,  NoV.  27^  1810. 

Sir  :  Since  our  last  eonversation  relative  to  the 
eertificateji  of  otifin  given  by  the  Consuls  of  His 


Majesty  in  the  United  Stated,  I  have  collected  and 
read  over  the  different  orders  of  my  Court  ontnac 
subject,  and  asked  of  the  Consul  General  of 
France  those  which  he  might  have  .received  di* 
rectly  on  this  part  of  the  service,  so  essential  fbr 
the  security  of  your  exportations. 

It  results  from  the  ibstructions  which  I  have 
received  directly,  and  from  those  that  have  been 
sent  to  the  Conapl  General,  that  the  Consuls  of 
His  Majesty  in  the  United  Sta,tes  do  not- deliver, 
or  must  not  hereafter  deliver,  under  any  pretext, 
any  certificate  of  origin  to  Americap  vessels  des- 
tined for  any  port  other  than  those  of  Franc<^; 
that  they  deliver  them,  and  will  deliver  them 
hereafter,  to  all  American  vessels  destined  for  the 
ports  of  France,  loaded  only  with  the  produce  of 
the  United  States;  that  all  the  certificates  ante* 
rlor  to  the  la^t  instructions^  attributed  to  the  Con- 
suls of  His  Majesty,  and  which,  it  isj)r6tended| 
were  given  for  colcnisl  produce,  that  evidently 
came  from  England,  have  been  challenged  as 
false^  {arguie  de  fayix^)  inasmuch  as  the  English 
publicly  fabricate  papers  of  this  sort  at  London. 

This,  sir,  is  all  that  it  is  possible  for  me  to  say 
to  you  at  present  respecting  certificates  of  origin. 

I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  Gorernment  of  the 
United  States  will  see,  in  these  regulations  of  my 
Court,  an  intention,  distinctly  pronouoced,  of  fa- 
voring the  commercial  relations  between  France 
aiAd  the  United  States  in  all  the  objects  of  traffic 
which  shall,  evidently  proceed  from  their  agricub-^ 
tare  or  manufactures. 

You  wilt  readily  perceive,  sir,  that,  in  giving 
tills  latitude  40  the  mutually  advantageous  rda- 
tions  of  the  two  friendly  people^  the  Emperor  can- 
not depart  from  the  system  of  exclusion  i^inst 
En^ish  commeroei  without  losing  the  advantages 
which  His  Majesty  and  Uie  allied  Powers  must 
necessarily  expect  from  it. 

I  have  the  nonor  tp  be,  with  high  conridera- 
tion,  Ac.  TURREAU. 

Hon.  R.  Smith.  Sec.  of  State^ 


Thd  Secretaiy  of  State  to  General  Turrcan. 
Department  or  State,  iVbi7. 28, 1810. 
^  Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  yesterday,  stilting  that  the  French  Con- 
suls in  the  United  States  are,  at  this  time,  author- 
ized to  deliver  certificates  of 'origin  only  to  such 
American  vessels  as  arc  bound  to  some  port  of 
France,  and  as  are  laden  with  the  produce  of  the 
United  States. 

It  will  afford  satisfaction  to  our  merchants  to 
know,  and,  therefore,  I  have  to  request  you  to  in- 
form pw  whetheTj  in  American  tc^s  havipg 
such  certificates  ot  origin,  they  can  export  everjr 
kind  of  produce  of  tbe  United  States,  and  especi- 
allv  cotton  and  tobacco.  .  ^ 

In  addition  to  the  intelligence  communicated 
in  your  letter  in  relation  to  the  certificates  of  ori-v 
gin,  I  have  the  honor  of  asking  from  you  inform 
mation  upon  the  following  questions : 

1st.  Have  not  the  French  Consuls  been  in  the 
practice,  under  the  authority  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, of  delivering,  in  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  certificates,  of  ori^io  for  Ai]cic!rica» 
▼essieU  .boubd  to  the  ports  of  France  and  her  al- 
lies, and  laden  with  either  colonial  produce,  or 
the  produce  of  the  United  Sti^tes? 

2d.  Have  the  French  Consuls  in  the  United 
States  lately  received 'from  the  French  Gevera- 
ment  instructions  not  to  deliver  such  certificates 
of  origin  for  American- vessels,  and  at  what  time 
did  they  receive  such  instrttctioqs  ? 

3d.  At  what  time  did  the  French  Qonsulsce^se 
to  issue  certificates  of  origin  to  Ainerican  vessels, 
in  pursuance  uf  instructions. from  their  Goveri)- 
ment,  in  cases  6f  destination  to  ports  of  the  allies, 
of  France?     .    ^ 

These  facts  l>eing  connected  with  questions  in- 
teresting to  opr  merchants  in  foreign  tribunaUi 
your  goodness  will  pardon  the  resort  to  your  aid 


in  ascertaining  them*.    I  have,  d^;. 


Qen.  Turreau,  ^. 


R.  SMITH. 


General  Ti;rreau  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WASHlNdT0N,'Z^C.  12, 1810« 

Sir  :  If  I  have  npt  replied  sooner  to  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the 
2Sth  of  last  month,  it  is.  beicause  I  have  sought  in- 
formation from  the  Consul  General  ef  EUs^Maj- 
e^y,  Whether  he  had  not  received,  directly,  in- 
structions mor£  reeent  than  those  wlridh  I  had 
transmitted  to  him,  and,  also,  to  enable  me  to 
^ive  a  positive  answer  to  the  questions  contained 
in  the  f^ter  referred  to  above. 

1  reply,  sir,  to  the  fiirsf  of  your  questions,  that 
Messieurs  the  Consuls  of  Hi;;  Majesty  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  have  always  delivered  c^ufieates  of 
origin  tp  American  vessels'  for  the  ports  of 
France;-  ihey  did  it  in  execution  of  a  decree  of 
His  Majesty  of  the  first  ofMessidor  pf  tbe.year 
eleven.  , 

Messieurs  thd  French  Consuls  have,  also,  deli vr 
ered  them  to  vessels  destined  for  neutral  or  alliejl 
ports^  whenever  they  have  b«en  required  qf  them. 
This  measure  was  sanctioned  and  autho/i:^ed  by 
a  circular  despatch  of  His  Excellency  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Relations,  under  dateof  the  20th 
of  April,  1808.  This  despatch  prescribes  the  for- 
mality to  be  gone  throug^h  for  the  certificates  tle- 
livered  in  such  casesi 

/  I  proceed  n9W,  sfr,  to  reply  to  the  second  of 
your  questions.  ^       > 

By  a  despatch  of  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  of  the  30th  of  August  last,  rteeived  by 
the  Hornet,  the  13th  of  last  month,  a^d  of  which 
information  was  given  the  same  day  to  the  Qon^ 
suls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  His  Majesty,  they  are 
express] y  prohibited  from  delivering  certificates  of 
origin  jfor  merchandise  of  any  kind,  or  und^r  any 
pretext  whatever,  if  the  vessels  are  not'diestined 
'for  Prance.  > 

'  This  r^ply  to  your  second  question^  sir,  fur- 
nishes you'  with  a  solution  of  the  third.  .  The 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  His  Majestjr  will 
have  ceased  to  deliver  certificates  of  origin  to 
vessels  for  auy  other  place  than  France,  immedi 
ately  on  the  receipt  of  this  circular,  which  wii. 


reach  them  a  few  days  sooner  or  later,  aeeoi^tfiiig> 
to  the  greater  ot*  less  distance  of  the  places  of 
their  residence. 

Concerning  cotton  and  tobacco,  thetir  importa- 
tion into  France  is,  at  this  moment,  specially  pro- 
hibited; but,  I  have  reasons  to-  belieye,  (and  I 
pray  yon,  meanwhile,  to  observe,  sir,  that  thef  do 
not  rest  upon  any  facts,)  ^at  some  modifieations 
will  be  given  ^to  this  absolute  excJo^on.  These 
modifications  will  not  depend  Qpon  the  chanee 
of  events,  but  will  he  the  resuh  of  other  meas- 
ures, firin,  and  pursued  with  perseverance,  wiUek 
the  two  Qovemments  will  coptinne  to  adopt,  to 
withdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  from  the  rexa- 
tions  of  the  common  eiiemy  a  commerce  loyal 
(loyal)  and  necessary  to  France  as  well  as  to  the 
United  States.  ' 

Accept,  sir.  the  renewed  assikranees  of  my  lugh 
coflsideratiod^  TURREAU. 

Hon.  R.  Smith,  Sec.  of  8tate% 


The  'Secretary  of  State  to  General  Torreau. 

DfePAfitMBNT  OP  Stactb,^  Dec  18, 1810. 

SiK :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  four 
letter  of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  tp  my  inqovies 
in  relation  to  certificates  of  origin,  as  well  as  iq 
the  admission  into  Framce  of  tl^  products  oi  the 
agri<$ultureJef  the  United  States. 

From  your  letter,  it  appears  that  th6  importa- 
tion into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  is,  at  this  time,  sped* 
i^ijr  and  absolutely  prohibited.       -  , 

•From  the  decree  of  the  15th  July,  it,  moreover, 
appears  that  there  can  be  no  importation  into 
France  but  upon  terms  and  conditions  utterly  ia* 
admissible ;  and  that,  therefore,  there  caa  he  no 
importation  ataHof  thte  following  articles,  the 
produce  of  the  United  States,  namely,  fish-oil, 
dye-wood,  salt  fish,  codfish,  hides,  and  peltry. 

As  these  enumerated  articles  constitute  the 
greattnassof  the  exports  from  the  United  States 
to  France,  the  mind  is  naturally  awakene4  to  a 
survey  of  the  actual  condition  of  lbe«oiiiai«i«ial 
relatidns  between  the  two  countries,  an4  to  the 
consider^tioa  that  no  practical  good,  worthy  of 
notice,  has  resulted  to  the  United  Stales  from  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  cooh 
bined,  as  itujiej^pectedly  has  been,  with  a  chaogo 
in  the  commercial  system  oF- France,  so  memea* 
tons  to  the  United  States* 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  last  had  for  ita 
object,  not 'merely  the  recognition  of  a  speeola* 
tive  l^itimatiQ  principle,  nut  the  eBJormeat  oC  a 
substantial  benefit.  The  overture  the^in  pre- 
sented, obviously  embraced  the  idea  of  *coinaier^ 
ctal  advantage.  It  induded-  the  leasoaaUe  be- 
lief that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  aad  MUaa 
decrees  would  leav^  the  ports  of  Fcaaee  as  £rt9 
for  the  introduction  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  as  they  were  previously  to  the  promulga- 
tion^ot  those  decre^.  « 

The  restrict  ions ''of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees had  the  effect  of  restraining  the  American 
merchant?  from  sending  their  yess^  to  France. 
The  interdietiotis  in*  the  aystem  tifti  has  lieea 
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mbstjtuted  atfalnst  the  admhsion  of  AmerieaB 
[>rodQeta  will  haye  the  effect  of  imposing  upoa 
rhem  ao  eqoal  restraint.  If,  then,  for  the  revoked 
decrees,  municipal  laws,  producing  the  same  com- 
(nercial  effect,  have  been  substituted,  the  mode 
only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  undergone  an  al- 
teration. Aikd,  however  trad  it  may  be  that  the 
change  is  lawful  in  form,  it  is,  nevertheless,  as 
[rue,  that  it  is  essentially  unfriendly,  and  that  it 
does  not  at  all  eompdrtwith  the  ideas'inspired  by 
jrour  letter  of  the  27vh  Ultimo,  in  which  you  were 
pleased  to  declare  the  ''distinctly  pronounced  in- 
tention.of  His  Imperial  Majesty  of  favqrinff  th^^ 
commerciSil  relatiotis  between  France  and  the 
United  States  in  all  the  objects  of  traffic  which 
shall  evidently  proceed  from  their  agriculture  pr 
manufactures.'' 

If  P#ance,  bv  her  own  acts,  has  blocked  up  the 
ports  a^inst  tne  introduction  of  the  products  of 
the  United  States,  what  inottve  has  (his  Qoveru; 
ment,  in  a  discussion  with  a.third  Power,  tt>  insist 
on  the  privilege  of  goin^  to  France  ?  '  Whence 
the  inducement  to  urge  the  annulment  oTa  block- 
ade of  France,  when,  if  annulled,  no  American 
cargoes  could  obtain  ai  market  ia  any  of  her 
ports-1  In  such  a  state  df  things,  a  blocki^de  of 
the  coast  of  France  would  be  to  the  United  States! 
as  unimfA^rtant  as  would  be  a  blockade  of  the 
coast  of  the  Caspian  sea. 

The  British  edicts  niay  be  viewed  as  havtog  « 
double  relation;  fir^t,.to  the  wrong  done  to  the 
United  States;' secondly,  to  the  wrong  done  to 
France.  And  tt  is  in  th^  latter  relatioil  only, 
that  France  has  a  right  to  speak.  But,  what 
wrong,  it  may  be  asked,  can  France  suffer  from 
British  orders  which  co-operate  with  ner  own 
regulations? 

However  sensible  the  United  States  may  be  to 
the  violation  of  their  neutral  rights  under  those 
edicts,  yet,  if  Prance  herself  has,  by  her  own 
acts,  rendered  it  a  theoretical  instead  pf  a  practi- 
cal violation^  it  is  foir  this  (Government  to  decide 
on  the  degree  in  which  sacrifices  of  any  sort  may 
be  required  by  considerations  which  peculiarly 
and  exclusively  reli^te  to  the  United  States.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  the  inducements  to  such  sacrifices 
are  weakened,  as  far  as  France  can  weaken  them, 
by  tiaVin^  converted  the  right  to  be  malntaioed^ 
into  a  naked  one,  whilst  the  sacrifices  to  be  made 
would  be  substantial  and  extensive. 

A  hope,  however,  is  indulged,  that  your  in- 
structions from  your  Government  will  sopn  enable 
you  to  giye  sonje  satisfactory  explanations  of  the 
measures  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  atld 
that  their  operation,  in  virtue  cf  modifications 
which  have  not  yet  trans{>ired.  will  not  be  as  h^s 
been  herein  represented. 

The  Prestdent  has  received  with  great  satisfac- 
tion the  information  that  the  Coiisuls  of  France 
have  been  heretofore^  in  the  official  and  author; 
ized  practice  of  furnishing  certificates  of  origin 
to  American  vessels,  as  well  as  to  those  destined 
to  neutral  ports,  as  to  those  whose  sovereigns  are 
in  alliance  with  France ;  and  that  this  practice, 
sanctioned  by  the  French  Government,  did  not 
cee»e  In  any  part  of  the  United  States  before  the 


13tji  of  last  month,  and  then,  only  in  consequence 
of  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  bearing 
date  the  30th  of  August  preceding.  This  satis-, 
faction  arises  from  the  hope  that  similar  informa- 
tion may  have  been  j^iven  to  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, and  ffom  a  sense  of  the  happy  influence 
which  such  a  communication  will  nave  had  on 
the  American  property  that  had  been  seized  and 
detained  by  the  privateers  of  Denmark,  upon  the 
supposition  that  these  certificates  of  oi'igin  were 
spurious,  and. not  authorized  by  the  French  Gbv-* 
ernment.  It  is,  neyerthelesis,  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  functionaries  of.FranceIn  Denmark  had  not 
made  known  to  the  Danish  authorities,  during  the 
occurrence  of  such  ou.tra|es.  on  the  Americaa 
trade,  the  error  of  denouncing  as  illegitimate  aa- 
theptic  documents  which  had  been  lawfully  is- 
sued by  the  accredited  agents  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty.    I  have  the  hon6r  to  be,  &c.  . 

R,  SMITH. 
'     General  Tdrbeau,  dbc. 


Translstioti  of  a  letter  from  General  Tuscan  to  Mr. 
Smith. : 

Washingtoi^,  Dec,  25, 1810, 

Silt :  I  have  received  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to. Write  me  op  the  18th  of  this 
'  month,  and  I  hasten  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to 
his  Excelleney  the  Duke  de  Cadore. 
.  This  despatch,  sir,  being  an  answer  to  the  let- 
ters which  r  had  the  honor  to  write  to^ou  on  the 
27th  of  November  and  the  12th  of  this  month, 
naturally  takes  me  back  to  their  object,  to  which 
I  believe  it  is  my  duty  again  to  call  your  atten- 
tion. ' 

I  pray  yt»n  to  obssi've  that  the  last  instructions 
I  haye  received,  from  my  Court  relative  to  the 
new  directions  the  commerce  of  France  with  the 
United  States  must  follow,  are  of  a  very  old  date ; 
the  official  despatches  from  which  I  haye  taken 
thenv  are  of  the  12th  and  28th  of  April  lust. 

It  is  the  inore  probable  that  the  r^gutatiojds  of 
my  Government,  in  regard  to  this  coibmerc^, 
have  undergone  some  modifications,  as  the  Coo^ 
sul  Generalreceived  by  the  Hornet  despatches  of 
the  lOth  July,  and22d  and  30th  August  laist,  in 
which  it  is  specially  stated  that  cottons  may  be 
imported  into  France  in  American  vessels^  an& 
under  certain  regulations ;  whereas,  according  to 
the  instructions  which  were  addressed  to  me  on 
the  12th  and  28th  of  April  precedibg,  cotton  and 
tobacco  are  specially  prohibited. 

I  will  add  to  these  data,  (c€9  donmds^)  that, 
according  to  the  otd^r^  iraDsmiued  to  the  Cort- 
suls  of  His  Majesty  re^pectiDg:  certificates  of  oti' 
ffin,  al}d  under  the  date  before  cited,  (30ih  August 
last,)  they  may  deliver  Uiem  to  all  American  ves- 
sels destined  for  France;  observiog-  that  these 
certificates  are  not  applicable  bui  to  Ike  productt 
of  the  United  States,  If  these  certificates  of  ori- 
gin  cannot  be  applied  btrt  to  the  productions  of 
the  United  States,  and  cannot  be  given  to  any 
vessels  but  those  destined  for  France^  the  intro- 
duction of  these  productions  is  pot  then  prohibited 
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YoQ  will  be  pleased  especJallf  to  observe,  sir, 
tbat  the  dispositiens  which  were  announced  to- 
ne* by  the  despatches  of  the  12Ui  and  28th  of 
April,  are,  of  course,  linterior  to  the  repeal  of  the 
decreei^  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  are  necessarily 
without  an  object  the  moment  the  said  decrees 
are  ^o  longer  in  force,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
subsequent  aets^>irich  modify  this  repeat;  for  the 
instructions  already  cited,  sent  to  the  Consul 
Qeneral  the  '30th  ot  August  last,  relative  to  the 
certificates  of  origin,  are^  only  a  consequence  of 
it,  and  formally  exclude  only  colonial  productions. 

Furthermore  sir,  1  have  before  rne  the  letters 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadoria  to  General  Armstrong, 
under  date  of  the  5th  of  August  and  12th  Septem- 
ber, of  which  copies- have  ^en  seat  to  me  by  or- 
der pf  mv  Court.  These  are  the  only  documents 
on  Which  it  seems  to  me  reasonable  to  fix  the  at- 
tention, (ff'arT^er,)  apd  Isee  in  them  nothing 
which  can  cause  it  to  be  supposed  'that  the 
French  <3overnment  may  have  had  an  intention 
to  modify  or  to  restrict  tbe  repeal  of  tbe  before 
cited  decrees.  Tbis  act  contains:  no  reserve;  it 
does  not  exact  any  guaranty.  The  declahitionof 
tbe  Dukeof  Gadore  is  formal;  and  it  is  the  provi- 
sions themselves  of  the  act  of  tbe  honorable  Con- 
gress of  the  Ist  t)f  May  last,  wbich  have  dictated 
to  him  the  consequence. 


r  seize  this  occasion  with  eageroeas,  air,  to  .^ 
new  to  you  the  a^urance  of  my  hii^h  consider- 
aiion.  TURREtAU. 


Qeneral  Armstrong  to  Jfy,  Smith. 
^    Washington,  December  27, 1810. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  documents,  tamrked  1  mmA 
2,  were  intended  to  have  bade  part  of  my  Vmm, 
communication.  The  paper,  entitled  Afnt  am 
commerce,  ^c.  (notice  to  merchants,)  conudas  a 
tariff  of  the  new  duties  payable  io  France,  and 
shows,  besides,  what  are  the  articles  of  comncfee 
admissible  there.  If  this  paper  has  no  otiier 
value,  it  will  be  found  important  from  the  lELos- 
tration  it  gives  to  that  passage  of  the  I^akeof 
Cadore's  letter  So  me  of  the  12ib  of  Septeotber 
last,  in  which  he  say3  that  <^  An^erican  Tesaels 
loaaecLwith  merchandise,  the  finrowtb  of  the  Ame- 
rican States,  will  be  received  without  diffi^o^ 
into  the  ports. of  France."  It  is  also  ta  |tefect 
concert  with  the  practice  of  th^  French  costoai- 
house,  IB  the  case  of  the  sbrp  Ida,  coming  froA 
Boston  with  a  cargo  of  cotton.  I  am,  sir,  dec. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Hon.  RoB&BT  Smitb,  Sec^ry  of  State, 


Notice  to  merchants^on  the  scale  ofiki  M  of  August,  1810. 


Designation. 


Tares. 


C«tftom-hoase  dutiss. 


Oars      -        -        .        .        .       \        ,  ^     . 
Cotton  of  Braxii,  SarinaflU,  Oajwnne,  Demara- 
ra,  and  Gesrgia— long  staple        .        .      ^. 
Cotton  of  every  other  country  except  Naples   - 
Logwood   '    .        .       - 
>Coooa  -        -        -*-        -        -- 
CofifoeinhsgB        .       •        -       -* 
Coffee  in  casks       -        •        .        . 

CigaiB  in  boxes  ' 

Cloves  in  bsfi       .... 
Ouni  Arabic  in  ba|^       .        .        .       .       ^ 
Fish  oil  io  casks    •       -        -        •       ^ 
Beans  in  hogsheads "      •        .        .        .       .. 

Indigo  in  seroons 

Indigo  ia  cases  and  casks        -        *       •       r 

Potash  in  cawks 

Black  pepper  in  bags 

Oak  plank     - 

Peruvian  berk  in  boxes 

Peruvian  barl^  in  seroons        -        « 
Rice  in  barrelt        •        -        -   -    - 
Rum  (otf  litre)       •       •        •       •      .  - 
Rooott  in  casks       -        -    ^    -        •        . 
Clayed  auger  in  boxes  and  casks     •   '    • 
Raw.  sugar  in  boxes  and  barrels       .        -        . 
Tobacco  in  leaf,  box,  or  hogshead  •        -        - 
TebMcp  in  $ae$  ou  paniers    ^       .       •       . 


6  per  pent. 
6  per  cent. 

3  per  cent 

5  per  cent. 
13  per  cent. 
1|2  per  cent. 

8  percent. 

2  percent. 
16  per  cent 
1%  per  cent 

6  per  cent. 
19  per  cent. 
1%  per  cent 

8  per  cent 

12  per  cent 

3  per  i^ent 
lU  per  pent 

1*3  per  cent 
12  per  cent 
16  per  cent. 
12  per  cent 
2  |>er  cent 


3  fraacrth»  100. 

800  francs,  the  100  kiHogimmBies 

V  §00  franos  the  100  kfllograomies. 

80  francs  the  100  killogramaies. 

1000  franc*  the  100  kiUograrasMS. 

-   400  francs  the  100  killogramnns. 

400  fr'os  the  100  kill,  and  80  on 
600  francs  the  100  killograibmes. 

4  francs  8  centimes  the  100  kiik 
26  francs  the  100  kiUogramaMs. 

100  centimes  the  100  kiUograoinies. 

!    900  francs  the  100  killogrammea. 

16  centimes  per  100  francs. 
400  francs  the  100  kittogrammas. 
16  centimes  per  cent  ad  valoreim, 

I   200  francs  thd  100  killogrammes. 

10  francs  the  100  kiUOgrammeo* 

80  centifoes  U  Utrt* 

12  francs  the  100  fciHogramnMi. 
400  ffancs  the  100  kiUogrammos. 
800  francs  tfie  lOQ  kUlogrami 

I  400fr'csthel00kiU^and80on 


NoTx^— The  additional  tenth  is  not  comprised  in  the  above  duties. 

17*  The  docuiiient,  of  vrhich  the  above  is  a  translation,  is  in  print ;  and  under  the  words  *<  i 

>"  i**Droit9  de  Domme^')  are  in  mannsqript  the  foUowing  words,  vis :  «  By  decree  ^  6tli  Aagaat*  1810.** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


127S 


APPBNDEL 

RtiatUnu  with  Spain. 


1274 


SPAIN. 

[Commomcated  to  Coogretf,  January  10, 1811.] 

To  ike  Senate  and  Hou9e.of 

RepreunUiHvee  ^  tie  United  Statee  .< 

I  coAiinaDictte  tp  ConiTets,  ia  eopfidenee,  tke 
tranalatioD  of  a  letter  from  Lais  de  Onis,  the  Cap- 
tain Gtoaeiml  of  tfav  proTinee  of  Caraecaa. 

Tiie  tendency  of  miarepireseDtatioaa  and  tug- 
gestioBs,  which,  it  may  be  inferred  from  this  spe- 
cimen, enter  into  ibore  important  cdrrespondences 
of  the  writer^  to  promote  in  foreign  oooocils,  at 
a  critical  period,  Tiews  adverse  to  the  pence  ajad 
to  the  best  interests  of  our  coqntry,  renders  the 
contents  of  the  letter  of  suflieient  moment  to  be 
made  known  to  the  Legtslatnre. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jamdart  19, 1811. 

Franriation  of  a  letter  from  Luis  de  Onia  to  the  Cap- 
tain General  of  the  ProTinee  of  the  Caraceas,  dated 

ClT^  OF  FBILAnELPHIA, 

Febnuary  2,  ISIO. 

The  Adminutration  of  thi^  Goyernment,  bar- 
ing put  the  stamp  upon  tbeaerfile  meantless  and 
adulation  in  which  they  stand  in  relation  to  their 
oracle.  Boni^rte,  the  day  before  yesterday,  by 
their  direction,  Mr  Bppea,  the  son-in  law  of  the 
former  President,  Jefferson,  made  a  proposition 
that  a  Minister  should  be  immediately  sent  to 
loaeph  Bonaparte^  at  Bdadrid.  This  was  sup- 
^rted)  in  the  committee  in  which  the  House 
hen  waa^by  Mr.  Cults,  who  is  the  brother- in-law 
)f  Praiident  Madison.  There  were  lYarions  de- 
lates, there  were  ho#lingsi>f  the  tribunals,  there 
rere  earcasms  ajpainst  the  Supreoie  Central 
funia,  aod  many  trifling  obserraiions  from  one 
]^rty  and  the  other,  among  which  mention  was 
n^de  of  the  arrival  of  a  Minister  from  the  Su* 
>renle  Junta,  and  of  this  Goipemment's  haTing 
iriaely  refused  to  receive  him;  and,  at  length,  a 
rote  was  taken,  from  which.it  resulted  that,  fpr 
he  preaeikt,  no  Minister  was  to  <)e  sent  to  Joseph'. 

In  the  annexed  paper  you  will  see  ail  the  de^ 
mtes,  Whiehy  for.  want  af  time,  I  btve  not  been 
ible  to  have  transleted.  If  your  Bzcellepcy 
boald  Dot  be  informed,  by  my  former  despatches, 
»f  the  mode  of  thinking  of  the  present  Adminia- 
ratioD.  this  aiooe  will  show  the  little  hope  there 
s  of  obtaining  anything  favorable  from  it,  but 
»y  energy,  by  force,  and  by  chastisement.  . 

The  facility — I  a^in  repeat  it,  and  I  will  re- 
peat it  a  thousand  times^with  which  American 
reesels  are  admitted  into  our  colonies,  prefer- 
iog  them  to  oitr  own^  makes  these  people  be- 
iere  that  our  weakness  does  not  permit  uft  feven 
o  talk  to  them  on  equal  terms,  much  lets  to  take 
Qeaaores  which  may  injure  them.    F'rom  hence 

e rings  the  great  opinion  {la  grande  opinion) 
ey  have*  that  the  intruder,  Joseph,  will  rj^ile  in 
)paia  and  her  colonies ;  and  hence  the  incUe- 
neat  to  their  scandalous  condiict  in  promoting, 
•y  every  means  in  their  power,  the  machinations 


of  Joseph  to  make  himself  master  o^our  coloiiies, 
as  if  upon  that  depended  their,  happiness. 

The  determination  of  making  war  on  England, 
and  of  treating  Spain  with  contempt,  supposing 
that  her  nullity  did  not  entitle  her  to  anythiiig 
else,  was  taken  by  the  present  Administration 
some  time  since,  though  it  w.as  not  in  tbem  the 
detiermination  of  reason.  To  accomplish  it,  they 
thought  of  forming  an  alliance,  ofiensive  and  de- 
fensive, between  France,  Russia,  Denmark,  S^we- 
dep,  and  the  United  States ;  and  some  even  sup- 
pose that  it  is  formed.  With  this  obiect  they 
nave  sent  Mr.  Adjams  to  the  Court  of  et.  Petifrs* 
bnr^h,  in  quality  of  Minbtet  Plenipotentiary,  di- 
reeting  him  to  examine  on  nis  way  ChaeimMU 
reoorrer  at  paro)  the  Courts  of  Stockholm  and 
Copenhagen ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  if  Eng- 
land should  dieplay  her  energy,  in  nowever  small 
a  degree,  tfnd  i^  on  otiTr  part,  some  vessels  should 
be  seat  to  their  coasts,  and  some  troops  should 
draw  near  to  Louisiana,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  we  should  see  these  pisovinces  separated  and 
divided  into  two  or  thrcfe  Republics,  and,  conse- 
quently, they  wQiJ^ld  remain  in  a  state  of  perfect 
nullity  We  should  soon  have  from  the  Repnb- 
lie  of  the  North;  which  would  be  our  friend,  all 
the  suppl(es>  which  are  now  drawn  from  the 
others,  who  would  perish  from  poverty  and  quar- 
rels among  themselves^ 

This  country  is  now  without  a  cent,  with  a 
deficit  of  four  millions  of  dollars  in  her  revenue, 
with  not  more  of  an  effective  army  than  six  thou- 
sand despicable  men,  of  whom  two  thousand  fife 
hundred,  thatc  ihey  bad  at  New  Orleans,  are  re- 
duced by  death  to  six  hundred;  and  although 
they  have  pasaed  a  law  fo1r  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, much  time  and  money  will  be  necessary  to 
organize  them.  Its  navy  is  for  the '  most  part 
disarmed,  althod^h  they  oropose  to' arm  it,  and 
the  whole  of  it. is  reducea  to  eight  or  nine  fri- 
gates. The  blindness  of  these  people  is  such, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (€faillatfn) 
speaking  with  Colonel  Joseph  de  Cronz^les,  liite 
Governor  of  Pnno,  who^from  his  having  come 
from  the  Havana,  Mexico,  and  other  provinces, 
he  believed  (not  kbowing  bis  integrity)  to  be  one 
of  the  many  emissaries  of  Napoleon^  the  caste 
which  abounds  most  here,  offered  to  him  the  con*- 
s([itution^  of  Paine,  and  other  papers  relative  to 
the  libertjT  which'  here  they  dispute  about,  per- 
suading him  to  -send  them  to  Mexico  and  our 
other  colonies,  and  that  he  should  endeavor  to 
induce  theni  to  unite  themselves  to  this  Repub- 
lic ;  that  here  they  were  ready,  if  this  succeeded, 
to  more -near  \o  them,  or  even  to  place  in  their 
country  the  seat  of  Government.*  These,  sir, 
are  the  ideas  with  which  this  Administration  is 
animated.  Notwithstanding,  at  the  time  they 
observed  this'conduct,  ^hey  sent  General  Sumter 
in  the  character  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
Rio  Janeiro. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

To  THE  Captain  Gbhbbal 

of  the  Province  (/CaraccaSi^  _ 
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Encouragement  to  Mamtfacturet, 


ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

Oommunicated  U>  tlie  Senate,  Jsnua^  ti,  1811. 

To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  StaUa] 
the  memorial  of  the  9ttbserwer8f  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Lexington^  and  county  of  Fayette,  and 
State  of  Kentucky f  reapectfully  Mhoweth  .•  ^ 

Tha(  the  present  situation  pf  Che  mechanics 
and  maniifactureM  of  the  United  States,  is  peen- 
liarly  interesting  to  the  people  generally,  and 
well  deserves  the  attention  of  Congresst.  In  ail 
the  acts  and  deliberaiions  of  yonr  honorable 
body,  it  appears  t<x  your  memorialists/  that  a  pre- 
dilection tor  the  interest  of  eomraefce  has  always 
been  discoverable,  white  little  has  been  done  in 
favor  of  the  internal  industry  of  the  country. 
Tour  revenue  system,  it  must  be  confessed,  has 
afforded  it  some  partial  protection  ;  but  that  sys- 
tem appears  to  h<ave  been  calculated,  onlv  for  the 
purposes  of  reVenue;  and,  as  powerfully  as  it 
might  be  made  to  encourage  domestic  maaufac* 
tures,  no  act  seems  tq  have  been-  adopted  witli 
that  view;  on  the  contrary. 'cotomerc^  has  met 
with  yoqr  exqlusive,  protection  and  support.    Te 

Erove  this,  let  us  refer  to  the  immense  sums  that 
ave  been  expended  in'  the  fortification  of  the 
seaports;  to  the  establishment  of  a- navy ;  to  the 
expenditures  occasioned  by^  our  dnterconrse  with 
foreign  nations ;  to  the  duties  which  have  been 
laid  on  foreign 'tohnage;  to  the  bounties  which 
protect  the  fisheries;  to  the  credits  ^iven  to  iber- 
cfeants  at  our  custom-houses ;.  and,  in  fine,^  to  the 
nfiny  s^icrifice^which  have  been  made  to  com- 
nierce.  We  do'  not,  however,  conjemn  that  pol- 
iq^  which  gives  bounties  and  protection  to  tb^ 
n^erchant;  nor,  though  local  in  its  operation,  to 
the  support, which  is  afforded  to  the  fisherman. 
We  feel^  upon  those  subjects,  as  Americans  should 
d^.  Remote  as  we  are  situated  from  the  seats  of 
commerce,  we  do  not  repine. at  tnose  regulations 
which  are  made  for  iu  benefit,  and  are  content 
when  any  species  ef  enterprise  and  industry  is 
encoucaged  l>y  the  Government— for  we  know 
well,  that  the  United  States  cpmpotte  an  exten« 
sive  nation  i  that  ow  citizens  are  scattei;ed  over 
an  immense  countrjr,  having  various  soils  and 
climates,  with  as  various  pursuits  adapted  there- 
to ;  and  that  a  Government  foriiaing  laws  for  this 
j>opulatjon  must  consult  the  wants  and  4ieeessi- 
ties  of  each,  and,  by  attending  to  particulars,  pro- 
mote the  general  good  of  the  whole.  We  com- 
plain only  because  the  protectipn  and  encourage- 
ment of  industry  is  not  made  universal,  and  ex- 
tended to  evei^y  pursuit  which  is  known  in  our 
country.  AC  it  be  just  in  a  Republic,  established 
for  the  comqion  good,  to  gine  to  any  one  pursuit 
bounties,  encouragement,  and  protection,  we  hold 
it  as  an  undeniable  truth,  that  all  ether  pursuits 
are  equally  entitled  to  them.  ThaC  the  industry 
of  the  mechanics  and  manufactures  should  like- 
wise be  protected,  appears  from  other  and  power- 
ful considerations. 

The  rapid  accumulation  of  Wealth  which'  the 
United  States  have  made  since  the  wars  of  the 
French  Revolution,,  waa  occasioned  by  an  un- 


natural extension  of  commerce,  and  an  anoata* 
ral  demand  for  the  productions  of  oar  agncol- 
ture.    The  labor  there  withdrawn  from  agrieol- 
ture,  the  ravages  of  contending  armies,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  commercial  navy  of  contineD- 
tal  Europe,  created  a  demand  for  our  produce, 
and  gave  such  employiaent  to  our  shipping  arad 
such  encouraffement  to  our  merchants  as  to  oeea- 
sion  that  rapid  accumulation  of  wealth,  aad  tlioee 
initial  iinprovements  which  have  ereu  «etoa- 
ished  ourselves  and    beeo  the  wbn4er   of  tkm 
world.    Upon  the  continuance  of  this  state  .of 
things  we  ace  not  to  depend.    An  eternal  war  ia 
.Eutop^  is  not  to  be  expected^  the  state  is  onoat* 
urah;  and  experience  shows,  that  one  party  mosf 
f^ve  wav  when  its  resources  are  exhaosted,  or  it 
IS  humbled  by  the  yictoriea  of  its  enemy.  Whea 
this^  period  ajrrives,  what  has  heretofore  been  the 
life  of  our  indtjstry,  will  no  longer  animate  it, 
and  #e  shall  be  compelled  to  look  to  other  re* 
sources  to  preserve  the  wealth  which  we  have 
acquire^.    But  how  can  it  be  preserved  if  we  de 
not  change  oi^r  systeo^and  Congress  does  ooi 
give  another  direction  to  the  iildustry  of  the 
country?    Where  shall  we  find  a  market  for  the 
productions  of  our  soil  7    And  where  witt  ow 
shippinff  find  emplovment  ? 
^  .A  brief  vi6w  of  the  history  of  our  commeree, 
we  conceive,  will  place  this  subject  in  a  proper 
point  of  view. 

Before  our  Revolutionary  war,  our  marketo 
wave  in  the  dominions  of  Gr^t  Britaiiij  and  each 
of  the  colonies  of  European  Powers  as  -we  eoaM 
obtain  admittance  in(o  by  smuggling.  After  the 
peace  of  1783^  we  lost  the  regular  market  ef  tite 
Ibrmer;  and  the  latter,  ^eing  preearfoos  in  its 
nature,  was. of  little  moment.  £kioh  Were  the 
colonial  and'  commercial  systems  of  Europe:  as 
not  to  permit  the  introduction  into  their  domio- 
ioils,  orarticleij  which  they  could  produce  chew* 
selves,  unless  in  seasons  of  scarcity ;  so  thatdur* 
inff  the  period  of  time  w^icfa  elapsed  between  tfcA 
acKnowledgmeat  of  our  independence  and  the 
commencement  of  the  French  Revtrfatioii,  ali  of 
oar  citizens  who  depended  upon  foieiga  com- 
merce, were  often  reduced  to  great  distrOs.  Tlt$ 
importation  of  foieiga  comra<KlitieB  drained  as  of 
our  treasures;  and  our  other  cotQineiee  did  net 
bring,  us  back  a  correspondent  proportion  of  the 
precious  metals.  Have  we  discovered  that  cieia 
exists  in  the  breast  of  the  rulers  of  Earepeany 
dispositioQ  to  abandon,  upon  the  return  ef  peace, 
their  systems  of  commerce?  Even  dwiiig  the 
wars  which  have  raged  for  a  few  years  past,  they 
have  renewed  their  prohi bisons  whenever  they 
could  do  without  us.  In  times  of  peace,  the  Pew> 
ers  of  Europe  can  supply  thems«v«s  and  thelt 
colonies  with  all  the  Jiro visions  which  thej  may 
have  occasion  for.  Their  colonies  can  nval  as 
in  tobacco,  and  in  all  the  raw  materials  which 
they  waat  for  mjanufactures.  In  their  ports  we 
are,  therefore,  to  expect  a  permanent  market  for 
a  small  part  of  our  productions  only,  and  but  an 
uncertain  and  temporary  one  for  the  budk  of 
them.  Asia  and  Africa  want  nothing  from  as. 
We  hiaard  nothing,  then,  when  we  ass^  that 
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after  the  wmrs  ci  Bsrope  are  over,  foreign  mar* 
keti  will  not  be  found  for  our  surplus  produce,  aod 
tbttt  we  shall  be  compelled  to  look  at  home  for 
the  reward  of  out  labor.  Another  fact,  perhaps, 
ought  D,6i  to  pass  unnotieed.  Our  country  is.rap- 
idly  increasing  in  population,  and  iu  surplus  pro? 
tece  for  exportation  must  increase  in  an  equal 
rmtio.  Not  so  the  demand  6{'  foreign  markets. 
All  thooe  circumstances  combine,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  memorialists,  to  show,  the  policy  of.direotp 
iog  the  industry  of  our  citizens  |nto  such  chan*- 
sele  aa  will  not  be  fiflected  by  the  edicts,  regnk- 
lations,  and  wars  of  Europe ;  and  to  prepare,  in 
lime,  for  that  change  in  business,  wnich  must 
take  plaee,  (and  td  the  general  distress  of  the 
aoqatry,)  when  a  peace  there  will  put  an  end  to 
our  carrying  trade,  and  destroy  the  markets  for 
our  produce. 

A  change  Hke  this,  in  the  direction -of  capital 
aad  labor,  fit  moreover  appeairs  to  your  memo- 
rialiflu,)  will  have  a  beneficial  efiect  upon  our  for- 
eiga  relations.    If  our  most  important  maifket  be 
at  home,  «o  large  a  proportion  of  our  property 
will  not  be  subjected  to  the  depredations  of  the 
pirates  of  the  ocean }  and  the  people,  less  embar<^ 
rassed.  by  the  interruptions  of  commerce,  witi 
loore  readily  unite  in  measures  calculated  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor,  and  assert  the  rights  of  the 
BatioD.     To  prove  this,  let  us  appeal  to  ^eicts  |  the 
most  recent,  and,  of  course,  the  most  convincing, 
hare  happened  within  a  few  vears.    The  edicts  of 
France  and  England,  which  produced  the  em- 
bargo, occasioned,  also,  the  interruption  of  that 
eomnaerce,  upon  which  much  labor  depended  for 
employment,  the  merchant  ibr  his  profits,  and  the 
farmer  for  thcisale  of  his  productions.    Som^ 
eapital  was  idlc^  many  veteels  were  rotting  in  our 
ports,  produce  found  no  market,  and  the  plough 
la  aome  placed  was  abandoned.    Patriotism  would 
' prompt  us  to  suflfer  for  our  country.    But  the 
sailor  cannot  feed  himself  in  port ;  th^  farmer 
dislikes  to  lose  hb  crops;  the  merehaat  looks 
with    impatteaee  upon    blasted    prospetts  and 
tttined  ibrtanes;  apd  few  :will  be  coateni  to  live 
oo  patriotism  while,  their  families  are  starVinf;; 
|iad  our  acting  capital  ^ven  life  to  dbmestic- 
pursuits ;  had  it  given  emplovment  to  labor ;  had 
our  provisioos  batn  consumed,  aad  our  raw  mate* 
rials  been  fabricated  by  domestic  artisans,  instead 
ef  the  farmer  bting  compelled  to  lopk  abroad  in 
search  of  a^market  for  both,  we  should  not  have 
felt  so  much  the  pressure  of  the>  embargo,  nor 
would  our  interest  have  warred  with  ourpatriot- 
ism«    This  is  the  coarse  of  homaa  evehts,  and 
history  proves,  that  the  rulers  of  nations  have 
always  been  obliged  to  aeoonunodate  their,  dif- 
fereneet  with  othess,  upon  better  or  worse  eondi*- 
tieas,  according  as  the  contest  bore  heavy  of  hot 
neon  their  own  people.  ,  Wejre  jthe  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  howeYer,  in  the  situation  alluded  to, 
how  difer^nt  would  be  the  attitude  which  our 
Qovemmetit  could  aseumel    And  how  much  less 
would  foreign  Powers  calculate  upon  exciting  ai 
clamor  agamst  it  by  the  interruption  of  our  coni* 
merce,  or  the  general  stagnation  ^of  our  business. 
That  the  interest  of  the  country  coincides  with 


the  political  and  national  considerations  which 
we  have  enumerated  in  support  of  domestic  man* 
fkctures,  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  of  whom  America  can  boast, 
and  moreover,  appears, from  very  obvious  reasons. 
Upon  the  4)uantum  of  its  labor  is  said  to  depend 
the  wealth  of  a  nation.  But,  to  create  w^th, 
labor  mast  be  productive;  and  those ^ pursuits 
which  put  most  of  it  into  action  seem  best  calcu- 
lated fo  make  it  so.  There  is  no  pursuit^t-agri- 
culture  excepted — ^which  has  an  effect  of  tais 
nature,  equal  to  that  of  the  mechanic  and  menu*- 
facturer.  The  manufacturer  works  up  oUr  raw 
materials,  and  consumes  our  provisions.  What 
he  earas '  is  kept  at  home,  add  is  ahnost  imme- 
diately circulated  again,  by  various  channels, 
thro.ttgh  society.  The  n&ercaaat  is  hj.  no  means 
^  useful  a  character ;  part  of  his  ^m$  are  sent 
abroady  aiDd  p^id  away  to  foreigners.  The  m^ 
chanie  ahd  manufacturer  likewise  contribute  to 
make  the  country  Really  independent,  byiurnish- 
ing  these  supplies  which  vfe  should  otherwise  lie 
defiNuident  Xor  on  foreign  nations.  The  natieo 
which  produpea  but.a  small  part  of.what.she  can 
f^onsume,^  or  grows  but  few  articles,  we  have 
already  seen,  must  always  be  a  dependent- one 
Her  wi^nta  cannot  be 'regularly  supplied,  and  her 
business  appears  subjected  ,  to  embarrassment. 
Say,  that  her  pursuit  is  commerce.  .  When  that 
Is  interrupted,  as,  for  example,  it  has  beeii  for  the 
last  sixteen  years  in  HollajuL  and  how  -soon  wiU 
she  become  impoverished  and  distressed?  Let 
her  pursuit  be  exclusively  agriculture;  and  the 
depression  of  niarkets  (which  has  often  been 
the  case  with  respect  to  our  provisions,  tobaoeo, 
and  cottoti,)  will  paralyxe  the  i^duvtry  and  enters 
prise  of  the  nation.  Whereas  the  multipiication 
and  diversity- of  pursuits  would  aive  a  country 
resources  which  others  could  not  deprive  her  of ; 
and  the- industry  of  one  part  ofit  would  Cherish , 
invigorate,  and  support  that  of  another.  Nor  can 
it  be  an  unimpiertant.  consideration,  thaty  the  in- 
crefMe  of  SMmufactures  wqnld  tend  to  keep  at 
home  the  precious  metals,  the  principal  and  the 
most  convenient  as. well  as  the  n^c  useful  rep-* 
reseatative  of  wealth  and  labor.'  Desirable,  how^ 
ever,  as  it  may  be  to  eneouraffe  manufiiclures,  it 
can  be  done  efectually  only  by  Congress.  The 
mechanic  and  th^  manufticturer  in  the  UniW 
States  has  to  contend  with  obstacles  unknown 
to  the  foreigner.  The  British  manufacturer,  his 
great  competitor,  is  protected  by  prejudice,  by  the 
course  ef  business,  by  the  low  price  of  labor,  and 
the  skill  of  his  workmen,  but  above  all,  by  the 
strength  of  his  capital,  and  the  bounties  and  ea- 
eouragement  given  to  him  by  his  Government. 
And  Upon  almost  all  heavy  articles,  as  to  which 
an  African  has  the  best  opportunity  of  rival- 
ling him,  thoee  bounties  and  ettconragemeots  are 
more. than  equal  to  the  freight,  chargjeii,  and- in- 
surance upon  the  manufactured  article.  The 
American  iiianufacturer  is  at  present  poor ;  he 
has  buildings  to  erect,  workmen  to  teach,  and 
powerful  prejudices  to  overcome:  his  limited 
capital  often  makes  it  necessary  for  him  to  force 
markets,,  while  hia  opponent  can  vvait  for,  or  eom- 
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tnand  one  at  pleasure.  lodeefd,  it'is  to  be  feared, 
that  the  foreigner  will  purposely  seek  opportu- 
nities to  depress  markets,  in  order  to  reidove  the 
American  out  of  his  way.  Such  have  often  been 
Ihe  effects  of  the  jealousy  of  trade.  Permit  us^ 
while  upon  this  subiect,  to  remind  your  tionora- 
ble  body  of  the  ce^brated  contest  between  the 
British  and  Dutch,  with  the  imperial  Bast  India 
Companj;  where  the  former,  by  depressing  the 
prices  or  commodities,  succeeded  in  annihilating 
or  ruining  the.  latter,  support^  as  it  was  by  the 
weight  and  treasures  of  the  Emperor  Joseph ;  a 
fite  which  may  attend  many  establishments  in 
America. 

When  we  ask  for  adequate  pcoteeiion  from 
Congress  to  our  own  manufactures,  we  are  aware 
of  jealousies  which  will  be  excited  agains)  us. 
Why,  it.wilL  be  asked,  tax.  one  portion  of  the 
people  to  benefit  another  %  We  answer,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole,  and  to  equalize  the  imposts 
which  are  laid  to  support  GoYernment.  Imposts 
leWfd  wiih  this  view  \%  but  uking  from  one 
pocket  what  is  abundantly  repaid  to  the  other. 
Whatever  gives  life  to  the  domestic  industry  of 
X\i^  country  benefits  every  man  in  it.  Wiiatever 
sums  are  paid  to  keep  our  resources  at  home  is 
not  lost.  As  in  the  human  frame,  it  is  like  the 
veins  returning  blood  to  the  heart,  whereby  the 
whole  system  mav  be  replenished.  Such  are  the 
lessons  furnished  by  experience.  How  has  Great 
Britain  become, the  first  commercial  and  manu- 
facturin|[  nation  in  the. world?  By  her  superior 
arts  apd  industry  ?  No.  In  these  she  is  rivalled 
by  her 'glreat- competitor— by  her  system  of  re- 
atriction  and  prbtection;  by  those  regulations 
which  encourage  her  own  commerce  and  manu* 
factnres,  ai^d  by  depressing  those  of  foreign  na- 
tions. What  she  can  make  and  pRoduee  herself 
she  suffers  no  country  to  supply  her  with.  By 
these  means  she  lias  made  the  industry  of  all  na- 
tions her  tributary,  and  by  these  means  she  has 
monopolized  the  commerce  o(^  and  manufactured 
for  the  world.  But  the  effect  of  our  own  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  foreign  tonnage,  and 
that  protecting  system  which  has -raised  tne  fish- 
eries of  New  England  from  insiirQificance,  to  be 
the  first  in  the  world,  show  suQoiently  the  e^ts 
produoed  upon  the  industry  of  a  nation  by  this 
system  of  restriction  and  protection.  Admittii^g, 
however,  that  a  system  like  this  n^ay  operate  as 
a  tax  upon  the  industry  of  one  parx  of  the  coun- 
try, at  the  expiense  of  another,  it  cannot  lonff  be 
so.  When  the  domestic  manufacturer  shall  Save 
acquired  experience,  and  ,his  laborers  are' com- 

Cletely  instructed  in  their  business;  and  when, 
y  industry  and  success,  be  shall  have  acquired 
capital  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  extend  his  busi- 
ness; the  natural  effect  will  be  to  reduce  his 
prices  to  a  very  moderate  profit;  and  lower  often 
than  what  the  same  article  could  be  afforded  fbr 
from  abroa4. 

But  would  not  good  policy  dictate  that  the 
United  States  should  meit  restriction  by  restric- 
tion, and  contend  in  this  way  against  all  nations 
who  wish  to  make  our  labor  and  industry  tribu- 
tary to  them  ?    Shall  we  not  be  blind  to  our  own 


interest  if  we  omit  ^ing  so  %  Repeatedly  hm:w% 
our  public  characters  declared  that  ouiDafifetves 
should  be  encouraged,  and  praised  iiave  thoae 
citizens  ofUn  been  who  have  eatabliahed  then. 
But.  they  must  have  something  more  anharaatial 
to  support  them  than -praise.  If  foreign  Govetn- 
menu  can  prevent  them  fas  we  have  abown  they 
can.  and  probably  will  do)  from  l>eing  prodoctivc 
(o  the  proprietors,  experience  will  show  the  man- 
ufieicturer  that  his  money  has  been  expended  ia 
vain ;  and  ill  success  will  deter  othera  from  the 
same  pursuit.  Thia  latter  considerat  ion  we  kope 
will  have  its  due  weight  with  Coogreea,  espa- 
oiatly  when  the  cireuipstances  are  reeolleeted 
under  which  our  most  considernble  naanlacio- 
ries  were  established.  The  non-importafion  ae^ 
but  particularly  the  embargo  act,  by  iaterrnni- 
ing  'the  trad6  of  Europe,  created  a  demand  £oc 
articles  which  could  not  be  obtained  from  nbfoad, 
and  to  supply  which  many  workshops  have  been 
erected. .  Out  of  one  eaublishment  arose  aneche& 
If  Congress  are  disposed  to  encourage  Uiem,  now 
is  |he  time.  A  moment  so  favorable  lo  do  so 
may  not  occur  for  years — ^sinCe  many  citizens  aie 
disposed  to  engage^  in  them  if  thooe  which -are 
erected  prove  successful.  -  Success  crowns  every 
step  with  popularity,  and  produces  Imitatott  and 
followers;  whereas,  misfortune  has  m  coaliary 
effect.  Damped  would  this  spirit,  be,  if  the  ex- 
pected settlement  of  our  differences  with  foreign 
nations  were  to  occasion  such  an  inAox  of  tot- 
eign  commodities  as  tn  undersell  our  maaa£ie- 
turers.  Then  thoee  buildings,  workshops,  and 
warehodses,  upon  which  so  nnich  labor  and 
money  has  been  expended,  would  lie  wcaste,  and 
nheir  proprietors,  with  the  loss, of  paraci  would 
have  (be additional  mortification  of  being  ( 
ered  merely  as  projectors.' 

But  should' our  disputes  with  foreign 
end  in  war,  and  at  thia  moo^ent,  when  ne 
of  maritime  law  are  hourly  proclaimed,  and  tiie 
peaceful  pursuits  of  all  neutral  nations  are  inter- 
rupted by  Ihe  great  belligerent  Powers  of  Burope; 
when  old  States  are  daMy  overturned,  and  new 
kingdoms  are  as  often  erected ;  we  cannot  calcu- 
late upon  preserving  peace  for  a  moment :  woaU 
not  a  Congressional  act  for  the  permpnent  sap- 
port  of  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers  of  the 
country  itfuch  encouraj^  those  citizens  who  are 
disposed  to  devote  their  capital  to  those  puMits, 
and  as  much  assist  our  Government  in  the  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  |rar  ?  You .  have  made  pro- 
vision for  the  permanent  support  of  a  navj ;  and 
in  nny  War  in  which  you  might  engage,  this  must 
be  used  as  a  great  means  to  annoy.  Your  navy, 
as  well  as  the  shipping  of  the  United  States,  have 
heretofore  depenoed  np6n  foreignerf  for  the  sup- 
ply of  cordage  and  sail  cloth.  Yen  most  have 
clothing  also  for  the  navy  and  army,  and  .depend 
upon  the  internal  resources  of  the  country  for  the 
supply  of  those  articles.  The  people  must  like- 
wise depend  upon  the  home  market  for  the  sup- 
ply and  sale  of  everjrthing. 
^  The  mechanic  and  manufacturer,  with  the 
protection  Which  Congress  could  promise,  woold 
work  with  spirit,  confidently  expecting  a  con- 
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stadt  remaneratioa  for  their  labor..  Whether, 
bowerer,  thb  protectibn  shouM  be  affordeid  by 
[>ountles^'or  by  prohibitory,  or  protecting  duties 
jpoD  all  articles  wbieb  the  country  can  prodace; 
)r  in  whole  or  in  part  hf  loans,  as  recoiBmejpded 
)y  the  present  Sec'reUry  of*  the" Treasury,  .the 
subscribers  will  not  presume  to  point  out.  We 
p^ili,  however,  state  that^  as  capital  is  much 
wanted  by  nvecbanies  and  manufacturers,  a  com- 
tination  of  those  Means,  might  be  attended  with 
alutarr  eflFects. 

As  eltizens^  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,'  permit 
IS  to. add  a  few  considerations,  arising  out  of  the 
ocal  situation  of  out  country^  Kent\ieky  is  rich 
a  soil,  but  remotely  situated  frpm.  the  seats  of 
ommerce.  Her  proximity  to  Indiana  and  Ohio 
objects  her  (o  cobtinufd  drains  of  treasure  for 
he  purchilse  of  the  United  States'  lands.  Large 
urns  of  money  are  annually  seh^  off  for  Toireigii 
roductions>;  and  the  merchants  of  4h^  United 
ttalea^  wlm  are  the  real  collectors  of  the  revjpfllue, 
ay  otir  .duties  to  the-Tre^sury. .  Protected  as  we 
re  by  th6  'strong  arm  of,  and  attached  to,  the 
Txuoo,  with  thj^  arrangement  we  are  satisfied, 
^ut  when  the  fisheries  of  New  England  are  not 
nly  protected  by  duHes;  \>ot  encouraged  by 
ounties ;  when,  coroparatively'speaking^no  pi^h- 
c  moneys  are  expended  here,  but  all  at  Wash- 
igton  and  on  the  seaboard,,  for  the  support  of 
(oyeroment  and  the  protection  .of  A  commerce, 
1  wbiebt  frpm  our  local  add  insulajr,  situatipi^, 
re  cannot  participate ;  we  think  we  haye  a  right- 
rl  and  justdaim  to  some.indemnlficaiioo;  and 
lis  can  only  be  given  to  us  by  encour9glng  ahd 
rotecting  our  interod  industry.' 

Wherefore,  we  pray  that  Congress  will  t«^e 
lis  subject  into  consideration,  and,  as  in  duty 
jund,  we  shall  ever  pray,  Ac. 

LEWIS  SANDBES. 
;  And  one  hundred  and  twelv^  (^hers. 


SINKING  FUNIJ 

[Communicated  to.  the  Senate,  Febraavy  4»  1811.] 
The  Commissioners  of  t|ie  Siqking  Fond  te^ 
)ee tfuUy  jraf^ort  to  Coo^ireas,  at  foUewa  i 
Tha<  the  neaauivs  whidh  ^aveheea  aiKthoriflad 
f  ih9  bipard.'  subaeiiiieBt  to  thtit  (^t  report,  of 
le  dd  of  February,  1810,  ap  iar  aa:  the  tame  hart 
lea  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  ih^  Kpor,t  of 
la  Secretary  df  the  Tremry,  to.  rtua  boftffd|4lated 
le  firal^  diyr  of  the  preheat  mooth«  and  lo  the 
atenaeots  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
MiamiiCtd,  and  prayed  to  be  reeeiv^  as  part,  of 
its  weotofU  *  .   ..    ' 

Q.  ChlNTON,  BreMem  cf  Smta^e. 

ISLBMTH.SkereUmiifSiaie. 

A.  GALLATIN,  Se/rv  TreoBury.^ 

C.  A.  RODNEY,  AU^y  Qen.  U.  &* 

WASBtlfOTON,  .^.  2,  1810.  . 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
orts  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 
11th  Com.  ddSsas.-^! 


That  the  balance  of  moneys  advanced  on  aocoant  of 

the  public  debt,  leoikainiag  nnexpeiided  at  the  clo«e 
''of  the' year  1808,.  and  applicable  to  paymenb  falling 

due  after  that  year,  which  balance,*  as  appears  by  the 
'■Utement  B^  annexed  to  the  laat  annual  report, 

amoupted  to  -        -        -     .  -      $651,103  83 

T<>g^ther  with  the  sums  disbursed  da- 
.ritig  the  year  180^,  frOkn;the  Treaa- 
'  ury,  on  account  of  thi  principal  and 

intefeel  of  the  public  debt;  which 

smne,  as  appears  by  .statement  C, 

annexed  to  the  last  annual  report, 

amounted  to  .       -,        -        >-        <>      6,^12,698  53 

^    And  amountingy  together,  to      •  f  7,108,801  86 


'  Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  foHowing manner: 

L  There  was  repaid  into  the  Trettsury,  during  the 

year  1809,  on  account  of  the  pnneipaJ  o^  moneya 

heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  foreign 

^   debt«  as  appears  by  {he  statement  %  ahnexed  to  the 

l&at  annual  report  a  sum  of  - 


II.  The  suma  actually  applied  during 

. .  the  same  year  to  the  payment  of  the 

principal  andi,  interest  of  the  public 

*  d&bt,a8  ascactain^d  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Departmenty ' 

.  amount,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
,   ment  A«  to  $6,742,708  97,  vis: 
1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt,  including  the  last  id-  ' 
'  'stalment  of  the  Dutch 

debt        -        -        -  $8,82^,564  06 
%.  Paid  on  account  of 
Uie  interest  abd  char-        ^   . 
gesonthepdUicdebt    2,917,144  91 
•*  ^ 

m.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  year  1809^  and 

•  applicable  to  payments  foiling  due ' 
^  i^r  that  year^as  ascertained  by  ac- 

countfjrendered  to  the  Treasury  De- ' 
partment,  amounted,  as  will  appear 


f93  80 


6,742,708  97 


by  the  fiitatement  B,  to 


860,999  68 
97,108,801  86 


That,  daring  the  year  1810,  the  following  disbnise- 
meats  were  made  oUt  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  viz : 
I.  On  account  of  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 

domte'tit  fonded  debt     -        -        -'  $7,157,298  08 
JL  On  account  of  (he  interest  on  the  . 

Louisiana  stock,  and  on  exchanged 

and  converted,  stocks,  payable  in 

Europe    >     •    .   -        -        -       •         844,674  86 

AmOtanling,  together,  as  vrill  appear 

hy  the  annexed  iMt  of  warrants, 

.  marked  C,  to        -       -      .  •    .  - 


98,001,972  48 

■  l^  r 


Which  disbarsementswere  ma^e  out  of  the  following 
fhnds,  viz :  *  -     ' 

L  From. the  iunds  constituting  the  annual  appro|>ri- 
ation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  far  the  year  1810,  vii : 
From  Uie  fund  arising  from  the  interest  on  the  debt 

tranferred  to  the  credit  of  the  Conmiisnojura^ajLt^ 
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'Sinking  Pond,  a« per  Btotement  I    -  $1,^46,578  84 
f  loni  the  fiind  arisiBg  from  the  salet 
of  public  Itnds^  bei^  the  amount 
peid  ikto  the  Treasni;  from  Ist  Oc- 
tober, 1809,  to  30th  September,  1810, 
.  w  per  statement  K         •        -        •        072,417  90 
From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  ^oods, 
wares, '  and  merchandise,  imported, 
and  on  the  toniiage  of  vessels    -   J    -    6,679,916*47 


Amounting  to 

Which  sam  of     -        •    7,998,919  21 

Together  with  the  sum 

advanced .  during  the 

year  1809,  on  account 

of  tii0 '  appropriation 

in  -the   year    1819, 

amounting,  as  per  last 

annual  .i;eport,  to       -  ,        1,087  79 


7,998;919  SI 


Makes- the   amount  of 
'  appropriation  fi>r  the 


year  1810  • 


.  $8,000,000  00 


n.  From  repayments  into  the  Treas- 
ury on  account  of  advances  to  Commi»> 
doners  of  Loans,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  E,  viz: 
Repayment  of  principal  advanced 'from 

the  Treasuiy   -        -     .  $3,639  37 
Interest  recovered         -  421)  86 


3,060  S2 


8,001,972  43 
That  the  above-mentioned  disburse- 
ments, together  with  the  above  stated 
balance  which  remained  unexpend- 
ed at  the.  ploee  of  Uie  year  1810^  of        360,999  €i 


And  amounting;  together,  to      •        •  $8,362»972  1 1 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  repc^^,  in 
conformity  to  the  accounts  which  fhall  then  have  been 
rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department 

That,  in  the  mean  while,  the  manner  in  which  tl^ 
said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimatedi  as  fpUows :  . 
I,  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury,  on  acoount  of 

the  principal,  have,  during  the  year  1810,  amounted, 

as  by  the  above  mentioned  statement 

E.  to  .....'.  $s,e«9  «7 
IL  Hie  sums  actually  «ppUed,  diiring  > 

the  year  1810^  to  tLa  principal  and^ 

interest  of  the  public  debt,  are  esti-  - 

mated  as  follows:  '         .       .    .    . 

1.  Paid  in  reimbunemeht  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debtr  and  including 
the  whole-  oi  the  exchanged  six  per 
cent  stocjk        -        -  $6,163,476  93 

2.  Paid  oh  account,  of 
interest  and  charges 

on  the  same      -        -     2,698,664  10  . 

—    7,862,141  03 

As  win  appear  by  the  estimate  F. 
m.  The  balance  which  remained  unex-       ' 
pended,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1810, 
and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  After  that  year,  is  estimated,  per 
estimate  G,  at  •        -        -        -       498,19171 


$^,362,972  11 


That,  In,  cenformity  to  the  reeohition  of  the  ( 
sioners^fthe  Sinkii^Fupd,  of  April  S6tli»  1 810,  there 
was  reimbureed,  at  tiSie  dose  of  the  year  1810i»  the  rssi- 
due  of  the  exchanged  six  pe^  cent  stock-,  amovBtxug 
to  $3,761,126.26;  which  sum  of  $3J61,125  36,iQait 
a  part  of  the  sum  of  $6,163,476  93,  above  staled,  ts 
the  amount  of  Qie  principal  of  the  publw  debc  reaa- 
buisedin  the  year,  1810. 

And  that  the  statement  H  exhibits  the  uaoimt  of 
'eto6k  transfened  to  thid  Commisaiodera  of  the  9b^kimg 
fundf  and  to  the  Treasnier  of  ^  Unked  **-——  ^ 


trust  for  said  States,  and  standing  to  their  credift  on  Iha 
books  of  the  TreAsuiy,  on  the  list  Dacember,  1^19.  ■• 
Mocks  having  been  transfenred  in  pfyneat  te  teds 
during  the  yeaii  1810.  <-  ' 
All  which  hi  respectfUiy  submitted* 

ALBERT  QALLATHL 

T^SASmT  D^PARTN^lTTt  /V6.1,-18ll. 

[TivB  tabv^Ai^  statements  ave  omitieii.} 


SETTLERS  ON  THE  fUdLIO  I^AriDa 

[Communicated  tb'Uie  House,  Janoaiy  9, 18II.J 
'  Trbasitbt  Depabtmeht,  yon.  7, 181L 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ia  oftedieace 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepreseotattTes 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  respectfully  jreporta : 

That,  io  cQQformity  with  the  proWifioosof  the 
act  ^'  to  prevent  settlements  beiDg  made  on  kftda 
ceded  to  the  >Unit.ed  States,  uotil  author^ed  by 
law/'  the  Registerr  of  jhe  Und  districts  east  and 
west  of  PearljH^erj  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
were  ihstfucted  to  give  public  notice  of  the  act, 
and  to  invite  persons  who  had  settled  on  the  public 
lapds  to  avail  themselves  of  tl|e  permbsion  granted 
to  them  by  the  aet  to  remam^  as  tehanu  at  wiQ, 
on  their  si^liing  decli^rations  that  they  laid  no 
claim'  to  the  Ignd.  Copy  of  which  instructions 
(marked  Ai>is  hereto' annexed. 
.  Tbat  it  will  appear,  from  the  letter  of  the  tUg- 
Jster  of  the  I^iKid  Oflice- west  of  Pearl  rirer^dated 
28th  of  March,  1807,  and  from  Ibe-traoseriptaoC 
permission  granted  in  that  districtto  aoehaeakR, 
(copies  of  whicht  marked  B,  B  2;  and  B  3,  are 
hereto  annexed,)  that  they  did  ^efallv  eoadlf 
wiik  the  provjsionabf  the  Iaw;aad  si^n  toe  dmf> 
rgtioiu  rei|ulii«d  from  theml 
<  That  im  ioforaiafitoa  of;  a  sphae^jqaoi  date  km 
bei^  received)  reapeeting  iiunuioBa  ott  tlw  poUie 
lands  in  thiM  ^istrict^  Mr  ia  U.baliAved  ti|itMcli 
if>tf  odera  are  mimecona,  or  by  any  etaim  le  tka 
land,  thQ^H>Bly  excepted  wl|o  deirCre  their  daim 
from  certain  ^peeiet  of  Bcltiah  end  dpaniih  graatBi 
on  which  Goqgreair  haa-i{iot^et  mi^  a  final  do^ 
cision: 

That  no  TBtarnsaf  penaian^Nie  giMitetf  eaai  «f 
Fearl  river  were  received  from  the  late  Rcfittar 
of  that  Xjand  Office,  and  thait  the  term  for  grant- 
ing them  had  expund'hefore  the  pfeaeatR^ris^^ 
was  appointed  to  that  oftce. 

Tliat,  althnugh  no  official  ioformation  has  been 
received  by  this  department  respecting  tha  nnin- 
her  of  inlrnders,  in  that  4i8Uict,  which  inclades 
all  the  settlements  on  the  river  Mohikr  it  ia  saffi- 
cientljr  known  that  they  are  more  nnmeroita  than 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


im 


APPBNDIX. 


i28e 


SeiiUf^  m  the  PMie  Ltmitt. 


in  aoy  dther  iMirt  0f  the  Mtssisdipin  TerritcHT'; 
but  that  it  has  never  been  Moig^ested  that  any  of 
them  hiid  any  claim  to  the  land. 

Tl^t  the  measures  taken  prior  to  the  year  1810, 
for  carryings  the  prorisions  of  the  lav7  mto  effect 
ill  Madison  county,  are  detailed  in  the  report, 
made  oti  the  15th  day  of  December,  lQOd,~to  the 
House  6f  Representatives,  and  which  is  respect- 
fully referred  to. 

Thar, '  ioformatioB  haying^  been  sttbseqpently 
reeeiyed  that  the  cjmm  of  Mioha«l  Harrison,  a 
Yaaoo  elaimaiic,  WasierWed,  iand  that  he  re> 
raatned.on  the  land,  the  subject  was  aeain  laid 
before  tile  President,  and  the  infortnation  ctftm- 
muaicated  to  the  Secretary^of  War,  as*  wilt  ap- 
pear by  the  eprr^pofidenee,  (marked  CJ    " 

That,  no  power  being  Tested  in  the  Secretary 
6f  the  TreMury,  or  In  any  of  the  laud  officers,  to 
take  any  nreasunes  for  tlie  removal  of  intruders, 
tile  actual  orders  given  ih'|his. instance-to  that 
effect  did  not  fall  within  the  province  of,  aiid 
were  not  transmitted  by,- the  Treasury  Depart- 
meni. 

'  An^  th^}  aa  it  is  not  made  the  pftttibular  duty 
of -asy  local  officer  toenfioree  the peaahiesim* 
posed  .by  tHe  laW,  it  neeewarily- follows -thai  the 
eril  is^eitber  che^ke<f  in  Its  first  be^nning,  nor 
knowtt  to  the  Executive,  until  its  magnitude  has 
become .sueli  aft  to  require,  f>i^  its  suppreitoton,  the 
appiieatioD  of  military  for6e; 

All  which  isffspeeifuUv  sublnitted. 

ALBERT.  GALLATIN. 


C/opy  of  a  letter  £rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamiy  to 
Thomas  WHliams,  Em.;  Regiator  of  th^  Land  Offiiie 
west,  and  Nioholu  Ferkuis>  £«iM  RegWter  of  the 
Land  Office  east,  of  Pearl  rive^. 

TftBAevAY  DiPJUtTMttirr^  Jlfaro^  28, 1807^ 
Sib:  1  enetoee  the  copy  of>  An  aet  toprerent 
seuIemeAts  beiog  made  on  laiide- -ceded  to  the 
Untied  8cate8,-«ntil  a'ucbbrized  by  liw.^  ' 

It  iriheveby  enacted,  lst«  That  pcrBooe who  had 
settled  on  thejtablie  landabefotetlie  paatiu^of  tlie^ 
att,  Maioh^,'  1807,  and,  did  on  thai  day  teMdVoo 
the  i^atme^  may,  by  applicatioa  to  the  R^gisterj  or 
to  tbe^EUirlMerV  upmal  deplity,  obtaii^  on  eer^ 
tahi  c6ii^tioiis,'  pefflHseten  lb  re«iam  en  'Bqck' 
iaoda* 

M.  That  it  aball  i>eliiWul'fo?  iW  Pretideat  of 
the  Uaited  8tates  to  rembve^  all  thoae  whe  may 
settle  on  the  land  after-  the  pasetng*  oi  the  act)  or 
^o,  being  settled  prtvioos  thereto.  8h«Ul4i0t,  be« 
^tire  the  list  day  of  January  nei^t^  liave  obtained' 
permimoB  to  rtaiain  therewi^  ta  the  manner 
fthove-ndentioned*  Ptaalties,  and  a  (erfeiture  of 
^ay  ^posed  title,  are  also  aunexed  fcc.tlie  ofifence, 
on  whieh  I  will  not  dwelt,  as  the  firat^mientiened 
provitioaa  of  the  act  ave-thoee  which  you- are  to 
«»ny  into  effect.. 

X  ou  wtll  plea^  to  appoint  at  many  persons  as 
you  may  think  fit  te  receive  applications,  assign* 
^Qg  to-  each  sueh  persoa.  a  tract,  desigtiatHigj  by 
precise  botmdfries,  either  one  or  more  ecmaties, 
o»  a^  certain  number  of  tewothipi^  so  as  to  render 


the  applications  eisy  to  eacli  settlet.  ToU  niar 
reserve  to  yourself  a  certain  di^ict.  in  whica 
you  may  receive  the'applications'yourself,  or  a)^ 
point  a  peiBon  for  that  district,  as^  will  be^t  suit 
your  own  convenience. 

The  persons  thus  appointed  must,  as  well  as 
yeurselr,  publish  the  substance  of  theact^^so  that 
the  settlers  may'know  generally  thAt4hey  will  be 
removedj  and  exposed  to  penalties,^  if  they  dp  not 
apply  for  permissions,  jand  that  new  settlements 
are  altogether  prohibited.  ■  Whenever  an  appli- 
cation is  made,  it  should  speoify,  with  precision, 
the  tract  applied'  fer,  (not  exceeding  three  faun- 
dred'and'twenty  acres ;}  and  If  the  li^nd  has  been 
sarveyed,  the  application  must  be  for  one  or  tw6 
quarter  sections,  to  be  specially  designated.  As, 
however,  fiwAi  ignorance,  the  parties  may  not*  be 
able  always  to.db  this,  they  mpst  jbe  assisted  by 
|hie  officer  in  framing  Ithcr  application ;  and  even 
rafbi'mal  ones  Ynust  not,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
rcjlested.  provided  ihey  state  the  water-courses  oa 
which  tne  land  lies;  the  3ate  of  the  improvement, 
and  by  whom* made.  At  the  foot,  or  on  the  back 
of  therapplication^otbf  thi^  permission  hereafter 
mentioned,  (he  party  mast  sign  a  declaration  in 
the  folrm  annexed,' (A). 

All  the  appHeations  receive^  by  the  persons 
appointed'by  you  mij^t  be  transmitted  to  you.aud 
you  will  thereupon  grapt  perntission^  of  tlie  lorm 
(B ;)  duplicates  being  signed  by  the  parties^  and 
retained  by  you.  , 

The  applicaiions  atfd  permieaions  rau«t  be  en« 
tered  on  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose ;  but  it  is 
not  oeeeasary  that- they  should  be  recorded >at 
lai^e.  A  regifter  of  the-form  (C)  wiQ  be  saffi- 
ciem,and  by  ea^brsifig  on'  each  applicatioa  and 
permtaaion  .its  number,  they  may  be  always  re- 
ferred tp  from  the  i'egi^ter. 

It  is  possible^  that,  from  .the  extent  of  your  die* 
triidt,  ei^d  tke^  ineoovenience.  and  dblay  arising 
from  ^able  tntusmissfon  to  and  from'  you,  of  the 
appMcatioae  and  permissions,  you  may  think  it 
more  eligible  to  authorize  at  once  the  persoae 
appoiated  by  yoa  to  grant  the  permia^ons.  This 
yon  may  do.  Bat  iq  that  caae^  you  must  trans- 
DMt  to  sych.  persdns  the-  necessary  iastractions, 

Kd  forms  B^bd.C;  (the  form  A,  they  must 
ve  at  aQ  fiteBAM\)  they  must  sign  the  permis- 
j^ions^iu  their  own  names,  adding  the  woras  '^for 
A.B,  Regitter  of > the  Laud  Office  of  —  5^*  aad 
they  niust,  <ni  the  l$t  of  Jajiimry  next  transmit 
to  you  theRegister^e  applications  and  dupticatee 
of^rmissSons;  signed  by  the  partiesr  You  will, 
as  sooA  thereafter  as  may  be,  atate  to  this  Depart- 
meat'the  number  of  applicatiooft  and  permtsstons, 
and,  wheire  the  land  hasi)een  surve^red,  transmit 
a  list  pf  the  tracts  for  tHifeh^  permissiour  hare 
-b^git^.'  ^ 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  such 
persons  as  may  have  formed  settlements  suhse- 
qpefnt  to.  the  date  which  would  entitle  them  to  a 
right  of  pre-emption,  cannot  refuse  to  sign  the 
required-deriaratioB)  since  they  do  not  Jay  any 
elaim  to  the  land-;  and^^thbut  pretending  to 
encoui^ge  their  expectations,  a  cheerfol  com- 
pliance oa  their  part  with  the  law,  by  sieniag 
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the  law,  and  thns  ackoowled^ing  themselves  to 
he  tenants  at  will  of  the  United  States,  would 
not  certainly  injure  thcfir  cau^e^ 

As  to  the  persons  who,  having  obtained  pre-' 
emptions,  whh  that  they  may  be  coiiverted  into 
donations,  it  is'soffidieot  to  observe,  that  the  pre- 
sent law  is'lnapplicabfe  to  them ;  for  their  claims 
being  recognised  and  confirmed  as  pre •eqp'pt ions. 
they  cannot  be  disturbed  in  their  possession,  a nrd 
are  positively  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
law. 

Congress  having  directed  ^peciaf  reports^  to  be 
made  of  all  complete  British  grants,  duly  filed 
with  the  Register,  but  not  confirmed  fbr  want 
of  a  settletnent,  before  27th  Ootob^,  1795,  and 
alao  of  all  incomplete  title9>  which  wotild  haye 
been  confirmed  bad,  the^  not  been  granted  to 
minors;  these  two  descriptions' of  ielaiiiri  must 
be  viewed  as  being  still  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature;  and  claimants  of  eithi^  djp- 
aeription.  who  h^ve,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
present  law,  made  settlements  on  lands  thus- 
obimedf  will  not  be  distorbed,«thobgh  they  may 
not  sign  the  declaration  teqaired  by  tliV  act.. 
The  President  has  also  iiutrueted  me  to  say,  that 
a  represenution  having  been  made  to  Congress 
in  favor  pf  persons  claiming  under  incomplete 
Spanish  titles,  not  confirmed  for  went  of  actua) 
settlement,  on  ^he  27th  Oc.tober,  1795,  which  re- 
presentation has  not  yet  been  decided  ubon  by 
that  body,  he  will  not  order  chtim^otsof  that  de- 
scription, who  have,  prior  to  the  pastitig  of  the 
present  law.  settled  -on  lands  thus  daimed.  to  be 
removed  till  after  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  ^  Bat  this  indulgence  wUi  not  be  ex- 
tended to  persons  forming  settlements  after  the 
passing  of  the  act,  nor  must  it,  by  any  means^ 
be  construed  as  giving  any  sanction  whatever  to 
tke  claim.  > 

It  nay,  perhaps,  be  useful  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  intention  of  the  President,  as  it  relates  to 
these  several  desoriptionvof  persons. 

The  certificate^  contemplated  by  the  last  sec-. 
lion  of  the  act,  must  be  eznressed  in  the  vefy 
words  of  the  act,  and  will  be  given  by  yon  on 
the  applidation  of  either^  the.  person  acting  as 
marshal,  or  of  the  attorney  prosecutfnj^  for  the 
United  States.  But  as  |he  President  ha^  nor  yet 
Issned  any  instructions  on  the  subject  of  remov^ 
ing  the  iatradersj  it  is  not  probable  that  any  such 
nimieatioa  will  soon '  be  4nade«  It  will  b^  desir* 
nnMjinthe  meanwhile,  that  *you  should  obtain, 
through  the  channel  of  the  persons  whom  you 
wiU  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  reeeiViDg  appltoa- 
ontions,  or  in  any  other  way.  an  estimate  of  Uie 
nnmber  of  intruders  on  the  public  lands  in  youf 
district,  and  also  whether  any  of  them  lay,  or 
pfietend  to  lay,  any  claim  to  the  land. 

And  I  have  to^  re()uest  .that  ydu  woald^  from 
time  to  time,  give  inforotatton  both  to  this  De- 
partment and  to  the  officer  acting  as  marshalfOf 
any  new  .intrusions  which  may  take  place. 

Should  any  application  be  made  for  a  lead 
mine  or  salt  spring,  you  will  be  plehsed  to  traiis- 
mit  the  s^me  to  this'ofliee,  together  with  your 


bpiaieoof  the  terms  on  whidh  it  niigbt  be  proper 
to  lease  the  sarnie,    I  am,  dbc^ 

■      .  IpT  ", 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oiet 
west  of  Pearl  river  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Traamr. 

Lano  Office  wcdT  of  Pbabl  Rivia. 
Augwt  10, 1807. 

Sir  :  I  hav6  delayed  acknowledging  the  neetpt 
of  your  letter  of  tho28th  March,  cofecio^  an  act 
for  the  prevention  of  settlepi^nt  on  pobhe  kadi, 
until  I  coul^  have  it  in  ihy  power  to  gire  yot 
some  account  of  |he  measures  parsned,  fa  orair 
to  carry  sdch  of  the^  provisions  of  that  lair  into 
effect, -as appear  to  have  been  pa^ticnlarly  ii  foir 
view. 

Instead  of  selecting  a  number  of  depntiei  in  tke 
different  parts  of  nay  district^  for  the  parpoMof 
receiving  applications  and  issuing  perfflittioaii 
thhught  it  the'b^er  coarse  to  appoint  partieour 
plaees,  along  on  the  front iers^ where  I  could  meei 
the  people  in  person^  and  soften,  as  far  as  mi- 
sible,  the  irritation  thts  law  had  ezeited^aad  to 
explain  (away  misrepresentatiop^  if  aof  wett 
afloat,  i  have  just  returned  from  tkb  i^fiec, 
and  am  ha|^p)F  to  inform  you  that  tbe  experioeit 
has  done  justice  (o  my  expectations.  So  fu 
from  withessiog  any  irregularity,  t  foaod  wAr 
ing  bat  a  disposition  to  comply  prompdy  vitk 
the  law.  This  islo  be  attributed,  not  lo  myfee 
bfe  ieffbrts,  but  to  the  good  sense  and  tempenoc^ 
of  the  people,  amt,  above  all,  to  that  sooodJU- 
publican  chaxim,  Ihata  law,  althoagh  itmty  Ik 
deemed  a  bad  one,  is,  nevertheless  until  repelled, 
sovereign. 

It  ctfnnot,  however,  he  denied,  that  they  were, 
and  still  are,  ahirmed  at  some  of  the  prorisian 
of  this  law;  and,  indeed,  from  theif  sitoatioa,rtB 
impossible  they  shdold  be  otherwise.  8oyj 
those  settlers  commenced  thetr  iiaproMeett 
three  or  fomx  years  ago^  under  aO  imprexf^  w 
the  lands  wotfld:be  open  for  sale  ia^diMttuit. 
They  ha»e  continued' to  improve  fKMiie««wfi 
aiid  are,  now  seriously  apprehensive  ihti«^«' 
tatow  will  compel  fhem  .to  psy  for  tkeir  •«■ 
labor.  Let  it  be  ^reeoUected  that  those  lett^ 
were  not  iiftruders  in  the  stlrict  seaaeof  thew«ri. 
la  seating  themselves  gin  the  bod,  their  fie«> 
were  to  purchase  whenever  the  United  fin** 
would  aeli ;  and  they  have  beea  extrenilratf' 
ions  for  the  arrival  of  this  period.  Whet  it  "> 
considered  *that  the  Only  boon  they  sik  rf  »• 
Government,  is  to  purchase  for  a  fcwia  f^  ^^ 
^ideration.  i  think  it  may  be  truly eaid,  "eytfK 
but  little  indeed  >  and  it  is  to  be  siBeereTy  reftei- 
ted  that  thi?  litcie  should  be  withheld,  i^ 
with  a  warmth  on  this  subject  which  "f^f^ 
ness  will  excuse.*  I  have  been  ameng  ^^^^^ 
pie.  In  them  1  ,see  iadustvioaft  citixeo^  r^^I 
and  honorably  engaged  in  the  acqoisiiios  «  » 
.eompeteace  for  their  families,  and  firailiftt*^'^*? 


quiet  their  fears^  and  put  their  aaxiettfs  i 
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weald  re>peetf«lly  tUfeeft,  thai  a  right  of  pre- 
•enptioii  »  the  oaly  thing,  xindet  all  cireum- 
ttaiMei)  calctilated  to  produee  those  happy  effiKrts. 

There  are  a  number  of  settlers  on  lands  which 
faaVebeen  adjudged  bf  the  commistiooers  to  be 
an tedtted  grants. 

I  hare  declined  ^antinj^  permissions  to  <set- 
tlers,  until  I  could  receive  instructions  firom  you, 
giriog  them  assurances  that  those  instructions 
would  arrive  in.  time  to  enable  them  to  comply 
with  'tb^  la  w,  if  your  decision  should  be  that  they 
are  within  iter  purview.  I  ^halLleave  this  place 
th^  day  after  to-morrow  for  Richmond,  to  attend 
at  Burr's  trial:  from,  thence  1  shall  proceed  to 
Washington  City.  In  the  meantime,  I  shall 
leave  my  office  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Parke  Wal- 
ton, whose  knbwiedge  o^  business  and  ze^ilous 
fidelity  will  prevent  any  public  inconveniepee 
from  my  absence,  and  will  insure  a  prompt  obe- 
'dience  to  all  iaatruetions  which  -niay  iasue  frorA 
the  Treasury.  -       .     -       » 

I  ha7«  the  honor  to  b^,  with  high  coi^sidera- 
iioa,  yoarmost  obediant  ser?ant) 

THOMAS  H.WILUAMS. 

A.  Qallatin,  Esq.,  Sec*ry  of  the  Trecuury. 


C. 
'Corrmpofuknu  rmjtfuUng  the  Mruder$  in  Mtiditm 

county 9  J£$M9hpi  Ternilory,  ^ub^equtni  ioik^  rt- 

port  of  the  16/A  December,  1809,  to  the  Hbuee  t^ 

BqMreieHkiihe0. 
^ztrmetof  a  letter  Mm  John  Brabia,  Esq.,  Receiver  of 

Public  Moneys  at  Nashville,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  dated 

Ara!L30,181^' 

The  people  ofM^dbon  county  complain  yerj 
mdcli  in  having  to  pay  so  ^eavy  a  Und  tar  thi5 
year :  the  money  is  to  be  coltected  by  the  1st  Sep- 
tember; and,  indeed,  many  of  them  are' almost 
tinable  to  pay  jt  without  inconv6nienees»  The 
late  decision  of  the  Supreme  Cowrt  has  occasioned 
•  ^eat  deal  of  clamor  here  abftcit  Cox's  chim. 
f  hare  assured  th^  people  to  rest  content;  that 
they  wiH  keep  the  mnd  they  purchased,  in  defi* 
•nee  of  any  other  claim ;  though  seme  of  the 
Attrehasers  are  yet  t^oeasy.  1  went  down  lo 
Madiaon  county  a  few  wees*  aga,  to  satisfy  them 
aa  far.  as  I  oould,  which  had  a  good  effect ;  nqt- 
wichstandingall  this,  people  are  storing  land  in 
the  office  here  almost  every  diay ;  resting,  very* 
.properly,  their  confidence  in  the  General  Cfovem- 
meat  to  make  them  good  titles.   ,, 

Extract' of  a  letter  from  WiUiam  Diekinsoay  Esq.,  Re- 
gimimr  of  the  Land  Office  at  Nashville,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  dated 

JuWB  9, 1810.  • 
I  also  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Wil- 
liam H.  Winston,  Esq.,  clerk  of  the  county  court 
of  Madison.  The  account  he  gives  has  been  con- 
^rmed  by  several  other  letters  to  the  Receiver  of 
JPublic  Moneys  and  myself. 

It   appears  that  manv  nertons  hare  recently 
^orehased  from  Michael  Harrison  lands  whicn 


have  bi^en  sold  under  the  anthority  of  the  United 
Siateft. 

That  some  few  who  bad  purchased  from  the 
United  Stated  have,  in  order  loqoiit  their  claim, 
purchased  also  from  Harriso;)^ 

That  the  purchasers ^ from  Harrison  havegtteii 
warning  to  purohasers  from  the  United  States,  to 

Sire  immediate  possessioof;  this,  I  am  informed 
as  grvj^n  much  uneasiness.^ 

Harrison  is  making  considerable  sales,  and  ex- 
hibiie  the  litte  decleion  in  the  Suprisme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  confirmatipn  of  his  title. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  the  sales  here  wilt  he 
very  ieconsidembre  her<^after.  The  late  decision 
in  the  Supreme  Qoort  of  the  United  States,  viz: 
Fletcher  vs.  Peck,  ha«  been  industriously  circa- 
laied  by  the  claimants  from  the  St^tp  of  Qeor- 
gia,  and  all  possil^e  meitns  made  use  of  to  impresa 
on  the  minds  of  the  pepple  an  opinion  that  this 
decr^on  completely  confirms  their  title,  in  oppo- 
sition to  that  oif  the  United  States. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  that  fi^w  who  hare 
purchased  at  this  office  will  favor  Harrieoa'a 
claim ;  but  the  nnmber  of  residents  without  eer- 
tificatiea  or  perroissi^o^  is  considerable^  and  fren 
that  clkss  he  will  draw  his  principal  support. 

I  propose  to  attend  the  court  m 'Madison  on  the 
Ist'Kfonday  in  Jdy.  Whatever  infor auction  I 
may  procure,  I  shatCim mediately  after  my  return 
forward  on  to  you. 


Bxtract  of  a  letCsr  from  W^.  H.  Winrtim,  Baq^  Okik 
of  Madapan  Qonoiy  Court,  dated 

May  2e.  1810. 

<  At  this  time^  nothing  is  talked  of  here  but  Hat* 
tisanes  cilatm ;  a  ^at  number  of  pertooe  huTe 
^oi^e  in  froni  Tarioua  parts  of  Virginia  and  pur- 
chased from  himy  lands  previously  sold  by  the 
United  States ;  and  those  claimants  h#ve  oraerad 
off  the  purchasers  under  the  United  States,  which 
hoa  oceasion^d  much  uneasiness. 

Very,  little  land  /will  be  sold,  until  a  change  In 
the  public  sentiment  ukes  place  relative  to  Uar- 
rison^s  claim^  fi^  favor  of  Which  I  fibd  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  the  people  in  this  country. 

po^y  of  a  letter  fri6m  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treanuy  to 
theSecretaiy  of  War,  dated.    • 

JuN6  27^181(K 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor-  to Vncloee  a  letter  from 
the  Register  of  the  Land'Qffice  of  Madison  ooanty. 
showing  tbie  necessity  of  an  early  ekeeution  ot 
the  intended  removal  of  intruders  in  that  county. 

There  are  two  classes  of  persons,  who,  accord- 
ing to  l|iw.^an'not  be  removed,  viz :  1.  Those  who 
have  purcoased  lands  from  theUnited  States.  2, 
Those  who,  having  si^ed  the  requisite  declara- 
tions, have  received  written  permissions  to  remain 
on  the  land.  Although  every  individual  of  either 
description  may  shpw  evidence,  hi  writing,  of  hia 
right  to  remain  on  the  tract  he  occupies,  I  haire 
directed  copies  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
the  War  Department,  of  the  returns  bothof  salea 
and  permissions:  These  will  facilitate  the  ne- 
cessary discrimination ;  und  in  order  to  prevent 
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4Uiy  mistake,  Wiliiaio  Diojuoo.  {UgUter  of  tbe 
Land  Office,  and  resfdiog  at  Nashville,'  will  be 
Mi»uf:«oted  M>  furnish' the  oiS«eci  companding  the 
^etaclMoeBt  with  a  supplemeDtarjr  Ust  of  the  mW 
subsequent  to  the  returns  lust  receired,,i(i|d  with 
Uiat  (u  persona,  i(  any,  who  iDay  have  obtained 
fei;misuons/and  not. been  returned  to  thisofilee. 
These  obserTations  apply  exdusiYelvto  persons 
residing  on  those  lands  purchased  both  frooi  Qie 
Cherdtees  and  Chickasaws,  which  foua  Madison 
oouiiity.  No  sale  has  been  naade  or  penbission 
heen  granted  by  the  United  States,  to  rem»itt  ou 
any  part  of  the  lands  lyiag  west  of  Madison 
county,  which  were  ceded  by  the  Cherokeeib  but 
are  not  included  in  the  Chickasaw  pimrchase.  I 
have  the  honor,  dpc. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  lilecrstsiy  of  the  TMssvury  to 
the  SMetary  of  War,  dated 

July  2, 1810. 
Sib  :.  In  conformity  whh  the  intimation  given 
in  my  4etter  of  the  27ih  ultimo,  Ihave  now  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  you  lists  of  those  two, 
daseas  (^persons,  who^  according  to  law,  cannot 
h%  removed,  from  the  public  lands  in  Madison 
county.    1  hava  the  honor,  dbe. 


Extract  of  a  letter'  fioom  John  Br|Lhaii,£a).,  ft^giitar  df 
the  Land  Office  at  Nashville,  tb  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  dated  . 

\-    -  jcKi  4, 1810. . : 

I  afi  aom  4o  say  tlnit  ^e  *tnim  of  Ziehailsh 
Cox.  in  Madison  ,cauniy,  iemakinga  very  consid- 
emble  noise,  and  creating  oiuch  confusion  there  \ 
CoKuiel  Al.  Harrisoo,  whoyat  nsMeain  Madison 
county,  sppeats  to  he  the  principal  and  most  ac- 
tive person  in  the  btmaessw  I  am  informed,  fcgr 
rasnectaUa  amhoitty,  thkt  h&  is  aelling  «ut  his 
claim  to  lands  thtre,  and  that  ha  has  be^ain'vley- 
ing  the  lands  sold  by  him  under  the  title  of  Coi, 
and,  in  some  instances,  th^  land  sold  by  the  Uni-' 
ted  States  at  the  lale  public  sales  in  this  pb^oe.  If 
Colonel  M.  Harrison  ia  permitted  to  remnun  in 
Madison  county,  it  viU  he  productive  af  great  In- 
ivry  to  the  aales  of  lantls  under  the  Ujiit^  States, 
br  ]>eople  will  thereby  be  induced.to  believe  that 
his^itle  to  t^e  land  is  good.  It  would  b^  well  if 
hacouM  be  ren^oved  out  of  ^e  cpuAtry.  A  num- 
ber of  fteople  would  yiet  enter  jand  in  Madison 
caunty^  H  they  could  receive  positive  asafuraoce 
that  they  would  hold  the  lands  when  the  last 
inatalnMst  was-  paid.  An  assurance  of  this  kind 
woqM  -have  a  good  effect.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 


IJ 


p.  S.  If  Qovmmeni  would  onnoye  every  par- 
son ^«t  of  Madison  county.  eicepCvSuch  as  mmt 
pHUAohased  af  the  United  States,  u  would  he  de- 
sirable, and  .would  check  the  gtowiag  evil  there 
in  its  infanay^ 

Bxiract  of  a  letter  from  John  Brahan,  Raceirer  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Na8hTi|le,  tb  the  Seaetaiy  of  the 
Treasnryy  dated 

June  5, 1810. " 
,  I  wrote  you  yesterday  that' Colonel  Michael 
Harrison,  claimiufr  under  Zachariab  Cox,  dbc, 
was  again  selling  out- lands  in  Madison  county 
under  that  title.  .  It  is  said  a  namber  of  peofNte 
have, purchased  of  him,  and  are  settling  there:  if 
they  are  4iot  immediately  removed,  it  may  he 
troublesome  to  remove  them  after  a  while. 


V4^  of  a  letter  ftaai  th^  Secretaiy  of  ikm 
'     ^         toUieSecretatyof  War,  dated 

July  5, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ^enclose  copies  of  leC- 
tejts,  r^ive^^  by  Ibia  day's  mail  from  the  Re- 
ceiver of  Puhlio  Moneys  at  Nashville*  »a  order 
that  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  President,  whe- 
ther i^more  speedy  removal  of  Michael  Harrison 
and  his  adherents,  than  had  been  'contemplated, 
M§hs  not  be  diieatad.    I  have  the  hanoi^  4e. 


Extract  t>f  a  letter  from  William  Pixon*  Bagiilsr  c€ 
the  Land  Office  at  NashviUe,  to  fheSecratsxy  of  Iha 
Tji^easury,  dated 

Jw.y  30,1810. 
jBiar:  I  h^ieiaith  enolose  the. returns  for  the 
month  of  June ;  a  few  sales*  were  made  daring 
that  mo;tth  ;  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  impres- 
sion made  on  the  minds  of  the  peopi?,  by  the  late 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stated.  The  impression  is  now  nearlv  done  away, 
and  the  minds  of  the  people  generally  quieted  aa 
to  their  titles.  The  speculations  also  which  I  no- 
ticed in  my  last  ape  nearly,  perhaps  eatirelyg  al 
an  end. 

Cx«nct  of  a  letter  from  Mm  BrdMi,  Bm.  to  Hie  8kie- 
retary  of  the 'Treasury,  dated 

July  12, 1810. 
t  discover  t1ia(  Colonel  Harrisoa*a  claim,  un- 
der Uox,  is  becoming  more  silent,  and  people  are 
again  entering  kinds  ii)  the  office,' more  brtskly^ 
than  was  the  case  some  weeks  ago. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  COUGRESSj 


?Afi(8£D  AT  THE  THIRD  d£88I0N  OP  THE  ELEYENTB  CONGRESS,  ^EGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  tHE  CITY  OP.  WASHIiyGTON,  bECEMlBER  3,  1810. 


A  A  Aet  to  ftuHiodM  the  tmisporfetion  of  certain  doe- 

umentt  free,  of  postage. 

Be  U  enaeied  by  the  Senate  and  Bouite  qfR^- 

reBentatives  of  0&e  United  Statee  of  America,  in 

Oongtees  aeeembled^  That  the  members  of  Ooo- 

greas.  tbe  Secretary  pf  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of 

the  Hous^  of  Represeotatives.  be  aoi}  they  ar;6 

b^reby  Tespectireiy  aathorized  to  transmit,  ^ee 

of  postAj^e,  t)ie  Meesaj^  of  the  President  of  th^ 

tlnired  State»<of  the  6th  ^f  Decemberj  on6  thoa^ 

sand  eight  hundred  ami  te^,  and  the  docdments 

ftccc^mpanying  th^  same,  primed  by  ord'er  of  tbe 

Seiiate  and  h^  or4tvr  of  the  Hou^e  of  Represent- 

atir^'to  ani^post  office  within  the  iJnited  States 

jattd  Territories  thereof,  to  which  they  may  direct, 

aby  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstaodidg. 

J.  B.  VARNUM, 

SpeakerpffkeHon^eofAepraentaiite^.  \ 

PEO.  CLlf^TON, 
llee-Preeidenttfthe  United  States^  and 
President  (fihe  Senate., 
ApproVed  Decertiber,  17, 1810. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Act  making  an  additional  approprbttion  to  anj 
a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  rehef 
.  protection  of  dietremea  American  seamen>  daring 
tbe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc\  That,  for  supplying  the  de- 
fieiefie]r  to  the  appropriatidn  for  tbe  relief  aud 
protectioa  of  aietrMed  Anieriban  sefttnen  \n  for- 
eign coiHitrif%  daring  the  year  otte  tbowMind  e^ht 
hundred  and  ten,  the  further  sum  of  sevf^tyrsix 
tbousand  dolla/s^xq  [^  paid  odt  of  any  moneys  in 
tbe  Treasurv  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and 
tbe  same  is  nereby  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  7, 181j^. 

An  Act  to  contimie  in  fiirce  fbr  a  larther  time  tbe  first 
secCioB  of  the  aet,  entitled  «  At^  act  farther  to  pro- 
tebt  the  commerce  and  ^seamen  of  the  United  States 
aipalcist  tbe  Barbery  PewlEhrs." 
Be'  -it  enaete^  #c.,  Thai  s<^  mu^b  of  the  act 
passed  on  tbe  tweiity-ilftb  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  huadred  and  four,  entitled  ^An  act 
furtber  to  protect  the  comtnerce  am)  seamen  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,^' 
as  18  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act, 
and  which  was  reVired  aUd  continued  in  force 
for  the  time  therein  meiitioned,  by  an  act,  entitled 
**An  motto  reviTe  and  continue  in  force  for  if  Atr- 


tlier  time  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^  Air 
act  ftirtfaer  f o  protect  the  coi^mercc  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,* 
passed  4>n  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  continued,  in  force  until  the  foi^rtl^  day  of 
Biarch.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve : 
Proidded,  however y  That  the  additional  duty  lai^ 
by  the  said  sectron  shall  be  collected  on  all  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  liable  to  ^ay  the 
same,  as  shall  have  been  imported  previous  to 
tbiit  day. 
Approved,  January  7;  1611. 

An  Act  to  fix  the  eoaipeiisatien  of  the  additional  As- 
nsCant  PestmiMter  General. 

Be  it  enacted,  jtc^  That  the  additionalAssiat- 
abt  Po^ioakster  ueneral,  authorized  by  the  act 
*^  regrulating  tbe  Post  Office  fistabltshment,"  shaA 
rebeitre  an  annual  salary  c^f  sixteen  hundred  jdol- 
hirs,  payable  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury  of  thb 
United  StatesT,  to  be. computed  from  the  timeal 
which  he  mery  have  entered  upon  the  execution 
of  the  dttlfies  of  his  oflKce. 

Approved,  January  17, 1811. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  Secretoiy  of  War  to  ascertain 
.  and  settle^  by  the  appointment  of  Conuniseionersy  tbe 
f    exterior  line  of  the  piiblic  land  at  West  Point,  with 
th^  adjoining  proprietor. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  Tl^at  the  S^ecretary'of -War 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  the 
exterior  lipe  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  in 
tbe  Stkteof  NewlTork^nowin  dispute  with  Tho- 
mas Norths  the  adjoining  proprietor ;  and  for  \h$X, 
parposto  to  appoint  three  Commissioners  toaster* 
tain  the  same,  whdse  determination,  or  a  mtjOi- 
ity  of  them:— the  same  being  first  approved  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States^— shall  be  final  and 
coi^lusire  in  the  premisfst  Ai^d  any  such  Qom- 
misstoner  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  and  after 
tbe  rate. of  four  dollars  per  ditoi,  for  tbe  time  ne- 
cessarily employed  in  executing  said  otMnmbaien 
or  appomtmant.  r.  , 

;Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  tnlMted,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for'the  commissioners 
who  xbay  be  appointed  uhder  this  act,  or  either 
of  them,  to  issue  process,  in  nature  of  a  writ  Qf 
subpcei^a,  for  any  witness  that  may  be  required 
6n  a  bearing  in  the  premises;  and  any  person 
duly  served  with  such  process  shall  be  bound  to 
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appeur  and  testify 'imder  tiie  like  penalty,  abd  be 
liable  to  be  proceeded  agrainst  in  the  like  inaDDer. 
as  is  provided  by  law,  iq  relatioa  to  aoy  witB,ess 
whose  attendance  is  required  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  testimony  in  any  matter 
.depending  therein. 
Approved,  Jaauaty  22, 1811. 


Xb  Act  HAking  approppati^ns  ibr  the  rapport  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  Ibr  the 
year  one  thousand  eigl^t  hundred  and  eleven. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex^ 
tpenses  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  butt- 
Vlred  and  eleven,  for  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  th,e  expense  of  fortiOc^tions,  arsenafs,  and 
armories,  the  following  sums  -be,  aii^  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriaited,  that  is  to 
aay: 

For  the  pay^  of  the  Army  o£  the  United  Stat^, 
eight  hundred  and  si  jtystii^  thousand  niae  hun- 
dred and  sixty-^tght  dollars. '      ,  . 

For  forage,  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundted 
and  fifty  six-dollars. 

For  subsistence,  six  hundred  and  eiffHty-five, 
thousand  five  liunured  find  thirty-two  i^oTiara  and 
five  cents. 

For  clothing,  two  hundred  and  niiie]ty-three 
tkousimd  eight  hundred  and  four  dollars^ 

For  bounties  and  pr^tniama,  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  idepartinent,  fifty 
thousand  dollars.        7         .    . 

For  camp-equipage^  fuel,  tpbls,  and  tran«poft»- 
tion,  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollari. 
For  ordnance,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  fortifications,   arsenals,   magiazines,  and 
armories,,  including  two  thousand  dollars  for  such 
a  number^of  additional  i^ilitary  storelceeperaas 
miiy  be  required,  two  hundred. and  seventy-six 
thousand  forty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents. 
For  purchasing  (naps,  plans,  books,  and  iastni- 
ments,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  contingencies,  fiftv  thousand  dollars. 
For  ihe  salary  of  clerics  employed  in  the  mili- 
tary agenu' offices,,  and  in  the  office  of  the  inspec- 
tor of  the  army,  three  thousand  fire  hundred 
dollars.  ! 

For  the  Indian  department,  one  hundred  and 
&rty-s^x  thousand  fiwe  hundred  dollars. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  fartl^r  enacts.  That  (he 
several  sums,  specifically  appropriated  ty  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  pfany  .monevs  in  th6  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  February  0, 1811. 


An  Act  making  vppropriatiene^  tike  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven.^ '  .      . 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  for  diffaying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  the 
following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriated,  that  is  ,to  say : 


For  the  pay^and  subsistence  of  tbe  officers,  mnd 
pay  of  the  s^men,  s^ven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and  nihetj  ddlars. 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  medicines,  instruments^  and  hospital  stores, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For,  repairs  of  vessels,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thocjsand  dollars. 

Fbr-freight,  store-rent,  and  all  other  contingen- 
cies, one  hundred  thodsand  doUalrs. 

For*  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
including  provisions  for  those  op  shore  and  forage 
for  the  staff,  one  hundred  tfnd  thirty-eight thoa^nd 
two  httud'^  ftnd  fifiy-eix  iloUara  and  niaelf 
cents.  *      »       ' 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  thiKy-aeTea  tJboa- 
sdnd  nine  hundred  doUiajs  and  ninety  cents.    • 

For  militarv  stores  for  the  .sltme^  one  tkoasaad 
three  hondre(iL  and,  ninety -six  doliara  and  twenty* 
five  cents,  ^ 

For  medicines,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expeqa^  on  aooouot  of  the  stek 
belongiqg  to  the  marine  cprps,  three  thposand 
dollars. 

For  quartermasters' and  barrack  master^  store^ 
officers'  travellioff  expenses,  anxlorer&^  and  eaa- 
penlers^  bil^  fuel,  premiums  for  «olistiaff  meo, 
tnusi^al  instruments^  bounty  to  masic,  and  other 
bootingent  expenses  of- the  marine  corps,  fifteen 
thousand  dolttors. 

For  the  expenses  of  navy  yaxd^  eonipiising 
docks  and  other  improvements,  pav  of  superin- 
tendents, storekeepers,  clerks^  and  iaborct]s,  seven- 
ty-five to  busand, dollars.  • 

Fo^  ordnance  and  smatllAxms,  aiztx  thousand 
dollars.       '  .  V. 

Sec.  2.  And  be,  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums,  specifically  appropriated   by  this 
act,  shall  be  (>aid  out  of  apy  moneys  in  the  Tren- 
sury,  not. otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  FeT)ruaty  7, 1811. 

An  Act  providing  fot  the  finai  sdj^istmetit  of  claims  to 
Undi,  and  for  the  s^  of  the  puhKe  luids  in.tiw 
Teiritories  of  Orieant  and  Looivanarir 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  tbe  following  aiJ^v- 
Slices  and  compensations  shall,  be  made  to  "the 
seteraloffioete  appointed  for  the  purpose  ofas- 
eertaining  the  rignts  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana;  whiek 
Allowances  and  coinpeaaation  shall  be  in  full  for 
all  th^ir  services,  includin|p  those  rendered  sinoe 
their  salaries  respectively  ceased,  that  is  lo  aav: 
To  each  of  the  cooo^missioners,  and  to  eanl»  of  the 
clerks  of  tbe  boards,  fifty  cents  for  «acb  daim, 
duly  filed  according  to  lan^,  which  remained  un- 
decided on  the  fir^ -dayof  Juij^  on^ihousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  on  whicba  decision 
has  been  made  subsequent  to  that  da y^  or  shall 
hereafter  he  made,  whether  such  decision  be  la 
favor  of  against  the  claim:  «rhich  allowance  of 
fifty  cents  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  from  li^e  to  time,  and  on  receipt 
o(  the.  transcripts  of  the  decisions  and  of  the  re- 
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poits  ef  claims  ool  fintllf  obofirmed,  at  themne 
may  be  (rauMDitted  by  %he  boards  respeetirely  to 
the  Secretary  -of  tbe  Treaaary  accprding  to  law. 
To  each  of  the  said  conmiissioiiersand  oiefkaafur* 
iber  alloirance  office  hundred  dollars,,  to  be  paid 
after  the  completieo  of  tbe  bosioess  of  eacJi  of 
the  boards  reapeotively,  to  the'  Dfiicel*«  then  io 
■office.  And  to  each  of  the  traAaiaiors,  at  tbe 
rate -of  sir  hiuidred  dollars  a- year /and  aot  to  ex* 
ceeed  in-t&e  whole  Tor  each  the  term  of  eig hteen 
months :  ProwifUd  ahaofe^  That  the  above  taea- 
tiooed  allowance  of  fifty  cents  for  each  claim  de- 
cided ttp6D^  shall  not  -be  made  to  any  of  the  com- 
mif^ioDerr  who  may  be  absent  at  t^  time  of 
sDcb  decision ',  the  attendai>ce  of  each  to  be  certir 
fied  by  the  cleric,  or  by  a  majority  of  the  l^rd : 
And  provided  alg0^  That  no  allowance  shall  be 
made  (o- any  agent  heretofore  employed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  any  perjod  of  time 
subsequent  to  the  time  when  such  ag^at  cetf9^ 
to  act,  or  wHentfae.boaf4  ceased  to  receive  evi- 
dence. . 

Sec.  2;  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
two  principal  deputy  ^rveyors  of  the  Territorv 
of  Orleans  shall,  and  tbey  ar^  hereby  authorized, 
in  surveying  and  dividing  such  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  saicl  Territory,  which  are  or  may  be 
authorized  to  be  surveyed  and  divided,  as  are  ad- 
jacent to  any  tiver,  lak^  creek,  bayou,  or  water 
course,  to  vary  the  mode  heretorore  prescribed  By 
law,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  contents  of  tracts,  and 
to  tbe  *  angles  and  boundary  lines,  and  to  lay 
oiit  the  same  into  tracts  as  far  as  practicable,  of 
fifty-eight' poles  in  front  and  four  hundred  and 
sixiy-fiy?  poled  in  depth^  of  such  ^hape^  and 
bounded  by  such  lines  as  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try will  render  practicable^  and  most  convenient : 
Provided^  however^  That  such  deviations  from- 
the  ordinary  mode  -of  surveying  shall  be  made 
with  tbe  approbation  of,  and  in  conformity  with, 
the  general  instructions  which  may  be  ffiven  to 
that  effect  by  the  surveyor  pf  the  public  lands 
aouth  of  the  State  of  Tenniessee. 

&BC.^  And  be  U  further  enactedf  That,  for  the 
disposal  of  theland^of  the  iJaited  States  lying 
in  tbe  eastern  land  district  of  the  Territorv  o( 
Orleans,  a  li^nd  office  shall  be  established  at  New 
Orleans;  and  that  forthe  disposal  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  lying,  southof  Red  river  j  in 
the  western  land  distritt  of'tbe  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, a' land  office  shall*  be  established  at  Opd- 
Ibusas  J  ^nd  that  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  lying  north  of  Red  river,  in  tfie 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  land  office  shall  be  estab- 
lished, which  shall  be  kept  at  such  place  as  the 
Ptesiwit  of  the  Untied  States  may  direct.  The 
iigister  of  the  western  land  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory pf  Orleans  shall  wetk  as  ^effiscer  af  the  land 
office  of  Opelousas,  and  as  on^  of  the  eom^issioii- 
#18  fgr  ascertaining  the  rig htaofpersonselaiaaiiig 
lands  in  any  pUrt  of  the  said  western 'land  dis- 
tt'wu  And  for  the  land  offiice  north  of  the  Red 
rtver,  a  register,  and  for.  each  of  the  ««id  three 
offices^  t  reaeiferof  public  mokiays  t^balt  heap: 
pointed-,  who  shall  give  secnritr  in  the  same 
auAiktr*  in  the  ahmaaaiM,  aad  wmm  'cpmpeiia»- 


tions,  emolaments,  duties,  and  authority,  shall 4n 
every  respect  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  laiiAs 
which  shall  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are. 
or  may  be  provided  by  Jaw,  ii  relation  to  tka  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  th»- 
several  offices  e^tabHshed-^  for  the  dispotal  of  the  . 
k«^ds  of  Che  United  States  in  the  Territory  of 
Missinaippi^ 
,  ^mo,4.  And  U  UJurtker  enacted^  That  the 

S>wefs  tested'  in  the  Pr^sideo^  of  the  United 
tates  by  the.eleventh  section  of  the  actj  entitled 
^An  act 'SUpple^ieBtarT  to  an  act,  cfntitled  'An. 
act  for  ascertainitig  aod  adjnstiog  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  "Territory- of  Orleai^s, 
and  the  distriot<of  Louisiana,"  passed* on  the  twen- 
ty*first  daf  of  April,  one  thonsand  eight  httndr«4 
and  six,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  lying  in  . 
the  western  district  of  tho  Territory  of  Orleans, , 
and  all  the  othe^  provisions  itiade  by  the  iiaeae 
section,  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  and  for  ob- 
taining patents  for.  the  same,  shajl  he  arid  the 
same  are  hereby  in  every  raspect  extended  to  the 
public  lands  lyingin  the.  eastern  district  of  the 
Territory >f  Orleans. 

Sec.  5k  An^  he  it  fiaiker  enacted,  That  every 
person  who,  eit^te  by  virtoe  of  a  Frenjch  or  Span» 
4sh  graiit,  recognised  by  the  laws  of  tbe  United 
Sutes,'or  uBd«r  a  .^laiad  eeofirnied  by  the  com- 
misaioiiers  appointed  for  the  piti:pose  of  ascerui»- 
ihg  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  kinds  in  the 
Tetritory  of  Orleans,  owHs  a  tract  of  land -bor^ 
deriag  on  aay  rive>.  creek,  b^yoli,  oc.  water- 
course, itl  the  ^d  Territory,  and  not  exceedioff 
ii^  depth  forty  arpens,  French:  n&easure,  shaU 
be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  beoonnn^  the 
^purchaser  of  any  faoant  trad  of  land  adja- 
cent to^  and  baeV  of.  his  own  tract,  901  ex»> 
ceeding  fort)r  arpens,  French  measnre,  jn  d^pth. 
nor  in  quantity  x>f  lattd,  tha^  whteh  is  contained 
in  his  own  tract,  at  the  sattie  price,  and  an  tha 
same  tei'ms  and  conditions,  as  arej  or  may  he  pro* 
vided  by  law  for  the  other  pablic  lands  in  the 
said  Territory.  And  the  principal  deputy  sur- 
vejror  of  each  district  respectively,  shall  be  and 
be  is  hereby  authorized,,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  tlve  surv^or  ^f  the  public  lands  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  caute  to  be  sorvejred 
the  tracts  claimed  by  virtue  of  this  section ;  aiid  in 
ail  cases  where  by  reason  of  bends  in  t^e  river, 
lake,  creek,  bayou,  or  water  comrsa,  hording  oft 
the  tract,  an4iofadjacentclaims of asimilar  natore, 
each  clahnaat  cansat  obtain  a  uaet  equal  in 
quantity  to  the  adjaeeot tra;:t  already  owned  by 
him,  to  divide  the  vacant  land  i^pplicable  to  that 
obj^t  between  the  acveral  elaiaiaats,  in  snch 
d&anner  as  to  him  will  .appear  moet  eqniuble : 
Pr<nnded,  hdwepir.  That  th^  right  of  pre?emption, 

S anted  by  this  seetion,  shall  not  eMend  so  iar  in 
ipth,  as  to  iadudalaads  fit  for  eullivatioa,  bor- 
dering on  pother  river,  craek,  bayoi,  or  water 
coorae.  And  every  person  enuft&ed  to  the  heaefit 
of.  this  secitoi\  nbaU,  within  thrae  years  after  the 
date  of  this  act,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the 
proper  land  office,  a  notica  in  writing,  tftatin^  the 
situation  and  extent  of  thetract  of  land  he  wishes 
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ptf  BMDtB  for  the  fftmey  at  tht  tine  gii4  tkaes 
wlucb  ura  or  majr  be  i^aeribtd  by  kw  for  the 
d^poeal  of.tbe  ocb?r  public  kiida  in  tbe.vaid  Ter^ 
f itory :  the  time  V  hkt  .delirering  the  notice 
alereittid,  bf  mm  considered  as  the  date  of  the  par- 
eraser  And  uaay  such  perMn  shaU  Ikii  to  de- 
ItTer  8«oh  notice  witbia  tne  si|id  |>ertOd  of 'tbfee 
years,  or  to  make  sucb  payment  or  pajmbatp  at 
tbeJime  aboye^nentioQed,  his  rifbt  or  pre-emp- 
tion skall  eeave  and  beeoofiB  Toid;  and  tbe  land 
mar'tliereafter  be  parcbaeed  by  aaf  6tber  persoii 
in  the  same  manner  and  tm  tiie  #ame  terms  as  are 
Off  may  be  provided  by  kw  For  th^  sale  of  other 
public  knds  in  the , Mid  Territory. 

Bec.6,  And  be  it  Jiaiher  enatM,  T^t  the 
land  offices  established  by  virtdft  of  the  fbtfrth 
section,  of  this  act,  shall  be  opened  on  the  first 
day  -of  January,  6ne  thoQsaad  eight  hundred  and 
twelTe,  for  the  sale  of  all  the  public  lands,  with 
the  exception  of  section .^n a mbct  sixteen,''^pf  the 
salt  ^ifigs.  and  laad  conti^vops  thereto,  and  ot 
the  tracts  renarved  for  the  support  of  seminaries 
•f  learnmg,  as  hereinafter  provided,  which  shall 
have  been  preriously  surveyed  and  th^  surveys 
thereof  vecurucd  according  to  kW  }4  the  regkteis 
of  the  kki  offices  respectrrely ;  and  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  one  thoosaad  eight  bandied  and 
•waive,  for  the  .nale  of  such  of  me  n^bHc  kfi&, 
Which*  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  cannot  be 
surveyed  in  the  ordiaary  way,  and  are  ciubraced* 
by  the  provktoos  of  the  il^ird  sectloa  of  this  act, 
as  shall  ^av$,  at  leaiTt  six  weeks  previaus  to  the 
Mid  first  day  of  Febroary,  one  thousatid  eight 
habdrfd  and  twelve,^be€a  a4vertked  ior  sale  by 
the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the 
Suta  of  Tennessee,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Prestdent  of  the  Unite48ta«es.  Tha  public  sales 
foe  the  lands,  subdivided  into  quarter  sections  ia 
tha  ordinary  way,  shall  be  held  for  one  calendar 
month,  under  the  svpdrioteudence  of  the  i*e£ister 
and  receiverx>f  each  land  office  respectively,  and 
'  of  either  of  the  surveyors  of  pubiie  tand«  south. 
.  of  Tennessee,  or  of  his  pincipal  deputy' smrVev^ 
la  the  district,  who  shall  each  receive  six  dollars 
for  each  day's  attendance  on  the  same ;^  and  no 
tracts  knd  shall  be  sdd  at  said  public  sales,  for 
a  leiv  pfiee  than  that  whif  h  is  or  may  be  pre-* 
aeribad  by  law  fm  ihe  sak  of  bnbUc  kiids  in  the 
Missittippi  Territory.  And,  rrom  and  after  the 
ifst  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  any  traci  which  has  been  thusofllered 
for  sale  at  public  sale,  and  rtasaites  unsold,  as  well 
as  any  tract  of  k&d  ernkqaced  bv  the  prxmsions 
of  the  thirdseotton  of  thkact,  t^e  «ile  of  which 
k  autherized  by' this  aectioa,  ouy  be  dtepoeed  of 
at  private  stk  by  tha'regkter  iof  the  land  office, 
for  tha  sauia  arke  whkh  k  hr'  may  ba  preseribed 
by  kw,  for  the  aak  of  tha  public  kn^s  i^i  the 
Mississiapi  Territory.  AU  tha  laads,  sold  [by] 
virtue  ui  thkeaotioa.  shall  ia  every  ether  respect 
ba  •M  ou  the  same  tennis  of  paymdnt  and  condi- 
tUms.  ia  tha  iame  manner,  and .  Ufnier  the  same 
r^ktioas,  aa  arc  or  may  be  preserved  by  law, 
for  the  sak  of  pu Midlands  in  the  Mississippi  Tei^ 
rttory:  PromUdy  however,  Tfhat  in  case,  of  an 
application  teiag  made  at  the  samti  tiuw^  for  the 


'  purchase  at  private  sale  of  the  same  tsactaflMid 
by  twty  or  more  persons,  one  of  whom  did  acMarl* 
ly  inhabit  aad.onltivate  such  tract  of  )aad  at  the 
time  x4  pissina  thk  act,  and  still  eoatiBuea  to  im- 
habit  and  eoltivate  the  same- at  the  tioaa  uf  aaak 
ap^ieation.  the  peeferenee  shall  be  given  to  4ka 
Parana  thus  iafaarhitfoa  and  ^ultivatiag  anek  tnet 
of  knd :  And  promded^  also.  That,  till  aftar  Iha 
final  deeisioa  of  Congress  thereon,  no  trad  of 
knd  shall  be  oflered  fi^  eak^.the  elaiia  to 


has  been  ia  due  time,  and  ac<^rdiag  to  kw.  jpea* 
seated  to  the  register  of  the  land  offioe,  and  skd 
in  his  office,  for  the  purpose  <of  being  inveatigated 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  parppae 
a;  ascertainiag  th^  rights  of  persona  eiaimiM 
lundff  itt-the  Territory  of  Orkans,  or  whicb  skafl 
have  beei^  loealed  by  or  for  Major  Gknerai  Ua- 
fayetteraccordtugtokw.      ' 

Sec.  7:  And  be  it  firiker  enacted^  Tbat.  k 
addftioo  to  the  township  alr^atly  reserved  for  tbat 
pnlpose  by  law,  in  the  western  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  and  which  shall  be  located 
sooth  «f  Red  river,  another  entireitown^ipslttll 
he  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  north 
of  Red  river,  for  the  use  of'.a  seminary  of  feara- 
ing,  and  also  an  entire  township  in  the  Territory 
of  L^iktamij/for  the*  support  of  a  seminary  cf 
learniVig'within  the  said  Territory. 

Seo.  S.  And  be  it  fiartker  enacted^  l*hatthe 
iurve)ror  general  shall  cause  such  of  the  publk 
lands  in  ^be  Territory  of  Louisiana  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  to  be  tmr- 
veyecl  and  divided  in  the  same  manner  and  cmder 
the  same  regulations  and  limitations  as  to  expen- 
ses, as  is  provided  by  kw  in  relation  to  the  lands 
of  the  tJnited  Staltes  n9rtbwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  fiver. 

Sec.  ^.  ilac^  6e  UJurther  enanUed^  That,  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Smia 
Lvinff  in  tbe  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  land  afficr 
shall  be  established,  which  shall  be  k^at  twek 
place  as  tbe  President  of  the  United  Statea  may 
direct;  and  a  register  and  receiver  of  public  m6- 
neys  shall  be  appointed  for  said  office,  who  shall 
give  security  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  aaoie 
sums,  and  whose  compensations,  eaaolumeats^  dn> 
:ties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  he  cle 
same,  in  rektion  to  the  lands  which  ohall  be  da- 
posed  of  at  their  office)  as  are  or  may  be  provided 
for  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  regkter  and  reeeiver 
of  public  moneys  in  the  several  ofilces  eifahltsk 
ed  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uuitad 
dtate&ik>rthWest  af  th^  Hver  Ohio,  and  above  cka 
mout^i  of  Kentucky  river. 

8ec  \^.  And  he  it  fiurOkst  enatted,  ThnciAn 
President  of  the  United  Btates  be  aiid  he  k  heie- 
b^  aathorked,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper,  to 
direct  sb  mnch  of  the  puMk  knds  lykg  in  ilm 
Territory  of  Lotnskna,  as  sbaii  have  been  am^ 
veyed  in  conformity  with  the*  ninth,  aeeiion  of  tMa 
act)  to  be'ofiered  for  sak.  All  such  kads  ilwitl, 
with  the  exct»ption  of  tha  section  *nnm%er  ite- 
teevr'  whkh  shaU  be  reterted  ia  each  towndbin 
for  tbe  support  pf  schools  lahhitt  tha  mmei  wilt 
exception  ako  of  a  waot 
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•f  a  semimry  of  karoiiif ,  ts  pf^ytded  for  by  the 
e%btb  scetton  of  this  act,  und  wHh  the  neeptioD 
also  of  the  salt  fprini^  aod  lead  mhifv,  and  lands 
«ontigaous  thereto,  which,  by  the  dire^tioD  of  the 
President  of.  the  United  States,  may  be  reserVed 
fet  the f store  liibposal  o.f  the  said  States,  shall  be 
offu<ed  for  saleto  th^  highest  bidder,  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  register  of  the  lano  office^  and 
th«  reeelTer  pf  the  pablic  moileyii,  and  oif  the 
princlpttl  deputy  snTyeyor,aad  on  snch  day  or 
days  M  ahall,  by^  public  proclamation  of  tht^  Pretr 
ident  of  the  United  States,  be  d^ignatedfor  that 
purpose.  The  siles  shall  remain  open  for  three 
weeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  be  sold  fbr 
a  price  not  less  than  that  which  has  been  or  may 
be  §xed  by  law  for  the  poblic  lands  northwest  of 
the  irrer  Ohio,  and  abote  the  mouth  of  Kent«ehy 
river.  And  £hall  in  every  other  respeot  be  sold 
in  tfaots  of  the  samesise.  onithe  ^me  terms  and 
eonditions,  as  have  been  Or  may  be  by  iaw  pro- 
vided for  the  lands  sold  hi  the  State  of  Ohio. 
The  superintendents  of  the  said  public  sales  shili 
each  receive  sit 'dollars  for  each  day's  attend- 
ance on  the  said  sales.  All  the  laiitds  whlc^  have 
been  thus  offered  #nr  sale,  at  public  sale,  remain- 
ing  unsold  at  the  closing  of  the  public  sates,  may 
be  disposed  of  at  private  sale  by  the  re|pster  of 
the  lan^  office,  for  the  same  price  which  it$  or  nqay 
be  prescribed  by  Uw  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 
in  the  Suie  of  Ohio:  Provided,  howev&r,  *Fhat, 
till  after  the  decision  of  Conmss  thereon,.no  tract 
of  fand  shal]  be  offered  for  sale,  the  daim  to  whrich 
has  been  in  due  time  and  according  to  law  pre- 
sented to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  m  the  district 
of  LouisiiUifi,  and  &led  in  his  office,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  in t^sti|^ed  by  the  commissioners 
aopoiBted  for  ascertainiait  the  rights  of  persons 
claiming  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana. 
And  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all  lands  sold  in 
the  Territory  of  Louistena,  in  the  same  manner 
aad  on  the  same  terms  as  is  or  may  be  provided, 
by  lair,  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

STbc.  11.  And  be  it  futtker  enacUd^  That  the 
claim  of  the  Corporation  of  the  'City  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  corbmon  adjacent  thereto,  and  with- 
in sii  hundred  yards  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
same,  as  coofirmed  bv  the  act,  entitled  *'Aq  net 
respecting  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  shall  be  deemed  yalid, 
although  the  relinquishment  of  the  said  corporis- 
tion  to  any  claim  beyond  the  said  distance  of  sir 
hundred  y^rds,  was  not  made  till  after  the  ezpi- 
ratioQ  of  the  period  of  six  months,  prescrUMHi  by 
the  act  last  m^ntion^d. 

Sfic.  12,  And  be  it  further  etuicffd^  That  all 
navigi^ble  rivers  and  waters  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana, yshall  be,  and.forover  ra- 
ouin,  ^blic  highways. 

8bo.  13.  And  be  UJurUur  ewfited  That  a  mm 
im  ese^iag  forty  thousand  dollars  be^  and  tha 
lasEif  la  hereby  ai^propriated,  for  the  purpose  tk 
tarrying  this  aat  lUto  effect,  whi^h  sun  diall  he 
paid  om  of  uoappiopriatad  moneys  in  the  Trea- 

Approved,  February  HVltU. 


An  Act  ceneeming  the  Bank  of  Afezandris. 
Be  H  enuctedj  f  c.  That  tjke  corporation  liero- 
tofore  created,  by -the  name  and  style  of  the  Prov- 
ident, Directors,  and  Cotnpanr  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
Commoowmth  of  Virginia,  passed  in  the  year 
tavetrteen  hundred  and  ninety *two,  entitled.^ An 
act  for  establishing  h  ba^ak  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria;"  the  capital  stock  of  which  said  bank 
hath  been  increased  to  five  hundred  thousand 
doRars ;  imd  which  said  corporation  was,  by  an 
aet  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  passed  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  one,  continued  nmll 
the  fourth*  day  or  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
^even,  b^  a»d  the  safid  corporation  shall,  by  the 
nam^  aftd  style  aforesaid,  be  further  continued 
from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  unUl  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty^one,  so^jedt  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
and  made  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act. 

.  S«c.  %  And  be  UfuHher  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall,  by  the  name  aad  style  of 
the  PreiJident,  DirectoFs.  and  •  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  Alexaadrta,  be  capaWe  in  law  to  hold, 
have,  aod  porchas^,  receive,  possess,  epjoy  iMid  re- 
Uhi  to  them- and  their  successors,  lands,  rents, 
tenenaents,  hereditaments, ,  gooddt,  chattels  and 
eieetfi,  of  >what  kind,  npture,  or  ouality  soever; 
a^  the  nme  lo  gram,  demise,  aften  or  dispose 
of  J  and,  hj  the  name  aforesaid,  tnay  sue  and  be 
aaod,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  afid  be  an- 
awered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  any  court  of 
rbeoid  within  the  United  States;  and  may  do  and 
exeoutc  every  other  matter  and  thing  by  the  name 
aforesaid,  that'  they  are  authorized  to  do  by  virtue 
of  this  act:  PrefM^d  <Uwap,  That  the  kiids, 
teaements,  aod  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  president,  directors,  aUd  company 
to  hold,  shall  be  offly  a^ch  ^  shall  be  requisite 
lot  their  unaMdiate  accommodation,  in  relatioft 
to  the  convenient  transacting  their  business,  and 
such  as  shall  have'  been  b<mafide  mortgaged  to 
thoM  by  wajr  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  them  io 
satisfaction  lor  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
eomeof  thekdMings:  Provided  aUo,  That  the 
pretfidcnt  and  directors  shall  not  purchase  any 
goods,  chattels,  or  etfects,  unless  such  as  are  sold 
by  virtue  of  au  etecotioa,  upon  judgments  oh* 
taiaed  by  them,  except  such  articles  as  may  be 
neeessary  for  them  in  transacting  the  business  of 
the  bank;  but  it  jihall  b<i  lawful  for  them  to  re- 
ceive and  bold  such  securities,  goods,  chattels,  and 
^cts,  byway  oTdeposlte  fof  advances  made 
by  them  to  tfny  person  or  persons,  and,  on  failure 
01  payment,  the  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  at 
piiblu^sale. 

8io.  ^.  Arbeit  fitr^er  engKted,  That  the 
capitai  Slock  of  the^id  bank  shall  consist  of  five 
huhdrtd  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  two  hnn«> 
dred  doilcrs  each* 

Sec.  4.  An4be  Ufiuiker  enacted,  That  every 
stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  by  himself, 
his  afent,  or  proxy,  apnointedonder  his  hand  and 
•eaL^t  all  elections,  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and, 
shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he  has  shares,  as  far 
aa  ten  shares,  and  not  more  than  q 
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share  ihercafter ;  and  erer/ stockholder  may  sell 
and  transfer  bis  stock  im.thebaDk,  or  any  part 
ther«of,;  at  his  pleasure,  bovbeiogless  than  oo^ 
complete  share  or  shares ;,  the  Iraasfer  tp  be  made 
in  the  bauk  books^  id  the^  pi^esehce,  and  with  the 
approbation. of  the  proprietor  or  hb  lawful  attor- 
ney, aad  the  purchaser  then  to.be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  which  the  orLKiaal  proprietor  enjoyed. 

Beo.  5.  And.  be  it  farther  enacUd,  That  4 
meeting  of  the  stockh<>lder8,  at  the  town  of  Alex- 
'  andria,  shall  be  held  annually,  on  the  third  Moo- 
4lay  of  January,  in  every  year^  during  thecontio- 
Bance  of  this  act;  previous  notice  whereof  shall 
^  published  in  .some  newspaper,  puntCMl.  in  Alex* 
afiaria^  Richmond,  Winchester,  or  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  the  sp&ce  of  four  we^ks  succes- 
sively ;  and  the  stqckboiders,  assembled  in  con-' 
sequence  of  such  Dotici^,^shall  choqse  by  ballot, 
from  among  themsjslves,  by  a  majority  ,of  votes 
.  of  such  as  iball  be  present,  or  by  proxy,  nine  di- 
rectors, being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  tor 
Ihe  term  of  one  year  thereafter ;  aad  on  the  same 
4ay  annually;  for  and  durinf  the  con.tihuance  of 
this  act,  a  li^e  election  &ball  be  made ;  and  ia^ase 
of  refusal,  death,  resfj^nat^on,  disqnaJifieation  «r 
removal  out  of  -the  District  of  Columbia,  of  ^ny 
director,  the  remaining  directors,  at  their  next 
meeting  thereafter,  shall  elect  by  ballot  another 
another  person,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  his  pbH^e, 
for  the  residue  of  the  year.  The  directors  or  any 
seven  of  them,  sh^ll,  at  their  first  meetine  after 
every  general  e1ectioa,etecVby.a  raajoriiy  ofmeDfi- 
Ibers  pr^ent,  by  ballot,  from  among  the  steckhold-y 
ers,  a  president,  who  sball«  whether  a  direbtor  or 
not,  be.tbereupon  entitled  toaM  the  powers  and  pri- 
vileges^ of  one ;  and  if  he  was  before  a  director  an- ' 
other  director  §hall  be^leeted  as  aforesaid,  so  as 
to  keep  up  the  number  of  direotdi»,  prescribed  by 
thi?  act,  exclusively  of  the  President ;  a^d^in Qase 
of  recusal,  death;  resignation^  ta  reinoval,  out  of^ 
the  district  aforesaid,  of  the  president,  th^  dtree- 
tors  shall  meet  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  bef 
thereafter^  aad  elect  another  person  for  president, 
in  meaner  before  directed.        . 

Saq.  6.  And  be  it  farther  eruuted,  That  there 
be  a  meeting. of  the  directors  quarteHv>  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  bank,*any 
five  of  whpm  shall  make  a  board  $  and  that  the 
^oard  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time ; 
and  the  president,  or  any  three  of  the  directors, 
may  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  other  time  they 
may  think  necessarjr.   -    ' 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enactHl.  That  the 
board  of  directors  shall  determine  the  manner  -of 
doing  busln^s9,  and  the  rules  and  forms  to  be  pur- 
sued ;  appoint  and  pay  the  various  officers  irhich 
they  may  find  necessarv ;  and  dispose  of  the 
money  and  credit  of  the  baal^t  ^^  ^  ^^^  "^  ex- 
ceeding six  per  eentum  per  annom ;  and  make 
half  yearly  dividends  of  the  profiu,  or  of  such  part 
thereof  as  thev  may  think  prudent. 

Sbc.  S.'Ani  be  U  farther  enacted^  That,  in  the 
appointment  of  cashier  of  the  said  bank,  a  Ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  seven  directors  shall.be  ne- 
cessary to  a 'choice.   - 

^f:q.  9.  And  be  it  faHker  eftacfed,  TluU  the 


board  shall,  at  every  quarterly  oieeti^.  ebpoee 
three  directors^  to  inspect  the  business  of  the  buiJc, 
for  the  ensuing  three  months  i  and  tbe  inspectors 
so  chosen,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall,  on  the  evca^- 
ii^g  of  every  Siturday,  examine  into  the  slate  of 
the  cash  account, vand  all  the  notes  received  and 
issued,  and  ^e  that  those  aecounu  are  Agobiiy 
balanced  and  transferred. 

Sec:  10.  And  be  itfariher  ^nacle4,  Thmt  aaf 
director,  officer,  or  other  person  holding  any  share 
or  capital  of  the  said  stock,  who  shall  eonmitnaf 
fraud  or  embezzlement,  tuMch(ng  the  moocf  or 
property  of  the  said  bank,  &hall  be  liable  ta  be 
prosecuted  in  the. name  of  the  United  Sistes,  by 
indictment  for  the  saine,  in  any  eoart  of  lav  in 
the  district  wherein  the  offence  shaU  be  coBmit- 
ted  i  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shatif  besidei 
the  remedy  that  maybe  had  by  aetioo,  ia  the 
name  of  the  President.  Directors, 'itod  Compaav 
of  the  Bjsnk  of  Alexandria)  for  the  fraud  aforewd, 
forf<^t  all  his  share  and  stock  fp  the  said  bank  to 
the  company.   "  , 

Seo'.  11.  And  be  it  farther  enacH^  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank  hereby  incorpo- 
rated io  loan,  by  discount  oir  otlterwiae,  mote  dfan 
twice  the  amount. of  lu  capital  tiock  afitaally 
paid  in. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  farther  enacMt  That  ao 
stockholder  or  member  of  the  said  compaay  shall 
be  answerable  for  any  loss,  deficiencies^  or  iailBie 
of  the  capital  stock  of  said  b^nk,  for. any  more  or 
larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  whatsoever,  thaa 
the  amount  of  the  stock,  stocks,  or  shares,  wkiek 
shall  appear  by  the  books  jcyt  the  said  compaav  lo 
belon|(  to  him  at  the  time  or  ti mes  when  such ka 
or  losses  shall  be  sustained,  except  as  is  hereafter 
excepted)  tba!  is  to  say:  if  the  total  amoBot  of 
debts,  which  the  said  company  shall  at  any  tintt 
owe,  whether .  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  eoa- 
tract,  shall  exceed  double  the  amount  of  capiial 
stock/of  the  said  bank  actually  s^  in,' over  aad 
above  the  moneys  actually  deposited  in  ihe  bank 
for  safekeeping,  then  in  case  of'  such  excess,  the 
directors  under  whose  adoiinistration  it  shall  aap- 
pen,  shall  be  liable  for  such  excess,  in  their  Natu- 
ral and  private  capacities^  and  an  action  or  ac- 
tions of  debt  may  be  brought  against  them,  or 
any  of  them,  their  heirs,  executes,  or  admiaisoa- 
tors,  in  any  court  of  record  within  theOaited 
States,  by  any  creditor  or  Creditors  of  the  said 
company,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  jndlgment 
and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or  agree- 
ment ID  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  but  this 
shall  not  be  construed  to  exeay>t  the  said  body 
politic,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  and  chat- 
lels  of  the  same,  from  being  liable  for,  aiid  charge- 
able with,'  the  said  excess.  Such  of  tbe  dn«ctors 
'who. may  have  been  absent  when  the  said-exeesi 
was  contracted  or  x:reated)  or  who  may  have  dis- 
sented from  the  resolution  or  act,  whereby  the 
same  was-so  eontraeted  or  created,  may,  respect- 
lve(v,  exoflcfate  themselves  from  being;  so  BiMe 
by  forthwith  giving  notiea  of  tbefael^  apd  of  his 
absence  er  dissent,  to  tha  Mayor  of  the  towa  of 
Alexandria,  for  t|ie  time  being,  and  to  the  stock- 
holders, at  a  general  me^tii^  whieh  he  or  they 
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%\M  have  pow«r  to' call  for  that  purpose.  And 
ra  case  the  diff^tors.  by  whose  act  soeh  eicess 
shall  be  occasioned,  shall  not  have  property  soffi- 
cient  to  pay  the  amoivit  of  such  eztess,  then  each 
and  every  stockholder  shall  be  liable. in  their  pri- 
vate capacities  for  the  deficiency,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  shares  in  said  bank.   ' 

Sec.  IZ*  And  be  U  Jurther  enaded.  That  the 
president  and  directors  sfamU  not  Tssoe  ati^  note 
for' a  smaller  sam  than  fivedollars;  and  the  presi- 
dent and- directors  shall,  once  in  every  year,  lay' 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an  accbont, 
trulv  stating  the  situation  of  thd  bank,  and  its 
funds,  if  required/ 

Sbo.^4.  And  bte  Ufiaiher  enacfed,  that  no 
director  shall  be  ,^titl(&4  to  any  emotument,  un- 
less the  4aQM  shall  have  been  allowed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the-stockholders  at  a  general  meating* 
The  direetors  shall  make  such  comp^asatHw  to 
the  president,  for  his  extraordinary  services  and 
attendance  at  tbe  bank,  as, shall  appear  to  them 
reasonably. 

Sec.  45.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted.  That  none 
but  A  stockholder,  being  a  resident  of  the  District 
of  Colli  ml^Ha,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  president  or 
director. 

Sfic.  16.  And  be  it  Jurther, enacted^  That  every 
caskier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon  the  du'' 
ties  of  his  office,  shall  giVe  bond,  with  two  or 
more  securities  to  the  mtlsAiction  of  the  directors, 
for  his  good  benaviour  In  office. 

Sec  17.  And  le  it  fitriher  enacted,  Tk^  in 
sasfr  it  vhall  at  any  time  happi^n,  that,  an  election 
>f  directors  shall  not  be  mad^  on  any  da]^  wbeo, 
>ttr8i^aDt  to  this  aiKt,  it  ought  to  be  madie,  it  shall, 
lod  oaay  be  lawful  pir  any  otber  day  to  hold  and 
oake  an  election  of  dire<Btors;  iq  such  manner  as 
hail  hftvcibeea  regulated  by  the  laws  and  errdi*^ 
lancea  of  the  said  president  aqd  directors. 

Bbc.  is.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  |m>-. 
;es8  of  law,  served  on  the  president  for  the  lime 
>eiDff,  ahhll  be  deemed  sufficient  service,  aqd  shall 
I  vail  in  like  manner,  as  if  it  had  been  served  oB' 
ill  the  directors,  to  the  intent  and  pbrpose  of 
oaakiD^the  said  corpoiaia  -  company  responaible. 

Sfec.  19:  AMbeitfitrthereiiatted^  That  whan- 
»Ter  an]^  note  shall  b?  givep,  eon tataing  ^express 
soDsent  in  writing,  that  it  may  be  .negotiable  at 
the  said  bank,  and  th?  same  sKaU  be  endorsed^  if 
payment  be  refused  or  neglected  to  be  made,  al 
Lhe  tioae  it  shall  have  become  due,  the  like  pro- 
seed  itfgs  are  to  be  had  out  df  coort«->nd  suit  may 
t>e  proaeeoted  against  the  drawer  and  enaorser, 
jointly  or  separately,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
lame  was  a  bill  qf  exchange. 

Sec.  80.  And  be  it  Jwik^  enacted^  That  the 
mid  bank  «haU  eonttnue  to  transaet  its  business 
of  diaeouot  abd  deposits  in  the  county  of  Alexan* 
dria,  |n  the  District  of^  Columbia. 

Approved,  February  16, 1810. 


An  Act  to  insoVporale  the  Bank  of  Washington. 

Be  it  enaHed,- ^.,  T^at,  from  and  aAer  tbe- 
four-th  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  «nd  eleven, 


all  those  persons,  their  tegal  representativci  or  , 
assiflfas,  who  on  the  first  Idooday  of  SejUember/ 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  oiie  thoosand  eight  bun* ' 
dred  and 'nine,  at  the  Cityof  Wiashington,  sub- 
seribea  certain  articles  of  association,  ^and  formed 
a  cottipany  or  limited  partnership^  n^ider  the  name 
and  style  of  ^  The  President  and  Directors  of  tb^ 
fiank,of  Washington,"  and  who, on  thesaid  fourth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  ht^dred  and 
eleven,  shall  l^old  any  share  of  'the  jouM^stpek  or 
funds,  created  in  pursuance  of  the  said  articles  of 
association,  and  their  successors,  being  stockhold« 
er§  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby,  ia<- 
corportt^,and  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic, 
by  the  naoM  and  style  of  "^  The  President  and  • 
Directors  of  the  BaAk  6f  Washington ;"  and  by 
(h^t  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  ha 
implead^,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and 
be  defended,  in  courts  of  record  and  any  other 
place  whatsoever  >  tipd  by  that  name  'may  have 
.and  hold,  purchase,  receive,  possess,' enjoy,  and  re- 
min  lan«^  rents,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods, 
ehlittels,  and  eSeeu,  of  what  nature,  kind,  or  qual- 
ity soever)  and  the^ame sell, gr^i^t,deiQnse,> alien, 
and  dispone  d";  fnd  by  that  name  shall  have  suc- 
cession, doring  the  continimnce  of  this  act",  and 
may  make*  have,  and  usea  common  seal,  and  the 
same  may  break,  alter,  and  renew  at  pleaMfe ;  « 
and  shall  nave  power  to  ordain,  establish,  and  put 
in  exeoutijon  such  by-laws,  ordipances^  and  fegfu- 
lations  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  convnnient 
for  the  government  of  the  said  corporation,  not 
being  contrary  to  -law^  nor  to  ,the  coihttitutiba 
thereof;  and,  generally,  to  do  and  execute  all  acu 
necessary  or  proper  for  the  objects  of  the  said  in* 
corporation,  subject  to  the  rule|s,  regulations,  re- 
strictions, limitations,  ani)  provisions  barein*  de- 
scribed and  declared. 

Sbc.  1^.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thei 
capital  stock  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist  of «five 
buoKlred  thousand  dollars,  money  of  the  Doited 
States,  to  be  divided  into  shares'of  twenty,  dollars 
each;  of  whicn,  ten'  dollars  on  each  share  will, 
acconHng  to  the  articles  of  association  aforesaid, 
have  been  paid  before  ^he  said  fourth  day  of 
Marah,  eighteen  bondrisd  and  eleven ;.  and  it  shall 
b^  optional  wfih  any  sfookholder  thereafter  to.  fill 
up  bis  or  her  share  or  shares,  by  the  payment,  at 
airy  one  time,  of  the  residue  of  the  money  duo 
thereon,  who  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive dividends  in  future,  in  proportion  to  the  _ 
whole  amount  paid  upon  such  share  or  shares : 
Prwkded^  That  .the  dividend  or  dividends,  oo 
such  sdms  of  money  so-  paid,  shall  not  commence* 
until  the  first  day  of  the  mobth  next  ensuing  such 
payment. 

Sflo.  3.  And  WUfiurtJier  enacted,  Th«  the 
isaid  bank  shall  transact  its-bustness  in  the  City 
of  Washington^ 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
afilkirs  of  the  bank  shall  be  cbnducted  by  twelve 
directors  and  a  presid^at,  whose  place,  if  oho^n 
from  among  their  number,  shall  be  supplied  by 
that  body.  Six  of  the  directors,  with  the  presi- 
dent, sh^l  form  a  aboard  or  quorum  for  transact- 
ing all  tho  busioefes  of  tlie  icompany.    In  case  of 
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.  his  Hcluitfa  or  tk^emt^%btp[iee^  hte  plftpe  may, 
bt  supplied  by  aaf  director^  whom  he,  by  writing 
iiader  bis  band,  may  nomiaaie  for  that  put  pose  $ 
or,>U  ease  of  his  not  maktog  sack  nmniiiatioii, 
tbe  hoard  m«y  appoint  a  president  to  act  during 
bis  absence.    The  presideot  aad  directors  who 
may  be  Jo  office,  under  the  Vid  articles  p(  asso- 
odatioD;  oa  the. said  fbvrth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eleveo^jshall  coDtinue  ia  office  under 
and  byr virtue  of  this  act  ot  iocorppraliea,  until 
dihars  shall  be  duly  chosen  in  their  stead.    No 
pesBon  shall  be  a  director  or  president  wha  is  not 
a^cittzen  of  the  United  Slates  and  a  stockholder; 
a^d  a  director  ceasing  to. be  a  8U>tkhohi9r  sMl 
oeaae  to  be  a  director.    And  no  person, a  director 
of  another  bank,  sbaltbe  a  director  bf  this  bank. 
Rrety  stockholder,  being  a  cttiaea*  of  iba^  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to.  irote  at  all  elections  to 
be  holden  by  the  stockhpld^n,  in 'pursuance,  of 
this  act,  and  shall  bare  as  oaany  votes,  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  stock  he  may.  hold^  as  ibUows :  ibr  one 
sbnre,  and  not  ezceediufl^  two  shaces,  one  vote 
each ;  for  every  two  shares  above  two,  and  not 
exceeding  ten^  one  yote  j  for  ^yery  /our  shares 
above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  (hirty,  one  vote  | 
and  for  every  six  shanes  above  thirty,  and  not  eT^ 
ceeding  sixty^  one  v6te;  for  every  eight  shiires 
abeva  sixtyt  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  ofae 
vole ;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above  that  nudv. 
,ber,  one  cote.    But  no  person  or  persons,  bodies 
Qorporate,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  entitled  to  iQorv 
than  fifty  vi^tes.*  But  no  stockholder  shall  be)>er^ 
nutted  to  vote,  iif ho  hM  not  held  his  stock  two 
caieadar  months  prior  to  the  day  of  election*.  All 
stockholders,  living  in  the  City  of  Washiagtoa^ 
siMdl  vote  in  tbt  choice  of  directors  by  ballot  fa 
person;  hot  every  stockholder,  living  out  of  said 
city,  may  vote  in  persoo  or  by  a  written  ballot  by 
bim  or  her  sabMitoed  wiib-  his  or  h^  name,  and 
dnly  ackaowiedgad  before  a  jiidg^«f  a  court,  a 
joslioe  of  the  peaee^or  a.notary  pnblic:  a^oerti- 
finale  wberaof  shall  be  made  on  saidbaUot  by  the 
judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  nnbli^,  be* 
fore  whom  such  «ckn6wledi:raeat  sbaU  hp  tnade, 
and  said  ballot  shaU  by  him  be  senled  np,  and 
addressed  to  the-  Cfshaer.  of  the  bank;  and  being 
transmitted,  before  the  timeof  theelaction,  shall 
be  received  aad  counted  in  the  ^lejotioo.    Ifo 
petson  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates 
shall  be  entitled  to  vot^an  any.electioa  of  this 
cor|>orstian.'  JPratnded  mvirthelem.   That  tbb, 
'seoiion  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  altered  of 
amended  by  Goagress,in  suck  maaoer  ns  they 
may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  annQalrota>* 
tion  of  the  diseotors.    ' 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a- gen* 
eml  meeting  of  th^  stockholders  of  the  said  bnnk 
shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  pf  Janilaty, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tw^elve,  and.'en 
the  Jrst  Mon&y  of  January  in  every  year  there- 
afief,  at  such  place  as  the  president  and  directors 
shall  appoint,  by  giving  four  weeks  notice  in  one 
or  mor6  of  the  newspapers  of  th^  City  of  Wasb* 
ington^  for  the  pur|X>se  of  electing  directors  for 
the  ensuing  year,  who  shall  meet  on  thti  day  suc- 
ceeding their  eleotion,/andshatt  iflMOMbaUly 


proeeed  to  chmose  a  prudent;  and  the  ] 
and  direcioiB  for  the  time  being  shall 
in  office  until  others  sMl  be  duly  elected  in  tbtir 
places,  and  be  organized  br  the  assembling  of  a 
quorum,  and  the  choice  of  a  prestdenL  At  nil 
elections  the  persons  having  the  greatest  nnmbnr 
of  votes  shall  be'deemed  to  be  chosen.  All  dec* 
tioos  shall  be  held' under  the  superintendenee  ot 
the  prfMideat  of  the  bank  for  the  time  beittg  nad 
four  stockholders,  not  being  at  <hetime  directors. 
appointed  by  the  board  of  directors,  any  tbrae  of 
whom  shall  be  judges  thereof.  They  aimtl  im* 
mediately  therenher  notify  the  persons  elc«£ed  to 
meet  the  ensuing  day  at  the  bank,  and  «ball  uMke 
a  return  of  the  potsons  elecM  mttbnir  fine  oMec- 
i  pg«  Should  two  ^r  nwre  peraems  have  on  e^nai 
number  of  votes,  the  other  indijviduml^  eketed 
direet^Mra  shall  determine  by  ballot  from  anumg 
said  person?,  who  ;shall  be^the  director  or  dlreet- 
ors;  All  electioos  shall  be  opened  at  ten  o^loek 
lis  tbe  forenoon,  aad  dosed  at  throe  io  the  nliflr^ 
noon. 

Sbc.  Qi  And  be  it  JtMker  enaeitd.  Tbnt  ibe 
'president  and  directors  shall  have  full  power  id 
make,  revise,  alt^r,  and,  annul  all  anen  ndes. 
orders,  by-laws,  and  regulations,  for  tbe  gor- 
ernmenftorther  said  corpom'tioii|  and  that  oCtts 
officers,  servant  aad  affairs^  ae.tbey  sfanU,  froni 
timetotim^,  think  expedient)  and  tonse^  ^at^of^ 
and  dispose  of  the  capital  stock,  funds  and  pro- 
perty of  the  said  bank,  for  the  interest  and  benefit 
of  the  stockholders,. subject  only  to  the  restrie- 
tions  herein  contaii^ed^  but  the  said  bank  sbnii 
not  take,  Ibr-  discoontitig  any  bill  or  note,  more 
:  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  xent.  per  nnnnmL,  npon 
Ike  am'otHit  due  by  such  bill* ^  note. 
^  8bo.  7.  And  be  it  fiir^ier  enacted^r  That  aM 
promissory  notes,  bilb  of  exchange,  dralbi,ebeekB, 
and  receipts,  for  tbe  payment  of  money,  made  on 
behalf  of  tbe  sdd  bank,  signed  by  the  presideai. 
an^  counterngned  or  attested  by  tbe  eaakier,  skaJl 
be  oUigalory  upon  the  said  body  corporate,  and 
•  shell  possess  the  like  qualities  as  to  nqfoiinbiUly, 
and  the  bidders  thereof  shall  have  tbeCkeaciMiia 
thaveupoa,'  as  if  sucb  proiBiifovy  notes,  bitts  of 
exabange,  .drafts,  checks;  or  receipts)  bad  bean 
made-byor  on  behalf  of  a  natural  person. 

8ac«  8.  And  be  it  further  emcM^  That  the 
books,-  papers,  correspondent,  and  mds  of  the 
baak,  skali  at  all  times  be  snbjeet  totlM  iasfMO* 
tion  of  the  dtreotois.  And  the  said  piesideni  and 
direetors  shall  once  in  every  year  cniHe  to  be 
laid  befoie  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tbe 
United  Slates  an  accoeat  tifuly  stating  the  sitnn^ 
tion  of  the  bank  and  iu  funds. 

SEcr  9.  And  be  itfitr^er  endOmi,  Tbnt  tbe 
said  president  aad  directors  shaU^have  pimmt  to 
appoint  a  cashi^,  and  all  other  officers  and  ser- 
vants, for  executing  the  business  of  the  said  bank, 
and  to  establish  the  coftipensatitwr  to  be  muidfi  On 
the  president  and  all  other  officers  and  servants 
of  ^e  said  bank  respectively.  But  no  companaa* 
tion  sbeii  be  given  to  a  director  for  hie  sarviees, 
except  by  a  vote  of  the  stockholders  in  ganaiel 
meetings, 
Sn€.  10.  Jk9d  be  U  fi^rHoir  tmakd.  Tbnt  tbe 
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pnM(id»At  aad  dk^ott  9h«U  bare  pqwer  to  call 
a  general  mee'tiog  of  tli^  8lockboktefaj  for  pur- 
poses. concerDiDg  the  iaierest^  of  thp  baiuc,  giving 
at  iea&t  six  weeks  notioe  in  pae'  cw  oiore  of  the 
newsfxapers  of  the  City  of  WastiiogtOD,  speeifjring 
ID'  sucii  noilice  the  object  or  objecla  of  sueb 
meetiog. 

Sbc.  11.  And  be  U  Jurther  enackd,  Thut  the 
shares  of  capital  stock,  at  aoy  time  owned  by  any 
indLYiduai  stockholders,  9hall  be  transferable  only  ^ 
oa  the  jbooks  of  the  bank}  aocording  to  such  rul^ 
as  may,  conforinably  to' law,  be.  established -ia 
that  behalf  by  the  president  and  directors;,  bat 
all  dehts  actuaily  due-  and  payable  to  the  Jbaiik 
(days  f>f  grace  for  payment-  being  pasir)' by  a 
stockholder,'  requesting  a  transfer^  most  Im  dati»-^ 
fied  before  such  transfer  shall  be  made^  unlea^the 
president,  aiid  dire<^tiMrs  shall  dii^t  to  thecott^ 
irary. 

Svc.  12.  And  be  U  further,  endcted,  That  the 

dividends  of  the  proms  of  the, >coixipaiiy,  oc .so 

much  of  toid  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expSedi^ at , 

J  atfd  proper,  sh^U  b^  declared  half  yearly,  la  the 

;   first  week  in  May  and  Xfovember,  in  each  yea#^ 

the  amount  of  ^id  di?idena  shall,  from  time  to 

time,  b#  determined  by  the  president  ai^d  direot-, 

^    OTS,  and  shall  in  no  oase  exceed  the  amount  of 

,    the  net  profits  actually  acquired  by  the  eomiKny, 

.    sq  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  comptay 

.    shall  never  he  impaiped  by  dirid^&Js. 

Ssc  13.' And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  the 

sai4  hank  shall  fiotatjiny  ume  discoant.or  loan 

a  greater  sum  thaa  double  the  atnount  vi  the 

.    capital  stock  thereof,  which  shall  be  actually 

*    paid  ioe 

Sbg«  14.  A^  be  UJuHker  enacted,  Thatif  the 
,  said  directors  shall  at  aay  time  wil folly 'and 
^  kaowingly^  make  or.  deela re  any  diWdead^  which 
shall  iaipair  the  said  capital  stock,  all  the  direct- 
ocs  present  at  the  making  or  declaring  of  said 
,  dfvideod,  apd  consenting  thereto^  shall  oeliflLble 
in  their  individual  capacities  to  the  eompaay  for 
the  amount  or  proportion  of  sod  capital  stock  soj 
divided  bvthd  said  directors  $  and-ea^h  dirtuHor,' 
woo  shall  be  present  at  the  taakiog  ordeolariag^ 
sQch  dividend,  shall  be  deemed  to  lu^ve cooseated 
thareto,  unless  be.  abaH  iiapediately  eniec^  in 
mitiog,  his  dissent  on  the  miM^ea  ofth^'prb* 
ecedings  of  the  boards  and  gire  notice  .thereof  u^ 
the  Secretary  of  (he  Tfeaenry  of  the  Uaited 
State©. 

Sao.  IS.  A9d  be  U^jkrihet  ei^act^  Thai,  the 
bank  shall  in  no  case  oe  owners  of  any  ship^  or 
veesels,  oir. directly  or  indirectly  be  concerned  in 
trade,  or  the  importatioiaor  exportation,  purchase, 
or  8a)e,  of  any  goods;  wares,  or  merchandise, 
whatever,  except  ^lla  of  exchange,  bulUon,  stock: 
of  theCnited  States,  oc  of  ihcprpQcated  institu^ 
tioas,  and  such  ships,  vessels,  good^  mres,  or 
merchandise,  as  shall  be  truly  pledged  to  theoi 
by  way  of  security  for'  debts  due,  owing  or  grow^ 


secure  such  debts. 

Seo.  1$.  And  be  U/uriher  enacted.  That  the 
bank  shall  not  purchao^,  or  hold  any  lands,  teBe>, 
meatS)  or  oth«r  real  eautea,  other,  than  what  hi^ 


be  ^eopssary  for  the  cionvenieot  tranaaetion  of 
its  hu$iness,  unlem  such  lands,  tenements,  and  real 
estates  shall  have  been  bona  fide,  mortgaged  to 
the  bank  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in 
satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  dealings,  or  parchssed  to  secure  debts 
contfacted  with  or  doe  to  the  bank ;  ahd  ih  every 
instance  in  which  the  bank  may  become  the 
owners  oi  claimants  of  lands,  tenements,  or  real 
estates,  the  preaident  and  directors  are  empow* 
ered  to^sell  or  dispose  of  the  same,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  deem  beneficiU  for  the  said  baak. 

&:6.  17.  And  be  it JuTiher  enacted,  That  if  any 
vaoadcy  shall  at  any  time  happen  among  the  di^ 
rectoi^  by  death,  lesigaation,  or  otherwise,  the 
rest  of  the  directors^  for  the  timeheing,  shall  elect 
a  director  to  fill  the  vacancy., 

Sec.  18L  And  be  it Jwrther  enacted,  Tba^t  aay 
number  of  stockholder^  who  shall  be  pro{iHetors 
of  not  less  thf  n  two  thousand  shares,  may,  for 
aay  purpose  relative  to  the  institntien,  at  any 
time  a{^y  to  the  president  and  directors  to  caU 
a  general  meetiag  of  the  stockholders,  and  if 
by  them  refused,  thesaid  numher  of  stockholders, 
proprietors  of  iK>t  less' than  the  number  of  shares 
aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  call  a  general 
m,eeting  of  the  stockholders,  giving  at  lea«»t  sixty 
days  notice  in  one  or  more  eT  the  public  newspapers 
of  the 'City  of  Washington^  specifying  in  such 
notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  call. 

Sao.  19.  And  be  it  further  et^aeted.  That  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts,  whfch  the  said  c<>rpo- 
ratfOn  shall  at  aay  time  owe.  whether- by  hood, 
bilL  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not  exceed  twice 
the  amount  of  their. ctfpital  stock,  actually  peid 
over  and  above  the  moneys  then  actually  depeai- 
jed  in  the  bank  for  safe  keeping.,  In  case  of  ez« 
cess,  the  direetora,  under  whose  admin istcatton  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liahle  for  the  sattfe,  in  their 
bifitural  and  private  capacities;  aad  an  actipa  of 
debt  may  in  sueh.case  be  brought  affaiast  them, 
or  any^  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  exeea- 
tors,  or  admin  if  tratora^  itKWf  court  pcoperto  try 
the  san^  hy  any  creditor,  or  creditors  of  said  oer^. 
pecatiea.  and  may  be  proseetlted  tojadgmeataad' 
execution;  any' conditian,  eovenaot,  or  agree- 
ineatto  the  eontmry  notwtthstandiag.  But-  thia 
shall,  not  he  CMKMtrued  to  exempt  said  corpocalidA, 
or  the  lands,  teaefneata,  goods,  or  chattels  of  the; 
same  from  Deiag  al^io  liable  for  and  chargeable 
with  said  exdess.  Such  of  said  dlieetars  who 
itaay  have  be^a  absent  when  aud  excess  was  con- 
tracted or  created,  <»  who  may  have  dissealed 
from  the  resolatibn  or  act  wherrhy  the  same  was 
so  eoatracted'CV  created,. may  respectively  exoae** 
rateihf  puselves  from  being -so  liable  by  foEthwith 
giviqg  notice  of  the  fact,  aad  of  their  aheenoaor- 
dissent,'  to  the.SecreiaVy  of  the  Treasttty  of  the 
United  Stales^  aad  tothe  stockholders,  at  a  genenU 
meeting  which  they  shall  have  a  power  to  call  for 
that  purpose ;  and  tee  body  corporate,  hereby  erea- 


ing  due  tp  the  siaid  baok,  or  purchase/by  it  to    ted,  and  the  capital  st^k  theredf,  shall/  be  liable 


io9.  all  the  debts  and  engagements  coatraclad,  or 
which,  before  or  oa  the  said  fourth  day  of  Maroh^ 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  shall  be 
contrectedhy  the  company  Drcopartnershiphece- 
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tofpte  creaied  by  the  arttelesdf  assoeisMofr  hernia 
bdbre  meDtioned,  and  whidh  carried  on  the  bafik-* 
ing  business  under  the  name  and  gtyle  of  ^  The 
Pre^id^nt  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  WashinfT' 
ton ;"  aod  the  creditora  of  the  said'copartnership 
shall  kave  the  like  remedy,  by  aettoU)  against  the 
said  body  corporate,  as  they  l»ad  or  have,  or  may 
or  can  have,  against  the  said  co-partnership: 

3eo  30^  And  be  U  further  enacted,-Thni  in 
caseit  should  at  any  timW  happen,  that  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  bot  be  made  on  ahy  day 
when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it.oughtf  to  have  been 
made,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause 
be  oeemtd  to  he  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful 
on  any  other  day  to  hold  and  make  «a  electton  of 
directors,«t  a'meiating  to  be  called,  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the«aid  corporation.  .<    . 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
tot  shall,  to.all  intents  and  pprpo^es,  be  deemed 
and  held  a  public  act,  and  be  and'  continue  in^ 
force  for  the  tf  cm  of  ten  years,  from  and  after  (he 
fourth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoosand  eight  faundred  and 
eleven,  and  po  longer. 

Approved,  February  15^  1811. 

An  Act  iSo  incorporate  the  sobscriben  to  the  Taimtrs' 
Bank  of  Alexandria.  '^. 

Be  U  enacted.  ^,  That  the  present  sdbteri hers 
to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  as  well .  as 
those  who  shall  hereafter  become  subscribers  to 
the  aatne,  their  successors  mod- assigns,  shall  be: 
and  they  are  hereby  created  a  corporation  and 
body  politic  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Far- 
mers' Banl^  of  Alexandria ;  and  by  that  name  and 
style  shall  be  and  i^re  hereby  made  able  and  ca- 
pable in  4a w  to  have,  |)^rcba8e,  receive,^ posse^ 
enjoy,  and  retain,  to  them  and  *  their  sueeessors, 
lands,  rents,  hereditaments,  goods,  cbattela,  and 
efiects,  of  what  kind)  ,nature.  or  quality  soever : 
and  the  san^e  to  sell,  gr^nt,  diemise,  alien,  or  dis- 
pose of;  to  sue  and  b%  -sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
peadedj  answer,  and  b^  answered^  defend  and  be. 
defended,  hi  courts  of  record  or  any  other. place 
ivhatsoerer,  aubjeet  never^less  to  the  rules,  regu^ 
lations^  reatrictiona,  limitations,  and  provtston's 
(icreiiiafter  prescribed  and  declared. 

Beo.  2.  And  be  it  JUrther  enacted,  That  the 
capiul  stoclc'  of  said.eorporatloa  may  consist  of 
ive  httikdred  thousand  doUara,  divided  into  sbaree 
of  ^f  dollars  each )  and  «iib8<?riptions,  towards 
filUng  up  th^  remaining  part  6f^  said  stock  not 
already  subscribed,  may  be  opened  bv  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  banjc,  at  sucn  times  and 
5 laces,  and  under  such  r^nlations,  as  they  -shall 
irect;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  anjr  person,  a 
citizen  of  theUnited.Statei^  to  subeeribe;  and  it 
shall  be  the  d«ty  of  the  president  and  director* 
to  give  notice  in  twp  newspa|)erSj  Or  more,  pub- 
lished in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  ti^reto 
and  places  of  openfng  such  subscriptions,  at  least 
thirty  day«  previous  ^hereto 7  and  each  of  said 
aubsciiptions  shall  be  kept  open  one  day  jft. least, 
and  such  fVuther  time  as  said  directors  may  order. 


.  8tc.  3.  And  be  %t  further  enacted^  Thct  tfbe 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it 
shall  be  lawfulfor  the'  said  corporation  to  hold, 
shall  be  only  such  as  shaH  be  requisite  for  its  im- 
mediate accomtnodation.  in  relation  to  the  cott- 
veaient  transaction  of^its  business,  aiidaachms 
shall  have  been  conveyed  to  it,  in  satisfaction  of 
dehl^  previously  contracted  in  the  coarse  of  its 
dealings,  :or  purebred  at  sales  on  judgments, 
w|iich  shall  have  been  obtdned  ^  for  such  debts ; 
nor  shall  this  corporation  directly  or  indireeiJy 
deal  in  or  trade  in  anything,  except  bills  of  ex- 
change, gold  or  silver  ballioa ;  or  in  the  sale  of 
goods,  really  and  troly  pledged  fbr  money  lent, 
and  iK)t  redeemed  in  due  tim^ ;  or  of  goods  sold 
by  virtne^of  an  execution,  on  a  judgment  ob- 
Uined  by  them.  '  " 

SBC.  4*  And  bt  itfitrthe^  enactedt  That,  for  the 
I  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporatioft, 
there  shall  be  thitteen  directors,  of  wboia  there 
shall  be  an  election  on  the  first  Monday  10  Jan- 
uary, in  each  year,  by  the  stockholders  or  propri- 
etors at  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  by  plurality  of  the  totes  actually  giaea  ;  ad 
tftose  who  shall  be.  duly  chosen  at  any  electtoa 
shall .  be  ^  capable  of  serving  as  directors,  hy  vir- 
tue of  sttel\  ohoice,  until  the  end  or  exj^irauon  of 
the  Monda^  of  January  next  ensuing  the  tiaie  ot 
sqeh  dedUeii;  and  'until  others  shall  be  chosen. 
Bi^t  the  first  election  of  directors  under  this  act 
shall  w>t  take  place  optil  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
nary,  in  the  year  one  thoii^ttd  eight  hundred 
and  twelve;  and  the  said  direotors,  at  rhcir  &r$t 
meeting  after  each  election,  shall  choose  one  of 
th'(^ir  number  as  presidenL  No  person,  a  director 
of  another  bank,  shall  be  a  director  of  this  bank : 
Provided,  That  in  cas^  it  shotHd  at  nny  -time 
happen,  tnat  an  election  of  directors  shomd  not 
be  made^npon  any  day,  when  pursuant  to  this 
act  it  ooght  to  have  been  raa^  the  eorporatioii 
shall  Jiot for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dis^olr^  ; 
but  it  shall  be  lawfiil  on  aov  other  day,  within 
fifteen  days  thereafter,  to  bold  and  make  an  Elec- 
tion of  directoriL  in  such  madner  as  shall  have 
been  regflkted  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
said  corporation. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  di- 
rector shall  be  entitled  to  a^y  emolument,  vaiesv 
the  um^  shall-  have  been  allowed  by  the  atoet- 
hoUers  ata  general  meeting.  The  directors  shaH 
make  snch  compensation  t^o  the  president,  for  his 
extraordinary  attendance  at  the  bai^  as  to  then 
shall  appear  reaspnabhr. 

BwQi  6.  And  be  U further  enqoted.  That  the  di- 
teotors  fox  the  tinle  bein^  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  aucho6lcers  and,  servant  under  them,  as 
may  be  heceasarv  fbr  executing  the  business  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  them  sveh  com- 
pensation, for  their  aervic^,  rcspectiyely,  as  shall 
setin  ri^asooahls ;  and  shati  be  capable  ci  Bxet- 
cising  auch  otoer  powers  and  authorities  for  the 
well  goteriiing  and  ordering  of  the  iffitirs  of  the 
said  corporation  as  shaU  be  described,  fixed,  and 
determined  by  the  laws,  legnlations,  and  ordinan- 
ces  of  the  samef. 

Sbc.  7*  And  be  itfiurtiur  emtcted^  That  the  pret- 
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ident  and  directors  shall  determine  the  manaer 
of  doing  business,  and  the  rales  and  forms  to  be 
pursued,  aod  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of 
the  bank  in  such -manoer  as  sbaH  seem  to  them 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
j^oprietors. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  ettactpd,  That  stock- 
holders shall  TOte  at  all  elections  for  direciors^ 
by  ballot,  in  person,  eicceptnhose  who  shall  re-^ 
side  out  of  the  town  of  Alexa^ndria,  who  may 
rote  either  in  persoto,  or  by  a  written  ballot,  by 
him  or  her  subscribed  with  his  or  her  name,  and 
duly  acknowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  conrt.  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  ptiblie ;  a  certifi- 
cate whereof  shall  be  m^de  en  said  ballot,  by  the 
said  judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public, 
before  whom  such  acknowledsjement  shall  be 
made,  and  the  said  ballot  shall  be  sealed  up  and 
directed  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank ;  and  being 
transmitted  to  said  cashier,  before  the  time  of 
the  election,  shall  be  reeeired  and  counted  in  the 
choice  of  airectprs.  No  share  or  shares  shair 
confer  a  right  of  suffrage,  which  shall  not  hate 
been  holden  two  calendar  months  previous  to  the 
day  of  election ;  and  the  humber  of  votes  to 
which  each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  shall  be 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall 
hold,  as  follows :  ?or  one  share,  and  not  exceed- 
ing two  shares,  one  vote  each;  for  every  two 
shares  above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten.  one 
vote }  for  every  fbur  shares  above  ten,  and  obt 
exceedin|^  thirty,  one  vote  ;~for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty,  and  not- exceeding  sixty^  one  vote; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  ao(  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred,  one  vote;  and  for  every < 
ten  shares  above  that  number. ^one  vote;  *  but  no 
person  or  persons,  bodies  corporate  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  entitled  to  mofe  than  fifty  votes:  Pro- 
vided, That  this  section  may  at  any  time  here; 
after  be  altered  or  amended  by  Congress,  in  sucH 
manner  as  they  may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for 
an  annual  rotation  of  directors. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jnrther  enacted,  That  one 
month  previous  to  each  election  of  directors,  the 
cashier  shall  cause  to  be  made  out  a  Correct  list 
,of  all  the  stockholders,  which  shall  be  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  any  -stpekhokter. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  furtker  enacted^  That  no 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  presi- 
dent or  director,  who  h  not  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  a  bonafide  stockholder. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  a 
majority  of  the  #hdle  number  of  directors  shall 
be  necessary  in  the  choice  of  a  president  and 
cashier ;  but  three  members,  with  the*  president, 
may  constitute  a  board  for  transacting  the  ordi- 
nary business  of  the  bank. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Jnrther  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall,  as  soon  as  they  may 
deem  it  expeiJient,  declare  a  dividend  of  profits; 
and  every  half  year  thereafter,  shall  make  and 
declare  such  dividends  of  prpfit  fts  they  mtfv 
deem  proper ;  but  no  dividend  shall  be  declareo, 
except  by  a  majority  of  all  the  directors. 

Stc.-13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  keep  a  book  in 
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which  their  proceedings  at  their  meetings,  as  a 
board^  shall  be  regularly  recorded,  and  upon  every 
question  which  may  occur,  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereupon  shall  be  noted,  which' record-book  shall* 
at  all  times  be  open  to  tbe^inspection  of  anjf  stock- 
holder, not  being  a  director^  officer  or  servant  of 
any  other  bank^  who  shall,  six  months  previous 
to  his  application,  be  the  proprietor  of  stock  to 
the  a'miiunt  of  three  thousand  dollars. . 

Seo.  14.  And  be  it  farther  ^enacted,  That  any 
number  of -stockholders,  hot  less  than  twejQtv, 
owning  together  fifty*  thousand  dollars  of  stocx, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders at  any  time,  and  may  appoint  three  of 
their  number  as  a  committee  to  examine  into  the 
state  ancT  cdhdition  of  the  batik,  ai^d  the  manner 
in  which  its  a&irs  have  been  conducted :  Pro* 
videdy  That  no  member  of  such  committee  shall 
be  1^  director, president,  or  other  officer  or.ser- 
n^nl  of  any  other  bank. 

Bec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  cashiprshall  respectively  ffive  bond  ' 
and  security^  and  also  take  an  oath,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duties;  the  president  in  the 
sufn  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  cashier 
in  the  sqd^  of  thirty  thou^nd  dollars;  the  other 
officers  and  servants  shall  also  take  an  oath,  and 
entef  into  bond  and  secority,  in  such  sutns  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  prescribe. 

Sac.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the- 
said  bank  shall  not  at  any  tinie  discount  or  loan 
a  greatersum  than  double  the  amount  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  th^eof,  which  shall  be  actuallypaid  in. 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  -it further  enacted,  That  all 
bills,  bonds,  notes,  and  every  contract  or  engage- 
ment, on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  shall  be  signed  by  the  president 
and  countersigned  by^  the  cashier ;  and  the  funds 
of  the  corporation  shall  in  no  case  be  liable  for 
any  contract  or  engagement,  unless  the  same  shall 
b^  signed  and  countersigned,  as  aforesaid ;  and 
the  president  and  directors  shall  not  issue  any 
note  for  a  smaller  sum  than  five  dollars. 

Sbc  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors, 
to  demand  or  receive  a  greater  discount  or  inter- 
est than  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent  for  sixty  days, 
upon  atry  loans  or  advances  of  money  which  they 
may  make. 

,  Sbc.  19.  And  be  Ufkrther  enacted.  That  the 
shares  of'the  capital  stock  shall  be  transfernd>le 
at  an^  time,  according  to  such  rules  as  may  be 
established  bt  the  president' and  directors;  but 
no  stock  shall  be  transferred,  the  holder  thereof 
being  indebted  to  the  bank,  until  such  debt  be 
satisfied,  except  the  president  and  directors  shall 
otherwise  order  it. 

Sbc.  20.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  eVery 
stockholder,  whether  he  be  so  by  original  suIh  ; 
scription  or  by  transfer,  shall  be  considered  as  a 
member  of  this  corporation,  and,  when  he  ceases 
to  be  a  stockholder,  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  member. 

Sec  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, such  one  of  the  directors  as  \hitj  shall  an- 
point,  to  supply  his  viiAtt  fof  tbe  tim^ta  preside 
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at  the  board  of  directors,  to  vote  on  all  questions, 
to  iDiiiute  the  proceediog^  of  the  board,  to  cause 
all  the  orders  aod  resolutioDs  of  the  board  to  be 
carried  iuto  effect,  to  si^n  all  bonds,  bills,  Qotes  or 
other  engagements,  which  the  board  of  directors 
may,  from  time  to  time,  direct  to  be  issued  for  the 
payment  of  money,  and  generally  to  superintend 
the  affairs,  and  to  watch  over  the  interest  of  this 
corporation.  ^ 

'  Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  a 
vacancy  shall,  at  any  time,  happen  \^  the  office  of 
president,  director,  cashier,  or  any  Other  officer  or 
servant  of  th^  bank,  by  death,  resignation,  <fis<^ual- 
ification  or  otherwise,  the  same  may  be  filled  by 
a  majority  of  the  directors  for  the  time,beingy 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
atanding  or  unlimited  accommodatipa  ^hall  be 
granted. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
stockholder  shall  fail  to  pay  up  the  several  instal- 
ments upon  his  subscription!,  as  the  same  may  be- 
come due,  his  dividends  upou  such  instalmeuts  as 
be  may  have  paid  shall  cease  as  to  h^n,  and  rer- 
main  to  the^use  and  benefit  of  the  other  members 
of  the  corporation. 

Sec  25.  And  be  it  further  etMur/edJ,  That  if 
the  president  and  directors  shall,  at  any  time,.wil- 
fully  aod  knowingly  nmke  and  declare  ai^y  divi- 
dend which  shall  impair  the  capital  stock^or  shall 
wilfully  atid  knowingly  violate  or  infringe  any 
of  the  foregoing  articles  of  this  corporation,  all 
the  directors  present  »t  the  maki'og  or  declaring 
such  dividends,  or  violating  or  infracting  such  arr 
tide  or  articles,  and  consenting  thereto,  shall  be 
liable  in  their  individual  capacities  io  the  corpor- 
ation, for  the  amount  or  proportion  of  said  capi- 
lal. stock  so  divided,  and  also  for  any  injury  or 
damage  ahat  may  acdrue  to  creditors,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  such  violation  or  infraction  as 
aforesaid ;  and  each  director  who  shall  be  present 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  thereto,  linless 
he  shall  cause  his  dissent  to  be  entered  upon  rec* 
ord:  Provided,  That  nothing  hereia  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  exempt  the  corforation  from 
any  liability,  to  any  person  or  persons,  which 
otherwise  the  said  corporation  might  incur. 

Sec.  26.  And  bt  U  further  enacUd^  That  the 
president  ai^d  directors  shall  have  power — a  ma« 
jorityoftheirwholenumberconcurring— 4onake, 
revise,  alter,  or  annul  ^11  such  rules,  orders,  or  by- 
laws, for  the  government  of  the  corporation,  and 
that  of  their  officers,  servants  and  affairs,  as  they 
may^  from  time  to  time,  think  eipedient,  not  in- 
consistent with  law. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
number  of  stockholders  not  less  than  twenty,  who 
together  shall  be  proprietors  of  two  thousand  shares, 
may,  for  any  purpose,  relative  to  this  cor poratioii, 
atanv  time. apply  to  the  president  and  directors 
to  call  a  general  meeting, of  the  stockholders,  and 
if  by  thein  refused,  the  said  number  of  stocknold^ 
ers,  proprietors  of  not  less  than  that  number  of 
ahares,  shall  have  power  to  call  a  genial  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  giving:  at  least  thirty  days' 
"?  A*^!*  "*  ^"®  newspaper  printed  within  the  town 
of  Alexandria^  and  one  printed  within  the  city  of 


Washington,  specifying 
or  objects  of  such  call. 


in  such  notice  the  object 


Sec  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 'the  UoitedSuies 
ahall  be  (at  least  onc^  in  every  year)  foraishe^ 
from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  require  it,  with  sut^ 
ments  of  the  atnount  of  the  capital  stock  of  tbl 
said  corporatioo.  And  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same, 
of  the  moneys  oeposk^d  therein,  of  the  Dotes  ia 
circulatioi^  and  of  the  cash  in  hand,  and  sbafl 
have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accoaou  in 
the  books  of  the  bank,  as  shall  relate  to  the  said 
statements :  Provided,  That  this  shall  not  he  con- 
strued to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  theaccooot 
of  any  private  individulU  or  individuals  with  tiie 
banl;. 

Sec  29.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  this 
corporatioo  shall  coniinue  until  the  first  daf  of 
January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  haodred 
and  twenty-one;  but  nevertheless  the  proprieion 
of  two-thirds  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  compaaf 
may,  by  their  concurrent  votes  at  a  general  meet- 
ing to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  dissolve  the  saae 
at  an  earlier., period:  Provided,  That  notice  of 
such  meeting  and  its  object  shall  be  publisbedia 
two  or  more  newspapers,  printed  withio  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbhu  fur  at  least  three  months  sa^ 
cessively,  previous  to  the  time  appointed  forsidi 
meeting. 

Sec  30.  And  be  itfurther enacted,  Thatoo  the 
dissoluiton  of  this  corporation,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  determined  on  as  aforesaid,  efiectual  mea- 
sures shall  be  immediatelv  taken  by  the  presideot 
and  directors,  then  in  office,  for  closing  all  the 
concerns  of  the  corporation,  and  for  dividio^the 
capital  and  profits  which  may  remain,  among  the 
stockholders,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  in- 
terests. 

Sec  31.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  fourth  daj  of 
March,  which  will  be  in  the  ye^of  oarLordooe 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  shall  to 
all  intents,  and.  purposes,  be  deemed  and  held  a 
public  act, 
.  Approved,  February  16, 1811. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  PoKNnte- 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  ifter  tk 
fourth  day.  of  jyiarcb,  which  will  be  in  the  fot 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  huadred  aodew- 
ven,  all  those  who  have  or  hereafter  mav  become 
btockholdei-s  in  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  tl^eir  svc- 
cessors  and  assi«^ns,  shall  be  and  they  ar^  ^^^J 
created  and  made' a  'body  politic,  by  the  name  and 
style  pf  "  The  President,  Directors  and  ComjMf 
of  the  Bank  of  PotonMic,"  and  so  shall  contmoe 
until  the  fourth  d»y  of  March,  in  tie  year  of  ow 
Lord  one  thouj^and  eight  hundred  aod  twentf- 
one,  and  no  longer ;  and  by  that  name  shall  hare 
succession ;  and  shall  be  and  afe  hereby  made  able 
and  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase  and  receive, 
possess,  enjoy  and  retain,  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors, lands,  rents,  tenements,  hereditament! 
goods,  chattels  and  effects,  of  what  kind,  aatore 
or  quality  soever,  and  the  same  t0  8el|,grao^a^ 
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mi*e,  alien  or  dkpose  of;  and  bf  4h^  oame  afore- 
said may  fta«  ^nd  be  sued^  plead  and  be  iropread^d, 
aiHwer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  bedefended, 
in  any  coort  of  law  or  equity.  And  by  the  name 
aforesaid  may  do  and  execute  every  other  matter 
a))d  thin^,  tbat  they  are  auihonzed  to  do  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act :  Provided  cdwayt^  That  the  lands, 
tenements,  amd  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  president  and  directors  to 
hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  ifhall  be  requisite  for 
their  immediate  accommodation,  in  relation  to  the 
convenient  transact inf  their  business^  and  such  as 
shall  have  been  ftofia,/E(ie- mortgaged  to  them  by 
way  of  security,  Dr  conveyed  to  them  in  sAti^ac- 
tioD  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course 
of  their  dealing*:  Provided  ^o,  That  (he  said 
president -and  directors  sb^U  iiot  purchase  any 

f(K>d9,  c^Hittels  or  effects,  unless  sdch  as^Hre  sold 
y  virtue  of  an  exeeiiition  upon  a  judgment  ob- 
tained by  them,  except  ^ueh  articles  as  may  be 
necessary  for  them  in  transacting  the  business  of 
the  bank;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  re- 
ceive and  hold  such  securities^  goods,  chattels  and 
effects,  by  way  of  deposite  for  advances  made  by 
them  to  any  person  or  persons,  and  on  failure  of 
payment,'  the  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  at  pnln 
lie  sale.' 

S«o.  2.  And  be  itfUrther  eruKted,  That  the 
capital  of  the  »aid  bank  shall  consist,' asrit  now 
does,  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred^ollars  each. 

Sbg^  3.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  Tha^  every 
stockholder)  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  electibns  to  be  bdld- 
ea  by  the  stockliolders  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
and  shall  have  as  many  votes  in  proportion  to  the 
stock  he  may  hold,  as  follows:  For  one  share  and 
not  exceeding  two  shares,  one  vpte  each  ;  for  eve- 
ry two  shares  above  twotind  not  exceeding  ten, 
one  vote ;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten  and  not 
exceeding  thirty,  one  vote;  for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty  and  nor  exceeding  sikty,  one  vote; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  orot  ex- 
ceeding one  hulMlredy  one  vote ;  and  for  every 
ten  ahliros  above  that  aamber,  pn6  vote.  But  no 
person  or  peivons,  bodies  corporate  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  fifty  votes.  No 
share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  suffrage, 
whiot^  shall  not  have  |>een  holden  two  calendar 
months  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  '  And  in 
the  choice  of  directors,  every  stockholder  shall 
vote  in  person,  ^except  those  who  shall  reside  oi^t 
of  the,  town  of  Alexandria,)  who  may  vote  either 
in  person  or.  by  a  written  ballot  by  him  or  her 
subscribed,' with  his  or  her  name,  and  doljr  ae* 
knowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  court,  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  or  a  notary  public ;  a  certificate- where- 
of shall  be  made  on  said  ballot  by  the  said  judge, 
jus  ice  of  the  peace  or  notary  pubiie,  before  whom 
such  acknowledgment  shall  be  made;  and  said 
ballot  shall  be  by  him  sealed  up,  and  addressed 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  and  being  transmitted 
to  said  cashier- before  the  time  of  the  election  of 
directors,  said  ballot  shall  be  received  and  counted 
in  the  chqi<Seof  direcCbrs.  •  And  every  stodlchold- 
er  may  sell  and  transfer  his  stock  in  the  said 


batik,  or  iiny  part  thereof,  at  his  pleasure,  not  be- 
ing less  than  one'  complete  share  or  shares,  the 
transfer  beiiig  made  in  the  bank  books,  ijn  the  pres- 
ence and  with  the  approbation  of  the  proprietor  or 
his  lawful  altori^ey. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  encuUed^  That  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  m  the  town  of  Alexandria  on 
the  first  Monday'  of  November  in  each  year,  of 
#hich  notice  shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  news- 
papers, printed  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,,  four 
weeks  at  least,  before  said  day  of  election.  And 
the  .stoekholderfi  shall  choose,  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  stockholders,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
twelve  direetorsj  for  the  term  of  One  year  there- 
after i  and  oii  resignation,  dis«)ualification  or  re- 
ooK^al  of  any>direotor,  out  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  ef  Golumbia,  or  out  of  the 
county  of  Fairfax,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  tjie 
other  directors,  at'  their  next  meeting  ther^fter, 
sh^ll  elect  by  ballot  another  person,  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  in  bis  4>lace,  for  the  residue  of  the  year.  . 
The  directors  shall,  at  the  first  meeting  after  every 
whole  general  election,  elect  by  a  majority  of  their 
qumber,  by  ballot  from  among  their  own  number, 
a  president,  who  shall  be  thereupon  entitled  to  all 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  one;^  and  If  he  was 
before  a  director, another  director  shall  be  elected 
as  aforesaid,  so  as  to  keep  the  number  of  directors, 
prescribed  by  t1>i»  act,  exclusive  of  the  president, 
entire ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or 
removal  of  the  preiident.  out  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  or  county  of  Fairfix  aforesaid,  or  his 
refusal  to  accept  his  office,  the  directors  shall 
meet  as  soOn  as  conveniently  can  be  thereafter, 
and  elect  anothe^person  for  president,  in  tde  man- 
ner before  directed;  but.  the  president  and  di- 
rectors at  present  elected  by  the  stockholders,  shall 
continue  to  act,  until  their  successors  are  chosen : 
Provided,  That  in  ease  it  should  at  any  time 
happen,  tnat.  an  election  of  directors  should  not 
be  made  upon  any  day,  when,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
it  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  corporation  shall 
not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but 
it  shall  be  kwfdt  on  any  other  day,  within  fifteen 
days  thereaAer,  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors,  .in  such  manner,  as  shall  have  beeft 
regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  cor- 
poration. And  provided  neverthd^,  That  this 
section  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  altered  or 
>a mended  by  Congress,  in  such  manner  as  they 
n>ay  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for'  an  annual  rota- 
tion of  the  directors. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be^a  meeting  uf  the  directors  quarterlV}  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
any  four  of  whom'  shall  make  a  board;  and  the 
board, shall  have  power  to  adjourn,  from  time  to 
time ;'  and  the  president,  or  any  three  of  the  di- 
rectors, may  call  a  special  meeting  at  ahy  other 
time  that  iney  may  think  pVoper. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
board  of  directors,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  shall 
make  by-laws.'  determine  the  manner  of  doing 
bujtioess,  and  the  rules  and  forms  to  be  pursued; 
and  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of  the  bank, 
for  the  Inte^eH  and  benefit  of  Uie  atm^hald^ 
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and  are  hereby  authorized  to  reeeiTefor  dkcoun^, 
made  at  the  said  bank,  at  the  rate,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  make  at  the 
expiration  of  each  half  year^  a  diridead  of  the 
profit,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  they  may  think 
prudent- 

Seo*  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  in  ap* 
pointing  a  cashier  of  ihe  said  bank,  and  all  other 
officers,  a  majority  of  the  whole  electors  shall  be 
iieeessary  to  a  choice.  ' 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jkrther  muukdy  That  any 
director,  officer,  or  other  person,  holding  any 
share  or  capital  of  the  said  bank  stock,  who  sfaau 
commit  any  fraud  or  embezalement,  touehij9f  the 
money  or  property  of  said  bank,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  prosecQted,^  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
by  mdictmeatfor  the  same;  and  upon  con  fiction 
thereof)  shall,  besides  tke  remedy  that  may  be  had 
by  action,  in  the  name  of  the  rresideat  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  Potansac,  for  the  fraud 
aforesaid)  forfeit  to  the  company  all  hiq  share 
and  stock  in  the  said, bank.. 

Sbo.  9.  And  he  itJurtherenacUd,  Tliat  the  said 
bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discount  or  loan. a 
greater  sum  than  double  the  amotiot  of  the  capital 
stock,  which' shall  be  actually  ^aid  in. 

Sao.  10.  Atui  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  no 
stockholder,  or  member  of  said  compal^y}  shall 
be  answerable  for  any  losses,  defijcieocies  or  fail- 
ure of  the.  capital  stock  of  the  Mtid  hankj  for  any 
mor^  or  larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  whatso- 
ever, than  tne  amount  of  the  stcn^kt  stocks,  or 
shares,  which  s^all  appear  by  the  oooks  of  said 
company  to  beloug  to  him  at  the  timaor  times 
when  such  lessor  losses  shall  be  sustained,  except 
as  is  hereafter  excepted,  that  is  to  say :    If  the 
total  amount  of  the  debu  which  said  company^ 
shall  at  any  tim^  owe,  whether  by  bond,  note, 
billy  or  other  contract,  exceed  twice  the  amount 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  over  and 
above  the  moneys  actually  deposited  in. the  baak 
for  saie-keepiog,  then,  in  case  of  such  excess,  the 
directqrs,  under  whose  administratiop  it  shall 
happen,  shall  be  liable  ibr  sack  excess  in  th^ir 
natural  and  private  capacities;  and  an  action  or 
actions  of.  debt,  may  be  hrougj^t  against  them,  or 
any  of  their  he^jirs,- executors  or  admin istratocs^  io 
any  court  of  record  within  the  District  of  Colom- 
^  bii*  by  any  creditor  or  creditors,  of  said  company, 
ana  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgfnent  and  execu- 
tion, any  condition  or  covenant,  or  agreement, 
to  the. contrary  notwithstanding;  but  thia  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  body  politic, 
or  lands,  tenements,  goods  or  chattelaof  the  same,  < 
from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable  with 
said  excess:  Fnmded,^T\uii  such  ofTthe  said  di-. 
rectors,  who  may  hare  been  absent  when  said  ex- 
cess was  socontracted  or  created,  or  who  mav  have 
dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act,  whereby  the 
same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respect- 
iveW  exonerate  themselves  firom  being  so  liable,  by 
forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their 
absence  or  dissent,  to  the  mayor  of  the.  town  of 
Alexandria,  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the  stock- 
holders, at  a  general  meeting,  which  he  or  they 
shall  have  power  to  caUfor  that  purpoKf    And 


m  ease  the  directers,  by  whose  act 
shall'  be  occasioned,  shall  not  have  properly  l» 
pay  the  amount  of  such  exctes,  then  each  wmi 
every  stockholder,  shall  be  liable  in  their  private 
capacities  for  the  deficiencies,  in  propartioA  !• 
their  respective  shares  in  the  said  bank. 
'  Sbo.  11.  And  be  it  Jwiker  enacted^  That  the 
said  pesideni  aad  directors  shall  not  isaoe  mmj 
note  for  a  smaller  sum  than  five  doUars;  and  tke 
said  president  and  directors  shall,  once  in  -erery 
year,  cause  to  be  hud  before  the  Secremry  of  tke 
Treasury  ^f  (he  United  Slates  aa  account,  toilf 
stating  the  situation. of  the  bank  and  its  damdm. 

Ssc,  12.  And  be  it  jMrtker  enacted^  Tfaata» 
director  shaU  be  entiil^  te  aav  euMlameet.  ua- 
less  the  same  shall  have  ^beee  allowed  by  a  i 
ity  of  the  stockholders,  a|  a  general  meetiofyl 
the  directors  shall  make^ucheompenaatioa  to  tke 
president^  for  his  extraordinary  aervvcea  and  at- 
tendance at  the  baa  k,  as  ehaU  appear  to  theaa 
leesonable.' 

9cc.  13.  And  be  it  Jurtiker  enacted^  Th^tmm^ 
but  a  stockholder,  being  a.citisen  of  the  Uaked 
States,  and  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Alexaa* 
dria,  or  county  of  Fairfax , aforesaid,  shell  ha  eli- 
gible^as  a  ^[Mreaident  or  director^ 

Sec.  14.  An^  be  it  furiher  enacted^  That « 
number  of  siockboldera,  not  less  thee  twenty, 
Ivho  together  shall  be  proprietors  of  one  tktMaaad 
"sharecor  upwards,  shaU  have  power  lo  caU  a 
general  meeting  of  the  stocfcbolder%  for  perposea 
selativetto  the  institutida,  giving  at  least  six 
weeks  notice  in  one  or  more  newspai^ers,  prioled 
.in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  and  specifying  io 
such  notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  meeting 
'  Seo;  15.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  ihia 
act  shall,  to  all  intents  and  -purpoacs,  be  deemed 
and  held  a  public  act. 

Approved,  February  16, 1811. 


An  Act  te  incorporatatha  Union  Bank  of  i 

Be  it  emacted.  fc^  That«  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hoodsed 
and.  eleven,.  aU  rh^  peraans,  their  kml  iepr»> 
seatatiyes  or  assigns,  who  on  the  irsc  Mooday  of 
November,  tn  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thaoiiad 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  in  Georgetown^  District 
of  Columbia,  subscribed  certaio  articles,  of  asi^ 
eiation,&nd  fenoed  a  company  or  limited  partaer- 
ship,  ubder  the  name  and  style  of  the  *'  Ptewdcat 
ana  Direcloraof  the  UnioeBank  of  Qeorgccowa," 
and  who  oo\the  said  lourth  day  of  NhmM,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  sheU  hold  any 
share  of  the  jtiiat  stock  or  fcmds  created  in  par- 
suanee  of  the  said  articles  of  associatit^  aad 
their  successors,  being  stockholders  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  and  tbey  are  hereby  incorporated,  aod 
■lade  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by. the  name 
and  style  of  the  ^  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Ctergetown,''  and  by  that  naaae 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended, 
in  courts  of  record  and  any  other  plaee  whatso- 
ever ;  and  by  that  name  may  have  and  hold, 
purchase,  receive,  poeaessj  enioy  uid  retain  ' 

^  >9Te 
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ttutei  temtaseats,  herfdiUiMiKts,  goodis  cbftUds 
aod  €ffect8|  of  what  nguire,  kind  or  quality  sooTer, 
aad  tbe  atme  seU^  gmat,  demi«e,  alien  and  dispose 
of:  Aod  by  Ihat  name,  shall  bare,  durio;  the 
coMiBDanee  of  this  act,  soccessioa;  and-  may 
make,  bava  and  ns^a  tsommon  seal,  tnd  tbe  same 
may  break,  alter  aiKl  renew  at  pleasure ;  -,  and 
aball  hmye  power  to  ordain,  establish  and  ^ut  in 
«z«oatioa.  sael^  by^IaWs,  ordinances  and  regula- 
tiODS  as  snall^seeni  neeessary  and  conirenient  for 
tbe  i^Ternment  of  said  oorpotatioo.  not  being 
eoBtrary  to  law  nor  to  the  cionstitatioh  thereor; 
^a|i4  geB«rally  to  do  and  ezecate  all  acUneeessary 
or  proper  for  the  objects  of  said  incorporation^ 
eabject  to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions, 
limitations  and  provisions  herein  described  and 
deolare^. 

3bc.  3«  Aod  beitJfuHker  cfioc^ed,,  That  the 

•capital  stock  of  the  iaid  bink  shall  consist  of  &re 

hundred  tboosaod  doUacS)  money  of  the  United 

.  Stittes,  te  be  divided  into  shares  of  fifiy  doUars^ 

each  ;  of  which  ^tcea  dollars  on  each  shf  re  has 

l>een  paid,  according  to  th^  articles  of  association 

afor^sflud ;  and  it  smU  be  optional  ffith  any  stock- 

koldher  hercaftef  to  pay  up  tbe,furthe|'^8a^  of 

thirty-five  dollars:^  PtnofMedj  That  npt  more  than 

fiftv  thousand  dollace  be  paid  in  any  one  Year, 

luuesk  tke  presidcat  and  directors,  by  a  rale  or 

orde^,  should  authorku  or  ^nit  a  greater  sura 

isto  be  paid;  tbe  dimead.or  divid^iMls  oasuch 

#iHDs.of  money  sc^  paid,  sbali  not  commeBce  until 

^the  first  day  of  the  month  seiK  ensuing  such 

paynaeat, 

Sao.  a.  And  be  U  JkHker  enacUd,  ThM\  (he 
aaid  bank  shall  tnmsact  its  husiotoss  in  €korfe- 

8bo.4^  And  be  it  further  emcudted,  That  the 
afiaiirs  cf  the  said  baqk  shall  he  conduct^  bj. 
twelve  directora  aad  a  presideat,  wi^osc  place,  if 
•eboaea  from  among  their  number,  shall  l^e  sap* 
plied  by  tb^t  bodv.  Six  of  A9  directofs^  with 
the  presideat,  shall  form  a  boald  or  qaorutf  for 
Cranaacting  all  the.  busiacss  of  the  company,,  but 
.the  <»dinary  discounts  may  be  done  by  the  ptesi- 
ra.    In  otse  of  hia  sioknesi 


deat  and  three  directors. 

or  necessary  absence,  his  place  may  be  impplied 

by  any  director,  whom  hey  by  writing  ^nder  his 

band,  m)ay  nominate  for  tnat  purpose,  or  in  case 

of  his  not  makiag  such  neminatiQU«  the  boavd 

may  appoint  a.  presideat  to  act  during  his  $b- 

eeace.    The  president  and  directors  who  may  be* 

in  office  under  the  said  articles  of  associatioa  on 

4he  aaid  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteeii  hundced 

«ad  eleven,  shall  continue  in  office  under  and  by 

virtue  of  this  act  of  incor|)omtion,  until  others 

vaball  be  duly  chosen  in  their  stead.    No  perspn 

shall  be  a  director  or  president,  who  is  not  a  cit- 

.  jzen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  stockholder ;  and 

•a  director  ceasing  to  be  a  stockholder,  shall  cease 

In  be  a  dir^tor;  and  no  person,  a  director  of 

.another  banl^  shall  be  a  director  of  Ibis  bank^ 

Bvery  stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United 

.States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at -all  elections 

40  be  holden  by  the  stockholders  in  pursuance  of 

ibis  act,  and  ^hall  have  as  many  votes,  in  propor- 

4iQ&  io  the  stock  they  majr  hoU,  as  followat  for 


every  share  as  far  as  twenty,  one  vote  for  each 
share,  and  one  vote  for  every  two  shares  there- 
after, as  far  as  forty  ;  but  no  person  or  })ersons, 
bodies  corporate  or  otherwise,  shall  be  entitled  to 
morei^han  one  hundred  and  fifty  votes;  no  stock- 
holder shall  bepermitted  to  vote,  who  has  not  held 
his  stock  two  ^alepdar  months^  prior  to  the  day  of 
election.  All  stockholders  living  in  Gkorgetown, 
shall  vote  in  the  choice  of  directors  by  ballot  in 
person ;  but  every  stockholder  living  out  of  saa'd 
town  may  vote  in  person  Or  by  a  written  ballot, 
by  him  or  her  subscribed  with, bis  or  her  name, 
and  duly  acknowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  court, 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  or,  a  notary  public ;  a  cer- 
tificatcf  whereof  shall  be  made  on  said  ballot  by 
the  judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public, 
before  whom  such  acknowledgment  shall  be 
made  i  and  saTd  ballot  shall  by  him  be  sealed  up. 
and  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  the  baak,  aad 
being  transmitted  before  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion} shall  be  received  and  counted  in  the  elec- 
tion/ No  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  elec- 
tion of  this  corporation :  Prmndedj  ne»erihele$9, 
That  this  section  may  ^t  any  timC  hereafter  be 
altcicd  or  amended  by  Congress,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  they  may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  an- 
nual rotation  of  tbe  directors.  . 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  gen- 
eml  meeting,  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank 
shall  be  balden  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  and  on  the 
fifst  Monday  of  April,  in  every  y^ar  thereafter,  at 
stich«|>lace  ^  the  president  and  directors,  shall 
appointj  by  giving  four  weeks  notice  in  two  or 
more  of^thcjiewspapers  of  the  District/ for  the  pur- 
posovof  electing  directors  for  the  enauinf^  year, 
who  shall  meet  on  the  day  succeeding  their  dec- 
ttouj  aod  'shall  immediately  proceed  to  choose  a 
president  i  and  the 'president  and  directors  for 
the  time  beiagi  shall  continue  in  office  until  others 
shall  be  dulv  elected  in  their  places,  and  be  or- 
ganized by,  the  assembling  of  a  quorum,  and  the 
choice. of  a  preaidcot.  At  all  elections  the  per- 
sons -having  the  greatest  humber  of  votes  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  chosen.  All  elections  shall  be  held 
under  tbe  superintendence  of  the  president  of  the 
bank,  for  the  time  being,  and  four  stockholders, 
not  betngju.  the  time  directors,  appointed  by  the 
board  of  directors,  any  three  ef  whom  shali  be 
judges  thereof.  They  sh'ail  immediately  there- 
after notify  the  persoas  elected  to  meet  the.  en- 
suing day  at  the  bank,  and  shall  make  a  return 
of  the  person  elected^at  their  first  meeting.  Should 
two  or  more  persons  have  in  equal  number  of 
votes,  the  other  individuals  elected  directors  shali 
determtae,  by  ballot  from  %aiong  said  persons, 
who  shall  be  the  director  or  directors^  All  elec- 
tions shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  cloecu  at  three  in  the  itfternoon. 

Sbq.  6.  And  be  it  fariher  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  |!ull  power  to 
make,  revise,  alter  and  annul  all  such  rules,  orders, 
by-lairs  and  regulattens,  for  the  government  ef 
said  corporation,  and  that  of  iu  officers^  servants, 
end  aiairs,  as.ihey  shiU  from iiSM  to  time  think 
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expedient;  and  to  use, employ, aod  dispose-ofthe 
capital  stock,  funds  and  property  of  said  bank, 
for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  tbe  stockholders, 
subject  only  to  the  resirictions  herein  contained; 
but  the  said  .bank  shall  not  take  for  discounting 
any  bill  or  note,  more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  upon  the  amount  due  by  such 
bill  or  note. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
pfotoissory  notes,'bilIs  of  exchange,  draf^  ebeck.*, 
and  receipts,  for  the  payment  of  money  made 
on  behalf  of  the  said  bank^  signed  by  tbe  presi- 
dent and  countersigned  and  attested  by  the  cfish- 
ier,  shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  said  body  corpo- 
rate, and  shall  possess  tbe  lik#, qualities  as  to  ne- 
gotiability, and  the  holders  thereof  shall  hav^  the 
like  actions  tbereupon,as  if  such  promissory  notes, 
bills  of  exchange  drafts,  phecks  or  receipts,  had 
been  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  natural  person., 

Sec.  8/  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
book?,  papers,  correspondence*  and  funds  ^of  the 
bank  shall  at  all  times  be  subjectto  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  directors.  And  the  said  president  and 
directors  shall  once  in  every  year  cause  to  be  laid 
befofe  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  an  account,  truly  sttftiog  the  situation 
.  of  the  bank  and  its  funds.     . 

Ssc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  have'  power  to. 
appornt  ft  cashier,  and  all  other  officers 'and  aer^ 
vanta,  for  executing  the  business  of  said  bank,  and 
to  establish  the  compeoiation  to  be  made  lo  lbe> 
president  and  all.  other  officers  and  servatts  of 
ihesaid  bank,  respectively;  but  no  compensation 
shall  be  given  to  a  director  for  his  services;  except 
by  a  vote  of  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting. 

Sec  10.  And  be- it  further  Gnactedy  That  th^ 
president  and- directors  shall  have  power  to  call  a 
general  meeting  of  the  stoekholders,  for  purposes 
concerning  the  interest  of  the  bank,  giving  at 
least  six  weeks  notice,  in  one  or  rooreof  ihe  news- 
papers of  the  District,  specifying  in  st^eh  notice 
the  object  or  obiects  of  such  meeting. 

SeO.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
shares  of  the  capital  stock,  at  anv  time  o.wn<M  by 
any  individual  stockholder,  shall  be  transferable 
only  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  according  to  such 
rules,  as  may.  conformably -to  law,  be  establfshed 
in  that  bebajr,  by  the  president  and  directors ;  but 
all  debts  actually  due  and  payable  to,  tbe  bank 
(days  of  grace  for  payment  being  passed)  by  a 
stockholder,  request! nff  a  transfer,  must  be  sattsfied^^ 
before  such  transfer  shall  beinade,  unless  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  shall  direct  to  the  contrary* 

Sbc.  12.  And  be  itjkriher  enacted^  That  the 
dividends  of  the  proms  of  tbe  coihpany,  or  ,so 
much  of  said  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expiedient 
and  proper,  shall  be  declared  half  yearly,  in  the 
first  week  In  April  and  October,  in  each  year ;  the 
amoupt  of  said  divideiMl  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
determined  by  the  president  and  directors,  and 
ahall  in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  of  <he  act 
profits  actually  ac<][uired  by  the  company,  sathat 
the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 'shall  neyer 
be  impaired  by  dividends. 

3co.  13.  Andbe  a  further  enacted^  Thki  if  the 


said  directors  shaU  at  any  tiitie,  wilfa%  aad 
knowingly  make  or  declare  a|iy  dhridend  whiak 
shall  impair  the  said  capital  stock,  «ll  tbediite- 
tors  present  at  the  making  or  declariogr  af  snd 
dividend,  and  contenting  tbereti^,  shall  be  UaUe 
in  their  individual  capacities  %a  tbe  company, foe 
the  amount  or  proportion  of  aaid  capital  slock 
so  divided  by  the  ^aid  directors;  aod  each  direc- 
tor who  shall  be  presenrat  the  makings  or  declaim 
ing  of  such  dividend,  shall  he  deemed  to  have 
consented  thefeto,  unless  he, shall ^imaaediately 
enter  Jn  writing  his  dissent,  oo  the  quDOtea  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  boird,  and  give  notice  tkmoL 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trei^sury  of  the  UDiced 
States.      ' 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  emuOed^  That  dbe 
bank  shall  in  no  case  be  owners  of  any  ships  or  vca- 
sels,  directly  or  indirectly  be  concerned  in  trade,  or 
the  ichportatiod  or  exportaiion,-purcha8«,  orsaleaf 
any  goods,  wares,- or  mer<;handise  whatever,  ex- 
cept bills  of  exchange,  bullion,  stock  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  or  of  incorporated  institottoas,  and 
siYCh  ships,  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or  mercbaadii^ 
as  shall  b^  truly  pledged  to  thenar  by  way  of  ae- 
curity  for  debts  due.  owing  or  growing  due  to  the 
said  bank,  or  purcbasekl-  by  it  to  secure  socfa  dcbla. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  UfvrOur  eiUtcfeL  That  the 
JMink -shall  not  purchase  or  hold  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  •other  real  estates,  other  than  what  may 
be  necessary  for  the  convenient  trahsnctian  of 
its  business,'  unless  6uch'  lands,  teoeinenta,  and 
real  estates,  shaiUhave  been  bona  fide  mortgaged 
to  tbe  bank  by' way  of  security,  or  conveyed  lo  it 
in  satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in 
the  course  of  dealings,  ar  ptircnaaed^  to  secaie 
debts  contracted  with  or  due  to  the  bank ;  and  ki 
every  instance  in  which  the  bank  may  become 
the  owners  or  claimants  of  lands,  tenementa,  or 
real  epta^,  the  president  and  direetorrare  empow- 
ered to  sell  or  dispose  pf  the  aamcj  in  80ch«  aun- 
ner  as  they  may  deem  beneficial  for  the  said  baak. 

Sbq.  16.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  if  any 
vacancy  shall  at  any  time  happen  among  ike  di- 
rectjors,  by  death,  resigaatiouj  or  otherwise,  the  real 
of  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  sha^  elect  m 
director  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  asy 
number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  twenty,  who 
shall  be  proprietor  of  not  less  than  four  thonsaad 
shares,  may  for  any  purpose  relative  to  the  iasli- 
tution,  at  any  time  apply  to  the  president  and  ^ 
rectors,  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  sioekr 
holders;  and  if  by  them  refused,  the  said  anmber 
t  of  stockholders,  proprietors  of  not  leas  than  the 
number  of  sharea  aloresaid,  shall  have  power  to 
call  a  general  ineeting  of  the  8tocklM>lders,  giving 
at  least  sixty  days  notice  in  two  or  mo.*^  of  tka 
public  newspapers  in  the  Distriet^  specifying  m 
such  notice  tne  object  or  objects  of  auch  call. 

Sec.  is.  And  be  it  further  emcted^  That  tbe 
^id  baak  shall  not  at  any  tin>e  disoodnt  or  lom 
a  greater  sum  than  double  the  amount  of  theeapi- 
Ui  stock,  which  shall  be  actually  paid  in. 
•  Sbo.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts  which  the  aaid  corpo- 
ration shall '  at  any  time  o we^  wbetbar  kgr  head^ 
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biU,.iiote»  af  other  COD tfact,  shall  not  exceed  twice 
the  i^moQDt  of  their  capital  8tock  actually  pald^ 
over  and  above  the  mooeys  then  actaaUy  deposi- 
ted in  the  bank  for  safe- keeping.    In  case  6\  ex- 
cess, thfs  directors,  under  whose  administration  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  ia  their 
natural  and  pirivate  capacities ;  and  an  action  of 
debt  Baav  in  such  case  be  brought  against  them 
or  i|Dy  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors, or  administrators,  in  any  court  proper  to  try, 
the  same,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  9aid  cor- 
poration, and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment.and 
execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or  agreement 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    But  thi^  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exempt  said  corporation,  or 
the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
same,  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
with  yaid  excess.    Such  6i  said  directors  who 
may  Jbave  been  absent  when  said  excess  was  con- 
tracted or  created,  or. who  may  have  dissented 
from  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  saoie  was 
so  contracted  or  created,  may  respectively  exone- 
rate themselves  from  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith 
givioff  qotice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or 
dissent,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
.United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders  at  a  gene- 
ral meeting,  which  they  'shall  have,  p6'wer  to  call 
for  that  purpose;  and  the  body  corporate  hereby 
created,  and  the  capital  stock  thereof,  shall  be  li- 
able for  all  the  debts  and  engagements  contracted, 
or  which,  befofe  or  on  the  said  fourth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  eighteen* hundred  and  eleven, 
shall  be  contracted  by  the  company^  or  co-part- 
nership heretofore  created  by  the  articles  of  asso- 
ciation herein  before  meationed,  and-^hich  car- 
ried on  the  banking  bqsines^s  under  the  name  and 
style  of  ^^Tbe  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown Y*  atnl  tlie  creditors 
of  the  said  co-partnership,  shall  have  the  like 
remedy  by  action,^  against  th^  said  body  corpo- 
rate^  as  ibey  had  or  have,  or  may  or  ran  have 
against  the  said  co-partnership.       ^ 

Sec.  20.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  in 
c^sh  it  shontd  at  any  tinoe  happen,  that  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  not  he  made,  on  any  day 
when,  pursuant  to  this  act^  it  ought  to  have  been 
made,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause 
be  deemed  to  b^  dissolved;  but  it  shall  be  lawful 
on  any  other  day  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors,  at  a  meeting  to  tie  called  in  such  maii- 
ner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  sard  corporation. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  itjurtker  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed  and 
held  a  public  act,  and  be  and  continue  ia  fo^ce 
for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  eleven, 
and  no  longer. 
Appcoved,  February  18, 1611. 

An  Act  mskmf  a  further  distribution  of  audi  laws  of 
the  United  SUtss,  as  reqicct  the  Public  Lands. 
Be  H  enacted,  4^,.  That  the  copies  of  the  laws 
prepared  and  printed  under  the  authority  of  *'Ad 


act 
such 


providing  for  printing  and  distributing  of 
laws  of  the  United  State^as  respect  the  pub- 
lic lands,"  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Aprils 
oiiethousandeight  hundred  and  ten,  not  otherwise 
disposed  of.  shall  be  distributed  in  the  nianner 
following,  that  is  to  say :  The  President  and  Vtce 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  the  Secre- 
taries of  the  Slate,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,  the  Attorney  GleneraJ,the  Comptrol- 
ler. and'Register  of  the  Treasury,  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  District  Coiirtsof  tne  United  States, 
the  Governors  and  Judges  of  the  Territories,  the 
Surveyor  Gkneral  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Surveyor  of  the  lands'of  the  United  States  south 
of  Tennessee,  shall  each  receive  one  copy;  the 
cleiics  in  Qach  of  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, and  War,  employed  on  hind  buslhess^five 
copies ;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  be  plaecd 
on  his  table  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  five  copies } 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represenrative^,  to  he 
placed  on  his  table,  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  ten  copies;  two  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  shall  be  placed  hi  the  Library,  and  re- 
main there  under  the  same  regulations  as  the 
other  laws  of  the  United  States;  one  hundred 
copies  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, for  the  use  of  the  land  boards  and  offices 
which  may  hereafter  be  established ;  and  the  re- 
mainder shall  he  placed  in  the  Library,  and  each 
member  of  Congress  hereafter  elected,  shall,  so 
long  as  any  remain,  exclusive  of  the  twa  hundred 
ami  fifty  copies  before  mentioned,  be  entitled  to 
one  copy  at  the  commencement  of  that  session  of 
Congress  next  succeeding  his  election. 
Approved,  February  18, 1811. 

Aa  Act  (o  cDsMe  the  pscyple  of  the  Tenritoiy  of  Or- 
leans to  feris  a  eonstilutioB  and  State  government, 
«nE  for-the  adoriasien  of  such  State  into  the  Uoien, 
on  sn  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and 
for  othor  purposes. 

fie  U  enacted,  f  c^  That  the  inhabitants  of  all 
that  part  of  the  territory  or  country  ceded  uader 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  by  the  treaty  made  at  Paris 
on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  contained  within  the  following  limits, 
that  is  to  say :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sabine,  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  mM- 
dleof  the  said  river,  kiduding  all  islands  to  the  thir- 
ty*second  degree  oflatitude,  thence  due  north,  to 
the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-third  degree  of 
north  latrtnder;  tlience along thesaid  parallelof lat- 
titude  to  the  river  Mississippi;  thence  down  thesaid 
river  to  the  river  Iberville ;  and  from  thence  along 
the  middle  of  the  said  river  and  Lakes  Maurepas 
andPontchartrain,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  thence  ' 
bounded  by  the  said  gulf  to  the  place  of  hegia- 
ning :  including  all  islands  wiihin  three  leagues 
of  ttie  coast,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  forth  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
gpvernment,  and  to  assume  such  name  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  ooder  the  provisions  and  upon 
the  eottdkioos  hereinafter  mentioned.^ 
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8feo.  3.  And  be  itfyrtker  enactecL  That  all  free 
^hite  male  citizens  of  the  United  Stages,  who 
^all  have  arrived  at  t^e  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  reajded  within  -  the  said  Territory^  at 
least  one  year  previous*  to  the  day  of  electiqn^ 
and  shall  baye  paid  a  territorial,  county,  or  district 
or  parish  tax  5  and  all  persons  having  in  other  re- 
apec^s  the  legal  qualifications  to  vote  for  represen- 
tatives in  the  Qen^jral  Assembly  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, be  and  they  are  hereby  aBthori;te4  to  choose 
representatives  to  form  a  convention,  who  shall 
be  apportioned  amon|f»t  the  several  counties,  dis- 
.  tricts,  and  parishes  in  the  said  Territory  of  Or- 
leans^ in  such  manner  as  tlie  I^egislature  of  the  said 
Territory  shall  by  law  direct>  The  nuipber  of 
representatives  shall  not  'exceed  sixty ;  and  the 
elections  for  the -representatives  aforesaid  MisiW 
take  piade  pn  the  third  Monday  in  ^ptember 
next,  And  shall  be  conducted  in  the  saine  manner 
as  is  now  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  sajd  Terri- 
tory, for  electing  inembers  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it fifrther  enacted,  That  the  mem- 
bers of  the  conventipn,  when  duly  elected,  be  and 
they  al-e  hereby  authorised  to  mei^t  at  the  city  of. 
New  Orleans,  on  the  first  Moiulay  of  November 
next,. which  convention,  when  met, shall  first  de- 
termine^ by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elect-  > 
ed,  whether  it  be  Expected,  or  dot,  at  that  time,  to 
form  a  constitu^on  and  State  govarnmeht,  for 
the  people  within  the  said  Terrltofv,  aod  if  it  be 
determined  to  be  «xpedieat,  then  the  conventioii 
shall  in  like  manner  declare,  in  be.half  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  said  Territory,  that  it  adopis  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  when^upon  the 
said  convention  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,.authonzed 
to  form  a  oonstitqtion  and  State  government, 
for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory :  Provided, 
The  eonstituiioo  to  be  ibi m^  in.virtu^  of  the 
•muthority  herein  given,  shall  1^  republieaa,  and 
eoBsistent  with  the  ConstitutioB  of  the  United 
Btat^ ;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fnadamental 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  that  it 
shall  secure  to  the  citizen  the  trial  br  jury  in^ll 
criminal  cases,  and  the  privilege  or  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus^  conformable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Conslitvition  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
after  the  admission  of  the  said  Territory  of  Or- 
leans as  a  Stattf  into  the  Union,  the  laws  which, 
such  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated^  and 
Its  records  of  every  descriptioa  shall  be  preserved^ 
aad  its  judicial  and  legislative  writtea  proceed- 
ings conducted,  in  the  language  in  .wl^ich  the 
tlaw9  and  the  judicial  and  legislatiare  wrUlen  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Uoi^d  Siates'^are  now  published 
and  conducted :  And  provided  aUo,  That  the  said 
convention  shall  provide  .by  an  ordinance^  irrevo- 
cably without  the  consent  of  the  United  States, 
tliat  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  Territory  do 
ajgree  a«id  declare  that  they  forever  disclaim  ail 
ri^ht  or.  title  to  the  waste  or  unappropriated  lands, 
Ivinff  within  the  said  Territorv;  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  dispo- 
aitioo  of  the  United  States;  and  moreover  that 
each  and  every  tract  of  land,  sold  by  Congress, 
shall  be  and  remain  exempt  from  any  tax,  laid  by 


the  order  or.  under  the  authority  of  the  Sure, 
w4iether  for  State,  county,  township,  parish,  or 
any  oth^r  purpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  five 
years  from  and  after  the  resp^tive  dajs  of  the 
sales  thereof;  aod  that  the  landi,  belonging  to  cii« 
izens  of  the  United  States,  residing  without  ifaue 
said  State,  shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than  the 
lands  belonging  to  bersons  residing  therein ;  and 
that  no  taxes  shall  oe  imposed  on  lands  the  pro- 
nertjr  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  rirer 
Kfississippi  and  the  navigable  rivers  and  waters 
leading  Jnto  the  same  or  into  the  Qnlf  of  Mexico, 
shall  be  codimon  highways  and  fot-ever  free,  aa 
Veil  to  the.  inhabitants  of  the  sahi  State  as  to 
other  citizens  of  the  tjnited  States,  withoat  any 
tax,  duty,  impost  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the 
said  State.  ^ 

Seo.  4.  And  be  It  Jurther  enacted,  That  in  caae 
the  convention  shall  declare  its  assent  in  behalf 
of  the  people «f  the  said  Territory,  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
shall  form  a  constitution  an 4  State  government 
for  the  people  Of  the  said  Territory  of  Orleans^ 
the  said  convention,  as  soon  thereafter  as  nuf 
be,  is  hereby  required  to  ca^se  to  be  transmitted 
to  Congress  the  instrument,  bv  which  its  assent 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  thus 
jitiven  and  declar^d^  and  .also  a  true  and  attested 
copy  of  such  constitution  or  frame  of  State  gov- 
ernment, as  shall  be  formed  and  provided  by  said 
convention  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disap- 
proved by  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  aAer 
the  receipt  thereof,  the  said  State  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  footing  wit^ 
the  original  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  five 
per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  ^hall  be  applied  to  laying  out  and 
constructing  public  roads  and  levees^  m  the  said 
State,  as  the  Legislature,  thereof  tnay  direct. 

Approved,  February  20, 181 1. 

An  Act  making  apprppriations  for  the  support  of  Gav- 
emmen^  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  handled 
.    and  eleven. 

B4  it  enacted^  i^^  That,  for  the  axpenditore  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  p^^ent  year,  including  the 
continent  expenses  of' the  several  departments 
and  offices ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  boobi  and 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants;  for  thestupportol  theMiatEs^ 
tablishment;  for  the  expense  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations, ;  for  the  support^  of  lig;ht-hooses, 
beacoiiS)  l^uoys,  aad  public  piers ;  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  lands;  aad 
for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the 
following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriated,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  meni* 
hers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenutivee, 
their  officers  ;and  atceadania,  estinuited  for  a  aas- 
siea  of  four  months- niid  a  half  eontinnanca.  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ^en- 
ty-five  dollars. 
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Fox  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  statiooery,  priot- 
ag^  and  all  other  cootipgeDt  expeoses  of  the  two 
louses  of  Congress,  thirtjr-fouc  thousand  dollars. 

For  all  contingent  expenses  of  th^  library  of 
^ngress^and  for  the  librarian'^  allowance  for  the 
ear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  eight 
undred  dollars. 

For  repairing  the  roof  and  fitttog  upfirodm  in 
be  west  side  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol 
)r  the  library  of  Congress,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice 
^resident  of  th^  United  States,  thirty  thousand 
oHacs.  .  '    . 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
lerksL.and  persons  employed  in  that  Department. 
Deluding  tbe  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundren 
nd  seirenty-eight  dollars,  in  addition  ta  tbe  siim 
Uowed  by  the  act. of  the  twenty -first  April,  one 
doubaad  eipfht  hundred  and  &ix,  fourteen  thou- 
md  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  the  ineidepialand  contingent  expenses  of 
be  said  Department,  one  thousand  thre^  hundred 
nd  fifty  dollars.  v 

For  priqtingand  distributing  the  la^s.of  the 
bird  session  of  the  eterenth  Congress,  and  print- 
ig  the  laws  in  newspapers,  fire  thousand  five 
undred  dollats. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
loluding  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
nd  fifty  dollars  for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the 
am  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  Aprll^ 
ne  thousand  eigbt.hundred  and  six,  sixteen  ihou- 
ind  seven  hundred-  dollars. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
Uowance  to  the  person  enipToyed  in  transmitting 
assports  and  sea-letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
rinting  in  the  office  of  the  S^eetetary  of  the  Trea- 
luy,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  ^Comptroller  of  the 
?reasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
ffice,  including  ihe  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hun- 
red  and  thirty-nine  dollars  for  compensation  to 
is  clerks,  in  addition  io  \he  sqm  allowed  by  the 
ct  of  the  twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  six,  fourteen  tnousaod  six  hundred 
nd  aixteenx  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
iental  and  oojuingent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol- 
er's  office,  fiv^, hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
ury,  clerks,  and  persons  employ^  in  his  office, 
welve  thousand  two  hundred  and  tw^nty-pae 
loUaw.  '         . 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inoi- 
leotal  and  contingent  expenses  of  ttie  Auditor's 
office,  five  hondred  dollars* 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasiifer,  cleifks,  and 
tersons^employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand  two 
mndred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  forty-five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  ioci-* 
iental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasurer's 
iffice,  three  hunched  dollars. 

For  compebsatioa  to  the  Begister  of  the  Trea* 
ury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ixteen  thousand  afty-tW0  dollars  and  two  cents. 


For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re- 
gister's office,  for  Ktarapiog  and  arranging. ships' 
registers,  ninety  doHars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contjogeot  expenses  in  the 
Register's  office,  including  bopks  for  the  public 
stocks,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine  rec- 
ords^ twcv  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other,  contingent  and  incidental . 
expenses  of  the  Treasuiy  Department,  four  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 
For  oompepsation  to  a  superintendeiHi employed 
to  secure  the  boUdings  and  records  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  inclnding  the  expanse 
oftivo  wiatobmen.  the  repairs  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  print- 
ing the  public  accouoto  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred doHars.  .  > 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.   . 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Secretanr  of  War. 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  offic^e,  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  ex|>en8e  of  fuel,  sjtationery,  print! pg,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensatibn  to  the  Accountant  of  she 
War  Dejpartment,  cler|cs.  and  persons  enjoyed 
in  his  omce,  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  tbe 
Paymaster's  office,  three  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
hundred  dollars. 

'  For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  PubUc 
Supplies^lerks,anclperson8  employed  in  his  office, 
ana  for  expense  of  stati9nery,  store  rent,  and  fuel 
ifor  said  office,  including  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  for  compensation  to  clerks,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  ftve 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars, 

For  compensation  of  additional  clerks  iot  the 
.office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  nine 
.thousana  eight  hundred^and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and 
l>ther  cohtingf  nt  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
thousand  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  thousand  fpur  hundred  and  ten  d9llars. 
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For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  Nary,  one  tfpasand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fosunaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmaster  G«neral^  clerki«)  and  person:* 
employed  in  the  Poistmast^r  General's  office,  in- 
^  eluding  the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
.  and  forty-fire  dollars  for  compensatioa  to  dlerks, 
in  addition  .to  the  sum  allowed  bjr  the  act  of  the 
twentj'first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  SIX,  and  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  dollars  for  deficiencies  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  year  one  >hou«aod  eight  hondred  aiid  ten, 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
dollars  and  seventy-eieht  cents. 

For  the  expense  o(  fuel,  house  rent  for  the  mes- 
senger, candles,  stationery,  chests,  dtc,  incident 
to  the  Postmaster  General's  office,  two  thousand 
'  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Comp- 
inissioriers  of  Loans,  and  for  allowances  to  cer- 
tain loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to 
defray  the  authof ized  expense  of  the  several  loan 
offices,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Q^ntral  and 
bis  clerks^  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  toibe  Surveyor.of  the  lands 
801th  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed  in  bis  o$ce, 
and  for  stationery  and.  other  contingencies,  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensatiojj  to  the  officersof  the  Mint,  viz; 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars ; 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand    two  hundred 
dollars  J    . 
'     The  Assayer,one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

The  Chief  Coiner,'^ one  thousand  ^le  hundred 
dollars; 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars ; 

The  Engravet,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars'; 

One  cferk  at  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  two 
clerks  at  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  melting, 
coining,  carpenters',  mill-wrights',  and  smitbs' 
work,  including  the  sura  of  oncsthousand  dollars 
allowed  to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die-forger,  who' 
also  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  work,  and 
of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  en- 
gravpr,  eight  thbusand  dollars.  " 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  rollers  and  screws, 
timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for  all 
other  contii)gencies  of  the  Mjnt,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars. 

For  an  allowance  for  wastage  in  the  gold  and 
silver  coinage,  including  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  arising  fVom  the  increase  of  the 
coinage  for  that  and  several  antecedent  years,  six. 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gk>vernor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans',  thirty  thou-* 
land  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  stationery  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  Territory,  including  the  sum 


of  one  thousiind  dollars  for  a  deficieiiey  16  t^ 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eigbt  Jnio- 
dred  and  ten,  two  thousand  eight  huadred  and 
fifty  -dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Jadges^and 
Secretary,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ioclodiag 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  hnndred  and  thir- 
teen dollars  and  thirty -three  cents,  for  a  defideacr 
in  the  appropriation  for  the. year  one  tbonsaad 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  ten  thoufand  one  haodrri 
and  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-tjiree  eeots. 

For *expensfrof  stationery,  (^oe  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  tbree  haa- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gk>vernor,  Judges;, aad 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  svl  thooaaad 
«ix  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  statioaeVy,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expensee  of  said  Territory/three  hoa- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For' compensation  to  the  Govemor,'Jadga6,aad 
Sedretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  mx  tboo- 
sand  six  hundred  dollars.. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fiftydotlars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Cvovemor,  Jadges,aBd 
Beeretary,  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  six  thoiiaand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  ej^pen^e  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  e^pen^ses  of  said  Territoryi  three  hva- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Jodges,  aad 
Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  Six  tboasaad 
six  hondred  dollars,. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rem,  and  other 
cotitingent  expenses  of  said  Territory^  three  hoa* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  ibr,  as  shall  have  heeo  ad- 
mitted in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  ia 
the  several  Departments  of  dtate,  Treasury,  War 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Po»t  Office,  not  ei- 
ceeding  for  each  department,  respeefively,  tfteea 
per  centum  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  bf 
th^  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  %t  the 
comrpensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ins  out  certain  pnblic  roads  and  for  other  purposes," 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty^fthie 
dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges  and  District  Judges 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief /a^iee 
and  two  Associate  Judges  for  the  District  of  C#- 
IntDbia ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  the  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  the  Territorr  of  Orleans,  fifty-aiae 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  to  the  sev- 
eral District  Attorneys  of  tUe  United  States,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  to  the  several  Mar- 
shals for  the  Districts  of  Maine.  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Nbrth  Giroiiiia.Ceatticky, 
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OhiO)  Kast  and  West  TeniMssee,  and  Orfteaos, 
two  thoti^aad'  two  buodred  dollars.  . 

For  defcayiog  the  expeoseg  ef  the  Supreoiej 
Circiiit,  and  Distriot  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
iDclodlBgr  the  Dittriot  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  wiui«sses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arisiuff  frotn 
Boes,  forfeitures  and  <^enalti^s,  and  for  defrayiag 
the  expenses  of  proseeutions  for  offences  cgAinst 
the  Uniteci  States,  and  for  the  safe  Ibeepiag  of 
prisoDera,  fortf  thousand  doljars. 

For  the  faymebt  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
by  the  late  and  present  Qovernment,  mpe'huu* 
dred  aod  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  payiAent  of  the  annual  allowabee  te 
the  ioi^Ud  pensioners  of  the  United  State?,  £roid 
the  fifth  of  Mareh,  otie  thousand  eight  huadred 
andelevep,  to  the  fourth  of  March  one  thousand, 
eight  hunidred  and  tweWe,  ninety-eight  thousand 
dollars  Dinety-eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  su()povt  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  huoYs  and  public  piers,  stakeaces 
of  ctiai^DelB,  bars  and  shoals,  and  certain  eontra- 
gent  expenses,  sixty-eight  thousand  nine  htiadred 
and  sixty-five  d'oUars  and  thirty-nine*cents.  , 
•  For  ^recting.light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  at  or  near  the  Pitch  of  Cape  Look 
Oat,  iq  North  Carolina,  being  the  amount  of  an 
additional  appropriation  carried  to  thS"  surplus^ 
fond,  twenty  tbousaad  dollars* 

For  building-a  lif^kt-bouse  on.  th^  south  point 
of  Cumberland  Island,  in  Qeorgia,  being  tb^ 
amount  of  a  former  apprt»priatipn  carried  ta  the 
surplus  fund,  four  thousand  doliars« 

For  erecting  a  light-bouse  bu  the  south  point  of 
Sapelo  Uland  in  Gcori^ia,  and  for  phioing  cerlaln- 
buoys  and  beacons  on  Dobajr  bar  and  Beach  point, 
being  the  balance  of  former  appropriations  car- 
ried to  the  sui^plos  fund,  six  thousand  seven  hiin- 
dred'and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  six  cents. 

For  erecrittg  a  light-house  on  Point  Judith, 
being  the  balance  of  a  former  ilppropriation  .car-r 
ried  to  the  surplus  fund,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

For  erecting  two  lights  on  Lake  Brie,  ri2 :  on 
or  near  Bird  Isl'and,'  and  on  of  neaf  Presque  Isie^. 
in  addiuon  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  nf^de 
for  that  purpose,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  eipecse  of  Purvey  inc  the  pub- 
lic lafnds  within  the  several  Territories  of  the  tJni 
ted  States,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.' 

For  paying  for  the  printing  of  neiy  ships*  reg- 
isters, including  the  cost  of  paper,  the  balance  of 
a  former  appropriafion  of  one  thous;&nd  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  for  this  object  bavibg  been 
heretofore  catried  ro'  the  surplus  fund,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars.  "" 

For  discharging  the  expense  of  the  third  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  6f  the  United  States, 
and  that  of  taking  an  account  of  thdir  manufac- 
tures, one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercodrse  with  fore igu  nations, 
forty-seven  thousand  dollars.   ' 

Foi^  expenses  of  intercourse  with  tlie  Burbary 
Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses*  of  Qovernment, 
the'balance  of  former  Sppropriations  for  that  ob- 


.  jef^  huTing  "been'  carried  to  the  sutplus  "fund, 
twenty  thou^nd  dollars.    . 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Amer^ 
lean  seamen,  &^^  thousand  dollars. 
.  For  expenses  of  prosecuiia|f  claims  and  ap* 
peals  in  ihe  courts  ok  G^eat  Britain  in  relation  to 
captures  of  American  vessels,  and  defending 
oabses  elsewhere,  four  thousand  dbllars. 

For  cotnpeiMition  allowed  Ckorge  W.  Erving, 
as  agent  in  receiving  and  paying  awards  of  t^ 
Board  of  ConMoissioiiers,  under  the  seventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  British  treaty,  estimated. at  two  aod  a 
baif  per  .cent,  on  theamount  of  such  awards  as 
were  actually  received  by  him^  tweoty-two.thou- 
sand  three  hundred  and  ninety^t wo  dollars  and 
sixty-seven  cents. 

^or  payment  of  the  claim  of  Patrick  Donnon, 
late  surveyor  of  the  county  ofHardy,-in  Vii|^inia, 
beiag  his  compensationuirder  the  act  of  Congress, 
passedMay  thirteenth,  ode  thousand  eight  hundred, 
^'  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  surveyors  of  the  rev- 
enue^^  for  valu ins:, -recording,  and  adding  to  the 
tax  lists  sundry  tfacts  of  lands  and  dwelling- 
houses  omitted  by  the  assessors,  there  not  beiog^a 
sufficient  balance  duefor^dir^cttax  iVom  Virginia 
(or  satisfying  this  claim,  seven  hundred  and 
tWenty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

Forpaymeatof  expenditures  made  by  James 
Simmons,  late  collector  of  Charleston,  from  Jan- 
uary.first,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv- 
niiie,'  to  D^eember  thiriy>irst,ooe  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ^^f^^  for  the  Navy  Department,  as 
admitte4' on  settlemept  of  his  accounts  ^at  the 
Treasury,  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty^nine  dolUis  and  three  eents. 
^  For  the  drschatge  \>f  such  miscellaneous  islaims 
against  the  United  States,  not  other w'ise provided 
wi^  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury /four  thousand  doHai^. 

For  the  payment  oC  a  balance  dae'the  estate  of 
the  late  Maior  €teneral  Anthony  Wayne,  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  passed  at  the  present  session, 
entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  ef  the 
late  Major  General  Wavne,"  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  4nd  seventy  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 

Sdo.  2.  And  be  ii  Jurther  tnadedy  That  the 
several  appropriations  herein l^fore made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fond  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  4)f  the  United  Slates, and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  20, 1811. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  OeorgeUtwn  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  tb  levy  msney  for  the  object  of  its  in- 
*  corporation. 

'  Be  if  enacted,  ^c..  That  the  Directors  of  the 
Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Cbn^pany  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  call  a  general  meet* 
ing  of  the  stockholders  of  sail]  company,  to  be 
held  at  Georgetown,  ih  the  District  of  Columbia, 
by  causing  public  notice  to  be  eiven  of  the  time 
and  place  of  such  meeting,  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, and  in  one  of  the  newsna|>ersprioted  ia 
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6««h  of  the  cities  of  Ntw  York,  Pliihid«lpliia,'sod 
Baltimore,  in  four  snceeniTe  w«ekt,  the  \aax  time 
•t  ieast  thirtjT  tiays  before  the  diy  of  holding  the 
said  general  meetioff.  And  if  at  goek  general 
meetioff,  the  scoekhouen  pretest,  hj  ihemselF^s 
or  iMral  represeotatiyes,  ehall  detemine  to  rebuild 
the  DTtdge  at  or  near  the  little  falls  of  the  river 
Potomac,  (fo^  the  purpose  of  ereettng  which  ori- 
ffinaliy  was  theobpeet  of  thetr incorporation,)  the 
holder*  of  tw0*thirds  of  the  stocks  represented  at 
that  meeting  ooacurrtng,  then  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  directors  of  said  company,  or  khy 
two  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  empoweJI-ed,  to 
assess  npon  and  collect,  from  the  stockholdeni  of 
fhe  said  company,  snch  sum  and  snm*  of  money, 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  pay  its  debts  already  in- 
curred, and  to  rebuild,  make  and  keep  in  repair 

'  the  said  bridge,  together  with  the  read  leaatag 
tl^ereto  from  Georgetown:  Provided^  That  the 
whole  amount  ofsnchasseesfaaentB  shall  not  exceed 
twenty*fiye  doHars  on  each  share  in  the  stock  of 
said  compaay.  And  ai^  such  assessment  an4 
assessments,  the  said  directors  shall  giv^  pubKc 
notice  to  the  said  stockholders,  by  adtertising  the 
same  in  the  newspapers  aforesaid ;  and  the  sum 
and  sums  #hich  shall  be  so  assei^ed,  the  ^id 
stockholders  are  hereby  required  to  pay  to  the 
said  directors,  within  sixty  days  after  sUch  notice  ; 
and  on  failure  thereof,  forihe  space  of  thirty  daya^ 

'  after  the  expiration  of  tjie  aaid  sixty  days,  the 
said  directors,  or  any  two  of  thfl«r,  are  hereby  au^ 
thorized  to  sell  tbe'^hare  or  ehares  of  any-  and 
erery  delin()tteDt  stockholder ;  erery  such  sale  to 

*b«  made  at  public  auction  in  Qeorffctown,  afore- 
said, on  the  day  specified  in  said  adrertiMment : 
Provided,  That  no  more  shares  shall  be  sold  than 
)Bhall  be  deemed  necessary  to  tevy  (he  sum  and 
MUBs  of  money  which  ehall  be  iasested  as  afbre- 
aaid ;  and  that  the  sui^lus,  if  any,  arising  on  any 
aooh^es,  shall  by*  the  directors  aforesaid,  be  de- 
posited in  th6  Bank  of  Oolumhia,  lor  tbo  use  of 
the  owner  or  ownerji  of  the  share  or  shares  so  sold. 
And  the  said  directors^  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
transfer  oa  the  books  of  the  said  compaiiy,  to  the 
purchaser .  or  purohasen,  the  sh^re  o^  shares  so 
sold,  and  if  demanded  g^  a  certificate  or  ^ertifi- 
egtes  thereof,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  which 
shall  secure  to  suph  purchaser,  or  purchasers,  a 

'  TaUd  title  to  the  sane. 

Approved  Fehmary  23,  ISll. 


An  Act  proYiding  fiir  the  sale  of  a  taact  of  land  Wing 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indi- 
,  ana  Territory. 

Be  it  enacUdf  fc^  Thai  the  commissioners  ap* 
pointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate 
of  Tennessee,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
No?ember,  one  thousand  ^ight  hundred  and  nine, 
to  fix  on  a  site  for  the  town  of  Pulaski,  in  the 
county  of  Qiles^  an4  Sute  aforesaid,  and  their 
successors  la  office,  be  and  they  are  nereby  au- 
thorized, on  producing  a  receipt  from  the  receiver; 
of  public  moneys  for  at  least  one-twenlieth  part 
of  the  purchase  money,  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  ofice^  eatablished  for  the  lands  ceded 


to  the  United  fiNates  bf  the  Cherofeeen^  Ofciek* 
asaw  Indians, in  the  MiesBsippi  Territory,  a  trmec 
of  land  lyittg  in  a  regular  square,  nnd^eooiaimiBg 
six  hundred  and  fortj  acres,  which  Imu  or  nmy 
be  fixed  oa  as  a  site  for  the  town  of  Pvlashd,  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  same  price  and  on  tbeaane  ter«u 
abd  cJbnditions  of  payment  as  are  prorided  wick 
respect  to  the  other  pubKe  lands  sold  «€  private 
safe  at  the  rtiid  office ;  and,  on^  completui^  the 

Gymentof  the  pureht^se  money,  a  potest  ahati 
granted  therefor  to  the  said  eoeamiaaioncfa  aad 
their  fltuccesaors  in  offce,  in  trusty  for  the  ese  af 
the  said  county  of  Oiles,  for  the  porpoae  afore- 
said.   . 

Sscrd.  And  be  U  Jwrther  enacted,  Thar  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  territory,  to  fix  oa  a  proper 
site  for  the  |>ermanent  seat  of  goToraaae&t  for 
the  Mid  Territory,  be,  and  they  aro  iMrehy  au- 
thorized, aad  their  successors  in  odJMe,  su  soea  as 
the  mrveys  under  the  authority  -of  tbe  Uaiicd 
Staes  shall  have  beea  made  of  the  landa  wkiek 
they  shall  select,  and  on  producing  a  receipc  from 
the  receiver  of  pubU*  moneys,  for  at  leM  one- 
twentieth  p4rt  of  the  purchase  noney,  to  eater 
with  the  register  6f  the  laad  office  for  tlie  district 
in  which  the  laud  lies,  any  four  qonrtor  sectieas 
of  land  adjoining  to  each  other,  wiiieh  kave  act 
beea  reserved  by  any  former  act  of  Coagress,  aad 
whiah  the  said  commiesioaers  may  aeleef  aad  fix 
OB  as  a  site  for  the  perbiadent  seat  of  goVera- 
ment  for  the  said  Territory,  and  payneoc  shall 
be  mKde  therefor  at  the  same  price,  and  oa  Che 
same  terms  and  coodittons,  as  aee  pcovided  ta  re- 
spect to  the  othisr  public  lands  sold  at  private  sak 
in  the  same  district;  aad  on  cooapleting  tbe  aav- 
ment  of  the  purchase  moiiey,  a  patent  sImU  he 
granted  therefor  ta  the  satf  cemmissiooers  wmi 
their  successors  in  oAoe,  in  trust  for  tke  use  ef 
said  Territory,*  for  the  purpoee  aforeaatd. 
.  Approved,  February  35, 181L 


An  Aet  providiag  for  the  rameTal  of  tke  laad  edks 
established  at  NashviUe,  in  the  Stale  of  Tinassiii. 
aad  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  mod  to  aeihsasB 
the  register  and  receiver  ef  public  moneys  to  skpsr- 
intead  the  publip  sales  of  Isnd  in  the  district  essl  af 
Pearl  river. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^c^  That  the  Presideat  of  ihe 
United  States  be,  aiui  he  hereby  is,  authoctzed  to 
remove  the  land  dffice  esttablished  Tor  the  sale  ef 
the  public  landiceded  to  the  United  Suiea by  the 
Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians  in  the  llisdi- 
sippi  Territory,  from  Nashville,  to  such  pAaee 
withfn  the  district  for  which  it  was  estafauthed 
as  he  may  judge  most  proper ;  and  to  reeaove  the 
Jaad  office  from  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
soBM  suitable  place  within  the  district  for  which 
it  was  establisded. 

Sfio.  2.  And  be  it  JuHhqr  macted,  That  the 
public  sales  of  tbe  public  lands,  in  the^diatiiec 
east  of  Pearl  riv^r,  in  the. Mississippi  Territory.. 
and,  also,  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  be  conducted  under  the  snperia- 
undence  alone  of  the  tauter  aad  receivar  ef 
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Mm  anrntf  Imt  the  tfitd  ^diatMets,  who  art  4mm- 
y  aptboriz^d  and  empowared.ta  sap«riiiteiid  cbe 
ime.  10  tteir  respeeuva  districts,  any  law  to  the 
ODtraryootwitlisUDdJiig;  aad  tbay  shall  receiira 
lie  eoro)[>ensation  provided  by  law  for  the  super* 
itendanis  of  pohlio  sake  in  the  distrieta  afore- 
lid. 

QwcS.  And heii  further muncUd,  That^ifapy 
«et  of  the  poblie  Jandy  which  baa  bceo  sold,  or. 
My  hereafter  be  aoid,  ill  aoy  Stita  or-Tertitory 
Fbereio  a  Uttd  office  is,  or  liMiy  be  established, 
Bd  OD  which  complete  paymeiit  has  niot,  or  n»ay 
ot  have  b«^D  made,  withia  the  time  prescribed 
y  law  for  oompleliciff  the  satoe,  aad  the  tract 
aviaa  beeoradTertisedfor  sale,  agreeably  id  la^,^ 
;  shall  be  lawful  to  otfet  the  same  for  sale  at  pob- 
e  rettdiie«atahe  time  and  place  of  theaittioff  of 
ifte  coaH  for  the  cooaty  io  whkh  the  land  pffice 
I  kept  for  the  district  to  wbichthe  tract  beloogs, 
rhetiier  the  oa«rt  shall  he  denominated  a  aoiiK 
f  qaarter  sessioiia,  or  by  whaterer  other  4MfB»* 
OD  ti  may  be  kaewa.    - 

Appraved)  February  t^  18XL 

Aa  Aet  estsbtishing  Navy  Hospksls. 

Be  U  emuM^  ^  Thai  the  mooey  hereafter 
ollected  by  vinoe  of  the  act.  aatitled  "Ao  aario 
ddition  to  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick«iid  dis< 
bled  seamen,"  shall  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  of 
le  Navy,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoryi  alui  the 
(ecretaryof  War,  for  the  time  beings  who  are 
ereby  appointed  a  board  of  eommissionere.  by 
16  name  and  styleWl  Commissioners  of  Navy 
[oepitftla,  which,  together  with  the  sum  of  fiAy 
lousand  dollars  hei^by  appropriated  oar  of  the 
^expended  belanca  6(  the  mat ioe  hospital  fand, 
»  be  paid  to  the^eoinmi8sioners.aforesaid|  shall 
Mstitnte  a  faad  for  navy  hospitals^ 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enade^  That  all 
nas  tmpased  on  na^y  officers,  sramaii  and  ma- 
inesy  shall  be  paid  to  the  Oommissionerref  Navy 
loapitals. 

Ssa  3.  And  he  U  fmrther  enaeied,  That  the 
kMDnaisBioDers  of  Navy  Hospitals  be,  and  <  taey 
re  bereby-atitheHzed  aad  Required  to  proaare^at 

suitable  place  or.  places,  pioper^itas  far  Qavy 
oepiMiIs,  aad  if  the  necessary  boildinffs  are  not 
roeored  with  the  site,  to  caase  such  to  be  eneetcd, 
aving  doe  regard  to  economy,  aad  giving  pref? 
reiioe  to  such  plans  as  wiih  niioec  convenience 
nd  leant  cost  will  admit  of  subsequent  additions^ 
s  the ,  funds  wj^  permit,  aad  circamstances  re* 
aire ;  and  thecommissioiiers  are  required,  at  one 
f  the  establishments,  to  provide  a  penaaaent 
sylom  for  disabled  and  decrepit  navy  officers,* 
eam'eu  and  marines. 

Sac  4.  And  beU  fiuiher  enaded^  ThaMbe 
leeretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  and  required 
3  prepare  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for 
he  govenunent  of  the  nistitatiori,  and  report  (ha 
ame  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sbo.  5.  And  he  it  farther  eno^ed,  That,  whea 
ny  navy  officer,  seaman,  or  inariae,  shallbe  ad- 
nitted  into  a  navy  hospital,  that  the  institution 
hall  be  allowed  one  ration  par  cbiy  donng^hia 


contionagee  therein,  to  be  deducted  from  the  ac- 
count^ the  Uaited  States  with  such  officer,  sea- 
maa,  or  marine  f  and,  in  like  meaner,  when  any 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  entitled  to  a  pension, 
shall  he  admit^  into  a  navy  hospitnl,  such  pen- 
sion, during  his  continuance  therein,  shall  be^paid 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Nevy  Hospiials[  and 
deducted  from  the  accoutit  of  such  pensioner. 
Approved,  February  26, 1611. 


Ad  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  wp- 
pjementsT]^  to  the  act  cOncermng  Consnb  and  Yice- 
Codsuls,''  and  for  the  fnrdier  protection  of  American 
seaneAtf 

Beit  enacted,  <fc..  That  in  alfcases  where  dis- 
tressed mariners  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
have  been  transported,  from  foreign  por^s  where 
there  waa  np  consul,  vice-consul,  commercial 
agent,  or  vice-commercial  agent,,  of  the  United 
States,  to  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  all 
cases  where  they  shall  hereafter  be  so  transport- 
ed, there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  master  or  owner 
of  each  vessel,  in  which  they  shall  or  m^y  have 
been  transported,  such  reasonable  compensation, 
in  addition  to  the  allowance  now  fixed  by  law, 
as  shall  be. deemed  equitable  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  88, 1811. 
^^^^—-^ 

A6  Act  sappleaentary,  to  the  act,  entHled  <*  An  aet 
eoacemhig  the  oomiDereial  intercourse  betweea-the 
United  States  and  OrMrt  Britain  and  Fruice,  and 
their  d^eadiociss,  snd  for  other  pprpose%'' 
.  BeitenoQtedj  ^.,  That  no  vessel^owned  whol* 
ly  by'a  citizeu  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port 
prior  to  the  second  day  of  JF*ebruary,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  no  merchandise, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
tied  States,  imported  in  such  Tessel,^hali  be  liable 
to  seizure  or  forfeiture,  ou  account  of  any  infrac- 
tion, or.  presumed  infraction,  t>f  the  pronsions  of 
the  act  to  which  this. aet  is  a  supplement* 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  d  further  enacted,  That,  in 
ease  Greal  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  tha^  they  ehaH  cease  to  viohKe  the  aeu»- 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  Stutes,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  declare  the.  ftict  by  prodsmatton ;  and 
such  proelamatiott  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence, 
and  no  other  evidence  shall  be  admiued  of  such 
revocation  or  linbdificatlon  in  any  suit  or  prose- 
cution which  may  be  instituted  under  the  iburth 
section  of  t|^e  aet  to  which  this  aet  is  a  supple^ 
meat.  And  the  restrictions  imposed,  or  which 
may  he  imposed,  by  virtoe  of  the  said  act,  ihatl, 
from  the  date  of  such  proclamation,  ctese  and  be 
discontinued.  '  ^  ' 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  hgrtheir  enacted^  That,  until 
the' proclamation  aforesaid  sbalhhave  been  is- 
sued, the  several  provisions  of  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixthj  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth)  "and 
eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
interdiet  the  commeteial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Smtee  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  nutposes,"  shall 
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ha^e  full  force,  and  .be  iminediMe^r  carried  into 
effect  agaioat  Great  Britain,  her  colooies.  aod  de* 
pendeoeiea:  Provided,  however,  Tbat  aiiy  vessel 
or  mercbaadise  wbicb  mayj  io  pursuaoce  there- 
of, be  seized,  prior  to  the  fact  being  aseertaroed, 
whether  Great  Britaip  shall,  oq  or  hjefore  the 
seceod  day  of  February,  one  thoqsaod  eight  hun- 
dred and  devepy  have  revoked  or  modified  her 
edicts  in  the  manner  aboye-menliooed,  shall,  nev- 
ertheless, be  restored  on  application  of  the  pi^r- 
ties,  on  their  giving  bond,  with  approved  sure- 
tfes,  to  the  United  States,. in  a  sum  equal  tp  the 
value  thereof,  to  abide,  the  decision  of  the  proper 
court  of  the  United  States  thereon ';  and  any  such 
bond  shall  be  considered  ^s  satisfied,  if  Great 
Britain  shall,  oin  or  before  the  second  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
have  revoked  or  rbodified  her  edicts  in  the  man- 
ner above-mentioned  :  Provid^d^  alsq,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  cbnstrued  to  afiect 
any  ships  or  vessels  whoHy  owned  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  had  creareff 
out  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  for  any  port 
beyond  the  same,  prior  to  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember,  one  thousand  eis^ht  hundred  and  ten.  ' 
Approved,  March  2, 1811. 


An  Act  for  estabUshing  trading  hooMsti;^  the  Indian 
/  tdbes. 

J^e  it  enacted,  fc^  Tbat  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  ot  the  United  plates  to  establish 
trading  hoiis^  at  such  ports,  and  places  on  the 
frontiers,  or  in  the  Indian  country,  on.  either  or 
both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  be  shall 
judge  most  convenient,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on^  liberal  trade  liviih  the  several  Indiannaa- 
tions,  within  the  Unit^  States  or  their  teiirt- 
tories. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fitrihe^r  enacUd,  That  the 
President  of  the. United  States  shall  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Indiai)  trade, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  purchase  and  take  charge 
of  all  goods  jnt^de4  for.  trade  with  the  Indian 
D^tions,  aforesaidj  and  to  transmit  the  same  to 
such  places  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent; and  ht  fihaU  ta)£A  an  f^th  or  affirmation 
faithfully  to  jezecute  the  trust  committed  to  him, 
and  that  he  will  sot  directly  or  indirectly  be  con- 
cerned or  inureMed  in  any  trade,  commerce,  or 
barter,  restricied  by  this  law.  and,  excejpt  on  the 
public  account ;  and  he  sh^ll  also  give  bbod,  in 
the  penal  ^um  oF  twenty  thousi^ul  dollars,  with 
sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  SecTe- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  truly 
and  honestly  to  account  for  all  money,  goods, 
aad  other  property  whatever,  which  sbail  come 
into  his  hands,  or  for  which,  in  good  faith,  he 
ought  80  to  account,  and  to  perform  all  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  this  act;  and  he  slifill  render 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  quacter  yearly 
account  of  all . his  receipts  and  expenditures. of 
cash^  purchases,  and  transmittals  of  goods  for  the 
Indian  trade,  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  by  the 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury,  as  other  pub- 
lic accoonts.  ^ 


Ssc.S.  AndbeiifiaikereimcUdj  TkatdM^So- 
perintendent  of  Indian  trade  shall  recetTe  an  vn- 
nual  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payabie 
quarter  yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  UaiAed 
Sutes. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  UfurUier  enacUd,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  anthor- 
•  ized  to  appoint  an  «geat,  and,  when  hm  shaH  deca 
it  proper,  an  aasbtant  agent,  for  each  tra^iag- 
hoi^se  establishmeat,  established  under  the  provv- 
ions  of  this  act ;  and  every  such  ageot  and  anst* 
ant  agent  shall  give  bond,  with  sActent  seean<- 
ty,in  soeh  sum  as  the  President  shall  direct,  traly 
and  honestly  to  account  for  ail  the  moaey,  goods, 
aod  ot^r  property  whatever,  whick  akall  caaae 
into  his  hands,  and  for  f^ich  he  oagbt  so  co 
account :  find  to  perform  all  the  duties  reqaiied 
pf  him  hi  this  act;  and  shall. take  aa  oaik  or 
affirmation  faithfully  lo  execute  the  troac  com- 
mttted  to  him ;  and  that  he  will  iiot  directly  or 
iAdtrectly  be  coDcenied  or  iatereated  ta  aay  trade, 
commerce,  or  barter,  but  on  tiie  pablic  aecoont. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  ifjkrther  eitutcUdj  Tbat  it  sbail 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  said  agents  to  receive, 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  dis- 
pose of  'in  trade  with  the  Indian  aations  afore- 
said, such  goods  as  may  be  transmitted  ta  him 
by  the  superintendent,  to  be  received  and  disposed 
of  as  aforesaid,  accbraing'to  the  rales  aad  orders 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe ;  and  be  shall  render  an  accooac,  f  oar^ 
ter  yearly,  t^  the  Superintendent  of  lodiaa  trade, 
of  all  money,  goods,  and  other  property  whatso- 
ever, which  shall  be.  transmitted  to  him,  or  which 
jshaU  come  into  his  hands,' or  for  wbich,  ia  good 
faith,  he  o^ght 'to account;  and  he  shall  tiaas- 
mit  duplicates  of  his  aocounts  to^the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury^of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  Ufuriher  enaded^  That  the 
Superintendent  of  ladiai^  trade,  the  agents,  or  their 
olerJc»,  or  other  persons  employed  by  tb««i,  shall 
not  be,  directly  or  indirecily,  coacenied  or  inter* 
ested  in  carrying  on  trade  or  commerce  ia  any  of 
the  ^ds  or  articles  bought  for,  or  sopfdied  to.  or 
received  from  the  Indians,  or  shall  be  owaer,  ia 
wbole  or  in. part,  of  any  sea  Irrttel,  or  shall  take 
or  apply  to  his  or  ^heir  use  any  gain  or  emoln- 
moat  for  negotiating  or  transacting  any  biisiae» 
in  the  Indian-  depanmeat,  other  than  what  sMl 
be  allowed  by' lit w ;  and  tbat  the  said  ageatij  as- 
sistaiit  agentf^  or  any  persons  employed  by  them, 
shall ii6t  be  dilrectlyor  indirectly  conceraed  or 
interested  in  carrying  oa  the  business  of  trade  or 
commerce,  on  their  own  or  any  other  than  tbe 
pablic  account,  or  take  or  apply  to  his  or  their  ose 
any  emolument  or  gain  for  negotiating  any  saeh 
business,  during  tbeir  appointment,  agency,  or 
employmeot/respectively,  other  than  provided  by 
this  act,  or  excepting  for  and  on  account  of  the 
United  States;'  and  if  any  such  persons  shall 
ofifond  against  any  of  tbe  prohibitions  aforesaid, 
he  shall  be  deem^  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  aotl 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and. shall  he  removed  from  such  office,  agency. or 
easployment,  aad  fotefejr  theiseaft^^  jncapahle 
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of  boldifig  aoy  office  under  tlie  ynited  States: 
Provided,  That  if  aoy  ])ersoD,  other  than  a  public 
prosecutor,  shall  give  inforoiatioo  of  any  sucii 
offeoceubon  ^hjcb  a  prosecutioo  aud  convictioD. 
shall  be  bad,  one-hair  of  the.  aforesaid  penalty, 
when. recovered)  shall  ^e  for  the  use  ^of  tbe  person 
ffiviD^  such  information:  And  propideil,  clUo^ 
That  if  such  misdenieaBor  be  poomaitted  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  or -by  aoy  agent 
or  assistant  agent,  it  shall  he  deemed  a  breach  of 
tbe  condition  of  hi^  bond,  anxl  the  penalty  thereof 
may  be  recovered  in  any  court  having  competent 
jurisdiction  of  tb^  same.       ^  .    ' 

S£c.  7.  4^  ^  fi  furihetr  enacted,  That  the 
prices  of  goods  supplied  4o,  and  to  be  paid  for  by, 
the  lodiansi  shall  he  regulated  in  nuch  manner, 
that  the  capital  stock  furnished  by  the  United 
States  shall  not  he  diminished.  / 

S£o.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacfed,.  That  if  any 
Bffent  or  agents,  their  clerks,  or  other  person  em- 
ployed by  them,  sh^ll  purchase  or  receive  from 
my  Indian,  in  the  way  of  trade  ,or  barter,  any 
g;un,  or. other  article  commonly  used  in  huqting, 
my  instrument  of  husbandry  or  cooking  utensAi 
!>f  the  kind  usually  obtained  by  Indians  in  their 
intercourse  with  white  people,  or  any  article,  of 
slothing,  excepting  skins  or  furs,  he  or  they  shall, 
-espeelively,  furfeic  the;  sum  of  one  hundred  dol; 
am  for  each  ofibn^e,  to  bereeoveredby  action  of 
iebt,  in  the  name  and  to  the  ilse  of  the  Uoiied 
^tea,  in  an^  court  having  jurisdiction  in  like' 
sases:  Prrmdedy'That  no  suit  shall  be  .com- 
n^ocect,  exoeptln  the  State  or  Territory  within 
Fhich  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  tn 
rhich  the  defendant  may  reside^  add  it  shaU  be 
le  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  or 
f  the  Superintendents  of  Indian  affiiirs,  and  their 
cputtee,  respfeotivelv,  to  whom  ttfibrmalioh  of 
very  aaieh  offence  shall  be  given,  to  collect  the 
equisita  evid^e,  if  attliinable,  to  prostcute  the 
Sender  without  delay. 

Sbo«  9.  And  be  it  Jurtker  etuuitwk  That  the 
;oods  requisite  for  annuities  to  the  Indian  i^atioaa 
viihia  the  United  'States,  and  the  TerriOnriet 
hereof,  and  for  treatiea  with  them,  and  for  pre^ 
ents  to  be  nude  them  at  the  Seat  6f  Govern meni. 
T  elsewhere,  shall,  heneeforward  bei  purohasea 
nd  trantmitted  to  thj^  proper  posts  and  places^by 
lie  Saperintendent  of  indiaa  trad«,  upoh  otdert 
rora  the  Departm^t  of  War,  and  the  accoanta 
bei^efor  shall  be  rendered  to  the  War  Departments 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  Jurlher enacted,  That,  during 
be cootiaaaneeof  this  act,  the  annual. sum  of 
wo  tboQsand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  tbe.sakry 
f  the  Saperintendent  of  Indian  trade',  and  the 
anual  sum  of  two  thousaod  five  hundred  dollars 
)r  the  payment  ot  the  clerks  iih  his  office^  (in- 
luding  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  allowed 
>r  an  additional  clerk  by  the  aot  passed  .on  the 
wenty^sizth  day  of  February,  one  thousaqd  eight 
ondred  and  ten,)  tre  hereby  appropriated,  to  be 
aid  out  of  ajsy  mpney  in  the  Treasurr  of  the 
Fnited  State&  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  11*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  during 
le  continuance  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  he, tad  lie  Is  heteby,  aathoriied  to 


draw  annually /rom  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  fourteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  tOLbe  applied  un- 
der his  direction  to. the  payment  of  the  agents^ 
assu^tant  agents,  and  clerks  at  the  trading  houses; 
which  agents  shall  be  allowed  to  draw  out  of  tbe 
public  supplies  two  rations  each,  and  each  clerk 
one  ration  per  day^  which  rations,  or  -such  pay- 
ments as  may  be  made  io  lieu  thereof,  by  the 
order  of  the  Presideqit^  shall  be  chi^rged  to, the 
trading  fund;,  and  the.  President  shall  cause  an 
annual  report  to  be  made  to  Congress  of  how 
much  of  the  sum  so  authorized  has  been  dVawu, 
and  in  what  cpanner  thd>same  ha;^  been,  applied. 

Sec-.  12.  And  be M  further  enacted,  That  the 
.$uro  of  two  hundred  and.  sixty  thousand  dollarS| 
M)propriated  by  the  tenth  section  o(  the  act,  enti- 
tied  '^An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes,'^  approved  twenty-£rst  April, 
one  thousand  eight  mindredand  (our,  and  the 
«um  of. forty,  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  by  the 
act,  entitled  "  An^act  dupplemeotal  to  the  act,  eo* 
titled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  wtth 
the  Indian  tribes,"  approved  third  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  nad  nine,  shall  be  and  re^ 
main  a  fund.for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian- nations,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  tliis  act,  exclusive  of  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade^  and 
of  tbe  allowances  to  agents,  assistant  agents,  and 
clerks. 

Sbo.  13.  Andbeit  further  enacts,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  Superintendent  of  Indifin  trade, 
under  the  direction  of  the  IPrcsident  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  spch  terms  and  conditions  as  he 
^hall  ,preseribe,  tp  caune  the  furs*  and  peltry,  and 
other  articles  acquired  in  trade  with  the  Indian 
nations,  to  be  sold  at'  pub|ic  auction,  in  different 
parts  ot  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantagtou^i  to  the 
United  Stktes.  .  . 

S^.  14.  And  be  UJwrther  enacted,  That  if  the 
President  should  deem  it  expedient  to  establish, 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  trading  houses,- in 
addiiidii  to  the  number  now  in  operation,  for  the 
purposes  ^  carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  Indiam 
Uibes  within  the  Uaited  States,  or  their  Territo* 
ries,  the.  expenses  for  each  trading  honseso  estab- 
lished shall  not  exceed  the  folio  wing  sums  of 
modeyi  id  addition  to^be  appropriations  already 
made  by  this  act,  viz:  For  the  principal  agent,  an 
aiiaual  suiii,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars ; 
for  an  assistant  a^t«  if  necessary,  an  annual  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  be  drawn 
by  the  President  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriate4» 

Seo.  15«  And  be  %t  further  enacted,  Thcit,  fcom 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  an  aot,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  for  eslabMshing  tradings  houses  With 
,ihe  Indian  tribes,"  approved  on  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one, thousand  eight  hundred  and  six^aod 
an  aet,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemental  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  aet  for  establishing  trading  houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes,"  approved  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  one  thonsaad.  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  shall  b^  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed : 
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Provided,  That  nothing  h^rein^  eontained  shal^ 
\m  construed  to  exonerate  any  person  who  sh^ll 
not  have  performed  the  dutf,  or  who  shall  have 
Tidatedany  of  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the 
said  acts,  from  suits  or  prosecutions,  but  ai  to  all 
bonds,  contracts,  debts,  demands,  rights,  penalties, 
pUQtshments,  Wnich  have  been  made,  hav«  arisen, 
or  ha  vie  incurred,  or  which  shall  be  made,  arise, 
or  be  incurred,  previous  to  tha  first  day  of  April 
Beit,  the  said  acts  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  though  this  act  h%d  not  bton  passed: 
JProvided,  lihewhef  That  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  trade,  the  agents,  assistant  agents,  and  other' 
persons  employed  under  the  aforesaid  acts,  shall 
continue  ta  hold  their  several  oQees,  appomt- 
ments,  and  trusts,  until  otherwise  removed,  any» 
thing  herein  cottuUBed  that  might  be  cotistnied 
to  the  cobtrarv  Qotwithstanding;  and  also  the 
bonds,  which  they  or  either  of  them  have  gtveir, 
or  mav  give,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their 
aevermi  duties  and  offices,  shall  continve  to  have 
the  same  force  and  effect^  to  all  intents  and  ptfr^ 
poses,  as  thbugh  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Seo.  16.  And  be  UJuriher  enaded^  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force,  from  and  after  the  fitst  day 
of  April  next,  for  the  term  of  three  rears,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  session  qi  Congress 
next  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1811. 


An  Act  to  e8tabli||h,the  distiicii  of  MfuHphie^maic^, 
of  Oswegatchie,  jmd  of  the  White  HountaiM 

Be  U  enackxL  fc:,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  bextj^  all  that  part  of  the  &tate 
of  Vermont,  lying- east  of  Lake  Mdmirfireymagog, 
and  ineludiog,  also,' all  sueh  shores  mad  waters  ^ 
the  said  lake  a»  lie  witbifi  the  said  State,  shall 
oottstttute  a  district,  to  be  ciilled  the  district  of 
Mumphreymagog,  of  whitfh  Derby  shaU  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  for  the  said 
district  shall  be  appointed  to  residn  at  thasaid  port 
of  entry. 

Bw,2.AndbeitfujihertnacMy  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  all  the  shores 
aad  waters  of  the  ritter  Sr.  Lawrence,  whiieh  lie 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  east  of  the  western 
boundary  of  the  county  of  Bt.  Lawrence,  and 
west  of  the  western  boundary  of  the  colleetion  dis- 
trict of  dhamphUn,  shall  constitute  a  dieirict  to 
be  called  the  district  of  Oswegatchie,  of  which 
OgdenbuiV'Shall  be  the  sole  port  of  eatry,  and  a 
collector  tor  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed 
to  reside  atOgdenburg.  And  (be  President  of  |/o^ 
the  United  States  is  authorized  to  establish  ano- 
ther place  in  the  said  district  lo  be  aport  of  do* 
Uvery  only  \  and  a  surveyor shaii  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  such  port  of  delivery. 

Sbc.  a.  And  he  U  further  ^einacted.  That  all 
that  fart  of  the  Slate  oi  New  Hampshire  which 
lies  adjaeeut  to-the  aorthem  boundary  ofthe  Dni^ 
ted  States,  and  north  of  torty^four  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,  shall,  from  end  after  the 
first  day>of  April  next,  constitute  a  district  to  be 
called  the  district  of  .'•  White  Mouutains ;"  the 
President  of  the  Unhed  States  is  authorized  to 


to 


establish  li  place  ill  the  said  dbtrict  to  be  the 
of  entry*;  and  a  collector  shaU  -be  a| 
reside  at  the  sard  place. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  UnitM  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  alter  the  place  which  bed  here- 
totore  been  deslgoated  to  he  the  port  of  entry  for 
the  district  of  Vermont,  and  to  establisii  another 
plaqe  to  be  such  port  ot  entry. 

Sfic.  5;  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That,  fram 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  coilee* 
tors  of  the  district  established  by  thb  meu  aed 
the  collectors  of -the  districts  of  Vermont,  Cham* 
phrin,  and  Ssckettfs  Harbor,  and  €>swe«o,  shall 
eireh  receive,  in  addition  to  tne  fees  anil  eaaoais- 
sions  allowed  by  law,  an  annual  salary  of  ive 
hundred  dollars  a  year ;  and  the  ananal  salary 
heretofore  allowed  to  the  collectors  of  the  three 
last  menttoned  districts  shall,  At>m  and  after  the 
said  first  day  of  April,  be  discontiiloed  ;  and  the 
8drveir<nr  to  be  appointed  for  the  district  of  Oswe- 
gatcfaie  shall  receive,  in.  addition  to  the  fees  al- 
lowed by  law,  a^salaiy  of  one  hundred  and  My 
dollart  a  year. 

Approved^  March  2, 1611. 

An  Aet  anthoriring  a  loan  of  aiotoey,  fiir  a  mm  ast 
exeeeding  five  millisns  of  dallais. 
Be  li  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  State*  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  eaipowerad  lo 
borrow,. on  the  credit  of  the  United  States^ a  sua 
hot  exceeding  fiive  million  of  dollags,  at  a  rate^of 
jaterast,  papthle  qnaner-yeariy,  not  exeeodiag 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reitthomble  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  or  at  sueh  pe- 
riods ais  may  he  sttpula!ted  by  contract,  not  a* 
eecdingstz  years  from  the  first  day  of  Jaaaary 
next;  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  aaoaeys 
now  in  ibe  Treasury,  or  which  may  he  received 
therein  from  other  sources  daring  the  ptessnt 
year,  to  defmy  any  of  the  miblie  expenses  whidi 
are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law.  The  sioek 
tbaireby  created  shall  be  tratwferable  in  the  aaaM 
manner  As  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  cf 
the  funded  debt:  And  it  iefwikmr  hcreiydb* 
ckumi,  That  it  shall  be  deemed  a  goofi  ezaoatiMi 
of  the  ^aid  power  to  borrow,  for  the  Secfvlary  of 
the  TrensOry^  with  the  approbation  of  the  "^ 
ident  of  the  United  States,  to  ehuae  to  he  i 


tuted  eerttficates  of  stock,  signed  t»y  the  Rcnster 
of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  coihmiasioner  of  Tonns 
for  the  sum  to  h%  borrowed,  or  for  any  part  there* 
0^  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  eent.-fsrannan, 
transferase  and  reimhuipable  as  aibraaaid ;  aad 
to  eattse  the  said  oertificatea  of  stook  to  he  soMat 
auction,  after  having  given  thirty  days  Public 
notice  of  the  time  aad  place  of  sach  sale :  fVeos- 
ded^  That  no  such  stock  be  sold  under  par. 

Sjto.  2.  And  be  it  further  maOed,  That  so 
much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appio- 
priatioB  of  eight  millions  of  ctotlars,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pripcipai  and  interest  of  the  pmic 
debt  of  the  united  States,  as  may  be  wanted  far 
that  purpose,  is  hereby  pled|[ed.  and  appropriated 
for  the  payoMit  of  the  iatatfmt,  andfor  the  r  *~ 
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barsement  of  the  principal  of  the  stock,  which 
may  be  created  by  Tirtue  of  this  act.  It  shall 
accordingly  be  the  duty  of  the  Cammis^oners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid 
out  of  the  said  fund  yearly,  and  every  year,  such 
sam  and  sums  as. may  be  annually  wanted  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stock, 
and  to  reimburse  the  principal,  as  the  same  shall 
become  due,  and  may  be  discharged  in  confofm-^ 
ity  with  the  terms  of  the  loan ;  and  they  are  fur- 
ther authorized  to  apj[)lv,  from  time  to  time,  such 
sum  or  sums  out  of  said  fund,  as  they  may  think 
proper,  towards  redeeming  by  purchase,  and  at  a 
pric^  not  abore  par^  the  prmcipal  of  the  said  stock, 
or  any  part  thereof.  '  And  the  faith  of  the  Uniteo 
States  is  herebv  pledged  to  establish  sufficient 
revenues  for  maVing  up  any  deficiency  that  may 
hereafter  take  ^lace  in  the  fbnds  hereby  appro- 
priated  for  paying  the  said  ibterest  and  principal 
sums,  or  anr  of  them,  in  mabner  aforesaid. 
,  Approved,  March  2, 1811. 


An  Act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jisteej 
to  the  eolteetidn  dif^oCof  New  YoA;r,tofemoTe 
the  office  of  Collector  of  Niagara  to  Lewiatown ;  to 
make  Cape  St  Vineent,  in  the  diitrict  of  Saeketi'i 
Hacrbor,  a  port  ef  detive^ ;  and  oat  of  tile  district* 
of  Miami  and  Misaiieippi  to  BMke  ^o  new  di«bricto, 
to  be  called  the  dietricU  of  Sandusky  and  Teehe ; 
and  for  othw  parpoees« 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c..  That  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  which  lies  north  and  east 
of  Elizabetfatown  and  Statea  Island;  be,  and  the 
.^me  is  hereby,  annexed  to  the  district  of  New 
York  ;  that  an  assistant  collector  to  be  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea,  shall  reside  at  the  town  of  Jersey,  who 
shall  have  power  to  enter  and  clear  ve^s  in 
like  manner  as  the  collector  of  New  York  is  au^ 
thorized  by  jaw  to  do ;  but  such  assistant  collec- 
tor shall  nevertheless  act  in  conformity  to  such 
instrdctions  and  regulations  as  he  shall  from  time 
to  time  receive  from  the  collector  of  New  York ; 
and  that  the  said  assistant  collector  shall  receive 
for  hia  annual  salai^f  one  thousand  dollars^  in  full 
for  all  services  to  be  by  him  perfbrmed,  and  in 
lieo  of  eoadmissions  and  fees. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
that  part  of  the  Miama  district,  lyins  east  of  the 
western  cape  of  Sandusky  bay,  shall  (>e  a  district, 
to  be  caHed  the  district  of  Sanduskjr ;  and  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized  to  designate  such 
place,  in  the  district  6f  ifandiiskv,  as  he  shall 
|Ddge  expedient,  to  be  the  port  of  entry  of  the 
said  district ;  and  a  collector  fbr  the  said  district 
(hall  be  appohited,  to  reside  at  the  porr  of  entry. 

SbcV  9.  And  be  it  further  tnaded  That  Cane. 
irineeat,in  tb^  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  shail| 
'rem  ai|d  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  May  next. 
>e  at  port  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a  surveyor  shall 
>e  airpofnted,  to  reside  at  the  said  port.  ' 

Sbc.  4.   And  be  it  fdHher  enacted.  That  the 

;ollector's  office  shall,  aft^r  the  thirty^first  day  of 

Any  next,  be  removed  from  "Port  Niajfara  to 

lewiatown,  which  last  mention^  place  shall  ia 
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future  be  the  residence  of  the  ccJIector ;  and  also, 
that  the  office  of  the  collector  of  the  co9tom%for 
the  district  of  Buffiilo  creek,  shall  be  kept  at 
auch  place  or  places  iei  the  town  of  Bufialo, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  de- 
signate. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  ships 
or  vessels,  ^irriviog  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May  next  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from 
aoy  place  beyond  the  same,  shall  be  admitted  to 
piake  entry  at  Plymouth  and  Nantucket,  ports  of 
entry  in  the'State  of  Massachusetts. 
.  Sec.  6.  And  beitjkrther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  ^the  first  day  of  May  next,  Bangor,  in 
the  district  of  Penobscot,  hi  the  State  of  Matsa- 
chdsetts,  be,  and  the  sam^  is  hereby  made,  a 
port  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of 
renobaeot  f  and  that  a  aorveyor  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  .enacted,  That  all 
that  part  of  the  collection  district  of  Mississippi 
which  iDclades  the'  waters,  of  the  river  Teone, 
and  all  the  shores,' bays,  and  riyars,  west  of  the 
Atchafalaya,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  estab- 
Ibhed  as  a  new  district,  to  be  called  tbe  district 
of  Teche ;'  that  Nova  Iberia  be  the  port  of  entrv 
for  the  same^  and  that  a  coljeetor  be  appointea, 
to  reside  at  the  port  of  ^ntry. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  itfiufher  enacted,  That  a  sur- 
veyor be  appointed -to  reside  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Rappahannock  river,  at  such  place  as  the 
President  of  the  Onited  States  shall  designate.   . 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
several  collectors  and  surveyors  who.  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  whose  salariea 
are  not  fixed  by  a  preceding  section,  shall,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Ma  and  commissions  authorized  by 
law,.reoeive  respectively  the  same  annual  salary 
which,  by  law,.i«  allowed  to  the  collectors  and 
surveyors  of  thlei  districu  bordering  on  Lake 
Erie. 

Approved,  March  2;  1811. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  completing  the  Third 

Censos,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

United  S^tea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  assistants  in  the 
several  States  and  Territories  for  which  returns 
bavfe  not  been  completed,  have  until  the  first  Mon- 
day of  June  next,  to,  make  their  returns  to  the 
marshals  and  secretaries ;  and  that  the  marshab 
and  secretari^  have  until  the  first  Monday  of  July 
next,  to  make  and  file  their  returns  in  the.  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Approved,  Mareh  2, 1811. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  pajsed  tbe  twelfth  of  Decem- 
ber, onethottsand  eight  hundred  and  foar,  *<e8tab« 
lifhtng  the  feea  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  offi- 
cer of  the  porta  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mark's." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.^  That  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be  and  hereby  is  granted  and  declared  to  the 
operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislarureof^orgia, 
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pMsed  the  twelfth  of  December,  ooe  thoosaod 
eight  hoDdred  and  four,  establishiDg  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 
of  Savamiah  and  St.  Mary's. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  itjuriker  enaeUd,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  ooe  year,  and  no  longer. 

AppioYed,  BAarch  2, 1811* 

An  Act  to  erect  a  light-hoase  on  Boon  island  in  the 
8tate  of  Massachnsetti^  to  pUca  booYs  off  Cape 
Fear  liret,  and  to  erect  a  beacon  at  New  ^et,  in 
the  State  of  North  OaiolBU,  and  to  place  buoja  si 
the  entrance  of  the  haibor  of  Edgaitown,  and  to 
erect  a  colnmn  of  stone  on  Cape  EUaahsth,  and  to 
complete  the  beacons  and  boojs  at  the  entrance  of 
Beverly  haibor,  in  the  State  of  Mapachnsetts. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  ana  he  is  hereby  aothorized,  oabeing 
satisfied  that  Boon  island,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts,  is  a  fit  and  eligible 
^'te  for  a  light-house,  and  that  one  ought  to  be 
erected  thereon,  to  cause  a  liffht-house  to  be  built 
on  the  said  islaYid :  Provided^  That  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  shall  yest  the '  property  of 
the  said  island  in  tbe  United  States,  and  cede  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enaeted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  cause  buoys  to  be  placed  at  or  near  the 
main  bar,  and  New  Inlet  bar  off  Gape  Fear^  and 
also  to^anse  to  be  erected  a  beacon  on  a  point  of 
'  land  near  New  Iblet,  in  tbe  ^tate  of  North  Car- 
olina. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  .the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  cause  such  buoys  as  he  shall  deem 
necessary,  to  be  placed  at  tbe  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Edgartown,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enojQted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  erected  a  column  of  stone,  as  a  beacon, 
on  Cane  Elizabeth,  in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts, 
of  such  form  and  dimensions  as  he  shall  deem 
necessary. 

Ssa  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
following  sums  of  money  be  and  the  same  are 
herebv  appropriated  for  the  purposes  herein  men- 
tioned, to  wit :  For  tbe  erection  of  a  light-house 
on  Boon  bland,  three  thousand  dollars ;  for  plac- 
ing buoys  on  the  places  mentioned  off  Cape  Fear 
river,  two  thousand  dollanC;  for  placing  buoys  at 
the  entrance  of  tbe  harbor  of  Edgartown,  two 
thousand  dollars ;  for  erecting  a  beacon,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars;  and  for  erecting  a 
column  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  one  thou^nd  eight 
hundred  dollars ;  and  for  completing  the  beacons 
and  buoys  ordered  to  be  placed  near  the  entrance 
of  Beverly  harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved,  March  2, 1811, 

An  Act  to  extend  the  rifl^  of  snfirage  in  the  Tndifni 
Territoiy,  sad  for  othsr  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  each  and  every  free 
white  male  person,  who  shall  have  attained  the 


age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  have  paid 
a  county  or  Territorial  tax,  and  who  shall  hare 
resided  one  year  in  said  Territorf,  previous  to  any 
general  election,  and  be  at  the  time  of  any  such 
election  a  resident  of  said  Territoryj  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  and  for  a  Delegate  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  said  Territoiy. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
citizens  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  entitled  to  voce 
for  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly 
thereof,  may,  on  tbe  third  Mon(ky  of  April  next, 
and  00  the  third  Monday  of  April  biennially 
thereafter,  (tmless  the  General  Assembly  of  said 
Territory  shall  appoint  a  different  day,)  elect  one 
Delegate  for  said  Territory  to  the  Confess  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  possess  xhe  same  powers 
heretofore  granted  by  law  to  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
and  every  sheriff  that  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be 
appointed  in  said  Territory,  who  shall  either  ne- 
glect or  refute  to  perform  the  duties  required  by 
an  act,  ^titled  ''Aii  act  extending  the  ri^t  oi 
suffrage  in^  the  Indiana  Territory,  an|l  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  in  February,  one  thooaaad  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  sh^  be  liable  to  a  penally  ci 
one  thouaaDd  dollars,  recoverable  by  actios  of 
debt,  in  any  court  of  record  within  the  aaid  Ter- 
ritory, one-4ialf  for  the  use  of  the  informer,  aad 
the  other  for  the  use  of  the  Territory. 

S^.  4.  And  be'it  further  enacted.  That  any 
persop  holding,  or  who  may  hereafter  hold,  aay 
office  of  profit  from  the  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  (justices  of  the  peace  and  militia  offi- 
cers excepted,)  shall  be  ineligible  to^  and  disqual- 
ified to  act  as  a  member  of  thf  Legislative  Coun- 
cil or  House  of  Representatives  for  said  Terri- 
tory. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
and  every  sherifi^  in  each  and  every  coaaty,  that 
now  Is  or  hereafter  may  be  establi^ied  ia  said 
Terri^>rv;  shall  cause  to  he  held  the  eleetioa  pie- 
aertbed  by  this  act.  according  to  the  time  aad 
manner  presorihed  bv  the  laws  of  said  Terriiery 
and  this  act.  under  the  penalty  of  one  thoaaad 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  aad  for  the 
use  pointed  out  by  the  third  sectton  of  this  act. 

AppraTed^  March  3, 181 L 

An  Act  making  sf^propriatioBS  for  carrying  iato  ^fect 

.   a  treaty  between  tbe  United  States  aad  the  Gveat 

.   and  Little  Osage  nations  of  Indians,  oonchided  at 

Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tenth  day  of  Nofemba-,  one 

thousand  eight  himdred  and  eight,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c^  That^  for  the  parpose  of  car- 
rying iato  effect  a  treaty  betweea  uie  Uaiied 
States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Oaage  nations  of 
Indians,  concluded  and  signed  at  Fort  Clarke,  oa 
the  Missouri,  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  Js  hereby  ap- 
propriated ;  and  the  fbrther  annual  anm  of  one 
thousand  dollaiy  to  the  Great  Omunl  aatioa,  aad 
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of  five  huqdred  dollars  to  the  Little  Oyage  ntf: 
tioD,  to  be  paid  aDoaallf  to  the  s^  natioaa; 
which  aooaities  shall  be  permaoent. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  ^That  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  be.  and  (he 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  paying:  John  Ea- 
gene  Leitzendorfer  the  suqi  allowed  him  by  the 
act  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Sec.  3.  And  oe  it  furthei'  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  m  th^  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1811.      ' 

An  Act  to  increase  the  salaried  of  ihe  Judges  6f  the 
Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,,  fc.  That,  in  addiibn  to  the 
cdmpensatien  heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per 
annu^  be  paid  to  the  Chief  Justice. of  the  s^id 
Court,  and  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  be  paid  to  each  of  the  Assistant  Judges, 
payable  quarter  yearly ;  the  first  quarterly  pay- 
ment to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Approved,  March  3, 1811. 


An  Act  concerning  lavalid  Pensioners. 
Be  it  ena^ed,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  tp  place  the  Cbllow- 
in|[  named  persoas,  whose  names  have  be^n  trans- 
muted to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the 
tenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  on  the 

Smsion  list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United' 
tates, according  to  the  rates,  and  to  commenbeat 
the  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  tosav^: 

James  Trowbridge,  at  the.  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
Ihe  fifth  day  of  Febniary^  oftt  Uioiisasd  elgln 
hundred  and  ten. 

Samuel  Meari^' junior,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
^  lara  and  fifty  cents  ,per  month,  to  oommence  on 
^  the  tenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten. 

£benezer  Brown«  at  the  rate  of  five  doUais  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  Januaryi 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

£li^ha  Capron,  at  the  rate  of  two  'dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to.coocimence  on  the  first 
day  of  January^  one  thousand  eigfa^  hundred  and 
len.. 

William  Woodrufi;  at  the  rate  of  ^i%  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
tea. 

Levi  Tottle,  at  the  rale  of  one  dollar  and  twen* 
ty-five  cents  jper  mouthy  to  comHMoce  on  the 
seventh  dav  of  Jauuaryi  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleven. 

Nathaniel  Austin,  at  the  rate  of  three  dolUrs 
and  seventv-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  teuth  day  of  Apail,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

Isaac  Vincent,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars*  per 


month,  to  commence  on  the  tweuiy-seeond  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  ten. 

John  Griggs,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  aod 
fifty  oents  per  month,  to  commence  pn-the  sev- 
enth dajr  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten. 

Patrick  Hart,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Au« 
gust,  one  thousand  ^ight  hundred  and  ten. 

WilliatiA  Burke,  at  the  rate  pf  two  dollars  and 
fifty  celats  per  month,  to  commence  oi^  the  teutii 
day  of  October),  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ei^t. 

John  Loqg,  Ht  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  ^  April,  one  thoysaod  eight  hundred 
and  ten.       ^ 

Vincent  Tapiv  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month^  to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  (en. 

James  Batson,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  oh  the  thirteenth  day  of 
February^  one*  thousand  eigh$  hundred  and  ele- 
Ten. 

John  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten. 

Jajnes  Campin,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollars 
thirty-three  and  one  third  cents  per  month,  to  com** 
mence  on  the  twenty-fifth  da^  of  March,  one 
thouBuad  eight  hundred  and  pine. 

Samuel  Wells,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-'five  ceiKs  per  month  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven.  * 

Daniel  McEldu£^at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dpUars 
and  thirty-4bree  c^nts  per  month,  to  commence 
on  ihe  twenty-fiist  day  of  July,  one  thoi^and 
eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

lildward  MHler^  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
ttMath,  to  eommenee  on  the  third  day  of  Nlay, 
one  thoutand  eight  hundrad  and  nine. 

Daniel  FieMmg^  at  the  rale  of  three  dollars 
and  thirtyHhree  ceafts  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  nineteenth  of  Se^ember,  one  thousand 
eight  httOMired  and  nine. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  UfuHher  enacted,  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons,  already  placed 
od  the  pension  list  bf  the  United  States,  whose 
claims  tor  an  increase  of  pension  have  been  ttaaa*> 
mitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  aii- 
dexed  tolheir  names;  the  said  increase  to coni* 
mence  at  the  timed  hereinafter  mentioned,  thatis 
tosajr:  ' 

John  Lincoln,  three  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  fiueenth  day  of  June,  lAie  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Dan  Culver,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com* 
mence, on  the  tenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  liundred  and  ten. 

Joseidi  Whittemore,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  nnd  nij^^  CjOOQIc 
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t^eter«  Uemmenwav,  ^ve  dollars  per  month,  to 
commeDoe  od  the  eigmh  day  of  Mareb,  one  thon- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Benjamin ,  Mastic,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
comibence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine. 

£lisha  Rice,  ^ve  dollars  per  month,  to  ootn- 
raence  on  the  thirty-finu  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten. 

William  Bailey,  tw6  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  July, 
ona  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Jared  Knapp^^ve  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nmeteeath  day.  of  NoTember,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Solomon  Reynolds,  five  dollars  per  month,,  to 
eommenee  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Samuel  Ijoamis,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  pionth,  to  commence  on  the  seventh 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven, 

Bleaztr  Hudson,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
eleven. 

Job  Bartram,  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Qctober,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

George  Shell,  five  dollars  per  montfi,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineteenth  ddy  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten* 

Isaac  Richards,  two  dollars  itnd  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  'fourteenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

James  Patton,  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents  per  month,  to  comox^oe  on  the  sixth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 
'  Robert  Coddington,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
oommence  on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  one  tboii^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Isaac  Cotheall,  ^^b  dollars  per  month',  tp  com- 
mence on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  oqe-ihonsasd 
eight  hundred  and  ten.  ' 

Seybert  Odam,  five  dollars  per  month«  to  com- 
BMoee  on  the  twenty««eventh  day  of  October,  one 
thouslmd  eight  hundred  and  tert. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  itjurther  enaeUd,  That  John 
Oalhoon  be  placed  on  the  said  pension  list,  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  dolhirs  per  month,  to  commence  on' 
the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thookand  eight 
hnadred  and  ten  ;  and  that  Benjamin-  Blackborn 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  at  the  rate  of  five 
doliars^per  month, from  the'first  day  of  April^oae 
thonsaad  eight  hundred  and  leji. 

*Sso.  4.  And  he  Ujvrther  enacted.  That  there 
be  paid,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  Abram  Gam6le,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  who  was  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  from  the  eiahteenth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eifht  hundred  and  nine,  the  sum  of  fifiy- 
Ihree  dollar^fsd  sejirenty*five  cents,  for  ar^rs  of 
pension  fiom  the  twei^ty-fifth  dav  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight.  When  he  £rst 
completed  bis  testimony  under  an  irregular  com- 
mission, to  the  said  €ighte«»«th  day  of  Febraarf, 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  being  i 
okonths'  and  twenty-three  days. 
Approved,  March  3.  .1811. 


^ 


An  Act  making  farther  appropristions  to  complete  the 
fortiBcations  commenced  for  the  security  of  the  pcHts 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enactedj  f  c.  That  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  foitificatiotts  commenced  for  tbeseco- 
rity  of  the  ports,  towns,  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Stat^  and  the  Territories  thereof,  there  be,  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  thousand  and  fortytix  dollars  aad 
thirty  cents,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  monef  s  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwisj^  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1811. 

An  Act  tor  altowing  a  reafcOnable  compensation  to  the 
peraons  who  ha^e  takei^  an  account  of  the  ser^ 
ral  mano&ctaring  establishments  and  mannfcftnres 
within  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted^  f  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  be  hereby  is  authorized  to  al- 
low such  reasonable  compensation  as  be  shall 
deem  adequate,  for  the  services  of  each  o£  those 
persons  who  took,  under  his  (direction,  in  pursoaace 
of  an  act,  en  titled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and  amend 
'An  act  providing  for  the  third  census  or  enume- 
ration or  thjs  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales," 
an  account  of  the  several  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments and  manufactures  within  their  several 
districts:  Provided Iwwener,  That  noihiaf  herein 
contained,  shall  authorize  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury  to  expend^  out  of  the  fund  aheady  ap- 
propriated for  taking  the  enumeration  of  the  ia- 
habitants  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  exoeediag 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Apprbved,  March  3,  1811. 

An.  Act  in  additioa  to  the  aict  to  regnlate  the  faying 
ent  and  making  a  road  firom  Ciu&b6claiid»  in  lii 
Sute  of  Maryland*  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Beii  enacted,  fc^  That  in  addition  to  the  i 


penned  balance  of  the  sum  heretofore  appropria- 
te for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cmn 
berland.  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  aatf 
the  same  Is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oat 
of  any  moriey  in  tne  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, and  to  be  expended  nnder  the  diree- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  ia  amk- 
ing  said  road  between  Cumbering,  in  the  Suie  of 
Maryland,  and  Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, commencing  at  Cumberland ;  which  s«m 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  replaced  one  of 
the  fund  reser^^d  for  laying  out  and  making  roa^ 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtne  of  the  seventh 
section  of  an  act  pasted  on  the^tbirtieth  day  of 
Aprilf  one  thoifsand  eight  hundred  and  ,two.  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern 
division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  to  form  a  constitution  and  Stale  govern- 
ment, and  lor  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
I'  the  Union,  on  an  equal  fool inc  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  porposeiSOOQlC 


13&3 


AFPBNDES. 


1854 


Public  AcU  of  Congreu. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  U  farther  enacted^  T^^ni  tlie 
Prcsidekii  of  tbe  UDited  States^be,  aod  he  is  hereby 
aathorixed  and  e^npow^re'd  to  permit  such  doTi- 
■ationa  from  tbie  courses  run  and  established  h^ 
tho  commissioners  under  the  authority  of  **An 
act  to  regulate  the  layine  outand  raakinjo^  a  road 
from  Cumberland  in  the  otate  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  as  in  hjs  opinion  shall  be  deemed 
expedient:  Provided^  That  no  devjaiion  shaU 
be  made  from  the  ^principal  points  estahiished  on 
aaid  road  between  Cumberland  and  Brownsville. 

Approved)  M^rch  3, 1811. 

An  Act  pvovidins  for  ttie  find  adjustment  of  claims  to 
landa,  and  for  tks  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  .the  Ter- 
ritoriea  6f  OrleaBs  and  Looisikiia,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  |Mu»ed  for  the  same  purpose,  and  appro^  Feti- 
marj  'siitiBenthy  one  thouMnd  eight  hnndre^.  ai^d ' 
eleven. 

Be  it  enaeied,  ^c,  That  the  following  allow- 
ancesand  compensations  shall  be  made  to  thf  s^ 
▼erttl  officers  appointed  for  tl^e  purpose  of  asper^ 
taiBing.the  rijifMs  of  persons claimiogjandsin  the 
iTerritories  of  Orleans  aiul  Louisiana ;  whfeh  al-' 
lowasces  and  compefisations  shall  be  ui  full  far 
mil  their  services,  including  those  rendered  since 
4heir  salaries  respectively  ceased ;  that  is  to  sav : 
To  each  of  the  commissioners,  and  to  each  of  tne* 
clerks-  of  the  boards,  fifty  cents  for  each  claim, 
duly  filed  according  to  law»  which  remained  un- 
decided on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  aod  nine,  and  tm  Ivaich  a  decision 
has/heen  made  subsequent  to  that  da^,  or  shall' 
hereafter.be  made,  whether  such  decision  be  in 
favor  ofj  or  against  the  olaia[i :  which  allowance 
of  fifty  eenu  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  from- time  totime^  and  on.  receipt 
l>f  the  tn^nscripts  of  the  decisions  and  of  the,  re- 
ports of  claims  not  finally  confirmed,  as  the  same 
may  be  transmitted  bf  ^ne  boards  Vespective)f,to. 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  according  to  raw. 
To  each  of  the  said  oommiiRsioners  and.  clerks  a 
further  allowance  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
paid  after  the  completion  of  the  business. of  each 
of  the  boards,  respectively^  to  the^.officers  then  in 
office.  .  And  to  each  of  the  translators,  at  the  rate 
of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  not  to  exceed 
in  the  wholfe  for  each  the  teem  of  eighteen  months : 
,  Provided  ahoa^^  That  the  abovementioned  al- 
lowance of  fifty  centsforeach  claim  decided  upon, 
shall  not  be  made  to.  Any  of  the  commissi(>aers 
who  tnay  be  absent  at  the  time  of  such  deoisioas; 
the  atteiKUnce  of  each  to  be  certified  hy  the  clerk, 
or  by  n  majority  of  the  board :  And  provided  ideo^ 
That  no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  aiiy  ^ch)t 
heretofore  employed,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 
snrf  for  any  period  ef  tioncy  subsequent  to  the 
time  when  such  agent  cfased^to  act,  or  when  the 
board  eeaced  to  receive  evidence. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it /i$rtker~enaeted,  That  4he 
two  principal  deputy  surveyors  of  the  Tjerritery 
of  Orleaa*  shall,  and  they  ajre  hereby  authorised, 
i»  surveying  and  dividing  such  of  the  public 
lands  ih  the  said  Territory,  which  are  or  jviay  be 
authorised  to  he  surveyed  and  divided,  as  are  ad- 
jaocnt  to  tny  liver,  lake,  creaky  beyoti}  mt  wnier 


course,  tQ  vary  the  mode  heretofore  prescribed  by 
law,  so  far  ns  relates  to  the  contents  of  the  tracts, 
and  40  the  angles  and  boundary  lines,  aed  to  lay 
out  the  same  into  tracts,  as  far  as  practioible^  of 
fifty-eight  poles  In  front  ai^d  four  hundred  and 
sixty-five  poles  in  depth,  of^uc^hshape,  and  bound- 
ed by, such  lines  as  the  natu/e  of  the  country  will 
render  practicable^  and  most  convenient :  Pro- 
vided however,  That  suk;h  deviations  ifom  the  or- 
dinary mode  of  surveying  shall  be  made  with  the 
approbation  of,  and  in  conformity  with  &e  gene- 
ral  instructions  which  may  be  stven  to  that  effect, 
by  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the 
State  df  Tennessee, 

Sbg.^  3.  And  be  it  fyriher  enacted,  That,  for 
the  dispoial  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  ly-* 
ing  in  the  eastern  land- district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleafi^,  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  New 
Orleans;  and  that  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands^of 
the  United  States-  lying  south  of  Red  river,  in 
the  western  land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Opelou- 
sas ;  and  that  fhjt  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  "Sftates  Ijtog  north  of  Red  river,  in  the 
western  knd  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleaas, 
a  land  office  ehall  be  emblished,  which  shall  be 
kept  at  such  place  as  the  Pi^icLent  of* the  Unked 
States  may  direct.  The  register  of  the  western 
land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  shall  act 
as  r^gist6r  of  the  land  office  of  Opelousas,  and  as 
one  of  the  commisstoners  for  ascertaining  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  any  part  of 
the  said  western  Ufnd  district.  And  for  the  land 
office  north  of  the  Red  river,  a  register,  and  for 
each  f^.the  said  three  offices  a  receiver  of  public 
moneys  shall  be  (appointed,  whp  shall  give  securi* 
ty  in  the  same  miuiaer,  in  the  vnine  sums,,  and 
whose  tsompensationa,  emelumenis,  duties,  and 
authority,  shall  in  every  respect  be  the  same,  in 
relaiion  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
their  (^kes,  aaare  6^  m^y  be  provided  hy  law,  in 
reUtitm  to  the  regifiiers  and  receivers  of  pottie 
moneys  in  the  several  offieea  •established  for  the 
disposal  x>f  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Territory  of  Mieaissippi. 

Siic«  4.  And  be  it  JwHher  enacted^  That  the 
powera  vesied  in  th9  Preaidant  of  the  United 
States  by  the  eleventh  section  of  thle  act,  entitled 
"  An  aet  supplemenury  to  ail  act,  entitled  *  An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  .the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
and.  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  passed  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  Apdl,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  in  relation. to  the  public  lands,  lying 
in  the  western  district  of  the  Terrtlory  of  OrUuus, 
and  all  the.  other  peoristoi^s  oMtle  by  the  a»me 
8ectiol^  for  the  sale  of  said  lands,  aad  for  obtain* 
ing^  palttnu  for  the  sai^e,  shall  he,  and  the  aaoae 
are  hereby,  in  every  respect,  extended  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  lying  in  the.  eaatern  diatriot  of  the  Ter^ 
ritory  of  Orleans. 

Slcc.  5.  And  he  it/miher  mmekd,  That  every 
peraou  who,  either  by  vtrMe  of  a  Fraaeh  or  Spaa- 
ish  fitnureeogiiisad  hy  the  hiws  of  the  United 
Btatea,  er  ondtr  a  claim;  eonfimed  by  the  con- 
nuseteaan  app<^Aaed  for  t|ie  imrpett  Qf  ifMMi»* 
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ing  the  rights  of  persons  ckidibg  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  owns  a  tract  of  land  border- 
ing on  a^y  rirer,  creek,  iNiyoil,  or  ^water.  course, 
in  the  said  Territory,  and  not  exceeding  in  depth 
forty  arpens,  French  .meastrre,  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  preference  ior  becpming  the  purchaser  of  air^ 
▼aca^t  tract  of  lend  Adjacent  to,  and  back  of  hw 
own  tract,  not  exceeding  forty  arpens,  French 
measure,  in.  depth,  no^  in  quantity  of  land  that 
which  is  contained  in  his  own  tract,  at  the  sanie 
price,  &nd  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  a« 
are,  or  may  be,  provided  by  Jaw  for  the  other  pub- 
iio  laods  in  the  said  Territory..  And  the  princi- 
pal deputy  suryeyor  of  each  district  respectively 
shall  bb  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  surveyor  of  tHe  public 
lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tenp^ssee,  to  cause  to 
be  surveyed  the  tr^s  claimed'  by  virttie  x>T  this 
section  ^\  and  in  allcases  ;vdiere  by  reason  of  bencls 
in  the  river^  lake,  creek,  bayou,  or  water  course, 
hording  on  the  tract,  and  of  adjaeene  claims  of 
a  similar  nature,  eai^h  claimant. cannot  obtain  a' 
tract  equal  in  quantity  to  the  adjacent  tract  alrea- 
dy owned  by  him,  to  divide  the  vacant  land  ap- 
piteable  to  that  object  between  the  several  claim- 
ants, in  such  manner  as  to  him  may  «ppeiar  most 
equitable:  Pranded  %o%Dever,  That  the  right  of 
pre-emption  granted  by  this  section  shall  not  ex- 
tend eo  far  in  depth,  as  to  include  lands  tit  for  euK^ 
tivatioo,  bordering  xmi  another  river,  creek,  bayou, 
or  water  course,  ^nd  eve#y  penlon  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  this  fl«<^tion  shall,  with  in,  three  years 
after  the  date  d£this  act,  deliveVto  the  register  of 
the  proper  land  ofilcc*  a  notice  in  writing,  stating 
the  situation  and  extent  of  the  tract  of  land  1^ 
wishes  to  purchase,  and  khall  also  make  the  pay- 
ment and  payments  for  the  same,  at  the  time  and 
times,  which  ar^,  or  may  be,  prescribed  'by  law 
for  thediSposiBl  of  (be  other  public  landv  in  the 
said  Territory ;  the  time  of  his  delivering  the  no^ 
tiee  aforesaid  bewg  ccmsidci^  as  th^  dlite  of  the 
purchase.  And  H  any  such  person  shall  iail  to 
deliTer'such  notice  within  the  said  period  of  three 
years,  Of  to  maketueh  payment  xnt  paymeate'at 
the  time  abovementtoned,  his  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion shall  cease  and  become  vora  f  and  the  land 
may  thereafter  be  purchased  by  any  other  person 
in  the  same  manner^  and  on  the  same  terms,  ^s 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  fot  the  sale  of' 
other  public  lands  in  the  naid  Territory* 

Sea  6.  ^And  b&^  it  further  tnacted.  Tint  the 
land  offices  ^tftablished  by  virme  of  th^  third  sec^ 
tion  of  this  act,  shall  >l>e  opened  on  thcirst  day 
of  January,  one  thontand  eight  -hundr^  and 
twelve,  for  the  sal^  of  -all  the  puUie  htnde,  with 
the  ezeeption  of  ecetion  nonhbev  sixteen;  of  cbe 
sah  springs,  and  land  coadgnoiis  thereto,  and  of 
the traota reserved  fbrthe  knpport  of  a^minarietf 
of  leanitag  as  hereinafliiar.  ]»ovided,  whieh  shall 
have  beeh  previously  surrey ed,  and  the  snrreys 
thereof  returned  according  to  law  lo^he  re^sters 
of  the  land  offices  respeetively;  *€ind  on  t^ffrst 
day  of  Febnnry,  one  thomaad  eisht  hondred^ad 
twelve,  for  the  sale  of  mok  of  the  pablin  lands, 
which  from  the  nattire  of  -the  ceuiHry  cannot  be 


surveyed  in  the 


nature  oi 
ormaiy 


way,  and  «i«  e«ihraeed 


by  the  provistons  of  the  second  section  of  thisaer, 
as  shall  have,  at  least  six  weeks  previous  lo  the 
.said  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundl'ed  and  twel ve^  been,  advertieed  fbr  sale  by 
the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  s6uth  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi'  ^ 
dent  of  the  United  States.    The  public  sales  for 
;tfae  land  sul^divi^ed  into  quarter  sections  in  the 
ordinary  way,  shall  be  heljd  for  one  caleodnr 
month;  under  the  superintendence  of  the  register 
and  receiver  of  each  land  oMce  respectively^  and 
of  either  the,  surveyor  of  public  lands  south  of 
Tennessee,  or  of  hrs  pdneipaldeputy  surveyor  in 
the  district,  who  shall  each  receive  six  dollars  for 
each  day's  attendance  on  the  same ;  and  no  tiaet 
of  land  shall  be  sold  at  said  publid  sales  for  a  leas 
price  than  that  which  t*t>rmay  be  preseril»ed  by 
law.  for  the^  sale  of  public  hind^  in  the  Misaiaaip- 
pi  Territory.  And  from  apd  after  the  first  dav  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twmrt^ 
any  ^ract  which  has  been  thus  offered  for  sale,  at 
pobTie  sale,  and  remains  unsold,  as  well  as  any 
tract  of  land  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act^  thfe  sale  of  whteh  ia 
authorized  by  this  section,  may  be  disposed  of  at 
private  sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  for 
the  same  price  which  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  for  t^e  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  Mlssism- 
pi  Territory.    All  |he  landd  sold  by  virtue  df  thir 
section,  shall  in  every  other  respect  be  sold  on  the 
same  tertns  of  payment,  and  conditions,  in  the 
same  mabner,  sod  under  the  same  regulattons  as 
are,  or  may  be,  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands  in  thi  Mississippi  Territory :  /Va- 
n4ed,  Aotaei«r,  That  in  case  of  an  application  be- 
in^  made  at  the  same  time,  for  the  purchase  at 
private  sale  of  the  same  tract  of  land  by  two  or 
motfi  pei^Ons,  oneof  whom  did  actually  Inhabit 
and  cultivate  such  tract  of  land  at  the  time  of 
passing  thif  act,  and  stilt  continues  to  Inhabit  and 
cultivate  the  same  at  the  time  of  such  appllca- 
tk>n,  th«  preference  shaU  be  given  to  the  person 
thus  inhabiting  and  ctihivating  such  tract  of  land : 
Andptcvided  aho,  That  till  after  the  final  deci- 
sion of  Congress  thereen,  no  trac^  of  land  shall  be 
pff&red  for  sale,  the  claim  to  which  has  been  in 
due  tilne^  and  aceordm^  to  law,  presented  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  and  filed  in  his  office^ 
for  the  purpose  of  being  investigated  by  theeoo- 
ipissfoners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  aseertaia- 
ing  the  rights  of  persons  claiminr  lands  in  the 
Terrrtory  of  Orleans;  or  which  shall  have  been 
located  by  or  for  Major-Oeneral  Lafayette,  ac- 
cMdl^tolaw. 

Sap.  7.  And  be  itJuHher  enacted,  That  in  ad- 
dition to  the  township  already  reserved  for  that 
purpose  by  law  in  the  western  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  and  which  ^all  be  located, 
south  of  Red  river,  another  entire  township  shall 
betocated  by  the  Secretary^f  the  Treasury  north 
of  Red  river,  fclr'the  use  of  a  seminary  or  leam- 
ioj^,  and  also  an  entire^ township  in  the  Territory, 
of  Loaisiani;  for  the  support  of  a  seminary  m 
learaing  within  the  said  Territory. 

Sbo.  8^  And. hi  it  fitrtker  maeted^  That  the 
BanreyorOenBial  shall  dime  soeh  of  the  pMie-. 
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lands  in'  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  dir^t,  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  divided  in  the  same  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations  and  limitation  as  to  expenses^r 
as  is  providid  by  law  in  relation  to  the  lands  ot 
the  ^United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
and  ahove  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
dis[>osai  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  lyinr 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  land  office  shau 
be  estahlisbed,  which  shall  be  kept  at  such  place 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct ; 
and  a  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall 
be  apiK)inted  for  said  office,  wnb  shall  give  secur- 
ity in  th^  same  manner,  in  the  same  sums,  and 
whose  compensations)  emoluments,  duties  and 
authority;  shall  in  every  respect  be  the  same,  in 
relation  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
their  office,  as  are  or  may  be  prx)vided  for  by  law 
in  relation  to  the  register  ana  receiver  of  public 
moneys  in  the  several  offices  established  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  dver  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river. 

Seo.  10.  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted^  That  the 
^President  of  the  United  States  be  and  h6  is  hereby 
authorized,  whenever. he  ahaA  think  proper,  to 
direct  fo  much  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana^  as  shall  "have  been  sur- 
veyed in  conformity  with  the  eighth  section  of 
this  actj  to  be  offered  for  sale.  All  such  lands 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  "number 
sixteen,"  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same, 
with  the  exception  also  of  a  tract  reserved  for  the 
support,  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  as  provided  (of 
by  the  seventh  section  of  this^act,  and  with  the 
exception  also  of  the  salt  springs  and  lead  mines, 
and  land  contiguous  thereto,*  which,  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  said 
States,  ^shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the 
lanq  office  and  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  and 
of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  and  on  such  day 
or  days  as  shall,  b^  public  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  be  designated  for 
that  purpose.,  The  sale  shall  remain  open  for 
three  weeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  be 
sold  for  a  price  not  less  than  that  which  has  been 
or  may  be  fixed  by  law  for  the  public  lands  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
'Kentucky  river.  And  shall  in  every  other  respect 
be  sold  in  tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same 


4erms  and  conditions,  as  have  been  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  for  the  lands  sold  iia  the  State  of 
Ohio.  The  superintendents  of  the  said  public 
sales  shall  each  receive  six  dollars  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  said  sales.  ^11  the  lands  which 
have  beeh  thus  offered  for  sale,  at  public  sale,  re- 
maining unsold  at  the  closing  of  the  public  sales, 
may  be  disposed  of  at  private  sale  by  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  for  tne  same  price  which  is  or 
may  be  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio :  Provided^  however^ 
That,  till  after  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon,^ 
no  tract  of  land  shall  beoffered  for  sale,  the  claim 
to  which  has  been  in  due  time  and  according  to 
law  ptesented  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the 
district  of  Louisiada  and  filed  in  his  office,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  investigated  by  the  Commission* 
ers  appointed  for  ascertaining  the  rights  of  per* 
sons  claiming  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana* 
And  patents  shall  'be  obtained  for  all  lands  sold 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  in  the  same  manner 
and  on  the  same  terms  as  is  or  may  be  provided 
by  law  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
claim  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  common  adjacent  thereto,  and  within 
six  hundred,  tards  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
same,  as  confirmed  by  the'  act,  entitled  *^An  act 
respecting  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleatis  and  Louisiana,"  shall  be  deemed  valid, 
although  the  relinquishment  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion to  any  claim  beyond  the  said  distance  of  six 
hundred  yards  was  not  made  till  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  period  of  six  months  prescribed  by  the 
act  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  ThzX  all 
the  navigable  rivers  and  waters  in  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and  Louisiana  shall  be  and  forever  re- 
main public  highways.    . 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  forty  ihoysand  dollars  be)  and  the 
s^me  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  efiect,  which  sum  shall  be 
paid  out  of  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
act  entitled  **i^n  act  providing  for  the  final  ad^ 
justment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 

Eublic  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
louisiana."  approved  February    the  sixteenth, 
eighteen  Hundred  and  eleven,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 
Approved  March  3, 1811. 
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Bank  4>f  tht  United  States — continaed.  P^^ge- 
a  memorial  of  the  Presideiit,  &c,  of  the,    . 
praying  ^udi  an^  extension  of  the  char- 
ter as  may  enable  ^e  bank  to  settle  its 
accounts,  referred  to  a  committee   -        -    853 
report  of  the  iaid  committee  that  such  ex- 
tension  is  not  necessary     ,     •        -        -    801 
Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  of  the  President,  dec^  of  the, 
praying  a  charter,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   19 

a  biil  to  incorporate  the,  read,  ^.     -        -      99 
.  read  a  second  time    -        ...        .        -36 

ordered  to  a  third  Heading  -        -        -      9jl^ 

read  the  third  tiine,  and  passed  •        <>    ^  ^7 

.  returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 

with  amendments  -        •        -        *        -131 
which  were  concurred  in  -        -        •        -    158 
Barbary  Powers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re^ 
resentatiyes  to  confiuiue  in  force  the  first 
^se6tion  of  the  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamcm  of  the  United  States  against 
the,  read,  dec         -        .        .^       .        .      28 
read  a  second  time    .  "    .   ^    .    ,    .        .     'so 
sepond  reading  resumed    -        ^    '    -        -84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -*       -      85 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended  -      86 

credentials  of  the  reflection  of,  for  six  years 
tmm  dd  March  next,  ordered  to  be  med  -     114 
Beidl,  Col.  Wltllam  Dent,  a  bill  from  the  Hous8 
of  RepresentatiTes   fyr   relief  o^  rea^ 
twice,  and  indefhrit^y  postoon^d    ••       •    868 
Beyerly,  Robert,  a  letter  was  read,  stattQg  that 
he  had  resigned  the  Presidency  of  the  - 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  refinred  t#  • 
the  committee  on  said  bank  -  '     -"       -    173 
Bioren,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Leib  pres^ntfed  the 
memorial  of,  proposing  to  print  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  referred  t6  a  select 
committee     -        -        •        .    '    .       -      8t$ 
(See  Lauft.) 
Bonds  fbr  Duties,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resbli^ 
tion  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in*. 
,    quire  into  tiie  expedie^nr  of  the  deposite 
of,  in  other  banks  than  -mat  of  the  United 
Sutet   -        ...       .        -       .19 

th^  resolution  was  agreed  to,  tuod  m  eonunil^ 
tee  apponited        •        *   *    -.      -      '»      19 
Boone  Island,  a  bill  from  the  Rouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  erect  a  light-house  on,  read^ 
Ac.       .        .        -        -        -        -        -84? 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -     ^    848 
.ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .      -        -    364 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passejd  as 
amended,     -        ...        .        .        .    354 

Boundaries,  Mr.  Giles  submjU^d  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  the,  l^tween  West  Florida  and 
Louisiana      -       -       -  .      -       •       -10 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appoihttd  '      -      17 
Boyle,  Caleb,  Mr.  Gregg  submi^ed  a  resolution 
that,^  may  have  possession  of  the  portraits 
of  the  late  King  and  Queen  of  France,  on 
his  obligation  to  return  them  when  called 
for         -        -        1        .        .-        -        -    854 
the  reeolutlon  negatived    •        ...    856 
Bradley,  Stephen  R.,  of  Vermont,  attended      ^'    11 
Brent,  ^Richard,  of  Virginia,  attended        -,       •      17 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  vecharter  the  Bank 
of  the  UnitedStates      -        -       -     289, 816 


Bro^,  Mokes,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  o^  on  the  subject  of  the  bil 
to  establish  light-houses,  beacons,  Ac^  re- 
ferred, with  the  bin,  to  a  select  comoiittae    81ft 

Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gilman,  coonmttees 
"  were  appointed  under  the  twenty  oecond 
and  forty-second  rules  for  oonducting,  in 
the  Senate    ....        -        -       17 

Byxbe,  Moses,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  the  privilege  of  pun^msr 
ittg  a  certahi  tract  of  land      -        -        -     IIS 

C. 

QamplMlll,  Thomas,  a  RevolutioBary  offiosr,  Mr. 
Gregg  presented  the  petition  e^  praying 
relief,  dbc.,  referred  to  a  seliBct  oommittae     188 
a  bill  for  relief  o(,  read,  dbc.        ...     104 
read  a  second *time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

leading         •        -       >       -       •        -     188 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     188 
Canton,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  Houn  of  Repre- 
santstHes  to  nmeve  the  land  oflke  firaoa, 
Tead,4w.        •        *        .        -        .        -      84 
read*  second  lime    ^        .        .        •       -86 
referred  to  a  select  oommittee    ^        .        -      88 
repotted  with  amendraentst  which  wvue  read    188 
amenduienta  agreed  to,  and  ordered  \o  a  IhM 
reiMling-        -    ,  -        -       -        -        -    188 
.   read  a  third  time,  and  tmssed  as  amended    -    158 
returned  ^om  the  House  of  Repyeaentathe» 
with  eonCRurrenee^tn  iIm  seceiid,  and  dte- 
greement  to  the.  other  amendments         -    175 
.    the , Senate  reoeded    -        ...       .       -851 
Cape  Elisabeth,  a  bill  to  iBt«ct  a  cohmtt  of  stoale 

.    on,  and  ior  other  purposes,  iea4dbc.       -    847 
read  a  secnhd  time    -        -       -        •       •    84a 
read  a^ti^  time,  and  pkssed      ^        •        .    854 
Cape  Fearriver,  boo^  to  be  pkeed  off  (eon- 

nectod  with  4h9  foregoing)     ...    354 
Cacswell,  8am»sl,  and  others,  apeiitkoB  o^  refct^ 

red  to  a  select  committee        ...      88 

Census,  a  MesM^'from  the  "President  of  the 

United  States  with  a  reportftvm  the  8ee- 

ntaryof  State  felattag  to  dtii^ieBMeu  m 

the  returns  of  the  third,  referred  to  m  se- 

'  lect  committee       -        •       -       •        -    365 

^    a^bdl  to  extend  the  time  for  oonjpleling  ^e 

returns,  dtc,  read  thiee  -times,  and  paaaad    358 
.Certificales,  credits,  dnc,  a  bill  to  authoriie  pay- 
ment of  certain,  read  a  ine  and  aaeatid 
time.    .       ..       .       ^       .        .       ^    IS8 
'  recommitted  to  a  select  committee      •        -138 
a  new  bill  reported,  aad  read      ...    188 
read  a  eecond  time    -        -        -        •       •    151 
•    read  a  third  timoi  and  passed     .        •       -    853 
ChampMn^  Ohriitopber  G.,  of  Rhode  lalmd^  aft* 

tended  -       -       -       .       .       .       -      88 
rensaiflw  vf,  on  Mn  Clay's  resolntioii,  on  te 
violatieB  of  order  .       «       •>        ^       .      78 
Chaplains,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  eohodltad 

4liensiialreeelQtionforappouitaa«iier  *     18 
agreed  to,  and  information  tlierce#  aeul  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  ,      •        •      17 
Cheeapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 

Hors^  gave  notice  ofabilltoaidthe    •      88 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  and  grant  of  land 

to  tiie,  read,  dtc 43 

read  a  second  time     -        •       -        -        -87 
refened  to  a  seleet  comndttee    •       -        -      85 
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Chflsftpeake  and  Delaware  Cattal— ^sontiiraed.    -Page* 
reported  without  amendtnent     -        -        •      87 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -^        -  '     -        -      93 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      94 
Clarkeoi^,  M.,  and  others,  a  petition  of,  pra3ring  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Baiik  of  die 
tTpitcd  States         -        -        -        -        -      88 
CImy,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  attended    '    -    ^    -      19 
speech  of,  on  occupation  of  West  Florida  -      55 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolutipn,  relating  to  Mr. 

Pickering's  violation  of  order  -        •  67,  73,  80 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Basik 
of  the  United  Stater     -        -        -        -    209 
Coast  Survey,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pro* 
ceedings  m  ezecutiOR  t)f  the  act  relating 
f6a         -        -        -        -        -        i        -    «7 
Collectioii  District,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  k 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
|he  expediency  of  establishing  a  new,  on 
the  northern  honndaries  of  the  United 
Slates   -        -        •        -        ■-'     '        -     129 
Collection  of  Duties,  Mr.  Soifth,  of  Maryland, 
*     g^TO  notice  of  abiU  to  repeal  the  third 
section  of  the  act-  supplementary  to  the 
,  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of'  offi-     ^ 

cers  employed  in  the  .  .  ,  .  348 
a  bfll  to  that  effect  read,  dtc  ,  -  -  -  849 
read  a  second  Ume,  and  referred  to  a  com^ 

mktee    *        -        •        -        -        .^       -    860 
indefinitely  postponed        .        .        .        i    Z9B 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the 
offioers  employed  in  the,  for  the  year  1810, 
laid  on  the  table     -        -        • .      -        -'   850 
Collectors  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadel- 

1^.  (See  Smithy  Larkin.) 
Columbia  Insurance  Comptuiy,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
New  York,  presentM  t  memorial  of  the, 
praying  that  the  9ank  of  the  United  States 
may  be  rechartered,  referred'  to  the  ^aid:  . 
Committee    -        -        •  '     -        -        -.116 
Commercial  Abuses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell* 
80  much  of  the  President's  Mestagd  as 
relates  to,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    -        •      17 

Commercial  Intercourse,  a  bill  from  the  House  pf 
RepresentatiTes  supplementary  to  the  act 
concerning,  read    -        .    '    •        .        •    356 
read  a  second  tiipe    -        -        -        •        -    350 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        «        -    358 
'  read  a  third  time     ^  -  ,     -        -        -        -    360 
and  pMsed        - '      -        .        -        ^        -    861 
Compensation,  a, bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives allowing  a  reasonable,  to  the 
persons  employed  in  taking  an  account  ef 
the  manufactitfing  establishments  of  the 
United  States,  read^       -        -        •        -    360 
read  a  second  aiM  third'tiBie,  and  passed    -    367 
Condit,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attendea     -        -      21 
credentials  of,  fbi  six'years,  frpm  .3d  of  Mardi 
next,  ordered  to  be  filed  -        -        -        -    393 
Congress,  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meetr 

ingof,read    -       .        .      ..       •       .    366 
postponed  indefinitely        •       .        .        .    356 
Constitution,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Ohio,  aoproving  the  amendment  to  the,  , 
in  relation  to  titles  of  nobility,  transmits 
ted  to  the  fiWetary  of  State  -       •        •    133 
of  the  Sute  of  Kentucky  to  the  same  eflfect    389 


Page. 
Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives -concerning,  read,  dec     131 
read  a  secoud  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -        -        -        .        -        .        -    151 
reported  without  amendm^t,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -       -        .        .    •    .    848 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    849 
Contingent  Fund,  the  Prraident  Of  tiie  United 

States  transmitted  an  account  of  the      «.     90 
Corcoran,  Thomas  and  .others,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  pretJentedtbe  petition  ot^  rela^ 
ting  to  improTements  in  the  channel  of 
the  Pdiemgc  river,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     --.--.      36 
'    said   committee    reported,"  and  werd  ^s* 
*        charged         •  .     -        -        -  ^     -        -    •355 
Corps  of  ^gineers,  ott  motion  of.  Mr.  Smith,, 
of  Malryland,  ^o  much  of  the  Presldeat'if 
Message  as  Mates  to  the,  and  Militaiy 
'  Academy,  was  referred  to  ^  select  com- 
mittee -        -        -        -        -        -       -      16 

(See  Engine&ri;) 
Cirawford;  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay^s  re^ 

lution,  respecting  vioiatioli  of  order        -      79 
'  the  credentials  of,  for  six  years  from  the  8d 

of  March  next,  ordere4  to  be  filed  *       -  -114 
speech  df,  en  the  bill  to  reoharter  the  Bank 

of  Uie  United  SUtes       -        -      13JK,  133, 134 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  said 

biU        .        - 880 

Crimes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawferd,  a  oomniil- 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex-  - 
pediency  of  providing  for  the  punishment 
(^  oomftiitted  in  the  Indian  territory       •    103 
Cumberland  Road,  on  q^otlon  of  Mr.  Worthing- 

tOB,  a  cottmitCee  was  appelated  on  the  *    115 
a  bill  on  the  subject  of  the,  read  a  first  and 

second  time   -*      ...  -        -        ^    174 
amended)  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    347 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    349 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments,  whidi  wore  boi^ 
curred  in       -        -        -        -        -        -    367 

Cutts,  Charles,  of  New  Hampshire,  appointed  a 
Senator  in  place  of  Nahum  Parker,  pro^ 
duce^  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat    •      9 

D. 
I>ana,  Samuel  W*>  appointed  by  the  tjegisla-  . 
ture  of  Connecticut  a  Sehator,  produced 
his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat    -        -        9 
sp^iBch  ol^on  Mf.  Clay's  rescdution  respect- 
ing violation  of  order     -        *        -         67, 71 
:  Davy,  WiHiam,  and  Son,  and  others,  Mr.  Leib 
presented  a  petition  of,  praying  certain  , 
exemptions  fin>m  the  provisions  of  the  act  - 
concerning  oonuneroal  intercourse,  .re- 
ferred     -      21 

Diebentures,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
,  stives  to  authorize  the  issue  o(  in  certain 
cases,read     -        -  -        -        -    368 

rMd  a  second  time,  and  refe|red  to  a  com-  ' 

mittee  .        •        -        -        •.       -        -    359 
lejported,  and  indefinitely  postponed  -        -    368 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the, 
read  twice     -        -        .        »        •        -    367 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  1^ --       1-    368 
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DocumenU,  •  bill  from  -the  Home  of  Rapreyent* 
fttives  to  Authorize. the  transportation  of 
certain,  iree  of  |x>8tage,  read,  Ac.  •        -       10 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -      10 
£. 
Elbows,  Ralph,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memonal 
of,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  relations  with  Frai^e  and  Great     * 
BriUih  -        -        -        -     :  -        -     260 

Bdgartown,  a  bill  to  place  buoys  at  |he  entrance 

of  the  harbor  of,  4cc*      -        -        -      .  -    347 
(See  Ccfe  EUzabeiA.) 
Engineers,  a  biU  making  further  provision  |br 

the  Corps  of,  read,  dec  ^        .        •        -      88 
read^  second  time    .....      80 

.  ordered  to  a  thi(d  reading  -        -        •      04 

read  a  third,  time,  and  reoommiMed    -       -      04 
reported  with  amendment*         *        -        •     104 
considered  a»  in  edimmittee,  «ttd  reported  «8 
,  amended       -      •.        ,.        .        ^        -     IIT 
recommitted      -        -        -     .  -        -  --    -     181 

repbrted  with  amendments}   whicli  were 

read      ...        -        .        -        -        ^     186 
ordered  to  •  &ird  reading  a*  amended       •     120 
read  a.  third  time  as  amend)ed,  and  PMsed    -     T90 
Erring,  Geoi^ge,  W.,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Franklin, 
.    a  committee  was  appointed  to  sequestthe 
'  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any  infoma^. 
tion-  he  may  *  possess  relative  to  the  ac- 
pounts  of       -        -        -        -        -        -     188 

a  MesspgOy  transmitting  a  report  firoqi  the 
SecreCaiy  of  the  Tfeasury  thereon  -    188 

Extra  Serrices,  Mr.  L^  aubmilAed  a  resolution 
mutliOrizing  allowanoes  to  certain  aerv«its 
iyf  the  Senate  ior,  read  a  first  and  second 
time      -        •  ,     T        -        -        -        .    868 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.     ....    356 

F.       '    ' 

Farmers'  Bank  of  AlezAudria,  Mn  CHles  pre-  ' 
sented  the  petition  of  the  president;  4^c., 
of  ^e,'  praying  a  charter,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  4ionside.ration  -        -        -16 
referred  to  a  felect  committee    -        •«        -      16 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  dte.      -        -      36 
rsad  a  second  time    •        •        -        -        •      66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •        -      06 
reajJ  a  third  time,  andpassed      -        •        »  .    07 
relumed  from   the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments  -        -        -    '    -     V3l 
which  were  concurred  in  .  -        -        -        -     158 
Fines,  penalties,  dtc,  a  bill  fronk  the  House  of 
Repreaentatives  to  remit  certain,  read,  and 
indefinitely' postponed '  ....    360 
Foering,  Mr.,  information  givei^  by,  to  the  Blink 

Committee    -        -        -        •        •        •     168 
Foreign  Coins,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  gave 
'       notice  of  a  bill  in  relation  to  -        -        •      11 
a  bill  to  suspend  th^  second  section  of  the 
act  relating  to,  read,  6ct»        -        -        -       15 
'  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 

tAittee 16 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

Ip  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -      18 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  ,  •  ,     •        -      18 
returned  fVom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  amendmeiits,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed         •        -        •        -      84 


Foreign  Coins — co|itinued.  P»8^ 

referred  to  a  committee      -        -         •       •       97 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  reported    -      97 
.  indefinitely  postponed        ...        .        .99 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr^n^taj, 
in  obedience  to  the  act  regulating  the  car- 
vulation  of,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 

the  table 36 

Fortifications,  a  *bfll  from  the  House  of  Repve- 

aentatives  tp  complete  the,  read,  &o.        -     386 
r^ad  second  and  third  time,  and  passed       *     366 
Fosdick,  Nathaniel  F.,  a.  bill  to  discharge,  horn 

imprisonment,  read,  6lc         -        -         -     168 
read  a  second  tiBey.aifd  ordered  to  m  thivd 
reading  -  '     -      ......        -        .108 

•     read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    168 
Fmnce  and  Gr^at  Britain,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gi]ies,  so  rmuch  of  the  PrMidenCs  Mes- 
sages as  relates  V>  our  anairs  with*  was 
referred  to  a  select  .committee  -        -      16 

Franklin,  Jesse,  of  Nonh  Carolina*  attended     -      18 
reiUarks  ot  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolotion  re« 
speeting4fifti»tiQii  of  Older      -        -        -      78 

O. 

GaUinry  of  the  Senate,  ori  tpotion  of  Mr.  GiiBian«' 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  opening  another  pas- 
sage to  the-        T        -        -        -        -151 

a  report  fix>m  said  committee  igreed  to,  and 
the  Secretary  dEirected  to  pay  t  dbc  -        •    173 
Georgetown  and  Potomac  Bridge  Company,  the 
pelitloir  of  the  Directors  of  the,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -        -         .        -101 

a  bill  authorizing  the  directors  to  caB  on 
stockholders  for  additional  payments,  Ac, 
read      ....        .        .        .    lu 

read  a  second  time    ...        .        .    114 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      '  '  -  '      .        .181 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee,     .        .136 
reported  trith  amendments         •        .        .131 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  thilrd  reading    •    808 
read  a  third  time,  andpassed  as  amended  -    846 
GeoiPgia,  a  bill  from  th«  House  of  Representa- 
tives declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  Of  the  t^iate  of,  read     -        -        -    366 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -        ...        .        .        .366 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    850 

Oiles,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  biH  to  recharter  dM 

Bank  of  the  United  States      •        .        -    I7i 
credentials  of,  for  tix,  years,  from  third  of 
Marqh  next,  order|B4to  he  filed       -        •    893 
Oilman,  Nicholas,  of  New  Hampshire,  die  oe- 
dentials  of,  for  six  years  iVoih   third  of 
March  neit,  presented,  and  ordered  to 
be  filed  -     *  -        -        -        -        -    173 

Qoqdrich,  Mr.,  speeph  6f^  on  Mf^  Clay's  resoln- 

.  tion  respecting  violation  or  order    -        -     81 
Gordon,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Worthingtoa 
"presented  a  memorial  of,  praying  an  al- 
teration in  ihe  laws  relating  to  lands,  d^ 
referred  to  a  select  committee         *        -356 
Government,  a  bill 'from  the  House  qf  Represent- 
atives making  appropriations  for  the  sop- 
port  of,  for  1810,  read,  dec     -        -        •    161 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  ooa* 

mittee  -       - 16^ 

reported  without  amendment     -       ^       -    lU 
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taken  up,  m  in  Committee  of  the  Wbokv 
amended,  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -     .  -        ••       -        -        -     178 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •     174 
Cfrmnt,  Lewis,  a  bill  fit>m  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  change  the  name  of,  read,  Ac.     1 06 
read  a  stebndtime    •  •      -        -        -        .     107 
ordered  to  s  third  reading  -        -        '-     109 

read  a  third  ttole,  and  passed  •  *  -  1 1 1 
Gregc^y  Andrew,  of  PehosyWania,  kttended  -  60 
Grice,  Mr.,  information  given  bj,  to  the  Bank 

Cominittee    •        .    ;   .        -        ^       ..     166 
H. 
HaAuDond,  Philip,  for  himsdf -  and  others ;.  Mr.    < 
.  Claj  presented  a  petition  ol^  praying  com- 
pensation for  certain  services,  &c,  referred 
to  a  select  tominittee     -      .  -        r.       -     ISO 
Sa^re  de  Or^ce  Bridge  Compimy,  a  bill  author- 
ixing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land  to  the,  read,  dbc  -    '   .i        •«  191 
read  a  second  time    •        •    /  -       - .,     -    126 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -^      -.      -     189 
rcjiected  on  the  third  reading     •      .  -        ^    168- 
Hazelly  Charlotte,  Mr.  Bradley  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  praying-  a  grant  of  land  to  hec«  as 
a  Canadian  refugee,,  referred  to  a  select 
oommittee     •        -        -       -        -        -    126 
Henry,  Patrick,  vanecdfliie.  o(,  related  %y  Mr.  Clay    209 
Honey,  Mr^  speech  of,  on  the  occupation  of  . 

West  Florida 43 

I.  . 

ImporleiB,  Mr.  Leib  prssentied  the  petition  of 
sundry,  read,  and  refolrred  to  the  oommii- 
tee  on  our  relations  w^  France  and 
Great  Britain         -  >      .        -        .        .      29 
Index  to  the/Lavra,  a  bill  from  ^e  House  of  ' 
Reinresentatites  tttftboming  tbeSeofetary 
of  State  to  cause  a  general,  |o  be  n£ade,' 
printed,  and  distributed  -  ,     - ,      -     176 

read,  dpc.  -        -        -        -        -        -    1108 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -        -        -        -        •        -        7    240 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        •        ....    293 

read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitelypof  tponed    829 
Indiena  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Bepresentctives  of, 
praying  sundry  modifications  of  the  laws 
relating  to  tl^s  public  lands^  referred  to 
the    Committee    on    the  Disposition  of 
Public  Lands         -        -        •        -        -     100 
a  hilt  from  the  House  of  fiepresentatives 
providing  for  the  side  of  a  tract  q(  land 
m,  lead,  4lc  -        •       -        -        -    126 

read  a  second  time,  ai^  referred  to  a  com- ' 

mittee  -        -        ...        -        -     127 
reported  without  amend^nent     •        -        • '   173 
ordered  to  a  third  readiog  •        -        -    298 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -    '    -        -  '  329 
notice  of  a  bill  lo  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in         -        .        -        -        -        -.   126 

'     bill  presented,  r^d,  Ac     '-        -      '  -        -     128 
relid  second  time,  referred  to  a  committee  -       130 
reported  without  amendment     ...     173 
*■  ordered  to  a  thhrd  reading  -        -  .      -     347 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    348 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  Und  concurred  in        •    868 


^     Ptge. 
Injunction  of  Secrecy,  Mr.  Pickeifng  submitted^ 
a  resolution  that  the,  be  removed  from  the 

Kpers  relating  to  Louisiana  and  West 
orida  -        -        -        .  v     .        .    86T 

the^ resolution  n'egatiVed*' -        ...    860 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  biU  from  the  Ht>use  of  Rep- 
resentatives concefnihg,  read,  6cc:  -        •     366 
reAd  a  second  time,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    866 
read  ^  ^^^ifd  time,  dlnd  passed     ...    367 

-^• 
Judicial  l^stem,.a  hill  in  additian  to  the  act  to 

.  amend  Ike,  read  twice,  and  reforred      ,  -    180 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
■  toathirdrelMiiBg  -        ....        -    131 
,  read'  a  third  time  by  ^i|sent,  and  passed    •    181 

■  '  ■    ;     .K. 

Kadiaskii^  report  of  the  Sfci^tary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  subject  q(  rejected  claims  to 
land  in  the  District  of    r        •        -        -      66 

KeintudLy,  Mr^  .ClftV  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
number  of  tne  dtisens  o(  praying  a  re- 
newal of  the  pharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  referred  to  the  Bapk  Com- 
mittee   - 102 


Lakes,  icc^  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
lative to  the  convenience  of  eommnnioa- 
tiom  thereon,  dbc.   -        -  .     - 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  commitlelB 


26 

Lambert  John^of  New  Jersey,  attended      .        .        9 
Laws,  a  bill,  authorising  a  subscription  to  the 
edition  of  the,  bj^  Bioren  and  others,  read 
and  refiBrred  -        -        r        -        •        -      98 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        •     102 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Re- 
nrese^tatives,  that  they  have  appoffnted. 
Chaplain       -        -        .      —    .   .        -      18 
Lee,  Richard  Bland, «  motion  to  Vefer  the  memo- 
rial of,  to  the  SecreUry  of  War,  negatived    860 
Leib,  Mr.,  speech  oi^onthe  bill  to  renew  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes       -     162 
Leiper,  Mr«,  information  given  by,  to  the  Bank 

Committee -     164 

Leitiendorfer,  Eugene  de,^Mr.  fihidley  presented 

a  petition  of;  referred  to  a  select  committee  97 
a  biUibr  relief  of,  read,  d^  -  *  -  >00 
read  a  second  time  -  --  .  .  -101 
.  onlered  to  third  reading  •  '-  -  •  1 10 
tead  a  third  time,  and  pass^  •  •  -  111 
returned  from  the  Heu»e  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  which  was  read      •     125 
and  disagreed  to        •        -        -        -        -     127 
Libraiy,  }/lu  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  to  ap- 
point a  joint  comm^tee  on  the        -        -      86 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      86 
a  message  from  the  House^  of  Representa- 
tives concurring,  dfcc.      -        -        -        -      96 
a  letter,  from  A.  Seyb^rt^  on  behalf  of  4aid 
conimi^tee,  was  read,  stating  the-bad  con- 
dition of  the  room,  and  asking  permission 
to  place  the  books  in  one  of  the  committee 
rooms  of  the  Senate,  which  was  granted      87 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  the  joint  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  permanent   arrange- 
menu  for  the  aafo-keeping  of  the  books   •      99 
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Limitation,  reports  from  the  Seeretaxy  of  the  Trea*    . 
t^Tjf  on  the  subject  of  jBlaims  haired  hy 
.  the  statntee  of        ^r        '•        -        •        -       19 
on  motion  of  Mr*  Crawford,  the  report  was 
referred  to  a  seleet  pomipittee        -        -      96 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Mi^asachnsetts,  attended  -        -      31 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clip's  resolution*  relative 

to,  violation  of  order       ...        -67,80 
speech  of,  on  ^the  bill  to  recharter  the  Btok 
of  the  United  States       -        -       •    '    .     156 
Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

aothoriiing  a,  read  twiee  and  lelerred     •    SM 
Imported  with  amendmenti^  and  oidered  to  a 
dutd  reading         ......    360 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  '-    360 
Lord'sDay,  the,  Hr.Gregg'presentediha.ttienMN   » 
rial  of  the  Clergy  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
such  an  amendnvent  of  the  Post  Office 
laws,  as  to  prohibit  mails  on,  referred  to  a 
select  committee     ...        -.       .      '.     115 
a  report  from  said  committee.  Indefinitely 
postponed      .        -        .        .        .        -'  35) 
Lonnan,  William,  and  others ;  Mr.  Smith,  of  Main- 
land, presented  a  petition  of,  praying  re- 
lief from  an  alleged  violation  of  the  non- 
intercourse  act       •        -        .        ...    368 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Bayard  submitted  a  resolution,  in 
relation  to  the  metes  of,  asL,  oOded  by    . 
France    -     -        .        -        ...     107 
the  resohition  negatived    -^       '    -    -        -109 

'      '     '     ,  M.  •    "     •  ^    .   • 

Jttachen,  Lewis,  H.>  (a  clerk,)  oathoi;  to  keep  ia- 

.  wlate  the  secret  proceedings,  dec  -        -     B73 
Macnamara  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep;ce- 

sentatives,  for  relief  of,     '    '  -        -        -    358 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -    '  -        '    369 
reported  with  amendment^,  read  three  timet, 
^nd  passed  as  amended    -     -      ^        •    S60 
Master  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  ofH^a- 
delphia,  Mr.  I^ib  presented  a  petition  of  a, 
large  number  of  the,  praying  a  renewal  of    * 
the  chatter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  referred  to  the  Bank  Committee     109 
Ma&e^,  James,  8ergeant-at- Arms  and  Doorkeep- 
er, authorixed  to  employ  an  assistant,  dte.      10 
Matthew80B,Eiisl^  of  RhcMie  Island*  attended  -        9 
Metiphreynvagog,  $  bill  to  establish  Uie  District 

of,  read'  dec*  ..••..  129 
read  a  second  time  -  -  •  •  -  130 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  ,  -  173 
read  a  thbd  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  '  174 
Message,  the  President's  Annual  -  •  -11 
read,  and  five  hundred  copies  ordered*  to  be 

printed  -  -  -  .  -  -.  -  -  15 
a  confidential  *  -  ^  •  -  -  *  84 
eommuhicating  a  letter  from  our  Minister  at 

London,  ordered  to  be  printed        •       ;  -      96 
communicating  letters  from  the  Charg6  d' Af- 
faires at  Paris,  ordered  to  be  printed'      -     118 
Mifitaiy  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bmith,  of 
Maryland,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
.    sage  as  relates  to  the,  and  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, was  referred  to  a  select  committee      16 
Military  Establishment,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  on  the  contingent  eirpenses  of  the  •      86 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
for  IdU,  read,  &c.         -       -       .       .105 


Military  Establishment — contmued.  Page. 

read  a  secohd  time,  and  referred  to  m  CBrnt- 

mittee     -      -        -      .  -        -        -        -    106 
reported  without  aiuendment     ...    lOO 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       ...    \\t 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    li4 
Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Letb,  so  much  of  tii« 
.  Message  as  relates  to  the  organization,  dkc 
of  thev  was  referred  to  a  select  committee       19 
said  committee  reported  and  were  discharged     356 
a  Message  from  the  Pres^ent,  wltha  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  iastseasion,  dec      SO 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting  a 
return  of  the    -     -        ...        .        .    339 
Mihs,  William,  Mr.  Dana  presented  a  petition  o^      86 
referred  to  a  .select  committee     ...    160 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read,  dbc        -        -        -    161 
r^  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tiuid 

reading    -     -        -        -        ...        -    16S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  *     -        -    16S 
Minifie,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
*  sentatives,  for  relief  of,,  read  and  indefin- 
itely postponed       369 

Ministers jmd  Consuls,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Biad- 

ley,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  imiinie 

whether  alterations  are.  necessary  in  tlie 

act;  fixing  the  eompensation'of       -        -    115 

Mint,  a  message  from  the  President,  commuBl- 

cating  th#  report  t»f  the  Dnector  of  the    -      87 
Miscellaneous  Claims,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  of  the  moneys  expended 
in  1810,  for  the  discharge  o^dtc*     -        -105 
Missisiippi  Terrftoiyj  Mr.  Anderson  preesated  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Qooncily  dice 
0^  praying  that  said  Tenritory  may  be  ad^ 
mitted  inttf  the  Union,  referred        -        -     168 
McDonald^  Jolm  GL,  {clerk,)  oath  of;  to  keep  in- 
violate thesecret«pioceedingB  of  the  Senate    37S 

'       '  .  ^• 

rfaahviIle,*Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTOB  to  remove  the  land  oAee 
from,  read     '-        -        -        -        -        -      84 

read  'a  second  tiipe'    .....     86 

•   referred  to  a  select  committee    ...      86 
.    .  reported  with  amendments,  whidrv^ere  vend    136 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -    138 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  -    153 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  concurrence  in  one  and  disagreement 
to  the  other  amendments        ...    175 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendment! 
disagreed  to  •        •        -        •        - .     -    651 
.National  Abodes,  replort  firom  the  Secretaiy  of 

War,  on  the  expenses,  dec,  of  tiie  -       •    853 
Navyi  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  on  the 

expen'diitires,  dtc  .....      89 

a  bill  makiuff  appropriations  fi>r  euppott  of 
tiie,  for  18U,  re4d,  dtc  -        -        -        -166 

^    read  a  third  time,  and  referred  te  a  commit- 
tee        -        -        -        -       ^        -        -    106 

reported  without  amOndment     -        •        -    111 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    115 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed'    ...    13S 
Navy  Hospitals,  a  biU  from  the  Honse  of  Repre- 

resentatives  ta  establish,  read,  dec.  •        -173 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  committee    174 

reported,  without  amendment     -        •  .      -    339 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       -        -849 
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New  Inle^  North  Carolina,  a  bill  to  erect  a  bea- 
con at»  6cc.t  read,  d:c     -        .        .        .'    347 
(See  Cape  Elizabeth — eame  bill.) 
New  Jersey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent 
tatiyes  to  annex  a  part  of,  to  the  collect 
tion  district  of  New  York,  read,  &c»        -    358[ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to'  a  commit- 
tee        - 869 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        --       -        -        •    859 
Netwspapers,  usual  order  for  the  supply  of,  to 

membfrs        •        •        -        -        *        -10 


Ocean  Insurance  Company,  New  Yorkv  Mt. 
Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  mem<Mial 
of  the,  praying  a  renewal  of  the  ehartet  of 
the  Bank  of  tt^e  United  States ;  referred  to 
the  Bank  Cdmroittee  .  -  ^  i  lOt 
Ofllcen  of  the  Customs,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  a 

resolutioi^  that  aeommittee  be  appoiiited         c 
to  bring  in  fi  bill  making  compensation  to 
certain  -^      *        -        -        -        -        -     129 
th6  resolution  disagreed  to      ,  *-      '  -  '      -    151 
Ohio^  Mr.  Campbell  |aTe  Aotioe  of  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  laying  out  and  making  of  cer- 
tain  roads  in  the  Stale  of         -        •        •    Q3 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read,  dec        -        -        •  ,  85 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee        -       -        ....        :    .   .      86 
Xted  with  an  amendment     •        •        *      94 
ed  to  a  third  reading,  with  the  amend- 
ment    -        -        -        -        -. .      .        -      99^ 
read  a.thi^d  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      97 
a  letter  from,  the  Governor  of^  endosing  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature,  approving  the 
iheasuref  of  the  Qeneral  Government     ^    340 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  notice  of  a  biU  to^  author- 
ise a  subsmption  to  the  stock  of  the'       •      29 
ahill  to  that  effect,  read,  dtc      -        •        •      87 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -    -^  •        -      66 
referred  to  a  committee    :  •       .        . ,      •      88 
reported  without  amendment,  an4  ordeied 
to  a  thitd  reading  -        *        •        -      ^      94 
Onis,  Luis  de,  the  President  of  the  United 'States 
communicated^  confidentially,  the  transit 
tion  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Captain  Gena 
era]  of  Caraccas,.  wbich  was  read,  and 
referred         -        -    '    .  ,     .        .       .    375 
Mr.  ChampKn  submitted  a  resohition  to' in- 
quire whether,  had  been  appointed  a  spe- 
cial Minister  to  the  tTnited  States  -        -    876 
the  resolutiou  negatived    .        .        .        ^    876 
Ord,  Mr.,  information  given  by,  to  the  Bank 

Committee    «        •        -        -        -      ' .    168 
Orleans  Territory,  a  bill  extending  the  laws 
'  '  BOW  in  force  in;  to  the  river  Perdido, 

read,  dte.  ---••*  jo 
read  a  sepond  time  •  '  -  -  •  •26 
debc^  on  the  thifd  reading  •  -  -  ■  87 
recommitted'  -  -  -  -  •  -  129 
Mr.  Dana  submitled  a  resoluthm  relating  to 

ik6  survey  of  the  coast  of,  agreed  to  -  27 
a  report  from  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply  to  said  resolution      ...    116 
a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representattves,  to 
-    enable  the  pe<^e  of.  to  form  aXM>Bstitu- 
tion  mr^Muratonr  to  ibek  admission  into 
the  Uniony  rea4  dbe.     ....      79 


126 


Orleans  Territory— continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -  r  .  -  .  -  -  98 
reported  with  amjendments  -  .  .  103 
one  of  the  amendments  disagreed  to  -  -  105 
consideration  resume!  ...  107,110 
aome  amendm^snts  adopted,  and  ordered  td 

a  third  reading Ill 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  As  amended  -     127 
.     returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
:v^ith  agreement  to  all  the  amendments 
but  one  -        -        --      -        -        -     131 

the  Senate  insisted  on  that  one  -        -     .  -    152 
oh  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  req^uested  to  cause 
.   to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the  latest 
census  of  the  people  of  -        -        -        -     114 

a  Message  from  the  President,  in  r^ly  to 

the  resolution 

Orleane  and  Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  providing  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  claimk  to  land  in  the  Terri- 
,  tories  of        •.-        -        -.-        -      65 
billread,  &c.    -        -        -        -        -        -      67 

read  a  second  tim^  and  referred  to  a  com-, 
mittee   -        -.       -, '     -        -        -        -      83 

,  reported  with  aOiendments         ...        -     103 
amendpients  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
t^itdj'eading  -        -        -        -        -     121 

read  a  tnird  time,  and  pa^ed  as  amended  -    126 
Mr.  Cutts  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  amend  ', 
.the  act  ptoyiding  f6r  the  6nal  adjustment 
of  claims  to  land,  Ac.  '  -        ...    -348 
bill  presented  to  that  effect,  read.  dbc.         .    349 
read  a  second  time,  and  reforred  to  a  com- 
mittee   350 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  read^g    852 
read  a  third  time,  and  'passed  as  amended  -    353 
Oaage  Tribes,  Qlreat  and  Little,  the  President  of 
the  United  Stotes'traBsmitted  copies  of 
*  treaty  With  the    -        ....        -    240 
a  bill  from  the  HotMe  of  Representatives 
'  making  approprtattons  to  carry  into  effect 
the  treaty  with^  the,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  r  third  readitag         ...    367 
read  a  third  timci  and  pwed     •        -'     '  •    868 
Oawegatchie,  a  bill  to  esCabli^  the  district  of, 

and  others,  read^  dec.     •        -        •        -    129 
ftftd  lusecond' time    -  ^    -        •        •        •    130 
Oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .      - .    173 
tead  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        •    174 
Pearl  River,  a  bill  from  the  Hduse  of  Represent- 
aiives  authoriang  the  Register  and  Re- 
.  eeiver  of  Publie  M<ineys  to  superintend  the 
'  public  sales  of  lands  in  the  district  of^read 
twice     -    '    -        -•      -        -  ;     *        -      85 
referred  to  a  Mlect  committee    ...      86 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    126 
'      amendments  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         -        -        -        -       -128 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    152 
returned  from  th^  Holise  of  RepreeenVitive^. 
with  agreement  to  0B6  amendment^  and 
disagreement  to  others  •        -        -'      -    175 
the  Senate  receded    -        •        -        -        -    251 
(Included  in  the  bill  to  reknove  the  land 
office  from  Nashville.) 
Perdido,  Mr.  Clay  (ia  secret  session)  reported  a 
bill  to  enable  the  President  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  territory  east  efth^t^^ll^    871 
Digitized  by ' 
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ordered  to  a  second  reading        ...    873 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     «        .        .    374 
a  oomipittGe  appoi|ited  to  carry  the  same,  coh- 
fidentially,  to  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives     .        K        -        *        ...    876 
a  confidential  joint  resolution  from  (he  House 

of  Representatives  on  the  same  sabject   -    374 
read  a  second  tipde,  amended,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    '    -        ^    376 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur  hi  the 
amendment   -        -        -        -        -        -    377 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
$tates,  stating  that  he  has  q>pioved  th« 

bill,  Ac.        .  -      ' 378 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memorial'  of 
a  number  of  citizens  of,  ptaying  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  may  he  re-  .  • 
ch^rt^ed,  referred  to  the  Bank  Commit- 
tee '  -  -  -  -  -.  -  '  .  IW 
Phillips,  David,  and  others,  brassfoun^ers ;  Mr. 
Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of,  praying^the  removal  of  the  duty  on  zino^ 

read -        -      43 

Picktring,  Timothy,  of  MassachosettSi  attended      11 
vpmarlu  of,  on  the  bilt  for  Che  occupation  of  ■ 

West  Florida.        -        •        -        -         48,65 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  c&arging 

hHn  with  a  Violation  of  order  -        -         75»  89 
•peech  of;  en  the  bill  to  rechartef  the  Bt^k 
of  the  United  8utes       -        -        -        ^308 
Pittsburg,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  piti-> 
sens  off  pcayiug  that  the  charter  of  the 
Bftnk  of  the  United  States  may  not  be  r^ 
newed ;  referred  to  the  Bank  Committed  -     118 
Pope,  Mr.,  splMch  of;  on  the  hill  for  the  occupap 

li«i  of  West  Florida      •        «       /^       *      37 
temarks  o^  om,  Mr. Clay '•  v«^l|itton  jnelafiBg 

tQ  Mr.  Piekefins^s  violatkmof  order    .    •      78 
speedi  o(  on  the  bill  to  rehew  the  charter  of 
,  the  Bulk  of  the  United  States  '    •        -    319 
speech  o^  in  vaply  to  Mr.  S.  Smith     -      ^t    868 
eiectioii  o^  as  President /iro  ttm,  of  Senate    3<te. 
Porter,  David,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  petition 
of,  praying  compenmtion  for  certain  sejs-> 
art's  at  New  Ortaans,  under  the.noiwnter- 
course  laws ;  referred  to  a  oomtoittee  .    -      37 
a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  0^  read,,  dtc  -        *       «     188 
read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        ^       -t     130 
reeommitted  to  a  seled  committee      -        •    860 
PostOMater  Qeneral,  repert  of  the,  in  9bedience 

toaotofpongress-'       -       *        r       -     104 
bill  from  the  Hoo^e  of  Representatives  allow- 
ing ad4itio|ial  compensttteii  to  the,  reaji.  -    869 
indefinitely  postponed        -.       -  '   .  •        -    370 
President  of  the  United  Stages,  the  usual  jiunt 

committee  appointed  40  wut  on  t^     .  •  9,  IQ 
^epont  of  said  committee    -        -        r        -      U 
annual  Message  of  the       .       ..       ^        .      n 
joint  oocnmittee  to  report  to  tbe»  that  Con-    . 
'  gross  was  ready  to  adjourn     -        -     368,  37<]l 
P^per^,  conQscated,  dtc«,  Mr.  Lk>yd  submitted  a 
resolution  requesting  certain  information 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  in 
relation  to-        -.        -       ..      .96 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  comoiittee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  00  the  President     •        -     100 
a  Message  from  the  President,  commu^icat-         '  I 
ing  the  infiiri^atton  desired    .       .        •    106 1 


P^rotecting  Duties,  Mr.  Clay  presented  a 

rial  of  a  great  numl^er  of  mechanics  ind 
manufacturers,  praying  encourageBentbj,' 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  bUI  from  the  Hook 
of  Representatives  to  incorporate  the,  of 
Alexandra,  read)  dtc    .... 
read  a  second  time    -        .     - .      .      . 
third  reading  reftased,  a  vote  to  recdnnjder, 
and  the  bSU  referred  to  a  select  commitlee 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
.  to  a  third  reading  -        •       .  *  .      . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 
the  President  of  the  United  States  retaned 
it  with  obfections,  and  a  message  fron  the 
House  informed  the  Senate,  that,  on  r^ 
<y>ns^d6ration,  the  b31  was  rejected 
Public  Arms,  a  repbrt  from  the  Secretary  of  Wir, 
on  the  sale  of         -»        .... 
Public  Buildings,  a  report  from  Surveyor  of  the 
PttbHe  Contracu,  a  report  from  the  Secretaiyflf 
^     War,  with  two  statemeiitB  of,  msde  by  the 
Department*  afed  hj  the  Purveyor  of  Pib> 
lie  Supplies   -        -        -       ... 
report  ftota  the  'Secretary  of  the  Trefioiy,of 
the,  made  by  his  Department  • 
Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WorthingtoD,  i 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  wImI 
fbrtber  provisions  are  neeessaiy  for  tbe 

*  dispositioo  of  the 

Mr.  Worthington  praeonted  the  resohrtisB  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  instmetiBf  djor 
Representatives  to  procure  an  sxteiiMi 
of  ihb  time  Car  payment  on,  referred  • 
a  MU  making  further  provisien  for  the  nk 
of  reservations,  read,  dbc  •  -  - 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  te 

a  third  re«divig^'     -        <r 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  die  United 
States,  transtnftting  copies  of  the  laws,  tree- 
tietf,  and  other  documents  relating  to  tbe 
referred  to  a  select  committee    • 
a  bill  making  further  distribution  of  the  livt 
relating  to,  read,  dec.     .       -      -      * 
read  a  second  time     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       * 
lead  a  tlnrd  tune,  and  passed     • 
'returned  from  the  House  of  Representttivei 
with  amendments  .        .       .      •     - 
whtch  yRttt  concurred  -in    -       -      •     * 
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Quartermaster's  Department,  Mr.  |jeib  gave  ■•- 

ticeofabiUtoestahljsha      *      '     '     \i, 

a  bUl  to  establish  a,  repd,  Ac    •  '    ^ 

Te^  a  aecond  time,  referred  to  i  ooB^i'^    ^ 

reported  without  amendment,  and  sidtwd 

to  a  third -reading  -       .       .       -     •    ^ 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  ppstpoped  to  next  fM- 

sien  of  Congress    -       -       -       *     '  *  JJ 

Quorum,  the  usual  ocdeis  adopted  in  reistioot*  ViJ^ 

adjournment  of  the  Senate  for  want  oft  *    '^ 

Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland^attended  -      *     .'     ' 
Rollins,  Ebenenr,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  s  p^ 


tion  of,  relating  to  debeatares^  nkmA 
to  thecdmmittceon  4hepetltioa^C^f*    ^ 

Armroyd,  dc  Co.    -^  VSr^rrl^      " 
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Itoliins,  Ebenezer — continued, 
a  bill  ibr  relief  o^  read,  Ae. 
read  a  gecx>nd  time    • 
•  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned 


Pige- 

-  94 

-  96 

-  97 
.      97 


Seamen,  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  StateS)  transmitiing  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  Btiit«,  relating  to  the  snp- 
pprtrof  di«ttessed  American,  reed  and  re- 
ft»rred    ----.-        -        *      18 

a  bill  from  the  ^ollBe  of  Rei^esentatiTes  fna- 
kingan  additional  appropriadoii  for  rdief  * 
and  prete<«idn  of  disUeseed  Amerieaib 
iead,dL6.        -        .        -        -        -       -      2« 

read  a  second -time,  end  reforred  to  a  oomlnk- 
t««        -------      2» 

leMrM  wkhoul  amendment     -       -       -      65 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...     -      66 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  '  -        --       -      W 

Mr.  Dviagave  notice  of  a  bUl  foTTefief^ 
United  Btatee        .'       -        -        -        -      43 

biH  to  that  effect  read,  ^tc  -        -        -        -      66 

rettd  a  sfC^d  lime    --      .....      86- 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      93 

*  reported  \vith  amendments         -'       -.      -     151 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Ooagress  •    353 

Senate,  members  present  at  theneetJAflT  of  the    •        9 
aeerei  session  of  the  -        -        -        -        -    369 

•  adjoomment  of  the    -  •      -        -  '    .  *        -    ^70 
Sherifb,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  RepcssentatiTes 

taaothoHM  the  eleotidn  of,  m  I|»diaM  Ter- 
ritory, read    -        -       -        -       -       ^    131 
^  Bead  a  second  ttme,  a^d  referped  to  a  cotmiBt- 

tee        ,. 181 

reported  witb  an  amendment     -      .-        *  »94 

Offered  to  a  tiiird  reading,  as  amended     '-  349 

re»d  a  third  time,  and  rejected    -        -        -  3&1 
Sinking  F«nd»  a  report  of  the  Oon^missionera  of 

^        .        .        -        -        .,       .     ^  115 

Smith,  Larfcin,  Mr.  GOek  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  additional  compensation  as  eot^ 
lector  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  referred 
to  a  select  committee  -  -  *  -  II 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  and  the  collectors  of 
Baltimore  and  PhiUdelphia,  read,  -        -      37 

read  a  second  time 5*8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    W9 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -    353 
indeftni^ly  postponed        -        -        -  '     -    368 
Smith,  John,  ofNew  York,  attended  -.       -        -      81 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  Mr. 
Pickering's  reading  a  letter  comqiunica- 
ted  confidentially  to  the  Senate       -        -      66 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  touch- 
ing thqsame  -        -        -        -        -        'w^® 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  on  the  same    71,  72,  73,  79 
on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States       -        -    133 
speech  ot^  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 

first  section  of  the  Bank  charter     -        -    340 
complains  of  indisposition,  and  giYes  way  to 

adjournment  -        -        •        -        -        -    250 
resumes  his  speech    -        -        -        -        -    ^1 
Stock,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  ^  resolution  relative 
te  the,  standing  to  the  credit  of  any  State^ 
dec.        -        -        -        •        -     .   -        *      ^» 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -        -        -        -        -        -       .*    1^ 

11th  Con.  3d  Sess. — 44 
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Suffrage,  a  bill  to  extend'  the  Hc^t  of,  in  ^  In- 
diana Territory,  read,  di^      -        ^        ¥  128 

read  a  second,  time 180 

reported  without  amendment      •        •        -  178 

.    ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •    .    -        -  347 

repd  a  thikd  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  348 
retttrned  firootthe  House  of  Representatives 
wiUiamenBdmentSy  which  were  conouncied 

i,,.     .........  36r 

SoadayMays.     (8ee.  Lord's  JDay.) 
Susquehanna,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, relating  io  a  bridge  over  the,  at  Havre 
de  Grace,  which  was  referred  to  a  comh    - 
mittee   •        -        -        -        -        •        - 
.         •       T. 
T«ylor;  John,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  produced  hii 
credentialaas  Senator,  in  place  of  Thomas- . 
Sumter,' resigned,  was  qualified,  and  took 
.      his  seat  -        ..      .--       -        -65 
remi|Kki  off  on  Mr.  Clay^aresohitioB  resped* 

fng  Mr.  Pickering's  violatioil  of  order      .      75 
speedi  of,  on  the  bOl  to  vecharter  the  Bank 


of  the  United  Stalei 


394 


new  credentials  of,  for  six  years  firom  third 

of  March  next,  ordeied  to  be  filed  -       •    360 

Ttfttnessee,  a. bill  fromihe  House  of  R^iceseal- 

^tives  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of 

land  lying  in  the  Stkte  of,  read,  djtc        -     152 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  coitf- 

mitteo    -        -        .      .-        -        -        -     1^ 

reported  WUhdut  amendment      -        -        .178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    293 

read  a  third  tirtie,  aUd  passed     -        -        -    329 

Tervin,  Richard,  and  oAers,  a  bfll  from  the  Hciise' 

of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read-       .    13^ 
relid  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  i 1«J 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        -    151 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    251 
read  a  third  time,  and  t»assed      -        -  .     -    329 
'     a  message  from  the  House  of  Ret>reMntativee 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  returned  it  with  objections,  and  that, 
on  reconsideration,  they  had  rejected  it   -    366 
Mr.  Campbell  asked  and" obtained  leave  to 
present  another  bill  without  the  objectiott- 
able  sections,  wiiloh  was  read  three  times 
and  passed     -        ...        .        -    366 
returned  from  the, House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  concurred 
in.        .        .       -        -        -       -        -    367 
Thompson  dc  Edgar,  and  others^  Mr.  German 
presented  a  memorial  of,  on  the  scdject  of 
alleged  violations  of  the  nourintercourse 


act 


356 


torpedo,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

on  the  practical  use  of  the      -        -        -    350 

Trading  Houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives  to  establish,  with  the  Indian 

read,  &c  -        '        '        \      I        '       '  *^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee   '•'''''  ^ 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        "  oS 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  353 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  354 
Tranufer  of  Appropriations,  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  on  the  snbject  ef  a    -  21 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XIX 


INDEX. 


Senate  Proceedmg9  and  Debate9. 


Page. 
Treasiuer  of  tlie  Unitod  Btates;  the  President 

of  the  United  States*  transmitted  the  gen* 

era!  account  of  the  '  -  -  •  -,  101 
Treasqiy,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 

obedience  to  act  of  Congress  -  -  -  18 
a  report  from  the  same,  in  compliance  with  - 

the  act  to  Ax  the  compensation  lo«leriu  116 
Tomer,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  .  -  ^96 
Tomer.  Samuel,  clerk,  oath  of,  to  keep  inviolate 

the  secret  proceedings,  dec.     -        -  '      •    973 

V' 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  Mh  Smith  of  Mary- 
land presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, dDc.,  of  the,  praying  a  charter,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  .  -  '     -        -      27 
a  btfl  to  incorporate  the,  read,  dtc.      -   .     -  .    97 
read  a  second  -time    -        -        -        -  -      -      98 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  *  ,  •  •  -  100 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  r  -  ..--  101 
returned  from  the  House  of  R^resentatiTes 

with  amendments  -  -  •  -  -  131 
referred  to  a  select  committee  •  -  -  •  153 
reported  without  amendment,  with  a  mdtitfn 

to  postpone  indefinitely,  negatiTed         m    174 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives concurred  in        -        •      .-    .    •    175 

V. 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the,  attei^- 

ed  and  took  the  Chair    -        -        -        -     .  18 
remarks  of  the,  on  giving  his  pasting  vote  to 
atrike  out  the  first  aebtios  of  the  bill  to  re^ 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes    -    346* 
the,  gave  notice  th^t  he  would  be  absent  the 
remainder  of  the  session  -        -        -    360 

Virginia  Line,  Mh  Giles  silbmitted  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  on  tjie  sub- 
ject of  granting  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the,  permisrion  to  locate  warrants, 
dec       -        -        -        -        -        -        -    363 

Vogdes,  Mr.,  information  giveaby,  to  the  Bank 

Committee    -        - .      -        -        -        .     166 

Volanteer|(,  a  bUl  to  authorize  the  Presideiktof  the 
United  States  to  accept  the  services  of, 
read  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
.a  third  reading      .        .        .        .^       .    355 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa«sed     -        •        •    366 

W 

War,  a.  report  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience 

to  the  act  to  establish  the  Department     -      66 
a  r^rt  from  the  same,  in  obedience  to  the 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
ofclerks         ......      9^ 

Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.Giles  pre- 
sented a  memorisl  of  the  City  Council  of, 
praying  sundry  amendments  to  their  char- 
ter; referred  to  a  select  comofittee  -        -      30 

Water  Communication,  Mr.  D^na  presented  k 
bill  concerning* the,  along  the   northern 
confines  of  the  United  States ;  twice  read 
by  consent     -        -       -        -        -        -      98 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  thud  reading     -    100 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •    101 

Wayne,  Isaac,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  a  petition 

o(  praying  remission  of   certain  sums 

(bond  against  the  estate  of  his  father,  the 

.^  late  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne,  re- 

finrred  to  a  stlect  comtaittee    ...      87 


Wayne,  Isaac — continued.  ' 

reportofsaid€ommittee,infavor  of  same    -      90 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read.  Sec        ...      93 
read  a  second  time    -----      M 
r<iad  a  third  tiine,  and  pas^d      -        -        •      96 
Western  Missionary  Society,  Mr.  Campbell  pre- 
sented a  memorial  oT  the ;  Teferred  to  a 
committee     .       .      ^.        .       •        .     ii6 
West  I^int,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeo- 
tatives  to  av^tborixe  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  appoint  commissioneBs  to  settle  the  ex- 
terior line  of  the  public  land  at,  read,  Ac      37 
read  a  second  time    .....      43 
referred  to  a  committee      •        -        -        -      84 
reported  without  amendment,  and  osdered  to 

a  third  readttfg      -        -        -        -        -      98 
read  a  third  t^m^  and  passed.    -        -        -      99 
Wheatbn,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  am- 
.  moriai  ot  praying  cemuneration ;  refBoed 
to  a  committee       -.       «        •        -        -     151 
Wheeling  Road,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inha)>itants  of  Ohio,  pniT- . 
ing  a  cdntinuanoeof  the  road  torn  Wash- 
ington to;  dec        -        -        .        .        .    367 
White  Mou^tains,  a  bill  to  establish  the  disteici  oi 

read,  dtc.       .       •       .        -       '-       -    Uf 
read  a  second  time     .        •        '.        .        .    189 
ordered  to  a  third  reaiding .      -    .        •        -    173 
*     read  a  Jhird  time,  and  pMeed      ...     174 
Whiteside,  Jepkin,  of  Tennessee,  attended         •      36 
credentiala  ojQ  for  six  years,  from  the  thiid 
of  March  Jieyt,oi3dered  to  be  filed  -'       -    3M 
Wilkinson,  James)  Mr.  Bradley  presented  a  me- 
morial of  General,  praying  that  credit  may 
be  iillowed  him  oli  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  sundry  disbursements,  dec ;  re- 
ferred ^  a  committee    ^-        •        .        .     196 
•report  of  nid  committee    -        •        .        .    96t 
Wilson,  Eleanor,  a  petition  0^  in  behalf  of  her 
husband,  prating  that  hiaobim,  for  atoiea 
frumished  ^the  C6mmissary  General,  jDsay 
be  taken  out  'of  the  statute  of  limitation  -    193 
Worthington,  Thom<^  produced  his  credentials 
as  a  Senator  Irom  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
place  of  Return  J.  Meigs,  v^as  qualified 
and  took  his  seat     •        -        -        •        -    87 

Y. 

ITms  Mid  Nays,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend 
the  biii  extending'  the  Orleans  Territory 
to  the  Perdido » 

on,  Mr.  Horsey's  motion  to  ask  inlbrmation 
respecting' title  to  certain  territory  -        -     98 

on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respecting  Mr.  Pkk- 
erfng's  violation  of  order         -        -       -      88 

on  recommitting  the  bill  making  further  pre- 
vision for  the  Corps  of  Engineers    -     94,  114 
.    0^  reconsidering  the  indefinite  poetponsmenl 

of  the  foreign  coin  bill    -        -        -        -    101 

on  amending  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Teiri- 
toiyiiUo  the  Union      •  -        -      106, 107,  110 

on  Mr.  Bayard's*  resolution  relative  lo  the 
limits  of  Louisiana         ....     199 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  admit  Or- 
leans Territory  into  the  Union       •        •     111 

on  postponing  the  same     -        -        •        -     III 

on  amending  the  bill  making  pfovinon  for 
the  Engineer  Corps       -        •        -     117,  198 

on  the  final  paisage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Or- 
leaas  Territory  into  the  Union      -       •    197 
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\9$M  and  Nayj-^cantfaiiied.  Bsge. 

en  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  concerning 
^  the  judicial  sygtem     ,     -        -        -        -     181 

on  receding  from  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
admitting  Orleans  Territofj,  He    -        -    151 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  Soeqaehan^a 
Bridie  -        .        -        -        -        -        -     162 

on  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  bill  to  char- 
ter the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetowji         -     174 

OB  amending  the  bill  to  diipose  of  the  re- 
aenred  sections  ofpaUic  land       -  •        -    S94 

on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  biH  to 
recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statas    846 

on  indefinite  postponemeiit  of  the  bill  C09- 
ceming  certificates,  credits,  dec.      -.       •    849 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  bill  to  , 
elect  sherifiSh  4c  -        -        -        -        •    8fip 

on4he  passage  of  said  bill-  '    ...    861 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
ceriifica^  credits,  Ac  •  '    -        -        -    368 

on  an\ending  the  bill  fixing  a  time  for.lKe 
next  meeting  of  Congress       -     .•  •        -    86Q 

on  amending  the  snpplenientary.  bill  con- 
cerning commercial  intercourse      -    367,  360 


Yeas  and  Nays— dontinued.  Page, 

on  postponin^nhe  same     -        •        -        -    368 
on  the  third  reading  ef  the  same         -        -    866 
on  Mr.  Pickering's  motion  to  remove  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy         -        -        -        -    360 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  supplementaij 

intercourse  bill       -        -     .  -        -        •    361 
^  on  a  ukotion,  in  secret  session,  that' the  Sec- 
retary furnish  a  manuscript  cqpy  of  a  biH      371 
on  a  motion  to  fiirnish  a  printed  copy  of  the 

same      ...-•.        -        -        .    871 
on  amending  the  said  bfll  -       --    3TS^ '  878 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy-from  the  same       ,-        -        -        -    374 
on  a  resolution  to  keep  the  same  inviolably 
■    •     secret,  dtc     -        -        -     *  •        i  ■      -    874 
on  the  final  pMsage  ofthe  same  -    874 

on  the  final  passage  of  a  joint  resolution 
respecUng  the  territory  east  of  the  Per- 
dido  river      ......    376 

.     Z, 

Zinc,  a  pietition  praying  the  removal  of  dutiee 

fix»m  the  imj^Oftation  of  •       ' .     *'       -      48 
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,     .        *  A. 

Accountability,  a  bill  providing  fi>r  the^  more  ef- 

foctual,  of  persons  intrusted  with  publfc    . 
moneys,  read  twice,  and  committed        -    966 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of   -       -        -       -       -        -        -    384 

Addison,  Rev.  Walter  D.,.  message  firom  the 
Senate  that  they  have  appointed  t|ie, 
Chaplain       ...       -       -       -    891 

Additional  Assistant  Postmaster  General,,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  bring  m  a  bill.  Establishing  a 
auitable  annual  salary  for  the  -        -    885 

bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  committed    414 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  Aird  reading  ^        -        •        -        -    4^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    468 
returned  from  Ae  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  read>  A&d  committed    -    487 
reported,  and  disagreed  to  -        -     *  »    488 

Additional  Duties,  a  bill  for  imposmg,  di^,  read  * 

twice,  anfi  committed     .        .        •        «    906 
Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the  House  a  correal 
pondence  with  the  Secretary  ofthe  Trea- 
sury on  the  subject  of   *        ...    907 
Mr.  Lyon  submitted  a  resolution  relating  to^. 
which  was  referred         ....    989 

Adjournment,  a  message  ^m  the  Senate  diat 
they  have  appointed  a  joint  committee 
preparatory  to,  dtc,  which  was  concurred 
in,  and  a  committee  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House IllO 

Administration,  a  resolution  from  the.  Legislli- 
ture  of  Ohio,  approving  the  ctturse  of  thej 
.  waa  laid  before  the  House      -  -    974 

AUen,  Joseph,  a  new  member  from  Massachu- 

aetta,  waa  qualified,  A^         -  '     •       •396 


Page. 

Alston,  Willie,  remarks  of;  in  support  of  the 
motion  to  divide  the  resolution  relating  to 
manufoctures  and  navigation,  and  refer 
to  two  committees  .....  888 
on  theapportioninentbiU  •  -  397,411,487 
on  the  reaolation  relating  to  General  Wil- 
kinson - -    486 

on  the  bill  for  admitting  Qrleana  Territoiy 
into  the  Union       -        -        -        -    .    •    488 
American  Manm&etures,  a  report  from  the  Com- 
'  '    mittae  of  Commerce  and  Mknufeetures 
on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  .        -       .       V       .    9Ct 
Apportionment  of  Rqireaentatives,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fisk  a  committee  was  appointad  to 
.    bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the         -        -    886 
a  hill  on  the  subject  o(  read  tv^cCi  and  com- 
mitted -        -        -  '     -      ,-       -        -    391 
postponed  to  Februarv       -        •        -        •    430 
Armed  Neutrality,  Mt«  Numford  offered  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  an       -        -        -        •  1098 
Annny^d,  George  and  Company,  a  bill  for  relief 

0^  |ead  twice,  and  coounitted         -        -    488 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a4hiid  reading    r  -    468 
read  a  third  time*  and  passed      .        .       -    468 
Amstrong,  General  John,  correq>ondence  0^ 

with  Mr.  Pinkney  1163,  1328, 1329,  1840 

with  the  Secretary  of  State        1220, 1221,  1328, 

1227  to  1237 
with  Champagny,  Duke  of  Cadore      1221, 1224, 
1236^  a2d6, 1238,  1289 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  report  on 
the  mortality  of  the,  at  New  Orieaas, 
waa  referred  to  the-  Committee  of  tha 
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INDEX, 


XXIV 


Hcute  Proeeedu$g$  4md  DebmieB, 


Aimf — cotitinued.  Pafe*^ 

tl^e  Toto  of  reference  recontideredi  and  Ihe 

■object  referred  to  a^select  oommittee 

on  motioQ  of  Mr.  Helms  a  committee  wae 

appointed  to  request'  the  President  of  the 

United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 

die  House  a  return  of  the 

Audrain,  Peter,  a  biU  for  relief  ci,  read  twiGe» 

'  and  committed.      .        .        ^        .        . 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordartd 

to  a  third  reading  -        -  .      - 
re«d  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 


.  .458 


-    678 


509 

961 
963 


B. 


-    »5 


680 
788 


400 

493 

599 

832 


596 
835 


Bacon,  Mr^  remarks  of;  on  the  bUl  relating  to 

foreign  coinU 

on  the  bill  to  r(^art«  the  B^ak  of.th«. 

United,  atates        -       •        .... 

en  the  memorial  of  Commodnre  Tingoy .    - 

on  a  resolution  respecting  an  unseulea  balf- 

ance -        - 

Bafl  and  Affidavits,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oo\d  a 

commiitee  was  appointed  to  inqnin  into 

the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  more 

convenient  taking  of  recognisances  oi,  ^cc 

a  bill  to  that  eSkti  read  twice,  and  com^iit- 

ted -        - 

Ballimoi'e,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  petition  of 
the  merchants  of,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  te  contftiue  the  char- 
ter of  the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
recommitted  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Dil%- 

trict  of  Columbia 459 

rqiorted  from  the  same,  read  twice,  and 

oommitted 

reported  to  the  House        -        «•        • 
oi^red  to  a  third  reading  -        .        • 
fea4  a  third  time,  and  paMM      -    .    - 
Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Lewis  preeented  a  peti- 
tion of  the,  prajing  a  clvarter,  referred  .to 
the  Commitlae  on  the  District  of  Cohim< 
bia        .        .        .        .        - 
abillfrom  said  oommittee  to  iaooiporate  the 
rea/d  twice,  end  cttaunitted         .        «'       . 
re||erted  withoutamendment      •        -       -    828 

recommitted. '    *    834 

amendments  reported,  and.  agteed  to  *    ,   •    ,863 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  t^e  Whole    896 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
rmd  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        • 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Findlej  present- 
ed a  petition  of  the,  pkaying  a  renewal  of 
charter,  referred  to  a  select  coounittee     • 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  ^the  mer- 
chants, dtc,  of  Philaaelphia,  concerning 

tile -     486,008 

other  petitions  to  the  same  efiect  IVom  the 

Bank  of  New  York       .... 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  proposing 

certain  inquiries  relating  to  the 
the  resolution  agreed  to     -        -        -       *  - 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  incor- 
porate the 

read  twice,  and  committed         -  .      - 
debate  on  the  bill  in  Committee  -        -    680,  600 
fimt  section  struck  out  in  Committee  -        -    646 
debate  on,  renewed    .        -        -    '    -  .  651,  791 
a  petition  from  dtitens  of  New  York,  pray- 
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Bank  of  the  United  8utes— eonttaned.  Pa^e* 

report  of  ^  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to 

Mr.  Trove's  resolution     -        - 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direet^d 

to  lay  before  the  House  a  list  of  the  l>i-^ 

rectors  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  tha 

specie  in  their  vaults     -        -        -         - 

report  of  that  officer  in  tfff^     .        .        - 

'    another  repoi^  relating  to^  drcidation  cf 

its  notes,  dbc,  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means    ^  -        -        -        -     8» 

Mr/ MtKim  presented  a  petition  of  mev- 

ehants,  manufac^rers,  mechanics,  dtc,  of 

Battimore»  praying  a  renewal  of  the^  cher^ 

terofthe       .....     «47,7a 

Mr.  Gardenier  also  preeented  a  pe«itiDii  to 

same  effect  of  the  United  States  iBsnrtaoe 

Company  of  NeW^  York 

Mr.  Siniye  presented  a  letfriiitieB  of  &e 

Legislature  of  Pennsylvan^  ageing  the 

renewal  of  charter  - 

M^«  Bassett  presented  a  resolntioa  of  die 

Legislature  of  Viiginia  against  reefaaiter 

Mr.  Barry  presented  a  pe^tion  of  inhale- 

tants  of  KentuckT,.  praying  a  renewai    - 

Mr.  Love  submitted  a  resolutiOii  in  rebxioii 

to  the-,- 
a  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
te  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted,-       -        -        - 
Mr.  Pindlfey  presented  a  petitioa  of  the,  pray- 
ing such  extension  of  their  corporate  pow- 
era  as  may  enable  them  to  settle  their  ac- 
counts, referred  to  a  select  committee      - 
an  unfovorable  report  made       -        - 
Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  incoi^orate  die, 
read  twice,  and  committed     ... 
a  biU  from  the  Senate  to  incorporato  tlie    - 
read  twice,  an^  committed         ... 
reported  to  the  House        .... 
recommitted    .  - 
reported  witk   aroendme4ts,  whldl  wave 

agreed  to       - 

ordered  to  ft  third  reading  -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 

Baxbary  Powers,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  tim 

act  frirUier  to  protect  the  commerce  and 

seamen  of  the  Utoitbd  Stette  against  the, 

read  twice,  and  oommitted      • 

'  reported  without  amend'ment,  and  ordered 

to  a  Uiird  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Barlow,  Joel,  a  letter  from,  to  the  SpedLerof  the 

House,  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
Barry,  William  T.,  of  Kentucky,  the  Speaksr 
laid  before  the  House  a  certificate  ef  the 
election  o^  as  a  RepreaeaUtive,  iderced 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections 
appeared,  and  was  qualified,  dec 
remarks  of,  <m  the  bill  to  admit  Oiieani 
Territory  into  the  Union        I        .        • 
speech  of,  op  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  iho  United  States 
Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  - ,      -    .    - 

remarks  oi,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stetes       -        -        -        - 
I         remarks  of,  on  a  bill  returned  by  the  Pr6ai< 
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Beall,  Wm.  Dent,  Li)miten«Dt  Col<m^1»  a.  bill  for 

the  relief  of»  read  twice,  and  ommmUed  -    948 
reported  without  araendaieaty  and  ordered 

to  a  third  i^iDf  .....  1109 
read  a  thir^  time,  and  paeeed     •        -        -1110 
*B«aamarchai8,  ^.  E.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BaeseCt, 
the  petition,  papwa,  ^,  in  the  eae»  e£ 
were  referred  to  the  Comniittee  of  ClaittiB    460. 
Bibby  Mr^  temarlu  of,  o^  a  mdntion  t6  admit 

Miamaippi  Territ^  into  the  Union    476,  476 
#B  tha  bill  to.admit  Orleans  Territory  i«to 

the  Union     -        -       «        -     ^-     482,.504 
introdoctoi^  ^f  a  reaoliition  relating  to  the 

Teiritoriea     •        -        -        -        -        .486= 
•n  the  bill  aoMdementaif  to  the  eemflieteial. 

intercourse  bill      -        •        .  «     .        -    991 
on  t|te  reaolution  relating  to  an  armed  nam* 

trahtjr 1099 

on  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  auflraga  In 
Indiana  Territotrj  «...  mi 

jBigelow,  Abijahf  a  new,  member  from  If  aata- 

chusetts,  waaqiialiied,  dec.    -     .  -       -    '401 
^>eeeh  of^  on  the  siippleBBantaij  eon)ttbervJal 
intercourse  bill       -        -        -       •        -  1067; 
.Bionren,  Jo^n,  and  othess,  Mf.  If itcfiill  preaentad 
a  petition  of>  praying  the  patronage  of 
Congress  to  an  edition  <^  the  Laws,  ^c, 
.  jpeferred  to  a  select  committee         *        •    647 1 
report  of  sa^d  committee    •        -        *  '      .    748 
Blaiadell,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 383. 

qpeech  of,  on  the  supplementary  comnneraial 
intercourse,  bill      -        -        »•        *        -  1039 
3atoae  Island,  a  bill  to  erect  a  li^ht-house  on, 
and  for  other  purposes»-read  twice,  and  com^ 

mitt^   -. .934 

'  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •  •  976 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  9^9 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1062 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -'  .1096 
reported  with'  agpreement,  and  concurred  in  1 101 
3oyd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  .umortionofient 

biU        .        .        .        -        -  .     -     398,.40a 
t>n  Mr.*Macon's  resolution  tp  amend  the 

'  Oonstitution        , 466. 

3rahan,  John,  Begister  of  the  Land  Ol£ce  ,at    , 
Nashville^  letters  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
thoTijeasuiy         -       -^       -       -  J29l,189» 
British  Army,  Mr*  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a 
petition  of  the  ofEiceis,  dtc  of  the,  before 
the  Resolution,  in'  relation  to  plaims  to 
lands,  dec,  referred  to  the  Gomn^ttee  on 
Public  Landa         -        .     '  .        .        -    889 
an  adverse  report,  read,  and  concurred  in  •    463 
Brooke,  Edmund,  report  of  the  Committed  of 
Claiips  on  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Who'le        -        -        -    647 
£li>6ks,  J.,  the  Speaker  presented  to  the  House 
a  letter  firom^  relating  to  the  fidls  of  Ohio 

*  river      .        .        .        -        ...        -    SU9 
Brown,  Bdv^aVd  C,  an  adverse  rejK^rt  from  the 

Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of, 

on  the  ground  of  limitation,  was  recom* 

mitted  with  instructions,  dec.  -        -    610 

firowHsfowh,  a  report  and  a  bfll  authorizing  the 

'  laying  out  and  making  of  certain  roads 

*  designated  in  the  treaty  of,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in     '       •       •       -  '    *       -608 


Brownstown — continued.  .  Puga. 

a  biU  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor     •    646 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Comniittee 

on  Public  Lands 679 

report  read,  and  codamitted         ...    662 
indefin^v  postponed       -       -       -^-1118 
Bnimbach,  John,  and  othe]rs,  Mr.  John  Smith 
presented  the  petition  o(  praying  exeoip- 
tion  from  damages  ibr  using  Oliver  Evans's 
.patents,  dtc,  referred  to  the  latent  OMce 
Committee    ......    460 

report,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Vhole  ...        .        .        ..       .647 

Buffalo,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Mahufactures  «were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
removing  the  office  of  collector  from,  to 

Black  Rotsk 401 

BurwvU,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a 

certain  part  of  the  Message  -  -  -  887 
on  the  bill  relating  to  ibreign  coins  -  -  400 
speech  of,  on   Mr.  Macon's  resolution  to 

semend  the  Constitution  •  -  -  465 
remarks  of;  introductory  &f  a  resdlution  re* 

lading  to  dainiants  to  lands  in  Oeorgia  -  466 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni. 

tedfitfctes  -  .,  ...  490 
oh  a  questiion  of  order  .  .  *  .  626 
speeim  of,  on  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 

first  section  of  the  bank  bill    -        -        •>    6^ 
on  the  supplementary  bill  concerning  com* 
mereial  intercourse         ....    872 
Butleqr,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  inquiry 

into  the  conduct  oi  Qen.  ^fViikinson        -    487 


OaOkOon,  Joseph^  anwiftM  aft  the  £lomniitiee 
ofPoreign  Kdatibiis,  m  place  of  Mr.  Tay- 
h>r,  resigned  •  -  •  •  •  -611 
jQallKMin.  Jol^i,  reportonthe  petition  of,  from  the 
Gaerauttee  of  Clafans,  rerversed,  and  tfato 
petition  recommitted  with  instructions  -  986 
CamphaU^  laaea,  of  Mtirylantf,  appeared,  and 

took  his  sea( 480 

Campbell,  Thonma,.  a-fri(f  orablo  report  otf  the  pa* 
tition  o4  raferred.to  the  Committaa  of  the 
Whole  -        .        .       .        .        .        .    609 

Qanton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Coomit- 

tee  on  the  PubKc  LaUda  were  inatmatad 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  renwr- 

•'     ing  the  land  office  froin  •        •        -        i*    468 

bill  to  that  effiMst  read  twice,  and  eommittod   .468 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

.bill  recommitted  to  the  Committal  oa  the 

Public  Lands 462 

r^rted  with  amendmenta  and  referred  to. 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        -    466 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 479 

readaUiird  time^andpateed     -       -i       -^    481 
returned  frop  the  Senate  with  amendments     960 
partially  concurred  in        -        -        -        -    968 
Capitol,  a  committee  was  q>pointed  to  request  of 
the  President  that  he  would  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  of  Representativea 
an  account  of  the  expenditures  for  com* 
pleting  the,  dec     -        -        -      '  -        •    478 
Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  cause  an  estimate  to 
be frimished, &c  •       -f     /\/^Al/>*    *^^ 


ximi 


INDEX. 


BMise  Ptoceeding9  and  Debates. 


Capitol— continued.  'P«gc^ 

amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        •    518 
a  letter  from  the  Stureyor  of  the  Puhlic 
Bnildingi  on  the  subject  of  the  fire  on  the 

roof  of  the 866 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  to  com* 
plete  the,  read  twice,  and  committed    ■    -    908 
Cayuga  ManufiMturing  Company,  ^r.  Mitchill 
preeented  the  petition  of  the^  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu« 
fteturee         -        -        .        .        ^        ,    397 
Census,  Mr.  Tuk  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  printing  of  the  returns  of  the  third    835 
a  report  from  t&e  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to  the 1097 

a  .bill  for  completing  thd  returns  of  the 
Third,  read  three  tim^s,  and^ssed         -  1101 
Certificates,  credits,  ^bc,  a  bill  fram^e  Senate  to 

authorize  pavment  of  certain  -    '   -        -  1030 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1098 
indefinitely  postponed        •-       -        -        -1113' 
Chamberlain,  John  C,  of  New  Hampshire,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat       .        .       I    383 
Chamberlin,  Willi^,  of  Vermont,  anpeared, 

and  took  his  seat    .....    38a 
Chaplains,  on  motion  resoWed  that  two,  of  difier- 

ent  denominations,  be  appmfited     -    .    «    386 
a  message  from  the  Senate  m  concnirende  -.   389 
Ckesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  a 
biU  from  the  Senate  authorising  (he  sale 
and  grant  of  a  quantity  of  land  to  the    -    617 
read  twice,  and  committed    ...        -  540 
report,  afid  leave  to  «it  again  refused  •        -    966 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    960 
Cherea,  Langdon,  a  new  member  firom  South 

Carolina,  iifas  qualifiejf  dbo.  •.  -  -  786 
remarks  of,  on  the  ^ezandria  Bank  bill  •  839 
iq»eech  of,  on  the  suf^lementaiy  faiUeoncem- 

ing  oommercial  ii|teroourse     •        -        «    864 
Eenarks  of,  on  th«  biU  fer  relief  of  J.  Macna- 
mara     -       -       •       -       -       -       -    991 
Chittenden,  Marttb,  6f  Vennont,  i^j^paaM,  and 

took  his  seat  -        .        .        •        -  ^     -    383 
Circular  tdCoUeciors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sturge« 
«  resolutioB  was  passed  in  relation  to  the 
PrtBsident'a  proclamation,  and  the,  from 
die  Secretaij  of  the  Treasuiy        *    ■    •    487 
a  Meesage,  tnmimitting  copies  of  said  pa- 

.    pars-     -        •, 546 

the  copies  at  large     -        •        -        -    -    .  1347 
ClaiboRie,  GoTomor,  a  letter  from  4o  the  Secre* 

taryof  Sute 1256 

Claims,  appointment  of  fh€  standing  conunittee 

of -        .    384 

Clerics,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instiiicted 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  fix  the  number  and 
compensation  of    ...;..    397 
a  bill  for  that  and  o^er  purposes,  read  twice,  > 
and  committed       .*.;..    747 
Clifibrd,  Thomas  and  John,  and  Charles  Wirg- 
man,  a  bill  for  relief  b(  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        .        .  „     •    986 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat         -        -        -        -        -        -    458 

Collection  Districts,  a  bill  to  alter  certain,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    966 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -       -1103 


Collectioit  of  Dutiei,  on  motiim  of  Mr.  Newton, 
^e  Committee  of  C<taimerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  hi^uie  wbetlMr 
alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  to  es- 
tablish, the  compensation  of  officers  eD»- 
jdoyed  in  the  *        -     .  -        -        -     514 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appooitmenl  of 

the  standing  committee  of       -        -        -     384 
Commercial  Intercourse,  bn  motion  of  Mr.  Ba- 
ton, so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to 
defecU  in  the  act  oc^ncerning,  was  leinieJ 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RelatiottB  -     989 
a  stiMplemehtal  biU  to  said  act,  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -        -        -         -     647 

an  amendraei|t  to  the  same  i^iorted  -        -    836 
debate  on  the  amendmeot  .        -        -        .     8<t 
the  supplementary  bill,  as  amended,  read 

ti^oe,  and  committed     -        -    .    -        -     897 
d^ate  on  the  amnt    •  -      .        •    .    .        •    916 
the  Committee  rose,  and  were  refueed  leare 

to  sit  again    -        -        -.       -        -        -     967 
debate  in  the  House  on  the  bill  -        -        -    989 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -    991 
debated  in  Committee        ...  99S^  I9I0 
reported,  read  a  &ird  time,  and  passsd       -  1994 
Commissioners  Weat  of  Peari  river,  on  medon 
of  Mr.  POB\dex^,  ihe  Secretary  of  die 
-  Treasury  Was  directed  to  lay  belbre  the 
House  such  information  as  he  may  pos- 
sess, and  his  Opinion,  relative  to  the  daan  of 
the,  to  additional  compensation       -        -    46S 
Cpmnhuucation  by  Water,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
.  concerning  the,  along  the  northern  oon- 
.    fines  of  the  United  States      ...    796 
read  twice,  and  oomndttM         •        •      ,  •    749 
'    postponed  indefinitely        *        .        .        .  1116 
Co&stitution,  Mr.  Southard  {>rerented  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jer- 
sey, disapproving  certain  amendments  of 
the,>propo8ed  .respectively  by  the  Stales  of 
Massachusetts,  'I'enneylvania,  and  Yirgi- 
,  nia        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    363 

Mr.  Macon  .submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the,  referred  to  Committee  of  Ae  Whole  -    386 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  .  resolution  referred  to  a  sdect 

committee 459 . 

reported  and  debated  -     •   -        -        -        -    841 
Mr.  Wright  subpnitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the        r        - BX 

the  House  refiised  to  consider  it  .        •    397 

the  debate  on  Mr.  Macon's  resolution  re- 
sumed -        -    .    -"       .        .        .        -   897 
the  amendment  rejected     -        -     .  -       *   006 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  leiter 
fit>m  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  communicat- 
ing inibrmation  of  the  ratification  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  amendment  to  t)ie, 
paned  at  last  session      ....    9S7 
the  same,  fit>m  the  Governor  <^  Kentucky  •    999 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  the  Conunittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  alterations 
are  necessary  in  the  act  concerning        -    933 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  rea4  twice,  committed  -    934  ' 
read  a  third'time,  and  ppssed    -        -       ^    958 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    999 
amendments  concurred  in  '    ^        •       -    994 
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Con  tested  BleetioBfl,  on  metien  ef  Mr.  Sootherd' 
i  committee  was  appointed  to  ingiiira  in- 
to the  expediency  of  a  law  to  preecribe 
the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  eases  of  -    458 
•  bill  to  that  eflfeet  rend  twice,  and  eommtt- 
ted        .        .        .        .        -        .        -478 
Contingent  Fdnd,  the  President  of  the  United' 

States  transmitted  an  account  of  tiid      -    645 
Cook,  Orchard,  of  'Massachusetts,  irppeared  and 

took  his  seat 855 

Coze,  C.  D.,  a  letter  ^rom  to  Jc^n  Gavino,  Con- 
sul at  Tunis  -        -        .        -     .  .        -  1268 
Cmig,  John,  »  report  on  the  petition  of,  referred 

.  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      ^        -    787 
repoHed,  and  agreed  to      -        -        -      '  -    935 
Crawford,  Mr.,  ^>eech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter 

the  Bank  of  tl^e  United  States        -.       -  .749 
Cumberland  ]V>ad,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the     998 

read  twice,  and  committed         *        -.       -    994 
rqxnrted  without  amendment,  ai\d  ordered . 

Vo  a  third  reading.  -        -        -^  ^ ^        -  1107 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     »       •       «  1108 
Cntts,  Rkfaard,  of  Massachusetts,  appesired  and 

took  his  seat  -        •        -        •        *    383 


Dairdini  Amey,  a  fotdrable  report  on  the  petition 

'  of,  commilt^        -       -       '*       -       -    467 
Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter 

'  ^e  Bank  of4he  United  States        •      '-,492 
on  the  Mpptemental  commercial  interoouaw 

biH        -        -    '   .        -        .        -        -  1084 
on  the1>i)l  from  tlM  Senate  avUierizing  foV- 
iinteers  •        -      «•     -  -'       •        -  1108 

Debentures,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  o^in 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committed     401 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading       *   -        -        •       -    975 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  '  *    -    -     *  -  1101 
Declaration,  by  the  people  of  West  Florida        -  1964 
Delaware  and'Cheeapeake  Canal,  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery presented  the  petition  of  sundiy  in- 
habitants of  Cecil  county,  (Md.,)  }>raying 
aid  to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole     -        -'       -        -        -        -    829 
progress  reported  '  -        -        -        -        -    963 
Deposites^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Potter,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire,  dtc.,  concerning 
the,  of  public  moneys  in  State  banks      -    909 
Desh%  Mn,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter 

the  Bank  of  th^  United  States        *        •    651 
Destitute  American  Seaman,  on  motion  fji  Mr« 
Bacon,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
'was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  itt- 
Ibrmation  as  to  the  fond  for  relief  of,  d^    459 
report  fro^  that  officer  in  obedience  *        -    517 
Dickinson,' William,  Register  of  the  land  office 
at  NashTiUe,  letters  from  te  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury  ....  1989,  1292 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  itand* 

ing  committee  fmr  tbe     -       -        •      ^   884 
Mr.  van  Horn  submitted  a  resolution  that 
the  committee  for  the^  be  insthicted  to 
^  inquire  into  ^e  etpedieney  of  establiBh^ 
ing  a  goremment  -        -        -        •        -    626 
the  resolution  withdrawn  •       •  >     -        -    627 
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a  biU  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  judppes 
-of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed  . 855 

debated    .        -        «        .        .        -        -  1106 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -        -  1109' 
Documents,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  authorizing  members  to  frank  certain    884 

a  bill  to  that  eflect  read  twice,  and.  ordered 
to  a  ^rd  reading 886 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  889> 
Drawback,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufitcturee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe> 
diency  of  limiting  the  benefit  of,  to  ves> 
sels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  iJnited 
State?   -        -        -        .        -        -        -    47t 

Mr.  Garland  submitted  a  rteolution  that' if 
is  ezpedient^to  repeal  the  several  acts  al* 
lowing,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  -        -    ^ 973 

Dutier  and  Drawbacks,  a  report  frvtm  the  Secre* 
^  tary  of  the  Treasury  diowlng  the  amount 

of,  for  certain  tears  •  •  •  •  414 
Duties  imposed  by  France,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Swoope,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
request  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  such  information  as  he  may  pos- 
sess relative  to,  dto.        -        -        -        -    450 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply,  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -  '     .        .        -    478 

another  Message,  with  supplementary  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of    •        .        /  479^ 

E.  .- 

Biections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  384 
Bmbargo  and  Non-Intercourse  Laws,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Haven,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr^- 
sury  was  directed  to  lay  before,  the  House 
sucJi  information  as  he  may  posq^ss  rela- 
tive to  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  same  ...  596 
Emott,  Mr^  speech  of.  On  the '  stipjdemental  bill 

/Doncerning  ^commercial  intercourse  •    910 

Engnteers,  and'  Military  Academy,  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to,  re- 
ferred to  a  s^ect  committee    ...    887 
1^  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incr^se  the  oorpe 
' '  of,  rood  twice,  and  referred  to  same         -    961 
repmrted  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole       *  -        -    967 
.    postponed  indefinitely        -   *     -.       -        •  1110 
Eppes,  John  W.,  of  Viiginia,  appeared  iuid  toqk 

his  seat 883 

speech  of,  on  tl|e  bill  to  reeharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  Stotes  .  -        -        -        -791 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  un- 
settled balances     .....    888 
i^ech  of,  on  the  amendatory  bill  concern- 
ing commercial  interoourq^    -        *        -    865 
on  the  supplemental  bUl    -     98%  990,  994, 1007 
Estimates,  a  report  froi^  the  Secretary  of  the 
^       Treasury  with,  of  q>propriations  neeee- 
aaiy  for  tbe  service  of  the  year  1811,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meanp  .......    479 
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Extra  CompeDfiatioii*  on  motion- of  Mr.  Ring- 
gold, theCAttk  wai  ordered  to  pay,  to  cer- 
tain offioM  and  aenranta  of  tfae  Honae    -  lUO 
Extra  Seaaion,  Mr.  Montgomery  aubmitted  a  re- 
solution relative  to  an    -        -        -  >      -  1110 
the  reeolution  rejected        -        -        -        -  1111 

F. 
Farmera'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Levria  prepent- 
ed  a  petition  of  the,  praying  a  charteri  re- 
/       ierred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Diatrict 

of  Columbia    -      -        -  .     -        -        -    385 
A  bill  to  incorporate  the>  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted   .......    508 

:a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  incorporate  the    -    §45 
read  twice  and  committed  ....    579 

reported  to  the  House        ....    638 

^committed      -        -        -        -     ;  -        •    834 

reported  with  amendmenta        •        -        -    863 
•ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     .   -        -    '    i    935 
read-  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended    -    958 
Findley,  Mr., remarka  of, on  the^pportionment bill    433 
apeech  o(,  on  t|ie.  bill  to  reduucter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutea       -        -        -        -    700 

Finea  apd  ForfeiAurea,  a  bill  to  remit  certain,  read 

twipe  and  committed      -        -        -        -    651 

mported  without  amendment,  retfd  a  third 
time,  and  paaaed    -    *  -        -        -        -  1109 

,       a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  T^reaauqr, 

with  a  statement,  of       -        •        -        -  llOQ 
#iak,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  apportionment  hilt    397 

40^,40d. 
apeech  of,  on  the  propoeed  inquiry  into  the 

conduct  of  General  Wilkinaon        -        -    444 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea       -        ...        .    600,  675 

on  the  aupplementary  ihteroourae  bOl        -    879 
Tolch,  Governor,  letter  fromi  to  the  Secretary  of 

State       -       -        -        :        -        -        -  W59 
letter  from,  to  CoL  McKee  -        -        -  1260 

Foreign  Coina,  a  bill  from  the  Senator  to  regulate, 

dtcy  read  twice  and  committed ,      -    .     -    391 
reported  and  referred  to  4  select  committee    408 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  regulatiAg,  referred 
to  the  same  committee    -       -        •      '  -    463* 
a  report  of  the  committee  thereon      •        •    468 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  reported  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading    ...        .        .    479 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        -       .-481 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  Commit* 

tee  of    -        -        -        -        -        -        -    388 

Fortificatipnf)  ao  much  of  the  Preaident^a  Mea-' 
aage  aa  relates  to,  waa  referred  to  a  sefoct 
committee      -        -      '  -        -        -        •    387 
appointmentof  the  said  oommKtee      -        •    888 
repori  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on      •.      -    635 
a  bill  making  farther  approprictiona  to  oon- 
^  plete  the,  read  twice  and  oomaiitted        -1100 
read  a  third  iine,  and  paiwed'     -        -     •  •  1103 
I^Mdiek,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  db- 

diarge;fromifflpTiMmiiient      -    .    •        -    787 
read  twice  and*  committed        -        -     '  -    836 
the  Committee,  of  the  Whole  diacfaitrged,  and 
bill  referred  to  thte  eommittee  on- the  peti- 
tion of  Mflla  865 

reported  without  amendm^t,  and  ovderad  to 

third  reading 984 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -       -        -    958, 
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Franea,  peH*«  *^  nUnimi  to  aegotietiBiis  ujik, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foieiga  B»- 
ktiona,  and  three  thouaand  oopieionM 

to  ,be  printed fi| 

copiea  of  aaid  papers  and  ooireapon<l«ice,ia 
relation  to  a^ira  with    -       •      •  UM;  M 

FrankUn,  Meahack,  of  North  Carolina,  tppMnd 

and  took  hia  aeat    -       .-  •     •  391 

Fugitivea,  &c^  Mr.  Peareon  presented  a  lull  on- 

coming,  read  twice  and  committed  -     •  W 
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97S 


Gaete,  the  Duke  of,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Bireetor 

General  of  Cuatoms  at  Paris  -      -      •  WH 
Gamble,  William,  report  of  the  Oonmiittef  of 
Claims  on  the  pctitioh  of,  reTerKd,afld  t 
bill  ordered  for  reKef  of    •     •      •     •  IB 
Gannett,  Bactillai,  of  Massachusetts,  ippetrednd 

took  his  seat       ...       -      -     -  411 
Gardenicr,  Barent,  of  New  York,  tppetted  lad 

took  his  seat      , M7 

apeech  of,  on  Che  anpplenieBtanr  iatenpone 
bill        -        .        :   .    .       .      .'W4,  m 
Gardner,  Gideon,  of  New  York,  appeared,^  •  ^ 
Garland,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  onihe  bill  to  ii4*«*» 

the  Bank  of  the  United  States     •     •  ^ 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  aiie    -79^ 
Gauging,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  end  Mii- 
itffiMlufes  were  inilnieled' to  iaqiiniii* 
'  the  expediency  of  establiahing,  bj  liw»  t 
vntfbnn  mode  •f   •  .      .     •  90 

jQmenl  Peat  Ofike  and  Patent  Offiee,  the  Pw 
ident^  the  United  Btatea  traa^tM« 
report  of  the  Suj^rinteAdaat  of  the  Oi^i 
with  a  otetomentofeiipeiiditaisifcrl^ 
better  ac^ommadatioB  oif  the  •  .  -     '  ^ 
Gwrg0iomtk  Totomao  Bridge  Compaoy,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  granting  certiin  potoi 
to  ttief  read  twice^  and  committed 
the  committee  diacharged  - 
read  a  third  tilde,  and  passed    - 
Georgia,  a  ^wpiescalationof  the  Legiilttore 0^ 
in  relation  to  their  diaputed  boundsijin* 
.fened  to  a  aelect  committee    -      .     •  4w 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  CommittM  of 
Commerce  and   Manufactures  were  m- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediflB^w 
granting  the  consent  of  Congresi  t9  w 
act  of  the  Sute  of       -       -      •     '»,*! 
a  bill  to  dxat  effect  rea*  twke,  <i«»«**ij  " 
reported  without  amendment,  read*  thw 
time,  and  passed    -        •       *      '    / 
Gholson,  Mr.,  apeech  of,i)n  the  inqdiy  into"* 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson-    -     ' 
remarka  of»  on  the  bai. to  admit iMiaoiTr 
i4toiry  into  the  Unieo     -       •      *    .* 
oh  the  Mil  te  recharter  the  Bank  of  Ikittt^  ^ 

eed  States      -        -       -       -    '•*'*' 
apeech  of,  o^'tbe  biU  la.  admit  Orletf«'f«^^ 

Titory    •'».'•        i       -      "! 
Gold,  Themae  R.,  of  New  Vmk,  apps^*^.  ^ 

took  his  seat  -        -        -       '    ijj      !  418 
remaika  of;  on  the  i^portioaaent  boi     |  ^ 
remarka  of,  on  a  question  of  oid#r    - 
fpeech  oA.on  the  faiU  to  adukitOrietw  Tei-  ^^ 

ritoty  iMo  the  Union     -      •      " .,  ^ 
otttheWUtorechalt^ctheBaBkefUieUtt-   ^ 

ted  Statea      -        -        -       •      •      '  jou 
^      on  the-aapplemental  ioleiMW  ^  ' 
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Oold>bowgfa,  Mc,»i«aisrks  q(^  op  tKe  apportiQA- 

mcntbUr 412 

remark*  of,  on  the  United  States'  B^k  bill    493 
on  the  resolution  respecting  an  aroed  neu- 
trality  -        -        -        -        -,       -        -  109^ 
CtoremmeBt,  a  bill  for  support  of,  read  twioei«tid 

CDtonitted  .  •  -  -  -^  -  -  695 
reported  with  amendments,  toul  oideted  to 

« third  readiBg       -        •        -     '  -        ^    d28 

Mad  a  third  time,  and/paased  asiammded  -    832 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  anwmdmenta    966 

ooneurred  in     -       •        «        •        -  '     -    972 

Grant,  Lewis,  Mr.  Key'preeented  a  petition  of, 

praying  antboritj  to  ts^e  the  aomame  •f 

DaTidson,  referred .  to  a  select  committee    386 

a  JaTovable  report  made*  and  a  bill  in  pur* 

suanee  of  the  prayer  ordered  •        - 
tL,  bill  to  the  effect  mentioned,  read  twice,  and 

joommitted  ^  -        -        -        -        -     ,  -    545 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -     .  -        •    579 

read  a  third  time,  an4  passed     ...    830 

Gray,  Edwin,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  ipok  his 

seat       -        •        *  .      - 
Qteat  BrilaiB,  a  Message ^from  the  President  of 
the  United  Btatos  eeramunieatfaig  -the  eor^ 
.  respondence  of  onr  Minister  at  London, 
with  the  CMeniaMvit  of,  relorred  lo  the 
OooNuttee  of  Poreigii  Afiairs  .      -        •« 
eopies  of  the  aaifl  eonropoiidoAoe,  dec*  - 
Goillet,  UiMn.    (8ae  La  STitinM^) 

H. 

Hale,  WflKtm,  of .  New  Hampilnre,  appeared, 

and  took  i4s  seat  -        -        -        «        -    461 

Htdl«f  RepresentatiYea,  a  MR  to  provide  forwt«tti- 
tng  and  ventilatiiig  the,  wad  twice,  and 
committed     •  <     •        •        -        ^       -  -840 

Hartfisrd,  Mr.  PitiuA  ptoMnted  a  petition  of  the 
muehaattf  of,  on  the  svlject  of  the  non- 
intercoiime  act,  liBle^red^  to  the  Como^t- 
tee  of  Foietgn  IMations        -        -     -  -    514 

HaTOB,  Nathaariel  A.,  of  New  Hstfnpshire,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat        •        •        -    480 
ivmarks  o^  on  the  sappleinMital  eomwmt^ 
ciaUintercourse  bill         ....  1007 

Helms,  Wittiara,  <>f  New  Jersey,  appetoed,  and 

took  his  seat -    385^ 

Hemp,  6n  motion. of  Mr.  Sheffey,  the  Commit- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  encouraging  the  culture  of  -  460 
the  committee  r^rteda  letter. from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  on  the  8ubjectof,'Wfaieh 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole -    985 

Holmes,  GoYcrnor,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Sectetaiy  of  SUte  -        -        .  1252,  1258 

•Kqum  of  Kcpresentatives,  meinbeis  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  '  ....  381 
adjoumroentof  thesOsdonof  the  •  -  1114 
proceedings  of  the,  in  secret  session    -        -  1117 

Mvbhard,  Jonathan  H.,  of  Vermont,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  •    .    -        -        -        •383 
rimarks  of,  on  Mr.  Macan's  amendment  to' 
'      the  Constitution 841 

Huntiivtony  £beneier,a  new  member  from  Con- 

Bocticnt,  was  qualified,  dec    «        -        •    382 


L  Page. 
Importation,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  a-potitibn  of 
metvhants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
Congress  may  authorize  the,  of  goads,  dsc, 
fram  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Cktod 
Hope,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations        431 

Mr.  Cheves  laid  before  the  House  two  let- 
ters suggesting  amendments  to  the  act  to 
prohibit  the,  of  slaves,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  -  1010 
Index  to  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baconf  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  mto 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  making, 
ppnting,  dec,  a  general         ...    462 

a  bill  to  the  eflfect  mentioned  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -        -        -        •    474 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    963 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    065 
Indiana,  on  motion  oFMr.  Jennings,  a  commfftee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  in(^  the  expedi* 
ency  of  ex  tending  a  certain  road  from  Yin- 
cennes  through,  dec.      -      -  -        .^        -    450 

a' bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -•      -        -        -        -        -*       -    479 

Mr.  J.  abo  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  frigUives  from  the  Territory  of   -       -498 

atiother,  declaring^  the  in^igihiUty  to  the 
House  of*  Representatives  or  Legiilative 
Council  of  any  person  h«4diag  office  un- 
der the  Governor  thereof        -        -        •    463 

the  first  resolution  was  "referted  to  a  select 
-  eommitt9^     -'       -       - '     «       -       <•'  410 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  potion  of  the  Lagis* 
latiire  Council  of,  praying  permiMion  t» 
locate  a  certain  quantity  of  land  for  etftab- 
isbiag  a  permanent  seat  of  Governaemt 
for  the  Territoiy,  refened  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  ,    -        -        -        -    508 

a>repoit,and  the  committee  ordered  to  bring 
in  a  bill  pUfioant  thereto        •        «        •    748 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council,  dtc, 
.of,  praying  amendments  of  the  sawal 
land  lawa,  referred  to  a  connniUee  -        -    672 

a  report  thereon        -        -        •        -      '  •    748 

a  petition  of  the  same,  praying  a  road,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  comnuttee   ^        •    .    -    830 

report  thereon,  referred      ....    833 
Intalid  Pensions,  a  bill  eonceming,  read  twice, 

and  committed       •        -        -        -        •  1100 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        •  1108 

returned  with  amendments        -  .      •        •  1 109 
Inventors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
.  Houso  a  list  of  the  names  »f,  to  whom 
patents  have  been  granted      -        -      ,  -    385 

on  motion  of  Mf.  Sevbert,  the  Clerk  was 
ordered  t6  have  the  list  of,  reprinted        •    830 
(See  Patentt.) 

J. 

Jaekson,  Richard,  jr.,  cff  Rhode  Island^  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -    .    -        •        -        •    383 

Jail,  a  hill  making  appropriations  for  building  a, 
in  Alexandria,  D.  C^  dec,  twice  read,  and 
committed      -•.-.-    596 

Jenkins,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 883 

Jennings,  Jdnathan,  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, appear^,  dec 383 
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Johxifon,  Mr.»  ipeadl  of,  on  tbe  fittfti  pUMge  of 
the  biU  to  admit  Orleans  Territory  into  the 

Union 620 

remarks  of,  on  referring  the  memorial  of 

Commodore  Tingey       -      '  -        -        .    597 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
efthe  United  States       ....    717 

Jones,  Walter,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat         - 458 

Jadicial,By8tem,,a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend 

the        -        - 960 

read,  and  indefinitely  postponed       '.-        -    962. 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitted a  report  of  the  Commissioners  jn  the 
,        district  of^  &c^  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Pu^ic  Lands    -        -        -        - '      -    481 
a  report  in  part,  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole         -        -        -        -        -    967 
a  bill. to  confirm  certain  decisions  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  district  of;  rtfad 
twice,  and  referred'  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole     -        -        -        -        -        .  1009 
Kennedy  WilUam,  of  North  Carolinii,  appealed; 

and /took  his  seat   -      ,-        -        •>      r    390 
Key,  Mr,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  thcr 

Bank  of  the.  United  Sutes     -        -        -    650 
Kfaig,  Rains,  copy  of  a  letter  from»  in  1799>.to 

the  SwareUryof  State    •        -        -    >   •1197 
KnidEerbaoker,  Herman,  of  New  Yozk^  ji^p^ared, 

end  took  his  seat  -        ....        .    889 
reobariQi  of,  on  theeupplemental  intercourse 
biU        -        -        -        -        .     ,  -        •  1084 
Knight,  Simeon,  Liettteaant,  Mr.  Sheffisy  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  praying  alloWance 
for  payments  made  te  General  Wilkin- 
son, referred  to  ihe  Comniittee  of  Claims    402 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted -        -        -        -      '  -        -        -    965 
repdrted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        ....        .    9V8 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third-  reading  as 

amended       -        -        -*      -        •        •    981 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    993 

Lacoste,  Stephen,  Mr.  Cfaeves  presented  A  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures        -        •  1009 

Lambert,  William,  ou  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  the 
memorial  of,  was  referred  to  a  se^ect  com- 
mittee  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  ,  748 

a  resolution    reported  recommending  the 

Sirinting  of  his  '.*  ParHamentaiy  Prec^ 
ents,"  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    958 

agreed  to  in  Committee,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House        -      ".        .        .        .    978 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State       -        -    994 
Landais,  Peter,  the  Speaker  presented  to  the 

House  a  memorial  of     -        •*       -        -    462 
La  Trappe,  Mr.  Johqson  presented  a  petitioti  of 
the  Society  o^  praying  penhission  to  Id- 
eate certain  lands,  refeired  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  -        -        -        -    514 

Lee,  Reverend  Mr.,  appointment  of,  as  Chaplain    390 


966 


901 


i  disagrremem    9Si 


5n 


Leitztindorfer,  J.  Eugene,  a  biH  fimn  the  Sengte 

making  compensation  to 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Claims      •        -       - 
reported  with  an  amendment^  and  refetred 

to  a  Comadttee  of  the  Whole 
amendment  concurred  in,  abd  ordeied  to  a 

tlurd'  reading         •        .        -        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
returned  fir6ffl  the  Seaatf)  with  <' 
the  Honse  receded    - 
Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolutimi  1 

.  ibr  estimates  for'Completion  of  the  Capiici 
6n  a  resolution  respecting  the  District  9i  Co- 

J^mbia  -•-.... 

Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  provide  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  books  in  the       *        -        - 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  have 
appointed  a  joint  committee  on  the        -    609 

concurred  in      - '      -        -        -        •        «    514 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  eaid.  joint  oon- 
mittee  were  instjructed  to  i^ovide  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  books  bkonging  to  the 

on  motion  of  tbeeame,  a  oommittje  wae  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expodisacy  of 
making  fiurlher  proHrieii  for  the 

a  bill  making  farther  provision  for  sapp«t 
of  the,  read  twice  and  committed 
Limitations,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  reeohttioBt 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Claioie  to 
inquiie  into  the  expediency  of  rvpealiag 
or<  s«s|»endiQg  the  operaSioB  of  the  aave- 
ral  acts  of     -.      -        -      .•        .        •    479 

the  jesolntion  agreed  to     -  -      • .    05 

report  of  the  committee  th^preon 
Linen  Cloths,  Mr.  Qeybert  presented  ai 

of  sundry  manafectareif  of  PfaUa^pUa, 
praying  an  increase  of  duties  on  the  im- 
portation of,  leferred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Mantifoctuies 
Liveiaiore^  BdwaTd  St  Loe,'  af^arsd,  and  took 
his  seat         -        - .      -        -        -  ^     . 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  an  extra 


127 


-    507 


9» 


967 
ttt 


933 


— ^        ..,.-.  nil 

Loan,  a  biU  aathmnziag  a,  read  twice,  and  oooi- 

mitted 906 

reported  without  amendmei^t,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        -1101 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1101 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  coucurred  in        -        -  1103 
Louisiana  Territory,  a  bill  further  to  provide  for 
the  governmept  of,  read  twice,  and  cobh 
mitted  -        ...  .       .488 

Love,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat       -  ...        .886 

remarks  of,  on  reforringthe  memorial  of 

Commodore  Tingev       -        -         -      597,588 
introductory  of  a  resolution  concerning  pub- 
lie  deposites  848 

on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States         .....     ei4 
on  the  resohitiDn  for  an  extra  sessieti         -  1118 
Lyon,  Matthew,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took 

hisseat 986 

remarka  of,  on  the*  pupplementaiy  iQt«r> 
course  biH     -        ...        .   980, 1096 
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Macnateark,  John,  Mr.  Cheves  presented  a  peti- '' 
tioQ  of,  referred  to  the  Committee  ofCom- 
meree  and  Manufactures         ...    906 
a  bill  for  relief  ot,  read  twice,  and  cotnmitted    976 
reported,  and  recommitted  ...    992 

reported  with  amendhients,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading    .        .        .        ^        -    1009 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1009 
returned  from  the  SenaUJ  with  an  amend, 
ment,  which  was  concurred  in        -        •  llOd 
Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  appoi^onment 

bill         .-...'.    -898,421 
speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  c6nduc£ 
of  General  Wilkinson    -        -        -        -    446 

on  bis  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  404, 

841 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Ter^ 
.  ritory    .        -        .....        -     480,604 

speech  o^  on  his  resolution  to  ask  for  esti- 
mates for  completing  the  Cat>itol    -        •    An 
remarks  of,  on  the  resciution  respecting  un- 
settled balances    ...        .        -        -»    833 

on  a  bill  returned  by  the  President  with  ob- 
jections        -        -        -        .        *        -    985 
on   the   supplementary  commercial   intef- 
couise  bill  ,   .        .        .        ...  1093 

Mad  R{ver,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitanto  of  Ohio, 
mying  a  road  Irdm  a  point  at  or  near  the 
heflMl  of,  referl'ed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -        -        .        -        .        .  1009 

Manu&ctures,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to,  and  navigation,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Cosunerce 
and  Manufactures  ....    387 

a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  enconrage- 
m'ent  to         -        -        . '  *     -        .        -  1276 
Manv&cturing  Establishments,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  the   Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  were  instructe^^  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compen- 
sating the  persons  employed  in  taking  an 
account  of  the        -        -        ^      '  -        -  i  100 
a  bill  to  allow  a  reasonable  compensation, 

6u^  read  twice      -   .    -        -        .        .  1102 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1103 
a  ^tition  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  pray- 
mg  encoura|^ement  to  the       -        -        -1110 
Marietta,  Mr.  McKlnley  submitted  a  resolutioi^ 
respecting  the  road  leading  fh>m  Wash- 
ington to,  which  was  negatived       -        -    466 
Massa,*tiie  Duke  of;  translation  of  a  letter  from, 

to  the  Counsellor  of  Statf      -        -        -  1249 
Matthews,  Vmcent,  of  New  York,  aj^eared,  and  . 

tookhisseat'         •       ..        .      '.        -    ^83 
Maasage,  the  President's  annual,  with  docu- 
ments, dbc,  read,  and  three  thousand  co* 
pies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  -^     ,  -    383 
reference  of  the  sereral  parts  of^  to  comuM^ 
tees       -        ....        .        .        .387 

a  cenftdeniial,  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      -        .        -        -        -        -    486 

Meyer,  Cbristophei^t  letters  from,  to  the  Secretary    . 

of  State  ...         1246,  1247^  1S49 

Middlesex  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Quincy  picesented 
a  petition  of  the,  praying  a  sublnaiption  to 
their  stock ;  referred  to  a  select  committee    661 
a  bin  authoriaing  this  sale  and  grant  of  land 
to  the,  read  twice  and  committed    •        -,  840 


Middlesex  Canal  ConM>afiy — continued.  Page. 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Cfaeaa- 

peake  and  Delaware  Canal  -  /  -  -  900 
Military  Establishment,' a  bill  for  support  of  the, 

read  twice,  a&d  committed  ->  -  .  -  696 
reported  with  amendments*  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 828 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  832 
Militia,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 

relates  tP  the,  referred  to  select  committee  386 
abiH  to  provide  for  arming  the  -  t^  -  963 
read  tvf  Iceland  committed  -  •  -  •  964 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cochran,  a  committee  was 

appointed  tft  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  authorinng  a  detachment  from  the  •  970 
report  'ordered  to  lie  on  the  toble  -  -971 
a  Message  from  the  Preeident  transmittifag 

a  statement  of  the 978 

Miller,  Mz»,  speech  of,  on  the  hill  to  admit  Orleans 

Territory 496 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  to  make 

certoin  inquiries  of  the  Postmaster  General    976 

Mills,  WilUam»  bUl  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  787 
read  twice,  and  tommitted-  «  ,.  .  826 
Committee  of  the  Whole  dischargedyand  bill 

,  referred  to  a  select  committee-        -        -    840 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -    900 

Milnor,  Mr«,  speech  of,  on  the  Apportioiiment  bill    426 

,>  *  speech  of,  on  supplemental  mtercourse  bill  -    999 

Miuine,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  tead  twice, 

and  committed  -  -  -  •  *  829 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....  ii09 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -1110 
Mint,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secreiteiy  of  the 
Treasury  was  &ected  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  stotement  of  the  whole  expenses 

ofthe -        -    481 

a 'Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  rqtoit  of  the  Directors  ofthe    -        •    610 
,    sundry  itetemente  from  the  Secretery  ofthe         ^ 
.  Treasury  in  relation  to  the     -        -      '  •  1106 
MissiBsippi  Territory,  Mr.  Potndexler  submitted 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  preparatory 
J'    fsteps  for  admitting,  into  the  Union  -        -    474 
t£e  resolution  amended,  ag^reed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed    .       't'        .        .        .    477 
report  of  said  eommittee    -        -        -        -    611 
referred  to  Ae  Committee  df  the  Whole     -    612 
Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  admission  as  a 
State ;  referred  to  the  same  Committee  •    678 
a  report  in  fevor  of  admitting  watf  agreed  to    869 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  ^d  committed    896 
MipsisMppi  Hiver,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
. '         Committee  of  Public  Lands  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  4es- 
ignatiug  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  west 
oft  to  satisfy  the  Virginia  daitns     •«        -    486 
Mitchill«  Samuel  L.,  a  new  member  from  New 

York,  was  qualified,  6lc        -       .-  -  .  •    383 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  renting  to  West 
.      Florida-        -.     -        -        -        -        -    387 
ia  opposition  to  the  motion  to  refer  to  two 
committees  the  subjecto  of  manufactures 
and  navigation       .    .    -'       -       -       -    888 
OB  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins    -    '    -    399 
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Mitcbill,  Samuel  L.— cootiiiied.  P«g«. 

speeeh  of,  on  Ihe  mppoitionmeiit  bill  -     404, 427 
reaaHcs  o(,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  condnct 

of  General  Wilkinson     ....    439 
on  Mr.  Sheffey's  resolution  relative  to  the 

caltnre  of  hemp      -   -     -        .        .        .    460 
OB  the  bill  to  reoharter  the  Bank  of  the  Um- 

ted  States 4f  1 

on  the  Tesolation  reepoeiiog  unsettled  bal- 
ances   ..        -        ...        .     ^ .        .    .g^ 
speedi  of,  on  supplemental  intercourse  bill  -    868 
remarks  of,  on  die  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  admitting  Orleans  Territory     «36,  937 
Mobile  Territory,  a  bill  for  the '  estabtishment  of 

the,  read  twiee,  and  committed       -      ,  .    965 
Mobile  and  Totebigbee  rivers,  Mr.  Weakliw^  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  West 
Tennessee,  praying  setUrity  in  the  free 
navigation  of  the    -        .        .        .        .    994 
referred  to  the  8edret«ry  of  State        - .      .995 
Montgomery,  Mr.,  remarks    0^  introducing '  a 
resolution  relating  to  the  navy,  agents  at 
Leghorn        -        -        -        -        .  •     -    467 
Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remarks  of,  on  the  inquiry  into 

'  the  conduct  pf  General  Wilkinson  -        .    437 
Mori^,  Mr.,  correspondence  of,  with  the  Sf crc- 

tanrofSUte-  -  .'  -  1261  to  1363 
Morocco  Leather,  petition  of  manufacturers  of  -  1009 
Morrisoi^  Wiljiam,  and  others,  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter 

g'esented  a  memorial  of;  referred  to  the   ' 
ommittee  on  Public  Lands  -        .       ^.    975 
Moeeley,  Mr.,  speech  oi,  on  the  appropriation  bill    419 
Mumford,  Gurdon  8.,  of  N6w  York,  appeared, 

and  tpok  his  seat   .        -        .        .      <  .    385 
Q>eech  of,  on  the  supplemental  mtercotirse 

bill 10««,  1086 

remarks  6f,  on  his  resolu^n  MspecCing  an    - 
armed  neutrdity    -     .  .        .  •      .        .  i099 

Mumphreymagog,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  estab- 
lish the  district  of 966 

read  twice,  and  committed  ....    972 
reported  without  amendment,  an4  ohiered  to 

a  third  reading       .        -  '     -        .        -  1101 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     ^       '.        .«  noi 
McKee,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  rielating 

to  Yazoo  pettlers 4l6 

-     remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  memorial       t    461 
on  the  biU  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sta^ 492 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  suae 

indefinitely    ....:..    688 
on  there^rtof  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  House,  of  their  actioii  on  the  same    820 
McKee,  Colonel  John,  letter  firom,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  1864 

McKim,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  memorial  o/Com- 

modoreTingey      .....    599 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 

ofthe  United  States       -        -        .        -    706 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  charter  the  Bank 

of  Washington       -..'..    ^27 
rwnarks  of,  on  th^  Bank  of  Alexandria      -    838 
speech  of,  on  supplemental  intercourse  bill  -    879 
McKmley,  WUliam,  of  Virginia,  a  new  member, 

was  qualified,  6cc.  .        ...        .    459 

N. 
^tpoleon,  copy  of  a  decree  issued  by  the  Enpe- 

"'        -        .       .        .        .  1889, 1265 


Pm^l 

Nashville,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Menrow,  the  Cob- 

mittf$e  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  ta 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  removing 

the  land  ofiioe  at    -        -        -         -         -   458 

a  bill  to  that  efibct  read  twice,  and  conunitted    ttS 

the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  (liacharged^  and 

'  recolnmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Public 

Lands   -        •        -.       '-         .         -4C 
reported  with  amendments,  and  refoned  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -         -        -    461 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  ^reading    -    4aB 
read  &  third  time,  and  passed      -         .        .    4Si 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameodmenits    90 
which  were  concurred  in    -        -         -        -    963 
National  Armories,  ^n  account  of  the  exp«siiae8 
of  the,  with  a  return  of  arms,  dbc,  made 
at  the    -        -        -        -        .         .        .  iiQi 
National  University,  so  much  of  the  Pres^enfs 
Message  as  referred  to,  waa  committed  to 
a  select  committee  -        -         -        -    397 

a  report  of  said  committee  -         -        .    976 

Naval  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fiak,  a 
conunittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expenditures  of  the,  from  JannaiT, 
1804      -        -        .        .     -  -       ' .       .    06 
TtfpoTi,  and  discharge  of  said  committee    -  1999 
Navigation,  a  bill  respecting  the,  of  United  States 

,  vesseb,  read  twice,  a|id  committed  -        -    858 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  memwial  of 
the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commetee 
y9»B  referred  to  the  same        '  -^        .        -    966 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Livermor^  the  memorial 
of  the  merphants  of  Newburyport  was  re- 
ferred also  to  the  same   -        -         -        -    966 
Navy  Agents  at  Leghon^,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Swoope,  two  resolutions  were   a^pted 
calling  respectively  on  the  Secretaries  ef 
the  Treasury  and  Navy  fop  infinrnatkm 
concerning  the  accounts  9f  the        .        -    466 
Mr.  Montgomery  submitted  another  teeoln- 

tion  on  the  same  subject         -        .        -    467 
report  of  ^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  in 
reply  to  the  resolution  addressed  to  him, 
.  referred  - .      .  s     .        -        .        .    98S 

Navy  Hospitals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bawett,  the 
papers  heretofore  subihitted  relating  to, 
'Were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
.  Naval  Establishment  >  -        .        .        .414 
ft  bill  to  establish,  read  twice,  and  comm^ 

ted        -        . 467 

reported  with  amendments^  and  ordered  lo 

a  third  reading      -        .        .        .        .   961 
lead  a  thbrd  time,  and  passed     -        -       .    968 
Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  so  much  of  fte 
President's  Message  as  refers  to,  was  re- 
ferred  to  a  select  committee    -       -       -    388 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  sbowtng 
the  state  and  disposition  of  \he  pobiic  vee- 
selsf^fte.,  was  Teferred  to  the  Ctoimittee 
on  the  Naval  Bstablikhmelit  -        -        -414 
a  Mil  for  the  support  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        .        .        .        .        .596 

reported  with'amendmeAts,  tind  ordered  to  a 

^  third  reading gjg 

read  a|  third  "time,  and  passtd     -        -        -    831 
abill  making  ah  Additional  appi^iatiqii4br, 
read'twice,  and  edmmittea      ...    911 
Newbdld,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  M3id 

toot  his  seat  -       .    r -^^^r^,      .    461 
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'New  0?ldtvs«  on  motioa  •£  Mr,  McKialaj^tha 
Oommkte^  of  CommerM  and  Mannliio- 
tves  wMce  iiMtiraotod  to  inqabe  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  or  repealing  t^ 
net  for  buiidiiig  a,eiiiitoiii*]iO08e  at  -.  -  678 
Wewtpapera,  the  Clerk  .ordered  to  anpply  mem- 
bers with»  ae  nsoal  '-  -  -  -  888 
Jimmicn,  Mr.,  rem«rke  of,  on  the  motion  U  4reler 
M  mnch  of  the  Menmge  ae  rektee  to 

We«t  Florida 887 

OB  Mr.  Bnrwell's  propeeitiett.  to  divide  the* 
aubiecta  of- manufactures  and  iia)vigation» 
wd  refer  Ihea  to^two  oommitlBes  -        -  .  888 
on  refecring  tha  meoMrial  of  Oommodore 

Tingey-        -       w        .        .        .     608,699 
on  the  biU  to  ebartertheBMilroCthoUniM 

Suiea   -        *       «        .        .        *       ^    678 
onihebiUfiMrlhenliefof  JofanMoenomon    991 
If #w  York,  CoBOodicnt,  and  Vannont^on  moCioii 
of  Mr.  Pitkin  a  committee  waa  appointed 
to  inquire  into  thn  «zpedieiiey  of  aher^ 
the  time*  for  holding  the  circwt  ooort  in 
thedistrictof         ....        w    697 
NicholMii  John,  of  NM  York,  appeared,  and 

took  hia  seat  .        .        -        •        .    '    .    418 
qioedl  of;  on  the  bin  to  toduoter  tbo  Bank 
of  the  United  States        .        .        .       ^    761 
N<in-I«loreaame«.Biff.  Mnmfood  {jMoented  a  peti<- 
tion  of  merchants  of  Ne^  York,  on  tho  anb- 
Jool  oi;  refervad  to  the  Coomittao  on  For* 
eign  Rolalione        -        •        .•       .        .896 
M* Qnincy  presented asimilar  memorial  of 

merchants  of  Boston,  jefenod  to  the  sai^    607 
Mr.  Pitkin  pfesentod  a  similar  memorial  ei 
meMhaiite  of  New  Hmwso,  reftmd  to  the 
same     -        -                .        .                .684 
Noith  Carolina,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer,  a  eem* 
mittoe  was  appoiated  to  inqmro  into  te 
expediency  of  akesing  thotime  of  hoWng 
the  district eonxt' of        .        .        .        .•  477 
bill  to  that  eflaet  read  twioe,  and  eommitM    478 
read  a  third  time»  and  pos^wned                -    608 
recommitted    .  •        •        .        •        -        .    616 
in  am^datoiy  bill  roportod,  road  twiee^^avd 
remmitlcd 617 

OBeeu  of  the  Cnstoms,  a  letter  (nm  the  8«o- 
reUryof  |ho  Trtenry,  with  a  atatainent 
of  thoemelnmentoof  the  -  -  .1010 
Olio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moffow,.the  Ooounktee 
on  the  Pnblio  Lands  Wera  inslnuted  to 
inquire  inlo  the  expodiensy  of  pioriding 
for  laying  out  and  making  oettain  roads  in    414 

Mr.  Mk  piysenf^  n  petition  of.  sundry  in* 
habitants  of,  praying  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  public  landa,  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands    -        .        .478 

Mn  M.,  olio,  prsaented  a  petition  of  tnndtt 
persons,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for  reh- 
gious  purposes,  referred  to  the  same        -    880 

an  unfavorable  report  on  the  latter  petition      906 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  an* 
thoriEing  a  suWaoription  to  the  stock  of 
the        - 617 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...    ^ 

postponed  indefinitely        -        .        .        -  1110 
Onii,  Luis  de,  translation  of  a  letter  irom,  to  the 

Captain  General  of  Caraceas  ...  1878 


Page. 
Orders  and  Decreea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MiHer,  n 
oommittee  was  appointed,  to  request  in- 
formation of  thp  President  as  to  the  repeal 

of  certain 976 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply,  and 
three,  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed   978 

a  reeolution  submitted  by  Mr*  Pitkin^  asking 
for  oopies»  in  the  original  Frendi,  of  eer^ 
tain  letters  concerning  the  Berlin  and 
Milan,  was  negatived     .....    979 
Oilaans  Territory,  Mr.  Poydras  pmeeoted  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of^  praying  admia-  • 
siota  into  the  Unions  refomd  to  a  aeleet 
oommittoo     •'       •-        •        .      •*.       .^   418 
a  bill  to  admit,  read  twice,  and  eommittod  -    466 
r^orted  amended,  and  oardarad  to  a  third 

reading  -        .        •        .        .        -    614 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  •-  -677 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendm^ts  988 
oneagteed  to,  and  one  disagreed  to    -       .    987 

the  fiieni^te  insisted 960 

the  House  receded    -        •        -        *        -964 
Orieans  and  Louiaiana  Territory,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  inatrocted  to  inquire  what 
fiirther  provision  is  jieceasaiy  regarding, 

lands  in 890 

a  bill  in  relation  to  the  public  latads  in,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  460 
retorted,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  f  -  .  •  .  .  467 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed  .  r  •  479 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  906 
which  were  concurred  in  .  .  . '  -  988 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  final 

adjustment  of  claims  t^  land  in      •        •  1030 
read  twice,  and  •committed         -        -     .  -  1096 
re|{orted,  and  ordered,  to  alhird  reading      -  1108 
read  «  third  dme,  and  passed    ...  1108 
Oaage  Tribes,  Great  and  Little,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitted  copies  of  a 
treaty  with  the,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means         .  •    978 
a  bill  making  appropria^ons  to  carry  into 
efieet  th»  treaty,  read  twiee,  and  oommit- 
^ed        .        .        .        .        -        .        -    988 
reported,  read  a  thhrd  time,  and  passed        -1107 
OswegMcWe,  A  btli  from  the  Senate  to  estabUah 

thedistrictof 966 

reed  twieoy  and  eomaltted  -  •  -978 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .1101 
read  a  tUrd  time,  and  passed     -       -        -1101 

P. 

Patent  OiSee,  on  mcftion  of  Mr.  Mitebill,  a  com* 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  ought  to  be  macle  in  the  aav- 
oral  acts  constituting  a  -  .•  .  .391 
a  bill  on  the  snbiact  reported,  read  twioe, 
and  committed 648 

Patents*  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 

obedience  to  a  resolution  rejecting         •    617 
a  memorial  of  the  Massachusetts  Assooia* 
tion,  praying  a  revision  of  the  laws  rela- 
ting to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tho 
Whole 967 

PattenMn,  Wjlliam,  and  Sons,  an  adverse  rq>ort 

on  the  petition  of,  concurred  in       -        •     978 
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Pearl  Rber,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  th»  Com- 
mittee of  Pdblic  Land*  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  (he  expediency  of  diapenaing 
with  the  attendance  of  the  Gotemor  of 
Missiflflippi  at  the  salet  of  land  in  the  dis- 
trict east  of    .' 458 

a  bill  in  pursuance  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -        -        -  •    -        -        -        .459 

reported,  and  recommitted  to  the- Commit- 
tee of  PubUc  Lands       -        -        -        -    462 

reported  with  amendments,  aAd  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole        «-        -    446 

ordered  to  a  third  readfng  -        -        .       -.    479 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     «        .        .    481 

returned  from  the  Senate  widi  amendments    960 

partiall/  agreed  to     -        -        -        -        -    963 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  of  in*- 
quiiy  into  the  conduct  of  General  Wil- 
kinson -        -        -        -        -        -    433,  435 

speech  «f,  in  reply  tct  Mr.  Root  -        -        -    44S 
Penalties,  dtc.,  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manu&ctures  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  remission  of,  inTohintarily  incur- 
red, Ac         -.-'...    480 
(See  Fines  and  Forfeitures,) 
Pensions  and  Rations,  a  bill  in  relation  to  Navy, 

read  twice,  and  committed     -        •        .-    478 

indefinitely  postponed       -        -        -    '    -    862 
Perdido,  Mr.  Bibb's  resolution  respecting  a  sep- 
arate g^oremment  in  the  Territory  west  of 
the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
West  Florida         -        -        -        -        -    514 

a  confidential  bill  firoin  the  Sen^e  to  enable 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the 
territory  east  of  the  river,  read  twice,  and 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  1124 

read  A  third  time,  and  passed     •  ^     -        -  1142 

a  joint  resolution  firom  the  Senate  not  to 
print  said  act,  read  twice        -      '  -        *  1144 

amen4ed,  re^d  a  third  time,  and  passed*  as 
amended     .  -        «        •        •        -        •  1146 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybm  pnaented  a  petition -«f 

the  ChamMr  of  Commerce  of        •        -    461 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  memonal  of  the 
same  on  another  subject  was'ralenred  to 
the  Commiftts  of  ti^e  Whole         •       •    965 
Pickman,  Benjamin,  ir^  of  Maaaachusetta,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seiat        -        •      .  •    461 

remarkf  oft  on  the  fesokrtion  asking  eati* 
mates  for  the  Capitol     -        *        -        -    518 

on  the  memorial  of  Commodore  Tingejr     ->    599 

speaeh  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States      ....    669 

on  a  Mil  returned  l^  the  President  with 
oliiections      •        -        -        .        •      >•    984 

Pibts,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 

fiitctures -    .    397 

Pinkney,  William,  correspondence  of,  .with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        -       1149  to  1219 

withOeneral  Armstrong,  at  Paris      •        -1152, 

1166,1168,  1185,^188 

with  the  Marqub  WeHesley       -      1 152  to  1210 

with  Mr.  Russell 1242 

Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  apportionment 

biU        -        .        .        .      406,410,422,424 


Pitkin,  Mr. — continued.  Pas^. 

remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  of  inqviiy 
into  the  conduot  of  Gen.  Wilkiiison     431,44a 

on  the  resolution  jfor  the  admiaaion  of  the 
Missisdppi  Territory     ...        -    n4 

speech  o^  on  the  bill*  t& admit  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory   -        -  .        -        -    Mt 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respeetittg  nn- 
settledf  balanees     -       .        .       «.        .    999 

on  the  Senate's  am«idment  to  the  OrlecDB 


biU 


on  a  bai  Tetumed  by  ^  Premdent  wMi 

objections -    964 

on  the' supplemental  interoourse  bfll     1067,  10S7 
OB  a  resolution  i-espeeting  an  axHied  neu- 
trality  -        -        -        -    ,   -        -        -  1099 
Poindexter,  tJeorge,  delegate  from  Missiiwippi 

Territory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  -  431 
remarks  o^  on  his  resolution  roipectiiig  Ae 

admission  of  MississipiM  Terrifio^  474  lo476 
OB  the  bill  for  admittiBg  Orleans  Tenilofy  4tt 
speech  ^^'on  the  same  bill  -  -  506,  551 
remarks  o^  on  the  Benate's  amendmenta  Id 

thesahie        - 9T7 

Porter,  Peter  B^  of  New  York,  appeared,  sad 

took  his  seat- 3S3 

speech  o^  on  the  fail  to  reehaxier  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States      •        • .       -        -    697 
Porter,  John,  of  Tenaeasee,' appeared,  and  tMk 

bis  seat         • 385 

Postmaster  General,  a  hill  aathoriang  additienal 

compensation  to  the,  read  twice,  dbc  -  932 
reported  with  an  Amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading   -        •        -        •        -  1101 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1109 
Poet  OfiElce  Establishment,  a  bill  to  amend  d^ 
act  regulating  the,  twice  read,  and  comt- 

mitted  • 932 

Poet  Offices  and  Post  Hoada,  appotntaent  of  dw 

standing  committee  i>n  -        -        •        •    384 
Potomac  dridge  'Company,  a  bill  authoiiiing  the, 

to  ra^  money  by  tottery,  read  tfrice,  dte.  992 
Potomac  River,  Mr.  Van  0om  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitanta  of  Oeoiyelow^ 
pcaying  that  they  may  be  aBthonaed  to 
clear  ont  the  channel  of  the  Psleaai, 
referred  -        -,      -        -        -        •    467 

Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

teokhisseat-  .  •  •  .  .  382 
remarks  o^  on  the  apportionment  kiU  494,  439 
introductory  of  a  resolutieB  respecting  the 

pvblic  depodtes 999 

on  the  resolution  fiir  an  fxtra  aessioB        -  1119 
Poydras,  Julian,  delegate  from  Orleans  Tetn> 
*  tery,  appeared,  ^co.        ....    383 

remarks  0%  on  the  bill  for  admitting  Orieana 

TeoritoiT       - 482 

Pre-emption,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  leao- 

lution  in  relation  to,  referred  •  •  •  829 
Mr.  Lyon  presented  a  petition  on  the  same 

sutject,  referred 992 

President  of  tl^  United  States,  the  usual  joint 

committeeappeinted  to  waftoa  the      381»  983 
Proclamation,  a  copy  of  the  Plwsident's,  under 

the  act  concerning  commercial  intereeorse  1948 
in  relation  to  the  Territory  extending  to 
the  Perdido  -        -        -        -        •        -  1957 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alexandoa,  a 
bill  to  incofporate  the,  read  twice,  uid 
committed     '        '     f"-      *       f        *    ^^ 
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Pyptcef  nt  Episcopal  Church — omtmiied.  Pkge. 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  898 
reM  a  third  time,  and  paased  •  -  -  838 
retarned  bj  the  President  with  objections  -  982 
a  debate  on  the  returned  bill  -  -  J*  983 
bill  rejected  on  reconrideratioh  ...  997 
Pablic  Armsr  a  report  fiina  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  sale  of        -        -        •        .  '     -    486 
Public  Debt,  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the    -    394 
Pablic  Deffosites'^  Mr.  Love  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to t560 

Public  Laands,  appointment  of  the  stan^g  com- 
mittee on       •        -        -        -        -        -    384 
a  bin  fbr  the  sale  of  certain,  in  Indiana  and 

Tennessee,  read  twice,  Ac.  -  -  •  787 
a  Message  from  the  President,  tratismit^ng 
copies  of  laws,  treaties,  dbc,  relating  to, 
relerr^  to  a  select' committee  -  '  -  840 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  bill  oH  the  sulj^ct 
of  the  *  Message,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -.      -    897 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  «        .        .        .        .    901 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed^    ...        .    906 
a  bill  from  the  Senatier  making  Anther  ^ 
'tribution  6f  the  laws,  ^.,  relating  to 

the -    936 

read  twice,  and  committed         -        -    '    •  '  938 
r6p<Nted  with  amendments,  arid  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -        •        -        -        -    961 
.  read  a  third  thne,  and  passed  as  amended  «    S)63 

Q. 

Qoincy,  J.,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  •    '     -        .        .        -        .    383 

remarks  of,  o&  the  bill  relating  to  ^reign 

coins 'i    401 

on  the  apportionment  bill  ....  408 
speech  oi^  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to 

admit  Orleans  Territoiy  -        ...    634 

is  interrupted  on  a  point  olf  order  -  '  ^-  '626 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  •  626 
the  decision  of  die  Speaker  reversed,  and  he 

precedded  in  his  speech  ...    627 

remarks  o(  on  a  resolution  re^ctmg  un- 
settled balances      •        -        -        -     832,833 
speech  o^  on  Mr.  Mason's  am^dment  to 

the  Constitution 843 

on  the  supplemental  intercourse  bill  •  883, 1011 
QuonuB,  the  usual  formalities  in  relation  to  .  382,  383 

R. 

Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
ids  seat 

speech  o(  on  the  biH  oonceming  commer- 

catt  intercourse      ...      863,  867,  889 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Macnamara    991 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  annual  report  from 

the  Treasury  showing  the  •  •  •  392 
Reserved  Sections  of  the  Public  Lands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  making  ftirther  provision 
for  the  disposal  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed  -  .  -  .  .  -981 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -1009 

RcTenue,  annual  repor^  showing  t)ie  amount  of    391 
Rerisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  of         -        •    384 
.  a  report  in  part  from  said  committer  -       -    401 
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Page. 
Jlerolutionaxjr  Armj,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shdfej, 
the  memorials-  and  petitions  of  the  offioers, 
dtc,  of  the,  prasented  at  last  session,  were 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -    462 

Mr.  Potter  presented  a  petitaoa  of  the  Rhode 
Island  line,  referred  to  the  same      «v       •    647 
Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  a  resolnition.  concern- 
ing Yazoo  settlers  ^        -        -        •     414,416 

on  the  resolution  concerailig  Genertd  Wil-  • 
kinson  -   •     -        -     .  -        •       -        -    436 

on  'Mr.  Maoon's  propeised  amendment  of  the 
Oons^tution         -.        .        -        -  .463,467 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory   -        -        -        .        .        -        .497 

remarks  o^  on  ^e  resolution  to  ask  for  esti- 
mates for  the  Capitol      .        -        .     617, 618 

speteh  of^  on  the  biU'  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States      -        -        -        -    809 

remarks  o^  on  the  Alexandria  Bank  bill     -    837 

speech  of,  on  the  supplemental  bill  o6ncera- 
ing  commereial  intercourse     -    892,  993,  1034 

remarks  of,  on  bill  to  extend  the  light  of  suf> 
frage  in  Indiana  Territory      .        .        -  1112 
Rhea,  John,  President  oi  ^e  CouTentio^  of  Flori- 
da, letter  from,  to  (jkHrenuff  HoUnes    1262,  1264 
Ringgold,  Samuel,  a  new  member  from  Mary- 
land, was  qualified,  dte.  -        ....   386 
RoHins,  Ebenexer,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  680 

read  twice,  and  committed        ...    696 

repeited,  imd  refened  to  the  Qpmmittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manu&ctures        -        -    963 
RoM,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  ^n  reference  of  the  sub- 
ject of  West  Florida      •        -        -        -    387 

remarks  of,  on  0ie  biH  relating  to  foreign 
eoins •  ,399 

on  the  inquuy  into  the  conduct  of  Oeiieral 
Wilkinson 432 

speech  of;  on  the  same  snlject   ...    439 

OB  the  biH  to  charter  the  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria        -        -    837 

on  the  bin  from  the  Senate  authorixing  toI- 

unteers 1107 

Ross,  Jeha,  of  Pcnittylraiiia,  af^peared  and  took 

his  seat         •        •        -        •        -        -    900 

remarks  of,  on'  the  supplemental  biU  oon- 
oenung  oommeBtcial  intereovtse       •       •  1084 
Rossril,  Mr.,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Pink- 

ney  '     •      ^        -        -        -         1242,  1143 

with  the  Seetetary  of  Sute       -         1243,  1244 

with  the  Duke  pf  Cadore  -        -        -        -  1246 

S. 
Sage,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared  ai|d  took 

hisseat-        .        ^       ....    386 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  dec    384 
speech  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill  -        -    418 
'  on  Mr.  Mason's  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution -    841 

Stale  0f  duties,  imposed  by  France,  on  certain 

.    articles      -        -        ^        .        -        .   ,    .  1271 
Scudder,  John  A.,  a  new  meinber  from  New  Jer- 
sey, was  qualified,  d^ 382 

Seamen,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
showing  a  deficiency  in  die  appropriations 
for  relidf  of  distressed  American,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  390 
a  bin  to  supply  the  deficiency,  dtc,  read 
twice,  ai^a  committed     -       •       -       •    460 
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^reported,  and  ovdeved  to  a  third  veading.  -  469 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  •  -  461 
returned  from  the  Seaate  with  an  amend* 

ment 487 

amendment  coscvrred  in  -        .        •        .    488 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  abo^ring 
theapplioation  of  moneys  apfHropriaAed  for 
the  telief  of,  distf eaaed   "  >     •        -        •451 
Seavari  Ebeneser,  of  Maiaaohufatta,  appeared, 

.    and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        -        -    383 

Secret  Proceedings^  Mr.  Sbefiey  moved  Ji  jre- 

mccral  of  the  injunction  of  secrecy  on  the    6^6 
Seizaree,  StM.f  on  motion  of  I&.  Bubbacd,  a  com* 
mittee  was  appointed  to  ask  of  the  PJresi- 
detit  infi>rmatioii  ^ioneemiiigf  1;^  foraign 
Governments         .    >«        •       ^^        .    072 
Settlers  on  Pnblic  Laaids»  report  of  ^e  iBeeretaiy 

of  the  Treasary  on  &e  subject  of  -        -  1384 
Seybert,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  bill  reiating  to 

foreign  coins  -        -        -        -        -        -  .401 

on  the  Btnk  of  the  United  Statet  •  -  492 
speeeh  ot  on  the  bill  te  reohartei  the  Baak  of 

the  United  States '617 

Shattock,  Jare4i  a  favorable  report  on  tike  peti* 

tioQ  of,  committed  •        -        -        -    467 

report  agreed  to  in  dnimitftee    •>        -        -   .864 

reported  and  confirmed      -        -        -        -    855 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee,«nd  eemmitted    855i 

Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeered  and  took 

his  seat •    .    386 

speech  o(  on.  the  app^rtioiiment  -bill  ^        -    480 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  admit  Orleana  Ter- 
ritory     •    484 

o»  the  Bank  of  the  United 'Stotee  -  -  491 
on  the  memorial  of  Commodore  Tingi^  «>  598 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  States      ....    730 
remarks  9f,  on  the  resdlutiens  respeoting 
nnsettled  balam^      ,  -    .    -        -        •    853 
Sheri£b,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petHkm  pray*^ 
ing  authority  to  the  people  of  Indiana 
Tenritoiy  to  eloot,  ceferred  to  m  aelfiot  com* 

mittee •    481 

a  hiJi  in  ptaMvdb  of  petitieB»  re*d.  twiee, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        •    897 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        *       •938 
Sinking  Fnnd,  report  of  this  Commiwionaf  s  of 

the       .       -       .     \-       ....     -Mil 
BhPn  Trade,  so  moch  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  the  laws  lotodiedDg  the, 
was  referred  to  the  Commitliao.«f  Coin* 
merce  and  Manufaottires        ...    387 
Smelt,  Dennis,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 396 

Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

bill        ....        -        -     398,494 
on  thi  resolution  concerning  General  WiHt. 

ineon    - 438,436 

on  Mr.  Macon's  proposed  amendment  of  the 

Constitution 468 

on  the  Bank  bill  -  -  .  .  -  492 
on  referring  the  memorial  of  Commodore 

Tingey 697 

on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  bill  .  -  887,  840 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to' the 

Orleans  bill 937 

on  a  call  for  absisnt  members      .^       -        -  1061 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating 

to  fordgn  coins      -        •        ...        .    400 


Southard,  Mrw.-<ontin«ed.  1^0*' 

remarks  of;  on  the  bill  torecbazter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  Sutes      -        ...         -    49S 
on  a  bill  returned  by  the  President  withu)!*. 
jections  ......    9ei 

Sp^in*  papers  in  relation  to  afiairs  with       125I»  1271 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  .       -    384 
Stafford,  Mc,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolotioa  con- 

cerning  General  Wilkinson    *     .  -     .435, 437 
rema»s  o^  on  the  resoluticm  asking  ibr  es- 
timates .        .        .        .   ,     .        *        •    517 

Stanley,  Mr.,  neech  o^  4p  the  bill  to  recfaaiter 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes       .        -     797 
remarks  oi;  on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  bfll    838 
^tnrgea,  Lewis  B.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared  and 

took  bis  seat      ,  '.        . '      -        -        -    383 
speech  of|  on  the  apportionment  bill  .        >    416 
on  the  supplemental  bill  concerning  cottp 
mercial  intercourse        ....    946 

Suffirag^  Mr.  Jennings  presented  sundry  papeo 
on  the  subject  o^  in  Indiana,  referred  to 
a  select  eomnuttee ..        -        -        -        -    787 

report  read,  and  referred  to  the  Oommiiree 

of  the  Whole 839 

a  hill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  righioC 

in  Indiana,  read  twice,  and  committed    .    994 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ,  -  11  IS 
'SuAday  Mails,  Mr.  Findley  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  pricing  auch 
an  alteration  of  Post  OfHce  lawn  as  to 
pfohibity  xeiemd  to  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral     .......    487 

Mr.  John  Porter  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  Philadelphia,  referred  as  above        -    816 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  thereon, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads     .        .        .        .        .865 

Mr.  Sturges  presented  a  similar  petition 
fi^m  New  York,  referred  to  the  last  com- 
mittee          .        -     967 

Surveyor  of  Public  Buildings,  a  re^rt  from  the     545 
reply  from  same  to  a  resolution  ...  1030 
Swoops,  Jacob,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

bis  seat 389 

remarks  of,  on  th^  resolution  respecting  un- 

settled  balances 833 

St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  Mr.  Findley  presented 

petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -    596 
their  report  thereon  referred  fp  the  Commit- 
tee of  tho  Whole 787 

reported  and  agreed  to       .        -        .        -    939 
the  resolutions  ordered  to  a  thiid  reading, 
and  recommitted 973 

T. 

Table  Of  Cnstpme  in  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Newton 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  fitna  the 
Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a,  payaMe 
on  productions  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  897 
Taggart,  ^^innel,  of  Massachusetts, '  appeared 

and  took  his  s<$at   .....    383 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Hie.  apportion- 
ment bill -    413 

on  a  resolution  respectiog  the  District  of 
Columbia      .        ^        .        -        .        .    636 

speed)  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States      .        '.        .        -    779 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  anthorudng  vol. 
unteers         -        ...       .        -1168 
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Tanner,  John,  and  Edward,  Mr.  Johnion  pre- 

■entod  a  petition  of,  referred  -       -       -    390 
TayloTf  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  apportionment 

biU 4W 

ipoech  of,  on  the  inquiry  concerning  Gen. 

WUkinton     -        -        -        -       .        -    48« 
resignation  of  his  seat,  to  take  a  seat  in  the 

Senate 480 

the  Speaker  was  requested  to  inform  the 
EzecutiiFe  of  South  Carolina  of  the  re-. 

signation  of 485 

Taylor,  Rkhaid,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion 0^  committed  .        .-       .        .    467 
Taylor,  Benjamin,  and  John,  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    830 

Tennewee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell  a  resohi- 
tion  that  further  time  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  claimants  of  land  souUi  of  tiie  State  of, 
&;c,  was  referred  to  the  Cknnmittee  op 
Public  Lands  -  '  •  ...  466 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McBrydc,  the  Committee 
o^  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in-  • 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  Board  of  Commisnoners,  dbc.,  for  • 

lands  in 830 

Territories,  Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  resolution  con* 

coming  ......    486 

Terrin,  Richard,  and  others,  a  biU  for  relief  of, 

read  tyioe,  and  committed     ...     508 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    900 

read  a  third- time,  and  pa^Bcd    ...    906 
returned  by  the  President  with  objections  to 
one  section)  and  being  immediately  recon- 
sidered, was  rejected      -        -  1 103, 1 105 
a  billy  with  the  oibjeotibnable  section  struck 
out  was  read  three  times,  andpassed      -  1 106 
Tingey,  Commodore  Thomas,  Mr.  Bassett  pre^ 
sented  a  memorial  of,  asking  an  investi- 
gpation  of  certain  newspaper  allegations 
against  him  .        .        .-       .        .        -    697 
leaTe  to  withdraw  his  memorial          .        -    600 
Torpedo,  report  of  the  8e<iiretary  of  the  Navy, 
on  the  snl^ect  of  the  experiments  with 
the        -------    966 

Trading  Houses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  amending  the  laws  estabjishing,  withr 

the  Indian  tribes 465 

a  bUl  to  that  eilbet,  read  twice,  committed  -    506 
repoited  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        -        -        -    963 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    963 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1063 
concurred  in-        -        .-'.        .        .  1096 
Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  showing  the,  referred  to  Na- 
val Committee       -        .        .        .        -    414 
Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -.....-.    391 

Tf  oup,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  con. 

coming  Yaftoo  settlers    ....  '415 

on  the  resolution  concerning  General  Wil. 

kinson -        -    435 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Orieans  Territory      482, 483 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni-   . 
ted  States      -        -        -        -        -        -    674 

on  the  res6lution  fer  an  extra  session         -  1111 
11th  Con.  3dS£ss. — 45 


Page* 
Tunis,  papers  in  relation  to  sflUrs  with     -       •  1263 
Turner,  Charies,  junior,  of  Massachusetts,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat        ...    38^ 
Turreau,  CUneral,  Minister  of  France,  corre- 
spondence of,  with  the  Secretary  of  State    1265 

to  1270 

U. 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  inoorporate  the     ....    705 
read  twice,  and  committed  ....    748 
reported  to  the  House        ....    828 
recommitted      .        -        .        -        •        .    834 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      .    935 
read  a  thnd  time,  and  passed     ...    960 
United  Wabash  and  Illinois  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Horn  presented  a  memorial  of  the,  pray. 
"' nds. 


ing  a  confirmation  of  title  to  certain  lan( 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  -       .       -       "        "      \* 
report  thereon  committed  -        .       '. 
agreement  with  an  amendment  reported    . 
Unlawful  Settlementa,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  respecting,  on  public 
lands,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
■  PubKc  Lands         -        - 
Unsettled  Balances,  further    report   from    the 
Comptroller,  of     -        -        • 
Mr.  Swoope  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing         


461 
839 
863 


509 
-    595 

832 


Vaccine  Matter,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Dr.  James  Smith,  of  Baltimore, 
preying  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  a 
plan  of  introducing  and  keeping  the  gen- 
uine, reported  to  a  select  committee 
Van  Dyke,  Nidioks,  of  Delaware,  appeared,  and 
.  took  his  seat  ...... 

Van  Horn,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of 
a  memorial    -        -        -        -        - .      - 

on  has  resolution  respecting  a  goi^mment 
for  the  District  of  Columbia    .        •        - 
on  the  bill  to  charter  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton       .       '. 

on  the  bill  to  charter  the  Bank  of  Alezan. 

dria       ...-..- 

Vamum,  Joseph  B.,  thanks  of  the  House  to,  and 

reply  oi  as  Spedter        .        .        .        - 

TIncennes,  Indiana  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Jennings  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  (^>ening  a 

road  from,  to  Dayton,  Ohio    .        .       - 

*    report  thereon  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Compiittoe  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expedieney  of  vesting  in  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  a  certain  towniAiip 
in  the  District  of  -  -  -  - 
Virginia  Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
row, the  Committee  on  the  PuUie  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  what  provision 
ought  to  be  made  respecting  the  location 

of - 

Virginia  Line,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholsen,  uie 
Committee  on  tfaeJHiblic  LaAda  were  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the,  to  locate  warranto  • 
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Volunt^n,  a  bill  authoraing  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of,  read  twice,  and  x^m* 
mitted   -------    980 

a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  \p  the  game  effect, 

read  twice,  ami  committed      ...  llOl 
the  GommittOi  rose,  and  were  refased  leave 

to  dt  affain    " 1108 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -  1113 

w.  ; 

War,  letter  from  the  Seicretary  of  the  Treasury 

to  the  Secretary  of       -        -        .  1390, 1291 

Washington,  Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  a  memo* 
rial  from  the  City  Council  of,  praying  car- 
tain  alterations  in  their  charter,  rvfened 
to  the  Committee  on  thi  District  of  Co- 
lumbia          n        '    402 

a  bill  to  amend  the  chaiter  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed      -        -        .        .        .      ' .    514 

Wayne,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of  the  late  Major  €teneral        •        -        -    617 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...    545 

reported,  read  a  third  time,  and'  passed '       •    680 

Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of-    -    -        •        .        .        .    394 

Wellesle^,  Marquis  of,  correspondence  of  the, 

with  Mr.  Piakney  -        -        .        1152to  1170 

West  Florida,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          


a  bill  (or  the  governnmpt  of,  twice  read,  and 
committed 


S87 


514 


Mr.  Gholson  submitted  a  resolation  in  rela- 
tion to,  leferred  to  same  -  -  .  -  983 
West  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  for  ascertaining  and 
settling  the  boundary  of  the  public  land  ' 
at  -        -        -        -        .        -        ^    401 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         451 

repotted  .an^ended,  and  oideied  to  a  third 
reading-        -        -  1     -        .        .        .    462 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    467 
.Wheaton,  Laban,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -        -        .        .        «    383 

q>eech  of^  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Ter^ 
ritory     -        -        -        .        -        -        .    493 

on  the  supplemental  biM  conoeming  com- 
mercial intercourse         ...  887,  1090 

remaiks  of,  oi»  the  bill  returned  by  the  Pres- 
ident with  objections      ....    984 
White  Mountains,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  es- 
tablish the  district  of      .        .        .        ^    966 

read  twice,  and  eomraitted  ...    972 

reported,  and  ovdared  to^  a  third  reading      -  1 101 

rMd  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1 101 
Whitman,  Ezekiel,  of  Massaduuetts,  appeaned, 

and  took  hisaeat    .        -        •        •        -    830 
Wilkinson,  General  James,   Mr.  Pearson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  appoint  a  oommittee 
to  inquire  i^ta  ^e  conduct  of    f*    -        -    432 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -    449 

said  eommittae  r^>orted  a  mass  of  docu- 
ments without  expressing  an  opinion      -  1030 

the  documents,  together  with  the  report 
.made  at^ast  sessi<^  were  ordered  to  be 
tnumitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Statee   •. '.  1039^ 


Wilkinson,  General  James — continued.  Page. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  tiie  Clerk  was  order^ 
ed  to  make  certain  allowances  to  the  wit- 
nesses in  tht  case  of       -        -        -        -   979 
Williams,  Thomas  H.,  correspondence  0^  with 

the  Scnretary  of  State    ....  itK 
Winston,  William  H.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  in 

relatioB  to  Hamson's  land  claim    -        -  129Q 
Witnesses  on  Burr's  Trial,  a  bill  giving  farther 
compensation  to  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   4«l 

indefinitely  postponed        ...        -    4^ 
Wrigh^  Robert,  a  new  member  fit>m  Maiyiand, 

.was  qualified,  dec.  .....    383 

spaech  oi;  on  the  apportionment  bill    -     41t,  413 

remarks  of,  on  the  Fesolution  authorinng  the 
people  of  Miasiss^pi  to  form  a  State  go^- 
emm^t         •«*...    474 

on  tbe  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the 
.United  States         -        -        -        -        -    493 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory    -        -        -        -  '      -        -        -    574 

remarks  q^  on  the  memorial  of  Commodore 
Tingey 598 

^paeckof;  on  the  United  Sfirtes'BankbiD   -    $75 

remarks  introductory  of  a  resolotioD  Co 
amend  the  Constitution  ...    835 

speech  of,  on  the  supplemental  bill  ceacem- 
.ing  commercial  intercourse    ...    879 

on  the  amendments  to  the  same         -   948, 1033 

Y. 
YaftOQ  Settlers,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a  rosala- 

tion  on  the  sttljectof     -       -       •       •    430 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  apportionment  bill  -  -  -  -  433 
on  postponement  of  the  same  to  Febrvary 

next  --  -  -  •  -  -430 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  reaeliition  reqwd- 

ing  General  Wilkinson  ....  434 
cm  amotion  to  amend  the  said  reaolntioii  -  438 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •  -  449 
on  the  resolut^n  respeetmg  the  admiflstea 

of  Mississ^pi  as  a  ^tato  -  •  -  477 
on  the  final  passage  of  tha  bill  reapecdng 

foreign  coins  -•.--..  481 
oa  recommitting  a  rq^  of  the  C^ommittee 

ofCIahns      - 519 

on  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Speaker   527, 
905,  109a,  1106,  11S8 
V     on  indefinite  portmjMmoit  of  4he  bill  t» 

admit  Orleans  Territory  -  .  -  576 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  hill  -  -  -  577 
on  amending  the  bill  to  charter  tiie  Bankaf 

Alexandria 838 

on  printing  Mr.  Quincy's  amendment  te  Mr. 

Macon's  amendment  of  the  ConstitatioA    8S3 
on  printing  Mr.  Wright's  ph>posed  amtnd- 
.   ment  to  the  Constitution        ...    854 
on  agreeing  with  the  Ooinmittae  ef  the 

Whole  in  their  report  on  the  petition  of 

J.  Shattuck    ......    855 

on  the  final  passage  of  tha  bill  to  charter  the 

Bank  of  Alexandria  ....  866 
on  agreeing  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in  the  revolution  to  admit  Miana- 

sippi     -        -        -        -        .        .^       -     85» 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  to  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  bill  -        -        •      894»  895 
on  recommitting  the  said  bill     -       •       •    896 
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Yetm  and  Nays— continued.  Page. 

OD  indefinite  pottponement  of  Mr.  Macon's 
9ee«lUtion  to  amend  Ihe  Constitation      -    ^98 

on  Mr.  Hnbbtod's  amendment  to  the  same    898 

on  the  main  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  raso- 
lation    •        .        -  •        .        •'    999 

on  agreeing  with  the  Committee  of  the    ^ 
Whole  in  reversing  certain  reports  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims    ....    935 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  ad- 
mittiBg  Orleans  Territory       .        -        .    937 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  charter 
the  Bank  of  Alexandria         -.,      -        -    956 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  jto  charter 
the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington  .     ■ 969 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  charter 
the  Union  Bank  pf  Georgetown      .      >  .    9^0 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  judicuii  system      ^        .        .    9dS 

oh  receding  from  objection  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  of  the  Orleans  bill       -        -    964 

on  the  resolution  in  fiiTor  of  General  St. 
Clair's  claim *  971 

on  postponing  a  resolution  to  repeal  draw- 
backs     -        .        .      I  •        .        .        .     974 

on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  to  call  for  certitin 
papers   -        .        -        .     ^  .        .        .    979 

on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Knight. 981 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      .    993 

on  a  bill  returned  by  the  President  with  ob- 
jections   957, 1105 

on  amending  the  supplemental  bill  eoneern- 
ing  commercial  intercourse      1028,  1029, 1035, 

1062 

on  a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  the  documents  in  the  case  of 
General  Wilkinson        ....  1030 

on  a  motion  to  include  in  the  same  the  re- 
port of  the  last  session  ....  1031 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  sending  tiie  report  an^  documents  to  the 

President  of  the  United  States  -  .  1032 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  -  1 057,  1 1 34, 1 1 36 
on  pos^ning  the  biM  concerning  commer. 

cial  intercourse  -  -*  ..  .  .  1086 
on  amendmg  the  same      1087|  1088,  1089, 1090» 

1091 
on  Uie  final  passage  of  the  same  .•  .  1094 
on  striking  out  the  preamble  to  a  resolu. 

tion -•1098,1119 

on  fijcing  a  day  for  taking  up  a  ceiUin  bill 

in  secret  session  •  ■  -  .  •  .  1117 
on  striking  out  certain .  words  firom  the  p^. 

amble  to  a  resolution  .  .  .  .  i  i^Q . 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  resolution  to 

take  possession  of  certain  territory  -  112i 
on  postponing  the  same  -  -  .  -1122 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  samo  -  -  1123 
on  amending  the  bill  from  the  Senate  con. 

ceraing  territory  east  of  the  Fcfdido      .  1126^ 
1126,  1127,1129,1130,  1131,  1138,1134 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  9amc»        -        .  113^ 
Ob  fixing  a  day  for  the  thirc!  reading  of  the 

same  .  .  .  .  -  '  -  .  1137 
on  a  motion  to  open  the  doors ^  and  remove 

the  injunction  of  secrecy        ...  1137 
en  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned     1138 

on  a  motion  to  consider  the  amendments  of 

the  Senate  to  a  resolution       .        .        -1189 
on  referring  said  amendments  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      •  *     -        .        .1140 
on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments  1141 
.  on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 

cwcy     : 1142,1146 

on  amending  a  joint  resolution  from  the 

Senate 1144,1146 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  as 

amended        -        .        .        .    '    .        .  1145 
Teaton,  Hopley,  on  a  report  of  the  committee, 

had  leave  to  withdraw,  his  petition  .        .    860 


ACTS   PASSED   AT  THE   THIRD   SESSION. 
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American  Seamen,  an  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  distressed  .        .        .        .        :  1293 

Assistant  Postmaster  General,  an  act  to  fix  the 

compensation  of  the  additional       .        -  1294 

Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  -  1302 

Bank  of  Potomac,  an  act  to  incorporate  ^e      -  1311 

Bank  of  Washington,  an  act  to    incorporate 

the 1805 

Barbaiy  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
first  section  of  an  act  further  to  protect 
the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the 1293 

Boon  Island,  an  act  to  ereet  a  light4ionse  on, 
and  to  establish  beacons,  buoys,  columns, 
&c.,  ai  other  places        ....  1347 

Census,  an  act  to  extend  the  time  for  completing 

the  third        -        •        .        •  ^     -        .  1346 


Page. 

Commercial  Intercourse,  an  act  supplemental 
to  the  act  concerning,  between  the  Uni. 
ted  States  and  France  and  Great  Britain  13.38 

Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls,  an  act  in  addition  to 

the  act  concemilig  ....  1333 

Cumberland  Road,  an  act  in  Addition  to  the  act 

to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  the  1368 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  increase  the  sal. 

aries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  1340 

Documents,  an  act  to  authorize  the  transporta- 
tion of  certain,  firee  of  postage         -        .  1298 

Farmers'  Banf  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incorpo. 

rate  the ^  I811 

Fortifications,  an  act  making  further  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the,  eommenotd  for  die 
security  of  the  ports  and  harbors,  dec     -  1358 

Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Comnany,  an  act 
to  enable  the,  to  levy  Qioney  fir  the  object 
of  its  incorporatibn         •    '  .        .        .  1334 
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'Georgia  an  act  decl viog  th%  ataent  of  CongreM 

to  an  act  of  the  State  o(  &c.--        «        -  1340 

'Go^lprnovnt,  an  act  making  appropriationa  for 

the  support  of,  for  th«  year  1811     -        •  1338 
f  InvaUd  Pendonerf^  ati  act  concerning        -        -  1349 

Loan,  |A  act  to  authorize  a,  not  exeeedtng  &W9 

milUonf         ......  1344 

ICsnuiacttfring  Batabliahmenta,  an  act  for  allow- 
ing a  reasonable  compenaation  to  the  per- 
son/who  have  taken  an  account  of  the  -  1363 

Mumphre^agogy  Otwegatchie,  and  the  White 
Monntaini;  an  act  to  eatabfish  the  die- 
tricttof*        -        ...        .        .  1343 

'NaahTille,  Canton,  Pearl  River ;  an  act  providing 
for  the.  removal  of  the  land  officea  eatab- 
tiahed  at  the  two  firat-mention^d  pbcea, 
4md  to  authorize  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  to  superintend  the  sales 
of  land  in  the  district  east  of  the  last       •  1336 

^STfk  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the,  for  the  year  1811 - 

Navy  Hoapitals,  an  act  establishing  ... 

New  Jersey,  ^  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State 
qU  to  the  coUecti<»i  district  of  New  York, 
and  for  othrr  purposes   .... 


1396 
1337 


1346 


Orleans,  an  act  to  enable-  the  people  of  ibm  Ter- 
,  ritory  ofy  to  form  a.«»istitution  and  8t«te 
Government,  and  for  admiaion  of  tnek 
State  into  the  Union      -        •        -        -  129 

OrieOis  and  Louisiana,  an  act  providing  for  the 
,      final  a^ustment  of  claims  to  lands*  Ae^ 
in  the  Territories  of       -        .        -        .  ItM 
an  act  repealing  the  above,  and  providing  for 
final  adjustment,  4cc*     ....  !3$) 

Osage  Nations,  Great  and  Little ;  an  act  sakiBg 
appropriations  to  cany  into  efifect  a  treaty 
with  the         -        ...        -        .  il« 

Public  Lands,  an  act  making  %  further  distrilni- 

tion  of  such  laws  as  respect  the       -        *  13S5 

Sufirage,  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Indi- 
ana Territory 1147 

Tennessee,  an  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  the  State  of,  and  a  tract 
in  Indiana  Territory     •.        .        .       .  llt9 

Trading  Houses,  an  act  eirtablishing,  with  the 

Indian  tribes 1)3) 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  an  act  to  inooiporate 

the 13» 

West  Point,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Secietai/of 
War  to  ascettain  and  settle  the  exterior 
line  of  the  public  land  at        .       -       •  IIM 
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